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1. Consider the following statements compar-
ing Hindustani and Carnatic classical mu-
sic traditions:
1.	 Hindustani music allows for greater im-

provisation and elaboration within a raga 
compared to the more composition-cen-
tric Carnatic music.

2.	 The concept of ‘Gharanas’ is prominent in 
Carnatic music but absent in Hindustani 
music.

3.	 Both traditions use the concepts of Raga 
and Tala although the specific ragas and 
talas may differ.

How many of the statements given above are 
correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

Q2. Consider the following pairs with terms 
related to Indian classical music/instru-
ments with their descriptions:
List I (Term/Instrument)   List II (Descrip-

tion)
A. Dhrupad	 1. A major form of 

semi-classical Hindustani vocal music
B. Kriti		  2. The primary structured 

compositional form in Carnatic music
C. Thumri		 3. An ancient, austere form 

of Hindustani vocal music
D. Sitar		  4. A plucked string instru-

ment (Tata Vadya)
How many of the pairs given above is/are cor-
rectly matched?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four

3. Consider the following statements about 
traditional Indian performing arts:
1.	 Ankia Naat is a form of traditional Vaish-

navite theatre primarily associated with 
Assam, pioneered by Srimanta Sankarde-
va.

2.	 Tholu Bommalata refers to the tradition-
al shadow puppetry tradition of Andhra 
Pradesh.

3.	 In Sanskrit theatre tradition, Natya Shas-
tra attributed to Bharata Muni provides 
detailed codification of performance arts 
including dance, drama, and music.

How many of the statements given above is/
are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

4. Which of the following correctly distin-
guishes Kathak from Bharatanatyam clas-
sical dance forms?
1.	 Kathak emphasizes intricate footwork and 

rapid pirouettes while Bharatanatyam fo-
cuses on sharp, geometric movements 
and fixed postures.

2.	 Bharatanatyam predominantly uses Hin-
dustani classical music, whereas Kathak 
employs Carnatic music.

3.	 The Tribhanga is a characteristic feature 
of Kathak but absent in Bharatanatyam.

How many of the statements given above is/
are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

5. Consider the following pairs of folk dances 
and the states they are primarily associat-
ed with:
List I (Folk Dance)	 List II (State)
A. Bihu			   1. Gujarat
B. Garba			   2. Assam
C. Bhangra		  3. Punjab 
D. Kalbelia		  4. Rajasthan
How many of the pairs given above is/are cor-
rectly matched?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four

6. The Sangeet Natak Akademi, India’s nation-
al academy for performing arts, recogniz-
es certain dance forms as ‘Classical Danc-
es’. This recognition primarily signifies:
(a) The dance form’s exclusive origin within 

ancient temple rituals.
(b) The existence of a codified technique 

based on texts like the Natya Shastra and 
a tradition of guru-shishya parampara.

(c) The dance form’s popularity only among 
urban elites.

(d) The mandatory use of Sanskrit language 
in its performance.
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7. Consider the following statements regard-
ing early Indian cinema:
1.	 Dadasaheb Phalke’s ‘Raja Harishchan-

dra’ (1913) is considered India’s first 
full-length feature film.

2.	 The first Indian ‘talkie’ film, ‘Alam Ara’, 
was released in 1931.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

8. With reference to the contributions of Ar-
yabhata (c. 5th-6th century CE) to ancient 
Indian science:
1.	 He accurately explained the causes of so-

lar and lunar eclipses based on shadows 
cast by the Earth and Moon.

2.	 He calculated a remarkably accurate ap-
proximation for the value of pi (π).

3.	 He proposed a heliocentric model where 
the planets revolved around the Sun.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

9. The ancient Indian text Sushruta Samhita 
is primarily associated with which field 
of knowledge?
(a) Astronomy and Mathematics
(b) Grammar and Linguistics
(c) Statecraft and Politics
(d) Medicine and Surgery

10. The Iron Pillar located near the Qutub 
Minar in Delhi, dating back potentially to 
the Gupta period (c. 4th-5th century CE), 
is remarkable primarily for its:
(a) Intricate carvings depicting scenes from 

the Ramayana.
(b) Immense height, surpassing that of the 

Qutub Minar itself.
(c) Exceptional resistance to rust and corro-

sion over centuries.
(d) Use as an astronomical observation tool 

(gnomon).

11. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 Lilavati, a book dealing with Arithmetic, 

is part of Siddhanta Shiromani written by 
Bhaskaracharya.

2.	 The Chakrawat method for solving alge-
bra was mentioned for the first time in 
Lilavati.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 only 
(b)	 2 only 
(c)	 Both 1 and 2 
(d)	 Neither 1 nor 2 

12. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 Jogimara and Sita Bhengara Caves are ru-

ins of an ancient amphitheatre in Chhat-
tisgarh.

2.	 Yavanika tradition in Indian theatre was 
introduced under patronage of the Gupta 
rulers. 

3.	 The first formal treatise on dramaturgy is 
available from works of Kalidasa.

How many of the statements given above are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 only 
(b)	 2 and 3 only 
(c)	 2 only 
(d)	 1, 2 and 3 

13. Consider the following pairs: 
  Folk Dances   :  Associated State 
1. Rangma    :  Telangana 
2. Lambadi   :   Manipur 
3. Burrakatha  : Andhra Pradesh 
4. Pandayani   : Kerala 
How many of the pairs given above are cor-
rect? 
(a)	 Only one 
(b)	 Only two 
(c)	 Only three 
(d)	 All four 



www.insightsonindia.com instacourses.insightsonindia.com4

14. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 Baul songs inspired by Suphi, a form of 

Sufi song exemplified by songs of Kabir.
2.	 Powada music developed in the Mughal 

court of Akbar under influence of Sufi mu-
sic.

3.	 The famous song Kesariya balam is sung 
in Maand style. 

How many of the statements given above is/
are correct? 
(a)	 Only one 
(b)	 Only two 
(c)	 All three 
(d)	 None

15. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 The earliest literary work on diseases and 

medicine was the Atharva Veda.
2.	 The Charak Samhita is the earliest literary 

work on plastic surgery in India. 
Which of the statements given above is/ are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 only 
(b)	 2 only 
(c)	 Both 1 and 2 
(d)	 Neither 1 nor 2 

16. Consider the following statements regard-
ing Kutiyattam:
1.	 It is a Sanskrit theatre tradition of Kerala.
2.	 It is traditionally performed in Kuttam-

palams within Hindu Temples.
3.	 It was conventionally presented by re-

gional communities called Chakyar and 
Ambalavasi Nambiars.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 and 3 only 
(b)	 2 only
(c)	 2 and 3 only 
(d)	 1, 2 and 3

17. With reference to cultural history of India, 
Annamacharya, Kshetrayya and Bhadra-
chala Ramadasu were associated with:
(a) Sanskrit drama
(b) Telugu poetry 
(c) Carnatic music 
(d) Classical dance 

18. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 Kalbeliya tribe traces their origin to Kani-

pa, the disciple of Guru Gorakhnath. 
2.	 Kalbeliya dance performances replicate 

movements of a snake. 
3.	 Kalbeliya dance performances are accom-

panied by Khuralio and Morchang. 
Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 2 only 
(b)	 1 only 2 only 
(c)	 3 only 
(d)	 1, 2 and 3 

19. Consider the following statements regard-
ing Yakshagana: 
1.	 It emerged under patronage of the Vi-

jayanagara rulers.
2.	 It can be performed only by women un-

der guidance of a male storyteller called 
Bhagavatha.

3.	 It is accompanied by only vocal Carnatic 
music without percussion instruments. 

How many of the statements given above are 
correct? 
(a)	 Only one 
(b)	 Only two 
(c)	 All three 
(d)	 None 

20. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 The Nirayana system of Calendar is based 

on the actual time required for the Earth 
to revolve around the sun once.

2.	 The Gregorian Calendar is based on the 
Sayana Year. 

Which of the statements given above is/ are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 only 
(b)	 2 only 
(c)	 Both 1 and 2 
(d)	 Neither 1 nor 2 

21. Which of the following practices intro-
duced by Guru Nanak Dev best embodies 
the idea of social equality across caste and 
creed?
(a) Naam Japna
(b) Dasvandh
(c) Pangat
(d) Kirat Karni
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22. With reference to the constitutional and 
legal framework for minority institutions 
in India, consider the following state-
ments:
1.	 An institution’s acceptance of govern-

ment aid disqualifies it from being recog-
nized as a minority institution.

2.	 Article 28 restricts religious instruction 
in all educational institutions, including 
those established by minorities.

3.	 The right to administer a minority insti-
tution includes the ability to determine 
its admission policy, subject to regulatory 
oversight for quality standards.

How many of the above given statements is/
are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

23. Which of the following sectors are covered 
under India’s Production Linked Incentive 
(PLI) Scheme?
1.	 Large-scale electronics manufacturing 

(mobile phones, components)
2.	 Renewable energy (solar PV modules)
3.	 Advanced Chemistry Cell (ACC) batteries
4.	 Textiles (man-made fibers and technical 

textiles)
Select the correct answer using the code giv-
en below:
(a) 1, 2 and 4
(b) 2 and 3
(c) 1 and 4
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

24. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Corporate social responsibil-
ity:
Statement-I: CSR spending is legally mandat-
ed for eligible Indian companies under the 
Companies Act, 2013.
Statement-II: CSR contributions are fully 
tax-deductible under Section 80G of the In-
come Tax Act.
Which one of the following is correct in re-
spect of the above statements?
a) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are 

correct and Statement-II is the correct 
explanation for Statement-I

b) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are 
correct and Statement-II is not the cor-
rect explanation for Statement-I

c) Statement-I is correct but Statement-II is 
incorrect

d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-II 
is correct

25. Which of the following are the leading 
causes of Non-Communicable Diseases 
(NCDs) like diabetes and hypertension in 
India?
1.	 Sedentary lifestyles and lack of physical 

activity
2.	 High consumption of processed 

foods rich in salt and sugar
3.	 Genetic predisposition among South 

Asians
4.	 Overuse of antibiotics in healthcare
Select the correct answer using the code giv-
en below:
(a) 1, 2 and 3
(b) 2 and 4
(c) 1 and 3
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Passage:
Populism is not a full-blown ideology like 
liberalism, conservatism or socialism. It is a 
“thin-centered” discourse rooted in the idea 
of popular will and is comfortable aligning 
itself to any ideology that could be broad-
ly appealing to a majority. Populism is also 
rampantly anti-elitist. It views the masses as 
pure and virtuous and the elites as immoral 
and self-serving who should be overthrown. 
Hence the argument that populism has a 
Manichean ethic. It equates democracy with 
elections and referenda, for they represent 
popular will. It believes that the non-elect-
ed institutions of oversight — the judiciary, 
press, intelligence agencies, civil society, cen-
tral banks — which normally constrain dem-
ocratic governments between elections, must 
follow electoral verdicts, not their institution-
ally assigned roles. Being unelected, their au-
tonomy should be curbed, even crushed.
Finally, populism hinges upon charismat-
ic leaders having direct, unmediated access 
to the masses. Political parties or the press, 
while necessary, are expected to be subser-
vient to the leader. Social media, providing 
direct access to the people, is the favourite 
mode of communication for a populist today.
If popular will is supreme, an inescapable 
question arises: Who are the people? Typical-
ly, populists have two answers to this ques-
tion. If the poor or the underprivileged are 
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said to be “the people”, populism hitches on 
to the left, and income redistribution and wel-
fare-oriented policies follow. Contrariwise, if 
a religious, ethnic or racial majority consti-
tutes “the people”, we get populism that aligns 
with the right. The latter is hostile to ethnic, 
religious and racial minorities, and inhospi-
table to those new migrants, who are differ-
ent from the majority community. Populism 
of the right, thus, tends to acquire the form of 
majoritarian nationalism, unconstrained by 
minority rights.

26. Based on your reading of the passage, why 
does the author call populism as Mani-
chean ethic?
a) The philosophy of Populism reduces every�-

thing into binaries
b) The philosophy of populism is much too 

shrewd for anyone’s liking
c) Because of populism’s anti-elitist stance
d) None of the above

27. The difference between the compound in-
terest, compounded annually and the sim-
ple interest on a certain sum for 2 years at 
6% per annum is Rs. 18. Find the sum.
a) Rs. 3240
b) Rs. 5000
c) Rs. 3200
d) Rs. 5600

28. The difference between simple interest 
and compound interest on Rs. 600 for 1 
years at 10% per annum, reckoned half 
yearly is?
a) Rs. 2.50
b) Rs. 6.60
c) Rs. 4.40
d) Rs. 1.50

29. Simple interest on a certain sum of mon-
ey for 4 years at 5% per annum is half the 
compound interest on Rs. 3000 for 2 years 
at 10% per annum. The sum placed on 
simple interest is:
a) Rs. 1575
b) Rs. 1650
c) Rs. 1550
d) Rs. 1675

30. The difference between the compound in-
terest and the simple interest on a certain 
sum for 2 years at 5% per annum is Rs. 
300. Find the sum
a) 100000
b) 10000
c) 120000
d) 130000


