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General Studies-2; Topic: Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, 
functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies. 
 

RTI Act and its Challenges 
 
Introduction  

• RTI Act enables citizens to seek transparency and hold the government accountable.  
• Impact: Exposed corruption, inefficiencies, and opaque policies like the Electoral Bonds scheme. 
• Significance: Critical tool for democratic empowerment, ensuring accountability in governance.  

 
Challenges to the RTI Act 

• Vacancies in Information Commissions: 
o Several Information Commissions are defunct due to non-appointment of commissioners. 
o Example: Jharkhand commission non-functional for over four years. 
o Central Information Commission has 8 out of 11 posts vacant, despite Supreme Court directives. 
o Large backlogs: Over 1 lakh pending cases in Maharashtra, with no head of commission. 

• RTI applications are often ignored, delayed, or refused without legitimate reasons.  
• Consequences: 

o Over 4 lakh appeals and complaints pending across India. 
o Appeals may take years for resolution. 
o Supreme Court’s concern: RTI becomes a “dead letter” due to systemic failure. 

 
Amendments to RTI Act 

• RTI Amendment (2019): 
o Central government empowered to determine tenure, salary, and pensions of information 

commissioners. 
o Impact: Autonomy of information commissions reduced. 

• Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023: 
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o Expanded Section 8(1)(j) to exempt all personal information from disclosure. 
o Deleted the provision that gave citizens the same access to information as MPs and MLAs. 
o Impact: Limits transparency and public interest scrutiny. 

 
Safety Concerns for RTI Activists 

• Nearly 100 RTI activists have been killed, and thousands threatened, assaulted, or implicated in false 
cases. 

• Whistleblower Protection Act (2014) remains unimplemented due to lack of rules to operationalize it, 
leaving whistleblowers vulnerable. 

 
Implications 

• Failure to implement RTI provisions leads to an erosion of citizens' fundamental right to information. 
• RTI has transformed the power dynamics between citizens and the government by promoting 

accountability. 
• An erosion of the RTI framework signals an erosion of democratic values. 

 
Importance of Strengthening the RTI Act 

• Empowerment through transparency: Every year, around 6 million RTI applications are filed, 
showcasing its relevance. 

• RTI is critical for ensuring that power remains in the hands of the people, as it fosters participatory 
governance. 

 
Way Forward 

• Appoint information commissioners on time to reduce backlogs and ensure timely resolution of 
appeals. 

• Ensure that amendments like those in 2019 and 2023 do not compromise the autonomy of information 
commissions. 

• Implement the Whistleblower Protection Act: Protect RTI activists and whistleblowers from retaliation. 
• Strict implementation of penalties for violating the RTI law is essential to restore accountability.  
• Safeguarding the RTI Act against amendments that dilute its transparency provisions. 

 
Conclusion 

• The Right to Information Act is crucial for sustaining India's democratic framework.  
• Strengthening the RTI Act and ensuring proper implementation is necessary to protect citizens' rights 

and uphold the values of transparency and accountability in governance. 
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