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General Studies-2; Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social 
Sector/Services relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Corporatisation of Scientific Research in India 
 
Introduction 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi's speech at the 107th Science Congress signalled a shift towards a 
market-oriented approach in scientific research. 

• In the Finance Minister’s Budget Speech, the operationalization of Anusandhan National Research 
Foundation (ANRF) was emphasized, highlighting the government's commitment to fostering research 
that aligns with market demands. 
 

Background 
• Dehradun Declaration (2015): The declaration to market patents for self-financing research marked the 

beginning of corporatisation in Indian scientific research. 
• Laboratories and research centers have been encouraged to generate revenue from external sources, 

moving towards a business model. 
• The trend towards market-driven research is part of a global shift, where private sector involvement is 

increasingly prominent. 
 
Supporting Arguments 

• ANRF aims to strengthen linkages between research, development, academia, and industry,  leading to 
more holistic research outcomes. 

• Increased private investment can provide much-needed resources, accelerating the development of 
marketable products and technologies. 

• Market-Oriented Research can fast-track the commercialization of scientific discoveries, fostering 
innovation and economic growth. 
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• The integration of science and technology under corporatisation can lead to rapid advancements and 
the development of practical applications. 

• ANRF's focus on prototype development helps assess the marketability of research outcomes, aligning 
scientific efforts with industrial needs. 
 

Opposing Arguments 
• The shift towards corporatisation may result in reduced funding for fundamental research, which is 

essential for long-term scientific progress. 
• The private sector may not be willing to invest in research without immediate profit potential, leading to 

a neglect of basic science. 
• It could undermine public trust in science, as the focus shifts away from pure scientific inquiry. 
• Increased corporatisation may lead to political and ideological interference, constraining academic 

freedom and stifling innovation. 
 

Government Schemes 
• Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF): Aims to enhance research funding and 

collaboration between academia and industry. 
• ANRF Act of 2023: Provides the legislative framework for ANRF, focusing on applied research with 

market potential. 
• Section 8 Company Registration: Encourages research centers to register as Section 8 companies, 

facilitating private investment in scientific research. 
 

International Best Practices 
• South Korea: Allocates 2-3% of its GDP to scientific research, highlighting the importance of substantial 

public investment in fostering scientific advancement. 
• The U.S. model of research funding, particularly in IT and pharmaceuticals, demonstrates how balanced 

public and private investment can drive both basic and applied research.  
• Countries with successful research ecosystems balance public and private funding, ensuring that both 

fundamental discoveries and practical innovations are supported. 
 

Way Forward 

• The government should enhance its funding for basic science  and non-profit research to ensure a 
strong foundation for scientific inquiry. 

• Research institutes must retain financial and administrative autonomy to safeguard against undue 
influence and preserve academic freedom. 

• Creating an environment that promotes free inquiry and academic freedom is essential for innovation 
and scientific progress. 

• A balanced approach is needed to support both market-driven research and curiosity-driven science, 
ensuring comprehensive scientific progress. 

 
Conclusion 

• By implementing a balanced approach, fostering public-private partnerships, and maintaining 
institutional autonomy, India can build a robust scientific ecosystem.  

• This will ensure that both basic research and applied innovations thrive, positioning India as a global 
leader in scientific advancement. 
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