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Q. Critically examine the validity of internet shutdowns in India in the light of 

Supreme Court judgments. Analyze their impact on fundamental rights and 

governance, and suggest measures to balance public safety with democratic 

principles. (15 M) 

 Introduction 

Internet shutdowns in India, often invoked for public safety and national security, have 

faced criticism for their overuse and lack of transparency. The Supreme Court in Anuradha 

Bhasin vs Union of India (2020) recognized internet access as a fundamental right, 

mandating that restrictions must be temporary, necessary, proportionate, and transparent. 
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Body 

Validity of internet shutdowns in light of Supreme Court judgments 

1. Fundamental rights under Articles 19 and 21: The Anuradha Bhasin judgment 

established that internet restrictions directly affect freedom of expression (Article 

19(1)(a)) and the right to livelihood (Article 21) and must meet strict constitutional 

tests. 

o Eg: Blanket shutdowns in Jammu & Kashmir after Article 370 abrogation 

(2019) were criticized for being excessive and prolonged. 

2. Necessity and proportionality principle: The Court held that restrictions must be 

proportionate to the risk and implemented as the last resort. 

o Eg: Shutdowns during the 2020 Haryana farmers’ protests failed to justify 

necessity as protests remained largely peaceful. 

3. Mandate for transparency: The Court directed that all shutdown orders must be 

published and subjected to periodic review to ensure accountability. 

o Eg: Non-publication of shutdown orders in J&K (2021) after Syed Ali Shah 

Geelani’s death highlighted poor compliance with transparency norms. 

4. Global comparisons: India leads the world in internet shutdowns, with 84 cases in 

2022 (Access Now Report), raising concerns about alignment with international 

norms on digital rights. 

Impact of internet shutdowns on fundamental rights and governance 

1. Curtailment of fundamental rights: Shutdowns restrict freedom of speech, access 

to education, and healthcare, disproportionately affecting vulnerable groups. 

o Eg: During CAA protests in Assam and UP (2019), internet bans hindered 

communication and stifled dissent. 

2. Economic disruption: Internet bans severely impact businesses, digital payments, 

and online services. 

o Eg: India incurred $2.8 billion in losses in 2020 due to 129 shutdowns 

(Top10VPN Report). 

3. Governance deficit: Non-transparent shutdowns undermine trust in the government, 

reducing accountability and citizen engagement. 

o Eg: Delays in publishing suspension orders, such as during J&K internet 

bans, exacerbate public mistrust. 

4. Social inequalities: Shutdowns disproportionately affect rural areas and marginalized 

communities dependent on mobile data. 

o Eg: Rural students in J&K lost access to online education during extended 

bans in 2020. 

5. Impact on press freedom and information flow: Media and journalists face barriers 

in reporting, weakening democracy. 

o Eg: Restrictions post-Article 370 abrogation restricted local and global 

reporting, impacting press freedom. 
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Measures to balance public safety with democratic principles 

1. Legislative reforms: Amend the Telecom Suspension Rules, 2017 to include 

provisions for judicial review, mandatory publication, and strict timelines for 

shutdowns. 

o Eg: Incorporate penalties for non-compliance and set up independent 

oversight mechanisms. 

2. Targeted restrictions over blanket bans: Deploy geo-fencing or content filtering 

to avoid blanket internet suspensions. 

o Eg: The EU uses targeted restrictions to address specific threats while 

maintaining connectivity for broader public use. 

3. Strengthen judicial oversight: Establish independent review committees to evaluate 

the legality of shutdowns in real time. 

o Eg: Empower the judiciary to proactively monitor shutdowns based on the 

Anuradha Bhasin guidelines. 

4. Increase awareness among officials: Train administrative authorities on 

constitutional obligations, judicial mandates, and alternative security measures. 

o Eg: Meghalaya’s RTI response revealed ignorance of Anuradha Bhasin, 

emphasizing the need for capacity building. 

5. Expand digital infrastructure: Develop affordable broadband services to reduce 

dependence on mobile data, the primary target of shutdowns. 

o Eg: Projects like BharatNet can provide robust internet access in rural and 

semi-urban areas. 

6. Adopt global best practices: Align with UN digital rights guidelines to limit 

internet restrictions to extreme emergencies and protect citizens’ rights. 

o Eg: Estonia ensures uninterrupted access as part of its e-governance model, 

even during crises. 

7. Public accountability and transparency: Mandate the immediate publication of 

orders and regular reviews to ensure compliance. 

o Eg: States like Haryana could improve trust by uploading all shutdown orders 

on public portals. 

Conclusion 

Internet shutdowns must be used as a last resort in genuine emergencies, adhering to 

principles of proportionality, necessity, and transparency. India needs legislative reforms, 

technological solutions, and stronger judicial oversight to balance public safety with 

democratic principles and fundamental rights in the digital era. 

Q. Analyze the importance of constitutional morality in a democracy. How can 

institutions and civil society work together to strengthen it in India? (15 M) 

Introduction 

Constitutional morality refers to adherence to the spirit and principles of the Constitution, 
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going beyond its mere textual provisions. It embodies the ideals of justice, liberty, equality, 

and fraternity, ensuring governance remains ethical and inclusive even in challenging times. 

Body 

Importance of constitutional morality in a democracy 

1. Preventing majoritarianism: Safeguards the rights of minorities against the potential 

misuse of power by the majority. 

o Eg: The Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973) upheld the Basic Structure 

Doctrine to prevent erosion of constitutional principles. 

2. Strengthening the rule of law: Ensures all institutions and individuals, including the 

state, act within the framework of the Constitution. 

o Eg: The Supreme Court in Vineet Narain vs Union of India (1998) 

institutionalized CBI autonomy, ensuring accountability in governance. 

3. Upholding constitutional values: Reinforces justice, equality, liberty, and fraternity, 

the core tenets of the Preamble. 

o Eg: The Supreme Court in Maneka Gandhi vs Union of India (1978) 

expanded Article 21 to include fairness and due process. 

4. Guiding governance practices: Promotes ethical policymaking aligned with 

constitutional ideals. 

o Eg: The Right to Education Act, 2009, reflects constitutional morality under 

Article 21A by ensuring equitable access to education. 

5. Ensuring participative democracy: Builds trust in institutions, empowering citizens 

to engage meaningfully in governance. 

o Eg: The RTI Act, 2005, enhances transparency and citizen participation, 

strengthening accountability. 

6. Promoting inclusivity: Bridges social divides and ensures equal opportunity for all. 

o Eg: The Navtej Singh Johar Case (2018) decriminalized homosexuality 

under Section 377, reaffirming the values of dignity and equality. 

How institutions can strengthen constitutional morality 

1. Judiciary as a guardian: Enforces constitutional principles through progressive 

interpretations. 

o Eg: The Supreme Court’s Puttaswamy Judgment (2017) upheld privacy as a 

fundamental right, reinforcing Article 21. 

2. Legislature promoting inclusivity: Enacts laws that reflect constitutional values. 

o Eg: The Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019, safeguards 

the dignity and rights of marginalized groups. 

3. Election Commission ensuring fairness: Upholds free and fair elections as 

mandated under Article 324. 

o Eg: EC's proactive measures during the 2021 West Bengal elections 

ensured fair electoral practices. 
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4. Civil services upholding neutrality: Implements policies in an unbiased manner, 

ensuring alignment with constitutional values. 

o Eg: Mission Karmayogi, launched in 2020, trains civil servants in ethical 

governance. 

5. Educational institutions fostering awareness: Include constitutional literacy to 

create informed citizens. 

o Eg: The 2023 CBSE initiative introduced Constitution-focused case studies 

to promote understanding of fundamental rights and duties. 

How civil society can strengthen constitutional morality 

1. Advocacy for rights and accountability: Raises awareness and challenges power 

misuse. 

o Eg: RTI activism, supported by organizations like Mazdoor Kisan Shakti 

Sangathan (MKSS), holds governments accountable. 

2. Promoting participative democracy: Involves citizens in policy discussions and 

implementation. 

o Eg: The Nirbhaya Campaign (2012) galvanized public demand for stronger 

laws against sexual violence. 

3. Fostering constitutional literacy: Educates citizens about their rights and duties. 

o Eg: Initiatives by PRS Legislative Research aim to enhance citizen 

engagement with legislative processes. 

4. Building a culture of tolerance: Promotes societal harmony by fostering fraternity 

and respect for diversity. 

o Eg: Movements like ‘Sadbhavana Diwas’ encourage inter-community 

harmony and unity. 

5. Collaborating with institutions: Partners with government bodies to improve service 

delivery and policy implementation. 

o Eg: NGOs like Pratham partner with state governments to strengthen school 

education under RTE. 

Conclusion 

Constitutional morality ensures that governance remains rooted in ethical principles, 

transcending political and societal challenges. By fostering constitutional literacy and 

promoting institutional reforms, India can reinforce its democratic fabric and set an example 

of inclusive governance for the world. 

Q. Do you think India’s defamation laws hinder freedom of expression, or do 

they provide necessary checks? Justify your opinion with examples. (10 M) 

Introduction 

Defamation laws, under Section 356 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 2023, seek to 

balance freedom of speech (Article 19(1)(a)) and right to reputation (Article 21), but their 

impact on free expression remains contentious. 
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Body 

Defamation laws as necessary checks 

1. Protection of individual dignity: Defamation laws safeguard personal and 

professional reputations from harm. 

o Eg: The Supreme Court in Subramanian Swamy v. Union of India (2016) 

upheld criminal defamation as necessary to protect reputation under Article 

21. 

2. Deterrence against fake news: Criminal defamation curbs the spread of malicious 

falsehoods, particularly in the digital age. 

o Eg: COVID-19 misinformation campaigns targeting health officials and 

policies were addressed using defamation provisions. 

3. Accountability in public discourse: Promotes responsible communication and 

discourages baseless personal attacks. 

o Eg: Ratan Tata filed defamation suits to counter unfounded allegations that 

could damage his integrity. 

4. Cultural and social harmony: Prevents defamatory content from fueling communal 

or societal discord. 

o Eg: Defamation provisions were used in hate speech cases to maintain 

peace in sensitive regions. 

5. Checks on media accountability: Holds media and platforms responsible for 

publishing unverified defamatory content. 

o Eg: Defamation suits against news outlets for false reporting reinforce 

accountability. 

Defamation laws hindering freedom of expression 

1. Chilling effect on dissent: Fear of prosecution discourages individuals and 

journalists from voicing legitimate criticism. 

o Eg: Investigative journalists face multiple defamation suits, forcing self-

censorship on issues like corruption and corporate malpractice. 

2. Weaponization against critics: Defamation is often misused to silence opposition, 

activists, and whistle-blowers. 

o Eg: SLAPP suits by corporations aim to suppress critical reports and public 

interest disclosures. 

3. Ambiguity in legal provisions: Vague definitions of defamation lead to arbitrary 

enforcement and legal uncertainty. 

o Eg: In the Delhi CM retweet case (2024), unclear liability on social media 

posts was debated in court. 

4. Overburdened judiciary: The sheer volume of defamation cases delays justice and 

burdens courts. 

o Eg: NCRB data (2023) reported thousands of pending defamation cases, 

straining judicial resources. 
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5. Impact on digital expression: Strict defamation laws restrict open discussions and 

creative freedom online. 

o Eg: Social media influencers face defamation suits for expressing personal 

views or criticisms. 

Conclusion 

Defamation laws are essential for safeguarding reputations but require reforms to prevent 

misuse. Strengthening civil remedies, reducing reliance on criminal penalties, and 

introducing clear digital guidelines can ensure a balance between free expression and 

reputation protection in a democracy. 

 

Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues 

and challenges pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of 

powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein. 

Q. Examine the reasons for delays in conducting elections to Urban Local 

Governments (ULGs) despite constitutional mandates. What measures can be 

taken to address these delays and strengthen urban governance? ( 15 M) 

Introduction 

Urban Local Governments (ULGs), established under the 74th Constitutional Amendment 

Act (1992), are vital for decentralized governance. However, delays in their elections 

compromise accountability, weaken local democracy, and impede urban development. 

Despite constitutional provisions, these delays persist due to several systemic and political 

factors. 

Body 

Reasons for delays in conducting ULG elections 

1. State government control: State governments frequently delay elections, using 

administrative or political pretexts, which undermines decentralization. 

o Eg: The CAG Report (2024) observed that elections were delayed in over 

60% of ULGs. 

2. Delay in ward delimitation: Delimitation exercises, often influenced by political 

motives, face prolonged delays and court challenges. 

o Eg: In Karnataka, ward delimitation delays caused an 11-month gap between 

ULG elections and council formation (Janaagraha Report). 

3. Litigation and reservation disputes: Legal challenges related to caste or gender-

based reservations in wards often postpone elections. 

o Eg: Uttar Pradesh (2022) faced delays due to court cases regarding OBC 

reservations in municipal wards. 



 

11 
 

4. Disempowered state election commissions (SECs): SECs lack autonomy and 

depend on state governments for resources, impacting their ability to conduct timely 

elections. 

o Eg: Only 4 out of 15 states have empowered SECs to manage ward 

delimitation independently (CAG Report, 2024). 

5. Political neglect and apathy: Local bodies are treated as extensions of state 

governments rather than autonomous democratic entities. 

o Eg: Delays in council formation post-elections are common, as seen in Tamil 

Nadu and Odisha. 

6. Administrative inefficiencies: Inefficient bureaucratic procedures and lack of 

coordination between departments delay preparatory processes for elections. 

o Eg: Municipal elections in Delhi (2022) were postponed due to administrative 

mismanagement. 

7. Urban population growth complexities: Rapid urbanization has increased the 

number and complexity of ULGs, making elections more resource-intensive. 

o Eg: India’s urban population is projected to cross 50% by 2050, necessitating 

more robust election planning. 

Measures to address delays and strengthen urban governance 

1. Empowering state election commissions: SECs should be granted full autonomy for 

scheduling and conducting elections, along with financial independence. 

o Eg: The Second ARC (2007) recommended providing SECs with 

constitutional status similar to the Election Commission of India. 

2. Mandatory timelines for elections: Enforce strict adherence to the constitutional 

mandate of elections every five years with penalties for delays. 

o Eg: The High-Level Committee (2024) suggested aligning ULG elections 

with Lok Sabha and state elections for better synchronization. 

3. Independent ward delimitation authorities: Separate bodies should manage ward 

boundaries and reservation processes to reduce delays. 

o Eg: The Law Commission (2018) recommended dedicated delimitation 

commissions for ULGs. 

4. Decentralization of administrative powers: Reduce state control over ULGs by 

granting them greater financial and administrative autonomy. 

o Eg: Kerala’s People’s Planning Campaign has demonstrated the success of 

empowering local bodies. 

5. Capacity-building for ULGs: Equip local bodies with the training and resources 

necessary for efficient governance and election preparation. 

o Eg: Programs like AMRUT 2.0 and Smart Cities Mission include provisions 

for building local governance capacities. 

6. Strengthen accountability mechanisms: Introduce performance audits and citizen 

charters to ensure local governments meet governance and service delivery 

expectations. 
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o Eg: The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) has recommended 

performance audits for ULGs to enhance accountability. 

7. Increased public participation: Encourage citizen engagement in urban governance 

to create demand for timely elections and better representation. 

o Eg: Initiatives like MyGov Urban Portal enable greater citizen involvement 

in local governance. 

8. Leverage technology: Use digital platforms for election management, reducing 

delays and improving transparency in urban local governance. 

o Eg: Digitization of electoral rolls and GIS mapping for ward delimitation in 

Telangana Municipal Elections (2021) improved efficiency. 

Conclusion 

Timely elections to ULGs are crucial for ensuring accountable and responsive urban 

governance. Strengthening SECs, decentralizing powers, and leveraging technology can 

create a robust framework to uphold the constitutional mandate and foster sustainable urban 

development. Empowered local governments are essential for addressing the challenges 

of India’s rapidly urbanizing population. 

 

 

Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal 

mechanisms and institutions. 
 

Comparison of the Indian constitutional scheme with that of other 

countries. 

Parliament and State legislatures—structure, functioning, 

conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of 

these. 
 

Q. Discuss the need for reforms in parliamentary procedures to ensure 

constructive debates and better utilization of House time in addressing public 

concerns. (10 M) 

Introduction 

The Indian Parliament, as the apex legislative institution, is critical for addressing public 

concerns and holding the executive accountable. However, issues like frequent disruptions, 

low productivity, and avoidance of key debates necessitate reforms to enhance its 

effectiveness. 
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Body 

Challenges in parliamentary functioning 

1. Frequent disruptions: Unruly behavior and partisan politics lead to repeated 

adjournments, wasting legislative time. 

o Eg: In the Winter Session 2023, 35% of time was lost due to disruptions over 

political controversies (PRS Legislative Research). 

2. Declining working days: The number of sitting days has significantly reduced, 

limiting opportunities for meaningful deliberation. 

o Eg: In 2023, Parliament convened for only 55 days, far below the NCRWC’s 

recommended 100 days annually. 

3. Avoidance of critical issues: Pressing concerns like unemployment and regional 

conflicts are often sidelined in favor of political narratives. 

o Eg: Despite widespread protests, Manipur violence saw limited discussion 

during multiple sessions. 

4. Inefficient Question Hour: Disruptions during Question Hour hinder accountability 

and weaken parliamentary oversight. 

o Eg: During the 2022 Monsoon Session, nearly 20% of Question Hour time 

was lost to interruptions. 

5. Dominance of government business: Opposition members and private bills receive 

inadequate attention in the legislative process. 

o Eg: In the Budget Session 2022, only 14% of private members’ bills were 

discussed. 

Need for reforms in parliamentary procedures 

1. Mandatory minimum sitting days: Implement a rule for Parliament to sit at least 

100 days annually, ensuring adequate time for discussions. 

o Eg: The 1950s average of 120 sittings per year allowed for comprehensive 

debates on public issues. 

2. Empowering the Speaker: Strengthen the Speaker’s role to penalize disruptions 

while maintaining neutrality. 

o Eg: The UK House of Commons Speaker effectively enforces decorum 

without political bias. 

3. Time slots for public issues: Reserve dedicated time for debates on national and 

regional issues, ensuring they are prioritized. 

o Eg: In Germany, agenda-setting includes mandatory discussion of public 

petitions within specified timeframes. 

4. Streamlining Question Hour: Improve adherence to schedules and use technology 

for real-time tracking and responses. 

o Eg: The Australian Parliament uses digital tools to streamline Question 

Hour and enhance productivity. 
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5. Enhanced focus on private members' bills: Allocate specific hours to discuss 

private members’ contributions, ensuring diverse perspectives. 

o Eg: In New Zealand, private members’ bills are given one sitting day per 

week for consideration. 

6. Pre-legislative consultations: Institutionalize consultations with stakeholders before 

introducing key bills to improve inclusivity. 

o Eg: The Karnataka Assembly has implemented pre-legislative stakeholder 

discussions to prioritize public input. 

Conclusion 

Reforms in parliamentary procedures are essential to restore public trust and ensure efficient 

functioning of democracy. By mandating more sitting days, empowering impartial leadership, 

and prioritizing public concerns, India can strengthen its legislative processes to meet the 

demands of a dynamic and evolving democracy. These reforms will ensure Parliament 

remains a beacon of accountability and effective governance. 

 

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the 

Judiciary—Ministries and Departments of the Government; 

pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role 

in the Polity. 
 

Q. “Short tenures of High Court Chief Justices limit the scope for institutional 

innovation and reform”.Analyze the reasons for this trend and suggest measures 

to address it. (15 M) 

Introduction 

Short tenures of High Court Chief Justices hinder their ability to implement long-term 

reforms, address state-specific legal challenges, and ensure continuity in judicial 

administration. This undermines the institutional effectiveness of the judiciary, which is 

critical for justice and rule of law. 

Body 

How short tenures limit institutional innovation and reform 

1. Lack of continuity in leadership: Frequent changes prevent sustained reforms and 

disrupt ongoing initiatives. 

o Eg: Justice Rajiv Shakdher served only 24 days as Chief Justice of Himachal 

Pradesh High Court in 2023, leaving no time to initiate reforms. 
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2. Insufficient understanding of state-specific challenges: Chief Justices often lack 

time to grasp regional judicial issues, such as infrastructural backlogs or pendency. 

o Eg: Justice Tashi Rabstan served a six-month tenure as Chief Justice of 

Jammu and Kashmir High Court in 2023, limiting his capacity to address 

region-specific needs. 

3. Impeded reform implementation: Short terms prevent Chief Justices from initiating 

or monitoring long-term projects like digitization or judicial infrastructure upgrades. 

o Eg: Leadership disruptions have delayed the progress of e-Courts projects 

under the National Judicial Data Grid in several High Courts. 

4. Impact on judge appointments: Short tenures disrupt the process of recommending 

judges, exacerbating vacancies in High Courts. 

o Eg: As of 2023, High Courts face a 30% vacancy rate, impeding judicial 

efficiency (Source: Ministry of Law and Justice). 

5. Reduced institutional accountability: Short terms discourage Chief Justices from 

taking bold reform measures due to lack of time to ensure their success or continuity. 

Reasons for this trend 

1. Retirement age limitation: The retirement age of High Court judges is 62 years, 

leading to short tenures when judges are appointed late in their careers. 

o Eg: Justice Manmohan served only two months as Chief Justice of Delhi 

High Court in 2023 before his elevation to the Supreme Court. 

2. Frequent transfers: Chief Justices are often transferred for administrative reasons, 

disrupting continuity. 

o Eg: Frequent transfers have resulted in some High Courts having multiple 

Chief Justices within a single year. 

3. Delayed appointments: Delays in collegium recommendations and government 

approvals result in short effective tenures. 

o Eg: Interim Chief Justices often lead High Courts for months due to delays in 

permanent appointments, such as in the Punjab and Haryana High Court in 

2022. 

4. Seniority-based appointments: The tradition of appointing the senior-most judge as 

Chief Justice often results in shorter tenures. 

o Eg: Justice Indra Prasanna Mukerji served only one year as Chief Justice 

of Meghalaya High Court due to his seniority-based elevation. 

5. Increased workload and administrative complexities: The rising complexity of 

judicial and administrative responsibilities leaves less time for reform-oriented 

leadership during short tenures. 

Measures to address the issue 

1. Increase retirement age: Raising the retirement age for High Court judges to 65 

years, as recommended by the National Commission to Review the Working of the 

Constitution (2002), will ensure longer tenures. 
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o Eg: This measure would align High Court judges' retirement age with that of 

Supreme Court judges. 

2. Minimum tenure requirement: Introduce a mandatory minimum tenure of two to 

three years for Chief Justices to ensure stability and continuity. 

o Eg: A policy similar to the fixed tenure for administrative posts in civil 

services could provide a model for implementation. 

3. Streamline appointment processes: Expedite the collegium process and government 

approvals to avoid delays. 

o Eg: A fixed timeline for judicial appointments, as suggested in the Judicial 

Appointments Commission debate, can reduce interim leadership. 

4. Reform seniority norms: Appoint Chief Justices based on merit and ability rather 

than rigid seniority to prioritize effective and longer tenures. 

o Eg: The Law Commission of India’s 230th Report advocates for more 

flexible appointment criteria. 

5. Limit transfers: Reform transfer policies to reduce unnecessary leadership changes. 

o Eg: Transfer policies for Chief Justices should focus on exceptional needs 

rather than routine practices. 

6. Enhance support mechanisms: Provide Chief Justices with dedicated administrative 

teams to handle routine tasks, allowing them to focus on reforms. 

o Eg: Establishing judicial secretariats at High Courts to streamline 

administrative duties can improve efficiency. 

7. Stakeholder consultations: Engage judiciary, Bar Councils, and legal experts to 

evolve sustainable solutions for effective leadership. 

o Eg: Periodic reviews involving the Supreme Court Collegium and Bar 

Associations can ensure systemic improvements. 

Conclusion 

Longer tenures for High Court Chief Justices are essential for institutional stability, reform, 

and efficiency. Addressing this issue through retirement policy changes, streamlined 

appointments, and administrative support is critical to strengthening the judiciary's ability 

to deliver justice and uphold public trust. 

Q. “Judicial independence is sacrosanct, but so is judicial accountability”. 

Examine this statement in the context of the procedural challenges in removing 

judges in India. Suggest reforms to make the process more effective while 

upholding constitutional values. (15 M) 

Introduction 

Judicial independence ensures that judges can act without fear or favor, while judicial 

accountability upholds public trust and transparency. Balancing these principles is critical for 

preserving the rule of law and maintaining the integrity of the judiciary. 
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Body 

Judicial independence is sacrosanct, but so is judicial accountability 

1. Protection of judicial integrity: Judicial independence ensures freedom from 

external pressures, safeguarding impartial decisions. 

o Eg: Article 50 of the Directive Principles of State Policy separates the 

executive and judiciary to ensure independence. 

2. Need for accountability to preserve public trust: Judicial accountability ensures 

that judges uphold ethical standards and transparency in decision-making. 

o Eg: The ‘Reinstatement of Values of Judicial Life’ (1997) highlights the 

importance of conduct that reaffirms public faith. 

3. Interdependence of both principles: Independence without accountability can lead 

to misuse of power, while excessive accountability may undermine independence. 

o Eg: Justice Ruma Pal observed that accountability cannot come at the cost of 

compromising judicial freedom. 

Procedural challenges in removing judges in India 

1. Ambiguity in terms like ‘proved misbehaviour’ and ‘incapacity’: The Constitution 

does not define these terms, leading to subjective interpretations. 

o Eg: Judicial misconduct cases like Justice V. Ramaswami’s impeachment 

(1993) highlight these challenges. 

2. Cumbersome removal process: Articles 124(4) and 217 prescribe a complex process 

requiring a special majority in both Houses, making removal rare. 

o Eg: Justice Soumitra Sen (2011) was impeached in Rajya Sabha but the 

process stalled in Lok Sabha. 

3. Dependency on Parliament for removal: The initiation of impeachment depends on 

political will, creating scope for partisan interference. 

o Eg: Judges Inquiry Act, 1968 limits initiation to a specific number of MPs 

(50 in Rajya Sabha, 100 in Lok Sabha). 

4. Lack of minor disciplinary measures: The existing mechanism allows only extreme 

punishment (removal), with no provisions for minor penalties. 

o Eg: The Judges Inquiry Bill, 2006 proposed minor measures like public 

censure, which remain unimplemented. 

5. Slow inquiry process: The time-consuming inquiry delays justice and reduces 

accountability. 

o Eg: Judicial proceedings can span years, as seen in the stalled impeachment of 

judges in multiple cases. 

6. Lack of transparency: The process often lacks public scrutiny, raising questions 

about fairness and efficiency. 

o Eg: Allegations of misconduct against judges often remain unresolved due to 

lack of public oversight. 
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Reforms to make the process more effective while upholding constitutional values 

1. Clear definition of ‘misbehaviour’ and ‘incapacity’: Codify these terms to 

eliminate ambiguities and ensure objective assessment. 

o Eg: Incorporate standards like violation of ethical conduct as proposed in the 

Judges Inquiry Bill, 2006. 

2. Introduction of minor disciplinary measures: Implement minor measures like 

warnings, censure, or withdrawal of judicial work for non-removal misconduct. 

o Eg: Adopt the framework from UK’s Judicial Discipline Regulations, which 

provides for reprimands and suspension. 

3. Time-bound inquiry mechanism: Set strict timelines for inquiry proceedings to 

ensure swift accountability without undue delays. 

o Eg: Introduce fixed time limits, similar to procedures under US Judicial 

Conduct and Disability Act. 

4. Independent judicial oversight body: Establish an independent committee to 

oversee judicial conduct without political interference. 

o Eg: Create a National Judicial Oversight Commission as recommended by 

the Law Commission of India (230th Report). 

5. Enhanced transparency in proceedings: Ensure public access to non-sensitive 

aspects of the inquiry process to build confidence. 

o Eg: Use practices like Canada’s Judicial Council, which conducts open 

hearings for judicial misconduct cases. 

6. Mandatory ethical training for judges: Regular training on ethical conduct and 

judicial responsibilities to prevent misconduct. 

o Eg: Incorporate annual ethical assessments similar to the Singapore Judicial 

Ethics Training Programs. 

7. Empowered internal mechanisms in judiciary: Strengthen the Collegium system to 

internally address issues of judicial conduct. 

o Eg: A structured system within the Supreme Court Collegium for addressing 

complaints swiftly. 

Conclusion 

Ensuring judicial independence while strengthening accountability is key to upholding 

constitutional values. By implementing clear definitions, minor disciplinary measures, and 

transparent mechanisms, India can create a robust framework that preserves the dignity of 

the judiciary while holding judges accountable. 

Q. Explain the constitutional provisions regarding the appointment of Governors 

in India. How can the process be reformed to ensure impartiality and adherence 

to federal principles? (10 M) 

Introduction 
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The Governor, as the constitutional head of a State, plays a critical role in India’s federal 

structure. However, the process of appointment and the perceived political allegiance of 

Governors have often led to controversies, highlighting the need for reforms. 

Body 

Constitutional provisions regarding the appointment of Governors 

1. Article 155: The Governor of a State shall be appointed by the President by warrant 

under his hand and seal. 

o This reflects the unitary tilt of the Indian Constitution, enabling the Centre 

to influence State governance. 

2. Article 156: Governors hold office at the pleasure of the President, with a 

conventionally fixed tenure of five years. 

o Eg: The 2014 dismissal of Governors in Uttarakhand and Arunachal 

Pradesh sparked debates on the arbitrary use of the "pleasure doctrine." 

3. Qualifications: The Constitution mandates that a Governor must be a citizen of India 

and at least 35 years old. 

4. All-India nature of eligibility: No requirement for a Governor to belong to the State 

they govern, promoting integration. 

o The practice of appointing Governors from outside the State aims to 

reduce local bias but has faced resistance, such as in Tamil Nadu in 2021. 

5. Discretionary powers: Governors can reserve Bills for Presidential assent or 

withhold assent entirely, often creating friction. 

o Eg: The Kerala Governor’s withholding of university Bills in 2023 

highlighted this tension. 

Challenges in the current process 

1. Political appointments: Governors are often selected based on political affiliations, 

undermining impartiality. 

o Eg: The role of the West Bengal Governor in 2021 was criticized for 

allegedly favoring the Centre during State-Centre conflicts. 

2. Lack of State consultation: The absence of mandatory State consultation weakens 

cooperative federalism. 

o Eg: The Sarkaria Commission (1988) recommended consulting the Chief 

Minister for appointments, yet this remains unimplemented. 

3. Ambiguity in removal: The "pleasure of the President" clause enables arbitrary 

removals. 

o Eg: 2014 mass dismissals of UPA-appointed Governors raised questions 

about political motives in removals. 

4. Conflict in legislative roles: The Governor’s ability to withhold or delay assent to 

Bills disrupts State governance. 
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o Eg: Maharashtra Governor’s actions in 2022 delayed the resolution of key 

State Bills. 

5. Perception of central dominance: The Governor is often seen as an agent of the 

Centre, diluting State autonomy. 

o Eg: The West Bengal Governor’s frequent interventions in 2021 were seen 

as encroachments on State powers. 

Reforms to ensure impartiality and adherence to federal principles 

1. Transparent appointment process: Develop a non-partisan, merit-based framework 

for appointments. 

o Eg: The Punchhi Commission (2010) recommended specific criteria for 

appointing Governors to reduce bias. 

2. Mandatory consultation with States: Require consultation with the Chief Minister 

to uphold federalism. 

o Eg: The Sarkaria Commission (1988) emphasized State consultation to 

ensure harmony in Centre-State relations. 

3. Fixed tenure with safeguards: Provide Governors with a fixed tenure, ensuring 

removal only through a defined process. 

o Eg: The Punchhi Commission proposed a five-year tenure and safeguards 

akin to impeachment. 

4. Judicial oversight: Allow judicial review of dismissals to ensure accountability. 

o Eg: The Supreme Court in BP Singhal vs Union of India (2010) ruled that 

Governors cannot be removed arbitrarily. 

5. Training and sensitization: Conduct formal training programs for Governors to 

ensure they understand their constitutional role. 

o Eg: Regular workshops for Governors, as proposed by think tanks like PRS 

Legislative Research, can help foster impartiality. 

Conclusion 

Ensuring the neutrality and efficiency of Governors is critical for preserving India’s federal 

spirit. Implementing the recommendations of the Sarkaria and Punchhi Commissions, 

coupled with structural reforms, will foster trust and strengthen the Governor’s role as 

a constitutional authority rather than a political instrument. 
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Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act. 

Q. Evaluate the challenges posed by frequent by-elections necessitated by 

candidates contesting from multiple constituencies. What are its implications?. 

How can electoral laws in India address these challenges effectively? (15 M) 

Introduction 

Frequent by-elections caused by candidates contesting multiple constituencies create 

significant financial, administrative, and political challenges for India’s electoral system. 

Resolving this issue requires comprehensive legal and policy reforms to safeguard 

democratic principles and improve governance. 

Body 

Challenges posed by frequent by-elections 

1. High financial cost: Organizing by-elections adds to the already substantial costs of 

elections. 

o Eg: The 2024 Lok Sabha elections cost ₹6,931 crore, with additional costs 

incurred for by-elections, burdening taxpayers. 

2. Unfair advantage to ruling parties: By-elections often favor ruling parties that can 

leverage state resources and influence administration. 

o Eg: Data from past by-elections shows a 70% success rate for ruling 

parties, especially in State Assemblies. 

3. Diversion of administrative resources: Frequent elections disrupt governance by 

diverting personnel and funds to electoral management. 

o Eg: Election Commission staff and law enforcement agencies are 

redeployed, affecting service delivery. 

4. Hedging by candidates: Contesting multiple constituencies allows candidates to 

prioritize personal or party gains over public representation. 

o Eg: In 2024, several leaders, including Mamata Banerjee (Nandigram), 

contested two seats to ensure their political survival. 

5. Voter disillusionment: Repeated by-elections reduce trust in democratic institutions 

and voter turnout. 

o Eg: The Wayanad by-election (2024) recorded a voter turnout of 64.24%, 

down from 72.92% in the general election. 

Implications of frequent by-elections 

1. Erosion of democratic accountability: Candidates vacating seats undermine the 

principle of "one vote, one representation." 

o Eg: The Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay vs Union of India petition (2023) 

argued that this practice violates Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution. 
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2. Increased political instability: Vacancies caused by resignations create gaps in 

governance and political representation. 

o Eg: Uttarakhand’s by-election in 2022 delayed policymaking in Uttarakhand 

during a crucial period. 

3. Wastage of public funds: Parties spend excessively on by-elections, often funded by 

unaccounted money, promoting corruption. 

o Eg: The Centre for Media Studies estimated political spending at ₹250 

crore per constituency during the 2024 elections. 

4. Reinforcement of personality-driven politics: By-elections emphasize the 

dominance of leaders, especially in family-centric or regional parties. 

o Eg: Leaders often contest multiple seats, reflecting leader-centric strategies. 

5. Delay in developmental activities: Constituencies without a representative for 

months face stalled projects and delayed decision-making. 

o Eg: Delayed by-elections in Tamil Nadu (2021) led to developmental 

stagnation in key regions. 

How electoral laws can address these challenges effectively 

1. Limit candidacy to one constituency: Amend the Representation of the People Act, 

1951, to restrict candidates to contesting from a single constituency. 

o Eg: Election Commission of India (2004) and Law Commission (255th 

Report) recommended this reform. 

2. Recover costs of by-elections: Impose financial penalties on candidates vacating 

seats to deter multiple candidacies. 

o Eg: The Election Commission proposed recovering ₹12.76 crore per 

vacated seat from candidates. 

3. Postpone by-elections: Amend Section 151A of the Representation of People Act to 

conduct by-elections after a one-year gap, ensuring fair competition. 

o Eg: This would mitigate ruling party advantages during immediate by-

elections. 

4. Strengthen public awareness: Conduct voter awareness campaigns to highlight the 

financial and democratic costs of frequent by-elections. 

o Eg: Initiatives like SVEEP (Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral 

Participation) can be adapted for this purpose. 

5. Adopt international practices: Learn from countries like the UK, which banned 

multiple candidacies in 1983, or Bangladesh, which limits candidates to three 

constituencies. 

o Eg: These models emphasize accountability and simplify representation. 

Conclusion 

Frequent by-elections undermine democratic accountability and financial prudence while 

disrupting governance. Comprehensive legal reforms, like restricting candidates to one 
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constituency and imposing penalties for vacating seats, are critical to ensuring electoral 

efficiency and fairness in India’s democracy. 

 

Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions 

and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies. 

Q. Explain the constitutional provisions regarding the appointment of Governors 

in India. How can the process be reformed to ensure impartiality and adherence 

to federal principles? (10 M) 

Introduction 

The Governor, as the constitutional head of a State, plays a critical role in India’s federal 

structure. However, the process of appointment and the perceived political allegiance of 

Governors have often led to controversies, highlighting the need for reforms. 

Body 

Constitutional provisions regarding the appointment of Governors 

6. Article 155: The Governor of a State shall be appointed by the President by warrant 

under his hand and seal. 

o This reflects the unitary tilt of the Indian Constitution, enabling the Centre 

to influence State governance. 

7. Article 156: Governors hold office at the pleasure of the President, with a 

conventionally fixed tenure of five years. 

o Eg: The 2014 dismissal of Governors in Uttarakhand and Arunachal 

Pradesh sparked debates on the arbitrary use of the "pleasure doctrine." 

8. Qualifications: The Constitution mandates that a Governor must be a citizen of India 

and at least 35 years old. 

9. All-India nature of eligibility: No requirement for a Governor to belong to the State 

they govern, promoting integration. 

o The practice of appointing Governors from outside the State aims to 

reduce local bias but has faced resistance, such as in Tamil Nadu in 2021. 

10. Discretionary powers: Governors can reserve Bills for Presidential assent or 

withhold assent entirely, often creating friction. 

o Eg: The Kerala Governor’s withholding of university Bills in 2023 

highlighted this tension. 

Challenges in the current process 

6. Political appointments: Governors are often selected based on political affiliations, 

undermining impartiality. 
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o Eg: The role of the West Bengal Governor in 2021 was criticized for 

allegedly favoring the Centre during State-Centre conflicts. 

7. Lack of State consultation: The absence of mandatory State consultation weakens 

cooperative federalism. 

o Eg: The Sarkaria Commission (1988) recommended consulting the Chief 

Minister for appointments, yet this remains unimplemented. 

8. Ambiguity in removal: The "pleasure of the President" clause enables arbitrary 

removals. 

o Eg: 2014 mass dismissals of UPA-appointed Governors raised questions 

about political motives in removals. 

9. Conflict in legislative roles: The Governor’s ability to withhold or delay assent to 

Bills disrupts State governance. 

o Eg: Maharashtra Governor’s actions in 2022 delayed the resolution of key 

State Bills. 

10. Perception of central dominance: The Governor is often seen as an agent of the 

Centre, diluting State autonomy. 

o Eg: The West Bengal Governor’s frequent interventions in 2021 were seen 

as encroachments on State powers. 

Reforms to ensure impartiality and adherence to federal principles 

6. Transparent appointment process: Develop a non-partisan, merit-based framework 

for appointments. 

o Eg: The Punchhi Commission (2010) recommended specific criteria for 

appointing Governors to reduce bias. 

7. Mandatory consultation with States: Require consultation with the Chief Minister 

to uphold federalism. 

o Eg: The Sarkaria Commission (1988) emphasized State consultation to 

ensure harmony in Centre-State relations. 

8. Fixed tenure with safeguards: Provide Governors with a fixed tenure, ensuring 

removal only through a defined process. 

o Eg: The Punchhi Commission proposed a five-year tenure and safeguards 

akin to impeachment. 

9. Judicial oversight: Allow judicial review of dismissals to ensure accountability. 

o Eg: The Supreme Court in BP Singhal vs Union of India (2010) ruled that 

Governors cannot be removed arbitrarily. 

10. Training and sensitization: Conduct formal training programs for Governors to 

ensure they understand their constitutional role. 

o Eg: Regular workshops for Governors, as proposed by think tanks like PRS 

Legislative Research, can help foster impartiality. 

Conclusion 
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Ensuring the neutrality and efficiency of Governors is critical for preserving India’s federal 

spirit. Implementing the recommendations of the Sarkaria and Punchhi Commissions, 

coupled with structural reforms, will foster trust and strengthen the Governor’s role as 

a constitutional authority rather than a political instrument. 

 

Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies. 

Q. “Autonomy and accountability are two essential pillars for the functioning of 

democratic institutions”. Critically evaluate the role of Lokpal in ensuring this 

balance. (15 M) 

Introduction 

Democratic institutions require a delicate balance between autonomy, which safeguards 

impartiality and decision-making independence, and accountability, which ensures 

transparency and responsiveness to the public. The Lokpal, established under the Lokpal 

and Lokayuktas Act, 2013, plays a pivotal role in maintaining this balance by addressing 

corruption and promoting institutional integrity. 

Body 

Autonomy and accountability as essential pillars for democratic institutions 

1. Preservation of institutional independence: Autonomy shields institutions from 

political or external pressures, ensuring impartial functioning. 

o Eg: The Election Commission's autonomy in managing elections promotes 

democratic fairness. 

2. Promoting public trust through accountability: Accountability mechanisms foster 

public confidence in democratic institutions. 

o Eg: The CAG audit of the Rafale deal highlighted the importance of 

institutional checks. 

3. Preventing misuse of authority: Autonomy without accountability can lead to 

corruption, while accountability without autonomy stifles decision-making. 

o Eg: Allegations of misuse of funds by cooperative banks underlined the need 

for balanced oversight. 

4. Fostering innovation and efficiency: Autonomy encourages institutional innovation, 

while accountability ensures resources are used effectively. 

o Eg: The success of UIDAI (Aadhaar) stems from its operational autonomy 

paired with legal accountability under the Aadhaar Act. 

Role of Lokpal in ensuring this balance 

Positive aspects 
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1. Independent anti-corruption body: Lokpal operates independently of executive 

influence, addressing corruption at high levels. 

o Eg: Inclusion of PM under Lokpal jurisdiction (with safeguards) ensures 

accountability of the highest office. 

2. Comprehensive jurisdiction: Lokpal covers senior bureaucrats, MPs, and Group A 

officers, ensuring a wide scope of accountability. 

o Eg: The ongoing SEBI controversy involving conflict of interest showcases 

its jurisdictional reach. 

3. Transparency through whistle-blower protection: Lokpal strengthens whistle-

blower mechanisms, encouraging citizens to report corruption. 

o Eg: The Whistleblower Protection Act, 2014, complements Lokpal’s 

mandate. 

4. Upholding natural justice: Lokpal’s provisions for oral hearings and affidavit-based 

responses enhance procedural fairness. 

o Eg: Recent hearings involving SEBI showcased its commitment to due 

process. 

Challenges 

1. Operational inefficiency: Lack of adequate manpower and resources hampers 

Lokpal’s functioning. 

o Eg: As of 2023, only 12 members appointed against sanctioned strength of 

23 (Lokpal Annual Report). 

2. Overlapping jurisdictions: Coordination with agencies like CBI and ED often leads 

to delays and inefficiency. 

o Eg: Jurisdictional conflict in certain cases involving senior bureaucrats 

slows progress. 

3. Underreporting of cases: Lack of awareness among citizens and limited use of 

Lokpal’s provisions result in underutilization. 

o Eg: Only 1100 complaints received in 2023, despite widespread corruption 

(Source: Transparency International). 

4. Limited power in state-level corruption: The fragmented structure between Lokpal 

(central level) and Lokayuktas (state level) dilutes its effectiveness. 

o Eg: Inconsistent performance of Lokayuktas across states like Karnataka 

(active) versus Bihar (ineffective). 

5. Political resistance: Lokpal appointments often face delays due to lack of consensus 

among the selection committee. 

o Eg: Delay in appointing Lokpal Chairperson post-2014 due to political 

disagreements. 

Way forward 

1. Strengthen autonomy through resources: Allocate sufficient manpower and funds 

to ensure Lokpal’s independence and operational efficiency. 
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o Eg: Enhance Lokpal’s budget (currently ₹96 crore in 2024, as per PRS 

Legislative Research). 

2. Clear jurisdictional delineation: Define distinct roles for Lokpal, CBI, and ED to 

avoid duplication of efforts. 

o Eg: Adopt the recommendations of the Second ARC Report on creating a 

unified anti-corruption mechanism. 

3. Nationwide awareness campaigns: Conduct outreach programs to educate citizens 

about Lokpal’s role and encourage participation. 

o Eg: Campaigns similar to CVC’s Vigilance Awareness Week. 

4. Technology integration: Use AI and data analytics for faster investigation and 

tracking of cases. 

o Eg: Digital case management systems used by institutions like the CVC can 

be replicated. 

5. Strengthen Lokayuktas: Standardize Lokayukta frameworks across states to 

complement Lokpal’s efforts at the state level. 

o Eg: Karnataka’s Lokayukta model has been effective in tackling high-

profile corruption cases. 

6. Time-bound investigation framework: Mandate fixed timelines for case resolution 

to improve efficiency and public trust. 

o Eg: Recommendations by Venkatachelliah Commission on timely justice 

delivery. 

Conclusion 

Lokpal embodies the vision of clean and accountable governance, balancing autonomy and 

accountability to uphold democracy. By addressing its structural and operational challenges, 

Lokpal can evolve into a robust institution that bridges public trust and institutional integrity, 

ensuring India’s governance framework remains resilient and transparent. 

 

Government policies and interventions for development in 

various sectors and issues arising out of their design and 

implementation. 

Q. Discuss the constitutional and legal framework in India that could support the 

recognition of the "right to disconnect." Suggest measures to strengthen 

workplace dignity and employee well-being. (15 M) 

Introduction 

The right to disconnect refers to an employee’s right to disengage from work-related 

communications, such as emails or calls, outside official working hours. It seeks to establish 

boundaries to protect work-life balance, mental health, and workplace dignity—issues that 

have become critical in the modern digital work environment. 
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Body 

Constitutional framework 

1. Article 21 (Right to life and personal liberty): Ensures the right to live with dignity, 

which includes the right to a healthy work-life balance. 

o Eg: The Supreme Court in Vishakha v. State of Rajasthan (1997) 

emphasized dignity at the workplace. 

2. Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP): Articles 38 and 39(e) direct the state to 

ensure well-being and humane conditions for workers. 

o Eg: Recognizing the right to disconnect aligns with DPSP’s objective of 

promoting social and economic justice. 

3. Article 14 (Equality before the law): Mandates inclusive equality, which supports 

policies catering to workplace well-being for all employees. 

o Eg: Ravindra Kumar Dhariwal case (2021) emphasized reasonable 

accommodation for employees’ individual needs. 

4. Article 19(1)(a) (Freedom of speech and expression): Enables employees to assert 

boundaries regarding work-related communication outside office hours. 

5. Article 42: Directs the state to provide just and humane conditions at work and 

maternity relief, which can be extended to mental health and well-being. 

Legal framework 

1. Factories Act, 1948: Provides for regulation of working hours and mandates humane 

working conditions, setting a precedent for broader employee protections. 

o Eg: Provisions like maximum work hours and mandatory rest periods. 

2. Occupational Safety, Health, and Working Conditions Code, 2020: Focuses on 

health and safety at the workplace but lacks specific provisions on mental health or 

disconnect rights. 

o Eg: An amendment to include "right to disconnect" provisions could enhance 

its scope. 

3. Judicial pronouncements: The Praveen Pradhan v. State of Uttaranchal (2012) 

case ruled against workplace humiliation, indirectly supporting workplace dignity. 

4. Labour Codes, 2020: Offer provisions for fixed working hours but require expansion 

to include penalties for violations of work-hour norms. 

o Eg: The Code on Wages regulates working hours and overtime wages. 

Measures to strengthen workplace dignity 

1. Legislative reform: Enact a comprehensive "right to disconnect" law mandating strict 

penalties for non-compliance by employers. 

o Eg: Inspired by France’s right to disconnect law (2017). 

2. Awareness campaigns: Promote workplace dignity and mental health awareness 

through government and private initiatives. 
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o Eg: Poshan Abhiyan for mental health can be expanded to include 

workplace awareness. 

3. Mental health policies: Mandate organizations to adopt mental health support 

systems and regular assessments for employees. 

o Eg: Include psychological counselling as part of Employee Assistance 

Programs (EAPs). 

4. Grievance redressal mechanisms: Strengthen platforms for addressing workplace 

harassment or dignity violations. 

o Eg: Expand Internal Complaints Committees (ICCs) under the POSH Act, 

2013 to address broader concerns. 

5. Regular audits: Mandate periodic audits of working hours and employee welfare 

practices by independent authorities. 

o Eg: Similar to Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) compliance checks. 

Measures to strengthen employee well-being 

1. Flexible work policies: Encourage hybrid or flexible working hours to reduce 

workplace stress. 

o Eg: IT companies like Infosys offer remote work options for better work-life 

balance. 

2. Promote healthy work culture: Incentivize organizations to implement work-life 

balance initiatives. 

o Eg: Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) offers wellness programs for 

employees. 

3. Skill-building for marginalized workers: Provide training programs to reduce 

disparities in the unorganized sector. 

o Eg: Expand the reach of Skill India Mission to informal sector workers. 

4. Incentivize mental health initiatives: Offer tax benefits to companies implementing 

employee well-being programs. 

o Eg: Introduce schemes like Mental Health Tax Incentives. 

Conclusion 

Recognizing the "right to disconnect" is pivotal for creating a dignified and healthy 

workplace. By aligning constitutional values, legal frameworks, and proactive measures, 

India can ensure employee well-being and foster a culture of productivity and inclusivity in 

its journey toward becoming a global economic leader. 
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Development processes and the development industry —the role 

of NGOs, SHGs, various groups and associations, donors, 

charities, institutional and other stakeholders. 

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the 

Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; 

mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the 

protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections. 
 

Q. Discuss the constitutional validity and significance of the Places of Worship 

(Special Provisions) Act, 1991, in preserving the secular fabric of India. Analyze 

its role in addressing communal harmony. (15 M) 

Introduction 

The Places of Worship Act, 1991, preserves the religious character of worship sites as they 

existed on August 15, 1947, ensuring that no disputes arise over historical grievances. It 

aligns with India’s constitutional vision of secularism by fostering inclusivity and 

protecting the nation’s diverse religious heritage. 

Body 

Constitutional validity of the Places of Worship Act, 1991 

1. Secularism and neutrality (Preamble and Article 25): Ensures state neutrality in 

religious matters and protects freedom of religion for all communities. 

o Eg. The Supreme Court in M. Siddiq v. Mahant Suresh Das (2019) upheld 

the Act as essential for maintaining secularism. 

2. Equality under Article 14: Prevents arbitrary changes to religious places, ensuring 

fairness and equal protection under the law. 

o Eg. By freezing the status quo, it eliminates preferential treatment for any 

religion. 

3. Fraternity under Article 51A(e): Encourages inter-religious harmony and mutual 

respect, a cornerstone of India’s unity in diversity. 

4. Judicial reinforcement: Recognized as vital in upholding constitutional morality, 

balancing historical grievances with modern societal needs. 

o Eg. The Act’s validity was affirmed indirectly in the Ayodhya judgment 

(2019), emphasizing social stability. 

Significance of the Places of Worship Act, 1991 

1. Preservation of religious status quo: Ensures that disputes over places of worship do 

not disturb existing arrangements or create instability. 
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o Eg. The Act prevents the reopening of cases similar to the Babri Masjid 

dispute, avoiding potential unrest. 

2. Mitigation of communal violence: Prohibits actions that might incite religious 

tensions, thereby reducing the likelihood of violence. 

o Eg. The Gyanvapi mosque dispute demonstrates how the Act can serve as a 

preventive mechanism. 

3. Safeguarding pluralistic values: Reflects India’s commitment to peaceful 

coexistence by respecting diverse religious practices and places. 

4. Judicial clarity: The Act provides a clear legal framework, ensuring uniformity in 

addressing issues of religious sites. 

Role in addressing communal harmony 

1. Legal deterrence: Prevents frivolous petitions or politically motivated claims 

challenging the status of religious places. 

o Eg. Frivolous suits like those filed against the Sambhal mosque (2024) are 

legally discouraged under the Act. 

2. Fostering inter-faith trust: Protects minority places of worship, creating confidence 

among all communities in the state’s neutrality. 

3. Reduction in polarization: Avoids using religious disputes as tools for political 

mobilization, ensuring peace and stability. 

o Eg. It prevents situations like the communal riots of the 1990s, triggered by 

unresolved grievances. 

4. Institutional protection: Encourages faith in the legal system, ensuring sensitive 

matters are handled within a constitutional framework. 

Challenges to the Act 

1. Judicial delays: Challenges to the Act’s constitutionality remain unresolved in the 

Supreme Court, undermining its enforcement. 

2. Local court overreach: Lower courts often entertain suits that violate the Act, 

weakening its application. 

o Eg. The ex-parte order for a survey of the Sambhal mosque highlights this 

issue. 

3. Political misuse: Inconsistent enforcement leads to the politicization of sensitive 

disputes, further dividing communities. 

4. Historical grievances: Critics argue that freezing the status quo ignores the 

legitimacy of past wrongs, particularly for certain religious communities. 

Conclusion 

The Places of Worship Act, 1991, is pivotal to maintaining communal harmony and 

secularism in India. Strengthening its enforcement through judicial clarity, sensitization of 

lower courts, and public awareness can ensure its effective implementation. A multi-
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stakeholder approach, involving political, legal, and civil society actors, is essential for 

protecting India’s pluralistic heritage and fostering long-term stability. 

Q. “Specialized schemes targeting specific communities play a pivotal role in 

fostering inclusive development”.  Examine the importance of such initiatives in 

advancing the welfare of minorities in India and associated challenges hindering 

their effective implementation. (15 M) 

Introduction 

Specialized schemes targeting specific communities are critical for fostering inclusive 

development, as they address unique socio-economic challenges and ensure equitable access 

to opportunities. In India, such initiatives play a vital role in uplifting minority groups and 

bridging the gaps in education, employment, and cultural preservation. 

Body 

Importance of specialized initiatives in advancing the welfare of minorities 

1. Preservation of cultural heritage: These schemes help protect traditional skills, 

crafts, and heritage. 

o Eg. The USTTAD scheme has trained 21,611 artisans to revitalize traditional 

crafts. 

2. Educational empowerment: Scholarships and skill-building programs reduce 

dropouts and promote higher education. 

o Eg. The Merit-cum-Means Scholarship Scheme has benefited 13.52 lakh 

students. 

3. Economic upliftment: Skill development and entrepreneurship programs improve 

employability and economic independence. 

o Eg. The Nai Manzil scheme trained 98,712 beneficiaries, combining formal 

education and skills training. 

4. Addressing gender inequality: Focused schemes empower minority women through 

leadership and entrepreneurship. 

o Eg. The Nai Roshni program has trained over 4.7 lakh women since its 

inception. 

5. Infrastructure development: Targeted initiatives improve access to healthcare, 

sanitation, and education in minority-concentrated areas. 

o Eg. The PMJVK scheme developed critical community infrastructure like 

health centers and schools. 

6. Community-specific needs: Unique interventions cater to demographic or cultural 

requirements. 

o Eg. The Jiyo Parsi scheme reversed population decline with 376 births 

supported since 2013. 
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Challenges hindering effective implementation 

1. Limited awareness: Many beneficiaries in remote or marginalized areas remain 

unaware of these schemes. 

o Eg. Lack of outreach for programs like USTTAD has restricted its pan-India 

impact. 

2. Inadequate funding: Budgetary constraints limit the scalability and effectiveness of 

these schemes. 

3. Poor monitoring and evaluation: Weak tracking mechanisms lead to delays and 

inefficient utilization of funds. 

o Eg. A CAG report (2021) highlighted gaps in fund disbursement for Nai 

Manzil. 

4. Overlap and redundancy: Converging multiple schemes without proper integration 

creates inefficiencies. 

o Eg. The rollout of PM VIKAS faces challenges in streamlining erstwhile 

schemes. 

5. Cultural and regional diversity: One-size-fits-all approaches often fail to address 

specific community needs effectively. 

o Eg. Linguistic barriers in tribal minority regions reduce scheme 

accessibility. 

Way forward 

1. Strengthening awareness campaigns: Conduct community-level outreach to ensure 

better access to schemes. 

o Eg. Use digital platforms and local governance bodies to spread awareness. 

2. Enhanced budget allocation: Allocate sufficient funds to scale up successful 

programs and address gaps in existing schemes. 

o Eg. Increased funding for Nai Manzil can expand its coverage to additional 

states. 

3. Robust monitoring and evaluation: Introduce independent audits and digital 

tracking systems to ensure accountability. 

o Eg. Real-time dashboards for PMJVK projects can enhance transparency. 

4. Customized regional approaches: Tailor schemes to address specific cultural and 

geographical needs. 

o Eg. Focused interventions for tribal minorities in North-East India. 

5. Integration with mainstream programs: Align minority welfare schemes with 

broader government initiatives for holistic development. 

o Eg. Link skill development programs with Skill India Mission. 

Conclusion 

Specialized schemes are indispensable for inclusive development, addressing the unique 

needs of minorities and promoting equitable growth. By tackling implementation challenges 
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and leveraging innovative solutions, these initiatives can ensure a transformative impact, 

fostering true social justice and socio-economic equity. 

Q. How do the concepts of autonomy and privacy underpin the debate on 

assisted dying? Discuss with reference to relevant Supreme Court judgments. (10 

M) 

Introduction 

The principles of autonomy and privacy are fundamental to individual rights, allowing 

people to make decisions about their lives, including end-of-life choices. Assisted dying 

highlights the tension between personal freedom and societal obligations, with the Indian 

Supreme Court addressing these principles under Article 21. 

Body 

Autonomy and privacy in assisted dying 

1. Right to autonomy: Autonomy enables individuals to make critical decisions about 

their own lives, including refusing life-sustaining treatments. 

o Eg: The Supreme Court in Common Cause vs Union of India (2018) upheld 

passive euthanasia, linking it directly to an individual’s autonomy. 

2. Privacy as a fundamental right: Privacy guarantees individuals the freedom to make 

personal and intimate decisions, including the choice to end suffering. 

o Eg: In Puttaswamy vs Union of India (2017), the Court recognized privacy 

as intrinsic to personal liberty under Article 21. 

3. Dignity in death: Assisted dying upholds dignity by allowing individuals to avoid 

prolonged suffering and undignified conditions. 

o Eg: In Aruna Shanbaug vs Union of India (2011), the Court permitted 

passive euthanasia to ensure a dignified end to life. 

4. Compassionate choice: It reflects compassion for those suffering from terminal 

illnesses by providing an option to alleviate pain. 

o Eg: The Supreme Court in Common Cause (2018) noted that choosing death 

in extreme suffering is an act of personal dignity. 

5. Freedom of conscience: Autonomy respects personal beliefs and choices, whether 

grounded in religion, ethics, or personal values. 

o Eg: Common Cause (2018) reinforced that individuals have the freedom to 

decide on their own life and death. 

Balancing autonomy and societal concerns 

1. Safeguards to prevent misuse: The Court emphasized safeguards to ensure decisions 

are voluntary and free from coercion or undue influence. 

o Eg: In Common Cause (2018), the Court mandated judicial review and 

medical board verification for passive euthanasia. 
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2. State’s duty to protect life: While autonomy is essential, the state has a 

responsibility to safeguard vulnerable individuals against exploitation. 

o Eg: In Gian Kaur vs State of Punjab (1996), the Court held that the right to 

life does not inherently include the right to die. 

3. Slippery slope concerns: Legalizing assisted dying raises fears of misuse, especially 

for the elderly or disabled, who may feel pressured to end their lives. 

o Eg: In Common Cause (2018), the Court addressed these concerns by 

introducing strict guidelines for eligibility and procedures. 

4. Ensuring dignity through Article 21: Assisted dying aligns with Article 21 by 

ensuring individuals can avoid unnecessary suffering and maintain their dignity. 

o Eg: In Aruna Shanbaug (2011), the Court emphasized that dignity is central 

to both life and death. 

5. Philosophical and moral objections: Some argue that assisted dying undermines the 

sanctity of life, a principle upheld by societal and religious norms. 

o Eg: Gian Kaur (1996) emphasized the state’s role in preserving life, rejecting 

the idea of a generalized right to die. 

Conclusion 

The principles of autonomy and privacy, as upheld by the Supreme Court, highlight the 

ethical and legal basis for assisted dying. However, the need for robust safeguards and 

societal oversight is essential to balance personal freedoms with the state’s responsibility to 

protect life. A balanced framework can ensure dignity and compassion at the end of life. 

 

 

Issues relating to development and management of Social 

Sector/Services relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 

Q. Examine the potential of gamified and simulation-based learning to address 

challenges in the Indian education and skilling ecosystem. How can these be 

integrated into the existing framework? (15 M) 

Introduction 

India faces a critical need to bridge the gap between education, skilling, and employability. 

With only 51% of graduates employable and 4.4% of youth formally trained 

vocationally (PLFS 2022-23), innovative approaches like gamified and simulation-based 

learning hold immense promise to address systemic challenges and prepare the workforce for 

emerging industry demands. 

Body 
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Challenges in the Indian education and skilling ecosystem 

1. Skill mismatch: Education and skilling programmes are misaligned with industry 

demands, resulting in under employability. 

o Eg: Only 1.5% of engineers possess Industry 4.0 skills (NASSCOM, 2024). 

2. Low vocational training enrolment: Participation remains abysmally low, 

particularly in rural areas. 

o Eg: Only 21% of youth (15-29 years) received vocational training in 2022-23 

(PLFS 2023). 

3. Outdated pedagogy: Traditional teaching methods fail to engage learners or equip 

them with practical skills. 

o Eg: Many Skill India initiatives focus on theoretical content rather than 

application-based learning. 

4. Accessibility issues: Rural and remote learners face a lack of infrastructure for 

advanced skilling programmes. 

5. Rapidly evolving industry needs: MSMEs and manufacturing sectors lack digitally 

skilled workers, vital for Industry 4.0 readiness. 

o Eg: 60% of MSME workforce lacks digital skills (NASSCOM, 2024). 

Potential of gamified and simulation-based learning 

1. Enhanced engagement and motivation: Game elements like points, badges, and 

leader boards make learning interactive and foster participation. 

o Eg: Gamified modules in Singapore improved skilling completion rates by 

30%. 

2. Practical application of knowledge: Simulation-based training replicates real-world 

scenarios, enabling learners to gain hands-on experience in a safe environment. 

o Eg: Aviation and medical training globally use simulations to develop 

problem-solving skills. 

3. Better knowledge retention: Immersive and interactive formats ensure learners 

retain concepts longer than traditional methods. 

4. Scalability and cost-effectiveness: Virtual environments eliminate the need for 

physical infrastructure, reducing costs and increasing reach. 

o Eg: Virtual reality modules are widely adopted in Germany’s vocational 

training. 

5. Customized learning paths: Training can be personalized to the learner's progress, 

providing targeted feedback and learning opportunities. 

How can these be integrated into the existing framework? 

1. Leveraging government platforms: Integrate gamified modules into SWAYAM and 

Skill India Digital Hub (SIDH) for scalable implementation. 

o Eg: SWAYAM already offers over 4,000 courses; gamified elements can 

enhance learner engagement. 
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2. Public-private partnerships: Collaborate with ed-tech companies to design and 

deploy gamified content. 

o Eg: Partnerships with TCS iON or BYJU’S can bring technical expertise. 

3. Industry collaboration: Develop sector-specific simulation tools with industry 

participation to meet real-world requirements. 

o Eg: SAMARTH Udyog Bharat 4.0 can adopt smart manufacturing 

simulations. 

4. Decentralized adoption: Extend gamified learning to schools, universities, and 

skilling centres, ensuring integration from the grassroots level. 

5. Pilot testing for scalability: Implement pilot projects in key sectors like IT, 

healthcare, and manufacturing to measure feasibility and effectiveness. 

6. Capacity building: Train educators and skilling professionals to effectively 

implement gamified and simulation-based modules. 

Conclusion 

Gamified and simulation-based learning has the potential to transform India’s skilling 

ecosystem by making it more interactive, practical, and aligned with industry needs. With 

effective integration into existing frameworks, supported by public-private partnerships 

and innovative policies, these tools can bridge the skill gap and prepare India’s workforce for 

a digitally driven future. 

Q. “Universal Health Coverage (UHC) is not just about building hospitals but 

ensuring systems that guarantee equitable care”. Discuss the challenges and steps 

needed for India to achieve UHC. (10 M) 

Introduction 

Universal Health Coverage (UHC) ensures equitable access to quality healthcare services 

without financial hardship. For India, achieving UHC requires systemic reforms addressing 

structural deficiencies in healthcare delivery, funding, and governance rather than focusing 

solely on infrastructure expansion. 

Body 

Challenges in achieving UHC in India 

1. Low public health expenditure: India allocates 2.1% of GDP to healthcare 

(Economic Survey 2023), far below the global average of 6%. 

o Eg: Countries like Thailand and Sri Lanka, with higher public health 

spending, have achieved better health outcomes. 

2. Rural-urban disparity: Healthcare access in rural areas is hindered by insufficient 

infrastructure and resources. 

o Eg: Rural Health Statistics 2022 reported a 17% shortfall of PHCs and a 

32% shortfall of Community Health Centres (CHCs). 
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3. Out-of-pocket expenditure (OOPE): OOPE constitutes 48% of total health 

expenditure, leading to impoverishment. 

o Eg: WHO estimates that over 55 million Indians fall into poverty annually 

due to healthcare costs. 

4. Shortage of human resources: India has only 1 doctor per 834 people creating 

severe shortage of qualified doctors. 

o Eg: Nearly 40% of PHCs lack a doctor, and 50% lack laboratory technicians 

(NITI Aayog 2023). 

5. Focus on curative rather than preventive care: The healthcare system emphasizes 

curative services, neglecting social determinants of health. 

o Eg: India faces a rising burden of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) due 

to poor nutrition and sedentary lifestyles. 

Steps needed to achieve UHC 

1. Increase public health spending: Raise expenditure to 2.5% of GDP by 2025, as 

recommended in the National Health Policy (2017). 

o Eg: Thailand achieved UHC with sustained public funding and strong 

governance mechanisms. 

2. Strengthen primary healthcare: Enhance PHCs and HWCs to deliver preventive, 

promotive, and curative services. 

o Eg: Ayushman Bharat aims to create 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness Centres 

(HWCs) by 2025 to deliver comprehensive primary care. 

3. Reduce financial burden: Expand and integrate insurance schemes like Ayushman 

Bharat with state health schemes and regulate private sector pricing. 

o Eg: Ayushman Bharat covers ₹5 lakh per family annually, but only 40% of 

eligible families have enrolled (NHA 2023). 

4. Focus on social determinants: Address issues like nutrition, sanitation, and clean 

drinking water to improve health outcomes. 

o Eg: Programs like Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and Jal Jeevan Mission have 

significantly improved sanitation and clean water access. 

5. Strengthen accountability and governance: Improve transparency in healthcare 

delivery through digital health initiatives and public audits. 

o Eg: The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission aims to create a unified health 

database for better governance and accountability. 

Conclusion 

Achieving UHC requires a multi-pronged approach that prioritizes primary healthcare, 

equitable resource distribution, and preventive care. With increased funding and governance 

reforms, India can ensure accessible and affordable healthcare for all, fostering a healthier 

and more inclusive society. 
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Q. “The new classroom structure under NEP 2020 risks perpetuating rote 

learning rather than fostering reflective and critical thinking”. Critically discuss. 

(10 M) 

Introduction 

NEP 2020 aims to transform higher education by promoting holistic and interdisciplinary 

learning. However, the new classroom structure, with increased teaching hours, presents 

both opportunities for academic rigor and risks of perpetuating rote learning, which requires 

careful evaluation. 

Body 

Risks of the new classroom structure 

1. Limited time for self-study and critical engagement: Increased classroom hours (20 

per week) reduce opportunities for independent research and exploration. 

o Eg: Indian students spend 40% less time on self-study compared to EU 

counterparts (Ambedkar University Delhi, 2023). 

2. Reduction in diverse assessments: Reliance on MCQs and simplified formats 

diminishes opportunities for analytical and creative learning. 

o Eg: Universities report a decline in term papers and group projects under the 

new structure. 

3. Teacher-centric learning: Overreliance on lectures risks making students passive 

recipients instead of active participants. 

o Eg: Public universities often follow traditional lecture-driven pedagogy 

with minimal innovation. 

4. Perpetuation of rote learning habits: The emphasis on content coverage mirrors 

school-level learning patterns, hindering higher-order thinking skills. 

o Eg: The continuous assessment goals are undermined by insufficient time for 

reflective exercises. 

Positive aspects of the new classroom structure under NEP 2020 

1. Emphasis on holistic learning: Increased classroom hours enable comprehensive 

coverage of core and elective subjects, fostering interdisciplinary education. 

o Eg: Four-year undergraduate programmes include foundation and skill-

building courses aimed at broadening knowledge. 

2. Focus on continuous assessment: The system promotes low- and high-stakes 

evaluations, encouraging consistent student effort over rote preparation. 

o Eg: Continuous assessment practices in select universities like Delhi 

University align with NEP goals. 

3. Strengthened teacher-student interaction: Additional classroom hours facilitate 

more personalized mentoring and real-time feedback. 
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o Eg: IITs and IIMs utilize interactive sessions for concept clarity and peer 

discussions. 

4. Inclusivity and standardization: Uniform classroom guidelines reduce disparities in 

teaching quality across public institutions. 

o Eg: Public universities in underserved regions benefit from NEP's 

structured approach. 

Steps to foster reflective and critical thinking 

1. Optimise classroom hours: Align hours with global benchmarks to allow time for 

self-study and interdisciplinary exploration. 

o Eg: EU universities prioritize group projects and research assignments with 

reduced lecture hours. 

2. Diversify assessment practices: Mandate reflective essays, group discussions, and 

problem-solving exercises to enhance critical skills. 

o Eg: Revival of Choice-Based Credit System (CBCS) to promote assessment 

diversity in public universities. 

3. Teacher training and curriculum redesign: Equip educators to implement 

interactive learning methods and reduce reliance on rote pedagogy. 

o Eg: Adapt practices from NISHTHA (National Initiative for School Heads 

and Teachers Holistic Advancement) for higher education. 

4. Leverage digital tools for blended learning: Use platforms like SWAYAM to 

provide flexible and innovative learning resources. 

o Eg: Students can supplement classroom learning with online modules and 

peer discussions. 

Conclusion 

The new classroom structure under NEP 2020 holds potential to enhance academic rigor and 

inclusivity. By balancing classroom hours with reflective practices and diverse 

assessments, India can empower students with critical thinking and self-learning skills, 

ensuring a globally competitive education system. 

Q. How has the implementation of CCTNS transformed policing in India? 

Discuss its impact on law enforcement efficiency and public trust. (10 M) 

Introduction 

The Crime and Criminal Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS), launched in 2009, is a 

transformative initiative aimed at digitizing law enforcement in India. It has significantly 

enhanced procedural fairness, efficiency, and public accountability, aligning with the 

democratic values enshrined in the Constitution. 

Body 

Transformation in policing through CCTNS 
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1. Centralized crime database: Ensures real-time access to crime data, enhancing 

investigations and inter-state coordination. 

o Eg: CCTNS now connects 17,130 police stations, enabling seamless tracking 

of offenders across states (Source: NCRB, 2023). 

2. Alignment with constitutional values: Promotes procedural fairness under Article 

21 by digitizing records, reducing arbitrariness in arrests and investigations. 

o Eg: In line with Arnesh Kumar vs State of Bihar (2014), CCTNS monitors 

arrest processes and ensures accountability. 

3. Integration with criminal justice system: Links police, judiciary, forensics, and 

prisons under the Integrated Criminal Justice System (ICJS) to expedite case 

resolutions. 

o Eg: Coordination through ICJS facilitated quick action in Delhi’s anti-

trafficking operations in 2022. 

4. Evidence-based policing: Analytical tools help identify crime patterns and deploy 

resources strategically. 

o Eg: Delhi Police used CCTNS analytics to curb vehicle thefts by 30% in 

2022. 

Impact on law enforcement efficiency 

1. Faster investigations: Automates processes like FIR registration and tracking, 

reducing delays. 

o Eg: Missing persons and stolen vehicles are now tracked faster, leading to 

quicker case closures. 

2. Strengthened procedural accountability: Digitized records prevent manipulation 

and ensure compliance with the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023. 

o Eg: Police are now required to record arrests digitally and notify victims of 

investigation updates within 90 days. 

3. Efficient resource utilization: Minimizes manual work, allowing police to focus on 

core investigative tasks. 

o Eg: Karnataka Police reported saving significant manpower hours post-

CCTNS implementation. 

Impact on public trust 

1. Increased transparency: Citizens can track FIRs and case progress online, reducing 

corruption and delays. 

o Eg: Odisha Police Citizen Portal under CCTNS offers easy public access to 

case updates. 

2. Victim-centric approach: Timely updates and transparency enhance public 

confidence in the police. 

o Eg: Victims receive investigation progress reports in accordance with new 

criminal law mandates. 
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3. Improved service delivery: Simplifies public services like passport verification and 

grievance redressal. 

o Eg: Andhra Pradesh reduced verification delays by 50% through CCTNS-

enabled automation. 

4. Reduced corruption: Direct public access to police records curtails discretionary 

power and bribery. 

o Eg: Rural police stations in states like Bihar report fewer corruption cases 

due to CCTNS (NCRB, 2023). 

Conclusion 

CCTNS has redefined Indian policing by embedding transparency, efficiency, and 

accountability in its processes. Moving forward, integrating AI and predictive analytics 

with CCTNS can further enhance proactive policing and strengthen public trust in law 

enforcement. 

Q. “India’s higher education system requires a shift from linear expansion to 

qualitative transformation”. Analyze the challenges in achieving this shift and 

suggest measures to align higher education with future economic and 

technological demands. (15 M) 

Introduction 

India’s higher education system has witnessed impressive quantitative growth, with over 

58,000 institutions and a consistent rise in enrolments, but it now faces the critical challenge 

of qualitative transformation to meet the demands of a dynamic global economy and 

technological revolution. 

Body 

Higher education requires a shift from linear expansion to qualitative transformation 

1. Focus on enrolment over employability: The current model emphasizes Gross 

Enrolment Ratio (GER) targets without prioritizing skill alignment with industry 

demands. 

o Eg: NEP 2020 set a 50% GER target by 2025, but employability metrics 

remain low. 

2. Outdated curricula: Higher education often relies on rigid and outdated syllabi, 

failing to incorporate modern technologies like AI, robotics, and data analytics. 

o Eg: The National Innovation Foundation (2023) emphasized the need for 

industry-relevant curricula. 

3. Insufficient research output: Despite the rise in institutions, India's global research 

output lags behind developed nations due to low investment and poor industry 

collaboration. 
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o Eg: India ranks 39th in the Global Innovation Index (2024) despite having 

top institutes like IITs. 

4. Limited use of digital and online learning: Though platforms like SWAYAM and 

SATHEE exist, their integration into mainstream education remains minimal. 

o Eg: Only 20% of public universities have adopted blended learning methods. 

5. Regional and institutional disparities: Rural and state-funded institutions face 

significant resource and infrastructure deficits compared to elite institutions. 

o Eg: CAG report (2023) highlighted poor digital access in over 60% of rural 

colleges. 

Challenges in achieving this shift 

1. Resource and funding gaps: Public universities lack adequate funds to upgrade 

infrastructure, laboratories, and digital platforms. 

o Eg: The 2023 budget allocated only 0.6% of GDP to higher education, far 

below the global average. 

2. Administrative inertia: Bureaucratic controls hinder autonomy and innovation in 

affiliated colleges and universities. 

o Eg: State universities in Tamil Nadu struggle to introduce new-age courses 

due to centralized decision-making. 

3. Shortage of qualified faculty: Many institutions face faculty shortages, particularly 

in specialized fields like AI and cybersecurity. 

o Eg: 58% of teaching posts remain vacant in public universities, as per Lok 

Sabha data (2023). 

4. Low industry collaboration: Limited partnerships with industries result in poor 

alignment of academic training with market needs. 

o Eg: Only 25% of HEIs engage in meaningful industry-academia 

collaboration, as per the AICTE (2023). 

5. Lack of focus on lifelong learning: The education system fails to promote upskilling 

and reskilling opportunities for working professionals. 

o Eg: World Economic Forum (2023) noted a 30% gap in reskilling needs for 

Industry 4.0 jobs in India. 

6. Regulatory rigidity: The complex regulatory framework stifles innovation and 

flexibility in course design and institutional practices. 

o Eg: The Draft National Accreditation Policy (2023) highlighted the need for 

flexible and autonomous operations. 

Measures to align higher education with future economic and technological demands 

1. Modernizing curricula: Introduce interdisciplinary, technology-driven courses 

across all disciplines to ensure future-ready skills. 

o Eg: The new flexible degree framework draft policy (2024) promotes 

modular learning pathways. 
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2. Strengthening industry-academia collaboration: Foster partnerships to co-design 

curricula, promote internships, and fund research. 

o Eg: National Innovation Challenges and research parks at IITs are 

promising models for scaling. 

3. Expanding digital and blended learning: Increase access to platforms like 

SWAYAM and promote digital literacy in rural and underserved areas. 

o Eg: The PM e-Vidya initiative aims to integrate EdTech with mainstream 

education. 

4. Enhancing funding and autonomy: Provide adequate financial resources and grant 

academic and administrative autonomy to institutions. 

o Eg: National Education Policy (2020) emphasizes greater autonomy for HEIs 

to innovate and raise funds. 

5. Upskilling and lifelong learning: Establish dedicated centers for continuing 

education, supported by platforms like the Academic Bank of Credits (ABC). 

o Eg: The IIT Madras hybrid program (2023) combines formal education 

with modular upskilling. 

6. Addressing faculty shortages: Recruit qualified faculty through localized and 

targeted campaigns while incentivizing specialization. 

o Eg: The Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) supports faculty 

training programs. 

Conclusion 

India’s higher education must move beyond quantitative metrics to embrace a qualitative 

transformation, ensuring a workforce adept in technological, interdisciplinary, and 

innovative skills. A forward-looking education ecosystem will not only meet domestic 

demands but also position India as a leader in the global knowledge economy. 

Q. “Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) acts as a bridge between education and 

the workforce”. Discuss the role of RPL in addressing India's skill gap and 

enhancing employability. (10 M) 

Introduction 

Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) acknowledges existing skills and formalizes them into 

credentials, bridging education with industry needs. It aligns with NEP 2020, emphasizing 

vocational education and skill integration to address workforce shortages and enhance 

employability in India. 

Body 

RPL as a bridge between education and the workforce 

1. Formalizing informal skills: RPL validates skills gained through informal learning 

or work, creating structured pathways for employment and further education. 
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o Eg: Certification of construction workers under the PMKVY RPL 

initiative, helping them secure formal contracts. 

2. Aligning education with workforce needs: RPL integrates real-world experience 

into the formal education system, ensuring practical knowledge is recognized 

alongside theoretical qualifications. 

o Eg: ITIs in Karnataka incorporate RPL for artisans and tradespeople, 

connecting them to industries like manufacturing. 

3. Fostering inclusivity: By providing skill recognition to marginalized and informal 

sector workers, RPL ensures equitable access to economic opportunities. 

o Eg: Women weavers in Varanasi gaining skill certification, leading to 

employment in export-driven sectors. 

Role of RPL in addressing India’s skill gap 

1. Bridging demand-supply mismatches: RPL identifies skill gaps and upgrades 

existing competencies to meet industry requirements. 

o Eg: The Tamil Nadu Skill Gap Report (TNSDC) highlighted a need for 

800,000 skilled workers, prompting sector-specific RPL interventions. 

2. Reskilling for emerging industries: RPL prepares workers for jobs in AI, robotics, 

and data science, addressing the lack of skilled professionals in these fields. 

o Eg: Nasscom’s FutureSkills Prime initiative trains workers in advanced 

technologies through RPL pathways. 

3. Reducing rural-urban workforce disparities: RPL facilitates skill recognition for 

rural workers, enabling their integration into urban and global labor markets. 

o Eg: Migrant workers in agriculture and hospitality sectors gaining 

certification for formal employment opportunities. 

4. Improving economic productivity: Certified workers align better with industrial 

requirements, leading to higher productivity and competitiveness. 

o Eg: The automotive sector in Gujarat has reported increased efficiency 

from RPL-certified workers in assembly lines. 

Role of RPL in enhancing employability 

1. Improving industry alignment: RPL equips individuals with industry-validated 

credentials, improving their employability across sectors. 

o Eg: RPL in logistics under NSQF enabled truck drivers to secure roles with 

formal contracts and benefits. 

2. Facilitating career transitions: Workers with outdated skills can shift to emerging 

roles through targeted certifications. 

o Eg: Textile workers in Tamil Nadu upskilled to operate advanced machinery 

under RPL programs. 

3. Boosting entrepreneurship: RPL fosters entrepreneurial growth by validating 

diverse skills. 
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o Eg: RPL-certified artisans in Rajasthan have launched their own handicraft 

businesses with MSME support. 

4. Global mobility and recognition: RPL certifications enable Indian workers to meet 

international standards, improving global employability. 

o Eg: Indian nurses receiving certification under UK NHS standards 

through RPL, enabling overseas placements. 

Conclusion 

Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) bridges the gap between India’s vast informal 

workforce and formal education, creating skilled, employable individuals. By addressing 

the skill gap and aligning with industry needs, RPL contributes to India's vision of 

Atmanirbhar Bharat, ensuring a dynamic and globally competitive workforce. 

 

Issues relating to poverty and hunger. 

Important aspects of governance, transparency and 

accountability, e-governance- applications, models, successes, 

limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & 

accountability and institutional and other measures. 
 

Q. What are the broader implications of PRAGATI’s success for administrative 

reforms in India? Discuss its potential for replication in other governance areas. 

(10 M) 

Introduction 

PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation) has redefined governance 

by integrating technology and accountability, fast-tracking infrastructure projects worth 

$205 billion since 2015. Its success reflects a model for efficient administration and inter-

governmental coordination. 

Body 

Broader implications of PRAGATI’s success for administrative reforms 

1. Improved accountability and transparency: PRAGATI promotes real-time 

monitoring and direct accountability by involving multiple stakeholders on a single 

platform. 

o Eg: As of 2023, over 340 stalled projects were resolved, enhancing public 

trust in governance. 

2. Strengthened cooperative federalism: By bringing Central and State governments 

together, PRAGATI exemplifies collaborative governance. 
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o Eg: It resolved inter-state issues like land acquisition delays in Bharatmala 

and Sagarmala projects. 

3. Enhanced efficiency in decision-making: Real-time data analytics and leadership 

oversight minimize bureaucratic delays and redundancies. 

o Eg: Faster project clearances reduced average delays from years to months in 

railway projects. 

4. Catalyst for economic growth: Fast-tracking infrastructure projects stimulates 

GDP growth and job creation. 

o Eg: RBI 2024 study estimates that every rupee spent on infrastructure under 

PRAGATI generates ₹2.5-3.5 in GDP. 

5. Incorporation of sustainability: PRAGATI emphasizes green technologies and 

faster environmental clearances. 

o Eg: Promoted solar energy projects and expedited environmental approvals 

for sustainable development. 

Potential for replication in other governance areas 

1. Health sector: Real-time monitoring can improve outcomes in Ayushman Bharat by 

ensuring timely delivery of services and funds. 

o Eg: Similar platforms in Tamil Nadu monitor health infrastructure expansion. 

2. Education sector: PRAGATI-like systems can address delays in school infrastructure 

and digital education projects under PM e-Vidya. 

o Eg: Monitoring school infrastructure in the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan can 

reduce inefficiencies. 

3. Urban governance: Integrating smart city projects and urban infrastructure 

initiatives into a unified digital platform. 

o Eg: PRAGATI’s model can streamline the Smart Cities Mission 

implementation. 

4. Environmental management: Addressing pollution control and renewable energy 

projects through real-time coordination among ministries. 

o Eg: Could aid National Green Hydrogen Mission rollout by expediting 

inter-ministerial approvals. 

5. Public welfare schemes: Enhancing transparency in social welfare delivery like PM-

KISAN and MGNREGA by monitoring fund allocation and utilization. 

o Eg: A PRAGATI-like dashboard for MGNREGA could ensure timely 

payment of wages. 

Conclusion 

PRAGATI demonstrates how technology-driven governance can overcome traditional 

administrative challenges, ensuring efficiency, transparency, and inclusivity. Replicating 

this success across sectors can transform India’s public administration, making it more 

responsive to citizen needs and fostering sustainable development. 
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Q. Discuss the impact of dragnet surveillance on civil liberties in India with 

reference to the right to privacy. Analyze the challenges in balancing public 

security and individual freedoms, and suggest effective  measures to mitigate its 

adverse effects. (15 M) 

Introduction 

The rapid expansion of AI-powered dragnet surveillance in India has sparked debates over 

its impact on civil liberties, particularly the right to privacy. While essential for public 

security, unchecked surveillance risks undermining constitutional values and creating a 

surveillance state. 

Body 

Impact of dragnet surveillance on civil liberties 

1. Erosion of the right to privacy: Mass data collection compromises citizens' 

autonomy and exposes sensitive personal information. 

o Eg: Telangana Police’s access to welfare databases, including Samagra 

Vedika (2023), revealed non-consensual data sharing practices, raising 

privacy concerns. 

2. Chilling effect on freedom of speech and expression: Indiscriminate surveillance 

discourages public dissent and political criticism. 

o Eg: Allegations of misuse of Pegasus spyware to monitor journalists and 

activists in India demonstrate its potential to silence dissent. 

3. Risk of discrimination and profiling: AI systems may amplify biases, leading to 

profiling based on religion, caste, or political affiliation. 

o Eg: Studies show facial recognition systems globally have a higher error rate 

for minorities, raising concerns about their misuse. 

4. Threat to democratic oversight: Lack of transparency in surveillance systems 

weakens judicial and parliamentary checks. 

o Eg: Unlike India’s opaque mechanisms, the UK Investigatory Powers Act 

(2016) mandates independent judicial approval for surveillance operations. 

Challenges in balancing public security and individual freedoms 

1. National security priorities: Rising threats from terrorism and cybercrimes 

necessitate robust surveillance measures. 

o Eg: Deployment of AI-powered facial recognition systems at railway 

stations has enhanced crime detection and public safety. 

2. Absence of robust legal frameworks: India lacks dedicated AI surveillance 

regulations or risk-based classifications. 

o Eg: Unlike the EU Artificial Intelligence Act, India does not classify AI 

applications by risk levels. 
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3. Overreach through broad exemptions: The DPDPA, 2023 allows data collection 

without consent for “public interest,” enabling potential misuse. 

o Eg: Section 7(g) and 7(i) of the DPDPA provide sweeping exemptions for 

government use of personal data. 

4. Technological opacity: The complexity of AI systems makes it difficult to detect 

algorithmic biases or misuse. 

o Eg: Hyderabad’s use of Samagra Vedika faced criticism for the absence of 

audit mechanisms to monitor data integrity. 

Measures to mitigate the adverse effects 

1. Risk-based AI regulation: Implement a framework categorizing AI activities by risk 

levels, banning high-risk activities like real-time biometric surveillance. 

o Eg: The EU AI Act prohibits such activities in public spaces, except for 

emergencies. 

2. Judicial and parliamentary oversight: Establish independent oversight committees 

and mandatory judicial approvals for surveillance activities. 

o Eg: The Srikrishna Committee (2018) recommended creating a privacy 

commission for independent oversight. 

3. Consent-driven data collection: Strengthen data consent mechanisms and mandate 

monthly transparency reports for public accountability. 

o Eg: Hyderabad Police’s AI surveillance systems should disclose data use in 

publicly accessible reports. 

4. Promoting algorithmic transparency: Mandate periodic audits of AI systems to 

identify biases and ensure accountability. 

o Eg: The EU GDPR mandates regular transparency reports to improve trust 

in AI governance. 

5. Capacity building for law enforcement: Train law enforcement agencies on ethical 

AI use and data privacy protocols. 

o Eg: Germany’s AI policing model integrates regular training programs for 

ethical surveillance practices. 

Conclusion 

Balancing public security with civil liberties requires a risk-based regulatory framework, 

independent oversight, and algorithmic transparency. As India embraces AI, embedding 

robust privacy safeguards will ensure that technological progress strengthens democracy and 

aligns with constitutional rights. 
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Q. Discuss the key provisions of the Telecommunications (Procedures and 

Safeguards for Lawful Interception of Messages) Rules, 2024, and their 

implications for privacy and governance. (15 M) 

 

Introduction 

The Telecommunications (Procedures and Safeguards for Lawful Interception of Messages) 

Rules, 2024, aim to modernize the interception framework to address contemporary security 

challenges. However, they also raise significant concerns regarding privacy, 

accountability, and governance, requiring a balanced approach to ensure compliance with 

constitutional principles. 

Body 

Major Provisions of the 2024 Rules 

1. Authorization for interception: The Union Home Secretary or State Home Secretary 

is the competent authority to issue interception orders. 

o Eg: Joint Secretaries at the Centre or IG-level officers in states may also 

issue orders in unavoidable circumstances (Telecom Rules, 2024). 

2. Relaxation for remote or operational reasons: Senior officers of authorized 

agencies may issue temporary interception orders subject to approval within seven 

days. 

o Eg: Orders must be approved by the competent authority within seven 

working days, failing which interception ceases (Source: Telecom Rules, 

2024). 

3. Destruction of records: Mandates periodic destruction of records within six months 

unless required for functional or legal purposes. 

o Eg: Records destruction ensures data minimization unless needed for 

investigations or court directives. 

4. Operational safeguards: Messages intercepted under unapproved orders cannot be 

used as evidence in legal proceedings. 

o Eg: This safeguard prevents misuse of temporary interception powers for 

legal advantage. 

5. Extension to agencies: Empowers law enforcement and security agencies under 

Section 20(2) of the Telecommunications Act, 2023, to conduct interceptions. 

o Eg: Agencies like IB, NIA, and state police are key actors in 

operationalizing these rules. 

Privacy Challenges Under the New Rules 

1. Relaxed criteria for interception: Expands the scope beyond ‘emergent cases’ 

without clear definitions, risking arbitrary implementation. 
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o Eg: Terms like "operational reasons" lack precision, leaving room for 

interpretation and potential misuse. 

2. Potential overreach: Absence of penalties for misuse during the seven-day window 

raises concerns about unauthorized surveillance. 

o Eg: Similar misuse of surveillance tools like Pegasus highlighted the risks 

of unchecked powers. 

3. Judicial precedents ignored: Contravenes principles in PUCL vs. Union of India 

(1996), which mandated fair, reasonable, and transparent safeguards for interception. 

o Eg: The Supreme Court emphasized accountability to protect privacy 

rights under Article 21. 

4. Conflict with privacy rights: Risks violating the "Golden Triangle" of Articles 14, 

19, and 21, which collectively protect freedoms and privacy. 

o Eg: Justice K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India (2017) reaffirmed privacy 

as a fundamental right. 

Governance and Accountability Implications 

1. Centralized control: Concentrates power in a few officials without adequate 

independent oversight mechanisms. 

o Eg: Discretionary powers for Joint Secretaries or IG-level officers may 

bypass procedural safeguards. 

2. Operational efficiency vs. oversight: Quick approvals for interception may aid 

counter-terrorism but risk bypassing due process. 

o Eg: Efficient interception mechanisms could have been critical during 

events like the 26/11 Mumbai attacks. 

3. Lack of institutional checks: No provision for judicial or independent review 

reduces transparency and accountability. 

o Eg: Srikrishna Committee (2018) emphasized the need for oversight to 

prevent misuse of surveillance powers. 

4. Destruction of records: While ensuring data privacy, premature record destruction 

may hinder long-term investigations. 

o Eg: Records critical to appeal processes or future cases might not be 

available when needed. 

Way Forward 

1. Judicial oversight: Introduce mandatory review of all interception orders by a 

judicial authority to ensure accountability and protect privacy. 

o Eg: A review mechanism similar to the UK’s Investigatory Powers 

Tribunal can be considered. 

2. Clear definitions: Define ambiguous terms like "operational reasons" and 

"unavoidable circumstances" to prevent misuse. 

3. Independent oversight body: Establish an independent oversight mechanism, such 

as a Lokpal-like authority, to monitor interception activities. 
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4. Transparency and reporting: Mandate regular publication of anonymized 

interception data to foster public trust. 

5. Strengthening grievance redressal: Create robust channels for individuals to report 

misuse and seek redressal. 

6. Alignment with Supreme Court guidelines: Ensure compliance with principles laid 

down in PUCL (1996) and Puttaswamy (2017) judgments to uphold privacy rights. 

Conclusion 

The 2024 interception rules modernize India’s approach to lawful surveillance but must be 

complemented with robust safeguards and oversight to ensure alignment with constitutional 

values. Strengthening institutional accountability will balance the twin objectives of national 

security and individual privacy, fostering trust in governance. 

 

Role of civil services in a democracy. 

Q. “The requirement of prior sanction for prosecuting public servants ensures 

protection against frivolous accusations but risks shielding the corrupt”. Discuss 

(15 M) 

Introduction 

The provision for prior sanction under Section 197 of the CrPC seeks to safeguard public 

servants from frivolous or malicious prosecutions while performing their duties. However, it 

has faced criticism for potentially delaying or preventing action against corrupt officials, as 

highlighted in recent Supreme Court rulings involving public officials under the 

Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). 

Body 

Significance of prior sanction for public servants 

1. Protection against harassment: Ensures that honest officials, especially those in 

decision-making roles, are not subject to undue accusations for actions undertaken in 

their official capacity. 

o Eg. The Supreme Court in Devinder Singh v. State of Punjab (2016) 

emphasized that sanction provisions protect officials acting in good faith. 

2. Preservation of administrative efficiency: Prevents fear of legal entanglements, 

enabling public servants to perform their duties without hesitation. 

o Eg. The judiciary has reiterated that public officials must not be hindered in 

critical decision-making, especially in high-risk areas like procurement or 

national security. 



 

53 
 

3. Judicial oversight on frivolous claims: Serves as a filter mechanism to scrutinize 

whether the alleged misconduct occurred in the course of official duties. 

o Eg. In P.K. Pradhan v. State of Sikkim (2001), the court clarified that 

sanction is not required if the act was not connected to official duties. 

4. Scope under special laws: The recent Supreme Court judgment (November 6, 2024) 

extended the requirement for prior sanction under Section 197 CrPC to offenses 

under the PMLA, aligning with other criminal laws. 

Challenges posed by prior sanction provisions 

1. Shielding the corrupt: Delays or denial of sanction can allow corrupt officials to 

exploit legal protections and avoid prosecution. 

o Eg. The Aircel-Maxis case involving P. Chidambaram witnessed prolonged 

debates over sanction, delaying justice. 

2. Conflict of interest: The sanctioning authority is often the government, which may 

have vested interests in protecting certain officials. 

o Eg. In George Masih v. State of Andhra Pradesh (2023), the delay in 

granting sanction raised concerns about impartiality. 

3. Impact on investigations: Investigative agencies like the ED and CBI face legal 

hurdles due to the prior sanction requirement, even when solid evidence exists. 

o Eg. The Tamil Nadu case of ED officer Ankit Tiwari (2024) highlighted the 

conflict between State Police and Central agencies over jurisdiction in 

investigating public officials. 

4. Erosion of public trust: Perceptions of selective application or misuse of sanction 

provisions damage the credibility of governance and justice systems. 

Balancing protection and accountability 

1. Time-bound sanctioning process: Mandate a fixed timeline (e.g., 3-6 months) for 

deciding sanction requests to prevent unnecessary delays. 

o Eg. The Vineet Narain judgment (1997) laid down guidelines for handling 

corruption cases promptly. 

2. Independent sanctioning authority: Establish a neutral body, independent of 

political influence, to decide on prior sanction requests. 

o Eg. Recommendations by the Second Administrative Reforms Commission 

(2007) suggest autonomous oversight committees. 

3. Clear distinction of duties: Limit sanction protection strictly to actions arising from 

official duties, excluding personal misconduct. 

o Eg. The Supreme Court's 2023 ruling clarified that acts unrelated to official 

duties do not qualify for prior sanction protection. 

4. Regular judicial review: Strengthen judicial oversight to ensure the sanction process 

is not misused to delay or shield corrupt officials. 
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5. Enhanced whistleblower protections: Strengthen mechanisms like the Whistle 

Blowers Protection Act, 2014, to complement accountability measures and expose 

corruption effectively. 

Conclusion 

While the requirement for prior sanction is crucial for maintaining administrative efficiency 

and protecting honest officials, it must not be allowed to shield corruption. Reforms such as 

time-bound approvals, independent oversight bodies, and judicial scrutiny can strike the 

right balance between protection and accountability, ensuring public trust in governance and 

the rule of law. 

Q. “India’s bureaucratic apparatus faces criticism for inefficiency and a 

reluctance to adapt to change”. Discuss the barriers to implementing 

administrative reforms and the strategies to overcome these challenges. (15 M) 

Introduction 

India’s bureaucratic system, despite being the cornerstone of governance, faces persistent 

criticism for inefficiency and resistance to reform, challenging its ability to meet the 

demands of modern governance. 

Body 

Bureaucratic apparatus faces criticism for inefficiency and reluctance to adapt to 

change 

1. Red-tapism and delays: Bureaucratic red-tapism creates bottlenecks, slowing policy 

implementation. 

o Eg: Despite improvements, India ranked 63rd in the World Bank's Doing 

Business Report 2020, indicating ongoing challenges in the business 

environment 

2. Politicization of the bureaucracy: Arbitrary transfers and favouritism undermine 

autonomy and morale. 

o Eg: Frequent reshuffles of IAS officers in states like Maharashtra (2023) 

disrupted governance continuity. 

3. Limited accountability: Lack of measurable performance evaluation hampers 

effective policy delivery. 

o Eg: CAG reports (2023) flagged inefficiencies in schemes like PM-KISAN 

due to inadequate monitoring. 

4. Outdated recruitment and training systems: Lack of continuous professional 

development limits capacity building. 

o Eg: Many officers lack skills in emerging areas like AI and data analytics 

(NITI Aayog 2023). 
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Barriers to implementing administrative reforms 

1. Institutional inertia: Resistance to change from within, driven by fear of disrupting 

existing hierarchies. 

o Eg: Pushback against lateral entry reforms from within the IAS cadre. 

2. Political interference: Overlapping roles and lack of protection against arbitrary 

actions hinder reform. 

o Eg: Supreme Court’s directive (2013) on establishing civil services boards 

remains under-implemented. 

3. Fragmented approach: Reforms often lack cohesive planning and execution across 

departments. 

o Eg: Slow progress on Mission Karmayogi due to inadequate alignment 

across ministries. 

4. Limited citizen engagement: Absence of participatory mechanisms reduces 

transparency and trust. 

o Eg: Delay in full implementation of CPGRAMS for grievance redressal. 

5. Lack of legal safeguards: Inadequate legal frameworks for accountability and 

performance evaluations. 

o Eg: The Civil Services Standards, Performance, and Accountability Bill 

(2010) remains stalled. 

Strategies to overcome these challenges 

1. Performance-linked accountability: Implement Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) 

to assess efficiency and outcomes. 

o Eg: Rajasthan’s SDG-linked evaluation system ties bureaucratic 

performance to development goals. 

2. Expand lateral entry: Infuse specialized talent in governance while addressing 

internal resistance. 

o Eg: 57 lateral entrants (2023) have been inducted into key ministries like IT 

and finance. 

3. Strengthen civil services boards: Statutorily empower boards to ensure transparent 

transfers and postings. 

o Eg: Effective implementation of the Supreme Court’s 2013 directive can 

depoliticize governance. 

4. Technology-driven reforms: Leverage AI and data analytics to streamline 

governance and decision-making. 

o Eg: AI-powered grievance systems under CPGRAMS 2.0 (2024) have 

improved citizen feedback systems. 

5. Continuous capacity building: Ensure regular training programs for civil servants to 

build skills in emerging areas. 

o Eg: Mission Karmayogi (2023 rollout) now includes digital learning for over 

20 lakh officers. 
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6. Citizen engagement platforms: Enhance participatory governance by incorporating 

citizen feedback into policymaking. 

o Eg: Launch of MyGov 2.0 (2024) enables real-time interaction between 

citizens and policymakers. 

7. Legal and institutional frameworks: Pass key reforms such as the Civil Services 

Accountability Bill to ensure accountability. 

o Eg: Second ARC’s recommendations on institutional reforms remain a 

guiding framework. 

Conclusion 

For India to achieve good governance, its bureaucratic system must evolve through focused 

reforms, combining accountability, citizen-centric governance, and technological 

advancements. A responsive and efficient administration is critical to ensuring governance 

serves as a vehicle for inclusive growth and development. 

 

 

India and its neighborhood- relations. 

Q. Assess the impact of India’s defence cooperation with Sri Lanka on regional 

maritime security. How can such initiatives address external security threats in 

the Indian Ocean Region? (10 M) 

Introduction 

India’s defence cooperation with Sri Lanka plays a crucial role in ensuring regional 

maritime security in the strategically vital Indian Ocean Region (IOR). It strengthens 

India’s role as a net security provider while countering emerging external threats. 

Body 

Impact of India’s defence cooperation with Sri Lanka on regional maritime security 

1. Joint maritime exercises: Enhances operational coordination, intelligence sharing, 

and preparedness for regional threats. 

o Eg: The SLINEX 2023 (Sri Lanka-India Naval Exercise) improved 

interoperability between the two navies, ensuring coordinated responses to 

maritime challenges. 

2. Capacity building for Sri Lanka: India provides training, equipment, and 

technology, enhancing Sri Lanka’s maritime surveillance and defence. 

o Eg: India gifted the Dornier maritime patrol aircraft to Sri Lanka in 2022, 

strengthening its coastal monitoring capability. 
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3. Naval infrastructure development: India’s assistance in developing Sri Lanka’s 

ports and naval facilities bolsters regional security. 

o Eg: India aided in developing the Kankesanthurai Port for dual economic 

and strategic purposes. 

4. Addressing piracy and trafficking: Defence cooperation targets piracy, illegal 

fishing, human trafficking, and arms smuggling in the IOR. 

o Eg: Joint operations in the Gulf of Mannar and Palk Strait successfully curbed 

smuggling routes. 

5. Information sharing through maritime domain awareness: India’s collaboration 

strengthens real-time intelligence sharing, enhancing surveillance over suspicious 

activities. 

o Eg: Information Fusion Centre – Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) assists 

Sri Lanka in monitoring regional maritime threats. 

Addressing external security threats in the Indian Ocean Region 

1. Countering Chinese influence: Defence cooperation reduces Sri Lanka’s reliance on 

China, which often utilizes ports for strategic purposes. 

o Eg: The Hambantota Port leased to China for 99 years has raised India’s 

concerns over Chinese naval presence. 

2. Securing sea lanes of communication (SLOCs): Joint patrolling ensures the safety 

of vital trade routes in the Indian Ocean, critical for global energy supply. 

o Eg: India and Sri Lanka’s defence collaboration safeguards the Strait of 

Malacca, a chokepoint for global maritime trade. 

3. Combating terrorism and extremism: Enhanced cooperation prevents the misuse of 

Sri Lankan waters for terrorist activities. 

o Eg: Post the 2019 Easter bombings, India’s intelligence sharing helped Sri 

Lanka secure its maritime zones. 

4. Joint response to humanitarian crises: Defence partnerships enable quick response 

to natural disasters and humanitarian emergencies in the IOR. 

o Eg: India’s Operation Vanilla provided disaster relief to Madagascar in 2020, 

showcasing India’s regional leadership. 

5. Preventing external naval incursions: Enhanced surveillance deters unauthorized 

naval movements, protecting the sovereignty of both nations. 

o Eg: Indian patrols have deterred the frequent entry of Chinese research 

vessels into Sri Lankan waters. 

Conclusion 

India’s defence cooperation with Sri Lanka is pivotal for maritime stability and countering 

external threats in the IOR. Strengthening these initiatives through capacity-building and 

collaborative security frameworks will further ensure a secure, open, and rules-based 

Indian Ocean Region. 
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Q. Critically evaluate the decision to suspend the Free Movement Regime (FMR) 

with Myanmar. How can such measures impact the lives of border communities 

and India's bilateral relations with Myanmar? (15 M) 

Introduction 

The suspension of the Free Movement Regime (FMR) between India and Myanmar is a 

critical decision aimed at strengthening internal security. However, it raises significant 

socio-economic and diplomatic implications for border communities and India’s relations 

with Myanmar. 

Body 

Evaluation of suspending the FMR with Myanmar 

 

Positives 

1. Enhanced border security: Restricts the movement of insurgents, smugglers, and 

traffickers, curbing illegal activities. 

o Eg: The Ministry of Home Affairs reported reduced drug trafficking from 

Myanmar, as seen in the seizure of 700 kg methamphetamine in Gujarat. 

2. Demographic protection: Safeguards the ethnic balance of border states like 

Manipur and Mizoram, which face demographic challenges due to migration. 

o Eg: Post-2021 Myanmar coup, refugee inflow caused demographic strain, 

especially in Manipur’s border districts. 

3. Regulated movement: Reduces the free zone limit to 10 km, allowing better 

monitoring while maintaining controlled connectivity. 

o Eg: Previous 16 km movement under FMR enabled unchecked cross-border 

activities. 
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4. Infrastructure focus: Facilitates border fencing and surveillance, ensuring secure 

borders. 

o Eg: The largely unfenced 1,643 km India-Myanmar border is a hotspot for 

infiltration and smuggling. 

Negatives 

1. Disrupted social ties: Traditional cultural and familial links of tribes like Zos and 

Kukis are severed. 

o Eg: Tribal communities celebrating Chapchar Kut together now face 

separation. 

2. Livelihood loss: Impacts informal trade and access to agricultural lands, affecting 

the economic stability of border communities. 

o Eg: Mizo farmers who cultivate across the border face severe restrictions. 

3. Humanitarian issues: Refugees fleeing Myanmar’s internal conflict face greater 

hurdles due to stricter regulations. 

o Eg: Over 1,000 asylum seekers stranded at Mizoram’s border in 2024 

lacked humanitarian support. 

4. Diplomatic friction: Myanmar may perceive the suspension as unilateral, impacting 

cooperation on security and trade. 

o Eg: Potential decline in Myanmar’s support against insurgent groups like 

NSCN-K and PLA-Manipur. 

Impact on lives of border communities 

1. Economic hardships: Communities lose income from trade, farming, and grazing 

lands across the border. 

o Eg: Mizo traders have reported a sharp decline in earnings due to restricted 

cross-border commerce. 

2. Cultural disconnection: Indigenous groups face challenges in maintaining their 

shared traditions and family connections. 

o Eg: Tribes like Chins and Kukis who share cultural and familial ties are 

deeply affected. 

3. Restricted access to essential resources: Communities lose access to markets, food 

supplies, and healthcare services across the border. 

o Eg: Villages dependent on Myanmar’s markets now face shortages of 

essential goods. 

4. Refugee concerns: Stricter border controls exacerbate the plight of those fleeing 

Myanmar’s political and humanitarian crises. 

o Eg: UNHCR noted a rise in refugee hardship at the India-Myanmar border 

in 2024 due to lack of adequate support. 

Impact on India’s bilateral relations with Myanmar 
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1. Reduced counter-insurgency collaboration: Myanmar may limit its support for 

India’s security efforts. 

o Eg: Myanmar’s army previously assisted India in operations against 

insurgents like NSCN-K, which may decline post-FMR suspension. 

2. Economic repercussions: Restricting movement affects bilateral trade and 

development initiatives like the Kaladan Multimodal Project. 

o Eg: Delays in the Kaladan project could weaken India’s Act East Policy 

objectives. 

3. Increased reliance on China: Myanmar may tilt further toward China’s Belt and 

Road Initiative (BRI), reducing India’s influence. 

o Eg: China has significantly invested in Myanmar, including the 

Kyaukphyu Port project. 

4. Weakening of regional security cooperation: Hindered collaboration could impact 

efforts against transnational crimes like drug trafficking. 

o Eg: Recent seizures of 3,132 kg of narcotics underline the need for sustained 

cooperation. 

Conclusion 

The suspension of the FMR addresses security concerns, but it disrupts border community 

lives and challenges diplomatic ties. India must adopt a balanced approach by integrating 

joint border patrols, economic development schemes, and humanitarian assistance to 

ensure security while fostering relations and addressing community concerns. 

 

 

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving 

India and/or affecting India’s interests. 

Q. Analyze the significance of the India-Australia Comprehensive Economic 

Cooperation Agreement (CECA) in enhancing bilateral trade and addressing 

strategic concerns in the Indo-Pacific region. (10 M) 

Introduction 

India and Australia, as key Indo-Pacific partners, have deepened their economic and strategic 

cooperation through the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA), 

building on the Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA) signed in 2022. This 

partnership aims to expand bilateral trade and address critical regional security and economic 

challenges. 

Body 
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Enhancing bilateral trade 

1. Boosting goods and services trade: CECA seeks to remove trade barriers, expanding 

market access for goods like agriculture, minerals, and dairy, and fostering growth in 

services such as education and IT. 

o Eg: In FY 2023-24, India’s exports to Australia reached $8 billion, with 

CECA expected to further increase this volume. 

2. Facilitating mobility: CECA provisions support the movement of professionals, 

students, and skilled labor, enhancing service sector cooperation. 

o Eg: Australia’s mobility visa agreements benefit Indian professionals in 

healthcare and IT sectors. 

3. Enhancing e-commerce and digital trade: Provisions in CECA promote e-

commerce and digital economy collaborations, facilitating innovation and business 

expansion. 

o Eg: Australian technology firms are increasing their presence in Indian 

markets through digital partnerships. 

4. Strengthening supply chains: CECA ensures supply chain resilience for critical 

sectors like rare earths and energy resources. 

o Eg: Collaborations on rare earth mining reduce dependency on China. 

5. Increasing investment opportunities: CECA fosters mutual investment in key 

sectors like mining, healthcare, and renewable energy. 

o Eg: Australia has committed to increasing FDI in India’s mining and 

infrastructure sectors. 

Addressing strategic concerns in the Indo-Pacific 

1. Countering China’s influence: CECA reinforces India-Australia ties, offering an 

economic counterweight to China’s dominance in the region. 

o Eg: India and Australia collaborate under the Trilateral Supply Chain 

Resilience Initiative (SCRI) with Japan. 

2. Fostering regional cooperation: CECA complements frameworks like the Indo-

Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) to enhance regional trade and 

stability. 

o Eg: Both nations support freedom of navigation in Indo-Pacific maritime 

routes. 

3. Strengthening defence partnerships: Economic collaboration under CECA 

promotes joint ventures in defence manufacturing and technology sharing. 

o Eg: India and Australia recently conducted joint naval drills during the 

Malabar Exercise 2024. 

4. Energy security collaboration: Australia’s critical mineral reserves, including 

lithium and coal, address India’s growing energy demands. 

o Eg: Agreements on lithium supply strengthen India’s push for renewable 

energy transition. 
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5. Promoting agricultural innovation: CECA advances shared interests in agri-tech 

and aligns with India’s food security goals. 

o Eg: Collaborative efforts in agri-tech innovations improve crop yield and 

sustainability. 

Conclusion 

The India-Australia CECA exemplifies a strategic and economic partnership designed to 

meet the evolving needs of the Indo-Pacific region. By fostering trade and addressing 

regional challenges, this agreement strengthens bilateral ties while contributing to global 

stability and economic resilience. 

Q. How does India's deepening engagement with Russia amidst geopolitical 

challenges reflect its foreign policy priorities and strategic autonomy? (10 M) 

Introduction 

India's engagement with Russia amidst geopolitical challenges showcases its commitment to 

strategic autonomy, ensuring balanced global relationships without succumbing to external 

pressures. This reflects India’s long-standing foreign policy tradition of non-alignment and 

pragmatism. 

Body 

Reflecting India's foreign policy priorities 

1. Strengthening defence partnerships: India continues to collaborate with Russia for 

critical defence technologies like S-400 air defence systems and stealth frigates, 

ensuring national security. 

o Eg: The 2021-31 military technical cooperation agreement supports India’s 

Make in India initiative. 

2. Diversifying energy sources: Deepening ties with Russia secures access to affordable 

energy supplies amidst global volatility. 

o Eg: India increased its crude oil imports from Russia by over 40% in 2023 

to counter high global prices. 

3. Geopolitical balancing: Maintaining relations with Russia helps India navigate great 

power rivalries between the U.S., China, and Russia, ensuring multipolar 

engagement. 

o Eg: India participated in BRICS and SCO summits, balancing ties with 

Russia while enhancing relations with the West. 

4. Addressing regional stability: Collaboration with Russia supports India’s strategic 

interests in Eurasia and Afghanistan post-U.S. withdrawal. 

o Eg: India and Russia held consultations on regional security during India-

Russia Annual Summits (2023). 
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5. Promoting economic diversification: Enhanced economic ties with Russia aim to 

diversify India’s trade basket, reducing overdependence on Western markets. 

o Eg: India’s RuPay card acceptance in Russia and efforts to settle trade in 

Indian rupees highlight this priority. 

Upholding India’s strategic autonomy 

1. Resisting Western pressures: India’s continued engagement with Russia reflects its 

independent stance despite Western sanctions and criticism. 

o Eg: India defended its crude oil imports from Russia at the G20, 

emphasizing energy security for developing nations. 

2. Focus on self-reliance: Russian defence cooperation complements India’s drive for 

indigenization in defence manufacturing. 

o Eg: Russian industries contribute to India’s BrahMos missile systems under 

joint ventures. 

3. Realpolitik approach: India prioritizes pragmatic engagement over ideological 

alignment, ensuring diversified partnerships. 

o Eg: India signed agreements with both Russia and the U.S., exemplified by 

the 2+2 dialogues in 2023. 

4. Minimizing external dependency: Continued military-technical cooperation with 

Russia secures critical spare parts and supplies for existing systems. 

o Eg: India procured Krivak-class frigates while investing in domestic warship 

manufacturing. 

5. Ensuring multipolar world order: Strong ties with Russia enable India to resist the 

dominance of any single bloc, preserving a balanced global order. 

o Eg: India’s Neutral Stand on the Ukraine crisis exemplifies its emphasis on 

multipolarity. 

Conclusion 

India's deepening ties with Russia amidst global pressures reaffirm its commitment to 

strategic autonomy, ensuring national interests remain paramount. Moving forward, India 

must balance its partnerships to leverage global opportunities while safeguarding its strategic 

and economic priorities. 

Q. What are the challenges posed by India’s reliance on imports for critical 

minerals? Analyze how recent international partnerships can mitigate these 

challenges. (10 M) 

Introduction 

India's dependency on critical mineral imports (85%), particularly from China, poses 

serious challenges to its economic, technological, and strategic autonomy. Critical 
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minerals such as lithium, cobalt, and rare earth elements are essential for EVs, renewable 

energy, and advanced technologies, making mineral diplomacy crucial for mitigating risks. 

Body 

Challenges posed by India’s reliance on imports 

1. Geopolitical risks: Over-reliance on China increases vulnerability to supply chain 

disruptions due to geopolitical tensions. 

o Eg: China’s rare earth export ban to Japan in 2010 demonstrated the 

weaponization of resources. 

2. Price volatility: Fluctuations in global mineral prices impact India’s manufacturing 

costs, particularly in green technologies. 

o Eg: The global lithium price surge (2021-22) increased EV battery 

production costs in India by 30%. 

3. Technological dependency: Import reliance slows India’s transition to domestic 

manufacturing of EV batteries and renewable energy systems, impacting its 

climate goals. 

o Eg: India’s EV Mission 2030 faces hurdles due to limited access to lithium-

ion battery materials. 

4. Ethical concerns: Many imports are sourced from regions with poor labor 

conditions and environmental degradation, undermining sustainability efforts. 

o Eg: Cobalt mining in the Congo involves child labor and unsafe working 

conditions. 

5. Value chain gap: Heavy import dependency limits India’s control over processing, 

refining, and downstream production, reducing domestic job creation. 

o Eg: India lacks significant lithium refining capacities, forcing reliance on 

external processing hubs. 

How recent international partnerships can mitigate these challenges 

1. Diversifying sources of imports: Strategic engagements with resource-rich countries 

reduce dependency on China. 

o Eg: India’s $24 million pact with Argentina (2024) secures lithium supplies 

from Latin America’s Lithium Triangle. 

2. Establishing joint ventures: Collaborations enable India to participate in mineral 

exploration and refining, building domestic capabilities. 

o Eg: India and Kazakhstan’s IREUK Titanium Limited joint venture focuses 

on producing titanium slag for domestic use. 

3. Leveraging multilateral frameworks: Partnerships like the Quad and Mineral 

Security Partnership (MSP) provide access to alternative supply chains and 

technical expertise. 

o Eg: The Quad Critical Minerals Group promotes sustainable and diversified 

rare earth supply chains. 
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4. Enhancing domestic exploration: International partnerships like the MoU with 

Australia (2022) help identify new projects and develop India’s domestic refining 

capacities. 

o Eg: The agreement identifies two lithium and three cobalt projects for 

potential investments. 

5. Aligning with global sustainability standards: Collaborations with the EU and 

South Korea strengthen ethical sourcing and promote environmentally sustainable 

practices. 

o Eg: India’s partnership with the International Energy Agency (2023) 

streamlines policies for responsible mineral extraction. 

Conclusion 

India’s critical mineral strategy requires diversification, joint ventures, and domestic 

capacity-building. By strengthening partnerships with countries like Argentina, Australia, 

and multilateral forums like the Quad, India can secure its mineral needs while reducing 

dependence on China. A comprehensive and sustainable mineral supply chain strategy is 

key to achieving Atmanirbhar Bharat and long-term energy security. 

Q. “The elevation of India-Kuwait ties to a Strategic Partnership reflects India’s 

proactive engagement in the Gulf.” Critically analyze the opportunities and 

challenges of this partnership. (10 M) 

Introduction 

India’s elevation of ties with Kuwait to a Strategic Partnership underscores its dynamic 

diplomacy in the Gulf, emphasizing energy security, trade, and defence cooperation amid a 

rapidly evolving geopolitical landscape. 

Body 

Opportunities of the India-Kuwait Strategic Partnership 

1. Enhanced energy cooperation: Kuwait’s status as a major oil exporter offers India 

secure energy supplies. 

o Eg: India imported 8.5% of its crude oil from Kuwait in 2023 (Source: 

Ministry of Petroleum). 

2. Defence and security collaboration: The recent MoU on defence cooperation 

enables joint exercises, personnel exchanges, and enhanced maritime security. 

o Eg: Joint naval exercises proposed under the agreement in 2025. 

3. Economic diversification and investments: Kuwait’s sovereign wealth fund can 

bolster India’s infrastructure and technology sectors. 

o Eg: Kuwaiti Investment Authority’s interest in Indian food parks and 

renewable energy (2024). 
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4. Technological innovation: Opportunities for collaboration in AI, semiconductors, 

and e-governance. 

o Eg: Kuwait expressed interest in India’s Digital India initiatives during the 

bilateral talks . 

5. People-to-people ties: The large Indian diaspora in Kuwait strengthens bilateral 

goodwill and fosters economic cooperation. 

o Eg: 10 lakh Indian workers in Kuwait, contributing to both economies 

(MEA report). 

6. Cultural exchange and tourism: Programs like the 2025-2029 Cultural Exchange 

Programme deepen mutual understanding. 

o Eg: Arabic translations of Indian epics like Ramayana and Mahabharata 

by Kuwaiti scholars. 

7. Renewable energy collaboration: Kuwait’s recent membership in the International 

Solar Alliance (ISA) creates avenues for joint initiatives in solar energy deployment. 

o Eg: Kuwait’s participation in India’s solar energy projects under ISA  

Challenges in the India-Kuwait Strategic Partnership 

1. Energy transition pressures: India’s shift to renewable energy may reduce reliance 

on Gulf oil. 

o Eg: India’s 2050 net-zero commitment (Source: NDC 2022). 

2. Geopolitical uncertainties: Instability in the Gulf region can disrupt trade and 

investments. 

o Eg: Houthi attacks on Gulf infrastructure in 2022. 

3. Labor welfare concerns: Ensuring fair treatment of Indian workers remains critical. 

o Eg: Reports of wage disputes in Kuwait’s construction sector (ILO report, 

2023). 

4. Economic vulnerabilities: Over-reliance on oil-based economies like Kuwait poses 

long-term risks. 

o Eg: Kuwait’s GDP shrank by 8% during the 2020 oil price crash (IMF). 

5. Delayed agreements: Prolonged negotiations on key deals like the India-Kuwait 

Bilateral Investment Treaty hinder progress. 

o Eg: Talks ongoing since 2022 but no breakthrough achieved till nw 

6. Global competition for Kuwait’s investments: Nations like China aggressively 

seek Gulf partnerships, reducing India’s exclusivity. 

o Eg: China-Kuwait Silk Road projects worth $10 billion (2023). 

7. Trade imbalance: India’s significant imports of oil from Kuwait contrast with 

limited non-oil exports, leading to an uneven trade relationship. 

o Eg: India exported only $1.1 billion worth of goods to Kuwait in 2023 

compared to $10 billion in imports (Source: Ministry of Commerce). 

Conclusion 
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The India-Kuwait Strategic Partnership is a cornerstone of India’s Gulf engagement, blending 

energy security with economic growth. Strengthened by joint mechanisms and people-

centric policies, it promises mutual benefits while navigating global challenges. A proactive, 

balanced approach can ensure this partnership flourishes in a multipolar world. 

Q. “The recent downturn in India-Canada relations highlights vulnerabilities in 

diaspora diplomacy”. Discuss the implications for bilateral ties and India’s 

foreign policy objectives. (15 M) 

Introduction 

India-Canada relations, historically rooted in shared democratic values and a vibrant 

diaspora, have recently strained due to political controversies. This downturn highlights the 

vulnerabilities of over-relying on diaspora diplomacy as a pillar of bilateral ties, 

particularly when extremist elements misuse such connections to undermine state relations. 

Body 

Downturn in India-Canada relations highlights vulnerabilities in diaspora diplomacy 

1. Political exploitation of the diaspora: The large Indian diaspora in Canada, 

especially the Sikh community, has been leveraged for electoral gains, creating 

friction in bilateral ties. 

o Eg: Pro-Khalistan activism in Canada, including the Nijjar controversy 

(2024), has escalated tensions. 

2. Rise of extremist narratives: Divisions within the diaspora, such as Khalistan 

sympathizers and pro-India groups, have deepened, affecting Canada’s domestic 

politics and its foreign policy stance. 

o Eg: Protests and counter-protests during Khalistan marches strained 

relations further. 

3. Undermining state diplomacy: Over-reliance on diaspora soft power has weakened 

traditional state-to-state mechanisms, making ties vulnerable to external influences. 

o Eg: Allegations against Indian officials in the Nijjar case bypassed 

diplomatic norms, fuelling mistrust. 

4. Economic and social fallout: The diaspora’s role in trade, education, and cultural 

exchanges has suffered due to visa freezes and reduced bilateral engagement. 

o Eg: Canada’s hosting of over 320,000 Indian students is now clouded by 

visa delays and uncertain diplomatic ties. 

5. Inadequate counter-extremism cooperation: Canada’s failure to act against 

extremist elements shows the limits of diaspora-driven diplomacy in addressing 

security concerns. 

o Eg: India’s repeated demands to curb anti-India activities in Canada have 

seen limited action. 
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Implications for bilateral ties and India’s foreign policy objectives 

1. Economic disruptions: Strained ties risk derailing the $8 billion bilateral trade 

relationship, particularly sectors like agriculture and IT. 

o Eg: The Early Progress Trade Agreement (EPTA) negotiations have 

stalled, delaying economic benefits. 

2. Challenges to people-to-people exchanges: Disruptions in visa services and strained 

educational exchanges impact long-term ties. 

o Eg: Indian students in Canada face uncertainty, while Canadian travelers 

experience procedural delays. 

3. Erosion of India’s soft power: Divisions within the diaspora weaken India’s image 

as a harmonious and democratic nation. 

o Eg: The global Khalistan narrative damages India’s perception in Western 

democracies. 

4. Geopolitical ripple effects: Strains with Canada may affect India’s relations with 

other Western democracies, especially in multilateral forums like the G7 or Five Eyes 

Alliance. 

o Eg: Canada’s criticism of Indian policies could influence other Western 

nations’ perspectives. 

5. Regional security concerns: The politicization of the diaspora could embolden 

neighboring countries, like Pakistan, to leverage the Khalistan issue against India. 

o Eg: Pakistan’s use of the Khalistan narrative in international forums adds 

to India’s diplomatic challenges. 

What can be done? 

1. Enhance state-to-state diplomacy: Strengthen direct government engagement to 

address core issues and reduce dependency on diaspora-driven diplomacy. 

o Eg: Establishing regular bilateral dialogues under frameworks like Track 

II diplomacy. 

2. Strengthen counter-terrorism cooperation: Collaborate with Canadian authorities 

to curb extremist activities within the diaspora. 

o Eg: Forming a bilateral security task force for intelligence sharing and 

monitoring. 

3. Promote inclusive diaspora narratives: Foster unity within the Indian diaspora by 

addressing legitimate grievances and engaging all communities. 

o Eg: Indian missions facilitating dialogue with Sikh leaders in Canada to 

counter divisive narratives. 

4. Decouple economic ties from political tensions: Protect economic partnerships and 

trade agreements from diplomatic controversies. 

o Eg: Resuming EPTA negotiations with a focus on shared economic benefits. 

5. Leverage multilateral platforms: Highlight the misuse of diaspora-driven extremism 

at forums like the UN and G20 to build international consensus. 
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o Eg: India’s call for global action against transnational terrorism during 

UNGA 2024. 

Conclusion 

India’s diaspora diplomacy must evolve to balance cultural outreach and national security 

imperatives. By fostering inclusive narratives, strengthening state diplomacy, and 

isolating extremist elements, India can rebuild trust with Canada while safeguarding its 

foreign policy objectives. This approach will ensure resilience and long-term stability in 

bilateral ties amidst evolving geopolitical challenges. 

 

 

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing 

countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora. 

Q. Analyse the role of non-state actors like Houthi militants in disrupting global 

trade and the challenges they pose to international security frameworks. (10 M) 

Introduction 

Non-state actors like the Houthi militants, operating in strategic chokepoints like the Red 

Sea, have disrupted 12% of global trade and exposed vulnerabilities in maritime security 

frameworks. Their actions showcase the pressing need for robust international mechanisms. 

Body 

Role of non-state actors in disrupting global trade 

1. Strategic leverage through disruptions: Non-state actors use attacks to gain political 

and economic leverage. 

o Eg. Houthis demand concessions in the Yemen peace process through Red 

Sea disruptions. 

2. Targeting trade chokepoints: By attacking chokepoints like the Red Sea, they 

amplify global supply chain vulnerabilities. 

o Eg. Rerouting through the Cape of Good Hope increased transit times by 20-

30 days. 

3. Technological exploitation: Use of drones and asymmetric tactics complicates 

conventional responses to these threats. 

o Eg. The 2019 Saudi Aramco attack demonstrated the use of drones to disrupt 

oil supply. 

4. Economic strain on developing economies: Rising freight costs and delays impact 

exporters in countries like India and Egypt. 
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o Eg. Indian exporters face 60-day delays in reaching Europe, doubling transit 

times. 

5. Disrupting global energy markets: Attacks on oil shipments destabilize global 

energy supplies and pricing, worsening economic uncertainties. 

o Eg. Red Sea disruptions led to increased oil premiums in 2023, as noted by 

the International Energy Agency. 

Challenges posed to international security frameworks 

1. Lack of accountability mechanisms: Existing frameworks like UNCLOS primarily 

address state actors and fail to provide effective mechanisms to hold non-state actors 

accountable. 

o Eg. Non-state groups like the Houthis exploit this gap to operate with 

impunity in the Red Sea. 

2. Inadequate technological response: Maritime security frameworks struggle to 

counter modern asymmetric tactics such as drone strikes, cyber-attacks, and hijacking. 

o Eg. The use of drones in attacks, like the 2019 Saudi Aramco incident, 

remains a persistent challenge. 

3. Fragmented international coordination: Rivalries among major powers and 

regional players hinder the formation of a cohesive response strategy. 

o Eg. The conflicting interests of the U.S., Iran, and Saudi Arabia have 

hampered collective action in the Red Sea. 

4. Underfunded and overstretched naval operations: International security initiatives 

like the Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) often lack sufficient resources to 

effectively patrol and secure vast maritime regions. 

o Eg. Limited patrolling in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden has allowed the 

resurgence of piracy and militant activity. 

5. Economic vulnerabilities of small nations: Nations reliant on revenues from critical 

maritime chokepoints lack the capacity to address disruptions independently, 

exacerbating their dependency on global mechanisms. 

o Eg. Egypt’s economic losses of $10 billion in Suez Canal revenue in 2023 

highlight the limitations of local security measures. 

6. Weak enforcement of international sanctions: Non-state actors often bypass 

international sanctions through informal networks and state sponsors, undermining the 

efficacy of security frameworks. 

o Eg. Houthi funding through alleged Iranian support continues despite UN 

sanctions. 

Conclusion 

The actions of non-state actors like the Houthis reveal significant weaknesses in global 

maritime security. Strengthening frameworks like UNCLOS, leveraging technological 

innovations, and fostering regional coalitions such as the IORA are vital to ensure the 

stability of global trade routes and resilience against asymmetric threats 
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Q. Critically evaluate the role of BRICS in challenging the hegemony of the US 

dollar in international trade. How can India balance its strategic interests within 

the bloc while maintaining strong ties with the US? (15 M) 

Introduction 

BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) has emerged as a significant bloc aiming 

to challenge the hegemony of the US dollar in global trade by promoting alternatives to the 

dollar-dominated financial system. For India, this shift presents both opportunities and 

challenges in balancing its strategic interests. 

Body 

The role of BRICS in challenging the hegemony of the US dollar 

1. Promoting alternative currencies: BRICS nations are exploring a common 

currency and encouraging the use of national currencies for trade, reducing reliance 

on the dollar. 

o Eg: Over 90% of Russia-China bilateral trade is now settled in local 

currencies (yuan and rouble). 

2. Diversifying global financial systems: Frameworks like the New Development 

Bank (NDB) provide alternatives to the US-led financial system. 

o Eg: NDB approved loans worth USD 30 billion by 2023 in non-dollar 

denominations. 

3. Reducing vulnerabilities to sanctions: Minimizing dollar dependence helps 

countries evade the impact of US unilateral sanctions. 

o Eg: Russia bypassed SWIFT sanctions through local currency trade with 

BRICS nations. 

4. Encouraging multipolarity: BRICS seeks to foster a balanced financial system, 

reducing the dominance of Western financial institutions. 

o Eg: IMF data (2023) highlights an increase in non-traditional currencies in 

global reserves. 

5. Advancing digital currency frameworks: Nations like China promote CBDCs as 

alternatives to the dollar-dominated SWIFT system. 

o Eg: China’s e-yuan pilot supports cross-border trade settlements. 

Challenges for BRICS in challenging the US dollar 

1. Economic asymmetry within BRICS: China’s dominance risks overshadowing 

smaller economies like South Africa and Brazil. 

o Eg: China accounts for nearly 70% of BRICS GDP, creating power 

imbalances. 

2. Dependence on the US dollar: BRICS nations still rely heavily on the dollar for 

global trade and reserves. 
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o Eg: The US dollar constitutes 88% of global forex turnover (BIS Triennial 

Survey, 2022). 

3. Geopolitical tensions: Diverging interests, such as the India-China border dispute, 

hinder policy coordination within BRICS. 

o Eg: The 2020 Galwan Valley standoff strained India-China relations. 

4. Lack of institutional depth: Unlike the IMF or World Bank, BRICS lacks robust 

financial mechanisms to enforce its goals. 

o Eg: NDB’s scale is limited compared to traditional institutions. 

5. Resistance from global systems: The US has threatened tariffs and trade 

restrictions against nations challenging the dollar. 

o Eg: US President elect threat of 100% tariff threat to BRICS countries 

exploring a new currency. 

How India can balance its strategic interests within BRICS while maintaining strong 

ties with the US 

1. Strengthening multipolarity: India can support BRICS initiatives aligned with its 

economic diversification goals without directly opposing the US. 

o Eg: Promoting rupee internationalization under RBI’s guidelines for cross-

border trade. 

2. Focusing on equitable frameworks: India must advocate for a balanced BRICS 

financial mechanism to avoid Chinese domination. 

o Eg: Push for shared leadership in NDB decision-making. 

3. Leveraging digital platforms: India can use its strengths like UPI and CBDC to 

lead inclusive financial systems within BRICS. 

o Eg: Collaborate on a digital payment network using India’s CBDC. 

4. Maintaining strategic autonomy: India should balance BRICS commitments with 

its defense and geopolitical ties with the US. 

o Eg: QUAD cooperation reflects India’s dual alignment strategy. 

5. Engaging diplomatically: India should communicate its participation in BRICS 

financial reforms as a step toward economic stability, not confrontation. 

o Eg: External Affairs Minister’s October 2024 statement emphasized India’s 

pragmatic approach to financial alternatives. 

Conclusion 

The BRICS challenge to the US dollar represents an evolving multipolar financial order, 

offering opportunities for India to enhance its economic autonomy. By balancing its 

commitments within BRICS and its strong ties with the US, India can ensure geopolitical 

stability and economic resilience in the changing global landscape. 

Q. Discuss the significance of India’s vote in favour of the UN resolution on the 

Palestine question and its implications for India's foreign policy. (10 M) 

Introduction 
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India’s vote in favour of the UN resolution on the Palestine question underscores its 

commitment to self-determination, multilateral diplomacy, and a rules-based 

international order. This decision reflects India’s delicate balancing of its historical support 

for Palestine and its growing strategic partnership with Israel. 

Body 

Significance of India’s vote 

1. Reaffirming commitment to international law: By supporting the resolution, India 

upholds its adherence to the UN Charter principles, emphasizing the illegality of 

occupation and the necessity of peaceful conflict resolution. 

o Eg. India has consistently supported resolutions that reaffirm the pre-1967 

borders under international law. 

2. Endorsing the two-state solution: The vote reinforces India’s advocacy for the two-

state solution, recognizing the inalienable rights of Palestinians to an independent 

state while promoting regional stability. 

o Eg. India’s endorsement aligns with its 1974 recognition of the Palestine 

Liberation Organization (PLO) as the representative of the Palestinian people. 

3. Strengthening ties with the Global South: India’s decision resonates with the 

broader Global South’s stance on decolonization, equitable justice, and self-

determination. 

o Eg. This aligns with India’s G-20 presidency goal of amplifying the voices of 

developing nations in global governance. 

4. Enhancing multilateral credibility: The vote reflects India’s proactive approach to 

multilateral diplomacy, boosting its image as a responsible and neutral actor in 

global conflict resolution. 

o Eg. India’s emphasis on multilateral solutions strengthens its bid for a UN 

Security Council permanent seat. 

5. Maintaining neutrality in a polarized region: By voting in favor of Palestine 

without alienating Israel, India ensures its balanced foreign policy continues to protect 

its strategic interests in West Asia. 

Implications for India’s foreign policy 

1. Strategic balancing in West Asia: India’s decision maintains its relationship with 

both Israel and Palestine, essential for managing its energy security and defence ties. 

o Eg. Israel is a key defence partner, while Gulf nations supply over 60% of 

India’s crude oil imports. 

2. Strengthening soft power: The vote aligns with India’s image as a supporter of 

human rights and justice, enhancing its soft power influence in West Asia and the 

Islamic world. 

o Eg. The support boosts India’s credibility in countries like Iran and Saudi 

Arabia, where the Palestine issue remains emotive. 
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3. Advancing leadership in multilateralism: India’s principled position highlights its 

commitment to peaceful conflict resolution, reinforcing its role as a leading voice of 

the Global South. 

o Eg. India’s diplomacy on the Palestine question aligns with its NAM legacy 

and broader ambitions for global leadership. 

4. Protecting diaspora interests: By supporting regional stability, India safeguards the 

interests of its 8 million expatriates in West Asia, a key source of remittances. 

o Eg. In 2022, remittances from the Gulf exceeded $60 billion. 

5. Bolstering regional partnerships: India’s balanced approach helps ensure stronger 

ties with both Israel and Arab nations, critical for its trade, investment, and security 

interests. 

o Eg. Trade with Gulf countries crossed $180 billion in 2022-23, while Israel 

remains a significant technology and defence supplier. 

Conclusion 

India’s vote in favor of the resolution reflects a pragmatic blend of its historical 

commitments and contemporary strategic goals. This nuanced diplomacy strengthens 

India’s role in global governance and positions it as a credible mediator in an increasingly 

polarized world, laying the groundwork for a balanced and future-ready foreign policy. 

Q. “The economic success of the Indian diaspora contributes significantly to 

India’s global image and influence”. Highlight the implications of this trend for 

India’s foreign policy objectives. (10 M) 

Introduction 

The economic success of the Indian diaspora, particularly in developed nations, enhances 

India's global influence by showcasing its talent and reinforcing its image as a reservoir of 

skilled human capital. 

Body 

Economic success of diaspora contributing to India’s global image and influence 

1. Showcasing talent and innovation: Indian professionals in fields like IT, healthcare, 

and academia highlight India's capacity to produce world-class talent. 

o Eg: Sundar Pichai (Google) and Satya Nadella (Microsoft) symbolize 

Indian excellence in technology. 

2. Economic contributions through remittances: Diaspora remittances, amounting to 

over $100 billion in 2023 (World Bank), support India's economy and development. 

o Eg: India was the largest recipient of remittances globally in 2023. 

3. Building soft power: Successful Indians abroad enhance India's cultural and 

professional appeal, contributing to its soft power diplomacy. 
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o Eg: Indians’ leadership in global corporations strengthens India’s brand 

globally. 

4. Facilitating technology and knowledge transfer: The diaspora acts as a conduit for 

advanced technologies and global best practices into India. 

o Eg: The Indo-U.S. Strategic Partnership Forum enables knowledge-sharing. 

5. Promoting multiculturalism: Indian communities abroad foster inclusivity and 

contribute to local societies, improving India's global image. 

o Eg: Indian festivals like Diwali are celebrated globally, enhancing India's 

cultural footprint. 

Implications of this trend for India’s foreign policy objectives 

1. Strengthening bilateral relations: Diaspora acts as a bridge for fostering closer ties 

with host nations, especially in trade and defense. 

o Eg: The India-U.S. Trade Policy Forum (2023) benefited from diaspora-

driven advocacy. 

2. Boosting economic diplomacy: Diaspora networks assist in attracting investments 

and enhancing India's trade relations globally. 

o Eg: UAE-India Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (2022) 

emphasized diaspora contributions. 

3. Leveraging diaspora as political capital: Indian-origin leaders influence 

policymaking in host countries to align with India's strategic interests. 

o Eg: Rishi Sunak’s leadership in the UK has enhanced India-UK relations. 

4. Promoting cultural diplomacy: Indian traditions upheld by the diaspora strengthen 

India's soft power globally. 

o Eg: Recognition of International Yoga Day by the UN in 2014, championed 

by diaspora networks. 

5. Strengthening regional partnerships: The success of Indian expatriates in West 

Asia, North America, and Southeast Asia reinforces India's role as a strategic 

partner. 

o Eg: Collaboration on skilled workforce agreements with Japan reflects 

mutual benefits. 

Conclusion 

The Indian diaspora's economic success not only elevates India's global stature but also 

strengthens its strategic influence in international relations. By leveraging this asset 

effectively, India can align its foreign policy with its developmental and diplomatic goals, 

ensuring mutual benefits for India and host nations. 
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Important International institutions, agencies and fora - their 

structure, mandate. 

 

Q. Discuss the mandate and jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice 

(ICJ). How effective has it been in resolving conflicts involving developing 

countries? (10 M) 

Introduction 

The International Court of Justice (ICJ), established in 1945 under the UN Charter, is 

the principal judicial organ of the United Nations. It adjudicates disputes between states and 

provides advisory opinions to promote the peaceful resolution of conflicts and uphold 

international law. 

Body 

Mandate and jurisdiction of the ICJ 

1. Contentious jurisdiction: The ICJ resolves disputes between states that have 

consented to its jurisdiction, covering matters like territorial disputes, treaty 

interpretation, and maritime boundaries. 

o Eg. The Kulbhushan Jadhav case (India v. Pakistan, 2019) involved 

violations of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations. 

2. Advisory jurisdiction: The ICJ provides non-binding advisory opinions on legal 

questions referred by the UN General Assembly, Security Council, or specialized 

agencies. 

o Eg. The Advisory Opinion on Chagos Archipelago (2019) upheld Mauritius' 

claim over the territory. 

3. Binding decisions: ICJ rulings are binding but lack enforcement mechanisms, relying 

on the UN Security Council for implementation. 

4. Exclusion of non-state actors: The ICJ does not address cases involving individuals, 

corporations, or organizations, focusing solely on inter-state matters. 

5. Optional clause declarations: States may voluntarily recognize the ICJ's jurisdiction 

through declarations, which can be conditional or withdrawn. 

o Eg. India modified its declaration in 1974, limiting jurisdiction in disputes 

with neighboring countries. 

 

Effectiveness of the ICJ in resolving conflicts involving developing countries 
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Successes Challenges 

1. Peaceful dispute resolution: Prevents 

military escalation and resolves disputes 

diplomatically. 

1. Lack of enforcement: ICJ cannot 

compel compliance, weakening its 

authority. 

Eg. The Maritime Delimitation Case 

(Somalia v. Kenya, 2021) resolved conflicting 

maritime claims. 

Eg. The Nicaragua v. USA (1986) ruling 

was ignored by the US, undermining the 

ICJ’s credibility. 

2. Neutrality and impartiality: Provides a 

balanced forum for developing nations to 

challenge powerful states. 

2. Geopolitical influence: Major powers 

often disregard or manipulate ICJ 

decisions. 

Eg. Nicaragua v. USA (1986) upheld 

Nicaragua’s sovereignty against the US. 

Eg. The Iran v. USA (2018) ruling showed 

limitations in enforcing judgments against 

global powers. 

3. Addressing human rights: Focuses on cases 

involving genocide and persecution, promoting 

global justice. 

3. Limited jurisdiction: Requires state 

consent, leaving many disputes unresolved. 

Eg. Gambia v. Myanmar (2022) addressed 

genocide allegations against Rohingya 

Muslims. 

Eg. China rejected ICJ’s jurisdiction in the 

South China Sea dispute (2016). 

4. Low-cost accessibility: Offers a cost-

effective legal platform for developing nations. 

4. Delays in resolution: Prolonged 

timelines weaken the impact of decisions. 

Eg. Many African nations have relied on ICJ 

for resolving boundary disputes. 

Eg. The Gabon v. Equatorial Guinea 

maritime case took over a decade to 

resolve. 

5. Strengthening international law: Promotes 

global norms on legal accountability. 

5. Exclusion of non-state actors: Cannot 

address issues involving individuals or 

corporations. 

Eg. The Bangladesh v. Myanmar maritime 

case (2012) improved bilateral cooperation. 

Eg. Cases involving transnational terrorism 

or corporate accountability are beyond 

ICJ’s jurisdiction. 

Conclusion 

The ICJ has been effective in resolving disputes for developing countries by providing 

impartiality and cost-effective legal recourse. However, addressing enforcement gaps, 

geopolitical biases, and delays through institutional reforms and UN support will enhance 

its global impact and credibility. 
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Q. Discuss the significance of the WTO’s dispute settlement system and analyze 

how its dysfunction impacts smaller economies reliant on multilateral trade 

rules. (10 M) 

Introduction 

The WTO’s dispute settlement system has been a backbone of the global trading order, 

ensuring fairness and predictability, but its dysfunction has particularly undermined the 

interests of smaller economies that rely on a rule-based system. 

Body 

Significance of the WTO’s dispute settlement system 

1. Rule-based framework: Establishes predictability and consistency in resolving trade 

disputes through binding agreements. 

o Eg: Over 500 disputes resolved since 1995, ensuring adherence to trade rules 

globally. 

2. Prevention of unilateral actions: Mitigates trade wars by discouraging countries 

from imposing unilateral retaliatory measures. 

o Eg: The U.S.-EU steel dispute in 2000s was effectively mediated to avoid 

escalation. 

3. Level playing field for smaller economies: Offers an equal platform to challenge 

unfair practices by larger economies. 

o Eg: Ecuador’s victory in the banana trade dispute against the EU (1997) 

showcased inclusivity. 

4. Enforcement of obligations: Ensures member countries comply with their WTO 

commitments through retaliation measures. 

o Eg: India was allowed to impose retaliatory tariffs on U.S. products in 2019 

for unfair agricultural subsidies. 

5. Reduces political interference: Provides a neutral legal mechanism for trade 

disputes, limiting political influence in trade matters. 

o Eg: The WTO’s neutral mediation in U.S.-China intellectual property 

disputes (2010s) reduced tensions. 

Impacts of its dysfunction on smaller economies 

1. Loss of trust in multilateralism: smaller economies lose confidence in the WTO’s 

ability to uphold their trade rights. 

o Eg: African cotton producers’ inability to enforce WTO rulings against 

U.S. subsidies (2020s) led to economic losses. 

2. Increased vulnerability to protectionism: Larger economies exploit the lack of a 

functioning system to impose unjustified tariffs. 
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o Eg: Kenya’s agricultural exports suffered from EU subsidies, with no 

effective WTO recourse. 

3. Weak enforcement mechanisms: smaller countries cannot ensure compliance from 

powerful nations due to lack of appellate review. 

o Eg: India’s challenge against the U.S. on steel tariffs (2018) remains 

unresolved due to the stalled Appellate Body. 

4. Economic strain on smaller economies: Limited ability to retaliate leaves smaller 

nations economically vulnerable. 

o Eg: Caribbean nations struggled to respond to U.S. rum tariffs, losing 

market competitiveness. 

5. Shift to regional or bilateral agreements: Dysfunction encourages reliance on 

smaller trade blocs, reducing WTO’s relevance. 

o Eg: African countries increasingly depend on AfCFTA, bypassing WTO 

mechanisms. 

Conclusion 

To address the dysfunction in the WTO’s dispute settlement system, urgent reforms are 

needed. Reviving the Appellate Body, enhancing capacity-building programs for smaller 

economies, and ensuring equitable representation in decision-making can restore trust in 

the system and uphold the principles of fair and rule-based multilateral trade. 

 

 


