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1. Economy

1) Consider the following statements regarding the weakening of the Indian Rupee (INR) in recent times:
1. Asharper depreciation of the INR against the USD compared to many other emerging economies has
been observed.
2. The weakening of the INR is limited to the USD, with the currency showing resilience against the euro
and the pound.
3. Stagnant exports and high import bills for commodities like crude oil have contributed to the
widening of the Current Account Deficit (CAD).
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

e Statement 1is correct. The INR has lost over 3% of its value against the USD since January 2025, which is a
sharper decline than that of many other emerging economies. This indicates a significant and comparatively
weaker performance of the Indian currency.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. The depreciation of the INR is not limited to the USD. The INR has also weakened
against other major currencies like the euro and the pound, indicating a broader trend of depreciation rather
than an isolated issue with the dollar.

e Statement 3 is correct. The trade imbalance is a key cause of the rupee's weakness. Stagnant exports, due to
global protectionism, coupled with high import bills for essential commodities like crude oil and electronics,
have worsened the Current Account Deficit (CAD), putting downward pressure on the rupee. India's reliance
on imports for approximately 85% of its crude oil needs, which are priced in dollars, further exacerbates this
issue.

2) Which of the following are the potential positive impacts of Rupee depreciation?

1. Increased cost of foreign education and tourism.

2. Higher rupee value for remittances from NRIs.

3. Aboost to the price competitiveness of Indian goods in global markets.

4. Increased costs for Indian companies with unhedged external commercial borrowings.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1and 4 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c)1,2and 3 only

(d) 2,3 and 4 only

Solution: B

e Statement 1 is a negative impact of rupee depreciation. A weaker rupee means that one needs more rupees
to buy the same amount of foreign currency, making foreign services like education and tourism more
expensive for Indians.

e Statement 2 is a positive impact. Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) who send money home in foreign currencies
(like the US dollar) will get more rupees for their remittances. This can lead to an increase in remittance
inflows, which is beneficial for the Indian economy.

e Statement 3 is a positive impact. Depreciation makes Indian goods cheaper for foreign buyers. This improved
price competitiveness can lead to an increase in demand for Indian exports, which can help to boost the
export sector and improve the trade balance.

e Statement 4 is a negative impact. Indian companies that have borrowed in foreign currencies (like US dollars)
without hedging their exposure will find that their repayment costs in rupee terms increase as the rupee

depreciates. This can lead to corporate stress and financial difficulties for such firms.
@
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3) Consider the following statements regarding the challenges faced by the MSME sector in India, as identified
by RBI-appointed committees like the U.K. Sinha Committee:
1. Aprimary challenge is the lack of formalisation, leading to information asymmetry that makes it
difficult for financial institutions to assess creditworthiness.
2. Delayed payments from large buyers, both public and private, create severe working capital and
liquidity constraints for MSMEs.
3. MSMEs generally suffer from "economies of scale" due to their large-scale, capital-intensive
operations.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

e Statement 1 is correct. A large part of the MSME sector operates in the informal economy. These enterprises
often do not maintain proper books of accounts or have a digital footprint. This lack of formal documentation
creates 'information asymmetry', where lenders (banks) do not have reliable data to assess the financial
health and credit risk of the MSME. This makes them hesitant to lend, especially without collateral, thus
creating a major barrier to accessing formal finance. This has been a recurring theme in reports by the RBI and
expert committees.

e Statement 2 is correct. Delayed payments are a perennial and critical problem for MSMEs. As suppliers to
large corporations and government departments, they often face long delays in receiving payments for goods
and services delivered. This severely disrupts their cash flow, locks up their working capital, and hampers
their ability to take on new orders or even sustain operations. Despite legislative provisions like the MSMED
Act, 2006, which mandates penalties for delayed payments, MSMEs often hesitate to invoke them for fear of
losing business. The RBI has recognized this as a major challenge and has promoted platforms like TReDS
(Trade Receivables Discounting System) to address it.

e Statement 3 is incorrect. MSMEs suffer from a lack of economies of scale, or "diseconomies of scale," due to
their small-scale operations. Economies of scale refer to the cost advantages that enterprises obtain due to
their scale of operation, with cost per unit of output decreasing with increasing scale. Because MSMEs are
small and often use low levels of technology, they cannot produce on a large scale and thus cannot benefit
from these cost advantages. Their operations are typically labour-intensive, not capital-intensive.

4) Consider the following statements regarding New Economic Policy of 1991:
Statement-I: The New Economic Policy of 1991 marked a paradigm shift from a state-led, inward-looking
development strategy to a market-led, outward-looking one.
Statement-ll: Key components of this policy included the devaluation of the Rupee, reduction in import
tariffs, and the abolition of industrial licensing for a majority of industries.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(c) Statement-l is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect
(d) Statement-l is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: A

e Statement-l is correct. It accurately captures the ideological core of the 1991 reforms. The pre-1991 era was
dominated by the principles of central planning, a dominant public sector, and import-substitution (inward-
looking). The New Economic Policy (NEP) fundamentally altered this approach by placing greater reliance on
market forces, encouraging private sector participation, and integrating the Indian economy with the global
economy (outward-looking). This was a paradigm shift.
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e Statement-ll is correct. It lists some of the most critical policy measures undertaken as part of the NEP's
"Liberalisation" component. The Rupee was devalued to make Indian exports cheaper and imports more
expensive, thereby addressing the immediate balance of payments issue. Import tariffs, which were among
the highest in the world, were progressively reduced to expose domestic industry to competition and improve
efficiency. The abolition of industrial licensing for most industries dismantled the 'Licence Raj' and gave
significant freedom to private enterprises.

e Statement-Il provides the concrete policy examples that constitute the paradigm shift described in
Statement-I.

5) Consider the following statements about Global Systemically Important Banks (G-SIBs):
1. G-SIBs are identified solely by the Basel Committee on Banking Supervision.
2. G-SIBs are subject to higher capital and regulatory requirements than non-G-SIBs.
3. The framework for identifying G-SIBs applies to domestic banks as well.
How many of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: B

Global Systemically Important Banks (G-SIBs) are identified by the Financial Stability Board (FSB) in consultation
with the Basel Committee on Banking Supervision (BCBS), not solely by the BCBS, making Statement 1 incorrect.

These banks are considered "Too Big to Fail" and are subject to higher capital and regulatory requirements,
including additional Common Equity Tier 1 (CET1) capital buffers, to mitigate risks they pose to the global financial
system, making Statement 2 correct.

However, Statement 3 is incorrect because the G-SIB framework is applied to banks operating globally and is not
specific to domestic banks. Domestic banks in India are assessed under a different framework, the D-SIB

(Domestic Systemically Important Bank) framework, managed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

G-SIBs like JP Morgan Chase, HSBC, and BNP Paribas are assessed based on size, interconnectedness,
substitutability, and complexity.

6) Match the following industrial policies with their defining characteristics:

‘List-l (Policy/Act) HList-II (Defining Characteristic)

A. Industrial Policy 1. Introduced a three-schedule classification of industries and was guided by the
Resolution, 1948 Mahalanobis model of heavy industrialisation.

B. Industrial Policy 2. Abolished industrial licensing in most sectors and drastically reduced the role of
Resolution, 1956 the public sector, ushering in the LPG era.

C. New Industrial Policy, ||3. Laid the foundation for a mixed economy and classified industries into four
1991 categories, including a state monopoly in strategic areas.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) A-1, B-2, C-3
(b) A-3,B-1, C-2
(c) A-2,B-3,C-1
(d) A-3,B-2,C-1

Solution: B

A. Industrial Policy Resolution, 1948: This was the first industrial policy of independent India. It set the stage for a
'mixed economy' where both public and private sectors would coexist. It classified industries into four broad

ST
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categories: (i) exclusive state monopoly (strategic industries like atomic energy), (ii) state-led development where
private sector could supplement (key industries), (iii) private sector under government regulation, and (iv) purely
private and cooperative sector. This correctly matches with description 3.

B. Industrial Policy Resolution, 1956: This policy was a much more definitive step towards a socialist pattern of
society. It was heavily influenced by the Second Five-Year Plan and the Mahalanobis model, which prioritized
investment in heavy and capital goods industries. It famously classified industries into three schedules (A, B, and
C), significantly expanding the scope of the public sector and strengthening the licensing regime. This correctly
matches with description 1.

C. New Industrial Policy, 1991: This policy represented a paradigm shift. In response to a severe economic crisis,
it dismantled the control-based regime. Its main planks were the abolition of industrial licensing for almost all
industries, a drastic reduction in the number of industries reserved for the public sector, and opening up the
economy to foreign investment and technology. It is synonymous with the beginning of the Liberalisation,
Privatisation, and Globalisation (LPG) era in India. This correctly matches with description 2.

7) Consider the following statements regarding investment models:
Statement I: The Engineering, Procurement, and Construction (EPC) model places the entire financial and
operational risk during the project's lifecycle on the private contractor.
Statement Il: In the Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM), the government and the private entity share the
project cost, thereby mitigating the financial risk for the private developer compared to a traditional BOT
(Toll) model.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement | and Statement Il are correct.
(b) Both Statement | and Statement Il are incorrect.
(c) Statement | is correct but Statement Il is incorrect.
(d) Statement | is incorrect but Statement Il is correct.

Solution: D

e Statement | is incorrect. The EPC model is a procurement contract, not a long-term risk-sharing partnership.
In this model, the government bears the entire financial risk. The government funds the project completely.
The private contractor is paid a fixed, lump-sum amount to design and build the project. The contractor's risk
is largely limited to completing the construction on time and within budget. The long-term operational and
revenue risks remain with the government, which owns and operates the asset after construction.

e Statement Il is correct. The Hybrid Annuity Model (HAM) was designed specifically to rebalance the risk-
sharing matrix in highway projects. In a traditional BOT (Toll) model, the private developer bears the entire
financial burden and the traffic revenue risk. HAM mitigates this in two ways: first, the government pays 40%
of the project cost during the construction phase, reducing the developer's upfront capital requirement.
Second, the developer receives the remaining 60% as fixed annuity payments over the concession period,
insulating it from the uncertainty of toll collections (traffic risk). This sharing of financial risk makes such
projects more viable and attractive for private investors, especially in cases of uncertain traffic flow.

8) Which of the following was the most immediate trigger for the Balance of Payments crisis in India in 1991,
leading to major economic reforms?
(a) A sharp decline in agricultural output due to a severe drought.
(b) The collapse of the Soviet Union, which was a major trading partner.
(c) The Gulf War of 1990-91, which led to a spike in oil prices and a fall in remittances.
(d) The decision by the International Monetary Fund to stop all lending to India.

Solution: C

e (a)isincorrect. While poor agricultural performance can strain the economy, a severe drought was not the
primary immediate cause of the 1991 external crisis. The crisis was fundamentally rooted in the external
account.
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e (b)isincorrect. The collapse of the Soviet Union did impact India's trade, particularly rupee-denominated
trade, but this was a contributing factor that unfolded over time rather than the single, acute trigger that
precipitated the crisis in mid-1991.

e (c)is correct. The Gulf War (following Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in August 1990) acted as the immediate,
severe external shock that pushed the already vulnerable Indian economy over the edge. The crisis had three
direct and severe impacts:

o Spike in QOil Prices: Global oil prices surged, dramatically increasing India's import bill, as India was
heavily dependent on imported crude oil.

o Fallin Remittances: A large number of Indian expatriates working in the Gulf region had to return,
leading to a sudden stop in the flow of private remittances, which were a crucial source of foreign
exchange.

o Credit Crunch: The crisis heightened the risk perception of the Indian economy, leading to a
downgrade by credit rating agencies and making it extremely difficult to secure fresh international
loans. This combination led to a rapid depletion of India's foreign exchange reserves, which fell to a
level barely sufficient to cover a few weeks of imports, creating a sovereign default scare.

e (d)isincorrect. The IMF did not stop lending; on the contrary, India had to approach the IMF and the World
Bank for an emergency bailout loan to avert the crisis. The acceptance of the conditionalities attached to this
loan paved the way for the comprehensive economic reforms.

9) The term 'Disguised Unemployment' is most likely to be found in which of the following sectors of the Indian
economy?
(a) The IT and software services sector.
(b) The capital goods manufacturing sector.
(c) The agricultural sector.
(d) The banking and financial services sector.

Solution: C

e Disguised unemployment, or hidden unemployment, is a situation where more people are employed in an
activity than are actually required, such that their marginal productivity is zero or close to zero. If some of
these workers are withdrawn from the activity, the total output will not fall.

e Option (a) and (d) are incorrect. The IT, banking, and financial services sectors are part of the organised
services sector. They are characterized by high productivity, formal employment contracts, and a clear
relationship between the number of workers and output. The marginal productivity of an employee in these
sectors is significantly positive.

e Option (b) is incorrect. The capital goods manufacturing sector is also typically part of the organised sector,
requiring skilled labour and capital-intensive processes. While it can face cyclical unemployment, it is not
characterized by disguised unemployment.

e Option (c) is correct. The agricultural sector in India is the classic example of an economy with widespread
disguised unemployment. Due to a lack of alternative employment opportunities, entire families are often
engaged on a small plot of land. While everyone appears to be working, the work could be done by fewer
people without any loss in agricultural output. The contribution of the additional workers to production is
negligible. This is a major reason for the low per-capita productivity in Indian agriculture and underscores the
need for job creation in the manufacturing and services sectors to absorb this surplus labour.

10) With reference to the industrial policy regime in India before 1991, consider the following:
1. Industrial Licensing
2. Reservation of industries for the public sector
3. Quantitative restrictions on imports
4. Phased Manufacturing Programme (PMP)
How many of the above were key instruments of the 'Licence Raj' aimed at promoting Import Substitution
Industrialization (ISI)?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
www.insightsonindia.com 6 ‘.’

INSIGHTSIAS
RS S



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSIGHTS EDITORIALS QUIZ
(d) All four

Solution: D

e Industrial Licensing: This was the cornerstone of the system. Private firms were required to obtain a license
from the government to start a new unit, expand capacity, or diversify production. This gave the state
extensive control over the pattern of industrial investment.

e Reservation of industries for the public sector: A significant number of key industries, especially in heavy and
strategic sectors (like mining, energy, and steel), were exclusively reserved for Public Sector Undertakings
(PSUs). This was done to ensure state control over the "commanding heights" of the economy, a key tenet of
the Nehruvian socialist model.

¢ Quantitative restrictions on imports: The ISI policy aimed to protect domestic industries from foreign
competition to allow them to grow. This was achieved through high tariffs and, more importantly, strict
quantitative restrictions (quotas) on the import of foreign goods, especially consumer goods. This forced
domestic consumers and producers to rely on domestically produced items, regardless of quality or cost.

¢ Phased Manufacturing Programme (PMP): This was a specific policy tool under the ISI framework,
particularly in sectors like automobiles. Firms, including foreign collaborations, were required to progressively
increase the proportion of domestically sourced components in their final products over a specified period.
The goal was to foster backward linkages and develop a domestic ancillary industry, thereby reducing reliance
on imported parts and deepening the industrial base.

11) Consider the following statements regarding the objectives and strategies of India's early Five-Year Plans:
1. The First Five-Year Plan was fundamentally based on the Mahalanobis model, which prioritized the
development of a strong heavy industrial base.
2. The Second Five-Year Plan shifted focus to agricultural development, aiming to achieve self-
sufficiency in food grains and correct the industrial bias of the first plan.
3. The concept of "take-off stage" of the economy was associated with the Third Five-Year Plan, which
aimed to make India a 'self-reliant' and 'self-generating' economy.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: A

e Statement 1isincorrect. The First Five-Year Plan (1951-56) was primarily based on the Harrod-Domar model,
which emphasized the role of savings and investment in economic growth. Its main focus was on the
development of the agricultural sector to address the food crisis and inflation in the post-partition era. It
prioritized investments in irrigation, energy, and transport infrastructure to support agriculture. The
Mahalanobis model was the cornerstone of the Second Plan, not the first.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. The Second Five-Year Plan (1956-61), guided by the Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis
model, did the opposite of what the statement claims. It made a decisive shift towards rapid
industrialization, with a strong emphasis on the development of heavy and capital goods industries in the
public sector. The belief was that this strategy would build a strong foundation for long-term economic
growth, even if it meant a lower priority for agriculture in the short run.

e Statement 3 is correct. The Third Five-Year Plan (1961-66) was formulated with the ambitious belief that the
Indian economy had reached a "take-off stage," a concept popularized by economist W.W. Rostow. The
plan's primary objectives were to achieve self-reliance and establish a self-generating economy. It aimed for a
balanced approach, giving importance to both agriculture (to support exports and industry) and industry, but
was severely hampered by unforeseen events like the Sino-Indian War (1962) and the Indo-Pakistani War
(1965), along with a severe drought.

12) Consider the following statements regarding Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act, 2003:
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1. The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act, 2003, mandates the central
government to eliminate its revenue deficit.

2. The Act provides for an 'escape clause' that allows for deviation from the fiscal targets under specific
circumstances, such as a national calamity or a sharp decline in real output growth.

3. The recommendations of the N.K. Singh Committee on FRBM review suggested using the debt-to-GDP
ratio as the primary anchor for fiscal policy.

How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

Solution: C

e Statement 1 is correct. A key objective of the FRBM Act, 2003, was to instill fiscal discipline. It set targets for
the reduction of both the fiscal deficit and the revenue deficit. The original Act, and its subsequent
amendments, have consistently maintained the long-term goal of eliminating the revenue deficit. A revenue
deficit occurs when revenue expenditure exceeds revenue receipts, implying the government is borrowing to
finance its day-to-day consumption expenditure, which is considered fiscally imprudent.

e Statement 2 is correct. Recognizing that rigid fiscal targets might be counterproductive during severe
economic shocks, the FRBM Act was amended to include an 'escape clause'. This provision allows the
government to deviate from its fiscal consolidation roadmap on grounds of national security, war, national
calamity, collapse of agriculture, or a sharp decline in real output growth of at least three percentage points
below the average of the previous four quarters. This provides necessary flexibility in fiscal policy.

e Statement 3 is correct. The FRBM Review Committee, chaired by N.K. Singh, submitted its report in 2017 and
recommended a major shift in the fiscal policy framework. It suggested that the debt-to-GDP ratio should be
considered the primary anchor for fiscal policy, as debt sustainability is the ultimate objective. It
recommended a target of a combined debt-to-GDP ratio of 60% (40% for the Centre and 20% for the States)
to be achieved by 2023, while continuing with fiscal deficit as the operational target.

13) With reference to the Payments Regulatory Board (PRB) constituted by the Reserve Bank of India, consider
the following statements:
1. The PRBis a statutory body established under the provisions of the RBI Act, 1934.
2. The composition of the PRB includes nominees from the Central Government, a feature absent in its
predecessor, the Board for Regulation and Supervision of Payment and Settlement Systems (BPSS).
3. Decisions within the PRB are taken by consensus, and the Governor of the RBI does not hold a casting
vote.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: A

e Statement 1isincorrect. The Payments Regulatory Board (PRB) derives its authority from the Payment and
Settlement Systems (PSS) Act, 2007, not the RBI Act, 1934. The PSS Act is the primary legislation governing all
payment systems in India.

e Statement 2 is correct. A significant structural change introduced with the PRB is the inclusion of three
nominees from the Central Government. Its predecessor, the Board for Regulation and Supervision of
Payment and Settlement Systems (BPSS), was a committee of the RBI's Central Board and did not have
government nominees. This change is intended to foster better coordination between the central bank and
the government on digital payment policies.
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e Statement 3 is incorrect. Decisions in the PRB are made by a majority of votes of the members present and
voting. In the event of a tie, the Chairperson (the RBI Governor) or, in their absence, the Deputy Governor
presiding over the meeting, has a second or casting vote to break the deadlock.

14) What is the primary objective of the Central Value Added Tax (CENVAT)?
a) To replace service tax with a single indirect tax
b) To prevent double taxation and reduce cascading taxes
c) To incentivize foreign investments in India
d) To increase revenue collection for the central government

Solution: B

e The primary objective of the Central Value Added Tax (CENVAT) is to prevent double taxation and reduce
cascading taxes in the production and service supply chain.

e Cascading taxes occur when a tax is levied on top of another tax, increasing the overall cost of goods and
services.

e CENVAT achieves this by allowing manufacturers and service providers to claim tax credits for the excise duty
or service tax paid on inputs, input services, or capital goods used in the production process.

Implemented under the CENVAT Credit Rules, 2004, the system simplifies the taxation process, ensuring that tax
is levied only on the value addition at each stage. This not only lowers the tax burden on businesses but also
promotes competitiveness by enabling them to reinvest savings in innovation and production. By eliminating tax
redundancies, CENVAT also benefits consumers through lower prices, making it a critical component of India’s
pre-GST taxation framework.

15) Consider the following statements regarding the economic crisis of 1991 that precipitated the New Economic
Policy:
1. The crisis was primarily a result of the first Gulf War, which led to a sudden and unsustainable spike in
global oil prices.
2. Akey indicator of the crisis was the depletion of India's foreign exchange reserves to a level barely
sufficient to cover three months of essential imports.
3. The crisis was compounded by a high fiscal deficit, which was monetized through borrowing from the
RBI, leading to high inflation.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

e Statement 1is correct. The invasion of Kuwait by Iraq in 1990 (the first Gulf War) was a major proximate
cause. It led to a sharp increase in oil prices, which significantly increased India's import bill. Simultaneously, it
disrupted the flow of remittances from Indian workers in the Gulf region, a key source of foreign exchange.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. India's foreign exchange reserves in 1991 fell to a level that was sufficient to cover
only about two to three weeks of imports, not three months. The standard comfortable level for reserves is
generally considered to be three months of import cover.

e Statement 3 is correct. The crisis was not just external; it had deep internal roots. For years, the government
had been running a high fiscal deficit (expenditure exceeding revenue), which was often financed by
borrowing from the Reserve Bank of India. This practice, known as monetizing the deficit, led to a rapid
increase in the money supply and fueled high inflation, which reached double digits.

16) With reference to “Core Inflation” in India, consider the following statements:
1. It excludes food, beverages, and fuel from the Consumer Price Index basket.
2. It represents underlying inflationary trends by filtering out short-term volatility.
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3. Itis the direct target of RBI’s inflation targeting framework.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

e Core inflation reflects long-term price movements unaffected by volatile factors like food and fuel. Hence,
statements 1 and 2 are correct.

e However, statement 3 is incorrect — the RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) targets headline CPI
inflation (2%—6%), not core inflation. Despite this, core inflation is closely watched as it indicates persistent
inflationary pressures within the economy.

e In September 2025, even as headline inflation fell to 1.5%, core inflation remained elevated at 4.6%, showing
that structural price pressures—especially from housing, gold, and services—continue to challenge monetary
stability.

17) Consider the following statements regarding “Super-Core Inflation” in India:
1. It is a narrower measure of inflation that excludes food, fuel, and housing components.
2. It captures persistent demand-driven inflation in services sectors such as health and education.
3. Itis unaffected by global commodity price shocks.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

e Super-core inflation goes beyond core inflation by excluding even housing-related costs, thereby focusing on
the stickiest parts of inflation, primarily in services sectors like education, healthcare, and transport. Thus,
statements 1 and 2 are correct.

e Statement 3 is incorrect because although super-core inflation removes volatile items, global factors like
energy costs or imported inflation can still indirectly influence services through production and logistics costs.

e In September 2025, India’s super-core inflation rose from 3.3% to 3.9%, indicating that underlying demand
pressures persisted despite a sharp fall in food inflation.

18) Consider the following statements regarding the implications of low inflation for the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI):

1. A sustained fall in headline inflation below the target range allows the RBI to adopt a more
accommodative monetary policy.

2. Low inflation automatically ensures higher real interest rates in the economy.

3. Afallin inflation expectations can reduce borrowing costs and stimulate investment demand.
How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

Solution: B

Statement 1 — Correct:
A sustained fall in headline inflation (Consumer Price Index, CPI) below the RBI’s target range of 4 + 2 percent
provides space for the central bank to follow a more accommodative stance. When inflation
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risks are subdued, the RBI can lower policy rates (repo rate) or maintain liquidity to encourage borrowing and
investment without jeopardising price stability. This is consistent with the inflation-targeting mandate under the
RBI Act (amended 2016).

Statement 2 — Incorrect:
Low inflation does not automatically ensure higher real interest rates. Real interest rate = Nominal interest rate —
Inflation rate.
e |f the RBI simultaneously cuts nominal rates in response to low inflation, the real rate may remain
unchanged or even fall.
e Real rates depend on both nominal policy settings and inflation expectations, not on inflation alone.

Statement 3 — Correct:

When inflation expectations decline, lenders demand lower nominal returns and borrowers face reduced
borrowing costs. Lower expected inflation stabilises prices and enhances the real value of savings, thereby
stimulating investment and consumption demand. This relationship is central to monetary-policy transmission:
stable inflation expectations reduce uncertainty and encourage longer-term investments.

2. Ecology and Environment

1) Consider the following statements regarding the environmental impact of coal mining in India:
1. Opencast mining in regions like the Jharia coalfield leads to significant land degradation and alters the
local topography and drainage patterns.
2. Acid Mine Drainage (AMD), a process where pyrite-bearing rocks exposed during mining react with air
and water, results in the contamination of water bodies with highly alkaline pollutants.
3. The concentration of Respirable Suspended Particulate Matter (RSPM) in the ambient air of some of
the coal mining regions often exceeds the National Ambient Air Quality Standards.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

e Statement 1 is correct. Opencast (or surface) mining, which is the predominant method of coal extraction in
India, involves the removal of large amounts of overburden (soil and rock) to access the coal seams. This
process inherently leads to large-scale land degradation. It creates huge pits and dumps of overburden,
drastically altering the original topography. This can also disrupt and alter the natural drainage patterns of
the area, affecting stream flows and groundwater recharge. The Jharia coalfield in Jharkhand is a classic case
study where extensive opencast mining has caused severe land subsidence, mine fires, and widespread
environmental damage.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. Acid Mine Drainage (AMD) is a major environmental problem associated with coal
and metal mining. It occurs when sulfide minerals (especially pyrite, FeS2), which are common in coal seams
and surrounding rocks, are exposed to air and water. This triggers a chemical reaction that produces sulfuric
acid. The resulting drainage is therefore highly acidic (with a very low pH), not alkaline. This acidic water can
leach heavy metals from the rocks, leading to severe contamination of both surface and groundwater, making
it toxic to aquatic life and unfit for human use.

e Statement 3 is correct. Coal mining activities—including drilling, blasting, excavation, transportation, and
crushing—generate enormous quantities of dust. This dust contains fine particles that can remain suspended
in the atmosphere. Respirable Suspended Particulate Matter (RSPM or PM10) and even finer particles
(PM2.5) are major air pollutants in mining areas. Numerous studies and reports by bodies like the CPCB and
CAG have shown that the concentration of these particulates in the ambient air of major coalfields like
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Talcher and Singrauli frequently and significantly exceeds the prescribed National Ambient Air Quality
Standards, posing serious health risks to miners and local communities.

2) Which of the following statements is true regarding the "State of the Global Climate Report"?
a) It has been published by the WMO since 2016.
b) It does not include any updates for UN climate summits.
c) It is published bi-annually by the IPCC to track climate goals.
d) It is an annual report by the WMO providing updates on key climate indicators.

Solution: D

The "State of the Global Climate Report" is an annual publication by the World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) that provides updates on climate indicators, including temperature, greenhouse gases, sea level, and
extreme weather events. It complements the IPCC’s more comprehensive but less frequent Assessment Reports.

WMO has published this report annually since 1993, not 2016; however, preliminary findings are presented to the
COP each year since 2016. It provides updates relevant for the UN climate summits.

3) Consider the following statements regarding African elephants:
1. Both African Bush and Forest Elephants have two-finger-like processes at the trunk's tip.
2. African Forest Elephants are classified as Critically Endangered by the IUCN.
3. Both male and female African Forest Elephants have tusks.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: D

African elephants have two-finger-like projections at the tip of their trunks. The African Forest Elephant is
classified as Critically Endangered, and both males and females of this subspecies have tusks.

About African Elephants:
e (Classification:
o Largestland animals, native to Sub-Saharan Africa.
o Two subspecies: African Bush Elephant (Loxodonta africana) and African Forest Elephant
(Loxodonta cyclotis).
e Habitat:
o Found in savannas, forests, grasslands, arid regions, rainforests, and woodlands
like mopane and miombo.
e Physical features:
o Distinct two-finger-like processes at the trunk’s tip.
o Both males and females have tusks, with the forest elephant’s tusks being smaller and darker.
e Behavior and Reproduction:
o Live in family units led by adult females, with strong social bonds.
o Have the lowest sleep time among animals (~2 hours per day).
o Long gestation period of up to two years; calves are nurtured by mothers and allomothers.
e Conservation status:
o African Bush Elephant: Endangered (IUCN).
o African Forest Elephant: Critically Endangered (IUCN).
o Listed under CITES Appendix I.

4) Which of the following correctly describes the relationship between corals and zooxanthellae?
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a) Predation, where zooxanthellae feed on coral tissues.

b) Parasitism, where the zooxanthellae harm the coral.

¢) Mutualism, where both benefit.

d) Commensalism, where one benefits, and the other is unaffected.

Solution: C

Corals and zooxanthellae share a mutualistic relationship, where both organisms benefit. Zooxanthellae are
microscopic algae that reside within the tissues of coral polyps. Through photosynthesis, zooxanthellae produce
nutrients such as oxygen and glucose, which the corals use for their energy needs. This symbiotic relationship
allows corals to thrive in nutrient-poor marine environments, especially in tropical reef ecosystems.

In return, the corals provide the zooxanthellae with a protected environment within their tissues and access to
compounds like carbon dioxide and essential nutrients required for photosynthesis. This relationship is vital for
the coral's growth and the formation of calcium carbonate skeletons, which are essential for building coral reefs.

5) What is pathogen spillover in the context of pollinators?
a) A natural immunization process among wild pollinators
b) The transfer of pathogens from wild pollinators to plants
c) A phenomenon where pathogens are eradicated from ecosystems
d) The transmission of pathogens from managed honey bees to wild pollinators

Solution: D

Research found that pathogen spillover from managed honey bees to wild pollinators poses a serious threat, with
shared habitats facilitating disease transmission and endangering pollinator ecosystems.

Pathogen Spillover: Occurs when pathogens jump from one species (e.g., managed honeybees) to another (e.g.,
wild pollinators) due to shared habitats.

Pathogen Spillback: Happens when pathogens from wild species return to infect the original host species (e.g.,
managed honeybees), often in more virulent forms.

6) Consider the following statements about Guru Ghasidas-Tamor Pingla Tiger Reserve:
1. Itisthe first tiger reserve to be notified in Chhattisgarh.
2. It shares landscape connectivity with Sanjay Dubri, Bandhavgarh, and Palamau tiger reserves.
3. lts core habitat is larger than its buffer zone.
How many of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: A

e Statement 1is incorrect. Guru Ghasidas-Tamor Pingla is the fourth tiger reserve in Chhattisgarh, after
Udanti-Sitanadi, Achanakmar, and Indravati.

e Statement 2 is correct. It shares landscape connectivity with Sanjay Dubri (Madhya Pradesh),
Bandhavgarh (Madhya Pradesh), and Palamau (Jharkhand).

e Statement 3 is correct. The core habitat spans 2,049.2 sq. km, which is larger than the buffer zone of
780.15 sq. km.

About Guru Ghasidas-Tamor Pingla Tiger Reserve:
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e Location: Spread over 2,829.38 sq. km in Chhattisgarh, encompassing Guru Ghasidas National Park and
Tamor Pingla Wildlife Sanctuary.

e Core and Buffer: Core/critical habitat spans 2,049.2 sq. km, and the buffer covers 780.15 sq. km.

o This makes it the third largest tiger reserve in the country after Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam Tiger
Reserve in Andhra Pradesh and Manas Tiger Reserve in Assam.

e Landscape Connectivity: Links with Sanjay Dubri Tiger Reserve (Madhya Pradesh), Bandhavgarh (Madhya
Pradesh), and Palamau (Jharkhand).

e Terrain and Climate: Situated on the Chota Nagpur and Baghelkhand plateaus, characterized by dense
forests and tropical climate.

e Fauna: Tigers, leopards, wolves, sloth bears, hyenas, and various deer species.

¢ Significance: This will be the fourth Tiger Reserve in Chhattisgarh, after the Udanti-
Sitanadi, Achanakmar and Indravati Reserves.

7) Which of the following is the largest tiger reserve in India?
a) Guru Ghasidas-Tamor Pingla Tiger Reserve
b) Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve
c) Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam Tiger Reserve
d) Manas Tiger Reserve

Solution: C

The Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam Tiger Reserve in Andhra Pradesh is the largest tiger reserve in India, followed by
Manas in Assam. Guru Ghasidas-Tamor Pingla ranks as the third-largest tiger reserve.

8) Consider the following statements regarding the habitat and features of African Penguins:

1. They are exclusively found in freshwater ecosystems for breeding.

2. Their streamlined bodies help in swimming efficiently underwater.

3. They use large webbed feet for constructing burrows in sandy shores.

4. The black stripe and chest spots on their bodies are unique to each individual.
How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) All four

Solution: B

e Statement 1is incorrect. African Penguins are found in marine coastal habitats, not freshwater
ecosystems.

e Statement 2 is correct. Their streamlined bodies allow them to swim efficiently, reaching speeds of up to
20 km/h underwater.

e Statement 3 is incorrect. They do not use webbed feet to construct burrows; they utilize guano or
artificial nests.

e Statement 4 is correct. The black stripe and chest spots on their bodies are unique to each individual,
helping in identification.

About African Penguin:

e Scientific Name: Spheniscus demersus.

e Endemic Region: Southern Africa; primarily South Africa and Namibia.

e Habitat: Found within 40 km of the shore; utilizes coastal habitats for breeding, molting, and resting.

e Physical Features: Streamlined body, black stripe with unique black chest spots, pink glands above eyes
for temperature regulation.

e Diet: Primarily feeds on pelagic schooling fishlike sardines and anchovies.

e Breeding: Prefers burrows in guano but adapts well to artificial nests; burrows protect chicks from harsh
weather.
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e Conservation Status: Listed as Endangered under the IUCN Red List.
e Threats: Food scarcity, climate change, habitat loss, oil spills, predators, diseases, and human
disturbances.

9) Whatis the primary role of the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) in the notification process of a
tiger reserve?
a) Monitoring poaching activities in the area
b) Direct management of tiger habitats
c) Approval of financial resources for the reserve
d) Assessing ecological and conservation value of proposed areas

Solution: D

The NTCA primarily assesses the ecological and conservation value of proposed tiger reserves and grants
preliminary approval to state governments for their notification.

Procedure for Notification of Tiger Reserves in India:
¢ Identification of Area: The state government identifies a potential area based on ecological significance,
tiger population, and habitat quality.
e Recommendation by NTCA: The state government submits the proposal to the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA), which assesses the ecological and conservation value of the area.
e Approval by NTCA: If NTCA finds the proposal viable, it grants preliminary approval and advises the state
government to proceed.
e State Government Notification: The state government officially notifies the area as a tiger reserve under
Section 38V of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.
e Core and Buffer Zones: The area is divided into:
1. Core Zone: Critical habitat for tigers, with limited human activity.
2. Buffer Zone: Area surrounding the core to reduce human-tiger conflict.
e Final Approval: The state’s notification is submitted to the NTCA for final approval, completing the
process.
¢ Implementation: The state government, with NTCA’s technical and financial support, implements
conservation measures in the notified tiger reserve.

10) The doctrine of Public Trust, often invoked in Indian environmental law, implies that:
a) The State owns natural resources absolutely and can use them for profit.
b) The State holds natural resources in trust for public use and cannot alienate them arbitrarily.
c) Private individuals can claim ownership of common property resources.
d) Forests and rivers can be leased permanently to private entities.

Solution: B

The Public Trust Doctrine, adopted by the Indian judiciary, holds that the State is a trustee of natural resources
— such as air, water, and forests — for the benefit of present and future generations. The doctrine originated
from the lllinois Central Railroad case (1892) in the U.S. and was first applied in India in the M.C. Mehta v. Kamal
Nath (1997) case. It limits the State’s power to transfer or privatize common natural resources. In the Great
Nicobar context, it implies that the government cannot alienate forests or coastal areas purely for commercial
projects without safeguarding public ecological interests.

11) Consider the following statements regarding the IUCN World Heritage Outlook:
1. Itis a biennial report published by the IUCN in collaboration with UNESCO.
2. The assessment evaluates both natural and cultural World Heritage Sites.
3. One of its primary aims is to provide early warning signals for sites facing threats like climate change.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
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(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: A

e  Only the third statement is correct. The IUCN World Heritage Outlook serves as a crucial monitoring system,
aiming to identify and flag threats to natural heritage sites, thereby enabling pre-emptive conservation
actions.

e Statement 1is incorrect because the report is published every 3-5 years, not biennially. The editions of 2014,
2017, and 2020 confirm this multi-year cycle. While [IUCN works closely with the World Heritage Committee,
the publication is a primary initiative of the IUCN's World Heritage Programme and the World Commission
on Protected Areas (WCPA).

e Statement 2 is incorrect because the IUCN World Heritage Outlook specifically assesses the conservation
state of all natural and mixed World Heritage Sites. It does not cover sites designated purely for their cultural
significance; those are assessed through different mechanisms. This focus on natural heritage aligns with the
IUCN's core mandate of biodiversity conservation.

12) Consider the following statements regarding the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006:
1. Itrecognizes both individual and community forest rights, including habitat rights for Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs).
2. Before diversion of forest land for non-forest purposes, recognition and settlement of rights are
mandatory.
3. Gram Sabha consent is a procedural requirement but not legally binding.
4. The Act applies only to mainland India and not to Union Territories like the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four

Solution: B

e Statements 1 and 2 are correct. The Forest Rights Act, 2006 recognizes individual, community, and habitat
rights for forest dwellers, including PVTGs such as the Shompen in Nicobar. It mandates that before any
forest diversion, rights must be settled and Gram Sabha consent must be obtained.

e Statement 3 is incorrect because Gram Sabha consent is legally binding as affirmed by the Supreme Court in
the Niyamgiri judgment.

e Statement 4 is also incorrect. The FRA, 2006, applies to the entire territory of India where Scheduled Tribes
and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers reside, including Union Territories, provided the conditions for
recognition of rights are met. Its provisions are applicable in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

13) Which of the following correctly describes ‘Bio-cultural Rights’?
a) A UN treaty focusing on biopiracy and genetic resources.
b) Rights allowing genetic modification of biodiversity for economic purposes.
c) Rights exclusive to urban communities conserving local flora.
d) Rights recognizing the intrinsic connection between biodiversity and indigenous cultural practices.

Solution: D

Bio-cultural Rights acknowledge that indigenous and local communities maintain and protect ecosystems through
their cultural, spiritual, and traditional practices. This concept was first recognized by the Colombian
Constitutional Court (2016) in the Atrato River judgment, which affirmed that environmental degradation
violates both ecological and cultural rights.
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Bio-cultural rights go beyond environmental protection to secure the community’s right to self-governance and
stewardship of natural resources. They provide a model for India’s tribal forest governance under the Forest
Rights Act, especially relevant for Shompen and Nicobarese tribes in Great Nicobar.

14) Consider the following statements about Recirculating Aquaculture Systems (RAS):

1. RAS can be set up in regions without access to natural water sources.

2. It eliminates the need for monitoring water quality and filtration systems.

3. RAS ensures higher production rates compared to traditional aguaculture systems.
How many of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: A

Statement 1 is correct: RAS is ideal for areas without natural water sources, as it recycles water within a
controlled setup.

Statement 3 is correct: RAS enables higher production rates by optimizing environmental conditions for fish
growth.

Statement 2 is incorrect: RAS requires continuous monitoring of water quality and proper maintenance of
filtration systems.

About Recirculating Aquaculture Systems (RAS):
e Whatitis:
A tank-based farming system that recycles water through mechanical and biological filtration.
e How it works:
o Water is filtered to remove waste and pathogens.
o Provides controlled conditions for temperature, oxygen, and water cleanliness.
o Ensures biosecurity with reduced need for antibiotics.

Feature RAS

— Controlled environment for optimal fish growth.
Advantages — High biosecurity with minimal disease risk.

— Can be set up in areas without natural water sources.

— Higher production rates compared to traditional systems.

— Expensive initial investment and operational costs.
Limitations — Constant power supply needed; prone to power outages.

— Requires skilled management and maintenance of advanced systems.

15) Consider the following statements regarding Biofloc Technology (BFT):
1. It relies on heterotrophic bacteria to convert organic waste into microbial biomass.
2. It eliminates the need for aeration in aquaculture systems.
3. BFT heavily depends on antibiotics to maintain water quality.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
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(d) None

Solution: A

Statement 1 is correct: Heterotrophic bacteria in BFT convert organic waste into protein-rich microbial biomass
that fish consume.

Statement 2 is incorrect: Aeration is crucial in BFT to maintain optimal microbial activity and water oxygenation.
Statement 3 is incorrect: BFT reduces reliance on antibiotics, promoting a more natural and sustainable
aquaculture system.

About Biofloc Technology (BFT):
e  Whatitis:
A closed-tank aquaculture method using beneficial bacteria to convert organic waste into microbial
biomass for fish consumption.
How it works:
o Beneficial heterotrophic bacteria convert waste into biomass.
e Aeration and microbial activity maintain water quality.
e Reduces reliance on antibiotics and chemicals.

16) Consider the following statements regarding Salt Chimneys on the Dead Sea floor:
1. They are formed by the deposition of calcium carbonate due to freshwater mixing with Dead Sea
water.
2. These structures can grow several centimetres per day due to hypersaline brine flow.
3. Salt chimneys are completely stable and do not indicate geological risks.
Which of the above statements are correct?
(a) 2 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Solution: A

Statement 1 is incorrect because they are formed by halite crystallization, not calcium carbonate deposition.
Statement 2 is correct as the rapid upward flow of hypersaline brine leads to their fast growth.
Statement 3 is incorrect because salt chimneys are indicators of geological risks, including sinkhole formation.

Researchers from the Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research (UFZ) discovered unique salt chimneys on the
Dead Sea floor, a rare geological phenomenon formed by highly saline groundwater.

"

About Salt Chimneys:

e Formation: Created by the upward flow of hypersaline brine from aquifers, leading to the crystallization
of halite upon contact with Dead Sea water.

e Characteristics: Structures range from 1-7 meters in height with diameters of 2-3 meters. They grow
rapidly, up to several centimetres per day.

e Significance: Serve as early indicators of sinkhole risks, highlighting areas prone to karstification and
ground collapse.
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e Applications: Potential for autonomous mapping to predict regions at risk of sinkhole formation.

17) Consider the following statements about Ashtamudi Lake:

1. It is the largest lake in Kerala.

2. It connects to the Arabian Sea through the Neendakara estuary.

3. Itis designated a Ramsar Wetland of International Importance.
How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

Solution: B
Statement 1 is incorrect.

About Ashtamudi Lake:
e Location: Situated in Kollam district, Kerala; named for its eight interconnected arms (“Ashtamudi”).

Significance:
e Second-largest Lake in Kerala.
Designated as a Ramsar Wetland of International Importance in 2002
Major source of livelihood for local fishers.
Hydrology: Fed by the Kallada River, connects to the Arabian Sea through the Neendakara estuary.
Historical Importance: A key port city during the 14th century; noted in the travel records of Moroccan
explorer lbn Battuta.
e Biodiversity: Rich in mangrove species, including endangered ones like Syzygium
travancoricum and Calamus rotang.

18) Consider the following statements about the Ranthambore Tiger Reserve:

1. It is located at the confluence of the Satpura and Vindhya ranges.

2. Bengal tigers are the only large carnivores found in the reserve.

3. Marsh crocodiles are among the aquatic species inhabiting the water bodies of the reserve.
How many of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: B
Only Statement 3 is correct.

About Ranthambore Tiger Reserve (RTR):

e Location: Situated at the confluence of the Aravallis and Vindhyas, near Sawai Madhopur, Rajasthan.

e Area: Covers 1,411 sq. km, making it one of northern India’s largest tiger reserves.

e History: Former royal hunting grounds of Jaipur’s Maharajas; designated a Project Tiger Reserve in 1973.

e Geography: Includes steep rocky hills, Padam Talab, Raj Bagh Talab, rivers Chambal and Banas, and the
Great Boundary Fault.

e Flora: Tropical dry deciduous forests and thorny landscapes dominated by Dhok trees and grasslands.

e Fauna: Home to Bengal tigers, leopards, sloth bears, striped hyenas, marsh crocodiles, and over 250
bird species.

e Tourism Significance: A popular destination for wildlife enthusiasts, contributing significantly to local
livelihoods.
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19) Which of the following is a key ecological significance of the Thrissur-Ponnani Kole Wetlands?
a) Itis located in the Western Ghats Biosphere Reserve.
b) It provides 40% of Kerala’s fish requirement.
c) It prevents saline intrusion into the Arabian Sea.
d) It is a major stopover for birds along the Central Asian Flyway.

Solution: D

The wetlands are part of the Central Asian Flyway and serve as an important stopover for migratory bird
species.

About Thrissur-Ponnani Kole Wetlands:
e location: Spreads across Thrissur and Malappuram districts in Kerala, India.

Significance:

Provides 40% of Kerala’s rice requirement.

Acts as a natural drainage system for Thrissur city, Ponnani city, and surrounding districts.

Part of the Central Asian Flyway, supporting migratory bird species.

Boundaries: Lies between Chalakudy River (South) and Bharathappuzha River (North), extending

to Ponnani Taluk.

e Hydrological Network: Connects to Enamavu River, Canoli Canal, Chettuva River, and flows into
the Arabian Sea.

e Soil Fertility: Enriched by alluvium soil deposited by Kechery and Karuvannoor rivers during monsoons.

20) Space junk can lead to which of the following impacts on the atmosphere?
a) Accumulation of sulfur in the troposphere
b) Formation of polar ice caps
c) Promotion of polar vortex intensification
d) Alteration of atmospheric chemistry

Solution: D

Space junk releases metals and pollutants like aluminum, copper, and soot, altering atmospheric chemistry and
promoting cloud formation.

21) Consider the following statements about microplastics:
1. Primary microplastics are exclusively formed by the degradation of larger plastics.
2. Secondary microplastics are intentionally manufactured for industrial and cosmetic uses.
3. Microplastics are used in drug delivery systems due to their chemical absorption and release
capabilities.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: A

Statement 1 is incorrect: Primary microplastics are intentionally manufactured for specific applications, such as
in cosmetics (microbeads), industrial processes, or synthetic textiles. They are not formed by the degradation of
larger plastics. Secondary microplastics, on the other hand, result from the breakdown of larger plastics due to
environmental factors like sunlight, mechanical forces, and ocean waves.
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Statement 2 is incorrect: Secondary microplastics are not intentionally manufactured but are formed as a
byproduct of plastic degradation in the environment.

Statement 3 is correct: Microplastics are used in drug delivery systems due to their ability to absorb and release
chemicals in a controlled manner, making them valuable in medical and pharmaceutical applications. This
property is leveraged for targeted drug delivery, enhancing therapeutic outcomes.

22) Consider the following statements about the Asiatic Lion:
1. They are listed as "Vulnerable" on the IUCN Red List.
2. They are protected under Appendix | of CITES and Schedule | of the Wildlife Protection Act (India).
3. They historically ranged from southwest Asia to northern India.
How many of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: A

Statement 1 is incorrect: Asiatic Lions are listed as "Endangered" on the IUCN Red List, not "Vulnerable."
Statement 2 is correct: They are protected under Appendix | of CITES and Schedule | of the Wildlife Protection
Act, ensuring the highest conservation status.

Statement 3 is correct: Historically, Asiatic Lions ranged from southwest Asia to northern India.

About Asiatic Lion (Panthera leo persica):

e Distribution:
o Historically ranged from southwest Asia to northern India.
o Currently found only in Gir National Park and surrounding areas in Gujarat, India.

e Protection Status:
o IUCN Red List: Endangered
o CITES: Appendix |
o Wildlife Protection Act (India): Schedule |

e Physical Characteristics:
o Slightly smaller than African lions; males weigh 160-190 kg, females 110-120 kg.
o Distinct fold of skin along the belly, less developed mane, and visible ears in males.
o Furvaries from tawny to sandy-grey with a silvery sheen in some lights.
o Larger tail tuft and less inflated auditory bullae compared to African lions.

e Habitat and Behavior:
o Adapted to dry deciduous forests and savannas.
o Preys on deer, antelope, and livestock; scavenges on carrion.
o Coexists with humans in Gujarat through cultural tolerance and conservation measures.

23) The “Great Nicobar Island Development Project” aims primarily to:
a) Promote industrial manufacturing and agriculture in the Andaman Islands.
b) Establish a transshipment port and township for strategic maritime trade.
c) Expand fisheries and mangrove plantation under the Blue Economy Mission.
d) Develop offshore wind farms and hydrogen hubs in the Bay of Bengal.

Solution: B

The Great Nicobar Island Development Project seeks to establish a transshipment port at Galathea Bay, an
international airport, a power plant, and a township — intended to turn Great Nicobar into a strategic maritime
hub near the Malacca Strait. The project has both economic and defence objectives but has drawn criticism for
threatening 13,000 hectares of rainforest, turtle nesting beaches, and tribal habitats. Environmentalists argue
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that development should be balanced with ecological sustainability, participatory governance, and legal
safeguards under the Forest Rights Act and Environment Protection Act, 1986.

24) The 'Greenhouse Gas Emission Intensity (GEI) Target Rules, 2025' operationalize India's domestic carbon
market. In this context, which of the following statements is correct?

(a) The rules are based on a 'cap-and-trade' system where a total emission cap is set for each industrial
sector.
(b) The rules are based on an 'intensity-target' system where the focus is on emissions per unit of product
output.
(c) The rules mandate all industrial units, irrespective of size, to participate in the Carbon Credit Trading
Scheme.
(d) The carbon credits earned under this scheme can be freely traded on international carbon markets like
the EU ETS.

Solution: B

e Option (a) is incorrect. A 'cap-and-trade' system sets an absolute, economy-wide or sector-wide cap on total
emissions. The GEIl rules do not set such a cap. Instead, they focus on efficiency.

e Option (b) is correct. The framework is an 'intensity-target' system. It sets a target for the amount of
greenhouse gases that can be emitted per unit of production (e.g., tonnes of CO2e per tonne of cement). This
encourages efficiency and technological upgrades rather than capping total production. Companies become
more carbon-efficient as they grow.

e Option (c) is incorrect. The rules are being implemented in a phased manner, initially applying to only 282
specific large industrial units in four sectors. They do not apply to all industrial units, and MSMEs are currently
excluded.

e Option (d) is incorrect. The Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS) establishes a domestic carbon market. The
credits are for compliance within India. While frameworks for international trading exist under the Paris
Agreement (Article 6), the credits generated under this domestic scheme are not automatically and freely
tradable on other international markets like the European Union Emissions Trading System (EU ETS).

25) Consider the following statements regarding the National Camel Sustainability Initiative (NCSI):

Statement-I: The NCSI is a multi-ministerial mission that includes coordination between the Department
of Animal Husbandry, Ministry of Environment, and Ministry of Tourism.

Statement-Il: The initiative aims to leverage the cultural significance of camels, such as their role in
festivals like the Pushkar Fair, to boost eco-tourism and create alternative livelihoods for pastoral communities.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-|

(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|

(c) Statement-l is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect

(d) Statement-l is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: B

e Statement-l is correct. The NCSl is designed as a cross-sectoral, multi-ministerial platform. It explicitly
involves coordination among the Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (as the nodal body), the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, the Ministry of Rural Development, and the Ministry of
Tourism to ensure a holistic approach to camel conservation.

e Statement-ll is correct. A key pillar of the NCSl is to support pastoral livelihoods by developing camel-based
industries. This includes promoting eco-tourism by leveraging the deep cultural heritage associated with
camels in states like Rajasthan, symbolized by events like the Pushkar Camel Fair and the Desert Festival of
Jaisalmer.
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e While both statements are correct, Statement-Il is an example of one of the specific strategies being pursued
under the NCSI. It does not, however, explain the fundamental reason for the multi-ministerial structure
mentioned in Statement-I.

26) Consider the following statements about the “Forest Declaration Assessment 2025” report:
1. It was released under the Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration on Forests and Land Use adopted at COP26.
2. ltreported that global forest loss in 2024 was lower than the level required to meet the 2030 zero-
deforestation goal.
3. Agricultural expansion was identified as the major driver of forest loss worldwide.
How many of the above statements are incorrect?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: A

e The Forest Declaration Assessment 2025 tracks progress towards halting deforestation by 2030 as pledged in
the Glasgow Leaders’ Declaration (COP26 2021).

e The report revealed that about 8.1 million hectares of forests were lost in 2024 — 63% higher than the
trajectory needed to end deforestation, showing the world is off track, not ahead.

e [talso confirmed that agriculture (especially cattle, soy, and palm oil) accounts for the majority of forest
destruction. Therefore, statements 1 and 3 are correct, while 2 is incorrect.

27) Consider the following statements about India’s Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS):
1. Itis a mandatory cap-and-trade system with absolute limits on emissions across all sectors.
2. Itis administered by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) under the Ministry of Power.
3. It replaces the earlier Perform-Achieve-Trade (PAT) and Renewable Energy Certificate (REC)
mechanisms entirely.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: A

e Statement 2 is correct: the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), under the Ministry of Power, is the nodal
implementing agency for developing the Indian Carbon Market (ICM) through the Carbon Credit Trading
Scheme (CCTS) notified in 2023.

e Statement 1isincorrect because the scheme is not yet a full “cap-and-trade” system; it currently operates
through performance-based or project-based emission reductions, and sectoral emission caps will evolve
later.

e Statement 3 is incorrect: the CCTS does not replace PAT or REC but integrates their frameworks to create a
unified carbon credit market. India’s system is still in a formative stage — it lacks an independent regulator,
strong verification protocols, and absolute emission caps. These deficiencies create challenges for recognition
under the EU’s CBAM mechanism.
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3. Geography

1) The Barak River originates from which geographical feature?
a) Barail Range
b) Khasi Hills
c) Lushai Hills
d) Manipur Hills

Solution: D

About Barak River:
e Origin and Course:
o Risesinthe Manipur Hills, flows into Assam, and later enters Bangladesh as the Surma
and Kushiyara rivers.
o Joins the Meghna River, receiving the combined flow of the Ganga and Brahmaputra.
e Tributaries:
o Major tributaries include the Jiri, Dhaleswari, Singla, Longai, Sonai, and Katakhal.
e Drainage and Sub-basin:
o Covers a drainage area of 41,723 sq. km in India, about 1.38% of the country’s total geographical
area.
o Lies across Meghalaya, Manipur, Mizoram, Assam, Tripura, and Nagaland.
e Geographic Boundaries:
o Bounded by the Barail range to the north, the Lushai Hills to the east, and Bangladesh to the
south and west.

2) Panchachuli Mountain Range is located in which Himalayan region?
a) Dhauladhar Range
b) Pir Panjal Range
c) Kumaon Himalayas
d) Garhwal Himalayas

Solution: C

About Panchachuli Mountain Range:

e Group of Peaks: Comprises five snow-capped peaks, forming a part of the Kumaon
Himalayas in Uttarakhand, India.

e Altitude Range: Peaks rise from 6,334 m (20,781 ft) to 6,904 m (22,651 ft), with Panchchuli Il being the
tallest.

e Geographical Significance: Lies at the watershed between the Gori and Darmaganga valleys, near
Munsiyari, and on the Gori Ganga-Lassar Yankti divide.

e Cultural Legend: Named after the Pandavas’ “Five Chulis” (cooking hearths) from Indian mythology.

e  First Ascent: Panchchuli Il was first scaled by an Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) team led by Mahendra
Singh on May 26, 1973.

e Tourism Impact: Located 138 km from Pithoragarh, the peaks attract trekkers and pilgrims but face
environmental degradation due to human activities.

3) Consider the following statements about Landslides in India:
1. The Geological Survey of India (GSI) has identified nearly 25% of India’s land area as prone to
landslides.
2. The Northeast region, despite its smaller geographical area, accounts for a significant portion of the
total landslide hazard zone.
3. Both intense rainfall and seismic activity are major triggers for landslides in the Himalayan region.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
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(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

e Statement 1isincorrect. According to the Geological Survey of India (GSI), nearly 13% of India’s land area
(approximately 0.42 million sg. km), not 25%, is susceptible to landslides. This highlights the significant, yet
specific, geographical concentration of the hazard.

e Statement 2 is correct. The Northeast region accounts for 42% of the total landslide hazard zone in India.
This disproportionately high vulnerability is due to a combination of factors, including its fragile geology,
steep terrains, heavy monsoon precipitation, and often unregulated developmental activities.

e Statement 3 is correct. The Himalayan region, including areas like Darjeeling, is characterized by young,
unconsolidated rock formations. Intense monsoon rainfall saturates the soil, reducing its cohesion, while the
region's high seismic vulnerability due to tectonic activity further destabilizes slopes, making both
phenomena critical triggers for landslides.

4) Consider the following statements regarding the Great Nicobar Island:

1. Theisland is part of the Sundaland Biodiversity Hotspot.

2. It hosts one of the world’s largest nesting grounds for the Leatherback Turtle.

3. It lies within the high seismic zone due to proximity to the Andaman Trench.
How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

Solution: C

Great Nicobar lies within the Sundaland Biodiversity Hotspot, hosting unique flora and fauna, including the
endangered Leatherback Turtle, which nests at Galathea Bay. It also lies in a high seismic zone, affected severely
during the 2004 tsunami.

5) Consider the following statements about the Song River:

1. It originates in the Shivalik Hills.

2. It is a perennial tributary of the Ganga River.

3. It flows through Uttarakhand and serves as a seasonal feeder to the Ganga River system.
How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

Solution: A

The Song River is a seasonal river that originates in the Lesser Himalayas near Mussoorie, Uttarakhand, making
Statement 1 incorrect.

Unlike perennial rivers that flow throughout the year, the Song River relies heavily on monsoonal rainfall, which
classifies it as a seasonal river rather than a perennial one, making Statement 2 incorrect.

The river flows through Uttarakhand and acts as a seasonal feeder to the Ganga River system, contributing water
primarily during the monsoon season. This makes Statement 3 correct.

6) Consider the following statements about the Periyar River:
1. The Periyar River originates in the Sivagiri Hills and empties into the Arabian Sea.
@
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2. It powers the Idukki Dam, which is one of the largest hydroelectric projects in Kerala.

3. The Periyar River flows into the Bay of Bengal after passing through the Vembanad Lake.
How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

Solution: B

Statement 1 is correct: The Periyar River originates in the Sivagiri Hills of the Western Ghats. It flows through
various regions of Kerala, including Periyar National Park, and finally empties into the Arabian Sea.

Statement 2 is correct: The Periyar powers the Idukki Dam, which is among the largest hydroelectric projects in
Kerala. This dam, along with the Cheruthoni and Kulamavu dams, forms a reservoir system that provides
significant hydroelectricity to the state.

Statement 3 is incorrect: The Periyar River does not flow into the Bay of Bengal. Instead, it empties into the
Arabian Sea, making this statement factually inaccurate.

7) Consider the following statements about super volcanoes:

1. They form vast depressions in the Earth’s crust called calderas.

2. Super volcanoes are known for frequent, low-intensity eruptions.

3. Eruptions from super volcanoes can cause global climatic changes.
Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: A

e Statement 1is correct: Super volcanoes form calderas, large depressions in the Earth’s crust.

e Statement 2 is incorrect: Super volcanoes are characterized by ‘infrequent but catastrophic eruptions’, not
frequent, low-intensity ones.

e Statement 3 is correct: The vast amounts of material ejected during a super volcano eruption can lead to
global climatic changes, such as volcanic winters caused by ash blocking sunlight.

www.insightsonindia.com 26 "

INSIGHTS
SRR B e e

IAS
T



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSIGHTS EDITORIALS QUIZ
4. Government Schemes and Programmes

1) Consider the following statements regarding the ‘Ek Din Ek Ghanta Ek Saath’ initiative:
Statement I: The initiative is a nationwide voluntary cleanliness drive launched under the Swachhata Hi
Seva (SHS) campaign.
Statement Il: The Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA) is the sole nodal ministry for this
initiative.
Statement lll: The sole aim of the initiative is to promote sustainable, plastic-free practices and eliminate
garbage vulnerable points.
Which of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement Il and Statement Il are correct and both of them explain Statement |
(b) Both Statement Il and Statement Il are correct but only one of them explains Statement |
(c) Only one of the Statements Il and Il is correct and that explains Statement |
(d) Neither Statement Il nor Statement Ill is correct

Solution: D

e Statement | is correct. The ‘Ek Din Ek Ghanta Ek Saath’ initiative is a nationwide voluntary cleanliness drive
launched as part of the Swachhata Hi Seva (SHS) campaign, encouraging citizens to dedicate one hour of
shramdaan (voluntary labour).

e Statement Il is incorrect. The Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA) is not the sole nodal ministry. The
initiative is led by both the Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA) and the Department of Drinking
Water & Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti (MoJS). This joint leadership highlights the comprehensive
approach to sanitation and cleanliness, covering both urban and rural areas.

e Statement lll is incorrect. While promoting sustainable practices and eliminating garbage vulnerable points is
a key aim, it is not the sole or primary aim. The overarching goal is to strengthen the Swachh Bharat Mission
(SBM) through jan andolan (people’s movement), fostering a sense of collective responsibility for cleanliness
in public spaces. The other objectives are components of this broader aim.

2) Consider the following minerals:
1. Bentonite

2. Chromite
3. Sillimanite
4. Graphite

As per the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957, how many of the above are officially
designated as 'Major Minerals'?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) All four

Solution: C

The Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act, 1957 (MMDR Act) empowers the Central
Government to declare any mineral as a 'minor mineral'. All other minerals are, by default, 'major minerals', the
regulation of which falls under the purview of the Central Government.

1. Bentonite: This is an absorbent clay mineral. The Central Government has explicitly declared Bentonite as a
'Minor Mineral'. Its regulation and revenue collection are primarily handled by the state governments.

2. Chromite: This is the primary ore of chromium, a critical metal used in producing stainless steel and other
alloys. Chromite is classified as a 'Major Mineral'. Its strategic importance places its regulation under the central
government's authority.
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3. Sillimanite: This is an aluminosilicate mineral used in high-temperature refractories. Along with Kyanite and
Andalusite, Sillimanite is classified as a '"Major Mineral'.

4. Graphite: This is a crystalline form of carbon, used in lubricants, pencils, and as a refractory material. Graphite
is also classified as a 'Major Mineral'.

Therefore, Chromite, Sillimanite, and Graphite are major minerals, while Bentonite is a minor mineral.

3) With reference to the National Livestock Mission (NLM), consider the following statements:
1. Itis a centrally sponsored scheme, focusing exclusively on breed development of cattle and buffaloes.
2. The mission provides a 50% capital subsidy to entrepreneurs for establishing sheep, goat, and pig
breeding farms, but not for fodder processing units.
3. One of the sub-missions under NLM is 'Innovation and Extension', which includes provisions for
livestock insurance and promoting applied research.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: A

e Statement 1is incorrect. While the National Livestock Mission (NLM) was launched in the financial year 2014-
15, it is not focused exclusively on cattle and buffaloes. The realigned NLM (from 2021-22) specifically aims at
employment generation and entrepreneurship development in the small ruminant (sheep, goat), poultry,
and piggery sectors, as well as the fodder sector. Breed development for cattle and buffaloes is primarily
covered under the Rashtriya Gokul Mission.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. The entrepreneurship development component of NLM does provide a 50% capital
subsidy (up to a certain ceiling, e.g., 50 lakh) for establishing breeding farms for sheep, goats, and pigs.
However, the scheme's support is not limited to this. A key objective of the mission is to address the feed and
fodder deficit. Therefore, the scheme also provides the same 50% capital subsidy for setting up fodder value
addition units, such as for making silage, hay, or fodder blocks. Recently, support has also been extended to
horse, donkey, and camel breeding farms.

e Statement 3 is correct. The realigned NLM is structured into three sub-missions. One of these is the 'Sub-
mission on Innovation and Extension’. This sub-mission is designed to support the ecosystem around
livestock development. Its components include incentivizing institutes and universities for applied research in
priority areas, funding extension activities to disseminate knowledge to farmers, and promoting risk
management measures, which explicitly includes livestock insurance. This sub-mission plays a crucial role in
capacity building and technology transfer within the sector.

4) The amendment to the Companies Act in 2019 made a significant change regarding Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR). Which of the following statements correctly reflects this change?

(a) It made the CSR spending mandate voluntary for all companies to improve the ease of doing business.
(b) It decriminalised the non-compliance of CSR spending, replacing imprisonment with only monetary
penalties.
(c) It mandated that any unspent CSR funds must be transferred to a specified government fund, such as
the Prime Minister's National Relief Fund, within the same financial year.
(d) It introduced more stringent penal provisions for non-compliance, including potential imprisonment
for defaulting officers, and required the transfer of unspent funds to a special account.

Solution: D

Option (a) is incorrect. The 2019 amendment did the opposite; it strengthened the CSR mandate rather than
making it voluntary. The core requirement to spend 2% of average net profits remained firmly in place.
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Option (b) is incorrect. While the Companies (Amendment) Act, 2020, did decriminalise several minor, procedural
offences, the 2019 amendment specifically tightened the penalties for CSR non-compliance. It introduced stricter
measures, moving beyond a simple 'comply or explain' approach.

Option (c) is incorrect. The amendment did require the transfer of unspent funds, but it provided a mechanism
for companies to use the funds for their own multi-year CSR projects. The unspent amount related to an "ongoing
project" could be transferred to a special 'Unspent Corporate Social Responsibility Account' to be spent within
three financial years. Only if the funds remain unspent after this period, or if they were not allocated to an
ongoing project, must they be transferred to a fund specified in Schedule VI, like the PMNRF.

Option (d) is correct. The Companies (Amendment) Act, 2019, significantly strengthened the CSR provisions
under Section 135. It moved from a 'comply or explain' regime to a 'comply or pay penalty' regime. It stipulated
that if a company fails to spend its CSR amount, it must transfer the unspent amount to a special account called
the 'Unspent CSR Account' within 30 days of the end of the financial year, to be used within three years for its
ongoing CSR projects. Failure to do so would require transferring the amount to a government-specified fund.
Most importantly, the amendment introduced stringent penalties for non-compliance, including a fine on the
company and making every officer in default punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three
years or with a fine, or with both.

5) Consider the following statements about the 2019 amendment to CSR regulations in India:

1. Before 2019, companies could carry forward unspent CSR funds to the next fiscal year.

2. Post-2019, unspent CSR funds must be deposited in a government-specified fund if not utilized within

three years.

3. The amendment introduced provisions that restrict CSR spending to certain predefined sectors only.
How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

Solution: B

Statements 1 and 2 are correct. Before the 2019 amendment, companies could carry forward unspent CSR funds
to the next fiscal, allowing flexibility in CSR spending. The amendment, however, introduced stricter rules,
requiring unspent funds to be transferred to a Schedule VII fund by the fiscal year’s end and utilized within three
years; otherwise, they must be deposited into a government-specified fund.

Statement 3 is incorrect as the amendment does not restrict CSR activities to specific sectors but instead
encourages broader social, economic, and environmental contributions, as outlined in Schedule VII of the
Companies Act.

6) Consider the following statements about the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme:
1. The scheme is applicable only to foreign companies to attract FDI under the '‘Make in India' initiative.
2. Theincentive is provided as a percentage of the capital investment made by the company in setting
up new manufacturing facilities.
3. The scheme aims to make domestic manufacturing globally competitive and create manufacturing
champions in strategic sectors.
4. The scheme covers sectors ranging from electronics and pharmaceuticals to textiles and food
processing.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four
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Solution: B

e Statement 1isincorrect. The PLI scheme is not limited to foreign companies. It is open to both domestic and
foreign companies. The goal is to encourage manufacturing and investment in India, regardless of the origin
of the company, as long as they meet the scheme's criteria. It aims to create domestic champions as well as
attract global players.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. The incentive under the PLI scheme is not linked to capital investment. It is linked to
incremental sales of products manufactured in domestic units over a base year. This output-oriented
approach ensures that incentives are given only for increased production and sales, making it a more
performance-driven policy compared to earlier capital subsidy schemes.

e Statement 3 is correct. A primary objective of the PLI scheme is to overcome sectoral disabilities, achieve
economies of scale, and make Indian manufacturing globally competitive. By creating a conducive
manufacturing ecosystem, the government aims to nurture a few "global champions" in each approved sector
that can compete with the best in the world. This is a move away from protecting weak firms towards
promoting strong, efficient ones.

e Statement 4 is correct. The PLI scheme has been rolled out for 14 key sectors. This broad coverage reflects a
strategic decision to boost manufacturing across various industries that are critical for growth, employment,
and reducing import dependence. The sectors include mobile manufacturing, electronic components,
pharmaceuticals, medical devices, automobiles and auto components, specialty steel, textiles (man-made
fibres and technical textiles), and food products, among others.

7) With reference to the Companies (Amendment) Act, 2020, which of the following changes were introduced?
1. Decriminalisation of certain compoundable offences involving minor, procedural, or technical
defaults.
2. Empowering the central government to allow certain classes of public companies to list their
securities in foreign jurisdictions.
3. Making Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) spending a voluntary contribution for all companies.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Solution: A

e Statement 1 is correct. A major theme of the Companies (Amendment) Act, 2020, was the decriminalisation
of several offences under the Act. The objective was to reduce the burden on the criminal justice system and
special courts (NCLT) and to improve the ease of doing business. Minor, procedural, or technical lapses that
did not involve fraud or larger public interest were reclassified from criminal offences (punishable with
imprisonment) to civil wrongs, subject to monetary penalties through an in-house adjudication mechanism.
This included defaults like delays in filing annual returns.

e Statement 2 is correct. The 2020 amendment introduced a new provision enabling the central government to
make rules that would permit certain classes of Indian public companies to list their securities directly on
stock exchanges in permissible foreign jurisdictions. This was a significant move aimed at providing Indian
companies with access to a larger pool of global capital and a wider investor base, which was previously not
allowed.

e Statement 3 is incorrect. The 2020 amendment did not make CSR voluntary. The mandatory nature of CSR
spending, as strengthened by the 2019 amendment, was retained. The 2020 amendment made some
procedural changes but did not alter the fundamental legal obligation for eligible companies to spend on CSR
activities.

8) Consider the following statements regarding the Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme:
1. The scheme provides subsidies on capital investment for setting up new manufacturing units in
specified sectors.
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2. Itis designed to operate on the principle of import substitution by raising tariffs on imported goods in
the target sectors.

3. Theincentive is disbursed based on the incremental sales of goods manufactured in India over a base
year.

4. The scheme is exclusively for domestic companies to promote the vision of 'Atmanirbhar Bharat'.

How many of the above statements are incorrect?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) All four

Solution: C

e Statement 1is incorrect. The PLI scheme does not provide subsidies on capital investment (input-based
incentive). Instead, it is an output-oriented scheme. The financial incentive is calculated as a percentage of
the incremental sales of manufactured goods. This design encourages production and scale, rather than just
the initial capital expenditure.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. The PLI scheme represents a strategic shift away from the pre-1991 model of import
substitution that relied on high tariff walls for protection. The PLI scheme aims to make domestic
manufacturing globally competitive by creating economies of scale and encouraging efficiency. It is an export-
promotion oriented policy that seeks to integrate Indian manufacturing into global supply chains, not to
isolate it through protectionism.

e Statement 3 is correct. This statement accurately describes the core mechanism of the PLI scheme.
Companies are required to meet certain investment and production thresholds, and the incentive they
receive is directly linked to the increase in their sales of domestically manufactured products compared to a
pre-defined base year. This performance-based structure is a key feature of the scheme.

e Statement 4 is incorrect. The scheme is not exclusive to domestic companies. It is open to both domestic and
foreign companies that set up manufacturing facilities in India. The goal is to attract global manufacturing
giants to establish production bases in the country, bringing in capital, technology, and access to global
markets. This is crucial for integrating India into global value chains.

9) Consider the following pairs:

‘Scheme/PoIicy HPrimary Objective

Providing end-to-end support, including skill training and credit, to traditional

1. PM Vishwakarma Scheme .
artisans and craftspeople.

2. MSME Competitive (LEAN) ||Assisting MSMEs in implementing lean manufacturing tools to reduce waste and
Scheme improve productivity.

A single-window, online system for the classification and formal registration of
MSMEs.

How many of the above pairs are correctly matched?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

3. Udyam Registration Portal

Solution: C

Pair 1 is correctly matched. The PM Vishwakarma scheme was launched in 2023 with the specific objective of
providing holistic, end-to-end support to traditional artisans and craftspeople (Vishwakarmas) across 18 trades.
The support includes recognition through a certificate and ID card, skill upgradation, a toolkit incentive, collateral-
free credit support (up to X3 lakh), incentives for digital transactions, and marketing support. It aims to integrate
these artisans into the formal economy and value chains.
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Pair 2 is correctly matched. The MSME Competitive (LEAN) Scheme is part of the MSME Champions scheme. Its
primary objective is to improve the competitiveness of MSMEs by encouraging them to adopt 'Lean
Manufacturing' principles. These principles focus on systematically eliminating waste from the manufacturing
process, leading to improved productivity, quality, and cost-effectiveness. The scheme provides financial
assistance and expert guidance to MSMEs for implementing these tools.

Pair 3 is correctly matched. The Udyam Registration Portal was launched in July 2020 as a major reform for the
MSME sector. It replaced the earlier complex Udyog Aadhaar Memorandum (UAM) process. It is a completely
online, paperless, and free-of-cost registration process based on self-declaration. An enterprise that registers
receives a permanent registration number and an 'Udyam Registration Certificate'. This portal serves as the
primary single-window system for the identification and classification of MSMEs, making it easier for them to
access various government schemes and benefits.

10) Consider the following statements regarding the Sustainable Mountain Development Summit (SMDS):

1. Itis an annual summit organized by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

2. The summit provides a platform for the 'Mountain Legislators’ Meet' to facilitate policy dialogue.
Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c)Both 1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

Statement 1 is incorrect. The Sustainable Mountain Development Summit (SMDS) is organized by the Integrated
Mountain Initiative (IMI), which is a civil society-led network. It is not organized by the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, although government officials do participate in the summit.

Statement 2 is correct. A key feature of the SMDS is the ‘Mountain Legislators’ Meet’ (MLM). This provides a
unique platform for elected representatives from the IHR states to engage in policy dialogue, share experiences,
and collaborate on solutions for the sustainable development of their region.

11) Consider the following statements regarding PM E-DRIVE scheme:
1. The Government of India has launched the PM E-DRIVE scheme to promote the adoption of electric
vehicles.
2. The scheme provides subsidies for setting up public EV charging stations.
3. Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) is the designated Project Implementation Agency for the
scheme.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: C

e Statement 1is correct; the PM E-DRIVE scheme is a key government initiative aimed at accelerating the
adoption of electric vehicles in the country. A critical component of this strategy is addressing "range anxiety"
among potential EV users by ensuring the availability of charging infrastructure.

e Statement 2 is correct. A major thrust of the PM E-DRIVE scheme is to expand the network of public EV
charging stations. To this end, the scheme provides significant subsidies—up to 100% in some cases—for the
installation of charging infrastructure at various locations, including government premises, public transport
hubs, and highways.
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e Statement 3 is also correct. To ensure the effective and streamlined execution of this ambitious plan, the
government has designated Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL), a public sector undertaking, as the
Project Implementation Agency (PIA).

12) Which of the following committees recommended integrating the provisions of AFSPA into the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 1967?
a) Santosh Hegde Committee
b) Justice Verma Committee
c) Second Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC)
d) Justice B.P. Jeevan Reddy Committee

Solution: D

The Justice B.P. Jeevan Reddy Committee (2004) proposed incorporating AFSPA’s provisions into the UAPA,
1967, while recommending the repeal of AFSPA to balance security and human rights. Other committees made
different suggestions, including periodic reviews or addressing sexual violence cases under ordinary law.

13) Consider the following statements about Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan:
1. It focuses exclusively on employment generation in tribal regions.
2. The program aims to preserve tribal traditions alongside socio-economic development.
3. ltis a state-specific initiative limited to the Chotanagpur Plateau.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: A

The Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan is a comprehensive initiative aimed at improving the socio-
economic well-being of tribal communities across India.

Statement 1 is incorrect because while employment generation is an important focus, the program also
emphasizes education, healthcare, and overall well-being, ensuring a holistic approach to development.

Statement 2 is correct, as the initiative not only addresses socio-economic upliftment but also prioritizes the
preservation of tribal traditions and culture, recognizing their integral role in India’s heritage.

Statement 3 is incorrect because this program is a national campaign implemented across tribal regions in India,
not restricted to the Chotanagpur Plateau or any specific state.

14) Which of the following special powers are granted to the armed forces under the Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act, 1958 (AFSPA) in a "disturbed area"?
1. Tofire upon or use force, even to the extent of causing death, against persons violating prohibitory
orders.
2. To arrest without a warrant on suspicion of cognizable offences.
3. Tosearch premises without a warrant.
4. To conduct trials of arrested individuals in military courts.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only
(c) 3and 4 only
(d)1,2,3and 4

Solution: B
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e Statement 1 is correct. The AFSPA empowers the armed forces to fire upon or use force, even to the point of
causing death, against any person who is acting in contravention of any law or order for the time being in
force in the disturbed area prohibiting the assembly of five or more persons or the carrying of weapons.

e Statement 2 is correct. Armed forces personnel have the power to arrest without a warrant any person who
has committed a cognizable offence or against whom a reasonable suspicion exists that they have committed
or are about to commit a cognizable offence.

e Statement 3 is correct. The Act allows armed forces personnel to enter and search any premises without a
warrant to make an arrest or to recover any person believed to be wrongfully restrained or confined, or any
arms, ammunition or explosive substances.

e Statement 4 is incorrect. The AFSPA does not grant the power to conduct trials. The Act mandates that any
person arrested must be handed over to the officer in charge of the nearest police station at the earliest
opportunity, along with a report of the circumstances occasioning the arrest. The trial is then conducted
through the civilian judicial system.

15) Consider the following statements:
1. The Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) is a 100% centrally sponsored scheme that provides cash assistance
to pregnant women for delivery in government health facilities.
2. The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) makes it mandatory for all private and public hospitals
to be part of its digital health ecosystem.
3. The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) is a compulsory crop insurance scheme for all farmers
who avail institutional credit.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: A

e Statement 1is correct. The Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) is a 100% centrally sponsored scheme under the
National Health Mission. Its objective is to reduce maternal and infant mortality by promoting institutional
delivery. It provides a cash incentive to eligible pregnant women for delivering their babies in a government
or accredited private health facility.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) aims to create a seamless online
platform for the health ecosystem. However, participation in this digital ecosystem is voluntary for both
citizens and health facilities. While it encourages adoption to achieve universal health coverage, it does not
make it mandatory for hospitals to join.

e Statement 3 is incorrect. The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY) was initially launched with a
provision that made it compulsory for loanee farmers (those who take institutional credit). However, in 2020,
the scheme was revamped, and participation was made voluntary for all farmers, including those who have
taken loans.

16) With reference to 'Operation Golden Sweep', consider the following statements:
Statement I: The operation was an intelligence-led initiative by the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI) to dismantle a gold smuggling syndicate.
Statement Il: The modus operandi exclusively involved the use of airport staff to move contraband gold,
highlighting a significant insider threat in aviation infrastructure.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(c) Statement-l is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect
(d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-I| is correct
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Solution: C

e Statement | is correct. 'Operation Golden Sweep' was a strategic and intelligence-driven operation conducted
by the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), which falls under the Ministry of Finance. Its primary
objective was to target and disrupt organized gold smuggling networks operating in India, thereby
safeguarding the nation's economic interests and preventing the illicit flow of gold that undermines the
formal economy.

o Statement Il is incorrect. While the operation did reveal a nexus involving airport personnel, this was not the
exclusive method used. The primary modus operandi involved transit passengers, who acted as carriers by
concealing gold in wax capsules inside their bodies. These passengers would then pass the contraband to the
complicit airport staff within the secure zones. Therefore, the smuggling chain involved both external carriers
(transit passengers) and internal facilitators (airport staff), making the operation a complex multi-layered
bust.

17) Consider the following statements regarding India’s first hydrogen-powered train coach:

1. It was developed and tested by the Integral Coach Factory (ICF) in collaboration with the Research

Designs and Standards Organisation (RDSO).

2. It has been indigenously designed under the “Hydrogen for Heritage” initiative of Indian Railways.
Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: C

The first hydrogen-powered coach was successfully tested in July 2025 at the Integral Coach Factory (ICF),
Chennai, in collaboration with the Research Designs and Standards Organisation (RDSO). It forms part of the
Hydrogen for Heritage initiative that aims to deploy 35 such trains on non-electrified and heritage routes. The
coach uses a hydrogen fuel-cell system that converts the chemical energy of hydrogen and oxygen into electricity
to power the motors. The project showcases India’s indigenous engineering capability and represents a crucial
step toward achieving the Indian Railways’ net-zero carbon emissions target by 2030.

18) Which of the following best describes the "Labour & Employment Stack" proposed under the Shram Shakti
Niti 20257
a) A physical repository of all labour-related laws and regulations.
b) A three-tier institutional structure for policy implementation and monitoring.
c) A unified digital infrastructure integrating worker identities, enterprise databases, and social security
entitlements.
d) A financial fund dedicated to upskilling workers for green jobs.

Solution: C

The term "stack" in a policy context, particularly in the digital era, refers to a collection of technology-based
services and data that are layered to create a comprehensive system. The Labour & Employment Stack, as
envisioned in the Shram Shakti Niti 2025, is a unified digital backbone for labour governance. It is designed to
integrate disparate databases and systems, including worker identities (like Aadhaar and e-Shram), enterprise
information, and social security entitlements (like EPFO and ESIC). The objective is to create a seamless,
paperless, and portable system that allows for efficient delivery of services, better policy implementation, and
real-time monitoring. This digital infrastructure is central to the policy's goal of creating a modern, transparent,
and accessible labour ecosystem.

19) With regard to the ‘Start-Up & Stand-Up India’ initiative, consider the following statements:
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1. The initiative aims to promote entrepreneurship exclusively among women and Scheduled
Castes/Scheduled Tribes (SC/ST) communities.
2. Under the Stand-Up India scheme, bank loans are provided for setting up greenfield enterprises.
3. The Start-Up India initiative is implemented by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT).

How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

The ‘Start-Up India’ and ‘Stand-Up India’ initiatives are key pillars of the Indian government's efforts to foster a
culture of innovation and entrepreneurship.

e Statement 1is incorrect. While a significant proportion of the start-ups (around 40%) are led by women
or SC/ST entrepreneurs, the initiative is not exclusively for them. The 'Start-Up India' initiative is open to
all aspiring entrepreneurs. The 'Stand-Up India’' scheme, however, specifically facilitates bank loans for
setting up new enterprises by SC, ST, and women entrepreneurs.

e Statement 2 is correct. The Stand-Up India scheme facilitates bank loans between %10 lakh and X1 Crore
to at least one Scheduled Caste (SC) or Scheduled Tribe (ST) borrower and at least one woman borrower
per bank branch for setting up a greenfield enterprise. A greenfield enterprise, in this context, refers to
the first-time venture of the beneficiary in the manufacturing, services, or trading sector.

e Statement 3 is correct. The Start-Up India initiative is a flagship initiative of the Government of India,
intended to build a strong eco-system for nurturing innovation and Startups in the country. It is being
implemented by the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.

20) With respect to the National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP), consider the following statements:

1. Itis a static five-year plan outlining specific projects with pre-allocated budgetary resources from the
central government.

2. The implementation of NIP projects envisages a significant share of investment from the private
sector, in addition to the central and state governments.

3. The NIP is expected to be funded primarily through the proceeds generated from the National
Monetisation Pipeline (NMP).

How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: A

Statement 1 is incorrect. The NIP is not a static plan. It is a dynamic and forward-looking pipeline of
infrastructure projects. It is periodically updated to reflect changes in project status and the inclusion of new
projects. While it was initially for the five-year period of FY20-25, it is a living document. Also, it is not funded
solely by pre-allocated central budgetary resources; it is an outlook of projected investment from various
sources.

Statement 2 is correct. A key feature of the NIP is its emphasis on a collaborative investment model. The
projected investment of over X111 lakh crore is expected to be financed by different sources. The breakdown
envisages a significant role for the private sector. The expected share is Centre (39%), States (40%), and the
Private Sector (21%). This highlights the government's strategy of leveraging private capital and efficiency to
meet the country's vast infrastructure needs.

Statement 3 is incorrect. The National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) is a separate initiative focused on raising

resources by monetizing existing, operational public assets ("brownfield" assets). While the resources
@
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generated from the NMP are a crucial source of financing for creating new infrastructure ("greenfield"
assets), it is not the primary source of funding for the entire NIP. The NIP is funded through a combination of
budgetary allocations from the Centre and States, borrowings, and private sector investment. The NMP is one
of the innovative financing mechanisms to support this, not the main source.

21) Regarding the implementation structure of the Shram Shakti Niti 2025, consider the following statements:
1. The policy will be implemented through a centralized, single-tier structure managed directly by the
Prime Minister's Office.
2. It establishes a three-tier institutional structure involving National, State, and District Labour
Missions.
3. The performance of the policy will be tracked using an annual Labour & Employment Policy
Evaluation Index (LEPEI).
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

The Shram Shakti Niti 2025 is the draft National Labour & Employment Policy of India, released by the Ministry
of Labour & Employment for public consultation. It is a comprehensive strategic blueprint aimed at transforming
India's labour governance from a predominantly regulatory role to a facilitative, inclusive, and technology-driven
ecosystem, aligning with the vision of Viksit Bharat @ 2047.

e Statement 1 is incorrect. The policy emphasizes cooperative federalism and a decentralized approach. It
establishes a three-tier institutional structure, not a centralized one. This makes statement 2 correct, as the
structure involves National, State, and District Labour Missions to ensure effective implementation and
coordination at all levels of governance.

e Statement 3 is also correct. To ensure accountability and data-driven governance, the policy introduces the
Labour & Employment Policy Evaluation Index (LEPEI), an annual index to track the performance and
progress of policy implementation across states and districts.

22) Consider the following statements regarding Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI):

1. It was established under the Ministry of Power.

2. ltis responsible for implementing the National Solar Mission (NSM).

3. Its mandate was expanded to include the entire renewable energy sector.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: B

Statement 1 is incorrect. SECI was established in 2011 under the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
(MNRE), not the Ministry of Power.

Statement 2 is correct. SECI plays a critical role in implementing the National Solar Mission (NSM).
Statement 3 is correct. In 2015, SECI’s mandate was expanded to cover the entire renewable energy sector.

About Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI):
e Establishment: Founded on 20th September 2011 under the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
(MNRE).
e Purpose: Facilitates implementation of the National Solar Mission (NSM) and other renewable energy
targets.
@
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e CPSU for Renewables: The only Central Public Sector Undertaking (CPSU) dedicated to renewable
energy.

Mission objectives:

e Leadin large-scale solar installations, plants, and parks.

e Promote solar energy use in remote areas.

e Deploy new technologies to harness solar energy.

e Structure: Initially a not-for-profit Section-25 company under the Companies Act, 1956; later
restructured in 2015 into a Section-3 company under the Companies Act, 2013.

¢ Mandate expansion: Broadened to cover the entire renewable energy sector, including project
development and power trading.

e Power trading role: Trades solar power generated under MNRE schemes.

23) Consider the following statements regarding the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005:
1. The Act mandates that a Public Information Officer must provide the requested information within 60
days of the receipt of the request.
2. Section 4 of the Act requires public authorities to proactively disclose information, including details of
their budgets and expenditure, to the public.
3. The Central Information Commission is empowered to impose a penalty on Public Information Officer
(P10) for the unjustified denial or delay of information.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

e Statement 1isincorrect. The Right to Information (RTI) Act, 2005, stipulates a time-bound response
mechanism. A Public Information Officer (P10) is required to furnish the requested information within 30 days
of receiving the application. For matters concerning the life or liberty of a person, this timeline is drastically
reduced to 48 hours, highlighting the Act's sensitivity to urgent matters.

e Statement 2 is correct. Section 4 of the RTI Act is a cornerstone provision that mandates proactive disclosure
by public authorities. This section obligates government bodies to publish key information suo motu,
including their organisational structure, functions, powers, duties, and financial details like budgets and
expenditures. The objective is to promote transparency and reduce the need for citizens to file individual RTI
applications, thereby fostering an environment of open governance.

e Statement 3 is correct. Section 20 of the Act provides the "teeth" to the legislation by incorporating a
penalty provision. It empowers the Central and State Information Commissions to impose a fine on the PIO if
a request is refused without reasonable cause, information is furnished with malicious intent, or there is an
unreasonable delay. The penalty is levied at a rate of X250 per day of delay, subject to a maximum of
%25,000.

24) Consider the following statements regarding the National Action Plan for Drug Demand Reduction (NAPDDR):
1. Itisthe flagship scheme of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.
2. The scheme provides for the establishment of District De-Addiction Centres (DDACs) through eligible
non-governmental organizations.
3. Some specified categories of Beneficiaries undergoing treatment under NAPDDR are also eligible to
apply for skill development training under the PM-DAKSH programme.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None
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Solution: B

e Statement 1is incorrect. The National Action Plan for Drug Demand Reduction (NAPDDR) is a scheme
implemented by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, not the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare. It focuses on the social justice and rehabilitation aspects of drug abuse.

e Statement 2 is correct. A major component of the NAPDDR is to provide financial assistance to eligible
organizations, particularly NGOs, for setting up and running District De-Addiction Centres (DDACs) to provide
counseling, treatment, and rehabilitation services.

e Statement 3 is correct. The scheme has a provision for convergence with other government initiatives.
Beneficiaries of Integrated Rehabilitation Centres for Addicts (IRCAs) and Outreach and Drop-In Centres
(ODICs) under NAPDDR, who belong to specified categories (SCs, OBCs, EBCs, etc.), are eligible to apply for
skill development training under the PM-DAKSH (Pradhan Mantri Dakshta Aur Kushalta Sampann Hitgrahi)
Yojana, linking rehabilitation with economic empowerment.

25) Consider the following statements regarding the STARS Program (Strengthening Teaching-Learning and
Results for States):
1. Itis funded by the World Bank and managed by the Ministry of Education.
2. The Program is a part of the Samagra Shiksha scheme.
3. The program emphasizes skill-based education in schools.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: C

About STARS Program: (Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for States)

e lLaunch and Duration: Approved in October 2020, effective from 2021 for five years, till FY 2024-25.

e Supported by the World Bank, this scheme strengthens teaching, learning, and results for skill-based
education in schools.

e Implementation: Managed by the Department of School Education and Literacy under the Ministry of
Education, with financial assistance from the World Bank.

e Target States: Covers six states—Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
and Kerala—to enhance the quality of school education.

e Alignment with NEP 2020: Focuses on improving quality-based learning outcomes in line with the
objectives of the National Education Policy 2020.

e Scope: Carved out from Samagra Shiksha, emphasizing components directly linked to educational quality
enhancement.

26) Consider the following statements about the Commissioner of Railway Safety (CRS):

1. The CRS operates directly under the Ministry of Railways.

2. It primarily oversees operational efficiency and infrastructure expansion in the railways.

3. The CRS is headquartered in New Delhi, ensuring better coordination with other railway bodies.
How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

Solution: D

Statement 1 is incorrect: The CRS functions under the Ministry of Civil Aviation, not the Ministry of Railways, to
maintain autonomy in safety-related matters.
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Statement 2 is incorrect: The CRS’s primary responsibility is to ensure the safety of rail travel and operations, not

infrastructure or operational efficiency.
Statement 3 is incorrect: The CRS is headquartered in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, not New Delhi.

About Commissioner of Railway Safety (CRS):

e Role: Ensures the safety of rail travel and operations as outlined in the Railways Act, 1989.

o Responsibilities: Investigates train accidents and makes safety recommendations to the government.

e Reporting Structure: Under the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) to remain insulated from the Railway
Ministry’s influence.

o Leadership: Headed by the Chief Commissioner of Railway Safety, with headquarters in Lucknow, Uttar
Pradesh.

e Independence: Structured to avoid conflicts of interest within the railway establishment.

27) Consider the following statements regarding Operation Fire Trail:
1. Itisajoint operation led by the Ministry of Home Affairs and state police forces to curb the domestic
sale of illegal firecrackers.
2. The operation primarily targets the use of barium nitrate in indigenously manufactured firecrackers.
3. Itwas launched to enforce the Supreme Court's directives on green crackers and time-based bursting
restrictions during festivals.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: D

e Statement 1 isincorrect. Operation Fire Trail is not led by the Ministry of Home Affairs. It is a nationwide anti-
smuggling initiative implemented by the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), which operates under the
Ministry of Finance. Its focus is on the illegal import of firecrackers, not domestic sales.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. The operation's primary target is the illegal import of foreign-origin firecrackers,
particularly those from China. These are often smuggled in by being mis-declared as other goods (e.g.,
engineering goods). It is not focused on the chemical composition (like barium nitrate) of domestic
firecrackers.

e Statement 3 is incorrect. The operation's aim is to enforce trade and safety regulations, not Supreme Court
directives on pollution. It cracks down on violations of import norms set by the DGFT (Directorate General of
Foreign Trade) and safety/licensing norms under the Explosives Rules, 2008, which are overseen by PESO
(Petroleum and Explosives Safety Organisation).

28) Consider the following statements:
Statement-I: The expansion of the e-NAM platform aims to enhance price discovery for farmers.
Statement-ll: e-NAM functions by creating a unified national market for agricultural commodities,
connecting various APMC mandis.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
a) Both Statement-| and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-|
b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|
c) Statement-I is correct but Statement-lIl is incorrect
d) Statement-l is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: A
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e Statement-l accurately identifies a primary goal of the National Agriculture Market (e-NAM): to improve price
discovery for farmers. Price discovery is the process through which the market price for a commodity is
determined based on the interaction of buyers and sellers.

e Statement-Il explains the mechanism through which this is achieved. By being a pan-India electronic trading
portal that connects existing Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) mandis, e-NAM breaks down
geographical barriers and removes information asymmetry. It creates a larger pool of buyers for a farmer's
produce, leading to more competitive bidding and, consequently, a more transparent and fair price.

e Therefore, Statement-ll directly explains how e-NAM facilitates the objective mentioned in Statement-I. The
creation of a unified national market is the direct cause of enhanced price discovery.

29) The recent expansion of the e-NAM platform included several new commodities. Which of the following
categories do the newly added items like Lavender Oil, Mentha Qil, and Aswagandha Dry Roots primarily fall
into?

a) Cereal grains and millets

b) Horticultural and medicinal products
c) Plantation crops

d) Processed food items

Solution: B

e The newly added commaodities such as Green Tea, Tea, Aswagandha Dry Roots, Mustard Oil, Lavender Oil,
Mentha Oil, Virgin Olive Oil, Lavender Dried Flower, and Broken Rice are a diverse lot. However, items like
Aswagandha (a medicinal plant), Lavender (an aromatic plant used for oil and flowers), and Mentha (mint, for
oil) are clearly horticultural and medicinal products.

e The inclusion of these specific high-value oils and roots indicates a strategic move to diversify the platform
beyond traditional food grains and tap into the growing market for medicinal, aromatic, and wellness
products, thus boosting rural incomes in specialized farming sectors.

30) Consider the following statements about the Atmanirbhar Clean Plant Programme:

1. Itaimstoincrease horticulture yield and promote disease-free plant varieties.

2. It provides genetically modified seeds to farmers for higher productivity.

3. The programme is implemented under the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana.
Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1and 3 only

(c) 2and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

Solution: A

e Statement 1is correct: The programme aims to increase horticulture yield and promote disease-free and
climate-resilient plant varieties.

e Statement 2 is incorrect: The programme does not focus on genetically modified seeds but on advanced
diagnostic and tissue culture technologies for disease control.

e Statement 3 is incorrect: It is implemented under the Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture
(MIDH), not Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana.

About Atmanirbhar Clean Plant Programme:
e Origin: Announced in Budget 2023-24 with an allocation of 2,200 crore for seven years until 2030.
e  Ministry: Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.
o Atmanirbhar Clean Plant Programme is implemented under the Mission for Integrated
Development of Horticulture (MIDH).

o Increase horticulture yield.
o Promote climate-resilient and disease-free plant varieties.
. . . . @
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o Enhance productivity and profitability for farmers.
o Features:
o Establishment of 10 world-class Clean Plant Centres (CPCs) for fruits like apple, walnut, almond,
mango, and pomegranate.
The centres will be fully funded by the Centre
o Advanced diagnostic labs and tissue culture technologies for disease control.
Affordable access to high-quality planting material, including a robust certification and
traceability system.
o Active engagement with women farmers and region-specific technologies.
¢ Implementing Agency:
o Anchored by the National Horticulture Board (NHB) in partnership with the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR).
o Operates in Public-Private Partnership (PPP) mode with research organizations, agriculture
universities, and private sector partners.

5. Science and Technology

1) With reference to cancer prevention in India, consider the following statements:
1. HPV vaccination helps reduce cervical cancer risk.
2. Hepatitis B vaccination is included in India’s Universal Immunisation Programme.
3. Screening programmes for oral, breast, and cervical cancers are part of the National Programme for
Prevention and Control of Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and Stroke (NPCDCS).
How many of the above statements are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: C

e HPV vaccination prevents cervical cancer and is being scaled up in India, though rollout is uneven across
states.

e Hepatitis B vaccination was added to the Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP), which is crucial for
preventing liver cancer.

e Under NPCDCS, the government has prioritized population-based screening for three major cancers—oral,
breast, and cervical —due to their high prevalence and preventability.

e These measures demonstrate India’s shift toward preventive oncology.

2) What unique contribution did Satyendra Nath Bose make to quantum mechanics?
a) Introduction of the uncertainty principle
b) Discovery of the neutron
c) Formulation of Bose-Einstein Statistics
d) Development of the Schrodinger equation

Solution: C
Satyendra Nath Bose developed the Bose-Einstein Statistics by treating light as a photon gas and creating a new

method for counting photon states, which Albert Einstein later extended to atoms. This work laid the foundation
for quantum statistics, distinct from options (a), (b), and (d), which were contributions by other physicists.

His Work:
e Planck’s Law and Photon Gas:
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o Derived Planck’s law using a novel statistical method treating light as a photon gas.
o Developed new techniques for counting photon states, forming the basis of Bose-Einstein
statistics.
e Collaboration with Einstein:
o Sent his paper on radiation to Albert Einstein, who translated it into German and published it.
o Einstein extended Bose’s work to atoms, leading to the theory of Bose-Einstein condensates and
the ideal quantum gas.
e Bosons:
o Bose-Einstein statistics apply to particles with integer spins, named bosons (by Paul Dirac) in his
honor.
o Bosons do not obey the Pauli Exclusion Principle.
e Bose-Einstein Condensates (BECs):
o Predicted a new state of matter where bosons condense into the lowest quantum state at near
absolute zero temperatures.
o Experimentally confirmed in 1995 using rubidium and sodium atoms, earning a Nobel Prize
for Eric Cornell, Carl Wieman, and Wolfgang Ketterle in 2001.

3) Consider the following statements about India’s first hypersonic missile:

1. It has a maximum range of 500 km, suitable for short-range missions.

2. It cannot carry nuclear warheads due to treaty restrictions.

3. The missile is primarily designed for exclusive naval use against enemy warships.
How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

Solution: D

Statement 1 is incorrect: The missile has a long range of over 1,500 km, making it suitable for deep-strike
missions.

Statement 2 is incorrect: The missile has a multi-payload capacity, enabling it to carry both conventional and
nuclear warheads.

Statement 3 is incorrect: While it has a naval version, the missile is designed for multi-domain use, including
land, air, and naval platforms.

About India’s First Hypersonic Missile:
e Features
e Mach 6 Speed: Travels six times the speed of sound, reducing enemy reaction time.
e Long Range: Covers over 1,500 km for deep-strike missions.
e Mid-Flight Manoeuvrability: Combines ballistic missile speed with cruise missile agility to evade defences.
e Multi-Payload Capacity: Can carry conventional or nuclear warheads.
e Advanced Tracking: Precision targeting ensured by cutting-edge multi-domain monitoring systems.
¢ Indigenous Design: Fully developed by DRDO, showcasing India’s self-reliance in advanced defence
technology.
e Capabilities:
o Strategic Deterrence: Enhances defence readiness and border security.
o Multi-Domain Use: Adaptable for land, air, and naval platforms, including ship-targeting.
o Defence Evasion: Overcomes modern missile defence systems with speed and agility.
o Precision Strikes; Pinpoint targeting of critical enemy assets with minimal collateral damage.
e Applications: Multiple uses across Army, Navy, and Air Force; naval version aimed at destroying enemy
warships with precision at long ranges.
e Developmental Background: Builds upon the Hypersonic Technology Demonstrator Vehicle (HSTDV)
project initiated in 2019.
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e Global Context: Positions India alongside major military powers like China, Russia, and the US in
hypersonic weapon technology.

4) Consider the following statements regarding the significance of 'Soilification Technology':
1. Itcan helpin controlling desertification by restoring soil fertility in arid regions.
2. It can enhance food security by enabling the cultivation of staple crops in previously barren areas.
3. ltis a water-intensive technology that increases the dependence on groundwater resources.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

e Statement 1 is correct. By converting barren desert land into cultivable farmland, soilification technology can
play a crucial role in controlling desertification. It can help prevent the expansion of the Thar desert towards
the National Capital Region (NCR) by restoring soil fertility and creating a green cover.

e Statement 2 is correct. The successful cultivation of staple crops like wheat and millet in arid belts using this
technology demonstrates its potential to enhance food security. By making previously unproductive land
cultivable, it can increase agricultural output and provide a source of food and livelihood in water-scarce
regions.

e Statement 3 is incorrect. Soilification technology is water-efficient, not water-intensive. It reduced irrigation
cycles (3—4 cycles compared to 5—6 in normal farming) and creates a binding effect in the soil that improves
water retention. This minimizes the use of groundwater, which is a critical advantage in arid regions like
Rajasthan.

5) Consider the following statements about Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs):
1. ICBMs are exclusively designed for nuclear warhead delivery.
2. India’s Agni V is a solid-fuelled ICBM with a range of 7,000—-10,000 km.
3. Agni VI will be India’s first ICBM to feature MIRV capability (Multiple Independently Targetable Re-
entry Vehicles).
How many of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: A

Statement 1 is incorrect. While ICBMs are primarily designed for nuclear warhead delivery, they can also carry
conventional warheads.

Statement 2 is correct. Agni V is a solid-fuelled missile with an estimated range of 7,000—10,000 km.
Statement 3 is correct. Agni VI, which is under development, will feature MIRV capability, enhancing India’s
deterrence capacity.

About Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM):

e Definition: Long-range ballistic missile primarily designed for delivering nuclear weapons.

e Range: Over 5,500 km, maximum ranges between 7,000 and 16,000 km.

e Speed: Exceeds 20,000 km/h.

e Countries with ICBMs: Russia, United States, China, France, India, United Kingdom, Israel, North Korea.
India’s ICBMs:

e Agni V: Solid-fuelled missile with a range of 7,000-10,000 km.

e Agni VI: Upcoming iteration with MIRV capability (Multiple Independently Targetable Re-entry Vehicles).
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6) Which one of the following best describes the concept of “Disability-Adjusted Life Years (DALYs)” often used
in public health research?
a) It represents the number of deaths averted through public health interventions.
b) It indicates only the economic cost of diseases to society.
c) It denotes the years of life gained due to medical innovations.
d) It measures the overall health loss by combining premature mortality and disability burden.

Solution: D

e Disability-Adjusted Life Years (DALYs) are a composite measure of disease burden that combines Years of
Life Lost (YLL) due to premature death and Years Lived with Disability (YLD). One DALY represents one lost
year of “healthy life.” It is used in the Global Burden of Disease framework to compare different diseases and
risk factors across populations.

e This measure captures both fatal and non-fatal health outcomes and helps governments allocate resources
more effectively.

e For India, DALY estimates highlight that NCDs — especially cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, cancers, and
COPD — contribute more than half of total health loss, underscoring the need for preventive action.

7) Which of the following statements about the centrifugal process for uranium enrichment is correct?
a) Highly enriched uranium (HEU) produced through this process is exclusively used for nuclear reactors.
b) The process increases the concentration of the isotope U-238.
c) It enriches uranium by using high temperatures to separate isotopes.
d) The process involves spinning uranium gas at high speeds to increase U-235 concentration.

Solution: D

About Centrifugal Process:

e Definition: Centrifuges spin uranium gas at high speeds to enrich uranium by increasing the
concentration of the fissile isotope U-235.

e Uses: Low-enriched uranium (LEU) is used for nuclear reactors, while highly enriched uranium (HEU) can
be used for nuclear weapons.

e Efficiency: Advanced centrifuges enrich uranium faster and require fewer machines compared to older
designs.

e QOrigins: Iran’s centrifuge program began in the 1980s using designs and components acquired from A.Q.
Khan's proliferation network.

e International Concerns: The process raises fears of nuclear weapons development due to its dual-use
nature.

8) Consider the following statements regarding uranium enrichment:
1. Natural uranium contains a higher percentage of U-235 than U-238.
2. Low-enriched uranium (LEU) is enriched to 3-5% U-235 concentration, suitable for nuclear reactors.
3. The process of uranium enrichment produces plutonium-239 as a byproduct.
How many of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: B

Natural uranium contains 0.7% U-235 and 99.3% U-238, making statement 1 incorrect.
Low-enriched uranium (LEU) is enriched to 3-5% U-235 for use in nuclear reactors, making statement 2 correct.
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Uranium enrichment does not produce plutonium-239; plutonium is produced in reactors through neutron
absorption in U-238, making statement 3 incorrect.

9) What is the primary cause of High-Altitude Sickness?
a) Rapid cooling of body temperature due to high winds
b) Excessive hydration at high altitudes
c) Reduced oxygen levels in the air at high elevations
d) Increased atmospheric pressure at higher altitudes

Solution: C

High-Altitude Sickness occurs due to reduced oxygen availability at elevations above 8,000 feet, leading to
hypoxia in body tissues. Atmospheric pressure decreases with altitude, but excessive hydration or cooling is not
the primary cause of the condition.

What is High-Altitude Sickness?
e Definition: High-Altitude Sickness, also known as Acute Mountain Sickness (AMS), occurs when the body
struggles to acclimatize to low oxygen levels at elevations above 8,000 feet (2,400 meters).
e Types:
o HAPE: High-Altitude Pulmonary Edema (fluid in lungs).
o HACE: High-Altitude Cerebral Edema (fluid in brain).
¢ Symptoms: Headache, nausea, fatigue, shortness of breath, confusion, and, in severe cases, coma.

Why Does It Happen?
e Low Oxygen Levels: Reduced oxygen in the air leads to hypoxia in body tissues.
e Physiological Strain:
o Hyperventilation increases breathing rate.
o Thicker blood due to increased red blood cell production strains the heart.
e Rapid Ascent: Climbing too quickly without acclimatizing exacerbates risks.

10) Consider the following statements about gamma rays:
1. Gamma rays can penetrate Earth’s atmosphere and reach the surface without being blocked.
2. Gamma rays are visible to the naked eye as faint blue light.
3. Gamma rays are produced only during nuclear reactions within stars.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: D

Statement 1 is incorrect because gamma rays are blocked by Earth’s atmosphere; they can only be detected
indirectly using instruments like Imaging Atmospheric Cherenkov Telescopes (IACTs).

Statement 2 is incorrect because gamma rays themselves are not visible; Cherenkov radiation, caused by gamma
rays interacting with atmospheric molecules, produces faint blue light, but gamma rays themselves remain
invisible.

Statement 3 is incorrect because gamma rays are produced by various phenomena, including pulsars, black
holes, and gamma-ray bursts, not just during nuclear reactions within stars.

11) Consider the following statements regarding space junk and its impact on Earth’s atmosphere:
1. It predominantly consists of natural space materials like asteroids and meteoroids.
2. Burning space debris releases nitrogen oxides, aluminum, and black carbon into the stratosphere.
3. Soot particles from space junk absorption disrupt natural climate patterns by warming the atmosphere.

4. Pollutants from space debris can alter cloud formation and atmospheric chemistry.
@

www.insightsonindia.com 46 "

INSIGHTSIAS
RS S



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSIGHTS EDITORIALS QUIZ
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four

Solution: C

Statement 1 is incorrect: Space junk primarily consists of man-made objects like defunct satellites and rocket
parts, not natural materials.

Statement 2 is correct: Space debris releases pollutants like aluminum, nitrogen oxides, and black carbon.
Statement 3 is correct: Soot particles absorb solar energy, warming the atmosphere and disrupting climate
patterns.

Statement 4 is correct: Pollutants like copper promote cloud formation and alter atmospheric chemistry.

12) Match the missile system with its primary characteristic:

‘Missile System HCharacteristic ‘

‘1. Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-Air MissiIeHA. Indigenous Indian Beyond-Visual-Range (BVR) Missile ‘
‘2. ASTRA HB US-made BVR Missile with "fire-and-forget" capability‘

‘ HC Short-range surface-to-air missile ‘

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
a) 1-C, 2-A
b) 1-B, 2-A
c) 1-A, 2-B
d) 1-B, 2-C

Solution: B

e The AIM-120 AMRAAM is a well-known US-made (by Raytheon) Beyond-Visual-Range (BVR) air-to-air
missile. A key feature is its "fire-and-forget" capability enabled by its onboard radar. Therefore, 1 correctly
matches with B.

e The ASTRA is India's indigenously developed counterpart. It is also a BVR air-to-air missile, developed by the
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), and serves a similar role for the Indian Air Force.
Thus, 2 correctly matches with A.

13) With reference to the applications of Metal-Organic Frameworks (MOFs), consider the following statements:
1. They can be used to capture carbon dioxide from industrial emissions.
2. They have the potential to harvest water from arid air.
3. They can serve as catalysts to speed up chemical reactions.
4. Their primary application is in the manufacturing of non-porous, waterproof coatings.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four

Solution: C

e The versatility of Metal-Organic Frameworks (MOFs) stems directly from their unique porous and tunable
structure.

e Statement 1 is correct; their high surface area and chemical selectivity make them excellent candidates for
capturing CO, from sources like factory flues, contributing to climate change mitigation.
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e Statement 2 is also correct; specific MOFs are designed to have a high affinity for water molecules, enabling
them to effectively pull water vapor from the air, even in dry, desert-like conditions, offering a novel solution
for water scarcity.

e Statement 3 is correct as well; the pores of MOFs can act as nano-reactors, and the metal ions within their
structure can serve as active sites, making them effective catalysts for various chemical reactions.

e Statement 4 is incorrect. Their key feature is their extreme porosity, which is the basis for most of their
applications. They are the opposite of non-porous materials.

6. International Relations and Organisations

1) Consider the following statements regarding the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) as defined by the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS):
1. An EEZ extends up to 200 nautical miles from a coastal state's baseline, within which the state has
sovereign rights for exploring and exploiting all natural resources.
2. The coastal state has jurisdiction over marine scientific research and environmental protection within
its EEZ.
3. Foreign states enjoy the freedom of navigation and overflight in the EEZ, subject to the rights and
duties of the coastal state.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: C

e Statement 1 is correct. UNCLOS defines the EEZ as a zone extending from the baseline (typically the low-
water line) out to 200 nautical miles (approximately 370 km). Within this zone, the coastal state does not
have full sovereignty (as it does in its territorial sea), but it has sovereign rights for the specific purposes of
exploring, exploiting, conserving, and managing the natural resources, whether living (e.g., fisheries) or non-
living (e.g., oil, gas, minerals on the seabed and subsoil), and for other economic activities like the production
of energy from water, currents, and winds.

e Statement 2 is correct. The convention grants the coastal state jurisdiction within its EEZ over the
establishment and use of artificial islands, installations, and structures; marine scientific research; and the
protection and preservation of the marine environment. This means the coastal state can regulate and
authorize scientific research and enact environmental laws within its EEZ.

e Statement 3 is correct. The EEZ is not territorial water. UNCLOS carefully balances the rights of the coastal
state with the rights of other states. All states, whether coastal or land-locked, enjoy the high seas freedoms
of navigation and overflight, and of the laying of submarine cables and pipelines, within the EEZ. These
freedoms must be exercised with due regard for the rights and duties of the coastal state and in compliance
with its laws and regulations that are consistent with the convention.

2) Consider the following statements about the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO):
1. WIPO is a specialized agency of the United Nations based in Geneva, Switzerland.
2. Its membership makes it nearly universal in its reach.
3. WIPO primarily functions as a dispute-resolution body for intellectual property issues between
countries.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None
@
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Solution: B

Statements 1 and 2 are correct. The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) is indeed a specialized UN
agency headquartered in Geneva, and it has a near-universal membership of 193 countries.

However, statement 3 is incorrect; WIPO’s primary role is to foster international cooperation on intellectual

property, not to resolve disputes, although it does provide a platform for policy development and discussions on
IP issues.

3) What s the significance of the Spratly Islands in the South China Sea?
a) Home to international shipping headquarters
b) Site of the largest oil reserves in the region
c) Exclusive site for coral reef research
d) Known for military bases and rich fishing zones

Solution: D

The Spratly Islands are significant due to their rich natural resources, fishing zones, and strategic military
installations. Frequent site of China-Philippines clashes, including laser usage and water cannon incidents by
Chinese vessels.

They do not house international shipping headquarters or represent the largest oil reserves in the region.

Disputed claims in the South China Sea
TAIWAN

CHINA

Chinese claim

PHILIPPINES

*Exclusive economic
zone

**Kalayaan islands,
MALAYSIA Palawan province

BRUNEI

Source: D. yColleger warterly/Phi gov't AFP

4) Consider the following statements about the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA):
1. It was established as a specialized agency under the United Nations.
2. It oversees compliance with the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT).
3. It promotes nuclear energy applications for peaceful purposes globally.
4. Its headquarters is located in Geneva, Switzerland.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four

Solution: A

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) was established in 1957 as an autonomous body under the
United Nations system, tasked with promoting the peaceful use of nuclear energy while ensuring nuclear
materials are not diverted for military purposes. Hence, Statement 1 is incorrect.
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Statement 2 is incorrect because the IAEA oversees compliance with the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of

Nuclear Weapons (NPT), not the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), which is monitored by the
CTBTO.

Statement 3 is correct as the IAEA actively promotes the peaceful applications of nuclear energy, including in
medicine, agriculture, and energy production, benefiting countries worldwide.

Statement 4 is incorrect because the headquarters of the IAEA is located in Vienna, Austria, not Geneva,
Switzerland.

5) Consider the following statements about United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA):
1. Its mandate is renewed every five years by the UN Security Council.
2. It provides microfinance support to Palestinian refugees.
3. UNRWA'’s funding is entirely sourced from the UN’s regular budget.
How many of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: B

e Statement 1isincorrect. The mandate of UNRWA is renewed by the UN General Assembly, not the
Security Council.

e Statement 2 is correct. UNRWA provides microfinance support, alongside education, healthcare, and
emergency aid, to Palestinian refugees.

e Statement 3 is incorrect. UNRWA relies on voluntary contributions from UN Member States and receives
limited budgetary support for international staffing from the UN.

About United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA):

e Establishment: Created by the UN General Assembly in 1949.

e Objective: Provides relief, health, education, and social services to Palestinian refugees who lost homes
and livelihoods after the 1948 Palestine war.

e Headquarters: Initially based in Beirut, moved to Vienna (1978), and later to the Gaza Strip (1996)
following the Oslo Accords.

e Mandate: Continuously renewed by the UN General Assembly; currently extended until June 30, 2026.

e Services: Offers education, healthcare, social relief, infrastructure improvement, microfinance, and
emergency aid during conflicts.

e Operations: Active in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Gaza Strip, and West Bank (including East Jerusalem),
serving over 5 million Palestinian refugees and their descendants.

e Funding: Primarily relies on voluntary contributions from UN Member States and receives limited UN
budget support for international staffing.

6) Consider the following statements about the Hague Convention, 1954:

1. It applies exclusively during armed conflicts and not during peacetime.

2. Indiais not a signatory to the Hague Convention.

3. The Blue Shield emblem is used to identify cultural heritage sites for protection.
How many of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: B
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e Statement 1isincorrect. The Hague Convention applies both during armed conflict and peacetime to
prepare for potential threats to cultural heritage.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. India is a signatory to the Hague Convention and supports its implementation.

e Statement 3 is correct. The Blue Shield emblem is used to mark cultural heritage sites for protection
during conflicts.

About Hague Convention, 1954:

o Background: Adopted under UNESCO after observing the large-scale destruction of cultural heritage
during armed conflicts.

e Objective: To safeguard cultural property such as monuments, archaeological sites, art, manuscripts, and
scientific collections.

e Scope: Applies during armed conflict as well as in peacetime to ensure preparation for potential threats.

o Symbol: Introduced the “Blue Shield” emblem for marking and identifying cultural heritage sites.

¢ India’s Role: India is a signatory to the convention and actively supports its implementation.

7) Consider the following statements about UNICEF:
1. It was established post-World War | to focus on children affected by conflicts.
2. UNICEF operates in over 190 countries and territories.
3. It relies exclusively on government contributions for funding.
How many of the above statements are incorrect?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: B

Statement 1 is incorrect as UNICEF was established post-World War I, not World War I.
Statement 2 is correct, highlighting its global presence in 190+ countries.
Statement 3 is incorrect because it relies on voluntary contributions, not just government funding.

About UNICEF:
e Established: 1946, post-World War I.
e Mandate: To protect the rights and futures of children worldwide, regardless of country.
e Presence: Active in 190+ countries and territories.
e Funding: Fully funded through voluntary contributions from individuals, governments, and private sector
partners.
e Awards: Nobel Peace Prize (1965), Indira Gandhi Prize (1989), Princess of Asturias Award (2006).
e Reports Published: The State of the World’s Children, among others.

8) Consider the following:

Statement-I: The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) can refer cases to the ICC even if the crimes

occurred outside the jurisdiction of the ICC.

Statement-ll: The ICC is a judicial body under the United Nations and operates within its framework.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

a) Both Statement-| and Statement-I| are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-|

b) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|

c) Statement-I is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect

d) Statement-l is incorrect but Statement-Il is correct

Solution: C
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Statement-I is correct. The UNSC can refer cases to the ICC under Chapter VIl of the UN Charter, even if the
crimes occurred outside the ICC's jurisdiction.

Statement-ll is incorrect. The ICC is not a UN body. It operates independently but cooperates with the UN under
agreements.

About International Criminal Court (1CC):
e Establishment: Created by the Rome Statute in 1998; began operations in 2003.
e Headquarters: Located in The Hague, Netherlands.
e Purpose: Prosecutes individuals for genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and crimes of
aggression.
e Structure:
o Judges: 18 judges elected for non-renewable nine-year terms.
o Presidency: Comprises a President and two Vice-Presidents.
o Registry: Manages administrative and operational support.
o Jurisdiction:
o Covers crimes committed in member states or by nationals of member states.
o Operates only when national courts are unable or unwilling to act.
o Jurisdiction applies only to crimes committed after July 1, 2002.
¢ Relationship with UN:
o Not a UN body but cooperates through agreements.
o The UN Security Council can refer cases to the ICC if outside its jurisdiction.

9) The International Solar Alliance (ISA) is described as a collaborative platform. Which of the following entities
does it primarily aim to bring together?
1. Governments
2. Industry and Private Sector
3. Financial Institutions
4. Regional Military Alliances
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
a) 1and 2 only
b) 1, 2 and 3 only
c)3and 4 only
d)1,2,3and 4

Solution: B

e The International Solar Alliance (ISA) functions as a multi-stakeholder platform to accelerate the global
adoption of solar energy. Its success hinges on creating an ecosystem that fosters collaboration.

e Itisa"collaborative platform for governments, industry, and financial institutions." Governments are crucial
for creating enabling policy frameworks.

e The industry and private sector are essential for innovation, manufacturing, and project execution.

e Financial institutions, including Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) and private capital, are vital for
mobilizing the massive investments required to achieve the ISA's goals.

e Regional military alliances (Statement 4) are not part of the ISA's mandate or collaborative structure; its focus
is on energy access, security, and climate resilience through civil and commercial means.

10) Consider the following statements about the framework of the Paris Agreement:
1. It operates under the principle of legally binding enforcement for non-compliance.
2. It adopts the principle of "common but differentiated responsibilities."
3. Developed countries are required to provide financial and technological support to developing nations.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
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(d) None

Solution: B

The Paris Agreement operates on a cooperative and non-binding framework, making statement 1 incorrect. It is
based on the principle of "common but differentiated responsibilities," recognizing varying capacities of nations.
Developed countries are encouraged to support developing nations through financial and technological aid,
making statements 2 and 3 correct.

11) Consider the following statements regarding the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW):
1. The OPCW was established as part of the United Nations framework.
2. The OPCW's mission is limited to verifying the destruction of declared chemical weapons stockpiles.
3. The Hague Award is presented annually to OPCW member states for achieving chemical weapons
disarmament.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: D

Statement 1 is incorrect: The OPCW was established in 1997 as an independent international organization, not as
part of the United Nations framework. It serves as the implementing body of the Chemical Weapons Convention
(CWQ).

Statement 2 is incorrect: The OPCW's mission is not limited to verifying the destruction of declared chemical
weapons stockpiles. Its mandate includes preventing the re-emergence of chemical weapons, providing
assistance and protection to member states, promoting international cooperation for peaceful uses of chemistry,
and ensuring compliance with the CWC.

Statement 3 is incorrect: The Hague Award, established in 2014, recognizes individuals and organizations
advancing the goals of the CWC, not member states.

12) Consider the following statements about the International Pathogen Surveillance Network (IPSN):
1. The IPSN is hosted by WHO and funded solely by the UN Foundation.
2. It focuses on tracking pathogen evolution and ensuring equitable access to genomic tools.
3. The network is limited to addressing avian flu-related genomic surveillance.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: A

Statement 1 is incorrect: While the IPSN was established by the World Health Organization (WHO) through its
Hub for Pandemic and Epidemic Intelligence, its funding is sourced from multiple organizations, including the
Gates Foundation, The Rockefeller Foundation, Wellcome, and the UN Foundation, ensuring a collaborative
approach.

Statement 2 is correct: The IPSN focuses on tracking pathogen evolution, spread, and impact to enhance public
health decision-making. It ensures equitable access to genomic tools, particularly in low- and middle-income

countries (LMICs), to strengthen global health systems.
@
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Statement 3 is incorrect: The IPSN is not limited to addressing avian flu. Its scope includes genomic surveillance
for multiple pathogen priorities, such as avian flu, wastewater surveillance, and regional pathogen-specific
issues, supporting broad public health initiatives.

13) Consider the following statements regarding the International Solar Alliance (ISA):

1. Itwas a jointinitiative launched by India and the United States during the Paris COP21 Climate
Summit.

2. TheISA is the first international intergovernmental organisation to have its headquarters in India.

3. Membership to the ISA is restricted to countries lying fully or partially between the Tropic of Cancer
and the Tropic of Capricorn.

4. One of its primary aims is to mobilize USD 1 trillion in solar investments by 2030.

How many of the above statements are correct?

1)

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four

Solution: B

Statement 1 is incorrect. The International Solar Alliance (ISA) was a joint initiative by India and France, not
the United States, launched during the COP21 in Paris in 2015.

Statement 2 is correct; the ISA's headquarters are located in Gurugram, India, making it the first international
intergovernmental organization to be headquartered in the country.

Statement 3 is incorrect. Initially, membership was limited to "solar-rich" countries situated between the
Tropics, but a framework amendment in 2020 opened up membership to all UN member states, recognizing
the global importance of solar energy.

Statement 4 is correct. A central and ambitious goal of the ISA is to mobilize over USD 1 trillion in
investments for solar energy by 2030 to facilitate the rapid and massive deployment of solar power,
particularly in developing countries.

7. Polity

Consider the following statements regarding the historical evolution of the Union Public Service Commission
(UPSC):
1. The Government of India Act, 1935, first provided for the establishment of a Public Service
Commission in India.
2. The initial Public Service Commission was established based on the recommendations of the Lee
Commission.
3. Sir Ross Barker was the first chairman of the newly constituted Union Public Service Commission after
India became a republic.

How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: A

Statement 1 is incorrect. The provision for a Public Service Commission was first made under the
Government of India Act, 1919, not the 1935 Act. The 1935 Act elevated it to the Federal Public Service
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Commission. It assumed its present status as the Union Public Service Commission with the adoption of the
Constitution in 1950.

e Statement 2 is correct. The Lee Commission (1924) observed the need for an efficient and impartial civil
service, protected from political influence. Its recommendations were instrumental in the establishment of
the Public Service Commission on October 1, 1926.

e Statement 3 is incorrect. Sir Ross Barker was the chairman of the Public Service Commission when it was
first set up in 1926, not the UPSC constituted after 1950.

2) Consider the following statements regarding the processes and recent reforms of the UPSC:
1. The PRATIBHA Setu initiative is a digital platform designed to utilize Artificial Intelligence for faster
evaluation of examination answer sheets.
2. Inthe Civil Services Mains examination, candidates can opt to write their answers in any of the 22
languages recognized under the Constitution of India.
3. To curb malpractice, the UPSC has introduced face-recognition technology to prevent impersonation
during its examinations.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

e Statement 1is incorrect. The PRATIBHA Setu (Professional Resource And Talent Integration Bridge for
Hiring Aspirants) initiative is not related to Al-based evaluation. Its purpose is to facilitate employment
opportunities for those meritorious candidates who reach the interview stage of the examination but do not
feature in the final merit list. The use of Al is a proposed future reform for enhancing efficiency, not a part of
this specific initiative.

e Statement 2 is correct. The candidates for the mains examination have the option of writing their answers in
English or any of the 22 languages recognised under the Constitution of India, which corresponds to the
languages listed in the Eighth Schedule.

e Statement 3 is correct. As part of its reforms to adapt to modern challenges and maintain the integrity of its
examinations, the UPSC has initiated the use of new face-recognition technology to ensure zero
impersonation, thereby strengthening the fairness and security of the process.

3) With reference to the UPSC’s constitutional status, consider the following:
1. Articles 315-323 in Part XIV of the Indian Constitution deal with Public Service Commissions.
2. The UPSCis only an advisory body and its recommendations are not binding on the Government.
3. The President of India appoints the Chairman and members of the UPSC, but their removal requires a
resolution passed by both Houses of Parliament.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

e Articles 315—-323 in Part XIV deal with Public Service Commissions, giving them constitutional backing. The
UPSC primarily functions as an advisory body and its recommendations, though carrying great weight, are not
legally binding on the Government.

e However, statement 3 is incorrect: the Chairman and members of the UPSC are appointed by the President,
but their removal is not through a Parliamentary resolution; instead, it requires a reference to the Supreme
Court on grounds of misbehavior, and the President acts on such recommendations (Article 317).
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4) Consider the following statements regarding the legal framework for passive euthanasia in India:
Statement I: The Supreme Court of India, in its judicial pronouncements, has affirmed that the Right to
Die with Dignity is a fundamental right.
Statement II: Th affirmation mentioned in Statement | is rooted in the interpretation that the Right to Life
under Article 21 of the Constitution includes the right to a dignified life until its natural end, and thus also
encompasses the right to a dignified death.
Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-I
(b) Both Statement-l and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-I
(c) Statement-l is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect
(d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-I| is correct

Solution: A

e Both statements are correct, and Statement-Il provides the precise legal reasoning for Statement-I.

e The Supreme Court of India, particularly in the landmark Common Cause v. Union of India (2018) case,
explicitly held that the Right to Die with Dignity is an intrinsic and inseparable part of the Right to Life and
Personal Liberty under Article 21 of the Constitution.

e The Court's reasoning was that the right to live with dignity also implies the right to a dignified process of
dying, especially for individuals in a persistent vegetative state or with terminal illnesses with no hope of
recovery.

e Therefore, the expansion of Article 21 to include the right to a dignified death is the direct constitutional
foundation upon which the legality of passive euthanasia and advance medical directives rests. Statement-I|
correctly explains this jurisprudential evolution.

5) The Niyamgiri Hills judgment (2013) of the Supreme Court of India is significant because it:
a) Recognized the legal personhood of natural entities like forests and rivers.
b) Established that environmental clearances can be granted without tribal consent.
c) Empowered Gram Sabhas to decide on projects affecting their religious and cultural rights.
d) Declared all mining activities in forest areas as unconstitutional.

Solution: C

The Niyamgiri judgment (Orissa Mining Corporation Ltd. vs. Ministry of Environment & Forests, 2013) upheld
the Gram Sabha’s authority to determine whether mining projects in tribal areas violate their cultural and
religious rights. The Dongria Kondh tribe’s resistance to Vedanta’s bauxite mining in the Niyamgiri Hills led the
Court to mandate Gram Sabha consultations before diversion of forest land. This judgment reinforced tribal self-
governance and community consent, making it directly relevant to projects like Great Nicobar, where forest
rights and tribal consent are disputed. It did not, however, grant legal personhood to nature or ban all mining.

6) Consider the following statements:
Statement-I: Constitutional morality is primarily concerned with the literal interpretation and rigid
application of the text of the Constitution.
Statement-Il: A key feature of constitutional morality is upholding the "Spirit over Text," implying fidelity
to the ethical intent and underlying values behind constitutional provisions.

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is the correct explanation for
Statement-I
(b) Both Statement-l and Statement-Il are correct and Statement-Il is not the correct explanation for
Statement-|
(c) Statement-l is correct but Statement-Il is incorrect
(d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-I| is correct
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Solution: D

e Statement-l is incorrect. Constitutional morality is not about rigid textualism. Instead, it is an ethical compass
guiding constitutional actors. It emphasizes that the exercise of power must align with constitutional values,
not just the black-and-white letter of the law.

o Statement-ll is correct. A central tenet of constitutional morality is the fidelity to the spirit and ethical intent
of the Constitution, rather than a mechanical adherence to its text. It demands that constitutional institutions
and public officials operate with restraint, fairness, and a commitment to democratic virtues. This includes
respect for dissent, adherence to the rule of law, and ensuring institutional propriety—all of which flow from
the spirit, not just the text, of the document.

7) Consider the following statements regarding the Lokpal of India:
1. The Lokpal is an independent constitutional body established via a constitutional amendment.
2. The Selection Committee for the appointment of the Lokpal Chairperson and members is headed by
the Chief Justice of India.
3. Thejurisdiction of the Lokpal extends to officials of Groups A, B, C, and D under the Central
Government.
4. The Lokpal is vested with the powers of a civil court, including the authority to summon witnesses
and demand documents.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four

Solution: B

e Statement 1isincorrect. The Lokpal is an independent statutory body, not a constitutional one. It was
established under a specific Act of Parliament, the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. The Prime Minister chairs the Selection Committee. The committee also comprises
the Speaker of the Lok Sabha, the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha, the Chief Justice of India (or a
nominee), and an eminent jurist.

e Statement 3 is correct. The Lokpal's jurisdiction is extensive, covering the Prime Minister, Union Ministers,
MPs, and officials of the Central Government (Groups A, B, C, and D), as well as bodies funded or aided by the
government.

e Statement 4 is correct. The Lokpal functions as a quasi-judicial authority and is armed with the powers of a
civil court under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, for conducting inquiries. This includes summoning,
examining witnesses on oath, and compelling the production of documents.

8) With reference to 'Constitutional Morality', consider the following statements:
1. It mandates that all state authority, including legislative and executive, must operate within
constitutional boundaries.
2. Itviews public dissent and political debate as potential threats to democratic stability and
institutional dignity.
3. It requires public officials to follow established conventions that preserve the independence and
dignity of public institutions.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B
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e Statement 1is correct. It directly refers to the principle of Adherence to Rule of Law, which is a fundamental
feature. It means all authority must be exercised within the legal and constitutional framework, preventing
arbitrary action.

e Statement 2 is incorrect. Constitutional morality promotes rather than discourages dissent. It mandates
Respect for Dissent, viewing tolerance and debate as essential democratic virtues, not as threats. It is the
suppression of dissent, not dissent itself, that violates this principle.

e Statement 3 is correct. This refers to the feature of Institutional Propriety. It obligates public officials to
uphold conventions and procedures that ensure the dignity, independence, and proper functioning of public
institutions, independent of personal or political gain.

9) Which one of the following statements most accurately describes the supervisory relationship between the
Lokpal and the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)?

(a) The Lokpal has no jurisdiction over cases that are already being investigated by the CBI.
(b) The CBI functions as the primary investigative wing of the Lokpal, which cannot conduct its own
independent inquiries.
(c) The Lokpal exercises powers of superintendence and direction over the CBI, but only in relation to
corruption cases referred to it by the Lokpal.
(d) The Lokpal's recommendations regarding CBl-investigated cases are purely advisory, and the CBI
retains final authority.

Solution: C

e (a)isincorrect. The Lokpal can take over or monitor corruption cases, even involving the CBI.

e (b)isincorrect. While the Lokpal can refer cases to the CBI, it also has its own Inquiry Wing and can
independently investigate corruption cases.

e (c)is correct. The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013, grants the Lokpal specific powers of superintendence
over the CBI for cases that the Lokpal has referred to the agency. This is a crucial power, intended to ensure
impartiality and direct oversight over the investigation of high-level corruption.

e (d)isincorrect. In referred cases, the Lokpal's directions are binding, not merely advisory. The Lokpal can also
sanction prosecution, demonstrating tangible authority.

8. History, Art and Culture

1) Which of the following is a characteristic feature of Megalithic culture in India?
a) Absence of iron tools and weapons.
b) Rock shelters exclusively depicting daily life scenes.
c) Use of bronze tools for agriculture.
d) Construction of large stone burial monuments.

Solution: D

Megalithic culture is characterized by the construction of large stone monuments (megaliths), primarily used as
burial or commemorative structures. Iron tools and weapons were also prevalent, distinguishing this culture
from earlier ones like the Chalcolithic.

2) Consider the following statements about the Megalithic period in India:

1. It marks the first extensive use of iron for tools and weapons.

2. Rock art primarily depicted urban settlements and trade routes.

3. Megalithic cultures practiced agriculture, hunting, and animal husbandry.
Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only

(b) 1and 3 only
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(c) 2and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3

Solution: B
Statement 1 is correct. The Megalithic period saw widespread use of iron for agriculture and warfare.

Statement 2 is incorrect. Rock art from this period predominantly depicted hunting scenes, cattle raids, and
group dances rather than urban settlements or trade routes.

Statement 3 is correct. Megalithic communities practiced agriculture, hunting, and animal husbandry, as
evidenced by tools and rock paintings.

About Megaliths:
o Definition: Megaliths are monuments made of large stones, often serving as burial sites away from
settlements.
e Chronology:
o Megalithic cultures in South India date from the 3rd B.C. to the 1st A.D. as per Brahmagiri
excavations.
e Geographical spread:
o Found in Deccan (south of Godavari), Punjab Plains, Indo-Gangetic basin, Rajasthan, Gujarat, and
Burzahom in Jammu and Kashmir.
e |ron usage:
o A hallmark of this period, with iron tools for agriculture and weapons discovered across sites like
Junapani (Vidarbha) and Adichanallur (Tamil Nadu).
e Cultural elements:
o Subsistence through agriculture, hunting, and animal husbandry; rock paintings depict hunting
scenes, cattle raids, and group dances.

3) Consider the following statements regarding Brihadeeswarar Temple’s architectural features:
1. The stupika on the vimana is square-shaped, reflecting early Chola design principles.
2. The temple lacks any gopuras (gateway towers) in its complex.
3. Its inscriptions primarily document myths and legends, with no references to historical events or
rituals.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: D

Statement 1 is incorrect: The stupika (dome) is octagonal, not square-shaped.

Statement 2 is incorrect: The temple has two large gopuras adorned with intricate sculptures.

Statement 3 is incorrect: The inscriptions detail historical events, rituals, gifts, and construction overseen by Raja
Raja Chola l.

About Brihadeeswarar Temple (Rajarajeswaram)
e Location: Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, part of the UNESCO “Great Living Chola Temples.”
e Era: Builtin 1009 CE by Raja Raja Chola |, itis the largest and tallest Indian temple.

Design:
e Features a massive 70-meter pyramidal vimana with an octagonal dome-shaped stupika.
e Two large gopuras adorned with intricate sculptures.
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e Sanctum houses a two-storey lingam of Lord Shiva.

e  Cultural Significance: Repository of Tamil inscriptions detailing rituals, gifts, and the temple’s construction
overseen by Raja Raja Chola himself.

e  Artistry: Painted murals, sculptural narratives, and stucco figures (added later during the Maratha period).

Other Chola Temples:
e Gangaikonda Cholapuram (by Rajendra l).
e Airavatesvara Temple (by Rajaraja Chola Il).

4) Kanhaiyalal Maneklal Munshi was associated with which of the following movements?
a) Swadeshi Movement
b) Civil Disobedience Movement
c) Non-Cooperation Movement
d) Quit India Movement

Solution: B

Munshi actively participated in the Civil Disobedience Movement (1930, 1932) and was jailed for his
involvement.

Kanhaiyalal Maneklal Munshi (Ghanshyam Vyas)
e Birth: Born on 30th December 1887, in Gujarat.
o Freedom Fighter:
o Active in Indian Home Rule Movement as Secretary in 1915.
o Participated in Civil Disobedience Movement (1930, 1932) and Individual Satyagraha (1940);
jailed twice.
e Political Roles:
o Elected to Bombay Legislative Assembly (1927, 1937); resigned during Bardoli Satyagraha.
o Served as Home Minister of Bombay Presidency, managing communal riots.
e Educational Contributions:
o Founded Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan in 1938, a renowned educational trust.
e Literary Achievements:
o Authored over 50 books in Gujarati and English, including Krishnavatara and Saga of Indian
Sculpture.
e Philosophical Influences:
o Influenced by Shri Aurobindo, aligning with revolutionary ideas initially.

5) Consider the following statements about Lothal:
1. Lothal is the northernmost Indus Valley Civilization site.
2. It was known for its bead-making and maritime trade industries.
3. The dockyard at Lothal linked it to ancient trade routes.
4. Lothal is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four

Solution: B

Statement 1 is incorrect: Lothal is the southernmost Indus Valley Civilization site.

Statement 2 is correct: Lothal was renowned for its bead-making industry and maritime trade links.
Statement 3 is correct: Its dockyard linked it to ancient trade routes, emphasizing its maritime importance.
Statement 4 is incorrect: Lothal is only on the tentative list for UNESCO World Heritage status.
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About Lothal:

e Historical Significance: Southernmost Indus Valley Civilization site, built around 2200 BCE, known for its
advanced trade and bead-making industry.

e Unique Features: Home to the world’s earliest known dockyard, linking it to ancient trade routes.

o Discovery: Excavated between 1955-1960 by SR Rao; marine microfossils confirmed its dockyard purpose.

e Heritage Status: Nominated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2014; remains on the tentative list.

e Modern Development: The National Maritime Heritage Complex (Rs. 3,500 crore project) recreates
Harappan architecture and showcases India’s maritime legacy.

6) What does the large hemispherical dome (Anda) of the Sanchi Stupa represent?
a) The relics of Lord Buddha.
b) The abode of the gods.
c) Buddha’s physical form and teachings.
d) The universe and cosmic harmony.

Solution: D

The Anda of the Sanchi Stupa symbolizes the universe and cosmic harmony, representing the oneness of all
existence.

e Option ais incorrect because Buddha’s teachings are represented by symbols like wheels.

e Option cisincorrect as relics are stored in the Medhi.

e Option d refers to the Harmika.
The Anda is central to the stupa's architectural and spiritual design, reflecting Buddhist cosmology.

7) Consider the following statements about the Sanchi Stupa:

1. It was commissioned during the Satavahana period.

2. Itincludes inscriptions in Brahmi and Gupta scripts.

3. The paradakshinapatha is meant for circumambulation of the stupa by devotees.
How many of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: B

Statement 1 is incorrect: The Sanchi Stupa was commissioned by Emperor Ashoka during the 3rd century BCE and
expanded later by the Shungas and Satavahanas.

Statement 2 is incorrect: Inscriptions are found in Brahmi and Kharosthi, not Gupta scripts.

Statement 3 is correct: The paradakshinapatha is a pathway for devotees to perform circumambulation as a form
of devotion.

About Sanchi Stupa:
e Historical Significance: Commissioned by Emperor Ashoka in the 3rd century BCE and later expanded by

Shunga and Satavahana rulers.
e Architectural Features:
o Large hemispherical dome (Anda) symbolizing the universe.
Chatras (umbrella structures) on top, signifying royalty and divine protection.
Harmika (balcony) atop the dome representing the abode of the gods.
Medhi stores relics and serves as the base of the stupa.
Toranas: Four elaborately carved gates depicting Buddha’s life events and Jataka tales, pointing
to four cardinal directions.
o Vedica: Railings enclosing the stupa for sacred protection.
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o Paradakshinapatha: Pathways for circumambulation by devotees.
e Symbolism: Early Buddhist aniconism; Buddha represented through symbols like footprints, wheels, or
empty thrones rather than direct depictions.
o Inscriptions: Includes Ashokan Lion Capital and inscriptions in Brahmi and Kharosthi scripts.
o UNESCO Status: Declared a World Heritage Site in 1989.

8) The Buland Darwaza at the Ajmer Sharif Dargah is a blend of which two architectural styles?
a) Mughal and Persian
b) Rajput and Buddhist
¢) Hindu and Islamic
d) Indo-Gothic and Islamic

Solution: c)

About Ajmer Sharif Dargah:
o  Who Built It: The mausoleum’s earliest structure was built in the 15th century by the Khalji rulers of
Malwa. Further expansions were carried out by Mughal emperors like Akbar and Humayun.
e Location: Situated in Ajmer, Rajasthan, at the heart of the city’s historical and spiritual landscape.
e Features:
o Buland Darwaza: Constructed by Sultan Mahmud Khan Khalji, showcasing a mix of Hindu and
Islamic architectural styles.
o White Marble Dome: Added during Humayun’s reign in 1532.
o Akbari Masjid: Built by Akbar in the 1570s, enhancing the shrine’s prominence.
e Historical Significance:
o The dargah became a spiritual refuge for people of all faiths under Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti’s
philosophy of inclusivity.
o The site reflects Mughal patronage and syncretic cultural heritage.

9. Agriculture

1) Consider the following statements regarding the National Mission on Natural Farming (NMNF):
1. It aims to promote chemical-free farming practices.
2. The mission involves establishing Bio-input Resource Centres (BRCs) across India.
3. Real-time geo-tagged monitoring of clusters is enabled through an online portal.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: C

While NMNF focuses on natural farming and includes real-time geo-tagged monitoring via an online portal, it aims
to establish 10,000 Bio-input Resource Centres (BRCs). This distinction highlights the program’s emphasis on
facilitating inputs for natural farming but within a realistic framework of implementation.

About National Mission on Natural Farming (NMNF):
e  Ministry: Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare.
e Central Sponsored Scheme.
e Aim: To promote natural, chemical-free farming practices for sustainability, climate resilience, soil
health rejuvenation, and nutritious food production.
Key Features:
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e |Implementation in 15,000 clusters across Gram Panchayats, covering 5 lakh Ha and reaching 1 crore
farmers.

e Establishment of 10,000 Bio-input Resource Centres (BRCs) and 2000 NF Model Demonstration Farms at
KVKs, Agricultural Universities, and farmers’ fields.

e Training of 75 lakh farmers and deployment of 30,000 Krishi Sakhis/CRPs for mobilisation and
handholding support.

e Certification system and common branding for marketing NF produce.

e Real-time geo-tagged monitoring via an online portal.

10. Defence and Security

1) Which of the following is NOT a role of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF)?
a) All-women battalion for VIP security and public-facing roles
b) Security management for Indian airports and Delhi Metro
c) Maritime security at offshore oil rigs
d) Providing fire protection services to private entities

Solution: C

CISF does not have a mandate for maritime security at offshore oil rigs, as this responsibility primarily falls under
the Indian Navy and the Indian Coast Guard. CISF’s roles include fire protection services, airport and Delhi Metro
security, VIP protection, and public interface roles. Additionally, an all-women battalion has been introduced for
various specialized roles, including VIP security and interactions with the public.

2) Consider the following statements regarding the organizational structure of the Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF):
1. CISF is headquartered in Mumbai.
2. CISF operates independently of other Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs).
3. CISFis led by a Director-General, who is typically an IPS officer.
4. CISF’s primary role is to protect only nuclear and airport facilities.
Which of the above statements are correct?
(a) 3only
(b) 1, 3, and 4 only
(c)1,2and 3 only
(d)1,2,3and 4

Solution: A
Only statement 3 is correct.
CISF was initially established in 1969 as a paramilitary force under an Act of Parliament to provide security for
critical infrastructure. It became an armed force of the Republic of India in 1983, expanding its responsibilities and

role as part of the CAPFs.

CISF’s primary mandate extends beyond nuclear and airport facilities to include security for seaports, heritage
sites, and other establishments.

CISF functions as one of the CAPFs under the Ministry of Home Affairs and coordinates with other forces for
national security.

Itis led by a Director-General, who is typically an officer from the Indian Police Service (IPS).

www.insightsonindia.com 63 "

INSIGHTSIAS
SRR B e e

ST



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSIGHTS EDITORIALS QUIZ
CISF is headquartered in New Delhi, not Mumbai.

3) Consider the following statements regarding Project Arunank:

1. Itis primarily focused on developing railway infrastructure in Arunachal Pradesh's border areas.

2. The project incorporates sustainable technologies like steel slag and geo-cells in road construction.
Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c)Both 1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: B

Statement 1 is incorrect. Project Arunank, executed by the Border Roads Organisation (BRO), concentrates on
building and maintaining strategic road infrastructure, including bridges, not railways, in Arunachal Pradesh,
especially near border regions like the Line of Actual Control (LAC). Its goal is to enhance connectivity for both
civilian development and defence logistics.

Statement 2 is correct. Project Arunank adopts innovative and sustainable technologies such as Steel Slag, Geo
Cells, Plastic Sheets, GGBFS Concrete, and Cut-and-Cover Tunnels to improve the durability and environmental
sustainability of the infrastructure, particularly important given the challenging terrain and climate of Arunachal
Pradesh.

11. Reports and Indices

1) Consider the following statements about the objectives of the World Intellectual Property Indicators (WIPI)
report by WIPO:

1. The report aims to track global trends in intellectual property filings.

2. It primarily highlights countries’ rankings in innovation and competitiveness.

3. WIPI encourages nations to align their IP frameworks with international standards to foster growth.
How many of the above statements are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

Solution: B

Statements 1 and 3 are correct. The World Intellectual Property Indicators (WIPI) report published by WIPO aims
to track global trends in intellectual property filings and encourages countries to adopt IP standards that promote
innovation and economic growth.

Statement 2 is incorrect as the report does not rank countries by innovation or competitiveness but rather
focuses on IP filing trends and growth patterns across various sectors.

2) Consider the following statements regarding the Global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 2025 Report:
1. Itisajoint publication by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the World Bank.
2. The report establishes, for the first time, an analytical link between multidimensional poverty and
exposure to climate hazards.
3. Theindex measures deprivations across three key dimensions: health, education, and standard of
living.
How many of the above statements are correct?
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(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

e Statement 1is incorrect. The Global MPI has been jointly produced by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) Human Development Report Office and the Oxford Poverty & Human Development
Initiative (OPHI) since 2010. The World Bank is primarily associated with monetary poverty lines (e.g.,
$2.15/day).

e Statement 2 is correct. The 2025 report, titled "Overlapping Hardships: Poverty and Climate Hazards,"
uniquely overlays MPI data with climate hazard data (such as high heat, flooding, and drought). This provides
the first global analysis of the compounded burdens and overlapping deprivations faced by the poor who are
also exposed to environmental threats.

e Statement 3 is correct. The MPI is a composite index that measures acute poverty beyond just income. It
captures deprivations across three dimensions—health (nutrition, child mortality), education (years of
schooling, school attendance), and standard of living (cooking fuel, sanitation, drinking water, electricity,
housing, assets).

12. Maps / Places

1) Consider the following statements regarding the strategic importance of the Solomon Islands:
1. The Solomon Islands were a major battleground during World War Il.
2. Theislands are located in the Indian Ocean, making them critical for trade between Africa and
Southeast Asia.
3. The region has significant biodiversity and marine resources.
How many of the above statements are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Solution: B

e Statement 1 is correct: The Solomon Islands were the site of major battles during World War I, including the
Battle of Guadalcanal.

e Statement 2 is incorrect: The Solomon Islands are located in the Pacific Ocean, not the Indian Ocean.

e Statement 3 is correct: The region is known for its rich biodiversity and marine resources, including coral reefs
and fisheries.
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2) Which of the following countries does NOT border the Baltic Sea?
a) Lithuania
b) Poland
c) Norway
d) Denmark

Solution: C

Norway does not border the Baltic Sea. It borders the North Sea and the Norwegian Sea. Countries surrounding
the Baltic Sea include Denmark, Germany, Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Russia, Finland, and Sweden.
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3) Uganda shares its largest freshwater lake, Lake Victoria, with which of the following countries?
a) Kenya and South Sudan
b) South Sudan and Rwanda
c) Tanzania and Kenya
d) Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda

Solution: C

Lake Victoria, Africa’s largest freshwater lake, is shared between Uganda, Kenya, and Tanzania. Its location makes
it a key feature in the East African Great Lakes region.

e Option aisincorrect as Rwanda and DR Congo do not share Lake Victoria.

e Option cand d are incorrect as South Sudan does not border the lake.
The lake plays a vital role in biodiversity, fishing, and regional economies.
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4) Which of the following rivers flows through Syria and is a key water resource?

a) Danube River
b) Jordan River

c) Indus River

d) Euphrates River

Solution: D

The Euphrates River is a major water resource in Syria, flowing through key regions like Ragqqa and Dayr az Zawr.
It is part of the Tigris-Euphrates River system and plays a critical role in agriculture and hydroelectric power in the

region.
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