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Syllabus: Polity 

1. Supreme Court Governor Assent Judgment 
 Context: The Supreme Court of India slammed Tamil Nadu Governor for unconstitutional delay in granting 
assent to 10 re-passed Bills, deeming them assented and fixing time-bound procedures for future gubernatorial 
decisions. 
 
About Supreme Court Governor Assent Judgment: 
Judgement name: The State of Tamil Nadu v. The Governor of 
Tamil Nadu & Anr. 
Constitutional Provisions on Governor’s Role in State Bills 

• Article 200: When a Bill is presented to the Governor 
after being passed by the State Legislature, the 
Governor has four options: 

1. Grant assent 
2. Withhold assent 
3. Return the Bill for reconsideration (except Money Bills) 
4. Reserve the Bill for President’s consideration 

• Provision to Article 200: If the Bill is returned and passed again by the Legislature, the Governor shall 
not withhold assent. 

• Article 163: Governor must act on the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers, except in matters 
where discretion is allowed. 

• Article 142: Grants the Supreme Court the power to do “complete justice” in any case. 
 
Issues Surrounding Governor’s Role in Bills 

• No timeline in Article 200: Governors delay assent indefinitely — termed “pocket veto”. 
• Political misuse: Governors in Opposition-ruled states have been accused of delaying legislation due to 

political differences. 
• Lack of transparency: Failure to communicate reasons for withholding assent violates constitutional 

responsibility. 
• Rising legal disputes: States like Kerala, Punjab, and Telangana have moved the SC citing similar 

delays. 
 
Major outcome of Supreme Court Judgement in “The State of Tamil Nadu v. The Governor of Tamil Nadu & 
Anr” case: 

• Declared Governor’s delay illegal: Withholding and referring Bills to the President after re-enactment 
by State Assembly is unconstitutional. 

• Bills deemed to have received assent: Exercising Article 142, SC treated the 10 re-passed Bills as having 
been assented. 

• No absolute or pocket veto: Governors must act promptly; cannot sit indefinitely on Bills or reserve 
them after re-passage. 

• Time-bound framework laid down: 
1. 1 Month to assent or reserve as per State Cabinet’s advice. 
2. 3 Months if Governor withholds assent against advice. 
3. 1 Month to grant assent to a re-enacted Bill. 
4. 3 Months maximum to reserve Bill for President (if justified). 

• Must act on Cabinet advice: Except in cases under the second proviso of Article 200 (e.g., affecting 
High Court powers), Governor has no discretion. 

 
Significance of the SC Judgment: 

• Reinforces federalism: Strengthens legislative autonomy of elected state governments. 
• Ends misuse of delay: Prevents Governors from paralysing legislation through silence or indefinite 

inaction. 
• Clarifies constitutional intent: Reiterates that “shall” in Article 200 is mandatory, not discretionary. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/04/09/supreme-court-governor-assent-judgment/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQ52yJ5ENBQ
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/04/26/powers-of-the-governor-under-article-200/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/functions-and-responsibilities-of-the-union-and-the-states-issues-and-challenges-pertaining-to-the-federal-structure-devolution-of-powers-and-finances-up-to-local-levels-and-challenges-therein/issues-and-challenges-pertaining-to-the-federal-structure/governors-role/
https://m.economictimes.com/news/india/in-a-first-sc-fixes-timeline-for-governors-to-give-assent-to-bills-passed-by-assemblies/articleshow/120101948.cms
https://www.india.gov.in/my-government/whos-who/governors
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Supreme-Court_.jpg
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• Ensures legislative accountability: Upholds Parliamentary democracy where legislature represents the 
will of the people. 

• Applies across states: Affects pending disputes in Kerala, Telangana, Punjab, enhancing judicial 
consistency. 

Conclusion: By ensuring time-bound gubernatorial assent and striking down arbitrary delays, it strengthens 
India’s constitutional federalism and safeguards the democratic will of state legislatures. As B.R. Ambedkar 
aptly stated, the Constitution is only as good as those who implement it — a reminder now echoed from the 
highest court. 
PYQ: Discuss the essential conditions for exercise of the legislative powers by the Governor. Discuss the legality 
of re-promulgation of ordinances by the Governor without placing them before the Legislature. (UPSC-2022) 
 

2. Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha 
Context: The 18th Lok Sabha, like the 17th, has not yet elected a Deputy Speaker, raising concerns about 
constitutional compliance and parliamentary conventions. 
 
About Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha: 

• Constitutional Article: Governed by Article 93 of the Constitution: mandates the House to elect a 
Speaker and a Deputy Speaker “as soon as may be”. 

• Selection: 
o Elected by: Lok Sabha members from among themselves. 
o Timing: After the Speaker’s election, the date is fixed by the Speaker. 
o Convention: Deputy Speaker is usually from the Opposition, though not legally mandated. 

• Powers and Functions: 
o Presiding Role: Acts as Speaker when the latter is absent. 
o Casting Vote: Exercises casting vote only in case of a tie when presiding. 
o Committee Chairmanship: Automatically becomes chairperson of any parliamentary 

committee if appointed. 
o Independence: Is not subordinate to the Speaker but directly responsible to the Lok Sabha. 

 
Relevance of Deputy Speaker: 

• Continuity of Proceedings: Ensures that House proceedings are never disrupted due to the 
Speaker’s absence. 

• Institutional Neutrality: Upholds impartiality and balances legislative debates (S.C. Kashyap: 
Speaker cannot preside continuously without relief). 

• Symbol of Bipartisanship: Historical practice of appointing Deputy Speaker from Opposition fosters 
cross-party cooperation and trust. 

• Crisis Management: Acts decisively during emergencies like sudden Speaker vacancies. E.g., M.A. 
Ayyangar acted after G.V. Mavalankar’s death in 1956. 

 
Impact of Vacuum in Deputy Speaker’s Office: 

• Weakens Institutional Continuity: In the Speaker’s absence, no designated authority leads to 
procedural disruptions and undermines smooth functioning of the Lok Sabha. 

• Concentration of Procedural Power: Power centralizes in the Speaker alone, reducing checks and 
diluting the balance envisioned in parliamentary democracy. 

• Erosion of Democratic Conventions: Ignoring the tradition of appointing a Deputy Speaker (often 
from Opposition) reduces bipartisan cooperation and trust in parliamentary processes. 

• Risk During Emergencies: In events like sudden resignation, death, or removal of the Speaker, 
absence of a Deputy Speaker could trigger a leadership crisis, stalling legislative business. 

 
Legislative Reform Needed: 

• Fix a Time Frame: Amend Article 93 to mandate Deputy Speaker’s election within 60 days of first 
sitting. 

• Trigger Mechanism: Allow the President, upon Cabinet advice, to initiate the election process if 
delayed. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/04/29/deputy-speaker-of-lok-sabha-2/
https://sansad.in/ls/about/deputy-speaker
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/03/19/civil-servants-are-the-backbone-of-policy-implementation-yet-their-neutrality-is-increasingly-questioned-examine-the-causes-and-implications/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/indian-constitution/significant-provisions/emergency-provisions/#:~:text=Under%20Article%20352%2C%20the%20president,external%20aggression%20or%20armed%20rebellion.&text=When%20a%20national%20emergency%20is,known%20as%20'External%20Emergency'.
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• Strengthen Opposition Representation: Enforce conventions offering the post to an Opposition 
member to promote inclusivity and trust. 

• Statutory Clarifications: Codify the roles and election timeline by amending the Rules of Procedure 
and Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha. 

 
Conclusion: The Office of the Deputy Speaker is not a ceremonial redundancy but a constitutional necessity for 
ensuring balance and resilience in Parliament. Prolonged vacancy weakens democratic processes and 
compromises institutional integrity. Timely election of the Deputy Speaker is essential for upholding 
constitutional democracy and restoring credibility in legislative functioning. 
PYQ: “Once a speaker, always a speaker’ Do you think the practice should be adopted to impart objectivity to 
the office of the Speaker of Lok Sabha? What could be its implications for the robust functioning of 
parliamentary business in India? (2020) 
 

Syllabus: Constitution 

3. Kokborok Language 
Context: An indigenous literary body from Tripura has urged the state government to seek constitutional 
recognition of Kokborok language by including it in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution. 
About Kokborok Language: 

• What is Kokborok? 
o Kokborok is the native language of the 

Borok (Tripuri) people, belonging to the 
Tibeto-Burmese linguistic family. 

o It holds cultural and historical 
significance among Tripura’s indigenous 
communities. 

• State Found: Predominantly spoken in Tripura, it 
is also used in parts of Assam, Mizoram. 

• History of Language: 
o Officially recognized as a state language 

of Tripura on January 19, 1979. 
o Declared an official language of the Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District Council (TTAADC) 

on April 20, 1999. 
o Historically used Bengali script, but recent movements advocate for the Roman script for better 

accessibility. 
About the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution: 

• What is the Eighth Schedule? 
o The Eighth Schedule of the Constitution of India lists the languages recognized by the 

Constitution for official purposes. 
o Constitutional references: Article 344(1) and Article 351. 

• Languages Included: Currently contains 22 languages, including Hindi, Bengali, Assamese, Urdu, Tamil, 
Telugu, and Bodo. 

• History: 
o Originally, 14 languages were included at the time of adoption in 1950. 
o Later additions: 

▪ Sindhi (1967) 
▪ Konkani, Manipuri, Nepali (1992) 
▪ Bodo, Dogri, Maithili, Santhali (2004). 

o Benefits of Inclusion: 
▪ Constitutional recognition at the national level. 
▪ Enhanced government support for language promotion and preservation. 
▪ Eligibility for official use in exams like UPSC and public administration. 
▪ Boosts cultural pride, literary development, and language education. 

 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/06/22/insights-into-editorial-qualifying-for-leader-of-the-opposition/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/04/22/kokborok-language-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/02/09/kokborok/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/08/24/upsc-current-affairs-24-august-2024/tripura-5/
https://www.mha.gov.in/sites/default/files/EighthSchedule_19052017.pdf
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/03/01/the-journey-of-indian-literature-is-rooted-in-diversity-and-marked-with-a-shift-in-theme-ideas-and-styles-substantiate-with-examples/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Kokborok-Language.png
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Syllabus: Governance 

4. India Justice Report 2025 
Context: The India Justice Report 2025 revealed that no State/UT has met its own reserved quotas for women 
in the police force. 
About India Justice Report 2025: 

Aspect Details 

What it is? A national ranking assessing capacity of States/UTs to deliver justice across four pillars. 

Released by 
Tata Trusts in collaboration with partners like CHRI, DAKSH, Vidhi Centre, TISS-Prayas 
etc. 

Aim 
To promote data-driven reforms by evaluating states on justice delivery using official 
government data. 

Criteria 
Ranks states on Police, Judiciary, Prisons, Legal Aid, and Human Rights Commissions, 
based on 5 filters: Human Resources, Budgets, Infrastructure, Workload, Diversity.  

 
Positives Highlighted in IJR 2025: 

• Southern states dominate: Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu secured 
the top 5 ranks among large states. E.g. Karnataka ranked 1st overall (score: 6.78/10). 

• Increased gender representation: Female share in judiciary and 
police steadily rising across most states. E.g. Bihar has the highest 
share of women in police among all states. 

• Improved case clearance: High Courts maintained >100% disposal 
rate; subordinate courts also improved. E.g. Over 86% of prisons 
now have video-conferencing facilities for trials. 

• Tech adoption in judiciary: Digital filing, e-Sewa Kendras, and 
legal aid tracking via NALSA’s online system have improved 
access. E.g. More live-streaming and expansion of NJDG platform. 

• Prison Management Excellence: Tamil Nadu retained top 
position in prison management with 100% budget utilisation and 
optimal staff-inmate ratio. 

 
Negatives / Gaps Identified: 

• Women Quota Unmet: No State/UT fulfilled reserved quotas for women in police; <1,000 senior 
women officers exist. E.g. Despite mandates, not even progressive states met gender quotas in 
senior policing. 

• Infrastructure Gaps in Police: 17% of police stations have no CCTV; 30% lack women help desks. 
E.g. SC-mandated CCTVs under Paramvir Singh guidelines not fully implemented. 

• Low Legal Aid Spending: National average is just ₹6 per capita annually – least among all justice 
pillars. E.g. Legal aid budgets declined in 19 states. 

• Severe Judicial Backlog: 5 crore+ cases pending across court levels; 71% of cases in Bihar pending 
over 3 years. E.g. HC vacancies >30% in some states like Gujarat. 

• Prison Overcrowding & Undertrial Crisis: 76% of prisoners are undertrials, up from 66% in the last 
decade. E.g. 176 prisons operate at over 200% capacity. 

 
Suggested Reforms: 

• Gender-Inclusive Recruitment: Enforce women reservation in senior police/judicial roles with 
transparent audits. E.g. Mandatory mid-level lateral entry for women officers. 

• Upgrade Police Infrastructure: Universal CCTV coverage, digitised FIR systems, and women help 
desks at every station. 

• Judicial Staffing and AIJS: Standardised recruitment calendar and All India Judicial Service for lower 
courts. E.g. Fast-track special courts to reduce pendency. 

• Revamp Legal Aid Delivery: Strengthen community-based legal aid, taluka clinics, and PLV 
network. E.g. Revise per capita budget and involve civil society. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/04/16/india-justice-report-2025/
https://indiajusticereport.org/files/IJR%202025_Full%20report_English.pdf
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/03/05/role-of-ai-in-justice-delivery/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/02/12/review-of-the-working-of-free-legal-aid/#:~:text=As%20per%20the%20Legal%20Services,Article%2023%20of%20the%20Constitution
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/11/21/bail-undertrials/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/India-Justice-Report.png
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• Prison Decongestion: Strengthen parole, open prisons, and ensure medical staffing in line with 
inmate population. E.g. Implement Model Prison & Correctional Services Act 2023 with urgency. 

• Performance-linked Justice Budgets: Reward states showing year-on-year improvement with 
increased funding. E.g. Tie grants to vacancy reduction, training coverage, and tech use. 

 
Conclusion: India Justice Report 2025 reflects India’s aspirations and challenges in making justice accessible, 
efficient, and inclusive. Despite digital tools and reforms, core capacity deficits remain unaddressed. A holistic, 
sustained, and accountable approach is essential to transform justice delivery across India. 
PYQ: Who are entitled to receive free legal aid? Assess the role of the National Legal Services Authority 
(NALSA) in rendering free legal aid in India (UPSC-2023) 
 
 
 

Syllabus: Reports 

5. World Social Report 2025 
 Context: The United Nations released the World Social Report 2025, highlighting the urgent need for a new 
global policy consensus focused on equity, economic security, and solidarity amid rising insecurity, inequality, 
and declining trust worldwide. 
 
Key Summary of World Social Report 2025:  

1. Rising Economic Insecurity: 60% of the global population experiences economic insecurity, with 
over 690 million people still in extreme poverty. 

2. Persistent Inequality: Despite poverty reduction gains, income inequality widened in two-thirds of 
countries; the richest 1% hold more wealth than 95% of humanity. 

3. Fragile Livelihoods: Informal and precarious employment remains dominant, especially in Africa 
and South Asia, leading to unstable incomes and vulnerability. 

4. Declining Institutional Trust: More than 50% of people globally 
report low or no trust in governments, driven by economic distress, 
misinformation, and governance failures. 

5. Climate and Conflict Impacts: One in five people faced climate shocks 
and one in seven endured conflicts in 2024, reversing development 
gains and fuelling insecurity. 

6. Positive Trends: Over 1 billion people lifted out of extreme poverty 
since 1995; improvements noted in literacy, life expectancy, and 
access to basic services. 

7. Policy Gaps Identified: Weak social protection, unfair taxation, and 
underinvestment in public goods continue to widen the gap between 
rich and poor nations. 

8. Call for a New Social Contract: The report urges building inclusive, 
equitable, and resilient societies through fair taxation, universal social 
protection, and renewed multilateralism 

 
Positives in the Report: 

• Poverty Reduction: Over 1 billion people lifted out of extreme poverty since 1995. 

• Education and Health Gains: Significant improvements in global literacy, life expectancy, and well-
being. 

• Social Inclusion Efforts: Some success in closing gaps related to ethnicity, residence, and socio-
economic status. 

• Recognition of Inequality: Clear acknowledgment of the interconnectedness of economic, social, 
and environmental factors. 

 
Negatives in the Report: 

• Persistent Inequality: Income inequality increased in two-thirds of countries despite economic 
growth. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/15/model-prisons-act-2023/#:~:text=Conclusion%3A,align%20it%20with%20international%20standards.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/04/26/world-social-report-2025/
https://desapublications.un.org/publications/world-social-report-2025-new-policy-consensus-accelerate-social-progress
https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-economy-3/inclusive-growth-and-issues-arising-from-it/reasons-for-inequality-in-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/04/18/upsc-editorial-analysis-reimagining-public-policy-education-in-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/social-inclusion/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Social-Report-202.jpg
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• Insecure Livelihoods: 60% of workers globally fear job loss; informal and precarious employment 
dominate. 

• Low Trust in Institutions: Institutional trust declined steadily since the late 1990s, especially among 
youth. 

• Digital Misinformation: Echo chambers and digital polarization threaten social cohesion. 

• Fragile Progress: Climate change and conflicts continue to reverse gains in poverty alleviation and 
equity. 

 
Way Ahead: 

• Rebuild Social Contracts: Invest heavily in education, health, decent work, and universal social 
protection. 

• Promote Fair Taxation: Shift towards progressive taxation to reduce wealth concentration. 

• Strengthen Institutions: Foster inclusive governance structures to rebuild trust and legitimacy. 

• Support Climate Resilience: Ensure climate adaptation strategies protect the poor and 
marginalized. 

• Enhance Multilateralism: Use upcoming summits like the Second World Summit for Social 
Development to drive global cooperation. 

 
Conclusion: World Social Report 2025 signals that despite economic advances, rising insecurity and inequalities 
are destabilizing societies. A transformative shift towards inclusive, resilient, and people-centric development 
models is crucial. Renewed multilateral cooperation and bold policy action can break the current cycle of 
distrust and stagnation. 
PYQ: COVID-19 pandemic accelerated class inequalities and poverty in India. Comment. (UPSC-2020) 
 

6. World Bank’s Poverty and Equity Brief 2025 
Context: The World Bank’s Spring 2025 Poverty and Equity Brief acknowledged India’s success in lifting 171 
million people out of extreme poverty between 2011-12 and 2022-23. 
 
Summary of World Bank’s Poverty and Equity Brief: 

• Purpose: Published twice a year, these briefs track poverty, shared 
prosperity, and inequality trends in over 100 developing countries. 

• India’s Highlights: 
o Extreme poverty (living under $2.15/day) declined from 

16.2% (2011-12) to 2.3% (2022-23). 
o Lower-middle-income poverty (living under $3.65/day) fell 

from 61.8% to 28.1%, lifting 378 million people. 
o Multidimensional poverty declined from 53.8% (2005-06) 

to 15.5% (2022-23). 
o Inequality reduction: Gini index improved from 28.8 to 

25.5. 
o Employment Growth: Urban unemployment dropped to 

6.6%, the lowest since 2017-18. 
 
Factors Leading to Poverty Decline: 

• Welfare Schemes: Programmes like PMAY, MGNREGA, Ujjwala Yojana expanded safety nets (e.g., 
11 crore households received LPG under Ujjwala). 

• Economic Reforms: GST, Ease of Doing Business reforms accelerated formal sector growth, 
boosting employment opportunities. 

• Access to Essentials: Initiatives like Ayushman Bharat and Jan Dhan Yojana improved healthcare 
and financial inclusion. 

• Rural Development: Increased road connectivity under PMGSY and rural electrification enhanced 
rural income and access to markets. 

• Women Empowerment: Rise in rural female employment and SHG-based entrepreneurship 
expanded family incomes. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Analysis of Report: 

• Positives in Report: 
o Broad-Based Gains: Both rural and urban poverty declined significantly, closing the rural-urban 

gap from 7.7% to 1.7%. 
o Employment Upsurge: Female employment witnessed a notable rise; self-employment surged 

among rural women. 
o Inclusive Development: States like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra contributed heavily to 

national poverty reduction. 
o Inequality Reduction: Improved Gini index indicates wealth distribution becoming more 

equitable. 

• Negatives in Report: 
o Youth Unemployment: Despite overall employment gains, 13.3% youth unemployment 

remains concerning, reaching 29% among graduates. 
o Informal Employment: Only 23% of non-farm jobs are formal; agriculture still remains largely 

informal. 
o Gender Disparity: Despite improvements, women’s labour force participation remains at 31%, 

highlighting persistent inequality. 
o Poverty Pockets: Five populous states still account for 54% of India’s extremely poor in 2022-

23. 
 
Way Ahead: 

• Skill Development Focus: Massive upskilling and vocational training for youth to address educated 
unemployment. 

• Strengthen Formal Sector: Labour reforms and MSME strengthening can shift employment 
towards formal, secure jobs. 

• Targeted State Interventions: Special poverty eradication missions in high-burden states like Bihar 
and Uttar Pradesh. 

• Promote Rural Non-Farm Economy: Diversifying income sources through rural industries, agri-
tech, and services to ensure sustainable rural incomes. 

• Address Gender Gap: Policies encouraging women’s workforce participation through safer 
workplaces and flexible working models. 

• Enhance Safety Nets: Strengthening schemes like PM-Kisan and Ayushman Bharat for last-mile 
delivery and impact. 

 
Conclusion: India’s achievement in lifting 171 million people out of extreme poverty over a decade is historic 
and globally significant. The World Bank’s recognition reflects India’s policy-driven approach to inclusive 
growth. Continued reforms, targeted interventions, and empowering the informal sectors will be key to 
sustaining this momentum toward a poverty-free India. 
PYQ: Critically examine whether growing population is the cause of poverty OR poverty is the main cause of 
population increase in India. (UPSC-2015) 
 
 

Syllabus: Judiciary 

7. Article 142: The Supreme Power or Judicial Overreach? 
 Context: The Supreme Court’s invocation of Article 142 in the Tamil Nadu Bill controversy has reignited 
debates about judicial overreach and constitutional balance between the 
judiciary, executive, and legislature. 
 
About Article 142: 

• Allows the Supreme Court to pass any decree or order “necessary 
for doing complete justice” in any case pending before it. 

• Objective: Originally intended as a tool to bridge gaps in law 
where strict adherence to legal procedures would deny justice. 
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Constitutional Provision: 

• Article 142(1): Enables passing enforceable decrees or orders to ensure complete justice. 

• Article 142(2): Empowers the Court to secure attendance, document production, and punishment 
for contempt across India. 

 
Tamil Nadu Bill Controversy and Judicial Outcome 

• Background: In 2024, the Tamil Nadu Governor delayed assent on 11 bills, stalling legislative processes. 

• Supreme Court Action: Using Article 142, the Court deemed the bills passed without awaiting 
Presidential assent. 

• Judgement Outcome: 
o Bypassed executive bottlenecks. 
o Raised concerns about the Court assuming quasi-legislative powers. 
o Altered the balance among constitutional authorities by sidelining the Governor and indirectly 

the President. 
 
Article 142 Can Lead to Judicial Overreach: 

• Bypassing Executive Authority: Courts enforce decisions directly without waiting for legislative or 
executive responses (e.g., Tamil Nadu case). 

• Erosion of Federalism: Judiciary overrides states and Union’s constitutional roles, affecting Centre-
State relations. 

• Threat to Separation of Powers: Frequent use makes the judiciary a super-legislature and weakens 
democratic accountability. 

• Undermining Constitutional Remedies: Legislative delays or executive errors could be resolved by 
other constitutional means instead of judicial enforcement. 

 
Article 142 Does Not Always Lead to Overreach: 

• Ensures Complete Justice: Used sparingly to uphold citizens’ rights where no legal remedy exists 
(e.g., Union Carbide Bhopal gas case 1989). 

• Safeguards Fundamental Rights: Helps prevent injustice when rigid application of law would cause 
harm. 

• Temporary Relief: Measures under Article 142 are interim and tailored for specific cases without 
necessarily setting binding precedents. 

• Acts as a Safety Valve: Provides flexibility in exceptional situations where other remedies are 
inadequate. 

 
Way Ahead: 

• Guidelines for Use: Establish a judicial protocol limiting use of Article 142 to rare and truly 
extraordinary cases. 

• Strengthen Legislative Procedures: Ensure quicker executive and legislative action to prevent 
judicial interventions. 

• Encourage Dialogue among Organs: Promote healthy consultation between Judiciary, Legislature, 
and Executive. 

• Parliamentary Oversight: Pass legislation under Article 142(1) to define its boundaries, ensuring 
checks and balances. 

 
Conclusion: Article 142 remains a powerful judicial instrument meant for extraordinary situations. However, its 
overuse risks upsetting India’s delicate constitutional equilibrium. To safeguard democracy, each constitutional 
organ must respect the boundaries set by the Constitution. 
PYQ: Discuss the desirability of greater representation to women in the higher judiciary to ensure diversity, 
equity and inclusiveness. (UPSC-2021) 
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8. Judicial Despotism 
Context: Recent Supreme Court rulings, including on Article 370, Governor’s Bill assent powers, and judicial use 
of Article 142, have reignited debates over judicial overreach. 
 
What is Judicial Despotism? 
Judicial despotism refers to a scenario where unelected judges exercise 
excessive power, overriding legislative and executive authority. 

• It arises when courts act beyond interpretation, venturing into 
policy-making or governance roles. 

 
Features of Judicial Despotism: 

• Frequent invocation of Article 142: The power to ensure 
“complete justice” can be used to bypass statutory 
procedures (e.g., Babri Masjid ruling). 

• Expanding PIL jurisdiction: Courts entertain petitions even 
without personal grievance, affecting separation of powers. 

• Weakening democratic accountability: Judges face no electoral scrutiny unlike elected lawmakers. 

• Supersession in appointments: Judicial collegium bypasses seniority, often in the name of diversity 
or discretion. 

• Policy pronouncements without legislative mandate: E.g., issuing guidelines on mob lynching or 
banning crackers without codified law. 

Causes of Judicial Despotism: 

• Judicial vacuum during emergencies: Post-Emergency, courts expanded powers through doctrines 
like PIL to restore legitimacy. 

• Legislative and executive inaction: Courts step in when other organs fail to act or delay decisions 
(e.g., delays by Governors in Bill assent). 

• Ambiguity in constitutional provisions: Vague language in Articles like 142 and 370 gives wide 
discretion to courts. 

• Public pressure and media spotlight: Heightened expectations push courts to act as saviors of civil 
liberties. 

• Lack of checks and balances: Absence of formal accountability for judges creates space for 
unchecked authority. 

 
Consequences of Judicial Despotism: 

• Erosion of democratic principles: Overstepping courts risk replacing legislative processes with 
personal interpretations. 

• Breakdown of institutional trust: Perception of bias or activism weakens trust in judicial neutrality 
(e.g., Pegasus, electoral bonds cases). 

• Stalemates in governance: Overreach may delay or reverse policy decisions (e.g., NJAC ruling 
blocked reforms in judicial appointments). 

• Threat to federalism: Judiciary can indirectly undermine state autonomy (e.g., refusal to restore 
full statehood to J&K). 

• Misuse of contempt powers: Silencing fair criticism under contempt of court may breed judicial 
intolerance. 

 
Way Ahead: 

• Limit use of Article 142 to truly exceptional situations; judicial orders must align with substantive 
law. 

• Strengthen legislative responsibility by reducing policy gaps and promoting timely lawmaking. 

• Improve judicial accountability through transparent collegium reforms and performance reviews. 

• Encourage balanced dialogue among organs to resolve institutional conflicts harmoniously. 

• Promote judicial restraint by reinforcing the doctrine of separation of powers in judgments and 
conduct. 
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Conclusion: India’s judiciary remains a critical pillar of constitutional democracy. However, overreach in the 
name of activism can undermine its legitimacy. True constitutionalism lies in institutional humility, where 
courts act as guardians—not governors—of the Constitution. 
PYQ: Judicial Legislation is antithetical to the doctrine of separation of powers as envisaged in the Indian 
Constitution. In this context justify the filing of large number of public interest petitions praying for issuing 
guidelines to executive authorities. (UPSC-2020) 
 
 

Syllabus: Government Schemes & Policies 

9. PM Mudra Yojana  
Context: Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) celebrated its 10th anniversary in April, 2025. Prime Minister 
of India and key ministers hailed the scheme’s role in financial inclusion and grassroots entrepreneurship. 
 
About PM Mudra Yojana (PMMY): 

• Launched: April 8, 2015 
• Ministry: Ministry of Finance (implemented by MUDRA Ltd under SIDBI) 
• Objective: To provide collateral-free credit up to ₹10 lakh to non-corporate, non-farm micro and small 

enterprises (MSEs) 
• Extended Coverage: Loans now go up to ₹20 lakh under Tarun Plus category. 
• Key Features 
• Loan Types: 

o Shishu (up to ₹50,000) 
o Kishor (₹50,000–₹5 lakh) 
o Tarun (₹5 lakh–₹10 lakh) 
o Tarun Plus (₹10–₹20 lakh) 

• Lending Institutions: SCBs, RRBs, NBFCs, 
MFIs, SFBs, Cooperative Banks 

• No collateral required and nominal 
interest rates set by lending institutions 
as per RBI norms 

• Focus on underserved groups: Women, 
SC/ST/OBC, minorities 

 
Achievements in 10 Years (2015–2025) 

1. Loan Outreach: Over 52 crore loans sanctioned worth ₹32.61 lakh crore 
2. Rise in Loan Size: Average loan increased from ₹38,000 (FY16) to ₹1.02 lakh (FY25) 
3. Women Empowerment: 

o 68% of loans disbursed to women 
o Women’s average loan grew at 13% CAGR, reaching ₹62,679 
o Women-led startups showed higher job creation rates 

4. Social Inclusion: 
o 50% of beneficiaries belong to SC/ST/OBC 
o 11% of accounts held by minority communities 

5. Shift in Lending Pattern: 
o Kishor loans rose from 5.9% (FY16) to 44.7% (FY25) 
o Increasing demand for higher credit indicates scaling up of enterprises 

6. Credit Expansion: 
o MSME lending rose from ₹8.51 lakh crore (FY14) to ₹27.25 lakh crore (FY24) 
o MSME credit share in bank lending grew from 15.8% to nearly 20% 

7. Geographical Spread: 
o Tamil Nadu leads with ₹3.23 lakh crore disbursal, followed by UP and Karnataka 
o Among UTs, J&K recorded highest disbursal: ₹45,816 crore 

8. Global Recognition: 
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o IMF praised PMMY in multiple reports for promoting women-led MSMEs and inclusive 
entrepreneurship 

 
Limitations and Challenges 

• Job Quality Concerns: Most enterprises supported remain low-scale or informal with limited job 
creation potential 

• Underperformance in Tarun Loans: Higher loan categories (₹5–₹20 lakh) still account for a small share 
• Dependence on Government Push: High reliance on public sector banks; low NBFC/MFI penetration in 

remote areas 
• Risk of Over-indebtedness: Credit push without corresponding financial literacy may increase default 

risks in some regions 
• Lack of Exit Strategy: Limited handholding or upskilling support post-credit disbursement hampers 

sustainability 
 
Way Forward 

• Focus on Enterprise Formalisation: Link PMMY with GST registration, e-commerce onboarding, and 
UDYAM portal 

• Enhance Credit Monitoring: Real-time data integration and fraud detection to prevent ghost accounts 
• Skill and Market Linkages: Integrate with Skill India and PM Vishwakarma for capacity building 
• Encourage Private Players: Incentivise NBFCs and MFIs to deepen last-mile delivery in aspirational 

districts 
• Promote Tarun Category Growth: Offer credit guarantee and interest subvention for scaling 

businesses 
 
Conclusion: In a decade, PMMY has democratized credit, enabling the transition from job-seekers to job-
creators. It uplifted women, marginalised groups, and rural youth through accessible finance. Moving ahead, 
deeper structural reforms and credit support strategies are essential to maximise its transformational 
potential. 
PYQ: Faster economic growth requires increased share of the manufacturing sector in GDP, particularly of 
MSMEs. Comment on the present policies of the Government in this regard. (UPSC-2023) 
 

10.Registration of Birth and Death 
Context: The Registrar General of India (RGI) issued a circular in March, warning hospitals for non-compliance 
in registering births and deaths within 21 days. 
The circular noted that 10% of such events go unregistered, despite the 2023 amendment to the Registration 
of Birth and Death Act mandating 100% digital registration. 
 
About Registration of Birth and Death: 
What is it? A statutory process under the Civil Registration System (CRS) that mandates the recording of every 
birth and death occurring in India. 
 
Governing Authority: 

• Registrar General of India (RGI) under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) oversees the system. 
• Chief Registrars are appointed by State governments, and Registrars operate at local levels 

(panchayats, municipalities). 
 
Governing Law: 
Registration of Births and Deaths (RBD) Act, 1969, amended in 2023, makes digital registration mandatory.               
Section 23(2) of the Act penalises negligence by registrars with a fine (enhanced to ₹1,000 from ₹50 in the 
amendment). 
 
Registration Procedure: 

• Government hospitals act as official registrars. 
• Private hospitals must report events to registrars. 
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• Registration must be done within 21 days of the event. 
• Post October 1, 2023, all records are maintained digitally through the Civil Registration System (CRS) 

portal. 
 
2023 Amendment Highlights: 

• Birth certificates from CRS are now the sole valid document for proving date of birth for: School 
admissions, Government jobs, Marriage registration, and Electoral rolls and property registration. 

• Data from CRS will automatically update the: National Population Register (NPR), Ration card 
database, and Other central schemes. 

 

11.Telangana first Indian state to operationalise SC categorisation 
Context: The Telangana government notified the Telangana Scheduled Castes (Rationalisation of Reservations) 
Act, 2025 on April 14, becoming the first Indian state to operationalise SC categorisation post the Supreme 
Court’s landmark verdict (2024). 
 
About the Supreme Court Judgment on SC Sub-Classification: 

• V. Chinnaiah v State of Andhra Pradesh (2004) – Overruled by 7-
judge Constitution Bench in 2024 (6:1 majority). 

What the Judgment Clarified? 
• Sub-classification Permitted: 

o The SC held that sub-classification within Scheduled Castes 
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) for equitable reservation 
is constitutionally valid. 

• Articles Involved: 
o Article 14: Allows reasonable classification among unequal groups to ensure substantive 

equality. 
o Articles 15(4) & 16(4): Permit affirmative action based on social and educational 

backwardness and inadequate representation. 
o Article 341: Lists castes as SCs via Presidential Notification, which cannot be altered by states. 

• States’ Power: 
o States can sub-classify SCs for reservation without modifying the Presidential List. 
o Sub-classification must be based on empirical data showing inter-se backwardness and under-

representation. 
• Rejection of Homogeneity Argument: 

o The Court held that SCs are not homogeneous; hence, sub-classification does not violate 
Article 341. 

o The Presidential List merely identifies SCs—it does not prevent internal categorisation. 
 
 

12.Revisiting NREGA Wages: Addressing Disparities and Inflation 
Context: The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Rural Development has strongly recommended a revision 
and uniformity in MGNREGA wages, citing rising cost of living and inadequate inflation indexation. 
 
About NREGA and Its Importance: 

• Legal Entitlement to Employment: The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 
Act (2005) ensures 100 days of guaranteed wage employment to rural households annually. 

• Largest Employment Guarantee Programme Globally: With over 25 crore registered workers, 
MGNREGA is the world’s most expansive public employment scheme. 

• Poverty Alleviation Tool: NREGA acts as a safety net for the rural poor, especially during crises like 
the COVID-19 pandemic, when rural joblessness spiked. 

• Strengthening Rural Infrastructure: It promotes natural resource management (e.g., water 
conservation, afforestation) while providing employment. 

• Wage Growth Multiplier: Studies (Jean Drèze, Raghav Gaiha) show that NREGA has raised overall 
rural wages and improved bargaining power for casual workers. 
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How NREGA wage rates are decided? 

• Section 6(1): Central government can notify independent wage rates. The Centre can set NREGA 
wages regardless of the state’s minimum wage under the Minimum Wages Act. 

• Section 6(2): State minimum agricultural wages apply in absence of central notification 
This was the default mechanism between 2005–2009. 

• Historical Cap Introduced in 2009: To reduce fiscal burden, NREGA wages were capped at ₹100 
despite rising state wages. 

• Indexation to CPI-AL since 2011 (base year 2009): The wage is revised annually based on the CPI 
for Agricultural Labourers (CPI-AL). 

• States may top up wages over the Centre’s notified rate: A few states voluntarily pay the gap 
between the Centre’s rate and their minimum wage. 

 
Key Issues with NREGA Wage Rates: 
Widening Gap from State Minimum Wages: In many states, NREGA wages are significantly below the legally 
mandated minimum wage. E.g. In FY 2025–26, Sikkim shows a gap of ₹241 between NREGA and minimum 
wages. 
Flawed Inflation Indexation: Using CPI-AL does not accurately capture rising rural living costs compared to CPI-
R. E.g. Mahendra Dev and Nagesh Singh Committees recommended shifting to CPI-Rural for better accuracy. 
Large Inter-State Disparities in Wages: Workers in different states earn vastly different wages for the same 
NREGA work. E.g. In FY 2025–26, Nagaland pays ₹234, while Haryana pays ₹374—a gap of ₹140. 
Base Year Remains 2009: Wage calculations still use outdated price data, undervaluing labour in current 
economic conditions. E.g. If updated to 2018 or 2022, wages could align better with real rural cost of living. 
Delayed Wage Payments: Funds often arrive late, causing economic hardship and workforce dropouts.                     
E.g. As of February 2025, ₹12,219 crore in wage liabilities remained unpaid. 
 
Way Forward: 
Link Wages to Minimum Wages of States: Align NREGA wages with the Minimum Wages Act to comply with 
legal and constitutional mandates. E.g. Supreme Court in Sanjit Roy vs State of Rajasthan (1983) held that 
paying less than minimum wage is forced labour. 
 
Switch to CPI-R with Updated 
Base Year: Ensure indexation 
reflects actual price trends and 
consumption patterns of all 
rural workers. E.g. CPI-R 
includes rural non-agricultural 
workers, offering broader 
coverage than CPI-AL. 
 
Adopt a National Floor Wage 
Policy: Create a wage floor 
(e.g., ₹375 or revised for 
inflation) for national parity 
and justice. E.g. Recommended 
by Anoop Satpathy Committee 
to ensure consistency across 
states. 
 
Ensure Timely and Transparent Payments: Fix digital delays and payment bottlenecks through better fund 
flows and grievance redressal. E.g. Wage arrears of ₹12,219 crore in 2025 have crippled scheme 
implementation in several states. 
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Implement Uniform Wage Policy: Standardise wages nationally since the Centre funds the programme; this 
avoids unjust disparities. E.g. Standing Committee (2025) called for one wage rate across all states to ensure 
fairness. 
 
Conclusion: NREGA was envisioned as a dignity-driven social security programme. However, persistent wage 
discrepancies, inflation misalignment, and payment delays continue to undermine its core objectives. Ensuring 
fair, timely, and uniform wages is not just an economic necessity but also a constitutional obligation. 
PYQ: “Economic growth in the recent past has been led by increase in labour productivity.” Explain this 
statement. Suggest the growth pattern that will lead to creation of more jobs without compromising labour 
productivity. 
 

Syllabus: Welfare Schemes for Vulnerable Sections of the population 
 

13.India’s Elderly Population 
Context: A 2025 feature highlights India’s increasing geriatric population and the urgent need for integrated 
healthcare, social security, and support services. With over 300 million elderly projected by 2050, India faces 
critical challenges in caring for its ageing citizens. 
 
About India’s Elderly Population: 

• In India, persons aged 60 and above are considered elderly 
as per government schemes and census classifications. 

• As per 2020 Population Projections Report, India had 103.8 
million elderly in 2011, expected to reach 193.4 million by 
2031. 

• By 2050, India’s senior citizen population may cross 300 
million, driven by declining fertility and increased life 
expectancy. 

 
Challenges Faced by Elderly in India: 

• Multiple Morbidities: Ageing leads to multiple chronic illnesses, demanding lifelong medications and 
specialist care. E.g. Geriatric patients at NCA often take 8–9 medications (polypharmacy). 

• Mental Health Issues: Depression, dementia, and loneliness are rising, especially post-COVID and 
among elderly in nuclear families. E.g. Elderline helpline reports increasing cases of abandonment and 
isolation. 

• Economic Insecurity: Many elderly lack regular income, pensions, or health insurance, making long-
term care unaffordable. E.g. Expensive elderly insurance restricts access to treatment. 

• Caregiver Crisis: With younger generations migrating, a shortage of trained caregivers and family 
support has emerged. E.g. Tamil Nadu launched caregiver training to bridge demand-supply gap. 

• Inadequate Infrastructure: Few age-friendly hospitals, assisted living homes, or transport systems 
cater to senior needs. E.g. Only a limited number of cities implement MBBL for elder-safe buildings. 

 
Government Initiatives for Elderly Care: 

• Atal Vayo Abhyudaya Yojana (AVYAY): Offers elderly homes, continuous care centers, and Mobile 
Medicare Units. 

• National Programme for Health Care of Elderly (NPHCE): Provides dedicated healthcare at primary to 
tertiary levels. 

• SACRED Portal: Enables re-employment of senior citizens and supports their dignity in work. 
• Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana (RVY): Distributes assistive devices to BPL seniors to aid mobility and 

independence. 
• Social Pension Schemes (NSAP): IGNOAPS provides direct pension support to poor elderly aged 60–79. 

 
Way Ahead:  
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• Expand Geriatric Infrastructure: Set up geriatric departments in every medical college and increase 
specialist doctors. E.g. Tamil Nadu government advised to establish geriatric units in all medical 
colleges. 

• Integrated Health & Social Care: Combine hospital care with community-level screening, follow-up, 
and home visits. E.g. Makkalai Thedi Maruthuvam brings medical services to the doorsteps of elderly. 

• Regulate & Expand Assisted Living: Develop affordable, safe, and regulated elder homes and care 
centers. E.g. Current assisted living options are unregulated and unaffordable for most. 

• Promote Intergenerational Bonding: Sensitize children in schools to elderly needs and encourage 
family support. E.g. Schools can integrate elderly empathy modules in curricula. 

• Digital & Financial Inclusion: Enable elderly access to online services, banking, and social safety nets.                  
E.g. Senior Citizens helpline (14567) provides emergency and welfare support. 

 
Conclusion: India’s ageing population demands a paradigm shift from reactive to preventive, community-
centric elderly care. Alongside health reforms, emotional, financial, and social support systems must evolve to 
ensure graceful ageing. The time to build an elder-inclusive society is now. 
PYQ: Performance of welfare schemes that are implemented for vulnerable sections is not so effective due to 
the absence of their awareness and active involvement at all stages of the policy process. Discuss. (UPSC-2019) 
 

Syllabus: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/ Services relating 
to Health, Education, Human Resources 
 

14.Why India’s education system fails marginalised communities? 
Context: Recent reports highlight systemic failures in India’s education system, disproportionately 
affecting marginalised communities (SC/ST/OBC). 

• The Supreme Court and activists demand reforms to bridge caste and class-based disparities in access 
to quality education. 

 
How Indian Education Fails Marginalised 
Communities? 

• Structural Inequality: Government schools in 
rural/urban slums lack infrastructure, trained 
teachers, and digital resources.                                    
E.g. Only 12% of rural schools have functional 
libraries (ASER 2023). 

• Bias in “Merit”: Competitive exams (JEE/NEET) 
favour English-medium, urban, and coaching-
trained students. E.g. 90% of IIT toppers come from elite coaching hubs like Kota. 

• Social Discrimination: Caste-based exclusion persists in campuses (hostel segregation, 
microaggressions). E.g. Rohith Vemula’s suicide exposed institutional casteism in Hyderabad 
University. 

• Low Representation: SC/ST students form <10% of PhD enrolments in top institutions (IITs/IISc).                                 
E.g. Zero ST faculty in 7 IITs (2018 govt. data). 

• Economic Barriers: Poor families prioritize livelihoods over education; dropout rates spike post-Class 
10.                E.g. 32% of Dalit girls drop out by secondary school (NSSO). 

 
Initiative taken by Government: 

• SHREYAS Scheme: Supports OBC, EBC, and DNT students with scholarships and coaching for higher 
education. 

• National Fellowship for SC/ST/OBC Students: Gives financial aid for MPhil and PhD studies in 
Indian universities. 

• Mid-Day Meal Scheme: Provides free meals in schools to boost enrollment and attendance. 
It especially benefits children from SC, ST, and poor families. 

• Ambedkar Interest Subsidy Scheme: Offers interest subsidy on education loans for overseas 
studies to OBC/EBC students. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/16/financial-inclusion/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/healthcare-reforms-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/04/05/why-indias-education-system-fails-marginalised-communities/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/marginalized-communities/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-economy-3/infrastructure/social-infrastructure/development-of-education-in-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/SCST.png


 

www.insightsonindia.com       16  InsightsIAS 

• Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP): Promotes education and empowerment of the girl child, 
especially in backward areas. 

 
Consequences of Systemic Exclusion: 

• Perpetuates Poverty: Limited access to quality education traps marginalised communities in 
poverty; over 80% of manual scavengers are Dalits. 

• Skewed Representation: Upper-caste dominance persists in elite institutions like IITs, where 90% 
of faculty belong to privileged groups. 

• Social Unrest: Student-led protests, such as against JNU fee hikes, expose deep cracks in equitable 
access to higher education. 

• Economic Loss: Education inequality leads to a $56 billion annual GDP loss, as per World Bank 
estimates. 

• Mental Health Crisis: Marginalised students suffer from higher dropout rates due to institutional 
discrimination and isolation. 

 
Reforms Needed for an Inclusive System: 

• Redefine Merit: Evaluate exam performance in the context of socio-economic disadvantages to 
ensure fairer outcomes. 

• Expand Reservations: Implement affirmative action in faculty hiring and extend it to private sector 
educational institutions. 

• Boost Infrastructure: Modernise rural schools with smart classrooms, internet access, and well-
trained educators. 

• Anti-Discrimination Cells: Establish effective grievance redressal units with strict penalties for 
caste-based bias and harassment. 

• Vocational Integration: Incorporate skill-based learning and career-linked training as outlined in 
NEP 2020 to improve employability. 

 
Conclusion: India’s education system must transform into an equalizer, not an exclusionary tool. Policy 
reforms, social accountability, and inclusive pedagogy are urgent. As Ambedkar asserted, “Education is the 
milk of the tigress—drink it, or perish without it.” 
PYQ: How have digital initiatives in India contributed to the functioning of the education system in the country? 
Elaborate on your answer. (UPSC – 2020) 
 
 

15.Compassion in Healthcare 
Context: The World Health Organization (WHO) recently released a report highlighting the need for 
compassion in primary healthcare. 
What is Compassion in Healthcare? 

• Definition: Compassion involves empathy, active listening, and responsive action tailored to the 
patient’s context and emotions.  E.g. WHO defines it as “awareness, empathy, and action” in patient 
care. 

• Human-Centric: Prioritises dignity, emotional support, and inclusivity in healthcare delivery                                                                                                           
E.g. BHS’s Amrit Clinics in Rajasthan focus on tribal patient dignity. 

• Continuous Engagement: Involves building trust through sustained interaction and community 
engagement. 

• Personalised Support: Care is adapted to socio-economic realities, especially in crisis situations.                                     
E.g. An ASHA in Gujarat helps domestic violence survivors navigate care discreetly. 

• Whole-System Response: Includes compassionate behaviour by staff at every level—ASHAs, doctors, 
and administrators alike. 

 
Importance of Compassion in Healthcare: 

• Boosts Patient Trust: Encourages early treatment-seeking and better adherence to medical advice.   
E.g. TB patients like Tukaram trusted Amrit clinics due to dignified treatment. 
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• Enables Responsive Systems: Improves PHC response in disaster or epidemic situations.       E.g. Tamil 
Nadu’s post-tsunami response was coordinated and compassionate. 

• Supports Vulnerable Groups: Empowers ASHAs to identify and 
support violence survivors or elderly.                      E.g. Gujarat’s 
SWATI-trained ASHAs provide discreet referrals. 

• Enhances Health Outcomes: People-centred care reduces 
mortality, relapses, and mental trauma. 

• Strengthens Health Infrastructure: Compassionate systems 
attract higher footfall and engagement.                            E.g. 
Amrit Clinics saw a rise from 40,000 to 51,930 patients in 3 
years. 

 
Challenges to Compassion in India’s Health System 

• Overburdened Staff: PHC doctors manage 40+ national programs, reducing time per patient.                                     
E.g. Rajasthan PHC doctors juggle administration, reporting, and patient care. 

• Systemic Fragmentation: Decentralisation without accountability hampers compassionate delivery.                           
E.g. Eastern India PHCs lacked epidemic training seen in Tamil Nadu. 

• Lack of Training: Compassion and trauma-informed care are not integrated into medical education. 
• Infrastructure Gaps: Shortages of drugs, diagnostics, and logistics disincentivise compassionate action. 
• Stigma and Fear: Patients facing abuse or sensitive issues fear judgment from known community staff.                      

E.g. SWATI bypasses PHCs for counselling to protect survivor identity. 
 
Way Ahead: 

• Curriculum Reform: Include empathy and trauma-informed care in health education and in-service 
training. 

• Strengthen Support Systems: Increase staffing and provide psychosocial support to frontline workers. 
E.g. Tamil Nadu trains public health teams annually for disaster response. 

• Decentralised and Sensitive Care: Empower ASHAs with referral pathways and community-based 
solutions. 

• Technology + Trust: Digital tools must not replace human engagement but enhance outreach and 
diagnostics. 

• Systemic Integration: Embed compassion into health policies and audits, ensuring it is measurable and 
not aspirational. 

 
Conclusion: Compassion is not a soft skill but a strategic necessity in healthcare. India’s examples—from Amrit 
Clinics to Tamil Nadu’s disaster response—show that when systems are responsive and respectful, outcomes 
improve significantly. A compassionate approach ensures equity, effectiveness, and trust—pillars for a robust 
public health future. 
PYQ: Apart from intellectual competency and moral qualities, empathy and compassion are some of the other 
vital attributes that facilitate the civil servants to be more competent in tackling the crucial issues or taking 
critical decisions. Explain with suitable illustrations. (UPSC-2022) 
 

16.Primary Health Care in India 
 Context: The National Health Accounts 2021–2022 reveal only a marginal increase in healthcare spending, 
highlighting gaps in India’s primary healthcare system despite schemes like Ayushman Bharat. 
 
Status of Primary Health Care in India: 

• India’s public health infrastructure includes 1.75 lakh Ayushman Arogya Mandirs (AAMs), 
handling 350 crore consultations (MoHFW, 2024). 

• Per capita out-of-pocket expenditure (OOPHE) has declined, but private sector still dominates (68% of 
total health expenditure). 

• National Quality Assurance Standards (NQAS) aim to improve service quality, yet trust in public 
healthcare remains low. 
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Need for Primary Healthcare in India 
• Early Disease Detection and Prevention: Timely interventions through primary care help detect and 

manage diseases early, reducing burden on tertiary hospitals. E.g: Routine diabetes and hypertension 
screening under Ayushman Arogya Mandirs. 

• Reducing Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OOPE): Strong primary healthcare minimizes expensive 
hospitalization costs by providing early treatment. E.g: OOPE declined from 62.6% (2014-15) to 39.4% 
(2021-22) as per NHA report. 

• Bridging Rural-Urban Healthcare 
Gap: Primary Health Centres 
(PHCs) act as the first point of 
contact in rural and tribal areas. 
E.g: 1.75 lakh Ayushman Arogya 
Mandirs established to deliver 
doorstep healthcare. 

• Managing Non-Communicable 
Diseases (NCDs): Primary care is 
essential for long-term 
management of lifestyle diseases 
like cancer, diabetes, heart 
ailments. E.g: Health and 
Wellness Centres now include 
NCD screenings under NHM. 

• Strengthening Health System 
Resilience: A robust primary care 
network can tackle pandemics, 
reduce hospital overload, and ensure community health preparedness. E.g: PHCs and CHCs served as 
frontline COVID-19 vaccination centres across India. 

 
Challenges in Primary Healthcare: 
Visibility: 
Lack of Trust: Trust deficit in public healthcare reduces its utilization; private hospitals are often preferred for 
perceived better quality (NHA 2021-22). 
Limited Awareness: Many citizens are unaware of schemes like Ayushman Bharat Arogya Mandir, reducing 
community engagement. 
Accessibility: 
Geographical Gaps: Remote and tribal areas still face inadequate distribution of primary health centers (e.g., 
shortfall of 18% PHCs in hilly regions). 
Infrastructure Deficits: Lack of modern facilities, especially diagnostic equipment, hampers quality healthcare 
delivery in rural belts. 
Affordability: 
Private Sector Dominance: Private healthcare accounts for a major share of services, making treatment costly 
despite public schemes. 
Hidden Costs: Expenses like transportation, diagnostics, and non-listed treatments still burden rural families. 
 
Way Ahead for Primary Healthcare 

• Improving Visibility: 
o Community-Based Awareness Drives: Use village health committees to spread information on 

free services at Ayushman Bharat Health Centres. 
o Publish User Feedback Reports: Regular public disclosure of service quality ratings to build 

people’s trust and confidence. 
• Enhancing Accessibility: 

o Mobile Health Clinics: Deploy mobile units in remote and underserved regions to bridge access 
gaps, modelled on Kerala’s e-Sanjeevani initiative. 

o Strengthen Digital Health Platforms: Expand telemedicine services through e-health portals, 
ensuring last-mile consultation support. 
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• Boosting Affordability: 
o Wider Coverage under PMJAY: Extend free healthcare coverage to the near-poor and 

vulnerable middle-income groups. 
o Strengthen Generic Medicine Availability: Expand Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 

Pariyojana outlets to bring down drug costs substantially. 
 
Conclusion: Strengthening India’s primary healthcare needs an integrated approach focusing on trust building, 
infrastructure upgrading, and financial protection. With Ayushman Bharat and health system reforms, India is 
on a path toward universal health coverage, but sustained efforts are crucial to ensure equity and resilience in 
healthcare delivery. 
PYQ: Assess the implications of the rising burden of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) on India’s economy, 
society, and healthcare system. What measures are needed to achieve Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 
3.4, which aims to reduce premature mortality from NCDs by one-third by 2030? (250 words) 
 

17.Type 5 Diabetes 
Context: The International Diabetes Federation (IDF) formally recognised Type 5 Diabetes — a malnutrition-
related form of diabetes at the World Diabetes Congress 2024 held in Bangkok. 
About Type 5 Diabetes: 

• What is Type 5 Diabetes? 
o A form of diabetes primarily linked to severe malnutrition. 
o Common in young, thin individuals from low- and middle-

income countries. 
o Affects an estimated 20–25 million people, especially in Asia 

and Africa. 
• Causes: 

o Protein-energy malnutrition during critical growth years. 
o Long-term dietary deficiencies, particularly in protein and micronutrients. 
o Possibly linked to early-life undernutrition and poor metabolic adaptation. 

• Symptoms: 
o Sudden weight loss or consistently low weight. 
o Frequent urination and excessive thirst (common to all types). 
o Symptoms mimic Type 1 diabetes but respond differently to insulin therapy. 

• How It Differs from Other Types of Diabetes? 

Type Key Characteristic Main Cause Common Profile 

Type 1  Insulin deficiency Autoimmune Children, young adults 

Type 2 Insulin resistance Obesity, lifestyle Middle-aged, obese adults 

Type 5 
Insulin deficiency (due to 
malnutrition) 

Severe malnutrition 
Lean youth, low BMI 
(<18.5) 

 
• Not autoimmune like Type 1, and not obesity-driven like Type 2. 
• Standard insulin therapy may cause dangerously low sugar levels. 
• Treatment: 

o No global standard yet, but promising strategies include: 
▪ Small doses of insulin combined with oral hypoglycemic drugs. 
▪ Nutritional support: High-protein, low-carbohydrate diets. 
▪ Correction of micronutrient deficiencies through supplements. 
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18.Preventive Healthcare 
Context: India faces a “silent epidemic” of non-communicable diseases (NCDs), contributing to 66% of 
deaths and threatening economic growth. Experts advocate preventive healthcare to curb this crisis and secure 
a healthier future. 
What is Preventive Healthcare? 

• Focuses on disease prevention rather than treatment, 
through early detection, lifestyle changes, and vaccinations. 

• Key Characteristics: 
o Proactive: Regular health check-ups (e.g., BP, diabetes 

screenings). 
o Holistic: Combines nutrition, exercise, mental health, 

and pollution control. 
o Tech-Driven: Uses AI, wearables, and apps for risk 

prediction. 
• Examples: 

o Ayushman Bharat HWCs (Health & Wellness Centres) for rural screening. 
o National Cancer Screening Programme for early detection. 

 
Importance of Preventive Healthcare in India: 

• Rising Burden of NCDs: Non-communicable diseases like heart disease, cancer, and diabetes cause 
over 5 million deaths annually in India. E.g. 22% of Indians face the risk of premature death from NCDs 
before the age of 70. 

• Economic Consequences: The growing NCD crisis is projected to cost India $3.5–4 trillion by 2030, 
reducing national productivity. 

• Threat to Youth and Workforce: Rising obesity and hypertension among young adults are weakening 
India’s demographic dividend. E.g. Urban youth increasingly suffer from preventable conditions like 
Type-2 diabetes. 

• Strong Lifestyle Link: Poor diet, lack of exercise, and tobacco use are linked to 80% of heart attacks and 
strokes. E.g. WHO studies show 4 out of 5 cardiovascular events can be avoided with lifestyle changes. 

• Digital Health Potential: With over 750 million smartphone users, India can scale AI-powered health 
alerts and early interventions. E.g. Apollo’s “ProHealth” app uses AI to predict health risks based on 
lifestyle and vitals. 

 
Challenges to Preventive Healthcare in India: 

• Lack of Preventive Awareness: Most Indians seek healthcare only when symptoms appear, delaying 
early detection. E.g. Only 30% of urban adults go for annual health check-ups. 

• Urban–Rural Disparity: Primary healthcare infrastructure in rural areas is poor, with limited diagnostics 
and doctors. E.g. India has only 1 doctor per 1,457 citizens, worse in villages. 

• Budgetary Constraints: Low public spending on health limits investment in preventive services and 
screenings. E.g. India allocates just 2.1% of its GDP to healthcare, far below OECD average of 8–10%. 

• Cultural Perceptions: People avoid medical visits unless sick, neglecting preventive habits and early 
screenings. E.g. “No illness = no doctor” remains a common belief, especially in semi-urban regions. 

• Low Corporate Involvement: Few companies promote preventive care or wellness initiatives for their 
employees. E.g. Less than 10% of Indian firms have structured annual health programs. 

 
Way Forward: Enhancing Preventive Healthcare 

• Policy-Led Interventions: Strengthen Ayushman Bharat’s Health & Wellness Centres and regulate 
packaged food contents. 

• Public Health Campaigns: Large-scale initiatives should promote regular check-ups, nutrition, and 
fitness habits. E.g. “Eat Right India” and “Fit India Movement” target behavioural lifestyle shifts. 

• Corporate Health Mandates: Incentivize annual health screenings and wellness programs in private 
and public sectors. 

• Integrate Technology for Early Detection: Use AI tools and health wearables for continuous monitoring 
and early diagnosis. 
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• Healthy Urban Design: Cities should promote physical activity through walkable layouts and open 
spaces. E.g. Bhopal’s Smart City plan includes green parks and pedestrian zones for public fitness. 

 
Conclusion: Preventive healthcare is India’s best weapon against NCDs and economic losses. Policy reforms, 
tech adoption, and public participation can transform health outcomes. A “health-first” mindset will secure 
both individual well-being and national prosperity. 
PYQ: ‘Besides being a moral imperative of a Welfare State, primary health structure is a necessary precondition 
for sustainable development.” Analyze. (UPSC-2021) 
 
 

19.‘Education and Nutrition: Learn to Eat Well’ Report 
Context: UNESCO released its global report “Education and Nutrition: Learn to Eat Well” in March, during the 
‘Nutrition for Growth’ summit hosted by France. 
Data & Statistics from UNESCO Report: 

1. Global Reach: 418 million children globally benefit from school meals across 161 countries. 
2. Nutritional Gaps: Over 1 in 2 school feeding programs globally lack sufficient fruit and vegetables, 

with one-third offering sugary drinks. 
3. Obesity Rise: Childhood overweight and obesity have doubled in 100+ countries over the past two 

decades. 
4. India Context: The PM-POSHAN scheme feeds 118 million children daily — one of the largest school 

feeding programs globally. 
5. Hidden Hunger: Despite coverage, micronutrient deficiencies remain widespread due to poor dietary 

diversity.                                                                       
E.g. Only 17 countries globally integrate nutrition education into school curricula with strong links to 
national food standards. 

 
Interlink Between Education and Nutrition: 

• Improved Learning Outcomes: Nutritious meals directly improve attention, memory, and classroom 
performance. 

• Equity and Access: School meals act as an incentive for enrolment, especially for girls and low-income 
families. 

• Health Foundation: Childhood nutrition shapes lifelong cognitive and physical development, 
impacting earning capacity. 

• Support for Local Economy: When linked with local agriculture, school feeding creates farm-to-table 
economies. 

• Social Justice Tool: Acts as a safety net for vulnerable populations, reducing inequality in access to 
food and education.                                                        
E.g. Countries with robust meal programs like Brazil and Finland report both higher retention and 
better learning metrics. 

 
Key Challenges Highlighted: 

• Poor Food Quality: Many school meals contain ultra-processed, sugary, and nutrient-poor items. 
• Lack of Nutrition Education: Few countries link feeding with curriculum-based nutrition literacy. 
• Overdependence on Staples: Programs overly rely on rice, wheat, and maize, lacking dietary diversity. 
• Urban vs Rural Divide: Infrastructure, cold chains, and supply chains differ significantly, affecting 

consistency. 
• Monitoring Gaps: Many nations lack standard indicators to evaluate meal impact on health and 

education. E.g. Only 8% of countries track the nutritional quality of school meals against WHO 
standards. 
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Way Forward: 

• Integrated Curriculum: Embed nutrition education in school syllabi across subjects and grades. 
• Standards & Guidelines: Adopt science-backed food standards aligned with WHO dietary guidelines. 
• Localised Procurement: Link school meals to sustainable agriculture, ensuring seasonal and diverse 

food. 
• Teacher & Staff Training: Upskill teachers to deliver food education effectively in classrooms. 
• Monitoring Framework: Establish national benchmarks and evaluation indicators for nutrition and 

educational gains. E.g. UNESCO calls for every country to develop a national strategy on school 
nutrition with clear accountability measures. 

 
Conclusion: UNESCO report underscores that quality education and quality nutrition must go hand-in-hand. 
Investing in well-balanced school meals is not merely a welfare gesture but a strategic move for human capital 
development. A nourished mind learns better — and a better-educated child builds a stronger nation. 
PYQ: How far do you agree with the view that the focus on lack of availability of food as the main cause of 
hunger takes the attention away from ineffective human development policies in India? (UPSC-2018) 
 

20.Nutrition in Children 
Context: At the Nutrition for Growth (N4G) Summit in Paris, world leaders stressed the urgent need to 
integrate food literacy into school education to tackle global malnutrition challenges. 
About Nutrition for Growth (N4G) Summit: 

• What It Is? 
o A global summit aimed at mobilizing commitments to tackle malnutrition in all its forms. 

• Organized In:  
• Objective: 

o To accelerate progress towards ending malnutrition by aligning nutrition goals with the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

o To emphasize a shift beyond food availability to improving food literacy and healthy eating 
habits, especially among children. 

• Outcomes: 
o Extension of the UN Decade of Action on Nutrition from 2025 to 2030. 
o Global endorsement to embed nutrition education in school curricula. 
o Renewed commitment to promote bio-diverse and sustainable diets. 

 
Importance of Nutrition in Children: 

• Critical Growth Window: Good nutrition is vital during adolescence, offering a second opportunity to 
correct early childhood deficits. 

• Health Foundation: Nearly 70% of preventable adult diseases (e.g., diabetes, heart disease) are linked 
to poor childhood eating habits. 

• Behavioural Impact: Nutrition affects physical growth, cognitive development, emotional resilience, 
and social behaviours. 
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• Global Indicator: Minimum 
Dietary Diversity adopted 
under SDG 2 evaluates 
children’s diet quality, 
promoting varied, nutrient-
rich intake. 

 
Challenges to Providing Nutrition to 
Children: 

• Food Environment: Easy 
access to processed, high-
sugar foods through digital 
marketing and fast delivery 
apps distorts healthy choices. 

• Lack of Education: Most 
children lack basic food 
literacy due to outdated or 
missing nutrition education in 
schools. 

• Dietary Diversity Deficit: In 
India and globally, 
most children do not 
consume at least five 
of ten essential food 
groups daily. 

• Infrastructure Gaps: 
Lack of structured 
curriculums, trained 
teachers, and 
supportive 
environments like 
kitchen gardens in 
schools. 

• Cultural Disconnect: 
Modern diets 
increasingly ignore 
local, seasonal, and 
traditional food 
systems vital for nutrition and sustainability. 

 
Way Ahead: 

• Integrate Structured Curriculum: Introduce age-appropriate nutrition education from preschool 
through middle school. 

• Promote Bio-diverse Diets: Encourage consumption of local, seasonal, and traditional foods to improve 
health and protect the environment. 

• Train Educators: Equip teachers with modern resources and training to impart food literacy effectively. 
• Practical Learning: Encourage school gardens, cooking classes, and real-life food literacy experiences. 
• Empower Children: Position students as change-makers, influencing families and communities towards 

better nutrition and food sustainability. 
 
Conclusion: Building food literacy from a young age is critical to creating healthier, resilient future generations. 
By embedding nutrition education in schools, India and the world can address malnutrition, lifestyle diseases, 
and environmental degradation simultaneously. Urgent investment in structured, experiential nutrition 
learning will yield lifetime dividends for individuals and societies. 
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PYQ: Child cuddling is now being replaced by mobile phones. Discuss its impact on the socialization of children. 
(UPSC-2023) 
 

21.Egg Mayonnaise 
Context: The Tamil Nadu government banned the production and sale of mayonnaise made using raw eggs for 
one year under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, citing serious health risks linked to foodborne 
pathogens like Salmonella and E. coli. 
 
About Egg Mayonnaise: 

• What is Egg Mayonnaise? 
o Egg mayonnaise is a semi-solid emulsion made from raw egg 

yolk, vegetable oil, and acid (like vinegar or lemon juice), with 
seasoning. 

o Origin: Believed to have originated in France or Spain, it is now a global staple in fast food—
used in sandwiches, burgers, wraps, and momos. 

• How it Differs from Traditional Mayonnaise? 
o Traditional Mayonnaise: Uses raw or pasteurised egg yolk. 
o Eggless Variants: Use emulsifiers like soy proteins or milk solids instead of eggs—more 

common in India due to dietary preferences and food safety concerns. 
• Health Impact of Raw Egg Mayonnaise: 

o Pathogen Risk: Raw eggs may harbor Salmonella typhimurium, Salmonella enteritidis, E. coli, 
and Listeria monocytogenes. 

o Public Health Concern: High humidity and poor refrigeration in India raise the risk of 
contamination. 

o Vulnerable Groups: Children, the elderly, and immunocompromised individuals are at greater 
risk. 

o Symptoms: Can include vomiting, diarrhea, fever, and intestinal infection. 
 
About Section 30 of the FSSAI Act, 2006: 

• Section 30 of the FSSAI Act, 2006 empowers the State Government to appoint a Commissioner of Food 
Safety to ensure effective implementation of food safety laws. 

 
Key powers include: 

• Prohibit manufacture, sale, or distribution of unsafe food for up to one year in public interest. 

• Survey food processing units to check compliance with standards. 

• Conduct training and awareness programs on food safety. 

• Ensure uniform and accountable enforcement of food standards. 

• Sanction prosecution for offences involving imprisonment. 

• Delegate powers (excluding key appointments) to subordinates as needed. 
 
 

Syllabus: India and its Neighbourhood- Relations 

22.India China 75th Anniversary of Diplomatic Ties 
Context: India and China marked the 75th anniversary of their diplomatic ties on April 1, 2025. President Xi 
Jinping and President Droupadi Murmu exchanged messages, emphasizing strategic trust, regional peace, and 
mutual growth. 
 
Significance of the 75th Anniversary of India-China Bilateral Relations 
• Diplomatic Milestone: Highlights the longevity of ties between two 
ancient civilisations and modern Asian powers. 
• Platform for Reset: The anniversary serves as an opportunity to 
normalise strained relations post the 2020 Galwan clash. 
• Leaders’ Messages: PM Modi stressed on multipolar stability, while Xi 
Jinping advocated for a “dragon-elephant tango” of cooperation. 
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• People-to-People Ties: 70,000 visas were issued to Indians in Q1 2025, indicating growing mutual interest. 
• Strategic Shift: Reaffirmation of shared global responsibilities as leaders in the Global South.                                                 
E.g. The revival of Kailash Mansarovar Yatra is among the confidence-building measures to improve relations. 
 
History of India-China Bilateral Relations: 

• Early Relations (1950s): India was the first non-socialist country to recognize PRC; 1954 Panchsheel 
Agreement was signed. E.g. Emphasis on peaceful coexistence and mutual respect. 

• Conflict Phase (1962): Relations soured post the Sino-Indian War due to unresolved border disputes.                                      
E.g. LAC disagreements continue from this legacy. 

• Normalization (1980s–2000s): Rajiv Gandhi’s 1988 visit to China restarted ties. Mechanisms like WMCC 
(2012) addressed border issues. E.g. Special Representatives Mechanism was established in 2003. 

• Trade and Dialogue (2000s): Economic ties improved, with bilateral trade surpassing $138 billion by 
2024. E.g. Both nations became key BRICS members. 

• Recent Tensions: Doklam standoff (2017) and Galwan Valley clash (2020) strained relations 
significantly. E.g. Border clashes triggered diplomatic freeze until late 2023. 

 
Areas of cooperation between India and China: 

• Multilateral Forums: Active participation in BRICS, SCO, G20, and Global South initiatives.                                            
E.g. Joint advocacy for Global South’s interests. 

• Cultural and Academic Exchanges: Increase in student exchange programs, art exhibitions, and 
tourism.                   E.g. Over 70,000 Indian visas issued by China in early 2025. 

• Trade and Commerce: Despite border tensions, trade continues to be a strong pillar of cooperation.                     
E.g. $138.5 billion trade volume in 2024. 

• Climate & Global Governance: Common interests in climate change mitigation and equitable global 
order. E.g. Shared stance on climate finance and sustainable development. 

• Public Diplomacy: High-level visits, media dialogues, and people-to-people contacts continue. 
E.g.Recent talks on resumption of air services and river cooperation. 

 
Points of difference between India and China: 

• Border Dispute: Unresolved Line of Actual Control (LAC) issues, especially in Ladakh and Arunachal 
Pradesh. E.g. Galwan Valley clash of 2020 remains a flashpoint. 

• Strategic Rivalry: China’s close ties with Pakistan and its presence in Indian Ocean concerns India. E.g. 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative excludes India. 

• Trade Imbalance: India faces a persistent trade deficit with China due to heavy reliance on Chinese 
imports. E.g. Indian imports far exceed exports. 

• Perception Gap: China’s assertive policies conflict with India’s emphasis on strategic autonomy and 
sovereignty. E.g. Different views on Indo-Pacific strategies. 

• Security Trust Deficit: Border militarisation and lack of transparency continue to undermine mutual 
trust. E.g. Increased troop deployment since 2020 clashes. 

 
Way Ahead: 

• Strengthen Dialogue: Continue regular meetings under SR Mechanism and border management 
dialogues. 

• Build Trust: Promote confidence-building measures like joint exercises and cultural diplomacy. 
• Balanced Trade: Address trade imbalance through strategic investment partnerships and 

diversification. 
• Multilateral Cooperation: Work jointly on global platforms to address climate, health, and peace 

issues. 
• Focus on People: Encourage student, business, tourism, and academic exchanges to rebuild public 

trust. 
 
Conclusion: India-China relations, while historically complex, hold transformative potential for both nations 
and the world. With strategic maturity and mutual respect, the bilateral ties can shift from confrontation to 
cooperation. The 75th anniversary offers a timely opportunity to recalibrate and build enduring peace and 
prosperity. 
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PYQ: The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is viewed as a cardinal subset of China’s larger ‘One Belt 
One Road’ initiative. Give a brief description of CPEC and enumerate the reasons why India has distanced itself 
from the same. (UPSC-2018) 
 

23.India – Sri Lanka Relation 
Context: Prime Minister of India visit to Sri Lanka strengthened bilateral ties with 7 key MoU’s in defence, 
energy, and digitization. The visit also addressed China’s growing influence in the Indian Ocean region. 
 
Recent Outcomes of India-Sri Lanka Bilateral Meet: 

• Defence Cooperation Agreement: 
o Umbrella MoU signed for structured military collaboration, countering China’s Hambantota 

port presence. Example: Joint exercises like SLINEX (Navy), MITRA SHAKTI (Army) to expand. 

• Energy & Infrastructure Boost: 
o Trincomalee Energy Hub development with UAE partnership. 
o Solar power plant launched in Trincomalee; railway projects worth $106M inaugurated. 

• Economic Support: 
o $100M Indian loans converted to grants; interest rates reduced on existing debt.                                    

Example: Sri Lanka’s economic crisis (2022) saw India provide $4B aid. 

• Cultural & Religious Ties: 
o Buddha relics from Gujarat to be displayed in Sri Lanka for Vesak 2025. 
o India to renovate Thirukoneswaram Temple and Sita Eliya Temple. 

• Digital & Health Collaboration: 
o MoUs on e-governance, healthcare, and Eastern Province development. 

 
Historical India–Sri Lanka Relations: 

• Ancient Civilizational Links: Emperor 
Ashoka sent his children to Sri Lanka in 
the 3rd century BCE to propagate 
Buddhism, linking Bodh Gaya with 
Anuradhapura’s Mahabodhi Temple. 

• Colonial & Post-Independence Ties: 
Both nations shared anti-colonial 
struggles, and formal diplomatic 
relations began in 1948 soon after Sri 
Lanka’s independence from British rule. 

• IPKF & Civil War: India’s 1987–1990 
peacekeeping mission during the LTTE 
conflict strained ties, despite intentions 
to stabilize the ethnic crisis. 

• Trade & Connectivity: The 2000 India–Sri Lanka FTA boosted trade to $5.54 billion in 2023–24, with 
resumed ferry services reconnecting Tamil Nadu and Jaffna. 

• Humanitarian Assistance: Since 2014, India has built 60,000 houses for war-affected Tamils and 
provided essential aid during Sri Lanka’s 2022 economic crisis. 

 
Challenges to Bilateral Ties 

• China’s Strategic Inroads: The 99-year lease of Hambantota Port to China and docking of Yuan Wang 5 
in 2022 raise major security concerns for India. 

• Fishermen Disputes: Frequent arrests of Tamil Nadu fishermen near Katchatheevu Island highlight 
unresolved maritime boundaries and livelihood tensions. 

• Sri Lanka’s Debt Crisis: A $3.7 billion Chinese oil refinery deal in 2025 deepens Colombo’s economic 
dependency, limiting India’s strategic influence. 

• Political Instability: Shifting coalitions in Sri Lanka, including pro-China factions, challenge sustained 
engagement with India-friendly policies. 
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• Ethnic Reconciliation: Post-war Tamil grievances remain unresolved, with limited progress on 
devolution under the 13th Amendment supported by India. 

 
Way Forward 

• Counter China’s Influence: India must accelerate Trincomalee port development and strategic 
investments to counterbalance China’s expanding Indian Ocean footprint. 

• Boost Trade & Investment: Finalizing the ETCA will deepen economic ties and attract Indian 
investment in tourism, manufacturing, and digital infrastructure. 

• Maritime Security: India should expand the Colombo Security Conclave with Mauritius and Maldives to 
ensure regional maritime domain awareness. 

• Cultural Diplomacy: Promoting Buddhist heritage circuits linking Bodh Gaya and Anuradhapura can 
strengthen soft power and people-to-people ties. 

• People-Centric Projects: Scaling Indian housing, education, and skills initiatives, especially in Tamil-
majority areas, will foster goodwill and trust. 

 
Conclusion: India-Sri Lanka ties, rooted in history and geography, must adapt to 21st-century geopolitics. 
Balancing development aid, security cooperation, and cultural bonds will ensure Colombo remains a trusted 
partner, not a Chinese satellite. 
PYQ: ‘India is an age-old friend of Sri Lanka.’ Discuss India’s role in the recent crisis in Sri Lanka in the light of 
the preceding statement. (UPSC-2022) 
 

24.India-Bangladesh Transshipment Facility 
Context: India revoked the 2020 transshipment facility allowing Bangladesh to use its territory for third-country 
exports, citing logistical and strategic concerns. The move has significant implications for trade and regional 
diplomacy. 
What Was the India-Bangladesh Transshipment Facility? 

• Policy Overview (2020): India allowed Bangladesh to use its 
Land Customs Stations (LCSs) and ports to send export 
cargo to third countries like Nepal, Bhutan, and Myanmar. 

• Primary Objective: It aimed to reduce transportation costs 
and improve logistical efficiency for Bangladesh’s key export 
sectors, particularly readymade garments (RMG). 

• Implementation Scope: Cargo was routed via Indian ports 
(e.g., Kolkata, Delhi Airport) to enable faster global access, 
especially for landlocked regions. 

• India’s Support: Seen as a goodwill gesture enhancing 
regional trade integration under India’s “Neighbourhood 
First” policy. 

 
Why India Withdrew the Facility 

• Domestic Industry Concerns: The Apparel Export Promotion Council (AEPC) pushed for withdrawal, 
citing competition with Bangladeshi textile exports. 

• Logistics Burden: Rising freight costs and congestion at Indian ports and airports, particularly Delhi, 
impacted India’s own exporters. 

• Strategic Unease: Bangladesh’s growing proximity to China and remarks undermining India’s strategic 
position in the northeast added to concerns. 

• Security Dimensions: Bangladesh inviting Chinese investments near India’s Siliguri Corridor (e.g., 
Lalmonirhat airbase) raised red flags. 

• Political Signals: The move could be interpreted as a diplomatic message to discourage geopolitical 
drift away from India’s influence. 

 
Implications: 
On Bangladesh: 
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• Trade Disruption: Increases export cost and delays delivery to third countries, especially RMG exports 
which earned $50 billion in 2024. 

• Infrastructure Stress: Bangladesh lacks equivalent logistical infrastructure to compensate quickly for 
this gap. 

• Market Access Loss: Access to Indian airports like Delhi, a hub for Europe and US-bound goods, is now 
limited. 

• Strategic Setback: Affects Bangladesh’s positioning as a transit hub and weakens confidence among 
global investors. 

On India: 
• Reduced Congestion: Eases pressure on Indian airports and ports handling both domestic and 

Bangladeshi cargo. 
• Domestic Textile Boost: Protects Indian exporters from losing market share in Europe/US to 

Bangladeshi rivals. 
• Strategic Control: Reinforces India’s hold over regional logistics amid China’s growing regional 

footprint. 
• Possible Image Setback: May be perceived as reactive rather than cooperative diplomacy, affecting 

India’s soft power. 
 
Way Ahead: 

• Structured Dialogue: India and Bangladesh should open high-level diplomatic channels to clarify trade 
expectations. 

• Policy Balance: India must balance domestic industry interests with strategic regional engagement. 
• Joint Infrastructure Projects: Instead of exclusion, invest in shared logistics like dry ports or 

transshipment corridors. 
• Regional Cooperation Frameworks: Use SAARC, BBIN, or BIMSTEC to formulate region-wide transit 

agreements. 
• Revise with Conditions: India could reinstate a conditional version of the facility with better security 

and economic clauses. 
 
Conclusion: India’s revocation of the transshipment facility underscores the complex interplay between trade, 
strategy, and diplomacy. While protecting domestic interests is key, ensuring long-term regional stability and 
economic integration requires transparent, consultative policymaking. 
PYQ: ‘China is using its economic relations and positive trade surplus as tools to develop potential military 
power status in Asia’, In the light of this statement, discuss its impact on India as her neighbour. (UPSC-2017) 
 

25.India-Saudi Arabia Relations 
 Context: Prime Minister of India visit to Saudi Arabia aims to strengthen the growing India-Saudi Strategic 
Partnership, with new agreements expected in trade, defence, and investment under the Strategic Partnership 
Council framework. 
 
About India-Saudi Arabia Relations: 
Historical Background of India-Saudi Arabia Relations 
Establishment of Diplomatic Ties: Formal diplomatic relations were established in 1947. 
Major Milestones: 

• Delhi Declaration (2006) during King Abdullah’s visit laid the foundation for a strategic partnership. 
• Riyadh Declaration (2010) during PM Manmohan Singh’s visit elevated the relationship to a new 

strategic level. 
 
Recent Developments: 

• PM Modi’s visits in 2016, 2019, and 2025 have expanded the scope to energy, defence, space, and 
culture. 

• Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s visits to India in 2019 and 2023 further deepened ties. 
 
Existing Opportunities for India-Saudi Arabia: 
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• Economic Partnership: 
o Saudi Arabia is India’s 5th largest 

trading partner with bilateral 
trade of USD 42.98 billion (FY 
2023-24). 

o Huge investment potential, 
including PIF’s USD 10 billion 
investment in sectors like retail, 
technology, and agriculture. 

• Energy Cooperation: 
o Saudi Arabia remains India’s 3rd 

largest crude oil supplier, 
contributing 3% of India’s oil 
imports in 2023-24. 

o Collaboration in renewables 
through the International Solar 
Alliance (ISA). 

• Defence and Security Ties: Increasing defence exchanges, naval exercises like Al Mohed Al Hindi, and 
joint land forces exercise Ex-Sada Tanseeq-I held in 2024. 

• Cultural and People-to-People Linkages: 
o Indian diaspora in Saudi Arabia numbers 7 million, acting as a vital socio-economic bridge. 
o Cultural MoUs, yoga cooperation, and growing tourism and sports engagement. 

• Strategic Convergence: Alignment between Vision 2030 (Saudi Arabia) and Viksit Bharat 2047 (India) 
fosters synergies in infrastructure, innovation, and human capital development. 

 
Challenges in India-Saudi Arabia Relations: 

• Geopolitical Instability: Regional conflicts like the Yemen War or Iran-Saudi tensions could affect 
bilateral dynamics. 

• Competition with China: Saudi Arabia’s parallel engagement with China, including joining BRICS Plus, 
could create strategic balancing challenges for India. 

• Oil Dependence: India’s high dependency on Saudi oil (14.3%) makes it vulnerable to energy market 
fluctuations. 

• Labour Issues: Issues related to the rights and welfare of Indian workers in Saudi Arabia occasionally 
surface, needing sustained consular intervention. 

• Cultural Sensitivities: While reforms in Saudi Arabia are underway, navigating religious and cultural 
norms remains delicate for expanding people-to-people relations. 

 
Way Forward: 

• Diversify Economic Cooperation: Move beyond oil to sectors like fintech, renewable energy, food 
security, and digital economy. 

• Strengthen Defence and Security Ties: Enhance cooperation in defence production, cyber security, and 
counter-terrorism training. 

• Promote People-to-People Connect: Expand educational exchanges, cultural festivals, and tourism 
promotion between both nations. 

• Support Saudi Arabia’s Vision 2030: Invest in Saudi megaprojects like NEOM city and emerging sectors 
like entertainment and tourism to leverage growth opportunities. 

• Build Multilateral Collaboration: Work closely with Saudi Arabia in multilateral platforms like G20, 
BRICS+, ISA, and in regional forums to push for a multipolar, rule-based global order. 

 
Conclusion: India-Saudi Arabia ties have matured into a multifaceted strategic partnership driven by strong 
political will and economic complementarities. The current visit strengthens this trajectory, promising greater 
cooperation in emerging sectors critical for both nations’ growth stories. 
PYQ: “India’s relations with Israel have, of late, acquired a depth and diversity, which cannot be rolled back.” 
Discuss. (UPSC-2018) 
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26.Role of Global South in Achieving Ukraine peace 
Context: As Ukraine war nears a fragile ceasefire, debates intensify over who should oversee peace 
implementation. The Global South (Africa, Asia, Latin America) emerges as a credible alternative to NATO-led 
forces, given its neutrality and UN peacekeeping expertise. 
 
Understanding the Global South: 

• A coalition of developing nationsacross Africa, Asia, Latin 
America, advocating for equitable global governance. 
E.g. BRICS (Brazil, India, South Africa) and G77 represent its 
collective voice. 

• Neutrality in Ukraine War: Maintained non-aligned stances, 
unlike Western backing for Ukraine or Russian alliances. 
E.g. India balanced ties with Russia (energy imports) and 
Ukraine (humanitarian aid). 

• UN Peacekeeping Legacy: Contributed 60% of UN peacekeepers; India alone deployed 290,000 
troops in 50+ missions. 

• Economic & Diplomatic Clout: Represents 75% of world population and 40% of global GDP (PPP). 
• Demand for Multipolar World Order: Challenges Western dominance in institutions like UNSC, IMF. 

 
Why EU/US Peace Efforts Failed in Ukraine? 

• NATO’s Perceived Bias: Russia sees NATO as a threat and rejects its involvement in peace efforts, 
calling troops “Trojan horses.” 

• Lack of Trust from Moscow: Western military aid worth over $175 billion fuels Russian fears of 
encirclement and aggression. 

• Domestic Opposition in Europe: Around 70% of French citizens opposed troop deployment in 2024, 
limiting EU political maneuvering. 

• Dependence on US Leadership: EU lacks strategic autonomy; Trump’s ambiguous stance weakens long-
term peace engagement. 

• Escalation Risks: Stationing NATO forces near Russian borders increases chances of full-scale war. 
 
Why Ukraine Peace Matters Globally? 

• Food Security: Ukraine’s grain exports feed over 400 million; war has disrupted key agricultural supply 
chains. 

• Energy Stability: Ongoing conflict disrupts EU gas supplies, causing energy insecurity and price hikes 
globally. 

• Nuclear Threat: Shelling near the Zaporizhzhia plant risks a disaster on the scale of Chernobyl. 
• Refugee Crisis: Over 8 million displaced Ukrainians strain host countries and European economic 

systems. 
• Global Economic Spillover: War-driven disruptions contributed to global inflation and economic 

instability post-2022. 
 
Role of Global South in Securing Ukraine Peace: 

• Neutral Mediators: Countries like India, Indonesia, and South Africa can mediate without aligning to 
Western blocs. 

• UN-Led Peacekeeping: The African Union’s peacekeeping in Somalia and Sudan proves readiness for 
neutral enforcement. 

• Demining & Reconstruction: Nations like Chile and India offer experience in mine-clearing and 
rebuilding war-hit zones. 

• Gender-Inclusive Peacebuilding: India’s 2007 all-women UN peace unit in Liberia sets a model for 
inclusive diplomacy. 

• Financial & Logistical Support: BRICS Bank and Global South institutions can finance and facilitate post-
war recovery. 
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Conclusion: Global South must lead Ukraine’s peace process to ensure impartiality and sustainability. India, 
with its UN legacy, should champion this mission. An UN-backed, non-NATO force offers the best hope for 
lasting stability. 
PYQ: “If the last few decades were of Asia’s growth story, the next few are expected to be of Africa’s.” In the 
light of this statement, examine India’s influence in Africa in recent years. (UPSC-2021) 
 

27.Military Exercise DUSTLIK-6 with Uzbekistan  
Context: Recently, Exercise DUSTLIK-6 with Uzbekistan commenced in Pune, while Exercise Tiger Triumph 2025 
with the US concluded in Andhra Pradesh. 
About Military Exercise in News: 

• Exercise DUSTLIK-6: 
o Host Nation: India (Pune, Maharashtra) 
o Participating Nations: India and Uzbekistan 
o Objective: 

▪ Enhance tactical coordination in sub-
conventional operations. 

▪ Exchange best practices in joint 
military procedures. 

▪ Deepen defence partnership with 
Central Asia. 

• Exercise Tiger Triumph 2025: 
o Host Nation: India (Duvvada Firing Range, Andhra Pradesh) 
o Participating Nations: India and the United States 
o Objective: 

▪ Improve interoperability in amphibious warfare. 
▪ Sharpen preparedness for humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR). 

 
 
Syllabus: Global groupings and Agreements 
World Trade Organisation 
Context: The relevance of the WTO is under debate as critics argue it has lost direction and needs major 
reforms, especially amid rising protectionist measures like reciprocal tariffs. 
 
About World Trade Organisation: 

• Established: 1 January 1995, replacing GATT (1947). 
• Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland. 

 
Key Functions: 

• Facilitate global trade negotiations. 
• Resolve trade disputes through a binding mechanism. 
• Monitor trade policies of member states (164 members as of 2025). 
• Uphold the Most Favoured Nation (MFN) and National Treatment 

 
WTO Losing Its Relevance: 

• Dispute Settlement Dysfunction: The Appellate Body is paralyzed due to the U.S. blocking 
appointments since 2017. 

• Negotiation Paralysis: The Doha Round (2001) failed to reach consensus on agriculture, subsidies, and 
trade facilitation. 

• Rise of FTAs: Nations now prefer bilateral/multilateral FTAs, sidestepping WTO’s MFN obligations. 
• Lack of Compliance Tools: WTO cannot enforce transparency in trade barriers or subsidy disclosures 

(e.g., China’s market practices). 
• Consensus Deadlock: All decisions require unanimity, which stalls any reform (e.g., India and U.S. 

blocked voting reforms). 
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Yet, WTO Remains Relevant: 
• Global Forum for Dialogue: It is still the only universal trade platform with binding rules and a 

common framework. 
• Fisheries Agreement (2022): A modest success showing potential for consensus. 
• Rule-Based Order: WTO remains a bulwark against protectionism (e.g., Smoot-Hawley era risks). 
• Monitoring Role: Despite limitations, WTO offers transparency through Trade Policy Reviews. 

 
Recent Failures of WTO: 

• Agriculture Talks Collapse: Ongoing impasse on public stockholding, AMS limits, and domestic support. 
• Appellate Body Dysfunction: No dispute can reach a final resolution due to a non-functional appellate 

system. 
• Inability to Regulate China: WTO failed to predict or address market access asymmetries and state-led 

excess capacities. 
• US Tariff Wars: Trump’s Section 301 and 232 tariffs undermined the WTO’s dispute mechanism and 

MFN principles. 
 
Way Ahead: 

• Appellate Reform: Rebuild trust by modifying the Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) to address concerns 
of overreach. 

• Revisiting Consensus Rule: Introduce a weighted voting mechanism to prevent unilateral blockages. 
• Digital Trade Rules: WTO must urgently frame rules on e-commerce, data flow, and digital goods. 
• China Integration Review: Reassess rules to address market distortions caused by state-owned 

enterprises (SOEs). 
• Inclusive Agenda: Acknowledge development needs of Global South while pushing for labour and 

environmental standards. 
 
Conclusion: WTO, while facing a legitimacy crisis, remains central to a rule-based global trade order. Reforming 
its dispute resolution, consensus-based functioning, and digital trade agenda is essential. Without urgent 
reform, it risks fading into irrelevance amid growing protectionism. 
PYQ: What are the key areas of reform if the WTO has to survive in the present context of Trade War’, 
especially keeping in mind the interest of India? (UPSC-2018) 
 

28.ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA) 
Context: The 8th Meeting of the ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA) Joint Committee concluded 
in New Delhi, focusing on modernizing the pact to boost trade. 
 
About ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITIGA): 
What is AITIGA? 

o A free trade agreement (FTA) between 
India and the 10 ASEAN member states. 

o Covers trade in physical goods, eliminating 
tariffs and reducing non-tariff barriers. 

o Aims to enhance economic integration and 
bilateral trade. 

Origin: 
o Signed in 2009 at the 7th ASEAN-India 

Economic Ministers’ Meeting in Bangkok. 
o Implemented in 2010, often termed the ASEAN-India FTA. 
o 2014: ASEAN and India signed a separate Trade in Services Agreement. 

Key Features: 
o Tariff Liberalization: Gradual reduction of import duties on over 75% of traded goods. 
o Rules of Origin: Ensures only ASEAN-India goods get preferential treatment. 
o Exclusion Lists: Sensitive items (e.g., agriculture, auto parts) excluded from tariff cuts. 
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o Trade Expansion: Bilateral trade reached $121 billion (2023-24), making ASEAN 11% of India’s 
global trade. 

Recent Developments: 
o Ongoing Review: Discussions to modernize AITIGA for better usability and trade facilitation. 
o 8th Joint Committee Meet (2024): Focused on making the agreement more trade-friendly and 

effective. 
 

29.Political Trilemma and the West 
Context: Recent global trends highlight the growing relevance of Dani Rodrik’s Political Trilemma as Western 
democracies face a crisis of polarisation, mistrust, and populism. 
 
About the Political Trilemma: 
What it is: Proposed by economist Dani Rodrik in 2000, the Political Trilemma suggests that nations cannot 
simultaneously maintain national sovereignty, democracy, and deep economic integration (globalisation). 
Components: 
National Sovereignty: Independent decision-making. 
Popular Democracy: Mass political participation and accountability. 
Globalisation: Deep international economic 
integration. 
 
Features of the Theory: 

• Countries can at best achieve only 
two out of the three goals. 

• Trying to achieve all three leads to 
systemic tensions and instability. 

Examples: 
• EU model sacrifices sovereignty for 

democracy and globalisation. 
• Technocratic regimes sacrifice 

democracy for sovereignty and 
globalisation. 

• Protectionist economies like China prioritize sovereignty and democracy, limiting globalisation. 
 
Issues Plaguing the West: 

• Rising Populism: Leaders like Donald Trump and Viktor Orbán gain support by opposing free trade and 
immigration. 

• Erosion of Trust: Traditional democratic institutions face scepticism, reflected in declining voter 
turnouts and protests. E.g., France’s Yellow Vest movement. 

• Economic Dislocation: Job losses in traditional industries have widened inequality                                                   
E.g., Midwest US deindustrialisation. 

• Insular Policies: Withdrawal from global cooperation frameworks like Paris Climate Accord and WHO 
indicates growing inward focus. 

• Polarisation: Societies are increasingly divided along ideological, racial, and economic lines, weakening 
collective national identity. 

 
Challenges to Political Trilemma and the West: 

• Sovereignty vs Globalisation: Nationalist movements seek to reclaim sovereignty at the cost of 
international cooperation (e.g., Brexit). 

• Democracy vs Globalisation: Independent central banks and global financial institutions, like the IMF, 
sometimes sideline popular will in favour of investor interests E.g., fiscal reforms in Kenya. 

• Democracy vs Sovereignty: Democratic demands often push for welfare spending, but sovereign fiscal 
constraints block such initiatives, causing public dissatisfaction. 

• Technocratic Drift: Excessive reliance on unelected experts in economic policymaking alienates the 
common populace. 
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• Social Unrest: Economic dislocation combined with restricted democratic expression risks fuelling 
further populism and extremism. 

 
Way Ahead: 

• Inclusive Globalisation: Policies must ensure that benefits of globalisation are equitably distributed                      
E.g., retraining programmes for displaced workers. 

• Strengthen Democratic Institutions: Restoring trust requires transparent governance, citizen 
engagement, and institutional accountability. 

• Balanced Sovereignty: Strategic participation in international bodies while safeguarding core national 
interests. 

• Innovative Social Contracts: Redesign welfare and labour systems to adapt to technological disruptions 
and global competition. 

• Counter Populism Constructively: Address legitimate grievances without resorting to isolationism or 
xenophobia. 

 
Conclusion: Rodrik’s Political Trilemma remains more relevant today than ever before, illustrating the 
structural tensions in the global order. Navigating between democracy, sovereignty, and globalisation requires 
delicate balancing and visionary leadership. Without course correction, Western democracies risk deeper 
division and long-term decline. 
PYQ: The expansion and strengthening of NATO and a stronger US-Europe strategic partnership works well for 
India. What is your opinion about this statement? Give reasons and examples to support your answer. (UPSC-
2023) 
 
 

Facts for Prelims (FFP) 
Syllabus: Parliament & Democracy 

1. Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
Context: Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla addressed the 150th Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) in 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan. 
 
About Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU): 

• What is IPU? 
o The Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) is a global 

platform for parliamentary diplomacy and 
cooperation, founded to promote peace, democracy, 
and human rights. 

• Established in: 1889 (Paris) – First multilateral political 
organization globally 

• Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland 

• Members: 180 national parliaments + 15 associate members 

• Motto: “For democracy. For everyone.” 

• Core Aims: 
o Promote representative democracy and support parliamentary institutions 
o Facilitate dialogue and diplomacy among parliaments to resolve international conflicts 
o Advance gender equality, youth empowerment, and sustainable development 
o Defend the human rights of parliamentarians globally 

• IPU Structure and Features: 
o IPU Assembly: 

▪ Main decision-making forum to discuss global political and social issues 
▪ Issues recommendations for international parliamentary action 

o Governing Council: 
▪ Policy body comprising 3 representatives from each member parliament 
▪ Sets programme and budget; elects the Executive Committee 

o Executive Committee:17-member body that oversees IPU’s operations and administration 
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o Standing Committees: Focused on key themes like peace, democracy, development, and 
cooperation 

o Funding: Primarily financed by public funds from member parliaments 
 

Syllabus: Citizenship 

2. Gorkha 
Context: The Ministry of Home Affairs held a tripartite meeting with Gorkha representatives and the West 
Bengal government to address the long-standing identity and citizenship 
concerns of Indian Gorkhas. 
About Gorkha: 

• Who are the Gorkhas? 
o Gorkhas are ethnic Nepali-speaking Indians, distinct from 

citizens of Nepal. 
o The term “Gorkha” refers to a martial race with a legacy 

rooted in bravery, especially due to their service in the 
British and Indian armies. 

• Historical Origins: 
o Descended from Rajputs and Brahmins who migrated from India to Nepal in ancient times. 
o The name “Gorkha” originates from Guru Gorakhnath, with the town of Gorkha in Nepal 

central to their historical identity. 
o The community spread widely post the Anglo-Gorkha War (1814–16) and after the Treaty of 

Sugauli. 
• Settlement Regions: 

o Major settlements include Darjeeling, Kalimpong, Assam, Sikkim, Dehradun, and Northeast 
India. 

o Many Gorkhas settled in India during British rule as soldiers, miners, and plantation workers. 
• Key Characteristics: 

o Known for discipline, military service, and resilience. 
o Socially diverse, comprising groups like Tamang, Gurung, Rai, Limbu, Magar, Chhetri, and 

Bahun communities. 
o Speak Nepali, which is part of the Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution. 

• Citizenship and Legal Status: 
o Gorkhas settled before 1950 and their descendants are legal Indian citizens. 
o Despite this, they face periodic identity crises, often being wrongly labelled as foreigners or 

outsiders. 
o The Treaty of Peace and Friendship (1950) between India and Nepal created confusion over 

nationality and rights. 
 

Syllabus: Bills & Acts 

3. The Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025  
Context: The Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025 was tabled in the Lok Sabha amid opposition protests, introducing 
sweeping changes to the Waqf Act, 1995 based on JPC recommendations. 
It seeks to overhaul the governance, registration, dispute resolution, and transparency of Waqf properties 
across India. 
 
Key Features of the Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025 
Retention of ‘Waqf by User’: Protects religious properties established through customary usage before the 
enactment of the new law, unless disputed.  E.g., Mosques established through long-term communal use 
remain protected. 
 
Inclusion of non-Muslims in Waqf Institutions: Non-Muslims can be members of Central and State Waqf 
Boards and tribunals to promote transparency and administrative expertise.  E.g., 2 out of 22 members in 
Central Waqf Council may be non-Muslims. 
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Digital Registration Portal: Mandates all waqf properties to be registered via a centralised online portal within 
6 months, extendable by waqf tribunals.  E.g., 
Automates property updates and ensures public 
accessibility. 
 
New Tribunal Composition: Each waqf tribunal will 
include a district judge, a Joint Secretary-level 
officer, and a Muslim law expert, replacing the 
older two-member body.   E.g. Ensures better 
legal, administrative, and religious balance. 
 
Application of Limitation Act: Repeals Section 107 
to apply the Limitation Act, 1963, enabling 
adverse possession claims after 12 years of 
unlawful occupancy.  E.g., Long-term 
encroachments can now claim ownership, risking 
waqf loss. 
 
Major Issues Surrounding the Waqf Bill 
Alleged Religious Targeting: Critics claim the bill 
targets Muslim-managed properties by applying 
rules exclusive to one religion.  E.g., PIL in Delhi HC 
challenges constitutional validity of Waqf Act. 
 
Exclusion of New Converts: Only Muslims with five 
years of practice can dedicate property to waqf, 
excluding recent converts unfairly.    E.g., May 
contradict Article 25 (freedom of religion). 
 
Encroachment Legitimisation: Applying the 
Limitation Act could enable illegal occupants to 
claim waqf lands legally. E.g., Properties 
encroached for over 12 years may now be lost. 
 
Reduction in Judicial Oversight: Replacing waqf 
tribunals with state officers as arbiters may 
compromise fairness and community rights.     
E.g., Officers may favour state claims over waqf 
protection. 
 
Removal of Section 40: While preventing misuse, 
this also restricts Waqf Boards from identifying undocumented waqf properties, risking loss of heritage assets. 
 
Need for the Waqf Bill 
Improving Transparency: Digitised records and audit reforms ensure accountability and reduction in property 
misuse.  E.g., 515 waqf properties declared under misused Section 40. 
 
Regulating Property Management: Addresses irregularities in property registration, survey, and ownership 
disputes.  E.g., Survey pending in several states like Gujarat, Uttarakhand. 
 
Preventing Misuse of Waqf Law: Ensures state-level checks on arbitrary waqf claims that create communal 
and legal tensions. E.g., Delhi’s 123 properties transferred under UPA scrutinised. 
 
Benefit for the Poor: More efficient waqf governance will enhance funding for education, healthcare, and 
housing for the underprivileged.   E.g., Reduced board fees (from 7% to 5%) will aid welfare. 
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Clarifying Legal Disputes: Tribunals with legal and religious experts, plus judicial appeal rights to High Courts, 
restore checks and balances. 
 
Conclusion: Waqf (Amendment) Bill, 2025 aims to streamline waqf property governance through digitisation, 
transparency, and legal clarity. While it promises reforms and safeguards, concerns remain about religious 
autonomy and property rights. Balanced implementation and stakeholder engagement are essential to ensure 
inclusive and just outcomes. 
PYQ: How is the Indian concept of secularism different from the western model of secularism? Discuss. (UPSC-
2018) 
 

4. Cape Town Convention 
Context: The Rajya Sabha passed the Protection of Interests in Aircraft Objects Bill, 2025, giving legislative force 
to the Cape Town Convention to promote aircraft leasing in India. 
About Cape Town Convention: 

• What is it? 
o An international treaty adopted in 2001, the Cape 

Town Convention on International Interests in 
Mobile Equipment and its Aircraft Protocol establish 
uniform legal rules for asset-based financing and 
leasing of aircraft, helicopters, and engines. 

• Objective: 
o Protect lessors and creditors by ensuring legal remedies in cases of default. 
o Streamline international aviation leasing by reducing cross-border legal complexities. 

• Key Features: 
o Standardized Legal Framework: Covers leasing, security interests, and conditional sales of 

aircraft equipment. 
o Creditor Protection: Grants creditors rights to repossess and deregister aircraft swiftly if 

lessees’ default. 
o Global Registry System: Establishes a centralized international registry of ownership and 

interests. 
o Enforceability Across Jurisdictions: Makes cross-border aircraft leasing legally safer and more 

predictable. 
About Protection of Interests in Aircraft Objects Bill, 2025: 

• What is it? 
o A bill passed by the Indian Parliament to implement the Cape Town Convention and Aircraft 

Protocol into domestic law and strengthen India’s aircraft leasing framework. 
• Objective: 

o Provide legal clarity to aircraft leasing transactions. 
o Reduce aircraft leasing costs by aligning with international norms. 
o Position India as a global hub for aviation leasing and financing. 

• Key Provisions of the Bill: 
o Legal Enforceability: Grants full legal force to the Cape Town Convention and Protocol in India. 
o Creditor Remedies in Defaults: Enables creditors/lessors to repossess aircraft within 2 

months of default or as per agreed terms. 
o DGCA as Domestic Registry: Makes DGCA responsible for maintaining a registry of aircraft 

interests and dues. 
o Mandatory Reporting: Airlines and lessors must periodically update DGCA on dues and leasing 

activities to ensure transparency. 
o Boost to Leasing Sector: The Bill may cut leasing costs by 8–10%, attracting global investors 

and making airfares more affordable. 
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Syllabus: Constitutional & Statutory Bodies 

5. Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) 
Context: The Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) achieved a historic turnover of ₹1.7 lakh crore for 
the first time in India’s history. 
About Recent Achievements by KVIC: 

• Record Turnover: Khadi and Village Industries crossed ₹1.70 lakh crore turnover 
in FY 2024–25. 

• Massive Growth in 11 Years: 
o Sales Growth: Jumped by 447% compared to FY 2013–14. 
o Production Growth: Increased by 347% during the same period. 

• Employment Generation: 1.94 crore employment opportunities created, 
registering a 49.23% rise. 

• Skill Development: 7.43 lakh artisans trained, of which 57.45% were women. 

• PMEGP Success: 10.18 lakh units established under the Pradhan Mantri Employment Generation 
Programme (PMEGP). 

 
About Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC): 

• What is KVIC? 
o KVIC is a statutory body established for promoting and developing Khadi and village industries 

in rural India. 

• Established in: Constituted in April 1957 by merging the functions of the All-India Khadi and Village 
Industries Board under the KVIC Act of 1956. 

• Headquarters: Located at Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

• Ministry: Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME). 
 
Objectives: 

o Employment Generation: Create maximum rural employment opportunities. 
o Production and Sales: Boost production of saleable Khadi and village industry goods. 
o Self-reliance: Foster a strong, self-sufficient rural economy. 

Major Functions: 
o Raw Material Supply: Build reserves and supply raw materials to artisans. 
o Artisan Training: Train and skill artisans through departmental and non-departmental centres. 
o Market Linkages: Promote sale of Khadi products through tie-ups with marketing agencies. 
o Research and Innovation: 

▪ Encourage R&D in production technologies. 
▪ Use of renewable and non-conventional energy to enhance productivity. 

o Financial Assistance: Provide grants, subsidies, and technical support to entrepreneurs. 
o Quality Assurance: Set and monitor quality standards for Khadi and village industry products. 
o Pilot Projects and Studies: Launch experimental projects to solve sector-specific challenges. 

 

Syllabus: Governance 

6. Government e-Marketplace (GeM) 
Context: Over 1 million manpower resources were hired through the Government e-Marketplace (GeM) in FY 
2024–25, marking a major milestone in digital public procurement. 
About Government e-Marketplace (GeM): 

• What is GeM? 
o Government e-Marketplace (GeM) is a paperless, cashless, and contactless online 

procurement platform used by Government Departments, PSUs, and ministries to acquire 
goods and services transparently and efficiently. 

• Launched in: 2016 
• Under Ministry: Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
• Developed by: Directorate General of Supplies & Disposals (DGS&D) with support from National e-

Governance Division (MeitY) 
• Legal Mandate: Authorized under Rule 149 of General Financial Rules (GFR), 2017 
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• Governing Notification: Included under the Government of India (Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961 
• Core Objectives: 

o Enhance transparency and efficiency in public 
procurement. 

o Speed up procurement cycles using digital tools. 
o Achieve value for money through competitive 

bidding. 
o Promote ease of doing business with simplified, 

system-driven transactions. 
• Key Features of GeM: 

o Comprehensive Digital Platform: 
▪ Offers over 33,000 services including 

manpower hiring. 
▪ Functions as a one-stop procurement portal for government bodies. 

• E-Procurement Tools: 
▪ E-bidding, reverse auctions, and demand aggregation to ensure competitive pricing. 
▪ Reduces human interface, minimizing corruption and delays. 

• Inclusive and Diverse Vendor Base: Empowers MSMEs, startups, SHGs, women entrepreneurs, and 
tribal artisans via dedicated storefronts. 

• Innovation and Customization: 
▪ Bamboo Market Window launched in collaboration with National Bamboo Mission. 
▪ Country of Origin tag mandatory to promote Make in India. 

• Labour Compliance & Service Level Agreements: Especially for manpower outsourcing services, 
ensures strict compliance through SLAs, promoting fair labour practices. 

 
 

Syllabus: Reports 

7. Panchayat Advancement Index Report 
Context: The Ministry of Panchayati Raj released the first Panchayat Advancement Index (PAI) report for 2022–
23, with Gujarat and Telangana topping the rankings. 
 About Panchayat Advancement Index Report (PAI): 

• What is it? 
o A multi-sectoral, composite index that assesses the holistic progress and performance of over 

2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats across India. 
o Designed to evaluate localised achievements on nine Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

at the grassroots level. 

• Launched by: Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government of India. 

• Objective: 
o To enable data-driven governance at the panchayat level. 
o To help stakeholders identify development gaps and promote evidence-based policy 

interventions in rural India. 

• Criteria and Indicators Used 
o Based on 435 unique indicators (331 mandatory + 104 optional). 
o Drawn from 566 unique data points aligned with the National Indicator Framework (NIF). 
o Data collected and validated from 2,16,285 panchayats; validation pending for 11,712 GPs 

from 5 states/UTs. 
Nine Key Thematic Areas: 
Highlights of 2022–23 Panchayat Advancement Index Report: 
Front Runners (699 Panchayats): Gujarat (346) and Telangana (270) had the highest number of panchayats 
scoring between 75 and 90, showing strong performance in SDG-aligned rural governance. 
 
Performers (77,298 Panchayats): Panchayats in Gujarat (13,781), Maharashtra (12,242), and Telangana 
(10,099) fell in the 60–75 range, reflecting above-average progress with scope for further improvement. 
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Aspirants (1,32,392 
Panchayats): A large 
number of panchayats in 
Bihar, Chhattisgarh, and 
Andhra Pradesh scored 
between 40–60, 
indicating the need for 
targeted developmental 
efforts. 
 
Achiever Category (90+ Score): No panchayat was able to attain the top-tier “Achiever” status, underscoring 
the need for comprehensive rural transformation across India. 
 

Syllabus: Government Policies & Interventions 

8. National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM) 
Context: The Ministry of Mines has issued guidelines for establishing Centres of Excellence (CoEs) under the 
National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM) to accelerate research, innovation, and extraction technologies in 
critical minerals. 
 
About National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM): 
What it is? The National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM) is a flagship initiative launched to ensure the secure, 
resilient, and sustainable supply of critical minerals essential for India’s clean energy transition, technological 
advancement, 
defence, and 
strategic sectors. 
 
Launched in: 
Union Budget 
2024–25. 
Ministry: Ministry 
of Mines, 
Government of 
India. 
 
Aim: 
To enhance 
exploration, 
mining, processing, recycling, and securing supply chains for critical minerals like lithium, cobalt, rare earth 
elements (REEs), graphite, nickel, and others. 
To support Net Zero 2070 goals, Atmanirbhar Bharat, and energy security. 
 
Components of NCMM: 

• Exploration and Mining: The Mission plans over 1200 exploration projects to identify critical mineral 
reserves and auction 100+ mineral blocks for commercial mining to boost domestic supply. 

• Overseas Acquisition: It facilitates Indian public and private sector companies to acquire mineral assets 
abroad, particularly in countries like Argentina, Australia, and Chile, ensuring strategic resource 
security. 

• Recycling and Circular Economy: The Mission promotes recycling of critical minerals by creating 
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) and offering incentives to reduce import dependence and 
environmental degradation. 

• Research and Innovation: Establishment of Centres of Excellence (CoEs) is planned to drive cutting-
edge R&D in extraction, processing, beneficiation, and advanced critical mineral technologies. 
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• Skill Development: The Mission introduces specialized training programs, new academic courses, and 
scholarships to create a skilled workforce needed for India’s emerging critical minerals sector. 

• Infrastructure Development: It focuses on building mineral processing parks and national stockpiles 
to strengthen India’s refining, storage, and distribution network for critical minerals. 

 

9. Vibrant Villages Programme-II 
Context: The Union Cabinet has approved Vibrant Villages Programme-II (VVP-II) with a financial outlay of 
₹6,839 crore for the period 2024-25 to 2028-29, covering border villages beyond Northern borders to ensure 
security, development, and national integration. 
About Vibrant Villages Programme-II (VVP-II): 

• What is VVP-II? 
o VVP-II is a Central Sector Scheme (100% Centre-

funded) focused on comprehensive development of 
strategic villages near international land borders 
(ILBs), other than Northern borders already covered 
under VVP-I. 

• About Vibrant Villages Programme 
o VVP-I launched: February 2023 
o Ministry in Charge: Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) 
o Vision Aligned with: Viksit Bharat@2047 and ‘Safe, 

Secure & Vibrant Borders’ 
• Objectives of VVP-II: 

o Enhance quality of life in border villages. 
o Create livelihood opportunities for border residents. 
o Ensure national security by involving locals as eyes and ears of border forces. 
o Curb trans-border crimes and promote border integrity. 
o Strengthen connectivity and governance in strategic regions 

• Key Features of VVP-II: 
o Coverage: 17 States/UTs including Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Punjab, Gujarat, J&K, Ladakh, 

etc. 
o Village Action Plans (VAPs): Developed with community participation. 

• Basic Services Saturation: Focus on 4 key areas – all-weather roads (via PMGSY-IV), telecom, TV access, 
and electrification. 

• Livelihood Opportunities: Boost rural income through cooperatives, SHGs, tourism, and handicraft 
promotion. 

• Infrastructure Development: Includes SMART classrooms, village facilities, and cluster-based projects. 
• Governance Support: A Cabinet Secretary-led committee to ease rules for effective implementation. 
• Cultural and National Integration: Organizing fairs, festivals, and official visits to promote national 

unity and cultural vibrancy. 
 

10.Modernization of Command Area Development and Water Management 
Context: The Union Cabinet has approved the “Modernization of Command Area Development and Water 
Management (M-CADWM)” as a sub-scheme under the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) for FY 
2025–26, with a total outlay of ₹1,600 crore. 
 
About Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY): 

• What it is? A comprehensive national irrigation scheme 
aimed at expanding irrigation coverage and improving 
efficiency of water use at the farm level. 

• Launched in: 2015 
• Ministries Involved: Ministry of Jal Shakti, Ministry of 

Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, and Ministry of Rural 
Development 

• Implementing Agencies: 
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o Ministry of Jal Shakti for irrigation infrastructure creation 
o Ministry of Rural Development for watershed development 
o Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare for promoting precision irrigation 

• Objectives: 
o Ensure convergence of investments in irrigation at the grassroots level 
o Achieve the target of “Har Khet Ko Pani” (Water for Every Field) 
o Promote water-saving irrigation methods like drip and sprinkler systems under the slogan “Per 

Drop More Crop” 
o Conserve water and encourage the reuse of treated wastewater in peri-urban agriculture 

• Key Features: 
o Merges ongoing schemes: Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme, Integrated Watershed 

Management Programme, and On-Farm Water Management. 
o Emphasises decentralised planning via District Irrigation Plans and State Irrigation Plans 
o Establishes State-Level Sanctioning Committees for state oversight and a National Steering 

Committee for inter-ministerial coordination 
 
About Modernisation of Command Area Development and Water Management (M-CADWM): 

• What it is? A newly reformulated sub-scheme under the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana 
focusing on the modernisation of irrigation networks using digital and pressure irrigation technologies. 

• Launched in: April 2025 (originally initiated as Command Area Development Programme in 1974–75) 
• Aim: To increase the utilisation of created irrigation potential, enhance water use efficiency on farms, 

and promote sustainable agricultural practices. 
• Key Features: 

o Develops underground pressurised piped irrigation systems for water delivery up to 1-hectare 
farms 

o Employs Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition systems and Internet of Things technologies 
for real-time water accounting and monitoring 

o Transfers irrigation asset management to Water User Societies to ensure sustainability 
o Facilitates partnerships of Water User Societies with Farmer Producer Organisations and 

Primary Agricultural Credit Societies 
o Aims to attract rural youth to agriculture through modern water management practices 

 

11.Recognition and Grant of Equivalence to Qualifications Obtained from Foreign 
Educational Institutions Regulations, 2025 

Context: The University Grants Commission (UGC) has officially notified the Recognition and Grant of 
Equivalence to Qualifications Obtained from Foreign Educational Institutions 
Regulations, 2025. 
 
About Recognition and Grant of Equivalence to Qualifications Obtained from 
Foreign Educational Institutions Regulations, 2025: 

• What is it? 
o A regulatory framework introduced by the UGC to grant equivalence certificates for academic 

qualifications obtained from foreign educational institutions. 
o Ensures foreign degrees are formally recognised for higher studies, research, and jobs in India. 

• Organisation Involved 
o University Grants Commission (UGC) — statutory body under the Ministry of Education, 

Government of India. 
o Replaces the earlier system managed by the Association of Indian Universities (AIU). 

• Objective: 
o To streamline, standardise, and accelerate the recognition of international academic 

qualifications. 
o Supports the internationalisation goals of NEP 2020 by enabling fair integration of foreign 

degree holders into Indian academia and employment. 
• Key Features: 
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o Digital Application Portal: UGC to operate an online portal to receive and process applications. 
o Expert Review Panel: A Standing Committee of educational experts will vet applications. 
o Quick Processing: Recommendations within 10 working days; decisions communicated in 15 

days. 
o Transparency & Appeal: Decisions published online; rejected applicants can seek review. 
o Distance/Online Learning Included: Qualifications from valid foreign institutions via 

online/distance mode now eligible. 
 
Coverage & Exceptions 
Included: 

• Degrees, diplomas, and certificates from recognised foreign universities. 
• Offshore campuses if compliant with home and host country laws. 
• School qualifications from abroad for UG admission, if student completed 12 years of school. 

Not Covered: 
• Professional qualifications regulated by statutory councils: 

Medicine, Law, Nursing, Pharmacy, Architecture, etc. 
• Degrees already part of UGC-approved joint/dual/twinning programs. 

 

12.HEALD initiative 
Context: Union Home Minister launched the HEALD initiative to tackle liver diseases nationwide and 
inaugurated India’s first Integrated Liver Habilitation Centre at ILBS, Delhi. 
About HEALD initiative: 

• What is HEALD? 
o HEALD stands for Healthy Liver Education and Alcohol-associated Liver Disease Prevention. 
o It is India’s first multi-sectoral national movement 

targeting liver health, alcohol use disorder, and early 
disease intervention. 

• Ministry Involved: Spearheaded under the aegis of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs (MHA). 

• Implemented by: Institute of Liver and Biliary Sciences (ILBS), New 
Delhi, a premier institution under GNCT Delhi. 

• Objective: 
o To prevent liver failure by integrating awareness, early 

screening, rehabilitation, and policy reforms. 
o To reduce stigma around alcohol-related liver diseases by providing mental health and 

community support. 
• Key Features: 

o Public Education: Mass campaigns to improve awareness about liver health and alcohol harm. 
o Early Screening: Free and accessible liver check-ups across India. 
o Psychological Treatment: De-addiction programs and mental health support for alcohol users. 
o Medical Management: Strengthened infrastructure for liver disease treatment and 

rehabilitation. 
o Policy Advocacy: Integration of liver health strategies into national health policies. 
o Community Outreach: Special focus on underprivileged populations and promoting organ 

donation culture. 
 

13.Next-Generation Health Management Information System (HMIS) 
Context: The Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS) will undergo a complete digital overhaul with the 
launch of its next-generation Health Management Information System (HMIS). 
 
About Next-Generation Health Management Information System (HMIS) 

• What is HMIS? 
o A comprehensive digital healthcare platform for managing and delivering CGHS services to 

central government employees, pensioners, and their dependents. 
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• Launched In: Scheduled to go live on 28th April 2025, replacing the outdated CGHS software 
developed in 2005. 

• Part of Which Initiative? 
o Part of the Digital Health Transformation under Ayushman 

Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM). 
• Ministry Involved: 

o Launched by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 
Government of India. 

o Developed by the Centre for Development of Advanced 
Computing (C-DAC). 

• Objective: To modernise CGHS service delivery, improve transparency, eliminate duplication, and 
ensure real-time digital access for beneficiaries. 

• Key Features of the New HMIS: 
o PAN-Based Unique Identification: Each beneficiary will be linked with a PAN number to 

eliminate duplicate records and streamline entitlements. 
o Digital Contribution Tracking: Integrated with Bharat Kosh for real-time, automated 

verification of payments. 
o Pre-Payment Scrutiny: Application eligibility and contribution checked before payment, 

improving user awareness and system efficiency. 
o Online Card Management: Beneficiaries can digitally process requests like card transfers, 

category updates, and dependent status changes. 
o Real-Time Alerts: SMS and email notifications for each application stage ensure transparency 

and reduce physical follow-up. 
 

14.Niveshak Didi Initiative 
Context: The Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority (IEPFA) and India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) 
have signed a Memorandum of Agreement to launch Phase 2 of the Niveshak Didi initiative to deepen rural 
financial literacy for women across India. 
About Niveshak Didi initiative: 

• What it is? 
o Niveshak Didi is a women-led financial literacy 

initiative focused on empowering rural populations 
through community-based financial education. 

• Launched in: Initially launched in 2023, currently entering 
Phase 2 in April 2025. 

• Organisations Involved: 
o Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority (IEPFA) – under the Ministry of Corporate 

Affairs. 
o India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) – under the Department of Posts, Ministry of 

Communications. 
• Objective: 

o To build financial awareness and responsible money management habits among rural women 
through community-driven models. 

o Promote inclusive banking, digital literacy, and fraud prevention using local women influencers. 
• Key Features: 

o Grassroots Deployment: Over 40,000 women postal workers to be trained as Niveshak Didis 
for outreach across underserved regions. 

o Financial Literacy Camps: Phase 2 will include 4,000+ new camps targeting rural, semi-urban, 
and tribal areas. 

o Focused Curriculum: Covers savings, digital banking, safe investment, and fraud prevention. 
o Women-Centric Model: Over 60% beneficiaries in Phase 1 were women from remote areas; 

the model capitalizes on their role as community influencers. 
o Digital Inclusion: Emphasizes the use of IPPB’s paperless and cashless banking tools through 

vernacular mediums in 13 Indian languages. 
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15.Electronics Component Manufacturing Scheme 
Context: Union Minister for Electronics & IT launched the guidelines and online portal for the Electronics 
Component Manufacturing Scheme (ECMS). 

• Bengaluru-based Sarvam AI was selected to build India’s first indigenous AI foundational model under 
the IndiaAI Mission. 

About Electronics Component Manufacturing Scheme (ECMS): 
• What It Is? 

o ECMS is India’s first dedicated Production-Linked 
Incentive (PLI) scheme focused specifically on 
boosting electronics components manufacturing. 

o It aims to strengthen India’s role in the global 
electronics supply chain by enhancing domestic 
capabilities. 

• Ministry Involved: Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology (MeitY) 

• Budget: ₹22,919 crore outlay. 
• Tenure: 6 years (FY 2025-26 to FY 2031-32) with 1-year gestation period. 
• Objective 

o To attract global and domestic investments in electronics component manufacturing. 
o To increase Domestic Value Addition (DVA) and integrate Indian industries into Global Value 

Chains (GVCs). 
o To create 91,600+ direct jobs and contribute to India’s $500 billion electronics production 

target by 2030. 
• Key Features: 

o Incentive Structures: 
▪ Turnover-linked incentives based on revenue generated. 
▪ Capex-linked incentives for investment in plants and machinery. 
▪ Hybrid model combining both turnover and capex incentives. 

o Employment Linkage: Incentives directly tied to job creation. 
o Target Segments: 

▪ Sub-assemblies (e.g., display and camera modules). 
▪ Bare components (e.g., multilayer PCBs, Li-ion cells). 
▪ Capital equipment and supply chain ecosystems. 

o Ease of Doing Business: Simple, transparent guidelines and a first-come, first-served 
application approach. 

o Focus on Quality: Companies must meet Six Sigma quality standards and establish domestic 
design teams. 

About Sarvam AI: 
• What It Is? 

o Sarvam AI is a Bengaluru-based startup focused on developing indigenous artificial intelligence 
models for India. 

• Aim: To build India’s first indigenous AI foundational model, strengthening national capabilities in AI 
innovation under the IndiaAI Mission. 

• Features: 
o Specializes in large language models and transformative AI technologies tailored to Indian 

languages and societal needs. 
o Will enable sovereign AI capacity, reducing dependency on global tech giants. 

 

16.Domestically Manufactured Iron & Steel Products (DMISP) Policy – 2025 
Context: The Centre has unveiled the Domestically Manufactured Iron & Steel Products (DMISP) Policy – 2025 
to curb rising steel imports and promote self-reliance. 

• It mandates exclusive use of Indian steel in government procurement, with a reciprocal clause 
targeting non-reciprocating nations like China. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/04/28/electronics-component-manufacturing-scheme/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/government-unveils-rs-23000-crore-electronics-components-manufacturing-scheme-to-boost-domestic-production/articleshow/120659069.cms#:~:text=The%20government%20has%20launched%20the,design%20capabilities%20and%20quality%20standards.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/04/03/domestically-manufactured-iron-steel-products-dmisp-policy-2025/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/06/27/john-goodenough-co-creator-of-the-lithium-ion-battery/
https://www.sarvam.ai/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/10/18/indiaai-mission-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2025/04/03/domestically-manufactured-iron-steel-products-dmisp-policy-2025/
https://www.steelradar.com/en/the-steel-ministry-of-india-has-decided-to-extend-the-dmisp-policy-by-six-months/#:~:text=The%20DMI%26SP%20is%20a%20government,of%2015%25%20to%2050%25.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Electronics.png


 

www.insightsonindia.com       46  InsightsIAS 

 
About Domestically Manufactured Iron & Steel Products (DMISP) Policy 
– 2025: 

• What is the Policy? 
o A revised procurement framework by the Government of 

India, prioritising Indian-made steel for public sector 
contracts and infrastructure projects to boost local 
industry and reduce dependence on imports. 

• Ministry Responsible: Ministry of Steel 
• Objectives of the Policy 

o Promote Atmanirbhar Bharat: Ensure self-reliance in steel by encouraging domestic 
production and procurement. 

o Curb Surging Imports: Tackle rising imports threatening Indian steel mills. 
o Protect Indian Industry: Shield Indian manufacturers from foreign competition in government 

contracts. 
o Enhance Domestic Value Addition: Ensure capital goods used in steel manufacturing are locally 

sourced. 
• Key Features of DMISP Policy – 2025: 

o Mandatory Indian Steel Usage: 
▪ Applicable to all government ministries, PSUs, trusts, and statutory bodies. 
▪ Covers flat-rolled steel, rods, bars, rails, etc. 
▪ Steel must meet the ‘Melt & Pour’ condition – i.e., melted and solidified in India. 

• Reciprocal Clause: 
▪ Countries that bar Indian firms from public procurement are denied access to Indian 

government tenders (e.g., China, targeted specifically). 
▪ Ministry approval is mandatory for exceptions. 

• Ban on Global Tenders: 
▪ No Global Tender Enquiries (GTEs) for iron & steel products. 
▪ GTEs for capital goods only allowed above ₹200 crore with prior clearance. 

• Domestic Value Addition Mandate: 
▪ Capital goods (like furnaces, rolling mills) must have at least 50% local value addition. 
▪ Certified by statutory or cost auditors for authenticity. 

• Procurement Thresholds: 
▪ Applies to all contracts above ₹5 lakh, including centrally funded and state-executed 

schemes. 
• Monitoring & Compliance: 

▪ A Standing Committee headed by the Secretary (Steel) to oversee the compliance 
checks, grievance redressal and granting exemptions (only if local supply is inadequate) 

• Penalties for False Declarations: 
▪ False self-certification may lead to Blacklisting and Forfeiture of earnest money 

deposits. 
 

17.Palna Scheme 
Context: The 7th edition of Poshan Pakhwada began on April, with a spotlight on early childhood nutrition, and 
the government’s Palna Scheme is being promoted as a key childcare intervention under Mission Shakti. 
About Palna Scheme: 

• What it is? 
o Palna is a centrally sponsored scheme that provides quality 

crèche services for children aged 6 months to 6 years, especially 
for working mothers in urban and rural India. 

• Ministry: Implemented by the Ministry of Women and Child 
Development (MoWCD). 

• Launched in: 2022, as a restructured version of the earlier National Crèche Scheme. 
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• Part of Initiative: Operates under the Samarthya sub-scheme of the government’s Mission Shakti 
umbrella programme. 

• Budget & Funding: Follows a Centre–State cost-sharing ratio of 60:40, and 90:10 for Northeast and 
special category states. 

• Objectives: 
o Support working mothers by providing safe, accessible, and affordable day-care services. 
o Ensure early childhood care, nutritional support, and early education for children. 
o Promote continued breastfeeding by situating crèches near homes or workplaces. 

• Key Features of the Scheme: 
o Two Creche Models: 

▪ Standalone Crèches: Operate independently near workplaces or residential areas. 
▪ Anganwadi-cum-Crèches (AWCCs): Integrated into existing Anganwadi centres for 

added reach. 
o Creche Capacity: Each unit supports up to 25 children, ensuring manageable and personalised 

care. 
o Comprehensive Childcare: Offers nutritional meals, growth tracking, early stimulation, 

preschool education, and immunization support. 
 

18.India Skills Accelerator Initiative 
Context: The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) has partnered with the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) to launch the India Skills Accelerator. 
About India Skills Accelerator Initiative: 

• What is India Skills Accelerator? 
o A national-level public-private platform focused on future-ready skilling and inclusive 

workforce development. 
o Aims to be a systemic change enabler by improving coordination among stakeholders, 

updating policy frameworks, and creating scalable skilling pathways. 
• The Accelerator aims to catalyze change across three 

critical levels:  
• By improving awareness and shifting mindsets around 

future skills needs, 
• Increasing collaboration and knowledge sharing 

among stakeholders, and 
• Committing to upgrade institutional structures and 

policy frameworks to support a more adaptive and 
responsive skilling ecosystem. 

• Organizations Involved: Ministry of Skill Development 
& Entrepreneurship (MSDE) and World Economic 
Forum (WEF). 

• Core Objectives: 
o Raise awareness of emerging skill demands. 
o Foster public-private synergy and knowledge sharing. 
o Update policies and structures to be agile and responsive. 
o Align training with sectors like AI, robotics, advanced manufacturing, energy, and GCCs. 

• Key Features: 
o Sectoral Priority Mapping: Focus on high-growth sectors and formalizing informal jobs. 
o Lifelong Learning Focus: Mobilize investment in upskilling & reskilling across life stages. 
o Data-led Governance: Use surveys and WEF’s Global Learning Network for peer benchmarking. 
o 10–12 High-impact Priorities: Develop thematic working groups for measurable results. 
o Global Linkages: Align with insights from WEF’s Future of Jobs 2025 report. 
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Syllabus: Judiciary 

19.Restatement of Values of Judicial Life – 1997 
Context: In a historic move, all Supreme Court judges, including the Chief Justice of India, have decided to 
publicly declare their assets, reaffirming the principles laid down in the 1997 Restatement of Values of Judicial 
Life, which underpins judicial ethics in India. 
About Restatement of Values of Judicial Life: 

• What is it? 
o A judicial code of ethics adopted by the Supreme 

Court of India in 1997 during a full court meeting. 
o It provides a non-exhaustive, 16-point 

framework outlining the ethical conduct 
expected of judges. 

o Acts as a moral compass and accountability 
guide for higher judiciary, especially in the 
absence of statutory laws governing judge 
conduct. 

• Key Features of the 1997 Restatement of Values of Judicial Life: 
o Judges must avoid actions that “erode” people’s faith in the higher judiciary, as “Justice must 

not merely be done but it must also be seen to be done”. 
o Must not contest elections/hold office in clubs, societies, and associations. 
o Must avoid close association with “individual members of the Bar” and if any immediate or 

close family members are members of the Bar, they must not appear before the judge in court 
or be associated with any case or “cause” she is dealing with. 

o Similarly, such family members cannot be permitted to use the judge’s residence for 
professional work. 

o Must practice “a degree of aloofness consistent with the dignity of his office”, i.e. being 
impartial by maintaining distance from the case before her. 

o Must not hear and decide cases where a family member or friend is involved. 
o Must not publicly express views on political matters that may arise for judicial determination. 
o Must “let his judgments speak for themselves” and must not give interviews to the media. 
o Must not accept gifts or hospitality from anyone besides family and friends. 
o Must not hear and decide matters involving a company in which the judge holds shares unless 

previously disclosed and no objection is raised. 
o Must not “speculate in shares, stocks or the like”. 
o Must not engage in any trade or business “directly or indirectly”. This does not include legal 

publishing or anything “in the nature of a hobby”. 
o Should not seek any financial benefit connected to her office “unless it is clearly available”. 
o Must be conscious that she is “under the public gaze” and avoid acts “unbecoming of the high 

office”. 
NOTE: No need to remember all 16 points, but just know the essence and broader features in code. 
 

20.Appointment of Chief Justice of India 
Context: Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai has been appointed as the 52nd Chief Justice of India (CJI). He will 
assume charge on May 14, 2025, succeeding Justice Sanjiv Khanna. 
About Appointment of Chief Justice of India: 

• Constitutional Basis: 
o Article 124(2): Empowers the President to appoint the CJI. 
o Article 126: Provides for appointment of an Acting Chief Justice 

when required. 
• Who Appoints the CJI? 

o Appointing Authority: President of India 
▪ Based on the advice of the Prime Minister after consultation with the outgoing CJI. 

• Tenure: No fixed term but holds office until the age of 65 years (Article 124(2)). 
• Eligibility Criteria: 
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o Must be a citizen of India, and 
o Must have either: 

▪ Served as a Judge of a High Court for at least 5 years, or 
▪ Been an advocate in a High Court for at least 10 years, or 
▪ In the opinion of the President, be a distinguished jurist. 

• Procedure for Appointment: 
o Seniority Rule: Traditionally, the senior-most judge of the Supreme Court is recommended. 
o Consultation: The outgoing CJI recommends the successor; consultation with senior judges is 

mandatory if there’s doubt. 
o Law Ministry: Receives recommendation and forwards it to the Prime Minister. 
o President: Appoints the CJI based on PM’s advice. 
o Medical Fitness: Appointee must submit a fitness certificate signed by a designated medical 

officer. 
o Official Notification: Issued in the Gazette of India post-approval. 

• Acting Chief Justice: 
o Appointed under Article 126 when the office falls vacant temporarily. 
o The senior-most available judge performs the duties of the CJI during this time. 

 
 
Syllabus: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/ Services relating 
to Health, Education, Human Resources 

21.Second Global Conference on Air Pollution and Health 
Context: The Second Global Conference on Air Pollution and Health was hosted by WHO and the Government 
of Colombia in Cartagena in March 2025. 

• It aimed to build global support to halve deaths due to air pollution by 2040 from 2015 levels. 
About the Second Global Conference on Air Pollution and Health: 

• What is it? 
o A high-level international platform by the World Health 

Organization to address air pollution, energy poverty, and 
public health through multi-sectoral, evidence-based 
strategies. 

• Hosted at: Cartagena, Colombia. 
• Organisations Involved: WHO, UN partners, Global health 

institutions, and Civil society and research bodies 
 
Key objectives: 

o Reduce Global Mortality: Commit to halving air pollution-related deaths by 2040 through 
science-based and coordinated policy action. 

o Advance Health Research: Share cutting-edge findings on air pollution’s impact on brain 
development, mental health, and children’s health to guide informed decisions. 

o Promote Equity & Co-Benefits: Highlight the interlinked benefits of clean air for climate 
action, gender justice, and public health equity. 

o Support Just Energy Transition: Address energy poverty by advocating for clean, affordable 
energy access, and empower cities to align with WHO Air Quality Guidelines. 

o Inspire Global Action: Showcase successful policies like London’s ULEZ and push global 
stakeholders to join the BreatheLife campaign and commit to targets for 2030. 

 
About First Global Conference on Air Pollution and Health: 

• Held: 30 October – 1 November 2018 
• Venue: WHO Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland 
• Aim: Launch a global agenda for air pollution mitigation as a public health imperative. 
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Syllabus: India and its Neighbourhood Relations 

22.Shimla Agreement 1972 
Context: Pakistan suspended the 1972 Shimla Agreement and closed the Wagah border, in retaliation to India’s 
response to the Pahalgam terror attack and suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty. 
About the Simla Agreement 1972: 

• What is it? 
o A bilateral treaty signed between India and Pakistan on July 2, 

1972, to formalize peace after the 1971 war. 
o It laid down the framework for peaceful bilateral relations and 

resolution of disputes. 
• Signed Between: Indira Gandhi (Prime Minister of India) and Zulfikar Ali 

Bhutto (President of Pakistan). 
o Held in Shimla, Himachal Pradesh. 

• Background: 
o Followed India’s decisive victory in the 1971 India-Pakistan war and the creation of 

Bangladesh. 
o Over 93,000 Pakistani soldiers were in Indian custody post-war. 

• Objective of the Agreement: 
o To establish durable peace and normalise diplomatic relations. 
o Reinforce bilateralism as the guiding principle in resolving disputes, especially Kashmir. 

• Key Features 
o Bilateral Resolution of Disputes: All issues, including Kashmir, to be resolved peacefully and 

bilaterally without third-party interference. 
o Line of Control (LoC): Redesignation of the 1971 ceasefire line in J&K as LoC, which both sides 

agreed not to alter unilaterally. 
o Respect for Sovereignty: Mutual commitment to non-interference and territorial integrity. 
o Diplomatic Normalisation: Restoration of trade, travel, and diplomatic ties including POW 

release. 
• Is it Violated? 

o Yes, multiple times its being violated. 
▪ Kargil War (1999): Pakistan’s intrusion across the LoC violated the agreement. 
▪ Third-party lobbying by Pakistan at UN forums goes against the bilateral clause. 

o India continues to uphold bilateralism, citing the Simla Agreement in global platforms. 
 

23.Cabinet Committee on Security 
Context: In response to the Pahalgam terror attack that killed 26 people, the Cabinet Committee on Security 
(CCS) announced a series of extraordinary retaliatory measures against Pakistan. 
What are Cabinet Committees? 

• Cabinet Committees are small groups of ministers formed to reduce the Cabinet’s workload and enable 
focused decision-making. 

• Types: 
o Standing Committees – Permanent in nature. 
o Ad-hoc Committees – Temporary, formed for specific purposes. 

• Formation: Constituted by the Prime Minister based on emerging needs. 
• Function: Examine complex issues in detail and recommend or take decisions which may be reviewed 

by the Cabinet. 
About Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS): 

• Established: Operational since post-Independence, formalized through executive orders. 
• Chaired by: Prime Minister of India. 
• Members: Home Minister, Defence Minister, Finance Minister, and External Affairs Minister. 
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• Permanent Invitees: National 
Security Advisor, Cabinet 
Secretary, and key Secretaries of 
Defence, Home, and External 
Affairs. 

• Primary Role: 
o Formulate national 

security and defence 
policy. 

o Decide on strategic 
military operations and 
crisis response. 

o Supervise internal 
security matters 
including law & order. 

o Authorize major defence procurement and nuclear policy. 
o Coordinate intelligence and foreign security issues. 

 

24.Cross-Border Infiltration 
Context: Following the Pahalgam terror attack that killed 26 tourists, the focus has shifted to strengthening 
India’s counter-infiltration grid along the Pakistan border. 
About Cross-Border Infiltration: 

• Cross-border infiltration refers to unauthorized movement of armed militants across international 
borders to carry out terror activities. 

• Region Affected: Primarily impacts Jammu & Kashmir, particularly the Pir Panjal region, Poonch, 
Rajouri, Kathua, Doda, and now areas like Pahalgam. 

Reasons Behind Cross-Border Infiltration: 
• Porous Terrain: Rugged mountains and dense forests like Pir Panjal facilitate undetected movement. 
• Seasonal Factors: Winter damages border fencing, creating gaps exploited by militants. 
• Stealth Tactics: Highly trained terrorists use advanced, encrypted communication and minimal local 

contact. 
• External Support: Active backing from Pakistan-based terror groups exacerbates infiltration attempts. 

Government Steps Taken: 
• Border Fencing: Initiated post-2003 ceasefire; as of 2010, infiltration success rate reduced to about 

20% of attempts. 
• Comprehensive Integrated 

Border Management System 
(CIBMS): Use of thermal 
imagers, radars, ground 
sensors, and aerial surveillance 
like aerostats. 

• Smart Fencing Push: Plans for 
sensor-triggered alerts upon 
fence breaches to minimize 
human dependence. 

• Deployment of Additional 
Forces: Heavy troop presence 
along LoC with night vision 
equipment and rapid repair units. 

Challenges to Counter Cross-Border Infiltration 
• Harsh Climate: Heavy snowfall damages nearly one-third of fencing annually, leading to temporary 

security gaps. 
• Technology Constraints: Night vision devices have limited operational hours and face power supply 

issues in remote terrains. 
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• Human Fatigue: Difficult terrain and extreme cold exhaust personnel, reducing constant alertness. 
• Delayed Infrastructure Modernization: Comprehensive sealing of the India-Pakistan border, initially 

targeted for 2018, now delayed to 2025. 
Way Ahead: 

• Smart Fence Technology: Deploy intelligent fencing capable of withstanding extreme weather and 
detecting breaches automatically. 

• Improved Aerial Surveillance: Use of drones and aerostats for real-time monitoring of sensitive border 
zones. 

• Rapid Repair Teams: Specialized teams for quick fencing restoration after snow damage. 
• Enhanced Border Patrol Training: Equip soldiers with advanced surveillance gear and specialized 

mountain warfare skills. 
• Strategic Investments: Allocate sufficient budget for upgrading surveillance infrastructure and 

resilience of border posts. 
Conclusion: Countering cross-border infiltration is crucial to ensuring internal security. Strengthening the 
physical barrier, deploying smarter surveillance, and investing in resilient forces are necessary to thwart future 
terror attacks and ensure peace in border areas. 
PYQ: The use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) by our adversaries across the borders. to ferry arms / 
ammunitions, drugs, etc., is a serious threat to the internal security. Comment on the measures being taken to 
tackle this threat. (UPSC-2023) 
 

25.Line of Control (LoC) 
Context: Tensions escalated along the Line of Control (LoC) after ceasefire violations by Pakistan, following the 
Pahalgam terror attack which killed 26 people. 
About Line of Control (LoC): 

• What It Is? 
o The Line of Control is the de facto military boundary 

between India and Pakistan in the regions of Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh. 

o It is not an internationally recognized border but a 
ceasefire line accepted bilaterally under the Simla 
Agreement. 

• Established In: 
o Originated from the Ceasefire Line (CFL) post-India-

Pakistan war of 1947-48. 
o Redefined formally as the Line of Control following the Simla Agreement signed on July 2, 1972. 

• History: 
o 1947-1948 War: First ceasefire line established after UN intervention and the Karachi 

Agreement of 1949. 
o 1965 War: Pakistan violated CFL, leading to another ceasefire and the Tashkent Agreement. 
o 1971 War: Resulted in a decisive Indian victory and new ceasefire lines; led to Simla Agreement 

1972 establishing the LoC. 
• Region and Spread: 

o The LoC stretches over 740 km from Manawar near Jammu to NJ9842 near the Siachen Glacier. 
o It separates Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (POK) from Indian-administered Jammu & Kashmir and 

Ladakh. 
• Key Features: 

o Military Control: Both sides maintain heavy military presence along the LoC. 
o Non-Recognition: It is not recognized as an international boundary, maintaining the dispute on 

Kashmir. 
o Shimla Agreement Provisions: Both sides pledged not to alter the LoC unilaterally and to 

resolve differences peacefully. 
o Strategic Importance: Vital for defense operations, maintaining ceasefire, and national security 

management. 
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26.Suspension of Indus Waters Treaty (IWT)  
Context:  India has suspended the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) following the Pahalgam terror attack in which 26 
Indian tourists were killed by Pakistani terrorists. 

• This is the first-ever suspension of the 1960 treaty, which has withstood wars and diplomatic crises 
between the two nations. 

About Recent Suspension on Indus Waters Treaty (IWT): 
• India declared the IWT suspended until Pakistan 

irrevocably ends support for cross-border terrorism. 
• The suspension was among five major decisions 

taken by the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS). 
• India may: 

o Cease sharing hydrological data with 
Pakistan. 

o Restrict Pakistani inspections of Indian 
projects like Kishenganga and Ratle 
Hydroelectric Project. 

o Exercise its right to store water on western 
rivers. 

o Undertake reservoir flushing to improve dam life. 
Implications of the Treaty Suspension: 

• For Pakistan: 
o 80% of Indus River system water comes from India-controlled western rivers (Indus, Jhelum, 

Chenab). 
o Suspension threatens agricultural output, food security, and water access in Punjab and Sindh. 
o Could lead to economic and rural instability, with agriculture contributing 23% of GDP and 

supporting 68% rural population. 
• For India: 

o Gains greater hydrological sovereignty over Indus rivers. 
o May strengthen leverage in diplomatic negotiations with Pakistan. 
o However, lack of diversion infrastructure means no immediate change in water flows. 

About the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT): 
• What It Is? 

o A water-sharing agreement between India and Pakistan, signed on September 19, 1960, in 
Karachi. 

o Brokered by the World Bank after partition-related water disputes. 
• Agreement Between: Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru (India) and President Ayub Khan (Pakistan). 
• Objectives: 

o Ensure equitable water distribution from the Indus basin. 
o Prevent future water conflicts between the two nations. 
o Enable cooperative river management. 

• Key Features: 
o River Allocation: 

▪ India gets exclusive use of Eastern Rivers: Ravi, Beas, Sutlej. 
▪ Pakistan receives Western Rivers: Indus, Jhelum, Chenab. 

o Limited Usage Rights: Both countries can use the other’s rivers for irrigation, hydroelectricity, 
and non-consumptive purposes. 

o No Exit Clause: Treaty is perpetual, cannot be unilaterally terminated. 
o Dispute Resolution: Through the Permanent Indus Commission, Neutral Experts, or 

International Arbitration (Annexures F & G). 
o Technical Collaboration: Regular data sharing and project inspections by both parties. 

 

27.Kailash Mansarovar Yatra 
Context: The Ministry of External Affairs announced the resumption of the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra in 2025 
after a four-year suspension due to COVID-19 and border tensions. 
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About Kailash Mansarovar Yatra: 
• What It Is? 

o A sacred pilgrimage to Mount Kailash and Lake 
Mansarovar in the Ngari Prefecture of the Tibet 
Autonomous Region (TAR), China. 

o Revered in Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and the Bon 
religion. 

o Believed to be the abode of Lord Shiva in Hindu 
mythology. 

• Location: 
o Lake Mansarovar: Freshwater Lake at an elevation of 4,600 metres. 
o Mount Kailash: Sacred peak at 6,638 metres. 
o Situated near the border of India, Nepal, and China. 

• Routes for the Yatra: 
o Lipulekh Pass Route (Uttarakhand) 
o Nathu La Pass Route (Sikkim) 
o Nepal Route (Via Nepalgunj) 

• Importance of the Yatra: 
o Religious Significance: Sacred pilgrimage offering darshan and circumambulation (parikrama) 

of Mount Kailash. 
o Cultural Linkages: Enhances historical and spiritual ties between India, Tibet, and Nepal. 
o Strategic Relevance: Boosts people-to-people contact and supports India’s border diplomacy. 
o Tourism Potential: Promotes regional development through eco-spiritual tourism. 

 

Syllabus: Exercises  

28.Operation Atalanta 
Context: Commander of EUNAVFOR ATALANTA (Operation Atalanta), proposed a joint naval exercise with the 
Indian Navy to strengthen maritime security cooperation in the Western Indian Ocean and Red Sea. 
About EUNAVFOR ATALANTA (Operation Atalanta): 

• What is Operation Atalanta? 
o Operation Atalanta is the European Union’s maritime 

security operation, launched in 2008, aimed at protecting 
international shipping routes off the coast of Somalia and the 
Western Indian Ocean. 

o It operates under the Common Security and Defence Policy 
(CSDP) 

• Nations Involved: 
o Core participants: EU member states including Spain, Italy, 

Germany, France, and others. 
o Supported by associated partners like Norway and Serbia at different points. 

• Objectives: 
o Protect World Food Programme (WFP) vessels delivering aid to Somalia. 
o Deter, prevent, and repress piracy and armed robbery at sea. 
o Monitor fishing activities and support other EU missions in the region. 

• Significance: 
o Enhances security along critical shipping lanes such as the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait and Gulf of 

Aden. 
o Strengthens EU’s global maritime presence and supports international efforts for a free, open, 

sustainable, and inclusive Indian Ocean. 
o Partnership with major naval powers like the Indian Navy ensures greater coordination in anti-

piracy operations, humanitarian aid protection, and regional stability. 
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29.‘Exercise Aakraman’ & INS Surat 
Context: India escalated its military preparedness with the Indian Navy testing a surface-to-air missile from INS 
Surat and the Indian Air Force conducting ‘Exercise Aakraman’ featuring Rafale jets in a full-spectrum combat 
drill. 
 
About INS Surat: 

• Type: INS Surat is a Visakhapatnam-class stealth-guided missile 
destroyer under Project 15B. 

• Built in: Developed indigenously by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders 
Ltd., Mumbai. 

• Objective: To enhance India’s maritime strike capability and 
coastal defence preparedness. 

• Features of INS Surat: 
o Medium-Range Surface-to-Air Missiles (MRSAM): Capable of intercepting aerial threats up to 

~70 km away. 
o BrahMos Cruise Missiles: Equipped with supersonic missiles for long-range precision strikes. 
o Advanced Radar & Combat Systems: Features modern multi-function radar for target tracking 

and engagement. 
o Stealth Design: Reduced radar cross-section to evade enemy surveillance and detection. 

• Functions of INS Surat: 
o Sea-Skimming Target Interception: Destroys low-flying hostile projectiles and drones over 

water. 
o Coastal Surveillance: Conducts continuous maritime monitoring for security and threat 

detection. 
o Fleet Protection: Provides layered defense for naval task forces against air and missile attacks. 
o Offensive Strike Operations: Engages enemy naval assets and coastal installations with cruise 

missiles. 
About Exercise Aakraman: 

• What it is: A full-spectrum operational readiness drill by the Indian Air Force (IAF). 
• Held at: Central sector, across diverse terrain including plains and mountains. 
• Conducted by: Indian Air Force involving its Rafale fighter squadrons from Ambala and Hashimara 

bases. 
• Objective: To test precision strike capabilities, evaluate combat readiness, and simulate high-intensity 

wartime operations with advanced munitions like Meteor, Rampage, and Rocks missiles. 
 
 

Syllabus: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 

30.BIMSTEC Summit 
Context: The 6th BIMSTEC Summit will be held on April 4, 2025, in Bangkok, Thailand with the theme 
“Prosperous, Resilient, and Open BIMSTEC.” 

• It aims to enhance regional cooperation on trade, security, connectivity, and endorse the Bangkok 
Vision 2030. 

About BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation): 

• What is BIMSTEC? 
o A regional grouping connecting South Asia and Southeast Asia to 

promote technical and economic cooperation among nations 
bordering the Bay of Bengal. 

• Established On: 6 June 1997, via the Bangkok Declaration. 
o Originally named BIST-EC (Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka, and Thailand Economic Cooperation). 
o On 22 December 1997 during a special Ministerial Meeting in Bangkok, the Group was 

renamed ‘BIMST-EC’ (Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Thailand Economic 
Cooperation). 

o In 1998, Nepal became an observer. 
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o In February 2004, Nepal and Bhutan became full members and renamed as BIMSTEC in 2004. 
• Headquarters: Dhaka, Bangladesh (Operational since 2014). 
• Members (7 Countries): Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. 
• Chairmanship Procedure: Rotational leadership in alphabetical order of member states. 
• Objectives of BIMSTEC: 

o Promote economic cooperation among countries bordering the Bay of Bengal. 
o Facilitate sectoral collaboration in trade, technology, energy, transport, and environment. 
o Address shared regional challenges including terrorism, poverty, and climate change. 
o Foster regional connectivity through cross-border infrastructure and digital links. 
o Enable people-to-people ties, cultural exchanges, and academic partnerships. 

• Key Features of BIMSTEC: 
o Bridge between SAARC and ASEAN: Offers a unique geostrategic platform uniting South and 

Southeast Asia. 
o Sector-led cooperation: Began with six sectors in 1997, now streamlined to seven core sectors 

post-2021 reforms. 
o Focus on Security and Trade: Includes counter-terrorism, disaster management, and maritime 

cooperation. 
o Vision-based Agenda: 6th Summit to adopt Bangkok Vision 2030 and Maritime Transport 

Agreement. 
o Institutional Strengthening: BIMSTEC Charter signed in 2022; Secretariat operational since 

2014. 
 

31.India’s New Initiatives at the 6th BIMSTEC Summit 
Context: At the 6th BIMSTEC Summit held in Bangkok, Prime Minister of India announced a series of India-led 
initiatives for regional institution building, capacity development and youth skilling across BIMSTEC member 
countries. 
About India’s New Initiatives at the 6th BIMSTEC Summit: 

• BODHI Initiative (Human Resource Development): 
o Full form: BIMSTEC for Organised 

Development of Human Resource 
Infrastructure 

o Trains 300 youth annually from BIMSTEC 
countries in India. 

o Scholarships for students at Nalanda 
University and Forest Research Institute. 

o Annual training for young diplomats from the 
region. 

Note: This is very important from exam perspective. Remember the name, full form and details of BODHI 
initiative. 
BIMSTEC Centres of Excellence: New centres in India for: 

• Disaster Management 
• Sustainable Maritime Transport 
• Traditional Medicine 
• Agriculture Research & Farmer Training 

Digital Public Infrastructure & Fintech Integration: 
o Pilot study to assess digital needs of BIMSTEC countries. 
o Proposal to link India’s UPI with regional payment systems for financial inclusion. 

Economic Integration & Trade Facilitation: 
o Establishment of BIMSTEC Chamber of Commerce. 
o Annual BIMSTEC Business Summit to be held in India. 
o Feasibility study on local currency trade among member nations. 

Regional Security & Space Cooperation: 
o First-ever Home Ministers’ Meeting to be hosted by India. 
o Nano-satellite programme, ground stations, and remote sensing data sharing. 
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Energy & Connectivity: 
o Operationalisation of BIMSTEC Energy Centre in Bengaluru. 
o Push for electric grid interconnections to ensure energy security. 

Youth, Culture & Sports Diplomacy: 
o BIMSTEC Young Leaders’ Summit, Hackathon, and Visitors Programme. 
o Hosting BIMSTEC Athletics Meet (2025) and BIMSTEC Games (2027). 
o BIMSTEC Traditional Music Festival to promote cultural ties. 

 

32.SAARC Visa Exemption Scheme (SVES) 
Context: India has suspended the SAARC Visa Exemption Scheme (SVES) for Pakistani nationals following the 
Pahalgam terror attack that killed 26 people. 
About SAARC Visa Exemption Scheme (SVES): 
What It Is? 
A regional travel facilitation mechanism allowing select individuals from 
SAARC nations to travel visa-free across member countries using a SAARC 
Visa Exemption Sticker. 
Signed In: Proposed at the 4th SAARC Summit in Islamabad (1988). It was 
officially launched in 1992. 
Objective: To foster people-to-people contact, regional cooperation, and 
diplomatic ease among the eight SAARC countries: India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Maldives, and Afghanistan. 
Key Features: 

• Eligible Categories: Covers 24 specific categories such as dignitaries, judges, MPs, senior officials, 
journalists, sports persons, business leaders, etc. 

• Visa Exemption Sticker: Issued annually by the home country’s government. Affixed to the passport 
for visa-free, multiple entries to other SAARC countries. 

• Validity & Duration: Typically, valid for 1 year from the date of issue and permits multiple entries and 
exits within the validity period. 

• Purpose of Travel: 

• Travel permitted for official duties, business, cultural exchange, journalism, and regional cooperation 
events. 

• Does not extend to tourism or casual travel. 

• India-Specific Provisions: 
o Citizens of Nepal and Bhutan don’t need a visa to enter India. 
o Pakistani nationals were earlier eligible under restricted categories and city-specific conditions 

(10–15 designated cities). 
o Post-2015, special provisions existed for verified Pakistani businesspersons for up to 3 years. 

• Security Oversight: 
o SAARC nations reserve the right to deny entry on national security grounds. 
o SVES is not a blanket waiver and is subject to scrutiny by immigration authorities at ports of 

entry. 

• Suspension Clause: 
o The scheme is based on bilateral and multilateral trust, not a binding international treaty. 
o Member countries may suspend or revoke access unilaterally in the interest of national 

security or public order. 
 
 

33.Baku to Belem Roadmap 
Context: India, at the 11th BRICS Environment Ministers’ Meeting in Brazil, urged all 11 BRICS nations to 
support the ‘Baku to Belem Roadmap’, which aims to mobilise $1.3 trillion annually by 2035 for climate 
action. 
 
About ‘Baku to Belem Roadmap’: 

• What is the ‘Baku to Belem Roadmap’? 
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o The ‘Baku to Belem Roadmap’ is a finance mobilisation framework initiated between COP29 
(Baku, Azerbaijan) and COP30 (Belem, Brazil). 

o It aims to chart a path for mobilising $1.3 trillion per year by 2035 for climate action in 
developing countries. 

• Organisations Involved: 
o UNFCCC COP Presidencies (Azerbaijan and Brazil) are 

mandated to lead the process. 
• Objectives of the Roadmap: 

o Scale Climate Finance: Mobilise $300 billion from 
public sources and $1.3 trillion overall annually by 
2035. 

o Promote Equity: Ensure just transition pathways for 
developing nations. 

o Address Barriers: Identify systemic challenges such as high cost of capital and regulatory 
constraints. 

o Leverage MDBs: Expand roles of multilateral development banks in concessional lending. 
o Strengthen Global Partnerships: Enable co-financing from public and private sources. 

• Key Features: 
o Holistic Planning: Combines climate grants, concessional loans, and private investment 

instruments. 
o Transparency Framework: Encourages stakeholder consultations and open reporting. 
o Non-Debt Focused Tools: Promotes non-debt creating climate instruments. 
o Technical Report (not political): Emphasises evidence-based mapping over political 

negotiations. 
o Multilateral Participation: Inclusive of private sector, MDBs, and developing country 

coalitions like BRICS and G77. 
 

Syllabus: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s 
interest 

34.Northwest Passage (Artic) 
Context: The Northwest Passage is back in focus amid rising geopolitical tensions, with Canada and the U.S. 
disputing its legal status as internal waters vs international strait. 
 
About Arctic Region: 

• What is the Arctic? 
o The Arctic is the northernmost polar region of 

Earth, centred around the North Pole and 
defined by the Arctic Circle (66°30′ N latitude). 

o Characterized by permafrost, polar climate, 
tundra vegetation, and extreme cold. 

o It includes parts of eight countries: Canada, 
Denmark (via Greenland), Finland, Iceland, 
Norway, Russia, Sweden, and the U.S. 

• Key Features: 
o Rich in natural resources: 13% of undiscovered oil, 30% of untapped gas, and vast reserves of 

rare earths and fisheries. 
o Region experiencing rapid warming — almost four times faster than the global average. 
o Hosts important shipping routes like the Northwest Passage and Northeast Passage. 
o No singular treaty governs it like the Antarctic however it falls under UNCLOS (United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea). 
 
About Northwest Passage Dispute: 

• The Northwest Passage is a potential Arctic Sea route passing through Canada’s Arctic Archipelago. 
• Canada claims it as internal waters, giving it controls over navigation. 
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• USA and others view it as international waters, ensuring freedom of passage. 
• This legal dispute has intensified due to the melting of Arctic ice and increasing interest in commercial 

shipping. 
 
About the Arctic Council: 

• Establishment: 
o Founded in 1996 via the Ottawa Declaration. 
o Serves as the leading intergovernmental forum for Arctic cooperation. 

• Member Nations (8): Canada, Denmark (via Greenland), Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russia, Sweden, and 
United States. 

• Key Features: 
o Focuses on sustainable development, environmental protection, and indigenous rights. 
o Observer States include India, China, UK, Germany, and others. 
o Post-Ukraine war, cooperation with Russia has declined, affecting Council unity. 
o Unlike the Antarctic Treaty, the Arctic lacks a binding, demilitarized governance treaty. 

 

35.Ottawa Convention 
Context: Several European nations including Poland, Finland, and the Baltic States have announced plans to 
withdraw from the Ottawa Convention, citing rising security threats from Russia. 
About Ottawa Convention: 
What is the Ottawa Convention? 

o Officially called the Mine Ban Treaty, it is a 
legally binding international agreement to 
eliminate anti-personnel landmines. 

o It prohibits the use, stockpiling, production, and 
transfer of such mines. 

o Includes provisions for victim assistance, mine 
clearance, and international cooperation. 

• Adopted: December 1997, Effective from: March 1999 
• Signatories: 164 countries (as of 2024) 
• Not Members: India, US, Russia, China, Israel 

o India cites security concerns due to porous borders and ongoing insurgencies. 
• Objective of the Treaty: 

o To end the human suffering caused by anti-personnel mines. 
o To prevent civilian casualties, especially after conflicts end. 
o To assist in rehabilitating victims and restoring mined land for civilian use. 

• Countries Now Quitting the Treaty: 
o Poland, Finland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia have initiated withdrawal in 2025. 
o Norway remains committed to the treaty despite regional tensions. 
o These countries argue they need landmines as a deterrent against potential Russian 

aggression. 
 

36.Tariff 
Context: Former U.S. President Donald Trump has unveiled a sweeping “Liberation Day” tariff policy, imposing 
a 10% baseline duty on all imports and higher country-specific tariffs, including 27% on Indian exports. 
 
About Tariff: 

• What is a Tariff? 
o A tariff is a tax imposed by a government on imported goods and services, collected at 

customs to regulate foreign trade and protect domestic industries. 
• Types of Tariffs: 

o Ad Valorem Tariff: Levied as a fixed percentage of the item’s value (e.g., 10% on imported 
vehicles). 
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o Specific Tariff: Charged as a fixed 
amount per unit (e.g., $5 per kg of 
sugar). 

o Compound Tariff: Combines both ad 
valorem and specific tariffs (e.g., 5% of 
value + $50/unit). 

o Anti-Dumping Tariff: Applied to goods 
sold below fair market value to protect 
local industries. 

o Countervailing Duties: Imposed to 
neutralize foreign government subsidies to exporters. 

o Reciprocal Tariff: Enforced in response to similar duties levied by another country. 
• Why Countries Impose Tariffs? 

o Protect Domestic Industry: Makes foreign goods more expensive to promote local products. 
o Correct Trade Imbalances: Discourages excessive imports to reduce trade deficits. 
o Revenue Generation: Tariffs provide income, especially for countries with low tax bases. 
o Foreign Policy Tool: Used to retaliate or exert pressure in global trade negotiations. 

• Who Actually Pays the Tariff? 
o Importers: Directly pay the tariff when goods arrive at customs. 
o Consumers: Face higher retail prices as businesses pass on the cost. 
o Businesses: May absorb the cost, affecting profit margins and pricing strategies. 
o Exporters: Sometimes lower prices to stay competitive, reducing their own revenue. 

• What are Reciprocal Tariffs? 
o Reciprocal tariffs mirror or adjust to the tariff rate imposed by another country.                                                

Eg. If India levies 54% duty on U.S. goods, U.S. might impose 27% as a retaliatory reciprocal 
tariff. 

o Used to counter trade imbalances and perceived unfair trade practices. 
• Impact on India 

o India faces a 27% reciprocal tariff under the new U.S. policy. 
o Export-heavy sectors like pharmaceuticals, steel, electronics, and textiles may suffer reduced 

market access. 
o May trigger diplomatic negotiations or trade realignments with U.S. 
o Could push India to diversify its export destinations and strengthen domestic value chains. 

 

37.Non-Tariff Barriers 
Context: During his visit to Jaipur, US Vice President urged India to eliminate non-tariff barriers (NTBs) to 
enhance market access for American goods. 
 
About Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs): 

• What are Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs)? 
o NTBs are trade restrictions other than customs 

duties that hinder the free flow of goods and 
services across borders. 

o They include both technical (e.g., certification) and 
non-technical (e.g., quotas) regulatory measures. 

• Impact on Imports and Exports: 
o Increase compliance costs for exporters through mandatory testing, documentation, and 

redesign. 
o Cause logistical delays at ports due to complex inspections and procedural formalities. 
o Reduce the competitiveness of exporters, particularly from developing countries. 
o Create uncertainty and risk, deterring small businesses from entering global markets. 

• Major Categories of NTBs: 
o Complex Registration Requirements: Exporters must register and submit extensive 

documentation with destination authorities. 
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o Stringent Product Standards: Domestic rules may exceed global norms, as seen in 
pharmaceuticals or food safety. 

o Import Licensing: Many items require special or non-automatic licenses. 
o State Trading Monopolies: Certain goods are imported only by government agencies under 

cabinet oversight. 
o Technical Barriers to Trade (TBTs): Include domestic certification, labelling, quality control 

orders, and restricted ingredients in Agri-products. 
• Significance of NTBs: 

o NTBs can be used strategically to protect domestic industries without violating WTO tariff 
rules. 

o They often lack transparency, creating an uneven playing field for global trade. 
o NTBs, if arbitrary or without scientific basis, violate the principle of fair trade under WTO 

norms. 
 

38.Special 301 Report 
Context: India has been re-added to the U.S. ‘Priority Watch List’ under the 2025 Special 301 Report for 
inconsistent progress on intellectual property rights (IPR) protection. 
About Special 301 Report: 

• What is it? 
o An annual report issued by the 

U.S. Trade Representative 
(USTR) assessing global IP 
protection and enforcement. 

o Mandated by Section 182 of the 
U.S. Trade Act of 1974. 

• Launched in: First published in 1989. 
• Objective: 

o To identify countries whose IPR 
regimes negatively affect U.S. 
businesses and encourage 
improvements in global IP 
environments. 

o Influences bilateral trade negotiations, including tariffs and investment flows. 
• Key Highlights from 2025 Report: 

o India, along with China, Indonesia, Russia, and Argentina, placed on Priority Watch List. 
o Major concerns: 

▪ Vague interpretation of the Indian Patents Act. 
▪ Weak enforcement against piracy, counterfeiting, and digital theft. 
▪ Lack of a robust framework for protecting trade secrets. 
▪ High customs duties on IPR-sensitive goods like ICT, solar, and pharmaceuticals. 

o Other issues raised include: 
▪ Signal theft, unauthorized reprints of academic material, and technological protection 

circumvention. 
 
About the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) 

• What is USTR? 
o A federal agency responsible for formulating and executing U.S. trade policy, especially in 

international negotiations. 
• Established in:  
• Headquarters: Washington D.C. 
• Structure and Membership: Comprises over 200 professionals specializing in regional and trade issue-

specific expertise. 
• Key Functions: 

o Negotiates bilateral and multilateral trade agreements. 
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o Oversees IPR enforcement, trade disputes, and tariff regulations. 
o Engages with Foreign governments, U.S. Congress, Industry groups and civil society. 
o Publishes trade-related reports including the Special 301 Report, National Trade Estimate 

Report, and Notorious Markets List. 
 

39.Vice President of the United States 
Context: U.S.A Vice President J.D. Vance is on a four-day official visit to India, where he met Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and announced the finalisation of Terms of Reference for Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) 
talks. 
About Vice President of the United States: 
What It Is? 

• The Vice President is the second-highest constitutional officer in the U.S. federal system. 
• Created through the 1787 Constitutional Convention as part of the Electoral College compromise. 

Key Powers and Responsibilities: 
• Presidential Succession: Becomes acting or full President upon vacancy, death, or inability. 
• Senate President: Presides over the U.S. Senate and casts tie-breaking votes. 
• Electoral Role: Certifies electoral votes as per 12th Amendment. 
• Executive Participation: Attends Cabinet meetings, represents the U.S. abroad, and influences policy as 

delegated. 
• Presidential Disability Provisions: Can invoke Section 4 of the 25th Amendment in coordination with 

the Cabinet. 
Key Differences Between US vs Indian Vice President: 
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