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Q1. With reference to the measurement of biodiversity, consider the following statements:
1. Alpha diversity refers to the diversity within a particular area or ecosystem.
2. Beta diversity measures the total regional species richness across a large landscape.
3. Gamma diversity represents the rate of change in species composition as one moves across
different habitats.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Q2. Consider the following regions:
1. Western Ghats
2. Indo-Burma Region
3. Eastern Himalayas
4. Nicobar Islands (Sundaland)
How many of the above are recognized as Global Biodiversity Hotspots that are either fully or
partially located in India?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four

Q3. Which of the following best describes the concept of an 'Ecotone’ and the associated 'Edge
Effect'?

(a) The maximum population size of a biological species that can be sustained in a specific environment,
given the food, habitat, and water available.

(b) A region where two or more diverse communities meet and integrate, often showing a higher
number of species than either of the surrounding communities.

(c) The process of gradual and predictable change in the species structure of a biological community
over time.

(d) A specialized habitat that contains only a single species due to extreme environmental stressors.

Q4. Consider the following greenhouse gases:
1. Methane
2. Nitrous Oxide
3. Sulphur Hexafluoride
4. Water Vapour
Which of the following is the correct decreasing order of these gases based on their Global
Warming Potential (GWP) over a 100-year horizon?
(a) 2-3-1-4
(b) 3-1-2-4
(c) 3-2-1-4
(d) 4-1-2-3
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Q5. Consider the following phenomena:
1. Melting of Arctic permafrost releasing methane.
2. Increased absorption of solar radiation by oceans due to sea-ice loss.
3. Higher rates of evaporation leading to increased cloud cover that reflects sunlight.
4. Forest dieback turning carbon sinks into carbon sources.
How many of the above are considered 'Positive Feedback Loops' in the context of climate
change?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four

Q6. In the context of ecosystem ecology, 'Net Primary Productivity' (NPP) is defined as:

(a) The total rate at which solar energy is captured by the producers through photosynthesis.

(b) The rate of energy storage in plant tissues that exceeds the rate of respiration by those plants.

(c) The amount of organic matter available for the next trophic level after accounting for the respiration
of all organisms in the food web.

(d) The total biomass of all living organisms present in an ecosystem at a given time.

Q7. Consider the following statements regarding the National Green Tribunal (NGT):
1. The NGT is bound by the procedure laid down under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.
2. It has the mandate to dispose of environmental cases within six months of their filing.
3. An appeal against an order of the NGT lies directly with the Supreme Court of India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2,and 3

Q8. How many of the following statements correctly distinguish between the Wildlife
(Protection) Act (WPA), 1972 and the Environment (Protection) Act (EPA), 19867
1. The WPA provides for the declaration of National Parks and Sanctuaries, whereas the EPA is the
legal basis for the 'Eco-Sensitive Zones' (ESZ).
2. The WPA lists species under various schedules for protection, while the EPA focuses on the
regulation of pollutants and hazardous substances.
3. Both Acts were originally part of the State List and were moved to the Concurrent List by the
42nd Amendment.
Select the correct option:
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None
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Q9. Regarding the Extended Bulk Waste Generator Responsibility (EBWGR) introduced in the
2026 Rules, an entity is classified as a 'Bulk Generator' if it meets which of the following criteria?
1. Generates more than 100 kg of waste per day.
2. Consumes more than 40,000 liters of water per day.
3. Possesses an area of more than 20,000 sq. m.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Q10. With reference to the 'Diamond Triangle' of Buddhist heritage in Odisha, consider the
following statements:
1. It comprises the three major sites of Ratnagiri, Lalitgiri, and Udayagiri.
2. The Ratnagiri site is geographically isolated, being surrounded by the Brahmani, Kimiria, and
Birupa rivers.
3. All three sites of the Diamond Triangle were associated with Hinayana Buddhism.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

Q11. Two clocks are set to the correct time at 10:00 AM on Monday. The first clock gains 2
minutes every hour, while the second clock loses 3 minutes every hour. What will be the true
time when the two clocks first show the same time again?

(a) 10:00 AM on Thursday

(b) 10:00 PM on Wednesday

(c) 10:00 AM on Sunday

(d) 10:00 PM on Saturday

Q12. If the 15th of February 2016 was a Monday, then what day of the week was the 15th of
February 1995?

(a) Wednesday

(b) Tuesday

(c) Thursday

(d) Monday

Q13.In a row of 60 students, where girls are twice that of boys, Kamal ranked 17th from the
top. If there are 9 girls ahead of Kamal, and Kamal is a boy, how many boys are after him in the
rank?

(a) 3

(b)7

(c)12

(d)13
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Q14. Seven persons P, Q, R, S, T, U, and V are standing in a queue based on their heights.

P is taller than only three persons.
S is taller than Q but shorter than R.
T is taller than V but shorter than P.
U is the tallest.

Ris shorter than P.

Who is the third shortest person in the group?

(a)R
(b)S
(@9Q
(dVv

Q15. Passage

The idea of meritocracy often suggests that success is purely the result of individual effort and
talent. However, this perspective tends to ignore the scaffolding of success—the social capital,
inherited wealth, and access to quality education that provide an uneven starting line. If we view
success solely as a personal achievement, we risk becoming indifferent to the structural
inequalities that prevent many talented individuals from reaching their potential. True fairness
requires not just rewarding the winner, but ensuring the race itself is fair.

Which of the following is the most logical and critical message conveyed by the passage?
(a) Meritocracy is a flawed concept because talent does not actually exist.

(b) Individual effort is secondary to social capital in achieving success.
(c) A truly fair society must address structural barriers rather than just rewarding outcomes.
(d) Inherited wealth is the primary determinant of success in modern economies.
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