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Indian Constitution—nhistorical underpinnings, evolution,
features, amendments, significant provisions and basic structure.

Q. The Indian Constitution’s flexibility is its greatest strength, yet also its
potential vulnerability. Comment. (10 M)

Introduction

The Indian Constitution strikes a balance between rigidity and flexibility, ensuring
adaptability while safeguarding its core principles. This dual nature has empowered
democratic evolution but also poses certain risks.

Body

Flexibility as a strength

1. Adaptability to social change: Enables timely responses.to evolving socio-political
challenges.
o Eg: The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments (1992) empowered
grassroots democracy.
2. Judicial interpretation ensures dynamism: Courts have interpreted the Constitution
progressively to uphold rights.
o Eg: Navtej Singh Johar vs Union.of India (2018) decriminalized Section
377, aligning with evolving social norms.
3. Smooth economic reforms: Flexibility allowed swift implementation of reforms like
GST without major constitutional roadblocks.
o Eg: The 101st Constitutional Amendment Act (2016) facilitated GST
introduction.
4. Emergency.provisions for stability: Flexibility enables quick responses to internal
or external crises.
o. Eg: The 42nd Amendment (1976) expanded Parliament’s power to deal with
emergencies.
5.7 Progressive rights inclusion: Ensures rights are expanded over time in response to
societal needs.
o »Eg: The Right to Privacy was recognized as a Fundamental Right in KS
Puttaswamy Case (2017).

Flexibility as a vulnerability

1. Threat to federal structure: Frequent amendments risk excessive centralization of
power.
o Eg: The 42nd Amendment undermined federalism by transferring key state
subjects to the concurrent list.
2. Judicial overreach risk: Flexible interpretation may sometimes encroach on
legislative powers.




o Eg: NJAC case (2015) struck down a constitutional amendment, raising
concerns about judicial primacy.
3. Potential misuse of emergency provisions: Broad powers under Article 356 may
destabilize elected state governments.
o Eg: President's Rule imposed in Arunachal Pradesh (2016) was criticized
for being politically motivated.
4. Risk of populist amendments: Flexibility allows amendments to suit political
interests, weakening institutional integrity.
o Eg: The 10th Schedule (Anti-Defection Law) has been criticized for
enabling selective disqualifications.
5. Undermining constitutional morality: Frequent changes may dilute foundational
principles of justice, liberty, and equality.
o Eg: The 39th Amendment (1975) attempted to shield the Prime Minister's
election from judicial scrutiny.

Conclusion

While flexibility empowers the Indian Constitution to evelve with societal needs,
safeguarding core democratic values requiresivigilant checks and balances to prevent misuse.
Ensuring accountability and adherence toonstitutional moralitys key to preserving its
strength.

Q. “Judicial interventions may prote¢tfree speech in form but fail to secure it in
substance”. Examine. Suggest measures to enstire robust constitutional
protection for democratic disseat. (20 M)

Introduction

While the judiciary has periodically upheld free speech through landmark judgments, its
efforts often remain symbolic.without transforming the lived realities of dissenters facing
state and social backlash.

Body

Judicial interventions may protect free speech in form but fail to secure it in substance

1. Lack of enforcement mechanism: Courts issue directions, but lack authority to
ensure compliance by police or executive.
e Eg: SC’s 2023 directive to register suo motu FIRs for hate speech (Pravasi
Bhalai Sangathan case) has seen poor enforcement across states.
2. Delayed and reactive relief: Judicial protection is often post-facto, offering no
immediate shield to dissenters.
e Eg: Imran Pratapgarhi's FIR quashed in March 2025 after months of public
vilification.




3. Selective activism: Courts act inconsistently, taking up free speech cases selectively
based on public visibility or pressure.
e Eg: Delay in hearing petitions on journalists' arrests in Manipur vs. prompt
response in high-profile satirist cases — SC Observer, Jan 2025.
4. Undermined by parallel executive action: Even after judicial relief, state actors
continue harassment using alternate legal routes
e Eg: Alt News co-founder Mohammed Zubair, despite bail, was booked
under new charges in 2022.
5. Failure to address institutional silences: Judiciary rarely questions state complicity
in mob action or media trials.
e Eg: No judicial reprimand against police inaction during Kamra studio
vandalism in Mumbai, 2025.

Measures to ensure robust constitutional protection for democratic dissent.

1. Codification of dissent rights: Parliament must enact a comprehensive Free Speech
and Dissent Protection Law.
e Eg: Law Commission’s 267th Report (2017) recommended a statute on hate
speech but ignored positive protections for dissent— Law Commission of
India.
2. Independent complaints authority: Establish state-level ombudsman to address
misuse of police powers against speech.
e Eg: Justice Verma Committee (2013),recommended police accountability
through independent bodies
3. Institutional training on speech rights: Judiciary and police must undergo regular
sensitisation.on Articles 19(1)(a) and 21.
e Eg: NHRC’s 2023 recommendation for free speech modules in police
training-eurriculum:
4. Monitoring by civil society panels: Encourage third-party audits on compliance
with:SC guidelines on‘hate speech and misuse of laws.
e Eg: PUCL’s 2024 report on declining space for satire and dissent highlights
systemic intimidation.
5. Fast-track judicial relief for speech cases: Special benches for urgent hearing of
speech-related detentions and FIRs.
e EQ: SC’s 2024 guidelines on bail reform advocated early hearings in
sensitive cases, but not institutionalised — SC Order in Hriday Bedi v.
State, Nov 2024.

Conclusion
Democratic dissent must not survive on judicial benevolence alone. A resilient democracy
needs proactive institutional reform that embeds speech freedoms in both law and culture.




Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues
and challenges pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of
powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein.

Q. Proxy leadership in Panchayati Raj reflects deeper institutional biases rather
than just a patriarchal mindset. Analyze the systemic weaknesses that allow
proxy governance to thrive and suggest comprehensive policy measures to
dismantle this practice. (15 M)

Introduction

The 73rd Constitutional Amendment aimed to ensure grassroots democracy through
women’s leadership, but proxy leadership remains a major hurdle. This issue is not just
rooted in patriarchy but also in institutional weaknesses that fail to.empower.elected
women representatives (EWRS) effectively.

Body

Proxy leadership in Panchayati Raj reflects deeper institutional biases

1. Lack of institutional capacity-building: Women sarpanches are often denied
training and technical knowledge;, making them dependent on male relatives.

o Eg: Many states lack structured capacity-building programs, leaving
women sarpanches upprepared for governance.

2. Weak enforcement of anti-proxy rules: Existing laws do not effectively penalize
cases of proxy leadership, allowing male relatives to function as de facto leaders.

o Eg: Despite Rajasthan’s recent initiative to bar male relatives from official
meetings, implementation gaps persist.

3. Bureaucratic neglect and bias: Government officials often do not take women
sarpanches seriously, reinforcing the control of male family members.

o »Eg: Reports by NITI Aayog (2023) indicate that many block-level officers
Interact with husbands of sarpanches rather than elected women
themselves.

4. Lack of financial and logistical independence: Poor remuneration and no official
transport hinder independent functioning, forcing reliance on male family members.

o Eg: In Rajasthan, sarpanches receive just ¥4,500/month, making
governance financially unviable.

5. FElawed grievance redressal mechanisms: Women face threats and coercion when
resisting proxy leadership, with no robust protection mechanisms.

o Eg: In several states, women sarpanches who complain about proxy
leadership are targeted with social and political pressure (PRIA Report,
2022).




Systemic weaknesses that allow proxy governance to thrive

1. Educational barriers and low literacy levels: Many EWRs lack formal education,
making it difficult for them to navigate governance structures.

o Eg: The NCRWC (2002) recommended a minimum education
qualification, but only a few states like Haryana and Rajasthan implemented
it.

2. Limited political autonomy due to party structures: Political parties often choose
women candidates as a formality, with real power remaining with male relatives.

o [Eg: Studies show that in several states, party decisions are conveyed
directly to male relatives rather than women representatives.

3. Social norms restricting mobility and public engagement: Cultural constraints
limit women’s ability to travel, attend meetings, or assert authority.

o Eg: In many northern states, women sarpanches avoid gram sabha meetings
due to fear of social stigma.

4. Lack of digital access and technological support: Many EWRS lack smartphones,
digital literacy, and direct access to governance portals, increasing dependence on
male relatives.

o Eg: The Digital India mission has limited outreach to rural women
representatives, restricting their independent aceess to government schemes.

5. Power imbalance in local administration: Panchayat functionaries and local
bureaucrats undermine women sarpanches by prioritizing male counterparts.

o Eg: Field studiesby:PRIA (2023) found that 70% of Panchayat secretaries
prefer discussing governance matters with husbands rather than elected
women leaders.

Comprehensive policy measures to.dismantle this practice

1. Strict enforcement of anti=proxy rules: Governments must implement and
monitor penalties for cases where male relatives exert unauthorized influence.
o EQg: Rajasthan’s ""No Proxy Rule' barring husbands from panchayat
meetings should be extended nationwide.
2. Compulsory capacity-building programs: Mandatory training in governance,
budgeting, and digital literacy for elected women representatives.
o 'Eg: IIM Bodh Gaya’s leadership program for Jharkhand’s women
panchayat leaders is a best practice.
3. Einancial independence and logistical support: Increased honorarium, official
transport, and direct bank transfers to sarpanches for governance activities.
o Eg: Bihar has introduced 10,000 monthly honorarium for women
sarpanches, setting a good precedent.
4. Institutional accountability and inclusion: Bureaucrats and functionaries must be
trained to directly engage with elected women representatives.
o Eg: Madhya Pradesh has introduced block-level officers to directly mentor
women sarpanches to reduce proxy interference.




5. Technological empowerment: Free smartphones, internet access, and official
WhatsApp groups with direct support from government functionaries to ensure
independent governance.

o Eg: Kerala’s "Kudumbashree' model integrates digital literacy with
governance training for women leaders.

Conclusion

Ending proxy leadership requires structural reforms, robust institutional support, and
strict policy enforcement. By ensuring women’s financial, digital, and governance
autonomy, India can move towards true grassroots democracy and fulfill the vision of a
Sashakt Bharat.

Q. What factors have contributed to the increasing friction bétween the Union
and the States in recent years? Suggest institutionalimeasures toaddressthese
tensions. (15 M)

Introduction

India’s federal structure is marked by both cooperation and contention. In recent years,
fiscal asymmetry, executive overreach, and politicization of institutions have intensified
Centre-State friction.

Body

Factors Contributing to Union-State Friction

1. GST andfiscal autonemy: Theintroduction of GST has limited states’ power to
raise independent.revenue:
o Eg: Delay in GST compensation payments led to fiscal strain for states like
Punjab and Kerala.
2. Misuse oftArticle 356: The Centre’s frequent use of President’s Rule has strained
Centre-State relations.
o EgaImposition of President’s Rule in Maharashtra (2019) before coalition
government formation raised concerns.
3. Governor’s interference: Instances of Governors withholding bills or delaying
legislative approvals have heightened tensions.
o Eg: Tamil Nadu Governor’s delay in assenting to NEET exemption bill in
2022.
4. Overreach in concurrent subjects: The Centre’s dominance in subjects like
agriculture, education, and criminal law bypasses state autonomy.
o Eg: The Farm Laws (2020) were passed without adequate consultation with
states.
5. Einancial devolution disparities: Reduced state share in central taxes weakens
states’ fiscal capacity.

10




o Eg: The 15th Finance Commission reduced Karnataka’s share, impacting
development programs.
Use of investigating agencies: The Centre’s frequent use of agencies like the CBI
and ED in opposition-ruled states has deepened mistrust.

o [EQ: West Bengal’s legal battle against CBI jurisdiction in 2021.
Unilateral legislative moves: Enactment of laws affecting state interests without
prior consultation worsens disputes.

o Eg: The CAA (2019) faced resistance from several northeastern states.

Institutional Measures to Address Friction

Strengthen Inter-State Council: Reviving and institutionalizing the Inter-State
Council (Article 263) can foster cooperative dialogue.
o Eg: The Punchhi Commission (2010) recommended regular council
meetings.
Empowering Finance Commission: The Finanece Commission should ensure
greater fiscal predictability for states.
o Eg: The Fifteenth Finance Commission:recommended performance-based
incentives for states.
Redefining Governor's Role: Establishingaclear code.of conduct for Governors can
reduce political interference.
o Eg: The Sarkaria Commission advised limiting Governors’ discretion in
political matters.
. Judicial Safequards: Fast-tracking disputes related to Centre-State issues through
Article 131 can prevent prolenged conflict.
o Eg: The Supreme Court upheld state autonomy in the West Bengal vs. UOI
(2019) case.
Strengthening Zonal Councils: Leveraging Zonal Councils can enhance
cooperation on regional concerns.
o Eg:The Southern Zonal Council effectively mediated Andhra Pradesh-
Telangana disputes.
Institutionalizing Fiscal Dialogue: Creating a National Fiscal Council for
coordinated fiscal planning can ensure greater harmony.
o Eg:'Recommended by the Rangarajan Committee.
Legislative Consultation Framework: Establishing a mandatory consultation
mechanism for laws impacting state jurisdiction can improve coordination.
o Eg: The NCRWC Report recommended mandatory consultation for subjects
in the Concurrent List.

Conclusion

Strengthening India’s federal balance requires robust dialogue, institutional reforms, and
cooperative mechanisms to promote harmonious Centre-State relations in line with the
Constitution’s spirit.
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Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal
mechanisms and institutions.

Q. The increasing intervention of the judiciary in arbitration has been criticized
for weakening the efficiency of the arbitral process. Discuss the implications of
excessive judicial interference on India’s dispute resolution framework and
suggest reforms to enhance its global standing. (15 M)

Introduction

India’s arbitration regime was envisioned as an efficient alternative to traditional litigation.
However, excessive judicial intervention has diluted this objective;impacting investor
confidence and India's global arbitration standing.

Body

Increasing intervention of the judiciary in arbitration

1. Expanding scope of judicial review: Courts frequently interfere at various stages—
appointment, interim reliefs, and enfercement—leadingto delays.

o Eg: Delhi Metro Rail. Corporation v. DAMEPL (2021) — Delhi HC stayed
an arbitral award, later upheld by SC, leading to prolonged litigation.

2. Broad interpretation‘of ‘public pelicy’: Indian courts often set aside awards citing
‘public policy,” making enforcément unpredictable.

o Eg: ONGC v. Saw Pipes (2003) — Expanded ‘public policy’ to include
‘patent illegality,” increasing judicial scrutiny.

3. FErequent challenges to.foreign awards: International arbitral awards face high
resistance inlndianscourts, discouraging foreign investors.

o Eg: Amazon-Future Group dispute (2021) — SIAC award faced legal battles
in Indian courts, delaying resolution.

4. Precedent of re-adjudication: Higher courts often re-examine merits rather than
reviewing procedural fairness, undermining arbitration’s finality.

o, Eg:Bhatia International v. Bulk Trading SA (2002) — Extended Part | of
Arbitration Act to foreign-seated arbitrations, leading to increased court
interventions.

5. Interference despite legislative amendments: The Arbitration and Conciliation
(Amendment) Act, 2015 sought to limit judicial interference, but courts continue to
exercise wide discretion.

o Eg: McDermott International Inc. v. Burn Standard Co. Ltd. (2006) — SC
reviewed arbitration award on merits despite arbitration being final.

Implications of excessive judicial interference on India’s dispute resolution framework

12




Delays and inefficiency: Arbitration, meant for quick resolution, faces excessive

delays due to judicial scrutiny.
o Eg: Vodafone tax arbitration (2012-2021) — Arbitration award favoring
Vodafone was challenged in Indian courts, delaying resolution.
Erosion of party autonomy: Frequent judicial intervention weakens contractual

autonomy, discouraging businesses from choosing arbitration.
o Eg: Hindustan Zinc Ltd. v. Ajmer Vidyut Nigam (2019) — SC intervened in
the tribunal’s jurisdiction despite a valid arbitration clause.
Negative impact on foreign investment: Foreign companies hesitate to engage in
arbitration in India due to unpredictability and judicial delays.
o **Eg: World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Report (2020) ranked India
163rd in contract enforcement due to delays in arbitration.enforcement.
Weakening of India as an arbitration hub: Despite efforts.like the New Delhi
International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC), India is not seen as:a global arbitration
destination.
o Eg: Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC) handles 90% of
Indian corporate arbitration cases.
Undermining global treaty commitments: Excessive interference contradicts
India’s obligations under international treaties like the New York Convention
(1958).
o Eg: Cairn Energy dispute (2021) — Indiarefused to enforce the international
award, leading to asset seizures alroad.

Reforms to enhance India’s global standing

1.

Restricting judicial intervention: Courts should adhere strictly to Section 34 and 37
of the Arbitration Act and limit.review to procedural grounds.
o Eg: Law Commission’s 246th Report (2014) recommended narrowing the
scope of judicial review.
Strengthening institutional arbitration: Encouraging institutions like NDIAC,
MCIAand ensuring government-backed arbitration centers for credibility.
o »Eg: Singapore’s SIAC and UK’s LCIA are globally preferred due to
strong institutional mechanisms.
Creating specialized arbitration benches: Dedicated benches in High Courts and
Supreme Court for arbitration-related matters to ensure expertise and efficiency.
o Eg: UK’s Commercial Court and Singapore’s International Commercial
Court have specialized arbitration divisions.
Amending ‘public policy’ definition: Public policy should be narrowly interpreted
in line with global standards to prevent excessive award rejections.
o Eg: 2015 Amendment Act tried to limit ‘public policy’ to fraud and
corruption, but judicial interpretation remains broad.
Ensuring timely enforcement of awards: A strict timeline for enforcement without
multiple layers of judicial review should be mandated.

13




o Eg: China enforces arbitral awards within six months of final ruling,
ensuring faster dispute resolution.

Conclusion

Judicial interference in arbitration has slowed India’s progress as a dispute resolution hub. A
balanced approach—ensuring minimal judicial intervention while upholding procedural
fairness—will enhance India’s arbitration ecosystem and global standing. Comparison of the
Indian constitutional scheme with that of other countries.

Parliament and State legislatures—structure, funcgioning,
conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues‘akisimg,out of
these.

Q. Parliamentary Standing Committees act as ‘mini-Parliaments’jin examining
legislative and policy matters. Evaluate their role,in improvingthe quality of law-
making in India. (15 M)

Introduction

Parliamentary Standing Committees (PSCs).play a critical role’in legislative scrutiny,
acting as deliberative bodies that ensure deeper examination of laws and policies. Their
detailed discussions, expert consultations, and bipartisan approach make them an essential
component of evidence-based policymaking in India.

Body

Parliamentary Standing Committees as ‘Mini-Parliaments’

1. In-depth legislative scrutiny: PSCs examine bills thoroughly, allowing for technical
and stakeholder inputs:
o Eg:Data Protection Bill (2019) was referred to the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) for detailed review before enactment.
2., Expert-driven policy evaluation: Committees engage with domain experts,
bureaucrats, and stakeholders for an informed assessment.
o Eg:Parliamentary Committee on Health (2021) sought expert inputs while
reviewing India's COVID-19 management strategy.
3. Reducing legislative workload: PSCs help in detailed examination, reducing the
burden on Parliament’s limited session time.
o [Eg: Over 70% of bills in the 15th Lok Sabha (2009-14) were referred to
PSCs, improving legislative efficiency.
4. Promoting bipartisan consensus: Unlike floor debates, committee discussions foster
agreement across party lines.
o [Eg: GST Bill (2016) saw cross-party discussions in the PSCs before being
passed.
5. Monitoring executive accountability: PSCs oversee policy implementation and
government programs through detailed reports.

14




o Eg: Public Accounts Committee (PAC) 2022 flagged irregularities in the
PM CARES Fund allocations.

Evaluating the Role of PSCs in Improving Law-Making

| Positive Impact | Challenges in Functioning
1. Strengthens legislative scrutiny: 1. Non-binding recommendations:
Ensures laws are comprehensive, reducing |Government often ignores committee
ambiguities. suggestions.

2. Improves policy effectiveness: Detailed ||2. Declining reference of bills: Only 12% of
stakeholder engagement results in balanced ||bills in the 17th Lok Sabha (2019-24) were

policies. sent to PSCs.

3. Enhances transparency: Committee 3. Lack of time-bound discussions: Reports
reports provide factual insights, ensuring are sometimes delayedyaffecting legislative
public accountability. processes.

4. Facilitates data-driven policymaking:
Encourages reliance on expert studies and
factual reports.

4. Politicization of discussions: Party-driven
narratives often dilute objective analysis.

5. Strengthens fiscal oversight: 5. Limited public accessibility: Committee
Committees review budget allocations and «||deliberations lack transparency due to
financial mismanagement. confidential nature.

Way Forward

1. Make PSC recommendations binding.in certain cases: Ensure accountability by
mandating government responses.
o Eg: UK andUS legislatures have stronger committee enforcement
mechanisms.
2. Increase reference of bills to PSCs: A structured mandate should require at least 60-
70% of bills to- undergo committee scrutiny.
o Eg:xThe share of referred bills was 60% in 14th Lok Sabha, but dropped to
12% in 17thLok Sabha.
3., Ensure time-bound committee proceedings: Set strict timelines for report
submissions to prevent delays.
o Eg@:The Land Acquisition Bill (2015) faced legislative uncertainty due to
extended committee deliberations.
4. Enhance transparency and public participation: PSC reports should be made
publicly accessible, ensuring accountability.
o Eg: US Congressional Committees hold open hearings to ensure public
trust.
5. Reduce politicization of committee discussions: Encourage expert-driven, evidence-
based analysis rather than party-driven narratives.
o Eg: PSCon IT (2022) faced political deadlock over Pegasus spyware
probe, delaying crucial recommendations.

Conclusion
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Parliamentary Standing Committees play a crucial role in refining laws and policies but
face institutional and procedural limitations. Strengthening their mandate, increasing bill
references, and making their recommendations more enforceable can enhance their role
as India’s ‘mini-Parliaments’ in the legislative process.

Q. The Indian Constitution provides for a ‘quasi-judicial role’ for the Speaker in
matters of disqualification. Critically assess the challenges this poses to
impartiality and legislative independence. (10 M)

Introduction

The Speaker's dual role as a political member and quasi-judicial authority in disqualification
cases under the Tenth Schedule has often raised concerns about impartiality: This.conflict
undermines the constitutional ideals of fairness and legislative independence.

Body

Quasi-judicial role of the Speaker in disqualification matters

The Speaker’s quasi-judicial role arises from<he following constitutional provisions and
judicial precedents:

1. Tenth Schedule (Anti-defection Law): The Speaker decides disqualification cases
under Articles 102(2) and:191(2) for Members of Parliament and State Legislatures.
o Eg: Kihoto Hollohan v. Zachillhu (1992) upheld the Speaker's authority but
highlighted concerns of bias.
2. Article 93 / Article 178: Empowers the Speaker (Lok Sabha/State Assemblies) to act
as the finalarbiter in disqualification cases.
3. Judicial Immunity: Speaker’s decision is subject to judicial review only after the
ruling is given, delaying accountability.
4. Lack of Fixed Timelines: The Constitution does not specify a timeframe for the
Speaker.to decide disqualification cases.
o nEg: Manipur Legislative Assembly case (2020) — The Supreme Court
criticized the Speaker for delaying the disqualification decision for over 3
years.

Challenges to impartiality and legislative independence

1. Partisan Bias: As the Speaker is often aligned with the ruling party, impartiality is
compromised.
o Eg: Karnataka Assembly Crisis (2019) — The Speaker faced criticism for
selectively disqualifying rebel MLAs to favour the ruling party.
2. Delays for Political Gain: Speakers have frequently delayed decisions to protect the
ruling party's strength in the legislature.
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o Eg: Keisham Meghachandra Singh case (2020) — The SC imposed a 3-
month deadline for disqualification verdicts.
3. Conflict of Interest: The Speaker's allegiance to their party creates an inherent
conflict in maintaining neutrality.
o Eg: Arunachal Pradesh Crisis (2016) — The Speaker’s controversial
disqualification of 14 rebel MLAs led to President’s Rule.
4. Threat to Leqgislative Independence: Politicization of the Speaker’s role undermines
the legislative body's autonomy.
o Eg: Goa Legislative Assembly (2019) — The Speaker’s delay in deciding
disqualification petitions helped the ruling party consolidate,power.
5. Judicial Overreach Risk: While the SC allows judicial review, frequent
interventions risk disturbing the delicate balance of separation of powers:
o Eg: Nabam Rebia v. Deputy Speaker (2016) — The SC restricted the
Speaker from acting on disqualifications once a motion far.their own removal
is pending.

Way Forward

1. Independent Tribunal for Disqualification Cases: Establishing an autonomous
tribunal for disqualification matters, as recommended by-the Dinesh Goswami
Committee (1990) and supported bythe Law Commission (170th Report).

2. Fixed Timeframe for Decisions: Introduce constitutional amendments prescribing a
mandatory 3-month deadline forSpeakersto decide disqualification cases.

o Eg: The SC ruling in Keisham Meghachandra Singh (2020) recommended
such timelines.

3. Parliamentary Ethics Committee Oversight: Strengthen these committees to
provide checks and balanceson disqualification decisions.

4. Judicial Qversight with.Defined Limits: Establish clear constitutional guidelines for
judicialreview to- minimize unwarranted intervention while ensuring accountability.

Conclusion

While the Speaker's quasi-judicial role was intended to ensure discipline in legislative
conduct, political allegiance often distorts this neutrality. Establishing a neutral body for
disqualificationimatters and enforcing clear timelines can restore both impartiality and
legislative independence in India's democracy.

Q. Analyze the role of the ‘Motion of Thanks’ in the Indian parliamentary
system. How does it reflect the balance between executive accountability and
parliamentary supremacy? (10 M)

Introduction
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The Motion of Thanks is a constitutional requirement under Article 87 that allows
Parliament to discuss the President’s Address. It plays a crucial role in ensuring executive
accountability while reinforcing parliamentary supremacy.

Body

Role of motion of thanks in the Indian parliamentary system

1. Constitutional mandate: Ensures the President's address outlining the government’s
policy is debated, ensuring parliamentary oversight.
o Eg: In 2023, debates on economic priorities and foreign policy underscored
Parliament’s role in guiding governance.
2. Platform for discussion: Facilitates comprehensive debate.on the government's
policy, offering MPs the opportunity to raise concerns.
o Eg: The 2021 Motion of Thanks witnessed intense debate on.farmlaws and
COVID-19 handling.
3. Opportunity to criticize or support: Allows both criticism and appreciation, giving
voice to opposition and independent MPs:
o Eg: In 2018, strong opposition‘eriticism shaped discourse on employment and
agrarian distress.
4. Test of government’s majority: ItS passage acts.as a test of the executive's majority,
indirectly establishing parliamentary confidence.
o Eg: In 1990, the V:P. Singh'government faced difficulty during the Motion
of Thanks debate amid political instability.
5. Highlighting policy deficiencies: Enables Parliament to address gaps in policy
frameworks and suggest improvements.
o Eg#The 2012 Motion of Thanks debate highlighted lapses in the coal block
allocation policy.

Reflection of balance between executive accountability and parliamentary supremacy

1., Ensures executive accountability: Compels the government to justify policies,
ensuringpublic scrutiny through debates.

o. EQ:The 2022 debate criticized the government’s handling of the
unemployment crisis.

2. Opportunity for corrective measures: Criticism often prompts policy course
corrections to align with public welfare.

o Eg: After the 2018 Motion of Thanks, the government enhanced allocations
to the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA).

3. Strengthens parliamentary oversight: Parliament scrutinizes the government's
priorities and decisions, reinforcing legislative supremacy.

o Eg: The 2015 Motion of Thanks debated land acquisition concerns,
strengthening parliamentary control over executive action.
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4. Empowers opposition’s role: Offers opposition parties a structured platform to voice
dissent and suggest alternatives.

o Eg: The 2020 Motion of Thanks saw opposition-led demands for greater
transparency in COVID-19 management.

5. Demonstrates democratic strength: Reflects the Indian Parliament’s power to
uphold democratic principles by compelling the executive to answer critical
questions.

o Eg: In 2023, debates on Adani-Hindenburg controversy amplified calls for
regulatory reforms.

Conclusion

The Motion of Thanks is not merely a constitutional ritual but a«wvital tool for ensuring
executive accountability and reinforcing parliamentary supremacy. Strengthening debate
quality and ensuring robust opposition participation can further enhance its effectiveness.

Q. The absence of a fixed parliamentary calendar has hingdere@hthe effective
functioning of legislative business. Assess the needgferinstitutionalizing a
mandatory session schedule. (10 M)

Introduction:

The Indian Constitution mandates Parliament to-meet at least twice a year (Article 85), yet
the absence of a fixed parliamentary calendar has.led to irregular sittings, reducing
legislative efficiency.

Body

The absence of a fixed parliamentary calendar has hindered legislative functioning

1. Inadequate scrutiny of bills: Fewer sittings limit the time available for debates and
detailed examination of legislative proposals.
o. EgaTheFarm Laws, 2020 were passed with minimal debate due to truncated
sessions.
2. Weakens executive accountability: Fewer sessions reduce the opportunity for
opposition to question the government.
o Eg: The Monsoon Session, 2021 witnessed record-low question hours.
3. Impact on public welfare legislation: Urgent social and economic issues often face
delays due to disrupted parliamentary sittings.
o Eg: Criminal Procedure (Identification) Act, 2022 faced criticism for
inadequate deliberation.
4. Missed opportunity for discussions on key issues: Irregular sessions reduce the
scope for meaningful debates on contemporary concerns.
o [Eg: The Pegasus Spyware Issue in 2021 was largely sidelined despite public
demand for a parliamentary debate.
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Need for institutionalizing a mandatory session schedule

1. Enhanced legislative scrutiny: A fixed schedule would ensure proper deliberation
and reduce rushed law-making.
o Eg: The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments saw extensive debates
due to sufficient session time.
2. Improved executive accountability: Regular sessions ensure ministers are frequently
questioned, enhancing government transparency.
o Eg: The COVID-19 Vaccine Strategy faced criticism due to limited
parliamentary oversight.
3. Strengthened parliamentary committees: A fixed calendar would provide
structured timelines for committee reports, improving legislative quality:
o Eg: The Joint Parliamentary Committee on DataRrotection Bill benefited
from structured deliberations.
4. Better crisis management: A mandatory schedule would ensure Parliament is
available during emergencies.
o Eg: During the 2008 Financial Crisis, Parliament met swiftly to pass critical
economic measures.

Challenges in institutionalizing a mandatory session schedule

1. Conflict with federalism principles: A rigid schedule may undermine regional
interests and flexibility insstate legislative sittings.
o [Eg: State Assemblies in Northeast India require customized schedules for
seasonal considerations.
2. Increased financial burden: Ensuring frequent sittings may significantly escalate
administrative costs.
3. Risk of political deadloek: Prolonged mandatory sessions could increase the scope
for repeated disruptions.
o EgxThe Winter Session, 2021 saw frequent walkouts impacting legislative
work.
4., Possibility of dilution of quality debates: Frequent sittings without strategic
prioritization may encourage superficial discussions.
o Eg: The hurried passage of Finance Bill, 2018 despite multiple sittings
reflects this concern.

Conclusion

Institutionalizing a mandatory parliamentary calendar with flexibility for urgent sittings
can enhance accountability, policy deliberation, and crisis management. Integrating this
with enhanced committee roles and public consultation mechanisms can further improve
legislative efficiency.
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Q. The absence of a fixed parliamentary calendar has hindered the effective
functioning of legislative business. Assess the need for institutionalizing a
mandatory session schedule. (10 M)

Introduction:

The Indian Constitution mandates Parliament to meet at least twice a year (Article 85), yet
the absence of a fixed parliamentary calendar has led to irregular sittings, reducing
legislative efficiency.

Body

The absence of a fixed parliamentary calendar has hindered legislative functioning

1. Inadequate scrutiny of bills: Fewer sittings limit the time available for debates and
detailed examination of legislative proposals.
o Eg: The Farm Laws, 2020 were passed-with minimal‘debate due to truncated
sessions.
2. Weakens executive accountability: Fewer sessions-reduce the opportunity for
opposition to question the government:
o Eg: The Monsoon Session; 2021 witnessed record-low question hours.
3. Impact on public welfare legislation: Urgent'secial and economic issues often face
delays due to disrupted parliamentary sittings.
o Eg: Criminal Preeedure (ldentification) Act, 2022 faced criticism for
inadequate deliberation.
4. Missed opportunity for discussions on.key issues: Irregular sessions reduce the
scope for meaningful debates on contemporary concerns.
o Eg«The Pegasus SpywareIssue in 2021 was largely sidelined despite public
demand for a parliamentary debate.

Need for institutionalizing a mandatory session schedule

1., Enhanced legislative scrutiny: A fixed schedule would ensure proper deliberation
and reduce rushed law-making.
o. EQ:The 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments saw extensive debates
due to sufficient session time.
2. Improved executive accountability: Regular sessions ensure ministers are frequently
guestioned, enhancing government transparency.
o Eg: The COVID-19 Vaccine Strategy faced criticism due to limited
parliamentary oversight.
3. Strengthened parliamentary committees: A fixed calendar would provide
structured timelines for committee reports, improving legislative quality.
o Eg: The Joint Parliamentary Committee on Data Protection Bill benefited
from structured deliberations.
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4. Better crisis management: A mandatory schedule would ensure Parliament is
available during emergencies.
o Eg: During the 2008 Financial Crisis, Parliament met swiftly to pass critical
economic measures.

Challenges in institutionalizing a mandatory session schedule

1. Conflict with federalism principles: A rigid schedule may undermine regional
interests and flexibility in state legislative sittings.
o Eg: State Assemblies in Northeast India require customized schedules for
seasonal considerations.
2. Increased financial burden: Ensuring frequent sittings may significantly.escalate
administrative costs.
o Eg: The Budget Session, 2023 faced logistical delays due.to resource
constraints.
3. Risk of political deadlock: Prolonged mandatery.sessions could increase the scope
for repeated disruptions.
o Eg: The Winter Session, 2021 saw frequent'walkouts impacting legislative
work.
4. Possibility of dilution of quality debates: Frequent sittings without strategic
prioritization may encourage superficial discussions.
o Eg: The hurried passage of Finance Bill, 2018 despite multiple sittings
reflects this concern.

Conclusion

Institutionalizing aimandatory parliamentary calendar with flexibility for urgent sittings
can enhance accountability, palicy deliberation, and crisis management. Integrating this
with enhanced committee roles and public consultation mechanisms can further improve
legislative efficiency.

Stracture, organization and functioning of the Executive and the
Judictary—Mlinistries and Departments of the Government;
pressure'groups and formal/informal associations and their role
in the Polity.

Q. Discuss the challenges women judicial officers face in India’s lower judiciary.
How can institutional reforms ensure a more equitable and inclusive work
environment? (10 M)

Introduction
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India’s lower judiciary has witnessed an increasing presence of women, yet systemic
challenges hinder their professional growth. Addressing these barriers through institutional
reforms is crucial for ensuring gender equity in the judiciary.

Body

Challenges Faced by Women Judicial Officers

1. Lack of gender-sensitive policies: Absence of workplace provisions for maternity
leave, menstrual health, and childcare affects career progression.
o Eg: Supreme Court ruling (Feb 2025) reinstating two‘women judges
dismissed without considering maternity-related hardships.
2. Unconscious bias and patriarchal attitudes: Women judges often face skepticism
regarding their competence in handling complex or high-profile.cases.
o Eg: Justice Nagarathna (2025) emphasized.that gender stereotypes
influence judicial evaluations.
3. Work-life balance struggles: Long working hours and lack of flexible work
arrangements create additional burdens, especially-for married.women.
o Eg: Parliamentary Standing@Committee on Personnel, Public Grievances
(2021) recommended work=life balance reforms in the judiciary.
4. Lack of representation in higher judiciary: Women remain underrepresented in
higher courts despite growing numbers in.the lowerjudiciary.
o Eg: As of Feb 2025, only 20ut of 34 Supreme Court judges are women .
5. Harassment and hostile work environment: Lack of grievance redressal
mechanisms makes women judicial officers vulnerable to harassment.
o Eg: Delhi HC set up an Internal Complaints Committee (2023) to address
gender-based workplace issues.

Institutional’lReforms for an Equitable and Inclusive Judiciary

1. 'Gender-sensitive workplace policies: Implement mandatory provisions for
maternity leave, menstrual leave, and support for mothers in judicial services.
o Eg: Rajasthan HC (2023) introduced flexible maternity leave for women
judges.
2. Ensuring fair performance evaluation: Address gender biases in promotions and
case allotments to provide equal growth opportunities.
o Eg: Shetty Commission Report recommended a transparent promotion
system for judicial officers.
3. Reservation and mentorship programs: Introduce reservations for women in
judicial services and structured mentorship programs to support career growth.
o Eg: Women’s Reservation Bill (2023) set a precedent for gender quotas in
governance structures.
4. Grievance redressal and harassment prevention: Establish Internal Complaints
Committees (ICCs) in all courts to address gender-based discrimination.
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o Eg: Vishaka Guidelines (1997) mandate I1CCs, but implementation remains
weak in judiciary.
5. Representation in policy-making bodies: Ensure women’s participation in judicial
appointments and reform committees for inclusive decision-making.
o Eg: Judicial Appointments Commission proposal (2015) suggested gender
representation in selection panels.

Conclusion

A gender-sensitive judiciary strengthens constitutional values of equality (Article 14) and
non-discrimination (Article 15). Ensuring inclusive policies, representation, and
accountability will make the judiciary a model institution for workplace fairness.and gender
justice.

Q. Examine the significance of speedy judicial hearings in mattersieencerning
personal liberty. Analyze the impact of delayeddeail hearingsi@mn constitutional
rights. Suggest reforms to ensure time-bound judicial de€isionsin cases affecting
personal freedom. (15 M)

Introduction

Timely judicial hearings are fundamental to protecting personal liberty, ensuring that
justice is neither delayed nor denied: Article 21 of the Constitution guarantees the right to
life and personal liberty, which.is compromised when courts fail to address bail matters
swiftly.

Body

Significance of speedy judicial hearings in matters concerning personal liberty

1. Upholding constitutional rights: Delays in hearings violate Article 21, which
mandates protection against arbitrary detention.
o, EgaHussainara Khatoon Case (1979) led to the recognition of speedy trials
as a fundamental right.
2. Prevention.of wrongful detention: Prolonged incarceration, especially for
undertrials, affects fundamental rights and social standing.
o Eg: Over 75% of India’s prison population consists of undertrials
(NCRB, 2023), many of whom await bail hearings.
3. Reducing judicial pendency: Delayed hearings contribute to case backlogs, further
slowing the justice system.
o Eg: Over 4 crore cases pending in Indian courts (NJDG, 2024), with bail
matters forming a significant portion.
4. Ensuring justice in humanitarian cases: Delay in hearing bail pleas for medical or
family emergencies causes undue hardship.
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o Eg: Punjab & Haryana HC granted bail for surgery after 2 months,
prompting SC intervention (2025).
5. Preventing misuse of state power: Delay in bail allows authorities to use detention
as a tool for coercion or political vendetta.
o Eg: SCin Arnab Goswami Case (2020) reiterated that personal liberty
cannot be curtailed indefinitely.

Impact of delayed bail hearings on constitutional rights

1. Violation of right to life and dignity: Prolonged incarceration denies the right to live
with dignity, a core aspect of Article 21.
o Eg: Shabnam vs State of UP (2015) reaffirmed that dignity extends to
prisoners.
2. Denial of access to justice: Delays create barriers to fair and timely legal recourse,
especially for marginalized groups.
o Eg: Justice M.N. Venkatachaliah Committee (2000) emphasized fast-
tracking bail hearings to improve access.
3. Psychological and economic distress: Extended-imprisonment destroys livelihoods
and leads to mental trauma for detainees.and their families.
o Eg: Over 40% of undertrials come from economically weaker sections
(NCRB, 2023).
4. Erosion of public trust in judiciary:.Delay in bail decisions creates perception of
bias and judicial inefficiency.
o Eg: Law Commission Report (268th, 2017) highlighted delays in bail as a
key reason for publicdistrust.
5. Undermining of judicial independence: Political and bureaucratic interference in
bail matters leads to selective,justice.
o Eg: Delhi Riots ease (2021) saw selective and delayed bail approvals,
raising concerns over fairness.

Reforms to ensure time-bound judicial decisions in cases affecting personal freedom

1. "Fast-track bail courts: Dedicated courts for bail matters can expedite hearings and
reduce pendency.
o “Eg: Madhya Pradesh HC (2024) proposed separate bail benches to clear
pending cases faster.
2. Mandatory timelines for bail hearings: Courts should set strict deadlines for
disposing of bail petitions.
o Eg: Malimath Committee (2003) recommended 24-48 hours for hearing
urgent bail pleas.
3. Digitization and Al-based case management: Use of technology can ensure
automatic flagging of urgent bail cases.
o Eg: E-Courts Mission Mode Project introduced Al tools for case
prioritization.
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4. Accountability mechanisms for judicial delays: Judges delaying bail matters
without valid reasons must be held accountable.
o Eg: SC in Satender Kumar Antil Case (2022) directed courts to avoid
unnecessary bail delays.
5. Strengthening legal aid for undertrials: Free and efficient legal aid services can
prevent prolonged detention due to lack of representation.
o Eg: NALSA’s Legal Aid Defense Counsel System (2022) focuses on
expediting bail for indigent undertrials.
Conclusion

Judicial efficiency in bail matters is crucial for upholding constitutional,rights.and
restoring public faith in justice. Timely hearings, systemic reforms, and digital
interventions are necessary to prevent liberty from becoming a casualty of delay.

Q4. Evaluate the constitutional safeguards that aimgde upheld the\pfinciple‘of
separation of powers in India. How effective have(these safeguards een in preventing
encroachments by different organs of the state?'(15:M)

Introduction

The principle of separation of powers is crucial to ensuring a balanced governance structure
and preventing authoritarianism. The Indian Constitution, while not explicitly adopting the
doctrine, incorporates severalsafeguards to maintain‘institutional independence.

Body

Constitutional safequards to uphold separation of powers

1.

Articles 53 & 154 - Executive Power: Vests executive power in the President and
Governorto ensure clear demarcation from legislative functions.
o. Eg:The President cannot exercise legislative powers unless provided under
Article 123 (Ordinance power).
Article 50.- Judicial Independence: Directs the state to separate the judiciary from
the executive in public services to ensure impartiality.
o Eg: Judicial appointments follow a distinct process ensuring independence
under the Collegium System.
Article 121 & 211 - Judicial Immunity: Prohibits discussions in Parliament and
State Legislatures on the conduct of judges except during impeachment proceedings.
o Eg: Justice V. Ramaswami’s impeachment in 1993 followed this procedure.
Article 226 & 32 - Judicial Review: Empowers High Courts and the Supreme Court
to review legislative and executive actions.
o Eg: The Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973) upheld judicial review as part of
the Basic Structure Doctrine.
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Avrticle 245 & 246 - Legislative Competence: Defines the jurisdiction of Parliament
and State Legislatures through the Union, State, and Concurrent Lists to prevent
encroachments.
o Eg: The SR Bommai Case (1994) clarified Parliament’s role during
President’s Rule to avoid legislative overreach.

Effectiveness in preventing encroachments

Successes:

Judicial independence maintained: The judiciary has effectively resisted executive
overreach through the Collegium System.

o Eg: NJAC Case (2015) upheld judicial primacy inappointments.

Curb on arbitrary ordinances: Judicial scrutiny has restricted:the misuse of the
ordinance-making power.

o Eg: DC Wadhwa Case (1987) declared.repeated ordinances unconstitutional.
Preventing legislative overreach: Judicial activism has kept laws in check to protect
constitutional rights.

o [Eg: Shayara Bano Case (2017) struck down Triple Talaq for violating

constitutional morality.
Strengthened federal structure: Clear divisionof legislative powers has bolstered
state autonomy.

o Eg: The NCT of Delhi Case (2018) upheld the legislative supremacy of the

Delhi Assembly in non-police and non-land matters.
Impeachment process ensures judiciahaccountability: The detailed process
restricts politically. motivated removal attempts.

o Eg«The failed impeachment motion against Justice Dipak Misra in 2018

demonstrated this,safeguard.

Challenges:

1

Executive overreach: Excessive use of ordinances and interventions in judicial
appointments persist.
o. Eg:Frequent ordinances on contentious issues like farm laws in 2020 raised
concerns.
Judicial overreach: The judiciary has been criticized for encroaching on legislative
and executive domains.
o Eg: Vishaka Guidelines (1997) framed workplace sexual harassment norms
despite the absence of legislative policy.
Incomplete separation in india: The Parliamentary system’s executive-legislative
overlap blurs boundaries.
o Eg: The Prime Minister and Cabinet Ministers are part of the legislature.
Delay in judicial actions: The slow pace of judicial proceedings often fails to prevent
immediate constitutional violations.

27




o Eg: The Electoral Bonds Case faced prolonged judicial delays.
5. Lack of clear judicial conduct code: Despite several attempts, a codified judicial
code remains absent.
o Eg: The Justice C.S. Karnan Case (2017) exposed gaps in handling judicial
misconduct.

Conclusion

While constitutional safeguards have largely succeeded in ensuring institutional
independence, periodic encroachments highlight the need for robust implementation
mechanisms and timely judicial interventions to uphold the doctrine of separation of
powers. Strengthening parliamentary accountability and ensuring judicial reforms.can further
reinforce this principle.

Q. Evaluate the constitutional safeguards that aim te,uphold the-principle of
separation of powers in India. How effective have,theSésafeguards been in
preventing encroachments by different organs of the state? (151M)

Introduction

The principle of separation of powers is crucial to ensuring a balanced governance structure
and preventing authoritarianism. The:lndian Constitution; while not explicitly adopting the
doctrine, incorporates several safeguards.toimaintain institutional independence.

Body

Constitutional safeguardsito uphold separation of powers

1. Articles 53 & 154 - Executive Power: Vests executive power in the President and
Governor to ensure clear demarcation from legislative functions.
o, Eg: The President cannot exercise legislative powers unless provided under
Article 123 (Ordinance power).
2. Article50 - Judicial Independence: Directs the state to separate the judiciary from
the executive in public services to ensure impartiality.
o »Eg: Judicial appointments follow a distinct process ensuring independence
under the Collegium System.
3. Article 121 & 211 - Judicial Immunity: Prohibits discussions in Parliament and
State Legislatures on the conduct of judges except during impeachment proceedings.
o Eg: Justice V. Ramaswami’s impeachment in 1993 followed this procedure.
4. Article 226 & 32 - Judicial Review: Empowers High Courts and the Supreme Court
to review legislative and executive actions.
o Eg: The Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973) upheld judicial review as part of
the Basic Structure Doctrine.
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Avrticle 245 & 246 - Legislative Competence: Defines the jurisdiction of Parliament
and State Legislatures through the Union, State, and Concurrent Lists to prevent
encroachments.
o Eg: The SR Bommai Case (1994) clarified Parliament’s role during
President’s Rule to avoid legislative overreach.

Effectiveness in preventing encroachments

Successes:

Judicial independence maintained: The judiciary has effectively resisted executive
overreach through the Collegium System.

o Eg: NJAC Case (2015) upheld judicial primacy inappointments.

Curb on arbitrary ordinances: Judicial scrutiny has restricted:the misuse of the
ordinance-making power.

o Eg: DC Wadhwa Case (1987) declared.repeated ordinances unconstitutional.
Preventing legislative overreach: Judicial activism has kept laws in check to protect
constitutional rights.

o [Eg: Shayara Bano Case (2017) struck down Triple Talaq for violating

constitutional morality.
Strengthened federal structure: Clear divisionof legislative powers has bolstered
state autonomy.

o Eg: The NCT of Delhi Case (2018) upheld the legislative supremacy of the

Delhi Assembly in non-police and non-land matters.
Impeachment process ensures judiciahaccountability: The detailed process
restricts politically. motivated removal attempts.

o Eg«The failed impeachment motion against Justice Dipak Misra in 2018

demonstrated this,safeguard.

Challenges:

1

Executive overreach: Excessive use of ordinances and interventions in judicial
appointments persist.
o. Eg: Frequent ordinances on contentious issues like farm laws in 2020 raised
concerns.
Judicial overreach: The judiciary has been criticized for encroaching on legislative
and executive domains.
o Eg: Vishaka Guidelines (1997) framed workplace sexual harassment norms
despite the absence of legislative policy.
Incomplete separation in india: The Parliamentary system’s executive-legislative
overlap blurs boundaries.
o Eg: The Prime Minister and Cabinet Ministers are part of the legislature.
Delay in judicial actions: The slow pace of judicial proceedings often fails to prevent
immediate constitutional violations.
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o Eg: The Electoral Bonds Case faced prolonged judicial delays.
5. Lack of clear judicial conduct code: Despite several attempts, a codified judicial
code remains absent.
o Eg: The Justice C.S. Karnan Case (2017) exposed gaps in handling judicial
misconduct.

Conclusion

While constitutional safeguards have largely succeeded in ensuring institutional
independence, periodic encroachments highlight the need for robust implementation
mechanisms and timely judicial interventions to uphold the doctrine of separation of
powers. Strengthening parliamentary accountability and ensuring judicial reforms.can further
reinforce this principle.

Q. The concept of "delegated legislation® has empowiered the\Executive with
excessive discretion. Critically analyze. (15 M)

Introduction:

Delegated legislation refers to the law-making power conferred on the Executive by the
Legislature through a parent Act, enabling,the Executive to fill in‘technical details or adapt
laws to changing circumstances. While it enhances flexibility, excessive discretion raises
concerns about accountability.

Body

Issues arising from excessive discretion in delegated legislation

1. Weak parliamentary oversight: Delegated legislation often bypasses parliamentary
scrutiny, risking.undemocratic law-making.
o Eg: The Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021 empowered the Executive to alter
tribunal structures without adequate debate.
2. Lack of public consultation: Executive-led rule-making may bypass public
participation, reducing transparency.
o Eg@aThe IT Rules, 2021 faced criticism for impacting digital freedom without
adequate public consultation.
3. Judicial challenges and ambiguity: Excessive discretion can lead to vague and
inconsistent rules, increasing litigation.
o Eg: In In Re: Delhi Judicial Service Association (1991), the Supreme Court
stressed clear limits on delegated powers.
4. Potential for executive overreach: The Executive may bypass Parliament to
introduce critical regulations.
o Eg: The Farm Laws Ordinances, 2020 were criticized for evading broader
legislative debate.
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5. Threat to fundamental rights: Unchecked powers may infringe on constitutional
freedoms.
o Eg: The Telecom Suspension Rules (2017) were challenged for restricting
internet access in Jammu & Kashmir.

Need for delegated legislation

1. Elexibility in rule-making: Enables quick adaptation to changing circumstances
without frequent legislative amendments.
o [Eg: COVID-19 lockdown regulations were adapted rapidly through
delegated powers.
2. Technical expertise requirement: Complex sectors like taxation,environmental
norms, and telecom require expert-driven rules.
o Eg: The SEBI Regulations require technical details besthandled by experts.
3. Reducing parliamentary burden: Delegated legislation allows Parliament to focus
on broader policy issues.
o Eg: Environmental Impact Assessment (E1A) 2020 rules streamlined
environmental approvals.
4. Efficient crisis management: In emergencies, immediate regulatory changes can be
made via delegated powers.
o Eg: The Disaster Management Act, 2005 enabled swift nationwide pandemic
responses.
5. Sectoral customization:'‘Delegated legislation allows tailored rules for diverse
industries without frequent legislative.amendments.
o Eg: The Food Safetyand Standards Regulations cater to sector-specific
needs.

Way forward

1. Stronger parliamentary oversight: Empower Parliamentary Committees to
scrutinize rules effectively.
o EQ:The Rules Committee in Parliament can ensure tighter scrutiny.
2. Mandatory public consultation: Ensuring public participation can enhance
transparency.and accountability.
o “Eg: The Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy (2014) mandates public input
but requires stronger enforcement.
3. Enhanced judicial review: Courts should actively review excessive delegation to
prevent misuse.
o Eg: Krishna Kumar Singh v. State of Bihar (2017) emphasized limits on
excessive ordinance power.
4. Codification of limits: Clearly defining the permissible scope of delegated legislation
in parent Acts can prevent misuse.
o Eg: The Environmental Protection Act, 1986 specifies defined areas for
rule-making.
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5. Empowering requlatory authorities: Independent regulatory bodies with defined
mandates can reduce executive overreach.
o Eg: The RBI’s Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) operates autonomously
to avoid political interference.

Conclusion

While delegated legislation is crucial for responsive governance, unchecked discretion
threatens constitutional safeguards. A balanced approach combining robust oversight,
public consultation, and judicial vigilance can ensure that executive discretion aligns with
democratic principles.

Q. Analyze the role of pressure groups in influencing pulshic policy."Examine how
digital activism has transformed advocacy. Assess its implicatiens for democratic
processes. (15 M)

Introduction:

Pressure groups act as the conscience-keepers ofdemaocracy;ensuring.that diverse societal
interests influence the policy process. In the digital age, their influence has become more
immediate and dynamic.

Body

Role of pressure groups in influencing public policy

1. Policy advocacy.and lebbying: They engage directly with lawmakers to shape
legislative and executive decisions:
e Eg: FICCI and ClI influenced key reforms during the 1991 liberalisation
phase:by-lobbying for deregulation (Source: Economic Survey 2016-17).
2. Expertise.and technical inputs: They provide evidence-based research and solutions
to complex policy challenges.
e Eg: Centre for Science and Environment (CSE) guided the framing of
Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016 with scientific data.
3. Amplifying.neglected voices: They represent vulnerable or underrepresented groups
in policymaking.
e Eg: Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan (MKSS) was instrumental in the
enactment of the RTI Act, 2005 through grassroots campaigns.
4. Judicial interventions: They file PILs and use courts to influence policy and
enforcement.
e Eg: PUCL v. Union of India (2001) led to the Mid-Day Meal Scheme as a
right to food initiative.
5. Adgenda-setting in media and public discourse: They shape national conversations
and priorities through campaigns.
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e Eg: India Against Corruption movement (2011) brought Lokpal Bill to the
center of public debate and legislative focus.

How digital activism has transformed advocacy

1. Real-time mobilisation and outreach: Digital platforms allow instant engagement
with large populations.
e [Eg: The #SaveAarey campaign (2019) mobilised citizens in Mumbai against
deforestation within hours using Twitter and Instagram.
2. Decentralised leadership and participation: Digital tools empower local voices to
lead and influence from the ground.
e Eg: The Shaheen Bagh protests (2020) were sustained through WhatsApp
groups and social media live updates.
3. Cost-effective and scalable advocacy: It removes traditional logistical barriers in
organising movements.
e Eg: Fridays for Future India used digital petitions and webinars to push for
climate action, avoiding expensive,mass gatherings.
4. Increased pressure on decision-makers: Viral campaigns can .compel political
accountability and policy response.
e Eg: The viral #JusticeforManisha campaign (2020) pressured authorities in
the Hathras gangrape case to expedite action.
5. Use of data analytics for targeted influence: Activists use analytics to tailor
messaging and track engagement.
e Eg: Jhatkaa.org usedbehavioural insights during campaigns on clean air
and netmeutrality, improving outreach outcomes.

Implications for/democratic processes

1. Enhanced participatory democracy: Digital tools foster broader civic engagement
beyond voting.
e Eg: MyGov portal launched in 2014 allows direct citizen feedback on
policies like Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.
2. Risk.of misinformation and manipulation: Unregulated digital space enables fake
narratives.
e Eg: During 2021 farm law protests, fake videos circulated, leading to
communal tensions (Source: Alt News Fact-check).
3. Algorithmic echo chambers: Digital activism can become polarised, reducing
dialogue and consensus-building.
e Eg: The Toolkit case (2021) showed how narrative control on platforms can
turn advocacy into conflict.
4. Threat to accountability: Anonymous campaigns may lack transparency and dilute
responsibility.
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e [Eg: Fake Twitter handles were used during the 2023 Manipur conflict,
spreading unverifiable claims (Source: PIB Fact Check).
5. Pressure for responsive governance: Governments are increasingly pushed to
respond to online activism.
e EQg: After #NetNeutrality campaign, TRAI upheld open internet principles in
2016, reinforcing digital rights.

Conclusion:

As technology redefines advocacy, a robust regulatory and ethical framework is essential to
harness its democratic potential while curbing its excesses. Digital activism.must evolve with
responsibility to preserve its credibility and impact.

Q. What are the systemic flaws in the current Collegiumtbased judicial
appointments process? How have recent judicial controversiesisevealed
structural opacity and ethical lapses? Evaluate how'an Indian Judicial Service
can address these issues. (15 M)

Introduction

An institution’s legitimacy flows from both gonstitutional sanctity and public credibility.
The judiciary, despite being a guardian ofithe Constitution, faces‘rising criticism due to its
opague appointment mechanism and ethical.controversies.

Body

Systemic flaws in the Collegium-based\judicial appointments process

1. Lack of transparency in selection criteria: Collegium resolutions do not disclose
objective benchmarks for elevation.
o ©\Eg: Justice Akil Kureshi’s delayed elevation (2019) highlighted selective
disclosure and lack of criteria (Source: Law Ministry file notings).
2. Prevalence of nepotism and judicial dynasties: The absence of competitive
selection fosters informal networks and legacy-based entry.
o Eg: Vidhi Centre report (2021) revealed over 50% of recent HC appointees
had familial ties in the legal system.
3. Absence of institutional accountability: No statutory body oversees Collegium
decisions or reviews complaints.
o Eg: Second Judges Case (1993) upheld judicial primacy, but did not create
any independent oversight body .
4. Undermining of federal principles: State High Courts have limited role in All-India
appointments despite being constitutionally autonomous.
o Eg: 14th Law Commission Report (1958) recommended greater
consultation with High Courts in judicial appointments.

Structural opacity and ethical lapses revealed by recent controversies
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Lack of disciplinary accountability: Internal inquiries into judicial misconduct often

remain undisclosed.
o EgQ: Delhi HC judge’s residence fire incident (2025) revealed unexplained
possession of burnt cash, yet no FIR was filed.
Insensitive judicial reasoning: Controversial judgments reveal value-based deficits
in judicial conduct.
o Eg: A High Court judge's 2025 ruling stated ‘breaking pyjama strings’
was not attempt to rape, stayed by SC for ‘total insensitivity’.
Judicial insulation from oversight: Courts have resisted inclusion under Lokpal,
limiting external scrutiny.
o Eg@: SC suo motu 2025 stayed Lokpal inquiry into HC judge, citing lack of
jurisdiction.
Perceived conflict of interest in inquiries: Judges presiding,over inquiries involving
their own conduct undermine due process.
o Eg: 2019 case of sexual harassment against CJI saw initial committee
including CJI himself, later dropped amid public.backlash.

Role of Indian Judicial Service in addressing{hese concerns

Merit-based, all-India selection:éA UPSC-like structure‘ensures transparency,
diversity, and fairness in recruitment.
o Eg: 1JS proposal in 116th Constitutional’Amendment Bill advocated
national-level exams for judicial posts.
Inclusivity and social representation: 1JS can help induct women, Dalits, and
minorities into higher judiciary through epen competition.
o Eg: Parliament Standing Committee Report (2022) noted only 12% of HC
judges'were womenyunderlining need for representational reform.
Pre-service training and.value-based orientation: Structured training can embed
ethical standards and legal pluralism.
o Eg:National Judicial Academy, Bhopal could serve as a model for pan-
India IS training modules.
Institutional accountability mechanisms: An 1JS model allows periodic
performance review and code of conduct enforcement.
o Egr'UK Judicial Conduct Investigations Office serves as best practice
model for post-appointment judicial accountability.

Challenges in implementing Indian Judicial Service

1.

Federal resistance from States and High Courts: States may oppose centralised
recruitment for judges of their respective High Courts.
o Eg: Chhattisgarh and Tamil Nadu have formally opposed IJS, citing
violation of autonomy.
Separation of powers concerns: Judiciary may perceive it as executive
encroachment on judicial independence.
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o Eg@: NJAC struck down in 2015 as violating Article 50 and basic structure
doctrine.
3. Lack of political consensus: No uniform political backing for amending appointment
structure after NJAC verdict.
o Eg@: The 116th Constitution Amendment Bill (2013) lapsed without floor
debate.
4. Implementation logistics and cadre management: Harmonising different legal
systems, languages, and HC rules may be operationally complex.
o Eg@: Law Commission (2009) flagged divergent service rules across states as
a major challenge for 1JS rollout.

Conclusion

Reform must not sacrifice judicial independence, but must expand.transparency, diversity,
and accountability. A well-designed 1JS, evolving through consultation.and constitutional
safeguards, can bridge this critical gap and rejuvenate faith in the judiciary.

Salient features of the Representation of Peopléls Agt.

Q. The practice of sitting legislators contésting foranother office creates multiple
challenges for India's electoral ecosystém. Discuss. (15 M)

Introduction

India’s electoral system allowssitting legislators to contest for another office, but this practice
disrupts governance, increases election costs, and creates voter disillusionment. While
legally permitted, it raises concerns about.demacratic accountability and electoral
efficiency.

Body

Prevalence of thexpractice

1., Legalframework permits it — Article 101(2) & 190(3) of the Constitution, along
with Prohibition of Simultaneous Membership Rules, 1950, allow legislators to
contest for-another office.

o “Eg: In 2024 Lok Sabha elections, five sitting MLAs from Kerala
contested, causing vacancies and subsequent bye-elections.

2. High frequency of occurrence — Many MPs and MLAs contest elections despite
holding seats, leading to frequent bye-elections.

o Eg: Three Union Ministers (Rajya Sabha MPs) contested for Lok Sabha
in 2024, creating midterm vacancies.

3. Global context — Countries like Australia and Italy restrict such candidacies, while
Canada mandates resignation before re-contesting.

o Eg: Parliament of Canada Act prevents sitting provincial legislators from
contesting federal elections.
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Challenges posed to India's electoral ecosystem

1. Governance disruption — Frequent elections impose the Model Code of Conduct
(MCC), delaying government decisions.
o Eg: NITI Aayog (2023) report noted policy delays due to MCC enforcement
during bye-elections.
2. Public expenditure burden — Conducting elections is costly, with Rs 6,931 crore
spent in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections (ECI estimates).
o Eg: Frequent bye-elections further escalate costs, impacting fiscal prudence.
3. Erosion of voter trust — Winning candidates vacating seats mid-term leads to voter
apathy and lower turnout.
o Eg: 2023 Himachal Pradesh bye-elections saw reduced participation after
MLAs vacated seats.
4. Political instability and opportunism — Contesting multiple eleetions is often driven
by political calculations rather than public service.
o Eg: Nine MLAs, including five ministers in Punjab, contested Lok Sabha
elections in 2024 for career progression, leaving assembly seats vacant.
5. Parachute candidacy undermines local leadership — Centesting from different
constituencies dilutes local political engagement and grassroots leadership.
o Eg: Several senior leadersin Biharand UP shifted constituencies in 2024,
sidelining local aspirants.
6. Increased litigation and electoral uncertainty — Multiple candidacies lead to legal
disputes and challengesover seat vacancies.
o Eg: The Election Commission of India (ECI) flagged the issue in 2023,
calling for refarms tocurb electaral manipulation.

What needs to be‘done?

1. Mandatory resignation before re-contesting — India should adopt a Canada-like
model, requiring legislators to vacate their seat before filing nominations.
o nEg: Elections«Commission's 2016 reform proposal suggested this as a
deterrent.
2. FEinancial.penalty for vacating seats — A security deposit or financial liability for
those vacating seats could compensate for bye-election costs.
o Eg: Law Commission’s 255th Report (2015) recommended imposing
penalties for midterm resignations.
3. Restricting multiple candidacies — Amending Representation of the People Act,
1951, to limit leaders from contesting multiple seats simultaneously.
o Eg: Venkatachaliah Commission (2002) recommended restricting multi-seat
candidacies.
4. Cooling-off period before re-contesting — Legislators should serve a minimum
tenure before contesting another election, ensuring commitment to their electorate.
o Eg: Similar provisions exist in Germany and South Korea, preventing
abrupt seat changes.
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Conclusion

Unregulated multiple candidacies undermine democratic accountability and electoral
efficiency. Introducing mandatory resignation, financial penalties, and legal restrictions
will enhance governance stability and voter trust, strengthening India's electoral
framework.

Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions
and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.

Q. The Finance Commission is vital for fiscal federalism in India"Examine how
its recommendations impact state finances and suggest measures to enhance their
practical utility. (10 M)

Introduction

The Finance Commission (FC) plays a crucial role in ensuring fiscal equity by
recommending resource distribution strategies that address economic disparities among
states, thus strengthening fiscal federalism.

Body

Impact of finance commission recommendations on state finances

1. Revenue sharing formula: Ensures fair tax devolution among states based on criteria
like income distance, population, ete.
o Eg: The 15th FC recommended 41% tax devolution to states, ensuring
continued fiscal stability post-J&K’s reorganization.
2. Grants-inaid distribution: Targets specific state needs to ensure economic stability
and development.
o Eg: Post-Devolution Revenue Deficit Grants (X1.18 lakh crore in FY 2023-
24) for 14 states with revenue gaps.
3. Performance-linked incentives: Encourages states to improve governance, fiscal
discipline, and reform adoption.
o [Eg: The 15th FC rewarded states implementing Power Sector Reforms,
promoting efficiency and revenue generation.
4. Disaster risk management grants: Strengthens state preparedness and response
capacity.
o Eg: The 15th FC allocated 1.6 lakh crore to the State Disaster Response
Fund (SDRF) for 2021-26.
5. Urban and rural local body grants: Empowers local governance through direct fund
transfers.
o EQ:%70,051 crore for urban local bodies and %2.36 lakh crore for rural local
bodies under the 15th FC.
6. Health sector support: Strengthens healthcare infrastructure in states.
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o Eg: 13,192 crore allocated for Health Grants to improve primary healthcare

facilities.
Special grants for resource-deficient states: Ensures additional assistance to

disadvantaged states.

o [Eg: Special grants for Northeast states and hilly regions under the 15th FC.
Borrowing and debt management: Guides states on borrowing limits to ensure
fiscal stability.

o [Eg: The 15th FC set a 4% of GSDP borrowing limit for states in FY 2021-22.

Measures to enhance practical utility of fc recommendations

1.

Dedicated monitoring mechanism: Establish a Finance Commission.Monitoring
Cell for real-time tracking and evaluation.
o Eg: Expenditure Monitoring Division under the Finance Ministry ensures
efficient fund utilization.
Capacity building for states: Develop robust.institutional frameworks for improved
fiscal management.
o Eg: States like Andhra Pradeshand Karnataka implemented Outcome
Budgeting for better resourceqplanning.
Dynamic criteria for devolutionalintroduce dynamic_ indicators like climate
vulnerability, digital infrastructure,etc.
o Eg: The 15th FC intreduced Demegraphic Performance as a new factor for
devolution.

4. Enhanced local body empowerment: Strengthen Panchayati Raj and municipal
institutions for efficient fundutilization.
o Eg: Kerala’s People’s Plan Campaign significantly improved grassroots
goyvernance.
5. Greater stakeholder consultation: Involve NITI Aayog, state leadership, and civil
society to ensure practical solutions.
o Eg:aThe 15th FC held regional consultations to ensure inclusive
recommendations.
6. Transparent digital mechanisms: Introduce real-time fund tracking systems to
Improve accountability.
o Eg:The Public Financial Management System (PFMS) tracks fund
disbursal across schemes.
Conclusion

For effective fiscal federalism, the Finance Commission’s recommendations must be coupled
with better monitoring, innovative criteria, and state-level reforms to ensure improved
resource allocation and sustainable development.
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Q. The Election Commission’s role in conducting elections is pivotal, yet its
powers to regulate internal party democracy remain limited. Critically examine
this limitation and propose reforms to ensure intra-party democracy. (10 M)

Introduction

Despite its constitutional mandate to ensure free and fair elections, the Election Commission
of India (ECI) has limited powers to regulate internal party democracy, impacting political
accountability and transparency.

Body

Limitations in regulating internal party democracy

1. Absence of explicit constitutional mandate: The Constitution.does not empower
the ECI to regulate internal party functioning directly.

o Eg: Article 324 focuses on the conduct of elections but excludes intra-party
regulation.

2. Lack of statutory authority: The Representation.of the People Act (RPA), 1951
outlines ECI’s role in electoral processes but excludes explicit provisions for intra-
party democracy.

o Eg: The ECI can only demand, periodic updates on party constitutions, not
enforce changes.

3. Opague party funding and membership: The ECI lacks control over internal
financial management and membership transparency, enabling non-democratic
practices.

o Eg: Allegations of opaque financing in major parties in recent years.

4. Judicial ambiguity: Courtsshave often refrained from recognizing ECI’s role in
enforcing intra-party democracy, limiting its ability to intervene.

o “Eg: Indian National Congress vs Institute of Social Welfare (2002)
curtailed ECI’s authority to deregister non-compliant parties.

5. Resistance from political parties: Political parties have often opposed reforms that
ensure greater.transparency and internal accountability.

o Eg: Reluctance to adopt the Law Commission’s 255th Report (2015)
recommendations on regulating intra-party elections.

Proposed reforms to ensure intra-party democracy

1. Strengthen the RPA, 1951: Amend the RPA, 1951 to empower the ECI to oversee
internal party elections and enforce transparency.
o Eg: The 255th Law Commission Report recommends mandatory internal
elections with ECI oversight.
2. Introduce a ‘Model Party Constitution’: The ECI can propose a uniform template
ensuring regular elections, accountability norms, and inclusive decision-making.
o Eg: Similar models are adopted in countries like Germany and South Africa.
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3. Transparency in party funding: Introduce stricter norms for financial disclosures,
audited accounts, and public scrutiny mechanisms.

o Eg: The ADR Report 2023 highlighted significant gaps in party funding
transparency.

4. Mandatory internal election audits: Introduce third-party auditing of internal
elections to ensure fairness and compliance.

o Eg: The UK Electoral Commission enforces internal audits to ensure
procedural integrity.

5. Empowering ECI with punitive powers: Provide the ECI with powers to fine,
derecognize, or withhold election symbols from parties that violate internal
democracy norms.

o Eg: Recommended by the Venkatachaliah Commission on.electoral reforms.

Conclusion

Ensuring intra-party democracy is crucial to strengthening Tndia’s democratic ethos.
Empowering the ECI with clear legal authority and premoting financial transparency can
foster greater accountability and public trust in the palitical system.

Statutory, regulatory and varia@sQuasi-judicial bodies.

Q. The Central Vigilance Commissiofy(CVC)4§crucialifor ensuring
transparency in public adminisgration. "Bvaluatets role in combating corruption,
identify key limitations, and suggest méasures for strengthening its institutional
framework. (15 M)

Introduction

The Central Vigilance Commission (€VC), established in 1964 based on the Santhanam
Committee recommendations, is\India’s apex anti-corruption body tasked with ensuring
integrity and accountability in public administration.

Body

Role of CVVC in Combating Corruption

1. Supervision of CBI Investigations: CVC exercises superintendence over the CBI
in corruption cases under the DSPE Act, 1946.
o Eg: CVC’s oversight improved transparency in the INX Media Case (2017).
2. Advisory Role in Disciplinary Matters: Provides binding advice on disciplinary
action against central government officials.
o Eg: Recommended strict action in the ICICI Bank loan fraud case (2020).
3. Preventive Vigilance Measures: Introduced reforms like e-tendering, GeM portal,
and Integrity Pact to curb procurement corruption.
o Eg: CVC’s intervention ensured cleaner contracts in the Delhi Metro Project.
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4. Monitoring Major Corruption Cases: Tracks corruption-prone sectors and
recommends procedural corrections.
o Eg: Identified lapses in the Satyam Scam (2009) and ensured improved
corporate governance.
5. Whistleblower Protection: Functions as the designated body under the
Whistleblower Protection Act, 2014.
o Eg: Supported whistleblowers in the ONGC Irregularities Case (2021).
6. Public Awareness and Training: Conducts programs like Vigilance Awareness
Week to promote ethics in public administration.
o Eg: The 2023 campaign focused on citizen engagement inseporting
corruption.

Key Limitations of CVC

1. Lack of Independent Investigation Wing: Relies‘on CBI and other agencies for
investigations, weakening autonomy.
o Eg: The Vineet Narain judgment (1997) criticized this structural flaw.
2. Limited Jurisdiction: Restricted to Group A officers in.central services, excluding
state officials and private players.
o Eg: Corruption in the PMC,Bank Scam (2019) rémained outside CVC’s
oversight.
3. Non-binding Recommendations: CVC’s recommendations lack mandatory
enforcement, limiting their.impact:
o Eg: CVC’s advisory role in the Banking Frauds Case (2020) faced delays in
disciplinary actions.
4. No Direct Prosecution Powers: Lacks the authority to file chargesheets or prosecute
directly.
o [Eg: The AgustaWestland Scam highlighted this limitation in prosecution.
5. Resource Constraints: Faces staff shortages and budgetary limitations, reducing
proactive vigilance.
o Eg: The 2019 Parliamentary Committee Report flagged staffing gaps in
CVC'score departments.

Measures to.Strengthen CVC’s Institutional Framework

1. Independent Investigation Wing: Establish a dedicated investigative unit within
CVC to reduce dependence on the CBI.
o Eg: The Second ARC Report recommended an Independent Prosecution
Wing under CVC.
2. Enhanced Jurisdiction: Expand CVC’s authority to include state-funded schemes,
PSUs, and private sector entities linked to public funds.
o Eg: Expanding oversight on projects like PM Awas Yojana can improve
accountability.
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3. Empowering CVC Recommendations: Make CVC’s directives binding in serious
corruption cases for faster implementation.
o Eg: The Lokpal and Lokayukta Act, 2013 offers a model for mandatory
recommendations.
4. Strengthening Whistleblower Protection: Implement secure digital portals for
anonymous complaints and ensure strict confidentiality.
o Eg: Enhanced safeguards could have improved outcomes in the Vyapam
Scam (2015).
5. Technological Integration: Introduce Al-driven data analytics, blockchain
tracking, and predictive vigilance to track corruption trends.
o Eg: CVC’s IT-based File Tracking System aims to improve procedural
efficiency.
6. Capacity Building and Training: Collaborate with institutiens like LBSNAA and
National Judicial Academy to train vigilance officers.
o Eg: The National Anti-Corruption Strategy.emphasizesproactive training
to reduce procedural delays.

Conclusion

The CVC's effectiveness in ensuring transparent governance cande enhanced by introducing
investigative autonomy, wider jurisdiction,and technelogical advancements.
Strengthening CVC will reinforce India’s fight against corruption and ensure improved
public sector accountability.

Q. Quasi-judicial bodies play an@ssentialiole in sectoral regulation. Critically
evaluate the functionig ofithe Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) in
ensuring investefprotection and,maintaining market integrity. (15 M)

Introduction:

Quasi-judicial bodies like SEBI are vital in regulating sectors requiring specialized
knowledge and.timely adjudication. SEBI, established in 1992 under the SEBI Act, ensures
transparency and stability in India’s financial markets.

Body

Positive role of SEBI in ensuring investor protection and market integrity

1. Robust requlatory framework: SEBI’s enforcement of disclosure norms, insider
trading regulations, and investor grievance redressal strengthens market transparency.
o Eg: Introduction of LODR Regulations (2015) enhanced disclosure norms
for listed entities.
2. Investor education initiatives: SEBI has launched awareness campaigns like
SCORE to empower retail investors against fraud.
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o Eg: The SCORE platform resolved over 6.7 lakh investor complaints as of
2023 (Source: SEBI Annual Report 2023).

3. Strict enforcement actions: SEBI's power to impose fines, ban entities, and initiate
criminal proceedings ensures accountability.

o Eg:In 2023, SEBI penalized Byju’s for delayed financial disclosures,
strengthening corporate governance.

4. Market surveillance mechanisms: Advanced systems like the Data Warehousing
and Business Intelligence System (DWBIS) enable real-time detection of
manipulative practices.

o Eg: SEBI identified front-running activities in prominentimutual fund cases
in 2022.

5. Strengthening IPO and listing processes: SEBI’s guidelines on Anehor-lnvestors,
pricing mechanisms, and grey market control enhance investor confidence.

o Eg: Reforms introduced in 2021 limited IPO proceeds usage for unspecified
acquisitions to 35% of total funds.

Challenges faced by SEBI

1. Delayed investigation processes: SEBI’sregulatory actions often face prolonged
timelines, limiting immediate deterrence.
o Eg: SEBI’s investigation into the Adani Group’s Hindenburg allegations
faced delays despite public urgency.
2. Limited jurisdiction overunregqulated financial spaces: SEBI has limited control
over cryptocurrency/markets and decentralized finance platforms.
o Eg: The 2022 Crypto'Regulation Proposal remains pending parliamentary
approval.
3. Weak enfarcement againstinfluential entities: SEBI’s authority is sometimes
restricted in cases involving politically linked or large corporate players.
o “[Eg: SEBIfaced criticism for delayed action in the Sahara Refund Case.
4. Resource egonstraints: Inadequate workforce and technical resources hinder SEBI’s
ability to.track sophisticated market manipulations.
o »Eg: The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Finance (2022) flagged
SEBI’s limited manpower in forensic audits.
5. Insufficientiinvestor awareness in smaller towns: Despite outreach programs,
financialliteracy in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities remains low.
o Eg: A SEBI study (2022) found that over 60% of retail investors lacked
awareness of risk assessment tools.

Way forward

1. Strengthening investigation timelines: Establishing a Fast-Track Dispute
Resolution Mechanism for time-bound settlement of cases.
o Eg: The Securities Appellate Tribunal (SAT) can be strengthened for
expedited appeals.
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2. Enhanced oversight of emerging sectors: SEBI should expand its jurisdiction to
cover digital assets and decentralized finance.
o Eg: The Crypto and Digital Asset Committee (CDAC) can collaborate with
SEBI for policy frameworks.
3. Capacity building and resources: Increasing technical staff, forensic experts, and
Al-driven surveillance systems for better market tracking.
o Eg: Adoption of Regulatory Sandbox Mechanism to test fintech innovations
securely.
4. Investor education through digital media: SEBI should collaborate with social
media influencers, fintech platforms, and schools for awareness.
o Eg: The ‘SEBI Mitra’ initiative can be expanded to Tier-3 cities.
5. Greater accountability in corporate disclosures: Strengthening diselosure
timelines, audit regulations, and penalties for non-compliance.
o Eg: The Kotak Committee (2017) recommendations on cerporate governance
can be implemented more rigorously.

Conclusion

SEBI has played a crucial role in safeguarding investors and ensuring market integrity.
However, addressing enforcement delaysgregulatory:.gaps, and.emerging financial trends is
imperative to maintain its relevance in India’s.dynamic financial ecosystem.Government
policies and interventions for development in various sectors:and issues arising out of their
design and implementation.

Q. Evaluate the role of quasi-judicial bodies in India’s regulatory governance.
Discuss how their stractural independence can be enhanced. (10 M)

Introduction

Quasi-judicial bodies bridge the gap between the executive and judiciary by providing
sectoral'adjudication. Their success, however, is contingent on their autonomy from political
anddnstitutional interference.

Body

Role of quasi-judicial bodies in requlatory governance

1. Specialized dispute resolution: They deliver expert rulings in technical domains,
easing burden on regular courts.
e Eg: SEBI resolves insider trading cases under the SEBI Act, 1992, ensuring
fast-track market regulation.
2. Ensuring compliance: They enforce statutory rules and impose penalties,
strengthening regulatory discipline.
e Eg: NGT imposed fines on Delhi govt. for waste management failure in 2023
under the NGT Act, 2010.
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3. Fair market regulation: They prevent anti-competitive practices and promote
consumer welfare in liberalized sectors.
e Eg: CCI fined Google *1,337 crore (2022) for abusing dominance in the
Android ecosystem.
4. Enhancing transparency: They uphold public accountability and ensure
enforcement of rights.
e Eg: CIC directed disclosure of PM-CARES audit files in 2023 using powers
under the RTI1 Act, 2005.
5. Reducing pendency: They offer an alternative to overburdened courts for faster
grievance redressal.
e Eg: As per Ministry of Law (2023), tribunals resolved aver 1.3 lakh cases,
easing trial court pressure.

Measures to enhance structural independence

1. Independent appointments: Ensure selectionthrough judicially-led, bipartisan
committees.
e Eg: Madras Bar Association v<Union of India (2021),mandated balanced
tribunals' appointment panels:
2. Tenure security: Fixed terms and protected removal process uphold institutional
neutrality.
e Eg: 15th Finance Commission flagged frequent tenure changes post Finance
Act, 2017 as weakening autonomy.
3. FEinancial autonomy: Separate.budgets and independent administrative bodies avoid
executive overreach.
e Eg: Law Commission (272nd Report) proposed a National Tribunals
Commission for independent oversight.
4. Administrative decoupling: Removing control of parent ministries ensures impartial
adjudication.
e EQ: €IC’s control by DoPT was criticized in the Parliamentary Standing
Committee Report (2022).
5.7 Clear appellate hierarchy: Judicial oversight without interference ensures
constitutional harmony.
e Eg: NGT orders are appealable directly to the Supreme Court, ensuring
judicial consistency with independence.

Conclusion

Empowering quasi-judicial bodies with true independence is not a luxury but a necessity for
modern democratic governance. India must institutionalize reforms that insulate them from
executive influence while reinforcing public trust.
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Development processes and the development industry —the role
of NGOs, SHGs, various groups and associations, donors,
charities, institutional and other stakeholders.

Q. The absence of a lobbying law in India has created opacity in policy influence.
Examine the need for a regulatory framework to ensure transparency and
accountability. How can such a framework distinguish legitimate advocacy from
undue influence? (15 M)

Introduction

In India, the absence of a dedicated lobbying law has led to opaque policy. influence, raising
concerns about corruption, conflict of interest, and unethical practices. Establishing a
robust framework is vital to distinguish legitimate advocacy from undue influence'in
policymaking.

Body

Need for a regulatory framework for lobbying

1. Transparency in policymaking: Without clear.guidelines, policymakers may face
unaccounted external pressures, reducing transparency.
o Eg: The Radia Tapes Scandal (2010) exposed corporate lobbying
influencing ministerial appointments.
2. Prevention of unethical practices: Absence of a legal framework encourages quid-
pro-quo, nepotism, and policy manipulation.
o Eg:.Allegations of corporate lobbying in the Coal Allocation Scam (2012).
3. Public trust and democratic integrity: Unregulated lobbying may create
perceptions of elite capture, weakening citizens’ faith in governance.
o Eg: Influence of powerful pharmaceutical companies on drug pricing
policies.
4. Accountability of interest groups: Clear guidelines would compel corporate entities
and other stakeholders to maintain ethical conduct.
o. EQg:The US Lobbying Disclosure Act (1995) requires lobbyists to disclose
financial details.
5. Economic and industrial growth: Facilitating legitimate lobbying can ensure that
sectoral concerns are effectively conveyed to policymakers.
o Eg: The role of the NASSCOM in shaping India’s IT policy framework.

Key features of a robust requlatory framework

1. Mandatory registration of lobbyists: Ensures transparency by requiring lobbyists to
disclose their affiliations, clients, and objectives.
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o Eg: The UK Register of Consultant Lobbyists (2014) mandates detailed
disclosures.
2. Clear definition of lobbying activities: Clearly distinguishing between lobbying,
advocacy, and consultancy will prevent misuse.
o Eg: The Canadian Lobbying Act (1989) defines lobbying as direct
communication with public officials for influence.
3. Code of conduct for lobbyists: Establishes ethical norms to prevent
misinformation, bribery, and conflict of interest.
o Eg: The OECD Principles for Transparency and Integrity in Lobbying
(2010) outlines best practices.
4. Independent requlatory authority: Establishing a statutory body to monitor
lobbying activities can ensure compliance.
o Eg: The US Office of Congressional Ethics monitors lobbyist violations.
5. Periodic disclosure of expenditure: Mandating periodic financial.disclosures by
lobbyists would improve financial transparency.
o Eg: Inthe EU Transparency Register; lobbyistsimust declare their budgets
annually.

Distinquishing legitimate advocacy from undue.influence

1. Transparency in stakeholder meetings: Mandating the publication of meeting
records between policymakersand lobbyists.
o Eg: The UK Transparengy of Lobbying Act (2014) requires ministers to
disclose such interactions.
2. Prohibition of covertfinanging: Prevents lobbyists from offering financial benefits
or gifts to influence policy.
o EgiInthe USA, giftsabove $50 from lobbyists to legislators are banned.
3. Rotating door policy restrictions: Imposing a cooling-off period before former
government officials can become lobbyists.
o Egaln Canada, ministers must wait 5 years before lobbying.
4. Enhanced role of media & civil society: Empowering watchdogs to track lobbying
practices andensure public scrutiny.
o Eg: The Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) actively highlights
electoral funding patterns.
5. Public participation mechanisms: Mandating public consultations before significant
policy decisions to counteract undue lobbying.
o Eg: The Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy (2014) in India requires public
consultation on major bills.

Conclusion

A well-regulated lobbying framework can uphold transparency, ethical conduct, and
accountability while protecting the legitimate role of interest groups in democracy. By
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adopting best practices from global models and ensuring rigorous oversight, India can strike a
balance between fostering healthy advocacy and deterring undue influence.

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the
Centre and States and the performance of these schemes;
mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the
protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections.

Q. The design of welfare schemes often fails to address intersectional
vulnerabilities, undermining their intended impact. Discuss. Als@psuggest
strategies to ensure holistic inclusion. (10 M)

Introduction

Welfare schemes often overlook intersectional vulnerabilities, where individuals face
discrimination based on overlapping identities such as gender, caste, disability, and socio-
economic status, limiting their intended impact.

Body

Reasons why welfare schemes fail to address intersectional vulnerabilities

1. One-size-fits-all approach:‘Schemes.often lack customization for diverse social
groups, failing to cater to.specific.intersectional needs.
o Eg: PMAY often overlooks disabled-friendly housing despite targeting
economically weaker sections.
2. Inadequate disaggregated data: Lack of comprehensive data on marginalized sub-
groups prevents targeted interventions.
o Eg:NITI Aayogreport (2023) highlighted data gaps in tracking welfare
impaction transgender persons.
3. Weak implementation mechanisms: Bureaucratic bottlenecks and insensitivity
towards.intersectional challenges reduce scheme effectiveness.
o Eg: The Maternity Benefit Act, 2017 inadequately supports informal sector
women.
4. Socio-cultural biases: Deep-rooted prejudices in local administration often
marginalize certain groups.
o Eg: SC/ST women face compounded discrimination in accessing MGNREGA
benefits.
5. Limited community engagement: Welfare design often excludes vulnerable groups
from policy formulation.
o Eg: Disabled persons’ groups were largely excluded during the Accessible
India Campaign design phase.

Strategies to ensure holistic inclusion
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1. Targeted policy design: Develop schemes that account for multiple layers of
vulnerability.
o Eg: The Jal Jeevan Mission includes separate provisions for SC/ST and
marginalized hamlets.
2. Improved data collection and analysis: Implement disaggregated data frameworks
for evidence-based policymaking.
o Eg: The Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) now collects data on
gender, caste, and disability for better insights.
3. Capacity building for local administrators: Training officials to recognize and
address intersectional concerns.
o Eg: The Poshan Abhiyaan trains Anganwadi workers to handle malnutrition
in marginalized groups.
4. Enhanced social audits and monitoring: Establish participatory audits invalving
vulnerable communities.
o Eg: MGNREGA social audits in Andhra Pradesh ensured better. inclusion of
Dalit women.
5. Inclusion of marginalized voices in policy-making: Empower vulnerable groups
through stakeholder consultations.
o Eg: The National Policy fordPersons with Disabilities (2022) was drafted
with active consultation from disability.rights erganizations.

Conclusion

Ensuring inclusive welfare design requires ashift from uniform frameworks to context-
sensitive approaches that actively address intersectional vulnerabilities. This will foster
equitable growth and enhance the true impact of welfare initiatives.

Q. Rehabilitating women sukvivors of violence demands integrated welfare
measures that go'beyondfinaneial assistance. Examine India's approach and
proposg,comprehensive reforms. (15 M)

Introduction

Women survivors of violence face multi-dimensional challenges that require a holistic
rehabilitation framework integrating social, psychological, medical, and legal support
beyond financial aid.

Body

Why rehabilitation must go beyond financial assistance

1. Psychological trauma and post-violence distress: Survivors often experience
PTSD, anxiety, and depression, which require long-term counselling.
o Eg: The Manodhairya Scheme (Maharashtra) provides trauma
counselling and emotional support to rape survivors.
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Social isolation and stigma: Survivors often face social rejection, limiting
reintegration despite financial aid.
o Eg: The Garima Greh Scheme for transgender individuals extends support
for survivors of violence, ensuring social reintegration.
Employment vulnerability and financial independence: Survivors may lose
livelihoods, necessitating skill-building rather than one-time monetary relief.
o Eg: The Mahalir Thittam Scheme (Tamil Nadu) trains survivors in
tailoring, handicrafts, and entrepreneurship.
Educational disruption: Violence against girls often results in dropouts, restricting
future economic stability.
o Eg: The Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana offers financial incentives for
education to vulnerable girls.
Legal intimidation and procedural hurdles: Prolonged litigation often dissuades
survivors from pursuing justice.
o [Eg: The Fast Track Special Courts (FTSCs).under the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act, 2019 provide swifttrial for POCSO and rape cases.

India's current approach

One Stop Centres (OSCs): Provides integrated medicalylegal, and counselling
support for women survivors.
o Eg: As of 2023, over 1,000 OSCs are operational, supporting 3 lakh
survivors nationwide.
Nirbhaya Fund: Supports infrastructure like fast-track courts, OSCs, and women
helplines to enhance post-vialence response.
o Eg: Delht’s,'SHE-Box" portal allows for online complaints of workplace
harassment.
Sakhi Helpline (181): Provides 24x7 emergency support to survivors by linking
them with counseling, medical aid, and legal services.
o Eg:aln Rajasthan, the Sakhi helpline reported assisting over 20,000 survivo
in.2023.

rs

Compensation Framework: The Compensation Scheme for Women Survivors of

Sexual Assault (2018) ensures timely monetary aid.
o Eg:In Bihar, district-level nodal officers ensure prompt release of
compensation to survivors.
. Anti-Human Trafficking Units (AHTUSs): Specialized units for victim rescue,
medical care, and vocational support.
o Eg: Over 300 AHTUs have been set up in vulnerable districts as of 2023.

Comprehensive reforms for improved rehabilitation

1. Specialized trauma recovery centers: Establish dedicated trauma centers in

hospitals to provide immediate psychiatric intervention.
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o Eg: Kerala’s ‘Mitra 181’ helpline integrates psychiatric intervention for
domestic violence survivors.
2. Targeted financial incentives for skill development: Introduce customized skill-
building programs to foster long-term economic empowerment.
o Eg: The "Roshni’ Skill Development Scheme targets tribal women in
violence-prone regions.
3. Community-driven rehabilitation models: Involve local NGOs and panchayats to
reduce stigma and ensure social reintegration.
o [Eg: West Bengal's ‘Shakti Sadan’ homes use community volunteers for
psychological support and social inclusion.
4. Safe housing infrastructure expansion: Develop secure transitional housing with
multi-agency collaboration to ensure survivor protection.
o Eg: The Asha Kiran Homes (Delhi) provide both housing and skill-building
programs for long-term stability.
5. Education continuity frameworks: Implement dedicated ‘return to sehool® policies
for young survivors to ensure educational recovery.
o Eg: The Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) ensures school re-enrollment for
girls who dropped out due to violence.

Conclusion

While India's framework addresses financial relief, integrated measures focusing on mental
health, vocational support, andssocial reintegration are crucial for sustainable
rehabilitation. A community-centric, multi-agency approach can foster resilience and
empower survivors to rebuild their lives with dignity.

Issues relatingto development'and management of Social
Sector/Services relatingyto Health, Education, Human Resources.

Q. Thetriplggburden ofdiseases in India requires a differentiated surveillance
strategy. How wellidoes India's disease surveillance system cater to this unique
burden?y(10 M)

Introduction

India’s disease burden is shaped by emerging infections, persistent endemic diseases, and
rising non-communicable diseases (NCDs). A robust surveillance strategy is essential to
address this complex landscape, ensuring early detection and effective response.

Body

Triple burden of diseases in India requires a differentiated surveillance strategy
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Emerging infectious diseases (EIDs) require rapid detection — Outbreaks like
COVID-19, Nipah, and Zika demand real-time surveillance for early containment.
o [Eg: COVID-19 pandemic led to the enhancement of Integrated Health

Information Platform (IHIP) for real-time tracking.
Endemic diseases persist due to socio-environmental factors — Vector-borne
diseases like malaria and dengue remain major public health threats, requiring
sustained monitoring.
o Eg: National Framework for Malaria Elimination (NFME) 2016-2030
targets malaria eradication by 2030.
Non-communicable diseases (NCDs) need long-term tracking —Rising diabetes,
hypertension, and cardiovascular diseases necessitate continuous surveillance for
policy planning.
o Eg: National NCD Monitoring Survey (NNMS) 2020 provides crucial data
for intervention strategies.
Zoonotic and neglected diseases demand specialized tracking < Diseases like
Kyasanur Forest Disease (KFD) and Leptospirosis require enhanced collaboration
between human and veterinary health sectors.
o Eg: One Health Approach, adopted by WHO and India’s Ministry of
Health, aims at integrated disease surveillance across species.

How well does India's disease surveillance system cater to this unigue burden?

1. Digital real-time surveillance strengthens early detection — Platforms like IHIP

and IDSP enable real-time data tracking and quicker response.
o Eg: IHIP (2021) upgraded surveillance with GIS mapping and geotagging to
track outbreaks precisely.
State and district-level monitoring units improve coordination — Disease
surveillance units exist at.district, state, and national levels, ensuring decentralized
response.
o EgaState Surveillance Units (SSU) under IDSP ensure local outbreak
response, aiding central coordination.
Multizsectoral collaboration enhances data sharing — Coordination between
health, environment, and animal husbandry departments improves integrated
surveillance.
o Eg: National Rabies Control Programme (NRCP) uses collaboration
between ICMR, veterinary agencies, and health departments.
Integration of sentinel surveillance for focused monitoring — Sentinel sites track
specific diseases with detailed laboratory investigations, filling gaps in routine
surveillance.
o Eg: Sentinel sites for HIN1 Influenza in India provide early warning on
seasonal flu trends.

Challenges in India's disease surveillance system
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1. Limited private sector participation in reporting — Private hospitals and clinics are
often reluctant to report disease data due to data confidentiality issues and weak
enforcement.

o Eg: National Digital Health Mission (NDHM) aims to improve data
integration from private healthcare providers.

2. Underreporting and weak diagnostic capacity — Many rural areas lack laboratory
infrastructure, leading to delayed disease confirmation and response.

o Eg: ICMR’s expansion of Viral Research and Diagnostic Laboratories
(VRDLs) aims to strengthen rural disease surveillance.

3. Insufficient workforce and training gaps — Shortage of trained.epidemiologists
and surveillance officers hampers data collection and analysis.

o Eg: NITI Aayog’s 2019 report highlights the need for 1,500.additional
epidemiologists for effective surveillance.

4. Slow adaptation to climate-linked disease patterns — Climate change is altering
disease trends, but surveillance systems remain slow to adapt to shifting disease
hotspots.

o Eg: ICMR study (2023) identified malaria resurgence in non-endemic
Himalayan states due to rising temperatures.

Conclusion

A robust, technology-driven, and multi-sectoral surveillance system is key to tackling
India’s evolving disease burdensStrengthening real-time data integration, private sector
participation, and climate-adaptive surveillance will ensure better preparedness against
future health threats.

Q. Artificial intelthgencel(Al) IS pota‘threat to education but an impetus for its
evolution. Examine the rolejef Al in personalizing education and its impact on

traditional teaching metheds. (10 M)
Introdugtion

Al has the potential.to revolutionize education by personalizing learning experiences and
modernizing traditional teaching methods. However, its integration must be balanced
with ethical safeguards to ensure accessibility, inclusivity, and academic integrity.

Body

Role of Al in personalizing education

1. Adaptive learning systems — Al-driven platforms like Khan Academy's Khanmigo
tailor learning pathways based on student performance.
o Eg: Coursera and edX use Al to suggest personalized course
recommendations.
2. Real-time feedback and assessments — Al analyzes student responses to provide
instant feedback, improving retention and understanding.
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o Eg: Carnegie Learning’s MATHia provides Al-based real-time problem-
solving assistance.
3. Catering to diverse learning needs — Al tools offer customized content for
differently-abled students (text-to-speech, visual aids).
o Eg: Microsoft's Seeing Al assists visually impaired students with real-time
text recognition.
4. Bridaing language barriers — Al-powered translation tools facilitate multilingual
education and inclusive learning.
o Eg: Google’s Bolo App (now Read Along) helps children improve reading
skills in regional languages.
5. Al-powered tutors and chatbots — These provide 24/7 assistance, supplementing
traditional teacher support.
o Eg: Duolingo’s Al tutor adapts to user mistakes @and.modifies difficulty
levels.

Impact of Al on traditional teaching methods

1. Shift from rote learning to conceptual.clarity =Al promotes.interactive and
inquiry-based learning, reducing dependence on memorization.
o Eg: India’s NEP 2020 emphasizes Al-based assessment methods to replace
rote learning.
2. Reduction in administrative workload = Al automates attendance, grading, and
scheduling, allowing teachers to focus on pedagogy.
o Eg: U.S. Department of Education (2023) report highlights AI’s role in
reducing administrative burden.
3. Enhanced student engagement — Al-driven gamification and virtual reality tools
make learning immersive.
o Eg: Byju’s Al-based adaptive learning system enhances student
engagement.
4. Data-driven curriculum improvements — Al analyzes student performance data
to recommend curriculum modifications.
o nEg: IndiaAl Mission (2023) focuses on using Al analytics to enhance
education policy.
5. Challenges of dependency and misinformation — Al-generated content may erode
critical'thinking and lead to misinformation.
o Eg: Dr. Benny Johnson (2024) warns about over-reliance on Al tools like
ChatGPT without expert validation.

Conclusion

Al in education is a transformational force, not a threat, provided it is used as an assistive
tool rather than a replacement for teachers. A balanced approach integrating Al with
human pedagogical expertise is key to ensuring an inclusive, adaptive, and future-ready
education system.
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Q. In a society where menstruation is still stigmatized, how can India balance
cultural sensitivities with the need for progressive menstrual health policies? (10
M)

Introduction

Menstruation is often associated with deep-rooted cultural taboos in India, leading to
exclusion, misinformation, and poor health outcomes. While progressive policies are
emerging, aligning them with cultural sensitivities is crucial to ensure effective
implementation.

Body

Challenges in a society where menstruation is stigmatized

1. Social exclusion and taboos: Women face restrictionsiin temples, kitchens, and
social activities, reinforcing discrimination.
o [Eg: The Sabarimala verdict (2018, Supreme.Court).struck down the temple
entry ban on women but faced.strong opposition due to cultural beliefs.
2. Lack of awareness and misinformation: Menstruation is not openly discussed,
leading to myths and health neglect:
o Eg: A 2022 NHFS report found that only'58% of young girls in rural India
knew about menstruation-before their first period.
3. Inadequate infrastructure and affordability: Many lack access to toilets, hygiene
products, and disposal mechanisms.
o Eg: The'Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (2014) improved sanitation, but menstrual
wasterdisposal remains a challenge.
4. Economic¢ burden onunderprivileged women: High cost of hygiene products forces
manyto use unsafe alternatives.
o E@: The Rajasthan Free Sanitary Pad Scheme (2022) distributes free pads
to reduce menstrual poverty.
5., Limited representation in policy-making: Menstrual health is not a political
priority,delaying comprehensive reforms.
o, Eg: The Menstrual Hygiene Policy (Draft 2022) is yet to be fully
implemented nationwide.

Balancing cultural sensitivities with progressive policies

1. Education and awareness for behavioural change

1. School-based menstrual education: Integrating menstruation awareness in NCERT
and state curricula can normalize discussions.
o Eg: The Menstrual Hygiene Management Guidelines (2015, MoHFW)
recommend menstrual education from primary school level.
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2. Community engagement with local influencers: Training anganwadi workers,
teachers, and religious leaders can improve acceptance.
o Eg: Menstrual Health Alliance India (2020) works with grassroots
organizations for awareness.
3. Leveraging media and social campaigns: Public figures and mass media can
challenge stigma through positive messaging.
o Eg: The "Break the Silence' campaign (2021, UNICEF India) used digital
platforms for awareness.

2. Strengthening menstrual health infrastructure

1. Ensuring WASH (Water, Sanitation & Hygiene) facilities: Mare gender-friendly
toilets with disposal facilities in schools and workplaces:
o Eg: Jal Jeevan Mission (2019) aims to provide tap water.in rural schools and
anganwadis.
2. Affordable and accessible menstrual products: Government subsidies and GST
exemptions on all menstrual products can improve access.
o Eg: The removal of 12% GST on sanitary pads.(2018) made them more
affordable.
3. Sustainable and eco-friendly alternatives: Promoting. biodegradable pads and
menstrual cups respects both environmental and cultural concerns.
o Eg: The Sakhi Sanitary Napkin initiative (Odisha, 2021) promotes local
production of biedegradable pads.

3. Leqislative and policy reforms

1. Legal recognition of menstrual rights: Menstrual health should be included under
Right to Health (Article 21) and covered in labor laws.
o © Eg: The Menstruation Benefits Bill (2018, Private Member’s Bill)
proposed paid menstrual leave but lacked government support.
2. Corporate responsibility in menstrual inclusion: Companies should provide paid
menstrual leave.and workplace hygiene support.
o Eg: Zomato introduced menstrual leave (2020), setting an example for
private sector policies.
3. Menstrual waste management policies: Enforcing EPR (Extended Producer
Responsibility) norms on sanitary product manufacturers can help waste reduction.
o Eg: The Plastic Waste Management Rules (2021) mandate disposal
guidelines for menstrual products.

Conclusion

Menstrual health must be seen as a human rights and public health issue rather than a
taboo. A multi-pronged approach combining education, infrastructure, and legal
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reforms can ensure dignity and equity, making menstruation an accepted and supported
aspect of women's health

Q. Assess the implications of ‘platformization’ in India’s digital education
ecosystem. What steps are necessary to ensure equitable learning outcomes in
this context? (15 M)

Introduction

Platformization refers to the increasing reliance on digital platforms for delivering
educational content, services, and interactions. In India's digital education ecosystem, this
shift has enabled scalable, technology-driven learning models but also presents challenges in
ensuring equitable access and outcomes.

Body

Implications of platformization in India’s digital education ecosystem

Positive implications:

1. Wider reach and inclusivity: Online platforms like DIKSHA and SWAYAM have
expanded access to quality educational content.across remote areas.
o Eg: The DIKSHA platform facilitated uninterrupted learning for 36 crore
students during the COVID-19 lockdown.
2. Personalized learningexperience: Al-driven platforms offer adaptive learning
models tailored to individual learning paces.
o Eg: Platforms'like BYJU'S and Toppr provide customized modules based on
student performance.
3. Cost-effective learning tools:Digital resources significantly reduce costs for
textbooks, tutorials, and'supplementary materials.
o Eg: e-Pathshala by NCERT offers free multimedia content for students.
4. Enbanced teacher training: Digital platforms empower educators with continuous
protessional development programs.
o Eg: The NISHTHA portal trains teachers under the Samagra Shiksha
Initiative.
5. Global learning exposure: Integration with international learning platforms enables
cross-cultural learning.
o Eg: Coursera's partnerships with Indian universities promote exposure to
global academic standards.

Negative implications:

1. Digital divide: Uneven internet connectivity and lack of devices hinder access,
especially in rural areas.
o Eg: The ASER 2022 Report highlighted that only 43% of rural children had
access to online learning during COVID-19.
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2. Language and content barriers: Predominance of English-centric content limits
accessibility for non-English speakers.
o Eg: Limited regional language support in key platforms like Coursera and
edX.
3. Privacy and data concerns: Unregulated data collection exposes students to privacy
risks.
o Eg: Cases of data breaches in EdTech platforms like WhiteHat Jr have raised
concerns.
4. Excessive commercialization: The aggressive marketing tactics of some platforms
exploit vulnerable parents.
o Eg: BYJU'S faced criticism for coercive marketing tactics in 2022,
5. Learning fatigue and disengagement: Over-reliance on digital tools.canreduce
student engagement and critical thinking.
o Eg: Studies by NIMHANS indicated rising instances of sereen addiction
among students.

Steps to ensure equitable learning outcomes

1. Strengthening digital infrastructure: Prioritize rural broadband expansion under
initiatives like BharatNet.
o Eg: The PM-WANI scheme aims to provide free Wi-Fi hotspots in
underserved areas.
2. Localized content development: Develop multilingual content with culturally
relevant material to improve engagement.
o Eg: The DIKSHA app offers content in 33 Indian languages.
3. Inclusive device distribution programs: Ensure affordable device access under
schemes like PM e-Vidya:
o Eg: The Tamil'Nadu Smart Classrooms Project distributed 3 lakh tablets to
students in 2023.
4. Data protection framework: Introduce regulatory frameworks ensuring safe and
ethical use of student data.
o nEg: The Digital Personal Data Protection Act 2023 aims to protect
children's data on digital platforms.
5. Teacher capacity building: Develop training modules to help teachers adopt digital
tools effectively.
o Eg: The NEP 2020 emphasizes digital pedagogy training for educators.

Conclusion

While platformization holds immense potential to democratize education, ensuring digital
equity, content diversity, and data protection is crucial. Proactive reforms can transform
India's digital education landscape into an inclusive and empowering force.
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Q. How effective have community-based health interventions been in improving
rural healthcare outcomes? (10 M)

Introduction

Community-based health interventions have emerged as crucial tools for improving
healthcare accessibility in rural India by leveraging local participation, resource optimization,
and culturally sensitive approaches. Their success, however, depends heavily on effective
implementation and scalability strategies.

Body

Effectiveness of community-based health interventions

1. Improved maternal and child health outcomes: Empowering Accredited Social
Health Activists (ASHA) workers has improved maternal care, immunization rates,
and institutional deliveries.

o Eg: The Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY).increased institutional deliveries
from 40% (2005) to 79% (2020) (NFHS-5).

2. Enhanced disease surveillance and early detection: Training community volunteers
has improved early diagnosis and interventionfor communicable diseases.

o Eg: The Malaria Elimination Program in.Odisha achieved a 90% reduction
in cases in tribal regions threugh valunteer-led awareness drives.

3. Promotion of preventive healthcare: Community programs focused on hygiene,
sanitation, and vaccination have successfully reduced disease outbreaks.

o Eg: The'Swachh Bharat Abhiyan integrated community engagement,
redueing open defecation to less than 1% in 2023 (UNICEF Report).

4. Mental health supportin remote areas: Community-based mental health
interventions-have improved outreach in underserved regions.

o E@: The Atmiyata Project in Gujarat addressed mental health concerns for
over 50,000 villagers through community volunteers.

5., Improved nutritional security: Community-led initiatives have improved dietary
practices,and nutritional awareness.

o. EgQ: The Poshan Abhiyaan in Rajasthan used local volunteers to improve
nutrition outcomes for 2 lakh families in marginalized communities.

Challenges faced by community-based health interventions

1. Limited training and knowledge gaps: Many volunteers lack medical expertise,
compromising healthcare quality.
o Eg: ASHA workers often struggle with complex cases due to limited medical
knowledge (Lancet Report 2022).
2. Inadequate funding and resource constraints: Financial bottlenecks often hinder
expansion and capacity-building efforts.
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o Eg: The Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centers faced operational
challenges in scaling community outreach due to budget constraints.
3. Social stigma and cultural barriers: Certain healthcare interventions face resistance
due to entrenched beliefs.
o [Eg: Resistance to vaccination in parts of Uttar Pradesh during the Pulse Polio
Campaign delayed immunization goals.
4. Lack of coordination with formal healthcare systems: Poor integration with
primary healthcare centers reduces efficiency.
o Eg: The TB Mukt Bharat Campaign faced delays in rural follow-ups due to
weak coordination with local PHCs.
5. Volunteer fatigue and high dropout rates: Overburdened community workers often
disengage due to inadequate incentives.
o Eg: A 2021 study by the Indian Journal of Public Health found 28%
dropout rates among ASHA workers in rural regions.

Conclusion

While community-based health interventions have significantly improved rural healthcare
outcomes, addressing gaps in training, incentives,.and integration'is essential to ensuring their
scalability. Leveraging technology and aligning efforts with national healthcare frameworks
will be pivotal in maximizing their long-term impact.

Q. The Anganwadi system has,played‘@ crucial role in improving maternal and
child health outcomes in India. Assessiits impact while identifying major gaps in
service delivery. Suggest reforms t@enhance its effectiveness. (15 M)

Introduction

The Anganwadi system, launched under the Integrated Child Development Services
(ICDS) in 1975, has been instrumental in delivering nutrition, healthcare, and early
childhood education services, significantly improving maternal and child welfare.

Body

Impact of the Anganwadi system

1. Improved nutrition outcomes: Reduced child malnutrition, wasting, and stunting
through supplementary nutrition programs.
o Eg: POSHAN Abhiyaan (2018) improved nutrition indicators by integrating
technology in Anganwadi services.
2. Maternal health enhancement: Provides antenatal care, iron supplements, and
health awareness for pregnant and lactating mothers.
o Eg: Tamil Nadu’s ‘Amma Baby Care Kit’ enhances maternal and neonatal
care.
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3. Early childhood education: Offers pre-school education promoting cognitive and
social development.
o Eg: Andhra Pradesh's Bala Vikasa Kendrams integrate play-based learning.
4. Community empowerment: Anganwadi workers act as grassroots mobilizers,
connecting families to government schemes.
o Eg: Gujarat’s Khushali Sehat initiative improves maternal healthcare through
Anganwadi engagement.
5. Health monitoring: Regular growth monitoring and immunization support reduce
infant mortality rates.
o Eg: The eSwasthya App in Rajasthan aids digital tracking.ef child
development.

Major gaps in service delivery

1. Infrastructure deficiencies: Lack of proper buildings, toilets, and drinking water
facilities.
o Eg: The NFHS-5 (2019-21) reported poor infrastructure in 35% of
Anganwadi centers.
2. Inadequate training: Limited knowledge of nutrition practices, childcare, and
health interventions among workers.
o [Eg: The 2018 NITI Aayog Report highlighted gaps in Anganwadi worker
training.
3. Resource constraints: Shortage of nutritional supplements, learning material, and
medical equipment.
o Eg: ICDS Rapid Survey on Children (2021) revealed delays in supply
chains.
4. Poor monitoring mechanisms: Weak data collection, reporting systems, and
impact assessment.
o “Eg: The Parivar Pehchan Patra scheme in Haryana addresses such gaps
through digital tracking.
5. Low community participation: Limited awareness reduces parental involvement in
Anganwadi programs.
o Eg: The Jan Andolan Strategy under POSHAN Abhiyaan aims to enhance
engagement.

Reforms to enhance effectiveness

1. Infrastructure improvement: Ensure all-weather buildings, proper hygiene
facilities, and child-friendly spaces.
o Eg: Kerala’s Model Anganwadi Centres provide enhanced infrastructure.
2. Skill enhancement for workers: Implement regular training programs on
nutrition, childcare, and communication.
o Eg: The POSHAN Tracker application offers digital training modules.
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3. Strengthening monitoring: Introduce real-time data systems for improved tracking
of nutritional outcomes.
o Eg: The ICDS-CAS platform monitors Anganwadi performance digitally.
4. Community engagement initiatives: Launch awareness drives and involve SHGs,
Panchayati Raj institutions, and local NGOs.
o Eg: The SNEHA Shivirs in Rajasthan improved participation in Anganwadi
programs.
5. Nutritional diversification: Promote region-specific diets, locally sourced foods,
and traditional recipes for better outcomes.
o Eg: The Eat Right India Campaign (2020) promotes culturally appropriate
nutrition practices.

Conclusion

Strengthening Anganwadi centers through robust infrastructure, capacity-building, and
community involvement can ensure sustainable improvements in maternal and.child health
outcomes, aligning with SDG 2 and SDG 3 targets.

Issues relating to poverty and hunger.

Q. The challenge of ‘hidden hunger’ in‘India,calls for a nutrition-sensitive
approach to policy. Examine the gapsin India®s,existingnutrition framework.
Suggest comprehensive reformss (10 M)

Introduction

Hidden hunger refers to a form of malnutrition caused by deficiencies in micronutrients
such as iron, zinc, and yitamins. Despite India’s progress in food security, micronutrient
deficiency continues to affect vulnerable populations.

Body

The challenge of ‘hidden hunger’ in India

1. Micronutrient deficiencies: High prevalence of iron, iodine, and vitamin A
deficiencies impacts cognitive and physical development.
o Eg:The NFHS-5 (2019-21) reveals that 67% of children suffer from anemia.
2. Poor dietary diversity: Over-reliance on calorie-dense but nutrient-poor foods
aggravates micronutrient deficiencies.
o Eg: The Global Hunger Index 2023 ranks India 111th out of 125 nations,
highlighting nutrition gaps.
3. Socio-economic disparities: Marginalized groups, especially tribal and rural
populations, face greater risk due to poor access to diverse diets.
o Eg: The NFHS-5 indicates that anemia prevalence is 68% among tribal
children.
4. Gender-linked nutritional inequality: Women and adolescent girls often suffer
disproportionately due to cultural biases and inadequate maternal care.
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o Eg: The POSHAN Abhiyaan identified women’s nutrition as a key
intervention area.

Gaps in India’s existing nutrition framework

1. Lack of micronutrient fortification: Inadequate fortification of essential foods like
rice, salt, and oil limits nutrient availability.
o Eg: The Fortification of Rice Scheme (2021) is yet to achieve full coverage.
2. Fragmented implementation: Multiple schemes like ICDS, Mid-Day Meal, and
POSHAN Abhiyaan often lack convergence.
o Eg: ANITI Aayog (2022) report highlighted poor coordination in nutrition
initiatives.
3. Inadequate monitoring systems: Weak tracking mechanisms limit effective
identification of nutrient deficiencies.
o Eg: The Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey (CNNS).data gaps
hinder targeted interventions.
4. Limited behavioural change campaigns: Poor awareness on balanced diets reduces
participation in nutrition schemes.
o Eg: The Eat Right India Movement requires deeper community engagement.

Comprehensive reforms to address hiddenshunger

1. Widespread food fortification: Expand the Fortification of Staples Scheme to
cover more regions and ensure rigorous quality control.
o Eg: The FSSAI’s fortification standards for rice, wheat, and edible oils
should be uniformly enforced.
2. Convergenceof schemes: Integrate programs like ICDS, Mid-Day Meal, and
POSHAN Abhiyaan through unified data platforms.
o © Eg: The Poshan Tracker launched in 2021 aims to improve real-time
monitoring.
3. Diversifying publicfood distribution: Include nutrient-rich foods like millets,
pulses, and green vegetables in welfare schemes.
o Eg: The Millet Mission 2023 aims to promote millet consumption in PDS.
4. Targeted awareness campaigns: Launch intensive awareness programs to improve
diet diversity and promote biofortified crops.
o Eg: The Biofortified Wheat Variety (WBO02) enriched with zinc was
promoted in 2023.

Conclusion

Addressing hidden hunger demands a robust combination of food fortification, convergent
policy frameworks, and community engagement. A proactive and evidence-driven
approach is key to achieving sustainable nutritional outcomes in India.
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Important aspects of governance, transparency and
accountability, e-governance- applications, models, successes,
limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency &
accountability and institutional and other measures.

Q. The rising role of data-driven governance has improved public service
delivery. Assess the risks of data manipulation and privacy violations. (10 M)

Introduction

Data-driven governance has revolutionized public service delivery by enabling targeted
interventions, real-time monitoring, and evidence-based policymaking, significantly
improving efficiency and accountability.

Body

Role of data-driven governance in improving publicsservice delivery

1. Targeted welfare schemes: Data analytics enables-precise identification of
beneficiaries, reducing leakages.
o Eg: The Aadhaar-enabled ,PDS system in Telangana reduced ration leakages
significantly.
2. Predictive governance: Data insights-predict social trends, helping proactive
intervention.
o Eg: The Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme (IDSP) helped predict
COVID-19 hotspots.
3. Improved grievance redressal: Data-driven dashboards streamline citizen
complaintsand ensure swift:resolution.
o Eg: The ICMS portal in Uttar Pradesh achieved faster complaint resolution
rates.
4. Enhancedinfrastructure planning: Data integration supports optimized resource
allocation.
o Eg: The Smart Cities Mission leverages data analytics for efficient urban
planning.

Risks of data manipulation

1. Political manipulation: Data can be distorted for political gains, undermining public
trust.
o Eg: Allegations of voter data manipulation during the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections raised concerns.
2. Algorithmic bias: Incorrect data training may reinforce discrimination and
inequality.
o [Eg: Facial recognition systems in India reported higher error rates for
marginalized groups.
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3. Fabricated data in welfare schemes: Fake entries or inflated data may exploit
government benefits.
o Eg: The Ayushman Bharat Scheme faced cases of false beneficiaries being
added.
4. Misleading public narratives: Selective data presentation can distort facts to sway
public opinion.
o Eg: Manipulated data on unemployment figures raised controversies in 2020.

Risks of privacy violations

1. Data breaches: Poor encryption and security protocols may expose sensitive data.
o [Eg: The Aadhaar data breach (2018) exposed millions'of citizens' details.
2. Surveillance overreach: Excessive data collection may infringe on personal privacy.
o Eg: Concerns were raised regarding the Aarogya Setu app collecting
excessive data.
3. Lack of data consent: Absence of clear consent:frameworks may violate privacy
rights.
o Eg: The Srikrishna Committee recommended astrong Data Protection
Authority to ensure informed<consent.
4. Profiling and discrimination: Unregulated data use may enable profiling based on
caste, religion, or preferences.

Conclusion

To ensure data-driven governance enhances public welfare without compromising privacy,
India must expedite the implementation of the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023,
alongside robust accountability mechanisms,and improved public awareness.

Q. Public-private partnerships (PPPs) in governance have improved service
delivery butihave@also raised cencerns about corporate influence. Evaluate their
impact on accountability and citizen welfare. (15 M)

Intreduction

Public-private partnerships (PPPs) have become an essential tool for improving service
delivery in\governance. While they enhance efficiency and innovation, concerns about
corporate influence impacting public welfare and accountability are growing.

Body

Role of PPPs in improving service delivery and concerns about corporate influence

1. Enhanced infrastructure development: PPPs have enabled faster completion of
critical infrastructure projects by leveraging private sector expertise, funding, and
innovation.

o Eg: The Delhi Metro expansion under PPP improved urban mobility while
maintaining efficiency in timelines and quality standards.
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2. Technology integration for efficient governance: Private sector involvement has
introduced advanced technologies, improving governance outcomes through
automation, data analytics, and smart solutions.

o Eg: The BharatNet Project, implemented with private sector support,
enhanced rural broadband connectivity and improved digital inclusion.

3. Cost efficiency and reduced fiscal burden: PPPs facilitate shared investments,
reducing the direct financial burden on the government while improving project cost
management.

o Eg: The Mumbai Trans Harbour Link (MTHL) adopted the hybrid annuity
model, where the government and private firms shared financial risks
effectively.

4. Concerns of monopolistic practices and profiteering: In some sectors; PRPs have
enabled private monopolies, leading to overpricing, reduced:.competition, and
compromised public interest.

o Eg: Allegations of price manipulation in the Reliance Jio’s telecom
dominance reflected concerns over corporate influence in essential services.

Impact on accountability and citizen welfare

Positive impacts

1. Enhanced transparency mechanisms: PPPs are often governed by contractual
obligations that mandate financial.disclosures, performance reviews, and quality
benchmarks to ensure‘accountability:

o Eg: The Bengaluru Airport PPP. Model included independent audits by
KPMG, ensuring, financial accountability and improved service standards.

2. Improvedrisk management andproject delivery: PPPs reduce financial and
operational risks throughstructured risk-sharing agreements, improving timely project
execution.

o Eg@xThe Ganga Expressway leveraged a risk-sharing model, ensuring better
financial stability and project completion.

3.» Higher quality service delivery: Private sector efficiency often results in better
quality standards, improved maintenance, and enhanced service experience.

o Eg: The Rajasthan Healthcare PPP Model improved maternal healthcare
services, resulting in lower maternal mortality rates.

4. Increased citizen engagement and feedback: PPPs in governance increasingly
emphasize citizen consultations, ensuring that public concerns are addressed during
project planning and execution.

o Eg: The Smart Cities Mission integrated public consultations into project
designs, ensuring locally relevant infrastructure solutions.

Negative impacts
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1. Erosion of social accountability: In some cases, corporate dominance in PPPs has
marginalized public accountability, favoring profit motives over public interest.

o Eg: Allegations against vendors during the Aadhaar enrolment process
highlighted concerns about weak accountability frameworks.

2. Profit-driven service models excluding marginalized groups: PPP-based services
often adopt revenue-centric models, limiting access to essential services for
vulnerable populations.

o Eg: Rising toll charges on PPP-operated highways have made certain routes
economically unviable for lower-income groups.

3. Weak regulatory oversight: Inadequate monitoring mechanisms.allow private firms
to exploit policy gaps, leading to environmental, social, or financial concerns.

o Eg: Environmental violations during the Vedanta Sterlite Plant expansion
highlighted weak regulatory enforcement in PPP projects.

4. Data privacy and security risks: Private agencies involved.in public data
management may compromise data security, posing risks to Citizens' privacy.

o [Eg: Data breach concerns in DigiLocker servicesimanaged by private firms
raised alarms about security vulnerabilities.

Way forward

1. Robust requlatory framework: Establishing clear legal provisions with specific
checks to prevent monopolistic practices and unethical profiteering is crucial.

o Eg: Strengtheningthe Public Procurement Bill, 2012 can improve PPP
contract transparency and ensure accountability.

2. Independent social audits and public monitoring: Conducting third-party
evaluations and enhancing public oversight mechanisms can improve project
accountability.

o Eg: The MGNREGA model of social audits has improved wage transparency
and minimized leakages.

3. Inclusive contract designs: PPP frameworks must incorporate equitable access,
ensuring.vulnerablesgroups are not marginalized in profit-driven models.

o »Eg: The Affordable Rental Housing Complexes (ARHCs) model under
PMAY -Urban supports migrant workers through low-cost rental units.

4. Capagity building in public institutions: Enhancing the skills of government
officials'in PPP contract negotiation, risk assessment, and financial oversight can
prevent exploitation.

o Eg: The National Capacity Building Framework under the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs focuses on training government officials for urban
governance PPP models.

Conclusion
While PPPs offer immense potential to improve service delivery, their success depends on
ensuring robust regulatory frameworks, strong public oversight, and citizen-centric
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models that prioritize public welfare over corporate gains. Balancing private efficiency with
public accountability is key to maximizing their benefits.

Q. The success of e-governance initiatives lies not merely in technological
adoption but in aligning with social realities. Examine with examples. (10 M)

Introduction

While technological adoption is vital for e-governance, its success hinges on addressing
socio-economic barriers, ensuring inclusiveness, and enhancing citizen participation for
effective outcomes.

Body

Technological adoption as a key factor for e-governance success

Technological advancements form the backbone of successful e-governance; however, their
impact depends on key enablers:

1. Robust digital infrastructure: Strongdnternet connectivity and server resilience are
essential for ensuring seamless service delivery.
o Eg: DigiLocker enables secure storage for digital certificates, integrated with
Aadhaar for authentication.
2. Data security and privacy: Ensuring encryption, data masking, and cyber-security
standards builds user trust and enhances adoption.
o [Eg: The Data Protection Bill; 2023 mandates strict data processing norms to
safeguard.citizens' privacy.
3. Interoperability among platforms: Integration across government departments
reduces delays and improves efficiency.
o @ Eg: Thedntegrated Criminal Justice System (1CJS) links police, judiciary,
and forensic databases for faster investigations.
4. ‘Al and automation: Automated systems minimize human intervention, ensuring
faster.and error-free processes.
o “Eg: Al-based FASTag deployment has streamlined toll collection, reducing
wait.times on highways.
5. User-centric interface: A simplified, intuitive design enables citizens from diverse
backgrounds to access services easily.
o Eg: The UMANG app consolidates over 1,400 government services under
one platform to improve accessibility.

Aligning e-governance with social realities for sustained impact

For e-governance to succeed, solutions must address socio-economic disparities and diverse
cultural realities:
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1. Bridging the digital divide: Affordable internet, low-cost devices, and public digital
access points ensure marginalized communities benefit.
o Eg: The PM WANI scheme (2020) promotes public Wi-Fi hotspots,
enhancing connectivity in rural and underserved areas.
2. Language and cultural adaptability: Multilingual platforms ensure language
barriers do not restrict citizens from availing services.
o Eg: The Kisan Suvidha App offers weather updates and crop information in
12 Indian languages for better outreach.
3. Addressing literacy barriers: Audio-visual content and graphical designs aid semi-
literate and illiterate populations in accessing services.
o [Eg: The e-Vidya platform integrates audio-visual content for rural students,
promoting inclusive learning.
4. Local governance empowerment: Decentralized digital‘platforms empower
grassroots institutions to cater to community-specific needs.
o Eg: The eGramSwaraj portal strengthens Panchayati Raj Institutions by
digitizing financial planning and monitoring.
5. Accessibility for differently-abled individuals: Digital services must incorporate
screen readers, voice commands, and customized interfaces.
o Eg: The Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan ensures government websites comply
with Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG).

Conclusion

For e-governance to deliver impactful outcomes, integrating technological advancements
with social inclusiveness is crucial. By embracing a citizen-first approach, governments
can bridge inequalities and foster participative governance.

Q. The institutignatl architectukeforensuring accountability in India faces
challenges of overlap, inertia, and excessive centralization. Discuss. (15 M)

Introduction

Despite India's comprehensive accountability framework, systemic challenges like
jurisdictional averlap, bureaucratic inertia, and excessive centralization hinder its
effectiveness, impaeting governance outcomes.

Body

Challenges of overlap in accountability institutions

1. Jurisdictional conflict: Agencies like CBI, CVC, and ED often clash over
investigative authority.
o Eg: Inthe INX Media Case (2019), jurisdictional conflict between CBI and
ED delayed prosecution.
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Ambiguity in roles: The absence of clear functional boundaries leads to duplication
of efforts.
o Eg: Inthe 2G Spectrum Case, conflicting reports by CAG and CBI led to
public confusion.
Conflict between audit and investigation bodies: Agencies like CAG and PAC
often face overlapping roles in scrutinizing public funds.
o Eg: The Commonwealth Games Scam (2010) witnessed conflicting claims
between CAG and PAC.
Parallel vigilance structures: Central and state vigilance bodies often lack
coordination.
o Eg: The Vyapam Scam (Madhya Pradesh) saw conflict between the state
vigilance body and the CBI, delaying prosecution.

Challenges of inertia in accountability institutions

1.

Delays in investigations: Lengthy procedures.hinder timely justice in corruption
cases.
o Eg: The Coal Block Allocation Scam (2012) saw. extensive delays in
prosecution due to slow CBI proceedings.
Lack of proactive enforcement: Bureaucratic hesitationin high-profile cases
reduces public trust.
o Eg: The Adarsh Housing Scam (2010) faced delays despite clear evidence
due to proceduralinertia.
Limited use of technology: Outdated manual processes slow down grievance
redressal.
o Eg: The delayed adoption of e-Office systems in vigilance bodies has
contributed to procedural.inefficiencies.
Ineffective performance review: Absence of robust evaluation mechanisms limits
institutional efficiency:
o Eg:The Second ARC recommended periodic reviews of agencies like CVC
and CBI, which remain largely unimplemented.

Challenges of excessive centralization

1.

Concentration of investigative powers: Excessive reliance on centralized agencies
weakens decentralized accountability.
o Eg: The CBI’s mandatory central government clearance for investigating
officers under Section 6A of DSPE Act restricts its autonomy.
Weakening of state-level agencies: Central dominance undermines local
accountability institutions.
o Eg: The Finance Commission's devolution formula has drawn criticism for
reducing state fiscal independence.
Central control over appointments: Appointment processes in key accountability
bodies often lack transparency.
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o Eg: The CIC Appointment Controversy (2020) exposed political favoritism
in appointing commissioners.
Excessive reliance on central policies: Uniform central directives often fail to

account for regional governance needs.
o Eg: The Aadhaar-Linked Welfare Schemes faced criticism for excluding
marginalized groups in remote areas.

Way forward

1.

Empowering state institutions: Implement the Punchhi Commission's

recommendations to enhance cooperative federalism.
Strengthening autonomy: Grant statutory independence to bodies like CBI, as

suggested in the Vineet Narain Case (1998).
Technology integration: Leverage Blockchain and Al-drivenanalytics for
transparent public record management.
Public participation in accountability: Strengthen Social Audit Mechanisms to
enhance local accountability.
o Eg: The MGNREGA Social Audit Framework:has shown success in
improving fund utilization.

Conclusion

Addressing the challenges of overlap, tnertia, and eentralization demands a multi-pronged
strategy emphasizing institutional clarity, digital innovation, and greater autonomy.
Implementing key reforms, as suggested by the:Second ARC and Punchhi Commission, is
crucial to ensuring a more effective accountability framework in India.

Role of civil services tya democracy.

Q. The role‘af,civil'services in‘bndia is evolving beyond traditional administrative
functioms, Examine this shift. How can civil servants effectively manage emerging
governanee challenges ¥@'a rapidly changing socio-political landscape? (15 M)

Introduction

The Indian civibservices, once confined to routine administration, have transformed into
dynamic institutions steering socio-economic development, policy innovation, and crisis
management in a rapidly evolving landscape.

Body

Evolving role of civil services beyond traditional functions

1.

Policy formulation and think tanks: Civil servants now play a vital role in shaping
public policy, leveraging research, and advising governments.
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o [Eg: The Aspirational Districts Programme, launched in 2018, was driven by
proactive policy engagement from district collectors.
Crisis management and emergency response: Civil services have emerged as the
first responders in crises, ensuring seamless coordination.
o Eg: During the COVID-19 pandemic, IAS officers coordinated vaccine
distribution, oxygen supply, and containment measures.
Public-private partnerships (PPP): Civil servants now actively facilitate PPP
models to boost infrastructure and services.
o Eg: The Bangalore Metro Rail Project is a successful PPP initiative
involving active bureaucratic oversight.
Technological integration: Civil servants are driving e-governance, data analytics,
and Al integration for improved service delivery.
o [Eg: The e-Courts Project modernized judicial processes with digital
integration under bureaucratic guidance.
Citizen-centric governance: Civil services now focus on enhancing transparency,
accountability, and public participation.
o Eg: The JAM Trinity (Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, Mobile) streamlined welfare
delivery by ensuring direct benefit transfers.
Environmental sustainability and ¢limate action: Civil servants increasingly shape
eco-friendly policies and resource‘management strategies.
o [Eg: The State Action Plan on Climate Change (SAPCC) framework has
been driven by civil service-led coordination.
International diplomacy and soft power: Indian diplomats from the civil services
are pivotal in strengthening India's global standing.
o Eg: The India-Africa Forum Summit 2015 saw extensive diplomatic
groundwork by IES officers.

Managing emerqging governance challenges in a changing socio-political landscape

1.

Adaptive leadership and dynamic decision-making: Civil servants must adopt
flexible;responsivesstrategies to address evolving challenges.
o nEg: TAS officers in Bihar's Har Ghar Nal Yojana rapidly adapted strategies
to overcome groundwater depletion.
Technology=driven governance: Integrating Al, blockchain, and big data enhances
decision-making and ensures efficient public service delivery.
o Eg: The Real-Time Governance Society (RTGS) in Andhra Pradesh
leverages tech for grievance redressal.
Strengthening social cohesion: Civil servants must actively address social
polarization, ensuring inclusiveness and equity.
o Eg: The 'Buland Bharat' campaign in Uttar Pradesh promoted communal
harmony post-riot interventions.
Capacity building and skill upgradation: Continuous training on digital literacy,
data analysis, and crisis management is essential.
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o Eg: The Mission Karmayogi initiative (2020) focuses on upskilling civil
servants through digital learning platforms.
5. Strengthening federalism and decentralization: Civil servants must foster
cooperative federalism to manage regional aspirations.
o Eg: The 15th Finance Commission emphasized empowering state-level
bureaucrats for effective fund utilization.
6. Improved accountability and ethics: Ensuring ethical conduct through robust
accountability frameworks is key.
o Eg: The Second Administrative Reforms Commission (ARC) recommends
stricter conflict-of-interest policies.
7. Collaborative governance models: Civil servants must build stronger partnerships
with civil society organizations, academia, and industry.
o Eg: The Poshan Abhiyan campaign successfully:combined bureaucratic
oversight with NGO engagement.

Conclusion

To address India's dynamic socio-political landscape, civil'servants must combine adaptive
leadership, technological foresight, and inclusive governance models to effectively steer
the nation towards sustainable growth and:development.

Q. Civil servants are the backbomne of paliey implementation, yet their neutrality
Is increasingly questioned. Examinethe causes and implications. (10 M)

Introduction
The neutrality of civil 'servants.is vital forimpartial governance, yet growing concerns about
their perceived biasthreatenthe credibility of public administration.

Body

Causes‘for the declining neutrality of civil servants

1. Political interference: Excessive political pressure forces bureaucrats to align with
ruling party.agendas.
o Eg: Frequent transfers of IAS officers like Ashok Khemka for resisting
political pressure.
2. Patronage appointments: Post-retirement roles or lucrative postings compromise
integrity.
o Eg: Appointment of retired bureaucrats to positions like governors or
regulatory bodies.
3. Erosion of institutional autonomy: Weakening of independent bodies reduces
bureaucratic impartiality.
o Eg: Recent controversies involving the Election Commission’s
independence.
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4. Societal polarization: Increasing identity-based politics puts pressure on civil
servants to favor certain groups.
o Eg: Allegations against officers favoring caste- or religion-based demands.
5. Lack of robust accountability mechanisms: Weak oversight emboldens biased
conduct.
o Eg: Absence of a comprehensive Civil Services Board in many states as
mandated by the Supreme Court (2013).

Implications of declining neutrality

1. Erosion of public trust: Citizens lose faith in administrative decisions.
o Eg: Allegations of bias in relief distribution during the COVI1D-19 pandemic
in some states.
2. Compromised policy implementation: Bias-driven decisions reduce the
effectiveness of welfare schemes.
o Eg: Delayed implementation of MNREGA wages in politically neglected
areas.
3. Undermining democratic principles: Partisan behavior.weakens the constitutional
mandate of impartial governance.
o Eg: Violation of Article 14 (Right to Equality) due to biased decisions.
4. Weakening of institutional credibility: Public bodies like the CBI, ED, and others
face criticism for selective actions.
o Eg: The CBI’s “caged parrot” remark by the Supreme Court (2013).
5. Stifling professional/integrity: Ethical officers face demoralization, deterring honest
governance.
o Eg: Resignation of Kannan Gopinathan in 2019 citing erosion of democratic
values.

Conclusion
Ensuring.the neutrality of civil servants requires robust institutional safeguards, merit-
driven appointments, and greater public accountability to uphold democratic integrity.

India“and s neighborhood- relations.

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving
India and/or affecting India’s interests.

Q. Assess the impact of India’s outreach to Pacific Island nations on its
diplomatic clout. How can India strategically leverage this partnership to secure
its geopolitical interests? (10 M)

Introduction

India’s outreach to Pacific Island nations reflects its growing ambition to expand strategic
influence in the Indo-Pacific, balancing regional powers while fostering sustainable
partnerships.
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Impact of India’s outreach to Pacific island nations on diplomatic clout

Enhanced regional presence: Strengthens India’s role in the Indo-Pacific Strategy,

countering China's expanding influence.
o Eg: India's active participation in the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) since
2002.
Soft power expansion: Promotes India's image as a responsible global player through
developmentaid, cultural ties, anddiaspora engagement.
o Eg: FIPIC (Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation) launched in
2014, focusing,on capacity-building.
Strengthening climate diplomacy: Builds India’s credibility in climate change
leadership by aiding.climate-vulnerable island nations.
o Eg:India’s $1 million grant for the development of solar power projects in
Pacific nations (2022).
Economic influence through trade and investment: Encourages economic
interdependence through investments in agriculture, fisheries, and clean energy.
o Eg: India's Blue Economy initiatives in nations like Fiji and Papua New
Guinea.
Strateqic security partnerships: Facilitates stronger maritime security collaboration,
boosting India's influence in the South Pacific region.
o Eg: Indian Navy’s recent INS Sahyadri port call to Fiji (2023) underscored
maritime cooperation.

Strategic measures to leverage the partnership for geopolitical interests
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1. Expanding defence and security ties: Develop deeper military-to-military
cooperation and ensure regional maritime security.
o Eg: Proposed Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) collaboration with
Pacific Island states.
2. Economic and infrastructure investments: Enhance investments in port
development, digital infrastructure, and sustainable projects.
o Eg: India's Solarization Program for Pacific Island nations under ISA
(International Solar Alliance).
3. Leveraging cultural diplomacy: Utilize India's diaspora presence in nations like
Fiji to deepen socio-political ties.
o Eg: The Fiji-India Cultural Exchange Program promoting shared heritage.
4. Climate resilience and disaster management: Position India as akey-supporter in
capacity-building for disaster preparedness and climate adaptation.
o Eg: India's aid to Tonga after the Hunga Tonga voleano eruption (2022).
5. Strengthening multilateral engagement: Use forums like UN, Commenwealth, and
ASEAN Regional Forum to bolster diplomati€ convergence.
o Eg: India's advocacy for Pacific Island states’ voices in UN Climate
Negotiations.

Conclusion

India’s calibrated outreach to Pacific Island nations is pivotal in shaping the emerging Indo-
Pacific order. By aligning development partnerships with strategic interests, India can secure
long-term geopolitical dividends while promoting regional stability.

Q. Assess the evolving nature offfndia’s engagement with Africa. What strategic
imperatives drive thisieutreach? (10 W)

Introduction
India’s Africa outreach reflects a shift from historical solidarity to pragmatic multilateralism,
driven by strategic.competition, diaspora diplomacy, and global south realignment.

Body.

Evolving nature of India’s engagement with Africa

1. Erom passive NAM-era ties to proactive diplomacy: Shift from ideological support
to structured bilateral and multilateral engagements.
o Eg: India-Africa Forum Summit (IAFS-111, 2015) marked participation
from all 54 African nations, highlighting a new strategic push.
2. Diversification beyond development aid: Focus now includes trade, defence, health,
digital cooperation, and space.
o Eg: Pan-African e-Network Project evolved into e-Vidya Bharati and e-
Arogya Bharati (2019) for tele-education and tele-medicine across 19
African countries.
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3. Growing defence and maritime cooperation: Enhancing security through joint
exercises, training, and equipment supply.
o Eg@: INS Trikand participated in Exercise Cutlass Express 2024 to
strengthen maritime domain awareness with eastern African nations.
4. Institutional capacity-building and skilling focus: Expanding educational and
vocational training through scholarships and technical support.
o Eg: Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation (ITEC) program trained
over 30,000 African students by 2023 (MEA Annual Report 2023).
5. Pivot toward plurilateral and trilateral engagement: Engagements via multilateral
platforms and trilaterals like India-France-Africa.
o Eg: India-France-UAE trilateral cooperation (2023) included coordination
on Africa-focused development projects (MEA Briefs 2023):

Strategic imperatives driving India’s outreach

1. Countering China’s assertive presence: Balancing China's economic and strategic
influence across the African continent.
o Eg: India extended $12.37 billion'Line of Credit,to African nations by 2023,
compared to China's debt-linked investments (Exim Bank Data).
2. Energy and resource security: Securing access to oil, minerals, and rare earths
crucial for India's energy and manufacturing secters.
o Eg: ONGC Videsh has active stakes in Mozambique’s Rovuma gas field
and Sudan oil blocks (ONGC Annual Report 2023).
3. Maritime security and Indo-Pacificwision: Ensuring safe sea lanes and securing
chokepoints in western Indian Ocean.
o Eg: India operates a coastal radar network in Seychelles and Mauritius,
enhancing Indian Ocean.security architecture.
4. Leveraging Indian diaspora and soft power: Tapping historical cultural linkages
and diaspora goodwill:for diplomatic leverage.
o Eg:Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 2023 spotlighted East African Indian
diaspora role in India-Africa economic partnerships.
5. Expanding markets and south-south cooperation: Promoting Indian goods,
pharma, digital public infrastructure and political solidarity.
o Eg:India exported $47 billion worth of goods to Africa in 2022-23, especially
in pharmaceuticals and engineering (Ministry of Commerce 2023).

Conclusion
India’s evolving Africa outreach is not just strategic—it is a recalibration of south-south
partnerships to shape a multipolar and cooperative global order.
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Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing
countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora.

Q. Post-Ukraine, nuclear proliferation appears to be a rational choice for smaller
states. Critically examine. (10 M)

Introduction
The Russia-Ukraine conflict has raised critical questions about global security, highlighting
the risks for non-nuclear states relying on security guarantees. The failure of international

assurances to Ukraine has reignited the debate on whether smaller nations sheuld pursue
nuclear weapons for self-defense.

Body

Arguments supporting nuclear proliferation as a rational choice

1. Failure of security assurances: The 1994 Budapest Memorandum, which provided
security guarantees to Ukraine in exechange for nuclear disarmament, failed when
Russia invaded.

o Eg: Ukraine’s sovereignty was.not defended despite commitments from the
US, UK, and Russia.

2. Nuclear deterrence as a.strategic.equalizer: Small states can deter aggression from
larger adversaries through credible nuclear capability.

o Eg: North Karea has avoided external intervention largely due to its nuclear
arsenal.

3. Geopolitical instability and power shifts: Increasing regional conflicts and the
decline of multilateralism make self-reliance imperative.

o Eg: Taiwan and South Korea are rethinking their security postures amid
rising China-Us tensions.

4. Weakening of non-proliferation regimes: The perceived failure of the NPT (Non-
Proliferation, Treaty) makes countries skeptical about relying on global arms control
frameworks:

o Eg: Iran’s nuclear ambitions despite JCPOA (2015) constraints highlight the
erosion of global trust in non-proliferation agreements.

5. Selective security commitments by major powers: The West’s inconsistent
responses to conflicts raise doubts about its willingness to protect smaller nations.

o Eg: Contrast between NATO's intervention in Kosovo (1999) and inaction
in Ukraine (2022).

Arguments against nuclear proliferation as a rational choice

1. High economic and technological barriers: Nuclear programs demand extensive
resources, technological expertise, and long-term commitments.
o Eg: Iran and North Korea’s programs have led to heavy economic
sanctions, crippling their economies.
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2. Risk of escalation and preemptive strikes: A nuclear program may invite preventive
attacks from adversaries fearing a strategic imbalance.
o [EQg: Israel’s attack on Iraq’s Osirak nuclear reactor (1981) and Syria’s
Al-Kibar reactor (2007).
3. Diplomatic and economic isolation: Nuclearization can lead to sanctions and global
condemnation, affecting economic growth.
o Eg: Pakistan’s nuclear tests (1998) led to economic sanctions from the US
and Japan.
4. Violation of international commitments: Most countries are signatories to the NPT
(1968), which legally binds them against nuclear proliferation.
o Eg: India faced global sanctions post-Pokhran-11 (1998) until it signed the
Indo-US Nuclear Deal (2008).
5. Risk of proliferation to non-state actors: Weak governance could result in nuclear
technology falling into terrorist hands.
o Eg: Concerns over Pakistan’s nuclear security due to internal instability
and past proliferation through A.Q. Khan’s network.

Conclusion

While Ukraine’s experience may push smaller states to reconsider nuclear deterrence,
proliferation poses severe risks, including economic, diplomatic, and security consequences.
Strengthening global security assurances and revamping non-proliferation frameworks
remain the most sustainable solutions to preventing nuclear arms races.

Q. Evaluate the impact of India*ssthumafrtarian diptomacy during global crises
on its diplomatic credibility®How can India Mstitutionalize this aspect of its
foreign policy to enhance global influenee? Suggest key reforms to ensure
strategic coherence. {15 M)

Introduction

India's humanitarian diplomagy, rooted in its civilizational ethos of **Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam'*, has emerged as a strategic tool that reinforces its global stature. Recent
proactive humanitarian efforts have amplified India's diplomatic credibility as a responsible
global power.

Body

Impact of India's Humanitarian Diplomacy on Diplomatic Credibility

1. Enhanced Global Image: India's proactive role during the COVID-19 pandemic
boosted its reputation as a dependable partner.
o Eg: India's Vaccine Maitri initiative supplied vaccines to over 95 countries,
positioning India as a healthcare leader.
2. Strengthened Strategic Partnerships: Humanitarian outreach often reinforces
bilateral ties, especially with developing nations.
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o Eg: Emergency food supplies to Afghanistan in 2022 amid the Taliban crisis
improved diplomatic ties.
Soft Power Projection: India's cultural and ethical commitment to humanitarian
values enhances global perception.
o Eg: Assistance during the 2015 Nepal earthquake reaffirmed India’s
leadership in South Asia.
Economic Diplomacy: India's humanitarian efforts strengthen trade relations and
expand economic influence.
o Eg: India's financial aid to Sri Lanka during its economic crisis improved
bilateral cooperation.
Geopolitical Leverage: Humanitarian initiatives allow India to counterbalance rivals
like China.
o Eg: India's relief to Mozambique after Cyclone Idainin 2019 countered
China's influence in Africa.

Measures to institutionalize humanitarian diplomacy

Dedicated humanitarian wing: Establishing a specialized division under the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) to coordinate humanitarian outreach.

o Eg: Countries like Turkeysand Norway maintain‘dedicated humanitarian
agencies to streamline crisis responses.

. Enhanced multilateral engagement:Strengthening India’s role in global platforms
such as the UN Office forthe Coordination.of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA).

o Eg: India's participation in UN-led Gaza relief efforts in 2023 strengthened
its peacekeeping credibtlity.

Formalized legal framework: Enactment of a Humanitarian Assistance Act to
streamlineaesource allocation, response protocols, and coordination.

o [Eg: The Foreign'Assistance Act of the USA enables prompt and organized
humanitarian aid deployment.

Regional emergency response hubs: Establishing strategically located hubs to
ensure faster response in disaster-prone regions.

o nEg:India's role in forming the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Disaster Management
Centre in 2020.

. Technology-driven mechanism: Developing Al-based early warning systems and
geospatial tracking to predict crises and improve response efficiency.

o Eg: India's South Asia Satellite (2017) has been pivotal in assisting
neighbouring countries during disasters.

Key reforms for strategic coherence

Integration with development aid: Align humanitarian aid with long-term
development goals to foster economic stability.
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o Eg: India’s Line of Credit (LoC) to Maldives post-COVID ensured both
relief and infrastructure support.
2. Public-private partnership (ppp): Collaborating with Indian corporate giants and
NGOs to improve resources and capacity.
o Eg: India's partnership with TATA Group in oxygen supply chains during
COVID-19.
3. Crisis-responsive training modules: Establishing a cadre of diplomats skilled in
crisis diplomacy and humanitarian protocols.
o Eg: The Foreign Service Institute (FSI) can incorporate such training for
better crisis response.
4. Linking diaspora networks: Leveraging the Indian diaspora for effective crisis
response coordination.
o Eg: Indian communities in Canada and the UAE played a vital role in
coordinating COVID-19 relief supplies.
5. Strengthening Parliamentary oversight: Ensuring transparency.n aid.allocation
through dedicated committees.
o Eg: The Standing Committee on External Affairs ecan institutionalize
evaluation mechanisms.

Conclusion

Institutionalizing humanitarian diplomacy offers india a powerful tool to expand its strategic
influence while reinforcing its moral leadership. By adopting a structured, technology-driven,
and inclusive framework, India can ensure sustained diplomatic credibility on the global
stage.

Q. “The global multilateral order isdncreasingly being weaponized for national
interests”. Do you agree? Examine the implications for India’s role in
internationahinstitutionsyHowycan India push for reform in global governance
structukes? (15M)

Intreduction
A rules-based multilateral order is gradually morphing into a space of strategic contestation,
where global.institutions are increasingly becoming extensions of national ambitions.

Body

The global multilateral order is increasingly being weaponized for national interests

1. Unilateralism over consensus: Powerful states act outside multilateral consensus to
pursue self-interest.
o Eg: US withdrawal from UNESCO (2019) citing “anti-Israel bias,”
sidelining collective decisions.
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Norm-setting without representation: Dominant countries define norms excluding
Global South.
o Eg: OECD-led global tax rules (2021) excluded key voices from developing
nations including India.
Strategic use of veto power: P5 members block global consensus for geopolitical
leverage.
o EQ: Russia’s repeated vetoes on Syria resolutions in UNSC undermining
humanitarian action.
. Technology export controls as leverage: Export regimes are used to curb tech
access.
o Eg@: US CHIPS Act (2022) aims to restrict semiconductor tech flow to China,
affecting global supply chains.
Politicisation of health and climate bodies: Global crises are used to assert
influence.
o Eg: EU’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (2023) criticized by India
as a “climate tariff” in disguise.

Implications for India’s role in internationaldnstitutions

Reduced policy space: Unequal nerms limit India's sovereign choices in global
frameworks.
o Eg@: TRIPS waiver delay during COVID-19 impacted India’s pharma export
capabilities.
Stalled entry into key regimes: India’s global aspirations face systemic barriers.
o Eg: China blocks India’s NSG membership despite India's clean non-
proliferation record.
Marginalisation in crisis response: Dominant voices overshadow equitable crisis
solutions.
o “Eg: India's vaccine outreach in Africa was eclipsed in WHO narratives
dominated by Western aid programs.
Fragmentation of<focus: India forced to balance traditional multilateralism with new
coalitions.
o Eg: India prioritizing QUAD and BRICS as alternatives to ineffective UN
platforms.
Undermining reform momentum: Structural inequalities reduce India’s credibility
push.
o Eg: L.69 Group proposals on UNSC reform (India-backed) have seen
minimal traction due to P5 reluctance.

How can India push for reform in global governance structures

1. Champion inclusive representation: Institutionalise equal voice for Global South in

global bodies.
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o EQg: India’s successful pitch for African Union’s G20 membership (2023)
during its presidency.

. Advance institutional reforms agenda: Revive structured reform timelines and

diplomatic coalitions.
o Eg: India’s support for “Responsibility to Reform” campaign during
UNGA 2022.
Promote new multilateral platforms: Lead initiatives that reflect equitable global
values.

o Eg: Launch of Global Biofuel Alliance (2023) co-led by India with Brazil and

the US.
Leverage leadership in development finance: Push for IMF/World Bank reforms
aligned to contemporary realities.
o Eg: India backing IMF quota realignment talks{(2023 Annual Meetings,
Marrakech) to give more voice to emerging economies.
Mainstream digital and data governance: Build consensus for equitable digital
rules.
o Eg: India’s Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) framework endorsed by
over 50 nations during G20.

Conclusion

India stands at a pivotal juncture to reshape multilateralism through principled leadership,
strategic coalition-building, and a firm push for institutional democratisation in a rapidly

changing world.

Important Internatianal igstitutions, agencies and fora - their
structure, mandate:
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