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Q1. Consider the following regarding ancient Indian theatrical performance spaces: 

Statement I: The Kuttampalam of Kerala is a specialized, structurally standalone temple theater 

designed strictly using the layout principles of the Natya Shastra. 

Statement II: The sloping wooden rafters and central acoustic ceiling of the Kuttampalam are 

engineered to maximize vocal resonance without structural iron pillars. 

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements? 

(a) Both Statement I and Statement II are correct and Statement II explains Statement I 

(b) Both Statement I and Statement II are correct but Statement II does not explain Statement I 

(c) Statement II is correct but Statement I is incorrect 

(d) Neither Statement I nor Statement II is correct 

 

Q2. With reference to the metallurgy of ancient Indian icon icons, consider the following 

statements: 

I. The classic South Indian Chola bronzes were cast using a distinct copper-heavy five-metal alloy 

known as Panchaloha. 

II. The historical Aranmula Kannadi of Kerala is a highly polished metal mirror made of a high-tin 

bronze alloy rather than glass. 

III. Ancient Indian iron casting completely lacked the technology to produce rust-resistant wrought-

iron alloys before the medieval period. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) I and II only 

(b) II and III only 

(c) I and III only 

(d) I, II and III 

 

Q3. With reference to early historic cave architectures, consider the following statements: 

I. The Guntupalli caves in Andhra Pradesh feature a circular rock-cut chaitya chamber that houses a 

structural stone stupa. 

II. The Junagadh caves in Gujarat contain unique, multistoried subterranean living quarters with 

ornate rock-cut water cisterns. 

III. The Pitalkhora caves in Maharashtra completely avoided Buddhist monastic use due to structural 

cracks in the basalt rock. 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) All the three 

(d) None 

 

 

Q4. Consider the following pairs of specific hand-loom textile weaves and their structural 

features: 

Textile Key Structural / Design Feature 

I. Baluchari Silk sarees featuring narrative panels from epics woven into the pallu. 

II. Kasavu Fine white cotton fabrics with un-dyed, highly polished pure gold zari 

borders. 
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III. Pochampally 

Ikat 

A single-ikat technique where only the warp threads are tied and dyed. 

IV. Ilkal A cotton saree featuring an attached red silk pallu using the Tope Teni 

technique. 

Which of the pairs given above are correct? 

(a) I, II and III only 

(b) I, II and IV only 

(c) II, III and IV only 

(d) I, III and IV only 

 

Q5. Consider the following statements regarding medieval temple structures in Northeastern 

India: 

Statement I: The Kamakhya Temple in Assam features a distinct, local architectural hybrid dome 

design known as the Nilachal style. 

Statement II: This style is characterized by a hemispherical dome built directly over a traditional 

multi-faceted, cruciform ratha base. 

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements? 

(a) Both Statement I and Statement II are correct and Statement II explains Statement I 

(b) Both Statement I and Statement II are correct but Statement II does not explain Statement I 

(c) Statement I is correct but Statement II is incorrect 

(d) Neither Statement I nor Statement II is correct 

 

Q6. Consider the following structural elements of early medieval Islamic architecture in India: 

I. Minbars – The raised, tiered pulpits inside the mosque sanctuary from which the Friday sermon is 

delivered. 

II. Maqsura – The structural screen or enclosure built around the mihrab to protect the praying 

sovereign. 

III. Pishtaq – The monumental, projecting formal archway that frames the primary entrance of a 

building. 

How many of the above elements are correctly defined? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) All the three 

(d) None 

 

Q7. With reference to the development of early Indian stringed instruments, consider the 

following statements: 

I. The ancient Yazh was a bow-harp instrument widely documented in early Tamil Sangam literature. 

II. The Ektara was strictly limited to royal classical court assemblies and forbidden in sufi or bhakti 

singing. 

III. The Kinnari Veena used a fingerboard fitted with frets fixed using beeswax over resonators made 

of dried gourds. 

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

(a) I only 

(b) II only 
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(c) I and III only 

(d) II and III only 

 

Q8. Consider the following pairs of architectural motifs and their defining structural 

placements: 

Architectural 

Motif 

Structural Position / Component 

I. Amalaka The ribbed, cogged stone disk capping the top of a Nagara temple Shikhara. 

II. Antarala The small antechamber or transitional passage linking the Mandapa and the 

Garbhagriha. 

III. Griva The structural neck component separating the temple tower from its crowning 

element. 

IV. Jagati The raised horizontal platform or plinth upon which the entire temple structure 

sits. 

How many of the above pairs are correctly matched? 

(a) Only one pair 

(b) Only two pairs 

(c) Only three pairs 

(d) All the four pairs 

 

Q9. Consider the following statements regarding the evolution of ancient Indian water-

management aesthetics: 

Statement I: The rock-cut reservoirs at Dholavira represent a purely functional engineering system 

devoid of any architectural styling or community recreational layout. 

Statement II: Harappan hydraulic structures were designed primarily to harvest storm-water runoffs 

and sustain urban centers during prolonged periods of drought. 

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements? 

(a) Both Statement I and Statement II are correct and Statement II explains Statement I 

(b) Both Statement I and Statement II are correct but Statement II does not explain Statement I 

(c) Statement II is correct but Statement I is incorrect 

(d) Neither Statement I nor Statement II is correct 

 

Q10. Consider the following structural elements of early medieval fort architectures in India: 

I. Fasil – The thick, curtain-wall fortification system that surrounded the inner citadel. 

II. Kangura – The crenellated battlements or loopholes along the top of fort walls used by archers. 

III. Burj – The projecting, heavy semicircular bastions built to mount artillery and provide crossfire 

vectors. 

How many of the above elements are correctly defined? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) All the three 

(d) None 
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Q11. Passage: 

One of the biggest ironies around water is that it comes from rivers and other wetlands. Yet it is seen 

as divorced from them. While water is used as a resource, public policy does not always grasp that it is 

a part of the natural ecosystem. Efforts at engineering water systems are thus efforts at augmenting 

water supply rather than strengthening the capacities of ecological systems.  

Which one of the following is the most logical and rational inference that can be made from the above 

passage?  

(a) Rivers and other wetlands should be protected under Ramsar Convention.  

(b) Engineering water systems should be modernized and further augmented.  

(c) Wetlands need to be reinforced as more than just open sources of water.  

(d) Water supply should not be free of cost so as to prevent its misuse or overuse.  

 

 

Q12. How many five-digit prime numbers can be obtained by using all the digits 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

without repetition of digits? 

(a) Zero 

(b) One 

(c) Nine 

(d) Ten 

 

Q13. Let p, q, r and s be natural numbers such that: p - 2016 = q + 2017 = r - 2018 = s + 2019  

Which one of the following is the largest natural number? 

(a) p 

(b) q 

(c) r 

(d) s 

 

Q14. Consider the following arrangement that has some missing letters: a b a b _ b _ b c b _ d c d 

c d e d _ d  

The missing letters which complete the arrangement are: 

(a) a, b, c, d 

(b) a, b, d, e 

(c) a, c, c, e 

(d) b, c, d, e 

 

Q15. Two Statements S1 and S2 are given below followed by a Question:  

S1: n is a prime number.  

S2: n leaves a remainder of 1 when divided by 4.  

Question: If n is a unique natural number between 10 and 20, then what is n?   

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the Statements and the Question?  

(a) S1 alone is sufficient to answer the Question.  

(b) S2 alone is sufficient to answer the Question.  

(c) S1 and S2 together are sufficient to answer the Question, but neither S1 alone nor S2 alone is 

sufficient to answer the Question.  

(d) S1 and S2 together are not sufficient to answer the Question.  
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