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Bilateral Relations

1. Joint Economic and Trade Committee (JETCO)

The Union Cabindtas approved the signing of a protocol for the establishment diiat
Economic and Trade Committee (JETCO) between the Department of Commetcine
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic.

What is the Joint Economic and Tra@®mmittee (JETCO)?

The Joint Economic and Trade Committee (JETC®lagegial mechanisnestablished between
two countries to facilitateeconomic collaboration and trade relations

It serves as a platform faliscussions, information exchange, and cooperation betwebe
participating nations, aiming to strengthen economic ties, enhance trade and industry, and
address challenges in the export and import of goods and services.

Significance of the Agreement:
The protocol can alsgerve as a gateway to the larger Latin American and Caribbean markets
India imports gold from the Dominican Republic and exports pharmaceuticals, marine products,
motor vehicles, two andthre¢ KSSt SNAXZ SiO0O® ¢KS | INBSYSyid| gAftf 3RO

India has Joint Economic and Trade Committee (JETCO) agreements with various countries,
including theUnited Kingdom Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, South Korea,
Canada, Mauritius, and Oman

2. IndiaJapan Relations

India-Japan Examples
Shared Values Democracy, Freedom, and Rule of Law
Defence and India and Japan Vision 202%/ork together for peace and prosperity i
Security the IndoPacific region and the world
Cooperation Relationship elevatetb Special Strategic and Global Partnership
(2014)
"2+2" Dialogue

Inclusive and Rulbased International order in IndBacific

FOIP(Free and Open IndPacific).

Acquisition and CrosServicing Agreement with India

Military exercises Dharma Guardian (army), Veer Guardian (Air For(
MILAN, JIMEX (Navy), and Malabar

Strengthening Japan supportstrategicconnectivity linking South Asia to Southeast
LY RAI Q& !| Asiathrough synergy between thact East" policyand"Partnership
Policy for Quality Infrastructure."

Economic Japanese help duringy RA I Qa . £ yOS 2i#1991l
Cooperation Bilateral tradeover US $20 billion (2022)

Japan was thdth largest investorin India in FY2020.
Industries Competitiveness Partnership
Comprehensive and Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) sinc

2011
Culture Buddhism
Healthcare Narrative of AHWIN WI LJ- yQa o F2NJ !  } {l a! b
Investment and India has been th&argest recipient of Japanese Official Development
ODA Assistancd ODA) Loan for decades (e.g., Delhi Metro, Western

Dedicated Freight Corridor, Hgpeed Railways).
GlobalPartnership | Both are members of G4, Asédrica Growth Corridor, Supply chain
resilience initiatives, and QUAD.
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moon).

Nuclear India-Japan Nuclear Deal 2014ill help India build six nuclear reactory

Cooperation in southern India.

Digital Cooperation in promoting joint projects for digital transformation (5G

Infrastructure Open RAN, Telecom Network Security, submarine cable systems,

Cooperation Quantum Communications).

IndiaMaldives Relations

_Historical

India and the Maldives share a historical connection. The Maldives became
independent in 1965, following British colonial rule.

Security Both countries engage in joint military exercises like “Ekuverin,” “Dosti,”

Partnership “Ekatha,” and “Operation Shield.” India plays a crucial role in providing training
opportunities for the Maldivian National Defence Force, fulfilling a significant
portion of their defense training requirements.

India’s Operation Cactus (1988) (Indian Armed Forces aided the Maldivian government in

Operation in | thwarting a coup attempt); Operation Neer (2014) (drinking water assistance to

Maldives address a water crisis); Operation Sanjeevani (essential medicines support against
COVID-19

Economic India is the Maldives' second-largest trading partner. Indian companies, such as

Cooperation | Afcons, are involved in projects like the Greater Male Connectivity Project
(GMCP), emphasizing economic cooperation between the two nations.

Infrastructure | Indian credit lines support infrastructure development in the Maldives, as seen in

Projects projects like the Hanimaadhoo International Airport Development. India also
inaugurated the National College for Policing and Law Enforcement (NCPLE) in
2022.

Grant India provides grant assistance, including 100 million Rufiyaa, for projects like the

Assistance High Impact Community Development Project (HICDP) scheme in the Maldives,
highlighting financial support for community development.

Sports and Development of a sports complex in Gahdhoo and academic partnerships

Education between Maldives National University and Cochin University of Science and
Technology.

Rehabilitation | Indian assistance contributed to the construction of a drug detoxification and

Centre rehabilitation center in Addu, addressing critical healthcare needs in the
Maldives.

China Factor | The increasing strategic presence of China in the Maldives is a factor of concern
for India. The Maldives has gained significance in China's "String of Pearls"
construct in South Asia. The evolving dynamics of Sino-Indian relations add
complexity to this situation. Visit Insights IAS Daily Current Affiars

About Maldives:

1 Itis strategically located aftal sea lanesfacilitating < .y “\’\/ s
maritime trade between the Gulf gfden, the Gulf of PP L N
Hormuz, and the Strait of Malacca Mooty "

1 The physical geography includes coral reefs, atolls, an  Indian Goidhoo Al praie
large Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). i L A (*n:z:

1 Rising sea levels pose a threat to thisdgimg ok & S
archipelago, and it's separated from India's Minicoy by Maldives N"g,,,,i7 {/Mm“""
the EightDegree Channel. m"mm‘( ”VH

Atoll adhdhunmathee

4. Migration and Mobility Agreement o | :

The Union Cabinet, has granteg-post facto approvato T NI

the Migration and Mobility Agreement between India and ' © WorldAtlas.com 1>, Adda Atol

Italy.
1 The agreement aims tenhance peopldo-people contactspromote the mobility of

students, skilled workers, business people, and young professionals, and strengthen
cooperation on issues related to irreqular migration.
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Key provisions:

1 Grantingtemporary residence in Italy for up to 12 months to Indian studersiseking initial
professional experience after completing academic or vocational training.

1 Reserves quotas for neeeasonal and seasonal Indian workarader the existing labar
mobility pathways.

1 Cooperation ircombating irregular migration

The two countriesestablishedbolitical relations in 1947 and have celebrated 75 years of
diplomatic relations.

5. Innovation Handshake
India and the United Statebave officially launched th&8nnovation Handshakéagenda, a
collaborative effortaimed atdeepening bilateral ties in technology.
1 The 'Innovation Handshakésignals a commitment to strengthen tiséart-up ecosystem
and promote cooperation in Critical and Emerging Technologies
1 The conceptdeveloped under the USndia Commercial Dialogueaims toconnect dynamic
start-up ecosystems, address regulatory hurdles, and promote innovation and job growth

especially in emerging technologies.

The initiative focuses opriority sectors identified under theJSindia Initiative for Critical and
Emerging TechnologyGEY. The goal is tdoster a tech partnershiand open up opportunities
for collaboration while addressing challenges in these sectors

6. Qonsulate in Seattle

After seven years of planning, Indipensits sixth consulate in Seattléapart from Consulates in
Atlanta, Chicago, Houston, New York City and San Francisco), a major hub for technology
companies such as Microsoft, Amazon, Boeing, and more.

Embassy Vs Consulates:

An embassyepresents one country's government in another and is usually located in the hos
country's capital, with the ambassador as the head.

Consulatesare smaller offices typically located in major cities of the host country, focusing on
providing consular services to citizens (e.g., issuing visas and passports, aiding during emer
legal aid)living or travelling abroad.

7. Taiwanindia
Taiwan and India are discussing tiigng of tens of thousands of Indian workershrough
employment mobility agreemest

The agreement is aimed at sending Indian workefdlt@abour shortages in Taiwaand
addresses Taiwan's need for workers in sectors like manufacturing and agriculture due to its
aceing population.

A dmilar agreement has been signed with other countries such as

T LYRALI | YRYDEXNMNERDEAAPS a A INI GA DoyacilltajeR  a ?
mobility and employment opportunities between India and Germany.

1 Migration, Mobility Pact with Australia (MMPA) between India and Australia

Recently, Taiwan announced thpening ofits third representative office in Indiain Mumbai.
Despitenot having formal diplomatic relationslndia and Taiwahave made progress in various
domains such as economics, trade, and technology.

NOTES
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NOTES

8. IndiaJapan Fund (I1JF)

TheNational Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIRs partnered with the Japan Bank for

International Cooperation (JBIC)éstablish a $600 million Indidapan Fund (IJR)ith the

Government ofindia (Gol) and JBIC as primary investors.

1 This collaboration reflects significant joint effort between India and Japan in the field of
climate and environmental sustainability.

1 The IJF is NIIF's first bilateral fundith the Gol contributing 49% of the total fund, while
JBIC contributes the remaining 51%.

The primary focus of the Indizapan Fund is dnvestments in environmental sustainability and
low-carbon emission strategie Its objective is to becomepseferred partner for encouraging
increased Japanese investments in India.

About National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) (formed in 2015; Office: New Delhi)
It is agovernmentbackedCategoryll Alternate Investment Fundcreatedto offer longterm
financial support to India's infrastructure sector. The Indian government hol@¥@stake in
NIIF while the remaining shares are ownedtmth foreign and domestic investorDue to the
substantial government ownership, NIIF is often regardebhdis's quasisovereign wealth fund

9. IndiaSaudi Arabi&trategic Partnership Council (SPC)
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Saudi Arabia's Crown Prewantlychaired the first meeting
of the IndiaSaudi Arabi&trategic Partnership Council (SPC).

About Strategic Partnership Council:

9 This councilestablished in 2019%ims toenhance the relationship between the two
countriesand has two main pillarshe Committee on Political, Security, Social, and Culturs
Cooperationand theCommittee on Economy and Investments

1 These committeehave four levels of engagemenincludingsummit-level meetings,
ministerial-level discussions, senior officials' meetings, and joint working groups.

During their recent meeting, India and Saudi Arabia agteexkpedite the $56billion West
Coast refinery project and identified areas such as energy, defence, semiconductor, and space
for intensified cooperation.

West Coast Refinery Projeaims to seup Asia's largest refinerin Ratnagiri, Maharashtra. It &
trilateral project between ARAMCO (Saudi), ADNOC (UAE) and Iratiarpanies

10.IndiaSouth Korea partnership in Ind@acific

The Camp David summit between the United States, Japan, and South Korea offiepsea
opportunity for India to enhance its strategic partnershipith South Korea, particularly in the
Indo-Pacific

What isCamp David Sumn?it

Camp David summit is a series of meetings held at the Camp David presidential retreat in
Maryland, USA. It's where world leaders, meet and negotiate agreements with the USA. E.g|, The
USA, Israel and Egypt negotiated and eventually reache@aingp David Accords in 1978
leading to goeace treaty between the two countries in 1979.

What is thelndo-Pacifi®
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The IndePacific is &erm used to describe the region encompassing the Indian Ocaad the

western and central Pacific Ocean. It's significant fogetspolitical and economic importance,
with several countries, including India, China, and the United States, having strategic interests in
the region.

India-South Korea Relationship

Area of India-South Examples
Cooperation | Korea Status
Political Strong and | Regular high-level visits: E.g. 2+2 dialogue
Relations friendly Joint Commission Meetings: Coordinating India’s "Act East Policy’
2 with South Korea’s 'New Southern Policy'
I.I.I.'I.Ig Strategic Partnership (Upgraded to 'special strategic partnership’ in
l% 1 2015 with defence cooperation

2022 bilateral trade: Over USD 27 bn (Target: USD 50 bn by 2030)
India-South Korea Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) (2010)

'Korea Plus' initiative to promote Korean Investments in India (joint
ventures in electronics, automobiles, and shipbuilding)

Economic & | Growing
Commercial | trade ties

Qi

Energy Growing Civil Nuclear Energy Cooperation (2011)
@ energy
cooperation
Defence & Defence Joint military exercises - Defence equipment procurement
Security cooperation | South Korea's evolving strategic outlook and alignment with the
@ U.S., Japan, and Australia make it a valuable partner for India in
T advancing its interests in the Indo-Pacific.
Cultural Vibrant Buddhist Connection
Exchanges | cultural "SamgukYusa" text (13th CE) mentions a Princess from Ayodhya
%é@ exchanges marrying a Korean Prince in 48 AD
L Cultural festivals showcasing Indian and Korean arts and heritage
People-to- | Growing | Significant Korean ex-pat community in India
People Ties Growing Indian community in South Korea
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India and its neighbourhoemklations

1. Rejupave Technology at In@hina border

The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) plao€nhance the operational capacity of the defen
forces along théndo-China border in Arunachal Praded&ly using an indigenous technology
called 'Rejupave’

What is Rejupave?

Developed by CSiBentral Road Research Institute (CSHRI), Rejupave ib@-oil-based
asphalt modifier that reduces the heating requirement of bituminous mixasd preserves their
temperature during transit.

This technology addresses the challenges of constructing and maintlitunginous roads in
high-altitude areas during low and sulzero temperatures.

The BRO has successfully applied Rejupave atahd's highestSela road tunneand LDY Road
section near the China border in Arunachal Pradesh. The technology is developedRising a
based ecdfriendly product with 100% biooil

2. Free Movement Regime (FMR) with Myanmar
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has decided to scrap the Free Movement Regime (FMR) between
India and Myanmar.

What is FMR

1 FMR, implemented in 2018, the Free Movement Regime (EiR)its residents on both
sides of the 1,643 km Indiddyanmar borderto travel up to 16 km into each other's territory
without a visa.

1 This requires a border pass with epear validity, allowing a twaveek stay.

1 The border spans four statelstizoram, Manipur, Nagaland, and Arunachal Pradesh.

3. Gelephu Smartcity Project (Bhutan)

awtan'sKing has unveiled th&elephu Smartcity Proje¢ta mega international city near the
Indian border coverind,000 square kilometres

1 The project aims tereate an economic corridor connecting South Asia with Southeast As|a
via India's northeastern states, particularly Assam.

1 TheGelephu Special Administrative Region (SAR) will have different laws to attract foreign
investmentand include plans for an international airport.

1 The project involves amdia-Bhutanrailway line to Gelephuand aims to conneddhutan to
Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, and Singapore
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i < Bhutan King's visit to India: k} S
India-Bhutan Relation I .
Dimension Examples
Historical Indo-Bhutan Treaty of Peace and Friendship (1949) is the foundation of the India-

Bhutan relationship. India and Bhutan established formal diplomatic relations in
1968 based on the 1949 treaty (revised in 2007).

Strategic Bhutan serves as a buffer between India and China, safeguarding the Siliguri
Corridor (Chicken’s Neck). Doklam standoff (2017) highlights Bhutan's strategic
importance to India. Bhutan lacks formal diplomatic relations with China.
Economic India is Bhutan’s major trading partner, especially in electricity. It reached $ 1.42
Billion in 2021-22, accounting for 80% of Bhutan’s overall trade

Trade, Commerce, and Transit Agreement (2016) establishes a free trade regime
between them and allows Bhutan duty-free transit of goods to/from third
countries.

India supports Bhutan’s 13th Five-Year Plan, contributing 4500Cr for the 12th
Five-Year Plan.

Cultural and Buddhism is a significant cultural tie.

Educational India provides scholarships through programs like Nehru-Wangchuck
Scholarships and Ambassador’s Scholarship for Bhutanese students. India also
supports Bhutan's Gyalsung Project for skill development

Energy India has built three Hydroelectric Projects in Bhutan (Chhukha HEP, Kurichhu
HEP, and Tala HEP).

Mangdechhu, Punatsangchhu 1 and 2 Hydroelectric Power Projects are under
construction. Surplus power exported to India.

Regional Collaboration in regional forums such as BIMSTEC and SAARC.

Technological | Joint initiatives like the E-Library project and the India-Bhutan satellite.
Participation in India’s Vaccine Maitri Initiative. Launch of RuPay, and BHIM app

in Bhutan To know more Visit Insights
Environmental | India supports Bhutan's efforts to achieve carbon negativity. IAS Daily CA
Rail Link India and Bhutan collaborate on the Kokrajhar-Gelephu rail link project.

4. 30 Years of Indi€hina Border Peace and Tranquility Agreement (BPTA)
ThelndiaChinaBorder Peace and Tranquility Agreement (BPTA), signed in 1993, margett its
anniversary recentlyput its contested legacy reflects the fraying mechanisms built to maintain
peace on the Line of Actual Control (LAC)

India-China Border

The LAC separates Indiaantrolled

territory from Chinesecontrolled territory.

It is divided into three sectors:

1. Eastern Sector (Arunachal Pradesh an
Sikkim)

2. Middle Sector (Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh)

3. Western Sector (Ladakh)

INDIA-CHINA BORDER

LAC-520KM

WESTERN SECTOR -2176 KM

38,000 g km ] CHINA

TOTAL LENGTH - 4057 KM

MIDDLE SECTOR - 554KM |
N

EASTERNSECTOR - 1327 KM

NEPAL >

In the Eastern Sector

The alignment of th& AC is along thiglcMahon Line named afterSir Henry McMahon, foreign
secretary of British India. He drew tB80-km line as the border between British India and Tibet
(a part of the 1914 Shimla Convention Between Great Britain, China, and Tibet).
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China claims around 90,000 sq km of Arunachal Pradeste entire statet as its territory. It
calls the are@Zangnag Ay (G KS / KAy S&aS €Fy3dzZa 3S FyR YI {Sa NBLH
¢tAOSUE D

What is the IndiaChina Border Peace and Tranquility Agreement (BPTA)?

It was signed in 1993 tmaintain peace on the Line of Actual Control (LAEzommitted both
sides to respecting the status quo, reducing the risk of unplanned confrontations, and minimizing
military forces along the LAC.

Other Agreements:
1 The Agreement on Confidence Building Measures in the Military Fatohg the LAC:
o Itwas signed in 1996, and laid down pledges on-aggression, prior notification of
large troop movements, aneixchange of maps to resolve disagreements over the
LAC.

1 The Border Defence Gaperation Agreementit was signed in 2013 following the Depsang
Valley incident.

5. 'Operation Karuna' (Myanmar)
'Operation Karuna' (Myanmar)

INSIGHTSIAS
[iaemmeatronnrwn:l

Context: India has initiated 'Operation Karuna' to aid Myanmar in the aftermath of Cyclone
Mocha. Three Indian Navy ships, carrying essential relief materials, have reached Yangon,
with a fourth ship expected to arrive soon.

Why Bangladesh and Myanmar are Cyclone Mocha caused “VL‘:7
often struck by tropical cyclone? widespread devastatiow
in Bangladesh and
Bangladesh and Myanmar are Myanmar, with hundreds
situated in the path of the North reported dead
Indian Ocean tropical cyclone basin ;I

©Q_

making them vulnerable to cyclonic
storms originating from the warm Pathof Cyeions Mocha
waters of the Bay of Bengal.
The Bay of Bengal is known for its high sea surface temperatures, which provide the
necessary energy for the intensification of tropical cyclones.

Other Operations by India:

Operation Name Year Reason for Evacuation
Operation Ajay 2023 | To evacuate its citizens from conflict-stricken Israel
Operation Dost 2023 | Evacuation during Turkey-Syria earthquake
Operation Ganga 2022 | Tensions between Russia and Ukraine
Operation Vande Bharat 2020 | Covid-19 pandemic
Operation Samudra Setu 2020 | Covid-19 pandemic
Evacuation from Brussels 2016 | Terrorist strikes
Operation Raahat 2015 | Conflict in Yemen
Operation Maitri 2015 | Nepal earthquake
Operation Safe Homecoming 2011 | Conflict in Libya To know more Visit Insights
Operation Sukoon 2006 | Conflict in Lebanon ieihallyeh
1990 Kuwait Airlift 1990 | Invasion of Kuwait by Iraq
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Protocols / Conventions / Treaties / AgreemerfReports

1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights at 75
The UDHR, marking its 75th anniversary, remains a foundational document in the quest for global
human rights and dignity.

About the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR):

Aspect Description
Approval Date | December 10, 1948
Purpose To establish global frameworkguaranteeing the rights and freedoms of

individuals worldwide.

Key Features | Recognizemherent dignityas the foundation of freedom, justice, and
peace.

Declares human rights amiversal, applicable to all peoplesgardless of
location or identity.

Components Preamble and 30 articlesutlining fundamental rights and freedoms.
Covers civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights.

Drafting Chaired byEleanor Roosevelincluded members from eight countries,
Committee reflecting global diversity.

Participating Over 50 U.N. member countries contributed to the drafting including Ing
Countries

LY RA | Qa | Atvarious stages of drafting, India was representedibgsa Mehta, M.R.
Contribution Masani and Lakshmi Mengrwho made a series of substantive

contributions to the numerous articles that made up the UDHR

Hansa Mehta, also a memberloff RA I Q& / 2 V & {iis\cteditSdy’
with altering "All men are born free and equal” to "All human beings are
born free and equal'in Article 1 of the UDHR

Various UN agencies involved ihe protection of Human Rights:

Organization Description
OCHA (United Nations | Part of theUnited Nations SecretariatResponsible for
Office for the coordinating humanitarian actors in emergency response.
Coordination of Established in 1998 (HQ: Geney&rmerly the United Nations

Humanitarian Affairs) | Department of Humanitarian Affairshe nandate includes
mobilizing aid, sharing information, supporting humanitarian
efforts, and advocating for crisaffected communities.

UNRWA(United Established by th&JN General Assembly in 194BQ: Amman and
Nations Relief and in Gaza). Supporfalestinian refugees in five fields of operation.
Works Agency) The mission focuses on helping Palestinian refugees in Jordan,

Lebanon, Syridhe West Bank (including East Jerusalem), and tt
Gaza Strip. Funded primarily by voluntary contributions and
financial support (including about USD 5 million every yesorh
India). Defines Palestine refugees based on their place of reside
during the 1948 conflict

UNHCRUnited Nations| A global organizationnder the UN dedicatedo saving lives,
High Commissioner for| protecting the rights, and improving the future of refugees and
Refugees) forcibly displaced communitieEounded in 1950 (HQ: Geneva),
primarily to assist European refugees.
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UN Human Rights Aninter-governmental body within the UNsystem focused on
Council strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights
worldwide. Established 12006 (HQ: Genevadeplacing the former
United Nations Commission on Human Rigl@1CHRerves as
the Secretariat. Composed BN Member States, elected by the
UNGA based on equitable geographical distributidembers
serve forthree years with no immediate reslection after two
consecutive terms

2. Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe

NATO alliehavecondemned Russia's decision to withdraw from tAeeaty on Conventional

Armed Forces in Europe (CF&)rucial posCold War agreement that limited certapategories

of conventional armed forces.

1 Russia formally withdrew from the treatyblaming the United States for undermining post
Cold Warsecurity through the expansion of the NATO military alliance.

1 InresponseNATOannounced the suspension of the CFE Treaty's operatgiating that the
Russian move was part obaries of actions undermining Euitlantic security

TheTreaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe (GFSsigned in Paris and it was
negotiatedduring the final years of the Cold Warhe treaty's main objective was reduce the
possibility of a surprise armed attack in Europe.

The treatyestablished limits on conventional military equipment in Europfgom the Atlantic to
the Urals It also mandated the destruction of excess weaponry.
9 The CFE Treaty is often referred to as tberfierstone of European security

3. Indo-Pacific Economic FramewdREF)

India, the US, and 12 other members of theo-Pacific Economic Framewo(kPEFhave signed
asupply chain resilience agreemeaiming to reduce dependence on China and enhance the
manufacturing of essential goods within member nations.

What is a supply chain?
A supply chain is a network of organizationgeople, activities, information, and resources
involved in the creation and delivery of a product or service from the supplier to the customey.

Supply chain resilienaefers tothe capacity of a supply chain to adapt, recover, and withstand
disruptions ensuring continuity and stability in the face of challenges such as natural disasters,
economic fluctuations, or other unforeseen events.

Aim of the Agreement:

The agreement (pillar 11 of IPEF) amd®gFmembers aims tdortify global supply chainand
enhanceadaptability, stability, and sustainabilitylt becomes effective after implementation by
any of thefive member countries with monitoring and implementation overseen by tHeEF
Supply Chain Council.

About IPEF:

www.insightsonindia.com 13 InsightslAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/19/un-human-rights-council-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/10/19/un-human-rights-council-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/02/17/north-atlantic-treaty-organization-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/11/indo-pacific-economic-framework-ipef/#:~:text=The%20IPEF%3A,for%20other%20countries%20to%20join.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/11/indo-pacific-economic-framework-ipef/#:~:text=The%20IPEF%3A,for%20other%20countries%20to%20join.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/indo-pacific/supply-chain-resilience-initiative/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/indo-pacific/supply-chain-resilience-initiative/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/11/indo-pacific-economic-framework-ipef/#:~:text=The%20IPEF%3A,for%20other%20countries%20to%20join.

INSTAPT 202 EXCLUSIVENTERNATIONAL RELAT)ONS |

IPEF Dimensions

Details

About

IPEF is a US-led framework for 14 participating countries to solidify their
relationships and engage in crucial economic and trade matters that
concern the region.

Launch

Launched by US President Joe Biden in May 2022

Founding Members

United States, India, Australia, Brunei, Fiji, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea,
Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.

Significance

IPEF members represent 40% of the global GDP and 28% of the world’s
trade

Pillars of IPEF

Pillar I (Trade)

Enhancing economic engagement, trade agreements, and market access
among IPEF member countries.

Pillar Il (Supply
Chains)

Making supply chains more resilient, robust, and well-integrated through
crisis response measures, cooperation, logistics and connectivity, and
promotion of investments.

Pillar Il (Clean

Advancing cooperation on research, development, commercialization,

Economy) availability, and deployment of clean energy, regional hydrogen initiatives,
and climate-friendly technologies.

Pillar IV (Fair Strengthening implementation of effective anti-corruption and tax

Economy) measures to boost commerce, trade, and investment among IPEF

economies.

India's Participation

Joined Pillars Il to IV; Undecided on joining the trade pillar

Issues with IPEF

Dependence of participating countries on China, Centrality of SEA,
Potential non-starter, Taxation issues, Lack of common grounds for
countries

Reasons for India's
Participation

Being part of a multilateral forum, the Advantages of China

4. Resilient and Inclusive Supphain Enhancement (RISE) initiative

TheWorld Bank andlapan havelaunched the Resilient and Inclusive Suplyain
Enhancement (RISH)itiative in Morocco.

1 This initiative iglesigned to tackle the dual challenges of job creation and climate chamge
aidingemerging markets and developing countri@s expanding theicleanenergy product

manufacturing and increasing their participation in the minerals industry.

1 The initiative aims tatimulate economic growth and generate local employment
opportunities, ultimately contributing to poverty reduction

9 This collaborative effort emphasizes timeportance of international cooperation in
promoting economic growth in these countries while strengthening clean energy and critical
minerals supply chains

5. Vienna Convention

Visit Insights IAS Daily CA __|

TheVienna Convention omiplomatic Relationss a United Nations treatythat defines the rules

andregulations of diplomatic relations between countrie3 he treaty was adopted if961 by

the United Nations Conference on Diplomatic Intercourse and Immunities in Vienna, Austria

1 The treaty sets common principles and terms on lemantries must treat each other's
diplomatic representativeslt also defines therivileges that diplomats enjoy in other
countries.

The treaty provides a framework for:

i Establishingmaintaining, and terminating diplomatic relations

9 Ensuring friendly relations

1 Maintaining proper communication channels between countries
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6. Abraham Accords

Brokered by the USA, thigoraham Accor@2020) is anormalization agreemenbetweenthe
UAE and Isradb establishformal diplomatic relations. The accord was later joined

by Bahrain,Sudan,and Moroccoand in exchange Israel would suspend its plans to annex parts of
the occupied West Bank. With this accodhE becomes théhird Arab nationto recognize
Israelafter Egypt (in 1979) and Jordan (1994)

lo2dzi WbSg v!!5QY

Mohammed SolimanAn Egyptian scholar, was tfiest to propound the ideaof thed L y R 2
Abrahamic Accoréland its transregional implications to the west of India. The first meeting
between the foreign ministersf India, Israel, the United Arab Emirates, and the United States
being widely called aew QUAD or QUAD of the Middle Eastthe lines of the Braham Accord.

Significance of Abraham Accord for India:
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| 2yySOa @A O2dzy i NAS&as 6SySUesy3d LYRAFIYAD
LYRAFY RAF&ALERN}Y Ay GKS DdzZ ¥ OF
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7. Quad

The quadrilateral security dialoguecludes Japan, India, United States and Australia.
All four nations find a common ground of being the democratic nations and common intefests
of unhindered maritime trade and security.
Members share a vision of apen and free IndePacific Each is involved in development
and economic projects as well as in promoting maritime domain awareness and maritime
security.
UnlikeNATQ the Quaddoes not include provisions for collective defendastead choosing
to conduct joint military exercises as a show of unity and diplomatic cohesion.

Genesis
The grouping traces its genesis to 2004 when the four countries tage¢her to coordinate
relief operations in the aftermath of the tsunami.
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8.

It facilitatesInformation sharingandstandard settingon theconventional arms and dualise
goods and technology.

Other multi-lateral export Control Regime:
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It then met for the first time in 2007 on the sidelinestbé& Association of SouthEast Asian
Nations (ASEANpmMmMit.
The intention was to enhance maritime cooperation between the four nations.

Wassenaar Arrangement

India assume chairmanshipof the plenary of the Wassenaar Arrangement for a year on January
2023, just five years aftgoining the voluntary export control regimeéhat monitors transfers of
conventional weaponand dualuse goods.

NOTES

iQ 27F vzt

§ Zangger Committee (est971)F 2 NJ { SSLIA Y3 |  WédldNdd ;aSials. Ihdka s |
NOTa member of it.

1 Nuclear Suppliers W
sannsores. — INASSENAAr Arrangement
1975)for preventing
nuclear For exchange of information on transfers of conventional weapons and
NOTa member. 2 - i

1 Australia Group aar Arr (WA)
(est. 1985)o i e LT e
control the EEaritory of corkoaat
development of pons and dual ds and
Chemical and All the P;::'U;:;?:galjz members
biological weapons. o S
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ﬂ MiSSiIe TeChnOIOQy « India became I::?:lae:nnb\e“:‘:n 2017 (and has
Contr0| Regime become its chairman for 1 year in 2023)

* Being a member means India is recognized
(MTCR) (eSt. 1987) to have dual use technology 7
To prevent the o of i WA e s baouis ' i,
proliferation of . _ memeer ot \ucisereuerers Sroues (50 o ot
missile and « Plenary meeting chair rotates annually §me ‘cA» po- v'enm «A C(
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vehicle technology Vs ey cateorderaiedions fz‘/ % G - B
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9. Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR)

1 Missile Technology Control Regime (MT@&) established in April987by G-7 countriesg
USA, UK, France, Germany, Canada, Italy, and Japan.

1 1In 1992, the focus of the regime extended to on pveliferation of missiles for the delivery
of all types of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), i.e., nuclear, chemical and biologica
weapons.

1 Itisnot a legallybinding treaty. It is an informal and voluntary partnership among
countriesto prevent the proliferation of missile and unmanned aerial vehicle technology
capable of carrying greater than 500 kg payload for more than 300 km.

1 The members are thus prohibited from supplying such missiles and UAV systems that ar
controlled by the MTCR to neamembers.

1 The decisions are taken by consensus of all the memb@tss is a nagireaty association of
member countries with certain guidelines about the information sharing, national control
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laws and export policies for missile systems and alvaked regulation mechanism to limit
the transfer of such critical technologies of these missile systems.
India was inducted into the Missile Technology Control Regime in 2016 as the 35th mem

10.United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

1

=A =

=a =

The Convention has created three new institutions on the international scene:
1.
2.
3.

Freedom of navigatiorfFON is aprinciple of customary international lawthat ships flying the
flag of anysovereign stateshall not suffer interference from other states, apart from the
exceptions provided for in international lawThis right is now also codified as Article 87(1)a of
the 1982United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCHG&) not authoriseother States to carry out in
the Exclusive Economic Zone and on the continental shelf, military exercises or manoeuvres

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 198%adsen ad_aw of the
Seadivides marine areas intiive main zones namelnternal Waters, Territorial Sea,
Contiguous Zone, Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and the High Seas.

It replacedthe four Geneva Conventions of April, 1958hich respectively concerned the
territorial sea and the contiguous zone, the continental shelf, the high seas, fishing and
conservation of living resources on the high seas.

The Convention has become the legal framework for marine and maritime activities.
UNCLOS is trenly international conventionwhich stipulates a framework for state
jurisdiction in maritime spaces. It providaglifferent legal status to different maritime
zones.

TheUnited Nations Convention on the Law of thea(UNCLOS) defines the rights and
responsibilities of nations with respect to their use of the world's oceans, establishing
guidelines for businesses, the environment, and the management of maaitueal
resources.

It provides the backbone for offshore governance by coastal states and those navigating
20Slyad LG y20G 2yte 12ySa O2radlf &adaras
aldldSaQ NRIKGA YR NBalLRyaAiroAtAdAasSa Ay
India ratified the UNCLOS in 1995

The United Nations has no direct operational role in the implementation of the
Convention.While the Secretargeneral of the United Nations receives instruments of

ratification and accession and the UN provides support for meetings of states party to the

Convention.

The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.
The International Seabed Authority.
The Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.

International Seabed Authority (ISA) was established to organize, regulate and control al
mineral-related activities in the international seabed area beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction (referred to as "the Area"), an area underlying most of the wodd&ans.
Thelnternational Tribunal for the Law of the SALOS) is a@ntergovernmental
organizatiorncreated by the mandate of th€hird United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea.

The purpose of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf is to facilitate the
implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in respect of the
establishment of the outer limits of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautickgs (M) from
the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured.

NOTES
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particular those involving the use of weapons or explosives, without the consent of the coast
state.
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Efforts by India to safeguard maritime interests and strengthen security in the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR):
India supported freedom of navigation and overflight, and unimpeded commerce based on
the principles of international law, reflected notablytire UNCLOS 1982.
As a State party to the UNCLOS, India promoted utmost respect for the UNCLOS, which
established the international legal order of the seas and oceans.
India developed its maritime cooperation with regional partners in consonance with the
D2 @S NY Y Sy (iSecurity?ahdaGrovyi for2AF in the Region (SAGAR)
The stepstakenincludda A aaA 2y ol ASR 5SLX 2e8YSydaqQ 2F yI @ ¢
Maritime Domain Awarenesspromote maritime security and address contingencies that

may arise.
Legal
National . International . | Boundaries of
Airspace -1 Airspace “| the Oceansand
Internal Airspace
Waters ™ | ¢ 12 nm —>|€— 12nm —>
ﬁ Territorial Contiguous High
Sea Zone Seas
B -— Exclusive Economic Zone ————»
Al< -
s[< \¥ 200 nm >
E
L
1
N
5 «———— Continental Shelf 3
The Area

nm - nautical mile

11 Antarctic Treaty Syste(ATS)

1 TheAntarctic Treatyand related agreements, collectively known as &rearctic Treaty
System(ATS, regulateinternational relationswvith respect toAntarctica, Earth's
only continentwithout a native human population.

1 It was thefirst arms controlagreement established during th€old War, setting aside the
continent as a scientific preserve, establishing freedom of scientific investigation, and
banningmilitary activity; for the purposes of the treaty system, Antarctica is defined as all
the land andce shelvesouth of60°S latitudgbut not the surroundingwaters).

1 Thetreaty aimsat prohibiting nuclearexplosionsor disposalof radioactivewastesin
Antarctica.

12.Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons

1 TheTreaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weaporf§PNW, or theNuclear Weapon Ban
Treaty, is thefirst legally binding international agreement to comprehensively
prohibit nuclear weaponswith the ultimate goal being theirtotal elimination.

9 It was adopted on 7 July 2017, opened for signature on 20 September 2017, and entered into
force on 22 January 2021.

9 For those nations that are party to it, thieeaty prohibits the development, testing,
production, stockpiling, stationing, transfer, use and threat of use of nuclear weap@ss
well as assistance and encouragement to the prohibited activities.

9 For nuclear armed states joining the treaty, it provides for a tboand framework for
negotiations leading to the verified and irreversible elimination of its nuclear weapons
programme.
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13.United Nations Convention on International Settlement Agreements

Resulting from Mediation
TheUnited Nations General Assembidopted the Convention on 20th December 2018 and it
wasopened for signature on 7th August 2019 in Singapore.
It is also known athe Singapore Convention on Mediaticaind alsahe first UN treaty to be
named after Singapore.

Key Features of the Convention:

wApplicability: The Convention will apply to international commercial settlement agreements
resulting from mediation.

wNon- applicability: It will not apply to international settlement agreements that are concluded
in the course of judicial or arbitral proceedings and which are enforceable as a court judgme
or arbitral award.

It will also not apply to settlement agreements concluded for personal, family or household

purposes by one of the parties (a consumer), as well as settlement agreements relating to family,

inheritance or employment law.

14 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the GbiNICRC)

1 TheUnited Nations Convention on the Rights of the ChjldNCRC} a legallybinding
international agreement setting out theivil, political, economic, sociand cultural
rights of every child, regardless of their race, religion or abilities.

1 In 1992, India ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Chiliich called
F2NI AGAE aA3TyFrG2NASE (2 aSyada2NB G2 GKS Y
the child".

1 The convention defines a child as any human being under the age of eighteen, unlage th
of majorityis attained earlier under national legislation.

15 International Sanctions

1 Although there is no universal legal definition, a sanction can be defined as a measure o
coercion of an economic nature, as opposed to diplomatic or military means, taken by stz
either collectively or individually.

1 Collective sanctions can be imposed by an international organisation based on a
multilateral (UN) or regional (EU) treaty.

T ¢KS !'b{/ A& Fd GKS OSyuNB 2F (KS 02tftSO
NEaLSOG G2 GKNBFGa G2 GKS LISIFOSI oNBI OK

1 Sanctions are not defined nor listed, as sudtut the allusion is clear. Since 1966, the UNS(
has established 30 regimes of sanctions which have taken a variety of shapes from trade
measures to embargoes on arms; and financial tools to travel bans.

1 UN-supportedprogrammes of sanctions are administered by a sanctions committee chair
by a nonpermanent member of the UNSC.

16.0uter Space Treaty
TheOuter Space Treatyormally theTreaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in |
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, is
amultilateral treaty that forms the basis of internationaspace lawNegotiated andirafted
under the auspices of th&nited Nations.

Outer Space Treaty (OSiBaty entered into force ifDctober 1967.

The Outer Space Treaty provides thasic framework on international space law, including the
following principles:

[
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1 Exploration and use of outer space shall be carried out for the benefit and in the interests of

all countries and shall be the province of all mankind,;

9 Outer space shall be free for exploration and use by all States;

9 Outer space is not subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by means of
or occupation, or by any other means;

9 States shall not place nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass destrudatiambit or on
celestial bodies or station them in outer space in any other manner;

17 Arms Trade Treaty (ATT)
wlt is an international treaty that regulates the international trade in conventional arms.
w LG asSSi1a G2 LINBGSyd FyR SNIXRAOFGS AftACQ
international standards governing arms transfers.
w ¢KS 1¢¢ O2ylNROGdzISE (2 AYOAGSNYIFGAZ2YLE |y
suffering, and promoting cooperation, transparency and responsible action among the
international community.
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India has not yet joined the treaty.

What types of conventional weapons deals does the Arms Trade Treaty seek to regulate?
w /[ 2y@SYyGA2ylLt Sl LIRya O20SNBR o0& (GKS | b
combat vehicles, artillery, attack helicopters, naval warships, missiles and missile launchers,
small arms.

wlt also establishes common international standards for the regulation of the international
trade in ammunition, weapons parts, and arms components.

wThe treaty does not regulate the domestic sale or use of weapons in any country. It also
recognizes the legitimacy of the arms trade to enable states to provide for their own security

18LYRAIFI Q& W! Ot 9FradQ LRt AOe

LYRAFQa W!I OGO 9FadQ LRtAOE Aa | RALX2YIGAQ

relations with the vast AsiRacific region at different levels.

w Itisconsideredasthé 2 RSN} @SNARAZ2Y 2T BKS GUcHdinaloml |
by then Prime MinisteP.V. Narasimha Rao

w ¢KS YIFAY F20dza 2 Fo sHiftBezduntry's trading foctid frord®evess |-
and neighbors to the booming South East Asian countries.

w ¢CKSEOd@ 9laid t2tAd0eé¢ gl & I dzy OK SiRNdvaimbei 2054

'YRSNJ GKS a! OG 91 ad t2ft A ORCs (Qulke, CardadtivityyandsS v

Commerce) to develop better relations with ASEAN nations.

YSe8 RAFTFTSNBYyOSa o0Si0e¢SSy a[221 9lad t2ftA08

w ¢KS FT20dza 2F GKS a[ 221 91ad t 2t ABG&SobHEass |

Asian countries and the area was confined to SotdEhst Asia only.
w hy GKS 20KSNJ KIyR (KS T20dza 2F GKS a! Of
the focus area increased ®outh East Asia as well as East Asia.

[amN

ho2aSO0GA@Sa 2F WwWI OG 9lad tz2tAdeqQy

1. Promote economic cooperationcultural ties, and develop a strategic relationship with
countries in the Asi®acific region through continuous engagement at regional, bilateral,
multilateral levels.

2. Toincrease the interactionf the NorthEastern Indian states with other neighboring
countries.
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3. Tofind out the alternatives of the traditional business partnetie; more focus on the NOTES
Pacific countries in addition to the South East Asian countries.

4. To curb the increasing impact of China in the ASEAN region

19.Treaty on the NoiProliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)

The NPT ia multilateral treaty aimed at limiting the spread of nuclear weapons including three

elements: (1) nosproliferation, (2) disarmament, and (3) peaceful use of nuclear energy. These

St SyYSyida O02yaidAaddziS I G3aINIyR O0FNBIFIAYE-0S0GsSSy (K

nuclea weapon states.
The treaty wasigned in 1968 and entered into force in 1970.

Implications:
States without nuclear weapons will not acquire them.
States with nuclear weapons will pursue disarmament.
All states can access nuclear technology for peaceful purposes, under safeguards.

Key provisions:
The Treaty defines nuclear weapon states (NVES)those that had manufactured and
detonated a nuclear explosive device prior to 1 January 1967. All the other states are
therefore considered nomuclear weapon states (NNWS).
The five nuclear weapon states aféhina, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the
United States.
The Treaty does not affect the right of state parties develop, produce, and use nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes.

Role of states:
Nuclear weapon states are not to transfer to any recipient whatsoever nuclear weapons and
not to assist, encourage, or induce any NNWS to manufacture or otherwise acquire themn.
Non-nuclear weapons stateare not to receive nuclear weapons from any transferor, and are
not to manufacture or acquire them.

NNWS must accephe International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEggfeguards on all nuclear
materials on their territories or under their control.

LYRAIFIQa {GFYyR 2y bt¢
India is one of the only five countries that either did not sign the NPT or signed but withdrew,
thus becoming part ad list that includes Pakistan, Israel, North Korea, and South Sudan.
India always considered the NPT as discriminatory and had refused to sign it.

India has opposed the international treaties aimed at #poaliferation since they were
selectively applicable to the nemuclear powers and legitimised the monopoly of the five
nuclear weapons powers.
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International Organisations / Groupings

1. Global Partnership on Atrtificial Intelligence (GPAI)
The Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GFAimit in New Delhi concluded with
representatives from 28 countries and the European Union adopting\ee Delhi Declaratiori

Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) Summit %7
SO TSLAS
Context: The Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) Summit in New Delhi
concluded with representatives from 28 countries and the European Union adopting the
'New Delhi Declaration.'

Global Partnership in Artificial Intelligence (GPAI)
About GPAI GPAI is a multi-stakeholder initiative launched in June 2020 with the aim of
bridging the gap between theory and practice in artificial intelligence (Al).
Membership: Fifteen founding members initially (including India); currently has twenty-nine
member states including the European Union (EU)

:‘% Membership in GPAI is open to all countries, including emerging and
developing countries
Secretariat Its secretariat is hosted at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), in Paris
Presidency India was handed over the presidency Global Partnership on Artificial
Intelligence (GPAI) for 2022-23
Four themes Responsible Al; Data Governance; Future of Work; Innovation and
Commercialization
Objective Facilitates international cooperation on Al, bringing together experts from
science, industry, civil society, governments, international bodies, and
@ academia
GPAI seeks to support cutting-edge research and applied activities on Al-
related priorities
Founding Australia, Canada, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Mexico, New Zealand,
Members: Republic of Korea, Singapore, Slovenia, UK, US, EU.

Technologies: Machine learning, pattern recognition, big data, neural
networks, self-algorithms, etc.
Visit Insights IAS | Expected Growth: USD 967 billion by 2035, USD 450-500 billion to India's GDP

About Al a%g Machines performing tasks historically require human intelligence.

Daily CA by 2025, accounting for 10% of the country’s USD 5 trillion GDP target.
India’s National Al Strategy; RAISE 2020 - '‘Responsible Al for Social Empowerment
Initiatives 2020'; Vaishwik Bhartiya Vaigyanik (VAIBHAV) Summit

2. IOM launches Project PRAYAS

Thelnternational Organization for MigratiohfOM) has launcheBroject PRAY A@romoting
Reqgular & Assisted Migration for Youth and Skilled Professionaisollaboration with the
Ministry of External Affairs.

About Project Prayas:

1 The projectaims to facilitate safe, orderly, and regular migratidor Indian workers and
students.

9 It consolidates statdevel initiativesand focuses on improving coordination between state
and central governments.

1 The project involvestudying migration trends, understanding migrants' needsnd
launching initiatives to raise awareness about safe migration processes, with the goal of
strengthening international migration governance
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About IMO:
International Organization for Migration (founded 1951; HQ: Gr&adonnex, Switzerland) is the
principal United Nations agencworking in the field of migration. The organization implements
operational assistance programmeer migrants, including internally displaced persons,
refugees, and migrant workers.

According tothe International Migration Outlook 2023 reporMigration to Organisation for
Economic Caperation and Development (OECD) countries has reached record lewls over
6 million newpermanent immigrants in 2022.

3. Paris Club group of creditors
Si Lanka has reached aadreement in principlé with India and theParis Clulgroup of
creditors, including Japan, on a debt treatment plan.

Aim: This agreement is expected to facilitate ti@dease of the next tranche of thénternational

Monetary Funds nearly $3 billion recovery packader Sri Lanka.

1 At the height of last year's economic crisis, Sri Lanka defaulted padtyy $51 billion
foreign debt, leading to the need for comprehensive loan restructuring.

What is the Paris Club?
The Paris Club (est. 1956, HQ: Paris (Frarisegd)group of officials from major creditor countries
whose role is tdind coordinated and sustainable solutiornt® the payment difficulties
experienced by debtor countries.gtovided financial assurance® the International Monetary
CdzyR 2y {NAR [Ilyll Qa RSod

Objective:To find sustainable debelief solutions for countries that are unable to repay their
bilateral loans.

1 Members 22 permanent members (all are a member of DECD

I India and Chinare not members India acts as aad-hoc participant

4. International Energy AgentA)

1 Created in 1974 to ensure the security of oil supplies, the International Energy Agency has

evolved over the years.

The IEA was born with the 1978974 oil crisis, when industrialised countries found they

were not adequately equipped to deal with the oil embargo imposed by major producers

that pushed prices to historically high levels.

9 Its mission is guided by four main areas of focus: energy security, economic developmern
environmental awareness and engagement worldwide.

=

~—

1 Headquarters (Secretariat): Paris, France.

T L9! Q& YIyRIGS KFa SELIYRSR 2@0SNJ GAYS (2| Ay Ot dzR|S
trends, promoting sound energy policy, and fostering multinational energy technology
cooperation.

1 A candidate country to the IEA must be a member country of the OECD.

1 The IEA operates within the broader framework of the Organization for Economic Co

Operation and Development (OECD).
T L9! YSYOSNIylFGA2ya | NB NBIldzZANBR (2 &aid2NB
YSIF AdzZNBR I O0O2NRAY3I (2 GKSANI LINSGA2dza &S|
Membership: 31 countries (India is not a member).
India is part ofthe Wl 3 a2 OA | i AoRIFA. O2 dzy (i NA Sa Q
World Energy Outlook is Published every yeard provides critical analysis and insights on
trends in energy demand and supply.
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5. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
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1 It was established as an autonomous organization in 1957 through its own international
treaty, thelAEA Statute.

1 Reports toboth the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council.

1 Headquartersin Vienna, Austria.

1 The IAEA serves asiatergovernmental forumfor scientific and technical cooperation in the
peaceful use of nuclear technology and nuclear power worldwide.
Works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the safe, secu
and peaceful use of nuclear technologies.
Seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any militar
purpose, including nuclear weapons.

Functions

1. Recommendations to the General Conference on IAEA activities and budget.
2. Responsible for publishing IAEA standards.

3. Responsible for making most of the policy of the IAEA.

4. Appoints the Director General subject to General Conference approval.

Programs
Program of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT).
Human Health Program.
Water Availability Enhancement Project.
International Project on Innovative Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles, 2000.

IAEA safeguards:

wWhat are they?Safeguards are a set of technical measures applied by the IAEA on nuclear
material and activities, through which the Agency seeks to independently verifytictktar
facilities are not misused and nuclear material not diverted from peaceful usetes accept
these measures through the conclusion of safeguards agreements.

wThe objective of IAEA Safeguaridsto deter the spread of nuclear weaportsy the early
detection of the misuse of nuclear material or technology. This provides credible assurances
States are honouring their legal obligations that nuclear material is being used only for peacé
purposes.

wNeed and implementationtAEA safeguards are an essential component of the international
security system. Théreaty on the NorProliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPiE)the
centrepiece of global efforts to prevent the further spread of nuclear weapons. Under the
¢NBFGeQa | NINudear8eapdh State i©rgquited ty conclude a safeguards
agreement with the I1AEA.

6. International Criminal Court (ICC)

1 The International Criminal CoufCC)located in The Hague, is the court of last resort for
prosecution of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity.

1 Itis the first permanent, treaty based, international criminal couestablished to help end

impunity for the perpetrators of the most serious crimes of concern to the international

community.

Its founding treaty,the Rome Statuteentered into force on July 1, 2002.

Funding! f 6 K2dz3K GKS / 2dzNIiQa SELISyasSa | NB ¥

voluntary contributions from governments, international organisations, individuals,

corporations and other entities.
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Composition and voting power:
T ¢KS /2dz2NIiQa YIylFr3aSYSyid 2@0SNRAIKG yR tSAAatl (AP
consists of oneepresentative from each state party.

T 990K aidldS LI NIe KFra 2yS @20S FyR aSOSNE STTF2NE

consensus. If consensus cannot be reached, decisions are made by vote.
1 The Assembly is presided over by a president and twepresidents, who are elected by the
members to threeyear terms.

The International Criminal Court (ICC) investigates and, where warranted, tries individuals
charged with the gravest crimes of concern to the international community: genocide, war
crimes, crimes against humanity and the crime of aggression.

Jurisdiction:

1 The ICC has the jurisdiction to prosecute individuals for the international crimes of genogide,
crimes against humanity, and war crimes.

1 The ICC is intended to complement existing national judicial systems and it may therefor
only exercise its jurisdictiorwhen certain conditions are met, suchwhen national courts
are unwilling or unable to prosecute criminals or when the United Nations Security Council
or individual states refer situations to the Court.

1 It does not have the capacity to arrest suspeesd depends on member states for their
cooperation.

(1%

The ICC lacks universal territorial jurisdictioand may only investigate and prosecute crimes
committed within member states, crimes committed by nationals of member states, or crimes in
situations referred to the Court by thdnited Nations Security Council.

The U.S. government has never been a member of the court.

Some countries have neither signed nor acceded to the R@tetute. Some of them,
includingChinaand India, are critical of the Court.

7. Alliance for Global GoeGender Equity and Equality
India launched theAlliance for Global GoodGender Equity and Equalityat the World
Economic Forum (WEF) 2024 in Davos.

More about the initiative:

9 Led by the Union Minister of Women & Child Development ditiance aims to promote
women-led development globally

9 The alliancdocuses on global best practiceknowledge sharing, and investments in
women's health, education, and enterprise.

1 Aligned withG20 Leaders' Declaratiorit reflectsindia's commitment to womenled
development

1 Supported by théBill and Melinda Gates Foundatigmnchored by the CII Centre for Women
Leadership, WEF acts afNatwork Partner,'andInvest Indiaas an 'Institutional Partner.’

The initiativereinforces India's commitmento global cooperation and the overarching WEF
theme,'Rebuilding Trust The launch was complemented bwamen's leadership lounge (We
Lead loungent WEF, featuring discussions and showcasing products by women entreprenedrs.

8. NonAligned Movement (NAM)

The 19th NorAligned Movement (NAM) Summit was recently helthemUgandan capital city
Kampala.
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1 Theme:'Deepening Cooperation for Shared Global Affluerice

1 TheNonAligned Movement (NAMStands as aalliance of developing nations established in
1961 during the Cold Wawyith roots traced back to the Bandung Conference held in
Indonesia in 1955.

1 Currently, NAM boasts membership of 120 countries, including Indiane of its founding
members.

1 Ranking as theecondlargest grouping of nations globally\NAM operatesvithout a
permanent secretariabr a formal founding charter, act, or treaty.

i The movement convenes its summjiproximately every three years

|©

Colombo Security Conclave
Colombo Security Conclave LI

Context: The Colombo Security Conclave (CSC), involving democracies like India, Sri Lanka,
Mauritius, Bangladesh, and Seychelles, aims to address Indian Ocean challenges

About Details
What is The CSC is a trilateral maritime security grouping formed in 2011, consisting of
Colombo India, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives. Mauritius is the fourth member, and
Security Bangladesh and Seychelles are observers in the group.
Conclave? The CSC's revival in 2020 is linked to China's growing influence in the Indian Ocean
Envisaged The CSC focuses on enhancing and strengthening regional security in five pillars:
Goal 1. Maritime Safety and Security

2. Countering Terrorism and Radicalization
@ 3. Combating Trafficking and Transnational Organized Crime
4, Cyber Security and Protection of Critical Infrastructure and Technology
5. Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief
Significance It serves as India’s outreach to the Indian Ocean (in alignment with India’s vision
of “SAGAR" vision), emphasizing regional cooperation and shared security
objectives. It also aims to counter China’s influence in the region and reduce the
Chinese footprint in member countries.
Challenges CSC faces vulnerability due to domestic politics in member-states, as seen with
the Maldives' absence in the recent meeting of CSC members (NSA Meet)
Conclusion India sees the CSC as crucial for consolidating its regional leadership amid
evolving geopolitical dynamics.
g The success of the CSC hinges on a unified strategic vision and resilience against
increasing Chinese influence. To foster collaboration and avoid conflicts, India
Visit Insights IAS must acknowledge the IOR's evolution into a global common

10.0PEC
Angola haseft OPEC

OPEvas established i960 at the Baghdad Conference by Iran, Irag, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia,
and Venezuelais an intergovernmental organization with key members including Algeria,
Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Libya, Nigeria, the Republic of the Congo, and the United Arab
Emirates.

The organization's primary objective isdoordinate and unify petroleum policieamong
member countries, ensuring fair and stable prices for petroleum producers and maintaining an
efficient, economic, and regular supply of petroleum to consuming nations.
With its headquarters in Vienna, AustrigfOPEC holds significant global influence, possessing over
80% of the world's total crude oileserves.

OPEC+epresents approximately 40% of world oil productipeomprising OPEC and 10 other
major oikexporting nations, including Russia. The organization regulates crude oil prices thrgugh
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mechanisms likgpot or future salesusingBrent Crude as a benchmafr quality, withWT]
(West Texas Intermediatd)eing another major Benchmark.

11 Belt and Road Initiati®ne Belt One Road)

Italy, theonly major Western nation to join China's Belt and Robmtiative (BRI)in 2019, leaves
BRI.

TheBelt and Road Initiative (BRI) &global infrastructure development strategy launched by
China in 2013It aims to invest imver 150 countries and international organizationsreating
road, rail, and sea routefor trade and connectivity. The initiative, often referred to"@mne Belt
One Road" (OBORi} a key part of China's foreign policy and has been compared to the
American Marshall Plan

Objective ofBRi

The BRI is seen as a way@ina to transition to a global power and reshagige global
economic order. It further aims to enhangébal connectivity through infrastructure
developmentand economic cooperation.

BRI includes variousfrastructure projects like ports, railways, roads, and power stationsis
set to becompleted by 2049coinciding with the centennial of the People's Republic of China.
The initiative includes two principal componentse Silk Road Economic Belt and the Maritime
Silk Road.

BELT & ROAD INITIATIVE
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Geographic Corridors for BRI Development:

ChinaPakistan Economic Corrid(CPEC)

New Eurasian Land Bridge Economic Corridor

Chinalndochina Peninsula Economic Corridor

ChinaMongoliaRussia Economic Corridor

ChinaCentral AsiaWest Asia Economic Corridor

ChinaMyanmar Economic Corriddinitially, BRI involved thBCIM Economic Corriddout
India's opposition to the CPEC led to its withdrawal from BRI and later BCIM was replaced by
the ChinaMyanmar Economic Corridor)

=A =4 =4 =8 =8 =9
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India opposes the BRIue tosovereignty and transparency concernis boycotted BRI summits
in 2017 and 201%nd hasn't endorse®RI joint statements by the SC@he main objection is the
ChinaPakistan Economic Corrid@@CPEQ)assing through the Gilgit Baltistan region of India,
which India claims.

12 Asia Pacific Economic CooperatidREYL
The 2023 Asia Pacific Economic Cooperatidt=r summitwasheld in San Francisco

- 2023 APEC Summit v
GHTSIAS ] . ) w“
Aspect About APEC

Backgrounds | Started in 1989 (informal), (HQ: Singapore) formally established in 1993 with 12
members. Currently has 21 member economies. India, an observer since
November 2011, has applied for membership.

Member Founding members Australia, Brunei, Canada, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia,
Countries New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, United States.

Joined later: China, Hong Kong, Chinese Taipei, Mexico, Papua New Guinea, Chile,
Peru, Russia, Vietnam.

Goals Primary goal: Support sustainable economic growth and prosperity.

Objectives Objectives include free and open trade, regional economic integration, economic
and technical cooperation, human security, and good business environment.
Bogor's Goals were set in 1994 for free and open trade and investment.
Significance | Represents nearly 50% of world trade and about 57% of world GDP.

Functions APEC projects provide digital skills training, support for indigenous women, and
initiatives for energy efficiency. Adapts to new challenges, including disaster
resilience, pandemic planning, and counter-terrorism.

Achievements | The region's real GDP increased from USD 19 trillion in 1989 to USD 42 trillion in
2015. Average tariffs were reduced from 17% in 1989 to 5.2% in 2012. Improved
Ease of Doing Business by 14.8% (2009-2015).

Consensus Operates as a cooperative, multilateral economic and trade forum. Decision-
making is by consensus, with no binding commitments.

Challenges Trade War, Shrinking Economy due to Covid, Rising Unemployment, Creation of
Sub-Regional Agreements.

India and India aspired to become a member. But was Denied in 2007 due to reasons like
APEC lack of integration into the global system, fears about India's politics and policies.
Why APEC For economic growth, trade potential, labour force, and regional contribution.
Needs India? To know more Visit Insights IAS Daily CA
Advantages | Advantages for India include negotiating trade, integrating with the global

for India economy, boosting growth, and economic reforms.

13.International Competition Network

TheCompetition Commission of IndieCClhas achieved membershiip the steering committee

of the International Competition Network (ICNg global body dedicated twompetition law

enforcement

1 ThelCN includes 140 competition agenciasd serves as anformal platform for antitrust
authorities to fosterregular communication and address practical competition concerns.

1 ThelCN's members comprise both national and multinational competition authoriti@nd
they collaborate irproject-oriented working groups to produce results in the realm of
competition enforcement.
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14 Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)
Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)

Context: Sri Lanka 4§ge assume the role of Chair in the Indian Ocean Rim Association
(IORA) during the 23rd Council of Ministers' Meeting.

INSIGHT'SIAS
fiowireso i cve oo

To know more Visit Insights IAS i
Daily Current Affairs

Aspects | Information

The Indian Ocean Rim Association (founded - . " :':\ 7 CHINA B

1997; HQ: Ebene, Mauritius), formerly SR v, TN g

known as the Indian Ocean Rim Initiative is T e «w‘:’, ) S :?—W_. ‘

an international Intergovernmental o s T P .

organisation consisting of 23 states oy . f".\‘ /3

bordering (including India) the Indian -~ (};-( = "4'17.‘,»::; T

Ocean and 11 dialogue partners. . _— " TR
= '
_'_t\. o « AUSTRALIA

DUTHAFRY

23 Members of Indian Ocean Rim Association

Previous
Presidency

Bangladesh held the chairmanship from November 2021 - November 2023

To strengthen regional cooperation and sustainable development within the

Goal @

Indian Ocean region

Origin @

1]
y

The vision for IORA originated during a visit by Nelson Mandela to India in
1995, emphasizing socio-economic cooperation in the Indian Ocean rim

Member States | Australia, Bangladesh, Comoros, France, India, Indonesia, Iran, Kenya,
OOO Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Mozambique, Oman, Seychelles,
C" "3 Singapore, Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Thailand, United Arab
O Emirates, Yemen
Dialogue China, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Germany, Italy, Japan, South Korea, Russia, Turkey,
Partners the United Kingdom, the United States of America
Fisheries Support | Provides advice and makes decisions on fisheries management and issues such
Unit (FSU) as illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing

Significance of
the Indian Ocean

It commands control of major sea lanes carrying half of the world’s container
ships, one-third of the world’s bulk cargo traffic, and two-thirds of the world’s
oil shipments, serving as a vital lifeline for international trade and transport.

15.0rganisation for Economic ‘Bperation and Development (OECD)
TheOrganisation for Economic Gaperation and Development (OECB)anintergovernmental
economic organization that was established in 19@iiginally to administer American and
Canadian aid undehe Marshall Plan)

TheOECD is a forum where 38 governments (India is not a membkedemocracies with
market-based economies collaborate to:

1 Develop policy standards to promote sustainable economic growth

1 Find solutions to common challenges

91 Develop global standards

1 Shareexperiences and identify best practices

16.ASEAN

Indian Prime Minister, in his address at th2Oth ASEANNdia summit inJakarta, Indonesia,
emphasized thabSEANAssociation of Southeast Asian Natiorgaysa central role in India’s
Act East Policy.
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TheAssociation of Southeast Asian Natiorssa regional organization which was established to
promote political and social stability amid rising tensions among thetAsiaD A T AcOli@l L.
states.

The motto of ASEANshy S *+A&aA2y> hyS LRSyGAdez hyS
ASEAN Secretarigtindonesia, Jakarta.

Genesis:

Established in 1967 with the signingtbé ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok Declaratibg)its
founding fathers.

Founding Fathers of ASEAN ahadonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.

Ten MembersBrunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.

India is part of the ASEAN Plus Six groupiwdich include£hina, Japan, South Korea, New
Zealand, and Australia

India and ASEAN signeérieee Trade Agreemeirt 2010and have seen trade growth, except
during the pandemic years of 2020 and 2021.

17DHn bS¢g 5StKA [SIRSNEQ 5SOfF NG
The 18th G20 Summit was hosted by India in New Delhi on Septeriier2®23. The theme,
"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakahighlighted global unity.

The G20 Leaders' New Delhi Declarat@chievedunanimous consensysiddressing issues like
RussiaUkraine tensions sustainable development, and food security.
Other major outcomes of the G20 Summit:

Outcome Description

Admittance of theAfrican The African Union became a permanent member of the G2(
Union(G20 now G21) increasing the representation of developing countries.
Global Biofuels Alliance Indialed initiative promoting biofuels globally, contributing tg
(GBA) India's existing biofuels programs.

Indiac Middle East Europe | A significant infrastructure project connecting India, the Midg
Economic Corridor (IMEE | East, and Europe, aiming to provide an alternative to China'

EC) Beltand Road Initiative.
IndiaMercosur Preferential | Collaboration to expand economic ties through the India
Trade AgreementPTA) Mercosur PTA.

Handover of G20 chairmanship from India to Brazil.

LYRALFQa /dzf GdzNF € | AIKEAITKGAY

Cultural Highlights Description

Bharat Mandapam An exhibition or showcase inspired by Anubhav Mandapan
cultural platform in India.

Bronze statue of Lord Abronze sculpture of Lord Nataraja in the Chola artistic sty

Nataraja representing Lord Shiva's cosmic dance.

Konark Chakra and Image ¢ Displays of the Konark Chakra, a significant symbol from

Nalanda University Odisha's Sun Temple, and images related to Nalanda
University.

Thanjavur Paintingand Exhibition of traditional Thanjavur paintings, known for

Dhokra art intricate details and rich colours, and Dhokra art, a form of
tribal metal casting.

NOTES
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A brass statue of Lord A brass sculpture of Lord Buddha in a meditative posture
Buddha sitting under Bodhi| beneath the Bodhi tree, symbolises bislightenment
tree
18.G20 group

1 G20 is an intergovernmental forum comprising 19 countriéise European Uniorand the
African Union The G20 members represent around 85 per cent of the global GDP, over 15
per cent of global trade, and about twtbirds of the world population.

1 The G20 Summit is held annually, under the leadership of a rotating presidencya holds
the Presidency of the G20 from December 1, 2022 to November 30, 2023.

1 The G20 was founded in 1999 after the Asian financial crasssa forum for Finance Ministers

and Central Bank Governors to discuss global economic and financial iadigebas been a

member of the G20 since its inception in 1999.

Its aim was to secure global financial stability by involving middieome countries.

The G20 was upgraded to the level of Heads of State/Government in the wake of the glopal

SO2y2YAO YR FTAYLFIYOALFf ONRAAA 2F HAnTX | YRZI AY

AYUGSNYFGA2YyLFE SO2y2YAO O22LISNI A2YyE®

1 The presidency of the G20 rotates every year among mempargl the country holding the
presidency, together with the previous and next presidekc@ f RSNE F2N¥ & (KS W¢ NP
ensure continuity of the G20 agenda.

f 5dzNAy3 LYRAIFIQ& LINBaARSyGsKSL Y RR#&tfelfilgyidez RS &A | | YR
when the troika consist of three developing countries and emerging economies

1 The G20 has no permanent secretaridihe agenda and work are coordinated by
NELINBaASY(lllGAPSa 2F G4KS Dun O2dzyiNASaz (yz2ey I &
ministers and governors of the central banks.

1 The G20 initially focused largely on broad macroeconomic issues, but it has since expanded
its agenda to interalia include trade, climate change, sustainable development, health,
agriculture, energy, environment, climate change and antrruption.

=a =

The working of G20 is divided into two tracks:

1 The finance trackt comprises all meetings with G20 finance ministers and central bank
governors and their deputies. Meeting several times throughout the year they focus on
monetary and fiscal issues, financial regulations, etc.

1 TheSherpa trackit focuses on broader issues suchpdlitical engagement, antcorruption,
development, energy, etcEach G20 country is represented by its Sherpa; who plans, guides,
implements, etc. on behalf of the leader of their respective country.

The work of G20 members is supported by several international organizalens@nent guest
invitees). These organizations include:

1 The Financial Stability Board (FSB). The FSB, which was established by G20 leaders
following the onset of the global financial crisis,
The International Labour Organization (ILO).
The International Monetary Fund (IMF).
The Organization for Economic-Gperation andDevelopment (OECD)
United Nations (UN)
World Bank
The World Trade Organization (WTO)

=A =4 =4 =8 -8 =9

19.Group of FivéG5) countries

1 TheGroup of FivgG5) encompassdive nations which have joined together for an active
role in the rapidly evolving international order.

www.insightsonindia.com 31 InsightslAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSTAPT 202 EXCLUSIVENTERNATIONAL RELAT)ONS |

NOTES

9 Individually and as a grouthe G5 nations work to promote dialogue anghderstanding
between developing and developed countries

1 The G5 seek to find common solutions to global challenges.

1 The grouping includes Brazil, Chilralia, Mexico, and South Africa.

20.Group of Seven (GQountries

1 Itis anintergovernmental organization that was formed in 1975.

1 The bloc meets annually to discuss issues of common interest like global economic
governance, international security aetergy policy.

1 The G7 countries are tHdK, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the US.

9 Allthe G7 countries and India are a part GR20.

1 The G7 does not have a formal constitution or a fixed headquarters.

9 The decisions taken by leaders during annual summits@aneinding.

How did G7 become G8?
Russia was formally G20
Inducted as a member |n Turkey European Union ;rgentina
the group in 1998, which @ B ()
led G7 to become G8. (38 vV
HOWeVer’ Russlan G7 ooy Russia Brazil South Korea Mexico

K7

©
€

O

France Canada China Indonesia Saudi Arabia

t NBEAARSY( +f -
condemnable act of e U

moving Russian troops

UK.
into eastern Ukrainand <L R o
conquering Crimea in 2014 %E U (‘t’
drew heavy criticism from fhe e s
the other G8 nations. - N P oz
The other nations of the @ U @ @
group decided to suspend

Russia from the G8 as a
consequence of its actions and the group became G7 again in 2014.

C
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South Africa
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21 African Unior{AU)
TheAfrican Unior({AU) becamea new permanent member of the G20 duririge 18th G20

Heads of State and Government SumriitNew Delhi, just three months after India proposed its
inclusion.
About AU:
Aspects Description
About The African Union (AU) is a continental badysisting of 55
member states in Africa.
Formation In 1963 the Organization of African Unity (OAWas founded to

promote cooperation among African states.

In 2002, theOAU was succeeded by the AU with a goal to
accelerate economimtegration of the continent.

Objectives of the AU | The AU emphasizegeater unity and solidarity among African
countries It promotespolitical and socieeconomic integration
peace, stability, security, and human rights.

Achievements of AU | African Continental Free Trade Af@CFTA)Established in 2018,
it seeks to create a single continental market for goods and serv|

Diplomatic AchievementAU established enission in Beijing,
strengthening ties with ChinaAfrica's largest trading partner. It
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played a key role ibrokering a peace deal between the Ethiopiar
D2OSNYYSyd I yR (LikesatiohkranNl & t S
22YSyQa 902y 2YAO AUAMyodufad & L9fear L
continental declaration for gender equality and women's
empowerment.

22.South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)

What is SAARC? When was it established?

1 The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) was established with th

signing of theSAARC Charten Dhaka on 8 December 1985.

TheSecretariatof the Association was set up Kathmanduon 17 January 1987.

SAARC comprises of eight Member Statfghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldive

Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

1 SAARC maintaipermanent diplomatic relations at the United Nationss an observer and
has developed links with multilateral entities, including the European Union.

T
)l

Afghanistan became the membeaf SAARC at the 13th annual summit in 2005.

Important objectives of the Associatioas outlined in the SAARC Charter are:

o0 to promote the welfare of the peoples of South Asia and to improve their quality of life;

0 to accelerate economic growth, social progress and cultural development in the region an
provide all individuals the opportunity to live in dignity and to realize their full potentials;

0 to promote and strengthen collective selliance among the countries of South Asia.

Importance of SAARC:

1. {!'!w/ O2YLINRA&ASa o> 2F (GKS g2NI RQa | NBI =
trillion) of the global economy.

2. LG Aa GKS ¢2NI RQa Yz2al RSyaSfte LRLMzZIGS

3. SAARC countries have common tradition, dress, food and culture and political aspects th
synergizing their actions.

4. All the SAARC countries have common problems and issues like poverty, illiteracy,
malnutrition, natural disasters, internal conflictadustrial and technological backwardness,
low GDP and poor socgzonomic condition.

23.IndiaMiddle EasEurope Economic Corridor (IMEE)

On the sidelines of th&20 Summiin New Delhi, an MoU was signed between India, the US,
Saudi Arabia, the European Union, the UAE, France, Germany, and Italy to estabfisliethe
Middle EastEurope Economic Corridor (IMEE).

What is IMEC?

The IndiaMiddle EastEurope Economic Corridor (IMEEC)s an infrastructure development
projectthat aims tocreate connectivity through rail and shipping networksnergy cables, and
data links.

More about IMEC EC:

NOTES
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India-Middle EastEurope Economic Corridor (IMEE) NOTES
Participating India, Saudi Arabia, UAE, France, Germany, Ital
Countries USA, EU
Objectives IMEC seeks tboost trade, clean energy, and

economic growthwhile providing an alternative tg
China's Belt and Road Initiati{8RI)

Part of It is part of thePartnership for Rail and Shipping
Corridors Global Infrastructure Investment (PG|
and focuses on enhancing global trade and
cooperation through critical infrastructure
development.

Corridor Components Railway linegmake trade between India and
Europe 40% faster).

Electricity cableand a clean hydrogen pipeline to
foster clean energy trade.

High-speed data cabl¢o link innovative digital
ecosystems in the world and create business
opportunities

Corridor Segments Eastern THE ECONOMIC ,
Corridor CORRIDOR b OO0
connecting | ~ i X Db jebel Al
India to the [ j
Arabian e
Gulf, Haradh R
Northern Al Gheweifat Mumbai
Corridor
connecting
Arabian
Gulf to
Europe

Benefits for India Enhancindood security, regional supply chains,

trade accessibility, environmentatonsiderations,
economic cohesion, job creation, and reduces
greenhouse gas emissions.
Reliablecrossborder shipto-rail transit network
connecting India, the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Jordan
Israel, and Europe.

It offers India arucial role in global commerce,
digital communication and energy networks v
Gra | KAyl Qa . wlL
Geographical Advantagét firmly positions India
along thetrade route spanning South East Asia t
the Gulf,West Asia, and Europe

What is the PGl initiative?

The PGII (Partnership for Global Infrastructure Investment) initiative (announ@8 irduring

the G7 summit in the UKis acollaborative effort by G7 countriefo fund infrastructure projects

in developing nations

1 It serves as aalternative to China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRHd aims to mobilize funds
for critical infrastructure development, focusing on transparency, sustainability, and gender
equality.
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1 PGIl emphasize®ans over charity, benefiting both lending and receiving countries.

24 Eastern Maritime Corridor (EMC)

The Eastern Maritime Corridor is a proposed sea route between Chennai, India, and
Vladivostok, Russigpassing through th&€ea of Japan, the South China Sea, and the Malacca
Strait.

Benefits for India include:

1 Significant time reductionIt shortens tharansportation time by up to 16 daysmaking it
more efficient.

1 Presence in Southeast Asi@hennai Port's strategic locatiopens trade opportunities with
Southeast Asian nations like Thailand, Vietnam, and Indonesia.

9 Access to Russia's Far Eagladivostok Port provides access to resodtich regions, offering
opportunities in sectors like energy, mining, and technology for Indian businesses.

“‘4" ."

-

‘ PROPOSED
. < = Portof Chennal,
Chinese : = EXISTING . IndlatoPortof «..

Maritime : Port of Mumbal, 5
Silk Route - Indiato Portof
Eastern - —_ St. Petersburg,

China 4 Russla:
:

muiti-modal

- “mca'm"es o - 5 transport link being

expedited
INSTC
(Mumbai-Iran—
St Petersburg)
via sea from Mumbai

X 45 n ‘°':;:nacmr“

Shipping Route for 8 v 0 PROPOSED
India into Russia both X ey India- coastal shipping
in its Western Part G & Oman- between
and eastern part 2 Iran IndeEaand

are currently through Tas= trilateral certain
Suez Canal & shipping SE Asian
Rotterdam Port route countries

This initiativefollows a Memorandum of Intenbn the development of maritime communications
exchanged betweeNladivostok and Chennai in 2019.

25 .International Organization of Legal Metrology

Indiahas achieved thdistinction of becoming the 13th country in the worlduthorized to issue

Internationally Accepted OIML (International Organization of Legal Metrolo@rtificates.

9 This accomplishment allovemestic manufacturers in India to have their weighing and
measuring instruments tested within the countrgnd then sell them in the international
market.

About OIML:
1 The OIML is aimtergovernmental organization established in 195%ith India becoming a
member in 1956 It has63 Member States and 64 Corresponding Memhers

Significance:
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1 Benefitsindigenous manufactureras they carexport their weighing and measuring
instruments worldwide without incurring additional testing fees, resulting in cost savings.

1 India can supportoreign manufacturers by issuing OIML patteapproval certificates
through its certified RRSlgenerating foreign exchange through fees and services.

1 InfluenceOIML policies and provide input to the OIML Strategy.

India now joins an exclusive group of nations, includingtralia, Switzerland, China, Czech
Republic, Germany, Denmark, France, United Kingdom, Japan, Netherlands, Sweden, and
Slovakia, as the 13th country worldwide authorized to issue OIML approval certificates

26 Five Eyes Alliance

1 Five Eyes Allianc&he Five Eyes Alliance refers toiatelligence-sharing partnershipamong
five countriesthe United States, the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, and New Zealand.

1 These nations collaboratdosely on intelligence matters, sharirigformation to protect
their shared national interests.

9 Origins of the AllianceThealliance traces its origins back to World War Il when the UK and
the US decided to share intelligence after successfully breaking German and Japanese
codes

0 It began as th&ritain-USA (BRUSA) agreemeitdter evolving into théJK-USA
(UKUSA) agreementyith Canada joining in 1949 and New Zealand and Australia i
1956.

>

27 North AtlanticTreatyOrganizatiofNATO)

1 The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, or NATO, is a political and military allian&@0of
European countries and two countries in North America (United States and Canada).

1 Itwas set up in 1949 by the US, Canada, and several western European natingsro
their collective security against the Soviet Unioh.ii ¢ & GKS ! {Qa FANRG LISI QS
alliance outside the western hemisphere.

1 Itis headquartered in Brussels, Belgium.

Background:

The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation came into being after World Waslla counter to the
{20AS0G 'yA2yQa LlRaaArot S SUSHiesidank Bayfy SiTiumad ¥igdéda Ay 9 dzNEP
the 12member treaty on April 4, 194%fter the collapse of USSR in 1991, several eastern
European nations previously members of the Soviet Union joined NATO.

1 NATO membership is open to
al ye 2 GKSNJ 9 deNE Euro-Atlantic Partnership
position to further the principles Council (EAPC)
of this Treaty and to contribute
to the security of the North ‘
LGt FydAo FNBI of Alliances of NATO e iatve (G
1 NATO is committed to the
peaceful resolution of disputes. I
diplomatic efforts fail, it has the "’l,;;;m;,;;_g,\,,
military capacity needed to Mediterranean Dialogue
undertake crisisnanagement
operations. These are carried ou.
under theWashington Treatyb | ¢ h Qa T 2 dzyoRungeHa Uil MEnbafie@alone or in
cooperation with other countries and international organizations.
1 The NATO works on a collective defense princighed routinely undertakes exercises to
strengthen their territorial, naval, and air forces.

www.insightsonindia.com 36 InsightslAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSTAPT 202 EXCLUSIVENTERNATIONAL RELAT)ONS |

1 NATO members also arm themselves to face evolving methods of attacks like cybercrimes, NOTES
and have patrticipated in military operations in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosova, Afghanistan,
Iraq, Libya and Syria, among others.

9 Article 4 of the treaty mandates that the member nations consult each other when faced with
GKNBFid 4¢KS tIFINIASE Attt O2yadzZ G G23ISGKSNI 6KS
territorial integrity, political independence or security of any ofthe Re®&&d A a G KNBI G§Sy SR
reads.

 Meanwhile,! NI A Of S p a Li&-Glf al-for2dfiS Qi /S GW2WES 2 F G KS GNBI

1 NewDelhiheldits first political dialoguewith the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(NATO) in Brussels on December 12, 2019.

28 BRICS

The 13th BRICS Summitwas lidd RS NJ L Y RA I Q&. Itiésithahid@tikng that lhdfa H A H M

hosted the BRICS Sumnaifter 2012 and 2016.

15" BRICS summit was held in South Africa02i32

T .wL/{ Aa Iy IONRyeyY ¥F2N 0KS 3INRdzLIAAYy3 2F| GKS g2
Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa.

9 Originally the first four were grouped as "BRIC" (or "the BRICs"), before the induction of South
Africa in 2010.

T Summits:Since 2009, the BRICS nations have met annually at formal suwithits
discussions representing spheres of political and secanomic coordination, in which
member countries have identified several business opportunities, economic
complementarities and areas of cooperation.

1 Chairship:The Chairship of the forumistated annually among the memberCooperation
FY2y3 YSYOSNBE A& LINBRAOIFIGSR 2y GKNBS fSpPSta 2N

o Track I: Formal diplomatic engagement between the national governments.

o Track Il: Engagement through governmeffiliated institutions, e.g. statewned
enterprises and business councils.

0 ¢CNF O]l LLLY /AQWLISR2IOESIEYBYRSY¥Rgs Wt S

9 During the Sixth BRICS Summit in Fortaleza (2014) the leaders signed the Agreement

29 Bay of Bengal Initiative for MuSiectoral Technical and Economic

establishing the New Development Bank (NDB). They also signed the BRICS Contingen
Reserve Arrangement.
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Cooperation (BIMSTEC)

The Bay of Bengal Initiative for MuBectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)
isa regional organization comprising of seven member states in South Asia and Southeast

Asialying in littoral and adjacent areas of Bay of Bengal constituting a contiguous regional
unity.

This sukregional organisation came into being on June 6, 1997, thréhugtBangkok
Declaration It is headquartered in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

It comprises of seven member countridize deriving from South Asia including
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lankand two from Southeast Asia, including
Myanmar and Thailand.

Itis not an FTA. IT is a sectdriven organizationfocussing on sharing best practices and he¢
each other in agriculture, public health, poverty alleviation, cowtéerorism, environment,
culture etc.Fourteen priority sectors of cooperation have been identified and several
BIMSTEC centres have been established to focus on those sectors.

These are trade and investment, transport and communication, energy, tourism, technology,

fisheries, agriculture, public health, poverty alleviation, counter terrorism and transnational

p
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crime, environment and disaster management, peejolgeople contact, cultural
cooperation and climate change.

ABay of Bengal Maritime Dialogue (BOBMD) organised recently by the Centre for Humanitarian
Dialogue and the Pathfinder Foundatidmrought together government officials, maritime
experts, and representatives of prominent think tanks from Sri Lanka, India, Bangladesh,
Myanmar, Thailand and Indonesia.

30.World Economic Forum
The World Economic Foruimeld its annual meeting in Davos.

Why is WEF important?

The WEE surr|1_m|t :S at(;ended by peopllsz frorln g T TheBoao Forum for AsigBFA is a

ﬂ.Cf(:jSS tfe Ppo |t|ca|_an ccl)<rporate world, Includin - non-profit organisation that hosts high
eads of state, policy makers, top executives, level forums for leaders from

industrialists, media personalities and government, business and academia

techgolc_:t;ats. _ he WEE infl b in Asiaand othercontinents to share
eliberations at the Influénce public their vision on the mospressing issues

sector and corporate decisiemaking, in this region and thevorld at large

partrllcularly onrtlssueg c;f %Iolkl)al |mpor:_ancte 7 BFA is modelled on theorld
such as poverty, social challenges, climate Economic Forunmeld annually

change and global economic recovery. in Davos
The key mix of economic, corporate and
political leadership at Swiss ski resorts

provides the perfect opportunity to find solutions to the global challenges that emerge from
time to time.

How is WEF received outside?
While the WEF sees largeale participation from top industry, business leaders, civil society and
international organizations each year, it has beeiticized for being more of a networking hub
than a nebula of wisdom or a platform to find effective solutions to global issues.

The forum, which provides opportunities for collaboration through dialogue, has also been
criticized for lack of representation from various sections of civil society and for lack of effect|ve
solutions.

About the World Economic Forum:

It isa Swiss nonprofit foundatiorestablished in 197hased in Geneva, Switzerland.
Some major reports published by WEF are:

Energy Transition Index.

Global Competitiveness Report.

Global IT Report.

Global Gender Gap Report.

Global Risk Report.

Global Travel and Tourism Report.

ohA~wNE

31.Financial Action Task Force (FATF)

1. The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is argoternmental bodystablished in 1989 on
the initiative of the G7.

2. LG Aa-Yr (6ALRI Ao@ERe ¢ g KAOK g2N)la G2 3ISYSNIasS
national legislative and regulatory reforms in various areas.

3. The FATF Secretariat is housed at the Gtgabquarters in Paris

[@=N
A
u»

Roles and functions:
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Initially it was established to examine and develop measures to combat money laundering.
In October 2001, the FATF expanded its mandate to incorporate efforts to combat terrorist
financing, in addition to money laundering.

In April 2012, it added efforts to counter the financing of proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction.

What is a blacklist and grey list?

Black ListCountries known as NeGooperative Countries or Territories (NCCTSs) are put in the
blacklist. These countries support terror funding and money laundering activities. The FATF
revises the blacklist regularly, adding or deleting entries.

As of November 2022, only three countries were on the FATF bladkiigh Koreajran,

and Myanmar.

Grey ListCountries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and money
laundering are put in the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the country that it
may enter the blacklisiToget out of the grey list, a country has to fulfil tasks recommended by
the FATF, such as confiscating properties of individuals associated with terrorist groups.
Considered in the grey list may face:

9 Economic sanctionBom IMF,World Bank ADB.

1 Problem in getting loans fromMF, World Bank, ADB and other countries.

1 Reduction in international trade.

1 International boycott

32.Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)

1 SCO is permanentintergovernmental international organization.

L i ®drasihrpolitical, economic and military organizatioaiming to maintain peace,
security and stability in the region.

9 It was created i2001. The SCO Charter was signed in 2002, and entered into force in 2003.

Background:

1 Prior to the creation of SCO in 20&igzakhstanChing KyrgyzstanRussiaand Tajikistan
weremembers of the Shanghai Five.

1 Shanghai Five (1996) emerged from a series of border demarcation and demilitarization talks
which the four former Soviet republics held with China to ensure stability along the borders.

1 Following the accession of Uzbekistan to the organization in 2001, the Shanghai Five was
renamed the SCO.

1 India and Pakistan became members in 2017.

Objectives of SCO:
Strengthening mutual trust and neighbourliness among the member states.
Promoting their effective cooperation in politics, trade, the economy, research, technolog
and culture, as well as in education, energy, transport, tourism, environmental protection
and other areas.
Making joint efforts to maintain and ensure peace, security and stability in the region.
Moving towards the establishment of a democratic, fair and rational new international
political and economic order.

<

The SCO Heads of Government meet is held annually to focus on the trade and economic
F3SyRIF 2F GKS 2NBIyAalGA2Y LYyR FLIWINRGSa GKS {/ hd

Indiahosted the SCO summit asahairman of organisation in 2023

¢KS 6df 1 2F LYRAFQ& GNIRS 6AGK {/h O2dzyiNARSa Aa
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33.Interpol

The Interpol, or International Criminal Police Organization, is an irg@vernmental

organisation comprising 1®member countries, which helps police forces in all these countries

to better coordinate their actionsAccording to the Interpol website, the organisation enables
member countries to share and access data on crimes and criminals, and offers a range of
technical and operational support.

headquartered inLyon, France.

Formed in 1923s the International Criminal Police Commission, and started calling itself

Interpol in 1956.

India joined the organisation in 194%nd is one of its oldest members.

¢KS LYGSN1LRt 3ISYSNIf &SONEBG Hodkyadtvitiogdt & NR By v |

secretary generglwith itsheadquarters in Lyon, France.

LYGSNLR2f Qa RSOfFNBR 3Jf26lf LRftAOAY3I 321 f a
Countering terrorism, promoting | NTERPOL'S CRIME PROGRAMMES
bo rd er | nteg rlty WO rI dWId e, We provide a range of policing expertise and capabilities to our member countries, supporting three main crime programmes:
protection of vulnerable ORGANIZED AND

. L COUNTER-TERRORISM CYBERCRIME
communities, providing a secure EMERGING CRIME
cyberspace for people and
businesses, curbinicit markets, ,
H H H | AsslstngEESs Targeting and disrupting i
Supportlng environment Secul’lty, | countries to prevent intgrnati!:mal e Making cyberspace safe
. . . : and disrupt terrorist 2 PR for all by supporting
and pr0m0t|ng gIObaI |ntegr|ty. . activities through netwoksleIL Y ing. member countries to
the identification of analysl:par:d P— prevent and investigate
: individu?ls. networks :::g:‘ns.mg s na cyberattacks.

What is the Interpol General Assembly 7iE Sl
LG Aa LYGSNLRE QA
body, and comprises representatives from all its member countries.

It meets annually for a session lasting approximately four days, to vote on activities and
policy.

Each country is represented by one or more delegates at the Assembly, who are typically
chiefs of law enforcement agencies.

The Assembly also elects the members of the Interpol Executive Committee, the governi

02R& GKAOK GLINPGARSEa 3IdzZARIYyOS IyR RANBO
Interpol has a National Central Bureau (NCB) in each member country, which is the central [
of contact for both the general secretariat and the other NCBs around the world. Each NCB i
by police officials of that country, and usually sits in theegoment ministry responsible for

policing.(Home Ministry in India.)

What is a Red Notice?
Criminals or suspects often
flee to other countries to
evade facing justice. A Red
Corner Notice, oRed Notice
(RN) alerts police forces acros
the world about fugitives who
are wanted internationally.
LYdSNLRE al ea
issued for fugitives wanted
either for prosecution or to
serve a sentence. A Red Notic
is a request to law

INTERPOL NOTICES

RED NOTICE

WANTED PERSONS

GREEN NOTICE

WARNINGS AND INTELLIGENCE

ORANGE NOTICE

IMMINENT THREAT

YELLOW NOTICE

MISSING PERSONS

PURPLE NOTICE

MODUS OPERANDI

BLUE NOTICE

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

INTERPOL-UN SECURITY
COUNCIL SPECIAL NOTICE

GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS SUBJECT TO
UNSC SANCTIONS

BLACK NOTICE

UNIDENTIFIED BODIES

NOTES
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enforcement worldwide to locate and provisionally arrest a person pending extradition,
AdZNNBEYRSNE 2NJ AAYAETIFINI £SALE FOGA2Y dE

RN is published by Interpol at the request of a member counffe fugitives may be wanted for

prosecution or to serve a sentence. The country issuing the request need not be the home
country of the fugitive; Interpol acts on the request of a country where the alleged crime has
been committed.

Isan RNawarrant of arrest?
wb Aa 2yfe Fy AydSNYL iiismyahibternatoyaliaBa’t waddmiE 2 V]
Interpol itself does not want individuals; they are wanted by a country or an international
tribunal.

NOTES
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United Nations Organisations

1. UN General Assembly (UNGA)
1

Popularly known athe parliament of the worldwhere all the 193 UN member states are
represented, the UNGA ike deliberative, policymaking and representative organ of the U

<

Roles and functions:
9 Takes a decision on important matters such as peace and security, discusses various global
issues and budgetary matters.

Decides on matters such as the admission of new members.

Each of the 193 Member States in the Assembly has one Votes taken on designated
important issuesg such as recommendations on peace and security, the election of Secur
Council and Economic and Social Council members, and budgetary questi@ugiire a
two-thirds majority of Member States, but other quesins are decided by a simple
majority.

1 Inrecent years, an effort has been made to achieve consensus on issues, rather than deciding
08 | F2NX¥If @2GS> (Kdza aGNBYy3IGKSYyAy3d adzJd2 NI FR2 N
after having consulted and reached agreement with delegations, can peoihat a
resolution be adopted without a vote.

TheAssembly hasio binding votes or veto powers like the UN Security Council.
The UNGA can express world opinion, promote international cooperation in various fields and
make recommendations tothe UNSC &l SO ( KS { SOqedaiteht / 2dzy OAf Q& |y 2
members.

T
)l

ty

= =

General Assembly resolutions carry political weight but are not legally binding. Unlike the
Security Council, no country has veto power in the General Assembly.

NortMember States of the United Nations, which are members of one or more specialized agencjes,
can apply for the status of Permanent Observéhe status of @2ermanent Observer is based purely
on practice, and there are no provisions for it in the United Nations Charter.

Permanent Observers have free access to most meetings and relevant documentation.
Many regional and international organizations are also observers in the work and annual sessions of the
General Assembly.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

1 Thelnternational Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICGRPR)multilateral treaty
adopted by theUnited Nations General Assemblyhe covenant commits its parties to
respect the civil and political rights of individuals, including the right to life, freedom of
religion, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, electoral rights and rights to due process
and a fair trial.

1 The ICCPR is part of the International Bill of Human Rights, along wititehgational
Covenanton Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICE&@dR)heUniversal Declaration of
HumanRights (UDHR)

1 The ICCPR is monitored by tbheited Nations Human Rights Committee

Due to military attacks in Gaza, UN Secretagneral Antonio Guterres had invokédicle 99 of

the UN Charteto establish aeasefire.

9 Article 99 allows th&ecretaryGeneral to bring matters threatening international peade
the Security Council's attention.
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9 The provision has been rarely invoked. Past examples includgptieaval in the Republic of
the Congo in 196@llowingtheSY R 2 F . Sf 3AdzyQa O2f 2y Al f [NMzZ S |
196lagainstC NI vy OS Q& yvI@Lf FyR AN F2NDOSa I dzy]OKAy 3 |

. United Nations Security CountiNS¢

The Security Council was established by the UN Charter in 1945.

It is one of thesix principal organs of the United Nations.

Its primary responsibility is to work tanaintain international peace and security.
The council is headquartered ew York.

=2 = =a e N

The council ha$5 members:
1 Five (5permanent members
1 Ten (10) norpermanent members elected fawo-year terms

i Each year, the General Assembly eléetsnon-permanent membergout of ten in total) for
atwo-year term.

The ten noRpermanent seats are distributed onragional basis.

tKS O2dzy OAf Q& LIND &rdtaieS evé@y@moiitiamang it€lb m@#mdeksii @ 0 K I
Permanent members: United States, the Russian Federation, France, China and the United
Kingdom

=A =4 =4

About Security Council Presidency:

1. The presidency of the Councihisld by each of
the members in turn for one monthfollowing the
English alphabetical order of the Member States
names.

2. It rotates among the 15 membestatesof the
council monthly.

3. The head of the country's delegation is known as
the President of the United Nations Security
Council.

4. The president serves to coordinate actions of the
council, decide policy disputes, and sometimes functions as a diplomat or intermediary
between conflicting groups.

India had assumethe rotating
Presidency of theJnited Nations
Security Councilor the month of
August 2021.
This wasndia's tenth tenure.
This was alsindia’s first
presidency in the UNSC during it
2021-22 tenure as a non
permanent member of thdJNSC

How will membership change?

1 Amendment:Changing the membership of the Council requires amending the Charter.
1 Two-third of total membership:It involves consent of twahirds of the total membership of
the UN, including the concurring votes cbP

Veto power:Each of the fiv@ermanent membersas a veto.

Non-permanent seatsThe Charter was amended once in t#60s to enlarge the Council by
additional nonpermanent seats

)l
)l

Decisions taken under Chapter VII, such as economic sanctions or other sections like international
security, are binding on UN members; tBecurity Council is the only UN body with the
authority to issue binding resolutionsTheUNGA can only make recommendatioirsthis
regard.

Decisions that are vetoed by theSRcannot be submitted for the review of the UNGA. Atbe
UNSC is the authority under the UN charter to take action in situations threatening
international peace and security.
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TheCounterTerrorism Committeas a subsidiary body of th&Jnited Nations Security Councilt
wasformed in September 2001 soon after the tragic terrorist attack of 9/11 in New Y émkia
had chaired this committee in the Security Council in 2021

Indiawasthe Chair of the UN Security Council Counteerrorism Committee for the year 2022.

3. International Court of Justice (ICJ)

9 Thelnternational Commission of Juris@CJ) is an internationdiuman rightsnon-

governmental organization.

ICJ was established in 1945 by the United Nations charter and started working in April 1946.

Thelnternational Court of Justide the principal judicial organ of the United Nations. Its seat

is at the Peace Palace in the Hague (Netherlands).

9 Itis the only one of the six principal organs of the United Nations not located in New Yorl
O'YAGSR {GFrdSa 2F 1 YSNAOIUO® ¢KS / 2dzNIiQa|l NS A
legal disputes submitted to it by States and to give advisory opinions on legal questions
referred to it by authorized United Nations organs and specialized agendiés.
International Court of Justice functions in accordance witlbitgute.

=A =

Structure:
1 The Court is composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of offitaefearsby the
United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council.

In order to ensure a measure of continuity, one third of the Coletested every three years,
It is a standing group

of 60 eminent IC] vs. ICC

juristst including

)l
)l

H i International Court of Justice (IC]) International Criminal Court (ICC)
senior JUdgeS’ La Cour Intemationalelde lusticeJ(CIl) La Cour pénale internationale (CPI)
attorneys and Year Court — —
academics who Bstablisied

Official court of the U.N,, Independent. May receive case
work to develop UN-Relationshipcommonly referred to as the "World[referrals from the UN Security
national and Court." Council.
international Location The Hague, The Netherlands The Hague, The Netherlands
human r|g hts Types of Cases i?&;ig;?g;;eito‘::en PrmtiE & Criminal prosecution of individuals
standardsth rough Sovereignty, boundary, & maritime

" disputes, trade, natural resources, |Genocide, crimes against humanity,

the IaW . pulijeckMatter hurian rights, treaty violations, war crimes, crimes?)f aggression ’
Commissioners are treaty interpretation, and more.
known for their Assessed contribution from state

. parties to the Rome Statute;
experience, voluntary contributions from the
knowledge and Funding [UN-funded. IU.N.; voluntary contributions from
fundamental governments, international

. organizations, individuals,
commitment to corporations and other entities.

human rights. The composition of the Commission ainrefiect the geographical diversity
of the world and its many legal systems.

The 15 judges of the Court are distributed in following regions:

Three fromAfrica.

Two from Latin America and Caribbean.

Three from Asia.

Five from Western Europe and other states.

Two from Eastern Europe.

arwONPRE

Independence of judges:
Unlike other organs of international organizatiotisg Court is not composed of representatives
of governments.Members of the Court are independent judges whose first task, before taking up
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their duties, is to make a solemn declaration in open court that they will exercise their power
impartially and conscientiously.

Jurisdiction and Functioning:
1 The ICJ is not a supreme court to which national courts can turn; it does not act as a court of
last resort for individualdNor is it an appeal court for any international tribunalt can,

however, rule on the validity of arbitral awards.

1 The Court can only hear a dispute when requested to do so by one or more 8tatasiot
deal with a dispute on its own initiativeNeither is it permitted, under its Statute, to
investigate and rule on acts of sovereign States as it chooses.

1 Judgments are final and without appedf there is a dispute about the meaning or scope of a
judgment, the only possibility is for one of the parties to make a request to the Court for an
interpretation.

1 Inthe event of the discovery of a fact hitherto unknown to the Court which might be a
decisive factor, either party may apply for revision of the judgment.

9 United Nations Charteauthorizes theUN Security Councib enforce Court rulings.
However, such enforcement is subject to the veto power of the five permanent members|of
the council.

4. International Maritime Organisation (IMO)

Thelnternational Maritime Organisation (IMOassembly for th€024c25 biennium India was

re-elected to the IMO Council with the highest vote tally.

1 India falls under th€€ategory of 10 statewith the largest interest in international seaborne
trade, alongside countries likAustralia, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, the Netherland
Spain, Sweden, and the United Arab Emirates.

1 The IMO Coungcilwhich India has been +&lected to,serves as the executive organ of the
organization and is responsible for supervising its work.

UJ

Under theMaritime India Vision 2030 (MIV 2030ndia aims tenhance its representation at
the IMO by appointing permanent representativeend nominating candidates for the Junior
Professional Officer (JPO) Program.

Thelnternational Maritime Organization (IMOjs a United Nations specialized agency that works
to improve the safety and security of international shippinghe IMO's mission is to promote
sustainable, efficient, environmentally sound, and safe shipping through cooperation.

5. United Nation€onvention against Transnational Organized Crimes

(UNTOC)

The Minister of State for Home Affairs attended a tday conference ifPalermo, Italy marking
the 20th anniversary of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crimes
(UNTOC).

TheUnited Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNIBG(Q)obal and
legally binding instrumentdopted by theUN General Assembily 2000and enforced ir2003
It is thefirst comprehensive treaty aimed at combatting transnational organized crime including
human trafficking, migrant smuggling, and illicit firearms trafficking.

Currently, there ard 91 parties to the Conventionincludinglndia (who joined it in 202 and
ratified it in2011) Central Bureau of Investigati@s the national Nodal Authority from India.
India also enacted th€riminal Law Amendment Act in 2QMhich specifically defines human
trafficking.

About Transnational Organized Crime
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Transnational organized crime refersdominal activities that operate across national borders
involving organized groups engaged in various illegal activities such as drug trafficking, hum
trafficking, money laundering, and cybercrime.

6. United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL)
India hosted thenauguralUnited Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRA
South Asia Conferencecently.

1 The conference aimed tetrengthen India's engagement with UNCITRAL and encourage
interaction between UNCITRAL, the judiciary, bureaucracy, academia, and the legal
fraternity.

It was organized jointly bhe Ministry of External Affairs, UNCITRAL, and the organizatior
national coordination committee for India.

The conference covered various topics, including the digital economy, MSMESs and access t

1

credit, insolvency, investestate dispute settlement reform, international commercial arbitration,

and mediation. The event also highlighted India's potential as a hub for international arbitrati

About UNCITRAL:

UNCITRAL stands for tbkited Nations Commission on International Trade Laivis the
principallegal entitywithin the United Nations system dedicated to international trade law.
UNCITRAL is a legal body wittiversal membership that specializes in commercial law reform
worldwide. It has been working for ov&0 years to modernize and harmonize rules on
international businessUNCITRAL's primary goal is to facilitate international trade by creating
legal frameworks and instruments that promote fairness, transparency, and efficiency in cros
border commercial transactions.

7. IndiaUN Capacity Building Initiative

India and the United Nationfiave jointly launched th&india-UN Capacity Building Initiative,"

which aims teshare India's development experiences, best practices, and expertise with parti

countries in the Global South through capacibuilding and training programs.

9 This initiative builds upomdia's extensive cooperation in development and capacity
building with partner countries.

1 The initiative complements the existing IndiN partnership through théindia-UN
5SSt 2LIYSyid t I NIYSNARKALI CdzyReé @

1 The initiative will operationalize thedevelopmentrelated goals of India's G20 Presidency,
including the G20 Action Plan for Accelerating Progress on the Sustainable Developmen
Goals (SDGs) aruuilding Digital Public Infrastructure

8. World Trade Organization (WJrO

World Trade Organization, as an institution, was established in 1995. It replaced General
Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (GATT) which was in place since 1946.

The WTO officially commenced on 1 January 1995 uithgelarrakesh Agreement, signed
by 123 nations on 15 April 1994.

India has been a member of GATT since 1948; hence it was party to Uruguay Round an
founding member of WTO.

2 KAfS 2¢h OFYS Ay
umbrella treaty for trade in goods.

G2 SEA&AGSYOS Ay mdodp=

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is ttvely global international organization dealing
with the rules of trade between nations.

At its heart are the WTO agreements, negotiated and signed by the bulk gf2h&lf R Q &
nations and ratified in their parliaments.

NOTES

Aan

)

's

D

oN.

S

ner

t

1 a
D! ¢¢ R
NI RAY

www.insightsonindia.com 46 |

nsightsiAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSTAPT 202 EXCLUSIVENTERNATIONAL RELAT)ONS |

¢ KS 2 ¢ h Qahel@oducersiofigoadi?and services, exporters, and importers cond
their business.

The WTO Ministerial Conference is théghest decisiormaking body of the World Trade
Organization.

tKAad O2yFSNByOS Aa
164 members.

WTO is a&onsensushased, memberglriven organization The main advantage of this
approach is that the decision taken is acceptable to all members.

Under theMarrakesh Agreemeristablishing the WTO, the Ministerial Conference in¢et
at least once every two years.

FdGSYRSR 068 (GKS ¢NIR

Structure of WTO:
The WTO is headed by the Ministerial Conference, while the daily operations are carried out
three administrative bodies:

1. The General Counaiomprises the representatives of all member countries and acts as th

representative of the Ministerial Conference when it comes to daily operations. Its job is to

carry out the implementation and monitoring function of the WTO.

trade disputes between member states. There is also an Appellate Body, where member
states can appeal any decisions made against them during a dispute settlement.

The Trade Policy Review Bo@yalso a part of the General Council and is responsible for
ensuring the trade policies of member states are in line with the goals of the WTO. Memi
countries are required to inform the WTO about changes in their laws and trade policies.

Roles and functions of Director General of WTO:
The directorgeneral of the World Trade Organization is the officer of the World Trade
Organization responsible for supervising and directing the organization's administrative
operations.
The DirectoiGeneral has little power over matters of poliahe role is primarily advisory
and managerial.
The DirectotGeneral supervises the WTO secretariat of about 700 staff aappmnted by
WTO members for a term of four years.

Developing Country Status in WTO:

There are no WTO definitionr8 ¥ a RS@St 21LJSR¢é | YR GRS@St 2 LIy

Members announce for themselves KSG KSNJ i KS&8 NS aRS@Sft 2LIS
However, other members can challenge the decision of a member to make use of provis
available to developing countries.

/ SNIFAY 2¢h F3aINBSYSyida 3IAGS RS@PSt2LIAy3I O2
GNBFGYSYGQ o0{ 95 ¢ ograniN@ebpitigxciyfrieslongeKtin€irimeSto y
implement the agreementsand even commitments to raise trading opportunities for such
countries.

¢ KS RSO S adlriddza 1ff26a
from the commitments under various multilateral trade agreements ratified by the
organisation.

They can continue tonpose tariffs and quotas ogoods and services in order to limit imports

and promote domestic producers&stho may otherwise be affected adversely by imports that are

lower in price or better in qualityHowever Exports by developing countries are not exempted
from import duties in developed countries

The Dispute Settlement Bodg a part of the General Council and is responsible for settling
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WTO pacts are often aimed at reduction in government support to certain industries over tim
and set more lenient target for developing nations and grant them more time to achieve thes
targets compared to developed ones.

The classification also allows other countries to offer preferential treatment.

Least Developed Countries (LDCs) are often exempted from certain provisions of WTO pact

country classified as an LDC, receives zero duty, zero quota access for most of its exports ta

developed countries.

Dispute settlement:

Resolving trade disputes is one of the core activities of the WTO.
A dispute arises when a member government believes another member government is
violating an agreement or a commitment that it has made in the WTO.
The WTO has one of the most active international dispute settlement mechanisms in the
world.

There are three main stages to the WTO dispute settlement process:
() consultations between the parties.

(ii) adjudication by panels and, if applicable, by the Appellate Body.
(iii) the implementation of the ruling, which includes the possibility of countermeasures in the
event of failure by the losing party to implement the ruling.

2¢hQa ! LJIIStEErGS . 2ReY
The Appellate Body, set up in 1995, is a standing
committee that presides over appeals against
judgments passed in tradelated disputes
brought by WTO members.
Countries involved in a dispute over measures
purported to break a WTO agreement or
obligation can approach the Appellate Body if the
feel the report of the panel set up to examine the
issue needs to be reviewed on points of law.
However, existing evidence is notegamined but
legal interpretations are reviewed.

Thelnternational Plant Protection
Convention (IPPQ3% one of the "Three
Sisters" recognized by the World Trag
Organization's (WTQO) Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures (SPS)
Agreement, along with th€odex
Alimentarius Commissiofior food
safety standards and thé/orld
Organization for Animal Health (OIE)
for animal health standards.

NOTES

D @D

|92}

The Appellate Body can uphold, modify, or reverse the legal findings of the panel that hejard

the dispute. Countries on either or both sides of the dispute can appeal.

2¢hQa
)l

' ANBSYSyid 2y ! ANKROdzZ (G dzZNBY

TheAgreement on Agricultur€AoA) is an internationatreaty of the World Trade
Organization. It was negotiated during theuguay Roundf the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade, arehtered into force with the establishment of the WTO on January 1,
1995.

9 Itis aimed to remove trade barriers and to promote transparent market access and
integration of global markets.

T ¢KS 2¢hQa ! ANROdz Gdz2NBE / 2YYAGGSS 20SNARSSE AYLX S
a forum for members to address related concerns.

9. United Nations Peacekeeping

United Nations Peacekeeping is a joint effort between the Department of Peace Operations and

the Department of Operational Support. Every peacekeeping mission is authorized by the Security

Council.
1 The U.N. began its Peacekeeping efforts in 1948 when it deployed military observers to
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l'aAl @ ¢KS tSFEOSTSSLIAYy3a YAaaarzyQa NRtS ¢
Israel and its Arab neighbours.

1 U.N. Peacekeepers provide security as well as political and peacebuilding support to
conflict-ridden countries.

¢tKS GKNBS o613aA0 LINAYOALX S&a (GKIFG 3IdzZARS | op

1 Consent of the parties

1 Impartiality

1 Nonuse of force except in seffefence and defence of the mandate

Composition:
1 UN peacekeepers (often referred to as Blue Berets or Blue Helmets because of their ligh
berets or helmets) can include soldiers, police officers, and civilian personnel.
Peacekeeping forces are contributed by member states on a voluntary basis.

Civilian staff of peace operations are international civil servants, recruited and deployed
the UN Secretariat.

)l
)l

How are UN Peacekeeping operations funded?
While decisions about establishing, maintaining or expanding a peacekeeping operation i
taken by the Security Councihe financing ofUN Peacekeepingperations is the collective
responsibility of all UN Member States.

Every Member State is legally obligated to pay their respective shameards peacekeeping.
This is in accordance with the provisiongdticle 17 ofthe Charter of the United Nations

India has a long history of service in UN Peacekeeping, having contributed more personnel {
any other country.

t SI OS5 Pp&dtitnyhd
NEfS A

LYRAFQa O2y(iNROdziA2y G2 ! Db
Koreainthe 19508 ¢ KSNB LY RAI Qa4 YSRALI (2 NE
in Korea led to the signing of the armistice that ended the Korean War.

0
y

India also served as Chair of the three international commissions for supervision and control
Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos established by the 1954 Geneva Accords on Indochina.

India has been sending women personnel on UN Peacekeeping Mi$ei@067, India became
the first country to deploy an alwvomen contingent to a UN Peacekeeping Mission.

Medical care is among the many services Indian Peacekeepers provide to the communities |
which they serve on behalf of the Organization. They also perform specialised tasks such ag
veterinary support and engineering services.

India was the first country to contribute to the Trust Fund on sexual exploitation and abuse,
was set up in 2016.

10.Blue Helmets

Blue Helmets are the military personnel of the U.N. that work alongside the U.N. Police and
OAGAt ALY O2tftSF3adzSa (2 LINRY2(GS Thedpérdomnal ek thed
name from the iconic blue helmets or berets they wear.

All military personnel under Blue Helmets are members of their national armies first who are
seconded to work under the U.N. command.
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Currently, there are more than 70,000 military personnel enlisted as Blue HelAfatan and
Asian countries outnumber their western counterparts in contributing soldiers to Blue
Helmets.

How are Blue Helmets enlisted?
1 Qualified military officers from U.N. member states are recruited to serve as individual staff
officers, military observers, or as part of units from an individual trooptributing country,
by the United Nations Office of Military Affairs. Staff officers also deployed at the U.N.
headquarters from where they monitor all aspects related to deployment of troops on the
ground.
9 Blue Helmets are seconded to work under the U.N. flag for periods normally of up to ong
year in the field, or two or three years at the headquarters.

A1
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International Banks / International Financial Institutions

1. Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT)
What is SWIFT?
It isa messaging network that financial institutions use to securely transmit information and
instructions through a standardized system of codé$nder SWIFT, each financial organization
has a unique code which is used to send and receive payments.
SWIFT does not facilitate funds transfeather, it sends payment orders, which must be
settled by correspondent accounts that the institutions have with each other.
The SWIFT is a secure financial message carrier other words, it transports messages
from one bank to its intended bank recipient.
Its core role is to provide a secure transmission chanselthat Bank A knows that its
message to Bank B goes to Bank B and no one else. Bank B, in turn, knows that Bank A, and no
one other than Bank A, sent, read or altered the message en route. Banks, of course, need to
have checks in place before actuallpdmg messages.

Where is it located?
The Belgiumheadquartered SWIFT connects more than 11,000 banking and securities
organizations in over 200 countries and territories.

SWIFT India:
SWIFT India is a joint venture of top Indian public and private sector banks and SWIFT (Soc|ety
for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunicatianifhe company was created to deliver
high quality domestic financial messaging services to the Indian financial community.
Bhattacharya said the venture has a huge potential to contribute significantly to the financial
community in many domains.

Significance of SWIFT:
aSaal3aSa aSyid o0& {2LC¢tQa OdzalG2YSNA | NB | dziKSy i
identification technology.
Encryption is added as the messages leave the customer environment and enter the SWIFT
Environment.
Messages remain in the protected SWIFT environment, subject to all its confidentiality and
integrity commitments, throughout the transmission process while they are transmitted tg
the operating centres (OPCs) where they are processexhtil they are safgl delivered to
the receiver.

2. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB)
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB) is a multilateral development bank with a missiop to
improve social and economic outcomes in Asia and beyond.
The Parties (57 founding members) to agreement comprise the Membership of the Bank.
It isheadquartered in Beijing.
The bank started operation afténe agreement entered into force on 25 December 2015,
after ratifications were received from 10 member states holding a total number of 50% ofjthe
initial subscriptions of the Authorized Capital Stock.

Aim:
By investing in sustainable infrastructure and other productive sectors today, it aims to connect
people, services and markets that over time will impact the lives of billions and build a better
future.

Membership:
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There are more than 100 members now.

Voting Rights:
China is the largest voting shares in the bank followed by Bmtid&Russia.

Various organs of AllB:
Board of GovernorsThe Board of Governors consists of one Governor and one Alternate

Governor appointed by each member country. Governors and Alternate Governors serve at the

pleasure of the appointing member.
Board of DirectorsNonrNB & A RSy G . 2F NR 2F 5ANBOG2NRA A&
general operations, exercising all powers delegated to it by the Board of Governors.

International Advisory PanelThe Bank has established an International Advisory Panel (IAP) to

ddzLILR2 NI GKS t NBaAaARSYyd FyR {SyA2NJ alyl3aSyS§
general operational issues.

3. Asian Development Bank (ADB)
ADB is a regional development bank.
established on 19 December 1966.
headquarteredt Manila, Philippines.
official United Nations Observer.

Who can be its members?

The bank admits the members thfe United Nations Economic and Social CommisdimmAsia

and the Pacific (UNESCAP, formerly the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East o,

ECAFE) and nemregional developed countries.
ADB now has 68 members.

Voting rights:
It is modeled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting system where

NOTES
NBaLRy 3
yi 2y

92354 INB RAZGNRODZISR Ay LINBLRNIAZ2Y 6AGK YSYo6S

Asof 31 December20> | 5. Q& sShaveli@ders areNIHpSraaid the United States

681 OK 6AGK mMpoc: 2F (2Glf aKINBaos (GKS tS2LX SQ

Australia (5/7%).

Roles and functions:
Dedicated to reducing poverty in Asia and the Pacific through inclusive economic growth
environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration.
This is carried out through investmergsn the form of loans, grants and information sharing

¢ in infrastructure, health care services, financial and public administration systems, helpjng

nations prepare for the impact of climate change or better mantg# natural resources, as
well as other areas.

4. New Development Bank (NDB)
It is a multilateral development bardperated bythe BRICStates(Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa).
It was agreed to by BRICS leaderthat5th BRICS summit held in Durban, South Africa in
2013.
It wasestablished in 2014at the 6th BRICS Summitfairtaleza, Brazil.

The bank is set up to foster greater financial and development cooperation among the five

emerging markets.

Headquarteredin Shanghai, China.
In 2018, the NDB receivadbserver status in the United Nations General Assemlggtablishing
a firm basis for active and fruitful cooperation with the UN.

NEA ¢
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Members:
The five founding members of the Bank include Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa.
In September 2021, Bangladesh, the United Arab Emirates and Uruguay joined the NDB|
In December 2021, the NDB admitted Egypt as a new member.

Voting:
Unlike the World Bank, which assigns votes based on capital share, in the New Development Bank
each participant country will be assigned one vote, and none of the countries will have veto
power.

Roles and functions:
The Bank will mobilise resources for infrastructure and sustainable development projects in BRICS
and other emerging economies and developing countries, to supplement existing efforts of
multilateral and regional financial institutions for global growtldatevelopment.

Significance:
The BRICS brings together five of the largest developing countries of the world, representing 41%
of the global population, 24% of the global GDP and 16% of the global trade.

5. Bank for International Settlements
BIS is an international financial organisation owned ®ynémber central banks, representing
countries from around the world including India.
It fosters international monetary and financial cooperation and serves as a bank for central
banks.

It carries out its work through its meetings, programmes and through the Basel Prpcess
hosting international groups pursuing global financial stability and facilitating their
interaction.

Its headquarteris in Basel, Switzerland.

The BIS was established in 1930 by an intergovernmental agreement between Germany,
Belgium, France, the United Kingdom, Italy, Japan, the United States, and Switzerland.

|©

International Finance Corporation (IFC)

It is an international financial institution that offers investment, advisory, and asset
management services to encourage private sector development in developing countries.
It isa member of the World Bank Grougnd is headquartered in Washington, D.C., United
States.

It wasestablished in 195@s the private sector arm of the World Bank Group to advance
economic development by investing in strictly-fmofit and commercial projects that purport
to reduce poverty and promote development.

The IFC iswned and governed by its member countriglsut has its own executive
leadership and staff that conduct its normal business operations.

It is a corporation whosshareholders are member governmentsat provide paidin capital
and which have the right to vote on its matters.

Roles and functions:

1. Since 2009, the IFC has focused on a set of development goals that its projects are expected
to target. Its goals are to increase sustainable agriculture opportunities, improve healthcare
and education, increase access to financing for microfinance ariddsssclients, advance
infrastructure, help small businesses grow revenues, and invest in climate health.

2. It offers an array of debt and equity financing services and helps companies face their rigk
exposures while refraining from participating in a management capacity.
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3. It advises governments on building infrastructure and partnerships to further support private

sector development.

World Bank Group
|

l | I

International Bank International International Multilateral International Centre
for Reconstruction Development Finance Investment for Settiement of
and Development Association Corporation Guarantee Agency Investment Disputes
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7. International Monetary and Financial Committee

Composition: The IMFC has 24 members, drawn from the poold®fdovernors. Its structure
mirrors that of the Executive Board and its 24 constituencies. As such, the IMFC represents @ll the
member countries of the Fund.
Functions:The IMFC meets twice a year, during the Spring and Annual Meetings. The Committee
discusses matters of common concern - N
affecting the global economy and also advisg Stylized view of IMF governance

the IMF on the direction its work.

Board of

At the end of the Meetings, the Committee Adises nfrially Governors [ Fepreseriaton
issues a joint communiquéummarizing its Advises

views. These communiqués provide guidanc| /67  osesussoure
FT2NJ GKS LaCcQa 42N L '\‘:"/'

months leading up to the next Spring or Exocutive o
Annual Meetings. There is no formal voting & AR o Board
the IMFC, which operates by consensus. f%gmwl T“‘”% Elect
survelllance %"
Significance: R Gy Direcor [ Country
The IMFC advises and reports to the IMF - l_mmmlm:'lc"m""“/
Board of Governors on the supervision reporsto I menages .
and management of the international Staff
monetary and financial system, iNCIUING | .. varnezoiaz 2005, wpcstes ostover 2017
on responses to unfolding events that ™ /

may disrupt the system.
It also considers proposals by the Executive Board to amend the Articles of Agreement and
advises on any other matters that may be referred to it by the Board of Governors.
Although the IMFC has no formal decisioaking powers, in practice, it has become a key
instrument for providing strategic direction to the work and policies of the Fund.
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International Events

1. 2"9Voice of Global South SuUmMH\OGSS)
The 29 Voice of Global South Summit, hosted by Iradiied forrestraint, dialogue, and
diplomacyto resolve the IsragHamas conflict.

What is VOGSS?

Voice of Global South Summit is a platform where countries from the Global South, often
described agleveloping or less developedome together to share perspectives and priorities.
The summit focuses on sustaining momentum towardae inclusive, representative, and
progressiveworld order.

The aitcome of the summit:
Indian PM unveil®AKSHINGIlobal South Centre of Excellence) aatsT 2 NJ for the) Glabgl
South: Consultation, Cooperation, Communication, Creativity, and Capacity building.

What isthe global south?

¢tKS GSNXY aDft206lf {2d zli
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India has taken several initiatives for SouBouth cooperation including the induction of the
African Union into the G20 Groupinénternational Solar Alliang&lobal Biofuel Alliangeind
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructuhritiatives such aslAHARISHiocus on global food
security, while the520 Digital Public InfrastructurErameworkaim to enhance collaboration anc
address shared challenges among Global South
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Miscellaneous

1. Global Nuclear Order (GNO)
The global nuclear order (GNO) refers to gsablished framework, rules, and agreements
governing the use and proliferation of nuclear weapons a global scale.

E.g.the NuclearNon-Proliferation Treaty (NPTaims to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons
and promote disarmament.

Key Components of the Global Nuclear Order:

Key Components Description
Non-Proliferation Efforts toprevent the spread of nuclear weaportse additional
states.
Disarmament Initiatives aimed ateducing and ultimately eliminating nuclear
arsenalsglobally.
Nuclear Material Measures tafeguard nuclear materials, facilities, and technologi¢
Security from theft, sabotage or unauthorized access.
Peaceful Use of Promotion of nuclear technology for peaceful purposes such as
Nuclear Energy electricity generation, medicine, agriculture, and industry
International Frameworks like théluclear NonProliferation Treaty (NPT)
Agreements and Comprehensive NuclearestBan Treaty (CTB.land others establish
Treaties norms, regulations, and obligations related to nuclear activities.
International Bodies like thenternational Atomic Energy Agency (IAE@&VJersee
Organizations and nuclear activitiesandinspections, and promote nuclear safety and
Agencies security worldwide.

KEY TREATIES FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT,
ARMS CONTROL AND NON-PROLIFERATION

Comprehensive
Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty
(CTBT):

Treaty on Non-
proliferation
of Nuclear

Partial Test

o
Ban Traty 5

O
O
< =
(PTBT): Weapons (NPT):

Prohibits testing ~ Only binding treaty International treaty

of Nuclear for nuclear that bans all
weapons which disamament of nuclear explosions
can cause Nuclear weapon  in all environments.
radioactive fallout states. (Not yet entered
outside the State's into force)
territory >
& & J/

LYRAFIQa t2aAdAzy 2y (GKS Dt2olf bdzOf SI NJ h NRSNY

1. Nuclear Disarmamentindia supports complete disarmament within a specitiegeframe

2. ThedctrineofUb 2 CANBRG | 4SQ 0 b The docting wagornally &dbptet 4 S| LJ2 v &
in January 2003nd says that nuclear weapons will only be used in retaliation against a
nuclear attack on Indian territory or on Indian forces anywhere

a. Last yearthe Indian Defence Minister said that theo first use nuclear policy' of
Indiamay change in the future.

3. Advocate for Global Disarmamenindia advocates for global nuclear disarmament while
seeking recognition as a responsible nuclear power.

4. Non-Signatory to NPT and CTHmdia distinguishes itself by not being a signatory to the
Nuclear NorProliferation Treaty (NPT) and CTBT, as it deems them discriminatory
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a. India'snon-signatory statusto the NPT creates complexities in its relationship with
the global nuclear order, having developed its nuclear program independently.
5. Nuclear Arsenal Expansioindia’'s ongoing expansion and modernization of its nuclear
arsenal raise concerns about regional stability, especially given tensionBakitstan and the
strateqic rivalry with China.
Relations with PakistanThe nuclear dynamics between India and Pakistan pose challenges
China Factortndia's nuclear policy is influenced byrigtations with China and as China
modernizes its nuclear capabilities, India might feel compelled to bolster its arsenal

o

~

2. Olympics

Origin The Olympic Games originatedancient Greeces part of a religious
festival in honour of Zeus, the Greek god of the sky, at Olympia.
Modern Olympics | The modern Olympic Games were revived inldte 19th century The
Games first modern Olympic Games were heldli®96 in Athens, Greece
Pierre, Baron de Coubertjns credited as the architect of the modern
Olympic Games.

International The International Olympic Committee (IQfounded: 1894; HQ:
Olympic LausanneSwitzerland)is anon-governmental sports organization
Committee (IOC) | responsible for organizing thelympic Gameand governd\ational
Olympic CommitteeNOCSs).

In 2009, theJN General Assembdyanted thelOCPermanent
Observerstatus.

The 10C Sessionti®e annual meeting of IOC membevghereeach
member has one vote, and its decisions are final.

Pattern of Olympic| Since 1948, the Olympics have been tmldry four years

Games The responsibility of hosting the Olympic Gamegiven to a city not a
country, and the choice of the city is determinsalely by the IOC.

More about Olympics Cities:

1 To date51 different citieshave been chosen to host trrodern Olympicswith a majority in
Western Europe.

1 No cities from Central Americafrica, Central Asia, the Middle East, South Asia, or Southgeast

Asia have hosted the Olympics.

Host city decisions are made betwesgven to eleven years before the Games

2024 Summer Olympics: Pariz)28 Summer Olympics: Los Angeles

=A =
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NOTES

3. Project Mariana
Project Mariana a collaborative efforinvolving the Bank for International Settlements (BIS) an
the central banks of France, Singapore, and Switzerlamas successfully completed its mission|.
1 The projectfocused on testing the crosborder trading andsettlement of wholesalecentral
bank digital currencie@vCBDCs) among financial institutions, utilizing decentralized finance
(DeFi) technology concepts on a public blockchain.

o

Key points about Project Mariana

1 Project Mariana demonstrated theuccessful crosborder trading and settlement of
hypothetical euro, Singapore dollar, and Swiss franc wCB&@sng simulated financial
institutions.

1 The project relied on several kelements, including a common technical token standard
provided by a public blockchairbridges for seamless wCBDC transfeetween different
networks, and arutomated Market Maker (AMM to facilitate automated spot FX
transactions and settlements.

1 The AMM's innovativalgorithms pooled liquidity from various wCBDCsnabling automatic
pricing and execution of spot FX transactions, and suggesting potential applications for the
next generation of financial market infrastructuresupporting cros$order trading and
settlement.

4. White phosphorus

Human Rights WatckHRW said the Israeli military recently usedvhite phosphorusnunitions

in Lebanon and Gaza.

1 White phosphorus munitions can loelivered through artillery shells, bombs, rockets, or
grenades.This substance lourless, white, or yellow and emits a garii&ke odour.
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