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1. Painted Grey Ware (PGW) and Northern

Black Polished Ware (NBPW) are distinc-

tive types of pottery associated primarily

with which periods/cultures in ancient In-
dian history?

(a) PGW with Harappan Civilization, NBPW
with Neolithic cultures.

(b) PGW with Later Vedic Period/Iron Age,
NBPW with Mahajanapada/Mauryan
Period.

(c) PGW with Neolithic cultures, NBPW with
Gupta Period.

(d) PGW with Mauryan Period, NBPW with
Kushana Period.

2. The Hoysala temples at Belur, Halebidu, and

Somanathapura were inscribed as a UNES-

CO World Heritage site in 2023. Consider

their unique architectural features:

1. Construction primarily using soft soap-
stone (chloritic schist).

2. Elaborate star-shaped ground plans for
the main shrines.

3. Extensive use of monolithic rock-cut tech-
niques similar to Mahabalipuram Rathas.

4. Presence of highly polished, lathe-turned
pillars inside the halls.

How many of the features listed above are

characteristic of these Hoysala temples?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) All four

3. Consider the following statements compar-
ing Nagara and Dravida styles of temple
architecture:

1. In Nagara temples, the main tower (Shi-
khara) is typically curvilinear, while in
Dravida temples, the tower (Vimana) is
pyramid-shaped with multiple storeys.

2. Elaborate gateway structures known
as Gopurams are prominent features of
Nagara temple complexes but generally
absent in Dravida ones.

3. Nagara temples commonly feature a water
tank within the temple enclosure, where-
as this is less characteristic of Dravida
temples.

How many of the statements given above is/

are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
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4. Consider the following statements dis-
tinguishing the Gandhara and Mathura
schools of sculpture:

1. The Gandhara school was heavily influ-
enced by Greco-Roman artistic traditions,
while the Mathura school developed
largely from indigenous styles.

2. Gandhara artists primarily used spotted
red sandstone, whereas Mathura artists
favoured grey schist.

3. Both schools produced images predom-
inantly related to Buddhist themes, par-
ticularly depictions of the Buddha and
Bodhisattvas.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

5.Theiconic ‘Nataraja’ bronze sculptures, rep-
resenting Shiva’s cosmic dance, reached
their artistic zenith under the patronage
of which dynasty?
(a) Pallavas
(b) Cholas
(c) Guptas
(d) Rashtrakutas

6. Consider the following statements regard-
ing schools of Indian miniature painting:
1. The Pahari school of painting primarily

flourished in the Himalayan foothills and
is known for lyrical themes, often depict-
ing Radha and Krishna.

2. The Rajasthani school is characterized by
bold lines, vibrant colours, and diverse
themes including court scenes, religious
narratives, and hunting scenes.

3. The Mughal school significantly influ-
enced both Rajasthani and Pahari schools
but focused more on realism and portrai-
ture compared to the lyrical quality of Pa-
hari art.

How many of the statements given above are

correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
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7. Match the following dyeing/printing tech-
niques with their descriptions:

Technique Description

(i) Resist dyeing on yarn

(a) Kalamlcari before weaving

(ii) Hand-painted using

(b) Ikat vegetable dyes

(iii) Tie-dye with intricate

(c) Bandhani patterns

Options:

A) (a)-(i1), (b)-(1), (c)-(iii)
B) (a)-(i), (b)-(ii), (c)-(iii)
C) (a)-(iii), (b)-(1), (c)-(ii)
D) (a)-(ii), (b)-(iii), (c)-(i)

8. The Ellora Caves, a UNESCO World Herit-
age Site, are unique because:

1. They contain rock-cut monuments be-
longing to Buddhism, Hinduism, and
Jainism, co-existing in proximity.

All the caves were exclusively excavated
during the Gupta period.

Which of the statements given above are
correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

9. Which of the following is recognized by
UNESCO as an Intangible Cultural Herit-
age of Humanity from India?

(a) Kathakali dance form

(b) The architectural style of Khajuraho
temples

(c) Chhau dance

(d) The ruins of Hampi

10. The term ‘Lost-Wax Process’ (Cire Per-
due) is associated with which art form in
India, famously used for creating intri-
cate sculptures?

(a) Terracotta pottery making

(b) Miniature painting technique

(c) Metal casting, particularly bronze sculp-
ture

(d) Wood carving traditions
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11. Consider the following statements regard-
ing Karnataka School of architecture:
1. Itwas patronised by Chalukya, Rashtraku-

tas and Hoyshala dynasties.

2. Curvilinear Shikhara of the temples was
inspired from Nagara style.
3. Unlike Dravidian architecture, there are

no sculptures on the temples.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 2 only
(d) 1,2and 3

12. Consider the following statements:

1. The sculptures in both Mathura and Am-
aravati Schools were made using white
marble.

Unlike Mathura School which was dedi-
cated to Hinduism, the Amaravati School
represents influence of Hinduism, Bud-
dhism and Jainism.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

13. Consider the following statements regard-
ing Apabhramsha school of art:

1. It developed as a mixture of Hindu paint-
ing traditions with paintings related to Va-
jrayana Buddhism.

2. It is exclusively done on walls, using red
and black colour with golden borders.

3. Human figures are drawn with bulging

eyes and double chin.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
(@) 2 and 3 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 only
(d) 1,2and 3
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14. Consider the following pairs regarding
Embroidery crafts of India:
Embroidery craft: State
1. Banni: Gujarat
2. Kasuti: Karnataka
3. Khatwa Applique: Telangana
How many of the pairs given above are cor-
rect?
(@) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

15. Tikuli Art, a unique art form developed in
the state of:

(a) Telangana

(b) Rajasthan

(c) Bihar

(d) Tripura

16. With reference to cultural history of India,

Moidams are:

(a) Sacred groves containing rare medicinal
plants

(b) Percussion instruments made of bamboo

(c) Tribal attires made using jute and cotton

(d) Necropolis of kings and royal family
members

17. Consider the following statements:

1. Saptamatrika sculptures depict stories of
Shakti peethas of goddess Durga.

2. In many Saptamatrika sculptural panels,
it is common to find male deities flanking
the group of seven mother goddesses.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

18. Consider the following statements regard-

ing Eklingji Temple:

1. The historical text Eklinga Mahamaya pro-
vides history of the temple.

2. Itis managed by the Natha sect.

3. It features Shiva performing tandava,
symbolising creation, preservation and
destruction, occurring simultaneously.

How many of the statements given above is/

are correct?

(@) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
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19. Consider the following cultural heritage of
India:
1. Mahabodhi temple complex, Bodhgaya
2. Group of monuments at Mandu
3. Group of monuments at Pattadakal
4. Sarnath ancient Buddhist site
How many of the above are included within
the UNESCO List of Cultural Heritage in India?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All four

20. Consider the following statements regard-

ing Harappan pottery:

1. Painted pottery with Black motifs on red
background was used.

2. The motifs on pottery included themes
from nature.

3. Pottery was exclusively used as a trade
item.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3

21. Consider the following statements regard-
ing the National Maritime Heritage Com-
plex (NMHC):

1. Itis being developed under the Sagarma-
la Programme by the Ministry of Culture.

2. Itaims to be the world’s largest maritime
heritage complex and is located at Dholvi-
ra in Gujarat.

3. The site at Dholavira was chosen due to
its Harappan-era dockyard, the oldest
known in the world.

Which of the above statements is/are incor-

rect?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) All three

22. The National Health Accounts (NHA) Esti-
mates for India are prepared by which of
the following institutions?

(a) National Health Authority (NHA)

(b) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
directly

(c) National Health Accounts Technical Sec-
retariat (NHATS)

(d) NITI Aayog
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23. Consider the following statements regard-

ing the Offshore Areas Mineral (Develop-

ment and Regulation) Act, 2002:

1. It governs mineral extraction only with-
in India’s Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) and continental shelf, not interna-
tional seabeds.

2. Government-owned companies are given
priority access to reserved offshore min-
ing zones.

3. Mining leases can be terminated if pro-
duction remains uneconomical for 5
years under the Act’s provisions.

How many of the above given statements is/

are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

24. Consider the following statements regard-

ing the Right to Information (Amendment)

Act, 2019:

1. It grants fixed five-year tenure to Central
and State Information Commissioners.

2. The amendment enhances the salary of
Information Commissioners to be at par
with Supreme Court judges.

3. It creates a new appellate mechanism
under the Ministry of Law and Justice.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) None

25. The term “Anaconda Strategy” in contem-

porary geopolitical discourse refers to:

(a) A rapid aerial strike strategy to gain swift
dominance.

(b) A slow economic, cyber, and military en-
circlement to exhaust the adversary.

(c) A guerrilla warfare tactic for weakening
occupying forces.

(d) A doctrine promoting joint maritime
security in Indo-Pacific waters.
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PASSAGE:

When there is a medical emergency and a
hospital has to decide who they will treat first,
the younger patient is often selected. Making
a decision for priority of care based purely on
age is not fair. Many people would disagree,
saying that older people have already had the
benefit of experiencing life and that younger
people should get the same chance. But all
lives have the same value and that a person’s
age is irrelevant.

In emergency situations, the decision should
be made on the probability of the patient’s re-
covery. The patient that is more likely to ben-
efit from immediate care should be treated
first. A person’s age may be part of this deci-
sion-making process, in the sense that a very
elderly person might be less likely to get bet-
ter. On the other hand, if someone is ill, being
very young can also lessen the likelihood of
recovery. Other factors should also be taken
into consideration. One person’s illness might
be more serious or one of the interventions
may take longer than the other. One factor
that should never be involved in the deci-
sion-making process is a person’s socio-eco-
nomic status.

[t is understandable that staff at hospitals are
obliged to make instant ethical decisions and
by having a policy that means giving care to
young people first, these decisions are more
easily made. But what if there is a small age
difference such as five years? Should the poli-
cy remain the same?

People who work in hospitals should not have
the burden of making such decisions about
priority of care on top of the already difficult
job they have. However, there should be oth-
er criteria added to that of age when deciding
who should receive care first. Basically, the
decision should be based on who is more like-
ly to recover and age might only be a part of th
at. (310 words)

26. Which of the following views is corrobo-
rated by the passage?

a) Emergency treatment should be given on
the basis of gender.

b) Hospital staff should decide which patient
receives priority of care.

c) Likelihood of recovery should be the
deciding factor during emergency health-
care.

d) None of the above
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27.The number of ways in which only one let-
ter goes in the wrong envelope is:
a) 43
b) 4C4+1C4 + 2C4 + 3C4
)0
d) 4C4 + 0C4 + 1C4 + 2C3

28. India and New Zealand player one-day
international cricket series until anyone
team win 4 matches. No match ended in a
draw. In how many ways can the series be
won?

a) 35
b) 70
c) 105
d) 140

29. The sum of all the possible numbers of 4
digits formed by digits 3, 5, 5, and 6 using
each digit once is
a) 64427
b) 63327
c) 65297
d) 43521

Read the information given below and answer
following two questions.

A bag contains 4 red, 4 green and 4 blue balls.
Two balls are drawn at random without replace-
ment.

30. What is the probability that none of the
balls drawn is green?
a) 18/7
b) 33/14
c)36/7
d) 3/2
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