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1. Consider the following pairs regarding fea-
tures associated with Stupa architecture:
1.	 Harmika : Relic chamber located at the 

base
2.	 Medhi : Elevated circular terrace for cir-

cumambulation
3.	 Torana : Ceremonial gateway
4.	 Anda : Hemispherical dome structure
How many of the above pairs are correctly 
matched? 
(a) Only one pair 
(b) Only two pairs 
(c) Only three pairs 
(d) All four pairs

2. With reference to the Ajanta caves, consid-
er the following statements:
1.	 The caves only belong to the Mahayana 

phase of Buddhism.
2.	 They exclusively contain Chaitya halls and 

lack Viharas.
3.	 The paintings predominantly use the tem-

pera technique.
Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

3. Consider the following statements regard-
ing Gandhara School of Art:
1.	 It primarily used grey sandstone as its me-

dium.
2.	 It showed significant Hellenistic (Gre-

co-Roman) influence.
3.	 The themes were exclusively Buddhist.
Which of the statements given above are cor-
rect? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

4. Which one of the following pairs of Philo-
sophical School and its founder/propo-
nent is correctly matched? 
(a) Vaisheshika : Kapila 
(b) Nyaya : Gautama 
(c) Samkhya : Kanada 
(d) Yoga : Jaimini

5. With reference to the Bhakti movement, 
consider the following statements:
1.	 It universally rejected idol worship and 

ritualism.
2.	 The Alvars and Nayanars were prominent 

early Bhakti saints in South India.
3.	 It emphasized devotion and love as the 

means to achieve salvation.
Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

6. Consider the following pairs: (Literary 
Work) - (Associated Language/Period)
1.	 Silappadikaram - Sangam Tamil Literature
2.	 Gita Govinda - Sanskrit
3.	 Padmavat - Awadhi
How many of the above pairs are correctly 
matched? 
(a) Only one pair 
(b) Only two pairs 
(c) All three pairs 
(d) None of the pairs
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7. The term ‘Pietra Dura’ refers to: 
(a) A style of miniature painting developed 

under the Mughals. 
(b) An architectural ornamentation technique 

involving inlay of precious stones. 
(c) A form of stucco decoration found in Sul-

tanate period monuments. 
(d) A structural element characteristic of Dra-

vidian temples.

8. Consider the following statements regard-
ing Kathakali dance:
1.	 It originated in the region of modern-day 

Kerala.
2.	 It traditionally depicts stories primarily 

from the Ramayana and Mahabharata.
3.	 Facial expressions (Mukhabhinaya) and 

hand gestures (Mudras) are central to its 
narrative style.

Which of the statements given above are cor-
rect? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

9. Consider the following pairs: 
(Traditional Craft/Textile) - (Region of Or-

igin)
1.	 Kalamkari Painting - Andhra Pradesh
2.	 Phulkari Embroidery - Punjab
3.	 Chikankari Work - Lucknow
How many of the above pairs are correctly 
matched? 
(a) Only one pair 
(b) Only two pairs 
(c) All three pairs 
(d) None of the pairs

10. With reference to the ‘Ashtadhyayi’, con-
sider the following statements:
1.	 It is a foundational text on Sanskrit gram-

mar.
2.	 It was authored by Panini.
3.	 It primarily deals with Vedic rituals and 

sacrifices.
How many of the statements given above is/
are correct? 
(a) Only one 
(b) Only two 
(c) All three 
(d) None

11. Consider the following statements regard-
ing Tholu Bommalata: 
1.	 It is a form of shadow puppetry of Andhra 

Pradesh.
2.	 Its earliest reference is found in literary 

works of Andhra Bhoj, Krishnadevaraya.
3.	 The narratives are drawn from Silappathi-

karam.
How many of the statements given above is/
are correct? 
(a)	 Only one 
(b)	 Only two 
(c)	 All three 
(d)	 None

12. Consider the following pairs: 
    Key Concept    : Literary work    
1. Origin of universe: Rig Veda 
2. Chaturvarna system: Atreya Brahmana
3. Bramhan is the ultimate reality: Jabala 

Upanishad 
Which of the pairs given above is/are correct? 
(a)	 Only one 
(b)	 Only two 
(c)	 All three 
(d)	 None
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13. Recently, the first ever International Pash-
mina festival was organised by:
(a) India 
(b) Nepal 
(c) Bhutan 
(d) Tibet 

14. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 Unlike Marble Temples built under the 

Chandela school, Solanki temples were 
carved out of monolithic granite.

2.	 Unlike Maru-Gurjara temples, temples of 
Khajuraho School were built in a special 
way so that morning sun rays fall directly 
on the garbhagriha.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 only 
(b)	 2 only 
(c)	 Both 1 and 2 
(d)	 Neither 1 nor 2 

15. Consider the following statements regard-
ing Warli Art: 
1.	 The paintings are always drawn with a 

circular mandala design at the centre sur-
rounded by figures represented by sticks 
and dots. 

2.	 The paintings are exclusively done on 
walls of religious places by drawing black 
motifs on a white clay background.

How many of the statements given above is/
are correct? 
(a)	 1 only 
(b)	 2 only 
(c)	 Both 1 and 2 
(d)	 Neither 1 nor 2 

16. Consider the following statements regard-
ing Mohiyattam: 
1.	 It depicts the dance of Shiva in the form 

‘Mohini’.
2.	 The earliest literary source of Mohiniyat-

tam is the Devi Bhagvata Purana, com-
posed in Sanskrit.

3.	 A blend of Malayalam and Sanskrit lan-
guages is used for narration during the 
performance.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a)	 2 only 
(b)	 1 and 3 only 
(c)	 1, 2 and 3 
(d)	 3 only 

17. Consider the following pairs: 
      Literary Work   :    Author
1. Shulbasutra : Baudhayana 
2. Aryabhatiya Bhasa : Aryabhatta 
2. Ganita Kaumudi : Bhoja Parmar
How many of the pairs given above are cor-
rect?
(a)	 Only one
(b)	 Only two
(c)	 All three 
(d)	 None 

18. Consider the following pairs regarding 
Fairs of India: 
Fair         : Celebrated in 
1. Shamlaji Fair : Gujarat 
2. Baneshwar Fair : Jharkhand 
3. Kolayat fair : Rajasthan 
4. Gangasagar Fair : West Bengal 
How many of the pairs given above are cor-
rect? 
(a)	 Only one 
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(b)	 Only two 
(c)	 Only three 
(d)	 All four 

19. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 Tumaini festival is the only festival to be 

held within a refugee camp.
2.	 The Tumaini festival received the Global 

Peace Award in 2024.
Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 only 
(b)	 2 only 
(c)	 Both 1 and 2 
(d)	 Neither 1 nor 2 

20. With reference to Sangameshwar Temple, 
consider the following statements: 
1.	 It is so named due to its construction at 

the confluence of the Krishna and Bhavan-
shi rivers.

2.	 Built under patronage of the Chola rulers, 
it features Shiva and Shakti as Ardhanar-
ishwar.

How many of the statement given above are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 only 
(b)	 2 only 
(c)	 Both 1 and 2 
(d)	 Neither 1 nor 2 

21. With reference to the Civil Registration 
System (CRS) and the RBD Act, 1969 (as 
amended in 2023), consider the following 
statements:
1.	 The Registrar General of India operates 

under the Ministry of Law and Justice to 
supervise the registration system.

2.	 Private hospitals are not authorized to re-

port births and deaths directly under CRS.
3.	 Data from CRS is auto-synced with pop-

ulation databases like NPR and central 
scheme records.

How many of the above given statements is/
are correct?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

22. The term “Particularly Sensitive Sea Area” 
(PSSA), recently recommended for the 
Coral Triangle, refers to:
(a) A maritime area designated by the UN-

FCCC for high carbon absorption by phy-
toplankton.

(b) A shipping-free zone mandated by the UN-
CLOS to prevent piracy.

(c) An area identified by the Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD) for ecosystem 
restoration funding.

(d) A marine area recognized by the Interna-
tional Maritime Organization (IMO) for 
special protection due to ecological, so-
cio-economic, or scientific importance.

23. Consider the following statements about 
Mahatma Jyotiba Phule:
1.	 He co-founded the Bombay Millhands As-

sociation to campaign for Dalit temple en-
try reforms.

2.	 He advocated the Filtration Theory in co-
lonial education policy, emphasizing elite 
education first.

3.	 He appeared before the Hunter Commis-
sion to argue for universal and practical 
education.

Which of the above give statements is/are 
correct?
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(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 3 only 

24. Consider the following statements:

Statement-I: Under the BNSS, first-time of-
fenders can be released on bail after serving 
one-third of their maximum sentence, exclud-
ing life and death penalty cases.

Statement-II: This provision was introduced 
to address the issue of overcrowded prisons 
and delayed trials affecting undertrial prison-
ers. 

Which one of the following is correct in re-
spect of the above statements?
a) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are cor-

rect and Statement-II is the correct expla-
nation for Statement-I

b) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are cor-
rect and Statement-II is not the correct ex-
planation for Statement-I

c) Statement-I is correct but Statement-II is 
incorrect

d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-II is 
correct

25. Which of the following is the species popu-
lation that navigates mudflats using strong 
pectoral fins, lives in intertidal zones, and 
is often considered a transitional organ-
ism between fish and amphibians?
(a) Axolotl
(b) Mudskipper
(c) Sea Lamprey
(d) Moray Eel

Passage:

A micropropagation protocol was recently 

developed for Eucalyptus grown in short-ro-
tation coppice cultivation and harvested for 
its foliar oil. Micropropagation induces so-
ma-clonal variation that manifests in more 
mature leaf morphologies such as increased 
foliar oil concentrations and lower specific 
leaf area (SLA). Lower SLA, rather than dif-
ferences in root allocation, is likely to be a 
key contributor to the lower relative growth 
rates observed in early sapling growth of mi-
cro-propagated clones. The coppice growth 
was so vigorous in the 12 months after 
de-topping that total above-ground biomass 
equalled that of the 27-month-old saplings, 
irrespective of propagation source. The mor-
phological distinction between leaves of mi-
cro-propagated and seed-derived plants was 
no longer evident in the coppice regrowth.

26. With reference to the above passage, 
which one of the following statements best 
explains its central idea?
a) The genetic changes caused by micropro�-

pagation offsets the morphological hin-
drances for oil density in leaves

b) Cloning of Eucalyptus is preferred only if 
the necessity of de-topping during cultiva-
tion is overcome

c) Micropropagation is unlikely to have major 
influence on yield of Eucalyptus in com-
parison with conventional cultivation

d) Seed derived plants have better foliage 
than micro-propagated varieties because 
cloning cannot imitate some advantages 
provided by natural processes

27. Lokesh invests a sum of money in a bank 
which gives a simple interest of 5% p.a. He 
invests twice the amount of money in an-
other bank which gives an interest of 3% 


