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Q1. With reference to Priority Sector Lending (PSL) norms in India, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Domestic commercial banks are required to lend 40% of their Adjusted Net Bank Credit 

(ANBC) to the priority sector.  

2. Within the priority sector, a separate target of 18% is prescribed for lending to agriculture.  

3. Loans extended to Agri-clinics and Agri-business Centres are eligible to be classified under 

agricultural lending.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

 

Q2. With reference to Sugar beet, consider the following statements: 

1. Sugar beet is a sugar-producing root crop mainly grown in temperate regions.  

2. It can also be used as an energy crop for the production of ethanol, which may be blended with 

petrol.  

3. Tropical sugar beet requires a complete absence of sunlight during its growth period and is 

therefore grown only in closed and controlled environments.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: (a) 

 

Q3. A farming method involves growing crops in stacked layers or vertically inclined surfaces, 

often inside structures such as warehouses, buildings or specially designed indoor farms. It 

commonly uses controlled-environment agriculture techniques to regulate light, temperature, 

water and nutrients. 

Which one of the following concepts is described above? 

(a) Alley cropping 

(b) Vertical farming 

(c) Precision farming 

(d) Zero Budget Natural Farming 

 

Q4. With reference to transgenic crops, consider the following statements: 

1. India does not permit the commercial cultivation of any transgenic crop.  

2. Transgenic crops may contain new gene combinations that do not occur naturally through 

conventional breeding.  

3. Transgenic crops are inherently more toxic and always proliferate rapidly in the environment.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Q5. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Food Corporation of India was constituted on the recommendation of the L.K. Jha 

Committee.  

2. The Minimum Support Price of a crop is uniform throughout the country.  

3. Agricultural wage rate is not taken into account while determining the Minimum Support Price.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

Q6. Consider the following statements: 

Statement 1: Biofortification differs from food fortification mainly in the stage at which nutrient 

enrichment takes place. 

Statement 2: Biofortification improves the nutritional quality of crops during their growth stage 

through plant breeding, genetic improvement or agronomic practices, whereas food fortification 

usually involves adding nutrients during post-harvest processing. 

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements? 

(a) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are correct and Statement 2 is the correct explanation of 

Statement 1. 

(b) Both Statement 1 and Statement 2 are correct but Statement 2 is not the correct explanation of 

Statement 1. 

(c) Statement 1 is correct but Statement 2 is incorrect. 

(d) Statement 1 is incorrect but Statement 2 is correct. 

 

Q7. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Minimum Support Price of a crop may be either lower or higher than its prevailing market 

price.  

2. All foodgrain procurement operations in India are undertaken only by the Food Corporation of 

India.  

Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q8. With reference to the Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development 

Authority (APEDA), which of the following are included among its scheduled products? 

1. Fruits, vegetables and their products  

2. Dairy products  

3. Alcoholic beverages  

4. Herbal and medicinal plants  

5. Sugar products  

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 5 only 

(b) 1, 2, 4 and 5 only 
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(c) 1, 2, 3 and 5 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

Q9. With reference to buffer stock management of foodgrains in India, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Buffer stock refers to a reserve of foodgrains maintained to meet price fluctuations, shortages 

and unforeseen emergencies.  

2. At present, buffer stock norms for foodgrains in the Central Pool are prescribed for rice and 

wheat.  

3. The minimum buffer norms are fixed every year by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers 

Welfare.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Q10. With reference to the Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY), consider the following statements: 

1. It was launched to provide highly subsidised foodgrains to the poorest of the poor households.  

2. Households belonging to Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) are given priority for 

coverage under the scheme.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

Q11. A clock is set right at 8 a.m. The clock loses 10 minutes in 24 hours. What will be the true 

time when the clock indicates 1 p.m. on the following day? 

(a) 1:12 p.m. 

(b) 1:15 p.m. 

(c) 1:10 p.m. 

(d) 1:18 p.m. 

 

Q12. If the 15th of February 2012 was a Wednesday, what was the day on the 15th of February 

2024? 

(a) Tuesday 

(b) Wednesday 

(c) Thursday 

(d) Friday 
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Q13. In a class of 60 students where girls are twice that of boys, Kamal ranked seventeenth 

from the top. If there are 9 girls ahead of Kamal, how many boys are after him in rank? 

(a) 12 

(b) 7 

(c) 3 

(d) 13 

 

Q14. Seven persons A, B, C, D, E, F, and G are standing in a row. G is to the left of C but to the right 

of E. F is to the right of C but to the left of B. D is to the left of E but to the right of A. Who is 

standing in the exact middle? 

(a) E 

(b) G 

(c) C 

(d) D 

 

Q15. Passage 

"The modern evolutionary synthesis has established that natural selection is the primary mechanism 

of evolutionary change. However, it does not operate in a vacuum. The environmental constraints and 

the genetic architecture of an organism define the boundaries of what is possible. Evolution is not a 

process of perfection but of tinkering—improving upon existing structures rather than creating 

optimal ones from scratch." 

Which of the following is the most logical and critical inference from the passage? 

(a) Natural selection is capable of creating entirely new biological systems regardless of existing 

genetic constraints. 

(b) Evolution is limited by the biological history and environmental context of an organism. 

(c) Environmental constraints are more important than natural selection in driving evolutionary 

change. 

(d) Organisms in nature eventually reach a state of physical perfection through continuous tinkering. 
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