f INSIGHTSIAS

JULY 2026

EDITORIALS QUIZ QUESTIONS

0 ofe 0 -

DELHI BENGALURU HYDERABAD SRINAGAR DAVANAGERE

Contact Us: Call us at 080 69405205 (toll-free)

www.insightsonindia.com

WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM INSIGHTSIAS




INSIGHTS EDITORIALS QUIZ
Table of Contents

1. ECONOMY Lo e e e s a e e e s s s s aaaaae s 2
2. ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT ...oovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin ittt 12
3. GEOGRAPHY ..o 19
4. GOVERNMENT SCHEMES AND PROGRAMMIES .....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin e 24
5. SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY.....cuttiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicciiiirr s 31
6. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND ORGANISATIONS......covviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiircn e 37
78 o | I 47
8. HISTORY, ART AND CULTURE......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 61
9. DEFENCE AND SECURITY ...utiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ittt s ian e aba e s s saan s e e s saaas e e s sans 62
1ERRARS / PLACES......... o ... 0 N LG DL 6 LA 63
11, MISCELLANEOUS ... ...t s s e s s e s s bbb s s e e e e s s e s e ba bR e e e e e s e s e e nannns 65

TO OUR PROUD

ARYAN KUMAR

OGP STUDENTS | L -

KRUPA A JAIN
AIR - 190

FOUNDATION COURSE
OGP 2021

ABHISHEK SINGH
AIR - 308

FOUNDATION COURSE
oGP

AIR - 469

FOUNDATION COURSE
OGP 2021

AIR -173

FOUNDATION COURSE
OGP 2021

(FOUNDATION COURSE)
UPSC CSE 2025
TOP PERS FROM S NIVED KUMAR ANIRUDH KATTIMANI
lNSIGHTS IAS AIR - 486 AIR - 741 AIR - 786 AIR - 868

FOUNDATION COURSE FOUNDATION COURSE FOUNDATION COURSE FOUNDATION COURSE
0GP 2022 OGP 2023 OGP 2023 SUPER OGP ( DELHI)

INSIGHTSIAS

www.insightsonindia.com 1 "



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSIGHTS EDITORIALS QUIZ
1. Economy

1) With reference to the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), consider the
following statements:
1. Itis a statutory and institutionalized framework under the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934.
2. The Governor of RBI acts as the ex-officio Chairman of the committee, and possesses a casting vote in
case of a tie.
3. The primary objective of the MPC is to maintain price stability while keeping the objective of growth
in mind.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c)1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Solution: D

e Statement 1 is correct. The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) is a statutory body constituted under the
provisions of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, as amended by the Finance Act, 2016. The amendment
institutionalized a committee-based framework for monetary policy decisions, replacing the earlier
system where the RBI Governor had sole authority.

e Statement 2 is correct. The Governor of the Reserve Bank of India serves as the ex-officio Chairperson of
the MPC. The committee has six members—three from the RBI and three appointed by the Central
Government. Each member has one vote, and decisions are taken by a majority. In the event of a tie, the
Governor exercises a casting vote to break the deadlock.

e Statement 3 is correct. The RBI Act specifies that the primary objective of monetary policy is to maintain
price stability while keeping the objective of growth in mind. To achieve this, the Central Government, in
consultation with the RBI, has notified an inflation target of 4% Consumer Price Index inflation, with a
tolerance band of 2% (i.e., 2%—6%).

2) Consider the following statements:
1. Anincrease in short-term foreign portfolio investment (FPI) into domestic debt guarantees long-term
currency stability and structural fiscal consolidation.
2. The Central Government and the Reserve Bank of India employ coordinated measures such as
concessional swap facilities and tax exemptions to attract capital and stabilize the exchange rate.
3. Emerging economies generally prioritize equity-based foreign investments over debt instruments to
sustain macroeconomic stability and growth.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
(a) All three statements are correct.
(b) There is no correct statement.
(c) There are two correct statements that include statement 3.
(d) There is only one correct statement.

Solution: C

e Statement 1 is incorrect because short-term reprieves in bond yields and debt inflows do not always reflect
long-term structural strength. They can be influenced by transient factors like temporary global price dips in
commodities or fragile international ceasefires.

e Statement 2 is correct. Coordinated interventions, such as offering tax exemptions on FPl investments in
government bonds or concessional dollar-rupee swap facilities, help stabilize the currency but are not costless
to the state exchequer or central bank reserves.

e Statement 3 is correct because emerging market economies like India are structurally better served by
attracting stable, long-term foreign equity investments (FDI/FPI in equity) rather than volatile, short-term
debt, which remains vulnerable to capital flight during global shocks.
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3) Which of the following factors can lead to the depreciation of the Indian Rupee against the US Dollar?
1. Anincrease in the policy interest rates by the US Federal Reserve.
2. Asharprise in global crude oil prices.
3. Persistent net outflows of Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI) from Indian capital markets.
4. Asignificant increase in inward remittances from Indian diaspora abroad.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(@) 1,2 and 3 only
(b) 2,3 and 4 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2,3and 4

Solution: A

e The exchange rate of the Indian Rupee against the US Dollar is determined by the demand and supply of
foreign exchange in the market. Several domestic and global factors influence this balance.

e Statement 1 is correct: When the US Federal Reserve raises policy interest rates, US financial assets offer
higher returns. This attracts global capital away from emerging markets such as India. Foreign investors sell
Indian assets, convert Rupees into US Dollars, and invest in the United States, increasing demand for the
Dollar and causing the Rupee to depreciate.

e Statement 2 is correct: India imports nearly 85% of its crude oil requirements. A sharp increase in global
crude oil prices raises the country's import bill. Indian oil companies require more US Dollars to pay for
imports, increasing Dollar demand and weakening the Rupee.

e Statement 3 is correct: Persistent net Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI) outflows reduce foreign capital
available in Indian financial markets. Investors converting Rupees into Dollars to repatriate funds increase
Dollar demand, exerting depreciation pressure on the Rupee. Such outflows also reduce market confidence
and can amplify exchange rate volatility.

e Statement 4 is incorrect: Inward remittances from Indians working abroad increase the inflow of foreign
currency into India. Banks and recipients convert these Dollars into Rupees, increasing the supply of foreign
exchange. Greater Dollar availability generally supports the Rupee, helping it appreciate or limiting
depreciation. Therefore, increased remittances strengthen, rather than weaken, the Indian currency.

4) In the context of long-term economic competitiveness and technological sovereignty, which of the following
best describes the conceptual role of research and development (R&D) as an "invisible national
infrastructure"?

(a) It serves as a direct fiscal substitute for short-term social welfare spending to balance state budgets.
(b) It represents a deep, long-term societal movement whose delayed and non-quantifiable returns act as
a force multiplier for eventual economic and national resilience.

(c) It is a regulatory instrument designed to strictly limit deep-technology imports and isolate domestic
manufacturing from global supply chains.

(d) It is a corporate tool utilized to ensure immediate, risk-free commercial profitability for private CSR
and philanthropic ecosystems.

Solution: B

e Research and Development (R&D) is often described as an "invisible national infrastructure” because its
benefits are foundational, cumulative, and realized over long time horizons rather than through immediate,
visible outcomes. Unlike physical infrastructure such as roads, ports, or power plants, R&D creates knowledge
capital, innovation ecosystems, skilled human resources, intellectual property, and technological
capabilities that strengthen a country's economic competitiveness and strategic autonomy.

e The returns from R&D are frequently uncertain, delayed, and difficult to quantify in the short term. However,
sustained investments generate breakthrough technologies, improve industrial productivity, foster
entrepreneurship, and enhance resilience against external technological dependence. These outcomes make
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R&D a force multiplier for long-term economic growth, national security, public health, climate resilience,
and technological sovereignty.

e Option (a) is incorrect because R&D is not a substitute for social welfare expenditure or a fiscal balancing
mechanism.

e Option (c) is incorrect because R&D promotes indigenous innovation while complementing, rather than
isolating, participation in global knowledge and supply chains.

e Option (d) is incorrect because R&D inherently involves uncertainty, experimentation, and long gestation
periods. It is not intended to deliver immediate, risk-free commercial returns and extends far beyond
corporate philanthropy or Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR).

5) Consider the following statements regarding the "Fully Accessible Route" (FAR) frequently seen in the news:
1. Itis achannel launched by the RBI that allows non-resident investors to invest in specified
Government Securities without any investment ceilings.
2. Investments made through the FAR route are completely exempt from domestic capital gains tax by
default under the Income Tax Act.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c)Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

e Statement 1 is correct. The Fully Accessible Route (FAR) was introduced by the Reserve Bank of India in 2020
to facilitate greater participation of non-resident investors in the Indian government bond market. Under this
route, eligible non-residents can invest in specified Government Securities (G-Secs) without being subject to
the Foreign Portfolio Investment (FPI) limits or investment ceilings that apply to other government securities.
The objective is to deepen the bond market, improve liquidity, and support the internationalization of India's
sovereign debt market.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. Investment through the FAR route does not automatically provide exemption from
capital gains tax under the Income Tax Act. Taxation depends on the applicable provisions of the Income Tax
Act, the investor's residential status, the nature of income, and the provisions of any applicable Double
Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA). While certain investors may receive tax benefits under specific
treaties, there is no blanket exemption from capital gains tax merely because the investment is made
through the FAR route.

6) Anincrease in domestic fuel and energy prices is likely to cause which of the following macroeconomic effects
in an economy?

1. Arightward shift in the aggregate supply curve, causing demand-pull inflation.

2. Riseininput costs across manufacturing and service sectors, leading to cost-push inflation.

3. An adverse impact on the country's Current Account Deficit (CAD) if the energy is primarily imported.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3

Solution: B

e Statement 1 is incorrect. An increase in domestic fuel and energy prices raises production costs for firms. This
leads to a leftward shift (not rightward) in the short-run aggregate supply (SRAS) curve, as producers are
willing to supply less output at every price level due to higher input costs. The resulting inflation is cost-push
inflation, not demand-pull inflation. A rightward shift in aggregate supply would occur when production costs
fall or productivity improves.
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e Statement 2 is correct. Fuel and energy are universal intermediate inputs used in transportation, electricity
generation, manufacturing, agriculture, and services. An increase in their prices raises production and
distribution costs across the economy. Businesses often pass these higher costs on to consumers through
higher prices, resulting in cost-push inflation. Such inflation originates from the supply side rather than from
excessive aggregate demand.

e Statement 3 is correct. If a country depends heavily on imported crude oil, natural gas, or other energy
products, an increase in domestic fuel prices often reflects higher international energy prices. This raises the
import bill, increasing the value of imports relative to exports. Unless offset by higher exports or capital
inflows, this tends to widen the Current Account Deficit (CAD) by increasing the trade deficit.

7) Consider the following statements:
Statement I: The Eurozone represents a subset of European Union (EU) member states that have
achieved high levels of fiscal and monetary convergence.
Statement Il: The Maastricht Treaty of 1992 established the legal roadmap for the Economic and
Monetary Union (EMU) and the single currency.
Statement lll: The European Central Bank (ECB) is the sole authority responsible for setting interest rates
and conducting monetary policy for all 21 Eurozone members.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement Il and Statement Ill are correct and both of them explain Statement |
(b) Both Statement Il and Statement Ill are correct but only one of them explains Statement |
(c) Only one of the Statements Il and Il is correct and that explains Statement |
(d) Neither Statement Il nor Statement Ill is correct

Solution: A

e Statement | is correct; the Eurozone (or Euro area) consists of those EU countries (21 as of Bulgaria's 2026
entry) that have adopted the Euro, requiring them to meet strict convergence criteria (inflation, fiscal deficit,
etc.).

e Statement Il is correct and explains Statement | by providing the historical and legal foundation. The
Maastricht Treaty set the rules for the EMU, ensuring that only states with macroeconomic stability could
join the currency union.

e Statement lll is also correct and explains Statement | further; once a country joins the Eurozone, it
relinquishes its national monetary sovereignty to the European Central Bank (ECB). The ECB’s unified policy
ensures the "monetary convergence" mentioned in Statement I.

e Therefore, both Statement Il (the legal roadmap) and Statement Ill (the operational mechanism) are correct
and provide a comprehensive explanation of what the Eurozone represents.

8) W.ith reference to External Commercial Borrowings (ECBs) in India, consider the following statements:
1. ECBs refer to commercial loans raised by eligible resident entities from non-resident entities.
2. A concessional Foreign Exchange (FX) swap facility provided by the RBI increases the hedging cost for
Indian corporates raising ECBs.
3. The government regulates the framework for ECBs jointly with the RBI to manage the country's
external debt profile.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b)1,2and 3
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1 and 3 only

Solution: D

e Statement 1 is Correct. External Commercial Borrowings (ECBs) are commercial loans raised by eligible
resident entities from recognized non-resident lenders. They can take the form of bank loans, buyers' credit,
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suppliers' credit, foreign currency bonds, and other approved instruments. The ECB framework is governed
under the provisions of FEMA.

e Statement 2 is Incorrect. A concessional Foreign Exchange (FX) swap facility offered by the Reserve Bank of
India is intended to reduce, not increase, the hedging cost for Indian borrowers. By enabling banks to swap
foreign currency funds with the RBI at concessional rates, such facilities lower the overall cost of hedging
exchange rate risk, thereby making ECBs more attractive.

e Statement 3 is Correct. The ECB framework is administered by the Government of India, through the Ministry
of Finance, in consultation with the Reserve Bank of India. While the RBI issues operational directions and
monitors compliance, the broader policy framework is formulated jointly to ensure prudent external
borrowing and effective management of India's external debt profile.

9) Which of the following best describes the immediate macroeconomic consequence of implementing an
Foreign Currency Non-Resident (Bank) [FCNR(B)] deposit swap scheme during a period of severe rupee
depreciation?

(a) It causes an expansion in the current account surplus of the country by directly boosting non-oil
exports.

(b) It compresses the capital account surplus by discouraging foreign portfolio investments.

(c) It stabilizes the rupee and reduces the national import bill by attracting stable, non-debt capital flows
and strengthening the capital account.

(d) It forces the central bank to print domestic currency to meet the banks' hedging costs, causing high
inflation.

Solution: C

e The Foreign Currency Non-Resident (Bank) [FCNR(B)] deposit swap scheme is a monetary measure
introduced by the Reserve Bank of India during periods of significant pressure on the Indian rupee. Under this
scheme, banks mobilize foreign currency deposits from Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) and are allowed to swap
these foreign currency funds with the RBI at a concessional rate. This reduces the exchange rate risk and
hedging cost for banks, encouraging them to attract larger foreign currency deposits.

e The immediate macroeconomic effect is an increase in foreign exchange inflows, which strengthens the
capital account of India's Balance of Payments and augments the country's foreign exchange reserves. Higher
reserves improve investor confidence, enhance the RBI's ability to intervene in the foreign exchange market,
and help stabilize the rupee during episodes of excessive volatility. A more stable rupee also moderates the
domestic cost of imports, particularly crude oil and other essential commodities, thereby easing imported
inflationary pressures.

e Option (a) is incorrect because the scheme does not directly affect exports or the current account.

e Option (b) is incorrect because the objective is to strengthen, not reduce, capital inflows.

e Option (d) is also incorrect since the RBI does not finance the scheme by printing money; instead, it provides a
concessional swap window.

10) Consider the following statements:

Statement I: The historical 1991 economic liberalization framework of India established a baseline FDI
policy that was explicitly structurally targeted.

Statement Il: The primary objectives driving the 1991 policy baseline focused on technology acquisition,
export promotion, and foreign exchange conservation.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-|

(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|

(c) Statement-I is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect

(d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: A

www.insightsonindia.com 6 " INSIGHTSIAS

ST



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSIGHTS EDITORIALS QUIZ

The 1991 economic liberalization reforms marked a significant shift in India's approach towards foreign
investment. However, the initial Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) policy was not an unrestricted or sector-neutral
regime. Instead, it was structurally targeted, permitting foreign investment primarily in selected priority sectors
where it was expected to generate the greatest developmental benefits. These included industries requiring
advanced technology, export-oriented production, and sectors crucial for improving industrial competitiveness.
Thus, Statement | is correct because the 1991 policy established a targeted FDI framework, rather than a
universal open-door policy.

Statement Il is also correct. The principal objectives of the 1991 FDI policy were to:

e facilitate the transfer of modern technology and managerial expertise;

e promote export-oriented industrialization to improve India's external competitiveness; and

e strengthen the country's foreign exchange position by attracting non-debt capital inflows and reducing

pressure on India's balance of payments following the 1991 economic crisis.

These objectives explain why the policy adopted a targeted approach. Since foreign investment was viewed as a
strategic instrument for technological modernization, export growth, and foreign exchange conservation, it was
selectively encouraged in sectors where these benefits could be maximized rather than being permitted
indiscriminately across the economy.

11) Which one of the following statements best explains the term "crowding out of investments" in the context of
state-level populist welfare measures in India?

(a) The excessive market borrowing by state governments to finance welfare schemes, which drives up
interest rates and limits credit availability for private industries.

(b) The disproportionate allocation of state revenues toward non-productive revenue expenditures,
thereby reducing the fiscal space available for physical and social infrastructure creation.

(c) The direct substitution of private sector retail consumption by state-subsidized distribution of goods
and services, leading to a decline in private investment.

(d) The reduction in labor productivity and workforce participation rates resulting from unconditional
state-led direct cash transfer schemes.

Solution: B

e In public finance and state budgetary analysis, the debate surrounding state-led welfare schemes (such as
unconditional cash transfers and free electricity) focuses on the trade-off between revenue expenditure and
capital expenditure. When state governments allocate a disproportionate share of their revenues to short-
term populist transfers, they reduce the available fiscal space for capital investments, such as building
physical infrastructure, schools, and energy grids. This is the budgetary definition of the "crowding out" of
investments.

12) Consider the following statements:
Statement-I: Adopting a double-deflator approach in national income accounting helps prevent the
overestimation or underestimation of real GDP during volatile commodity price movements.
Statement-Il: The double-deflator approach deflates the value of nominal output and the value of
intermediate inputs using distinct and appropriate price indices.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-I
(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-I
(c) Statement-l is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect
(d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: A

e Both Statement-l and Statement-Il are correct, and Statement-Il provides the direct explanation for

Statement-I. In national accounting, deriving real GDP requires adjusting nominal figures for inflation. Under a
@
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single-deflation method, the value of a sector’s net output is adjusted using a single price index (often the
output price index). When raw material input prices change at a different rate than output prices, single
deflation can heavily distort the estimated value-added.

e The double-deflator approach resolves this distortion by deflating the gross value of output with an output
price index, and separately deflating the value of intermediate inputs with an input-specific price index. The
difference between these two deflated values yields a much more accurate measure of real manufacturing
value.

e The integration of this methodology by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) in
the updated national accounts series (base year 2022-23) represents a major structural upgrade. This brings
India's macroeconomics data in line with IMF standards and enhances data reliability for monetary policy
planning.

13) Which of the following best describes the economic rationale behind treating "Worker Health as Productive
Capital" in economic planning?

(a) It reduces the statutory minimum wage obligations of micro and small enterprises.
(b) It minimizes out-of-pocket health shocks, preserving household consumption and sustaining industrial
labor productivity.
(d) It shifts the complete fiscal burden of healthcare from public expenditure to private insurance
premiums.
(d) It helps in converting informal contract workers into permanent public sector employees.

Solution: B

¢ In macroeconomic planning, human capital includes the health, skills, and knowledge of the workforce. When
workers face health shocks without a social safety net, it results in extended absenteeism, lower workplace
efficiency, and a sudden drop in industrial productivity.

e Furthermore, severe out-of-pocket medical expenditure drains household savings, forcing low-wage families
to cut basic consumption, which hurts broader economic demand. Protecting worker health through systems
like ESIC acts as a productivity reform, ensuring workers recover quickly, return to work sooner, and avoid
falling back into poverty. Therefore, health is treated directly as a form of capital that drives industrial growth.

14) With reference to modern financial markets, what is the primary characteristic of "leveraged financial
products"?
(a) They eliminate investment risk by automatically hedging against market downturns.
(b) They use borrowed capital or debt to amplify both potential gains and losses for investors.
(c) They are limited strictly to institutional investors and are legally barred for retail buyers.
(d) They are passive investment tools that guarantee a fixed quarterly dividend payout.

Solution: B

e Leveraged financial products are highly volatile investment instruments characterized by their use of
borrowed capital (debt or margin) to multiply the returns of an underlying asset. While these products allow
retail or institutional investors to potentially double or triple their gains during upward market movements,
they carry extreme risks because losses are amplified in the same proportion when market prices drop.

e These are speculative products and do not eliminate risk. This was illustrated in South Korea's stock market,
where retail investors heavily traded single-stock leveraged products linked to tech giants SK Hynix and
Samsung Electronics. When global tech stocks corrected, retail margin accounts faced automatic margin
liquidations as their overleveraged accounts ran out of cash to buffer the losses. Unlike passive long-term
options like high-dividend ETFs, they offer no guaranteed safety or regular income.

15) Consider the following statements:
1. India's windfall taxes on fuel exports are adjusted based on international refining margins and crude
prices.
2. Windfall taxes are reviewed on a quarterly basis by the Ministry of Finance to ensure stability.
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3. Windfall taxes help capture supernormal profits of domestic refiners exporting fuels during global
supply disruptions.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
(a) There are three correct statements.
(b) There are two correct statements, that include statement 1.
(c) There is no correct statement.
(d) There is only one correct statement.

Solution: B

e Statement 1 is Correct. India's windfall taxes on crude oil production and fuel exports have been adjusted
periodically based on changes in international crude oil prices and refining margins. The objective is to tax
extraordinary profits earned during periods of elevated global prices while reducing or removing the tax when
such profits decline.

e Statement 2 is Incorrect. Windfall taxes were not reviewed on a quarterly basis. When the levy was in force,
the government generally reviewed the rates every fortnight (approximately every two weeks) and revised
them depending on prevailing market conditions.

e Statement 3 is Correct. One of the principal objectives of windfall taxes is to capture supernormal
(unexpected) profits earned by domestic oil producers and refiners, particularly when global supply
disruptions—such as geopolitical conflicts or sanctions—cause international crude prices and refining margins
to surge. This enables the government to mobilize additional revenue without imposing a permanent increase
in tax rates.

16) Consider the following statements:
Statement I: Persistent food inflation driven by climate anomalies complicates the monetary policy stance
of central banks.
Statement Il: El Nifio events can suppress agricultural output, thereby causing supply-side spikes in
essential food commodity prices.
Statement lll: Rising energy prices and transport costs exert secondary pass-through pressures on broad
retail inflation.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement |l and Statement Il are correct and both of them explain Statement |
(b) Both Statement Il and Statement Ill are correct but only one of them explains Statement |
(c) Only one of the Statements Il and Il is correct and that explains Statement |
(d) Neither Statement Il nor Statement Ill is correct

Solution: A

e Statement | is correct because persistent food inflation caused by climate-related disruptions poses a
challenge for central banks. Monetary policy is more effective in controlling demand-driven inflation than
supply-side inflation, forcing policymakers to balance inflation control with economic growth.

e Statement Il is correct because El Nifio can weaken monsoon rainfall in many regions, reducing agricultural
output and creating supply shortages that raise the prices of essential food commodities.

e Statement lll is also correct because increases in energy and transport costs raise production, storage, and
distribution expenses, leading to higher prices across a wide range of goods and services. These secondary
pass-through effects reinforce inflationary pressures beyond food items.

e Thus, both climate-induced supply shocks and rising input costs contribute to persistent inflation, making
monetary policy decisions more complex.

e Therefore, both Statements Il and Il correctly explain why climate-driven food inflation complicates the
monetary policy stance of central banks.

17) In the context of monetary policy operations in India, which one of the following best describes the term
'Repo Rate'?
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(a) The fixed percentage of Net Demand and Time Liabilities that commercial banks must maintain in
liquid cash reserves with the central bank.

(b) The interest rate at which commercial banks park their excess liquidity with the Reserve Bank of India.
(c) The minimum lending rate below which commercial banks are not permitted to lend to their retail
borrowers.

(d) The interest rate at which the Reserve Bank of India lends short-term money to commercial banks
against collateralized government securities.

Solution: D

The Repo Rate (Repurchase Option Rate) is the primary policy interest rate used by the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) to inject short-term liquidity into the banking system. Commercial banks borrow money from the RBI by
selling eligible government securities with an agreement to repurchase them at a predetermined price. Option (b)
describes the Reverse Repo Rate, option (c) refers to historical benchmark lending rates (like Base Rate/MCLR),
and option (a) describes the Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR).

18) Consider the following statements:
Statement-I: A sharp drop in retail consumer inflation can occur while underlying consumer prices remain
elevated.
Statement-Il: High base effects from the prior year artificially depress year-on-year headline inflation
calculation figures.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for Statement-|
(b) Both Statement-| and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(c) Statement-I is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect
(d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: A

e Statement-l is correct. A decline in retail consumer inflation indicates that the rate of increase in prices has
slowed, not that prices have fallen. Therefore, consumers may continue to face a high cost of living even
when headline inflation declines because the overall price level remains elevated.

e Statement-ll is also correct. A high base effect occurs when prices had increased substantially during the
corresponding period of the previous year. Since inflation is measured on a year-on-year basis, the higher
comparison base mechanically lowers the current inflation rate, even if prices remain high in absolute terms.

e Thus, the base effect is a key reason why headline retail inflation may show a sharp decline while consumers
continue to pay elevated prices. The inflation rate falls because of the statistical comparison, not necessarily
because prices have decreased.

19) Consider the following statements:
1. The electricity sector now carries a weightage exceeding thirty percent in Index of Core Industries.
2. Domestic crude oil and natural gas production recorded continuous growth over the last two years.
3. The Index of Core Industries tracks production performance across eight vital infrastructure sector
components.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
(a) There are two correct statements, that include statement 2.
(b) There are two correct statements, that are statements 1 and 3.
(c) All three statements are correct.
(d) There is only one correct statement, that is statement 2.

Solution: B

e The Index of Core Industries (ICI) measures output across eight core infrastructure sectors: coal, crude oil,

natural gas, refinery products, fertilizers, steel, cement, and electricity. Following statistical series revisions,
@
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the weight of the electricity sector expanded to over thirty percent, reflecting grid expansions and the
growing share of renewable energy generation. Statement 1 is correct.

e Statement 3 is correct as ICI measures production across these eight sectors, which collectively constitute
over 40% of the total weight of the Index of Industrial Production (lIP).

e Statement 2 is incorrect because domestic crude oil and natural gas production levels have experienced
sustained multi-year contractions due to aging fields and extraction bottlenecks, rather than continuous
growth.

20) Consider the following statements
1. Transitioning from Wholesale Price Index to Producer Price Index provides clearer domestic
manufacturing deflator metrics.
2. Food price volatility heavily influences overall headline Consumer Price Index inflation rates in India.
Which of the following information support/supports the above statements?
1. Producer Price Index excludes indirect distribution taxes and intermediate trade margins from price
measurement.
2. Food and beverage items account for nearly forty-six percent total weight in Consumer Price Index.
3. Producer Price Index is administered and published directly by the Reserve Bank of India.
Select the answer using the code given below:
(a) 1and 2 only
(b)1,2and3
(c)1and 3 only
(d) 3 only

Solution: A

e Information item 1 directly supports Statement 1. The Producer Price Index (PPI) measures price changes
from the perspective of the seller at the factory gate, excluding trade markups, transport costs, and indirect
taxes. This provides an accurate GDP deflator for domestic manufacturing compared to the Wholesale Price
Index (WPI), which includes downstream distribution costs.

e Information item 2 directly supports Statement 2 because food and beverage items carry a weight of
approximately 45.8% in the Consumer Price Index (CPl) basket. Consequently, swings in agricultural prices
exert a large influence on headline retail inflation.

e Information item 3 is incorrect and does not support either statement; the PPl is developed within the
statistical framework overseen by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) and
DPIIT, not the Reserve Bank of India.

e Re-basing statistical indices ensures economic indicators accurately reflect shifting household consumption
patterns and industrial structures.

21) Consider the following statements:
Statement I: The Union Government has adopted the debt-to-Gross Domestic Product (GDP) ratio as its
medium-term fiscal anchor while continuing to present annual fiscal deficit targets.
Statement II: A debt-to-Gross Domestic Product (GDP) ratio target provides greater fiscal flexibility to
respond to economic shocks while supporting long-term fiscal sustainability.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-I
(c) Statement-l is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect
(d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: A

e Statement | is correct. In the Union Budget, the Government indicated a shift in its medium-term fiscal
consolidation framework by adopting the Central Government debt-to-Gross Domestic
. . . . @
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Product (GDP) ratio as the principal fiscal anchor, while continuing to announce annual fiscal deficit targets in
the Budget. The medium-term objective is to reduce the Central Government debt-to-Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) ratio to around 50% (+1%) by FY 2030-31.

e Statement Il is correct. A debt-to-Gross Domestic Product (GDP) ratio target is regarded as a more flexible
fiscal anchor because it allows temporary deviations in annual fiscal deficits during periods of economic
slowdown, natural disasters, or external shocks, provided that the overall debt trajectory remains sustainable
over the medium term. This enables governments to undertake counter-cyclical fiscal policies without
compromising long-term fiscal credibility.

e Statement Il correctly explains Statement I. The adoption of a debt-based fiscal anchor reflects the objective
of balancing macroeconomic stability, fiscal sustainability, and the flexibility required to respond to changing
economic conditions. Unlike a rigid annual fiscal deficit target, a debt anchor focuses on long-term public debt
sustainability while permitting calibrated short-term fiscal adjustments.

22) Which one of the following best explains why replacing the Wholesale Price Index (WPI) with a Producer Price
Index (PPI) provides a more accurate deflator for estimating real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in
manufacturing?

(a) PPl incorporates retail markups, indirect subsidies, and final consumer sales margins across
distribution channels.

(b) PPI measures output prices at the factory gate, removing trade margins and transportation costs.

(c) PPl tracks global commodity price spikes before imports enter domestic supply chain networks.

(d) PPI adjusts industrial output calculations to account for regional differences in consumer purchasing
power.

Solution: B

e In national income accounting, converting nominal manufacturing output to real Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) requires deflating values with an index that isolates production costs from distribution markups. The
Wholesale Price Index (WPI) measures price levels at wholesale distribution stages, incorporating
intermediate trade markups, freight costs, and indirect taxes.

¢ In contrast, the Producer Price Index (PPl) measures average price changes received by domestic producers
at the factory gate—the initial commercial transaction—excluding downstream trade margins, transport
charges, and taxes. Using PPl as a GDP deflator isolates pure producer output price movements, eliminating
distortions from intermediary distribution costs.

e The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) supports adopting the PPI to align
national accounting practices with UN System of National Accounts standards, ensuring GDP figures
accurately reflect domestic industrial growth.

2. Ecology and Environment

1) Consider the following statements regarding the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64) under the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC):
1. It functions as the permanent financial mechanism of the UNFCCC, directly allocating grants for
adaptation to least developed nations.
2. It serves as a technical and preparatory framework that refines implementation roadmaps ahead of
the annual COP summits.
3. It has the mandate to legally enforce national roadmaps for transitioning away from fossil fuels.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a)1and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d)1,2and3
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Solution: B

e The Bonn Climate Conference, officially known as the 64th Sessions of the Subsidiary Bodies (SB64), is a
technical and preparatory meeting designed to advance the implementation of commitments made under the
Paris Agreement and previous COP decisions.

e Statement 1 is incorrect because the Subsidiary Bodies are not financial mechanisms; they do not directly
manage or allocate funds. Financial allocations are handled by designated entities like the Green Climate Fund
(GCF) or the Global Environment Facility (GEF).

e Statement 2 is correct because these sessions serve as the technical engine where negotiators refine text,
resolve technical issues, and lay the groundwork for decisions to be adopted at the annual UN Climate Change
Conference (COP).

e Statement 3 is incorrect because the UNFCCC and its subsidiary organs operate on a consensus-driven, non-
adversarial basis. They lack the legal mandate to enforce national policies or transition roadmaps on
sovereign nations. Instead, they provide platforms to facilitate negotiations and urge developed nations to
publish alignment roadmaps within the 1.5°C global warming pathway.

2) Consider the following statements:
1. The inshore waters of India are facing ecological degradation, reducing fish availability and forcing
many fishers to move to offshore areas.
2. Excessive use of mechanised trawlers damages the seabed and marine habitats.
3. Dams on rivers and pollution from land reduce the supply of nutrients to coastal waters.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement Il and Statement Ill are correct and both of them explain Statement |
(b) Both Statement Il and Statement Ill are correct but only one of them explains Statement |
(c) Only one of the Statements Il and Il is correct and that explains Statement |
(d) Neither Statement Il nor Statement Ill is correct

Solution: A

e Statement | is correct. India's inshore waters have been experiencing ecological degradation due to multiple
human-induced pressures. This has reduced fish availability in coastal waters, compelling many fishers to
venture into offshore areas in search of better catches.

e Statement Il is correct because excessive use of mechanised trawlers causes bottom trawling, which scrapes
the seabed, destroys benthic habitats, damages breeding and nursery grounds, and accelerates the depletion
of fish stocks. This directly contributes to the ecological degradation described in Statement .

e Statement lll is also correct because dams reduce the flow of nutrient-rich sediments from rivers into coastal
waters, while pollution further degrades marine ecosystems. The reduced nutrient supply lowers primary
productivity, adversely affecting fish populations and contributing to declining fish availability in inshore
waters.

e Thus, both Statements Il and lll correctly explain the ecological degradation mentioned in Statement I.

3) According to the latest Indicators of Global Climate Change (IGCC) report, what is the primary reason why
rapid expansion in green energy has not yet successfully slowed down global greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions?

(a) Green energy technologies have lower efficiency and release more toxic byproducts than coal power.
(b) While power sectors have embraced renewables, major industrial manufacturing sectors continue to
rely heavily on fossil fuels.

(c) The Paris Agreement has officially suspended all targets related to industrial carbon footprint
reductions.

(d) International climate bodies have banned the use of green hydrogen in heavy manufacturing.

Solution: B
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e Despite record-breaking global rollouts of wind and solar energy, human-induced global warming continues
to rise, reaching 1.37 degrees Celsius in 2025. The Indicators of Global Climate Change (IGCC) report
highlights that while the power and electricity generation sectors are rapidly transitioning to renewables,
large sections of heavy industry (such as steel, cement, aluminum, and chemical manufacturing) remain
heavily dependent on fossil fuels.

e The transition of these hard-to-abate sectors to cleaner alternatives like green hydrogen is capital-intensive,
technologically challenging, and takes time. Consequently, renewable energy has not yet bent the overall
global emission curve. In the short term, national policies can mitigate this issue by promoting energy-
efficient machinery and the use of recyclable materials, such as recycled aluminum, which require
significantly less energy to process compared to primary production.

4) Consider the following statements regarding Balance of Payments (BoP) accounting definitions:
1. Gross FDI tracks the total volume of incoming cross-border capital entering the domestic economy
within a fiscal year.
2. Net FDI accounts for structural capital flight by subtracting capital repatriation and corporate
disinvestments from gross inflows.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c)Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

e Statement 1 is correct. Gross Foreign Direct Investment (Gross FDI) refers to the total inward cross-border
direct investment received by a country during a given period, without adjusting for any capital withdrawn by
foreign investors. It measures the overall volume of fresh foreign direct investment entering the domestic
economy.

e Statement 2 is also correct. Net FDI is obtained after adjusting gross inflows for capital repatriation,
disinvestment, and other outward equity withdrawals by foreign investors. Thus, it reflects the actual
addition to the country's FDI stock during the period. A widening gap between gross and net FDI often
indicates that foreign investors are repatriating larger amounts of capital or exiting existing investments, even
if fresh investments continue to flow in.

5) The Western Ghats, a globally recognized biodiversity hotspot, spans across which of the following Indian
states?
(a) Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu
(b) Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala
(c) Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu
(d) Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala

Solution: D

e The Western Ghats is a continuous mountain range running parallel to the western coast of India. It is one of
the world's eight "hottest biodiversity hotspots" and is recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The
range spans approximately 1,600 km, covering an area of 140,000 to 160,000 square km across six Indian
states: Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala.

e The range plays a critical role in regulating the Indian southwest monsoon by intercepting moisture-laden
winds. It is also the source of several major peninsular rivers, such as the Godavari, Krishna, and Kaveri.
Because of its immense ecological fragility, the Central Government has been working to notify Ecologically
Sensitive Areas (ESAs) across these six states under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, to restrict
damaging industrial activities like mining and quarrying.

6) Consider the following pairs:
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Pathogen/Disease Primary Wildlife/Host Affected
1. Canine Distemper Virus Big cats and wild canids
2. Babesiosis Tick-borne parasitic infection in mammals

3. Kyasanur Forest Disease Marine mammals

How many of the pairs given above are correctly matched?
(a) Only one pair
(b) Only two pairs
(c) All three pairs
(d) None of the pairs

Solution: B

e Pair 1is correct. Canine Distemper Virus (CDV) is a highly contagious viral disease that primarily affects wild
canids such as foxes, wolves, and jackals, but it can also infect big cats including lions, tigers, and leopards.
Several outbreaks in protected areas have caused significant mortality among wild carnivores.

e Pair 2 is correct. Babesiosis is a tick-borne parasitic disease caused by protozoa of the genus Babesia. It
infects the red blood cells of a wide range of mammals, including cattle, dogs, deer, and occasionally humans,
and is transmitted mainly through ixodid ticks.

e Pair 3 is incorrect. Kyasanur Forest Disease (KFD) is a tick-borne viral zoonotic disease endemic to parts of
India. Its principal wildlife hosts are monkeys, particularly bonnet macaques and langurs, which serve as
important sentinel species. It does not primarily affect marine mammails.

7) Consider the following statements regarding Kuno National Park:
1. Itis characterized dominantely by dry deciduous forests and expansive open grasslands.
2. It belongs to the Vindhyan hill range ecosystem.
3. It was historically identified as a potential secondary habitat for Asiatic lions before becoming a site
for the Cheetah Reintroduction Project.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c)1and 3 only
(d)1,2and3

Solution: D

e Statement 1 is correct. Kuno National Park, located in Madhya Pradesh, is dominated by tropical dry
deciduous forests, interspersed with open grasslands, scrublands, and riverine habitats. This diverse habitat
supports herbivores such as chital, nilgai, and blackbuck, providing a suitable prey base for large carnivores
like cheetahs and leopards.

e Statement 2 is correct. The park forms part of the Vindhyan hill range ecosystem within the Central Indian
Highlands. Its undulating terrain, plateaus, and seasonal rivers contribute to a mosaic of habitats that support
rich biodiversity.

e Statement 3 is correct. Before being selected for India's Cheetah Reintroduction Project, Kuno was
developed over several decades as the most suitable second home for the Asiatic lion. Villages were
relocated, habitat was restored, and prey populations were enhanced in anticipation of lion translocation,
although the project was not implemented.

8) W.ith reference to the Asiatic Lion (Panthera leo persica), consider the following statements:
1. Itis naturally found only in India and is restricted to the semi-arid, dry-deciduous habitats of Gujarat.
2. |ltis listed as "Critically Endangered" under the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.
@
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3. ltisincluded in Schedule | of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, granting it the highest level of legal
protection in India.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

Solution: C

e Statement 1: Correct. The Asiatic Lion (Panthera leo persica) is the only wild lion population found naturally
in India. Its entire free-ranging population is confined to the Gir landscape of Gujarat, comprising dry
deciduous forests, thorn scrub, and grasslands.

e Statement 2: Incorrect. The Asiatic Lion is classified as Endangered (EN) on the IUCN Red List, not Critically
Endangered. Decades of conservation under the Gir ecosystem have resulted in a steady increase in its
population, although concerns such as disease outbreaks, habitat fragmentation, and concentration in a
single landscape remain.

e Statement 3: Correct. The species enjoys the highest legal protection under Schedule | of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 (as amended), prohibiting hunting and providing stringent penalties for offences. It is
also included in Appendix | of CITES, which bans international commercial trade in the species.

9) Consider the following statements:
Statement I: Western Himalayan Mountain forests experience severe early-winter surface fires that
rapidly escalate into crown fires.
Statement Il: Chir Pine trees shed highly resinous needle litter that accumulates densely across steep
forest slopes.
Statement Ill: Prolonged winter dry spells caused by weak western disturbances reduce forest floor
moisture levels.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement Il and Statement Il are correct and both of them explain Statement |
(b) Both Statement Il and Statement Ill are correct but only one of them explains Statement |
(c) Only one of the Statements Il and Il is correct and that explains Statement |
(d) Neither Statement Il nor Statement Ill is correct

Solution: A

e Forest fires in the Western Himalayan region pose a major ecological challenge.

e Statement | is correct as surface fires frequently escalate into destructive crown fires across mountain
slopes.

e Statement Il is correct because Chir Pine (Pinus roxburghii) forests shed highly resinous needles that form
thick, flammable fuel beds on steep slopes.

e Statement lll is also correct because climate anomalies, specifically suppressed western disturbances, cause
prolonged winter dry spells that drastically lower biomass fuel moisture.

e Both Statement Il and Statement Ill are correct and jointly explain Statement I. The resinous pine needles
supply the physical fuel load, while dry atmospheric conditions create optimal ignition conditions. When
ignited, surface blazes climb the vertical tree structure, transforming into uncontrollable crown fires that
destroy the forest canopy, organic topsoil, and natural water retention capacity.

10) Consider the following statements regarding Pink bollworm:
1. Pink bollworm is a generalist pest that feeds indiscriminately on pulses, oilseeds, and cotton crops.
2. Frequent monsoon showers disrupt the mating cycles of adult moths and submerge soil-dwelling
pupae.
Which of the above statements are correct?
(a) 1 only

ST
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(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

e Statement 1 is incorrect. Pink bollworm (Pectinophora gossypiella) is a specialist pest that primarily infests
cotton. The larvae bore into cotton bolls and feed on developing seeds, causing severe yield and quality
losses. It is not a generalist pest that feeds indiscriminately on pulses, oilseeds, and other crops.

e Statement 2 is correct. Frequent and well-distributed monsoon showers naturally suppress pink bollworm
populations. Continuous rainfall interferes with the flight and mating activities of adult moths, reducing egg
laying. In addition, prolonged wet conditions and waterlogging can adversely affect the survival of immature
stages, including soil-associated pupae in fields where pupation occurs, thereby lowering the pest population.
Consequently, years with good monsoon rainfall generally witness lower pink bollworm infestation compared
to dry years.

11) Consider the following statements:
1. Short cloudburst events caused by climate change saturate hill slopes and trigger sudden landslide
failures.
2. Cutting hill slopes vertically for infrastructure projects removes natural structural support at slope
bases.
3. Replacing native forests with shallow-rooted monoculture crops enhances natural soil cohesion
during heavy rainfall.
4. The Kasturirangan Committee recommended declaring the entire Western Ghats region as an
ecologically sensitive area.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
(a) There are four correct statements.
(b) There are two correct statements, that include statement 1.
(c) There is no correct statement.
(d) There is only one correct statement.

Solution: B

e Statement 1 is correct. Climate change has increased the frequency and intensity of extreme rainfall events,
including short-duration cloudbursts in many hilly regions. Such intense rainfall rapidly saturates slopes,
increases pore-water pressure, reduces soil shear strength, and can trigger sudden landslides.

e Statement 2 is correct. Vertical cutting of hill slopes for roads, railways, buildings, and other infrastructure
removes the natural toe support of the slope. This weakens slope stability and significantly increases the
likelihood of landslides, particularly during heavy rainfall.

e Statement 3 is incorrect. Native forests possess deep and diverse root systems that bind soil effectively and
enhance slope stability. Replacing them with shallow-rooted monoculture plantations or crops generally
reduces soil cohesion and increases erosion and landslide susceptibility.

e Statement 4 is incorrect. The Kasturirangan Committee recommended declaring approximately 37% of the
Western Ghats, mainly the natural landscape, as an Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA). It did not recommend
notifying the entire Western Ghats as an ESA.

12) With reference to the geological formation of the Western Ghats, consider the following statements:
1. The Western Ghats are young fold mountains, formed concurrently with the Himalayas through
orogenic processes.
2. The characteristic step-like topography of the region is a direct result of massive basaltic lava flows
from the Deccan Trap eruptions.
3. The western edge of the Deccan Plateau fractured and subsided, forming a prominent escarpment
that defines the Ghats.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) Only one
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(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

e Statement 1is incorrect. The Western Ghats are not young fold mountains like the Himalayas. They are part
of the ancient Peninsular Shield, dating back to the Precambrian Era. Their formation is attributed to cratonic
uplift and faulting, not the compressional forces of orogeny (mountain-building through folding) that created
the Himalayas. The Ghats are a fault-block mountain system.

e Statement 2 is correct. The term ‘trap’ in Deccan Traps refers to the Swedish word for 'stair-step'. The
massive volcanic eruptions led to extensive basaltic lava flows that solidified in layers, creating the distinct
step-like highland topography seen across western India, which is a defining feature of the Deccan Plateau's
western edge.

e Statement 3 is correct. The Western Ghats are essentially the uplifted, rugged edge of the Deccan Plateau.
This escarpment was formed when the western part of the plateau broke away and subsided into the Arabian
Sea following the northward drift of the Indian plate after it separated from Gondwanaland. This subsidence
created the steep slope or escarpment.

13) Consider the following statements regarding the formation and effects of tar balls:
1. Tar balls are always found near the site of oil spills and cannot travel long distances.
2. The environmental impact of tar balls is minimal because they quickly degrade once they reach
shorelines.
3. The size of tar balls can range from small pebbles to fist-sized clumps, depending on environmental
conditions and exposure.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: A

e Statement 1 is incorrect because tar balls can travel significant distances from the site of oil spills, often
being carried by ocean currents to shorelines far away.

e Statement 2 is incorrect because tar balls can persist in the environment for long periods and continue to
pose environmental hazards, especially if they contain toxic substances like PAHs.

e Statement 3 is correct, as tar balls vary in size depending on environmental exposure and conditions,
ranging from small pebbles to larger, fist-sized clumps. Their surface texture can also be smooth or rough
based on environmental factors.

14) Consider the following statements:

Statement-I: The formation of secondary pollutants like ammonium sulphate is a significant
environmental concern in India.

Statement-Il: India has high emissions of primary pollutants such as sulphur dioxide (SO,) from coal
combustion and ammonia (NHs) from agricultural activities.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

a) Both Statement-| and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-I

b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-I

c) Statement-| is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect

d) Statement-l is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: A
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e Statement-l is correct. Secondary pollutants are atmospheric pollutants that are not directly emitted from a
source. They form when primary pollutants react in the atmosphere. Ammonium sulphate ((NH4).S0,) is a
key component of particulate matter (PM2.5) and contributes significantly to haze and acid rain, posing risks
to human health and ecosystems. Its presence is a notable environmental issue.

e Statement-ll is correct. India's energy and agricultural sectors are major sources of primary pollutants. The
heavy reliance on coal for power generation leads to substantial emissions of sulphur dioxide (SO,).
Simultaneously, the extensive use of nitrogen-based fertilizers, particularly urea, in agriculture results in
significant emissions of ammonia (NHs).

e Statement-ll is the correct explanation for Statement-l because ammonium sulphate is formed in the
atmosphere through the chemical reaction between the primary pollutants ammonia (NHs) and sulphur
dioxide (SO,).

3. Geography

1) Consider the following statements regarding the climatological dynamics of the Hindu Kush Himalaya (HKH)
region:
1. A positive Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D) typically offsets the drying influence of El Nifio by enhancing
monsoon rainfall over parts of South Asia.
2. High-intensity, short-duration rainfall events remain a primary driver of disaster risks in mountain
catchments, even during a weaker monsoon season.
3. Below-average winter snow persistence at the beginning of the monsoon season acts as a natural
buffer that decreases the sensitivity of groundwater systems to rainfall variability.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Solution: A

e Statement 1 is correct. A positive Indian Ocean Dipole (10D) is characterised by warmer-than-normal sea
surface temperatures in the western Indian Ocean and cooler-than-normal temperatures in the eastern
Indian Ocean. This pattern strengthens moisture transport towards the Indian subcontinent and often
enhances the southwest monsoon. During some years, a positive |IOD can partially or substantially offset the
rainfall-suppressing influence of El Nifio, reducing monsoon deficits over parts of South Asia. However, the
extent of this offset depends on the relative strength and timing of both climate phenomena.

e Statement 2 is correct. In the Hindu Kush Himalaya (HKH) region, disaster risks are increasingly driven by
high-intensity, short-duration rainfall events rather than seasonal rainfall totals alone. Such cloudbursts and
extreme precipitation episodes can trigger flash floods, landslides, debris flows, and glacial lake outburst
flood-related hazards. Therefore, even in years with an overall weaker monsoon, localized extreme rainfall
can cause severe damage in fragile mountain catchments.

e Statement 3 is incorrect. Below-average winter snow persistence reduces the natural storage of water in
snowpacks. Consequently, groundwater recharge and streamflow become more dependent on rainfall during
the monsoon, increasing—not decreasing—the sensitivity of groundwater systems to rainfall variability.
Reduced snow reserves also diminish the buffering capacity of mountain hydrological systems during dry
periods.

2) Which climate phenomenon is characterized by warmer-than-normal sea surface temperatures in the
western Indian Ocean near the African coast, which typically helps enhance monsoon rainfall over the Indian
subcontinent?

(a) El Nifio
(b) La Nifia
@
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(c) Positive Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)
(d) Negative Indian Ocean Dipole (I0OD)

Solution: C

The Indian Ocean Dipole (10D), often called the "Indian Nifio," represents sea surface temperature differences in
the Indian Ocean. A positive IOD occurs when the western Indian Ocean near the Somalia coast becomes warmer
than the eastern part. This warming enhances rainfall along the African coastline and the Indian subcontinent,
which can help offset the dry weather patterns brought on by an El Nifio in the Pacific Ocean.

3) Consider the following statements:
Statement I: Taiwan is part of the "Pacific Ring of Fire".
Statement Il: More than two-thirds of Taiwan’s land area is dominated by the Central Mountain Range.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(c) Statement-l is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect
(d) Statement-l is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: B

e Statement | is correct: Taiwan is part of the Pacific Ring of Fire, which is the most seismically and volcanically
active zone in the world. This is due to its location at the boundary of tectonic plates.

e Statement Il is correct: Geographically, the island is very rugged, with the Central Mountain Range covering
over two-thirds of its territory.

e While both statements describe the physical geography of Taiwan, Statement Il (topography) is not the
reason for Statement | (tectonic location). The "Ring of Fire" status is due to plate boundaries, whereas the
mountain range is a result of that tectonic activity, but the extent of the range doesn't "explain" the Ring of
Fire. Thus, they are independent facts.

4) Consider the following statements:
1. An El Nifio event typically restricts its meteorological impact to the southwest monsoon season,
leaving winter-grown rabi crops largely unaffected.
2. Minimum support price systems based on payment of price differences over open market rates can
prevent resource-intensive crop monoculture during drought cycles.
3. The Indian Ocean Dipole (I0D), when entering a strong positive phase, acts as a critical ocean-
atmosphere interaction that can help offset the monsoon rainfall deficits induced by El Nifio.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
(a) All three statements are correct.
(b) There is no correct statement.
(c) There are two correct statements that include statement 3.
(d) There is only one correct statement.

Solution: C

e Statement 1 is incorrect because the impacts of a strong El Niiio event are not restricted to the summer
kharif season. By suppressing winter rainfall and elevating seasonal temperatures, El Nifio leads to shorter,
warmer winters, directly harming the yields of crucial rabi crops such as wheat, mustard, and pulses.

e Statement 2 is correct because the strategic deployment of price-difference compensation mechanisms
incentivizes farmers to cultivate less water-intensive crops, such as pulses, millets, and oilseeds, over water-
guzzling crops like sugarcane or rice during drought-prone phases.

e Statement 3 is correct because historical meteorological data indicates that a strong, positive Indian Ocean
Dipole (IOD)—characterized by relative warming in the western Indian Ocean—can successfully offset El
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Niflo-induced rainfall deficits by channeling moisture-laden winds directly toward the Indian subcontinent, as
observed during major monsoon seasons like 1997 and 2019.

5) Consider the following statements regarding the meteorological mechanics of atmospheric blocking events:
1. A heat dome operates as a low-pressure system that accelerates air convection, causing rapid cloud
formation and widespread storms.
2. An "Omega Block" is a meteorological phenomenon characterized by a blocking high-pressure system
that traps warm air, intensifying heatwaves.
3. Climate change has been scientifically proven to decrease the overall size and physical intensity of
atmospheric blocking events globally.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
(a) There are two correct statements, that include statement 2.
(b) There are two correct statements, that are statements 1 and 3.
(c) All three statements are correct.
(d) There is only one correct statement, that is statement 2.

Solution: D

e Statement 1 is incorrect because a heat dome is a thermodynamic phenomenon driven by a strong high-
pressure system in the atmosphere, not a low-pressure system. This high-pressure system acts as a lid,
trapping sinking warm air and suppressing the convection currents that drive cloud formation and
precipitation.

e Statement 2 is correct because an "Omega Block" is a type of high-pressure blocking system that halts
normal atmospheric movement, trapping warm air over large areas and intensifying heatwaves, as observed
in Europe and the United States.

e Statement 3 is incorrect because climate scientists working with the IPCC and NASA have established that
rising global temperatures and greenhouse gas concentrations make blocking weather events and heat
domes larger, more frequent, and more intense. The stagnant winds and elevated humidity associated with
heat domes worsen human heat stress by reducing the body’s ability to cool down through sweating,
especially at night when high humidity prevents necessary physiological recovery.

6) Consider the following statements:
1. A heat dome occurs when a persistent high-pressure system traps hot air over a region.
2. High atmospheric humidity during heatwaves accelerates nighttime radiative cooling, providing
instant relief.
3. Marine heatwaves in surrounding oceans suppress cool nocturnal sea breezes, compounding land-
based warming.
4. Anthropogenic climate change is the sole driver of the warming trends observed in global oceans.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
(a) There are four correct statements.
(b) There are two correct statements, that include statement 1.
(c) There is no correct statement.
(d) There is only one correct statement.

Solution: B

e Statement 1 is Correct. A heat dome develops when a persistent high-pressure system acts like a lid, trapping
hot air near the surface. The sinking air compresses and warms further, leading to prolonged periods of
extreme heat.

e Statement 2 is Incorrect. High atmospheric humidity does not accelerate nighttime radiative cooling. Instead,
water vapour acts as a greenhouse gas, trapping outgoing longwave radiation and reducing nighttime cooling.
This results in warmer nights and greater heat stress.

e Statement 3 is Correct. Marine heatwaves warm adjacent ocean waters, reducing the temperature contrast
between land and sea. This weakens the cooling effect of nocturnal sea breezes, allowing higher nighttime
temperatures over nearby coastal regions and compounding heatwave impacts.
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e Statement 4 is Incorrect. Anthropogenic climate change is the primary driver of long-term global ocean
warming, but it is not the sole driver. Natural climate variability, such as El Nifio—Southern Oscillation, and
other ocean—atmosphere interactions also influence short-term and regional ocean temperature variations.

7) Consider the following Indian States:
1. Arunachal Pradesh

Assam

Nagaland

Manipur

Tripura
6. Mizoram

How many of the above states share a land border with Myanmar?
(a) Only three
(b) Only four
(c) Only five
(d) All six

vk wnN

Solution: B

India shares a 1,643 km long border with Myanmar. Only four northeastern states share this border: Arunachal
Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, and Mizoram. Assam and Tripura do not touch Myanmar.

ARUNACHAL PRADESH
\

Bhutan O PangsaL)\Pass
MANIPURT MYANMAR /
'S oSagaing Divigion
Imphal -
P O Tamu / China
Bangladesh R Moreh (
MIZORAM a
OChin state \
I O Mandalay \

8) Consider the following statements:
1. El Nifio conditions usually suppress southwest monsoon rainfall across the Indian subcontinent.
2. Weaker monsoon wind and hydropower output reduce the overall operational demand for thermal
power generation.
3. Grid management during severe El Nifio years relies heavily on dispatchable coal-fired capacity
buffering.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
(a) There are two correct statements, that include statement 2.
(b) There are two correct statements, that are statements 1 and 3.
(c) All three statements are correct.
(d) There is only one correct statement, that is statement 2.

Solution: B

e Statement 1: Correct. El Nifio is generally associated with weaker southwest monsoon rainfall over much of
the Indian subcontinent. Although the impact varies from year to year, many El Nifio years have experienced
below-normal monsoon rainfall, increasing the likelihood of drought and agricultural stress.

e Statement 2: Incorrect. A weaker monsoon reduces reservoir inflows, leading to lower hydropower
generation. This does not reduce the need for thermal power. Instead, the electricity shortfall created by
reduced hydropower is typically compensated by higher generation from thermal power plants, particularly
coal-fired stations. Therefore, operational demand for thermal power generally increases, not decreases.

e Statement 3: Correct. Coal-fired power plants are dispatchable sources of electricity, meaning their output
can be adjusted according to demand. During severe El Nifio years, when hydropower generation declines

ST
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and electricity demand may remain high, coal-based generation often serves as the primary buffer to
maintain grid stability and ensure reliable power supply.

9) Consider the following statements regarding the "Omega Blocking Pattern" (Heat Dome):
1. It occurs when a persistent high-pressure system is trapped between two low-pressure troughs,
forming a shape similar to the Greek letter (.
2. It prevents normal atmospheric movement, leading to prolonged heatwaves and dry conditions over
the affected region.
3. Europe is particularly vulnerable to this phenomenon because it is warming at roughly twice the
global average rate.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(@) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Solution: D

e Statement 1: Correct. An Omega Blocking Pattern is a large-scale atmospheric circulation pattern in which a
strong, persistent high-pressure ridge is positioned between two low-pressure troughs, resembling the
Greek letter Q (Omega) on weather maps. This blocking pattern disrupts the normal west-to-east movement
of weather systems, allowing the same weather conditions to persist over a region for several days or even
weeks.

e Statement 2: Correct. The persistent high-pressure system causes air to sink (subsidence), compressing and
warming it while suppressing cloud formation and rainfall. As a result, the affected region experiences
prolonged heatwaves, dry conditions, and clear skies. This mechanism is commonly referred to as a heat
dome, as the high-pressure system effectively traps hot air near the surface and prevents cooler air from
replacing it.

e Statement 3: Correct. Europe is especially susceptible to severe heatwaves associated with Omega blocking
because it is warming at approximately twice the global average rate, according to assessments by the
World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the Copernicus Climate Change Service. Human-induced
climate change increases the likelihood and intensity of extreme heat events, while persistent blocking
patterns can amplify their duration and impacts.
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10) Which of the following measures align with the concept of "Sponge Cities" promoted for urban flood
management?
1. Replacing natural wetlands with high-capacity concrete drainage channels.
2. Increasing urban green spaces, bio-swales, and permeable pavements.
3. Implementing rain-gardens to store and naturally filter storm runoff.
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Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Solution: B

e The Sponge City concept is an urban planning approach that aims to make cities function like a sponge by
absorbing, storing, filtering, and gradually releasing rainwater, thereby reducing urban flooding and
improving water security. Instead of relying solely on conventional concrete drainage systems, it emphasizes
nature-based solutions that restore the natural hydrological cycle.

e Hence, Statement 1 is incorrect because replacing wetlands with concrete channels reduces the land's ability
to absorb water, increases surface runoff, lowers groundwater recharge, and often aggravates downstream
flooding.

e In contrast, Statement 2 is correct as permeable pavements, bio-swales, green spaces, and green roofs allow
rainwater to infiltrate the soil and reduce runoff.

e Statement 3 is also correct because rain gardens temporarily store stormwater, filter pollutants through
vegetation and soil, and release water slowly into the ground. Countries such as China have widely adopted
Sponge City projects, while Indian cities are increasingly incorporating similar blue-green infrastructure
measures under sustainable urban development and climate resilience initiatives.

11) With reference to the geological and vegetative landscape of North-East India, consider the following
statements regarding Kaziranga National Park:

1. The parkis bordered to the north by the massive alluvial floodplains of the Brahmaputra River.

2. The terrain transitions into the foothills of the Karbi Anglong hills along its southern boundary.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

e Statement 1 is correct. Kaziranga National Park and Tiger Reserve is geologically defined by the vast riverine
silt structures and alluvial floodplains carved out by the Brahmaputra River, which directly demarcates the
northern geographical border of the wildlife sanctuary.

e Statement 2 is correct because the low-lying marshy grasslands and flat riverine plains of the sanctuary
transition into the elevated terrain and foothills of the Karbi Anglong hills to its south. This structural layout
creates an important corridor that animals use to escape inundation during seasonal monsoon flooding.

4. Government Schemes and Programmes

1) Consider the following statements regarding Quality Council of India (QCl).
Statement I: The Quality Council of India (QCI) helps Indian exporters overcome Technical Barriers to
Trade (TBT) under the WTO.
Statement Il: QCl maintains international linkages and mutual recognition agreements with global bodies
like the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC).

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|

@
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(c) Statement-I is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect
(d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: A

e Statement | is correct: One of the core functions of the QCl is to facilitate trade by ensuring that Indian goods
meet internationally acceptable standards, thereby overcoming TBT (Technical Barriers to Trade) and SPS
(Sanitary and Phytosanitary) barriers under the WTO framework.

e Statement Il is correct: The QCI maintains linkages with international bodies like ILAC (International
Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation) and IAF (International Accreditation Forum).

e Because the QCl has these international linkages and Mutual Recognition Agreements, the certificates and
accreditations issued in India are accepted globally. This global acceptance is precisely what allows Indian
exporters to bypass technical barriers in foreign markets.

e Therefore, Statement Il is the correct explanation for Statement I.

2) Inthe context of early childhood care and education (ECCE) under the Anganwadi system in India, the terms
"Aadharshila" and "Navchetana" refer to:
(a) National initiatives designed to integrate early stimulation and play-based preschool learning.
(b) Portals launched to track the real-time nutritional health of pregnant women.
(c) Digital platforms to train primary school teachers in advanced coding and computer skills.
(d) Special scholarship schemes aimed at preventing high school dropouts among girl students.

Solution: A

e Early childhood development is a highly dynamic process in which health, nutrition, and early cognitive
stimulation interact. To operationalize this understanding, Indian policymakers have rolled out national
frameworks to transform neighborhood Anganwadis into vibrant early learning nodes.

e The Aadharshila framework is designed to systematically strengthen play-based preschool education within
Anganwadi centres for children aged three to six.

e Conversely, the Navchetana framework extends early stimulation directly into the home environment,
providing science-based methods for caregivers of children under three to support cognitive growth through
simple, everyday interactions like "loving, talking, and playing".

e Exposure to such structured early stimulation has been shown to result in seven units higher 1Q scores in
children, effectively helping them overcome the developmental deficits linked to socio-economic poverty.

3) Consider the following statements regarding the Employees’ State Insurance Corporation (ESIC):
1. It falls under the administrative jurisdiction of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
2. The scheme covers both permanent physical disability and dependency benefits in the event of
employment-related injury.
3. The current statutory wage ceiling for coverage under the ESI Act applies uniformly to both formal
industrial workers and agricultural laborers.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Solution: B

e Statement 1 is Incorrect. The Employees' State Insurance Corporation functions under the administrative
control of the Ministry of Labour and Employment, not the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. Although
ESIC operates hospitals and dispensaries, its parent ministry is the Ministry of Labour and Employment.

e Statement 2 is Correct. Under the Employees' State Insurance Act, 1948, insured persons suffering an
employment injury are entitled to disablement benefits, including compensation for temporary and
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permanent disablement. In the event of death due to an employment-related injury, dependants' benefits
are provided to eligible family members.

e Statement 3 is Incorrect. The statutory wage ceiling under the ESI Act applies only to employees working in
establishments covered by the Act. It does not apply uniformly to all formal industrial workers and
agricultural labourers. Most agricultural labourers are outside the scope of the ESI scheme unless they are
employed in an establishment specifically covered under the Act.

4) Consider the following statements:
Statement-I: Aadhaar cannot, by itself, be treated as conclusive proof of citizenship or domicile for
determining eligibility under laws that specifically require verification of those statuses.
Statement-Il: Section 9 of the Aadhaar Act, 2016 explicitly provides that an Aadhaar number does not, by
itself, confer any right of, or serve as proof of, citizenship or domicile.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-I.
(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-I.
(c) Statement-l is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect.
(d) Statement-l is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct.

Solution: A

e Section 9 of the Aadhaar Act, 2016 expressly provides that an Aadhaar number does not, by itself, confer any
right of, or serve as proof of, citizenship or domicile. The Aadhaar system was created primarily to establish
the identity of a resident for efficient delivery of welfare benefits and public services. Since enrolment is
based on residency and not citizenship, even eligible non-citizen residents may obtain Aadhaar.
Consequently, possession of an Aadhaar card cannot be treated as conclusive evidence of Indian citizenship
or domicile.

e This statutory provision directly explains why Statement-I is correct. Whenever a law or government scheme
specifically requires proof of citizenship, domicile, or any other legal status, the competent authority must
rely on documents or verification procedures prescribed under the relevant law. Aadhaar may assist in
identity authentication, but it cannot substitute for documentary proof of citizenship or domicile. This
distinction has also been consistently reiterated by the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI),
which states that Aadhaar is only a proof of identity and not proof of citizenship, domicile, or date of birth.

5) Consider the following statements regarding Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Act:
1. The VB-G RAM G Act, 2025, completely replaced the old Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act.
2. The statutory minimum wage rate under VB-G RAM G can be lower than previous MGNREGA wages.
3. The legislation introduces a mandatory pause in employment guarantees during peak rural harvesting
seasons.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
(a) There are two correct statements, that include statement 2.
(b) There are two correct statements, that are statements 1 and 3.
(c) All three statements are correct.
(d) There is only one correct statement, that is statement 2.

Solution: B

e The Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB-G RAM G) Act, 2025, which came
into force on July 1, 2026, replaced the landmark Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA), 2005. This statutory transition represents a major shift in rural welfare policy, making Statement
1 correct.
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e To prevent real wage suppression, Section 10 of the new Act mandates that the central government's notified
wage rates cannot be less than those previously guaranteed under Section 6 of MGNREGA, making Statement
2 incorrect.

e While the Act increases guaranteed work days from 100 to 125, it introduces a mandatory 60-day pause
during peak agricultural sowing and harvesting seasons. This pause is structurally designed to balance public
works employment with the labor demands of private farms, mitigating seasonal farm-labor deficits.
Statement 3 is correct.

6) Inthe context of demographic and health indicators in India, the "Sample Registration System (SRS)" is
fundamentally used by policymakers to track which of the following?
1. Infant Mortality Rate (IMR)
2. Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR)
3. Crude Death Rate and Birth Rate
4. Institutional vs. Non-institutional Mortalities
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c)1,2,and 3 only
(d)1,2,3,and 4

Solution: D

e The Sample Registration System (SRS) is a large-scale demographic survey conducted continuously by the
Office of the Registrar General of India (ORGI) under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

e It serves as the primary mechanism for generating reliable annual estimates of crucial vital statistics in India.
This includes the Crude Birth Rate (CBR), Crude Death Rate (CDR), Infant Mortality Rate (IMR), and Maternal
Mortality Ratio (MMR).

e Crucially, it also captures the nature of medical attention received before death, allowing policymakers to
track the proportion of institutional versus non-institutional mortalities (deaths without medical attention
from a trained professional).

7) Consider the following statements about national nutrition strategies:
1. The "First 1,000 Days" strategy spans the period from conception to a child’s second birthday and
represents the critical window for cognitive development.
2. POSHAN Abhiyaan (National Nutrition Mission) targets the reduction of stunting, undernutrition,
anemia, and low birth weight among young children and women.
Which of the above statements are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c)Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

e Statement 1 is correct because the "First 1,000 Days" is universally recognized in public health as the critical
window spanning from pregnancy through a child's second birthday. Because major brain development and
physical growth occur during this phase, nutritional deficiencies during this period can cause irreversible,
lifelong cognitive and physical damage.

e Statement 2 is correct because the central goal of POSHAN Abhiyaan is to establish a multi-sectoral
convergence framework to systematically reduce stunting, acute undernutrition, anemia among adolescent
girls and pregnant women, and low birth weight.

8) Which of the following is the official executing and implementing agency for the "One Nation One
Subscription" (ONOS) scheme launched by the Government of India?
(a) Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)
@
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(b) INFLIBNET Centre (under the University Grants Commission)
(c) National Informatics Centre (NIC)
(d) Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)

Solution: B

e The One Nation One Subscription (ONOS) initiative is a central sector scheme designed to provide country-
wide access to high-impact international scholarly research articles and journal publications.

e The Information and Library Network (INFLIBNET) Centre, an autonomous Inter-University Centre of the
University Grants Commission (UGC) under the Ministry of Education, serves as the designated executing and
implementing agency. INFLIBNET is responsible for coordinating with publishers, centrally managing digital
access via campus IP addresses, and streamlining payments from various central library consortia and higher
education institutions. This centralized access framework eliminates duplication in institutional subscriptions,
democratizes knowledge access, and allows Indian researchers to access over 13,000 journals from 30
prominent international publishers through a unified portal.

9) With reference to The Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024, consider the following
statements:
1. It covers examinations conducted by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC), Staff Selection
Commission (SSC), and National Testing Agency (NTA).
2. All offenses under this Act are designated as cognizable, non-bailable, and non-compoundable.
3. Individual candidates who resort to cheating are explicitly made liable for criminal prosecution under
the provisions of this Act.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(@) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Solution: A

e Statement 1 is correct because the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Act, 2024 applies to
specified public examinations conducted by central recruiting agencies such as the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC), Staff Selection Commission (SSC), National Testing Agency (NTA), Railway Recruitment
Boards (RRBs), and the Institute of Banking Personnel Selection (IBPS), along with examinations notified by
the Central Government.

e Statement 2 is also correct because the Act declares all offences as cognizable, non-bailable, and non-
compoundable, enabling stringent investigation and prosecution against organised examination fraud.

e Statement 3 is incorrect because the Act is not intended to criminalise individual candidates merely for
resorting to cheating. Instead, it primarily targets organised unfair means such as question paper leaks,
impersonation networks, hacking of examination systems, and collusion by organised groups or service
providers. Individual candidates remain subject mainly to disciplinary measures prescribed by the respective
examination authorities, such as cancellation of candidature, disqualification, or debarment, unless they are
involved in organised criminal activities covered by the Act.

10) Consider the following statements regarding the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976:
1. The Act extinguishes and discharges all property liabilities or debts associated with the bonded labor
system.
2. The primary statutory responsibility for the implementation of the Act, including the identification
and release of laborers, rests with the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC).
3. The Act mandates the constitution of Vigilance Committees at both the District and Sub-divisional
levels.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
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(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Solution: C

e Statement 1 is correct. The Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976 abolishes the bonded labour system
and extinguishes every bonded debt. Any obligation to repay such debt ceases to exist, and all liabilities
arising out of the bonded labour system are discharged. The Act also provides for the restoration of property
taken from bonded labourers in connection with bonded debts.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. The primary statutory responsibility for implementing the Act lies with the District
Magistrate and other authorities designated by the State Government. Their responsibilities include
identifying, releasing, and rehabilitating bonded labourers and ensuring effective implementation of the Act.
While the National Human Rights Commission has been entrusted by the Supreme Court with monitoring the
implementation of bonded labour laws, it is not the statutory authority responsible under the Act for
identification and release of bonded labourers.

e Statement 3 is correct. The Act provides for the constitution of Vigilance Committees at both the District and
Sub-divisional levels. These committees assist in implementing the Act, identifying bonded labourers,
facilitating their economic and social rehabilitation, and advising authorities on matters relating to bonded
labour.

11) With reference to child development and welfare frameworks in India, consider the following pairs of
initiatives and their core features:

Initiative Core Focal Area

1. PM-POSHAN < A . .

Scheme Providing nutritional support to school-going children through hot cooked meals.
2. Anganwadi Grassroots centers providing early childhood care, pre-school education, and
System primary healthcare referral.

A direct cash benefit transfer scheme aimed at mitigating climate change losses for

3. Mission Vatsalya .
rural infants.

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2and 3 only
(d)1,2and3

Solution: B

Pair 1 is correctly matched. The PM-POSHAN (Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman) Scheme provides hot
cooked meals to children studying in government and government-aided schools. The scheme aims to improve
nutritional status, enhance school enrolment and attendance, and reduce classroom hunger.

Pair 2 is correctly matched. The Anganwadi System, established under the Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS), consists of grassroots centres that provide:

e Supplementary nutrition,

e Early childhood care and pre-school education,

e Growth monitoring,

e Immunization support,

e Health check-ups, and

e Referral services for healthcare.
These centres play a crucial role in improving maternal and child health outcomes.
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Pair 3 is incorrectly matched. Mission Vatsalya is not a direct cash benefit transfer scheme related to climate
change losses. It is the Government of India's flagship child protection programme, aimed at ensuring the care,
protection, rehabilitation, and welfare of children in difficult circumstances. It supports institutional and non-
institutional child care services, adoption, foster care, sponsorship, and strengthens child protection mechanisms.

12) Consider the following mechanisms/frameworks related to Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) in India:
1. The Aapda Mitra scheme aims to train community volunteers in disaster response, search, and rescue
in flood-prone districts.
2. The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015-2030) is a legally binding international
agreement signed by India to eliminate natural disaster risks.
3. Integrated River Basin Management (IRBM) prioritizes managing river basins based on dynamic
hydrological boundaries rather than political state borders.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(@) 1and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Solution: B

e Statement 1: Correct. The Aapda Mitra Scheme, implemented by the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA), is a community-based disaster risk reduction initiative. It aims to train local volunteers in
search and rescue, first aid, evacuation, and relief operations, particularly in disaster-prone districts such as
those vulnerable to floods, cyclones, and other natural hazards. The objective is to create a cadre of trained
community responders who can provide immediate assistance during the critical period before professional
rescue teams arrive.

e Statement 2: Incorrect. The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (2015-2030) is not a legally
binding treaty. It is a voluntary, non-binding global framework adopted at the Third UN World Conference
on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai, Japan, and endorsed by the UN General Assembly. Rather than seeking
to eliminate natural disasters—which is impossible—it aims to substantially reduce disaster risk and disaster
losses in terms of lives, livelihoods, health, and economic, physical, social, cultural, and environmental assets
through better risk governance and resilience.

e Statement 3: Correct. Integrated River Basin Management (IRBM) is a holistic approach to managing water,
land, and related resources at the river basin or watershed level, which is determined by natural
hydrological boundaries rather than administrative or political boundaries. Since rivers and their tributaries
often flow across multiple states, IRBM emphasizes coordinated planning, sustainable water use, flood
management, ecosystem conservation, and stakeholder participation across the entire basin.

13) Consider the following statements regarding the Biopharma SHAKTI initiative:
1. It aims to establish domestic manufacturing capacity for biopharmaceuticals and biological medicines.
2. It focuses on addressing the rising prevalence of non-communicable diseases such as cancer and
diabetes.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c)Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C
Statement 1 is correct because the Union Budget announced the Biopharma SHAKTI scheme to boost India's

domestic biopharmaceutical industry, aiming to position the nation as a global manufacturing hub for biological
drugs.
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Statement 2 is correct because the policy specifically targets India's shifting disease burden toward non-
communicable diseases (NCDs), including diabetes, cardiovascular ailments, and cancer, by improving local
accessibility and lowering the costs of biological treatments.

5. Science and Technology

1) In the context of viral diseases, which of the following best describes the difference between Hantavirus
Pulmonary Syndrome (HPS) and the common flu?
(a) HPS is caused by a bacterial infection, while the flu is viral.
(b) The mortality rate of HPS is significantly higher than that of the common flu.
(c) HPS is transmitted via respiratory droplets between humans, whereas the flu is animal-borne.
(d) The flu primarily affects the kidneys, while HPS affects the respiratory system.

Solution: B

e Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome (HPS) is a rare but severe viral disease caused by hantaviruses, which are
primarily transmitted to humans through contact with infected rodent urine, droppings, or saliva. The disease
mainly affects the lungs and can rapidly progress to severe respiratory distress and failure.

e Option (a) is incorrect because both HPS and the common flu are caused by viruses. HPS is caused by
hantaviruses, whereas the flu is caused by influenza viruses.

e Option (b) is correct because HPS has a much higher case-fatality rate than seasonal influenza. While
seasonal flu generally has a relatively low mortality rate, HPS can be fatal in a substantial proportion of cases,
making it one of the more dangerous viral respiratory illnesses.

e Option (c) is incorrect because influenza commonly spreads through respiratory droplets and aerosols from
infected individuals. HPS is usually acquired through exposure to contaminated rodent excreta rather than
routine human-to-human transmission.

e Option (d) is incorrect because influenza primarily affects the respiratory tract, not the kidneys. HPS also
predominantly affects the respiratory system, particularly the lungs, causing pulmonary edema and breathing
difficulties.

e Thus, the most important distinguishing feature among the given options is the significantly higher mortality
rate associated with HPS compared to the common flu.

2) The GRAPES-3 experiment, which houses the world's largest tracking muon detector to study cosmic rays, is
located in which of the following places in India?
(a) Hanle, Ladakh
(b) Ooty, Tamil Nadu
(c) Mount Abu, Rajasthan
(d) Pune, Maharashtra

Solution: B

e The GRAPES-3 (Gamma Ray Astronomy PeV EnergieS — Phase 3) experiment is located at Ooty
(Udhagamandalam), Tamil Nadu, at an altitude of about 2,200 metres. It is operated by the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research to study high-energy cosmic rays and their interactions with Earth's atmosphere.

e The experiment consists of a large air shower array and the world's largest tracking muon detector, which is
used to detect muons produced when cosmic rays strike atmospheric nuclei. By measuring these secondary
particles, scientists investigate the origin, composition, and energy spectrum of cosmic rays, as well as
transient phenomena such as solar storms and space weather. The detector has also contributed to studies
on geomagnetic disturbances and thunderstorm-related particle acceleration.

e The high-altitude location at Ooty, combined with its geomagnetic characteristics, makes it particularly
suitable for observing extensive air showers generated by ultra-high-energy cosmic rays.

3) Consider the following statements:
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Statement I: Increasing the volumetric blending ratio of ethanol in petrol causes a decrease in vehicle
mileage.

Statement Il: Ethanol has lower volumetric energy density and calorific value than fossil-based petrol.

Statement Ill: Ethanol has a high-octane number that enhances the fuel's anti-knock properties.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

(a) Both Statement Il and Statement Ill are correct and both of them explain Statement |

(b) Both Statement Il and Statement Ill are correct but only one of them explains Statement |

(c) Only one of the Statements Il and Il is correct and that explains Statement |

(d) Neither Statement Il nor Statement Ill is correct

Solution: B

e India's rapid advancement toward higher biofuel blends, transitioning from E10 to E20 nationwide and
planning for E25, has highlighted distinct chemical and mechanical challenges.

e Statement | is correct because actual vehicle testing confirms a noticeable decrease in fuel economy under
higher ethanol concentrations.

e Statement Il is correct and acts as the direct explanation for Statement I. Ethanol (C, HsOH) contains 30% to
35% less raw energy per unit volume compared to pure gasoline, which has a longer carbon chain.
Consequently, blending ethanol into petrol creates a proportional calorific deficit, forcing the internal
combustion engine to consume more fuel to generate equivalent power output, leading to a 5% to 12%
mileage drop in legacy engines.

e Statement lll is correct but does not explain the mileage drop. Ethanol possesses a high octane rating
(approximately 108 Research Octane Number), which enhances the blend's resistance to premature auto-
ignition or knocking. While this anti-knock property and high latent heat of vaporization facilitate smoother
power delivery and engine efficiency, it does not compensate for the fundamental volumetric energy deficit
that drives the drop in vehicle mileage.

4) In the study of biofuels, ethanol is frequently described as having a highly "hygroscopic" nature. This means
that ethanol has a strong tendency to:
(a) Evaporate rapidly at ambient room temperatures.
(b) Attract and absorb water molecules from its surroundings.
(c) Solidify into a gel-like substance under high pressure.
(d) Dissolve metals and synthetic plastics instantly upon contact.

Solution: B

The term "hygroscopic" refers to the chemical property of a substance to readily attract and hold water
molecules from the surrounding environment. In the context of biofuels, ethanol’s highly hygroscopic nature
means that it easily absorbs moisture from the atmosphere. This poses operational risks in vehicle fuel systems,
as absorbed water can lead to fuel-phase separation, causing rust and corrosion in metal or rubber engine
components, particularly in legacy vehicles.

5) Consider the following statements about Cervical cancer:

1. Cervical cancer remains highly fatal in India despite being among the most preventable diseases.

2. Disparities in cervical cancer screening rates are stark between different Indian states.

3. The national immunization programme now includes the HPV vaccine for adolescent girls.
Which of the following inferences can be drawn from the above statements?

1. Statement | suggests that socio-cultural barriers and logistical gaps limit access to preventive care.

2. Statement Il suggests that regional health disparities leave vulnerable populations disproportionately

exposed to risks.

3. Statement Ill suggests that public policy targets long-term elimination aligned with global standards.
Select the answer using the code given below:

(a) 1and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 3 only

@
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(d)1,2and 3

Solution: D

e Statement 1 is correct and supports Inference 1; cervical cancer is highly preventable, yet India records
roughly 80,000 deaths annually. This tragic paradox highlights how persistent sociocultural barriers, logistical
gaps, and poor information dissemination prevent women from accessing diagnostic care.

e Statement 2 is correct and supports Inference 2; screening rates show extreme inequality, exceeding 10% in
Tamil Nadu but plunging to 0.2% in Assam and West Bengal. This divergence demonstrates that regional
healthcare infrastructure disparities disproportionately expose marginalized women to late-stage disease
risks.

e Statement 3 is correct and supports Inference 3; the launch of the HPV vaccination programme for
adolescent girls represents a major policy alignment with the World Health Organization’s elimination targets.
By integrating the vaccine into national immunization plans, India aims to reduce long-term morbidity and
narrow equity gaps.

6) Consider the following statements:
Statement I: Private orbital launches in India operate under administrative policies rather than dedicated
space legislation.
Statement Il: India currently lacks an enacted Space Activities Act to statutorily govern third-party orbital
launch liabilities.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(c) Statement-I is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect
(d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: A

e The commercial space sector in India reached a key milestone with the successful orbital demonstration by
private aerospace entities like Skyroot Aerospace. However, the governance framework regulating private
orbital launch enterprises remains dependent on policy executive orders and contractual guidelines issued by
the Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe) rather than a comprehensive
legislative statute.

¢ India does not currently possess a dedicated Space Activities Act passed by Parliament. Under international
space law, specifically the United Nations Outer Space Treaty of 1967 and the Liability Convention of 1972,
the sovereign state remains ultimately liable for damage caused by space objects launched from its territory
or by its nationals.

e Inthe absence of statutory legislation defining liability caps, mandatory third-party indemnification insurance,
and clear dispute resolution mechanisms, commercial space enterprises operate under administrative
indemnities.

e Statement-Il provides the precise legal and statutory reason why private launch operations remain governed
purely by administrative frameworks and policies rather than parliamentary statute, making Statement-Il the
correct explanation for Statement-I.

7) Which autonomous body serves as the single-window nodal agency to authorize, promote, and supervise
private sector space activities in India?
(a) Antrix Corporation Limited
(b) Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe)
(c) NewSpace India Limited (NSIL)
(d) Space Commission of India
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Solution: B

IN-SPACe (Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre) was established as an autonomous
single-window agency under the Department of Space. Its primary objective is to facilitate, regulate, and
authorize private entities to undertake space activities, including building rockets, satellite manufacturing,
launching, and offering space-based services.

While NSIL acts as the commercial arm of ISRO to market ISRO products and technology, and Antrix handles
older commercial contracts, IN-SPACe functions specifically as the promoter and regulator for non-
government entities.

In the context of cybersecurity measures used during high-security recruitment and public testing (such as the
models used by specialized agencies), what does the term "Air-Gapping" mean?
(a) The deployment of active network jammers to disrupt local cellular network towers around an exam
center.
(b) A security measure that isolates a specific computer network physically and logically from unsecured
networks, such as the public internet.
(d) The automated scanning of wireless radio frequencies to track illicit Bluetooth data transmissions.
(d) Encrypting question banks dynamically using multi-layered quantum key distribution (QKD).

Solution: B

Air-gapping is a cybersecurity technique in which a computer, server, or an entire network is physically and
logically isolated from unsecured networks, particularly the public internet. Because the system has no direct
network connection to external networks, the risk of remote hacking, malware infection, ransomware
attacks, and unauthorized data access is greatly reduced. This approach is widely used to protect highly
sensitive information in sectors such as defence, intelligence, critical infrastructure, banking, and high-
security recruitment examinations.

During secure examination processes, air-gapped systems can be used for storing, processing, and
transferring confidential question papers while minimizing the possibility of cyber intrusions or data leaks.
However, air-gapping is not foolproof, as threats may still arise through infected removable media, insider
actions, or supply-chain compromises, necessitating additional security controls.

Options (A) and (C) describe communication-jamming and wireless monitoring techniques, respectively, while
Option (D) refers to Quantum Key Distribution (QKD), an advanced cryptographic technology unrelated to air-
gapped network isolation.

In space technology, what is the primary role of a 'Geostationary Transfer Orbit' (GTO)?
(a) A low-altitude polar orbit designed for continuous earth-observation and weather imaging.
(b) An intermediate elliptical orbit used to deliver satellites before boosting them into Geostationary
Earth Orbit.
(c) A stable circular orbit located directly above the Earth's magnetic poles for interplanetary probes.
(d) A temporary decay trajectory used to safely de-orbit retired space debris into the ocean.

Solution: B

A Geostationary Transfer Orbit (GTO) is a highly elliptical transfer orbit used to place satellites into
Geostationary Earth Orbit (GEO) efficiently. Launch vehicles inject satellites into GTO, after which the
satellite uses its onboard propulsion system (or an upper-stage engine) to circularize the orbit and reduce its
inclination, thereby reaching its final geostationary orbit at an altitude of about 35,786 km above the equator.
The use of GTO minimizes the energy required from the launch vehicle, enabling it to carry heavier payloads
into space.

(a) describes a low Earth orbit (LEO) or polar/sun-synchronous orbit, commonly used for Earth observation
and weather satellites, not GTO.
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e (c)isincorrect because there is no stable circular orbit above the Earth's magnetic poles used as a standard
staging orbit for interplanetary missions.

e (d) refers to de-orbit trajectories, which are used for controlled re-entry of satellites or space debris and are
unrelated to GTO.

GEOSTATIONARY TRANSFER ORBIT (GTO) JOURNEY FROM LAUNCH TO GEO

Pathway to Geostationary Earth Orbit (GEO)
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10) Which of the following statements best describes the significance of India’s civilian nuclear cooperation
agreement with Australia?

(a) It marks the first time Australia has exported nuclear weapon-grade enriched uranium to a South
Asian country.
(b) It signifies Australia's policy reversal to supply uranium to a non-signatory of the Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT), recognizing India's clean non-proliferation record.
(c) It integrates India into the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty (Treaty of Rarotonga).
(d) It allows India to bypass the mandate of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards for
its domestic nuclear reactors.

Solution: B

India's Civil Nuclear Cooperation Agreement with Australia, which entered into force in 2015, is significant
because it marked a major shift in Australia's long-standing uranium export policy. Australia had traditionally
restricted uranium exports to countries that were parties to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). Since
India is not a signatory to the NPT, Australia initially did not permit uranium exports to India.

Following the 2008 Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) waiver and recognition of India's responsible non-
proliferation record and separation of civilian and military nuclear facilities under International Atomic Energy
Agency safeguards, Australia reversed its policy. The agreement enabled Australia to export uranium for India's
safeguarded civilian nuclear program.

e Option (a) Australia exports natural uranium, not weapon-grade enriched uranium, and the agreement is
strictly for peaceful civilian purposes.

e Option (c) The agreement does not make India a party to the Treaty of Rarotonga (South Pacific Nuclear
Free Zone Treaty).

e Option (d) The agreement does not exempt India from IAEA safeguards. Uranium supplied by Australia
can be used only in civilian facilities placed under IAEA safeguards.
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11) Polymer currency notes, currently undergoing field trials in India, are manufactured using which primary base
material?
(a) 100 percent natural cotton rag fibers
(b) Biaxially Oriented Polypropylene (BOPP) plastic films
(c) High-density polyethylene woven mesh
(d) Vulcanized synthetic rubber sheets

Solution: B

e Polymer currency notes are manufactured using Biaxially Oriented Polypropylene (BOPP), a durable plastic
substrate that offers several advantages over traditional cotton-based paper notes. BOPP is produced by
stretching polypropylene film in both the longitudinal and transverse directions, enhancing its strength,
flexibility, and resistance to wear and tear.

e The Reserve Bank of India has conducted field trials of polymer banknotes to evaluate their suitability under
Indian climatic conditions. Compared to conventional paper notes made from 100% cotton rag fibres,
polymer notes have a longer circulation life, are more resistant to moisture, dirt, and microbial
contamination, and can incorporate advanced security features such as transparent windows, holographic
elements, and complex optically variable designs. These characteristics reduce counterfeiting risks and lower
replacement costs over time.

12) Consider the following statements:
1. Vikram-1is an orbital-class launch vehicle developed by a private space firm in India.
2. The Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre serves as regulatory authority for
commercial launches.
3. Vikram-1is engineered primarily for launching heavy satellites into Geostationary Transfer Orbit
mission profiles.
4. Private commercial space launch operations in India remain confined to sub-orbital sounding rocket
capabilities.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
(a) There are four correct statements.
(b) There are two correct statements, that include statement 1.
(c) There is no correct statement.
(d) There is only one correct statement.

Solution: B

e Statement 1 is correct. Vikram-1 is an orbital-class launch vehicle developed by Skyroot Aerospace, marking
a significant milestone in India's private space industry.

e Statement 2 is correct because the Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe)
serves as the autonomous single-window nodal agency under the Department of Space responsible for
authorizing and regulating private space activities.

e Statement 3 is incorrect because Vikram-1 is designed to transport small payload class satellites weighing up
to 350 kg into Low Earth Orbit (LEO), rather than heavy payloads into Geostationary Transfer Orbit (GTO).

e Statement 4 is incorrect because private commercial operations in India have expanded into orbital payload
delivery, moving beyond non-orbital sub-orbital sounding flights.
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6. International Relations and Organisations

1) With reference to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and transit through

international straits, consider the following statements:

1. Under the UNCLOS regime of transit passage, a coastal state can temporarily suspend navigation
through international straits if demands of its national security so require.

2. The San Remo Manual on International Law Applicable to Armed Conflicts at Sea allows a belligerent
state in an active conflict to entirely close international straits to neutral commercial shipping.

Which of the above statements are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: D

Under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), the right of transit passage in
international straits is un-suspendable and guarantees unimpeded navigation for all foreign vessels, including
warships, which may not be impeded or subjected to prior notification requirements. This is fundamentally
distinct from innocent passage, which applies to standard territorial waters and allows coastal states to
temporarily suspend transit to preserve national security. Thus, Statement 1 is incorrect.

Statement 2 is incorrect because the San Remo Manual on International Law Applicable to Armed Conflicts at
Sea, which codifies the customary law of naval warfare, stipulates that while a belligerent may restrict enemy
warships, it must fully respect the transit rights of neutral commercial shipping and cannot close an international

strait completely.

2) Consider the following matrix of maritime legal regimes:

ColufgiliifEa2 Column Il (Primary Characteristic)

Regime)

1. Transit N
Non-suspendable navigation for all

Passage vessels and aircraft

(UNCLOS)

2. Innocent Requires submarines to surface and

Passage permits coastal security checks

3. San Remo Codifies customary law of naval

Manual warfare

Which of the combinations given above are correctly matched?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and3

Solution: D

Column Il (Strategic Context / Application)

Invoked by the international community to
protect global oil flows in the Strait of
Hormuz

Invoked by Iran to claim broader regulatory
control over the Strait of Hormuz

Outlines that neutral merchant vessels under
military escort may lose protected status

e Combination 1 is correctly matched because under UNCLOS, the transit passage regime connects two bodies
of open sea through international straits, allowing continuous, unobstructed passage for all civilian and
military ships and aircraft. Coastal states cannot suspend or block this passage, which is why the international

community invokes it to keep the Strait of Hormuz open.
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Combination 2 is correctly matched because innocent passage is a narrower regime under which overflight is
prohibited, submarines must navigate on the surface, and coastal states can restrict passage on security
grounds. Iran, which is not a party to UNCLOS, argues that innocent passage applies to the Strait of Hormuz,
claiming broader regulatory control.

Combination 3 is correctly matched because the San Remo Manual codifies the customary law of naval
warfare, noting that neutral merchant vessels sailing under a military escort can be treated as part of a
military convoy, making them potential targets.

Under the revised India-Bhutan Friendship Treaty of 2007, which provision from the original 1949 treaty was
officially removed to reaffirm Bhutan's foreign policy sovereignty?

(a) The open border system between the two countries

(b) The free trade and transit agreements

(c) The clause requiring Bhutan to be "guided by" India's advice in foreign relations

(d) The provision for equal justice for residing citizens of both countries

Solution: C

The India—Bhutan Friendship Treaty revised the original Treaty of Friendship between India and Bhutan to
reflect Bhutan's evolving status as a fully sovereign nation and to modernize bilateral relations.
A key change was the removal of Article 2 of the 1949 treaty, which stated that:

o Bhutan agreed to be "guided by the advice of the Government of India in regard to its external

relations."

This provision had long been viewed as limiting Bhutan's autonomy in foreign affairs. The 2007 treaty
replaced it with language emphasizing close cooperation on issues relating to national interests, thereby
affirming Bhutan's full sovereignty over its foreign policy while preserving the special and friendly relationship
between the two countries.
Option (a) The open border system — Incorrect. The India—Bhutan open border and close movement of
people continued and was not removed by the 2007 treaty.
Option (b) The free trade and transit agreements — Incorrect. Trade and transit arrangements remained in
place through separate agreements and were not abolished.
Option (d) The provision for equal justice for residing citizens of both countries — Incorrect. The 1949 treaty
contained provisions regarding equal treatment of nationals residing in each other's territory, and this was
not the defining provision removed in the 2007 revision.

Consider the following statements regarding the geopolitical and cartographic aspects of the India-Nepal
border:
1. The strategic tri-junction area comprising Kalapani, Lipulekh, and Limpiyadhura is located at the
northwestern tip of Nepal and shares a border with Himachal Pradesh.
2. The Lipulekh Pass serves as a primary corridor for the religious pilgrimage route of the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra to Tibet.
3. Nepal has historically accepted the ridge line near Kalapani as the definitive origin of the River Kali in
all its official currency notes and political maps since 1816.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

www.insightsonindia.com

(a) 2 only

(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Solution: A
Statement 1 is Incorrect. The disputed area comprising Kalapani, Lipulekh, and Limpiyadhura lies at the

northwestern tip of Nepal, but it borders the Indian state of Uttarakhand, not Himachal Pradesh. The tri-
junction involves India, Nepal, and the China (Tibet Autonomous Region).
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e Statement 2 is Correct. The Lipulekh Pass is one of the principal routes used for the Kailash Mansarovar
Yatra to the Mount Kailash and Lake Manasarovar in Tibet. It is strategically important for pilgrimage, trade,
and border management.

e Statement 3 is Incorrect. Nepal has not historically accepted the ridge line near Kalapani as the definitive
origin of the Kali River in all official maps since 1816. Instead, Nepal's longstanding position is that the Kali
River originates at Limpiyadhura, placing Kalapani and Lipulekh within Nepalese territory. In 2020, Nepal
issued a new official political map incorporating Limpiyadhura, Lipulekh, and Kalapani into its territory.

5) With reference to the changing geopolitical dynamics in the Indo-Pacific region, the term "Lattice-Work
Framework" often appears in the news. Which of the following statements best describes this concept?

(a) A rigid, centralized military alliance led by a single superpower to contain regional adversaries.
(b) An underwater defense grid consisting exclusively of sonar and drone technology deployed in the
South China Sea.
(c) A strictly economic trade agreement aimed at eliminating tariff barriers across Southeast Asia.
(d) A decentralized network of overlapping bilateral, trilateral, and plurilateral partnerships among middle
powers to maintain a multipolar balance.

Solution: D

e The "Lattice-Work Framework" refers to the evolving security architecture in the Indo-Pacific, where
countries increasingly rely on a flexible network of overlapping bilateral, trilateral, and plurilateral
partnerships rather than a single, NATO-style alliance. These arrangements include initiatives such as the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, AUKUS, and various trilateral groupings involving countries such as Japan,
Australia, India, the United States, and others.

e The framework is described as a "lattice" because multiple interconnected partnerships reinforce one
another, enhancing deterrence, resilience, maritime security, technology cooperation, and supply-chain
security while allowing members to retain strategic autonomy. It reflects the shift toward a distributed and
multipolar regional security architecture rather than dependence on a single centralized alliance.

e Option (a) is Incorrect. The lattice-work approach is not a rigid, centralized military alliance under a single
superpower.

e Option (b) is Incorrect. The term does not refer to an underwater defense grid or any specific military
technology deployment.

e Option (c) is Incorrect. It is not a trade agreement focused on tariff elimination; its emphasis is primarily on
strategic, security, and technological cooperation.

6) Consider the following statements regarding India's regional maritime initiatives:
1. The MAHASAGAR initiative is India's institutional framework exclusively designed to counter piracy in
the Atlantic Ocean.
2. India has been actively expanding the Colombo Security Conclave (CSC) to strengthen the regional
security architecture in the Indian Ocean Region.
3. Under its Act East policy, India has extended defense capacity building, including supplying coastal
defense systems to the Philippines.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Solution: B

e Statement 1 is incorrect. MAHASAGAR (Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across
Regions) is India's broader maritime vision aimed at promoting security, stability, connectivity, and
sustainable development across the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) and the wider Global South. It is not an

institutional framework exclusively designed to counter piracy, nor is it focused on the Atlantic Ocean.
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Rather, it builds upon India's earlier SAGAR doctrine by emphasizing collaborative maritime governance,
capacity building, humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, and regional partnerships.

e Statement 2 is correct. India has been actively strengthening and expanding the Colombo Security Conclave
as an important regional security mechanism in the Indian Ocean Region. Initially comprising India, Sri Lanka,
and the Maldives, the Conclave has expanded its engagement to include Mauritius as a member, while other
countries such as Bangladesh and Seychelles participate as observers. The CSC focuses on maritime security,
counter-terrorism, cyber security, trafficking, disaster response, and capacity building, thereby contributing to
a stronger regional security architecture.

e Statement 3 is correct. Under its Act East Policy, India has significantly expanded defence cooperation with
Southeast Asian countries. A notable example is the export of the BrahMos missile shore-based anti-ship
missile system to the Philippines, marking India's first major defence export contract. The deal includes
training, maintenance support, and capacity building, reflecting India's growing role as a defence partner in
the Indo-Pacific.

7) Consider the following statements:

Statement I: India has prioritized the joint strategic development of Sabang Port alongside Indonesia.

Statement Il: Sabang Port is located near the northwestern entrance of the strategically vital Strait of

Malacca.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-|

(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|

(c) Statement-l is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect

(d) Statement-l is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: A

e Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct, and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for Statement-I.
Under its Act East Policy and broader maritime security strategy, India has focused heavily on deepening
security cooperation with middle powers in the Indo-Pacific. The decision to jointly develop Sabang Port with
Indonesia is driven directly by its strategic geography.

e Sabang is located at the northwestern tip of Sumatra, overlooking the entrance to the Strait of Malacca, one
of the world's busiest maritime chokepoints. Approximately 23 million barrels of transit oil pass through this
strait daily, including nearly 80% of China's imported energy supplies.

e Developing Sabang Port provides India with a critical surveillance and logistic vantage point, countering
foreign naval assertiveness in the eastern Indian Ocean and ensuring regional maritime security. The
geographical reality of the Malacca Strait directly explains the geopolitical rationale for India's infrastructure
investments in Sabang, establishing a clear cause-and-effect link.

8) The "ASEAN Centrality" principle, frequently emphasized by Quad members (India, Japan, and Australia),
implies which of the following?

(a) ASEAN must merge with the Quad to form a singular defense bloc in Asia.
(b) ASEAN must remain the institutional hub and driver of regional cooperation and architecture in the
Asia-Pacific.
(c) The economic policies of all Asian nations must be centrally cleared by the ASEAN Secretariat in
Jakarta.
(d) Major powers have the right to establish a military presence in Southeast Asia without individual state
consent.

Solution: B

e The principle of ASEAN Centrality refers to the idea that Association of Southeast Asian Nations should
remain at the core of the evolving regional architecture in the Indo-Pacific. It emphasizes that ASEAN-led
mechanisms—such as the East Asia Summit, ASEAN Regional Forum, and ASEAN Defence
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Ministers' Meeting-Plus—should continue to shape dialogue, cooperation, and confidence-building among
regional and external powers.

e Members of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, including India, Japan, Australia, and the United States, have
consistently reaffirmed support for ASEAN Centrality. This reflects their commitment to an open, inclusive,
and rules-based Indo-Pacific where ASEAN remains the primary convening and coordinating institution, rather
than being sidelined by competing strategic groupings.

e Option (a) Incorrect. ASEAN Centrality does not imply that ASEAN should merge with the Quad or become
part of a military alliance.

e Option (c) Incorrect. ASEAN has no authority to centrally approve the economic policies of Asian countries.

e Option (d) Incorrect. ASEAN Centrality emphasizes respect for sovereignty, consensus, and international law;
it does not grant major powers the right to establish military bases without the consent of individual states.

9) Consider the following statements about India-Australia Strategic Partnerships:
1. Strategic alighment between international partners requires concrete institutional integration beyond
basic policy convergence.
2. India and Australia are actively diversifying their strategic dependencies across critical minerals and
defense supply chains.
3. The Indian Ocean remains a primary geographic region where maritime security interests overlap
naturally.
Which of the following inferences can be drawn from the above statements?
1. Statement | suggests that strategic alignment requires deeper operational integration beyond shared
interests.
2. Statement Il suggests that both nations are actively working to reduce single-partner geopolitical
vulnerabilities.
3. Statement lll suggests that the Indian Ocean remains a zone of natural security cooperation.
Select the answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Solution: D

e AsIndia and Australia deepen their bilateral engagement, moving from rhetorical convergence to true
strategic alignment is their primary challenge. Statement | correctly identifies that strategic alignment
requires concrete, institutionalized steps—such as shared military logistics, integrated defense
manufacturing, and operational intelligence sharing—which go far beyond simple diplomatic convergence on
international issues. This supports Inference 1.

e Statement Il highlights that both nations are actively diversifying their critical supply chains across energy,
defense, and minerals to mitigate risks associated with over-reliance on single partners. This supports
Inference 2.

e Statement lll correctly identifies the Indian Ocean as a region of natural maritime synergy, where both
nations share a direct interest in securing maritime trade lanes and maintaining regional maritime stability,
supporting Inference 3. Unlike other bilateral arenas where economic growth has lacked strategic depth, the
Indian Ocean offers an immediate platform for real-world maritime cooperation.

10) With reference to the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project, consider the following statements:
1. It aimsto connect the port of Kolkata in India with the Sittwe Port in Myanmar by sea.
2. The project utilizes inland water transport via the Kaladan River from Sittwe to Paletwa.
3. It provides an alternative route to access India's Northeast, reducing dependency on the Siliguri
Corridor.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
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(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Solution: D

e Statement 1 is correct. The Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project (KMTTP) is a flagship India—
Myanmar connectivity initiative designed to enhance trade and strategic connectivity between India's eastern
coast and the Northeast. The project establishes a sea route linking Kolkata Port with Sittwe Port in
Myanmar's Rakhine State across the Bay of Bengal. India developed and modernized Sittwe Port as part of the
project to facilitate the movement of cargo destined for India's northeastern states.

e Statement 2 is correct. After reaching Sittwe Port, cargo is transported through inland waterways along the
Kaladan River up to Paletwa in Myanmar. From Paletwa, the project includes a road component extending to
Zorinpui on the India—Myanmar border in Mizoram, from where goods can enter India's road network. The
integration of sea, river, and road transport gives the project its "multi-modal" character.

e Statement 3 is correct. One of the project's principal strategic objectives is to provide an alternative route to
India's Northeast, thereby reducing excessive dependence on the narrow Siliguri Corridor (Chicken's Neck),
which presently serves as the primary land link between mainland India and the northeastern states. The
project is expected to improve regional connectivity, facilitate trade, strengthen India's Act East Policy, and
enhance strategic resilience by diversifying access routes to the Northeast.

11) Myanmar is a member of which of the following regional organizations/groupings?
1. ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations)
2. BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation)
3. SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation)
4. MGC (Mekong-Ganga Cooperation)
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1, 2, and 4 only
(c) 2,3,and 4 only
(d)1,2,3,and 4

Solution: B

Myanmar is a member of several important regional organizations that connect South Asia, Southeast Asia, and
the Bay of Bengal region, making it a key bridge between these geopolitical spaces. However, it is not a member
of SAARC.

1. ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) — Correct

Myanmar became a member of ASEAN in 1997. As one of the ten Southeast Asian member states, it participates
in regional cooperation on economic integration, political-security issues, socio-cultural development, and
connectivity. Despite political developments within Myanmar, its ASEAN membership continues, although its
participation in high-level meetings has at times been limited due to decisions taken by ASEAN members.

2. BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) — Correct
Myanmar is one of the seven member countries of BIMSTEC, along with Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, and Thailand. BIMSTEC promotes cooperation in sectors such as connectivity, trade, energy, security,
disaster management, and technology. Myanmar occupies a strategic position linking South Asia and Southeast
Asia within the grouping.

3. SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation) — Incorrect

Myanmar is not a member of SAARC. The organization comprises Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. Although Myanmar shares borders with India and Bangladesh, it has
never been admitted as a SAARC member.

4. MGC (Mekong-Ganga Cooperation) — Correct

Myanmar is a founding member of the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC), launched in 2000. The grouping
consists of India, Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam and focuses on tourism, culture, education,
transport, and connectivity, reflecting the historical and civilizational links between the Ganga and Mekong
regions.
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12) Consider the following statements:
1. Coastal states have the sovereign right under UNCLOS to suspend transit passage during regional
conflicts.
2. International maritime law prohibits coastal states from imposing unilateral cargo transit fees within
international straits.
3. Transit passage applies to straits connecting one part of high seas or EEZ to another.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
(a) There are two correct statements, that include statement 2.
(b) There are two correct statements, that are statements 1 and 3.
(c) All three statements are correct.
(d) There is only one correct statement, that is statement 2.

Solution: A

e The geopolitical crisis in the Strait of Hormuz intensified following US President Donald Trump’s proposal to
impose a 20 percent toll on cargo transiting the strait, framing it as compensation for securing the route.

e Under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), the Strait of Hormuz is recognized as
an international strait where the regime of transit passage applies. Unlike innocent passage through
territorial waters, transit passage cannot be suspended by coastal states under any circumstances (UNCLOS
Article 44).

e Furthermore, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) has reaffirmed that there is no legal basis for
coastal states or external securing nations to unilaterally impose mandatory commercial tolls or cargo levies
on transit passage. Transit passage specifically applies to straits which are used for international navigation
between one part of the High Seas or Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and another part.

e Hence, Statement-1 is incorrect, while Statement-2 and Statement-3 are correct.

13) Consider the following statements:
1. Non-permanent members of the UN Security Council are elected for a non-renewable two-year term.
2. Elections for non-permanent UNSC seats require a simple majority of members present and voting.
3. India advocates for reforms that expand only the non-permanent category of the Security Council.
4. The UN Security Council consists of five permanent and ten non-permanent members.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
(a) There are four correct statements.
(b) There are two correct statements, that include statement 1.
(c) There is no correct statement.
(d) There is only one correct statement.

Solution: B

e External Affairs Minister launched India’s official campaign for a non-permanent seat at the UN Security
Council (UNSC) for the 2028-29 term, themed 'Shanti: Norms, Trust, Integrity'. Under Article 23 of the UN
Charter, the UNSC consists of 15 members: five permanent (P5) and ten non-permanent members elected for
non-renewable two-year terms. Article 18 states that elections for non-permanent seats require a two-thirds
majority of General Assembly members present and voting.

e Regarding UNSC reform, India has strongly opposed proposals that expand only the non-permanent category,
cautioning that such a limited reform would border on "failure" because it fails to fundamentally alter the
decision-making power structure of the P5. Instead, India has long campaigned for expansion in both the
permanent and non-permanent categories to reflect contemporary geopolitical realities.

e Therefore, Statement-1 and Statement-4 are correct. Statement-2 (simple majority is incorrect; it is two-
thirds) and Statement-3 (advocating only non-permanent expansion is incorrect) are false.

14) The Treaty of Rarotonga, signed in 1985, designates which of the following regions as a nuclear-free zone?
(a) Latin America and the Caribbean
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(b) Southeast Asia
(c) South Pacific
(d) Indian Ocean

Solution: C

The Treaty of Rarotonga (formally the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty) established a nuclear-free zone in
the South Pacific region. It strictly prohibits the testing, stationing, or manufacturing of nuclear explosive devices
within the designated zone. The treaty made recent headlines when a Chinese submarine-launched ballistic
missile (SLBM) test landed inside this designated zone, raising regional environmental and security concerns
among island nations.

15) With reference to the India-United Kingdom Double Contributions Convention (DCC) that came into force
recently, which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. It aimsto prevent temporary workers from being subjected to double social security contributions in
both countries.
2. The convention applies retrospectively to all Indian professionals working in the UK prior to its
enforcement.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c)Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

e The India-UK Double Contributions Convention (DCC) entered into force on July 15, 2026, alongside the
bilateral Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA).

e Statement 1 is correct because the primary objective of the DCC is to eliminate the double social security
burden on mobile professionals. Under this framework, "detached workers"—defined as employees sent
temporarily by their employers to work in the host country—remain subject solely to their home country's
social security system.

e Statement 2 is incorrect because the convention is not retrospective. Guidance issued by His Majesty’s
Revenue and Customs (HMRC) clarifies that individuals already working in the UK immediately prior to July
15, 2026, are not considered detached workers under the agreement and remain subject to UK social security
laws.

16) Consider the following statements regarding international human rights frameworks:
1. Indiais a signatory to the United Nations Convention Against Torture (UNCAT) but has not yet ratified
it.
2. The Minnesota Protocol (2016) specifically deals with the investigation of potentially unlawful deaths,
particularly those in state custody.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c)Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

e Statement 1 is correct. India signed the United Nations Convention Against Torture (UNCAT) in 1997,
expressing its intention to abide by the Convention's objectives. However, India has not ratified the
Convention, and therefore it is not legally bound by all its treaty obligations under international law. The
absence of a comprehensive domestic anti-torture law has been one of the reasons cited for the delay in
ratification.
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e Statement 2 is also correct. The Minnesota Protocol on the Investigation of Potentially Unlawful Death
(2016) is the UN's internationally recognized manual for investigating deaths that may have resulted from
unlawful acts. It lays down standards for prompt, impartial, effective, and independent investigations,
particularly in cases involving custodial deaths, deaths during police or military operations, enforced
disappearances, and other situations involving possible state responsibility. The Protocol aims to ensure
accountability, preserve evidence, protect witnesses, and uphold the right to life under international human
rights law.

17) Consider the following pairs of island territories and their strategic significance for India's foreign policy:

Island Territory zz:\:::;:gn Associated Indo-Pacific Initiative / Pact

Ils,.I;:r?c?:s (Keeling) Australia Ground tracking telemetry for ISRO’s Gaganyaan Mission

2. Reunion Island France Joint maritime patrols in the South-Western Indian Ocean
3. Agaléga Islands Mauritius Development of air and naval maritime surveillance staging

facilities

How many of the pairs given above are correctly matched?
(a) Only one pair
(b) Only two pairs
(c) All three pairs
(d) None of the pairs

Solution: C

e Pair 1: Correct. The Cocos (Keeling) Islands, an Australian external territory, have strategic importance for
India’s space programme. India and Australia have cooperated in establishing ground tracking and telemetry
support for ISRO’s Gaganyaan Mission, strengthening bilateral collaboration in space and the Indo-Pacific.

e Pair 2: Correct. Réunion Island, an overseas department of France, serves as a key French military base in the
Indian Ocean. India and France have enhanced cooperation through joint maritime surveillance, naval
deployments, and coordinated patrols in the South-Western Indian Ocean, contributing to maritime security
and domain awareness.

e Pair 3: Correct. The Agaléga Islands belong to Mauritius. With Mauritian consent, India has supported the
development of an extended airstrip and associated maritime infrastructure, enhancing maritime
surveillance, humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, and anti-piracy operations across the western Indian
Ocean.

18) Under International Humanitarian Law, when does a civilian merchant vessel lose its non-combatant
protection during an armed conflict?
(a) As soon as it enters international waters
(b) When it is registered under a foreign "flag of convenience"
(c) If it is directly utilized or deployed for explicit military objectives
(d) When it transports civilian food grains across commercial routes

Solution: C

e Under International Humanitarian Law (IHL), civilian merchant vessels are generally protected as civilian
objects and may not be attacked during an armed conflict. However, this protection is not absolute. A
merchant vessel loses its civilian immunity if it is directly used for military purposes, thereby making an
effective contribution to military action.
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e Examples include transporting troops, carrying weapons or ammunition, gathering military intelligence,
serving as a naval auxiliary, or otherwise supporting combat operations. In such circumstances, the vessel
may become a lawful military objective, provided the principles of military necessity, distinction,
proportionality, and precautions in attack are observed.

19) With reference to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), consider the following

statements:
1. An Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) extends up to 200 nautical miles from the baseline of a coastal
state.
2. High seas are open to all states, whether coastal or land-locked, for freedom of navigation and
overflight.

3. Artificial islands built on submerged reefs carry their own 12-nautical-mile territorial sea under
UNCLOS rules.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Solution: A

e Statement 1: Correct. Under UNCLOS (Article 57), the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) extends up to 200
nautical miles from the coastal state's baseline. Within the EEZ, the coastal state has sovereign rights for
exploring, exploiting, conserving, and managing natural resources, while other states retain certain freedoms
such as navigation and overflight.

e Statement 2: Correct. According to UNCLOS (Article 87), the high seas are open to all states, whether coastal
or land-locked. They enjoy freedoms including navigation, overflight, laying submarine cables and pipelines,
constructing artificial islands (subject to international law), fishing, and scientific research.

e Statement 3: Incorrect. Under UNCLOS (Article 60(8)), artificial islands, installations, and structures do not
possess the status of natural islands. They do not generate a territorial sea, Exclusive Economic Zone, or
continental shelf, irrespective of whether they are built on submerged reefs. At most, a coastal state may
establish a safety zone of up to 500 meters around such installations.

20) Which of the following nations bordering the South China Sea are members of ASEAN?

1. Vietnam
2. Taiwan

3. Brunei

4. Philippines

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1and 4 only
(b) 1, 3, and 4 only
(c) 2,3,and 4 only
(d)1,2,3,and 4

Solution: B

e Vietnam is a founding-era member of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) (joined in 1995)
and has an extensive coastline along the South China Sea. It is also one of the principal claimant states in the
South China Sea disputes.

e Taiwan is not a member of ASEAN. Although it occupies features in the South China Sea (such as Itu
Aba/Taiping Island) and has claims overlapping with those of the People's Republic of China, it is not
recognized as an ASEAN member.

e Bruneiis an ASEAN member (joined in 1984) and borders the South China Sea. It is also a claimant in the
South China Sea dispute, primarily concerning parts of its Exclusive Economic Zone.
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e The Philippines is a founding member of ASEAN and has extensive maritime claims in the South China Sea,
referring to parts of it as the West Philippine Sea. It has actively invoked UNCLOS mechanisms, including the
2016 arbitral award.

21) Consider the following statements regarding the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA):
1. Itis a principal judicial organ of the United Nations, headquartered in Geneva.
2. It provides administrative support in arbitrations involving combinations of states, private parties, and
intergovernmental organizations.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c)Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

Statement 1: Incorrect. The Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) is not a principal judicial organ of the United
Nations. It is an independent intergovernmental organization established by the 1899 Hague Convention for the
Pacific Settlement of International Disputes (revised by the 1907 Hague Convention). It is headquartered in The
Hague, Netherlands, not Geneva.

The principal judicial organ of the United Nations is the International Court of Justice (ICJ), which is also located
in The Hague.

Statement 2: Correct. The PCA provides administrative support (registry services) for arbitration, conciliation,
fact-finding, and other dispute resolution proceedings. It can administer disputes involving various combinations
of parties, including:

e Statesvs. States

e States vs. Private Parties

e States vs. Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs)

e Intergovernmental Organizations vs. Private Parties

e Private Parties vs. Private Parties (when parties agree to PCA administration)
Thus, it serves a much broader range of disputes than the ICJ.

7. Polity

1) Under the Constitution of India, 'Education' as a subject matter falls under which of the following?
(a) Union List (List 1) exclusively
(b) State List (List Il) exclusively
(c) Concurrent List (List Ill) via the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act
(d) Concurrent List (List Ill) via the 44th Constitutional Amendment Act

Solution: C

Originally, Education was a subject in the State List (List Il) under the Constitution of India, giving states exclusive
legislative authority over it.
However, the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act transferred Education from the State List to the Concurrent
List (List Ill). As a result:

e Both Parliament and State Legislatures can make laws on education.

e In case of a conflict between a Central law and a State law on a Concurrent List subject, the Central law

generally prevails, subject to constitutional provisions.

The 44th Constitutional Amendment Act did not make this change.

2) Inthe context of civil service governance, the term "Upward Accountability” primarily refers to:
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(a) The responsibility of bureaucrats toward civil society and citizens.

(b) The answerability of administrative subordinates to their political and bureaucratic superiors.
(c) The legal obligation of the executive to the judicial branch.

(d) The ethical responsibility of an officer toward their own conscience.

Solution: B

Upward accountability refers to the hierarchical responsibility of civil servants to report, justify decisions, and
comply with the directions of their superiors within the administrative and political chain of command. In a
parliamentary system, this includes accountability to senior bureaucrats as well as elected political executives
such as ministers.
e Option (a) is incorrect because accountability toward citizens and civil society is known as downward or
public accountability.
e Option (c) is incorrect because the executive is subject to judicial review, but this is not described as
upward accountability.
e Option (d) is incorrect because accountability to one's own conscience relates to ethical or moral
accountability, not upward accountability.

3) Consider the following statements regarding the National Testing Agency (NTA):
1. It was established as a statutory body under an Act of Parliament to ensure independent examination
execution.
2. ltis chaired by an eminent educationist appointed by the Ministry of Education.
3. It conducts entrance examinations only for higher educational institutions under the Central
Government.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: A

e Statement 1 is Incorrect. The National Testing Agency (NTA) is not a statutory body created through an Act
of Parliament. It was established in 2017 as an autonomous, self-sustained society under the Societies
Registration Act, 1860, following the approval of the Union Cabinet. Its primary objective is to conduct
transparent, efficient, and standardised entrance examinations using modern technology and internationally
accepted testing practices. Since it does not derive its existence from a parliamentary statute, it cannot be
classified as a statutory body.

e Statement 2 is Correct. The NTA is governed by a Governing Body headed by an eminent educationist
appointed by the Ministry of Education. The Governing Body includes representatives from educational
institutions, government departments, and assessment experts. It provides policy direction, oversees the
agency's functioning, and ensures that examinations are conducted in a fair, secure, and credible manner
while maintaining high professional standards.

e Statement 3 is Incorrect. The NTA does not conduct examinations only for higher educational institutions
under the Central Government. It conducts several national-level entrance examinations, including National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET-UG), Joint Entrance Examination (JEE Main), Common University
Entrance Test (CUET), and University Grants Commission National Eligibility Test (UGC-NET), among others.
Many of these examinations facilitate admissions to Central Universities, State Universities, Deemed-to-be
Universities, Private Universities, and other participating institutions.

4) Which Article of the Indian Constitution mandates the Parliament to enact a Delimitation Act after every
Census to redraw the boundaries of parliamentary constituencies?
(a) Article 72
(b) Article 82
(c) Article 110
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(d) Article 243

Solution: B

Article 82 of the Constitution of India mandates that Parliament, by law, enact a Delimitation Act after every
Census to adjust the division of each state into territorial parliamentary constituencies. Similarly, Article 170
governs the division of territorial constituencies for State Legislative Assemblies after each Census.

5) Regarding the Consumer Protection Act, 2019, consider the following statements:
1. The Act excludes digital and e-commerce transactions from the definition of consumer rights.
2. Under the Act, a consumer has the right to file a complaint only in the district where the product was
purchased.
3. The Act provides for "Product Liability," but this is limited only to the manufacturer and does not
include the service provider.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: D

e Statement 1 is incorrect because the 2019 Act explicitly brings e-commerce and digital advertisements under
its framework for the first time, recognizing the shift in consumer behavior.

e Statement 2 is incorrect as the Act simplifies dispute redressal by allowing consumers to file complaints
where they reside or work, rather than just where the transaction occurred. It also introduced e-filing of
complaints.

e Statement 3 is incorrect because Product Liability is comprehensive; it fixes responsibility on the
manufacturer, service provider, and even the seller for any harm caused by defective products or deficient
services. The Act recognizes six core consumer rights, including the right to be protected against hazardous
goods, the right to be informed about quality/price, and the right to seek redressal against unfair trade
practices. By replacing the 1986 Act, the new law addresses modern challenges like telemarketing and multi-
level marketing scams.

6) Consider the following statements about the Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas)
Act, 1996 (PESA):
1. It mandates that Gram Sabhas in Scheduled Areas must be consulted before making any land
acquisition for development projects.
2. The Act mandates that the state executive retains the unilateral power to override Gram Sabha
decisions regarding mining licenses for minor minerals without any judicial recourse.
3. The Act explicitly vests the ownership of minor forest produce in the Gram Sabhas of the Scheduled
Areas.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
(a) All three statements are correct.
(b) There is no correct statement.
(c) There are two correct statements that include statement 3.
(d) There is only one correct statement.

Solution: C

e The PESA Act, 1996 was enacted to extend the provisions of Panchayati Raj to the Fifth Schedule Areas,
safeguarding the tribal communities' rights and self-governance.

e Statement 1 is correct because PESA mandates that the Gram Sabha must be consulted prior to any land
acquisition for development projects in Scheduled Areas.
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e Statement 2 is incorrect because the PESA Act specifically vests the Gram Sabha with the power to prevent
land alienation and restore any unlawfully alienated tribal land; it does not grant the state executive a
unilateral, non-judicial power to override these local decisions.

e Statement 3 is correct because PESA explicitly vests the ownership of minor forest produce in the Gram
Sabhas, empowering local communities to manage and trade non-timber forest products directly.

7) Consider the following statements regarding the disclosure requirements of electoral candidates under
Section 33A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951:
1. A candidate is legally required to disclose all private complaints filed against them, even if no charges
have been framed by a court.
2. The candidate must disclose pending criminal cases in their election affidavit if the offence carries a
punishment of two years or more and a court has formally framed the charges.
3. The failure of a candidate to disclose traffic violation notices is a valid ground for the immediate
rejection of their nomination.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2and 3 only
(d)1,2and3

Solution: B

e Section 33A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, establishes a clear legal threshold for the
disclosure of criminal antecedents by electoral candidates to ensure voter transparency. A candidate is
required to furnish information only about those pending cases that carry a statutory punishment of two
years or more, and importantly, in which the charges have been formally framed by a competent court of
law.

e The framing of charges is a formal, judicial step that succeeds the filing of a charge sheet; it is distinct from a
mere private complaint or a court notice where no judicial application of mind has occurred.

e Consequently, candidates do not need to disclose preliminary notices, traffic violations, or private complaints
where no charges are framed. Any attempt by a Returning Officer to reject a candidate's nomination papers
on the grounds of non-disclosure of such complaints constitutes a severe misinterpretation of the statutory
threshold.

8) Consider the following statements:

Statement-I: The Supreme Court consistently treats the right to vote as a statutory right.

Statement-Il: Universal adult suffrage is a constitutional entitlement enshrined under Article 326 of India.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

a) Both Statement-l and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-|

b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|

c) Statement-l is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect

d) Statement-l is incorrect but Statement-lIl is correct

Solution: B

e The Supreme Court has consistently held that the right to vote is a statutory right, derived primarily from the
Representation of the People Act, 1951 and related election laws. Although elections are a constitutional
requirement, an individual can vote only if they satisfy the statutory conditions, such as being enrolled in the
electoral roll and not being subject to any statutory disqualification.

e Statement Il is also correct. Article 326 of the Constitution of India mandates that elections to the House of
the People and the State Legislative Assemblies shall be based on universal adult suffrage, subject to the
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qualifications and disqualifications prescribed by the Constitution and law. Thus, universal adult suffrage is
indeed a constitutional principle.

e Therefore, while both statements are true, Statement Il does not explain why the Supreme Court regards
the right to vote as a statutory right.

9) With reference to the right to a speedy trial under the Indian Constitution, consider the following statements:

1. The Supreme Court of India has held that the right to a speedy trial, which falls under Article 21,
encompasses the right to a speedy and time-bound investigation.

2. Investigative agencies have the absolute authority to prolong a criminal investigation indefinitely
under special laws like the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) and the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA).

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c)Both1and2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

e Inthe landmark ruling of Vakil Prasad Singh v. State of Bihar (2009), the Supreme Court unequivocally ruled
that the right to a speedy trial, which is an integral facet of Article 21 of the Constitution (Right to Life and
Personal Liberty), includes the right to a speedy and time-bound investigation. Furthermore, in Robert
Lalchungnunga Chongthu v. State of Bihar, the Court reinforced that investigations cannot be permitted to
continue endlessly, as the process of establishing guilt must not turn into the punishment itself.

e While special laws like the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) and the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act (UAPA) set high thresholds for bail and allow extensive investigative powers, they do not
grant investigative agencies absolute, unchecked authority to prolong investigations indefinitely without filing
charges. Doing so violates constitutional standards of procedural fairness and personal liberty.

10) Consider the following statements:
Statement-I: The Supreme Court of India generally refrains from intervening in ongoing electoral
processes, including the rejection of nomination papers by Returning Officers.
Statement-Il: Article 329(b) of the Constitution of India bars judicial interference in electoral matters
except by an election petition presented to such authority and in such manner as may be provided for by
law.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(c) Statement-l is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect
(d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: A

e The constitutional scheme of India establishes a clear separation of powers to maintain democratic timelines.
Article 329(b) places a strict bar on judicial interference in electoral processes once they are set in motion.
This constitutional mandate dictates that no election to either House of Parliament or a State Legislature can
be challenged except through an election petition.

e Consequently, the Supreme Court and High Courts generally refuse to entertain writ petitions challenging the
decision of a Returning Officer (RO) to reject nomination papers. Aggrieved candidates must wait until the
election concludes to seek recourse via an election petition before the appropriate High Court. This prevents
strategic, pre-election litigation from stalling the democratic process.

e Thus, Statement-l is a correct observation of judicial practice, and Statement-Il is its direct constitutional basis
under Article 329(b).
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11) Consider the following statements regarding the constitutional directives for welfare in India:
1. Article 41 of the Constitution directs the State to provide public assistance to citizens specifically in
cases of disablement, old age, and sickness.
2. The Digital India Mission and Aadhaar-enabled infrastructure have achieved complete structural
inclusion, leaving no digital exclusion gaps for Persons with Disabilities (PwDs).
Which of the above statements are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c)Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: A

e The Indian constitutional matrix balances Directive Principles with Fundamental Rights. Article 41 of the
Constitution, contained within the Directive Principles of State Policy, explicitly directs the State to ensure
public assistance in cases of unemployment, old age, sickness, and disablement within the limits of its
economic capacity. Thus, Statement 1 is correct.

e However, Statement 2 is incorrect because despite India emerging as a global model of a digital welfare state
through the Digital India Mission, Aadhaar-enabled Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT), and the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI), Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) face structural barriers and remain largely excluded from this
universal outreach due to inaccessible interfaces and rigid biometric authentication.

12) Consider the following statements:
1. The ongoing Census 2027 pre-test is conducted under provisions of the Representation of the People
Act, 1951.
2. The Constitution of India explicitly mandates a decennial enumeration of all caste categories across
India.
3. The 2011 Socio-Economic and Caste Census had complete statutory backing under the standard
Census Rules.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
(a) All three statements are correct.
(b) There is no correct statement.
(c) There are two correct statements that include statement 3.
(d) There is only one correct statement.

Solution: B

e The ongoing Census 2027 pre-test, conducted across 16 States and Union Territories, is administered under
the statutory framework of the Census Act, 1948, rather than the Representation of the People Act, 1951.
Thus, Statement 1 is incorrect.

e The Constitution of India does not explicitly mandate a decennial enumeration of all caste categories; it only
specifically requires the counting of Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) under Articles 341
and 342 to facilitate political and institutional reservations. Therefore, Statement 2 is incorrect.

e The Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC) of 2011 was conducted purely via an executive order issued by
the Ministry of Rural Development and lacked any statutory backing under the standard Census Act or Census
Rules. Therefore, Statement 3 is also incorrect.

13) Consider the following statements:
1. The Election Commission holds the statutory power to unilaterally amend voter registration form
fields online.
2. Digital voter enroliment portals are legally permitted to block applications lacking non-mandatory
family data.
3. Article 326 of the Constitution guarantees the right to register as an elector to citizens.
Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?
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(a) All three statements are correct.

(b) There is no correct statement.

(c) There are two correct statements that include statement 3.
(d) There is only one correct statement.

Solution: D

e Statement 1 is Incorrect. The Election Commission of India (ECI) does not possess an unrestricted statutory
power to unilaterally amend the prescribed fields in voter registration forms. The forms used for electoral
registration are prescribed under the Registration of Electors Rules, 1960, framed under the Representation
of the People Act, 1950. Any substantive modification to the statutory forms requires changes under the
relevant legal framework rather than a unilateral administrative decision by the ECI.

e Statement 2 is Incorrect. If certain family-related information is non-mandatory, an online voter enrollment
portal cannot lawfully reject or block an application solely because such information has not been furnished.
Mandatory and optional fields have distinct legal significance, and denial of registration for omission of non-
mandatory details would be inconsistent with the purpose of electoral registration.

e Statement 3 is Correct. Article 326 of the Constitution provides for elections to the House of the People and
the State Legislative Assemblies on the basis of adult suffrage. It entitles every citizen who has attained the
prescribed age (currently 18 years, by virtue of the 61st Constitutional Amendment) and is not otherwise
disqualified under law to be registered as an elector.

14) Which one of the following statements is correct regarding the statutory powers of Gram Sabhas under the

PESA Act, 19967

(a) They hold the mandatory right to give prior informed consent for land acquisition and mining projects.

(b) State governments possess the unilateral power to override Gram Sabha vetoes on minor forest
produce.

(c) Their developmental consent is strictly consultative and lacks binding authority on commercial
corporations.

(d) They are restricted to managing local social disputes without jurisdiction over industrial land-use
decisions.

Solution: A

e The Provisions of the Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) (PESA) Act, 1996, represents a milestone
in tribal self-governance. Under PESA and associated forest rights legislation, Gram Sabhas in Scheduled Areas
are endowed with the prior informed consent right for land acquisition, resettlement, and minor mineral
mining leases. This statutory power is legally binding, making option (a) the correct conceptual statement. In
theory, PESA grants local tribal assemblies direct control over their natural resources, aiming to prevent
structural exploitation by commercial interests.

15) Consider the following statements regarding the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Councils (LAHDCs):
1. The councils hold statutory authority over land ownership and land allotment within their respective
districts.
2. They regulate the recruitment and promotion process for district-level cadre posts.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c)Both1and?2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

e The Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Councils (LAHDCs) are statutory bodies created under the LAHDC
Act to ensure localized democratic representation and self-governance. These councils carry extensive
administrative and decentralised executive powers.

@
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e Specifically, they have direct authority over land ownership and land allotment within the boundaries of
their respective districts. Additionally, they hold the power to regulate recruitment and promotions for
district cadre posts, ensuring that employment decisions are made by an elected local body rather than
central bureaucrats.

¢ Ina major move to deepen democratic decentralization, the Ladakh Union Territory administration
announced the extension of these hill councils beyond Leh and Kargil to all seven districts, including Drass,
Sham, Nubra, Changthang, and Zanskar.

16) Consider the following statements:
Statement I: Under J&K's current Union Territory status, the elected government remains subordinate to
an unelected Lieutenant Governor.
Statement II: The Lieutenant Governor of J&K exercises preponderant administrative control over the
bureaucracy, police, and key provincial institutions.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-I
(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(c) Statement-l is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect
(d) Statement-l is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: A

e The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 reorganised the former State into a Union Territory with
a legislature, placing it under a constitutional framework similar to that of other Union Territories with
legislative assemblies.

e Unlike a full-fledged State, the executive authority in J&K is significantly vested in the Lieutenant Governor
(LG), who represents the Union Government. The LG exercises substantial control over crucial areas such as
public order, police, the civil services, and several key administrative institutions, while also possessing
powers to refer disagreements with the elected Council of Ministers to the President.

e Consequently, the elected government does not enjoy the same degree of autonomy as State governments
operating under the normal federal structure. This institutional design makes the elected executive function
under the overarching authority of the LG in several important matters.

e Therefore, the LG's extensive administrative and executive powers, as described in Statement Il, directly
explain why the elected government remains subordinate under the present Union Territory arrangement.

17) The Ravidassia community of Punjab has renewed demands for a separate religious category in the Census.
Which of the following constitutional provisions primarily guarantees the right to advocate for such official
recognition of a distinct religious identity?

(a) Article 25 (Freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of religion)
(b) Article 29 (Protection of interests of minorities)

(c) Article 341 (Provisions for Scheduled Castes)

(d) Article 371F (Special provisions with respect to Sikkim)

Solution: A

e The Ravidassia community's census mobilization represents a significant socio-political movement in Punjab,
where Dalits constitute roughly 32% of the population. The demand for a separate religion category in
Census 2027 is fundamentally grounded in Article 25 of the Constitution. Article 25 guarantees the freedom
of conscience and the right to freely profess, practice, and propagate religion to all citizens.

e While Article 29 protects minority cultural rights and Article 341 defines Scheduled Castes, Article 25 is the
primary constitutional guarantee of religious self-determination.
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18) With reference to the Constitution of India, consider the following statements regarding Preventive
Detention:
1. Both the Parliament and State Legislatures have concurrent power to make laws regarding preventive
detention for reasons connected with the security of a State.
2. Article 22 provides protection against arrest and detention to both citizens and enemy aliens equally.
3. The maximum period for which a person can be detained under a preventive detention law without
obtaining the opinion of an Advisory Board is six months.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Solution: A

e Statement 1is Correct. Both Parliament and State Legislatures have concurrent legislative competence to
make laws on preventive detention for reasons connected with the security of a State, as provided under
Entry 3 of the Concurrent List (List 1ll) of the Seventh Schedule.

e Statement 2 is Incorrect. Article 22 does not provide equal protection to citizens and enemy aliens. The
safeguards relating to arrest and detention under Article 22(1) and 22(2) are not available to enemy aliens.
They are also not available to persons detained under preventive detention laws, who are instead governed
by the special safeguards under Article 22(4)-22(7).

e Statement 3 is Incorrect. Under Article 22(4), a person cannot ordinarily be detained under a preventive
detention law for more than three months unless an Advisory Board reports sufficient cause for continued
detention. Therefore, the constitutional limit without obtaining the opinion of an Advisory Board is three
months, not six months.

19) Under the Constitution of India, the fundamental right of citizens to assemble peaceably and without arms is
guaranteed under which of the following?
(a) Article 14
(b) Article 19
(c) Article 21
(d) Article 25

Solution: B

In India, the right to peaceful protest and public assembly is derived from the fundamental rights guaranteed
under Article 19 of the Constitution. Specifically, Article 19(1)(a) protects the freedom of speech and expression,
while Article 19(1)(b) protects the right to assemble peaceably and without arms. However, these are not
unconditional rights and are subject to reasonable restrictions, such as maintaining public order and obtaining
necessary permissions from local authorities.

20) The Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Bill, 2026, introduced in Parliament, seeks to
extend statutory penal protection to which national symbol?
(a) The National Emblem
(b) The National Pledge
(c) The National Song
(d) The National Calendar

Solution: C

The Central Government introduced the Prevention of Insults to National Honour (Amendment) Bill, 2026 during
the Monsoon Session of Parliament to grant legal protection to India's National Song, Vande Mataram. Under the
existing 1971 Act, penal protections against disrespect or obstruction were restricted only to the National Flag,
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the Constitution, and the National Anthem. The new amendment proposes to criminalize acts of disrespect
toward the National Song as well, putting it on a similar statutory footing.

21) Which of the following statements best describes the nature of "Preventive Detention" as interpreted by the
judiciary in India?

(a) It is a punitive measure aimed at punishing an individual for an offence already committed.
(b) It is a precautionary measure based on suspicion that a future offence might be committed.
(c) It can be ordered exclusively by judicial magistrates under the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS).
(d) It allows the state to bypass the statutory requirement of producing the detainee before a magistrate
under all circumstances.

Solution: B

Preventive detention is not punitive; it is a preventive or precautionary measure. Its purpose is to prevent a
person from acting in a manner prejudicial to public order, national security, defence, foreign affairs, or other
specified interests. Unlike ordinary criminal detention, it is based on the reasonable apprehension of future
conduct, not on punishment for a past offence.
The Supreme Court has consistently held that preventive detention is distinct from punitive detention:

e Punitive detention follows conviction or prosecution for an offence already committed.

e Preventive detention seeks to prevent the commission of anticipated prejudicial acts and is therefore

based on the likelihood of future conduct.

22) Consider the following statements regarding the legislative distribution of power over Education in India:
1. Education was originally a subject placed explicitly under the Union List of the Seventh Schedule to
ensure national uniformity.
2. It was transferred to the Concurrent List via the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976.
3. If a state law on a Concurrent List subject conflicts with a central law, the state law can still prevail
within that state if it receives the assent of the President of India.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Solution: B

e Education was not originally placed in the Union List. At the commencement of the Constitution in 1950, it
was primarily a State List subject under Entry 11, while certain aspects such as coordination and standards in
higher education were assigned to the Union List. Hence, Statement 1 is incorrect.

e The 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976 transferred Education from the State List to the Concurrent
List (Entry 25) to enable both the Union and States to legislate on the subject and promote coordinated
educational development. Therefore, Statement 2 is correct.

e Under Article 254(2), if a State law on a Concurrent List subject is inconsistent with an existing Central law, it
may still prevail within that State provided it has been reserved for and receives the assent of the President.
However, Parliament retains the authority to override such a State law through subsequent legislation. Thus,
Statement 3 is also correct.

23) Under the statutory framework governing criminal procedure in India, an inquiry into a case of death,
disappearance, or rape occurring within police custody must be mandatorily conducted by:
(a) The Superintendent of Police of the concerned district
(b) A Judicial Magistrate or Metropolitan Magistrate
(c) An Executive Magistrate appointed by the State Government
(d) The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) exclusively
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Solution: B

Section 176(1A) of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (CrPC) (now substantially carried forward under the
corresponding provisions of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (BNSS)) mandates that when a person
dies, disappears, or an allegation of rape is made while the person is in the custody of the police or in any other
custody authorized by a Magistrate or a court, an inquiry shall be held by the Judicial Magistrate or the
Metropolitan Magistrate having jurisdiction.

This inquiry is mandatory and is in addition to the police investigation. The provision was introduced to ensure an
independent judicial examination of custodial incidents and to enhance accountability.

e (a) Incorrect — The Superintendent of Police may supervise the police investigation but does not conduct
the mandatory magisterial inquiry under this provision.

e (c) Incorrect — Although Executive Magistrates may conduct inquiries in certain cases under criminal
procedure, custodial death, disappearance, or rape specifically requires a Judicial/Metropolitan
Magistrate.

e (d) Incorrect — The NHRC may issue guidelines, monitor cases, or seek reports, but it is not the statutory
authority mandated to conduct the inquiry, nor is its involvement exclusive.

24) With reference to the Constitution of India, consider the following statements:
1. Article 23 explicitly prohibits traffic in human beings, begar, and other similar forms of forced labor.
2. The protection under Article 23 is available only against the state and does not extend to private
individuals.
3. The state is completely barred from imposing compulsory service for public purposes if it involves any
form of unpaid work.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Solution: A

e Statement 1: Correct. Article 23 of the Constitution explicitly prohibits traffic in human beings, begar (forced
unpaid labour), and other similar forms of forced labour. Any contravention of this provision is punishable in
accordance with law. It is a Fundamental Right available to both citizens and non-citizens.

e Statement 2: Incorrect. Article 23 has horizontal application, meaning it is enforceable not only against the
State but also against private individuals. Thus, private persons or organizations compelling forced labour
can also violate Article 23. The Supreme Court has reinforced this interpretation in cases such as People's
Union for Democratic Rights v. Union of India (1982).

e Statement 3: Incorrect. Article 23(2) expressly permits the State to impose compulsory service for public
purposes, provided it does not discriminate on grounds such as religion, race, caste, or class. Therefore,
compulsory public service is constitutionally valid under specified conditions.

25) The landmark Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union of India (1984) case in the Supreme Court of India is primarily
associated with which of the following subjects?
(a) Enforcement of Environmental Protection Laws
(b) The right to education for children in rural areas
(c) The identification, release, and rehabilitation of bonded laborers
(d) The regulation and protection of inter-state migrant workmen

Solution: C

e The Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union of India (1984) case is a landmark judgment in which the Supreme
Court strengthened the enforcement of Article 23 of the Constitution, which prohibits bonded labour, begar,
and other forms of forced labour. The case originated from a public interest litigation (PIL) filed by the

www.insightsonindia.com 57 " LSICHISIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSIGHTS EDITORIALS QUIZ
organization Bandhua Mukti Morcha, highlighting the exploitation of bonded labourers in stone quarries of
Haryana.

The Court held that the identification, release, and rehabilitation of bonded labourers is a constitutional and
statutory obligation of the State under the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976. It also expanded the

scope of Article 21, emphasizing that the right to live with dignity includes freedom from exploitation. The
judgment established that courts can actively intervene through PILs to protect the fundamental rights of
disadvantaged sections of society.

26) The famous Prakash Singh v. Union of India case, frequently cited in the context of administrative reforms, is

primarily associated with which of the following?
(a) Legalizing the right to strike for government employees
(b) Setting up independent Police Complaints Authorities at state and district levels
(c) Making the advice of the National Human Rights Commission binding on the military
(d) Standardizing uniform working hours across all state constabularies

Solution: B

The landmark Prakash Singh v. Union of India judgment (2006) is one of the most significant Supreme Court
decisions on police reforms in India. The Court issued seven binding directives to improve the autonomy,
accountability, and professionalism of the police.

One of these directives was the establishment of Police Complaints Authorities (PCAs) at the state and district
levels to inquire into allegations of serious misconduct by police personnel, including custodial death, grievous
hurt, rape in custody, and abuse of authority.

The seven major directives included:
e Establishment of a State Security Commission.
e Selection and minimum tenure of the Director General of Police (DGP).
e Minimum tenure for key operational officers.
e Separation of investigation from law and order functions.
e Creation of a Police Establishment Board.
e Establishment of Police Complaints Authorities.
e Constitution of a National Security Commission for central police organizations.

27) Consider the following statements regarding the Right to be Forgotten (RTBF):

1. Theright to be forgotten empowers individuals to exclusively request the permanent erasure of their

public data.

2. The global legal origin of this right traces back to a landmark ruling by the Supreme Court of the
United States.

3. InIndia, this right is a statutory provision explicitly codified under the Information Technology Act,
2000.

Which one of the following conclusions based on the above statements is correct?

(a) All three statements are correct.

(b) There is no correct statement.

(c) There are two correct statements that include statement 3.

(d) There is only one correct statement.

Solution: B

Statement 1 is incorrect: The right to be forgotten (RTBF) empowers individuals to seek the removal, erasure,
or de-indexing of personal information from public digital platforms and search engines when its accessibility
causes ongoing harm. It does not mean an exclusive right to permanent erasure of all public data, as it must
be balanced against public interest, freedom of expression, and open justice.

Statement 2 is incorrect: The global prominence of this concept traces back to Europe, not the United States.
It originated from a 2014 landmark ruling by the European Court of Justice (ECJ) in the case of Mario Costeja
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Gonzdlez v. Google, where a Spanish citizen successfully petitioned to remove outdated notices regarding a
settled debt.

e Statement 3 is incorrect: India has historically lacked a coherent, explicit statutory framework for the right to
be forgotten. Its legal evolution flows from judicial interpretation rather than the Information Technology Act,
2000. The foundational base was laid by the Supreme Court in the K.S. Puttaswamy (2017) judgment, which
held that informational privacy and information self-determination are fundamental rights under Article 21 of
the Constitution.

28) In the context of Indian polity, which of the following situations would be categorized as "Forced Labour"
(begar) under the scope of Article 23 as interpreted by the Supreme Court?
1. Anemployer paying a worker less than the legally mandated minimum wage.
2. Asituation where a worker is compelled to provide labor due to sheer economic necessity and
poverty.
3. A contract where a worker voluntarily agrees to work without wages out of cultural or religious
devotion.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Solution: B

e Article 23 of the Constitution prohibits traffic in human beings, begar, and other similar forms of forced
labour, and this protection is enforceable against both the State and private individuals. In People's Union for
Democratic Rights v. Union of India (1982), the Supreme Court gave an expansive interpretation to the term
"force."

e It held that payment below the statutory minimum wage amounts to forced labour because a worker
accepts such employment due to economic helplessness rather than genuine free choice. The Court further
clarified that economic compulsion arising from poverty, hunger, indebtedness, or lack of livelihood
opportunities can also constitute force under Article 23, even in the absence of physical or legal coercion.

e However, voluntary unpaid service, such as work performed out of religious devotion, cultural tradition, or
charitable intent, does not amount to begar, provided it is undertaken freely and without exploitation or
coercion.

29) Consider the following statements:

Statement I: The Delhi High Court in Laksh Vir Singh Yadav v. Union of India (2026) ruled that the right to
be forgotten operates even against private commercial entities.

Statement Il: The right to be forgotten naturally flows from the constitutional guarantees of dignity and
informational privacy under Article 21.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-|

(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|

(c) Statement-I is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect

(d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: A

e Statement | is correct: In the Laksh Vir Singh Yadav v. Union of India (2026) case, the Delhi High Court
expanded the operational horizon of the right to be forgotten, clarifying that it can be invoked not just against
state authorities but also against private commercial platforms and search engines that index personal data.
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e Statement Il is correct: The court established that individuals possess a right to protect their digital footprint
from obsolete records that cause persistent harm. This protection is inherently tied to an individual's personal
dignity and right to privacy.

e Statement Il provides the precise legal rationale for Statement I. The reason why the Delhi High Court could
extend this right to operate against private commercial entities is that it recognized the right as a natural,
fundamental derivation of Article 21's guarantees of dignity and informational privacy. When a right is
elevated to a core facet of human dignity and personal liberty, its enforcement mechanisms must adapt to
address modern digital harms inflicted by non-state actors.

30) With reference to candidate nomination scrutiny under the Representation of the People Act, 1951 (RPA),
consider the following statements:
1. Any general criminal conviction resulting in an imprisonment sentence of two years or more causes
immediate electoral disqualification.
2. The administrative authority to evaluate affidavit disclosures and reject incomplete nomination
papers belongs to the Returning Officer.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c)Both1and2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

e Statement 1: Correct. Under Section 8(3) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, a person convicted
of any offence and sentenced to imprisonment for not less than two years is disqualified from the date of
conviction. The disqualification continues during the period of imprisonment and for six years after release.
The Supreme Court's judgment in Lily Thomas v. Union of India (2013) also clarified that such disqualification
takes effect immediately upon conviction.

e Statement 2: Correct. The Returning Officer (RO) is the statutory authority responsible for scrutiny of
nomination papers under the RPA, 1951. The RO examines whether the nomination complies with the legal
requirements, including the filing of the prescribed affidavit containing disclosures relating to criminal
antecedents, assets, liabilities, and educational qualifications. If the nomination or the accompanying affidavit
suffers from substantial defects or mandatory requirements are not fulfilled, the RO may reject the
nomination during scrutiny.

31) Consider the following statements:
1. Public policing and maintenance of public order fall under the Union List of the Seventh Schedule.
2. Peaceful public assembly is a fundamental right protected under Article 19(1)(b) subject to
reasonable restrictions.
Which of the above statements are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c)Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

e Statement 1 is incorrect because "Public Order" and "Police" are explicitly enumerated under Entry 1 and
Entry 2 of the State List (List Il) in the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution of India, not the Union List.

e Statement 2 is correct because Article 19(1)(b) guarantees all citizens the fundamental right to assemble
peaceably and without arms. However, this right is not absolute and is subject to reasonable restrictions
imposed under Article 19(3) in the interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India or public order.

32) Which of the following correctly describes the process of appointing the Chief Justice of India (CJI)?
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a) The Cll is appointed solely by the President of India based on seniority.
b) The Law Ministry appoints the ClI after consulting with the senior-most judges.
c) The President of India appoints the CJI based on the recommendation of the outgoing CII.
d) The Cll is appointed by a collegium of senior judges in the Supreme Court.

Solution: C

The Chief Justice of India (CJI) is appointed by the President of India under Article 124 of the Constitution.
Typically, the outgoing CJl recommends the senior-most judge of the Supreme Court as their successor,
following the principle of seniority and the Memorandum of Procedure (MoP).

The Law Ministry processes the recommendation, and the President formalizes the appointment. While seniority
is a crucial criterion, factors like merit and integrity are also considered, although deviations from the seniority
norm are rare and would require strong justification.

8. History, Art and Culture

1) Consider the following with reference to India's traditional physical heritage and martial art forms:

Column A (Martial Co.lu.mn B (Region of Column C (Historical Context / Technical Phase)

Art) Origin)

I. Kalaripayattu A Kerala X. Initiated with the Maippayattu body conditioning
phase

II. Thang-Ta 2 [Marmiiau Y. .I-.Ilstor|caIIY integrated with the mandatory Lallup
military service system

IIL. Silambam C. Tamil Nadu Z. Incorporates unarmed self-defense techniques of

Kuttu Varisai

How many of the above are correctly matched?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: C

e Traditional martial arts in India are deeply intertwined with regional history, warrior cultures, and state
structures.

e Kalaripayattu, originating in Kerala, features systematic physical training that transitions through several
stages: Maippayattu (body conditioning), Kolthari (wooden weapons), and finally Angathari (combat with
sharp metal weapons).

e Thang-Ta, the ancient martial art of Manipur, was historically integrated with the Lallup system—a
mandatory military service framework that required all able-bodied men to serve the kingdom. This ensured
continuous state defense and preserved martial expertise.

e In Tamil Nadu, Silambam is a staff-fencing art that incorporates Kuttu Varisai, which represents the unarmed
combat and empty-hand defense phase of training. These martial arts are not merely aesthetic performances
but historically represented highly structured, lethal combat systems.

e Under modern cultural initiatives, they are being revitalized as symbols of traditional knowledge, physical
discipline, and historical heritage.
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2) Which of the following statements best describes the legal status of a Geographical Indication (Gl) tag in
India?

a) It is a private intellectual property right that can be sold or licensed by an individual producer to others
for a royalty.

b) It is a collective right, registered in the name of a community or an association of producers, and is not
transferable.

c) Itis granted for a period of 20 years, after which it enters the public domain and can be used by
anyone.

d) It is granted by the Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks to any product with a
unique regional characteristic.

Solution: B

e A Geographical Indication (Gl) in India is fundamentally a collective or public property. It is not granted to an
individual or a single company. Instead, it is registered in the name of an association of persons, producers,
organization, or any authority established by or under the law representing the interests of the producers of
the concerned goods. This ensures that the benefits of the Gl tag are shared by the entire community of
producers from that specific geographical region.

o Akey feature of a Gl, distinguishing it from a trademark, is that it cannot be sold, transferred, licensed,
pledged, or mortgaged. This prevents the commercial exploitation of a region's collective heritage by a single
entity.

e The registration is valid for 10 years and can be renewed indefinitely, not 20 years. While the office of the
Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks administers it, the registration is handled by the
Geographical Indications Registry.

9. Defence and Security

1) Which of the following are the functions of the newly constituted Bureau of Port Security (BoPS)?
1. Enforcing compliance with the International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code.
2. Establishing a dedicated division for the cybersecurity of port IT systems.
3. Conducting oil fingerprinting and marine pollution laboratory analysis.
4. Implementing risk-based, graded security measures across major and non-major ports.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1,2 and 3 only
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only
(c) 2,3 and 4 only
(d) 1,2 and 4 only

Solution: D

e Points 1, 2, and 4 are correct: The BoPS is tasked with regulatory oversight, including the ISPS Code
(international framework for ship/port security), establishing a cybersecurity division to protect digital
infrastructure, and implementing graded security across all ports.

e Point 3 is incorrect: Oil fingerprinting and pollution analysis are functions of specialized vessels like Samudra
Pratap and the Indian Coast Guard's environmental wing, not the Bureau of Port Security. The BoPS is focused
on security threats like terrorism, smuggling, and piracy.

e The BoPS acts as a nodal body to bridge gaps between the Coast Guard, Navy, and CISF, ensuring a resilient
maritime security environment in line with Maritime India Vision 2030.

2) Match the following defense export/security agreements recently seen in the news with the respective pairs
of countries involved:
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Defense Item / Agreement Countries Involved
1. UNICORN Radar System Japan and India
2. Mogami-class Frigates Japan and Australia

3. Treaty on Common Security Australia and Indonesia

Which of the pairs given above are correctly matched?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c)1and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Solution: D

e The UNICORN (Unified Complex Radio Antenna) Radar System is a sophisticated integrated mast technology
developed by Japan that combines radar, communication, and electronic warfare antennas into a single
stealth-compatible structure. India and Japan have agreed to collaborate on integrating this technology into
Indian naval warships, making it one of the first major defence equipment co-development projects between
the two countries. The initiative strengthens maritime cooperation under their Special Strategic and Global
Partnership.

e The Mogami-class frigates are advanced multi-mission stealth warships built by Japan for the Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force. Australia selected the upgraded Mogami-class design under its SEA 3000 General Purpose
Frigate programme, marking Japan's most significant defence export success in recent years. The project aims
to enhance Australia's naval capabilities while deepening defence-industrial cooperation between the two
countries.

e The Treaty on Common Security was signed between Australia and Indonesia to institutionalise long-term
security cooperation. The treaty provides a framework for regular strategic consultations, intelligence sharing,
maritime security cooperation, counter-terrorism, cyber security, disaster response, and defence
collaboration. It reflects the shared objective of maintaining peace, stability, and a rules-based order in the
Indo-Pacific region.

10. Maps / Places

1) Which of the following bodies of water or features are located in or border the South China Sea?
1. Paracel Islands
2. Strait of Malacca
3. Scarborough Shoal
4. Gulf of Tonkin
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1and 3 only
(b) 1, 3, and 4 only
(c) 2and 4 only
(d)1,2,3,and 4

Solution: B

e The South China Sea is a semi-enclosed marginal sea of the western Pacific Ocean, bordered by China,
Taiwan, the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Indonesia, Vietnam, Cambodia, and Singapore. It contains several
strategically important islands, reefs, shoals, and gulfs that are central to regional maritime disputes and
global shipping.
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e The Paracel Islands (1) are located in the northwestern South China Sea and are administered by China but
also claimed by Vietnam and Taiwan.

e Scarborough Shoal (3) lies in the eastern South China Sea, west of the Philippines, and is another disputed
maritime feature.

e The Gulf of Tonkin (4) is a northwestern extension of the South China Sea, situated between northern
Vietnam and China's Guangxi province and Hainan Island.

e The Strait of Malacca (2) is not part of or bordering the South China Sea. Instead, it is a narrow waterway
connecting the Andaman Sea (Indian Ocean) to the Singapore Strait, which subsequently opens into the
South China Sea. Although it serves as the principal maritime gateway for vessels entering or leaving the
South China Sea, it is geographically a separate strait.

2) Slovakia shares a direct land border with which of the following nations?

1. Austria
2. Poland
3. Romania
4. Ukraine

5. Germany
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(@) 1,2 and 4 only
(b) 2,3 and 5 only
(c)1, 3,4 and 5 only
(d)1,2,3,4and5

Solution: A

Slovakia is a landlocked sovereign nation located in Central Europe.
e Austria: Shares a direct land border to the southwest of Slovakia. (Item 1 is correct)
e Poland: Shares a long, mountainous land border along the northern frontier of Slovakia, running through
the Carpathian Mountains. (Item 2 is correct)
e Romania: Does not share a border with Slovakia; it is separated from it by Hungary and Ukraine. (Item 3 is
incorrect)
e Ukraine: Shares a direct international land border along the eastern frontier of Slovakia. (Iltem 4 is
correct)
e Germany: Does not share a direct border with Slovakia; it lies further west, separated by the Czech
Republic and Austria. (Item 5 is incorrect)
Slovakia also shares borders with Hungary to the south and the Czech Republic to the northwest, making a total
of five bordering nations (Poland, Ukraine, Hungary, Austria, and the Czech Republic).
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3) Which one of the following strategic maritime chokepoints connects the Red Sea directly to the Gulf of Aden
and the Arabian Sea?

(a) Strait of Hormuz
(b) Bab-el-Mandeb Strait
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(c) Strait of Malacca
(d) Mozambique Channel

Solution: B

The Bab-el-Mandeb Strait is a vital narrow waterway located between the Horn of Africa (Djibouti and Eritrea)
and the Arabian Peninsula (Yemen). It directly connects the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden and the broader Arabian
Sea/Indian Ocean. In contrast:

e The Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman.

e The Strait of Malacca connects the Andaman Sea (Indian Ocean) to the South China Sea (Pacific Ocean).

¢ The Mozambique Channel lies between Madagascar and mainland East Africa.

11. Miscellaneous

1) Inthe context of municipal administration and urban water resource management in India, the term "Non-
Revenue Water" (NRW) refers to:
(a) Clean water reserved exclusively for agricultural irrigation.
(b) Treated water that is lost through pipe leakages or theft before reaching the final consumer.
(c) Rainwater harvested in local urban wetlands that does not require chemical purification.
(d) Groundwater extracted by commercial packaged water companies without municipal licenses.

Solution: B

Non-Revenue Water (NRW) consists of treated municipal water that is lost during distribution due to physical
infrastructure leakages, faulty meters, or illegal water extraction. It is termed "non-revenue" because the Urban
Local Body (ULB) has already paid for the energy, chemicals, and distribution infrastructure to clean and transport
the water, but receives zero revenue for it. In many major Indian cities, NRW systematically exceeds 30% of the
total water supplied, highlighting severe administrative inefficiencies in urban water budgeting.

2) In public health discussions on teenage social media usage, what does the term "reverse causation" mean?
(a) Internet speed reductions leading to increased physical activity
(b) Pre-existing psychological distress causing teenagers to spend more time online
(c) Platform algorithms changing automatically in response to government regulations
(d) Hardware manufacturing defects causing mental fatigue in digital device users

Solution: B

e In public health and epidemiological research, reverse causation refers to a situation where the presumed
direction of cause and effect is reversed. Instead of social media use causing poor mental health, it is
possible that teenagers already experiencing anxiety, depression, loneliness, or other psychological distress
are more likely to spend greater amounts of time on social media. This makes it difficult to determine
whether social media is the cause of mental health problems or merely associated with them.

e The concept is particularly relevant in observational studies, where researchers identify associations but
cannot always establish causality. To address reverse causation, researchers often rely on longitudinal
studies, randomized interventions (where feasible), or statistical methods that account for pre-existing
mental health conditions.

3) Consider the following pairs:

International Football Confederation Geographic Region

1. AFC Asia
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International Football Confederation Geographic Region

2. CAF Africa
3. CONMEBOL Europe
4. UEFA South America

How many of the pairs given above are correctly matched?
(a) Only one pair
(b) Only two pairs
(c) Only three pairs
(d) All four pairs

Solution: B

e International football is governed globally by FIFA, which recognizes six continental confederations
responsible for administering the sport within their respective regions.

e Pair 1is correct because the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) governs football in Asia and also includes
Australia, which joined the AFC in 2006 after leaving the Oceania Football Confederation (OFC).

e Pair 2 is correct because the Confederation of African Football (CAF) is the governing body for football in
Africa and organizes competitions such as the Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON).

e Pair3isincorrect because CONMEBOL (Confederacion Sudamericana de Futbol) represents South America,
not Europe, and oversees tournaments like the Copa América and Copa Libertadores.

e Pair 4 is also incorrect because the Union of European Football Associations (UEFA) governs football in
Europe, organizing competitions such as the UEFA European Championship (Euro) and the UEFA Champions
League.
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