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Sl. no CSE 2025 Mains Questions Insights IAS Questions from Tests
1 Distinguish between the

Human Development Index
(HDI) and Inequality-adjusted
Human Development Index
(IHDI) with special reference
to India. Why is the IHDI
considered a better indicator
of inclusive growth? (10 M)

What are the challenges before the
Indian economy when the world is
moving away from free trade and
multilateralism to protectionism
and bilateralism? How can these
challenges be met(10 M)

1.

“Protectionism is on the rise, challenging
the principles of free trade and
disproportionately affecting developing
economies.” Discuss its implications for
global economic stability and India’s
export sector. (SPG+, Test-7)

“India’s trade strategy must balance
domestic priorities with global
competitiveness. Discuss India’s recent
trends in export-import flow. How are Free
Trade Agreements and global trade shifts
influencing this pattern? (15 M) (LAMP-
JULY29)

Trace the evolution of India’s trade policy
from protectionism to liberalization. Identify
the sectors driving India’s trade growth. Also,
highlight the key challenges in expanding
India’s international trade. (15M) (IPM-2025,
Eco-2)
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Explain the factors influencing
the decision of the farmers on the
selection of high value crops in
India. (10 M)

Identify the multidimensional causes driving
the changes in cropping patterns in India.
Suggest how agricultural policies can secure
food security while encouraging crop
diversification. (10 M) (I WIL, Test-4)

Examine the regional variations in cropping
patterns in India. What factors determine
these variations, and how have they
changed over time? (SPG+, Test—7)

Examine the impact of changing dietary
preferences in India on cropping patterns
over the last decade, and analyze its
implications for agricultural sustainability.
(IPM-2025, Agri+ DM Test)

“The transition to direct marketing models
like contract farming has potential benefits
but faces implementation challenges. (Core
Batch 2025-
Agri Test -1)

Elaborate the scope and
significance of supply chain
management of agricultural
commodities in India. (10 M)

. What are the upstream and

downstream challenges faced by India’s
food processing

industries? Suggest a comprehensive roadmap
to strengthen supply chain linkages. (15 M)
(IPM- 2025, Agri +DM, Test)

Discuss how digital technologies are
transforming the agricultural value chain
in India. Highlight the opportunities and
challenges in their large-scale adoption.
(IPM- 2025, Agri +DM, Test)

The fusion energy programme in
India has steadily evolved over
the past few decades. Mention
India's contributions to the
international fusion energy
project - International
Thermonuclear Experimental
Reactor (ITER).

What will be the implications of
the success of this project for the
future of global energy? (10 M)

. What makes nuclear fusion a superior

energy source compared to fission? Why is
achieving a self sustaining fusion reaction
challenging despite recent advances? What
are the key technological innovations
required to make fusion energy
commercially viable? (15 M) (IPM 2025,S n
T, Agri Test)
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How can India achieve energy
independence through clean
technology by 2047? How can
biotechnology play a crucial role in
this endeavour? (10 M)

. The energy of the future lies in what is

renewable and sustainable. Do you think
bio- energy can fulfill India’s energy
needs by replacing non-renewable
sources? Examine. (Flash, Test-8)

. Examine the future prospects of

biotechnology in India, with a focus on its
applications in agriculture, healthcare, and
the energy sector. What are the key
challenges that need to be addressed to
unlock its full potential? (15 M) (IPM 2025,
SnT Tech)

What is Carbon Capture,
Utilization and Storage (CCUS)?
What is the potential role of CCUS
in tackling climate change? (10
M)

. Discuss the role of geoengineering solutions

like solar radiation management and
carbon sequestration in mitigating climate
change. Are they viable for India? (15 M)
(IPM-2025, Env Test)

. Why is methane considered a more potent

greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide? What
technological and natural methods exist to
capture and neutralize it? (10M) (CBM Test-
30)

. The carbon capture, utilisation, and storage

(CCUS) technology holds a great potential to
mitigate the emissions from fossil fuels.
Analyse.

(Secure-10/11/2023)

Seawater intrusion in the coastal
aquifers is a major concern in
India. What are the causes of
seawater

intrusion and the remedial
measures to combat this hazard?
(10 M)

Terrorism is a global scourge. How
has it manifested in India?
Elaborate with contemporary
examples. What are the counter
measures adopted by the State?
Explain. (10 M)

Lone-wolf and small-cell terrorist attacks
are emerging as unpredictable threats in
urban India. Analyse their implications for
India’s counter-terrorism strategy. (10M)
(LAMP AUG 7)

. Why have terrorist networks in India

continued to survive despite decades of
countermeasures? Examine the institutional
weaknesses in the security apparatus.
Discuss the role of external support and
radical narratives in sustaining terrorism.
Suggest a comprehensive reform strategy.
(Secure-24/4/2025)
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Index (FHI) can be used as a tool
for assessing the fiscal
performance of states in India. In
what way would it encourage the
states to adopt prudent and
sustainable fiscal policies? (15 M)

10 The Government of India recently 1. “Despite significant progress, Left Wing
stated that Left Wing Extremism Extremism persists in certain regions of
(LWE) will be eliminated by India”. Analyze the factors contributing to
2026. What do you understand by its survival and suggest measures to
LWE and how are the people address its root causes for achieving
affected by it? What measures sustainable peace. (15 M) (Core Batch-
have been taken by the 2025, Security Test)
government to eliminate LWE?

(10 M) 2. Whatare the core underlying structural
factors that continue to sustain Naxalism in
India? How effective has the present
counter-Left Wing Extremism (LWE)
approach been in addressing these drivers?
Propose a comprehensive framework to
secure peace and development in affected
areas. (15 M) (I WIL, Test-5)

3. Left Wing Extremism has declined in
recent years but continues to exist in
specific pockets. Describe the current
areas affected by LWE. What steps can be
taken to prevent its resurgence? (15M)
(LAMP AUG 6)

11 Explain how the Fiscal Health 1. Analyze the fiscal challenges faced by Indian

states in managing revenue dynamics and
maintaining fiscal sustainability. Suggest a
long-term roadmap to address these
challenges. (10 M) (IPM-2025, Eco FLT)

“States have made impressive fiscal gains post-
pandemic, but rising populism threatens long-
term fiscal prudence”. Assess the extent and
quality of fiscal improvement undertaken by
states. Examine the risks posed by rising
populist expenditures. Propose reforms to
ensure sustainable public finances. (15 M) (I
WIL, Test-4)

. Analyze the fiscal challenges faced by Indian

states in managing revenue dynamics and
maintaining

fiscal sustainability. Suggest a long-term
roadmap to address these challenges. (Flash,
Test-14)
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12

Discuss the rationale of the
Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
scheme. What are its
achievements? In what way can
the functioning and outcomes of
the scheme be improved? (15 M)

1. In the Atmanirbhar Bharat framework, the
Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes
aim to boost manufacturing competitiveness
and investment. Critically examine its
performance. (15 M) (IPM-2025, Eco FLT)

2. While the Production Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme targets output growth,
Employment Linked incentive schemes
focus on workforce expansion. Can a
synergy of the two create sustainable
jobs? Comment. (15 M) (Step Up, GS-3)

13

Examine the factors responsible
for depleting groundwater in
India.

What are the steps taken by the
government to mitigate such
depletion of groundwater? (15 M)

India’s deepening groundwater crisis is fast
becoming one of the most pressing challenges
to its development trajectory. Examine its
economic and ecological consequences. What
policy shifts are required to ensure sustainable
use? (15 M) (Secure- 26/06/2025)

To what extent has groundwater depletion
been influenced by the interplay between
electricity subsidies and cropping patterns in
India? Analyze with examples. (10 M) (Core
Batch-2025, GS-3 FLT)

. What are the limitations of current

groundwater quality monitoring systems in
India? How can they be improved to address
toxic contamination of Ground water? (10 M)
(Core Batch-2025, Env-2)

14

Examine the scope of the food
processing industries in India.
Elaborate the measures taken by
the government in the food
processing industries for
generating employment
opportunities. (15 M)

. What is the significance of the food processing

industry rural economy? How can it help in
doubling farmers’ income? (10M) (LAMP AUG-
1)

How can India’s food processing sector serve as
a strategic tool for addressing challenges of food
wastage, nutritional security, and rural
employment simultaneously? Propose a multi-
pronged strategy. (15 M) (Core Batch-2025, Agri
Test)

. Agro-processing is the missing link in

doubling farmers’ income. Assess the potential
and barriers to scaling value addition in
India’s agri-economy. (15 M) (I WIL-GS FLT)

Food processing in India holds significant
economic potential, fostering closer linkages
between consumers and the industry while
driving growth. Elaborate. (Secure-
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10/06/2024)

5. India's Food Processing Industry (FPI) is a
recipe for success, with its forward and
backward linkages holding the potential to
nourish the nation and empower its economy”.
Critically comment. ( SPG+, Test-14)

6. What are the upstream and downstream
challenges faced by India’s food processing
industries? Suggest a comprehensive roadmap
to strengthen supply chain linkages. (15 M)
(IPM-2025, Agri +DM, Test)

15 | How does nanotechnology offer 1. “Nanotechnology is not just an enabler but a
significant advancements in the multiplier of technological innovation”. Discuss.
field of agriculture? How can this (15 M) (Core Batch 2025,S n T Test)

technology help to uplift the socio-
economic status of farmers? (15
M)
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India aims to become a
semiconductor manufacturing
hub. What are the challenges
faced by the semiconductor
industry in India? Mention the
salient features of the India
Semiconductor Mission. (15 M)

Examine the factors that have contributed to
the rise of East Asia as a global hub for
semiconductor manufacturing. What lessons
can India learn to develop its own
semiconductor ecosystem? (15 M) (Core Batch
2025, GS-1)

The semiconductor industry is crucial for
global technological and economic progress.”.
Discuss the global distribution of the
semiconductor industry and the key factors
shaping its location. Also, evaluate India’s
potential as a future hub for semiconductor
manufacturing. (Secure- 25/10/2025)

17

Mineral resources are
fundamental to the country's
economy and these are exploited
by mining. Why is mining
considered an environmental
hazard? Explain the remedial
measures required to reduce the
environmental hazard due to
mining. (15 M)

18

Write a review on India’'s climate
commitments under the Paris
Agreement (2015) and mention
how these have been further
strengthened in COP26 (2021). In
this direction, how has the first
Nationally Determined
Contribution intended by India
been updated in 20227 (15 M)

How is India balancing its development needs
with the commitments to global climate
agreements such as the Paris Accord? Analyze
the role of recent policies. (15 M). (IPM-2025,
Env Test -3)

19

What are the major challenges to
internal security and peace
process

“Ethnic conflicts, territorial disputes, and
political marginalization have fuelled the
persistence of

in the North-Eastern States? Map
the various peace accords and
agreements initiated by the
government in the past decade.
(15M)

insurgency in northeast India”. Analyze the
statement and bring out measures taken to
address the issues. (15 M) (IPM-2025,
SnT+Security Test)

Examine the role of external actors and cross-
border dynamics in exacerbating insurgency in
the North- East. How has India’s foreign policy
and border management impacted the security
situation in the region? (15 M) (IPM-2025,
Security Test)
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20 Why is maritime security vitalto | 1. Examine the evolving nature of maritime

protect India's sea trade? Discuss security challenges for India. Evaluate the role
maritime and coastal security of maritime domain awareness in addressing
challenges and the way forward. these threats. (Secure -11/04/2025)

(15M)

2. “Coastal borders require a different approach
to security than land borders”. Discuss the
unique challenges of managing coastal
borders and assess India’s preparedness in
securing them. (10 M) (IPM-2025, Security
Test)

3. In the age of Indo-Pacific realignments, why is
maritime domain awareness (MDA) central to
India’s national security strategy? (10 M)
(LAMP
AUG 6)
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