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General Studies 1

Topic: Salient features of Indian SocieBjiversity of India.

1.t f AAKG 2F LYRAIFI Q& 2t RSNJ 62YSy

The Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act, 1956 allows
a widow to claim maintenance from the legal heirs of the : Age compounds the hardships of many older
deceased who share the property of the deceased. | introduelion women in a society marked by gender inequality.
The Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Legal
Senior Citizens Act, 2007 (MW Act), was The ‘feminisation of ageing’ as evidenced by the increased
formulated especially for senior citizens’ welfare. | life expectancy of women implies that older women will
Legal safeguards against abandonment, usurpation of Bependency continue to be dependent on others for prolonged periods.
property and abuse exist in the MW Act and the on Kin [Being dependent on kin can exacerbate vulnerabilities. ]
Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005. |

Many experiences abuse after transferring
property to their adult children.

Restoring dignity in women’s labour can give older
women the care and respect they deserve in late life. |

T e T O [Patriarchal cultural norms relegate J
[ importance in the political discourse. | Plight of India’s women fo domestic dulies.

[Th - T e ittt ] older women Many women remain unemployed throughout
S L e S R ey oMol DXSing WS, their lives and a majority do not own assets.
Patriarchal ideas that prevent women from pursuing - - —_— -

l a life of one’s own choice must be questioned. | {Thls creates economic hardships in late Ilfe.]
{ ege
Age-appropriate occupations can be considered Ecibard Challenges Oldfefr worqelq face afidlt&onat!tc?allengdes
for women to enhance financial security. J faced by i i el

slderwamarn | health challenges related to ageing.

[Need to have more care homes in the country.]

[Care work in the family remains highly devalued.)

Ensuring safety, access to helplines and counselling support,

4 . .
access to inexpensive medical care, palliative care, dementia A c_om.:ponhcongern of many older w?rr:en I';mg
care, affordable permanent housing and financial security through L i ctl Ies Ia'sbl cen sourc::lg e?setr;‘la S aT
pension schemes are areas where attention needs to be given. Jecriring roliab ecare workers torthemseves.

[Crimes against older women in cities are often ]

EOIder Women’ is not a homogenous category.) reported especially in metropolitan cities.

Therefore, identifying unique needs based on Conclusion
their context is also crucial to meet the goals of

the UN Decade of Healthy Ageing (2021-2030).

www.insightsonindia.com 3 "

INSIGHTSIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://www.flipkart.com/contemporary-india-economy-society-politics/p/itmdytsuz9t67apm?pid=9788131719299&affid=vinaykumar1

INSTAVINDMAPS

General Studies?2

Topic: Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structy

2. 0ne Nation One Election (ONOE)

A democracy thrives when social and political experiments
like changes in the electoral process are conducted.

ONOE is expt_acted to re_duce political instability caused by - Initially, elections for both the 25 states and the
frequent elections, allowing for more focused governance. Introduction general elections were held simultaneously.
= = Broader .
[ Gover:r:entls cen focu_shon long-term Z_OI'CV planning ] Implications However, due to state reorganizations and political instability, elections
and development without constant disruptions. of ONOE became a year-round activity, putting immense pressure on resources.

A unified election cycle will result in significant savings in terms of logistical, financial,
and human resources that are otherwise repeatedly used during elections.

The One Nation One Election (ONOE) proposal, recently accepted
The ONOE by the Union Cabinet, seeks to synchronize elections across India.
Committee Reports Proposal The ONOE seeks to return to the synchronized electoral process

and i that existed during India’s first general elections in 1952.
Recommendations

Commission (1999, 2018), the Constitution Review Commission (2002),
and Niti Aayog, have all emphasized the need for simultaneous elections.

[ Several expert bodies, including the Election Commission (1983), Law

A single election cycle can help align local and regional development J

[Allow migrants to vote for their home constituencies from wherever they work.] ilbinalanaligonis fostenng aEolactvs palbcal axperoncs

[ Provide postal ballot options or mandatory leave to vote, ensuring ]

that employment doesn't hinder their electoral participation. Continuous elections place a financial burden on smaller regional ]

parties, especially those focusing on issues of the marginalized.

Ensuring Migrant
Workers'
Participation

( Introduce special trains at reduced fares to transport voters to their home constituencies.]

Rationale
for ONOE

One Nation One
Election (ONOE)

Frequent elections enforce the Model Code of
Conduct (MCC), which halts development projects.

Use local infrastructure, like ASHA Kendras and colleges, as
convergence polling stations to bring polling booths closer to voters.

ONOE can promote efficient resource management, allowing
them to participate both in state and national elections.

In the case of early dissolution of the Lok Sabha or an assembly, holding
elections only for the remainder of the term could cause political instability.

While certain amendments can be passed by Parliament, some, such as those Concerns /
concerning local bodies, require ratification by state assemblies, posing a legal challenge. Challenges
Critics argue that ONOE may weaken federal principles, as national issues
might overshadow regional concerns during a single electoral cycle.

that both the majority and the marginalized have a say in governance.

A significant portion of migrant workers come from marginalized
communities, often unable to vote due to geographical dislocation.

Social and

Political
Benefits

ONOE is expected to increase the political engagement of Dalits and marginalized
groups, giving them a clearer voice and ensuring their presence in governance.

ONOE must be accompanied by structural reforms to maintain the
integrity of the electoral process and enhance people’s participation.

Innovative steps like multi-location voting, postal ballots, and accessibility of polling
stations must be implemented to ensure the inclusion of marginalized communities.
Forward

[ONOE should be used as an opportunity to foster social and political belonging.]

This reform reflects B.R. Ambedkar’s vision of social democracy, where
political engagement is key to uplifting disadvantaged communities.

[ Elections play a crucial role in fostering national integration, ensuring ]

Regional and smaller political parties, often financially
constrained, would benefit from reduced election costs.

[ In 1952, voter turnout was 48.27%, and by 2009, it had marginally risen to 58.21%. ]

Educating citizens about the benefits and processes of simultaneous
elections will ensure higher voter participation and acceptance. Ch_allztar?ges (Frequent elections are believed to cause voter fatigue and a devaluation of the ballot.
in the
Current Political instability, policy paralysis, and frequent government
Electoral toppling are cited as reasons for voter disinterest.

System

Moreover, elections every year lead to over-reliance
on freebies, money, and liquor to sway voters.
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Topic: Issues relating tievelopmentand management of Social Sector/Services relatiiktgtdth,Education, Human Resources.
3. Importance of Food Safety, Security, and Food Irradiation in India

[The Indian food processing sector is expected to reach $535 billion by 2025-26.]

|

With rising domestic and international demand for safe, long-lasting )
food products, food irradiation facilities are a promising investment. |

The Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MoFPI) offers up
to Rs 10 crore per project to establish food irradiation units,
particularly to treat perishable produce and enhance shelf life. |

MoFPI has invited entrepreneurs to set up irradiation units under the
Integrated Cold Chain and Value Addition Infrastructure Scheme. |

|

The food industry contributes significantly to India’s
economy through domestic consumption and exports.

Minimizing food loss and waste, particularly of perishable items like fruits
and vegetables, is essential to ensure sufficient, nutritious food for all.

Introduction

Advancing food safety and security is crucial
for achieving the vision of "Viksit Bharat'".

Investment
Opportunities

]

and Government

Support

With the expansion of processed food trade, food safety
management has gained importance, especially in complying
with stringent regulations in developed economies.

Food Safety

and Trade
Growth [

Food safety incidents can cause public health risks, disrupt food
supplies, reduce consumer confidence, and destabilize prices.

stages, including proposal approval, site clearance,
safety assessments, and ongoing maintenance.

Establishing a food irradiation facility involves multiple ]

Challenges in Food

Irradiation Facility

Irradiation involves exposing food to ionising radiation,
Commissioning

eliminating harmful microorganisms, delaying spoilage,

Key institutions like the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) and
the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board (AERB) oversee these processes.

|

Entrepreneurs and investors should seize the opportunity to contribute to the
sustainable development of India’s food industry by establishing irradiation facilies. |

|

growing demands of the agrifood supply chain and export sector.

The expansion of food irradiation facilities plays a vital role in transforming )

India must expand its food irradiation infrastructure to meet the ]

the agrifood industry and contributing to India's long-term economic growth. |

www.insightsonindia.com

|

[It extends shelf life, prevents premature ripening, and reduces food Ioss.]

|

and reducing the need for chemical preservatives.

Importance of Food
Safety, Security, and
Food Irradiation in India

Way Food Irradiation
Fomiard Technology

The Union Budget 2024-25 has allocated funds to establish
| 50 multi-product food irradiation units in the MSME sector.

After the Codex Alimentarius Commission set global standards
for food irradiation, countries such as the US, Japan, and the EU
| adopted the technology for both domestic and export markets.

(The 2012 agreement allowed Indian mangoes to be
exported to the US after undergoing irradiation.

demonstrating the effectiveness of irradiation in
| meeting stringent international food safety standards.

[ This agreement marked the end of a 20-year ban, ]

g
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If the current trends of poor mental health continue,
India's demographic dividend may be undermined.

A shortage of qualified, capable, and productive
workers could affect the economy as a whole.

Step up funding and human resources in mental )
health services across health and other sectors. |

Reduce stigma and discrimination by including individuals with mental )
health conditions in all aspects of society and decision-making.

Address social and structural determinants of mental health by )
intervening in homes, schools, workplaces, and communities. |

childhood development, addressing bullying, and enhancing green spaces. |

(

[ Implement actions such as protecting children from abuse, supporting early )

Regulate harmful substances, such as ultra-processed foods and
hazardous pesticides, which are linked to poor mental health outcomes. |

(Build networks of community-based mental health services.j

Scale up care options for common mental health
conditions, such as depression and anxiety. |

Ensure that mental health services are accessible and affordable,
particularly for vulnerable and underserved populations.

[

] Consequences

INSTAVINDMAPS
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[India is poised for rapid economic growth driven by its young population. ]

Introduction [

The youth contribute significantly to both production and
demand, positioning India to be a future economic powerhouse.

The rapid changes in lifestyle, spurred by economic growth,
| have negatively impacted the mental well-being of Indian youth.

|

food consumption among youth, contributing to

 India reports the highest growth in ultra-processed
poor physical and mental health outcomes.

Lifestyle

[Research suggests these foods may be as addictive as smoking.]

]

[ The early introduction and widespread use of smartphones ]

Changes
Affecting Youth

Low levels of exercise and inadequate sleep are

Paths to | becoming common, contributing to health concerns.

Transformation
in Mental Health

among teenagers have adverse effects on cognition,
emotional regulation, and overall mental well-being.

|

Recent findings from a database of over
1,50,000 individuals highlight this growing issue.

India’s Economic Growth and
its Impact on Youth Lifestyle
and Mental Well-being [

India is experiencing a silent mental health
epidemic, particularly among adolescents.

Mental Health
Challenges

are contributing to declining mental health, especially among youth.

To protect the demographic dividend and ensure sustainable economic
growth, India must intervene now to improve the mental well-being of its youth.

|

[ Shifts in cultural practices, such as weakened family relationships, ]

|

sector, and civil society to reshape environments, strengthen

This requires a coordinated effort from government, the private
care systems, and promote mental health as a national priority.

[ Data indicates that youth from lower-income families who exercise
regularly, have strong family relationships, and avoid ultra-processed
foods show better mental well-being than their wealthier counterparts

] Conclusion

Socioeconomic

www.insightsonindia.com

Factors and
Mental Well-being

(There is growing evidence that returning to traditional values,
such as strong family connections, healthy diets, and
physical exercise, contributes to improved mental health.

with sedentary lifestyles and weakened family bonds.
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5. Palliative care

of promotive, preventive, and curative care

The programme envisaged the provision
from the primary to tertiary institutes.

Thus, it provides health services
delivery across the continuum of care.

National Programme
for Prevention &
Control of
Non-Communicable
Diseases (NP-NCD)

f

Introduction

55 million people in India are pushed below the poverty |
line every year due to health-related expenditures.

The revised NP-NCD guidelines mention
palliative care in synonymy with cancer only. |

The guidelines have also skipped an opportunity to bring )
focus on children suffering from chronic diseases.

Palliative care is provided for relief rather than to
cure the symptoms and suffering caused by cancer. |

Lack of a dedicated budget has prevented the implementation )
of National Programme for Palliative Care (NPPC).

Regulations for morphine and other essential controlled
palliative medicines deny access to adequate palliative care. |

Palliative care must be delivered at least at the |
health and wellness centre and sub-center level. |

Palliative care must be integrated i
into health systems at all levels.

[Include palliative care along with curative treatment.]

It is high time we realise the pandemic of non-communicable ]
diseases in India and strengthen the palliative care services. |

www.insightsonindia.com

Palliative
Care

Concerns /
Challenges
Palliative
care

Palliative
care in

India

Way
Forward

INSTAVINDMAPS

[ India has experienced a steep rise in the burden
| of lifestyle-related non-communicable diseases.

in India every year while diabetes, hypertension, and

( Nearly 1.4 million people are diagnosed with cancer
respiratory diseases are also on the rise.

L

" All these diseases need palliative care
| sooner or later in the disease trajectory.

on improving the quality of life and preventing

| Palliative care is the branch of medicine focusing ]
| suffering among those with life-limiting illnesses.

spiritual, and social domains of the health of

(It aims to address the physical, psychological,
people suffering from life-limiting diseases.

\

(1t supports the affected families in a way that focuses
on the person as a whole, not just the disease.

grow as a result of the ageing of populations and

[ The global need for palliative care will continue to ]

| the rising burden of noncommunicable diseases.

Palliative care in India has largely been available
at tertiary healthcare facilities in urban areas.

It is accessible to only 1-2% of the
estimated 7-10 million people who require it.

g
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6. Sustainable Food Production

-~

Scaling successful models in farming has been
tricky because no single solution fits all contexts. |

Farmers in Jharkhand may not be able to grow a certain variety of sweet
potatoes with the methods proven successful for farmers in southern Odisha. |

Methods must be customised based on |
soil, elevation and many other parameters. |

Scaling food production sustainably to meet global
demand is the defining challenge of our times.

The UN projects that more than 600 million
people worldwide will be facing hunger by 2030. |

[Regenerative farming is not the only answer to global food insecurity.]

(It can help mitigate damage to ecosystems, not restore them entirely.]

[Nature-based solutions and adaptation to address the impact of climate change.]

(This approach helps us protect our environment and preserve natural resources.]

Historically, farmers from a particular geography ]
have coordinated and exchanged knowledge.

Technological innovations that can mimic this at a macroscale and integrate d
climate analysis will help to deal with climate extremes in the future.

To care for our planet's health and eradicate hunger
decisively, we need a sustained commitment to the SDGs.

J

Empower farming communities with knowledge and tools ]
to tackle climate change with smart and adaptive solutions. |

Reclaiming ancestral farming techniques can J
be a step toward sustainable food systems |

www.insightsonindia.com

Concerns /
Challenges Introduction

Sustainable

Food

Production

Way
Forward

INSTAVINDMAPS

climate change is reducing agricultural productivity

There is a critical need today to address how
with frequency of extreme weather events.

Climate-smart agriculture will go a long
way towards augmenting food security.

Local agriculture
initiatives for
promoting climate
resiliency

Local agriculture initiatives
strengthen global food systems by
| shortening farm-to-fork distances.

[ During COVID-19 people could ]

| only buy what was available locally.

[ In the era of extreme natural disasters and climate
change, we need a combination of global and local
food production systems to create food resilience.

~

Food and Agriculture Organization designated
2023 as the International Year of Millets.

[ This was the culmination of a decades-long effort
by multiple regional organisations to highlight the
| climate-adaptive and nutritional benefits of millets.

[ However, it is too early to say that these efforts have
| already transformed global food systems sigpnificantly.

g
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Topic: Welfare schemes for vulnerabéztions of the population by the Centre and States angéh®rmanceof these

schemes;
[Launch: Initiated on October 2, 2014, as the largest sanitation project in India. ]
Introduction to [Goal: To make India open defecation-free (ODF) and promote “swachh” behaviour.]
Swachh Bharat -
Improvmg accountability and regulation ‘ Mission (SBM) [Impact: Construction of 18 crore toilets and a wide range of public campaigns.]
in private contracted sanitation work. | TR ——— [Celebrations: Marked 10 years of its launch with various activities, contests, and discourse.]
Ensuring adequate safety provisions and monitoring | The Need for
contractors’ adherence to worker welfare laws. ‘ Intset::::iir;s [A major issue is the prevalence of contractual jobs without job security.]
Modemising sewage systems to match urban I;:{Ac;;rrr:ng [In places like Noida, thousands of workers protest against the contract system.]
demands and reduce reliance on manual labour. 9 =
Infrastructure Unfair salary cuts by contractors.
Job Insecurity Probllems Non-issuance of appointment letters and insurance cards.
Faced by with - - — - - -
[ Integrating sanitation workers into the Swachh } Sanitation Contracts Difficulty in accessing minimum wages and social security benefits.
Bharat Mission discourse as ‘champion safaimitras. Workers The practice of "thekedari pratha" (contractor culture) often exploits workers.

[Moving away from contractual systems towards secure employment with proper beneﬁtsA] e e [ Workers are often left jobless without notice when J
( Programs like SBM should foreground the rights and dignity of sanitation workers. | Mission (SBM) contracts expire, leading to precarious livelihoods.
[ Implement strict monitoring mechanisms to ensure that workers [Civic authorities and contractors pass responsibility to each other, leaving workers vulnerable.]

receive fair wages, social security, and access to health insurance.
- " — F d
[ Fully implement SBM-Urban 2.0’s emphasis on mechanisation of sewer and o

Sanitation workers, especially sewer and septic tank
septic tank cleaning to reduce human exposure to hazardous environments. |

workers (SSWs), are exposed to toxic environments.

Despite the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers Act (MS Act), 2013, and

Improve data collection on sanitation workers to help design better
SBM’s mechanisation efforts, workers continue manual cleaning without protective gear.

policies, ensure accountability, and reduce instances of violations.

companies to improve the safety and welfare of sanitation workers.

Workers face life-threatening risks from toxic gases, asphyxiation, and electrocution. )

Despite the NAMASTE scheme offering some entitiements, J

[ The success of Swachh Bharat relies heavily on sanitation workers, 43 workers died in the first half of 2024 while cleaning sewers.

yet their contributions and struggles are often overlooked. ]
e |

For India to truly achieve a “swachh Bharat”, there needs to be a fundamental
re-evaluation of the rights, security, and dignity of those who keep the country clean.

[ Encourage corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiatives from private Work Safety [Inadequate safety gear such as gloves, respirators, and masks. ]
Concerns [

Many deaths occur in private contracted work, where
regulations are lax, and accountability is unclear.

www.insightsonindia.com 9
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Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their design a|
iImplementation.

8. Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)

India has achieved over 80% financial inclusion in just
six years, which has garnered international praise.

inroduction This achievement sets a benchmark for other
developing nations, especially in the Global South.
India’s success demonstrates the country’s ability to create scalable, inclusive,
and efficient digital and financial infrastructures for over a billion people.

Uphold the citizens’ relationship with the market and the
state, ensuring the DPI is free from adverse influences.

(Safeguard citizen empowerment and privacy through consent-based data sharing.

Five Sutras for
a Good DPI:

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) refers to the foundational technology that enable ]

[ Eromoteitechnc legal tegulation; combining technolegyvith a wide range of digital services for citizens, governments, and businesses.

law to ensure ethical use and protection of societal rights.

(Prevent monopolistic lock-ins by ensuring interoperability.]

What is The implementation of DPI aims to achieve broader goals like ]

[ Encourage public and private sector collaboration for Digital Public [ digital inclusion, financial inclusion, and efficient governance.

innovation without the domination of corporate interests.

(DPI)

Infrastructure India's success with the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY)
and UPI highlights the power of DPI in bridging financial gaps.

There is often a gap in access, especially in rural areas or among
marginalized groups lacking digital literacy or infrastructure.

The more expansive and connected DPI| becomes, the higher Concemns /
the risk of data breaches and misuse of personal information. Challenges

[ Without proper regulation, DPIs may lead to the ]

DPI is closely aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
particularly those related to reduced inequalities, economic growth, and strong institutions.

[The G20 summit in New Delhi highlighted the significance of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI). ]

monopolization of digital services by a few large players. Focus of the G20

[India’s G20 task force released a comprehensive report emphasizing a global ]
Summit 2023:

strategy for developing DPI, showing India’s leadership in this domain.

As the digital landscape evolves, the principles and models set by India’s ]

[ The comprehensive global strategy aims to assist countries ]
Citizen Stack will play a vital role in shaping the future of DPIs worldwide.

Digital Public worldwide in creating reliable DPIs that support their unique needs.

Infrastructure (DPI)

India’s focus on authenticity, quality, and reliability ensures that its DP| framework
serves as a global standard, driving trust and adoption across borders.

Future of
Digital Public

machine learning will further enhance DPI’s capability. Infrastructure:

Governments must continue to foster innovation through public-private
partnerships, ensuring that the public good is prioritized over corporate profits.

[ Advances in artificial intelligence (Al), blockchain, and ]

[Need for global standards to ensure interoperability, security, and privacy across borders.

India’s remarkable progress in financial inclusion and its leadership in digital public
infrastructure highlight its commitment to empowering the global community.

Conclusion
[ With Citizen Stack as a model for excellence and security in DPIs, India ] [:

continues to set the stage for a more inclusive and digitally sovereign world.

www.insightsonindia.com

The digital landscape involves various stakeholders, including private
enterprises, government bodies, non-profit organizations, and think tanks.

Stakeholders in the This multi-sector involvement aims to develop authentic
DPI Landscape: and reliable DPI solutions to address societal needs.

The challenge lies in identifying trustworthy DPIs and ensuring they
align with core values like security, inclusivity, and scalability.

d—

Citizen Stack emerges as a trusted ecosystem inspired by the success of the
India Stack, a comprehensive digital infrastructure serving over a billion citizens.

Citizen Stack serves as a regulatory body or auditor, authenticating and certifying DPI solutions. ]

It guarantees stringent standards of quality and security,
thus providing a reliable benchmark for evaluating DPls.

India’s commitment to high standards of DPI through the Citizen Stack
represents its dedication to global excellence in digital infrastructure.
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9. ChinaAfrica Relations and Implications for India

China sees a natural partnership with Africa, given

that both are regions of the developing world.
; Beijing positions itself as an alternative model of modernization, distinct Perspective

INSTAVINDMAPS
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from Westernization, which resonates with many African nations. [

Over the past 24 years, the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC)
has become a key platform for dialogue and planning between the two sides.

African nations are concerned about becoming overly
dependent on China, as seen in the donor-recipient dynamic.

on China-Africa
Relations

. ¥« . WF & T s W Strategic -
While Africa benefits from Chinese investments, many - Perspectives Inmckiction [

The latest summit in Beijing reaffirms China’s commitment
to Africa, solidifying political, economic, and strategic ties.

Some American analysts see China's deepening relations with Western and
Africa as part of Xi Jinping's anti-American strategy, positioning American
the Global South as a counterweight to U.S. global influence. Perspectives
Beijing
India needs to resume high-level diplomatic engagement with Declaration
Africa, akin to the three India-Africa Forum Summits (2008-2015). China-Africa Highlights
[A decade-long gap in Africa-centered conference diplomacy has hindered India’s strategic inﬂuence.] Relqtions and .
Implications for India
[ While India enjoys historical and cultural ties with Africa, it must
allocate more resources to match China’s financial engagement. Way Key Takeaways
[ Without substantial investments, India risks falling behind in influencing Africa’s developmental Iandscape.] Forward from the Sth
: e : > for India FOCAC Summit -
[Afnca’s role in India’s foreign policy needs reassessment.] Economic
Cooperation
Political and financial commitments should reflect the continent’'s importance to India’s and Debt
strategic goals, especially in areas such as energy, food security, and technology. Relief
India should leverage multilateral platforms such as the African Union and G20 to expand cooperation
with African nations in fields like renewable energy, counterterrorism, and capacity building.

Focus on Security peace operations and maritime security.
[ China’s deepening ties with Africa through the FOCAC platform demonstrate and Development

Beijing’s long-term strategy for gaining influence on the continent.

Conclusion
[ India must adopt a more proactive and sustained engagement toJ

ensure that it remains a key player in Africa’s development.

www.insightsonindia.com
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Focuses on creating a "China-Africa
Community with a Shared Future."

Promotes synergy between China’s Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), the African Union’s Agenda 2063, and
the 2030 UN Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Emphasizes China's Global Development Initiative (GDI), Global
Security Initiative (GSI), and Global Civilization Initiative (GCI).

Calls for expanding exchanges on governance,
modernization, and poverty reduction.

Synergy between African and Chinese economic goals, including
support for the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

China calls on international financial institutions
to assist in debt relief for African countries.

China plédged $51 billion in financial sﬂpport to Africa,
focusing on loans, grants, and investment promotion.

China supports increased UN funding for African

The summit stresses joint efforts to
foster dialogue among civilizations.
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10. Adoption of CrosBorder Insolvency Laws and their Importance in International Trade

The non-binding nature of the UNCITRAL Model Law allows nations to
modify it, resulting in variations that complicate uniform implementation.

Challenges in

Introduction

Implementing

Some scholars argue that customized international treaties or the Model Law

protocols could effectively address specific insolvency cases.

[India has signed four new FTAs from 2021 to 2024 and is in negotiations with several other nations.]

[ Integrating insolvency clauses into these agreements could strengthen trade ] Opportunities in

frameworks and address the challenges of cross-border bankruptcies.

India’s Current

L Complementary provisions on insolvency in CECA/CEPA agreements could create

Trade Strategy
UNCITRAL
more integrated, ambitious frameworks covering broader regulatory aspects of trade. Model Law on
Cross-Border
Even major World Trade Organization (WTO) reports often Insolvency
omit detailed discussions on cross-border insolvency. Lack of
Multilateral Focus

[There is a need to highlight the role of cross-border insolvency in multilateral trade agreements,]

Adoption of Cross-Border
] Insolvency Laws and their

‘ Strong insolvency frameworks create legal certainty, attracting foreign investments

Importance in Intemational Trade
and protecting creditors and debtors alike in cross-border situations.

Importance of Sound
Insolvency Laws for
International Trade

Integrating sound insolvency provisions into India’s FTAs would fortify
the foundation of international trade, benefiting the nation’s economy.

India’s Current
Approach to
Cross-Border
Insolvency

Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI), and legal experts can create
actionable strategies for including insolvency in trade negotiations.

Collaboration between the Commerce Ministry, Insolvency and ]

India must move towards adopting the UNCITRAL Model Law
or develop its own robust cross-border insolvency framework. |

Future FTAs, CEPAs, and CECAs should explicitly cover
insolvency provisions, ensuring protection for cross-border trade. |

Leveraging technology platforms to augment the existing insolvency framework
for quicker and more efficient resolution of cross-border insolvency cases.

Way
Forward

Integration of
Insolvency

A sound cross-border insolvency framework will not only support India's
trade ambitions but also contribute to global economic stability.

Provisions in Trade
Agreements

The adoption of cross-border insolvency laws is a critical element in
ensuring legal certainty, economic stability, and efficient international trade.

Conclusion

www.insightsonindia.com
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Importance of Cross-Border Insolvency Laws: Essential for ensuring legal
certainty and healthy operations of entities involved in international trade.

Current Scenario: Lack of harmonized cross-border insolvency laws in
India despite global initiatives, hindering effective trade and investments.

Developed by: UN Commission on International
Trade Law (UNCITRAL) in the late 1990s.

Access: én%blin} foreign r;pregntatives to access local courts.
' Iiecogﬁiiibn: Legal ac'knowrlecigment'
of foreign insolvency proceedings.

Four Key
Pillars:

Cooperation: Promoting collaboration between
national courts and foreign representatives.
Coordination: Aligning concurrent insof\;éncy
proceedings in different countries.

Adoption Status: Only 60 countries have adopted
it; India has yet to implement the Model Law.

IBC 2016: India’s Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) does not
have a comprehensive framework for cross-border insolvencies.

through bilateral agreements or on a case-by-case basis,

India currently addresses cross-border insolvency cases
| seen as inadequate and lacking consistency.

L

Despite multiple committee recommendations, adoption of the Model
Law has been deferred, with no mention in recent government policies.

India has signed more than 54 Free Trade Agreements (FTAs),
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreements (CECAs),
and Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreements (CEPAs),
focusing on reducing trade barriers and fostering investment.

These agreements largely lack detailed provisions on ]

cross-border insolvency, despite covering broader areas
| like intellectual property rights (IPRs) and dispute resolution.

[ FTAs and CEPAs could include insolvency-related provisions to }

better handle the collapse of entities with cross-border operations.

[This can create a more robust regulatory framework for international trade.]
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General Studies 3

Topic:Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization, of resources, growth, development and employment

11. How Agriculture Can Be an Engine for Growth

Government studies show micro-irrigation
boosts yields by 48-52% and incomes by 48%.

Technologies like heat-resistant crops and the use of drones for pest control
Advancements

Technological
and crop monitoring can increase productivity and climate resilience.

Introduction

Agricultural advice provided via mobile phones increased
yields by 4% and improved input adoption by 22%.

[One solution to fragmented land holdings is group farming.)

Although earlier attempts failed, new models such )
as Kerala's Kudumbashree initiative show promise.

Research showed group farms produce 1.8 times )
the output/hectare of small individual farms.

Group farming enables the pooling of resources,
reducing costs, and improving market leverage. |

How Agriculture
Attracting youth to farming through advanced technologies and Can Be an Engine
organized group farming can help tackle the rural-urban job divide. | for Growth
[Livestock, Fisheries, and Forests offer growth potential.] Role of
Fisheries, for example, grew at 10% in 2022-23, employing Allied
28 million people, with 44% of those jobs held by women. Sectors Ecological
Solutions
61% of rural incc_>mes come from non-farm sectc_:rs like Synergizing
agro-processing, machine tools, and eco-tourism. Agriculture with the

[Strengthening these linkages can boost both job creation and incomes.] Non-Farm Sector

agriculture can emerge as an engine of growth, contributing

By overcoming ecological, technological, and institutional challenges,
significantly to job creation and economic development in India.

] Conclusion

[ With innovative approaches and focused reforms, farming ]

can become a highly productive and desirable sector.
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Historically, economists like Arthur Lewis argued that development comes
from moving labor from agriculture to manufacturing and services.

However, modern agriculture in developed countries has become high-tech
and highly productive, suggesting that Indian agriculture can follow suit.

Despite a five-year average growth rate of 4%, Indian agriculture
contributes only 18% to GDP but employs 46% of all workers.

[India’s water resources are depleting, and soil health is declining.)

Fragmented land holdings, poor credit access, and
a lack of cooperative farming models hinder growth.

— Challohaes Farming remains low-tech in much of India, with limited
|'“5t'tUt'?"a| in Agricusliture access to high-yield, climate-resilient technologies.
nnovation [

Half of India’s gross cropped area is irrigated, but overuse of
groundwater due to free electricity has led to declining water tables.

A balanced combination of groundwater regulation,
__rainwater harvesting, and micro-irrigation is crucial.

Example: Guijarat's rainwater harvesting led to 9.6%
annual agricultural growth between 1999-2009.

Shifting from monocultures to crop diversity and
agro-ecological farming can revive soils and increase yields.

[ India must focus on building irrigation infrastructure,
soil health, and credit facilities for smallholders.
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Topic:Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc.

12. Iron Ore Mining

small-scale pellet and sponge iron manufacturers

High prices of iron ore are affecting the viability of ]
that use iron ore as their primary raw material.

[High prices being charged by private mine operators.]

~

On account of minimum purchase obligations,
customers are obliged to buy low-quality iron ore,
as there is no quality-control mechanism in place. |

Competition law issues raised by various
stakeholders in the mining sector.

The base price for auctions be calculated ]
through a transparent methodology.

Linking the base price to a price index that should be |
publicly available on the website of the relevant PSU. J

outside Odisha by opening up the long-term

Iron ore should be made available to industries |
linkage agreement (LTA) route to them.

[ Boost competition law awareness across the country.]

Training programmes for small-scale industry and trade )
associations to empower them to confidently report
anti-competitive practices in their fields to the CCI. J

Foster competitive neutrality between public and ]
private players, ensuring a level playing field.

India’s sustainability goals must guide its reform policy and
ensure judicious allocation of non-renewable resources.

www.insightsonindia.com

Introduction

Concerns /
Challenges

Iron ore is a non-renewable national resource
and a vital raw material for various industries.

[Strict control over its over-exploitation is necessary.]

Recently the government announced to auction
around 500 mineral blocks by fiscal year 2025-26.

[Mining has played a crucial role in India’s development.]

Iron Ore
Mining

Iron Ore
Mining

| India is the world’s second-largest
|_iron ore producer, after Australia.

[ The production of iron ore is concentrated
in a few states, such as Odisha.

with NMDC Ltd, accounts for around

Way
Forward

Contributions
of Iron ore

sector to
India’s growth

Conclusion
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[ Odisha Mining Corporation (OMC) along ]

| 65% of the country’s iron ore production.

[ The iron & steel sector contributes
around 2% to India’s GDP.

It provides employment to a large
| number of people directly and indirectly.

[ Iron ore exports contribute significantly
to India’s foreign exchange earnings.

[ It fuels growth in downstream industries such as
| steel manufacturing, construction, and machinery.

supporting public services, infrastructure
projects, and social welfare programs.

It contributes to government revenue, ]
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13. Infrastructure Challenges in India

The Infrastructure and Projects Authority (IPA) in United Kingdom
focuses on improving the delivery of major infrastructure projects
through established processes and regular audits.

With centralized project management agencies, China ensures end-to-end |
project delivery through strict timelines and high-quality standards.

Saudi Arabia has adopted Project Management Offices (PMO)
within ministries to oversee infrastructure projects, with a clear
focus on accountability and efficient resource utilization.

These global examples show the importance of dedicated agencies for
project management, accountability, and real-time progress tracking.

Establish dedicated Project Management Institutes akin to )
the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India, to train
professionals in modern project management techniques. |

Use GIS-based ERP systems for real-time monitoring and tracking
progress, which can improve accountability and transparency.

India must learn from countries like the UK, China, and Saudi Arabia, where
dedicated infrastructure management authorities ensure timely project delivery. |

Establish stricter quality control mechanisms to prevent
issues such as the collapse of bridges and buildings. |

Introduce a single-window system for all project clearances to
reduce bureaucratic delays and speed up project initiation.

<
Implement transparent procurement processes and ensure
regular audits to reduce corruption and governance issues. |

With India aiming to become a developed nation by 2047,
ensuring future-ready infrastructure is not only a necessity but
also a cornerstone for the nation’s socio-economic progress.

www.insightsonindia.com
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[

Infrastructure is a key driver of India's economy and is seen as a catalyst

for growth in sectors such as manufacturing, services, and logistics. ]

Introduction [The government is heavily investing in infrastructure development.]

|

Issues such as cost overruns, delays, and lack of efficient project

management remain major obstacles to achieving this goal. ]

Government
Initiatives

Infrastructure
Challenges in India

Way
Forward

Conclusion

Challenges in

Infrastructure
Development
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multiple departments together on an integrated platform

PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan (NMP) aims to bring
to ensure coordinated planning and implementation.

National Logistics Policy (NLP) focuses on streamlining logistics operations
to improve India's ranking in the global logistics performance index.

L

Smart Cities Mission targets the development of urban infrastructure with a
| focus on sustainability, technology integration, and improved quality of life.

Capital Expenditure in Budget 2024 reflects the government’s strong emphasis
on creating long-term infrastructure assets that can contribute to GDP growth.

A Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
report highlights that 431 projects with investments of 2150
| crore or more are facing cost overruns of 24.82 lakh crore.

These overruns are often due to delays in project completion,
with some projects being delayed by over 60 months.

A significant gap exists in the planning stages, particularly in urban
|_infrastructure projects managed by local self-government institutions.

Projects require multiple approvals from different
agencies, which slows down implementation.

Many projects lack adequate oversight from skilled project managers,
| which affects timelines, quality, and the overall success of the projects.

The collapse of bridges and other infrastructure exposes
the weakness in quality control during construction.

Existing practices in project management are outdated, lacking
the use of modern tools like real-time data management.

Lack of accountability and transparency during project
implementation often leads to substandard quality.

Ministries and departments working in silos create
| challenges in the integrated implementation of projects.
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Topic: Major crops cropping patterns in various parts of the country
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