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1. With reference to ancient Indian Vedic Lit-
erature, consider the following:
1.	 The Rig Veda Samhita consists mainly of 

hymns dedicated to deities like Indra, 
Agni, Varuna, and Soma.   

2.	 The Upanishads primarily elaborate on 
complex sacrificial rituals and procedures.

3.	 The Brahmanas provide philosophical dis-
courses on the nature of Atman and Brah-
man  

How many of the statements given above is/
are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

2. Which renowned poet, musician, and schol-
ar of the Delhi Sultanate period, associat-
ed with Sufism (disciple of Nizamuddin 
Auliya), is often called the ‘Parrot of India’ 
(Tuti-e-Hind) and credited with signifi-
cant contributions to Hindustani music, 
Indo-Persian literature, and the develop-
ment of Hindavi (early Hindi/Urdu)?
(a) Alberuni
(b) Amir Khusrau
(c) Ibn Battuta
(d) Ziauddin Barani

3. The Sahitya Akademi Award is a prestigious 
literary honour in India. Consider the fol-
lowing statements regarding it:   
1.	 It is awarded annually for literary works 

published only in the 22 languages listed 
in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.

2.	 The award encompasses various genres, 
including poetry, novels, short stories, 
plays, and literary criticism.

3.	 Apart from the main award, the Sahitya 
Akademi also confers awards for transla-
tion and children’s literature.   

How many of the statements given above are 
correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

4. Consider the following statements regard-
ing heterodox schools of ancient Indian 
philosophy:
1.	 The Charvaka (Lokayata) school advo-

cated materialism, rejected supernatural 
concepts like afterlife and karma, and ac-
cepted direct perception as the only valid 
source of knowledge.   

2.	 The Ajivika school, associated with Mak-
khali Gosala, believed in absolute deter-
minism (Niyati), asserting that fate con-
trolled everything and human effort was 
futile.   

3.	 Both Jainism and Buddhism accepted the 
authority of the Vedas but reinterpreted 
their meaning.

How many of the statements given above is/
are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

5. In the context of Vedanta philosophy, Shan-
kara’s concept of ‘Maya’ is best understood 
as:
(a) The individual soul’s inherent divinity.
(b) The cosmic illusion or veiling power that 

makes the phenomenal world appear 
real, obscuring the ultimate reality of 
Brahman.

(c) The path of selfless action prescribed in 
the Bhagavad Gita.

(d) The eternal, unchanging, attributeless 
Absolute Reality.

6. Consider the mandate and functions of the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI):
1.	 Exploration and excavation of ancient 

sites.
2.	 Maintenance and conservation of central-

ly protected monuments and sites.
3.	 Regulation of all archaeological activities 

in the country, including issuing licenses 
for excavation.

4.	 Publication of research findings and main-
tenance of archaeological site museums.

How many of the functions listed above fall 
under the purview of ASI?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four
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7. A significant difference often highlighted 
between the Chishti and Suhrawardi Sufi 
orders as they operated in India is:
(a) Chishtis actively participated in politics, 

while Suhrawardis remained aloof from 
the state.

(b) Suhrawardis accepted grants and posi-
tions from rulers, while Chishtis gen-
erally maintained distance from state 
patronage.

(c) Chishtis focused on rational philosophy, 
while Suhrawardis emphasized emo-
tional devotion through music.

(d) Suhrawardis established their main cen-
ters in North India, while Chishtis were 
confined only to the Deccan.   

8. Consider the following statements regard-
ing the ‘Yuge Yugeen Bharat’ National 
Museum project announced by the Gov-
ernment of India:
1.	 It is planned to be developed at the ex-

isting National Museum building on Jan-
path, New Delhi after major renovation.

2.	 It is envisioned to be the world’s largest 
museum upon completion.

3.	 The museum aims to showcase the story 
of India spanning over 5,000 years.

How many of the statements given above is/
are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

9. The ‘Aadi Mahotsav’, is an initiative fo-
cused on:
(a) Promoting classical Indian dance forms 

among urban youth.
(b) Showcasing and marketing the crafts, 

culture, cuisine, and commerce of In-
dia’s tribal communities.

(c) Celebrating the agricultural harvest sea-
sons specific to North-Eastern states.

(d) Organizing international dialogues on 
conserving intangible cultural heritage.

10. Match the following pairs:
List I (Textile)		  List II (Region)
A. Paithani		  1. Gujarat
B. Ikat (Patola)		  2. Varanasi
C. Jamdani		  3. Maharashtra
D. Brocade (Kimkhab)	 4. West Bengal
Select the correct answer using the code giv-
en below:
(a) A-3, B-1, C-4, D-2
(b) A-2, B-4, C-1, D-3
(c) A-3, B-2, C-4, D-1
(d) A-1, B-3, C-2, D-4

11. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 The National Mission for Manuscripts 

(NMM) is mandated to identify and make 
accessible the manuscript heritage of In-
dia.

2.	 NMM functions as a unit under the Indira 
Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGN-
CA).

3.	 IGNCA is an autonomous institution un-
der the Ministry of Culture. 

How many of the above statements are cor-
rect? 
(a)	 Only one 
(b)	 Only 3
(c)	 All three 
(d)	 None 

12. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 The Sutras of Jamini deal with Purva Mi-

mamsa philosophy. 
2.	 Purva Mimamsa emphasizes on vedic rit-

uals. 
3.	 The Nambudiri Brahmins, who follow 

Shrautism, adhere to the Poorva Mimam-
sa philosophy.

How many of the statements given above is/
are correct? 
(a)	 Only one 
(b)	 Only two 
(c)	 All three 
(d)	 None

13. Consider the following literary works: 
1.	 Brihadeeshi 
2.	 Dattilam
3.	 Natyashastra 
How many of the above book’s deals with In-
dian music? 
(a)	 3 only 
(b)	 1 and 3 only 
(c)	 1, 2 and 3 
(d)	 1 only 
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14. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 Tolkappiyam is the first literary work on 

Tamil grammar that was published in the 
first Sangam Council.

2.	 The Sangam literature provides an account 
of both political and social life during the 
3rd century BC to 3rd century CE.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 only 
(b)	 2 only 
(c)	 Both 1 and 2 
(d)	 Neither 1 nor 2 

15. Consider the following literary works: 
1.	 Kalpa Sutra 
2.	 Udana 
3.	 Mahapurana 
How many of the above are Jain literary 
works? 
(a)	 Only one 
(b)	 Only two 
(c)	 All three 
(d)	 None 

16. Consider the following statements regard-
ing Varkari Sect: 
1.	 The Varkaris worship Vishnu in his mani-

festation as Vithoba.
2.	 The sect is so named due to their religious 

chanting known as Vari.
3.	 Annual pilgrimage of the followers to Pan-

daharpur in Maharashtra include events 
like Ringan and Dhava. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 and 3 only 
(b)	 2 only 
(c)	 1 and 2 only 
(d)	 1, 2 and 3  

17. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 Dvaita Vedanta philosophy was proposed 

by Madhavacharya, a Kannada Saint of 
Karnataka.

2.	 Unlike Vishishtadvaita Vedanta of Ra-
manuja, Dvaita Vedanta propounds that 
individual soul and the supreme being are 
eternally connected. 

3.	 Madhavacharya was the author of Gita 
Bhasya.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 and 2 only 
(b)	 3 only 
(c)	 1 and 3 only 
(d)	 1, 2 and 3  

18. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 The Dashanami Sect is associated with 

Advaita Vedanta tradition of Adi Shanka-
racharya.

2.	 The rules for Dashanami Sanyasis are 
mentioned in the spiritual text Dasbodh.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 only 
(b)	 2 only
(c)	 Both 1 and 2 
(d)	 Neither 1 nor 2 

19. Consider the following statements: 
Statement – I:  Trika Shaivism incorporates 
Tantric traditions. 
Statement – II:  Trika Shaivism is an offshoot 
of Vajrayana Buddhism that developed under 
patronage of the Pala rulers of Bengal. 
Which of the following is correct in respect of 
the above statements? 
(a)	 Both Statement -I and Statement -II are 

correct and Statement -II explains State-
ment -I 

(b)	 Both Statement -I and Statement -II are 
correct but Statement -II does not explain 
Statement -I 

(c)	 Statement- I is correct but Statement -II is 
incorrect 

(d)	 Statement- I is incorrect but Statement -II 
is correct 

20. Consider the following statements regard-
ing National School of Drama (NSD): 
1.	 It is one of its kind theatre training institu-

tions in India that was originally setup by 
the Sangeet Natak Akademi.  

2.	 Bharat Rang Mahotsav is the annual the-
atre festival organised by it.

3.	 It presents the ‘Tulsi Samman’, named 
after Tulsidas, the author of Ramcharit-
manas.

How many of the statements given above are 
correct? 
(a)	 Only one 
(b)	 Only two 
(c)	 All three 
(d)	 None
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21. In oceanography, the “Twilight Zone” is 
crucial for Earth’s climate system primar-
ily because:
(a) It supports hydrothermal vent activity, 

releasing methane for climate regulation
(b) It is a major carbon sink where organ-

isms sequester atmospheric CO₂ through 
biological processes

(c) It helps reflect sunlight back into space, 
preventing ocean surface warming

(d) It moderates temperature exchange be-
tween polar and tropical waters

22. Consider the following statements regard-
ing cybersquatting:
1.	 Cybersquatting involves registering do-

main names that are deceptively similar 
to famous trademarks with the intent to 
sell or misuse.

2.	 Indian courts have upheld that domain 
names are entitled to trademark protec-
tion under the Trademarks Act, 1999.

Which of the above statements are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

23. The system known as “Thirayattam”, 
where land revenue was collected in kind 
during festivals and ritual occasions, was 
observed in:
(a) Malabar region of Kerala
(b) Guntur region of Andhra Pradesh
(c) Bhagalpur region of Bihar
(d) Rajputana agency of Rajasthan

24. Consider the following statements:
Statement-I: Melting glaciers in the Alps 
are leading Switzerland and Italy to redefine 
parts of their shared national boundary.
Statement-II: International boundaries are 
static and cannot be altered due to natural or 
climatic changes under customary interna-
tional law.
Which one of the following is correct in re-
spect of the above statements?
a) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are 

correct and Statement-II is the correct 
explanation for Statement-I

b) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are 
correct and Statement-II is not the cor-
rect explanation for Statement-I

c) Statement-I is correct but Statement-II is 
incorrect

d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-II 
is correct

25. The Horizon 2047 initiative, recently in 
news, is primarily related to:
(a) India’s net-zero emissions target with 

France by 2047
(b) A trilateral maritime security agreement 

among India, France, and UAE
(c) India-South Korea military industrial 

agreement for nuclear submarine tech-
nology transfer

(d) A long-term bilateral roadmap to deepen 
India–France relations till India’s 100th 
year of independence

26. Many schools require students to wear a uni-
form. While some people point to advantag-
es of wearing a uniform to school, others are 
against their mandatory status. This essay 
will examine the advantages and disadvantag-
es of wearing a uniform to school and provide 
a conclusion. The two main advantages of 
wearing a uniform to school are elimination 
of social and economic differences and instill-
ing discipline.
Firstly, school uniforms make schoolchildren 
look the same, and in this way create a sense 
of equality among children in a particular 
school. For example, disguising social bound-
ariesunder the cover of a uniform prevent 
schoolchildren from becoming an easy target 
for bullies.
Secondly, wearing a school uniform, as a sign 
of the school’s identity, helps to instil disci-
pline because the uniform obliges a student 
to comply with the requirements and regula-
tions of a particular school. If students break 
school laws, for example, by smoking in
the school yard, they can be reminded that 
the fact that the students behaved inappro-
priately wearing a uniform indicates that 
they were aware what their belonging to the 
school community entails.
However, wearing a school uniform has some 
disadvantages like suppression of students’ 
creativity and individuality. Creativity is one 
of the most important traits that a young per-
son should foster in order to have a successful 
career. In all spheres of professional life, it is 
important to bridge creativity with the ac-
quisition of new knowledge and skills. In this 
regard, the regulation to wear a uniform may 
turn students into passive youngsters who
cannot express their individuality through 
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their own choice of clothing. Therefore,
it is important to enhance creativity and a 
sense of individuality of young children while 
their personalities are still developing, where-
as the requirement to wear a school uniform 
places emphasis on sameness.
In conclusion, wearing school uniforms can 
be advantageous in that it allows managing 
social and financial divides and fostering dis-
cipline in school. However, it should also be 
considered that school uniforms limit rather 
than enhance the development of a creative 
and versatile individual who would be able to 
perform effectively on one’s own. (349 words)

Q. Which of the following statements, if false, 
could be seen as supporting the passage?
1. Uniforms stifle creativity and turn children 

into passive adults.
2. School uniforms act as a social leveller.
Select the correct answer using the code giv-
en below.
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2

27. The simple interest on a sum of money 
for 3 years is Rs. 360, and the compound 
interest on the same sum at the same rate 
for 2 years is Rs.270. What is the rate per-
cent per annum?
a. %25
b. %50
c. %60
d. %80

28. A man invests Rs.5000 for 3 years at 5% 
p.a. compound interest reckoned yearly. 
Income tax at the rate of 20% on the inter-
est earned is deducted at the end of each 
year. Find the amount at the end of the 
third year
a. Rs.5624.32
b. Rs.5423
c. Rs.5634
d. Rs.5976

29. A sum of money was invested at simple 
interest at a rate for 5 years. Had it been 
invested at 3% higher rate, It would have 
received Rs. 150 more interest. What was 
the principle amount?
a. Rs.900
b. Rs.1000
c. Rs.1100
d. Rs.1200

30. A sum doubles in 5 years under simple in-
terest at a certain rate of interest. In how 
many years, it would be six times itself?
a. 20 years
b. 25 years
c. 15 years
d. 18 years


