9
ii INSIGHTSIAS

INSTA 75 DAYS REVISION PLAN
FOR UPSC CSE PRELIMS 2024

INSTA TEST: DAY - 16

SUBJECT : ENVIRONMENT & ECOLOGY

o

www.insightsonindia.com



1. With reference to critically endangered
species in India, which one of the following
pairs is correctly matched?

(a) Caracal - Western Ghats

(b) Golden Langur - Palani Hills

(c) Hoolock Gibbon - North-East India
(d) Lion-tailed macaque - Sundarbans

2. Consider the following statements:

1. The Biological Diversity Act, 2002, man-
dates prior approval from the National
Biodiversity Authority (NBA) for foreign
entities to use Indian biological resourc-
es.

2. The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972,
includes provisions for declaring Com-
munity Reserves but excludes private
land ownership in such areas.

3. The Forest Rights Act, 2006, overrides
the Indian Forest Act, 1927, in matters of
tribal land rights within protected areas.

How many of the statements given above is/

are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

3. With reference to the Montreux Record,
which of the following statements is/are
correct?

1. Itis aregister of wetlands under the
Ramsar Convention facing ecological
threats.

2. Chilika Lake was removed from the Re-
cord after successful restoration efforts.

3. No Indian wetland currently features in
this Record.

Select the correct answer using the code be-

low:

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2,and 3
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4. Which of the following statements is correct
regarding the recently discovered “White
Hydrogen Deposits”?

(a) White hydrogen deposits are a primary
source of atmospheric methane, contrib-
uting significantly to global warming.

(b) The extraction of white hydrogen yields
large quantities of solid carbon byprod-
ucts, requiring extensive disposal sites.

(c) White hydrogen deposits are formed
through the direct conversion of nitrogen
gas by photosynthetic bacteria within
deep-sea vents.

(d) White hydrogen deposits offer a potential
source of clean energy, with water as the
primary byproduct of its combustion.

5. Consider the following statements about
the Ramsar Convention:

1. India has the highest number of Ramsar
sites in Asia.

2. A wetland must demonstrate interna-
tional importance for migratory birds to
qualify as a Ramsar site.

3. Urban wetlands cannot be designated as
Ramsar sites.

4. All tiger reserves with wetland ecosys-
tems automatically qualify as Ramsar
sites.

How many of the statements given above is/

are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) None

6. The genetic diversity of an organism con-

tributes to biodiversity conservation by:

1. Enabling adaptation to changing environ-
mental conditions

2. Preventing the spread of diseases
through resistant varieties

3. Preserving unique traits that may have
future ecological significance

4. Maintaining ecosystem stability through
functional redundancy

Select the correct answer using the code giv-

en below:

(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 4 only

(c) 1,2 and 3 only

(d)1,2,3and 4
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7. Recently, the term “30 x 30” initiative was

seen in news. It refers to:

(a) An initiative to restore 30% of degraded
ecosystems by 2030

(b) A global target to protect 30% of land
and sea areas by 2030

(c) A commitment to reduce biodiversity
loss by 30% before 2030

(d) A plan to increase representation of
indigenous communities by 30% in con-
servation governance by 2030

8. The “Vulture Action Plan 2025” focuses on:
1. Banning veterinary use of diclofenac.
2. Establishing captive breeding centres.
3. Creating “vulture safe zones” near tiger
reserves.
Select the correct answer using the code be-
low:
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2,and 3

9. The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Com-
mittee (GEAC) is constituted under which
Act?

(a) Biological Diversity Act, 2002

(b) Environment (Protection) Act, 1986
(c) Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006
(d) Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972

10. “Voyage of Iguanas” recently in news re-
fers to:

(a) A conservation initiative for translocat-
ing endangered iguanas to protected
islands.

(b) The natural migration pattern of marine
iguanas in Galapagos.

(c) How iguanas travelled from Americas to
Fiji Islands.

(d) A documentary film on iguana conserva-
tion efforts globally.

11. Consider the following statements re-
garding Nandankanan Zoological Park:

1. Itis asite for successful captive breeding
of Gharial and Indian pangolin.

2. It is the only zoo in India to have Patas
monkey and Open-billed stork.

3. Itis a member of the World Association

of Zoos and Aquariums.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
(@) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1and 2 only
(d) 1,2and 3
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12. Consider the following statements:
1. Gibbons inhabit tropical and subtropical
forests in Southeast Asia.

2. The Global Gibbon Network is organised
by IUCN.
3. The Hollongapar Gibbon Sanctuary is

home to India’s only ape and Gibbon spe-
cies, the Hoolock Gibbons.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3

13. Consider the following pairs regarding Ti-
ger Reserves of India:

Tiger Reserve (TR Locatio
Sanjay Dubri TR Maharashtra
Ratapani TR Madhya Pradesh
Periyar TR Tamil Nadu

How many of the pairs given above are cor-
rect?

(@) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

14. Which of the following is a potential source
of Teal carbon?
(a) Seagrass beds
(b) Sacred groves
(c) Volcanic eruptions
(d) Non tidal freshwater wetlands

15. Consider the following statements:

1. Kelpsare species of photosynthetic brown
algae.

2. Kelp forests are restricted to warm waters
in the equatorial region.

3. Kelps are keystones species in aquatic

ecosystems where they grow.
How many of the statements given above is/
are correct?
(@) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

instacourses.insightsonindia.com




16. Consider the following statements:

1. Indian Star Tortoises are endemic to the
Indian subcontinent.

2. The Elongated Tortoise is a critically en-
dangered species that inhabits mangrove
forests.

3. The Olive Ridley turtle is a carnivorous
species whose population is restricted to
warm waters of the Indian Ocean.

How many of the statements given above is/

are correct?

(@) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

17. Consider the following organisms:

1. Octopus

2. Cuttlefish

3. Jellyfish

How many of the above are categorised as
Cephalopods?

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 3 only

(d) 2 only

18. Consider the following statements:
Statement - I:

Species richness in oceans decreases from the
equator towards the poles.

Statement - II:

Generally, species richness has a positive cor-
relation with primary productivity of oceans.

Which of the following is correct in respect of

the above statements?

(a) Both Statement -I and Statement -II are
correct and Statement -II explains State-
ment -1

(b) Both Statement -I and Statement -II are
correct but Statement -II does not explain
Statement -1

(c) Statement- I is correct but Statement -II is
incorrect

(d) Statement- I is incorrect but Statement -11
is correct
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19. Consider the following statements:

1. Fishing catis a nocturnal animal.

2. Fishing cat is endemic to the Sundarban
mangroves in West Bengal and Bangla-
desh.

3. Shrimp farming is a threat to Fishing cat
population in India.

4. Fishing cat is protected under Schedule I
of Wildlife Protection Act 1972.

How many of the statements given above is/

are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) All four

20. Consider the following pairs:

Report Published by
Protected Planet Report WWE
2024

World Meteoro-

Global Carbon Budget logical Organisa-
Report tion (WMO)

Emissions Gap Report UNEP

How many of the pairs given above are cor-

rect?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

With reference to the Budapest Convention,
consider the following statements

1. Itis the only legally binding international
treaty that specifically addresses cyber-
crime and electronic evidence.

2. The Convention was developed by the
Council of Europe and is open to non-Eu-
ropean countries as well.

3. India has not joined the Convention.

Which of the statements given above are cor-

rect?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
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22. Consider the following statements regard-

ing Annapurti:

1. Itis India’s first automated grain dis-
pensing machine launched as part of the
Public Distribution System.

2. The initiative was launched through a
partnership between the World Food Pro-
gramme and the Government of Odisha.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

23. Which of the following best explains

the phenomenon of pyrocumulonimbus

clouds?

(a) High-altitude ice clouds formed due to
temperature inversion in polar regions

(b) Thunderstorm-like clouds generated by
intense surface heat from wildfires or
volcanic eruptions, capable of triggering
dry lightning

(c) Low-pressure cyclonic systems formed
due to rapid ocean surface warming near
equatorial regions

(d) Large cumulonimbus clouds that bring
heavy rainfall during pre-monsoon con-
vection in the Indian subcontinent

24. Which of the following best describes a

waterspout?

(a) A spiral ocean current caused by tidal tur-
bulence near the continental shelf

(b) A rotating column of air and mist over
water, sometimes associated with severe
thunderstorms

(c) A coastal upwelling phenomenon caused
by underwater volcanic activity

(d) A narrow jet of water ejected into the at-
mosphere during seismic sea-level shifts
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25. With reference to the Global Environ-

ment Facility (GEF), consider the following

statements:

1. The GEF was established during the 1992
Rio Earth Summit as a multilateral fund-
ing mechanism for global environmental
action.

2. Itprovides funding to implement inter-
national conventions such as the UNFCCC
and the Stockholm Convention on Per-
sistent Organic Pollutants (POPs).

3. India’s COHABITAT Project under GEF
funding focuses on conserving marine
biodiversity in the Bay of Bengal.

Which of the statements given above are cor-

rect?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

Passage:

Everywhere [ look, I see stats about how there
are either too many black people or too few of
us in whatever state of existence we've decid-
ed is topical. There are stats about how few
women there are in STEM and a cherry-picked
list of desirable professions. There’s the in-
explicably persistent gender pay gap narra-
tive, which has been repeatedly debunked
by such sexist publications as Harvard (a
female professor at Harvard, to be specific)
and Forbes (in an article written by anoth-
er female academic). And Thomas Sowell (a
black economist) has been admonishing the
western world since the 80s, about the inac-
curacies (and dangerousness) of the way we
dishonestly politicise disparities in income
and opportunity, across race and gender. But |
digress... because I don’t have a problem with
these statistics, nor am I even here (solely) to
debate their validity. It's what we—humans—
do with these statistics that really bothers me.
We abuse them with this new-found exalta-
tion of subjectivity. We turn victimhood into
a mechanism for attaining disproportionate-
ly large power, then do what humans do best
when we wield too much power—abuse it.
So, we say, “evil, therefore the fact there aren’t
more black CEOs must be the fault of white
people.” Or we say, “gorillas, so the fact that
there aren’t more women in STEM must be
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the fault of men.” We proclaim that gender
and race are social constructs, completely re-
moved from science and reality. Women, men
and people of different races are perfectly uni-
form in all abilities, interests and aptitudes.
Thisis anincredibly subjective stance to take...
but let’s entertain it for a minute. If this were
true, then there’d be absolutely no need for
diversity. If we are all uniform, then we are all
interchangeable. If we acknowledge diversity,
we must also acknowledge lack of uniformity.
And if we acknowledge lack of uniformity, we
must also acknowledge inequalities of ability.
The mistake we make is that our prejudices
cause us to value some abilities more than
others—and we are simplistic enough to as-
sume that being less skilled in these abilities
makes people less valuable too.

26. What is the author trying to convey by
quoting scholars like Thomas Sewell and
Harvard publications?

a) Statistics regarding gender pay gap etc can
be misleading. We have politicized gender
and race issues in an unfair manner

b) Individual’s feelings on matters with unin
versal consequences are more important
than the construction of universally com-
prehensible and verifiable standards.

c) If we acknowledge diversity, we must also
acknowledge lack of uniformity. And if we
acknowledge lack of uniformity, we must
also acknowledge inequalities of ability.

d) Gender and race are social constructs,
completely removed from science and
reality

27. The percent profit made when an article

is sold for Rs.56 is thrice as when it is sold
for Rs.42. What is the profit percentage if
the article sold at Rs.56?

a) %25

b) %60

c) %40

d) %20
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28. How much percentage more with respect
to the previous bill a consumer must pay
when Goods and Services Tax was raised
from 5% to 18%?

a) 13.18%
b) 18.26%
c) %12.38
d) 11.26%

29. Rs.4692 is divided among 6 men, 8 wom-
en and 10 children. The ratio of share of a
man, a woman and a child is 5:4:3. What is
the share of a child?

a) Rs.303
b) Rs.306
c) Rs.159
d) Rs.153

30. Three partners A, B and C invested their
amounts in ratio of 2: 5: 7. At the end of 6
months, ‘A’ added some more amount such
that his investment become equals to half
of sum of ‘B’ and ‘C’ initial investment. If at
the end of the year, B’s share in profit is Rs
4250, then find the total profit?

a) Rs 12500
b) Rs 13600
c) Rs 18400
d) Rs 10500
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