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13.

Which of the following
temples has/have a Nagara-
style shikhara?

1. Malegitti Shivalaya,
Badami

2. Huchimalligudi Temple,
Aihole

3. Dashavatara Temple,
Deogarh

4. Virupaksha Temple,
Pattadakal

Select the answer using the
code given below:

(a)1and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c) 3 only

(d)3and 4

Q.786 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 6 (T-42735) |
Moderate

Consider the following statements regarding Gupta Temples
(Northern India):

They represent the Dravidian style of architecture, characterized
by large temple complexes.

These temples are known for their intricate carvings, shikharas,
and artistic excellence.

They were primarily built using granite and sandstone, unlike other
structures of the time.

How many of the above statements are correct?

a. Only one

b. Only two

c. All three

d. None

Correct Option : A

Justification :

The Gupta temples are some of the earliest surviving examples of
structured temple architecture in India,

marking a transition from rock-cut caves to free-standing
temples.

Statement 1 is incorrect: Gupta temples primarily followed the
Nagara style of architecture, which is

characterized by curvilinear shikharas (towers), square sanctums
(garbhagriha), and axial alignment.

The Dravidian style, on the other hand, belongs to South India
and is associated with large temple

complexes, towering gopurams, and intricate pillared halls, which
were not typical of Gupta temples.

Statement 2 is correct: Gupta temples are renowned for their
intricate carvings, shikharas, and

artistic excellence. This period is often referred to as the "Golden
Age" of Indian art and architecture,

as temples like Dashavatara Temple (Deogarh) and Parvati
Temple (Nachna Kuthara) showcase highly

refined sculptures and elaborate relief work.

Statement 3 is incorrect: Unlike later temple constructions, Gupta
temples were primarily built using

brick and stone. While some sandstone was used, granite was
not the primary material, as it was

more commonly associated with Dravidian temple architecture in
the South.

Q.565 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 5 (T-42733) |
Moderate




Match the following dynasties with their prominent rulers and a
significant architectural contribution:

List-1 (Dynasty) List-1l (Prominent Ruler) List-1ll (Architectural
Contribution)

A. Pallava 1. Nagabhata | i. Vikramshila Monastery

B. Chalukya of Badami 2. Dharmapala ii. Rock-cut Rathas at
Mahabalipuram

C. Pala 3. Pulakesin Il iii. Virupaksha Temple at Pattadakal

Select the correct answer code:

a. A-3-ii, B-2-i, C-1-iii

b. A-ii, B-3-iii, C-2-i

c. A-ii, B-1-iii, C-2-i

d. A-2-i, B-1-ii, C-3-iii

Correct Option : B

Justification :

A. Pallava: The Pallavas were pioneers of Dravidian architecture.
A key ruler was Narasimhavarman |

(Mamalla). His most famous contribution is the group of
monolithic Rock-cut Rathas at Mahabalipuram

(also known as Mamallapuram), each carved from a single
granite outcrop. Therefore, the Pallava

dynasty correctly corresponds to the Rock-cut Rathas at
Mahabalipuram. The ruler associated with

this specific achievement is Narasimhavarman |, but among the
options, this contribution is uniquely

Pallava.

B. Chalukya of Badami: The Chalukyas developed a unique style
of temple architecture, often called

the Vesara style, which blended Nagara and Dravida elements. A
prominent ruler was Pulakesin Il,

who established the empire's might. The temple complex at
Pattadakal, a UNESCO World Heritage

site, represents the zenith of Chalukyan art. The Virupaksha
Temple at Pattadakal was built by Queen

Lokamahadevi to commemorate her husband Vikramaditya Il's
victory over the Pallavas. It is a

masterpiece of the Dravidian style, built within the Chalukyan
kingdom. Pulakesin Il laid the

foundation for the empire that would create such marvels. So,
Chalukya of Badami correctly

corresponds to the Virupaksha Temple at Pattadakal, and
Pulakesin Il is their most famous king.

C. Pala: The Pala dynasty of Bengal and Bihar were devout
Buddhists. The most powerful Pala king,

Dharmapala, was a great patron of Buddhism and learning. He
founded the famous Vikramshila

Monastery (Vihara) in modern-day Bihar, which became one of
the most important centers of Buddhist

learning in India, second only to Nalanda.




18.

Consider the following
statements about the
archaeological findings in
Harappan towns:

1. There is wide occurrence
of spindle-whorls in the
houses but absence of
spinning wheels.

2. Weights and
measurement scales,
complete with graduations
have been discovered.

3. There are houses built in
large part with baked bricks,
around relatively spacious
courtyards, with their own
wells, bathing platforms,
and large rooms.

Which of the following
inferences can be drawn
from the above statements?
1. Statement | suggests that
spinning was a laborious
activity done at home.

2. Statement Il suggests the
extent of the scientific
knowledge that the
Harappans possessed.

3. Statement Ill suggests the
emergence of a common
property system.

Select the answer using the
code given below:

(a) 1and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

Q.2066 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | GS Full Syllabus (T-42748) |
Moderate

Consider the following pairs:

Harappan Site Unique Archaeological Finding

1. Mohenjo-daro Multi-pillared ‘Assembly Hall’

2. Chanhudaro City without a fortified citadel

3. Lothal Evidence of board games and gaming pieces

How many of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?

a. Only one pair

b. Only two pairs

c. All three pairs

d. None of the pairs

Correct Option: C

Justification :

Explanation:

Mohenjo-daro is well-known for its large-scale civic architecture.
Apart from the Great Bath and the

Granary, archaeologists discovered a multi-pillared 'Assembly
Hall' (or Prayer Hall) in the southern

part of the citadel mound. Hence, Pair 1 is correctly matched.
Chanhudaro, located in present-day Sindh, Pakistan, is a unique
Indus Valley site because it is the

only major city without a fortified citadel. It was primarily an
industrial center focused on beadmaking

and shell-working. Hence, Pair 2 is correctly matched.

Lothal, the maritime hub of the Harappans, has provided
evidence of early recreational activities

including a gaming board and pieces resembling chess-playing.
Additionally, an ivory scale was

discovered here, highlighting the site's importance in precision
trade and measurement. Hence, Pair 3

is correctly matched.

Q.1 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 1 Art & Culture (T-
42727) | Moderate

Consider the following statements regarding the town planning
and architecture of the Indus Valley Civilization:

The cities were characterized by a strict grid pattern, with streets
invariably intersecting at perfect right angles, indicating

a highly centralized and rigid urban planning authority.

The Great Bath at Mohenjo-daro was constructed using kiln-fired
bricks and sealed with bitumen, showcasing advanced

hydraulic engineering.

Which of the above statements are correct?

a.lonly

b. 2 only

c.Both 1and 2

d. Neither 1 nor 2

Correct Option : B

Justification :




Explanation:

Statement 1 is incorrect. While the IVC is famous for its grid-like
planning, it was not perfectly rigid or

universal. Streets were generally oriented north-south and east-
west, but variations existed. For

instance, at Mohenjo-daro, a perfect grid system is not observed,
and cities like Banawali had radial

streets.

Statement 2 is correct. The Great Bath is a prime example of IVC's
sophisticated engineering. It was

made of high-quality baked bricks, and the floor and walls were
made watertight using gypsum

mortar and a layer of natural tar or bitumen, demonstrating a
remarkable understanding of

waterproofing techniques.

Q.465 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 4 Ancient and
Medieval India (T-42732) | Moderate

Consider the following statements about the urban planning of
Dholavira:

Unlike the typical bipartite planning of Mohenjo-Daro, Dholavira's
layout was uniquely tripartite, consisting of a Citadel, a Middle
Town, and a Lower Town.

The city's extensive and sophisticated water management system,
comprising large reservoirs and channels, was primarily built using
baked bricks.

The architectural remains at Dholavira show an exclusive reliance
on mud bricks, with a complete absence of stone in construction.
How many of the above statements are incorrect?

a. Only one

b. Only two

c. All three

d. None

Correct Option : B

Justification :

Statement 1 is correct. Dholavira, a major Harappan city in the
Rann of Kutch, Gujarat, exhibits a

unique town plan that distinguishes it from cities like Mohenjo-
Daro and Harappa. While the latter

typically show a bipartite division (a smaller, raised Citadel and a
larger Lower Town), Dholavira had a

tripartite layout. It was divided into three distinct parts: a heavily
fortified Citadel (further divided

into a 'Castle' and 'Bailey’), a walled Middle Town, and a Lower
Town. Each of these parts was

enclosed by massive walls, often with elaborate gateways.
Statement 2 is incorrect. Dholavira's remarkable water
conservation system, one of the most

advanced of its time, made extensive use of stone, not just baked
bricks. The large reservoirs were




often cut into bedrock or lined with massive stone blocks to
prevent seepage. The use of finely

dressed stone in its architecture is a key feature that sets
Dholavira apart from other Harappan sites,

which predominantly used bricks.

Statement 3 is incorrect. Dholavira is notable for its extensive use
of stone in construction, especially

in its fortifications, gateways, and water reservoirs. While mud
bricks were also used, the skilled

masonry in sandstone is a defining characteristic of the site's
architecture.

19.

Which one of the following
statements about the Eka
Movement and Bardoli
Satyagraha is correct?

(a) The Eka Movement was
throughout supported and
organized by the Congress
while Bardoli Satyagraha
was initially independent of
Congress influence and was
only in the last stages
supported by the Congress.
(b) The Eka Movement was
provided leadership by the
talugdars of Awadh,
whereas the Bardoli
Satyagraha was a movement
of the landless labourers.
(c) The Bardoli Satyagraha
was a campaign against the
enhancement of land
revenue, while the Eka
Movement was a protest
against excessive extraction
of rents.

(d) The Eka Movement was
located in the Varanasi and
Mirzapur districts of the
present-day U.P., while the
Bardoli Satyagraha took
place in Saurashtra.

Q.2610 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | GS Full Syllabus 5 (T-42754) |
Moderate

Consider the following statements regarding the Bardoli
Resolution (1922):

It officially sanctioned the suspension of all forms of mass civil
disobedience, including the non-payment of taxes.

It directed Congress workers to focus on the 'Constructive
Programme' as the primary activity.

It was passed by the Congress Working Committee while Gandhi
was in prison.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

a. Only one

b. Only two

c. All three

d. None

Correct Option : B

Justification :

Explanation:

Following the Chauri Chaura incident, the Congress Working
Committee met at Bardoli in February

1922. The resulting resolution formally called off the Non-
Cooperation Movement and halted the

planned mass civil disobedience and "No-Tax" campaigns across
the country. Hence, Statement 1 is

correct.

To prevent the energy of the volunteers from dissipating, the
resolution shifted the focus toward

social work. This included promoting Khadi, communal unity, the
removal of untouchability, and the

establishment of national schools. This shift was intended to
prepare the masses for a more

disciplined future struggle. Hence, Statement 2 is correct.
Mahatma Gandhi was the primary architect of the Bardoli
Resolution and was present during its

passing. He was not arrested and imprisoned (by Judge
Broomfield) until March 1922, roughly a

month after the resolution was adopted. Hence, Statement 3 is
incorrect.




Q.231 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 2 Modern India (T-
42729) | Moderate

Consider the following statements about the social composition
and geographical spread of the Non-Cooperation

Movement (1920-22):

1. The movement witnessed near-universal participation from the
big business and capitalist class, who saw it as an opportunity to
promote indigenous industries.

2. In the countryside, the movement often merged with local
agrarian grievances, leading to peasant struggles that sometimes
went beyond the Congress's official programme of non-violence.
3. The participation of students and the educated middle class was
most prominent in the initial phase but began to wane as the
movement prolonged.

4. Regions like the Madras Presidency showed a level of
participation and enthusiasm that was significantly lower
compared to regions like Bengal and the United Provinces.

Which of the above statements are correct?

a.land 2 only

b. 2, 3, and 4 only

c.1,2and 3 only

d.1,2,3and 4

Correct Option : B

Justification :

Statement 1 is incorrect. The big business class had a mixed and
cautious response. While some were

sympathetic to the nationalist cause and the call for Swadeshi,
many were wary of the movement's

agitational politics, fearing disruption to their economic
activities. The large-scale labour unrest that

accompanied the movement also made them apprehensive.
Thus, their participation was far from

universal; many remained skeptical or opposed.

Statement 2 is correct. A key feature of the NCM was its fusion
with local peasant movements. In

regions like Awadh (United Provinces), the movement against
talugdars and oppressive taxes (the Eka

movement) became intertwined with the NCM. Similarly, in
other parts of the country, peasants

interpreted Swaraj in terms of their own specific grievances, and
their actions, such as withholding

rent and social boycott of landlords, sometimes deviated from
the strict creed of non-violence, as

seen in the Malabar (Moplah) rebellion.

Statement 3 is correct. The boycott of government-controlled
schools and colleges was one of the

most successful aspects of the movement initially. Thousands of
students left their institutions, and

national schools like the Kashi Vidyapith and Gujarat Vidyapith
were established. However, the




alternative educational infrastructure was inadequate, and as the
movement dragged on without

achieving Swaraj within a year, many students, lawyers, and
other middle-class professionals began

to drift back to government institutions and courts due to
economic and career pressures.

Statement 4 is correct. The intensity of the movement varied
significantly across regions. It was

particularly strong in Bengal, Bombay, and the United Provinces.
In contrast, the Madras Presidency

(except for parts of Andhra) was lukewarm in its response. The
hold of the Justice Party, which was

non-Brahmin and opposed to what it saw as the Brahmin-
dominated Congress, contributed to the

limited participation in this region.

24,

Which of the following
geographical features or
phenomena is/are
associated with the
Peninsular Block of India?
1. Submergence of parts of
the western coast due to
tectonic activity

2. Presence of residual
mountain ranges such as the
Veliconda hills and
Mahendragiri hills

3. Deep, V-shaped river
valleys formed by fast-
flowing rivers

Select the answer using the
code given below:

(a) 1 only

(b)1and 2

(c)2and3

(d) 3 only

Q.338 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 3 (T-42730) |
Moderate

Consider the following statements about the Coastal Plains of
India:

1. The Eastern Coastal Plain is broader and more emergent
compared to the Western Coastal Plain.

2. The Western Coastal Plain is characterized by numerous
estuaries, while the Eastern Coastal Plain is known for its well
developed deltas.

3. Lake Chilika is located on the Western Coastal Plain and is a
lagoon formed due to the submergence of the coastline.

Which of the above statements are correct?

a.1,2and3

b. 1 and 3 only

c.2and 3 only

d. 1and 2 only

Correct Option: D

Justification :

Statement 1 is correct. The Eastern Coastal Plain is significantly
broader than its western counterpart.

This is because the east-flowing Peninsular rivers (like Mahanadi,
Godavari, Krishna, Kaveri) have a

longer course over a gentler slope, allowing them to carry and
deposit vast amounts of sediment,

building up a wide plain. The Eastern coast is also a coast of
emergence, characterized by uplifted

features. In contrast, the Western coast is narrower and is a coast
of submergence in many parts,

leading to a steeper gradient.

Statement 2 is correct. The Western Coastal Plain is dominated
by short, swift-flowing rivers that

originate in the Western Ghats. Due to the steep gradient, these
rivers do not form deltas but instead

form estuaries (e.g., the mouths of the Narmada and Tapi).
Estuaries are funnel-shaped openings




where the river's fresh water meets the ocean's salt water.
Conversely, the large, sediment-laden,

east-flowing rivers form extensive and fertile deltas at their
mouths on the Bay of Bengal coast.

Statement 3 is incorrect. Lake Chilika, the largest brackish water
lagoon in India, is located on the

Eastern Coastal Plain in the state of Odisha, south of the
Mahanadi delta.

Q.369 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 3 (T-42730) | Easy
Consider the following statements:

Statement I: River Kalinadi is an east-flowing river in the southern
part of India.

Statement Il: The Deccan Plateau is higher along its western edge
and gently slopes towards the Bay of Bengal in the east.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above
statements?

a. Both Statement | and Statement Il are correct and Statement I
explains Statement |

b. Both Statement | and Statement Il are correct but Statement Il
does not explain Statement |

c. Statement | is correct but Statement Il is not correct

d. Statement | is not correct but Statement Il is correct

Correct Option : D

Justification :

Explanation:

e Statement | is incorrect. River Kalinadi, also known as the Kali
River, is actually a west-flowing river that

drains into the Arabian Sea. It does not flow eastwards, so the
statement about it being east-flowing is

wrong.

e Statement Il is correct. The Deccan Plateau is higher along its
western edge and slopes gently towards the east, which is why
most peninsular rivers flow eastward into the Bay of Bengal. This
topographical feature is true, but it does not apply to the
Kalinadi.

¢ The flow direction of Kalinadi is determined by local
topography, where the river cuts through the Western Ghats
towards the Arabian Sea. Hence, Statement Il is true
independently, but it does not explain Statement I.

27.

Which one of the following
statements with regard to
the Moidams, built by the
Tai-Ahom kingdom and
inscribed as a World
Heritage Site by UNESCO,
is/are correct?

(a) They acted as army
fortresses.

Q.1869 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 14 (T-42746) |
Moderate

'Moidams', which were recently in news, are best described as:
a. Terraced farming sites in the Western Ghats.

b. Mound-burial systems of the Ahom dynasty in Assam.

c. Ancient rock-cut caves found in the Deccan plateau.

d. Traditional water harvesting structures in Rajasthan.

Correct Option : B

Justification :

Explanation:




(b) They were recreation
centres of the Royals and
Nobles.

(c) They were burial grounds
of the Royals and Nobles.
(d) They were battle drill
centres of the Royals and
Nobles.

Select the answer using the
code given below:

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 3

(c) 3 only

(d)2and 4

Moidams are the mound-burial systems built by the Ahom
dynasty in Assam, mainly found at Charaideo,

which was the first capital of the Ahoms. These structures served
as royal tombs for Ahom kings, queens,

and nobles.

The word “Moidam” refers to a burial mound where the
deceased were laid along with valuable objects,

reflecting the Ahoms’ belief in life after death. Architecturally,
Moidams are large earthen mounds often

containing brick-lined chambers and underground vaults.

They represent a unique funerary tradition, comparable to
pyramids, and showcase the cultural and

historical legacy of the Ahom rule in Northeast India. Due to their
outstanding heritage value and

association with the Ahom civilization, Moidams have been
recently recommended for inclusion in the

UNESCO World Heritage List as an important cultural site of India.

32.

With respect to the Western
Hoolock Gibbons, which of
the following statements
is/are correct?

1. A Sanctuary in North-east
India is home to this ape
species listed as Endangered
in the International Union
for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) Red List.

2. They have specialized
brachiation and can easily
swing between trees.

3. They possess a strong and
heavy build like gorillas, yet
are remarkably agile tree
climbers.

Select the answer using the
code given below:

(a) 1 only

(b) 1and 2

(c)2and 3

(d) 3 only

Q.1895 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 15 (T-42747) |
Moderate

With reference to the Hoolock Gibbon, an ape species recently in
the news for conservation efforts in North-East India, consider the
following statements:

1. It is the only ape species found in India.

2. All subspecies of the Hoolock Gibbon are classified as 'Critically
Endangered' on the IUCN Red List.

3. Itis primarily a terrestrial species, spending most of its time
foraging on the forest floor.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

a.land 3 only

b. 2 only

c.3only

d. 1 only

Correct Option: D

Justification :

1. Statement 1 is correct. The Hoolock Gibbon is famously the
only ape species found in India. It belongs

to the Hylobatidae family (lesser apes) and is endemic to the
region.

2. Statement 2 is incorrect. There are two recognized species
(sometimes treated as subspecies): the

Western Hoolock Gibbon (Hoolock hoolock), which is classified as
Endangered (EN), and the Eastern

Hoolock Gibbon (Hoolock leuconedys), which is classified as
Vulnerable (VU). None of the

species/subspecies found in India is classified as 'Critically
Endangered'.

3. Statement 3 is incorrect. Gibbons are highly arboreal (tree-
dwelling) species, known for their unique

mode of locomotion called brachiation (swinging from branch to
branch). They rarely descend to the




forest floor.

Hoolock Gibbon Overview

Taxonomy: A small ape belonging to the family Hylobatidae
(Gibbons).

Distribution in India: Found south of the Brahmaputra river in
Assam and parts of the Northeast.

Conservation Status (India): Protected under Schedule | of the
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

Importance: As the only ape species in India, it is a flagship
species for the conservation of

fragmented evergreen and semi-evergreen forests in the region.

33.

Which of the following best
explain(s) the rationale for
protecting mangrove
ecosystems in the context of
climate resilience?

1. Mangroves reduce tidal
energy and store
freshwater, making them
ideal sites for paddy
cultivation in saline
estuarine belts.

2. Their salt-sensitive roots
filter seawater, making
mangroves key to converting
coastal land into freshwater
aquaculture zones.

3. By withstanding tidal
surges and offering biomass
resources, mangroves
function both as natural bio-
shields and livelihood bases
for rural communities.
Select the answer using the
code given below:

(a) 1 only

(b) 1and 2

(c)2and 3

(d) 3 only

Q.2542 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | GS Full Syllabus 5 (T-42754) |
Moderate

With reference to "Mangrove" ecosystems in India, consider the
following statements:

1. Mangroves are "halophytes" that utilize specialized salt-
secreting glands in their leaves to maintain osmotic balance in
saline water.

2. Mangrove species in the Sundarbans possess specialized aerial
roots for respiration in waterlogged soils.

3. Mangrove forests in India have shown a consistent decline in
total area over the last decade according to the India State of
Forest Reports (ISFR).

How many of the above statements are correct?

a. Only one

b. Only two

c. All three

d. None

Correct Option : B

Justification :

Statement 1 is correct. Mangroves are salt-tolerant plants known
as halophytes. Many mangrove

species possess adaptations such as salt-secreting glands on
leaves, salt exclusion at roots, and

succulent tissues to survive in saline coastal environments. These
physiological mechanisms help

maintain osmotic balance and prevent toxic salt accumulation.
Statement 2 is correct. Mangrove species in the Sundarbans and
other tidal wetlands develop

specialized aerial roots called pneumatophores. Since mangroves
grow in oxygen-poor, waterlogged,

muddy soils, these roots protrude above the surface and
facilitate gaseous exchange. Such

adaptations are essential for respiration in anaerobic conditions.
Statement 3 is incorrect. India’s mangrove cover has generally
shown an increasing or relatively

stable trend in successive India State of Forest Reports (ISFRs),
owing to conservation measures,




afforestation, coastal regulation mechanisms, and community
participation. States such as Gujarat,

West Bengal, and Odisha have recorded improvements in
mangrove cover in several reporting cycles.

Therefore, the statement regarding a “consistent decline” is
factually incorrect.

35.

Identify the river of the
Indian sub-continent on the
basis of the following
information:

1. It has an antecedent
drainage system.

2. It flows through three
countries.

3. It originates in the Tibetan
Plateau and is an important
river for irrigation.

4. It does not form
distributaries.

Select the answer from the
following:

(a) Brahmaputra

(b) Indus

(c) Sutlej

(d) Teesta

Q.2027 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | GS Full Syllabus (T-42748) |
Moderate

Consider the following statements:

Statement I: The Sutlej River is often referred to as an "antecedent
river" in the context of Himalayan geography.

Statement ll: It has cut deep, narrow gorges across the Great
Himalayas and the Zanskar ranges before entering the

Punjab plains.

Statement lll: The river's flow is primarily regulated by the melting
of glaciers in the Tibetan plateau rather than the

South-West monsoon.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above
statements?

a. Both Statement Il and Statement Il are correct and both of
them explain Statement |

b. Both Statement Il and Statement Ill are correct but only one of
them explains Statement |

c. Only one of the Statements Il and Il is correct and that explains
Statement |

d. Neither Statement Il nor Statement Il is correct

Correct Option: B

Justification :

Explanation:

Statement | correctly identifies the Sutlej as an antecedent river,
meaning it maintained its original

course despite the uplift of the Himalayas. Such rivers predate
mountain formation and continue to

erode vertically as the land rises, thereby cutting across
mountain ranges instead of being diverted.

Statement Il is correct and directly explains Statement I. The
Sutlej River flows through deep, narrow

gorges across the Great Himalayas and the Zanskar ranges. These
gorges are strong geomorphological evidence of antecedent
drainage, as they indicate that the river continued to erode
downward while the surrounding land was uplifted. This
sustained vertical erosion is a defining characteristic of
antecedent rivers.

Statement lll is also correct but does not explain Statement I. The
Sutlej originates in the Tibetan

Plateau and is primarily fed by glacial melt, making it a perennial
river with relatively stable




discharge compared to monsoon-fed rivers. However, this
hydrological feature relates to the river’s

water source and seasonal flow pattern, not to its geological
history or its ability to cut through rising

mountain ranges.

Thus, only Statement Il explains Statement |, while both
statements are factually correct.

41. | Match List | with List Il and | Q.1824 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 14 (T-42746) |
select the answer using the Difficult
code given below the Lists: With reference to the Interpol Silver Notice, consider the
| List I (INTERPOL Notice) | following statements:
List Il (Description) | 1. It is a mandatory directive requiring member countries to
| - | - | immediately seize and repatriate assets upon issuance.
| A. Silver Notice | 1. To 2. The notice can be issued by any international law enforcement
seek information on agency, including non-governmental organizations
unidentified bodies | focused on financial crimes.
| B. Blue Notice | 2. To 3. The nodal agency for issuing and responding to these notices in
collect additional India is the Enforcement Directorate (ED).
information about a How many of the above statements are incorrect?
person's identity, location, a. Only one
or activities in relation to a b. Only two
criminal investigation | c. All three
| C. Black Notice | 3.To d. None
provide warning about a Correct Option : C
person's criminal activities, Justification :
where the person is Statement 1 is incorrect: An Interpol Silver Notice is an
considered to be a possible international alert for police cooperation, not
threat to public safety | a legally binding seizure order. It helps member countries identify
| D. Green Notice | 4. To and locate assets, but the actual
identify and trace criminal freezing, seizure, or confiscation of those assets must be carried
assets | out in accordance with the domestic
laws of the country where the assets are found. It facilitates legal
Code: cooperation but does not override
(a) A-2, B-3,C-1,D-2 national sovereignty.
(b) A-4, B-2, C-4, D-1 Statement 2 is incorrect: Only the National Central Bureaus
(c) A-4,B-2,C-3, D1 (NCBs) of Interpol's 195 member countries
(d) A-4, B-1, C-3, D-2 can request the issuance of a Silver Notice. It cannot be issued by
non-governmental organizations or
other non-state entities. The information is vetted by Interpol's
General Secretariat before circulation.
Statement 3 is incorrect: In India, the designated National Central
Bureau and the single point of
contact for all Interpol matters is the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI), not the Enforcement
Directorate (ED). While the ED investigates financial crimes, all
coordination with Interpol is routed
through the CBI.
51. Which of the following Q.1892 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 15 (T-42747) |

statements regarding the

Easy




features of blockchain
technology are correct?

1. Records stored in the
database may be made
visible to relevant
stakeholders without risk of
alteration.

2. Copies of the entire
database are stored on
multiple computers on a
network, syncing within
seconds.

3. Consortium blockchain is
a blend of the features of
public and private
blockchains allowing
selective data access.

4. Mathematical algorithms
make it impossible to
change or delete any data
once recorded and
accepted.

Select the answer using the
code given below:

(a)1and 3

(b) 2 and 4 only

(c)1,2and 4

(d) 1 and 4 only

Consider the following statements about blockchain technology:
Each block in the blockchain contains encrypted data, which makes
it tamper-proof.

Blockchain operates on a decentralized network, which means no
single entity controls the data.

Smart contracts are used in blockchain to enable self-executing
contracts, which automatically enforce agreements.

How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a. Only one

b. Only two

c. All three

d. None

Correct Option : C

Justification :

Statement 1 describes the core feature of blockchain technology,
where each block is encrypted and

tamper-proof.

Statement 2 refers to the decentralized nature of blockchain,
where control is distributed across a network.

Statement 3 highlights the role of smart contracts, which are self-
executing contracts embedded within the blockchain that enforce
the terms of an agreement automatically.

59.

Which one of the following
best describes the 'Crowding
Out Effect' in the context of
fiscal policy?

(a) A situation where private
investment increases due to
increased Government
spending

(b) A situation where
Government borrowing
leads to higher interest
rates, which reduces private
investment

(c) A situation where an
increase in taxes leads to
increased private sector
investment

(d) A situation where
Government spending has
no impact on aggregate
demand

Q.1187 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 9 (T-42739) | Easy
Which of the following is the most concerning economic risk
associated with a high proportion of Internal Public Debt in
India?

a. Higher risk of 'Crowding Out' of private investment.

b. Exposure to global currency volatility.

c. Increased political pressure from foreign creditors.

d. Mandatory conditions imposed by international financial
institutions.

Correct Option : A

Justification :

Internal Public Debt refers to borrowings by the government
from domestic sources, such as banks,

insurance companies, and the public. A high proportion of
internal debt can have the following economic

risks:

1. Crowding Out of Private Investment: Correct

When the government borrows heavily from the domestic
financial system, it absorbs a large

portion of available savings.

This can raise interest rates, making borrowing more expensive
for private firms, thereby




reducing private investment.

2. Exposure to global currency volatility: Incorrect

This is mainly a concern with external debt, as foreign-currency-
denominated debt can fluctuate with exchange rates.

3. Political pressure from foreign creditors: Incorrect

Only relevant for external debt.

4. Mandatory conditions from international financial institutions:
Incorrect

Applies to loans from IMF, World Bank, etc., not domestic
borrowings.

70.

Which of the following
statements with regard to
Green Hydrogen is/are
correct?

1. It is decarbonized
hydrogen obtained from
natural gas reforming
combined with carbon
capture and storage (CCS).
2. It is produced using
electrolysis of water with
electricity generated by
renewable energy.

3. National Green Hydrogen
Mission of India aims for
abatement of nearly 50
MMT of annual greenhouse
gas emissions by 2030.
Select the answer using the
code given below:

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 2 only

(d)1,2and 3

Q.780 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 6 (T-42735) |
Moderate

With reference to green hydrogen, consider the following
statements:

1. Green hydrogen production uses renewable energy sources such
as solar or wind power for electrolysis.

2. Green hydrogen emits significantly lower carbon emissions
compared to grey hydrogen, which is produced from fossil fuels.
3. The Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) is under the Ministry of
New & Renewable Energy, which oversees the green hydrogen
initiative in India.

How many of the above statements are correct?

a. Only one

b. Only two

c. All three

d. None

Correct Option : B

Justification :

Green hydrogen refers to hydrogen produced using electrolysis
powered by renewable energy sources

like solar and wind. This process splits water into hydrogen and
oxygen without releasing greenhouse

gases, making it an eco-friendly alternative to traditional
hydrogen production methods.

Statement 1 is correct, as the clean production process is central
to green hydrogen.

Statement 2 is also correct, as green hydrogen significantly
reduces carbon emissions compared to

grey hydrogen, which is typically derived from natural gas and
releases substantial CO,

emissions—around 10 kg of CO, per kg of hydrogen—while green
hydrogen emissions can be as low as

1-2 kg or even negligible, depending on the energy source.
Statement 3 is incorrect because the Bureau of Energy Efficiency
(BEE) is not under the Ministry of

New & Renewable Energy but rather under the Ministry of
Power. The MNRE plays a key role in

renewable energy initiatives, but BEE’s administrative control lies
elsewhere.




Which one of the following is the nodal implementing agency for
India’s National Hydrogen Mission?

a. Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE)

b. Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI)

. Ministry of Power

d. Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE)

Correct Option : D

Justification :

The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) is the nodal
Ministry for the implementation of the

National Green Hydrogen Mission. The mission was approved in
January 2023 with the aim of making India a global hub for the
production, utilization, and export of Green Hydrogen and its
derivatives.

Shorter-term targets include developing 5 Million Metric Tonnes
(MMT) per annum Green Hydrogen

production capacity by 2030, and resulting in cumulative
reduction in fossil fuel imports and abatement of

nearly 50 MMT of annual CO2 emissions. This mission is crucial
for decarbonizing key sectors like

transportation, refining, and fertilisers, positioning Green
Hydrogen as a key component of India's energy

transition strategy.

Expected Outcomes by 2030:

Green Hydrogen Production: At least 5 MMT per year.
Renewable Energy: Addition of around 125 GW of capacity.
Investment: Over X8 lakh crore in green hydrogen.
Employment: Creation of 6 lakh jobs.

Reduction in fossil fuel imports: Exceeding X1 lakh crore.

GHG Emissions: Averting nearly 50 MMT of annual greenhouse
gas emissions.

82.

Consider the following
statements about the
provisions pertaining to the
Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes in India:
1. Provisions regarding the
administration of the Tribal
Areas in the States of Assam,
Meghalaya, Tripura and
Mizoram are given in the
Fifth Schedule of the
Constitution of India.

2. Some tribes of India are
entitled to exemption from
paying Income Tax on
certain incomes.

3. The Constitution of India
provides for reservation of

Q.2626 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | GS Full Syllabus 5 (T-42754) |
Easy

Under the Fifth Schedule of the Constitution of India, who among
the following is empowered to declare an

area as a "Scheduled Area"?

a. The Parliament of India by a simple majority

b. The Governor of the respective state after consulting the Tribes
Advisory Council

c. The President of India by an order

d. The Union Minister of Tribal Affairs

Correct Option : C

Justification :

Explanation:

The Fifth Schedule provides for the administration of tribal areas
in states other than Assam, Meghalaya,

Tripura, and Mizoram. The power to designate an area as
"Scheduled" rests solely with the President of




seats in Panchayats for
women belonging to the
Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes.

Which one of the following
conclusions based on the
above statements is correct?
(a) There are two correct
statements, that include
statement 2.

(b) There are two correct
statements, that are
statements 1 and 3.

(c) All three statements are
correct.

(d) There is only one correct
statement, that is statement
2.

India. This is done through an executive order. While the
President often acts in consultation with the State Governor, the
final authority is the President.

Once an area is declared Scheduled, the Governor is given special
powers—such as the ability to direct that certain laws do not
apply to that area or to make regulations for the peace and good
government of the region. This centralized authority ensures that
the protection of tribal interests remains a national priority, with
a uniform standard for designation across different states.

Q.1851 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 14 (T-42746) |
Moderate

Consider the following statements regarding the 73rd
Constitutional Amendment Act:

1. It made the holding of regular elections to Panchayats a
constitutional obligation.

2. It provided for the reservation of not less than one-half of the
total number of seats for women.

3. The State Election Commission is responsible for conducting
elections to the Panchayats.

How many of the statements given above are correct?

a. Only one

b. Only two

c. All three

d. None

Correct Option: B

Justification :

Explanation:

73rd Constitutional Amendment Act (1992):

Gave constitutional status to Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRls).
Inserted Part IX in the Constitution: “The Panchayats” (Articles
243 to 243-0).

Added the 11th Schedule (29 subjects for Panchayats).
Statement 1 is Correct: Before this amendment, elections to local
bodies were often delayed for years. The

Act made it a constitutional obligation (under Article 243-E) to
hold elections every five years. If a Panchayat is dissolved
prematurely, elections must be held within six months.
Statement 2 is Incorrect: The Act provides for the reservation of
not less than one-third (33%) of the total

number of seats for women (including the number of seats
reserved for SC/ST women). While some states

like Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and Kerala have increased this to
one-half (50%) through state laws, the 73rd

Amendment itself mandates only one-third.

Statement 3 is Correct: The Act provided for the establishment of
a State Election Commission (Article 243- K) for the
superintendence, direction, and control of the preparation of
electoral rolls and the conduct of all elections to the Panchayats.




83. Consider the following Q.1952 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 15 (T-42747) |
statements in respect of Easy
guestions asked by the With reference to the ‘Question Hour’ in Indian Parliament,
Members in the Parliament | consider the following statements:
of India: 1. A starred question requires an oral answer and hence
1. Unstarred questions are supplementary questions can follow.
those to which a Member 2. An unstarred question requires a written answer and hence
desires an oral answer in the | supplementary questions can follow.
House. 3. Short notice questions are those that are asked by giving a
2. Starred questions are notice of more than ten days.
those to which a Member Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect?
desires a written answer. a.lonly
3. No supplementary b.1and 2 only
question can be askedonan | c.1,2and3
unstarred question. d. 2 and 3 only
Which one of the following Correct Option: D
conclusions based on the Justification :
above statements is correct? | Statement 1 is Correct: A Starred Question is distinguished by an
(a) All the three statements | asterisk mark. It requires an oral
are correct. answer on the floor of the House. Because the answer is oral,
(b) There are two correct other members are permitted to ask
statements, that include supplementary questions to seek further clarification from the
statement 2. Minister.
(c) There is only one correct | Statement 2 is Incorrect: An Unstarred Question is one to which a
statement. written answer is desired. Since the
(d) There is no correct reply is laid on the table of the House in written form, no
statement. supplementary questions can be asked.
Statement 3 is Incorrect: A Short Notice Question is one that
relates to a matter of urgent public
importance and is asked with a notice period shorter than ten
days (the standard notice period for
other questions is usually 15 days). Like starred questions, these
are answered orally.
90. | Consider the following Q.2756 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | GS Full Syllabus 6 (T-42756) |

statements with respect to
the Al Impact Summit, 2026
held in New Delhi:

1. The Summit's intellectual
framework was based on
three foundational Sutras:
People, Planning, and
Progress.

2. The Preamble of the
Summit stresses
Democratising Al Resources,
which acknowledges the
Charter for Democratic
Diffusion of Al as a binding
framework to support locally
relevant innovation and

Moderate

Consider the following initiatives under the New Delhi
Declaration 2026 with their nature and objectives:

Column 1 (Initiative) Column 2 (Objective) Column 3 (Nature)
A. Global Al Impact Commons 1. Share/replicate successful Al
solutions X. Voluntary Collaborative Platform

B. Trusted Al Commons 2. Repository of benchmarks/best
practices Y. Non-binding Collaborative Repository

C. Democratic Diffusion Charter 3. Access to foundational Al
resources Z. Sovereign-based Policy Framework

How many of the above are correctly matched?

a. Only one

b. Only two

c. All three

d. None

Correct Option : C




strengthen resilient Al
ecosystems while respecting
national laws.

3. The New Delhi
Declaration on Al Impact
was structured around
seven Chakras (Pillars),
which included Access for
Social Empowerment, Al for
Science, and Secure and
Trusted Al.

Which of the statements
given above is/are correct?
(a)1,2and3

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2and 3 only

(d) 3 only

Justification :

A is correctly matched. The Global Al Impact Commons (A) is a
voluntary platform (X) whose main goal

is the replication of proven Al use-cases (1) to maximize social
impact across different regions.

B is correctly matched. The Trusted Al Commons (B) acts as a
repository (Y) for benchmarks and

technical resources (2). It focuses on the "how-to" of building
secure Al systems that can be adapted

to specific national contexts.

C is correctly matched. The Democratic Diffusion of Al Charter (C)
is a policy framework (Z) that

emphasizes affordable access to foundational resources (3) like
compute and data. It addresses the

"Al Divide" by ensuring that the underlying infrastructure of the
Al revolution is not monopolized.

The declaration balances these global collaborations with a
sovereignty-based approach, meaning

that while countries share tools and resources, they maintain the
right to regulate Al according to

their own national laws. This multi-layered governance model is
designed to be inclusive and

equitable, reflecting India's leadership in Al diplomacy under the
"Al for All" banner.

91.

Which of the following
connectivity projects is/are a
part of cooperation between
India and the ASEAN
member countries?

1. Kaladan Multi-Modal
Transit Transport Project

2. IMT Trilateral Highway

3. Agartala-Akhaura Rail Line
Select the answer using the
code given below:

(a)1and 2

(b) 2 and 3

(c)1and3

(d) 2 only

Q.1209 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | Prelims Test 9 (T-42739) |
Moderate

Consider the following pairs of India's international infrastructure
and connectivity projects:

1. Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project (KMMTTP):
Linking India's North-East with Southeast Asia via Myanmar.

2. Chabahar Port: Developed by India in Iran, serving as a gateway
to Afghanistan and Central Asia, bypassing Pakistan.

3. Asia-Africa Growth Corridor (AAGC): A bilateral economic
cooperation agreement between India and Japan to develop
infrastructure in Africa.

How many of the above pairs are correctly matched?

a. Only one

b. Only two

c. All three

d. None

Correct Option : C

Justification :

1. Pair 1 is Correct: The KMMTTP connects the port of Sittwe in
Myanmar to Mizoram in India, utilizing

sea, river (Kaladan), and road components. It is crucial for linking
India's landlocked North-Eastern

states to the Bay of Bengal and Southeast Asia.

2. Pair 2 is Correct: Chabahar Port in Iran is developed by India
and is strategically vital for providing




India with an alternative, reliable sea-land route to Afghanistan
and the resource-rich Central Asian

region, avoiding the land route through Pakistan.

3. Pair 3 is Correct: The AAGC is an economic cooperation
agreement between India and Japan,

announced in 2017. Its primary focus is on developing quality
infrastructure and digital connectivity

in the African continent, promoting skill development, and
strengthening regional value chains.

Therefore, All three pairs are correct.

94. | Consider the following Q.2524 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | GS Full Syllabus 4 (T-42753) |
statements about platforms | Moderate
for multilateral co- The Colombo Process, often seen in news, is primarily a:
operation: a. Regional consultative forum of labour-sending Asian countries
1. The 'Colombo Process' isa | on the management of overseas employment and
regional consultative migrant workers’ rights
process in which member b. Maritime security alliance among Indian Ocean Rim nations
states take binding decisions | c. rilateral economic cooperation framework between India, Sri
by consensus. Lanka, and Maldives
2. The 'Abu Dhabi Dialogue' | d. UN-led mechanism for post-conflict reconciliation in Sri Lanka
is a voluntary non-binding Correct Option: A
consultative process among | Justification :
Asian countries of labour Explanation:
origin and destination to The Colombo Process is a Regional Consultative Process (RCP) on
facilitate regional the management of overseas
cooperation on contractual employment and protection of migrant workers’ rights. It was
labour mobility. established in 2003 in Colombo, Sri
3. The 'Global Forum for Lanka, and consists of 12 Asian labour-sending countries such as
Migration and India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan,
Development', created upon | Philippines, and Sri Lanka.
the proposal of a former UN | Objective: Facilitate safe, orderly, and regular migration, improve
Secretary General, is a skills development, protect migrant
voluntary forum whose workers from exploitation, and strengthen cooperation with
decisions are non-binding in | labour-receiving countries, particularly in
nature. the Middle East.
Which of the statements Mechanism: Works through thematic areas including recruitment
given above is/are correct? regulation, skills recognition, ethical
(a)1,2and3 recruitment practices, pre-departure orientation, remittance
(b) 1 and 3 only management, and reintegration of
(c) 2and 3 only returnee migrants.
(d) 2 only Difference from Colombo Security Conclave: While the CSC deals
with maritime and regional security,
the Colombo Process addresses labour migration governance.
India participates actively to protect millions of Indian workers in
West Asia and to coordinate policies
with other labour-sending nations.
100. | Which of the following Q.2355 | CORE BATCH 2026 (717) | GS Full Syllabus 3 (T-42752) |

countries are members of
the European Union?

Easy




1. Belarus

2. Poland

3. Germany

4. Switzerland

Select the answer using the
code given below:
(a)1,2and 4

(b) 1 and 4 only

(c)2and 3

(d) 2 and 4 only

Which of the following bodies are permanent members of the G20,
in addition to the 19 sovereign countries?

1. The African Union (AU)

2. The European Union (EU)

3. The Organization of American States (OAS)

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

a.lonly

b. 2 only

c.land 2 only

d.1,2and3

Correct Option: C

Justification :

The G20 originally consisted of 19 countries and the European
Union (EU). Recently, the African Union

(AU) was admitted as a permanent member during the New Delhi
Summit under India’s Presidency in 2023.

The G20 members are: 19 countries (Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan,
Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa,
Tiirkiye, United Kingdom, and the United States) plus the
European Union and the African Union.

Therefore, both the African Union (AU) and the European Union
(EU) are permanent members.

The Organization of American States (OAS) is not a permanent
member of the G20.

Therefore, option C is correct answer.

Source:
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2025/Nov/27/south-
africa-will-not-receive-invitation-for-2026-g20-summit-says-
trump




