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1. With reference to the Indus Valley Civilization (IVC), which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 

1. The site of Dholavira is unique because it was divided into three distinct parts—a citadel, a 

middle town, and a lower town—unlike the typical two-tier division. 

2. Direct evidence of a massive tidal dockyard, proving advanced maritime trade, has been 

excavated at Kalibangan. 

3. The Pasupati Seal discovered at Mohenjo-daro depicts a deity surrounded by four animals: an 

elephant, a tiger, a rhinoceros, and a buffalo. 

Select the correct answer:  

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 1 and 3 only  

(c) 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

2. Consider the following pairs of ancient texts and their subject matter: 

Text 
Author / 

Association 
Core Subject Matter 

1. Sulvasutras Vedic Literature 
Geometry and measurements for constructing sacrificial 

altars 

2. Milinda Panha Buddhist Literature 
Dialogue on philosophical questions between King 

Menander and Nagasena 

3. Tolkaappiyam Sangam Literature A comprehensive treatise on Tamil grammar and poetics 

4. Mattavilasa 

Prahasana 
Mahendravarman I 

A satirical play mocking the eccentricities of Kapalika and 

Pasupata sects 

How many of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) Only three 

(d) All four 

 

3. With reference to the development of schools of Indian philosophy, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The Samkhya school, founded by Kapila, is considered the oldest and holds that liberation is 

achieved through real knowledge rather than rituals. 

2. The Vaisheshika school introduced the atomic theory, proposing that all material objects are 

made up of physical atoms. 

3. The Lokayata or Charvaka school was purely materialistic, rejecting the authority of the Vedas, 

life after death, and the existence of a soul. 

Which of the statements given above are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only  

(c) 1 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Q4. Consider the following dynasties that ruled parts of northern and central India after the 

decline of the Mauryan Empire: 

1. Shunga  

2. Kanva  

3. Satavahana  

4. Kushana  

Arrange the above dynasties in the correct chronological order of their rise to power: 

(a) 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 

(b) 2 – 1 – 4 – 3 

(c) 1 – 3 – 2 – 4 

(d) 4 – 1 – 2 – 3 

 

5. With reference to the administrative and economic terminology of the Gupta Empire, consider 

the following pairs: 

Term Contextual Meaning 

1. Uparika Provincial Governor appointed directly by the King 

2. Vishti Forced labor rendered to the state without payment 

3. Kshetra Uncultivable wasteland or barren land 

4. Pustapala Record-keepers responsible for maintaining land transactions 

How many of the pairs given above are correctly matched? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) Only three 

(d) All four 

 

6. Regarding the rock-cut architecture of Ellora Caves, which of the following statements is/are 

correct? 

1. The caves are a unique reflection of religious harmony, containing monuments dedicated to 

Buddhism, Hinduism, and Jainism. 

2. The monumental monolithic Kailashnath Temple (Cave 16) was excavated top-down out of a 

single rock cliff during the reign of the Rashtrakuta King Krishna I. 

3. The Jain caves at Ellora were the earliest to be excavated, dating back to the late Vakataka period. 

Select the correct answer:  

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

7. Consider the following administrative reforms introduced during the Delhi Sultanate: 

1. The creation of a separate agricultural department called Diwan-i-Amir-Kohi to bring 

uncultivated land under tillage. 

2. The introduction of the Dagh (branding of horses) and Chehra (descriptive roll of soldiers) 

systems to prevent military corruption. 
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3. The implementation of strict market control regulations fixing the prices of basic commodities, 

grain, and slaves in Delhi. 

Which of the reforms mentioned above were initiated by Sultan Alauddin Khalji?  

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only  

(c) 1 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

8. With reference to the history of the Vijayanagara Empire, consider the following statements 

regarding the Nayamkara system: 

1. The Amara-Nayakas were military commanders who were given territories (Amaram) by the 

Raya to govern and collect revenue. 

2. The Amara-Nayakas maintained a stipulated military contingent for the service of the king and 

had to pay a fixed annual financial tribute to the central treasury. 

3. The system was completely decentralized, and the Rayas had no authority to transfer these 

commanders from one territory to another. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 1 only  

(c) 2 and 3 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

9. Consider the following statements regarding the architectural and administrative legacy of the 

Sher Shah Suri (Suri Dynasty) period: 

1. He introduced the Rai system, which was a standardized schedule of crop rates used to calculate 

land revenue based on land productivity. 

2. The construction of the Purana Qila in Delhi was entirely initiated and completed by Sher Shah 

Suri after his victory over Humayun. 

3. He introduced the Rupiya, a silver coin weighing roughly 178 grains, which became a 

foundational precursor to modern currency systems in India. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

(a) 1 and 3 only  

(b) 3 only  

(c) 1 and 2 only  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

10. The ancient trade route ‘Uttarapatha’, which connected the northwestern frontiers of India 

to the Gangetic plains, ultimately terminated at which of the following major eastern port cities? 

(a) Taxila  

(b) Pataliputra  

(c) Tamralipti  

(d) Ujjain 
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11. ‘A’ started from his house and walked 20 m towards East, where his friend ‘B’ joined him. 

They together walked 10 m in the same direction. Then ‘A’ turned left while ‘B’ turned right and 

travelled 4 m followed by 8 m to his right to reach his office. ‘A’ turned right and travelled 12 m 

to reach his office. What is the shortest distance between the two offices? 

(a) 15 m 

(b) 18 m 

(c) 19 m 

(d) 20 m 

 

12. Sarita cuts a sheet of paper into three pieces. Length of first piece is equal to average of the 

three single digit, odd prime numbers. Length of the second piece is equal to that of the first 

plus one-third the length of the third. The third piece is as long as the other two pieces together. 

The length of the original sheet of paper is 

(a) 13 units 

(b) 15 units 

(c) 16 units 

(d) 30 units 

 

13. Consider two statements S1 and S2 followed by a question: 

S1 : p and q both are prime numbers. 

S2 : p + q is an odd integer. 

Question : Is pq an odd integer? 

Which one of the following is correct? 

(a) S1 alone is sufficient to answer the question 

(b) S2 alone is sufficient to answer the question 

(c) Both S1 and S2 taken together are not sufficient to answer the question 

(d) Both S1 and S2 are necessary to answer the question 

 

14. Each face of a cube can be painted in black or white colour. In how many different ways can 

the cube be painted? 

(a) 9 

(b) 10 

(c) 11 

(d) 12 

 

15. Passage  

The rural poor across the world, including India, have contributed little to human-induced climate 

change, yet they are on the frontline in coping with its effects. Farmers can no longer rely on historical 

averages for rainfall and temperature, and the more frequent and extreme weather events, such as 

droughts and floods, can spell disaster. Adherence to weather-based advisories and the impact of 

climate change on water supply. As many as two billion people worldwide depend on small-holder 

farmers for their food and livelihood. Small-holder farmers in India produce 41 percent of the 

country’s food grain, and other food items that contribute to local and national food security.  

 

Which is the most logical and rational corollary to the above passage? 

(a) Supporting small farmers in adaptation plans and investment is a major developmental strategy. 
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(b) Poor countries have little role to play in climate change. 

(c) Due to a large number of farmers’ households, India will not have food security problem in the 

foreseeable future. 

(d) Only small-holder farmers in India can ensure food security. 
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