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1. Consider the following statements:
Statement - I:

One-third of the members of the Legislative
Council is nominated by members of Legisla-
tive Assembly from amongst themselves.
Statement - II:

The maximum strength of Legislative Coun-
cil is fixed at one-third of total strength of the
Legislative Assembly of a state.

Which of the following is correct in respect of

the above statements?

(a) Both Statement -I and Statement -II are
correct and Statement -II explains State-
ment -1

(b) Both Statement -1 and Statement -II are
correct but Statement -II does not explain
Statement -1

(c) Statement- I is correct but Statement -II is
incorrect

(d) Statement- I is incorrect but Statement -11
is correct

2. Consider the following statements:

1. The powers of the Gram Sabha are deter-
mined by the respective state legislature.

2. The members of the Panchayat at dis-
trict level are elected indirectly by elected
members of the village and intermediate
levels from amongst themselves.

3. Seats are reserved for women for the post
of chairperson in all three levels of the
panchayat.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

3. Regarding passage of bills in a bicameral
state legislature, consider the following
statements:

1. Both Ordinary bills and Money bills can
be introduced in the Legislative Assembly
only.

2. An ordinary bill can be held by the Leg-
islative Council for a maximum period of
one month after which the bill shall be
deemed to have been passed by both the
Houses.

3. There is no provision for a joint sitting in
case of money bill as well as ordinary bills.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct?

www.insightsonindia.com

?

(@) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

4. Consider the following statements:

1. All the members of the District Plan-
ning Committee are nominated by elect-
ed members of district Panchayats from
amongst themselves.

2. The members of a Metropolitan Planning
Committee are selected by chairpersons of
municipalities and Panchayats in the met-
ropolitan area from amongst themselves.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

5. Consider the following statements:

1. An act of the State legislature applies to
scheduled area only under direction of the
president.

2. The members of Tribes Advisory Council
are nominated by the president.

3. It is the duty of the Governor to submit
annual report on administration of Sched-
uled areas to the president.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct?

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3

6. Consider the following statements:

7.

1. Municipal councillors are directly elected
by people of municipal cities.

2. The Mayor of Municipal Corporation is
elected for one year term in all states.

3. The Municipal Commissioner is appointed
by the state government.

How many of the statements given above is/

are correct?

(@) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

With reference to Autonomous Districts
under the Sixth Schedule, consider the fol-

lowing statements:
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1. Each autonomous district has a district
Council whose members are nominated
by the state legislature.

2. Any alteration in the area of autonomous
districts can be done by the Governor.
Which of the statements given above is/are

correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

8. With reference to Lapsing of bills on disso-
lution of the Legislative Assembly, consid-
er the following statements:

1. ABill passed by the Assembly but pending
in the Council lapses.

2. A bill that originated in the Assembly but
is pending in the house does not lapse.

3. A bill pending in the Council but not
passed by the Assembly does not lapse.
How many of the above statements are cor-

rect?

(@) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

9. Consider the following statements:

1. The Central Council of Local Government
(CCLG) was constituted under the 73rd
Constitutional Amendment Act 1992.

2. CCLG is headed by the Prime Minister of
India.

3. CCLG is an advisory body to review the
work done by local bodies with Central
funds.

How many of the statements given above is/

are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None

10. Consider the following statements:

1. The issue of disqualification of a member
of state legislature under provisions of
Representation of People Act 1951 can be
decided by the President only.

2. The question of disqualification of a mem-
ber of the Legislative Council under the
Tenth schedule of the Constitution is de-
cided by Chairman of the Legislative As-
sembly.

?

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

11. With reference to the Legislative Council of
a State, consider the following statements:
1. A state can create or abolish a Legislative

Council by a simple majority resolution in
its Legislative Assembly.

2. The final decision regarding creation or
abolition of a Legislative Council rests
with the Parliament.

3. The strength of a Legislative Council can
be as high as 40% of the strength of the
Legislative Assembly.

Which of the statements given above is/are

correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 3 only

(d) 2 and 3 only

12. Which of the following statements about
the State Legislature is incorrect?

(a) The Advocate-General has the right to
speak in the State Legislature without be-
ing its member

(b) The maximum strength of Legislative As-
sembly is fixed at 500 members

(c) The Governor can nominate up to 1/6th of
the total members in the Legislative Coun-
cil

(d) In case of a conflict between Legislative
Assembly and Legislative Council, a joint
sitting can be convened to resolve the
deadlock

13. In which of the following exceptional cirl
cumstances can a Legislative Assembly’s
term be extended beyond 5 years?

(a) If the Governor feels that the ruling party
needs more time to complete its develop-
ment agenda

(b) If the Chief Minister advises the Governor
to extend the term due to pending impor-
tant legislation

(c) Only during a national emergency pro-
claimed under Article 352

(d) During both national emergency under
Article 352 and state emergency under
Article 356



14. The “principle of subsidiarity” in the con-

text of local governance implies that:

(a) Local governments must be financially de-
pendent on higher levels of government

(b) Functions should be performed by the
lowest level of government capable of per-
forming them efficiently

(c) Urban and rural local bodies must have
equal powers and functions

(d) Higher levels of government should retain
supervisory authority over all decisions
made by local bodies

15. Consider the following statements regard-
ing the evolution of local self-governance
in India:

1. The Mayo Resolution of 1870 focused pri-
marily on financial decentralization.

2. The Royal Commission on Decentraliza-
tion (1907) recommended strengthening
the village panchayats.

3. The Government of India Act, 1935 trans-
ferred local self-government to provincial
control.

4. The Balwant Rai Mehta Committee rec-
ommended a three-tier Panchayati Raj
system.

How many of the statements given above are

correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) All four

16. Consider the following statements regard-

ing the State Finance Commission:

1. It can recommend principles governing
the distribution of financial resources
between the State Government and local
bodies.

2. Its recommendations, once accepted by
the Governor, are binding on both the
state government and local bodies.

3. Itis constituted every five years or earlier,
as deemed necessary by the Governor.

4. Itis mandated to review measures needed
to improve the financial position of local
bodies.

How many of the statements given above is/

are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) All four
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17.

18.

19.

The implementation of the “Urban Infra-

structure Development Scheme for Small

and Medium Towns (UIDSSMT)” directly

involves which of the following local gov-

ernance mechanisms?

1. Direct fund transfer to Municipal Corpora-
tions

2. State-level nodal agencies

3. District Planning Committees

4. Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs)

Select the correct answer using the code giv-

en below:

(a) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 4 only

(c) 1,2 and 4 only

(d) 2, 3 and 4 only

Consider the following statements regard-

ing the classification of areas under the

Fifth Schedule of the Indian Constitution:

1. The President can declare an area as
Scheduled Area after consulting the Gov-
ernor of the state concerned.

2. The Dhebar Commission established cri-
teria for declaring areas as Scheduled Ar-
eas.

3. The Constitution explicitly defines the pa-
rameters for identifying Scheduled Areas.

4. Once declared as a Scheduled Area, its
boundaries cannot be altered without a
constitutional amendment.

How many of the statements given above are

correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) All four

Which of the following best describes the

fundamental difference between the Fifth

and Sixth Schedules of the Indian Consti-

tution in terms of tribal self-governance?

(a) The Fifth Schedule provides greater au-
tonomy to tribal communities than the
Sixth Schedule

(b) The Sixth Schedule recognizes tribal cus-
tomary laws while the Fifth Schedule does
not

(c) The Sixth Schedule creates autonomous
governance structures while the Fifth
Schedule relies on state administration
with tribal advisory mechanisms

(d) The Fifth Schedule applies to mainland In-
dia while the Sixth Schedule is exclusively
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for island territories

20. The Supreme Court’s judgment in Sama-
tha v. State of Andhra Pradesh (1997) is
significant because it:

(a) Extended the provisions of the Sixth
Schedule to the Fifth Schedule areas

(b) Invalidated the transfer of tribal land to
private parties for mining in Fifth Sched-
ule areas

(c) Established the principle that Governors
cannot modify central laws in Scheduled
Areas

(d) Recognized the exclusive rights of Tribal
Advisory Councils to manage forest re-
sources

21. With reference to the Climate Finance Ac-
tion Fund (CFAF), consider the following
statements
1. Itisaimed at supporting developing coun-

tries in climate mitigation, adaptation, and

achieving their Nationally Determined

Contributions (NDCs).

It will be capitalised initially with contri-

butions from fossil fuel-producing coun-

tries and companies.

It will be headquartered in Baku, Azerbai-

jan.

The fund is managed by the United Na-

tions Framework Convention on Climate

Change (UNFCCC) Secretariat.

How many of the above statements are cor-

rect?

(a) Only two

(b) Only three

(c) All four

(d) Only one

22. With reference to the Global Conclave
on Plastic Recycling and Sustainability
(GCPRS), consider the following state-
ments

1. It is an initiative organized by the Minis-
try of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change to promote circular economy in
plastics.

2. The conclave is aimed at fostering collab-

oration among industry stakeholders for
sustainable plastic practices.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?
(a) 1 only

?

(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

23. With reference to the GROWTH-India Tel-
escope, consider the following statements
1. ItisIndia’s first fully robotic telescope and

is located at the Indian Astronomical Ob-

servatory in Ladakh.

[t is operated jointly by IIT Bombay and

the Indian Space Research Organisation

(ISRO).

[t specializes in time-domain astronomy

and is part of an international initiative to

observe cosmic transients.

Which of the statements given above are cor-

rect?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2,and 3

24. With reference to the Foreigners Tribu-
nals in India, consider the following state-
ments
1. They are quasi-judicial bodies established

under the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order,

1964, framed under the Foreigners Act,

1946.

The Foreigners Tribunals are currently

operational only in Assam.

A Foreigners Tribunal has the power to

summon witnesses and require the pro-

duction of documents, similar to a civil
court.

A Foreigners Tribunal is mandated to de-

liver its verdict within 60 days from the

date of reference by the concerned au-
thority.

How many of the above statements are cor-

rect?

(a) Only two

(b) Only three

(c) All four

(d) Only one

3.

4,

25. With reference to the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC), consider the following
statements
1. Itis an ad-hoc body constituted under the

Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Busi-
ness in Lok Sabha.



2. It has the power to summon documents,
witnesses, and experts for in-depth exam-
ination of evidence relevant to the issue it
is tasked with.

3. The recommendations of the committee
are binding on the government.

4. Members of the committee are drawn only
from the Lok Sabha.

How many of the above statements are cor-

rect?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) All four

26. Reality TV has dominated our screens for

more than twenty years now. Thousands
of people have become subject to the fame
that follows the brief periods spent on
cooking programmes, talent shows, being
locked in houses, and being left on desert
islands. For very few of them it has changed
their lives for the better in the long term,
providing them with new career opportu-
nities and good income. What about the
rest? Well, the fame does eventually fade
away, but while it lasts it has its benefits as
well as problems.

Without doubt, for the minority who benefit
from reality TV fame in terms of career and
finances, the advantages probably outweigh
the disadvantages. People who step up to be
on programmes like these generally tend to
be aware that they will be recognized in pub-
lic, so when they are, they probably do not
see it as a disadvantage. Recognition may well
have been one of their original motives for
going on a reality show. However, many may
have insecurities about the position they now
hold, about whether they truly deserve it and
whether other people think the same way of
them.

It is the other ninety-nine percent who end
up with the shorter end of the stick though. At
first people might stop and ask them for self-
ies, which can be fun, and perhaps they will
be asked to a lot of parties for a while. How-
ever, in the following months, people who rec-
ognize them might also start criticizing them
in public or troll them online. All of this could
be without the benefit of money or a new ca-
reer. Going back to normal life can be difficult
when the selfies stop.
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Being a reality star is a strange kind of fame.
People recognize you, but they also see you as
an ‘ordinary’ person. You occupy the middle
ground between being famous and not be-
ing famous. People who have been on reality
shows may have done or said embarrassing
things that are now forever recorded on the
Internet for the world to see and poke fun at;
or they may have been cast as a villain by the
production staff, causing negative reactions
from strangers. All in all, fame from a reality
show probably has more disadvantages than
advantages. People should think twice be-
fore they decide to take the plunge. It might
change their life, but it is all the more likely to
lead to nowhere.
Which of the following inferences is logical
based on the passage?
a. Majority of reality TV stars go onto have
successful careers in the limelight.
b. Reality stars who do not start a new career
can end up disillusioned with fame
c. Being invited to parties is worth starring in
areality TV show.
d. None of the above

27. Percent Profit earned by two companies

producing electronic equipment’s from
the year 2012 to 2017.

Profit % for ayear = {(Revenue - Investment)/
Investment} x 100

Profit = Revenue - Investment

Profit % of P and Q

70

60

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
w=@==Company P 40 60 30 25 50 45
«=@==Company Q 45 25 30 60 20 40

«=@=—Company P ==@==Company Q

Company P invested Rs. 9,21,600 in the year
2018. The revenue of P in the year 2018

was equal to the revenue of Q in 2015 in which
Q had invested Rs. 7.2 lakh. Find the

profit percent of company P in the year 2018.

a..20%

b. %25

c. %15

d. %30
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28.

29.

30.

This year, the cost of a Tomato increased
by 20% over that of the last year. Last year
a Tomato costed Rs.10 and a Potato costed
Rs.5. This year it costs Rs.11 more to buy 5
Potato and 3 Tomato. Find the percentage
increase in the price of the Potato.

a.. 4%

b. %15

c. %27

d. %20

If the number of candidates who are at or
above the 90th percentile overall and also
at or above the 80th percentile in all three
sections in JEE is actually a multiple of 5,
what is the number of candidates who are
at or above the 90th percentile overall and
at or above the 80th percentile in both P
and M in JEE?

a. 40

b. 50

c. 60

d. 70

X and Y entered in a partnership business
in which Y invested Rs.

50,000. At the end of 4 months Y withdrew Rs.
7500 and at the end of another 5

months he again withdrew Rs. 9000. X had
left his investment intact, then what

was his investment if at the end of one - year
he received 40% of the total profit?

a.. 27500

b. Rs. 32000

c. Rs. 28500

d. Rs. 31500




SOLUTIONS

1. Solution: D

Of the total number of members of a legislative
Council:
e 1/3 are elected by members of local bod-
ies in the state
e 1/12 are elected by graduates of 3 years
standing and residing within the state
e 1/12 are elected by teachers of 3 years
standing in the state not lower than stand-
ard of secondary school
e 1/3 are elected by members of the
Legislative Assembly of the state from
amongst persons who are not mem-
bers of the assembly
e The remainder are nominated by the
Governor from persons who have special
knowledge of literature, science, arts and
social service
Hence statement 1 is incorrect
e Unlike members of Legislative Assembly
the members of the Legislative Council are
indirectly elected
¢ The maximum strength of the Council is
fixed at one third of total strength of the
assembly and the minimum strength is
fixed at 40.
e The size of the Council depends on size of
the Assembly of the concerned state.
Hence statement 2 is correct

2. Solution: C

e The 73rd Amendment Act of 1992 pro-
vides for Gram Sabha as foundation of the
Panchayati Raj system in the country

e The Gram Sabha consists of persons regis-
tered in the electoral rolls of a village com-
prised within area of the panchayat at the
village level

e The Gram Sabha may exercise such
powers and performs such functions at
the village level as the legislature of a
state determines.

Hence statement 1 is correct

e All the members of panchayat at the vil-
lage, intermediate and district levels are
elected directly by the people.

Hence statement 2 is incorrect

e The act provides for reservation of not
less than one-third of the total number of
seats for women
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e Also, not less than one- third of the to-
tal number of offices of chai persons in
the panchayats at each level are to be
reserved for women.

Hence statement 3 is correct

3. Solution: A

e An ordinary bill can originate in either
House of the state legislature (in case of a
bicameral legislature).

e A money bill can always be introduced in
the Legislative Assembly and not in Legis-
lative Council (in case of bicameral Legis-
lature).

Hence statement 1 is incorrect

e An ordinary bill after being passed by the
Assembly, is transmitted to the council, in
case of bicameral Legislature.

e If the Assembly rejects the bill or any of
the amendments suggested by the Council
or the Council does not take action for 3
months, then the Assembly may pass the
bill and transmit again it to the Council.

e If the Council rejects the bill again or
passes the bill with amendments not ac-
ceptable to the Assembly or does not pass
the bill within one month, then the bill is
considered to have been passed by both
houses in the form in which it was passed
by the Assembly.

e Hence the council can detain an ordi-
nary bill for a maximum period of four
months.

Hence statement 2 is incorrect

e Unlike the Parliament, the Constitution
does not provide for a joint sitting to
resolve a deadlock between two hous-
es of the state legislature, either for a
money bill or ordinary bill.

Hence statement 3 is correct

4. Solution: D

e The 74th Amendment Act of 1992 pro-
vides that each state shall constitute at
the district level, a District Planning Com-
mittee to consolidate the plans prepared
by panchayats and municipalities in the
district and to prepare plan for the district
as a whole.

e The act provides that four-fifths of the
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members of such a committee should
be elected by elected members of the
district Panchayat and municipalities
in the district from amongst them-
selves.

Hence statement 1 is incorrect

The 74th Amendment Act of 1992 pro-
vides for constitution of Metropolitan
Planning Committee in every metropol-
itan area to prepare a draft development
plan.

The act lays down that two thirds of the
members of a Metropolitan Planning Com-
mittee should be elected by the elected
members of the municipalities and chair-
persons of the panchayats in the Metro-
politan area from amongst themselves
The representation of these members in
the committee should be in proportion to
the ratio between the population of the
municipalities and the panchayats in that
Metropolitan area.

Hence statement 2 is incorrect

5. Solution: C

The Fifth schedule of the Constitution
deals with scheduled areas.

The president is empowered to declare an
area to be a scheduled area.

The Governor is empowered to direct
that any particular act of the parliament
or the state legislature does not apply to a
scheduled area or apply with special mod-
ifications and exceptions.

Each state having Scheduled areas has
to establish a Tribes Advisory Council
to advise on welfare and advancement of
the scheduled tribes; it is to consist of 20
members, 3/4th of whom are to be repre-
sentatives of the scheduled tribes in the
State Legislative Assembly.

Hence statement 1 and 2 are incorrect

The Executive power of a state extends to
the Scheduled areas therein.

But the Governor has a special responsi-
bility regarding such areas.

The Governor has to submit a report
to the president regarding administra-
tion of such areas annually or whenev-
er so required by the president.

Hence statement 3 is correct

6. Solution: B

Municipal corporations are created for ad-
ministration of big cities.

A Municipal Corporation has three author-
ities- the council, the standing committees
and the commissioner.

The council is the deliverative and legisla-
tive wing of the corporation; it consists of
councillors directly elected by the peo-
ple as well as few nominated persons hav-
ing knowledge or experience of municipal
administration.

Hence statement 1 is correct

The council is headed by a Mayor.

The Mayor is assisted by a Deputy Mayor.
The Mayor is elected in a majority of
the states for a 1 year renewable term
but not one year in all the states.

Hence statement 2 is incorrect

The Municipal Commissioner is respon-
sible for the implementation of the deci-
sions taken by the Council and its standing
committees

The Commissioner is the chief executive
authority of the Corporation

He is appointed by the state govern-
ment and is generally a member of the In-
dian Administrative Service.

Hence statement 3 is correct

7. Solution: B

The Sixth schedule of the Constitution
deals with autonomous districts in the
tribal areas in the North Eastern states of
Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.
Each autonomous district has a district
Council consisting of 30 members of
whom 26 are elected on the basis of
adult franchise and the remaining four
are nominated by the Governor.

The elected members hold office for 5
years and the nominated members hold
office during pleasure of the Governor.

Hence statement 1 is incorrect

The tribal areas in the four states of As-
sam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram
have been constituted as autonomous dis-
tricts.

The Governor is empowered to organise
and reorganise the autonomous districts.
The Governor can increase or decrease
areas or change names or define
boundaries of these districts.

Hence statement 2 is correct



8. Solution: B

The Legislative Council being a permanent house
is not subject to dissolution; only the Legislative
Assembly is subject to dissolution the position
with respect to lapsing of bills on dissolution of
the assembly:

e ABill passed by the Assembly but pending
in the Council lapses

e A bill pending in the Council but not
passed by the Assembly does not lapse.

e A bill passed by the Assembly or passed
by both houses but pending assent of the
Governor or president does not lapse.

e Abillin passed by the Assembly or by both
houses but returned by the president for
reconsideration of the House(s) does not
lapse

Hence statements 1 and 3 are correct

e Abill pending in the Legislative Assembly
(whether originating in the Assembly or
transmitted to it by the council), lapses
on dissolution of the Council.

Hence statement 2 is incorrect

9. Solution: A

e The Central Council of Local Government
(CCLG) was set up in 1954

e [t was constituted under Article 263 of
the Constitution of India by an order of the
president.

e [t consists of the Minister for Housing
and Urban Affairs in the Government of
India and the ministers for local self gov-
ernments in states.

e The Union Minister acts as the chair-
man of the Council.

Hence statement 1 and 2 are incorrect

e The CCLG is an advisory body.

e It considers and recommends the policy
matters to local governments.

e [t also recommends regarding Central fi-
nancial assistance and reviews the work
done by local bodies with the central fi-
nancial assistance.

Hence statement 3 is correct

10.Solution: D

e The Parliament has prescribed certain
disqualifications in the Representation of
People Act 1951 for members of the state
legislature.

e These are similar to that of the Parliament
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e On the question whether a member of the
state legislature has become subject to
any of the disqualifications under provi-
sions of the act, the decision of the Gov-
ernor is final

e However the governor should obtain
opinion of the Election Commission and
act accordingly.

Hence statement 1 is incorrect

e The constitution lays down that a person
shall be disqualified for being a member
of either House of state legislature if he is
so disqualified on the ground of Defection
under provisions of the Tenth schedule

e The question of disqualification under
the Tenth schedule is decided by the
Chairman in case of Legislative Council
and Speaker in case of Legislative As-
sembly

e The Supreme Court has ruled that the de-
cision of the Chairman or Speaker in this
regard is subject to judicial review.

Hence statement 2 is incorrect

11.Solution: B

The Legislative Council, or Vidhan Parishad,
serves as the upper house in states of India that
have opted for a bicameral legislature.
According to Article 169 of the Constitution of
India, the process to create or abolish a Legis-
lative Council requires a resolution passed by
the State Legislative Assembly with a special
majority, which means it must be support-
ed by a majority of the total membership of
the Assembly and by a majority of not less than
two-thirds of the members present and voting.
After this, the resolution is presented to the Par-
liament, which can then pass a law to effect the
creation or abolition.

Hence, statement 1 is incorrect.

The resolution passed by the State Legislative
Assembly for the creation or abolition of a
Legislative Council must be approved by both
houses of the Parliament and then receive the
assent of the President of India.

Hence, statement 2 is correct.

The maximum strength of the Legislative Coun-
cil is fixed at one-third of the total strength of
the Legislative Assembly, with a minimum of 40
members.

Hence, statement 3 is incorrect.

12.Solution: D
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The State Legislature operates either as a unicam-
eral or bicameral body, depending on the state. In
bicameral states, it comprises the Legislative As-
sembly (Vidhan Sabha) and the Legislative Coun-
cil (Vidhan Parishad).

Article 177 of the Indian Constitution grants
the Advocate-General of a state the right to
speak in, and participate in, the proceedings
of both Houses of the State Legislature, as well
as in any committee of the Legislature of which
they may be a member, without the right to vote.
Hence, statement 1 is correct.

The Constitution of India stipulates that a
State Legislative Assembly must have no few-
er than 60 and no more than 500 members.
However, exceptions exist for states like Goa,
Sikkim, Mizoram, and the Union Territory of
Puducherry, which have fewer than 60 mem-
bers due to their unique circumstances.
Hence, statement 2 is correct.

In states with a Legislative Council, the Gover-
nor has the authority to nominate members to
the Council. Specifically, the Governor can nom-
inate 1/6th of the total members, selecting indi-
viduals with special knowledge or practical expe-
rience in fields such as literature, science, art, the
cooperative movement, and social service.
Hence, statement 3 is correct.

The Indian Constitution does not provide for
a joint sitting of the State Legislature to re-
solve disagreements between the Legislative
Assembly and the Legislative Council. In the
case of ordinary bills (non-money bills), if the
Legislative Council rejects a bill, does not pass it
within three months, or suggests amendments
not acceptable to the Assembly, the Assembly can
pass the bill again. If the Council still disagrees,
the bill is deemed passed if the Assembly passes
it for the second time, either with or without the
Council’s amendments. This mechanism ensures
the primacy of the Legislative Assembly in the
legislative process at the state level.

Hence, statement 4 is correct.

13.Solution: C

The term of a Legislative Assembly in India is typ-
ically fixed at five years, as outlined in Article 172
of the Constitution of India. However, there are
exceptional circumstances under which this term
can be extended.

The Governor does not have the constitution-
al authority to extend the term of the Legis-
lative Assembly based on the ruling party’s
development agenda.

Hence, statement 1 is incorrect.

The term of the Legislative Assembly cannot be
extended based on the Chief Minister’s advice re-
garding pending legislation.

Hence, statement 2 is incorrect.

During a national emergency proclaimed un-
der Article 352, the Parliament may extend
the term of a State Legislative Assembly by
one year at a time. However, this extension
cannot continue beyond six months after the
emergency has ceased to operate.

Hence, statement 3 is correct.

While a National Emergency under Article
352 allows for the extension of the term of
the Legislative Assembly, a state emergency
under Article 356 (President’s Rule) does not
provide for such an extension. During Presi-
dent’s Rule, the Legislative Assembly can be
dissolved or remain in suspended animation,
but its term is not extended

Hence, statement 4 is incorrect.

14.Solution: B

The principle of subsidiarity in the context
of local governance emphasizes the idea that
governance should be as close to the citizens as
possible.

The principle of subsidiarity is a fundamental
concept in governance, particularly in the context
of decentralization and local self-governance. It
suggests that functions should be carried out at
the smallest unit of governance possible, closest
to the citizens, and only delegated upwards when
the local unit cannot perform the task efficiently.
Hence, statement (b) is correct.

15.Solution: D

All statements are correct.

Local self-governance in India has its roots in an-
cient times, but modern reforms began during
British rule. The British introduced several meas-
ures to decentralize governance, which were fur-
ther developed post-independence to empower
local bodies and promote grassroots democracy.
Lord Mayo’s Resolution of 1870 marked a
significant step towards financial decentral-
ization in India. It allowed provincial gov-
ernments to levy local taxes to balance their
budgets, thereby promoting local self-govern-
ment institutions.

The Royal Commission on Decentralization,
established in 1907, recognized the impor-
tance of village panchayats and recommended



their constitution and development for adminis-
tering local village affairs.

The Government of India Act of 1935 intro-
duced provincial autonomy, making local
self-government a provincial subject, thereby
transferring its control to the provinces.

The Balwant Rai Mehta Committee, formed in
1957, recommended the establishment of a
three-tier Panchayati Raj system, consisting
of Zila Parishad at the district level, Panchayat
Samiti at the block level, and Gram Panchayat
at the village level.

16.Solution: C

The State Finance Commission is a constitution-
al body established under Article 243-I of the
Constitution of India. Its primary function is to
review the financial position of Panchayats and
Municipalities and make recommendations on
the distribution of financial resources between
the state government and local bodies.

The State Finance Commission recommends
principles governing the distribution of financial
resources between the State Government and lo-
cal bodies, including Panchayats and Municipali-
ties.

Hence, statement 1 is correct.

The recommendations of the State Finance Com-
mission are advisory in nature. While the Gover-
nor lays these recommendations before the state
legislature, they are not automatically binding on
the state government or local bodies. The state
government has the discretion to accept or modi-
fy the recommendations.

Hence, statement 2 is incorrect.

The Constitution mandates that the Governor
shall constitute a State Finance Commission
every five years. However, the Governor also has
the discretion to constitute it earlier if deemed
necessary.

Hence, statement 3 is correct,

One of the key functions of the State Finance Com-
mission is to review and recommend measures to
augment the financial resources of local bodies,
thereby improving their financial position.
Hence, statement 4 is correct,

17.Solution: B

The Urban  Infrastructure  Development
Scheme for Small and Medium Towns (UIDSS-
MT) was a component of the Jawaharlal Nehru
National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM),
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aimed at improving urban infrastructure in small
and medium towns.

The UIDSSMT was launched to encourage re-
forms and fast-track infrastructure development
in small and medium towns, focusing on efficien-
cy in urban infrastructure and services delivery,
community participation, and accountability of
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) towards citizens. The
scheme was designed to improve infrastructural
facilities, promote public-private partnerships,
and foster planned integrated development.
Under UIDSSMT, funds are not transferred direct-
ly to Municipal Corporations. Instead, the scheme
operates through State-Level Nodal Agencies
(SLNAs), which are responsible for appraising
project proposals, obtaining approvals from the
State Level Sanctioning Committee (SLSC), and
ensuring proper utilization of funds.

Hence, statement 1 is incorrect and statement
2 is correct.

While District Planning Committees (DPCs) play
a role in local governance, they are not directly
involved in the implementation of UIDSSMT. The
scheme’s implementation is primarily through
SLNAs and ULBs.

Hence, statement 3 is incorrect

Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs) were established
to implement multi-discipline projects under
UIDSSMT, as seen in the case of the Kerala Sus-
tainable Urban Development Project (KSUDP),
which was designated as the SLNA for UIDSSMT
Hence, statement 4 is correct.

18.Solution: B

The Fifth Schedule under Article 244(1) of the
Constitution of India outlines the provisions for
the administration of Scheduled Areas, which are
regions with a significant tribal population. These
areas are designated to ensure the protection and
development of tribal communities, with special
provisions for their governance and welfare.

The President has the authority to declare an
area as a Scheduled Area, and this is typically
done after consulting the Governor of the respec-
tive state.

Hence, statement 1 is correct.

The Dhebar Commission (1960-61) recommend-
ed criteria for declaring an area as a Scheduled
Area, including factors such as a preponderance
of tribal population, compactness and reasona-
ble size of the area, underdeveloped nature of the
area, and marked disparity in economic stand-
ards compared to neighbouring areas.

Hence, statement 2 is correct.
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The Constitution does not explicitly define the
parameters for identifying Scheduled Areas; in-
stead, criteria have been established through
commissions and committees over time.

Hence, statement 3 is incorrect.

The President has the power to alter the bound-
aries of Scheduled Areas, increase or decrease
their area, or even rescind the declaration of a
Scheduled Area without requiring a constitution-
al amendment, as per paragraph 6(2) of the Fifth
Schedule

Hence, statement 4 is incorrect.

19.Solution: C

The Indian Constitution, through its Fifth and
Sixth Schedules, provides special provisions for
the administration of Scheduled Areas and Trib-
al Areas, respectively. These schedules aim to
safeguard the rights, culture, and development
of tribal communities, recognizing their unique
needs and historical isolation.

The Sixth Schedule provides more autonomy to
tribal communities through the establishment of
Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) with legis-
lative, judicial, executive, and financial powers,
while the Fifth Schedule relies on state adminis-
tration with advisory mechanisms like the Tribes
Advisory Council.

Hence, statement 1 is incorrect.

Both schedules recognize and aim to protect
tribal customary laws, but the Sixth Schedule
provides a more structured framework for
their implementation through autonomous
governance structures.

Hence, statement 2 is incorrect.

The Sixth Schedule establishes Autonomous
District Councils (ADCs) with significant pow-
ers, allowing for self-governance in tribal ar-
eas of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and Mizo-
ram. In contrast, the Fifth Schedule relies on
state administration, with the Governor hav-
ing the power to adapt laws and the Tribes
Advisory Council providing advice on tribal
matters.

Hence, statement 3 is correct.

The Fifth Schedule applies to Scheduled Areas
in states other than Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura,
and Mizoram, while the Sixth Schedule applies to
Tribal Areas in these four northeastern states.
Hence, statement 4 is incorrect.

20.Solution: B

The Samatha v. State of Andhra Pradesh
(1997) case is a landmark judgment by the
Supreme Court of India that dealt with the
protection of tribal land rights in Scheduled
Areas.

The case arose from the Andhra Pradesh Sched-
uled Areas Land Transfer Regulation, 1959, which
prohibited the transfer of tribal land to non-tri-
bals in Scheduled Areas. The State of Andhra
Pradesh had allowed non-tribals to acquire land
in these areas, leading to concerns about the ex-
ploitation and displacement of tribal communi-
ties. Samatha, an NGO, challenged these transfers,
arguing that they violated the rights of tribals un-
der the Fifth Schedule of the Constitution.

The Supreme Court ruled that the transfer of
tribal land to private parties for mining in
Scheduled Areas was null and void, as it con-
travened the Andhra Pradesh Scheduled Ar-
eas Land Transfer Regulation, 1959, and the
Fifth Schedule of the Constitution.

Hence, option (b) is correct.

21.Solution: B

limate Finance Action Fun FAF):

e The Climate Finance Action Fund (CFAF)
is a catalytic public-private partnership
fund aimed at accelerating climate finance
flows, particularly to developing coun-
tries.

e Itwaslaunched as part of a package of 14
initiatives under the COP29 thematic
days framework.

e The fund aims to support climate miti-
gation, adaptation, and research and
development in developing countries. It
also helps countries meet their next-gen-
eration Nationally Determined Contri-
butions (NDCs) aligned with the 1.5°C
target. (Hence, statement 1 is correct)

e The fund will be initially capitalised
with contributions from fossil fuel-pro-
ducing countries and companies in the
oil, gas, and coal sectors. Azerbaijan will
act as a founding contributor. (Hence,
statement 2 is correct)

e The headquarters and secretariat of
CFAF will be located in Baku, Azerbai-
jan. (Hence, statement 3 is correct)

e The CFAF is not managed by the United
Nations Framework Convention on Cli-

®



mate Change (UNFCCC) Secretariat. It
is not a UN-mandated or UN-operated
fund, unlike the Green Climate Fund or
Adaptation Fund. (Hence, statement 4 is
incorrect)

The fund will become operational after the
initial fundraising target of $1 billion is
reached and once 10 contributing coun-
tries have committed as shareholders.
50% of the capital will be directed to
climate projects in developing countries,
and 50% will help countries meet their
NDCs.

20% of revenues generated from in-
vestments will go into a Rapid Response
Funding Facility (2R2F), offering highly
concessional and grant-based assistance
to address urgent climate-related disas-
ters.
https://www.business-standard.com

world-news/cop29-host-azerbaijan-launch-

es-climate-fund-introduces-fossil-fu-
el-levy-124072000086_1.html

22.Solution: B

lobal
in

ncl n Pl
ili PRS):
The Global Conclave on Plastic Recy-
cling and Sustainability (GCPRS) is a
significant event that addresses plastic
waste management, recycling, and sus-
tainability, with a focus on promoting
circularity in plastic use.
It is organized by the All-India Plastics
Manufacturers’ Association (AIPMA), a
private industry body. It is not organized
by the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change. (Hence, statement 1
is incorrect)
The conclave brings together industry
stakeholders to collaborate on innovative
technologies and sustainable practices in
the plastics sector. It serves as a platform
to foster partnerships and promote best
practices in recycling and sustainabili-
ty. (Hence, statement 2 is correct)

icR ling an

https: ib.gov.in/PressReleaselframePage.as-
px?PRID=2030702

23.Solution: B

www.insightsonindia.com

?

GROWTH-India Telescope:
The GROWTH-India Telescope is In-

dia’s first fully robotic telescope, op-
erational at the Indian Astronomical
Observatory (IAO), Hanle, in Ladakh.
(Hence, statement 1 is correct)

It is jointly operated by IIT Bombay
and the Indian Institute of Astrophys-
ics (IIA). It is not operated by ISRO.
(Hence, statement 2 is incorrect)

It is a 0.7-metre wide-field optical tel-
escope and is designed specifically for
time-domain astronomy, which involves
observing transient astronomical events
such as supernovae, gamma-ray bursts,
and near-Earth asteroids.

The telescope is part of the Glob-
al Relay of Observatories Watch-
ing Transients Happen (GROWTH)
network — a multi-country initiative.
(Hence, statement 3 is correct)

It recently captured a building-sized as-
teroid approaching Earth, highlighting its
relevance in planetary defense and rapid
celestial event monitoring.

The project is funded by India’s Depart-
ment of Science and Technology (DST)-
SERB and the National Science Founda-
tion (NSF), USA.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com

science/indias-first-fully-robotic-opti-

cal-research-growth-india-telescope-cap-
tures-building-sized-asteroid-iit-bombay/arti-

cleshow/112043377.cims

24.Solution: C

Foreigners Tribunals:

Legal Basis: Foreigners Tribunals (FTs)
are quasi-judicial bodies established un-
der the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order,
1964, issued under Section 3 of the For-
eigners Act, 1946. These tribunals enable
local authorities to refer individuals sus-
pected to be foreigners for adjudication.
(Hence, statement 1 is correct)

e Geographical Scope: FTs are cur-
rently exclusive to Assam. In oth-
er states, illegal immigration cases

are dealt with under the Foreigners
Act without the tribunal mechanism.
(Hence, statement 2 is correct)

instacourses.insightsonindia.com
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/science/indias-first-fully-robotic-optical-research-growth-india-telescope-captures-building-sized-asteroid-iit-bombay/articleshow/112043377.cms

e Composition: Each FT is chaired by a
member drawn from judges, advocates,
or civil servants with judicial experi-
ence.

e Number of Tribunals: As per the Minis-
try of Home Affairs (2021), 300 FTs were
sanctioned in Assam, though only 100
were operational, beginning with 11
formed before the scrapping of the Illegal
Migrants (Determination by Tribunals)
Act, 1983 in 2005.

o Powers: FTs have powers of a civil court
in specific matters such as:

o Summoning witnesses

o Enforcing attendance

o Examining on oath

o Requiring document production
(Hence, statement 3 is correct)

e Procedure & Timelines:

o Anotice must be served in English
or the State’s official language
within 10 days of receiving the ref-
erence.

o The person has 10 days to reply,
and another 10 days to provide
supporting documents.

o The FT must dispose of the case
within 60 days of the reference.

o If unable to prove citizenship, the
person may be sent to a deten-
tion centre (now called transit
camp) for potential deportation.
(Hence, statement 4 is correct)

https://www.thehindu.com /news/national/as-

sam/how-do-assams-foreigners-tribunals-func-
tion-explained/article68419385.ece#:~:-
text=A%20tribunal%?20is%20required%?20
£0,0f%20his%200r%20her%20case.

25.Solution: B

int Parliamentar mmi P

e A Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC)
is an ad-hoc and bipartisan committee
constituted to examine specific matters
such as proposed legislation or policy is-
sues in detail. (Hence, statement 1 is cor-
rect)

e It is formed under the Rules of Proce-
dure and Conduct of Business in Lok
Sabha. The Speaker of the Lok Sabha
constitutes the committee. (Hence, state-

ment 1 is correct)

e The members are drawn from both
Houses of Parliament, generally com-
prising 21 from Lok Sabha and 10 from
Rajya Sabha, ensuring proportional rep-
resentation of political parties. (Hence,
statement 4 is incorrect)

e The JPC has the power to summon doc-
uments, witnesses, and experts for de-
tailed deliberations on the issue under its
scrutiny. (Hence, statement 2 is correct)

e The committee’s recommendations are
not binding; they are advisory in nature
and the government may or may not ac-
cept them. (Hence, statement 3 is incor-
rect)

e Once formed, the committee is typical-
ly given 90 days to submit its report,
though this deadline can be extended.

e It reports to the Parliament, which may
take further action or discussion based on
its findings.

26.Correct Option : B

Justification :

Answer: B

Justification:

The answer can be found in the last paragraph
which talks about what happens to people who
do not become rich and famous after a reality TV
show. Since they get a taste of fame before return-
ing to their normal lives, they often face more dis-
advantages than advantages especially due to the
permanence of the internet. This probably leads
to a lot of disillusionment and disappointment.
Hence, B.

Question Level: Moderate

27.Correct Option : B

Justification :
Answer B)25%

Explanation

Company Q had invested Rs. 7.2 lakh in 2015 and
made a profit of 60%. So

60 = [(Revenue - 7.2)/7.2] x 100

Revenue = 7.2 + 4.32 = 11.52 lakh

Revenue of P in 2018 was equal to revenue of Q
in 2015, so

Revenue of P in 2018 = 11.52 lakh

Investment of P in 2018 = Rs. 921600

Profit = Revenue - Investment = 1152000 -



921600 = 2.304 lakh

Profit percent = (2.304/9.216) x 100 = 25%
Hence, option B is correct.

Question Level: Moderate

28.Correct Option: D

Justification :

Cost of the Tomato last year = Rs.10

So, Cost of the Tomato this year = 10 + 20% of 10
=Rs.(10 + 2) =Rs.12

Cost of the Potato last year = Rs.5

Let the cost of Potato this year be x

Therefore, cost of 5 Potato and 3 Tomato this year
=5x+(3x12)=5x+36.... (i)

cost of 5 Potato and 3 Tomato last year = ((5 x 5)
+(3x10)) =55 (ii)

This year the cost is Rs.11 more From (i) and (ii),
we get5x+36=55+11=5x=(66-36)=>x=6
Increase in the cost of Potato = (6 - 5) =Rs. 1
Percentage increase = (1/5) x 100% = 20%
Hence, option (D) is correct.

Question Level: Easy

29. Correct Option: C

Justification :

Solution: It is given that 200 candidates scored
above 90th percentile overall in JEE.

Let the following Venn diagram represent the
number of persons who scored above 80 percen-
tile in JEE in each of the three sections:

Solution: It is given that 200 candidates scored
above 90th percentile overall in JEE.

Let the following Venn diagram represent the
number of persons who scored above 80 percen-
tile in JEE in each of the three sections:

From 1, h =0.

From 2,d+e+f=150

From3,a=b=c

Since there are a total of 200 candidates, 3a + g =
200 -150=50

From 4, (2a+f):(2a+e):(2a+d)=4:2:1
Therefore, 6a + (d + e + f) is divisible by 4 + 2 +
1=7.

Sinced + e + f=150, 6a + 150 is divisible by 7, i.e.,
6a + 3 is divisible by 7. Hence,a = 3, 10, 17, ...
Further, since 3a + g = 5 0, a must be less than
17. Therefore, only two cases are possible for the
value of a, i.e., 3 or 10.

We can calculate the values of the other variables
for the two cases.

a=3or10
d=18o0r 10
e=42or40
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¢

f=900r 100

g=41o0r20

Among the candidates who are at or above 90th
percentile, the candidates who are at or above
80th percentile in at least two sections are select-
ed for AET. Hence, the candidates represented by
d, e, f and g are selected for AET. NIT will consid-
er the candidates who are appearing for AET and
are at or above 80th percentile in P.

Hence, NIT will consider the candidates rep-
resented by d, e and g, which can be 104 or 80.
NIT will conduct a separate test for the other stu-
dents who are at or above 80th percentile in P.
Given that there are a total of 400 candidates at
or above 80th percentile in P, and since there are
104 or 80 candidates at or above 80th percentile
in P and are at or above 90th percentile overall,
there must be 296 or 320 candidates at or above
80th percentile in P who scored less than 90th
percentile overall.

From the given condition, g is a multiple of 5.
Hence, g = 20.

The number of candidates at or above 90th per-
centile overall and at or above 80" percentile in
bothPand M=e+g="1:".

Question Level: Difficult

30.Correct Option: C

Justification :

Explanation

Let the investment of X = Rs. a then

Ratio of profit sharing of XtoY=40:60=2:3
According to the question,

ax12:(50000 x4 +42500x5+33500x3)=2:3
By solving, a = Rs. 28500

Hence, option C is correct.

Question Level: Moderate
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