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1. How many of the following provisions need 
the consent of states for amendment in the 
constitution?
1.	 Representation of states in Parliament
2.	 Supreme Court and High courts
3.	 Elections to Parliament and state legisla-

tures
Select the correct answer using the code given 
below
(a)	 Only one
(b)	 Only two
(c)	 All three
(d)	 None

2. Consider the following statements
1.	 The Parliament can make laws for the 

whole or any part of the territory of India.
2.	 The laws made by a state legislature are 

not applicable outside the state in normal 
circumstance.

3.	 The President is empowered to direct that 
an act of Parliament does not apply to a 
scheduled area in the state or apply with 
specified modifications and exceptions.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a)	  1 and 2 only
(b)	  2 and 3 only
(c)	  1 only
(d)	  2 only

3. Consider the following statements:
1.	 In case of a conflict between the central 

law and the state law on a subject enumer-
ated in the Concurrent List, the State law 
prevails over the Central law.

2.	 The Parliament can make laws on any 
matter in the State list for implementing 
the international treaties, agreements or 
conventions.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a)	  1 only
(b)	  2 only
(c)	  Both 1 and 2
(d)	  Neither 1 nor 2

4. Consider the following statements:
1.	 The Parliament can provide for the adju-

dication of any dispute or complaint with 
respect to the use, distribution and con-
trol of waters of any inter-state river and 
river valley.

2.	 During the operation of a national emer-
gency, the Centre becomes entitled to give 
executive directions to a state on any mat-
ter.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a)	  1 only
(b)	  2 only
(c)	  Both 1 and 2
(d)	  Neither 1 nor 2

5. Consider the following statements
1.	 A state cannot raise any loan without 

the consent of the Centre, if there is still 
out-standing any part of a loan made to 
the state by the Centre.

2.	 The Central government cannot make 
loans to any state or give guarantees in re-
spect of loans raised by any state.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a)	 1 only
(b)	  2 only
(c)	  Both 1 and 2
(d)	  Neither 1 nor 2

6. Which of the following is/are the recom-
mendations of Sarkaria Commission?
1.	 Article 356 should be used very sparingly, 

in extreme cases as a last resort when all 
the available alternatives fail.

2.	 When the president withholds his assent 
to the state bills, the reasons should be 
communicated to the state government.

3.	 The Centre should consult the states be-
fore making a law on a subject of the Con-
current List.

How many of the statements given above is/
are correct?
(a)	  Only one
(b)	  Only two
(c)	  All three
(d)	  None 
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7. Consider the following statements Zonal 
Council:
1.	 Zonal Councils are constitutional bodies.
2.	 Prime Minister is the common chairman 

of the five zonal councils.
3.	 It aims at promoting cooperation and co-

ordination between states, union territo-
ries and the Centre.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a)	  1 and 2 only
(b)	  3 only
(c)	  2 and 3 only
(d)	  2 only

8. Consider the following statements:
1.	 Article 359 is confined to Fundamental 

Rights under Article 19 only whereas 
Article 358 extends to all those Funda-
mental Rights whose enforcement is sus-
pended by the Presidential Order.

2.	 Article 358 extends to the entire country 
whereas Article 359 may extend to the 
entire country or a part of it.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a)	  1 only
(b)	  2 only
(c)	  Both 1 and 2
(d)	  Neither 1 nor 2

9. Consider the following statements:
1.	 President can promulgate an ordinance 

only when both the Houses of Parliament 
are not in session or when either of the 
two Houses of Parliament is not in ses-
sion.

2.	 An ordinance like any other legislation, 
can be retrospective, that is, it may come 
into force from a back date.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a)	  1 only
(b)	  2 only
(c)	  Both 1 and 2
(d)	  Neither 1 nor 2

10. What is the difference in the electoral col-
lege of the Vice-President and the Presi-
dent of India?
1.	 Both the houses take part in the election 

of President, unlike the Vice-President 
who is elected by the Rajya Sabha alone.

2.	 State legislative assemblies do not take 
part in the election of the Vice-President, 
unlike that of the President. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a)	 1 only
(b)	 2 only
(c)	 Both 1 and 2
(d)	 Neither 1 nor 2

11. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 Impeachment of the president is a qua-

si-judicial procedure that can be initiated 
only by the Lok Sabha.

2.	 Impeachment charges should be passed 
by both Houses by a special majority.

3.	 Both elected and nominated members of 
both the houses participate in impeach-
ment procedure of the president.

How many of the statements given above is/
are correct? 
(a)	 Only one 
(b)	 Only two
(c)	 All three 
(d)	 None

12. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 All the Ministers in the Central Council of 

ministers are appointed by and are collec-
tively responsible to the Prime Minister.

2.	 Any advice provided by the Council of Min-
isters to the President is binding in nature.

3.	 No Minister can be removed when the 
Council of Ministers enjoy confidence of 
the Lok Sabha.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 2 only 
(b)	 2 and 3 only 
(c)	 1 and 2 only 
(d)	 1, 2 and 3  
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13. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 Only elected members of the Parliament 

and state legislative assemblies partici-
pate in election of the Vice President. 

2.	 The election for the Vice President is held 
in accordance with the system of propor-
tional representation by means of single 
transferable vote.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 only 
(b)	 2 only 
(c)	 Both 1 and 2 
(d)	 Neither 1 nor 2 

14. Consider the following statements: 
Statement – I: 
The number of seats allotted to different 
states in the Lok Sabha varies widely.
Statement – II: 
Under the Constitution each state is allotted 
a number of seats in the Lok Sabha in a way 
that ratio between that number and popula-
tion of the state is same for all states.
Which of the following is correct in respect of 
the above statements? 
(a)	 Both Statement -I and Statement -II are 

correct and Statement -II explains State-
ment -I 

(b)	 Both Statement -I and Statement -II are 
correct but Statement -II does not explain 
Statement -I 

(c)	 Statement- I is correct but Statement -II is 
incorrect 

(d)	 Statement- I is incorrect but Statement -II 
is correct 

15. Consider the following statements regard-
ing Censure Motion: 
1.	 A Censure motion can be moved only 

against the entire Council of Ministers
2.	 The reasons for its adoption should be 

stated in the Lok Sabha.
3.	 Such a motion does not require the Coun-

cil of Ministers to resign from office.
Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 and 3 only 
(b)	 1 and 2 only 
(c)	 2 and 3 only 
(d)	 1, 2 and 3  

16. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 The privileges and pension of the Su-

preme Court judges are determined by the 
Parliament.

2.	 The administrative expenses of the Su-
preme Court are charged on the Consoli-
dated fund of India.

3.	 The judges of supreme court hold their of-
fice during pleasure of the president.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 and 2 only 
(b)	 3 only 
(c)	 1 and 3 only 
(d)	 1, 2 and 3 

17. Consider the following situations: 
1.	 When more than 6 months have lapsed af-

ter a bill being passed by one House has 
been transmitted to another House and is 
still pending with the second House.

2.	 When a bill after being passed by both 
Houses have been sent to the president 
for his assent and the president has sent it 
back again for reconsideration of the two 
Houses. 

3.	 When a disagreement arises between the 
two Houses regarding amendments to be 
made in a bill.

In how many of the above situations, a joined 
sitting of the two Houses of the Parliament 
can be held? 
(a)	 Only one 
(b)	 Only two 
(c)	 All three 
(d)	 None 

18. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 Unlike the president, ordinance making 

power of the Governor is a discretionary 
power.

2.	 Ordinances issued by both the President 
and the Governor can continue for six 
months from reassembly of the Parlia-
ment or state legislature, respectively.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 only
(b)	 2 only 
(c)	 Both 1 and 2 
(d)	 Neither 1 nor 2 
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19. Consider the following statements: 
1.	 Under Suspensive veto, the president nei-

ther ratifies nor rejects a bill and the bill 
gets suspended.

2.	 An Absolute veto to can be exercised by 
the president only in case of a private 
member’s bill. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 only 
(b)	 2 only 
(c)	 Both 1 and 2 
(d)	 Neither 1 nor 2

20. Consider the following statements regard-
ing Presiding Officers of the Lok Sabha: 
1.	 The Institution of Deputy speaker of Lok 

Sabha originated under provisions of Gov-
ernment of India Act 1919. 

2.	 As per the Constitution, both the Speaker 
and the Deputy Speaker can never vote in 
the first instance in the House.

3.	 Both the Speaker and Deputy Speaker 
should be selected from the ruling party 
only.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct? 
(a)	 1 and 3 only 
(b)	 2 only
(c)	 1 only 
(d)	 1, 2 and 3  

21. Consider the following statements 
1.	 Exchange-Traded Fund (ETF) is a finan-

cial product that holds a collection of 
assets and is traded on stock exchanges 
like individual stocks.

2.	 An Inverse ETF is designed to provide re-
turns that move in the opposite direction 
of a specific index, allowing investors to 
benefit from market declines.

Which of the statements given above is/are 
correct?
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

22. Which of the following best defines the 
term ‘Greenium’?
(a) The difference in yield between green 

bonds and traditional bonds due to the 
sustainable impact they aim to achieve.

(b) The premium paid by investors for bonds 
linked to environmentally sustainable 
projects, reflected in a lower yield.

(c) A measure of the environmental perfor-
mance of companies issuing green bonds.

(d) The difference in the interest rate 
charged by banks for green loans versus 
regular loans.

23. Consider the following statements regard-
ing Li-Fi Technology:
1.	 Li-Fi technology uses visible light, specif-

ically LED bulbs, to transmit data wire-
lessly.

2.	 It operates on the same frequency band 
as Wi-Fi and has similar speed, latency, 
and bandwidth.

3.	 Li-Fi is ideal for environments like air-
craft cabins and hospitals because it does 
not cause electromagnetic interference.

Which of the following statements is/are cor-
rect?
(a) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1, 2, and 3
(d) 1 only

24. Consider the following statements: 
Statement-I: Artificial reefs are human-made 
structures placed on the seabed using biorock 
technology.
Statement-II: The biorock technology in-
volves passing a low electrical current through 
water via electrodes near a steel structure, 
forming a calcium carbonate layer similar to 
natural coral reefs.
Which one of the following is correct in re-
spect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are 

correct and Statement-II is the correct 
explanation for Statement-I

(b) Both Statement-I and Statement-II are 
correct and Statement-II is not the cor-
rect explanation for Statement-I

(c) Statement-I is correct but Statement-II is 
incorrect

(d) Statement-I is incorrect but Statement-II 
is correct
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25. Consider the following statements regard-
ing the appointment of the Chief Justice of 
India (CJI):
1.	 The Constitution of India prescribes the 

seniority principle for the appointment of 
the Chief Justice of India (CJI).

2.	 The President of India appoints the CJI 
based on the recommendation made by 
the outgoing CJI.

3.	 The Chief Justice of India serves until the 
age of 65, after which a new CJI is ap-
pointed.

How many of the above statements are cor-
rect?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None

PASSAGE:
Pearls are calcium deposits found inside the 
shells of molluscs. Most molluscs create chalky, 
brittle pearls, but the ones that are valuable 
are those from the small number of species 
whose pearls are covered in shiny mother-
of-pearl or nacre. The majority of commer-
cial pearls come from freshwater mussels 
and marine pearl oysters, though some other 
species (such as abalone) are also able to pro-
duce pearls covered in nacre. Most molluscs 
live in shell structures made of calcium car-
bonate that contain a matrix of proteins, fats 
and sugars. The shell forms externally, against 
an organ called the mantle. The mantle is the 
wall of muscle which covers the fleshy organs 
of digestion, reproduction and movement and 
it secretes calcium carbonate through its skin 
to create the shell. The word mantle means 
cloak, like the cape that superheroes wear. 
The edges of the mantle often extend far away 
from the main part of the body, in the form of 
loose flaps. It secretes organic materials from 
its outer layer that dictate the shape, colour 
and pattern of the shell, and means there is an 
amazing diversity in types of mollusc shells. 
This organic mixture also controls the type 
of calcium carbonate that is deposited in the 
shell in multiple layers.
 We are often told that natural pearls are 
formed by a grain of sand becoming lodged 
within the oyster. Many natural pearls do 
contain a foreign body in the centre, but the 

real reason that pearls are formed is that 
skin cells from the mantle are transported to 
another location within the shell. This usually 
happens after some kind of injury such as a 
break in the shell or an invasion by a parasite. 
These disturbed mantle cells grow a kind 
of sac that internally secretes the material 
that will create the pearl. Nacre pearls are 
essentially inside-out shells, with an inner 
core that resembles the rough outside of a 
shell and a surface that is like the mother-of-
pearl layer that is usually found on the interior 
surface of a shell.
 It seems that humans have always considered 
pearls beautiful. There is evidence of their use 
in decoration as far back as the Babylonian 
era, and early writing in most cultures makes 
mention of these precious gems, the only 
ones that are created by animals. The fourth 
century Chronicle of Mahavamsa refers to a 
thriving pearl industry in Sri Lanka 5,000 
years before. It seems seawater pearls have 
been retrieved by divers since prehistoric 
times in the Red Sea, the Persian Gulf and the 
Gulf of Mannar in Sri Lanka, and the Chinese 
have been hunting for seawater pearls in the 
South China Sea since at least 200 CE.  (447 
words)                                                    
 

26. With reference to the above passage, the 
following assumptions have been made:
1.	 Pearls are often formed due to injury or 

invasion by a parasite.
2.	 Pearls have been used for aesthetic pur-

poses for thousands of years.
Which of the above assumption is/are valid?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

27. P, Q and R invested in the ratio of 5: 7: 9. Af-
ter 5 months, P and R withdraw 2/7th and 
3/1rd of the initial investment respectively. 
Find the share of R, if the total profit at the 
end of the year is Rs. 99450?
a) 24510
b) 39150
c) 28750
d) 35240
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28. If the sum of the ages of father and son is 
100years. The ratio of father and son be-
fore the period of 5 years is 2:1. Find out 
the ratio of ages which would be after the 
period 10 year.
a) 3:4
b) 3:5
c) 4:3
d) 5:3

29. In a mixture, the ratio of the alcohol and 
water is 6:5. When 22 litre mixture are re-
placed by water, the ratio becomes 9:13. 
Find the quantity of water after replace-
ment.
a) 62 litres
b) 50 litres
c) 40 litres
d) 52 litres

30. A bag contains 6 Red and 6 Yellow Globes, 
which are all mixed up. What is the least 
number of Globes we can draw from the 
bag without looking so as to be sure to get 
one pair of the same colour?
a) 5 pieces only
b) 3 pieces only
c) 10 pieces only
d) 7 pieces only
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1.	 Solution: B
By Special Majority of Parliament and Con-
sent of States

Those provisions of the Constitution which are 
related to the federal structure of the polity can 
be amended by a special majority of the Par-
liament and also with the consent of half of the 
state legislatures by a simple majority.

The following provisions can be amended in this 
way:
1. Election of the President and its manner.
2. Extent of the executive power of the Union 
and the states.
3. Supreme Court and High courts. Hence 
Statement 2 is correct.
4. Distribution of legislative powers between the 
Union and the states.
5. Any of the lists in the Seventh Schedule.
6. Representation of states in Parliament. 
Hence Statement 1 is correct.
7. Power of Parliament to amend the Constitu-
tion and its procedure (Article 368 itself).

Elections to Parliament and State legislatures 
can be amended by a simple majority of the 
two Houses of Parliament outside the scope of 
Article 368. Hence Statement 3 is incorrect.

2.	 Solution: A
The Parliament can make laws for the whole or 
any part of the territory of India. The territory of 
India includes the states, the union territories, 
and any other area for the time being included 
in the territory of India. Hence Statement 1 is 
correct.

A state legislature can make laws for the whole 
or any part of the state. The laws made by a state 
legislature are not applicable outside the state, 
except when there is a sufficient nexus between 
the state and the object. Hence Statement 2 is 
correct.

The governor is empowered to direct that an act 
of Parliament does not apply to a scheduled area 
in the state or apply with specified modifications 

SOLUTIONS

and exceptions. Hence Statement 3 is incor-
rect.

3.	 Solution: B
In case of a conflict between the central law and 
the state law on a subject enumerated in the 
Concurrent List, the Central law prevails over 
the State law. Hence Statement 1 is incorrect.

The Parliament can make laws on any matter in 
the state list for implementing the international 
treaties, agreements or conventions. 

This provision enables the Central government 
to fulfil its international obligations and commit-
ments.  Hence Statement 2 is correct.

Some examples of laws enacted under the above 
provision are United Nations (Privileges and 
Immunities) Act, 1947; Geneva Convention Act, 
1960; Anti-Hijacking Act, 1982 and legislations 
relating to environment and TRIPS.

4.	 Solution: C
Both the statements are correct.

The Constitution contains the following provi-
sions to secure cooperation and co-ordination 
between the Centre and the states:

(i)	 The Parliament can provide for the 
adjudication of any dispute or com-
plaint with respect to the use, distri-
bution and control of waters of any 
inter-state river and river valley.

(ii)	 The President can establish (under 
Article 263) an Inter-State Council to 
investigate and discuss subject of com-
mon interest between the Centre and 
the states. Such a council was set up in 
1990.

During the operation of a national emergen-
cy (under Article 352), the Centre becomes 
entitled to give executive directions to a state 
on ‘any’ matter. Thus, the state governments 
are brought under the complete control of the 
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Centre, though they are not suspended.

5.	 Solution: A
A state cannot raise any loan without the 
consent of the Centre, if there is still out-stand-
ing any part of a loan made to the state by the 
Centre or in respect of which a guarantee has 
been given by the Centre. Hence Statement 1 is 
correct.

The Central government can make loans to 
any state or give guarantees in respect of loans 
raised by any state. Any sums required for the 
purpose of making such loans are to be charged 
on the Consolidated Fund of India. Hence State-
ment 2 is incorrect.

6.	 Solution: C
All the statements given above are correct.

Sarkaria Commission

In 1983, the Central government appointed a 
three-member Commission on Centre–state rela-
tions under the chairmanship of R S Sarkaria, a 
retired judge of the Supreme Court.

The Commission made 247 recommendations to 
improve Centre–state relations. The important 
recommendations are mentioned below:

1. A permanent Inter-State Council called the 
Inter-Governmental Council should be set up 
under Article 263.
2. Article 356 (President’s Rule) should be used 
very sparingly, in extreme cases as a last resort 
when all the available alternatives fail.

3. When the president withholds his assent to 
the state bills, the reasons should be communi-
cated to the state government.

4. The Centre should have powers to deploy its 
armed forces, even without the consent of states. 

7.	 Solution: B
The Zonal Councils are the statutory (and 
not the constitutional) bodies. They are estab-
lished by an Act of the Parliament, that is, States 
Re-organisation Act of 1956. The act divided 
the country into five zones (Northern, Central, 

Eastern, Western and Southern) and provided a 
zonal council for each zone. Hence Statement 1 
is incorrect.

The home minister of Central government is 
the common chairman of the five zonal coun-
cils. Each chief minister acts as a vice-chairman 
of the council by rotation, holding office for a 
period of one year at a time. Hence Statement 2 
is incorrect.

The zonal councils aim at promoting coopera-
tion and coordination between states, union ter-
ritories and the Centre. They discuss and make 
recommendations regarding matters like eco-
nomic and social planning, linguistic minorities, 
border disputes, inter-state transport, and so on. 
They are only deliberative and advisory bodies. 
Hence Statement 3 is correct.

8.	 Solution: B
Article 358 is confined to Fundamental Rights 
under Article 19 only whereas Article 359 
extends to all those Fundamental Rights whose 
enforcement is suspended by the Presidential 
Order. Hence Statement 1 is incorrect.

Article 358 extends to the entire country where-
as Article 359 may extend to the entire country 
or a part of it. Article 358 suspends Article 19 
completely while Article 359 does not empower 
the suspension of the enforcement of Articles 20 
and 21. Hence Statement 2 is correct.

9.	 Solution: C
Both statements are correct.

He can promulgate an ordinance only when both 
the Houses of Parliament are not in session or 
when either of the two Houses of Parliament is 
not in session. An ordinance can also be issued 
when only one House is in session because a law 
can be passed by both the Houses and not by one 
House alone.

An ordinance like any other legislation, can be 
retrospective, that is, it may come into force 
from a back date. It may modify or repeal any act 
of Parliament or another ordinance. It can alter 
or amend a tax law also.
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10.	 Solution: B
The Vice-President, like the president, is elected 
not directly by the people but by the method of 
indirect election. He is elected by the members 
of an electoral college consisting of the members 
of both Houses of Parliament. Hence Statement 
1 is incorrect.

His Electoral College is different from the Elec-
toral College for the election of the President in 
the following two respects: It consists of both 
elected and nominated members of the Par-
liament (in the case of president, only elected 
members).

It does not include the members of the state 
legislative assemblies (in the case of President, 
the elected members of the state legislative 
assemblies are included). Hence Statement 2 is 
correct.

11.	 Solution: B
•	 The impeachment of the president is the 

quasi-judicial procedure in the parliament 
•	 The impeachment charges can be initiat-

ed by either House of the Parliament.
Hence statement 1 is incorrect 

•	 Impeachment charges should be Signed 
by one fourth members of the House that 
frames the charges 

•	 That house should pass the resolution by 
a majority of two thirds of the total mem-
bership of the house and then sent it to 
the other house.

•	 The other house should also investigate 
and if sustains the charges, should pass 
the resolution by a majority of two thirds 
of the total membership. 

Hence statement 2 is correct 

•	 For the impeachment procedure of the 
president, both nominated members of 
either House of the Parliament as well 
as elected members can participate.

•	 However, the nominated members do not 
participate in election of the president.

Hence statement 3 is correct 

12.	 Solution: A
•	 Article 75 deals with provisions related to 

Central Council of Ministers 
•	 The Prime Minister is appointed by the 

president and other ministers are ap-
pointed by the president on advice of 
the Prime Minister.

•	 The ministers hold office during pleasure 
of the president 

•	 The Council of Ministers are collectively 
responsible to the Lok Sabha.

Hence statement 1 is incorrect 

•	 The 42nd and 44th Constitutional Amend-
ment Acts have made the advice tendered 
by the Council of Ministers binding on the 
president.

Hence statement 2 is correct 

•	 Article 75 deals with individual responsi-
bility of the ministers 

•	 According to it, ministers hold office 
during pleasure of the president which 
means that the president can remove a 
Minister even at a time when the Coun-
cil of Ministers enjoy confidence of the 
Lok Sabha. 

•	 However, the president removes a Minis-
ter only on advice of the Prime Minister.

Hence statement 3 is incorrect 

13.	 Solution: B 
•	 The Vice President, like the President, is 

not directly elected by the people but 
by method of indirect election 

•	 He/she is elected by members of an elec-
toral college consisting of the members of 
both houses of the Parliament 

•	 The electoral college consists of both 
elected and nominated members of 
the Parliament; but it does not include 
members of the state legislative assem-
blies.

Hence statement 1 is incorrect 

•	 The manner of election is same for both 
President and the Vice President 

•	 The election of Vice President is held in ac-
cordance with the system of proportion-
al representation by means of a single 
transferable vote and the voting is done 
by secret ballot.

Hence statement 2 is correct 
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14.	 Solution: A 
•	 The number of seats in the Lok Sabha al-

lotted to different states varies widely.
•	 For example, Uttar Pradesh has 80 seats, 

West Bengal has 42, Maharashtra has 48 
while Arunachal Pradesh has 2 seats, Hi-
machal Pradesh 4, Manipur and Megha-
laya 2 each, Mizoram and Nagaland 1 each 
– i.e., the number of seats very widely. 

Hence statement 1 is correct 
For the purpose of holding direct elections to the 
Lok Sabha, each state is divided into territorial 
constituencies; in this respect, the constitution 
makes two provisions:

•	 Its state is allotted a number of seeds in 
the Lok Sabha in such a manner that the 
ratio between that number and its popu-
lation is the same for all states this pro-
vision does not apply to a state having a 
population less than 6 million. 

•	 Each state is divided into territorial con-
stituencies in such a manner that the ratio 
between the population of each constitu-
ency and the number of seats allotted to it 
is the same throughout the state.

Hence statement 2 is correct and it correctly 
explains statement 1.

15.	 Solution: C 
•	 A Censure Motion can be moved in the 

Lok Sabha against an individual Min-
isters, a group of ministers or the entire 
Council of Ministers.

Hence statement 1 is incorrect 
•	 A Censure Motion should state the reason 

for its adoption in the Lok Sabha 
•	 It is moved for censuringthe Council of 

Ministers for specific policies and actions 
•	 If it is passed in the Lok Sabha, the Coun-

cil of Ministers need not resign from the 
office.

Hence statements 2 and 3 are correct

16.	 Solution: A
•	 The salaries, allowances leave and pen-

sion of the judges of supreme court are 
determined from time to time by the 
Parliament. 

•	 They cannot be varied to their disadvan-

tage after their appointment except during 
a financial emergency.

•	 The retired chief justice and judges are en-
titled to 50% of their last drawn salary as 
monthly pension. 

Hence statement 1 is correct 
•	 The salaries, Allowances and pensions 

of the judges and the staff as well as all 
the administrative expenses of the Su-
preme Court are charged on the Con-
solidated Fund of India 

•	 Thus, these are non-votable by the Par-
liament, although members can discuss 
these.

Hence statement 2 is correct 
•	 The Constitution provides that Supreme 

Court judges hold office until the age of 65 
years. 

•	 Hence, they are provided with security of 
tenure. 

•	 They can be removed from office by the 
president only in manner and on grounds 
mentioned by the Constitution.

•	 This means that they do not hold their 
office during the pleasure of the presi-
dent though they are appointed by him. 

Hence statement 3 is incorrect 

17.	 Solution: B 
Joint sitting is an extraordinary machinery pro-
vided by the constitution to resolve a deadlock 
between two houses over the passage of a bill. 
A deadlock is deemed to have been taken place 
under any one of the following three situations 
after a bill has been passed by one house and 
transmitted to the other house: 

•	 If the bill is rejected by the other house. 
•	 If the houses have finally disagreed as to 

the amendments to be made in the bill 
•	 If more than 6 months have elapsed 

from the date of receipt of the bill by the 
other house without the bill being passed 
by it. 

In the above three situations, the president 
can summon both the houses to meet in a joint 
sitting for the purpose of deliberating and voting 
on the bill. The provision of joint sitting is appli-
cable only to ordinary bills or financial bills and 
not for money bills and Constitutional Amend-
ment bills. 
Hence option B is correct 



18.	 Solution:  D
•	 The ordinance making power of the pres-

ident is not a discretionary power; he can 
promulgate or withdraw an ordinance 
only when such an advice has been pro-
vided by the Council of Ministers headed 
by the Prime Minister. 

•	 The ordinance making power of the 
Governor is not a discretionary power 
that is, he can also promulgate or with-
draw an ordinance only on advice of 
the Council of Ministers headed by the 
Chief Minister.

Hence statement 1 is incorrect 

•	 An ordinance issued by either the pres-
ident or the Governor ceases to operate 
on the expiry of 6 weeks from reassem-
bly of the Parliament or the state legis-
lature as the case maybe. 

•	 Such an ordinance can also terminate 
even earlier than the prescribed 6 weeks 
if both Houses of the Parliament or Leg-
islative Assembly (with agreed to by the 
Legislative Council for bicameral legisla-
ture) passes resolution disapproving it. 

Hence statement 2 is incorrect 

19.	 Solution: D
•	 A suspensive veto is exercised by the 

president when he or she returns a bill 
for reconsideration of the Parliament;

•	 However, if the bill is again passed by the 
Parliament with or without amendment, 
and again presented to the president, it is 
obligatory for the President to give his as-
sent to the bill. 

Hence statement 1 is incorrect

Absolute veto refers to power of the president to 
withhold his assent to a Bill passed by the parlia-
ment; the bill then ends and does not become an 
act. This veto is exercised in the two cases: 

•	 With respect to private member’s bill 
•	 With respect to government bills when 

the cabinet resigns.  
Hence statement 2 is incorrect 

20.	 Solution: C
•	 The Institutions of speaker and deputy 

speaker of the Lok Sabha originated in In-
dia in 1921 under the provisions of the 
Government of India Act 1919.

•	 This act was based on the Mon-
tagu-Chelmsford Reforms.

Hence statement 1 is correct 

•	 The speaker of Lok Sabha does not vote in 
the first instance and can exercise a cast-
ing vote in case of a tie.

•	 Like this speaker that deputy speaker 
while presiding over the House, cannot 
vote in the first instance and can only ex-
ercise a casting bored in case of a tie.

•	 However, when the speaker presides over 
the house, the deputy speaker is like any 
other ordinary member and can partici-
pate in the proceedings and vote on any 
question before the house.

Hence statement 2 is incorrect 

•	 Usually, the speaker comes from the 
ruling party while the post of deputy 
speaker goes to the opposition party or 
opposition Alliance 

•	 However there has been certain excep-
tional cases in this regard.

Hence statement 3 is incorrect 

21.	 Solution: C
ETFs and Inverse ETFs: 

•	 Context:

o	 The Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) has pro-
posed new asset classes for high-
risk investors, including strate-
gies like long-short equity funds 
and Inverse ETFs.

o	 This move is aimed at giving inves-
tors access to more advanced in-
vestment strategies.

•	 Exchange-Traded Fund (ETF):

o	 An ETF is a type of investment fund 
that holds a collection of assets 
like stocks, bonds, or commodities 
and is traded on stock exchanges 
like individual stocks.

o	 ETFs offer investors a way to diver-



sify their portfolios with a single 
investment.

o	 Known for lower fees and ease of 
trading, making them a cost-ef-
fective investment option. (Hence, 
Statement 1 is correct)

•	 Inverse ETF:

o	 An Inverse ETF is designed to pro-
vide returns that move in the op-
posite direction of a specific in-
dex or benchmark.

o	 If the underlying index declines, 
the Inverse ETF aims to increase 
in value by the same percentage, 
allowing investors to profit from 
market downturns.

o	 Inverse ETFs are mainly used by 
high-risk investors seeking to 
capitalize on market declines or 
short-term market volatility. 
(Hence, Statement 2 is correct)

22.	 Solution: B
Greenium: 

•	 Greenium is defined as the difference 
in yield between thematic bonds (such 
as green bonds) and ordinary bonds of 
similar maturity, based on the idea that in-
vestors are willing to pay a premium for 
bonds that have a sustainable impact.

•	 Context in India:

o	 Despite India’s green bond frame-
work being well-rated, the coun-
try’s sovereign green bonds have 
not seen significant green premi-
ums from private investors.

o	 This has affected the financing of 
green transition projects, crucial 
for India’s shift toward a sustain-
able energy future. (Hence, op-
tion B is correct) 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/econ-
omy/indian-sovereign-green-bonds-hardly-re-
ceived-any-green-premiums-from-private-inves-
tors-eco-survey/article68432557.ece

23.	 Solution: A
Li-Fi Technology:

•	 Li-Fi (Light Fidelity) is a wireless com-
munication technology using visible 
light, specifically LED bulbs, to transmit 
data. 
(Hence, Statement 1 is correct.)

•	 Invented by Professor Harald Haas in 
2011, Li-Fi offers high-speed, bidirec-
tional mobile communication similar 
to Wi-Fi, but with faster speeds, lower 
latency, and greater bandwidth (thou-
sands of terahertz). Li-Fi operates at 
much higher frequencies than Wi-Fi, 
which operates at a much lower frequen-
cy range. 
(Hence, Statement 2 is incorrect.)

•	 How Li-Fi operates: It works by modu-
lating LED light to encode binary data, 
which is then received and decoded by 
photodiodes, allowing wireless data 
transmission via visible light commu-
nication. 
(Hence, Statement 3 is correct.)

•	 Advantages of Li-Fi:

o	 Faster data transmission com-
pared to Wi-Fi.

o	 No electromagnetic interfer-
ence, making it ideal for electro-
magnetic-sensitive environ-
ments such as aircraft cabins, 
hospitals, and nuclear power 
plants.

o	 Utilizes unused visible light fre-
quencies for communication.

https://www.financialexpress.com/business/
defence-defence-ministry-dials-into-velmen-
nis-li-fi-technology-to-address-indian-na-
vys-communication-challenges-3540223/

24.	 Solution: A
Artificial Reefs: 

•	 Artificial reefs are human-made struc-
tures placed on the seabed using bio-
rock technology. (Hence, Statement-I 
is correct)

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/indian-sovereign-green-bonds-hardly-received-any-green-premiums-from-private-investors-eco-survey/article68432557.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/indian-sovereign-green-bonds-hardly-received-any-green-premiums-from-private-investors-eco-survey/article68432557.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/indian-sovereign-green-bonds-hardly-received-any-green-premiums-from-private-investors-eco-survey/article68432557.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/indian-sovereign-green-bonds-hardly-received-any-green-premiums-from-private-investors-eco-survey/article68432557.ece
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/defence-defence-ministry-dials-into-velmennis-li-fi-technology-to-address-indian-navys-communication-challenges-3540223/
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/defence-defence-ministry-dials-into-velmennis-li-fi-technology-to-address-indian-navys-communication-challenges-3540223/
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/defence-defence-ministry-dials-into-velmennis-li-fi-technology-to-address-indian-navys-communication-challenges-3540223/
https://www.financialexpress.com/business/defence-defence-ministry-dials-into-velmennis-li-fi-technology-to-address-indian-navys-communication-challenges-3540223/
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•	 Biorock technology involves passing 
a low electrical current through water 
via electrodes near a steel structure, 
attracting dissolved minerals that form a 
calcium carbonate layer, similar to natu-
ral coral reefs. (Hence, Statement-II is 
correct) 

•	 These reefs provide hard surfaces for 
organisms like algae, barnacles, corals, 
and oysters to attach, creating habitats 
for fish and benefiting the ecosystem.

•	 They also help absorb carbon dioxide 
and support local fishing communities 
by enhancing fish populations.

•	 Recently, 300 artificial reef modules 
were deployed off the coast of Ra-
meswaram, Tamil Nadu to enhance 
marine fisheries resources and coastal 
biodiversity. These reefs are located 3 
nautical miles offshore, at a depth of 
6 meters, benefiting fishermen from 
eight fishing villages.

Hence, both statements are correct, and 
Statement-II explains Statement-I as it de-
scribes the method behind the creation of artifi-
cial reefs using biorock technology.

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/
tamil-nadu/2024/Jul/25/turning-over-a-new-
reef-artificial-reefs-deployed-to-boost-sustain-
able-fishing-in-rameshwaram

25.	 Solution: B
Chief Justice of India Appointment Process: 

•	 Seniority Principle: The appointment of 
the Chief Justice of India (CJI) is typical-
ly based on the senior-most judge of the 
Supreme Court. The senior-most judge is 
usually appointed as the CJI, although this 
is more of a convention than an explicit 
constitutional requirement. The Con-
stitution of India does not specifically 
prescribe the seniority principle for 
appointing the CJI. (Hence, statement 1 
is incorrect) 

•	 Memorandum of Procedure (MoP): The 

Law Ministry seeks a recommendation 
from the outgoing CJI regarding the se-
lection of the next CJI. This recommenda-
tion is an essential part of the process for 
ensuring smooth transitions and continu-
ity in the judiciary.

•	 Presidential Appointment: After receiv-
ing the recommendation from the out-
going CJI, the President of India makes 
the formal appointment of the next CJI. 
The President’s role is limited to formally 
approving and appointing the CJI, follow-
ing the procedure outlined by the MoP. 
(Hence, statement 2 is correct)

•	 Tenure and Retirement: The CJI serves 
until reaching the age of 65, after which 
a new CJI is appointed. When the current 
CJI retires, the process of selecting the 
next senior-most judge begins, continu-
ing the cycle. (Hence, statement 3 is 
correct)

•	 Merit and Integrity Consideration: 
While seniority is the key consideration, 
merit and integrity are also crucial fac-
tors in the selection process. These qual-
ities are considered to ensure that the 
CJI possesses the required qualifications 
and character for the position. Previous 
appointments, like Justice Khanna’s, 
demonstrate the importance of these 
factors.

26.	 Correct Option: D
Justification:

Statement 1 supports the passage when true 
as it states how injury or invasion by parasite 
disturbs the mantle and leads to the secretion of 
the material that will form the pearl. 

Statement 2 supports the passage when true 
because it talks about thriving pearl industries 
which were in existence 5000 years ago. Hence, 
if these statements are false, they will not sup-
port the passage.

Question Level: Moderate

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2024/Jul/25/turning-over-a-new-reef-artificial-reefs-deployed-to-boost-sustainable-fishing-in-rameshwaram
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2024/Jul/25/turning-over-a-new-reef-artificial-reefs-deployed-to-boost-sustainable-fishing-in-rameshwaram
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2024/Jul/25/turning-over-a-new-reef-artificial-reefs-deployed-to-boost-sustainable-fishing-in-rameshwaram
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2024/Jul/25/turning-over-a-new-reef-artificial-reefs-deployed-to-boost-sustainable-fishing-in-rameshwaram
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27.	 Correct Option: B
Justification:
The share of P, Q and R,
= > [5*5 + 5*(5/7)*7]: [7*12]: [9*5 + 9*(2/3)*7]
= > [25 + 25]: [84]: [45 + 42]
= > 50: 84: 87
221’s = 99450
1’s = 450
The share of R = 84’s = Rs. 39150
Question Level: Moderate

28.	 Correct Option: D
Justification:
If the age of father at the present time = x years
His son age at the present time = (100-x) years.
x-5 / (100-x-5) = 2/1 ⇒ (x-5) = 2(95-x) ⇒ 3x = 
195 ⇒ x = 65
Ratio of the ages of man and son after 10 years = 
(65+10)/ (35+10) = 75/45 = 5/3 = 5:3
Hence, option (d) is correct.

Question Level: Moderate

29.	 Correct Option: D
Justification:
Let alcohol = 6x, water = 5x
According to the question,
6x – 22 × (6/11) : 5x – 22 × (5/11)+ 22 = 9 : 13
6x – 12 : 5x – 10 + 22 = 9 : 13
13 (6x – 12) = 9 (5x + 12)
78x – 156 = 45x + 108
78x – 45x = 156 + 108
33x = 264
x = 8
Water after replacement = 5 × 8 – 10 + 22 = 40 + 
22 = 52 litre
Hence, option D is correct.
Question Level: Easy

30.	 Correct Option: B
Justification:

Any 2 globes drawn can be either both of 1 
colour or one of either colour. To be sure to get 

1 pair, thus, another globe needs to be drawn. 
Thus, minimum of 3 globes need to be drawn. 
Hence, option (b) is the correct answer.

Question Level: Easy


