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Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 

Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

Nalanda University was a pioneering centre of education that transcended geographical 

boundaries and fostered a global exchange of knowledge and culture. Throw light on 

the observations of foreign travellers regarding Nalanda. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
Earlier this week, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the campus of Nalanda University. The 
extant University is only a decade old. But roughly 12 km away lie the ruins of the eponymous 
Nalanda mahavihara — one of the greatest centres of knowledge in the ancient world. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about issues in Indo-Bangladesh relation and ways to overcome them. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by giving context of Nalanda University and its origins. 
Body: 
First, write in detail the significance of Nalanda – one of the world’s first residential universities and a 
significant centre for learning. It offered a wide range of subjects, had an extensive library, and used 
innovative teaching methods, attracting students from across Asia. Write about notable scholars 
associated with it 
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Next, write about the observations of foreign travellers regarding it – Foreign travellers like 
Xuanzang and Yijing visited Nalanda and provided detailed accounts of its grandeur, academic rigor, 
and diverse student body etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising its legacy. 
Introduction 

Nalanda, the ruins of one of the world’s most prestigious seats of learning, is located 95 kilometres 

from Patna, the capital of Bihar, and 110 km from Bodh Gaya, the site of the Buddha’s 

enlightenment. Declared a Word Heritage Site in 2016, Nalanda is seen as the world’s most ancient 

university, flourishing much before Europe’s oldest university, Bologna, came into being in the 11th-

12th century. 

Contemporary sources, however, describe the site as a mahavihara, a great monastery. Nalanda, 

therefore, functioned as a premier monastic-cum-scholastic establishment in ancient and early 

medieval India. Today, one can see there the remains of temples, monastic dwellings, votive 

structures and art works in stucco, bronze and stone dating from the 5th century C.E. to the 12th 

century C.E. 

Recently, the campus of Nalanda University was formally inaugurated by the Prime Minister of India. 

Body 

Significance of Nalanda 

 Nalanda attracted students from across Eastern and Central Asia. 

 Subjects included medicine, logic, mathematics, and, most importantly, Buddhist principles. 

 The Gupta monarchs, though Hindus, supported Buddhism and intellectual fervor. 

 Nalanda blended intellectual Buddhism with diverse knowledge fields. 

 Nalanda taught Ayurveda, which later spread across India. 

 Its design influenced other Buddhist institutions, and its stucco artistry left a mark in 

Thailand, Tibet, and the Malayan peninsula. 

Notable Scholars Associated with Nalanda: 

 Nagarjuna: 

o Renowned Buddhist philosopher who propounded the Madhyamaka school of 

thought. 

 Aryadeva: 

o Influential Buddhist philosopher known for his work on emptiness. 

 Dharmakirti: 

o Logician and epistemologist who contributed significantly to Buddhist thought. 

 Xuanzang: 

o Chinese pilgrim who visited Nalanda and left detailed accounts of its grandeur. 
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Observations of Foreign Travelers: 

 Xuanzang: 

o Detailed descriptions of Nalanda’s academic rigor, library, and diverse student body. 

o His accounts shaped perceptions of India among the Chinese clergy. 

 Yijing: 

o Another Chinese pilgrim who visited Nalanda and contributed to cross-cultural 

interactions. 

o His travel records shed light on long-distance travel, commercial exchanges, and 

pilgrim-merchant relationships. 

Legacy of Nalanda: 

 Mathematics and Astronomy: 

o Nalanda’s achievements in these fields left a lasting impact. 

 Transmission of Knowledge: 

o Its library housed nine million books, influencing Asian culture and thought. 

o Texts carried by pilgrims like Xuanzang spread Buddhist doctrines to China. 

 Cultural Reach: 

o Nalanda’s teachings, stucco art, and architectural design influenced art and practices 

across Asia. 

Decline of Nalanda 

 The two major theories that explain the decline of Nalanda both talk about a possible 

destruction of the mahavihara and of a somewhat sudden or cataclysmic decline. 

 The most common theory for the decline of Nalanda says the site was ransacked and 

destroyed by BakhtiyarKhalji. 

 The second theory broadly locates the decline in the context of the animosity between 

Brahmins and Buddhists. It finds expression in the writings of historians such as D.N. Jha, 

B.N.S. Yadava, R.K. Mookerji and SukumarDutt. 

Conclusion 

Nalanda University transcended geographical boundaries, fostered global exchange of knowledge, 

and remains an enduring symbol of intellectual excellence. 

The Rajasthani painting sub-schools, despite their close proximity, exhibited significant 

diversity in style, technique, and themes due to local cultural influences and patronage. 

Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough                
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
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Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the main style and themes of Rajasthani School and its sub styles. 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you have to debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You have to give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Write in brief about aesthetics of Rajput paintings and their origins. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the main style and themes that are depicted in the paintings. Elements 
depicted, colors used, notable genre and any other important features. 
Next, write about the major centers where it flourished – Mewar School, Bundi school and 
Kishangarh school. Write about their important features. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by highlighting their special place in the artistic history of India. 
Introduction 

The term ‘Rajasthani Schools of Painting’ pertains to the schools of painting that prevailed in the 

princely kingdoms and thikanas of what roughly constitutes Rajasthan and parts of Madhya Pradesh 

in the present time, such as Mewar, Bundi, Kota, Jaipur, Bikaner, Kishangarh, Jodhpur (Marwar), 

Malwa, Sirohi and other such principalities largely between the sixteenth and early nineteenth 

centuries. Like the Mughal Emperors, the Rajput rulers were also lovers of art and gave their 

patronage to miniature paintings. 

Scholar Annand Coomaraswamy in 1916 coined the term ‘Rajput Paintings’ to refer to these as most 

rulers and patrons of these kingdoms were Rajputs. 

Body 

Main features of Rajasthani School of paintings 

 Each Rajputana kingdom had its own distinct style with a few common features. 

 Unlike Mughal painting which is primarily secular, the art of painting in Central India, 

Rajasthani and the Pahari region etc. is deeply rooted in the Indian traditions, taking 

inspiration from Indian epics, religious texts like the Puranas, love poems in Sanskrit and 

other Indian languages, Indian folk-lore and works on musical themes. 

 The cults of Vaishnavism, Saivism and Shakti exercised tremendous influence on the 

pictorial art of these places. 

 Among these the cult of Krishna was the most popular one which inspired the patrons and 

artists. 

 The notion of ‘love’ was cherished as a religious theme, where a delightful synthesis of 

sensuousness and mysticism was perceived 

 The themes from the Ramayana., the Mahabharata, the Bhagavata, the Siva Purana, the 

Naishadacarita, the Usha Aniruddha, the GitaGovinda of Jayadeva, the Rasamanjari of 

Bhanudatta, the Amaru Sataka, the Rasikapriya of Kesavadasa, the Bihari Satasayee and 

the Ragamala etc., provided a very rich field to the painter who with his artistic skill and 

devotion made a significant contribution to the development of Indian painting. 
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 Apart from depicting stories from the Ramayana and the royal lifestyle of kings and queens, 

Rajasthani miniature paintings often portrayed the legacy of present and past rulers. 

 They also portrayed social values and the changes introduced by kings for the betterment of 

society. The background of the paintings formed a special feature of the Rajasthani school. 

 Colours used were often bold and contrasting in nature. 

 Natural colours, extracted from plants, minerals, shells, gold, silver and precious stones, 

were used. 

 The preparation of colours itself would often take weeks and only fine brushes were used. 

 The difficult art of miniature painting still exists in Rajasthan where the painters often use 

paper, ivory and silk as their canvas. 

 However, natural colours are no longer used as they have been replaced by artificial colours. 

Various schools 

The Malwa School 

 It flourished between 1600 and 1700 CE and is most representative of the Hindu Rajput 

courts. 

 Its two-

dimensional   simplistic   language   appears   as   a   consummation   of   stylistic   progressio

n   from   the   Jain   manuscripts to the Chaurpanchashika manuscript paintings. 

 Unlike the specificity of Rajasthani schools that emerged and flourished in precise territorial 

kingdoms and courts of their respective kings, Malwa School defies a precise centre for its 

origin and instead suggests a vast territory of Central India, where it got articulated with a 

sporadic mention of few places, such as Mandu, Nusratgarh and Narsyang Sahar. 

 Among the few early dated sets are an illustrated poetic text of Amaru Shatakadated 1652 

CE and a Ragamala painting by Madho Das in 1680 CE. 

Mewar school of painting 

 Mewar is conjectured to be a significant early centre of painting in Rajasthan, from where, 

hypothetically, one would have been able to formalise a continuous stylistic tradition of 

painting—from pre-seventeenth century bold, indigenous styles to the subsequent refined 

and finer style post Karan Singh’s contact with the Mughals. 

 However, long wars with the Mughals have wiped out earliest examples. 

 Therefore, the emergence of the Mewar School is widely associated with an early dated set 

of Ragamala paintings painted at Chawed in 1605 by an artist named Narain. 

 Sahibdin painted the Ragamala (1628), Rasikapriya, Bhagvata Purana (1648) and the Yuddha 

Kanda of Ramayana (1652). 

Bundi School of Painting 

 A prolific and distinct school of painting flourished in Bundi in the seventeenth century, 

which is remarkable for its unblemished colour sense and excellent formal design. 
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 Bundi Ragamala dated 1591, assigned to the earliest and formative phase of Bundi painting, 

has been painted at Chinar in the reign of Bhai Singh (1585–1607), the Hada Rajput ruler. 

 A distinct   feature   of   Bundi   and   Kota School is a keen interest in the depiction of lush 

vegetation; picturesque landscape with varied flora, wildlife and birds; hills and thick jungles; 

and water bodies. 

 Bundi artists had their own standards of feminine beauty—women are petite with round 

faces, receding foreheads, sharp noses, full cheeks, sharply pencilled eyebrows and a 

‘pinched’ waist. 

Kota School of Painting: 

 The accomplished tradition of painting at Bundi gave rise to one of the most outstanding 

Rajasthani Schools, Kota, which excels in the depiction of hunting scenes and reflects an 

exceptional excitement and obsession for animal chase. 

 Kota paintings    are    characteristically    spontaneous, calligraphic in execution and 

emphasise on marked shading, especially, the double–lid eye. 

 Artists of the Kota School excelled in rendering animals and combat. 

Bikaner School of Painting 

 Rao Bika Rathore established one of the most prominent kingdoms of Rajasthan, Bikaner, in 

1488. 

 During his regime, Anup Singh (1669–1698) instituted a library in Bikaner that became a 

repository of manuscripts and paintings. 

 As a result of long association with the Mughals, Bikaner developed a distinctive language of 

painting that was influenced by the Mughal elegance and subdued colour palette. 

 The custom of having portraits of artists is unique to the Bikaner School and most of them 

are inscribed with information regarding their ancestry. They are referred to as Ustas or 

Ustad. 

 Accounts from the Bahis, royal archival day-to-day diaries, and numerous inscriptions on 

Bikaner paintings make it one of the best documented schools of painting. 

Kishangarh School of Painting 

 Widely held among the most stylised of all Rajasthani miniatures, Kishangarh paintings are 

distinguished by their exquisite sophistication and distinct facial type exemplified by arched 

eyebrows, lotus petal shaped eyes slightly tinged with pink, having drooping eyelids, a sharp 

slender nose and thin lips. 

 A distinctive style of the state with a general tendency to elongate the human form, making 

lavish use of green and penchant for depicting panoramic landscapes had evolved by the 

early eighteenth century 

 With the Pushtimargiya cult of Vallabhacharya, Krishna Lila themes became personal 

favourites for the rulers of Kishangarh and represented a major portion of their court art. 

 Savant Singh’s most celebrated and outstanding artist was Nihal Chand. 
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 Nihal Chand worked for Sawant Singh between 1735 and 1757, and composed paintings on 

Sawant Singh’s poetry that portrayed the theme of divine lovers—Radha and Krishna, in 

courtly surroundings, often appearing tiny in the vastness and minutiae of their panoramic 

landscape settings. 

 Kishangarh artists revelled in the depiction of vistas in accentuated colours. 

Jodhpur School of Painting 

 With the political presence of Mughals since the sixteenth century, influence of their visual 

aesthetics made its way in the style of portraiture and depiction of court scenes, etc. 

 However, the formidable indigenous folkish style was so widespread and deeply embedded 

in culture that it resisted getting overpowered and prevailed in most illustrated sets of 

paintings. 

 One of the earliest sets painted in Pali is a Ragamala set by artist Virji in 1623. 

 The last phase innovative of Jodhpur painting coincided with the reign of Man Singh (1803–

1843). 

 Significant sets painted during his time are the Ramayana (1804), Dhola-Maru, Panchatantra 

(1804) and Shiva Purana. 

 Ramayana paintings are interesting as the artist has employed his understanding of Jodhpur 

to depict Rama’s Ayodhya. 

 Hence, one gets an inkling into the bazaars, lanes, gateways, etc., of Jodhpur during that 

period. 

 This is true for all schools, wherein, local architecture, costumes and cultural aspects get 

interwoven with the stories of Krishna, Rama and others, and get depicted in paintings 

Jaipur School of Painting 

 The Jaipur School of painting originated in its former capital Amer, which was nearest of all 

large Rajput states to Mughal capitals—Agra and Delhi. 

 Jaipur School of paintings thrived under Sawai Jai Singh’s reign and emerged as a well-

defined independent school. 

 Court records reveal that some Mughal painters were brought from Delhi to become a part 

of his atelier. 

 Artists during his reign painted sets based on Rasikapriya, Gita Govinda, Baramasa and 

Ragamala, where the hero’s figure is in striking resemblance with the king. 

 Portrait painting was also popular during his time. 

 During Pratap Singh’s time, apart from royal portraits and representations of courtly pomp 

and splendour, literary and religious themes, such as Gita Govinda, Ragamala, Bhagvata 

Purana, etc., got renewed stimulus. 

 As elsewhere, many copies were also produced by means of tracing and pouncing. 

 By the early nineteenth century, there was a lavish use of gold. 
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 Jaipur preferred large size formats and produced life-size portraits. 

Conclusion 

The Rajasthani style of painting including that of Malwa, is marked by bold drawing, strong and 

contrasting colours. The treatment of figures is flat without any attempt to show perspective in a 

naturalistic manner. Sometimes the surface of the painting is divided into several compartments of 

different colours in order to separate one scene from another. Mughal influence is seen in the 

refining of drawing and some element of naturalism introduced in figures and trees. Each school of 

painting has its distinct facial type, costume, landscape and colour scheme. 

The Nagara style of northern Indian temple architecture features towering shikharas, 

intricate carvings, and a linear axial plan. Explain with examples. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question:   
To write about features of Nagara style. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by giving the origins of nagara style. 
Body: 
First, draw a simple representative diagram of Nagara style with its various key features. Describe 
the essential features of Nagara style. Cite examples of Nagara style temples to substantiate. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising 
Introduction 

Nagara style is one of the styles of temple architecture. It is the temple construction style of North 

India. Nagara style is associated with the land between the Himalayas and Vindhyas. The Nagara 

style has its origin in the structural temples of the Guptas period The major example of the temple of 

Nagara Style is Sun Temple at Modhera, Kandariya Mahadeva Temple at Khajuraho, Jagannath 

Temple at Puri, etc. 

Body 
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Various features of Nagara style of architecture 

 The cruciform ground plan and curvilinear mountain-peak like tower are the two most 

fundamental features of Nagara style. 

 The temples of Nagara style generally have a square plan with a number of graduated 

projections in the middle of each face which give the structure a cruciform shape in the 

exterior. 

 In Nagara style, the Shikhara remains the most prominent element of the temple and 

the gateway is usually modest or even absent. 

 In this style, temples have elaborated boundary, less emphasised. 

 The entire temple is built on high stone platform called Jagati 

 Generally, they do not have large enclosures and entrances. 

 The temple has only one peak or shikhara above the Garbagriha. 

 There was a Kalasha placed on the Shikara of a temple. 

 Sikhara(the tower) slowly bending inwards and capped by a spheroid plate with ribs around 

the edge (Amalaka) give the height. 
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 Temples of Nagara styles are categorized on the basis of the shape of the Shikhara. They are 

– Rekha Prasad, Phamsana, and Valabhi. 

Classification of Nagara style of temple architecture based on the style of Shikhara 

 Rekha-Prasad or Latina: These temples are characterized by a simple Shikara with a square 

base and inward curving walls that have a pointed top. Early medieval temples such as the 

Sun Temple at Markhera in Madhya Pradesh (MP). The Sri Jagannath Temple of Odishahas 

been constructed in the Rekha-Prasad Shikara style. 

 Shekari: is a variation of the Latina where the Shikara comprises of a main Rekha-Prasad 

Shikara and one or more rows of smaller steeples on both sides of the central spire. 

Additionally, the base and corners also feature mini Shikaras.The Khajuraho Kandariya 

Mahadev Temple is one of the most prominent temples built in this style. 

 Bhumija: Another type of Nagara temple that evolved from the Latina style was the Bhumija 

architecturedeveloped in Malwa under the Paramara dynasty. These temples have a flat 

upward tapering projection comprising of a central Latina spire and miniature spires on the 

quadrant formed by the tapering tower. These mini Shikaras carved out both horizontally as 

well as vertically. The Udayeshwar Temple in MP is built in this style. 

 Valabhi: style temples are rectangular in shape comprising of barrel-vaulted roofs. The 

vaulted chamber roof has earned them the moniker wagon vaulted buildings/structures. Teli 

Ka Mandir, a 9th Century temple at Gwaliorhas been built in this style. 

 Phamsana: are shorter but broader structures comprising of roofs with numerous slabs 

that rise upwards in a gentle slope on a straight inclinelike a pyramid meeting at a single 

point over the mid-point of the building. The Jagmohan of Konark Temple is constructed in 

the Phamsana mode. 

Sub-schools of Nagara style of temple architecture 

 Odisha School– The most prominent distinguishing feature is the Shikara (Deul) which rises 

vertically before curving inwards at the top. The main type is square while the upper reaches 

are circular. These temples have intricately carved exteriors and usually bare interiors. 

Unlike Nagara temples of the north, most Odisha temples have boundary walls. 

 Chandel School– Unlike Odishan style, these temples are conceived as a single unit and have 

Shikaras that curved from bottom to top. There are a number of miniatures Shikaras rising 

from the central tower and towers that gradually rise up to the main tower cap both the 

porticos and halls. 

 Solanki School– They are similar to the Chandel School except that they have carved ceilings 

that appear like a true dome. The distinguishing feature of these temples is the minute and 

intricate decorative motifs. Except for the central shrine, one can find carvings on both the 

inner and outer sides of the walls. 

Conclusion 

Nagara style is seen from the Himalaya to the north of Bijapur district in the South, from the Punjab 

in the west to Bengal to the east. Therefore, there are local variations and ramifications in the formal 

development of the style in the different regions. However, the cruciform plan and the curvilinear 

tower are common. 
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Both Buddhism and Jainism share numerous similarities, yet their fundamental 

philosophical differences distinguish each as a distinct religion. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To compare and contrast the tenets of Buddhism and Jainism. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Highlight a fact such as – Numerous religious sects arouse in the middle of Gangetic plains in the 
second half of the sixth century B.C. Of these sects, Buddhism and Jainism were the most important 
and they emerged as the most potent religious reform movement. 
Body: 
First, write about the similarities in the two religious philosophies such as – both were inspired by 
Upanishads, ideas of misery, caste, rituals etc. 
Next, write about the differences such as in the aspects of – Moksha and means of its attainment, 
ahimsa, concept of soul etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

Mahavira and Buddha were contemporaries and there was much in common between Buddhism 

and Jainism. Because of striking resemblances between the two, certain scholars have opined that 

Jainism owes its origin to Buddhism or Jainism is only a branch of Buddhism. 

Body: 

Similarities: 

 Both possessed the background of the Aryan culture and were inspired by the ascetic ideals 

and the philosophy of the Upanishads, particularly that of Sankhya-Yoga. 

 Both were the products of intellectual, spiritual and social forces of their age and therefore, 

both stood up as revolts against the prevalent Brahmanical religion. 

 Both emerged in eastern India which by that time had successfully retained some features of 

the pre-Aryan culture. 

 Both were started by the members of the Kshatriya caste and both appealed to the socially 

down-trodden, the Vaishvas who were not granted social status corresponding to their 

growing economic power, and the Sudras who were definitely oppressed. 

 Both, Mahavira and Buddha, the founders of Jainism and Buddhism respectively were 

Kshatriya princes and were able to get support for their cause from the contemporary ruling 

class, different Kshatriya rulers and economically prosperous Vaishvas. 

 Though both did not attack the caste system, they were opposed to it and therefore, drew 

large converts from the lower strata of the society. 
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 Both opposed the ritualism and the sacrifices of Brahmanism and also challenged the 

supremacy of the Brahmanas. 

 Both believed that Nirvana or salvation of an individual meant his or her deliverance from 

the eternal chain of birth and death. 

 Both denied the authenticity of the Vedas as an infallible authority. 

 Both laid great stress upon a pure and moral life rather than practice of ritualism or even 

devotion to and worship of God as a means to attain salvation. 

Distinctions: 

 Jainism is a much more ancient religion as compared to Buddhism. According to Jaina 

traditions it had twenty-four Tirthankaras and Mahavira was the last of them. 

 The Jaina concept of soul is different from that of Buddhism. Jainism believes that 

everything in nature, even stone and water, has a soul of its own. Buddhism does not believe 

so. 

 The concept of Ahimsa (non-violence) is different in Buddhism as compared to Jainism. 

While Jainism emphasized it very much, Buddhism remained liberal in its interpretation in 

foreign countries, and even permitted eating of animal flesh where it was a necessity or 

traditional diet of the people. 

 Buddhism emphasized elimination of caste distinctions more as compared to Jainism. 

 Jainism advised practice of strict asceticism to attain salvation while Buddhism advised its 

Upasakas to follow the middle path or Tathagata marg. 

 According to Jainism, women and men householders cannot attain salvation while, 

according to Buddhism, it is possible for both. 

 In Digambara sect of Jainism, it is necessary for the monks to go naked while Buddhism 

denounced it. 

 Buddhism emphasized the organisation of Sanghas more as compared to Jainism. 

 According to Jainism, salvation is possible only after death while according to Buddhism it is 

possible during one’s own life if one is able to detach oneself completely from the worldly 

existence. Thus, while Jainism describes Nirvana as freedom from body. Buddhism describes 

it as destruction of the self or detachment from worldly existence. 

 Buddhism proved more adaptable to circumstances as compared to Jainism. That is why 

while Buddhism spread all over Asia and accommodated the traditions of the local populace, 

Jainism remained confined to India alone. 

Conclusion: 

Thus, there is no doubt that Jainism and Buddhism were and still are two distinct and independent 

religious sects. Monier Williams is right in his conclusion when he writes, “Buddhism and Jainism 

were not related to each other as parent and child rather as children of common parents, born at 

different intervals though at about the same period of time and marked by distinct characteristics, 

though possessing strong family resemblances.” 
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The architecture under the Sultans of Delhi exemplifies a unique cultural synthesis 

where Islamic architectural principles blended harmoniously with indigenous Indian 

styles. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the nature of architecture under Sultans of Delhi, its evolution and influence of earlier 
Indian architecture on them. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by mentioning the with arrival of Turks, new form of architecture got introduced in India. 
Body: 
First, mention the major religious and secular structures constructed under the various dynasties of 
the Sultanate with a special reference to Tughlaq dynasty. 
Next, write about significant and new changes in construction technologies introduced by the 
Sultans. Give examples of few monuments. 
Next, mention the influences of earlier Indian architecture which was adopted by Sultans of Delhi. 
Cite examples by substantiating. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

The Muslim invasions into India had ultimately resulted in the establishment of Delhi Sultanate 

which existed from A.D. 1206 to 1526. Five different dynasties – the Slave, Khalji, Tughlaq, Sayyids 

and Lodis – ruled under the Delhi Sultanate. New architectural forms and styles were introduced in 

India during the medieval period. The synthesis of Indian and Islamic architectural features led to 

emergence of Indo-Saracenic or Indo-Islamic architecture. 

Body 

The Indo-Islamic architecture under the sultans of Delhi includes both religious and secular 

structures 

 Both secular and religious buildings are influenced by Indo-Islamic architecture which exhibit 

Indian, Islamic, Persian, Central Asian, Arabic and Ottoman Turkish influences. 

Religious buildings 

 Earliest example of building activity by a Sultan of Delhi was the Quwat-ul-Islam mosques 

built by Qutub-ud-din Aibak. 

 Another architectural specimen of this period was the mosques-Arhai Din ka Jhonpra, built 

at Ajmer. 

 Other notable imperial monuments constructed by Iltutmish were Hauz-i-Shamshi, Shamsi-

idgah, the Jami Masjid at Badaun and the Atarkin ka Darwaza at Nagpur. 
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 Alauddin Khilji built Jamait Khan Mosque at the shrine of Nizam -ud-din Auliya and the Alai 

Darwaza at the Qutub Minar. 

 The Tombs of Mubarak Shah and Muhammad Shah of the Sayyid Dynasty and the Tomb of 

Sikandar Lodhi of the Lodhi Dynasty were noteworthy architectural specimens of the Sayyid 

and Lodhi rule. 

Secular Buildings 

 The most magnificent piece of architecture of this era was the Qutub Minar. Qutub-ud-din 

Aibak started the construction of the Qutub Minar at Delhi but could not complete it during 

his life time. It was completed by Iltutmish. 

 Alauddin Khilji founded the city of Siri and built a palace of thousand pillar within it, 

 Alauddin Khilji also constructed a magnificent tank known  as the Hauz-i-Khas near the city 

of Siri. 

 The city of Tughlaqabaad constructed by GhiyasuddinTughlaq was a notable construction of 

the Tughlaq rule. 

 Mohammad bin Tughlaq constructed the new city of Jahanpanah near the City of old Delhi, 

the fort of Adilabaad and some other buildings in Daulatabaad. 

 The city of Firozabaad, Firoz shah Kotla fort- palace were important imperial constructions of 

the time of Firoz Shah Tughlaq 

The new structural changes introduced by the Sultanate rulers 

 The Turks introduced arche and dome method, slab and beam method, lofty towers or 

minarets and decorations using the Arabic script. They used the skill of the Indian stone 

cutters. 

 The use of lime-mortarin the construction of buildings and houses altered the building 

techniques 

 They also added colour to their buildings by using marbles, red and yellow sand stones. 

 Synthesis of indigenous motifsuch as ball motif, lotus etc. 

 In the beginning, they converted temples and other structures demolished into mosques. 

For example, the Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque near Qutub Minar in Delhi was built by using the 

materials obtained from destroying many Hindu and Jain temples. 

 Later, they began to construct new structures. The most magnificent building of the 

13th century was the Qutub Minar which was founded by Aibek and completed by Iltutmish. 

 With the arrival of artisans from West Asia the arch and dome began to show up with 

precision and perfection. Gradually local artisans also acquired the skill. The tomb of Balban 

was adorned with the first true archand the Alai Darwaza built by Alaud-din Khalji as a 

gateway to the Quwwatul-Islam Mosque is adorned with the first true dome. 

 Tughlaqs went for introduction of innovative features in architecture also, such as 

o “batter” or sloping walls 
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o use of stone rubble as the principle building material 

o a new type of arch called the four centred arch 

o the emergence of the pointed dome 

o the introduction of an octagonal plan of tomb building. 

Conclusion 

Later on, with the Mughals, the art of pietra dura, jali work became more prominent. They also built 

lofty forts, palaces and cities. The Mughals were also fond of laying gardens with running water, 

which is an extension of gardens introduced by Delhi Sultanate. Delhi Sultanate paved way for large 

scale construction of buildings in Indo-Islamic architecture. 

Meerabai significantly impacted the Bhakti movement through her devotional bhajans, 

challenging traditional gender roles and inspiring countless followers with her 

unwavering spiritual devotion. Discuss (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express .Insights on India 
Why the question: 
Meerabai, also known as Meera or Mira Bai, was a 16th-century Hindu mystic poet and a devoted 
follower of Krishna. Her life and contributions have had a significant impact on the Bhakti movement 
and Indian culture. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the contributions of the Meerabai towards bhakti movement. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by giving context. 
Body: 
First, write about she defied societal norms and familial expectations to pursue a spiritual path, 
expressing her unwavering love for Krishna through deeply emotional and lyrically beautiful bhajans. 
Next, write about her life and works that challenged traditional gender roles, making her a symbol of 
pure devotion and spiritual liberation. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing about the significance of the above. 
Introduction 

Bhakti was accepted as a means to attain moksha along with jnana and karma. The Bhakti 

Movement originated in the seventh-century in Tamil, South India (now parts of Tamil Nadu and 

Kerala), and spread northwards. It swept over east and north India from the 15th century onwards, 

reached its peak between the 15th and 17th century CE. The Bhakti Saints moved against the 

austerities propagated by the Buddhist and Jain schools and professed that ultimate devotion to god 

was the means to salvation. 

Meera Bai, a Rajput princess from Rajasthan, Meera Bai’s unwavering devotion to Lord Krishna 

transcended societal boundaries. Her soul-stirring bhajans and poems continue to resonate across 

generations. 
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Body 

Contributions of Meerabai to Bhakti movement 

 Mirabai embraced the Bhakti movement wholeheartedly. 

 She identified herself as Krishna’s spouse, transcending societal divisions. 

 Gender, caste, and class boundaries held no sway over her devotion. 

 She cared for the poor and marginalized, embodying compassion and equality. 

 Mirabai composed soul-stirring bhajans (devotional songs) expressing her love for Krishna. 

 These bhajans were deeply emotional, lyrical, and resonated with spiritual longing. 

 Through her verses, she transcended societal boundaries and connected directly with the 

divine. 

 Challenging Traditional Gender Roles: At a young age, Mirabai was married to a prince from 

Mewar. Her in-laws disapproved of her devotion to Krishna, considering it excessive. 

Following advice from poet Tulsidas, she left her husband and family to pursue her spiritual 

calling. 

 Unconventional Widowhood: Instead of following the norm of sati (self-immolation), 

Mirabai refused to burn herself on her husband’s funeral pyre. She rejected seclusion and 

chose to worship Krishna openly. Her devotion defied the traditional role of a widowed 

Rajputi princess. 

Mirabai’s Legacy and Spiritual Liberation: 

 Symbol of Devotion: Her unwavering love for Krishna made her an icon of pure devotion. 

 Spiritual Revolution: Mirabai’s songs ignited a spiritual revolution across India. 

o Her emotional verses resonated with seekers, inspiring them to connect with the 

divine. 

 Resistance and Survival: Despite attempts on her life by her late husband’s family, she 

miraculously survived. 

o Poisonous snakes, poisoned drinks, and drowning failed to deter her. 

 Metaphysical Realm: Mirabai broke free from traditional spiritual norms. 

o She elevated her devotion beyond societal constraints, reaching the metaphysical 

realm. 

 Legacy: Her legacy continues to inspire people worldwide to find their divine nature and 

celebrate life’s joys. 

Significance: 

 Spiritual Freedom: Mirabai’s life exemplifies liberation from societal expectations. 

 Courage and Resilience: Her resilience in the face of adversity inspires courage. 
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 Unity in Devotion: She emphasized devotion over divisions, uniting people through love for 

Krishna. 

 Eternal Love: Mirabai’s bhajans echo through time, reminding us of eternal love and 

devotion. 

Conclusion 

Mirabai’s unwavering commitment to Krishna and her defiance of norms make her a beacon of 

spiritual liberation—a timeless reminder that devotion transcends earthly boundaries. 

Puppetry in India is a vibrant and intricate expression of cultural narratives and regional 

identities, showcasing the country’s diverse heritage. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write puppetry as a traditional art and its regional identities. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start with what Indian puppetry is and its diversity across Indian states. 
Body: 
Write in detail about how puppetry draws from painting, sculpture, music, dance, drama and other 
visual arts. Cite examples to substantiate your points. 
Next, write about the diverse forms of regional Indian puppetry and its various types. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing about importance of puppetry as visual art. 
Introduction 

A puppet is one of the most remarkable and ingenious inventions of the man. Puppetry is a type of 

narrative theatre; at the crossroads between bardic storytelling and theatre plays. Shows include live 

music, narration and gestures taken from dance. Puppetry throughout the ages has held an 

important place in traditional entertainment. Like traditional theatre, themes for puppet theatre are 

mostly based on epics and legends. Puppets from different parts of the country have their own 

identity. Regional styles of painting and sculpture are reflected in them. 

Body: 

Puppetry in India 

 The earliest reference to the art of puppetry is found in Tamil classic 

‘Silappadikaaram’written around the 1st or 2nd century B.C. 

 In Sanskrit terminology Puttalikaand Puttika means ‘little sons’. 

 Ancient Hindu philosophers have paid the greatest tribute to puppeteers. They have likened 

God Almighty to a puppeteer and the entire universe to a puppet stage. 
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 Srimad Bhagavata,the great epic depicting the story of Lord Krishna in his childhood say that 

with three strings-Satta, Raja and Tama, the God manipulates each object in the universe as 

a marionette. 

 Natyashastra, the masterly treatise on dramaturgy written sometime during 2nd century BC 

to 2nd century AD., does not refer to the art of puppetry but the producer-cum-director of 

the human theatre has been termed as ‘Sutradhar’meaning the holder of strings. 

 Stories adapted from puranic literature, local myths and legends usually form the content of 

traditional puppet theatre in India which, in turn, imbibes elements of all creative 

expressions like painting, sculpture, music, dance, drama, etc. 

 For instance, theKathputli of Rajasthanis accompanied by a highly dramatised version of the 

regional music. In Kundhei of Odisha, the music is drawn from the popular tunes of the 

region and is sometimes influenced by the music of Odisha dance. 

 Almost all types of puppets are found in India. Puppetry throughout the ages has held an 

important place in traditional entertainment. Like traditional theatre, themes for puppet 

theatre are mostly based on epics and legends. 

 : In Tholu Bommalatta of AP, the music is dominantly influenced by the classical music of 

the region and the theme of the puppet plays are drawn from the Ramayana, Mahabharata 

and Puranas. Episodes enacted in Gombeyatta of Karnatakaare usually based on Prasangas 

of the Yakshagana plays. The music that accompanies is dramatic and beautifully blends folk 

and classical elements. 

 Puppets from different parts of the country have their own identity. 

 In Thogalu Gombeyatta of Karnataka, the puppets however differ in size according to their 

social status, for instance, large size for kings and religious characters and smaller size for 

common people or servants. 

 Regional styles of painting and sculpture are reflected in them. 

 : the traditional glove puppet play is called Pavakoothu. It came into existence during the 

18th century due to the influence of Kathakali, the famous classical dance-drama of Kerala, 

on puppet performances. The face of the puppets are decorated with paints, small and thin 

pieces of gilded tin, the feathers of the peacock, etc. The theme for Glove puppet plays in 

Kerala is based on the episodes from either the Ramayana or the Mahabharata. 

However, the art of puppetry is dying due to the following reasons: 

 Lack of patronage in the modern age. 

 Competition from Electronic media which is a preferred mode of entertainment. People find 

it more appealing to watch mythological stories of Ramayan and Mahabharat on electronic 

media rather than in Puppetry. 

 Puppetry Art is usually confined to only devotional and mythological stories. 

 With changing times, Puppetry does not take up modern social issues. 

 Puppetry lacks modernization in terms of script, lighting, sound and other stage effects. 

Conclusion: 
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Besides traditional puppetry, India is home to a lively contemporary scene. Independent India 

opened up to artistic exchange, and new forms and techniques affected puppetry, introducing new 

styles and giving origin to a refined urban puppet theatre. The birth of modern troupes and the 

opening to the international scene created new contexts for traditional puppetry to 

flourish. Several festivals organized in the last decades offer the stage to traditional troupes. So far 

modernity threatened the very survival of traditional puppetry, but a more conscious use of 

contemporary means and opportunities is actually the key to preserve this rich heritage of India. 

Protecting the intangible heritage of India is imperative to preserve the nation’s diverse 

cultural fabric and historical legacy. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the need for protecting intangible heritage of India. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about the intangible cultural heritage. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the need for protecting intangible heritage of India – cultural heritage, 
source of livelihood, dying arts. Celebrating diversity etc. 
Next, write about the steps that have been take to protect intangible heritage of India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by stating the importance of intangible heritage of India. 
Introduction 

‘Intangible Cultural Heritage’ indicates ‘the practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, 

skills – as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated therewith – that 

communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognize as part of their Cultural Heritage’ 

(UNESCO, 2003). Examples of intangible heritage are oral traditions, performing arts, local 

knowledge, and traditional skills. 

Body 

UNESCO’s List of Intangible Cultural Heritage is a coveted list is made up of those intangible 

heritage elements that help demonstrate diversity of cultural heritage and raise awareness about 

its importance. The list was established in 2008 when the Convention for Safeguarding of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage came into effect. 

Importance of protection of intangible heritage of India 

 It helps to recognize the diversity of Indian culture embedded in its intangible heritage. 

 It reflects India’s multicultural identity as a people and nation, and resonates strongly with 

Indians across all races and social strata. 

 It intends to enhance the “visibility of communities’ cultural practices and know-how”, 

aiming to “safeguard the intangible cultural heritage of communities nationally & globally”. 

 Its importance is not in the cultural manifestation itself, but in the wealth of knowledge, 

know-how and skills that are transmitted from one generation to the next. 
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 There is a need to raise awareness about the various intangible cultural heritage elements 

from different states of India at national and international level and ensure their protection. 

 The Union ministry of Culturehas also launched the draft National List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage (ICH) of India. 

  

 The National ICH List is an attempt to recognize the diversity of Indian culture embedded in 

its intangible heritage. This initiative is also a part of the Vision 2024 of the Ministry of 

Culture. 

Measures aimed at protecting and preserving ICH 

 The National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) of India is an attempt to recognize 

the diversity of Indian culture embedded in its intangible heritage. 

 It aims to raise awareness about the various intangible cultural heritage elements from 

different states of India at national and international level and ensure their protection. 

 The National ICH List is an attempt to recognize the diversity of Indian culture embedded in 

its intangible heritage. This initiative is also a part of the Vision 2024 of the Ministry of 

Culture. 

 The Ministry of Culture has formulated a Scheme titled “Scheme for Safeguarding the 

Intangible Heritage and Diverse Cultural Traditions of India”, with the objective of 

reinvigorating and revitalizing various institutions, groups, individuals, identified non-MOC 

institutions, non-government organisations, researchers and scholars so that they may 

engage in activities/ projects for strengthening, protecting, preserving and promoting the 

rich intangible cultural heritage of India. 

 The Scheme will cover all recognized domains of ICH such as oral traditions and expressions, 

including language as a vehicle of the intangible cultural heritage, Performing arts, Social 

practices, rituals and festive events, Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the 

universe, traditional craftsmanship etc. 

 The Union ministry of Culturehas also launched the draft National List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage (ICH) of India. 

 India has successfully inscribed 14 Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) elements in the UNESCO 

Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity under the 2003 Convention. 

 Following UNESCO’s 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage, this list has been classified into five broad domains in which Intangible Cultural 

Heritage is manifested: 

o Oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of the Intangible 

Cultural Heritage 

o Performing Arts 

o Social practices, Rituals, and Festive events 

o Knowledge and practices concerning Nature and the Universe 
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o Traditional Craftsmanship 

Conclusion 

India has a vast basket of living and diverse cultural traditions, traditional expressions, intangible 

cultural heritage comprising masterpieces which need institutional support and encouragement with 

a view to addressing areas critical for the survival and propagation of these forms of cultural 

heritage. Though, such preservation efforts are being carried out in a scattered form, a need is being 

felt to have an institutionalized and centralized Scheme for concerted efforts in the direction of 

professionally enhancing awareness and interest in Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH), safeguarding, 

promoting and propagating it systematically. 

Value addition 

UNESCO list of Intangible Cultural Heritage from India 

S.No. ICH Element Year of Inscription 

  Tradition of Vedic chanting 2008 

  Ramlila, the traditional performance of the Ramayana 2008 

  Kutiyattam, Sanskrit theatre 2008 

  
Ramman, religious festival and ritual theatre of the 

Garhwal Himalayas, India 
2009 

  Mudiyettu, ritual theatre and dance drama of Kerala 2010 

  Kalbelia folk songs and dances of Rajasthan 2010 

  Chhau dance 2010 

  

Buddhist chanting of Ladakh: recitation of sacred 

Buddhist texts in the trans-Himalayan Ladakh region, 

Jammu and Kashmir, India 

2012 

  
Sankirtana, ritual singing, drumming and dancing of 

Manipur 
2013 

  
Traditional brass and copper craft of utensil making 

among the Thatheras of Jandiala Guru, Punjab, India 
2014 

  Yoga 2016 
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Nawrouz, Novruz, Nowrouz, Nowrouz, Nawrouz, 

Nauryz, Nooruz, Nowruz, Navruz, Nevruz, Nowruz, 

Navruz 

2016 

  Kumbh Mela 2017 

 Durga Puja in Kolkata 2021 

 

Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the 

present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

The victory of the English over their European rivals in India during the 17th and 18th 

centuries can be attributed to a combination of strategic, economic, military, and 

political factors. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India. 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To analyse the reasons for the victory of English over the European rivals in India. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them as a whole in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context, as to how the third Carnatic paved way for the emergence of British Indian 
empire. 
Body: 
Draw a small map of pre-independent India showing the major centres of European powers in India. 
In the first part, elaborate upon as to how among the European powers in India, French were the 
strongest as well as historical adversary of the English and tussle between them was witnessed over 
the three Carnatic wars. 
Next, analyse the reasons as how the British were able to get better of their European Counter parts. 
Keep in mind as not make your just about Anglo-French Rivalry. This question is about English against 
all the European powers such as Portuguese, Danes, Dutch and the French. 
Conclusion: 
Sum up the answer, with the elimination of their European adversaries, the British now turned their 
attention to Indian Kings. 
 Introduction 

The Anglo-French struggle lasted in India for nearly 20 years and this ultimately gave way to the 

establishment of British power in India. In the Carnatic region and Bengal, the Anglo-French rivalry 

was much evident. In Bengal, their hostility had been contained by the effective intervention of 

Alivardi Khan. But in the south, the French position was reinforced due to the arrival of a fleet from 

Mauritius and this resulted in an attack by French on the English position in Madras. 
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Body 

In Europe, when Austria wanted to recover Silesia in 1756, the Seven Years War (1756-63) started. 

Britain and France were once again on opposite sides. 

Course of War in India: 

 In 1758, the French army under French General,Count Thomas Arthur de Lally captured the 

English forts of St. David and Vizianagaram in 1758. 

 Now, the English became offensive and inflicted heavy losses on the French fleet 

under Admiral D’Ache at Masulipatnam. 

Battle of Wandiwash: 

 The decisive battle of the Third Carnatic War was won by the English on January 22, 1760 at 

Wandiwash (or Vandavasi) in Tamil Nadu. 

 General Eyre Coote of the English totally routed the French army under Count de Lally and 

took Marquis de Bussy as prisoner. 

 Pondicherry was gallantly defended by Lally for eight months before he surrendered on 

January 16, 1761. 

 With the loss of Pondicherry, Gingee and Mahe, the French power in India was reduced to its 

lowest. 

 Lally, after being taken as prisoner of war at London, returned to France where he was 

imprisoned and executed in 1766. 

Result and Significance: 

 The Third Carnatic War proved decisive. 

 The third war ended with the Treaty of Peace of Paris (1763)under which Pondicherry and 

Chandannagar were returned to France but they could only have trading activities in them. 

 Although the treaty restored to the French their factories in India, the French political 

influence disappeared after the war. 

 Thereafter, the French, like their Portuguese and Dutch counterparts in India, confined 

themselves to their small enclaves and to commerce. 

 The English became thesupreme European power in the Indian subcontinent. 

Causes for the English Success and the French Failure 

 Lesser Governmental Control over British:The English Company was a private enterprise. 

o This created a sense of enthusiasm and self-confidence among the people. 

o With less governmental control over it, this company could take instant decisions 

when needed without waiting for the approval of the government. 

o The French company, on the other hand, was a State concern. 

o It was controlled and regulated by the French government and was hemmed in by 

government policies and delays in decision-making. 
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 Superior British Navy and Bigger Cities under Control:The English navy was superior to the 

French navy; it helped to cut off the vital sea link between the French possessions in India 

and France. 

o The English held three important places, namely, Calcutta, Bombay and Madras 

whereas the French had only Pondicherry. 

 British were Strong with Funds:The French subordinated their commercial interest to 

territorial ambition, which made the French company short of funds. 

o In spite of their imperialistic motives, the British never neglected their commercial 

interests. 

o The British always had the funds and the consequent sound financial condition to 

help them significantly in the wars against their rivals. 

 Superior British Commanders:A major factor in the success of the English in India was the 

superiority of the commanders in the British camp. 

o In comparison to the long list of leaders on the English side – Sir Eyre Coote, Major 

Stringer Lawrence, Robert Clive and many others, there was only Dupleix on the 

French side. 

Conclusion 

The victory at Wandiwash left the English East India Company with no European rival in India. Thus, 

they were ready to take over the rule of the entire Country. Significantly, in the Battle of 

Wandiwash, natives served in both the armies as sepoys. It makes one think that irrespective of 

which side won, there was an inevitability about the fall of India to European invaders. 

The Vaikom Satyagraha was a pioneering effort in the fight for civil rights and social 

justice in India. Discuss. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the significance of Vaikom Satyagraha. 
Directive word: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
Write about the Vaikom Satyagraha – peaceful civil rights movement led by Mahatma Gandhi, aimed 
to challenge the practice of untouchability, committed to nonviolence and were able to overcome the 
opposition through their peaceful protests and demonstrations. 
Next, write about the significance of the above and its legacy. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising.  
Introduction 
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Vaikom Satyagraha was the first organised agitation in Kerala against orthodoxy which took place 

in 1924. It was a first organised movement against untouchability in India. The Satyagraha aimed 

at securing freedom of movement for all sections of society through the public roads leading to the 

Sri Mahadevar Temple at Vaikom. Agitation was borne out of the extreme injustice done to Dalits. 

Body 

About Vaikom Satyagraha 

 It occupies a major position in the renaissance movement in Kerala. 

 It was triggered in the Kakinada Congress meeting in 1923, TK Madhavan presented a report 

on the discrimination in Kerala and the plights of backward Hindus. 

 The meeting decided to promote movements against untouchability. 

Significance of Vaikom Satyagraha 

 It paved the way for the Temple Entry Proclamation of the Travancore 

government, symbolised a movement for justice and equality across the country during 

the freedom struggle. 

 Gandhi and Congress involvement:- 

o The issue at Vaikom needed handling at a higher and wider level. Instead of being 

just a fight for gaining access to road, Panikkar suggested making it a symbolic 

battle against atrocities in the name of caste, giving it a national and cosmopolitan 

look to gain the attention of the entire world. 

o The Congress along with Gandhi  agreed to include the eradication of untouchability 

in their constructive programs and resolved to lend full support to the Vaikom 

Movement. 

 Widespread support:- 

o All newspapers in India flashed headlines about the Satyagraha. Money flowed from 

different states to Vaikom. 

o The Akalis of Punjab came to Vaikom to open a free kitchen for the Satyagrahis. 

o Non-Hindus came forward to offer Satyagraha. But Gandhiji did not accept any of 

these. 

 This was the first time that an organised movement was being conducted on such a large 

scale for the civil rights of the untouchables and other backward castes in Kerala. 

 The Vaikom Satyagraha was not an agitation for political freedom, it was a movement to 

purify the Hindu society of its blemishes, and this was what Narayana Guru also attempted 

through his actions and messages. 

Impact of Vaikom Satyagraha 

 Gandhi’s non-violent weapon of Satyagraha had been evolved from agitations such as 

Vaikom. 
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o Vaikom Satyagraha was a testing ground for the Gandhian principles 

of Satyagraha. It was tested and proved as the most effective means for the first 

time. 

 It became a key event in the civil rights movements during the freedom struggle. 

 It was cosmopolitan in characterand people from various religious communities, castes and 

provinces took part in it. 

 It heralded the mass participation of women in public action. The struggle helped to define 

the later social identity of Kerala. 

 In 1925, all except the eastern gate of the temple was opened to all Hindus. 

 In 1928, another royal proclamation gave backward castes the right to walk on public roads 

leading to all temples in Travancore. 

 This movement was a watershed in the history of emancipation of the depressed classes 

especially in Kerala. 

 It instilled rationality among the masses. 

 Another achievement of Vaikom agitation is certainly communal harmony. Progressive 

minded Savarnas and Avarnas came together with Christians, Muslims and even Sikhs. It is to 

be remembered that many Savarnas played the role of active leaders, till the withdrawal of 

the Satyagraha, and this has demonstrated the basic unity of the people. 

 The streets in the temple area were opened to Harijans or Untouchables. In 1936, they were 

allowed to enter the temple. The Satyagraha paved the way for subsequent Temple Entry 

Act. 

Conclusion 

This was the primary time that an organized movement was being conducted on such a huge scale 

for the essential rights of the untouchables and other backward castes in Kerala. Vaikom Satyagraha 

became a primary struggle for human rights in India and became a laboratory for testing important 

methods like Satyagrahas. Vaikom is a symbol of social justice and symbolizes the eradication of 

caste barriers. 

 

Tribal revolts in India, driven by a multitude of factors, despite their failure, significantly 

raised awareness, inspired future resistance, and contributed to policy changes. 

Examine (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
Marking the 124th death anniversary of revolutionary tribal leader Birsa Munda, Jharkhand Chief 
Minister Champai Soren paid his tributes. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how various forms of oppression resulted in various tribal revolts, reasons for its 
failures and its significance. 
Directive word:  
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Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Start by mentioning that eighteenth and the nineteenth centuries witnessed many tribal uprisings 
against the oppression of ruling class. 
Body: 
Mention about the various issues faced by tribals such as imposition of a high land revenue demand 
by the state, corrupt practices, the colonial policies further aggravating their hardships such as 
destruction of Indian handloom and handicraft industries eviction of peasants from their lands, 
encroachment on tribal lands etc, money lenders, eviction etc. Cite a few instances of peasant and 
tribal revolts such as Bhil, Mappila, Santhal etc to substantiate your points. 
Next, write about the reasons for the failure of these revolts. 
Next, Write about its significance of these tribal revolts. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that in the long run up to the National freedom struggle, the Peasants and 
tribals struggle evolved and became part of main stream national movement eventually. 
Introduction 

The Tribal population, being conservative, was interested in retaining the existing salient features of 

their society. Tribal movements were inspired by revolutionary tendencies. They wanted to make 

use of the situation to fight and eliminate evils and ill-tendencies that existed in the contemporary 

tribal society. Before British influence, tribals had depended on the forest for food, fuel and 

fodder. They practiced shifting cultivation (jhum, podu, etc.), taking recourse to fresh forest lands 

when their existing lands showed signs of exhaustion. The colonial government changed all this. 

Marking the 124th death anniversary of revolutionary tribal leader Birsa Munda, Jharkhand Chief 

Minister Champai Soren paid his tributes. 

Body 

Tribal revolts and rebellions : Causes 

 Imposition of Land revenue Settlement. For instance, Famine, enhanced land revenue 

demands and economic distress goaded the Chuar aboriginal tribesmen of the Jungle Mahal 

of Midnapore district and also of the Bankura district (in Bengal) to take up arms. 

 British policies and acts like the establishment of the Forest  department  in  1864, 

Government  Forest  Act (1865) and Indian  Forest  Act (1878) which restricted the activities 

of tribals in forest areas led to their ire against the British. : Koya revolt against British for 

denial of tribal’s rights over forest areas. 

 Extension of settled agriculture. E.g.: : The British expansion on their territory led to 

an uprising by the martial Pahariyas of the Raj Mahal Hills in 1778. 

 New excise regulations which imposed a ban on tribals to make their own liquor, an 

important trait of their culture. 

 Large scale transfer of forest land. : large-scale transfers of land from Kol headmen to 

outsiders like Hindu, Sikh and Muslim farmers and money-lenders who were oppressive 

and demanded heavy taxes. 
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 Restrictions on shifting cultivation in forest. For e.g.: Khasi and Garo rebellions against 

occupation of hilly land and ban on shifting cultivation. 

 Introduction of the notion of private property. 

 Exploitation by low   country   traders   and money lenders. E.g.: Santhal rebellion against 

moneylenders and traders. The Ulgulan uprising against money lenders 

 Work of Christian Missionaries and against the interference of other religions such as 

Hinduism, Islam and Christianity. g: Tana Bhagat Movement 

Significance in raising moral quotient of national movement 

 The uprisings helped create an united notion against the oppressive nature of British rule. 

 It laid bare the colonial rule of East India company. 

 It played an important role in bringing the tribal people together and imparting to them the 

consciousness of belonging to one country. 

 The Tribal rebellions in India took place for social, cultural and political reasons, particularly 

against the acquisition of their land and exerted their rights over forest resources. 

Conclusion 

It is evident that the colonial rule even, during the days of the east India Company witnessed 

numerous uprising and disturbances. These varied grievances reached their climax in the revolt of 

1857, which in spite of targeting certain groups of Indians remains the prominent uprising against 

the British before the beginning of the Indian Freedom movement. 

Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

The Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971 stemmed from deep-seated cultural, political, 

and economic disparities between East and West Pakistan. Why did India get involved 

the war? Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the causes for Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971 and to explain reasons for India’s 
involvement. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context of the conflict between east and west Pakistan. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the reasons for the outbreak of the war. Ethnic clashes, Economic 
disparities, Political asymmetry, Language issue and the immediate cause etc. 
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Next, write about the reasons for India’s involved in the war – opportunity of the century, countering 
Pakistan, Bengali movement for autonomy and shared heritage, refugee crisis, security threats etc. 
Next, write about the reasons for India’s victory over Pakistan. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

On December 16, 1971, at precisely 1655 hours IST, Lt Gen AAK Niazi, Commander of the Pakistan 

Eastern Command, signed the Instrument of Surrender in the presence of Lt Gen JS Aurora, GOC-in-C 

of the Indian Eastern Command, in Dacca (now Dhaka). 

Bangladesh War of Independence was a revolution and armed conflict sparked by the rise of the 

Bengali nationalist and self-determination movement in East Pakistan. Bangladesh’s independence 

has been considered India’s most successful neighbourhood intervention. 

Body 

The causes that led to the Bangladesh Liberation War of 1971 

 Economic Prowess of East Pakistan: 

o Most of the foreign exchange was earned by exports from East Pakistan which was 

poorly defended when the big war of 1965 with India was fought. 

 Disparity of Governance: 

o Punjab and the Punjabi-dominated army ruled Pakistan soon after the birth of 

Pakistan. 

o The services were also dominated by Punjabis through quotas but East Pakistan 

dominated in literacy and high education. 

o Top seats in the civil services exams always went to East Pakistan. 

 Military Rule: 

o General Ayub Khan took over Pakistan in 1958, the East Pakistan’s needs and 

demands were completely suppressed. 

o Until 1962, martial law continued and Ayub purged a number of politicians and civil 

servants from the government and replaced them with army officers. 

 Distance factor: 

o Pakistan couldn’t tackle the strange phenomenon of being divided by a thousand 

miles of India. 

 Six-Point Program discarded: 

o The six point program of Mujib-Ur-Rahman in 1966 for economic and political 

autonomy of East Pakistan was discarded. 

 Imposition of Urdu: 

o Urdu was made the “National Language” of Pakistan. The requests from East 

Pakistan and option of Arabic were turned down. 
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 Genocides and Refugee Problems: 

o There was a systematic ethnic slaughter which qualified as genocide. There was 

clear ethnic or religious targeting of the Hindu minority among the Bengalis. 

o By July-August 1971, 90% of the refugees were Hindus concentrated in the border 

districts of West Bengal with large Muslim populations. 

o The Response of West Pakistan to 1970 cyclone which ravaged East Pakistan was 

minimal and lacked compassion. 

 Immediate Cause: 

o The Awami League, led by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, won a landslide victory in the 

national elections in 1971 and demanded autonomy for East Pakistan. 

o This victory also gave it the right to form a government, but Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, the 

Chairman of the Pakistan People’s Party refused to let the Sheikh become the Prime 

Minister of Pakistan. This initiated the war. 

India was compelled to intervene in the Bangladesh War of 1971 due to various strategic, domestic, 

economic and humanitarian factors. 

 Strategic: 

o Having a hostile West Pakistan and East Pakistan on both sides of its borders was a 

strategic concern for India. 

o This was compounded by the strain in Sino-Indian relations which culminated in the 

war of 1962. 

o Unprovoked military aggression by Pakistan on the North-West India in 1972 needed 

to be responded in a stringent manner. 

o Therefore, the intervention in 1971 was necessary to safeguard the long term 

strategic interests. 

 Domestic: 

o The constant influx of migrants from East Pakistan was creating various problems in 

the Border States. 

o The resources were limited and there was constant struggle between locals and 

refugees over the use of these resources. 

o Besides there were various other ethnic and social problems due to this inflow of 

migrants. 

 Economic: 

o The country was spending huge resources to absorb these refugees. 

o Being a closed economy, India was not in a position to continue spending resources 

for long and hence a long term solution to the problem was needed. 

o Beside, having a hostile East Pakistan was hindering the development of north-

eastern part of the country due to limited connectivity. 
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 Humanitarian: 

o Lastly the atrocities committed on the people of East Pakistan forced India to 

intervene in the conflict on humanitarian ground to prevent a large scale crisis. 

  

Factors that led to India’s victory over Pakistan 

 Timing of war 

o India chose to fight against Pakistan in the winter months when the Himalayan 

passes were snowbound thus cutting China’s military support to Pakistan. 

 Decisive Leadership 

o Indira Gandhi had been a hawkish leader known for her firm decisions. 

o Her stand didn’t collapse even under US pressure by 7th Fleet Naval mobilization 

threat. 

 Astute Diplomacy 

o The then Prime minister Indira Gandhi sought international opinion to the cause of 

Bangladesh and made aware of India’s unbearable burden of refugees. 

o She build a consensus to force a UN resolution condemning the Pakistani atrocities 

in Bangladesh. 

 Military assistance 

o India not only gave sanctuary to the Bangladeshi government-in-exile but also 

trained and equipped the Mukti Bahini. 

o Large-scale usage of Indian Air Force compared to 1962 War against China. 

o Success of operations conducted by navy on western fronts by attacking Karachi and 

blockading of eastern front by naval ships. 

 Mutual cooperation 

o Mutual cooperation between Indian armies and Bangladeshi local population in the 

East Pakistan making it difficult for Pakistani armies to survive there. 

 Friendship treaty 

o To secure itself against a possible U.S.-China intervention in case events led to war, 

India signed on August 9 a 20-year Indo-Soviet Treaty of Peace, Friendship and 

Cooperation. 

Conclusion 

India played the great role in emergence of independent Bangladesh and was the first country to 

recognise Bangladesh as separate state. India’s humanitarian intervention in Bangladesh has shaped 

South Asia, made it a responsible power in the region. India’s links with Bangladesh are civilisational, 

cultural, social and economic. The shared colonial legacy, history and socio-cultural bonds demand 

that the political leadership of the two countries inject momentum into India-Bangladesh relations. 
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The Emergency of remains a stark reminder of the fragility of democracy and the 

importance of protecting civil liberties, judicial independence, and press freedom. 

Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The imposition of Emergency is one such dark episode that continues to guide present and future 
generations, given its implications for democracy and the right of citizens to live with dignity. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To bring out the emergency of 1975 and lessons learnt from it. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin the answer by giving context of historical background and situation of emergency imposed in 
1975. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body, elaborate upon the impact of emergency – biggest blot on Indian 
democracy, dangers of concentrated power and the suppression of civil liberties, press freedom, and 
judicial independence. 
In the next part of the body, write about the measures and safeguards taken in its aftermath. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize the crucial lessons learnt from it. 
Introduction 

In June 1975, then-Prime Minister Indira Gandhi invoked Article 352 to impose National 

Emergency, curtailing democratic rights. This move followed a Supreme Court stay on a verdict 

nullifying her election and barring her from parliamentary proceedings. 

The imposition of Emergency is one such dark episode that continues to guide present and 

future generations, given its implications for democracy and the right of citizens to live with dignity. 

Body 

Impact of the Emergency: 

 Suppression of Civil Liberties: 

o During the 21-month Emergency, civil liberties were suspended. Fundamental rights like 

freedom of speech, assembly, and movement were curtailed. 

o Media faced strict censorship, stifling dissent and critical voices. 

o Opposition leaders, including Jayaprakash Narayan, were arrested, leading to a 

concentration of power in the hands of the ruling government. 

 Threat to Judicial Independence: 

o The Emergency saw an assault on judicial independence. The judiciary faced pressure to 

conform to the government’s agenda. 
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o The infamous “Habeas Corpus” case (ADM Jabalpur v. Shivkant Shukla) upheld the 

government’s right to detain individuals without trial, undermining the judiciary’s role as 

a check on executive power. 

 Press Freedom Under Siege: 

o The media bore the brunt of censorship. Newspapers were forced to toe the 

government line or face shutdown. 

o Journalists faced intimidation and self-censorship, compromising their role as watchdogs 

of democracy. 

Measures Taken After the Emergency: 

 Restoration of Democracy: 

o The Emergency ended in 1977 after general elections were called. The Janata Party, a 

coalition of opposition parties, came to power. 

o Political prisoners were released, and civil liberties were gradually restored. 

 Strengthening Safeguards: 

o The 44th Amendment to the Constitution (1978) aimed to prevent misuse of emergency 

powers. 

o It restricted the duration of a proclaimed emergency to six months unless ratified by 

Parliament. 

o The amendment also restored the right to move courts for enforcement of fundamental 

rights even during emergencies. 

 Lessons Learned: 

o Eternal Vigilance: Citizens and institutions must remain vigilant to protect democracy. 

The Emergency highlighted the need for robust checks and balances. 

o Press Freedom: A free press is essential for democracy. Safeguarding media 

independence ensures transparency and accountability. 

o Judicial Independence: Upholding the judiciary’s autonomy is crucial to prevent 

executive overreach. 

Conclusion 

The Emergency serves as a stark reminder that democracy is fragile and requires constant nurturing. 

It underscores the importance of civil liberties, judicial independence, and press freedom in 

safeguarding our democratic fabric. The need of the hour is to learn from history and uphold these 

values for a resilient democracy. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 38 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

The Freedom Struggle – its various stages and important contributors 

/contributions from different parts of the country. 

The Swadeshi movement essentially birthed the Modern Indian freedom struggle. Do 

you agree? Justify. (10M) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General Studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the Swadeshi movement and justify whether it birthed the modern Indian freedom 
struggle. 
Directive word: Justify – Provide reasons and evidence to support the statement. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Give the context for the launch of the Swadeshi movement. 
Body: 
Describe the features of the Swadeshi movement such as its economic, political, and cultural 
dimensions, its methods like boycotts and self-reliance, its impact on different sections of society, 
and key leaders involved. 
Provide arguments supporting the view that it birthed the modern Indian freedom 
struggle, including how it inspired future movements, created a sense of national identity, and led to 
the development of Indigenous industries. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize the significance of the Swadeshi movement in the broader context of the Indian freedom 
struggle. 
Introduction 

The Swadeshi movement launched in the early 20th Century was a direct fallout of the decision of 

the British India government to partition Bengal. Use of Swadeshi goods and boycott of foreign 

made goods were the two main objectives of this movement. 

The Swadeshi and boycott movements were India’s first 20th century movements that encouraged 

mass participation in modern nationalist politics by a large section of society. 

Body 

Important features of Swadeshi Movement 

 A Boycott Resolution was passed in Calcutta City Hall on August 7, 1905, where it was 

decided to boycott the use of Manchester cloth and salt from Liverpool. 

 In the district of Barisal, the masses adopted this message of boycott of foreign-made goods, 

and the value of the British cloth sold there fell sharply. 

 Bande Mataram became the boycott and Swadeshi movement theme song. 

 Among the movement’s various forms of struggle, it was the boycott of foreign-made goods 

that encountered the greatest visible success on the practical and popular level. 

 Boycott and public burning of foreign clothes, picketing of shops selling foreign goods, all 

became common in remote corners of Bengal as well as in many major cities and towns 

across the country. 
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 Another form of mass mobilization widely used by the Swadeshi movement was the corps of 

volunteers (samitis). 

 Ashwini Kumar Dutt, a school teacher, set up the Swadesh Bandhab Samiti in Barisal was the 

best – known volunteer organization of all of them. 

 The Shivaji and Ganapati festivals in Western India (Maharashtra) were organized by 

Lokmanya Tilak to spread the swadeshi message and boycott movements among the 

masses. 

 The Swadeshi and boycott movements placed great emphasis on ‘ Atmasakti ‘ or self – 

reliance as a means of reasserting national dignity in different fields. 

 In the field of national education, this emphasis on self – reliance was most evident. 

 The National College of Bengal was founded as its principal with Aurobindo. Numerous 

national schools have been established throughout the country in a short period of time. 

 The National Education Council was established in August 1906. 

 In Indians entrepreneurial zeal, self – reliance was also evident. The period saw an explosion 

of textile mills, factories of soap and match, tanneries, banks, insurance companies, shops, 

etc. 

 While most of these Swadeshi companies were set up and run as a result of patriotic fervor 

than any real business interest and were unable to survive for a long time, some others like 

Acharya P.C. Ray 

 In the field of culture, Amar Sonar Bangla, written by Rabindranath Tagore in protest against 

Bengal’s partition, became a rallying point for the Swadeshi and boycott movements and 

later inspired Bangladesh’s liberation struggle. 

How Swadeshi movement essentially birthed the Modern Indian freedom struggle 

 Swadeshi laid the groundwork for subsequent movements. 

 Non-cooperation, civil disobedience, and Quit India movements followed. 

 For the first time, women came out of their homes and joined processions and picketing of 

foreign-made goods shops. 

 The Swadeshi and boycott movements also changed the character of the Indian National 

Congress (INC) from being driven largely by moderates to the main agenda now being set by 

the ‘ Extremists ‘ who gave the Congress’s 1906 Calcutta session’s call for ‘ Swaraj ‘ or self – 

government. 

 The ideas of non – cooperation and passive resistance, successfully applied many years later 

by Mahatma Gandhi, found their origin in early 20th century Swadeshi and boycott 

movements. 

 Swadeshi fostered a sense of Indian identity. 

 People transcended regional and religious divisions. 

 Khadi and village industries flourished. 
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 Economic self-reliance became a goal. 

Gandhian techniques used during Swadeshi movement: 

 The methods adopted were petitions to the Government, public meetings, adopted were 

petitions to the Government, public meetings, memoranda, and propaganda through 

pamphlets and newspapers such as Hitabadi, Sanjibani and Bengalee. 

 Their objective was to exert sufficient pressure on the Government through an educated 

public opinion in India and England to prevent the unjust partition of Bengal from being 

implemented. 

 The movement threw up the entire gamut of Gandhian techniques such as passive 

resistance, non-violent non-cooperation, the call to fill the British jails, social reform, 

constructive work, boycott of foreign-made salt or sugar, refusal by priests to ritualize 

marriages involving exchange of foreign goods, refusal by washermen to wash foreign 

clothes 

 Crops of volunteers of ‘Samitis’: 

o Samitis such as the Swadesh Bandhab Samiti of Ashwini Kumar Dutta (in Barisal) 

emerged as a very popular and powerful method of mass mobilization. 

 Programme of swadeshi or national education: 

o National school and colleges sprang up in various parts of the country. 

Conclusion 

The Swadeshi movement was a pivotal phase in India’s struggle for independence. It ignited national 

pride, cultural revival, and economic empowerment. Its legacy resonates in India’s journey toward 

freedom. 

Value addition 

Reasons behind the decadence of the Swadeshi movement: 

 Government suppression: 

o Realizing the revolutionary potential, the government came down with a heavy 

hand. Most of the important leaders of the movement were either imprisoned or 

deported between 1907 and 1908. 

o Any mass movement cannot be sustained endlessly at the same pitch of militancy 

and self-sacrifice, especially when faced with severe repression. 

 Congress split: 

o The internal squabbles, and especially, the split in 1907 in the Congress, the apex all-

India organization, weakened the movement. 

 Organization structure: 

o It lacked the effective organization and party structure. 

o The movement failed to create an effective organization or a party structure. 
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o It threw up an entire gamut of techniques that came to be associated with Gandhian 

politics like non-cooperation, passive resistance, filling of British jails, social reform 

and constructive work but failed to give these techniques a disciplined focus. 

 Reach limited: 

o The movement largely remained confined to the upper and middle classes and 

zamindars, and failed to reach masses especially the peasantry. 

o It was not able to garner the support of the mass of Muslims and especially of the 

Muslim peasantry. Hindus and Muslims were divided along class lines with the 

former being the landlords and the latter constituting the peasantry. 

o Though the Swadeshi Movement had spread outside Bengal, the rest of the country 

was not as yet fully prepared to adopt the new style and stage of politics. 

 Ideas failed: 

o The movement aroused the people but did not know how to tap the newly released 

energy or how to find new forms to give expression to popular resentment. 

 Leadership issues: 

o The movement was rendered leaderless with most the leaders either arrested or 

deported by 1908 and with Aurobindo Ghosh and Bipin Chandra Pal retiring from 

active politics. 

o Tilak was sentenced to six years imprisonment, Ajit Singh and Lajpat Rai of Punjab 

were deported and Chidambaram Pillai was arrested. 

C. Rajagopalachari played a pivotal role in the Indian independence movement through 

his leadership in Congress, followed by significant contributions in post-independent 

India. Discuss.  (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India , constitutionofindia.net 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the contributions of C. Rajagopalachari. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give a brief about C. Rajagopalachari. 
Body: 
Write about the contributions of C. Rajagopalachari to pre and post independent India – Last 
governor-general of India, freedom fighter, writer, politician, statesman, liberal economics, 
conservative on social issues, Non-cooperation movement, Swatantra Party, opposed Nehru’s 
socialism, pacifist during World War II, forward-thinking views on free markets, nuclear 
disarmament, and communal harmony etc. 
Conclusion: 
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Summarise and conclude. 
Introduction 

Chakravarti Rajagopalachari, commonly known as C. Rajagopalachari or Rajaji, was a prominent 

Indian political leader, freedom fighter, and statesman who made significant contributions to both 

the Indian independence movement and post-independence India. 

Body 

Contributions to the Indian Independence Movement: 

 Role in the Non-Cooperation Movement: Rajagopalachari actively participated in the non-

cooperation movement led by Mahatma Gandhi in the 1920s. He resigned from his 

government position as a protest against the Jallianwala Bagh massacre and joined the non-

cooperation movement. 

 Participation in Salt Satyagraha: Rajagopalachari played a crucial role in the Salt Satyagraha 

(1930) by leading the Vedaranyam Salt March in Tamil Nadu. He marched to the coastal 

town of Vedaranyam and symbolically violated the salt laws imposed by the British, inspiring 

others to do the same. 

 Advocacy for Economic Self-Reliance: Rajagopalachari emphasized economic self-reliance 

and the promotion of village industries as a means to achieve social and economic 

empowerment. His ideas aligned with Gandhian principles of rural development and self-

sufficiency. 

 First Indian Governor-General: After India attained independence in 1947, Rajagopalachari 

served as the first Indian Governor-General from 1948 to 1950. He was appointed by the last 

British Viceroy, Lord Mountbatten, and continued to hold the position even after India 

became a republic. 

Contributions to Post-Independence India: 

 Contribution to Constitution Drafting: Rajagopalachari made significant contributions to the 

drafting of the Indian Constitution. He chaired the committee responsible for drafting the 

constitutional and administrative provisions for the princely states. His efforts helped in 

integrating these states into the Indian Union. 

 Governor of West Bengal: Rajagopalachari served as the Governor of West Bengal from 

1947 to 1948. His tenure was marked by efforts to restore peace and manage the aftermath 

of communal riots during the partition of Bengal. 

 Chief Minister of Madras State: Rajagopalachari served as the Chief Minister of Madras 

State (now Tamil Nadu) after independence. His tenure, known for its administrative 

reforms and economic policies, focused on education, rural development, and 

industrialization. 

 Founder of Swatantra Party: In 1959, Rajagopalachari founded the Swatantra Party, a 

political party that advocated free-market principles and economic liberalism. The party 

aimed to counter the socialist policies of the dominant political parties in India. 

 Literary and Philosophical Contributions: Rajagopalachari was a prolific writer and thinker. 

He wrote extensively on various subjects, including politics, economics, ethics, and 
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spirituality. His works, including retellings of Indian epics like the Mahabharata and 

Ramayana, are widely acclaimed. 

 Advocacy for Prohibition: Rajagopalachari was a strong advocate for prohibition and 

actively campaigned against alcohol consumption. As Chief Minister of Madras State, he 

implemented measures to restrict the sale and consumption of alcohol. 

Conclusion 

Rajagopalachari’s contributions spanned various domains, from his active involvement in the 

independence movement to his roles in post-independence governance, constitutional drafting, and 

advocacy for economic and social causes. His legacy continues to be remembered as that of a multi-

faceted leader and visionary. 

Veer Savarkar’s contributions to India’s independence struggle played a crucial role in 

shaping the nationalist movement and the ideological landscape of modern India. 

Discuss (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 3. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the contributions of Veer Savarkar. 
Directive word: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving a brief introduction about Veer Savarkar. 
Body: 
Write about the contributions of Veer Savarkar – several movements against British colonial rule, 
played a key role in the formation of the All-India Students’ Federation and the Hindu Mahasabha, 
He was also a prolific writer and poet. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing about the legacy of Veer Savarkar. 
Introduction 

Veer Savarkar was born on 28 May, 1883 in the village Bhagpur, Nashik. His full name is Vinayak 

Damodar Savarkar. He was a freedom fighter, politician, lawyer, social reformer, and formulator of 

the philosophy of Hindutva. 

Body 

Contributions of Veer Savarkar to Indian Freedom struggle 

 In Pune, Savarkar founded the “Abhinav Bharat Society”.He was also involved in 

the Swadeshi movement and later joined Tilak’s Swaraj Party. 

 His instigating patriotic speeches and activities incensed the British Government. As a result, 

the British Government withdrew his B.A. degree. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/06/12/veer-savarkars-contributions-to-indias-independence-struggle-played-a-crucial-role-in-shaping-the-nationalist-movement-and-the-ideological-landscape-of-modern-india-discuss/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/06/12/veer-savarkars-contributions-to-indias-independence-struggle-played-a-crucial-role-in-shaping-the-nationalist-movement-and-the-ideological-landscape-of-modern-india-discuss/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2024/06/12/veer-savarkars-contributions-to-indias-independence-struggle-played-a-crucial-role-in-shaping-the-nationalist-movement-and-the-ideological-landscape-of-modern-india-discuss/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/12/01/veer-savarkar-6/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 44 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 In June 1906, Veer Savarkar, left for London to become Barrister. However, once in London, 

he united and inflamed the Indian students in England against British rule in India. He 

founded the Free India Society. 

 The Society celebrated important dates on the Indian calendar including festivals, freedom 

movement landmarks, and was dedicated to furthering discussion about Indian freedom. 

 He believed and advocated the use of arms to free India from the British and created a 

network of Indians in England, equipped with weapons. 

 In 1908, brought out an authentic informative researched work on The Great Indian Revolt, 

which the British termed as “Sepoy Mutiny” of 1857. The book was called “The Indian War 

of Independence 1857”. 

 The British government immediately enforced a ban on the publication in both Britain and 

India. Later, it was published by Madame Bhikaiji Cama in Holland, and was smuggled into 

India to reach revolutionaries working across the country against British rule. 

 When the then British Collector of Nasik, A.M.T. Jackson was shot by a youth, Veer Savarkar 

finally fell under the net of the British authorities. He was implicated in the murder citing his 

connections with India House. Savarkar was arrested in London on March 13, 1910 and sent 

to India. 

 In 1920, many prominent freedom fighters including Vithalbhai Patel, Mahatma Gandhi and 

Bal Gangadhar Tilak demanded the release of Savarkar. On May 2, 1921, Savarkar was 

moved to Ratnagiri jail, and from there to the Yeravada jail. 

Relevance of his ideas in Indian society today: 

 Savarkar was a modernist, a rationalist and a strong supporter of social reform. 

 According to Savarkar, our movies should focus on the positives of the country, keep aside 

the negatives and have pride in its victories. Our youth should be inspired by movies that 

focus on the positive side of things. 

 In his presidential address to the annual session of the Hindu Mahasabha held in Calcutta in 

1939, Savarkar spoke about how Hindus and Muslims could bury their historical differences 

in a common Hindustani constitutional state. 

 Savarkar often called on his supporters to welcome the age of the modern machine. 

 In an essay published in the magazine Kirloskar, and republished in a book of his essays on 

the scientific approach, he argued that India would continue to lag behind Europe as long as 

its leaders believed in superstition rather than science. 

 He argued that any social reformer who seeks to root out harmful social practices or preach 

new truths has first of all to compromise his popularity. 

 A true social or religious reformer should only be driven by the desire to do good. 

 Savarkar was a strong opponent of the caste system. He repeatedly argued that what the 

religious books say about untouchability is irrelevant. The social practice was unfit for a 

modern society. 

Conclusion 
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Many of Savarkar’s ideas on social and religious reforms, embrace of science, and building a stronger 

state continue to be relevant for India. His controversial position on Hindutva also continues to 

inform current political debates. It is time that a wider set of scholars began to engage with 

Savarkar’s ideas—including controversial ones. 

Khilafat Movement created a conducive environment for the emergence of the Non-

Cooperation Movement by fostering Hindu-Muslim unity and providing a model of mass 

protest and non-cooperation against British rule. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the nature of the Khilafat movement and how its carved out the space for the 
emergence of Non-cooperation movement. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give the context for the launch of Khilafat movement 
Body: 
Describe the features of Khilafat movement such as its pan-Islamic nature across the world, as well 
as it trying to align its goals towards Indian Nationalism, rise of two streams of education among 
Indian Muslims, rise of political organisations such as All-India Khilafat Committee and the Jamiat al-
Ulama-e-Hind, important leaders  and the rising anti- British sentiments. 
Mention the role of Gandhi in Khilafat movement, that through Gandhi’s interlinking of the demands 
of the Khilafat leaders and leaders of INC and the disappointment of the Khilafat leaders  with the 
Peace treaty of 1920,and various grievances of Congress, Sins of Jallianwala Bagh led to the rise of 
the Non-cooperation movement. 
Conclusion: 
Write about how the movement functioned jointly and its achievements. 
Introduction 

Khilafat and Non-cooperation movements were important milestones in the history of modern India. 

Both these movements ushered in a new era of mass mobilisation and shaped the future of Indian 

polity in important ways. Although their trajectories were somewhat different, both were anti-

imperialist movements. They emerged from separate issues. The Khilafat issue was not directly 

linked to Indian politics but it was deeply anti-imperialist and nationalist in its impulse. These two 

movements were brought together during 1920-22, under the leadership of Gandhiji. 

Body 

Nature of Khilafat Movement: 

 The Khilafat movement in India arose out of the sentiments of the Indian Muslims to protect 

the institution of the Khalifa in Turkey. 

 The Khalifa in Islamic tradition was considered as the successor to the Prophet Muhammad, 

religious leader and the custodian and protector of the Muslim holy places. 
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 As Turkey was defeated in the First World War, the Allies imposed strict terms on it. Turkey 

was dismembered and the Khalifa removed from power. 

 The Muslims in India launched the Khilafat movement to pressurise the British to be lenient 

and preserve the territorial integrity of the Ottoman Empire and the institution of Khalifa. 

 In early 1919, a Khilafat Committee was formed under the leadership of the Ali brothers 

(Shaukat Ali and Muhammad Ali), Maulana Azad, Ajmal Khan and Hasrat Mohani. 

 The Khilafat may be seen as the attempt on the part of the Indian Muslim leadership to bring 

their pan-Islamic and Indian nationalist sentiments together. 

Role of Khilafat movement in formation of Non Cooperation movement: 

 On 20 March 1919, a Khilafat Committee was formed in Bombay under the leadership of 

prominent Muslim leaders 

 Initially, they took a moderate stand, and their activities were restricted to meetings, 

petitions and deputations 

 The advocates of a militant movement wanted to launch a non-cooperation movement 

against the colonial government. 

 An all-India Khilafat Conference was organised in Delhi on 23-24 November 1919. A call for 

boycott of British goods was made in the conference. 

 They also threatened to stop all cooperation with the government in case unjust treatment 

was meted out to Turkey during the peace settlement 

 Gandhiji was declared as the leader under whose guidance the movement would be carried 

forward 

 Gandhiji saw an opportunity to bring together Hindus and Muslims on a common platform 

for nationalist movement 

 It was his leadership that made the convergence of the two anti-imperialist streams – 

nationalist and the Khilafat – possible during this period. 

Evaluation of Khilafat and Non Cooperation movement: 

 The Khilafat and non-cooperation movements played extremely important role in generating 

and spreading anti-imperialist consciousness among the Indian people. 

 The Hindus and Muslims together participated in the movement throughout the country and 

often it was difficult to point out the difference between khilafat and non-cooperation 

movement 

 Despite the Malabar happenings, in which the Muslim peasants revolted against their largely 

Hindu landlords and killed many of them, the Hindu-Muslim unity remained intact 

throughout the period. 

 An important issue which the non-cooperation movement brought to the fore was the need 

to fight against caste discrimination and untouchability. 

 The need for social justice was clearly acknowledged, pushed forward and was later 

enshrined in the Constitution of independent India. 
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 Strong anti-colonial movements were afoot among various sections of population. 

 Peasants and workers were particularly active during this period, besides the middle classes 

in both the urban and rural areas. 

 Moreover, Gandhiji’s insistence on non-violence brought a large number of women into the 

movement. 

 Thus, these movements under the leadership of Gandhiji revolutionised the structure of 

Indian politics in several ways. 

 The most significant success of the movement should be located in its mobilisation of 

various sections of people across the country and the creation of political and social 

consciousness in them. 

Conclusion: 

The movement brought the urban Muslims into the national movement. With the Non-Cooperation 

Movement, nationalist sentiments reached every nook and corner of the country and politicised 

every strata of population—the artisans, peasants, students, urban poor, women, traders etc. It was 

this politicisation and activisation of millions of men and women which imparted a revolutionary 

character to the national movement. Colonial rule was based on two myths one, that such a rule was 

in the interest of Indians and two, that it was invincible. The first myth had been exploded by the 

economic critique by Moderate nationalists. The second myth had been challenged by Satyagraha 

through mass struggle. Now, the masses lost the hitherto all-pervasive fear of the colonial rule and 

its mighty repressive organs. 

The Partition of India was not the result of a single cause or the actions of one 

individual or organization but rather a confluence of multiple factors. Analyse. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To critically comment on as to why Partition happened and responsibility of various individuals and 
organisations for it. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by mentioning the divisive politics played by the British leading to communal tensions in the 
Indian society. 
Body: 
Discuss various factors that led to the Partition of India such as rising religious tensions, socio-
economic differences between the Hindus and Muslims, role of British, Muslim League and Congress 
and important personalities involved and their political strategies. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning that Partition was neither a result of a planned agenda nor by chance. It was 
cumulative outcome of various factors at play. 
Introduction 
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“Partition” – the division of British India into the two separate states of India and Pakistan on August 

14-15, 1947 – was the “last-minute” mechanism by which the British were able to secure agreement 

over how independence would take place. At the time, few people understood what Partition would 

entail or what its results would be, and the migration on the enormous scale that followed took the 

vast majority of contemporaries by surprise. 

Body 

Factors in play that resulted in the partition of India: 

 Divide and Rule: 

o As colonizers, the British had followed a divide-and-rule policy in India. 

o In the census they categorized people according to religion and viewed and treated 

them as separate from each other. 

o They also were fearful of the potential threat from the Muslims, who were the 

former rulers of the subcontinent, ruling India for over 300 years under the Mughal 

Empire. 

 Separateness of Muslims by British: 

o To win them over to their side, the British helped establish the Mohammedan Anglo 

Oriental College at Aligarh and supported the All-India Muslim Conference, both of 

which were institutions from which leaders of the Muslim Leagueand the ideology of 

Pakistan emerged. 

o As soon as the league was formed, Muslims were placed on a separate electorate. 

o Thus, the separateness of Muslims in India was built into the Indian electoral 

process. 

 Communal politics: 

o Some scholars  see  Partition  as  a  culmination  of 

a  communal  politics  that  started  developing  in  the 

opening  decades  of  the  twentieth 

o They suggest that  separate  electorates  for  Muslims, 

created  by  the  colonial  government  in  1909  and 

expanded  in  1919,  crucially  shaped  the  nature  of communal politics. 

 Ideological divide: 

o There was also an ideological divide between the Muslims and the Hindus of India. 

o While there were strong feelings of nationalism in India, by the late 19th century 

there were also communal conflicts and movements in the country that were based 

on religious identities rather than class or regional ones. 

o Socio-religious movementssuch as Tablighi, Tanzim, Shuddhi, Sangathan all aimed 

at attacking the religious sentiments of both Hindus and Muslims 

 Role of Hindu revivalists: 
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o Hindu revivalistsalso deepened the chasm between the two nations. They resented 

the Muslims for their former rule over India. 

o Hindu revivalists rallied for a ban on the slaughter of cows, a cheap source of meat 

for the Muslims. 

o They also wanted to change the official script from the Persian to the Hindu 

Devanagari script, effectively making Hindi rather than Urdu the main candidate for 

the national language. 

 Mistakes in Congress policies: 

o The Congress made several mistakes in their policies which further convinced the 

League that it was impossible to live in an undivided India after freedom from 

colonial rule because their interests would be completely suppressed. 

o One such policy was the institution of “Bande Mataram,” a national anthem 

historically linked to anti-Muslim sentiment, in the schools of India where Muslim 

children were forced to sing it. 

 British Government policies: 

o Pro-Muslim League attitude of the British in the August Offer, 1940 

o Failure of Cripps Missionand its acceptance of autonomy of Muslim majority 

province 

o Failure ofShimla Conference indirectly sub-served the League’s demands 

o The Cabinet Missionwas the final nail in the coffin. This was followed by Jinnah’s 

brutal Direct Action Day culminating with the Mountbatten Plan 1947. 

However, partition could have been averted: 

 If the long term failure of the Congress to draw in the Muslim masses into the national 

movement and stem the surging waves of Muslim communalism, which, especially since 

1937, had been beating with increasing fury had been overcome. 

 If the common citizens would have understood the ill-intent of Britishers of pleasing one 

community over the other. 

 If Communal groups like Hindu Mahasabha and Muslim league had been dealt with strictly. 

Conclusion 

As the noted historian Ramachandra Guha puts it – “the short sightedness of Congress, Jinnah’s 

ambitions and Britain’s amorality and cynicism had made partition inevitable”. In retrospect, the 

process of partition could have been implemented better which would have curbed many deaths, 

horrific incidents and helped maintain friendly relations between the neighbours, India and Pakistan. 

The Lucknow Pact of 1916 was a milestone in the Indian independence struggle, 

highlighting the potential for cooperation between diverse political groups in the face 

of colonial rule. Comment. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
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Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the reasons for and significance of Lucknow pact. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an 
overall opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin the answer by giving the context. 
Body: 
First, Mention the various major events prior to it – split in the Congress into different ideologies 
namely – moderates and extremists, the rise of Swadeshi and Boycott movements and the formation 
of All India Muslim League and how British were playing the politics of divide and rule. 
Next, Mention the details of need for Lucknow pact and the rising sentiment of self-rule among 
Indians as they realised that supporting the British in the World war was only causing loss of lives 
and erosion of Indian revenue and the Muslim league also sensed that the British interests weren’t 
aligned with their interests in the World war. 
Mention the joint demands of the Congress-League alliance as part of the Lucknow pact. 
Conclusion: 
End the answer by the impact of Lucknow pact on the national movement. 
Introduction 

The Lucknow Pact, signed in December 1916, stands as a pivotal chapter in India’s political history. It 

marked a unique moment of cooperation between two major Indian political parties: the Indian 

National Congress (INC) and the All India Muslim League (AIML). 

Body 

Background and Major Events Prior to the Lucknow Pact: 

 Split in the Congress: Moderates vs. Extremists 

o The Indian National Congress experienced internal divisions between the moderate 

and extremist factions. 

o Moderates advocated gradual constitutional reforms and cooperation with the 

British. 

o Extremists, led by leaders like Bal Gangadhar Tilak, demanded more radical changes 

and self-rule. 

 Rise of Swadeshi and Boycott Movements 

o The Swadeshi movement encouraged Indians to boycott British goods and promote 

indigenous products. 

o Boycotts targeted British-made textiles, salt, and other commodities. 

 Formation of the All India Muslim League 

o The Muslim League, initially moderate and pro-British, gained prominence. 

o Leaders like Muhammad Ali Jinnahjoined the League, seeking constitutional 

reforms. 
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 British Divide and Rule Politics 

o The British exploited communal tensions to maintain control. 

o They played off Hindus against Muslims, creating distrust and division. 

Need for the Lucknow Pact: Rising Sentiment of Self-Rule: 

 World War I exposed the harsh realities of supporting the British war effort: 

o Loss of Lives: Indian soldiers suffered casualties on foreign battlefields. 

o Erosion of Indian Revenue: Financing the war drained Indian resources. 

 The Muslim League realized that British interests did not align with theirs during the war. 

Joint Demands of the Congress-League Alliance (Lucknow Pact): 

 Self-Government in India: Both parties demanded greater autonomy. 

 Abolition of the Indian Council: The Council’s role needed reform. 

 Separation of the Executive from the Judiciary: To ensure checks and balances. 

 Protection of Minorities: Safeguards for religious and linguistic minorities. 

 Autonomy for All Provinces: Granting self-rule to each region. 

Impact of the Lucknow Pact: 

 Hindu-Muslim Unity: The pact symbolized cooperation between Hindus and Muslims. 

 Belief in Home Rule: It convinced Indians that self-government was achievable. 

 High-Water Mark of Unity: The pact marked a peak in Hindu-Muslim cooperation. 

 Cordial Relations: It established better ties between the Muslim League and the INC. 

Conclusion 

The Lucknow Pact laid the groundwork for constitutional reforms and demonstrated that diverse 

political groups could work together for India’s self-governance. 

History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial 

revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, 

decolonization. 

While India maintained a non-aligned stance in principle, its foreign policy during the 

Cold War was marked by pragmatic alliances and relationships that occasionally aligned 

more closely with one superpower than the other. Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India ,  Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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Highlight nature of engagement of NAM countries with the superpowers. Evaluate the role played by 
India, as a member of NAM. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Introduce NAM, and the background in which it emerged. 
Body: 
Elaborate on the role played by NAM in easing tensions between the superpowers by citing examples. 
Note how NAM did not practise isolationism or neutrality. 
Next, write the role played by India as part of NAM, and steps taken by it to reduce geo-political 
tensions. 
Next, write about the nature of non-alignment by India. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by giving a balanced opinion on the issue. 
Introduction 

The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) was created and founded during the collapse of the colonial 

system and the independence struggles of the peoples of Africa, Asia, Latin America and other 

regions of the world and at the height of the Cold War. Throughout its history, the Movement of 

Non-Aligned Countries has played a fundamental role in the preservation of world peace and 

security. 

Body 

Role of NAM countries in reducing cold war conflicts 

 In middle of the cold war, NAM ensured that peoples being oppressed by foreign occupation 

and domination can exercise their inalienable right to self-determination and independence. 

 South-South Cooperation: NAM acted as a protector for the small countries against 

the western hegemony. The third world nations and newly independent countries 

supported each other in their quest for development. 

 NIEO: During the 1970s and 1980s, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries played a key 

role in the struggle for the establishment of a new international economic order(NIEO) that 

allowed all the peoples of the world to make use of their wealth and natural resources and 

provided a wide platform for a fundamental change in international economic relations and 

the economic emancipation of the countries of the South. 

 Disarmament: The Non-aligned Movement repeatedly comes out for maintenance of peace, 

‘the cessation of arms race and the peaceful coexistence of all States. 

India’s contribution to NAM 

 As a leader of NAM, India’s response to the cold war power politics was two-fold: 

o India steered itself away from the great power politics, positioning itself as 

an ‘interested observer’. 

o It raised its voice against the newly decolonized nations from joining the either 

bloc. 
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 During the cold war, India made a, concerted effort to activate those regional & 

international organizations, which were not a part of the alliances led by US & USSR, thus 

maintaining the spirit of NAM. 

 In the General Assembly, India submitted a draft resolution declaring that the use of 

nuclear weapons would be against the charter of the United Nations and crime against 

humanity and should therefore be prohibited. 

 Non-alignment has been an influential tenet of India’s foreign policy since its emergence 

from decolonization. 

 It was based on a realistic assessment of India’s geopolitical situation. 

 Nehru, one of the chief architects of NAM intended to give India room to manoeuvre 

according to its own interests rather than allowing it to become confined within the 

limitations of the cold-war alliance. 

Critical analysis 

 India’s inclination towards erstwhile USSR created confusions in smaller members. It led to 

the weakening of NAM and small nations drifted towards either US or USSR. 

 The signing of Friendship Treaty with Soviet Union was a major Faultline and India was 

considered anti-west for a long time. 

 However, with the end of cold war power politics and emergence of Unipolar World, non-

alignment, both as an international movement as well as the core of India’s foreign policy, 

has lost some of its relevance & importance. 

 The NAM countries did not have any concrete initiative in the context of crisis in Syria & 

Libya. 

 Many ‘non-aligned’ countries, including India are continuing NAM as a historical legacy and 

have re-oriented their foreign policy towards strengthening engagements with major 

powers, such as USA, Russia & China, for their domestic development agenda. 

 The sparse attendance by heads of government/State at 17th NAM Summit (Venezuela) is 

the key evidence of the crisis of relevance of NAM. 

 According to C. Raja Mohan NAM is in the state of ‘COMA’. It is passing through the crisis of 

identity and relevance. 

Conclusion 

Non alignment as a foreign policy is very much alive even today in India’s foreign policy. 

The strategic autonomy approach is a manifestation of the same. The NAM platform is still the 

biggest arena of developing nations. Hence it becomes relevant to mobilize international public 

opinion against terrorism, weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), nuclear proliferation, ecological 

imbalance, safeguarding interests of developing countries in WTO (World Trade Organization) etc. 

Value Addition 

 The basic concept for the group originated in 1955 during discussions that took place at 

the Asia-Africa Bandung Conference held in Indonesia. 
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 The Non-Aligned Movement was founded and held its first conference (the Belgrade 

Conference) in 1961 under the leadership of Josip Broz Tito of Yugoslavia, Gamal Abdel 

Nasser of Egypt, Jawaharlal Nehru of India, Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana, and Sukarno of 

Indonesia. 

 NAM does not have a formal constitution or permanent secretariat, and its administration 

is non-hierarchical and rotational. Decisions are made by consensus, which requires 

substantial agreement, but not unanimity. 

o It has 120 members as of April 2018 comprising 53 countries from Africa, 39 from 

Asia, 26 from Latin America and the Caribbean and 2 from Europe (Belarus, 

Azerbaijan). There are 17 countries and 10 international organizations that are 

Observers at NAM. 

 

The New Deal policies of the 1930s provided immediate relief and structural reforms, 

while the economic effects of World War II spurred massive industrial mobilization and 

government spending, collectively mitigating the Great Depression. Elaborate. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about how the new-deal and the starting to world war-II ended the great depression. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining The Great Depression. 
Body: 
First, write about Roosevelt’s New Deal – Works Progress Administration (WPA), the Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA) However, increases in government spending and expansionary effect on the 
economy., positive effects on consumer and business sentiment. 
Next, write about the World War-II role in the recovery of the U.S. economy. Military build-up, 
expansionary fiscal and monetary policy, widespread conscription beginning in 1942, full 
employment. 
Conclusion: 
Summarise the impact of the above two in ending the recession. 
Introduction 

The Great Depression was the worst economic downturn in the history of the industrialized world, 

lasting from 1929 to 1939. It began after the stock market crash of October 1929, which sent Wall 

Street into a panic and wiped out millions of investors. 

Over the next several years, consumer spending and investment dropped, causing steep declines in 

industrial output and employment as failing companies laid off workers. By 1933, when the Great 

Depression reached its lowest point, some 15 million Americans were unemployed and nearly half 

the country’s banks had failed. 
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Body 

Background: Causes and aftermath of Great Depression 

 Democrat Franklin D. Roosevelt won an overwhelming victory in the presidential election of 

1932. 

 During Roosevelt’s first 100 days in office, his administration passed legislation that aimed to 

stabilize industrial and agricultural production, create jobs and stimulate recovery. 

 In addition, Roosevelt sought to reform the financial system, creating the Federal Deposit 

Insurance Corporation (FDIC) to protect depositors’ accounts and the Securities and 

Exchange Commission (SEC) to regulate the stock market and prevent abuses of the kind 

that led to the 1929 crash. 

New Deal by Roosevelt: Overview 

 Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) : Among the programs and institutions of the New Deal 

that aided in recovery from the Great Depression were the Tennessee Valley Authority 

(TVA), which built dams and hydroelectric projects to control flooding and provide electric 

power to the impoverished Tennessee Valley region. 

 Works Progress Administration (WPA), a permanent jobs program that employed 5 million 

people from 1935 to 1943. 

 Social security: In 1935, Congress passed the Social Security Act, which for the first time 

provided Americans with unemployment, disability and pensions for old age. 

 Recovery: After showing early signs of recovery beginning in the spring of 1933, the 

economy continued to improve throughout the next three years, during which real GDP 

(adjusted for inflation) grew at an average rate of 9 percent per year. 

 A sharp recession hit in 1937, caused in part by the Federal Reserve’s decision to increase its 

requirements for money in reserve. 

o Though the economy began improving again in 1938, this second severe contraction 

reversed many of the gains in production and employment and prolonged 

the effects of the Great Depression through the end of the decade. 

Role of World War-II in the recovery of the U.S. economy 

 With Roosevelt’s decision to support Britain and France in the struggle against Germany and 

the other Axis Powers, defence manufacturing geared up, producing more and more 

private sector jobs. 

 The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour in December 1941 led to America’s entry into World 

War II, and the nation’s factories went back in full production mode. 

 This expanding industrial production, as well as widespread conscription beginning in 1942, 

reduced the unemployment rate to below its pre-Depression level. 

 More people were needed to produce the food and weapons for the men on the front lines. 

 The new jobs were taken by many who had been out of work for several years. 
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 As more men were sent away to fight, women were hired to take over their positions on 

the assembly lines. 

 Before World War II, women had generally been discouraged from working outside the 

home. 

 Now they were being encouraged to take over jobs that had been traditionally considered 

“men’s work.” 

 Existing companies changed their lines from consumer goods to war materials, and new 

plants were constructed strictly for the creation of products for the war 

 The Great Depression had ended at last, and the United States turned its attention to the 

global conflict of World War II. 

Conclusion 

The New Deal and the outbreak of world war II,  did eventually reform the American economic 

system. Roosevelt’s leadership preserved the country’s faith in its democratic political system. It also 

established him as a leader of democracy in a world threatened by ruthless dictators. 

The Cold War was a multifaceted conflict that extended far beyond military 

confrontations, shaping the global landscape across various fields and having a 

profound impact in the process. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about different arenas (Korea, Vietnam, etc.) of the cold war. Apart from these different 
arenas, mention the different fields (ex: space race, sports) in which the cold war played out. 
Directive: 
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin your answer by writing briefly what the primary cause of the cold war was. 
Body: 
First write about the “hot” aspects of the war, the different places where the two superpowers 
technically battled each other (Korea, Vietnam etc.). Proceed to write about the different fields in 
which the cold war ended up playing out – sports, space race, weapons race etc. 
Write about the impact of the above. 
Conclusion: 
You can conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

Cold war was a sequence of events after the World War II (1939-45) till the disintegration of 

the USSR in 1991, whereby the two super powers, USA and USSR, competed for hegemony in 

domains of economy, science and technology, politics and military. Each side adopted policies to 

strengthen itself and weaken the other falling short of an actual war. 

Body 
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Various domains of cold war 

 Ideologies: Nations in theSoviet and Chinese spheres were governed by They also 

featured command economies, in which production and distribution is rigidly controlled by 

the government. 

o US-led block was the capitalist block which stood for liberal values of democracy and 

freedom. They saw communism as a threat to the liberal world. 

 NATO vs Warsaw Pact:US formed NATO (1949) after the West Berlin Blockade because the 

capitalist bloc found itself unprepared for a military conflict. 

o Warsaw pact (1955) was initiated by USSR in response to NATOadmitting West 

Germany. 

o It was signed by USSR and all satellite states except Yugoslavia. 

o Under Warsaw Pact, the members promised to defend each other against any attack 

from outside and the armies of all members came under overall control of Moscow. 

 Arms race began in earnest when USSR developed the Atomic Bomb in 1949. 

o Thereafter, US planned and produced the much more powerful Hydrogen Bomb. 

o By 1953, USSR also caught up and developed the Hydrogen Bomb. 

 Space race:Space exploration served as another dramatic arena for Cold War competition. 

Russia launched its first satellite in 1957, called Sputnik. 

o In 1959, the Soviet space program took another step forward with the launch of 

Luna 2, the first space probe to hit the moon. 

o In April 1961, the Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first person to orbit 

Earth, traveling in the capsule-like spacecraft Vostok 1. 

o December 1968 saw the launch of Apollo 8, thefirst manned space mission to orbit 

the moon. By landing on the moon, the United States effectively “won” the space 

race that had begun with Sputnik’s launch in 1957. 

Cold War manifestation across the world 

 Berlin Wall erection and blockade: After WWII, Germany wasdivided into the Soviet-

occupied, communist East and the Ally-occupied, democratic West. 

o Though this division was initially administrative, the nation split into separate states 

(West Germany and East Germany) in 1949. 

o Immediately preceding the division of Germany was the year-longBerlin 

blockade. The aim of the blockade was to starve the West Germans, but this was 

overcome by Allies through airlifting supplies. 

o Berlin Wall was erected, which was called the descent of the iron curtain and start 

of cold war. 

 Korean War of 1950- 1953: After World War II, Korea was divided into the Soviet-backed 

North and US-backed South. 
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o A Northern invasion of the South sparked the Korean War (1950-53), in which 

the South was supported by a US-led UN coalition. 

o Just when this coalition had taken most of the Korean Peninsula, China joined 

the USSR in support of the North, driving the Americans back southward to the 

38th parallel;this line has served as the boundary between the two Koreas ever 

since. 

 Vietnam War:The most prolonged and destructive Cold War conflict was the Vietnam War 

(1954-75). Post war the nation was divided into the communist, USSR/China-backed North 

and non-communist, US-backed South. 

o The US resorted to brutal campaigns ofcarpet bombing (area bombing) 

and defoliation (destruction of foliage, typically with napalm or herbicides). 

o Yet even these extreme measures failed. 

o The US ultimately withdrew, NorthVietnam invaded the South, and the nation was 

Millions had been killed 

 Cuban Missile Crisis:The apex of Cold War tension was the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, 

when the US discovered that Russia was building nuclear launch sites in Cuba. 

o President Kennedy ordered anaval blockade of the island, and for a few days 

nuclear war seemed imminent. reunited under communist 

o An agreement was reached, however, in which Khrushchev removed the weapons 

from Cubain exchange for the American removal of warheads in Turkey, as well as 

a guarantee against future American invasion of Cuba 

 Afghan invasion by Soviet: The foremost conflict of the late Cold War was the Soviet War in 

Afghanistan (1979-89), in which Soviet forces attempted to defend the reigning communist 

government of Afghanistan from anti-communist guerrillas. 

o The guerrillas, furnished with weapons and funding provided by the USand 

sympathetic Muslim nations, maintained a bloody stalemate throughout the conflict 

(such that this war has been dubbed the “Soviet Vietnam”). 

o The guerrillas toppled the communist government a few years after the Soviet 

withdrawal. 

Conclusion 

The cold war was a period of hostilities between nations who were aligned with the two blocs. Post-

cold-war American supremacy remained for a long time, making it a unipolar world. Today Russia is 

no longer a major threat to USA. China’s rise in the past two decades is a simmering conflict in the 

waiting. The friction between USA and China has been touted as the Cold war 2.0. 

Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

The erosion of the traditional Indian family structure, due to various causes, has 

significant socio-economic and cultural impacts. Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
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Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about erosion of the traditional Indian family structure and its impact. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
First, discuss in points as to how the modern family system in India has developed in India and how it 
has strengthened individual choices and changed the social realities. 
Next, write about factors responsible for erosion of the traditional Indian family structure – hanging 
societal values, urbanization, globalization, and economic factors 
Next, write about the impact of the same – loneliness, lack of support systems, intergenerational 
disconnect, and an increased focus on individualism. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward to address the above issues. 
Introduction 

The traditional Indian family system has undergone substantial changes over time. These shifts have 

affected social norms, relationships, and individual choices. 

Body 

Causes for the changes in the family structure 

 Changes in family: Family which was a principal unit of production has been transformed in 

the consumption unit. Instead of all members working together in an integrated economic 

enterprise, a few male members go out of the home to earn the family’s living. These 

affected family 

 Factory employment: It has freed young adults from direct dependence upon their families. 

This functional independence of the youngsters has weakened the authority of the head of 

the household over those earning members. In many cities even women too joined men in 

working outside the families on salary 

 Influence of urbanization: Various sociologists have revealed that the city life is more 

favorable to small nuclear families than to big joint families. Thus, urban living weakens joint 

family pattern and strengthens nuclear family 

 Legislative measures: Prohibition of early marriage and fixing the minimum age of marriage 

by the child marriage Restraint Act, 1929, and the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 have 

lengthened the period of education. Even other legislations such as the Widow Remarriage 

Act, 1856, Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, Hindu succession Act, 1956, all have modified inter 

personal relations within the family, the composition of the family and the stability of the 

joint 

 Changes in marriage system: Changes in the age of marriage, freedom in mate-selection and 

change in the attitude towards marriage has diminished marriage is not very much 
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considered a religious affair but only a social ceremony. Modern marriage does not 

symbolize the superior authority of the family head over other 

 Influence of western values: Values relating to modern science, rationalism, individualism, 

equality, free life, democracy, freedom of women etc. have exerted a tremendous change 

on the joint family system in 

 Changes in the position of women: Main factor causing changes in the position of women in 

our society lie in her changing economic role. New economic role provided a new position in 

society and especially with respect to men. 

Concerns due to changing family structure 

Changing 

Gender Roles 

For instance, if a woman desires a career outside the home but is 

expected to prioritize domestic responsibilities, conflicts may arise. 

Generational 

Gap 

When younger members adopt different values, lifestyles, and 

beliefs than their older relatives. 

Urbanization 

and Mobility 

As individuals seek better opportunities or education, they may move 

away from their extended families, leading to a decrease in close-knit 

family support networks. 

Influence of 

Technology 

Technology can impact traditional family dynamics, with increased 

screen time and virtual interactions potentially diminishing the sense 

of togetherness within the family. 

Excessive 

emphasis on 

Individualism 

For example, candid and heart-to-heart dialogues between husband-

wife and parent-children are becoming rare. They have become too 

formal and superficial. This challenges the collectivist nature of 

traditional family systems. 

Excessive 

Formalisation 

From birthdays to weddings and house-warmings to condolence 

meetings, everything is being made into a formal event. This creates 

the “crisis of authenticity” of our interpersonal feelings. 

Cultural and 

Social 

Changes 

Cultural and social changes, such as globalization and exposure to 

diverse perspectives, can challenge traditional family norms and 

values. 

Balancing 

Work and 

Family 

The traditional family system may face difficulties in accommodating 

individual aspirations while maintaining traditional family roles and 

responsibilities. 

Way forward 
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Promote Inter-

generational Bonding 
Using storytelling, family meals, and cultural celebrations. 

Strengthen 

Communication and 

Dialogue 

Promote dialogue that goes beyond formalities and embraces 

deeper emotional connections. 

Value Traditional 

Values and Customs 

Encourage the preservation of traditional values, customs, 

and cultural practices within the family, ensuring that they are 

passed down to younger generations. 

Foster Mutual 

Support and Care 

E.g., provide emotional support during challenging times and 

engage in acts of kindness and assistance. 

Balance Individualism 

and Collectivism 

E.g., Encourage family members to pursue personal goals 

while maintaining a sense of togetherness, shared decision-

making, and a commitment to the welfare of the family unit. 

Embrace Modern 

Technology 

Responsibly 

E.g., Encouraging the use of technology for virtual family 

gatherings, sharing updates, and staying connected across 

distances. 

Promote Gender 

Equality and 

Empowerment 

Advocate for gender equality within the family, promoting 

shared responsibilities, equal opportunities, and empowering 

women to pursue their aspirations. 

  

Woman-led, child-focused and elderly-sensitive families are 

the need of the hour 

Conclusion 

The traditional Indian family system holds immense value and significance in providing emotional 

support, socialization, identity formation, and a sense of belonging. Reviving and nurturing the 

traditional family system can contribute to the well-being of individuals, the cohesion of society, 

and the preservation of cultural heritage. 

 

Caste inequality remains a critical determinant of social and economic disparities, 

requiring targeted policies and inclusive growth efforts to address systemic 

discrimination and historical injustices. Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
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A recent working paper of the World Inequality Lab has reignited discussion on the widening gap 
between the rich and poor. Inequality in India, however, transcends the dichotomy between the 
haves and the have-nots, as caste-based inequalities are among the defining features of the 
country’s socioeconomic framework. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the ill effects of caste discrimination, reasons for its prevalence and ways to overcome 
it. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving background about the caste discrimination in modern India. 
Body: 
First, write about the reasons for the prevalence of caste discrimination in India and factors behind it. 
Next, mention the impact of caste discrimination and how it is affecting contemporary society. 
Substantiate with facts and examples. 
Next, write about the steps that are needed to overcome the above issues and empower weaker 
sections. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
Introduction 

Caste system refers to a broad hierarchical institutional arrangement along which basic social factors 

like birth, marriage, food-sharing etc are arranged in a hierarchy of rank and status. These sub-

divisions are traditionally linked to occupations and decide the social relations with respect to other 

upper and lower castes. 

A recent working paper of the World Inequality Lab has reignited discussion on the widening gap 

between the rich and poor. Inequality in India, however, transcends the dichotomy between the 

haves and the have-nots, as caste-based inequalities are among the defining features of the 

country’s socioeconomic framework.. 

Body 

Caste discrimination is still widely prevalent in the contemporary society because 

 Indian society has been bearing the brunt of this social evil since the post-Vedic times and 

continues to bear despite Constitutional and Legal measures. 

 Hereditary: An individual’s caste is determined by the caste of the family he is born in. It is 

generally hereditary. One’s caste is unalterable no matter what his/her social position is. 

One inherits the membership of a caste by his/her birth. 

 Persistence is that ancient inequities and prejudices are slow to change. The higher castes, 

which exploited the lower castes for centuries, continue to discriminate against them both 

socially and economically. 

 Sense of caste prestige: Feeling of own caste superiority over other castes Is the main 

factor. It is people’s strong desire to enhance caste prestige. Members of a particular caste 

or sub-caste have the tendency of developing loyalty to their own caste. 
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 Caste endogamy: Caste endogamy refers to marriage within the same caste. Caste 

endogamy is therefore responsible for the emergence of the feeling of casteism. 

 Belief in religious dogmas: Due to illiteracy, people are governed by belief in religious 

dogmas, blind beliefs and superstitions. Due to the practice of ‘Jati Dharma’ they take 

interest in their own caste. It leads to caste feeling and casteism. 

 Social distance: Especially in rural areas, people belonging to the higher caste maintain 

social distance from the lower castes. 

o Dalits in rural villages are forbidden in Hindu temples and disallowed with their 

shoes on in higher-caste neighborhoods. 

o They maintain it through different restrictions like inter-caste marriages, Inter-

dinning etc. 

o The ideology of an individual is associated with his caste norms and values. This has 

given rise to casteism. 

 Caste reservation in higher education and the government has served to perpetuate a 

system that would otherwise have withered away. 

How casteism can be removed? 

 Emotional and intellectual appeal to economic determinism, as was advocated by Karl Marx 

 Awareness about Constitutional values, ethics, ill effects of castiesm etc. by debates, nukkad 

natak, puppetry, 

 Promote and incentivise inter caste marriages as is already done for marrying a SC ST 

women in some parts of India. 

 Evaluate the existing customs, rituals etc. on thetouchstone of Human Rights. Here judiciary 

can play a positive role but with due respect to religious feelings. 

 Implement laws and agreements like ICCPR, Protection of human rights, Prevention of 

atrocities against SC ST etc. with full letter and spirit. 

 Dalit capitalism, check on extra judicial bodies like Khaps etc. 

 Economic empowerment of Dalit through education and ownership of land and capital. 

Conclusion 

Caste system is a terrible anomaly of society which became more prevalent over time. It is the 

strong enemy of the concept of social justice mentioned in the Indian Constitution and causes 

economic, social damage to the country from time to time. Undoubtedly, along with the 

government, it is the responsibility of the common man, religious leaders, politicians, and civil 

society to resolve this discrepancy as soon as possible. 

Value addition 

Caste system is the bane for the Indian society: 
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 Segmental division of society:It means that social stratification is largely based on caste. 

Membership to a caste group is acquired by birth, on the basis of which people are ranked in 

relative to other caste groups. 

 Hierarchy:It indicates that various castes are categorized according to their purity and 

impurity of occupations. 

 Civil and religious disabilities:Example, lower caste groups had no access to wells, they were 

restricted from entering temples etc. 

 Endogamy: Members of a particular caste have to marry within their caste only. Inter caste 

marriages are prohibited. 

 Untouchability: It is the practice of ostracizing a group by segregating them from the 

mainstream by social custom. 

 Hindered national unity:The caste system and religion developed a parochial feeling and 

made the people unduly conscious of their own castes/religion. 

o Many a time caste/communal interests were given priority over national interest. 

o Thus the whole system stood against the very concept of national unity. 

 Hinders democracy: Democracy presupposes human equality, but the caste system believed 

in inequality and there was a hierarchical arrangement. 

o Today caste has manifested into a subject to gain political benefits, like reservation 

in educational colleges, government jobs etc. 

 Lowered women’s status: The practice of Sati, child marriage etc  were result of caste 

system. Women were treated as second-class citizens. This patriarchal behaviour is still 

prevalent today. 

 Violence and conflict: Dalit atrocities, sexual assault on lower caste women etc are result of 

such discrimination and exploitation which are in turn a result of caste and communal 

identities deeply entrenched in Indian society 

The evil face of Caste System: 

 Manual scavenging: Manual scavenging eventually became a caste-based occupation, which 

involves the removal of untreated human excreta from bucket toilets or pit latrines. It has 

been officially abolished by the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their 

Rehabilitation Act 2013. 

 Caste based violence in India: Increasing trend of caste based violence are related to 

instances of inter-caste marriage and assertion of basic rights by Dalits including landrights, 

freedom of expression, access to justice, access to education etc. 

 Dalit violence: Increasing trend of caste-based violence are related to instances of inter-

caste marriage and assertion of basic rights by Dalits including land rights, freedom of 

expression, access to justice, access to education etc. 

o A group of Dalits were attacked in Una, Gujarat when they had participated in the 

movement for demand of land ownership for the Dalits. 
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o Hathras Gang rape of a Dalit womanwas touted as caste based violence. 

 Jati Panchayat: The status of each caste is carefully protected, not only by caste laws but 

also by the conventions. These areopenly enforced by the community through a governing 

body or board called Jati Panchayat. 

 The Concept of Purity and Pollution: The higher castes claimed to have ritual, spiritual and 

racial purity which they maintained by keeping the lower castes away through the notion of 

pollution. The idea of pollution means a touch of lower caste man would pollute or defile a 

man of higher caste. 

 Restriction on Food and Drink: Usually a caste would not accept cooked food from any other 

caste that stands lower than itself in the social scale, due to the notion of getting polluted. 

 The caste system is a check on economic and intellectual advancement and a great stumbling 

block in the way of social reforms 

 It undermines the efficiency of labour and prevents perfect mobility of labour, capital and 

productive effort 

 It perpetuates the exploitation of the economically weaker and socially inferior castes, 

especially the untouchables. 

 Inflicted untold hardships on women through its insistence on practices like child-marriage, 

prohibition of widow-remarriage, seclusion of women 

 Caste conflicts are widely prevalent in politics, reservation in jobs and education, inter-caste 

marriages etc. 

Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues, 

poverty and developmental issues, 

The falling Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in the country presents opportunities like economic 

benefits and environmental sustainability, but also challenges such as an aging 

population and economic strain. Evaluate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question:  
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the causes of falling TFR and the challenges it poses. 
Directive: 
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence.  You must appraise the worth of 
the statement in question. There is scope for forming an opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context from the NFHS-5 data. 
Body: 
First, write about the factors that have contributed to declining TFR are: Higher education, increased 
mobility, late marriage, financial independence among women and overall prosperity. 
Next, write about the opportunities in the falling TFR. 
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Next, possible challenges that the falling TFR may lead to. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by suggesting solutions to the challenges. 
Introduction 

Total fertility rate (TFR) indicates the average number of children expected to be born to a woman 

during her reproductive span of 15-49 years. The data in NFHS 2019-21, the fifth in the survey 

series, shows the fertility rate at 1.6 per cent in urban areas and 2.1 in rural India. 

Body 

Data from National Family Health Survey’s fifth round (NFHS-5) reveal that India’s Total Fertility 

Rate (TFR) has decreased to 2.0 from 2.2 in the previous round. TFR is the number of children born 

to a heterosexual couple during their reproductive life. Given that 2.1 is the figure at which the 

population is maintained at a stable level, taking into account the likelihood of some child deaths, 

the latest number suggests that the spectre of population explosion need no longer haunt India. 

Even as the goal of population stabilisation is being achieved, it is imperative that we invest in 

fostering the health and wellbeing of all our people, throughout their life course. Decline in fertility 

frees up funds for investment in development of our human resources. 

Value addition 

Trends in the declining Total Fertility Rate in India 

 NFHS-5 places the total fertility rate (TFR) at 2.0. known as replacement level of fertility. This 

decline is spread evenly across the country. 

o 28 states and UTs have a TFR of 9 or less, with seven below 1.6. 

o All southern states have a TFR of 1.7-1.8, similar to that of Sweden. 

 Even states that have not reached replacement fertility — Bihar and Uttar Pradesh — seem 

to be head in that direction. 

 Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan that were part of the lagging states have 

achieved TFRs of 0. 

 With falling fertility (currently 2.0), the median age of India has risen from 24 years in 2011 

to 29 years now and is expected to be 36 years by 2036. 

o With a falling dependency ratio (expected to decrease from 65% to 54% in the 

coming decade taking 15-59 years as the working age population), India is in the 

middle of a demographic transition. 

Reasons for falling fertility rate: 

 Higher education, increased mobility, late marriage, financially independent women, 

overall prosperityare all contributing to a falling TFR. 

 It goes below 2 in both urban and rural areas, where girls complete schooling and reduces 

further as they pass college. 

 Bihar, with the highest TFR of 3.2, had the maximum percentage of illiterate women at 

26.8%, while Kerala, where the literacy rate among women is 99.3%, had among the lowest 

fertility rates. 
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 Increased focus on family planning by use of Contraceptives, increased tubectomies and 

relatively lesser vasectomies have also contributed to the reducing TFR. 

 Urbanization, reduced joint family system, increasing nuclear and single-parent families, 

higher cost of living in urban areas and higher wages have discouraged aspiring parents to 

reduce the number of kids. 

 Working people in urban areas want better pay, implying that they have to reduce the 

number of children so as to increase the time they spend at their workplace. 

 As more cities come up, people move for jobs and employment tenure gets shorter, TFR may 

fall further. 

Decreasing fertility rate and its challenges: 

 The decrease in fertility and the associated decrease in the dependency ratio, in turn lead to 

an increase in the share of the population concentrated in the working ages and hence in 

the ratio of the working age to the non-working age population. 

 Dependency ratio: 

o The proportion of workers rises sharply, even as the proportion of dependants falls. 

In many countries, the ratio of workers to dependents goes up, giving a huge boost 

to per capita income. 

o India will see a significant rise in working age adults India’s dependency ratio that is 

the number of dependents to working people is low at 0.6, compared with the 

developed countries. That ratio is going to decline further with fertility rates 

continuing to fall. 

 For the next few decades India will have a youthful, dynamic and productive workforce than 

the rest of the world. 

 A demographic trend where the proportion of persons aged 15-24 in the population 

increases significantly compared to other age groups which paired with limited employment 

opportunities may contribute to increased poverty, hunger, malnutrition, poorer health, 

lower educational outcomes, child labour, unsupervised and abandoned children, and 

rising rates of domestic violence. 

 Education constraints: 

o There are serious problems with Indian higher education. These include a shortage 

of high quality faculty, poor incentive structures, lack of good regulation 

o India is home to the world’s largest concentration of illiterate people in the world 

 Health: 

o At the primary level, there are also serious problems with health and nutrition that 

impact the effectiveness of education and the capacity for learning. 

o In future large proportion of older working aged people who face longer periods of 

retirement, accumulate assets to support themselves. 

Way forward: 
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 Health and education parameters need to be improved substantially to make the Indian 

workforce efficient and skilled. 

 Enhance, support and coordinate private sector initiatives for skill development through 

appropriate Public-Private Partnership (PPP) models; strive for significant operational and 

financial involvement from the private sector 

 Focus on underprivileged sections of society and backward regions of the country thereby 

enabling a move out of poverty; similarly, focus significantly on the unorganized or informal 

sector workforce. 

 Measures should have pan Indian presence and not just concentrated in metropolitan cities 

as most of the workforce is likely to come from the rural hinterland. 

 Investing in people through healthcare, quality education, jobs and skills helps build human 

capital, which is key to supporting economic growth, ending extreme poverty, and creating 

more inclusive societies 

 New technology could be exploited to accelerate the pace of building human capital, 

including massive open online courses and virtual classrooms 

 Policymakers should have a greater incentive to redouble their efforts to promote human 

capital so that it can contribute to economic growth and job creation 

Value addition 

Findings from NFHS-5 

 NFHS-5 finds that there has been a significant increase in current use of any modern 

contraceptive method, which stands at 56.5 per cent in 2019-21 against 47.8 per cent in 

2015-16. The share of condoms is 9.5 per cent against 5.6 per cent in 2015-16. 

 The uptake of female sterilisation has gone up to 38 per cent against 36 per cent in 2015-16. 

 The uptake of injectable contraceptives, introduced in 2017, remains abysmally low at 0.6 

per cent. 

 The increase in female sterilisation shows that the onus of family planning remains with 

women, with men not participating in the process and “shrugging responsibility. 

 The quality of care in family planning has shown significant improvement with 62 per cent of 

current users reporting that they received information on side effects from service providers. 

This has increased from 46 per cent in the last survey. 

 The number of women who have a bank account they operate themselves has increased 

significantly from 53 per cent in 2015-16 to 79 percent, the data show. 

Menstrual leave policies can boost women’s labour participation by improving 

workplace inclusivity, though careful implementation is needed to avoid stigma and 

discrimination. Critically analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Live Mint , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
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In December 2023, India’s Upper House of Parliament debated menstrual leave at workplaces, 
sparking widespread debate. The key point of discussion was the importance of menstrual leave in 
empowering individuals across various job roles and workplaces. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the issue of menstrual leave for women and its impact. 
Directive word: 
Critically analyze – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature 
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’ 
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a 
balanced judgment on the topic. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
First, write about the issue of menstrual leave and its impact – promotes gender equality, 
acknowledges health needs, and enhances productivity etc. 
Next, write about impediments about menstrual leave – potential discrimination, stigmatization, and 
operational challenges etc. 
Next, write about what India must do in this regard. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
Introduction 

Menstrual leave is a type of leave where a woman may have the option to take paid or unpaid leave 

from her employment if she is menstruating and is unable to go to work because of this. According 

to a study, out of the 40% of women who are part of the labour force 20% experience a condition 

called dysmenorrhea that causes pain during menstruation. 

In December 2023, India’s Upper House of Parliament debated menstrual leave at workplaces, 

sparking widespread debate. The key point of discussion was the importance of menstrual leave in 

empowering individuals across various job roles and workplaces. 

Body 

Rationale for the mandatory menstrual leaves: 

 The support for period leave rests on a sound rights-based argument — that workplaces 

need to accommodate for biological differences between co-workers. 

 Period leave allows women to rightfully rest during their menstrual cycle. 

 It is well-documented that women experience a wide range of health complications during 

their monthly cycle — cramps, back and muscle pains, bloating, headaches, nausea, among 

others. 

 These symptoms can assume greater severity for women suffering from chronic conditions 

like polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS) and endometriosis. 

 While the experience of a period is different for different women, and certainly differs 

month-to-month for the same woman. 

 Period leave is thought to be a means to legitimise the physical toll of a painful monthly 

cycle, to be taken if required, a means to create equity at the workplace. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 70 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

 It is also cited as a way of normalising conversations around menstruation. 

Examples from India: 

 Zomato in 2020,announced a 10-day paid period of leave per year, and Swiggy and Byjus 

have also followed suit. 

 Among State governments, Bihar and Kerala are the only ones to introduce menstrual 

leave to women. 

 The Bihar government, then headed by Lalu Prasad Yadav, introduced its menstrual leave 

policy in 1992, allowing employees two days of paid menstrual leave every month. 

 Keralaannounced that the State’s Higher Education department grants menstrual and 

maternity leaves for students in universities that function under the department. 

Global Examples 

 Spain became the first European countryto grant paid menstrual leave to workers, among a 

host of other sexual health rights. 

 Japan introduced menstrual leave as part of labour law in 1947after the idea became 

popular with labour unions in the 1920s. At present, under Article 68, employers cannot ask 

women who experience difficult periods to work during that time. 

 Indonesia introduced a policy in 1948, amended in 2003, saying that workers experiencing 

menstrual pain are not obliged to work on the first two days of their cycle. 

 In the Philippines, workers are permitted two days of menstrual leave a month. 

 Taiwanhas an Act of Gender Equality in Employment in place. Under Article 14 of the Act, 

employees have the right to request a day off as period leave every month, at half their 

regular wage. 

 South Korea takes a slightly different route, allowing for monthly physiologic leave under 

Article 73 of their labour law, allowing all female workers to get a day off every month. 

 Among the African nations, Zambia introduced one day of leave a month without needing a 

reason or a medical certificate, calling it Mother’s Day. 

 Companies across nations, such as Nike and Coexist, have introduced menstrual leave as an 

internal policy. 

Challenges in granting the mandatory menstrual leaves: 

 To achieve the stated objectives, we cannot ignore the economics of a period leave. We 

need to be clear where the funding for menstrual leaves comes from. 

 If menstrual leave is structured like maternity leave, it threatens to increase the cost of 

hiring women. This has implications in the long-run. 

 Teamlease Services found that 1.1-1.8 million women lost their jobs in 2018-19 across 10 

major sectors owing to the Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act 2016 which doubled paid 

maternity leave from three to six months. 
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 Similarly, there are other costs associated with hiring women that lead to unsaid but 

rampant discrimination. 

 It is well-known that many employers in India are hesitant to hire women for jobs that 

require frequent travel as they need to make special arrangements for their safety. 

 Essentially, society’s failure to keep women reasonably safe leads to a public cost 

internalised by employers as a private cost. Paid period leave can further exacerbate this 

situation. 

 Even if this by itself does not keep women out of jobs, it can lead to discrimination in hiring 

and promotion and raise the barriers for women to enter and climb the corporate ladder. 

 It also creates grounds for companies to offer lower in-hand salaries to women, justifying it 

on the basis that the cost to company for women and men should be equal. 

 About 55% of urban working women were in regular, salaried employment in 2018-19. Of 

these, 71% had no written job contract, 51% were not eligible for paid leave, and 53% were 

not eligible for any social security benefit. 

 Period leave will not touch the lives of millions of casual women workers in the informal 

economy in both urban and rural areas. 

 By increasing the costs of hiring women, we, in fact, risk keeping them out of the workforce. 

Way forward: 

 A good solution might be to increase the number of paid sick leaves by law for both men and 

women, but keeping it equal. 

 While it increases the overall cost of doing business in India, it treats men and women at par. 

 Paid sick leaves can be viewed as a form of social security. 

 In industries where remote working has proven to be effective, employers can be 

encouraged to institute work-from-home policies that allow employees to work remotely for 

a fixed number of days in a month. 

 This flexibility will ensure that women can work from the comfort of their home, in case they 

find it inconvenient to travel or work from office during their period. 

 Menstruation Benefits Bill was tabled as a private member bill in the Parliament in 2018. It is 

imperative to look at the significance of the provisions, for a gender sensitive labour policy. 

 Menstrual leave policies must be introduced alongside measures to increase workforce 

participation of women. 

 Efforts at making workplaces more inclusive and gender sensitive is essential. Separate 

toilets for men and women with facilities for disposal of sanitary napkins should be ensured. 

Conclusion: 

To improve working conditions of the 10% women who are in the formal workforce, we must not 

forget about the remaining 90% women workers who are in the informal sector for whom such 

policies threaten to become the gatekeepers. Given all these apprehensions, we need to find a 
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balance between creating space for women to seek period leave when required and ensuring that it 

doesn’t become another ground for employers to favour men over women. 

Social empowerment; poverty and developmental issues; political philosophies 

like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.— their forms and effect on the 

society. 

A strong emphasis on sub-national identities like religion, caste, region or ethnicity can 

dilute the sense of a shared national identity. Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about factors responsible for the growth of communal tendencies and its impact on national 
unity and our society. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining communalism. 
Body: 
First, present the case of Communalism in India on the basis of religious, caste or ethnic; Discuss the 
major factors that contributed towards the emergence and growth of communalism in modern India. 
Present the current situation. 
Next, write about the impact of the above on national unity and society. 
Next, present measures to deal with the above. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
Introduction 

Communalism is basically an ideology which consists of three elements: 

 A belief that people who follow the same religion have common secular interests i.e. they 

have same political, economic and social interests. So, here socio- political communalities 

arise. 

 A notion that, in a multi-religious society like India, these common secular interests of one 

religion is dissimilar and divergent from the interests of the follower of another religion. 

 The interests of the follower of the different religion or of different ‘communities’ are seen 

to be completely incompatible, antagonist and hostile. 

Body 

Factors responsible for growth of Communalism in India: 

 A Legacy of Past: 
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o On the basis of the “Two Nation” theory of Jinnah, India was partitioned. Communal 

politics had played its nasty game during the immediate past of independent India. 

The “Divide and Rule” policy of the British Government served their colonial 

interest. The partition of India was the ultimate outcome of their politics. 

 Presence of Communal Parties: 

o Religion in India has become an important agency of political socialization and it is 

also reflected in the ideology of a number of political parties. A number of 

communal and sectarian political parties and organisations are present in India. 

Muslim League, Jamaat—Islami, Hindu Mahasabha, Akali Dal, Vishwa Hindu Parishad 

are directly or indirectly responsible for the emergence of communalism. 

 Isolation of Muslims: 

o Indian Muslims have developed a tendency of isolationism even long after the 

creation of Pakistan. They remain aloof from the mainstream of national politics. 

Most of them are not interested to take part in the secular-nationalistic politics of 

the country. They insist on to be treated as a separate entity. 

 Poverty: 

o Mass poverty and unemployment create a sense of frustration among the people. It 

generates backwardness, illiteracy, ignorance, etc. The unemployed youth of both 

the communities can be easily trapped by religious fundamentalists and fanatics. 

They are used by them to cause communal riots. The weak economic status often 

breeds communalism. 

 Hindu Chauvinism: 

o The growths of Hindu chauvinistic attitudes have further strengthened the 

communal tensions in India. The Hindu religious groups like Shiv Sena, Hindu 

Mahasabha, Viswa Hindu Parisad often pressurize the government to take steps 

suitable to the interest of Hindus. They consider each Muslim as pro-Pakistani and 

anti-national. To face the possible challenge of other communal forces, they 

encourage the growth of Hindu communalism. 

 Social Cause: 

o The two major communities of India have been suspicious towards each other. The 

Muslims complain of the threat of Hindu cultural invasion upon their lives and have 

become more assertive of their rights. Either due to ignorance or insecurity, they do 

not fully accept the need of family planning and help in increasing population. 

 Communalization of Politics: 

o Electoral politics in India has become more expensive and competitive. Different 

political parties are not hesitating to use any means, fair or foul, for electoral victory. 

They even create communal tensions and try to take political advantage out of it. 

Concessions are granted to various minority groups for appeasing them. 

 Cross-Border factors: 
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o Communal tensions in India sometimes are highly intensified due to the rule of two 

neighbouring theocratic countries. These countries try to create communal 

problems in the border states. The communal problems of Punjab and Jammu 

Kashmir are caused due to provocation of Pakistan. So long as this cross-border 

factor is not removed, communal problems are likely to stay in India. 

 Failure of Government: 

o Both the Union and the State Governments often fail to prevent communalism in 

the country. Due to lack of prior information, they fail to take any preventive 

measures. So the communal violence can easily take innocent lives and destroys 

property. The post-Godhra riot in Gujarat shows the inefficiency of the government 

to control the communal riot. Failure of immediate and effective steps has been a 

cause of the continuance of communalism. 

Ramification of Communalism: 

 Genocides: With mass killings, the real sufferers are the poor, who lose their house, their 

near and dear ones, their lives, their livelihood, etc. It violates the human rights from all 

direction. Sometimes children lose their parents and will become orphan for a lifetime. 

 Ghettoization and refugee problem are other dimensions of communalism induced 

violence, whether its inter country or intra country. 

 Sudden increase in violence against any particular community causes mass exodus and 

stampede which in turn kills many number of people. For example, this was seen in the case 

of Bangalore in 2012, with respect to people from North eastern states, which was 

stimulated by a rumour. 

 Apart from having effect on the society, it is also a threat to Indian constitutional values, 

which promotes secularism and religious tolerance. In that case, citizens don’t fulfil their 

fundamental duties towards the nation. 

 It becomes a threat for the unity and integrity of the nation as a whole. It promotes only the 

feeling of hatred in all directions, dividing the society on communal lines. 

 Minorities are viewed with suspicion by all, including state authorities like police, para-

military forces, army, intelligence agencies, etc. There have been many instances when 

people from such community have been harassed and detained and finally have been 

released by court orders guilt free. For this, there is no provision for compensation of such 

victims, about their livelihood incomes forgone, against social stigmas and emotional trauma 

of the families. 

 Barrier for development: Communal activities occurring frequently do harm the human 

resource and economy of the country. And then again it takes years for the people and the 

affected regions to come out the traumas of such violence, having deep impact on minds of 

those who have faced it. They feel emotionally broken and insecure. 

 Terrorism and Secessionism: As seen during the Khalistan movement in Punjab. 

Steps to be taken to prevent communalism 

 Economic: 
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o Poverty is one of the major factors for communal violence. Poverty alleviation 

measures are thus important for promoting communal harmony. 

o Eradicating the problem of unemployment among the youths, illiteracy and poverty 

and that too with honesty and without any discrimination. 

o Reducing educational and economic backwardness of minorities like Muslims. 

o This can uplift their socio-economic status and reduce their deprivation compared to 

Hindus 

 Social: 

o The religious leaders and preachers should promote rational and practical things 

through religion promoting peace and security. 

o Children in schools must be taught through textbooks and pamphlets to maintain 

brotherhood and respect for all religions 

o Creating awareness in the society about the ill effects of communism through mass 

media 

 Political: 

o Political communism should be avoided recent Supreme court’s directives 

o Identification and mapping of riot prone areas. For Example, Delhi police used 

drones to monitor to maintain vigil during communal festivals 

o Media, movies and other cultural platforms can be influential in promoting peace 

and harmony. 

o Social Media should be monitored for violent and repulsive content and taken off 

immediately. 

 Recommendations of Committee on National Integration 

o Joint celebration of community festivals 

o Observing restraint by Hindus while taking processions before the mosques 

o Formation of peace and brotherhood communities at local level to prevent anti-

social elements from engaging in communal riots 

o Respect for religious customs, rituals and practices 

Conclusion 

In a vast country like India which is made up of diverse cultures, backgrounds, religions, identities 

etc. it really requires to maintain a sense of equality among its citizen to provide a meaning to the 

term democracy. The core reason behind all these discrimination are based on the nature of 

unacceptance of diversities. We tend to commit heinous crimes to eradicate the population which 

chooses a different set of traditions to follow. But these intolerance can lead India to get collapsed 

from being a secular country to communal. And India is known to the world by the term “diversity”. 

It is beautiful when the people irrespective of their differences are co-existing. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 76 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

Achieving LGBTQIA+ inclusivity requires comprehensive education, protective policies, 

and safe spaces for the members of the community. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
Today, various generations huddled in the same office want the voices of all genders and orientation 
want to be heard. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about achieving inclusivity among for the LGBTQIA+ community. 
Structure of the answer: 
Directive: 
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin about the giving context about the recent move by Tamil Nadu regarding LGBTQIA+ 
community. 
Body: 
First, write about the various issues face the LGBTQIA+ in various aspect such as employment, 
housing, co-living, rights, harassment, lack of counselling. 
Next, write about the importance of ending harassment and beginning sensitization with respect to 
the LGBTQIA+ community and moving towards comprehensive education, protective policies, diverse 
representation, safe spaces, inclusive workplaces, allyship, and accessible healthcare. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward to further streamline the community to achieve true inclusivity. 
Introduction 

The LGBTQIA+ community faces a lot of problems. The main problem is acceptance from people 

outside the community. For the Indian LGBT community, a truly inclusive society remains a distant 

dream. In urban India, where social media and corporate initiatives have created increasing 

awareness of LGBT rights, the scenario looks more upbeat for gay men than for transgender people 

or lesbian women. While urban LGBT voices that are heard through several online and real-world 

platforms form an important part of LGBT activism, these expose only a small part of the diverse 

challenges faced by the community. 

Body 

Issues faced by LGBTQIA+ community in India 

 No legal recognition of marriage: Same-sex marriages are not legally recognized in India 

even though many countries like USA, UK have legalised it. 

 Issue of rights:The rights enjoyed by opposite-sex couples are not enjoyed by same-sex 

couples. They are prohibited from those rights. For example- 

o The lack of a legal structure around their relationship became increasingly stark 

when they tried to bring each other on as nominees in insurance and financial 

plans,just as a married couples did. 

 Lack of family support: Lack of communication between LGBT children and the parents 

often leads to conflict in the family. 
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o Many LGBT youths are placed in foster care or end up in juvenile detention or on 

the streets. 

o Most often than not, LGBTQ children from poor families are abandoned. They end 

up begging as there is no avenue for education or employment. 

o In some parts, secret honour killings are plannedso that the only way for a young 

gay man to survive is to run away in the cover of the night to some city, with no 

money or social support. 

 Sanctioned rape: In other parts, lesbian women are subjected to family-sanctioned 

corrective rapes,which are often perpetrated by their own family members. 

o Village medics and babas oftenprescribe rape to cure lesbians of 

homosexuality. Refusal to marry brings more physical abuse 

 Education and health: The LGBTQ children are abandoned and marginalised, who end up 

being isolated by the rest of the society. They are denied the fundamental right of education 

as well as health. 

Measures needed 

 The LGTBQ communityneeds an anti-discrimination law that empowers them to build 

productive lives and relationships irrespective of gender identity or sexual orientation and 

place the onus to change on state and society and not the individual. 

 Policemust not harass sexual minorities. There must be changes to the police conduct 

rules to provide for punishing erring police personnel in this regard. 

 Government bodies, especially related to Health, and Law and Order need to be sensitised 

and made aware about the changed position of law to ensure that the LGBTQ community 

is not denied public servicesor harassed for their sexual orientation. 

 Enumerating sexual orientation and gender identity in non-discrimination andanti-bullying 

policies is an important step toward acknowledging diversity, protecting vulnerable 

students. 

 Training school staff empowers themto respond when they encounter abuse. Younger 

generations of Indians will grow up knowing of criminalisation as a thing of the past, and 

that will be a boon to their basic rights. 

 In 2014, the Supreme Court issued a sweeping judgment inNALSA v. India, which held that 

transgender people should be legally recognised according to their gender identity, enjoy all 

fundamental rights, and receive special benefits in education and employment. This must 

be implemented and enforced. 

  

  

Conclusion 

The queer and gender non-conforming people have found an ally in the court, but they would need 

greater effort on the part of the authorities at various levels, if their rights are to be protected. In 
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any case, any change in law in terms of recognising same-sex relations or understanding self-

identification of gender must be complemented by an attitudinal change in society at large. 

Government must sensitise the general public and officials, to reduce and finally eliminate the 

stigma associated with LGBTQ+ community through the mass media and the official channels. School 

and university students too should be sensitised about the diversity of sexuality to deconstruct the 

myth of heteronormativity. Heteronormativity is the root cause of hetero-sexism and homophobia. 

 

The major political philosophies of the world, including liberalism, socialism, and 

communism, have shaped the world order through their ideologies and have had a 

wide range of impacts. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To critically analyse the major political philosophies of modern world history and their impact on 
world order. 
Directive: 
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context regarding the major political philosophies of twentieth and twenty first 
century. 
Body: 
First, write about the achievements as well as shortcomings of major political philosophies – 
communism, capitalism, socialism, colonialism, liberalism etc. 
Next, write about the various ways in which the above shaped the global world order in the present 
times – governance, economics, and international relations. Substantiate with examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

In the twentieth and twenty-first centuries, several major political philosophies have shaped the 

world order. These include communism, capitalism, socialism, colonialism, and liberalism. Each of 

these ideologies has had significant achievements and shortcomings, influencing societies, 

economies, and governance worldwide. 

Body 

Achievements and shortcomings of major political philosophies 

 Communism: 

o Achievements: 

 Focused on equality, communal ownership, and classless societies. 

 Led to social reforms, labor rights, and welfare programs. 

 Inspired revolutions and independence movements. 
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o Shortcomings: 

 Centralized control often led to authoritarian regimes. 

 Economic inefficiencies and lack of innovation. 

 Suppression of individual freedoms. 

o Capitalism: 

 Achievements: 

 Promoted economic growth, innovation, and entrepreneurship. 

 Created wealth and improved living standards. 

 Encouraged competition and technological advancements. 

 Shortcomings: 

 Income inequality and exploitation. 

 Environmental degradation. 

 Financial crises and market volatility. 

 Socialism: 

 Achievements: 

 Advocated for social justice, workers’ rights, and public 

services. 

 Established universal healthcare and education. 

 Reduced poverty and improved living conditions. 

 Shortcomings: 

 Bureaucracy and inefficiency. 

 Limited individual incentives. 

 Struggled with economic growth. 

 Colonialism: 

 Achievements: 

 Expanded trade networks and cultural exchange. 

 Introduced new technologies and infrastructure. 

 Spread languages and legal systems. 

 Shortcomings: 

 Exploitation, forced labor, and cultural erasure. 

 Disrupted indigenous societies and ecosystems. 
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 Ignored local autonomy and self-determination. 

 Liberalism: 

 Achievements: 

 Championed individual rights, rule of law, 

and democracy. 

 Fought for civil liberties, free speech, and 

religious tolerance. 

 Influenced modern constitutions and human 

rights frameworks. 

 Shortcomings: 

 Unequal distribution of resources. 

 Market failures and social inequalities. 

 Challenges in balancing freedom and social 

responsibility. 

Critical assessment of political philosophies of 20th and 21st century 

 Capitalism: From a political perspective, capitalism is a system of laissez-faire (freedom). 

Lawfully, it is a system of objective laws that is rule of law, in contrast, to the rule of man. In 

financial terms, when such freedom is applied to the domain of production its result is the 

free market. 

o In a capitalist system, the factories fuel the economy, and a wealthy few own the 

factories. 

o This created the need for a large number of people to work for the factory owners. 

In this environment, the wealthy few exploited the labourers, who had to labour to 

live. 

 Socialism: Socialism is a political and economic ideology that believes in the public 

ownership of means of production and distribution based on a plan formulated by a central 

authority. 

o Socialism depends altogether upon the history of mankind for a record of its growth 

in the past and bases its future upon knowledge of that history in so far as it can be 

accurately traced up to the present time. 

o Socialism was initiated in the late 18th-century by a knowledgeable and working-

class political movement that disapproved of the effects of industrialization and 

private ownership on civilization. 

 Communism: In layman’s terms, communism is the political system in which the 

community owns and controls entities like factories, farms, services, etc. intending to treat 

everyone equally. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 81 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

o Communism is based on the goal of eliminating socioeconomic class struggles by 

creating a classless and stateless society in which everyone shares the benefits of 

labour and the community controls all property and wealth. 

o It is a form of government most closely associated with the ideas of Karl Marx, a 

German philosopher, which he outlined in The Communist Manifesto (1848). 

o Many philosophers have argued that Communism offers an idea of unattainable 

perfect future, and keeps its subjects in thrall to it by devaluing the past and the 

present. 

o It asserts to represent a universal truth which explains everything and can cure every 

ill and any apparent deviations or under-performance are explained away by 

casuistry and emotional appeals. 

Shaping the world order 

 Today, the historical words capitalism, socialism, and communism do not fully capture the 

economic systems of nations. 

 New words are also used to describe economic systems- free market system; mixed 

economy; command economy. 

 In the Western world and other countries like India, the horizon was broadly some version 

of liberal, representative constitutional democracy. 

 In a large part of the world, from Pakistan to Egypt, there was a quest for some version of 

modern Islamic constitutionalism, reconciling the sovereignty of God with the requirements 

of the modern world. 

 In Africa, the political and moral aspiration of politics was shaped by trying to think of a 

political form that could be an effective bulwark against the creation of the colour line and 

imperialism in the organisation of the world system. 

 And China has, for the better part of its recent history, been shaped by the idea of the party-

state as a distinctive political form. 

Conclusion 

In other words, communism, socialism, and capitalism are in sync with modern national economics 

falling somewhere in the middle, or mixed zone of the different types of economies. Therefore, a 

clear understanding of the historical developments, meaning, political associations, and synonyms of 

these three words is essential. 

There is an interplay of complex economic and social factors that contribute to poor 

learning outcomes in education across the country. Analyse. (250 words). 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Insights on India 
Key Demand of the question: 
To state the societal reasons for low productivity in learning outcomes.  
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Why the question: The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
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Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by mentioning the link between social factors and progress of education. 
Body: 
First, write how poverty is limiting education – poor nutrition, lack of adult support, lack of resources 
and hindrance to quality education etc. 
Next, write about the societal factors which are limiting education –low priority, caste-based 
discrimination, inequalities, lack of continuity etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward to overcome the above societal hindrances.  
Introduction 

Education is one of the most powerful instruments for reducing poverty and inequality. Education is 

equally key to enhance India’s competitiveness in the global economy. A public-school system 

becomes highly necessary to provide, universal and quality basic education for all, in particular for 

the poor and rural population. This is central to the economic and social development of India. 

Body 

Poverty as a limiting factor in education 

 Poor nutrition: Poverty means poor nutrition for children. Not only does it undermine their 

physical and social development, including their neurological responses, it also has day-to-

day implications. 

o Hungry children, which is unfortunately the state of too many, cannot concentrate in 

the classroom. 

o A malnourished child falls ill frequently and can’t attend school. 

o Education is not the only casualty of this tragic phenomenon. One has to just 

observe the wasting of our children because of poor nutrition. 

 Lack of proper adult supervision and care: Second, poverty ensures that children do not 

have the same kind of adult support and care at home as in middle-class families. It is 

simply because the adults are struggling to make a livelihoo Such adult care and contact are 

critical for learning. 

 Resource deficit: Third, homes in poverty do not have resources that support and create an 

environment for learning. Their adults themselves are often inadequately educated and they 

are short of books, other learning material and time. 

o Eg: Many poor households could not afford smartphone, internet or laptop to their 

children during pandemic. 

Societal factors limiting education 

 Gender bias: Girls are often sent to government schools while a male child is sent to private 

school. Moreover, after intermediate school, girls are made to drop out either for marriage 

or to do household chores. 

o Some cultures will allow education for girls and women but limit the content of the 

education or skew the education to prepare them for a limited number of social 

roles 
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 Caste discrimination: In certain villages in India, even today children are segregated based 

on caste. 

o Various researches reveals that the education system perpetuates and legitimizes 

social inequality, due to the economic, political, ideological and pedagogical 

practices that permeate schools. 

 Family income: Financial stress on the parents can cause a child to leave school early to 

work. Worries about financial hardship at home can negatively affect low-income children’s 

ability to learn. 

 Tribal problem: Access to education is the biggest hindrance. Most of the tribal children 

drop out of school or are not sent to school as their integration is low in the society. 

 Extreme inequality and decision-making power: The children of the well-to-do attend elite 

well-resourced schools, with access to more than enough support at home. They have no 

problems in learning. 

o But the vast majority of children in our unequal country go to schools that might as 

well be on a different planet. 

o Thus, the well-off, who control or influence the levers of power, have no personal 

stake in nor any exposure to the reality of most Indian lives. 

Way Forward 

 Since education is a concurrent subject (both the Centre and the state governments can 

make laws on it), the reforms proposed can only be implemented collaboratively by the 

Centre and the states. 

 Thus, the Centre has the giant task of building a consensus on the many ambitious plans. 

 There is a need to strive Towards Universalisation of Education. Also, creation of ‘inclusion 

funds’ to help socially and educationally disadvantaged children pursue education. 

Conclusion : Improvement in education requires continuity of direction and action. Most educational 

interventions would take 10 -15 years before they show any sign of real success. However, our 

governance culture is such that the priorities and directions are changed rapidly. Education, which is 

a matter of inter-generational change, just can’t improve with this kind of instability that prevails. 

  

Value addition 

Measures being taken 

 Digital Gender Atlas for advancing Girls’ Education: This tool is developed by Department of 

School Education and Literacy with support from UNICEF. It will identify low performing 

geographic pockets for girls, especially from marginalized groups such as scheduled caste 

and scheduled tribes. 

 ‘Adarsh’ integrated school system of Rajasthan is an example of a school complex 

system. Here one school provides classes from l to XII under one principal. There is one such 

school in every gram panchayat. 
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 Economic Survey 2018-19 opines that BBBP(Beti Bachao Beti Padhao) has been a success 

and propose to extend the cause of Gender equality by coining the slogan of BADLAV (Beti 

Aapki Dhan Lakshmi Aur Vijay-Lakshmi) to enhance the contribution of women in the 

workforce and the economy. 

 Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat: Nationwide sub-program of SSA to improve comprehensive 

early reading, writing and early mathematics program for children in Classes I and II. 

 Teacher Competency: In line with this, MHRD and the National Council for Teacher Education 

launched the National Teacher Platform or Diksha in 2017. It is a one-stop solution to 

address teacher competency gaps. 

 Increasing focus on early childhood education as per the draft New Education Policy (under 

Chairmanship of Kasturirangan). 

The persistent practice of manual scavenging in India is a stark reminder of the deep-

seated social and economic inequalities. Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the persistent practise of manual scavenging despite being banned and steps needed 
to stop it. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
First, write about reasons for lack of effective implementation of the laws to prevent the practice of 
manual scavenging – lack of alternative livelihood opportunities for affected communities, political 
will, resources, and capacity-building of government agencies. 
Next, write about the steps we can take in this regard – multi-pronged approach that addresses the 
root causes of the problem, provides alternative livelihood opportunities, ensures effective 
implementation of laws and policies, and promotes public awareness campaigns to change societal 
attitudes etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
Introduction 

Manual scavenging refers to the unsafe and manual removal of raw (fresh and untreated) human 

excreta from buckets or other containers that are used as toilets or from the pits of simple pit 

latrines. 

Indian government is preparing to declare India “manual scavenging-free” by August. However, 

there are still 246 districts that have not yet self-declared themselves as free from manual 

scavenging. From March 22 to April 26, 2023, as many as eight people died while cleaning sewers in 

various parts of the Gujarat, raising concerns about the continuing deaths of manual scavengers 

despite the fact that the practice has been declared illegal across the country. 
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Body 

Government interventions 

 The Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act, 

1993and employment of manual scavengers was declared unlawful. 

 National Commission for Safai Karamchariswas constituted under the National Commission 

for Safai Karamcharis Act, 1993, to monitor and recommend specific programs. 

 Nationalaction plan for the total eradication of manual scavenging by 2007. 

 Self-Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers initiated to provide 

training, loans, and subsidies for alternate occupations in 2007. 

 Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and Their Rehabilitation, Act, 2013. 

 In 2014, the Supreme Court ruled in Safai Karamchari Andolan v. Union of Indiathat 

“entering sewer lines without safety gears should be made a crime even in emergency 

situations,” and ordered for compensation in cases of death of the worker. 

 The Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan (NBA) was replaced by Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (SBA)in 2014. 

 Ministry for Social Justice and Empowerment announced the Draft National Action Plan 

Framework ‘to eliminate inhuman practicesby 15th August 2022’ and counted sewage 

cleaning as one such practice. 

Reasons for lack of effective implementation of the law 

 Prohibition and Employment of Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 

2013– fails to explain what qualifies as “appropriate safety gear”. 

o It does not mention health as a component of rehabilitationand provides a meagre 

amount of money to the worker in the name of assistance for alternative 

occupations, which most manual scavengers remain unaware  

o Nothing in the act mentions provisions related to the death of manual scavengers. 

 Municipalities choose the compensation routeas they mostly outsource the unsanitary 

sanitation work. 

 Toilets that were built under SBM are dependent on water and a lot of parts of India are not 

connected by the sewage system. Also, Septic tanks have engineering defectswhich means 

that after a point, a machine cannot clean it. 

 Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has remained elusive of the health problems of 

manual scavengers even though the National Health Policy (2017) calls for action on social 

determinants of health. 

Reasons for the Prevalence of Manual Scavenging in India 

 Delayed Implementation– Manual scavenging was banned 25 years ago but it continues to 

find practitioners. 
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 Insanitary Latrines– According to Safai Karmachari Andolan, the occupation persists mainly 

because of the continued presence of insanitary latrines. There are about 2.6 million 

insanitary latrines (dry toilets) that require cleaning by hand. 

 Caste-based notions of stigma and deployment of Dalit workers in these occupations in 

modern contexts reinforces manual scavenging in India. 

 The policymakers’ have a fragmented and a target driven approach(counting numbers of 

toilets, length of sewerage, etc.,) to sanitation. 

 Privatization of waste management and acute contractualisationof sanitation work has 

made fixing legal responsibility and identification of the guilty much more difficult. 

 Gender-based occupation– Manual scavenging is not only a caste-based but also a gender-

based occupation with 90 percent of them being women. Households with dry latrines 

prefer women to clean the excreta instead of men as they are located inside the house. 

 Inadequate Funding  

Way-Forward 

 Adopting technology to end manual scavenging– It is not going to be possible to eliminate 

manual scavenging unless we create the right technologies. 

o Hyderabad Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Boardis using 70 mini jetting 

machines that can access narrow lanes and smaller colonies to clear the choked 

sewer pipes. 

o In Thiruvananthapuram, a group of engineers has designed a spider-shaped robot 

that cleans manholes and sewers with precision. 

 Proper awareness and sensitization of the authorities: It is essential that the authorities are 

sensitized to recognize the intensity of the issue and see the system as dehumanizing and 

unconstitutional. 

 Sensitising Women through a nationwide march to make them aware of their right to live 

with dignity and assure them of ‘sustainable freedom’, by providing an alternative livelihood 

option. 

 That the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 

2013 and the Supreme Court’s judgment of 2014 should be duly implemented and applied 

in all cases of sewer/septic tank deaths. 

 Target driven approach to measure the success of the sanitation policy 

 The underlying caste-based attitude to sanitation work and workers should be identified and 

strong action taken against it. 

Conclusion 

To eradicate the profession of manual scavenging, it is important to provide these people 

with alternate professions. The government could start by giving specific training for vocations like 

plumbing, gardening etc to those involved in manual scavenging. 
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Urbanization, their problems and their remedies.  

India’s steady decline in freshwater resources presents a significant challenge for urban 

centres. However, treated and reused wastewater can serve as a highly valuable 

resource, mitigating pressure on existing freshwater resources and enhancing the 

quality of rivers and aquifers. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Print , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
A prolonged and record-breaking heatwave has led to a water crisis in Delhi, forcing authorities to 
crack down on water wastage and impose fines. This is not the first Indian city this year to face water 
scarcity; Bengaluru and Pune have already borne the brunt of it. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the measures needed to overcome water stress in the country and role of treated and 
reused wastewater in the above. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining and giving the status of water stress in India. Cite a statistic of show the level of 
water stress in the country, 
Body: 
First, write about the impact of water stress on the quantitative as well as qualitative aspect of fresh 
water and how it will impact us. 
Next, write about role of treated and reused wastewater – reduces pressure on freshwater sources, 
improves river and aquifer quality, and brings economic and environmental benefits. 
Next, write about the limitations of treated and reused wastewater – nfrastructure development, 
public acceptance, and technical considerations etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
Introduction 

India, with 18% of the world’s population, faces significant water stress due to limited water 

resources. Only 4% of the world’s freshwater is available within its borders. The country heavily 

relies on an erratic monsoon for water supply, exacerbating the challenge. Climate change further 

strains water resources, leading to more frequent floods and droughts. 

A prolonged and record-breaking heatwave has led to a water crisis in Delhi, forcing authorities to 

crack down on water wastage and impose fines. This is not the first Indian city this year to face water 

scarcity; Bengaluru and Pune have already borne the brunt of it. 

Body 

Impact of Water Stress: 

 Quantitative Impact: 

o Depletion of freshwater sources due to overexploitation affects availability for 

agriculture, industry, and domestic use. 

o Groundwater levels decline, impacting irrigation and rural water supply. 
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 Qualitative Impact: 

o Water stress leads to poor water quality, affecting human health and ecosystems. 

o Pollutants from untreated wastewater degrade water quality, making it unsafe for 

consumption. 

Role of Treated and Reused Wastewater: 

 Pressure Reduction on Freshwater Sources: 

o Treated wastewater can replace freshwater for non-potable purposes like 

agriculture, irrigation, and industrial processes. 

o It reduces the strain on rivers, lakes, and aquifers, preserving these vital resources. 

 Improved River and Aquifer Quality: 

o Properly treated wastewater can enhance soil fertility and replenish aquifers. 

o Nutrients in treated wastewater benefit crops, improving agricultural productivity. 

o Reusing wastewater reduces pollution load in rivers and prevents contamination. 

 Economic and Environmental Benefits: 

o Cost-effective: Using treated wastewater reduces the need for expensive freshwater 

supply infrastructure. 

o Environmental conservation: Reuse minimizes the environmental impact of 

wastewater discharge. 

Limitations of Treated and Reused Wastewater: 

 Infrastructure Development: 

o Establishing treatment plants and distribution networks requires substantial 

investment. 

o Maintenance and operation costs are ongoing challenges. 

 Public Acceptance: 

o Overcoming social stigma associated with wastewater reuse is crucial. 

o Public awareness campaigns are necessary to promote acceptance. 

 Technical Considerations: 

o Ensuring proper treatment to meet quality standards is essential. 

o Balancing nutrient content (e.g., nitrogen and phosphorus) to prevent soil 

degradation. 

o Addressing potential health risks from pathogens and contaminants. 

Way Forward: 

 Integrated Approach: 
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o Combine treated wastewater with rainwater harvesting and efficient irrigation 

techniques. 

o Encourage decentralized wastewater treatment systems. 

 Policy and Regulation: 

o Strengthen regulations for wastewater treatment and reuse. 

o Incentivize industries and agriculture to adopt sustainable practices. 

 Community Participation: 

o Involve local communities in water management and decision-making. 

o Educate farmers and consumers about the benefits of treated wastewater. 

 Research and Innovation: 

o Invest in research to improve treatment technologies and address limitations. 

o Explore innovative solutions for safe and efficient wastewater reuse. 

Conclusion 

Addressing water stress in India requires a holistic approach, involving technology, policy, and 

community engagement. By embracing treated wastewater as a valuable resource, we can mitigate 

water scarcity and build a sustainable future 

Salient features of world’s physical geography. 

The formation of global wind belts is influenced by several interrelated factors that 

contribute to the movement of air around the planet. Discuss.  (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about factors affecting horizontal movement of air, causes behind wind belts and their 
distribution. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context regarding wind belts. 
Body: 
First, draw a neat labelled diagram showing the global distribution of various wind belts and explain 
each belt in detail. The three major global wind belts are polar easterlies, westerlies, and trade 
winds. 
Next, explain the factors that lead to the development of pressures belts – Atmospheric Pressure 
Gradient, Coriolis Effect, Frictional Force etc, Earth’s revolution, Seasonal variations. 
Conclusion: 
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Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

The distribution of atmospheric pressure across the latitudes is termed global horizontal distribution 

of pressure. Its main feature is its zonal character known as pressure belts. All air movements have 

their roots in pressure differentials in the atmosphere, called pressure gradients. Systematic 

differences in the Earth’s land temperature affect air pressure, and significant patterns of pressure 

that persist over time are called pressure belts, or wind belts. Wind belts depend on temperature, so 

temperature changes can move the belts and also change wind patterns. 

Body 

The horizontal distribution of air pressure across the latitudes is characterized by high or low-

pressure belts. 

 

The factors responsible for development of pressure belts: 

 Thermal Factors 

o When air is heated, it expands and, hence, its density decreases. This naturally leads 

to low pressure. 

o On the contrary, cooling results in contraction. This increases the density and thus 

leads to high pressure. 
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o Formation of equatorial low and polar highs are examples of thermal lows and 

thermal highs, respectively. 

 Dynamic Factors 

o Apart from variations of temperature, the formation of pressure belts may be 

explained by dynamic controls arising out of pressure gradient forces and rotation of 

the earth (Coriolis force). 

Conclusion 

The shifting of the pressure belts causes seasonal changes in the climate, especially between 

latitudes 30° and 40° in both hemispheres. The Monsoon climate is the result of the shifting of 

pressure and wind belts. 

Value addition 

These pressure belts are: 

 Equatorial Low-Pressure Belts 

o This low-pressure belt extends from 0 to 5° North and South of Equator. 

o Due to the vertical rays of the sun here, there is intense heating. 

o The air, therefore, expands and rises as convection current causing low pressure to 

develop here. 

o This low-pressure belt is also called as doldrums because it is a zone of total calm 

without any breeze. 

 Subtropical High-Pressure Belts 

o At about 30°North and South of Equator lies the area where the ascending equatorial 

air currents descend. 

o This area is thus an area of high pressure. It is also called as the Horse latitude. 

Winds always blow from high pressure to low pressure. 

o So, the winds from subtropical region blow towards the Equator as Trade winds and 

another wind blow towards Sub-Polar Low-Pressure as Westerlies. 

 Circum-Polar Low-Pressure Belts 

o These belts located between 60° and 70° in each hemisphere are known as Circum-

Polar Low-Pressure Belts. 

o In the Subtropical region, the descending air gets divided into two parts. 

o One-part blows towards the Equatorial Low-Pressure Belt. The other part blows 

towards the Circum-Polar Low-Pressure Belt. 

o This zone is marked by the ascent of warm Subtropical air over cold polar air blowing 

from poles. Due to the earth’s rotation, the winds surrounding the Polar region blow 

towards the Equator. 
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o Centrifugal forces operating in this region create the low-pressure belt appropriately 

called the Circumpolar Low-Pressure Belt. 

o This region is marked by violent storms in winter. 

 Polar High-Pressure Areas 

o At the North and South Poles, between 70° to 90° North and South, the temperatures 

are always extremely low. 

o The cold descending air gives rise to high pressures over the Poles. These areas of 

Polar high pressure are known as the Polar Highs. 

o These regions are characterized by permanent Ice Caps. 

 

Changes in climate patterns like El Nino-Southern Oscillation, Indian Ocean Dipole can 

make air pollution worse. Examine. (150 words). 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Down to Earth 
Why the question: 
The study by researchers from Nanyang Technological University in Singapore highlighted the role of 
climate variability phenomena like El Nino-Southern Oscillation, Indian Ocean Dipole and North 
Atlantic Oscillation in exacerbating PM2.5 pollution levels. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the links between climate patterns like El Nino-Southern Oscillation, Indian Ocean 
Dipole and Air pollution. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the links between climate patterns like El Nino-Southern Oscillation, 
Indian Ocean Dipole and Air pollution – can cause droughts and wildfires, increasing particulate 
matter and trapping pollutants due to temperature inversions, while reducing rainfall limits the 
natural cleansing of the atmosphere etc. Cite examples. 
Next, write about the impact of the above and measures that are needed to overcome the above. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
Introduction 

The effects of climate change and the environment on human health are not lesser than those of 

genomics and lifestyle patterns and they have been increasing over the past decades. The study by 

researchers from Nanyang Technological University in Singapore highlighted the role of climate 

variability phenomena like El Nino-Southern Oscillation, Indian Ocean Dipole and North Atlantic 

Oscillation in exacerbating PM2.5 pollution levels. 

Body 

El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) 
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 El Niño: 

o El Niño is a climate phenomenon characterized by the warming of sea surface 

temperatures in the central and eastern tropical Pacific Ocean. 

o It disrupts global weather patterns, leading to extreme events such as droughts, 

floods, and storms. 

o During El Niño, regions like Australia experience reduced rainfall, affecting 

agriculture and water availability. 

 La Niña: 

o La Niña is the opposite phase of El Niño, characterized by cooler sea surface 

temperatures in the same region. 

o It often leads to increased rainfall in some areas, causing flooding and landslides. 

Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) 

 Positive IOD (pIOD): 

o A positive IOD occurs when the western Indian Ocean becomes warmer than the 

eastern Indian Ocean. 

o It influences monsoon patterns, affecting rainfall distribution over the Indian 

subcontinent. 

o During a positive IOD, regions like India may experience droughts due to reduced 

monsoon rainfall. 

Air Pollution 

 Wildfires and Particulate Matter: 

o Climate patterns can exacerbate wildfires. For example: 

 El Niño conditions can lead to drier vegetation, increasing the risk of 

wildfires. 

 Smoke from wildfires releases fine particulate matter (PM2.5), which poses 

health risks. 

o Temperature inversions trap pollutants close to the ground, worsening air quality. 

 Reduced Rainfall and Atmospheric Cleansing: 

o Decreased rainfall limits the natural cleansing of the atmosphere. 

o Rainfall helps remove pollutants from the air, but reduced precipitation hinders this 

process. 

Impact: 

 Health Implications: 

o Air pollution from wildfires and particulate matter affects respiratory health. 
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o Vulnerable populations, such as children and the elderly, suffer the most. 

 Economic Losses: 

o Droughts impact agriculture, leading to crop failures and economic losses. 

o Wildfires damage ecosystems, property, and infrastructure. 

Measures needed for mitigation 

 Air Quality Management: 

o Implement strict emission controls for industries, vehicles, and power plants. 

o Monitor air quality and issue advisories during wildfire events. 

 Reforestation and Afforestation: 

o Trees absorb pollutants and mitigate climate impacts. 

o Reforesting fire-prone areas can reduce wildfire risk. 

 Water Conservation and Harvesting: 

o Efficient water management can mitigate drought effects. 

o Promote rainwater harvesting and sustainable water use. 

 Climate-Resilient Agriculture: 

o Develop drought-resistant crop varieties. 

o Promote climate-smart farming practices. 

Way Forward 

 Integrated Approaches: 

o Collaborate across sectors (climate, health, agriculture) for holistic solutions. 

o Address both climate patterns and air pollution simultaneously. 

 Public Awareness: 

o Educate communities about climate resilience and pollution reduction. 

o Encourage individual actions to reduce emissions. 

Conclusion 

Tackling the complex interplay between climate patterns, air pollution, and their impact requires 

concerted efforts at local, national, and global levels. 
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Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and 

the Indian sub-continent 

The current status of water bodies in India is alarming. Fresh water bodies are facing 

significant challenges due to various anthropogenic and natural factors. Examine. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the present status of water bodies, major issues affecting their distribution and 
utilisation. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by giving context of water resources. Cite statistics. 
Body: 
First, write about the current status of water resources – current status of water bodies in India, 
including rivers, lakes, ponds, wetlands, and groundwater resources etc. 
Next, write about the various issues in the above – including encroachment and destruction due to 
urbanization and industrialization, pollution, climate change, and inadequate water management 
policies. 
Next, write about the steps that must be taken in order to overcome the above issues. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward.  
Introduction 

India faces severe water scarcity despite being home to 18% of the world’s 

population. Paradoxically, it possesses only 4% of the global water resources. The annual utilizable 

surface water and groundwater resources are estimated at 690 billion cubic meters (BCM) and 431 

BCM, respectively. Over the last two decades, per capita water availability has declined by almost 

20%, and it is projected to decrease further by 20% by 2050. 

Body 

Challenges and Issues: 

 Urbanization and Industrialization: 

o Rapid urbanization and industrial growth lead to increased pollution of water 

bodies, rendering them unfit for consumption. 

o Encroachment on water bodies exacerbates the problem. 

 Groundwater Depletion: 

o Overexploitation of groundwater for irrigation and domestic use has led to its 

depletion. 
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o Tubewell irrigation practices, especially in states like Punjab, contribute to falling 

water tables. 

 Climate Change Impact: 

o Erratic monsoons due to climate change affect water availability. 

o Increased frequency and intensity of floods and droughts add pressure to water 

resources. 

 Inefficient Water Management: 

o Lack of effective water management policies and infrastructure. 

o Inadequate rainwater harvesting and mismanagement of water resources. 

 Pollution: 

o Water pollution from industrial effluents, agricultural runoff, and untreated sewage 

affects both surface water and groundwater quality. 

Steps to Overcome Water Challenges: 

 Community-Led Groundwater Management: 

o Programs like the Atal Bhujal Yojana engage communities in understanding water 

availability and usage patterns. 

o Villagers learn to budget their water use, promoting sustainable practices. 

 Innovative Schemes: 

o In Punjab, the “Paani Bachao, Paisa Kamao” scheme incentivizes farmers to reduce 

groundwater usage. 

o Cash incentives for electricity savings during irrigation have resulted in water savings 

without affecting crop yield. 

 Rainwater Harvesting and Efficient Irrigation: 

o Promote rainwater harvesting techniques to recharge groundwater. 

o Educate farmers about efficient irrigation methods (e.g., drip irrigation) to conserve 

water. 

 Modern Sanitation Policies: 

o Develop sanitation practices that conserve and wisely utilize water resources. 

o Address both urban and rural sanitation needs. 

Way Forward: 

India must adopt an integrated approach: 

 Policy Reforms: Strengthen water governance, enforce regulations, and invest in 

infrastructure. 
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 Awareness and Education: Educate communities about water conservation and sustainable 

practices. 

 Research and Innovation: Invest in technology for efficient water use and pollution control. 

 Collaboration: Involve stakeholders, NGOs, and international organizations to address water 

challenges. 

Conclusion 

Safeguarding India’s water resources requires collective efforts, innovative solutions, and a 

commitment to sustainable practices. 

Geographical features and their location-changes in critical geographical features 

(including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of 

such changes. 

Temporary global warming surpassing 2°C could lead to severe long-term impacts on 

marine ecosystems. Analyse. (150 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the potential long-term effects of temporary global warming surpassing 2°C on 
marine ecosystems and species. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
First, write about how elevated temperatures can disrupt ocean ecosystems by impacting coral reefs, 
marine biodiversity, and food chains. Describe the acidification of seawater and its effects on marine 
life, including shellfish and corals. 
Next, write about even temporary warming can have long-lasting consequences, and these changes 
may persist for centuries. Highlight the importance of understanding the cumulative effects on future 
generations. 
Next, measures that are needed to reverse the above. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
Introduction 

There is growing consensus that our planet is likely to pass the 1.5°C warming threshold. Research 

even suggests global warming will temporarily exceed the 2°C threshold, if atmospheric carbon 

dioxide (CO₂) peaks at levels beyond what was anticipated. 

Exceeding our emissions targets is known as a climate overshoot. It may lead to changes that won’t 

be reversible in our lifetime. These changes include sea-level rise, less functional ecosystems, 
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higher risks of species extinction, and glacier and permafrost loss. We are already seeing many of 

these changes. 

Body 

Potential long-term consequences of temperature exceeding 2°C 

 Ocean Acidification: Increased levels of carbon dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere lead to 

higher levels of CO2 being absorbed by the oceans. This causes the water to become more 

acidic, which can harm marine organisms with calcium carbonate shells or skeletons, such 

as corals, mollusks, and some plankton species. This disrupts the entire food chain, 

affecting everything from small zooplankton to larger predators. 

 Coral Bleaching: Warmer ocean temperatures can cause corals to expel the colorful algae 

(zooxanthellae) that live within their tissues. This bleaching weakens corals and makes them 

more susceptible to disease. If the bleaching events are severe or prolonged, entire coral 

reef ecosystems can collapse. 

 Loss of Biodiversity: Higher temperatures and changes in ocean chemistry can disrupt the 

distribution and behavior of marine species. Some species may be able to adapt or migrate, 

but others, particularly those in more vulnerable or specialized habitats, may face 

extinction. This can lead to a loss of biodiversity and disrupt the balance of marine 

ecosystems. 

 Altered Marine Habitats: Rising temperatures can lead to shifts in the distribution and 

productivity of key habitats like kelp forests, seagrass meadows, and mangrove swamps. 

These changes can affect the species that rely on these habitats for food, shelter, and 

reproduction. 

 Impact on Fisheries: Changes in ocean temperatures and chemistry can alter the distribution 

and abundance of commercially important fish species. This can have significant economic 

impacts on fishing communities and industries that rely on a stable and predictable marine 

environment. 

 Rising Sea Levels: Global warming contributes to thermal expansion of seawater and the 

melting of polar ice caps and glaciers. This leads to rising sea levels, which can inundate 

coastal habitats, disrupt nesting sites for sea turtles and shorebirds, and increase coastal 

erosion. 

 Disruption of Ocean Circulation Patterns: Changes in temperature can alter ocean 

circulation patterns, potentially disrupting crucial currents like the Gulf Stream. This can 

have far-reaching effects on weather patterns and marine ecosystems around the world. 

 Intensified Storms and Extreme Events: Warmer oceans can fuel more powerful tropical 

storms and hurricanes, causing damage to coastal habitats and communities. These events 

can also disrupt the distribution and behavior of marine species. 

 Food Security: Many human populations around the world rely on fish and other seafood as 

a primary source of protein. Disruptions to marine ecosystems can threaten food security for 

millions of people, particularly in developing coastal regions. 

 Economic Impacts: The health of ocean ecosystems is closely tied to the global economy. 

Industries like tourism, shipping, and fisheries rely on stable and healthy marine 
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environments. Disruptions to these ecosystems can lead to economic losses and increased 

costs for adaptation and mitigation efforts. 

Irreversible long term impact 

 Impaired Climate Regulation: Healthy oceans play a crucial role in regulating the Earth’s 

climate. They absorb large amounts of CO2 and heat, helping to stabilize global 

temperatures. Irreversible damage to marine ecosystems can weaken this capacity, making 

it even more challenging to mitigate the impacts of climate change. 

 Legacy of Environmental Debt: Future generations may inherit a world with an 

environmental debt that cannot be easily repaid. They may face the burden of dealing with 

the consequences of past actions, with limited ability to reverse or mitigate the damage that 

has been done. 

 Limited Adaptation Options: Irreversible damage to marine ecosystems can reduce the 

capacity for adaptation to future environmental changes. This may limit the options 

available to future generations in responding to ongoing challenges related to climate 

change and other environmental stressors. 

 Interconnected Global Impacts: The interconnectedness of the global environment means 

that irreversible damage to marine ecosystems can have ripple effects around the world. 

Future generations may have to contend with complex, transboundary issues that require 

coordinated international efforts to address. 

Conclusion 

Overall, the long-term consequences of temporary global warming exceeding 2°C on ocean 

ecosystems and marine life are a matter of concern for future generations because they have far-

reaching ecological, economic, and social implications. Addressing climate change and its impacts on 

the oceans is crucial for the well-being and sustainability of both marine and human communities. 

Indian geography will cover the salient features of India’s physical geography 

What makes the Himalayas the most significant geographical structure of India? Also, 

mention the major judgments passed by the Indian judiciary to safeguard this structure 

and foster development in the region. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Difficult 
Reference: TH, Insights 
Why the question: 
The Himalayas play a crucial role in India’s physical geography, climate, and biodiversity. Recent 
judicial actions aim to balance development needs with environmental protection in this fragile 
region. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To discuss the significance of the Himalayas in India’s geography and detail a major judicial judgment 
that aims to protect this structure while promoting sustainable development. 
Directive word: 
Mention – Briefly describe the significance of the Himalayas and outline the key points of the judicial 
judgment aimed at their protection and development. 
Structure of the answer: 
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Introduction: 
Introduce the Himalayas as a pivotal geographical structure in India, highlighting their importance. 
Body: 
Significance of the Himalayas: 
 
Climate Influence: Act as a barrier to cold winds from Central Asia, impacting India’s climate. 
Water Resources: Source of major rivers like the Ganges, Yamuna, and Brahmaputra. 
Biodiversity: Home to diverse flora and fauna. 
Cultural and Economic Importance: Influence on local cultures and contribution to tourism and 
agriculture. 
Geopolitical Significance: Strategic location and border security. 
Major Judgment by the Indian Judiciary: 
 
Judgment Overview: Highlight the key judgment aimed at protecting the Himalayas, such as the 
Supreme Court’s ruling in the State of Telangana vs. Mohd. Abdul Qasim or related cases. 
Key Provisions: Outline the judgment’s directives on sustainable development, conservation efforts, 
and restrictions on harmful activities. 
Impact on Development: Discuss how the judgment aims to balance environmental protection with 
developmental needs in the Himalayan region. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize the importance of the Himalayas and the role of the judiciary in safeguarding this crucial 
geographical structure while fostering sustainable development in the region. 
Introduction 

The Himalayan range is a transnational mountain chain and is the chief driver of the Asian 

climate. The Himalayas are the highest and the youngest fold mountain ranges of the world. Their 

geological structure is young, weak and flexible since the Himalayan uplift is an ongoing process, 

making them one of the highest earthquake-prone regions of the world. Himalaya stretching from 

J&K to the North -East of India has always been a physical, climatic, drainage and a cultural divide. 

Body 

 

Himalayas: A physical barrier: 

 Divides India from central Asia and thereby protected India from their direct attack through 

this route. 
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 Isolates Indian Sub-continent from the rest of Asia. 

Himalayas: A climatic divide: 

 The Himalayas, as a great climatic divide affecting large systems of air and water circulation, 

help determine meteorological conditions in the Indian subcontinent to the south and in the 

Central Asian highlands to the north. 

 By virtue of its location and stupendous height, the Great Himalaya Range obstructs the 

passage of cold continental air from the north into India in winter. 

 It also forces the south-westerly monsoon (rain-bearing) winds to give up most of their 

moisture before crossing the range northward. The result is heavy precipitation (both rain 

and snow) on the Indian side but arid conditions in Tibet. 

 Himalayas represent a long chain of mountains that separate India from rest of Asia making 

India a subcontinent with its own climatic features. During winters when freezing 

temperatures 

prevail in North Asia, Himalayas object these cold winds and thus preventing the Ganga 

plains from freezing leading to sustenance in agriculture. 

 Himalayas also obstruct the South West monsoon winds thus producing rains thus helps in 

maintaining the monsoon nature of our climate in North India. 

Himalayas:  A drainage divide: 

 The Himalayas are drained by 19 major rivers, of which the Indus and the Brahmaputra are 

the largest, each having catchment basins in the mountains of about 100,000 square miles 

(260,000 square km) in extent. 

 Five of the 19 rivers, with a total catchment area of about 51,000 square miles (132,000 

square km), belong to the Indus system—the Jhelum, the Chenab, the Ravi, the Beas, and 

the Sutlej—and collectively define the vast region divided between Punjab state 

in India and Punjab province in Pakistan. 

 Of the remaining rivers, nine belong to the Ganges system—the Ganges, Yamuna, 

Ramganga, Kali (Kali Gandak), Karnali, Rapti, Gandak, Baghmati, and Kosi rivers—draining 

roughly 84,000 square miles (218,000 square km) in the mountains, and three belong to 

the Brahmaputra system—the Tista, the Raidak, and the Manas—draining another 71,000 

square miles (184,000 square km) in the Himalayas. 

 The rivers that flow through India originate due to melting of glaciers in the upper reaches 

and maintained by rain in the lower reaches thus leading to many perennial rivers which are 

vital for agriculture. 

 Also a lot of rivers forms flood plains in the lower reaches and bring alluvium which is very 

productive. 

 The snow melt in summer and precipitation in winter makes them perennial rivers. i.e., 

having water throughout the year. The abundant waterfall, huge snowfield and large glaciers 

feed these drainage systems. The Himalayan rivers give life to the northern India. 

Himalayas: creating a cultural divide: 
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 Himalayas have three distinct chain of mountains, the upper Himalayas or 

himadri, Himachal or lesser Himalayas and Shiwaliks. 

 The Himadri which is very prominent in Kashmir region has many highest glaciers of the 

world leading to unique pattern of living. 

 In Uttarakhand, Siwaliks or dun formations caused some cultivation and transhumance of 

tribes like Bhutias. 

 In Sikkim and Darjeeling, the Duar formation and moderate slopes gave rise to tea 

cultivation here too tribes like Lepcha lead a unique way of life. 

 In North East Himalayas because of rain all around the year Tropical evergreen forests 

predominate which are cleared by the inhabiting tribes for Jhum cultivation. 

Major judgements to safeguard the Himalayas 

 State of Telangana and Others vs Mohd. Abdul Qasim (Died) Per Lrs 

o The Court said that the need of the hour is to adopt an eco-centric view of the 

environment, where nature is at the core. 

 Ashok Kumar Raghav vs Union of India and Ors., 

o In this PIL, the Supreme Court asked the central government and the petitioner to 

suggest a way forward so as to enable the Court to pass directions on the carrying 

capacity of the Himalayan States and towns. 

 Case of the Great Indian Bustard 

o the Court has recognised the right of the people of this country to be free from the 

adverse impacts of climate change. 

Conclusion 

Apart from the above, The Himalayas are also home to a diversity of medicinal resources. The 

Himalayas are also a source of many minerals and precious stones. It is also imperative from the 

perspectives of Flora, fauna, defence, pilgrimage and tourism too. 

Thus, The Himalayas comprise the most dominating geographical feature of India. No other 

mountain range anywhere in world has affected the life of people and shaped the destiny of a nation 

as the Himalayas have in respect of India. 

Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector 

industries in various parts of the world (including India). 

Industries and firms agglomerate to leverage cost efficiencies and enhance productivity 

through proximity to suppliers, customers, and infrastructure. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper – 1. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To bring out the reasons for agglomeration by industries and firms. 
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Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context. 
You must be defining key terms where ever appropriate, and substantiate with relevant associated 
facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin the answer by defining agglomeration industries. Cite few examples of Agglomeration 
Industries in India such as Diamond Agglomeration of Surat, Transportation Industry of Namakkal 
etc. 
Body: 
In the first part of the body, elaborate upon Agglomeration industries as drivers of economic growth. 
From improved access to market centers to from enhanced intra-industry linkages and inter-industry 
urbanization economies, which all enhances productivity. 
In the next part of the body, bring out in detail, the factors responsible for agglomeration of 
Industries such as Proximity to Customers and Suppliers, Labor Market Pooling, Intellectual or 
Technology Spillovers, Natural Advantages, facilities for the development, local trade of specialized 
inputs and better availability of public intermediate inputs tailored to the technical needs of the 
industry. Substantiate these with examples from India and across the world. 
Conclusion: 
Summarize the overall importance of agglomeration industries, especially in their role in urbanization 
and conclude the answer. 
Introduction 

Industries based on cheap, bulky and weight-losing material (ores) are located close to the sources 

of raw material such as steel, sugar, and cement industries. Many industries benefit from nearness 

to a leader-industry and other industries. These benefits are termed as agglomeration economies. 

Body 

Agglomeration Economies as drivers of Economic Growth: 

Agglomeration economies or external economies of scale refer to the benefits from concentrating 

output and housing in particular areas. If an area specializes in the production of a certain type of 

good, all firms can benefit from various factors such as: 

 Good supply networks 

 Supply of trained workers 

 Infrastructure built specifically for the industry 

 Good transport links. 

Due to agglomeration economies, people and firms often concentrate in particular areas. For 

example, people tend to move to cities where is there is a greater choice of jobs, social activities and 

specialist services 

Examples of Agglomeration Economies: 

Silicon Valley. IT setups tend to cluster in similar regions, such as Silicon Valley California, and major 

cities, like London. The reason is that these areas attract highly skilled IT personnel and it is easier to 

recruit the right staff. Also, the support infrastructure will surround the areas. There will be a 

competitive market for designers, software engineers, and proof readers. 
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Chinese clothing manufacturers. China has seen a strong growth in manufacturing industries on the 

south-east coast. These areas have good transport links for exporting to the rest of the world. Also, 

the areas have attracted migrant flows from northern China, enabling wage costs to remain low 

Factors responsible for the agglomeration of manufacturing industries in India: 

 The most dominant factor of industrial location is the least cost. 

o Cost of obtaining raw materials at site: Manufacturing activity tends to locate at the 

most appropriate place where all the raw materials of production are either 

available or can be arranged at lower cost. 

o Cost of production at site: These are influenced by availability of labour, capital, 

power, etc. Thus industrial location is influenced by the costs of availability of these 

factors of production. 

o Cost of distribution of production: The distance of industry from market influence 

the transportation costs. Transportation costs influence the cost of distribution of 

production. 

 Raw materials 

o Indeed, the location of industrial enterprises is sometimes determined simply by 

location of the raw materials. 

o Finished product of one industry may well be the raw material of another. For 

example, pig iron, produced by smelting industry, serves as the raw material for 

steel making industry. 

 Power 

o Regular supply of power is a pre-requisite for the localization of industries. Coal, 

mineral oil and hydroelectricity are the three important conventional sources of 

power. 

o The iron and steel industry which mainly depends on large quantities of coking coal 

as source of power are frequently tied to coal fields. 

 Transport 

o Transport by land or water is necessary for the assembly of raw materials and for 

the marketing of the finished products. 

o The development of railways in India, connecting the port towns with hinterland 

determined the location of many industries around Kolkata, Mumbai and Chennai. 

 Market 

o The entire process of manufacturing is useless until the finished goods reach the 

market. Nearness to market is essential for quick disposal of manufactured goods. 

o It helps in reducing the transport cost and enables the consumer to get 

o Things at cheaper rates. 

 Water 
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o Water is another important requirement for industries. Many industries are 

established near rivers, canals and lakes, because of this reason. 

o Iron and steel industry, textile industries and chemical industries require large 

quantities of water, for their proper functioning. 

 Site 

o Site requirements for industrial development are of considerable significance. Sites, 

generally, should be flat and well served by adequate transport facilities. 

 Climate 

o Climate plays an important role in the establishment of industries at a place. 

o Harsh climate is not much suitable for the establishment of industries. There can be 

no industrial development in extremely hot, humid, dry or cold climate. 

 Capital 

o Modern industries are capital-intensive and require huge investments. Capitalists 

are available in urban centers. 

o Big cities like Mumbai, Kolkata, Delhi, and Chennai are big industrial centers, 

because the big capitalists live in these cities. 

o Additional capacities are being planned to be installed in all the major 

manufacturing units. 

 Government Policy 

o Government activity in planning the future distribution of industries, for reducing 

regional disparities, elimination of pollution of air and water and for avoiding their 

heavy clustering in big cities, has become no less an important locational factor. 

o A public procurement policy has been proposed incorporating technology along with 

common facility centers while the Khadi Mark steps has been launched to promote 

Micro Small and Medium Enterprises. 

 Banking Facilities 

o Establishment of industries involves daily exchange of crores of rupees which is 

possible through banking facilities only. So the areas with better banking facilities 

are better suited to the establishment of industries. 

 Insurance 

o There is a constant fear of damage to machine and man in industries for which 

insurance facilities are badly needed. 

Conclusion: 

Policies in the form of taxation concession, stable policy, cheaper land, administrative ease and good 

governance facilitates the development of Industrial clusters. In pursuance to this GOI passed the 

Special Economic Zones Act, in 2005. Further Government has established National Investment and 

Manufacturing Zones for increasing the manufacturing share in country’s GDP from 16 percent to 25 
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percent by 2022. Governments adopt ‘regional policies’ to promote ‘balanced’ economic 

development and hence set up industries in particular areas. 
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