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India and the United States have signed a new
ten-year defence cooperation framework aimed
at deepening strategic and technological ties.

Marks a shift from transactional to structural
partnership between India and the U.S.

Broader Introduction ]

independent pole aligning issue-wise with major powers.

It builds upon earlier foundational agreements—LEMOA (2016),

[ Reinforces the evolving multipolar order—India as an ]

Geopolitical N
Encourages other middle powers (Japan, France, Imp]i’?:ations COMCASA (2018), and BECA (2020)—and expands cooperation in
Australia) to pursue “minilateral” cooperation with India. co-development, intelligence-sharing, logistics, and maritime security.
Symbolically signals India’s transition from being
a security consumer to a security provider. The pact strengthens the strategic deterrent posture
of both India and the U.S. in the Indo-Pacific.
LOver-reliance on one partner may erode decision-making freedom.J It enables joint maritime surveillance, better intelligence
exchange, and coordinated freedom-of-navigation operations.

( U.S. political conditions can delay or restrict transfers.]

China may respond with more aggressive moves along the LAC or in the IOR. .
( - - - ) Risks and Strategic and
[ Absorptive capacity, skilled manpower, and ] L Chgllgnges Security

supply-chain readiness remain constraints. Dimensions Regular joint exercises—Yudh Abhyas, Malabar, Cope
India—enhance interoperability and mutual trust.

Indo-Pacific strategy; for New Delhi, the U.S. partnership
diversifies its security options beyond traditional ties with Russia.

For Washington, India becomes the cornerstone of its ]

India-US

[ Advanced defence procurements could strain India’s capital outlay; ]
Defence Pact

balancing between military modernisation and social spending is critical.

repair facilities, and information sharing, particularly
across the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

The agreement institutionalises logistics support, )

[Use U.S. partnership to build self-reliant capacity, not dependency.

[Focus on co-development of next-generation systems rather than imports.

(Joint maritime projects can link defence with sustainable ocean economy.] ( Way
[ India can project credible influence by combining ] Forward

hard-power capability with developmental diplomacy.

humanitarian operations, not just combat preparedness.

[ Interoperability contributes to quicker disaster relief and ]

Acceleration Ecosystem (INDUS-X) to promote joint
research in jet engines, drones, and space systems.

The pact operationalises the India-U.S. Defence J

Establish annual 2 + 2 ministerial dialogues and
high-technology working groups for continuity.

Technological | It opens pathways for co-production under the Make in
and Industrial India initiative, advancing domestic defence manufacturing.
[The India-U.S. Defence Pact embodies the maturation] Dimensions ‘ [

F-414 engines in India for the Tejas Mk-II fighter.
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of bilateral ties into a long-term strategic partnership. AP i onala, S TIGS SHIBeMON IO procuce J
(Conclusion

As global geopolitics moves toward greater contestation, this pact could
serve as a strategic multiplier—strengthening India’s security architecture

Cooperation extends to Al, cyber warfare, quantum ]
and its credibility as a responsible power in the Indo-Pacific.

computing, semiconductors, and space defence.

General Studies-2; Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements
involving India and/or affecting India’s interests.

India-US Defence Pact

Introduction
¢ India and the United States have signed a new ten-year defence cooperation framework aimed at
deepening strategic and technological ties.
e It builds upon earlier foundational agreements—LEMOA (2016), COMCASA (2018), and BECA (2020)—
and expands cooperation in co-development, intelligence-sharing, logistics, and maritime security.

Strategic and Security Dimensions

e The pact strengthens the strategic deterrent posture of both India and the U.S. in the Indo-Pacific.

e It enables joint maritime surveillance, better intelligence exchange, and coordinated freedom-of-
navigation operations.

e For Washington, India becomes the cornerstone of its Indo-Pacific strategy; for New Delhi, the U.S.
partnership diversifies its security options beyond traditional ties with Russia.

e  Regular joint exercises—Yudh Abhyas, Malabar, Cope India—enhance interoperability and mutual trust.

e The agreement institutionalises logistics support, repair facilities, and information sharing, particularly
across the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

e Interoperability contributes to quicker disaster relief and humanitarian operations, not just combat
preparedness.

Technological and Industrial Dimensions
e The pact operationalises the India-U.S. Defence Acceleration Ecosystem (INDUS-X) to promote joint
research in jet engines, drones, and space systems.
e It opens pathways for co-production under the Make in India initiative, advancing domestic defence
manufacturing.
e Example: General Electric’s agreement to produce F-414 engines in India for the Tejas Mk-II fighter.
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Cooperation extends to Al, cyber warfare, quantum computing, semiconductors, and space defence.

Broader Geopolitical Implications

Marks a shift from transactional to structural partnership between India and the U.S.

Reinforces the evolving multipolar order—India as an independent pole aligning issue-wise with major
powers.

Encourages other middle powers (Japan, France, Australia) to pursue “minilateral” cooperation with
India.

Symbolically signals India’s transition from being a security consumer to a security provider.

Risks and Challenges

Over-reliance on one partner may erode decision-making freedom.

U.S. political conditions can delay or restrict transfers.

China may respond with more aggressive moves along the LAC or in the IOR.

Absorptive capacity, skilled manpower, and supply-chain readiness remain constraints.
Advanced defence procurements could strain India’s capital outlay; balancing between military
modernisation and social spending is critical.

Way Forward

Use U.S. partnership to build self-reliant capacity, not dependency.

Focus on co-development of next-generation systems rather than imports.

Joint maritime projects can link defence with sustainable ocean economy.

India can project credible influence by combining hard-power capability with developmental diplomacy.
Establish annual 2 + 2 ministerial dialogues and high-technology working groups for continuity.

Conclusion

The India-U.S. Defence Pact embodies the maturation of bilateral ties into a long-term strategic
partnership.

As global geopolitics moves toward greater contestation, this pact could serve as a strategic multiplier—
strengthening India’s security architecture and its credibility as a responsible power in the Indo-Pacific.
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