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GHANA

Context: 
Prime Minister of India will make a historic two-day state 
visit to Ghana, the first by an Indian PM in over three 
decades.

About Ghana:
•	 Location: Situated along the Gulf of Guinea in West 

Africa.
•	 Capital: Accra.
•	 Neighbouring Countries: Burkina Faso, Togo, Côte 

d’Ivoire, and Atlantic Ocea.
•	 Geological & Physical Features:

o	 Mountains & Plateaus:

	 Dominated by dissected 
Precambrian peneplains with 
elevations rarely exceeding 900 
meters.

o	 Key mountain ranges:
	 Akwapim-Togo Ranges in the east 

(Mount Afadjato – highest peak at 
885 m).

	 Kwahu Plateau and Gambaga 
Scarp form major uplands and 
escarpments.

o	 Rivers & Lakes:

	 Volta River System dominates the 
landscape:

•	 Lake Volta: One of the 
largest artificial lakes 
globally (8,500 sq. km), 
created by the Akosombo 
Dam.

•	 Major tributaries: Black 
Volta, White Volta, and Oti 
rivers.

	 Other important rivers: Pra, 
Ankobra, Tano.

o	 Soil Types:

	 Lateritic Soils: Common across the 
forest and savanna zones.

	 Ochrosols: Fertile and well-drained 
soils found in forest and coastal 
regions—suitable for agriculture.

	 Akuse Clays: Heavy tropical black 
earths ideal for irrigation-based 
farming.

	 Vleisols and acidic gray earths 
dominate less fertile coastal 
savanna zones.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Context: 
Indian Prime Minister has scheduled a historic diplomatic 
visit to Trinidad and Tobago, marking the first-ever bilateral 
PM-level visit, intensifying India’s engagement with the 
Global South.

About Trinidad and Tobago:
•	 Geographical Location:

o	 Country: Trinidad and Tobago, an island 
nation in the southeastern West Indies.

o	 Capital: Port of Spain, located on Trinidad’s 
northwestern coast.

o	 Neighbouring Countries: Lies northeast of 
Venezuela, northwest of Guyana, separated 
by the Gulf of Paria. (All are maritime 
boundaries).

•	 Main Islands:

o	 Trinidad: Larger island, area ~4,800 sq. km.
o	 Tobago: Smaller island, ~300 sq. km, located 

30 km northeast of Trinidad.
o	 Little Tobago: Tiny island near Tobago, once 

habitat of the bird of paradise.

https://www.timesnownews.com/videos/times-now/india/modi-to-go-on-longest-foreign-visit-in-decade-ghana-namibiatrinidad-tobago-argentina-brazil-video-152190130
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/01/08/burkina-faso/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-geography/physical-geography-of-the-world/biogeography/biomes-2/savanna-biome/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/09/2-salient-features-savanna-climate-examine-role-fire-creation-maintenance-savanna-vegetation/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/03/09/2-salient-features-savanna-climate-examine-role-fire-creation-maintenance-savanna-vegetation/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/01/17/global-south-and-india/
https://www.britannica.com/place/Trinidad-and-Tobago
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/02/01/ocean-coordination-mechanism-ocm/
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•	 Mountain Ranges:

o	 Trinidad:
	 Northern Range: Extension of 

Venezuela’s Andes and Mount Aripo 
(940 m) is the highest peak.

	 Central Range: Contains Mount 
Tamana (308 m).

	 Southern Range: Low hills across 
the island’s southern flank.

o	 Tobago:
	 Dominated by the Main Ridge 

(~550 m), extending NE–SW into 
coral plains.

•	 Rivers & Swamps:

o	 Major Rivers: Ortoire (south), Caroni 
(north).

o	 Wetlands: Caroni Swamp, Nariva Swamp – 
critical biodiversity hotspots.

•	 Unique Features:

o	 Pitch Lake (Trinidad): Largest natural asphalt 
deposit.

o	 Mud Volcanoes: Notably Devil’s Woodyard 
from gas and water seepages.

o	 Coral Reefs: Buccoo Reef in Tobago, 
renowned for marine biodiversity, now 
endangered due to tourism and pollution.

•	 Climate Highlights:

o	 Type: Tropical, humid with sea breeze 
moderation.

o	 Temperature: 25°C to 32°C and cooler Jan–
Feb, warmer Apr–May & Oct.

RUSSIA OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED 
THE TALIBAN

Context: 
Russia officially recognised the Taliban-led Islamic Emirate 
of Afghanistan, becoming the first country to do so formally 
since the regime’s 2021 takeover.

About Russia:

•	 Location: Located in Northern Eurasia, spanning 
both Eastern Europe and Northern Asia.

o	 World’s largest country, covering approx. 17 
million sq. km and stretching across 11 time 
zones.

•	 Capital: Moscow
•	 Neighbouring Countries:

o	 Russia shares borders with 16 nations, the 
most of any country:

o	 Norway, Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Poland (via Kaliningrad), Belarus, Ukraine, 
Georgia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, 
China, North Korea

o	 Maritime Boundaries: Japan (via Sea of 
Okhotsk), USA (via Bering Strait)

•	 Governance Model:

o	 Russia is a federal semi-presidential 
republic.

o	 President: Vladimir Putin (Head of State)
o	 Prime Minister: Mikhail Mishustin (Head of 

Government)
•	 Geological & Physical Features:

o	 Mountain Ranges:

	 Ural Mountains: Divide Europe and 
Asia.

	 Caucasus Mountains: Home to 
Mount Elbrus, the highest peak in 
Europe.

	 Altai, Sayan, and Kamchatka 
Ranges in Siberia.

o	 Rivers & Lakes:

	 Volga River: Longest river in Europe.
	 Lena, Yenisei, and Ob Rivers: Major 

Siberian rivers draining into the 
Arctic.

	 Lake Baikal: World’s deepest and 
oldest freshwater lake.

	 Lake Ladoga: Largest lake in Europe.
o	 Landscapes & Zone:

	 Includes tundra, taiga (boreal 
forest), steppes, and semi-deserts.

	 Vast permafrost zones in 
Siberia, hindering infrastructure 
development.

	 Rich in natural resources: oil, 
natural gas, metals, and timber.

ARGENTINA

Context: Prime Minister of India arrived in Buenos Aires 
on an official visit to Argentina, to enhance cooperation in 
defence, energy, agriculture, and trade.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/01/20/chancay-peru/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/environment/unique-ecosystems-degradation-and-management/wetland-ecosystem/
https://www.wri.org/research/reefs-risk-revisited/tobago-sustainable-future-buccoo-reef
https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/taliban/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/europe/kremlins-new-stance-russia-first-to-officially-recognise-afghanistans-taliban-government-will-foster-bilateral-ties/articleshow/122238949.cms
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/08/26/india-and-the-northern-sea-route/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/01/11/comparison-of-the-indian-and-french-constitutions/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/01/11/comparison-of-the-indian-and-french-constitutions/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/mount-elbrus/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/12/12/caspian-sea/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-geography/physical-geography-of-the-world/biogeography/biomes-3/temperate-grassland-biome/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/buenos-aires-river-turns-red/
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About Argentina:
•	 Location: Argentina is in southern South America.
•	 Capital: Buenos Aires
•	 Neighbours: Chile (west), Bolivia and Paraguay 

(north), Brazil and Uruguay (northeast), and the 
Atlantic Ocean (east).

Geography of Argentina
•	 Mountains: The Andes along the western edge 

include Mount Aconcagua (6,959 m), the highest 
peak in South America.

•	 Rivers: Major rivers include the Paraná, Uruguay, 
Pilcomayo, Bermejo, and Santa Cruz.

•	 Other Features:
o	 Pampas: Fertile plains ideal for farming and 

cattle grazing.
o	 Patagonia: Cold, windswept region in the 

south with glaciers and steppe landscapes.
o	 Gran Chaco & Mesopotamia: Subtropical 

lowlands with seasonal rivers and wetlands.
o	 Coastline: About 2,900 miles (4,700 km) 

along the Atlantic Ocean.

India–Argentina Relations:
•	 Diplomatic Ties: Established in 1949, with growing 

collaboration in political, economic, and scientific 
fields.

•	 Trade: Bilateral trade has expanded, especially 
in agricultural products, pharmaceuticals, and 
industrial machinery.

•	 Energy & Mining: India is investing in Argentina’s 
lithium reserves—a key resource for electric vehicle 
batteries.

SEINE RIVER

Context: 
For the first time since 1923, France has reopened the River 
Seine for public swimming, following extensive clean-up 
efforts ahead of the Paris Olympics.

About Seine River:
•	 What it is?

o	 One of Europe’s major historic rivers and a 
vital inland waterway.

•	 Located in: Northern France, traversing key regions 
including Île-de-France and Normandy.

Origin and Course:
•	 Source: Rises at Mont Tasselot in the Côte d’Or 

region of Burgundy at an altitude of 1,545 feet.
•	 Length: Extends 780 km (485 miles).
•	 Mouth: Empties into the English Channel at Le 

Havre.

Geography and Flow:
•	 Flows northwest through Paris, joining several 

tributaries—Aube, Yonne, Marne, and Oise.
•	 Features sluggish flow and navigability due to low 

elevation gradient (only 80 feet above sea level at 
Paris).

•	 Experiences tidal bore (mascaret) at estuary, 
although this has lessened due to dredging.

Economic Significance:
•	 Major commercial navigation route, especially 

below Paris, linking to Le Havre and Rouen.
•	 Connects to Rhine, Belgian, Loire, and Saône-Rhône 

waterways.
•	 Recent upgrades made the river swimmable again, 

promoting tourism and ecological restoration.

NAMIBIA

Context: Prime Minister visited Namibia, the first Indian PM 
in 27 years, to sign key agreements including the introduction 
of UPI and to strengthen India’s ties with the Global South.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pm-modi-arrives-in-argentina-on-two-day-visit/article69775387.ece
https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-geography/physical-geography-of-the-world/biogeography/biomes-3/temperate-grassland-biome/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/07/26/argentina/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/07/29/the-identification-of-lithium-deposits-in-india-has-the-potential-to-greatly-influence-the-nations-energy-security-and-economic-progress-discuss/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/jul/06/paris-river-seine-public-swimming-after-century-long-ban
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/04/25/indian-inland-waterways/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/08/05/insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-05-august-2019/english-channel/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/12/02/upi-revolutionizing-digital-payment/
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About Namibia:
•	 Location: Namibia lies in southwestern Africa, 

offering access to the Atlantic Ocean and serving as 
a strategic gateway to the African interior.

•	 Capital: Windhoek.
•	 Neighbours: Angola, Zambia, Botswana, South 

Africa, Atlantic Ocean.
•	 Geological Features

o	 Major Rivers: Kunene, Okavango, 
Zambezi, and Orange are the main 
rivers, flowing along borders and vital 
for irrigation and regional cooperation.

o	 Namib Desert: Located along the west 
coast, it is hyper-arid, famous for the 
Skeleton Coast and rich in minerals like 
diamonds and uranium.

o	 Kalahari Desert: A semi-arid sandy 
region in the east, it merges into savanna 
grasslands, supporting scattered pastoral 
activity.

o	 Mountains: Brandberg, at 2,573 m, is 
Namibia’s highest peak and part of the 
western escarpment, known for rock art 
and biodiversity.

o	 Central Plateau: This elevated zone 
is Namibia’s agricultural heartland, 
housing the Fish River Canyon and saline 
Etosha Pan.

o	 Soils: Fertile soils are found in Otavi 
Highlands and Caprivi Strip, while other 
areas have infertile sandy or rocky 
terrain.

o	 Climate: Characterized by arid to semi-
arid conditions, rainfall is <50 mm on 
the coast and exceeds 600 mm in the 
Caprivi Strip, with frequent droughts 
inland.

BULGARIA

Context: 
EU finance ministers have officially approved Bulgaria’s entry 
into the eurozone from January 1, 2026, making it the 21st 
member of the single currency area.

About Bulgaria:
•	 Location: Southeastern Europe; eastern part of the 

Balkan Peninsula
•	 Capital: Sofia
•	 Neighbours: Romania, Black Sea, Turkey and Greece, 

Serbia and North Macedonia.
•	 Geographical Features of Bulgaria

o	 Major River: The  Danube River  forms 
Bulgaria’s northern border with 
Romania.

o	 It is a key transportation route and 
supports agriculture, trade, and tourism.

•	 Mountains:
o	 Balkan Mountains (Central Spine) – Also 

called Stara Planina, they run east-west, 
dividing Bulgaria into northern and 
southern regions.

o	 Rila and Rhodope Ranges (South)  – 
Home to  Musala Peak  (highest in the 
Balkans) and scenic landscapes, popular 
for hiking and skiing.

•	 Other Natural Landmarks:
o	 Black Sea Coastline (Eastern 

Tourism Hub)  – Famous for resorts 
like  Sunny Beach  and historic cities 
like Varna and Burgas.

o	 Sofia Basin (West)  – A fertile lowland 
where the capital  Sofia  is located, 
surrounded by mountains.

•	 Cultural Crossroad of East and West:
o	 Blends  Slavic, Ottoman, Greek, and 

Thracian influences.
o	 Known for  Orthodox churches, 

https://indianexpress.com/article/political-pulse/pm-modi-in-namibia-for-final-leg-of-diplomatic-tour-jdu-to-launch-campaign-on-voter-list-revision-10112713/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/orange/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-geography/physical-geography-of-the-world/biogeography/biomes-2/savanna-biome/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-geography/physical-geography-of-the-world/biogeography/biomes-2/savanna-biome/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/environment/biodiversity/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/11/12/digital-euro/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/fr/press-room/20250704IPR29443/parliament-endorses-bulgaria-s-adoption-of-the-euro
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/12/30/crimea/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/06/07/kosovo-serbia-conflict/
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Ottoman mosques, Roman ruins, 
and diverse  cuisine  (yogurt, banitsa, 
kebapche).

About Eurozone:  The Single Currency Area
•	 What it is?

o	 A monetary union of European Union (EU) 
countries that use the euro (€) as their 
official currency.

•	 Established: 1999 (virtual transactions), 2002 
(physical euro notes and coins)

•	 Governing Institutions: European Central Bank 
(ECB), Eurogroup, and national central banks

•	 Key Features:

o	 Single Currency: Enables seamless cross-
border trade and travel within the EU

o	 Monetary Integration: Coordinated interest 
rates and inflation targeting

o	 Stability Mechanisms: Includes bailout 
frameworks (e.g., ESM) and fiscal oversight

o	 Eligibility Criteria: Low inflation, stable 
exchange rates, sound public finances 
(Maastricht criteria)

o	 Members: 20 countries before Bulgaria and 
Croatia was the most recent entrant (2023)

MAHISAGAR (MAHI) RIVER

Context: 
A section of the Gambhira bridge near Mujpur in Vadodara, 
Gujarat collapsed on 9 July 2025, causing multiple vehicles 
to fall into the Mahisagar River, resulting in nine confirmed 
deaths.

About Mahisagar (Mahi) River:
•	 What It Is?

o	 The Mahisagar or Mahi River is one of 
the few west-flowing rivers in peninsular 
India, revered for its cultural and ecological 
significance.

•	 Origin: Near Minda village in Dhar district, Madhya 
Pradesh

o	 Approximately 500 meters above sea level 
in the Vindhya Range

•	 States It Flows Through: Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
and Gujarat.

o	 Mouth of the River:

o	 Empties into: Arabian Sea via the Gulf of 
Khambhat.

o	 Mouth Type: Wide estuary
•	 Length and Drainage Basin:

o	 Total Length: 583 km
o	 Total Basin Area: 34,842 sq. km

•	 Major Dams on Mahi River: Mahi Bajaj Sagar Dam 
(Rajasthan), Kadana Dam (Gujarat), and Wanakbori 
Weir.

•	 Cities and Districts Along the Course:

o	 Dhar, Ratlam (MP)
o	 Banswara (Rajasthan)
o	 Mahisagar, Vadodara, Kheda (Gujarat)

•	 Uniqueness of the Mahi River:

o	 West-flowing River: One of the rare rivers in 
peninsular India flowing westward into the 
Arabian Sea.

o	 Intersects the Tropic of Cancer twice — a 
rare geographic occurrence unique to Indian 
rivers.

o	 Cultural relevance: Referred to as 
Mahisagar, worshipped along its banks with 
several temples nearby.

o	 Biodiversity hotspot: Supports turtles, 
crocodiles, and island ecosystems in dam 
backwaters.

DHOLERA SPECIAL INVESTMENT 
REGION

Context: 
The Ambassador of Japan to India, Mr. Keiichi Ono, led 
a high-level business delegation to the Dholera Special 
Investment Region (SIR) to explore strategic cooperation in 
semiconductors and smart cities.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-history/other-topics/integration-of-europe/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/28/the-european-union/
https://m.economictimes.com/news/india/gujarat-bridge-collapse-at-least-three-dead-as-vehicles-fall-into-mahisagar-river/articleshow/122333411.cms
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/3-killed-after-vehicles-fall-into-river-as-bridge-collapses-in-gujarat-8846889
https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/vindhyan-range/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/12/18/what-are-the-features-of-west-flowing-rivers-of-india-assess-the-importance-of-west-flowing-rivers-in-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-geography/physical-geography-of-the-world/origin-and-evolution-of-universe-solar-system/latitude-and-longitude-including-important-parallels-and-meridians/important-parallels-of-latitude/
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About Dholera Special Investment Region:
•	 What is Dholera SIR?

o	 Dholera SIR is India’s first greenfield smart 
industrial city, developed as a Special 
Investment Region under the Delhi–
Mumbai Industrial Corridor (DMIC). 

o	 It is designed to be a self-sustaining ecosystem 
driven by advanced manufacturing, digital 
governance, and sustainable urban living.

•	 Location:

o	 Situated ~100 km southwest of Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat.

o	 Spans over 920 sq. km., covering 22 villages 
in Dholera taluka, Ahmedabad district.

•	 History & Institutional Framework:

o	 Established under the Gujarat SIR Act, 2009.
o	 DSIRDA (Dholera Special Investment Region 

Development Authority) oversees planning 
and land management.

o	 Implemented by Dholera Industrial City 
Development Ltd. (DICDL) — a joint venture 
between the NICDC Trust (Central Govt) and 
Govt of Gujarat.

•	 Key Features of Dholera SIR:

o	 Smart Infrastructure & Digitization:
	 Integrated Command & Control 

Centre (ICCC) for real-time urban 
management.

	 Plug-and-play industrial zones, 
e-governance portals, and utility 
integration.

o	 Connectivity & Logistics:
	 Linked to Ahmedabad via a 6-lane 

Expressway and MRTS corridor.
	 Dholera Greenfield International 

Airport under construction with site 
and environmental clearances.

o	 Economic Sectors Targeted: Hosts India’s 
first semiconductor fab by Tata Electronics 
and Taiwan’s PSMC under the Semicon India 
Programme.

o	 Urban & Social Planning: Six Town Planning 
Schemes (TPS) sanctioned to guide phased 
development.

o	 Sustainability & Livability:
	 Platinum-rated industrial smart 

city promoting non-polluting 
industries.

	 Aims to generate over 8 lakh jobs 
while ensuring high quality of life 
and environmental stewardship.

•	 Significance:

o	 Aligns with India’s Vision 2047 for a self-
reliant, innovation-driven economy.

o	 Acts as a model for future smart and 
sustainable cities in India.

o	 Strengthens India–Japan strategic 
cooperation in industrial corridors and high-
tech investments.

VULNERABILITY OF DELHI-NCR TO 
EARTHQUAKES

Context: 
A 4.4 magnitude earthquake with epicentre in Jhajjar 
(Haryana) shook Delhi-NCR recently, reviving concerns about 
the region’s high seismic vulnerability.

About Vulnerability of Delhi-NCR to Earthquakes:
•	 What is Delhi’s seismic risk?

•	 Delhi lies in Seismic Zone IV, classified as 
a high-damage risk zone by the Bureau of 
Indian Standards (BIS).

•	 The region is prone to moderate to strong 
earthquakes, with magnitudes reaching 5–6 
occasionally and potential for 7+ magnitude 
events.

•	 How vulnerable is Delhi-NCR?

•	 Dense population, unregulated 
construction, and aging infrastructure make 
Delhi highly susceptible to earthquake-
induced damage.

•	 The National Center for Seismology (NCS) 
has highlighted frequent tremors from 
shallow-focus quakes due to nearby active 
faults.

•	 Reasons Behind Earthquake Vulnerability:

•	 Proximity to Himalayan Frontal Thrust: Delhi 
is close to the tectonically active Himalayan 
belt, where the Indian and Eurasian plates 
collide, generating deep-seated stress.

•	 Active Fault Lines Across NCR: Major fault 
systems include the Delhi-Haridwar Ridge, 
Delhi-Moradabad Fault, Sohna Fault, and 
Mahendragarh-Dehradun Fault, increasing 

https://dholera.gujarat.gov.in/about_us
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/07/26/union-budget-2024-25-twelve-investment-ready-plug-and-play-industrial-parks-to-be-created/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/07/26/union-budget-2024-25-twelve-investment-ready-plug-and-play-industrial-parks-to-be-created/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/08/12/what-are-special-economic-zones-sezs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/governance/e-governance/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/ancient-indian-history/harappan-indus-valley-civilization/town-planning/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/ancient-indian-history/harappan-indus-valley-civilization/town-planning/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-geography/physical-geography-of-the-world/geomorphology/internal-forces-their-impact/earthquakes/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/earthquake/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/high-speed-rail-ncr/
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seismic risk.
•	 Subsurface Weak Zones: Seismic studies 

identify lineaments like the Yamuna and 
Ganga River faults, indicating deep crustal 
weaknesses.

•	 Historical Seismicity Pattern: Delhi has 
experienced at least five quakes of 5.5–6.7 
magnitude since 1720, indicating recurring 
seismic events.

•	 Rapid Urbanisation Without Seismic Code 
Compliance: Unplanned growth and lack 
of enforcement of IS-1893 seismic design 
codes elevate structural vulnerability.

TADOBA ANDHARI TIGER RESERVE

Context: 
The National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) has approved coal 
mining in Maharashtra’s Chandrapur district within a vital 
tiger corridor connecting three key reserves, sparking 
ecological concerns.

•	 This area lies between Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve, 
Kanhargaon, and Tipeshwar Wildlife Sanctuaries—
crucial for tiger movement and gene flow.

About Tadoba Andhari Tiger Reserve:
•	 What It Is?

o	 TATR is one of India’s oldest and most 
prominent Project Tiger reserves, comprising 
Tadoba National Park (1955) and Andhari 
Wildlife Sanctuary (1986), later merged in 
1995.

•	 Location: Situated in Chandrapur district, 
Maharashtra, it covers 622.87 sq km including 
reserved and protected forests. 

o	 It falls under the Central Indian Tiger 
Landscape.

•	 Historical Roots:
o	 Named after the tribal deity Taru, whose 

shrine stands by the Tadoba Lake. 
o	 The region was once a hunting ground for 

Gond and Maratha rulers before protection 
laws came into force.

•	 Ecological Features: 
o	 Home to tigers, leopards, sloth bears, gaurs, 

and diverse birdlife. 
o	 Key rivers like Andhari, Era, and Tadoba Lake 

support the lush tropical deciduous forest.
•	 Neighbouring Corridors: Linked to Tipeshwar 

(Yavatmal) and Kanhargaon, forming an essential 
tiger dispersal corridor for maintaining genetic 
diversity and reducing human-wildlife conflict.

Coal Mining in the News: Durgapur Opencast Project
•	 What It Is?

o	 The Durgapur Opencast Mine by Western 
Coalfields Ltd received NBWL clearance to 
divert 80.77 hectares of forest land within 
the tiger corridor.

•	 Project Features:

o	 Lies between Tadoba–Kanhargaon–
Tipeshwar, critical tiger linkage.

o	 Approval came with Rs. 18.07 crore Wildlife 
Management Plan prepared by Wildlife 
Institute of India (WII).

o	 Measures include fencing, removal of 
invasive prosopis, and field surveys to 
minimize wildlife disruption.

SIERRA LEONE WORLD HERITAGE

Context: 
Tiwai Island and Gola Rainforest in Sierra Leone have been 
declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site, the country’s first.

About Sierra Leone World Heritage Site:
•	 What is it?

o	 A natural heritage site comprising:
	 Tiwai Island Wildlife Sanctuary
	 Gola Rainforest National Park 

(GRNP)
•	 Location: Situated in southern Sierra Leone, along 

the Moa River, near the Liberia border.
•	 Unique Features:
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o	 Tiwai Island:
	 Only 12 sq. km, yet hosts 11 

species of primates, including 
endangered western chimpanzees, 
Diana monkeys, and king colobus 
monkeys.

	 Acts as a biodiversity research hub 
and ecotourism model in West 
Africa.

o	 Gola Rainforest:
	 Largest tropical rainforest in Sierra 

Leone.
	 Home to pygmy hippopotamuses, 

African forest elephants, and 
hundreds of bird and insect species.

	 Key region for carbon sequestration, 
climate regulation, and genetic 
biodiversity.

About Sierra Leone:
•	 Capital: Freetown, located on the Sierra Leone 

Peninsula, commands one of the world’s largest 
natural harbours.

•	 Neighbouring Countries: Guinea, Liberia, and 
Atlantic Ocean

•	 Key Geographical Features

o	 Rivers:
	 Major rivers include Moa, Sewa, 

Mano, and Rokel.
	 Rivers originate in Fouta Djallon 

highlands of Guinea and flow 
southwest.

o	 Mountains:
	 Mount Bintimani (Loma Mansa) – 

Highest peak at 6,391 ft (1,948 m).
	 Tingi Hills, Sula Plateau, and Kambui 

Schists add to rugged terrain.
o	 Coastal & Inland Plains:

	 Mangrove swamps, lateritic soils, 
and seasonally flooded Bolilands.

	 Tropical climate with high rainfall 
and Harmattan winds in dry season.

o	 Natural Resources:
	 Rich in diamonds, gold, bauxite, and 

rutile.
	 Agriculture and mining are primary 

occupations.

PAVANA RIVER

Context: Citizens staged a creative protest in Akurdi (Pune) 
against the ₹1,500-crore Pavana River Rejuvenation Project, 
approved recently by the PCMC, citing threats to biodiversity 
and natural ecology.

About Pavana River:
•	 Location: Pune district, Maharashtra.
•	 Origin: Arises 6 km south of Lonavala in the Western 

Ghats.
•	 Course: Flows eastward then turns south; passes 

through Dehu, Chinchwad, Pimpri, Dapodi, and 
merges with the Mula River near Pune.

•	 Confluence Chain:
o	 Pavana → Mula → Mula-Mutha → Bhima → 

Krishna River.
•	 Tributaries of Pavana:

o	 Pavana has no major left/right-bank 
tributaries, but collects rain-fed seasonal 
streams from hilly terrain along its course.

•	 Environmental Concerns Raised by Citizens:
o	 Ecological Degradation: Over 80% of funds 

go to construction (walls, walkways), risking 
loss of native species like birds, turtles, and 
reptiles.

o	 Cultural Erosion: Riverbanks linked to 
Chinchwad’s heritage face threat, sacred 
trees and local rituals may be displaced.

o	 Cosmetic Urbanisation: Project prioritizes 
beautification over river health, masking 
ecological damage as “rejuvenation”.

o	 Pollution & Water Misuse: Silt, industrial 
waste pollute the river. Bombay HC flagged 
illegal diversion of river water for cricket 
stadium upkeep (2018).

SOUTH CHINA SEA

Context:
 The United States Navy will construct two military boat repair 
facilities in Palawan, Philippines, facing the South China Sea, 
to strengthen maritime security amid rising tensions with 
China in the contested region.
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About South China Sea:
•	 What It Is?

o	 The South China Sea is the largest marginal 
sea of the western Pacific Ocean, known for 
its strategic and economic importance due 
to rich marine biodiversity, oil reserves, and 
critical shipping lanes.

•	 Location:

o	 Located between Southeast Asia and 
China, it connects to the Pacific via the 
Luzon Strait and to the Indian Ocean 
through the Strait of Malacca.

o	 Major geographic features include:
	 China Sea Basin: Deepest point 

(~5,000 m).
	 Palawan Trough and Sunda Shelf: 

Vital undersea features.
•	 Neighbouring Nations:

o	 Direct claimants or stakeholders include: 
China, Vietnam, Philippines, Malaysia, 
Brunei, and Taiwan.

o	 The sea borders the Philippines (east), 
Vietnam (west), Malaysia & Borneo (south), 
and China (north).

•	 Disputes & Strategic Importance:

o	 China claims nearly 90% of the sea under 
its “Nine-Dash Line,” overlapping with EEZs 
of ASEAN countries.

o	 Key flashpoints:
	 Spratly Islands, Paracel Islands, 

Scarborough Shoal.
	 Frequent standoffs between 

Chinese and Philippine vessels.
o	 The sea is a major global trade route and is 

central to U.S.–China strategic rivalry.
•	 Rivers Draining into It:

o	 Major rivers:
	 Mekong River (Vietnam)

	 Red River
	 Other smaller rivers from Malaysia, 

Philippines, and China.

BOLIVIA

Context: 
India dispatched 3 lakh doses of Measles-Rubella vaccine to 
Bolivia amid a disease outbreak, reaffirming its commitment 
to Global South health diplomacy.

About Bolivia:
•	 Location: Landlocked country in west-central South 

America.
•	 Capitals: La Paz (administrative), Sucre 

(constitutional).
•	 Neighbours: Borders Brazil, Paraguay, Argentina, 

Chile, and Peru.
•	 Geographical Extent: Spans ~1,500 km north-south 

and ~1,300 km east-west.
•	 Physiographic Features of Bolivia:

o	 Andes Mountains: Hosts Cordillera 
Occidental and Cordillera Oriental, with Mt. 
Sajama (6,542 m) as the highest peak.

o	 Altiplano Plateau: A flat, high plain 
(~12,000 ft elevation), housing Lake 
Titicaca and (formerly) Lake Poopó.

o	 Salt Flats: Home to Uyuni Salt Flat, the 
world’s largest (~10,400 sq. km).

o	 Yungas Region: Rainy, forested slopes 
descending from the Andes into valleys.

o	 Amazon Drainage: Rivers like Beni, 
Mamoré, and Iténez contribute to the 
Amazon basin.

o	 Chaco and Oriente: Hot lowlands in the 
south and tropical rainforests in the north 
and east.

•	 India–Bolivia Bilateral Relations:

o	 Vaccine Diplomacy: India’s recent vaccine 
aid is part of broader South-South 
Cooperation under India’s Development 
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Partnership Programme.
o	 Health Support: The consignment included 

Measles-Rubella vaccines and supplies to 
counter Bolivia’s health emergency.

o	 Strategic Engagement: India and Bolivia 
share warm ties, especially in multilateral 
platforms like the G77, NAM, and BRICS 
outreach events.

o	 Energy & Minerals: Bolivia is rich in lithium 
and has shown interest in technology and 
energy collaboration with India.

BOLIVIA

Context: 
India dispatched 3 lakh doses of Measles-Rubella vaccine to 
Bolivia amid a disease outbreak, reaffirming its commitment 
to Global South health diplomacy.

About Bolivia:
•	 Location: Landlocked country in west-central South 

America.
•	 Capitals: La Paz (administrative), Sucre 

(constitutional).
•	 Neighbours: Borders Brazil, Paraguay, Argentina, 

Chile, and Peru.
•	 Geographical Extent: Spans ~1,500 km north-south 

and ~1,300 km east-west.
•	 Physiographic Features of Bolivia:

o	 Andes Mountains: Hosts Cordillera 
Occidental and Cordillera Oriental, with Mt. 
Sajama (6,542 m) as the highest peak.

o	 Altiplano Plateau: A flat, high plain 
(~12,000 ft elevation), housing Lake 
Titicaca and (formerly) Lake Poopó.

o	 Salt Flats: Home to Uyuni Salt Flat, the 
world’s largest (~10,400 sq. km).

o	 Yungas Region: Rainy, forested slopes 
descending from the Andes into valleys.

o	 Amazon Drainage: Rivers like Beni, 
Mamoré, and Iténez contribute to the 

Amazon basin.
o	 Chaco and Oriente: Hot lowlands in the 

south and tropical rainforests in the north 
and east.

•	 India–Bolivia Bilateral Relations:

o	 Vaccine Diplomacy: India’s recent vaccine 
aid is part of broader South-South 
Cooperation under India’s Development 
Partnership Programme.

o	 Health Support: The consignment included 
Measles-Rubella vaccines and supplies to 
counter Bolivia’s health emergency.

o	 Strategic Engagement: India and Bolivia 
share warm ties, especially in multilateral 
platforms like the G77, NAM, and BRICS 
outreach events.

o	 Energy & Minerals: Bolivia is rich in lithium 
and has shown interest in technology and 
energy collaboration with India.

MARUNGUR EXCAVATION

Context: 
The Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology (TNSDA) 
has completed the Marungur excavation in Cuddalore 
district, unearthing a habitation-cum-burial site dating from 
the Iron Age to Early Historic Period.

About Marungur excavation:
•	 What it is?

o	 A multidisciplinary archaeological 
excavation aimed at uncovering prehistoric 
settlements and burial systems spanning 
the Iron Age to Early Historic period, led by 
the TNSDA.

•	 Location:  Located in Panruti taluk, Cuddalore 
district, Tamil Nadu, between the Thenpennai 
and Vada Vellar rivers, part of the ancient Naduvil 
Mandalam region.

•	 Key Features:

o	 Habitation mound & burial site: Both 
components found together — rare for 
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Tamil Nadu.
o	 Artifacts: 95 items including Tamil-Brahmi 

potsherds, terracotta ware, microliths, 
beads, bone tools, conch shells, iron 
implements, antimony rods, and Chola-era 
coins.

o	 Advanced techniques: Used UAV mapping, 
LiDAR, AMS carbon dating, and phytolith 
analysis for precise chronology.

o	 Burial system: Megalithic urn burials with 
concentric laterite stone circles, grave 
goods, iron swords, and jasper beads.

o	 Stratified excavation: Trench layers showed 
clear anthropogenic activity up to 6 m, 
revealing continuous occupation.

•	 Significance:

o	 Chronological breakthrough: Sheds light on 
the transition from Iron Age to Early Historic 
life in Naduvil Nadu.

o	 Epigraphic value: Rare Tamil-Brahmi 
inscriptions found on grave pots — among 
the earliest scripts in Tamil Nadu.

o	 Cultural evolution: Offers evidence of urban 
settlement patterns, trade links (Arikamedu, 
Poompuhar), and burial rituals.

BITRA ISLAND

Context: 
The Lakshadweep administration issued a notification 
to acquire Bitra Island for defence purposes, triggering 
strong opposition from locals and political leaders citing 
constitutional and livelihood concerns.

About Bitra Island:
•	 What is Bitra Island?

o	 Bitra is the smallest inhabited island in the 
Lakshadweep archipelago.

o	 It spans just 0.105 sq. km in land area, with 
a lagoon area of 45.61 sq. km.

o	 It is known for its ecological significance 
and the shrine of Malik Mulla, a revered 
Arab saint.

•	 Location and Administrative Control:

o	 Lies at 11°36′N and 72°11′E, about 483 km 
west of Kochi.

o	 Falls under the Union Territory of 
Lakshadweep, administered by the 
Lakshadweep Administration.

•	 Geographical and Climatic Features

o	 Features a coral reef-protected lagoon, 
maintaining calm waters even during 
monsoon.

o	 Climate is tropical and humid, resembling 
Kerala’s climate, with average rainfall of 
1600 mm annually.

o	 Population as per 2011 Census: 271 
residents, including 105 families.

•	 Strategic and Defence Importance:

o	 Geostrategic Location:
	 Bitra lies along key international 

shipping lanes in the Arabian Sea.
	 Offers proximity to the Strait of 

Hormuz and Malacca route, vital 
for maritime surveillance.

o	 Defence Proposal:
	 Proposed for acquisition to build a 

defence outpost, enhancing India’s 
maritime domain awareness.

	 Would join INS Dweeprakshak 
(Kavaratti) and INS Jatayu (Minicoy) 
as part of India’s naval presence.

o	 National Security Argument: Cited for 
strategic positioning and logistical challenges 
in retaining civilian habitation on a defence-
sensitive island.

•	 Controversy and Protests:

o	 Local Opposition: Locals launched a “Save 
Bitra Island” campaign, including public 
protests and social media mobilisation.

o	 Legal Framework:
	 Acquisition to proceed under the 

Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation 
and Resettlement Act, 2013.

	 A Social Impact Assessment (SIA) 
has been ordered and survey to be 
completed within two months.

•	 Significance:

o	 Raises tension between national security 
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and indigenous rights.
o	 Highlights challenges in securing strategic 

islands without undermining local identity, 
culture, and consent.

o	 Marks the third such defence expansion in 
Lakshadweep, reflecting India’s growing 
naval assertiveness in the Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR).

KARENIA MIKIMOTOI-INDUCED 
TOXIC ALGAL BLOOM

Context: 
A massive Karenia mikimotoi-induced toxic algal bloom off 
South Australia has killed over 400 marine species, disrupting 
fisheries and tourism.

•	 This climate-aggravated bloom, spanning 4,500 
sq. km, is being termed a natural disaster by state 
authorities.

About Karenia mikimotoi-induced toxic algal bloom:
•	 What is Karenia mikimotoi?

o	 A toxic dinoflagellate species responsible 
for harmful algal blooms (HABs) globally.

o	 Produces reactive oxygen species and 
ichthyotoxins—not directly harmful to 
humans but deadly to marine organisms.

•	 Varieties and Relatives:

o	 Belongs to the Karenia genus, also includes 
Karenia brevis (known for Florida red tides 
and brevetoxins).

o	 K. mikimotoi is less toxic to humans, but 
lethal to fish, shellfish, echinoderms, 
and marine invertebrates due to oxygen 
depletion.

•	 Key Features:

o	 Lacks a cellulose cell wall (athecate) – 
fragile, easily ruptured in water.

o	 Causes hypoxic or anoxic conditions as 
large blooms decompose.

o	 Triggers massive fish kills, particularly 
during marine heatwaves.

o	 Toxins affect fish gills, cause stress, 
disorientation, and mortality.

o	 No known human illness from ingestion, 
but indirect impacts are severe.

About South Australia:
•	 Geographic Location:

o	 South-central Australia, bordered by 
Western Australia, Northern Territory, 
Queensland, New South Wales, and 
Victoria.

o	 Southern boundary opens to the Great 
Australian Bight (Southern Ocean).

o	 Capital: Adelaide
•	 Geographical Features:

o	 Area: ~983,482 sq. km (4th largest 
Australian state).

o	 Climate: Dryest state in Australia and 
Mediterranean along coasts, arid inland.

•	 Key Landforms:
o	 Mount Woodroffe: Highest peak (1,435 m)
o	 Lake Eyre: Lowest point, ~15 m below sea 

level.
o	 Nullarbor Plain, Eyre Peninsula, Mount 

Lofty Ranges, and Flinders Ranges
o	 Major Water Body: Murray River—the 

state’s only significant perennial river.

UNITED KINGDOM

Context: 
Prime Minister of India landed in the UK on a two-day visit 
to strengthen bilateral ties, with a key focus on the India-
UK Free Trade Agreement and issues like extradition and 
extremism.

About United Kingdom:
•	 What is the United Kingdom?

o	 The United Kingdom (UK) is a sovereign 
island nation comprising England, Scotland, 
Wales, and Northern Ireland.

o	 It is located northwest of mainland Europe, 
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surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean, North 
Sea, Irish Sea, and the English Channel.

•	 Capital: London — a global financial, cultural, and 
political hub.

•	 Political System: Parliamentary constitutional 
monarchy.

•	 Neighbouring Countries:

o	 Shares land border only with the Republic 
of Ireland.

o	 Maritime neighbours include France, 
Norway, Belgium, and the Netherlands.

•	 UK vs England:

o	 England is just one of the four constituent 
countries of the United Kingdom.

o	 The term “UK” includes England, Wales, 
Scotland, and Northern Ireland, whereas 
England refers only to its southern part.

•	 Physical Features:
o	 Mountains

•	 Ben Nevis (Scotland): UK’s highest 
peak (1,345 m), part of the 
Grampians; shaped by glaciation.

•	 Cambrian Mountains (Wales): 
Volcanic origin, biodiversity-rich; 
called Wales’ backbone.

•	 Pennines (England): “Backbone 
of England”, influencing rivers and 
climate patterns.

o	 Rivers

•	 Thames: Lifeline of London, historic 
trade and transport route.

•	 Severn: UK’s longest river; largest 
tidal range, key for hydropower.

•	 Clyde: Engine of Glasgow’s 
shipbuilding and industrial rise.

•	 Historical & Strategic Importance:

o	 Former colonial power with strong cultural, 
linguistic, and political influence worldwide.

o	 First nation to exit the EU (Brexit) in 2020.
o	 Founding member of NATO, G7, UNSC P5, 

and the Commonwealth.
•	 India–UK Relations:

o	 Strategic partners under Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership (2021).

o	 Collaboration in trade, defence, innovation, 
fintech, health, and climate.

o	 Talks on Free Trade Agreement aim to 
enhance $20 billion+ bilateral trade.

TA MUEN THOM TEMPLE REGION

Context: 
Fresh hostilities erupted between Thailand and Cambodia 
near the disputed Ta Muen Thom temple, involving drone 
surveillance, artillery fire, and Thai airstrikes, amid renewed 
diplomatic tensions.

About Ta Muen Thom temple:
•	 What is Ta Muen Thom?

o	 An ancient Khmer temple complex built 
during the 12th century, originally dedicated 
to Lord Shiva and later adapted for Buddhist 
use.

o	 Part of the Prasat Ta Muen group, which 
includes three historical shrines: Prasat 
Ta Muen Thom (Hindu), Prasat Ta Muen 
(Dharma Sala), and Prasat Ta Muen Tot 
(Hospital Shrine).

•	 Who Built It and When?

o	 Constructed under the Khmer rulers, 
particularly King Udayadityavarman II and 
later King Jayavarman VII (13th century).

o	 Reflects the Angkorian temple architecture 
and socio-religious practices of the Khmer 
Empire (9th–15th century).

•	 Location:

o	 Located on the Dangrek mountain range, 
near Ban Nong Khanna, Tambon Ta Mueang, 
on the Thailand–Cambodia border.

o	 Lies on the historic Khmer Highway that 
linked Angkor (Cambodia) with Phimai 
(Thailand), making it a strategic mountain 
pass.

•	 Architectural Features:

o	 Prasat Ta Muen Thom:
	 Built with sandstone, facing south.
	 Contains a Shiva lingam with a 

water outlet channel and cloister.
	 Surrounded by laterite libraries and 

a pool.
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o	 Prasat Ta Muen Tot:
	 A hospital shrine with inscriptions 

on public health.
	 Houses detailed stone inscriptions 

in Khmer-Sanskrit, recording the 
appointment of medical personnel.

o	 Prasat Ta Muen (Dharma Sala):
	 Likely served as a pilgrim shelter 

along the Khmer trade and 
pilgrimage routes.

•	 Issue Associated:

•	 Ongoing Border Dispute: Both Thailand and 
Cambodia claim ownership due to colonial-era 
border misalignments.

•	 The International Court of Justice (ICJ) awarded 
Preah Vihear (nearby) to Cambodia, but surrounding 
areas remain disputed.

FRANCE RECOGNISE PALESTINE 
STATEHOOD

Context: 
France has formally announced its decision to recognise 
Palestinian statehood, becoming the first G7 country to do 
so amid escalating humanitarian concerns in Gaza.

About France recognise Palestine Statehood:
•	 Concept and Meaning

o	 Recognition of Palestine means diplomatic 
acknowledgment of Palestine as a sovereign 
state with rights under international law.

o	 It affirms Palestine’s right to self-
determination, independence, and 
membership in global institutions like the 
UN.

•	 Countries Recognising Palestine:

o	 As of now, 144 of 193 UN member states 
recognise Palestine, including India, Russia, 
China, and most of the Global South.

o	 Recent recognitions include Spain, Ireland, 
Norway, and now France, who seek to 
revive the two-state solution framework.

o	 Sweden, Cyprus, and several former Eastern 

Bloc EU nations also extend recognition.
•	 Why is France Recognising Now?

o	 Humanitarian Crisis in Gaza: Over 2 
million Gazans face man-made starvation, 
prompting calls for justice and statehood 
recognition.

o	 Two-State Solution Revival: France aims 
to keep the peace process alive, especially 
before hosting a UN conference with Saudi 
Arabia.

o	 Strategic Timing: The decision precedes 
France’s presentation at the upcoming UN 
General Assembly, adding multilateral 
weight.

About Palestine:
•	 Geographic Overview:

o	 Region: Middle East.
o	 Territories: West Bank, Gaza Strip, East 

Jerusalem (disputed).
o	 Neighbours: Israel (east and west), Egypt 

(southwest), Jordan (east), Mediterranean 
Sea.

•	 Historical Background:

o	 Pre-1947: Under British Mandate since WWI 
and Balfour Declaration (1917) supported a 
Jewish homeland.

o	 1947 Partition Plan: UN proposed two states 
— one Jewish, one Arab and only Israel was 
realized.

o	 1948–67 Wars: Led to Israel occupying large 
areas including the West Bank and Gaza.

o	 1988: Palestine declared independence in 
Algiers and later gained UN observer status 
in 2012.

o	 2024–25 Developments: ICJ deemed Israeli 
occupation unlawful and Palestine granted 
expanded rights at the UN.

•	 Key Features:

o	 Political Division: Governed by the 
Palestinian Authority (West Bank) and 
Hamas (Gaza).

o	 Conflict Hotspot: Frequent hostilities with 
Israel over land, resources, and governance.

o	 UN Role: Supports self-determination, 
inalienable rights, and peace under 
Resolution 242 (1967).

KALU RIVER

Context: Over 300 trekkers were rescued in a 7-hour 
operation near the Kalu River in the Malshej Ghat region, 
after heavy rainfall caused a sudden rise in river water levels, 
exposing gaps in safety protocols in eco-tourism zones.
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About Kalu River:
•	 What is the Kalu River?

o	 The Kalu River is a monsoon-fed 
river originating in the Kalsubai–
Harishchandragad Wildlife Sanctuary, 
flowing through the Sahyadri ranges and 
finally draining into the Ulhas River. 

•	 Origin and Course:

o	 Source: Emerges from the Tolar Khind 
(Pass) near Harishchandragad Peak, close to 
Pimpalgaon Joga Dam in Pune district.

o	 Course: Flows westward, forming Kalu Falls 
near Savarne–Malshej Ghat and traverses 
Khireshwar village.

o	 Confluence: Joined by Doifodi at Saralgaon 
and Bhatsa River near Ambivali.

o	 Mouth: Joins Ulhas River near Atali village. 
Ulhas then drains into Vasai Bay of the 
Arabian Sea.

o	 Drainage Basin: Acts as part of the west-
flowing Konkan drainage system.

•	 Key Features:

o	 Geological Transition: It cascades from 
the Deccan Plateau to the Konkan region, 
creating dramatic waterfalls like Kalu Falls 
(1200 ft).

o	 Ecological Zone: Flows through wildlife-
rich forests, including Kalsubai–
Harishchandragad Sanctuary, home to 
leopards, snakes, and endemic flora.

o	 Rainwater Hijacking: Experts claim the river 
diverted upper Mula River flows, depriving 
Ahmednagar and Marathwada of needed 
rainwater.

o	 Tourist Attraction: Its scenic beauty draws 
thousands, but steep terrain, flash floods, 
and slippery trails make it hazard-prone.

o	 Socio-Hydrological Impact: Despite high 

rainfall, Konkan’s excess water drains into 
the sea unused, highlighting the need for 
water diversion infrastructure.

KAZIRANGA NATIONAL PARK

Context:
Kaziranga Tiger Reserve (KTR) in Assam has recorded the 
third-highest tiger density in India after Bandipur and 
Corbett, as per the latest report released by the Chief 
Minister of Assam on Global Tiger Day 2025.

About Tiger Density in India:
•	 What is Tiger Density?

o	 Tiger density refers to the number of tigers 
per 100 sq. km. It is a key indicator of 
healthy predator populations and ecological 
balance.

•	 Top 3 Tiger Reserves by Density (2024):
o	 Bandipur (Karnataka): 19.83 tigers/100 sq. 

km
o	 Corbett (Uttarakhand): 19.56 tigers/100 sq. 

km
o	 Kaziranga (Assam): 18.65 tigers/100 sq. km

•	 Kaziranga’s Tiger Count: Kaziranga recorded 148 
tigers over 1,307.49 sq. km, up from 104 in 2022, 
including 27 tigers from the newly surveyed 
Biswanath Division.

About Kaziranga National Park:
•	 Location: Located in the Golaghat and Nagaon 

districts of Assam, along the floodplains of the 
Brahmaputra River.

•	 Historical Significance: Established in 1905 on 
the recommendation of Mary Curzon, declared a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1985, and a Tiger 
Reserve in 2006.

•	 Ecological Features: The park lies on the Eastern 
Himalayan biodiversity hotspot edge, with habitats 
including tall elephant grass, marshes, and tropical 
forests.

•	 Flora:
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o	 Four vegetation types: alluvial grasslands, 
savanna woodlands, moist deciduous, and 
semi-evergreen forests. 

o	 Notable trees include Elephant Apple, 
Cotton Tree, and Indian Gooseberry.

•	 Fauna: Hosts the world’s largest population of 
Indian one-horned rhinoceros (2,200+), along with 
tigers, elephants, swamp deer, Hoolock gibbons, 
and migratory birds like greater adjutant and black-
necked stork.

CHILE’S COASTAL EROSION

Context:
 At least 10 Chilean beaches are projected to vanish within 
a decade due to severe coastal erosion, driven by climate 
change and unregulated development, according to scientists 
from the Universidad Catolica.

About Chile’s Coastal Erosion:
•	 What is Happening?

o	 Severe beach loss: 86% of monitored 
beaches along Chile’s central and southern 
coast are shrinking, with 10 beaches 
critically endangered.

o	 Permanent disappearance likely: Some 
tourist beaches like Valparaiso already saw 
the shoreline vanish last year.

•	 Causes of Erosion:

o	 Climate-induced forces: Stronger and 
frequent swells, rising sea levels, and 
heatwaves are accelerating erosion.

o	 Human activities: Urbanization, 
construction near dunes/wetlands, and 
degradation of river basins reduce natural 
sand replenishment.

•	 Implications:

o	 Livelihood loss: Fisherfolk, small coastal 
businesses, and tourism operators face 
declining income and displacement.

o	 Ecological degradation: Saltwater intrusion 
and collapsing cliffs threaten coastal forests 
and biodiversity.

About Chile: 
•	 Continent: South America, along the Pacific Ocean.
•	 Borders: Argentina, Peru, Bolivia, and Pacific Ocean.
•	 Capital: Santiago.
•	 Government: Multiparty Republic; President – 

Gabriel Boric.
•	 Natural Features:

o	 Mountains: Dominated by the Andes and 
includes Ojos del Salado (22,614 ft, highest 
active volcano).

o	 Lakes & Glaciers: Lake District, Southern 
Ice Cap (2nd largest in the Southern 
Hemisphere).

o	 10 beaches facing severe erosion are 
located along Renaca, Vina del Mar, 
Valparaiso, and Puerto Saavedra 

o	 Deserts: Atacama Desert in the north, one 
of the driest places on Earth.

o	 Volcanoes: Active ones like Llaima, Osorno, 
Copahue.

o	 Rivers: Short, seasonal rivers fed by Andes’ 
snowcaps.
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