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INSIGHTS IAS – UPSC CSE MAINS 2025 - Hit Ratio Analysis 

GS -1 Paper 

 
S No CSE Mains 2025 Questions InsightsIAS Test Questions 

1 Q1. Discuss the salient features 
of the Harappan architecture. 
(10 M) 

1. The Harappan civilization was a pioneer in 
sustainable urbanism. Describe the town 
planning and architectural features of the 
civilization. Explain how these innovations 
influenced later Indian urban traditions. (15 
M) (I WIL 2025, Test -7) 

 

 
2. “Urban planning in the Indus Valley 

Civilization laid the foundation for India’s 
architectural and engineering traditions”. 
Discuss the features and significance of this 
legacy. (15 M) (IPM-2025) (AnC + Society 
Test) 

 

 
3. The cities of the Indus Valley Civilization 

were marvels of urban planning and 
engineering. In this light discuss the Urban 
planning and engineering achievements of 
the Harappan civilization. (Secure- 
06/08/2024) 
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2 Q2. Examine the main aspects 
of Akbar’s religious 
syncretism. (10 M) 

 
1. “Medieval Indian art and culture 

demonstrated a remarkable synthesis 
of 
religious and cultural traditions.” Critically 
evaluate this statement with suitable 
examples and discuss its broader 
significance. (15M) (Lamp- 8th July) 

 

 

2. Present the philosophies of ‘Din-i-Ialhi’ 
and ‘Sulh-i Kul’ that embodied Akbar’s 
administration. How far do you think the 
present day communal tensions can be 
addressed through such inclusive 
religious practices? Explain. (Secure) 

3 Q3. ‘The sculptors filled the 
Chandella artform with resilient 
vigor and breadth of life.’ 
Elucidate. (10 M) 

 

   

4 Q4. How are climate change 
and the sea level rise affecting 
the very existence of many 
island nations? Discuss with 
examples. (10 M) 

1. “Antarctic ice loss, driven by unchecked 
carbon emissions, poses a significant threat 
to global sea levels”. Examine the long-term 
consequences of this ice loss for coastal 
ecosystems and human populations. (15 M) 
(Core batch, Env test -2) 

 
2. What factors contribute to the 

vulnerability of certain coastal cities to 
sinking? Discuss its impact and the 
measures that can be implemented to 
mitigate the impacts. (Flash Test-12) 

5 Q5. What are non-farm 
primary activities? How are 
these activities related to 
physiographic features in 
India? Discuss with suitable 
examples. (10 M) 
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6 Q6. Explain briefly the ecological 
and economic benefits of solar 
energy generation in India with 
suitable examples. (10 M) 

1. How can decentralized energy systems 
contribute to achieving energy access and 
sustainability goals in India? Highlight the 
importance of microgrids and solar 
rooftops in this context. (15 M) (Core 
Batch-2025) 

 
2. Why are desert regions suitable for solar 

power projects? Critically examine the 
geographical sustainability of expanding 
solar energy in India. (15M) (Lamp- 8th July) 

7 Q7. What are Tsunamis ? How 
and where are they formed ? 
What are their consequences ? 
Explain with examples. (10 M) 

1. Outline the geological causes of tsunamis? 
Discuss the vulnerability of India's eastern 
and western coasts to tsunami events with 
recent examples. (15M) (Lamp- 3rd Aug) 

 

 
2. Subduction zones are the most seismically 

active regions on Earth. Comment on the 
role of subduction zones in generating 
earthquakes and tsunamis, and their 
implications for affected regions. (15M) 
(IPM -2025, Geo test-2) 

8 Q8. How does smart city in 
India, address the issues of 
urban poverty and distributive 
justice ? (10 M) 

1. Urbanization in India has led to widening 
socio- spatial disparities. Analyse the 
patterns of these inequalities. What steps 
are needed to promote inclusive and 
balanced urban development? (10 
M) (I WIL-2025, Test 8) 
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2. India’s current urban growth trajectory is 

neither spatially balanced nor socially 
inclusive. Analyse this in light of the Urban 
Challenge Fund and suggest a roadmap for 
equitable urbanisation. (Secure-
28/05/2025) 

 

 
3. Examine the effectiveness of the Smart 

Cities Mission in enhancing urban quality of 
life. How can performance-based evaluation 
frameworks improve the mission’s 
outcomes? (Secure- 20/05/2025) 

 

 
4. Urban poverty is a growing concern in 

India’s cities. In this light, Examine the 
causes and consequences of urban 
poverty, and suggest potential solutions. 
(Secure- 23/08/2025) 

9 Q9. The ethos of civil service 
in India stand for the 
combination of 
professionalism with 
nationalistic consciousness – 
Elucidate. (10 M) 

 

10 Q10. Do you think that 
globalization results in only an 
aggressive consumer culture? 
Justify your answer. (10 M) 

1. “Consumer culture induced by globalization 
has led to a shift from need-based to 
aspiration driven consumption in India”. 
Examine its socio- economic implications. (10 
M) (Core Batch 2025, GS1 FLT) 
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11 Q11. Mahatma Jotirao Phule’s 
writings and efforts of social 
reforms touched issues of 
almost all subaltern classes. 
Discuss. (15 M) 

1. How did Jyotiba Phule’s educational 
philosophy differ from that of contemporary 
social reformers? Analyse his contribution 
to the emergence of a counter-narrative in 
colonial India’s socio-religious movements. 
(Secure- 01/05/2025) 

 

 
2. Examine the legacy of Jyotiba Phule in 

shaping India’s socio-political landscape. 
How have his ideas influenced subsequent 
reform movements? (Secure- 28/11/2024) 

12 Q12. Trace India’s consolidation 

process during early phase of 

1. “The consolidation of India as a nation was not 

only a political task but also a socio-cultural 

 independence in terms of polity, 
economy, education and 
international relations. (15 M) 

challenge”. Elucidate. (10 M) (Core batch-
2025, PI test) 

 

 
2. Examine the strategic, diplomatic, and 

administrative measures adopted by post- 
independence India to integrate princely 
states and ensure territorial unity. (15 M) 
(Lamp- 4th July) 

 

 
3. Discuss the challenges faced by India in 

integrating princely states post-
independence. How did Sardar Patel’s 
approach facilitate this integration? (10 M) 
(IPM 2025, PI test) 

13 Q13. The French Revolution 
has enduring relevance to the 
contemporary world. Explain. 
(15 M) 

1. “The French Revolution was not just a 
political upheaval but a social 
transformation”. Analyze the socio-economic 
impact of the French Revolution on French 
society. (10 M) (IPM-2025, WH test) 

 

 
2. Outline the ideological foundations of the 

American Revolution, analyse how these 
influenced the French Revolution, their 
combined impact on the modern world 
order. (Lamp- 5th- July) 
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14 Q14. Give a geographical 
explanation of the distribution 
of off-shore oil reserves of the 
world. How are they different 
from the on-shore occurrences 
of oil reserves? (15 M) 

 

15 Q15. How can Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) and drones be 
effectively used along with GIS 
and RS techniques in locational 
and areal planning? (15 M) 

1. “Drones offer immense potential, but 
regulatory frameworks are key”. Analyze the 
applications of drones across various sectors, 
highlighting the regulatory challenges faced 
in India. (15 M) (IPM-2025, S n T) 

16 Q16. Discuss how the changes 
in shape and sizes of continents 
and ocean basins of the planet 
take place due to tectonic 
movements of the crustal 
masses. (15 M) 

1. “Oceanic trenches are among the deepest 
and most significant underwater 
landforms”. Explain the formation of oceanic 
trenches. Assess their role in global tectonic 
processes and deep-sea ecosystems. (15 M) 
(IPM-2025, GS1 
FLT) 

   

 
2. Describe the major features of ocean floor 

topography. Discuss how these features are 
shaped by plate tectonics. Examine the 
emerging significance of seabed resources 
for the global economy. (15 M) (I WIL, Test 
8) 

 

 
3. “The theory of plate tectonics played a 

crucial role in integrating earlier 
fragmented geological ideas”. Evaluate how 
this theory provided a more comprehensive 
understanding of Earth's dynamic 
processes. (15 M) (Core Batch 2025, Geo 
Test-1) 

 

 
4. “The theory of Plate Tectonics unified the 

concepts of continental drift and seafloor 
spreading.” Examine this statement with 
suitable illustrations. (10M) (Lamp- 10th 
July) 
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17 Q17. Discuss the distribution 
and density of population in 
the Ganga River Basin with 
special reference to land, soil 
and water resources. (15 M) 

1. The distribution of population in India is 
highly uneven, leading to disparities in 
resource 
allocation and development”. Analyse the 
reasons and consequences of this uneven 
distribution. (Secure- 02/10/2024) 

18 Q18. How do you account for the 
growing fast food industries 
given that there are increased 
health concerns in modern 
society? 
Illustrate your answer with the 
Indian experience. (15 M) 

1. “Globalisation has brought with it rapid 
lifestyle changes that have reshaped health 
outcomes in India”. Critically analyze the 
link between globalisation and the increase 
in non- communicable diseases. (15 M) 
(Secure- 14/11/2024) 

19 Q19. Achieving sustainable 
growth with emphasis on 
environmental protection 
could come into conflict with 
poor people’s needs in a 
country like India – Comment. 
(15 M) 

1. “Environmental degradation in India 
exacerbates inequalities, 
disproportionately impacting vulnerable 
sections of society”. Discuss with relevant 
examples. (10 M) (IPM 2025) 

 
2. What is the carbon budget and how does 

it influence global climate targets? 
Examine the risks of shrinking carbon 
space. Explore how India can balance 
climate action with its development 
priorities. (15 M) (IPM-2025) 

20 Q20. Does tribal development 
in India centre around two 
axes, those of displacement 
and of rehabilitation? Give 
your opinion. (15 M) 

1. “The inclusion of tribal areas into the 
Indian mainstream has been marked by 
conflicts between development and 
identity”. Critically analyze the 
implications of post-independence tribal 
policies in shaping modern India. (15 M) 
(Core Batch 2025, PI test) 

 
2. “India’s tribal diversity presents unique 

socio- political challenges”. Critically analyze 
these challenges in the light of recent tribal 
movements and policy interventions aimed 
at tribal welfare. (15 M) (IPM-2025, Art + Soc 
test) 

 
3. “India’s tribal diversity presents unique 

socio- political challenges. Critically 
analyze these challenges in the light of 
recent tribal movements and policy 
interventions aimed at tribal welfare.” 
(SPG+, Test-3) 

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/

