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1. With reference to the religious history of India, consider the following statements regarding 

the 'Lokayata' school: 

I. It represents a departure from the Vedic tradition by asserting that the world is composed of four 

elements instead of five. 

II. It posits that consciousness is an emergent property resulting from the specific combination of 

material elements, much like the intoxicating power of fermented yeast. 

III. The school holds that 'Pratyaksha' (Perception) and 'Anumana' (Inference) are the only two valid 

sources of knowledge (Pramanas). 

How many of the above statements are correct? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) All the three 

(d) None 

 

2. Consider the following pairs of Ancient Literature and their themes: 

Text Nature/Theme 

I. Mattavilasa 

Prahasana 

A satirical play critiquing the degeneration of Kapalika and Buddhist sects. 

II. Gatha Saptashati A collection of Prakrit poems focused on the erotic and rural life of the 

Deccan. 

III. Tolkappiyam A didactic work focused primarily on the ethical conduct of the merchant 

class. 

IV. Milinda Panha A philosophical dialogue on the nature of 'Self' and 'Nirvana' between a 

Greco-Bactrian King and a Buddhist monk. 

How many of the above pairs are correctly matched? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) Only three 

(d) All the four 

 

3. In the context of the Bhakti movement in South India, consider the following statements: 

I. The Alvars and Nayanars initiated a protest against the caste system and the dominance of 

Brahmanas, yet they largely remained within the fold of the Vedic tradition. 

II. The 'Tevaram' is a collection of hymns composed by the first three Alvars, which later became the 

basis of the Dravida Veda. 
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III. Women like Andal and Karaikkal Ammaiyar challenged patriarchal norms by renouncing 

domesticity to pursue their devotion. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) I and II only 

(b) II and III only 

(c) I and III only 

(d) I, II and III 

 

4. Consider the following statements regarding the evolution of 'Sufism' in India: 

Statement I: The 'Suhrawardi' Silsila, unlike the 'Chishti' Silsila, believed that a Sufi should maintain 

close ties with the State and accept royal land grants (Jagirs). 

Statement II: The Suhrawardis argued that wealth was not necessarily an obstacle to spiritual life if 

used for charitable purposes and maintaining the dignity of the order. 

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements? 

(a) Both Statement I and Statement II are correct and Statement II explains Statement I 

(b) Both Statement I and Statement II are correct but Statement II does not explain Statement I 

(c) Statement I is correct but Statement II is incorrect 

(d) Statement I is incorrect but Statement II is correct 

 

5. With reference to the 'Sramanic' traditions of Ancient India, consider the following elements: 

I. Rejection of the authority of the Vedas 

II. Belief in the concept of 'Atman' as a permanent, unchanging entity 

III. Emphasis on individual effort (Purushartha) over divine grace 

IV. Practice of extreme asceticism as the only path to liberation 

How many of the above were common characteristics of both Early Jainism and Early Buddhism? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) Only three 

(d) All the four 

6. With reference to the 'Advaita Vedanta' philosophy of Shankaracharya, consider the following 

statements: 

I. Brahman is the only ultimate reality (Nirguna), and the world is an illusory appearance (Maya) 

caused by ignorance (Avidya). 
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II. The soul (Atman) is distinct from Brahman, and liberation (Mukti) is achieved through the complete 

merger of the soul into the divine after death. 

III. Knowledge (Jnana) is the primary means to attain liberation, as it removes the veil of ignorance. 

Which of the statements given above are incorrect? 

(a) I only 

(b) II only 

(c) III only 

(d) I and III 

7. Consider the following statements regarding the 'Sangam' Literature: 

I. The 'Akam' poetry deals with the internal world of emotions and love, characterized by the absence 

of specific historical names of heroes. 

II. The 'Puram' poetry focuses on the external world of war, bravery, and the exploits of kings, often 

identifying the patrons by name. 

III. The 'Silappadikaram' and 'Manimekalai' provide a detailed account of the social and economic 

conditions of the Kaveri delta during the early centuries of the Common Era. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) I and II only 

(b) II and III only 

(c) I and III only 

(d) I, II and III 

8. Consider the following statements regarding the 'Sutta Pitaka' of the Pali Canon: 

I. It is divided into five 'Nikayas' and contains the discourses of the Buddha. 

II. The 'Dhammapada', which contains the essence of Buddhist ethics, is part of the 'Khuddaka Nikaya'. 

III. The 'Therigatha', a collection of verses by senior nuns, provides insights into the early Buddhist 

perspective on women’s liberation. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) I and II only 

(b) II and III only 

(c) I and III only 

(d) I, II and III 

9. Consider the following pairs regarding ‘Bhakti’ literature: 

I. Sur Sagar: Composed in Braj Bhasha by Surdas, focusing on the Shringar rasa of Krishna’s life. 

II. Ramcharitmanas: Written in Awadhi by Tulsidas, presenting Rama as the ideal man (Maryada 

Purushottam). 
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III. Bijak: A compilation of Kabir’s verses, composed primarily in Sanskrit for temple recitation. 

IV. Kirtan Ghosha: Composed by Shankaradeva in classical Sanskrit for royal patronage. 

How many of the above pairs are correctly matched? 

(a) Only one 

(b) Only two 

(c) Only three 

(d) All the four 

10. Consider the following statements regarding the 'Yogachara' school of Buddhism: 

I. It is also known as 'Vijnanavada' because it asserts that the external world is a mere projection of 

consciousness. 

II. It introduced the concept of 'Alaya-vijnana' (Storehouse Consciousness) to explain the continuity of 

Karma across births. 

III. It fundamentally rejects the existence of the 'Middle Path,' arguing instead for an extreme form of 

subjective idealism. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  

(a) I only  

(b) I and II only  

(c) II and III only  

(d) I, II and III 

11. A sum of money becomes Rs. 13,310 in 3 years at compound interest (compounded 

annually). If the rate of interest is 11% per annum, find the principal. 

Options: 

(a) 9,000 

(b) 9,500 

(c) 9,720 

(d) 10,000 

12. The difference between compound interest and simple interest on a sum for 2 years at 10% 

per annum is Rs. 40. Find the principal. 

(a) 2000 

(b) 3000 

(c) 4000 

(d) 5000 

13. A sum doubles itself in 5 years at compound interest. In how many years will it become 8 

times? 

(a) 10 

(b) 15 

(c) 20 

(d) 25 
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14. A sum of Rs. 5000 is invested at compound interest. The interest for the second year is Rs. 

550. Find the rate of interest. 

(a) 8% 

(b) 10% 

(c) 11% 

(d) 12% 

15. Passage 

The current methods of food distribution are often blamed for wastage, but the problem is 

deeper. Land productivity is being adversely affected by the prevailing trends of food loss. 

Furthermore, reduction in the loss and wastage of food results in a significantly lesser carbon 

footprint. While post-harvest technologies are available, their penetration remains low due to 

infrastructure gaps. 

With reference to the above passage, consider the following statements: 

1. The current methods of food distribution are solely responsible for the loss and wastage of 

food. 

2. Land productivity is adversely affected by the prevailing trend of food loss and wastage. 

3. Reduction in the loss and wastage of food results in a lesser carbon footprint. 

How many of the statements given above are correct? 

a) Only one 

b) Only two 

c) All three 

d) None 
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