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Bilateral Relations 

 

1. Joint Economic and Trade Committee (JETCO) 
The Union Cabinet has approved the signing of a protocol for the establishment of a Joint 
Economic and Trade Committee (JETCO) between the Department of Commerce and the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic.  
 
What is the Joint Economic and Trade Committee (JETCO)? 
The Joint Economic and Trade Committee (JETCO) is a bilateral mechanism established between 
two countries to facilitate economic collaboration and trade relations.  
It serves as a platform for discussions, information exchange, and cooperation between the 
participating nations, aiming to strengthen economic ties, enhance trade and industry, and 
address challenges in the export and import of goods and services. 
 
Significance of the Agreement: 
The protocol can also serve as a gateway to the larger Latin American and Caribbean markets. 
India imports gold from the Dominican Republic and exports pharmaceuticals, marine products, 
motor vehicles, two and three-ǿƘŜŜƭŜǊǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ōƻƻǎǘ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎΦ  
 
India has Joint Economic and Trade Committee (JETCO) agreements with various countries, 
including the United Kingdom, Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, Vietnam, South Korea, 
Canada, Mauritius, and Oman. 
 

2. India-Japan Relations 
India-Japan Examples 

Shared Values Democracy, Freedom, and Rule of Law 

Defence and 
Security 
Cooperation 

India and Japan Vision 2025: Work together for peace and prosperity in 
the Indo-Pacific region and the world 

Relationship elevated to Special Strategic and Global Partnership 
(2014) 

"2+2" Dialogue 

Inclusive and Rule-based International order in Indo-Pacific 

FOIP (Free and Open Indo-Pacific). 

Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement with India 

Military exercises: Dharma Guardian (army), Veer Guardian (Air Force), 
MILAN, JIMEX (Navy), and Malabar 

Strengthening 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ !Ŏǘ 9ŀǎǘ 
Policy 

Japan supports strategic connectivity linking South Asia to Southeast 
Asia through synergy between the "Act East" policy and "Partnership 
for Quality Infrastructure." 

Economic 
Cooperation 

Japanese help during LƴŘƛŀΩǎ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ tŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ ό.htύ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ in 1991 

Bilateral trade over US $20 billion (2022) 

Japan was the 4th largest investor in India in FY2020. 

Industries Competitiveness Partnership 

Comprehensive and Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) since 
2011 

Culture Buddhism  

Healthcare Narrative of AHWIN όWŀǇŀƴΩǎύ ŦƻǊ !¸¦{Ia!b .ƘŀǊŀǘΦ 

Investment and 
ODA 

India has been the largest recipient of Japanese Official Development 
Assistance (ODA) Loan for decades (e.g., Delhi Metro, Western 
Dedicated Freight Corridor, High-Speed Railways). 

Global Partnership Both are members of G4, Asia-Africa Growth Corridor, Supply chain 
resilience initiatives, and QUAD. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-europe/india-uk/


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                          5                                                                      InsightsIAS 

INSTA PT 2024 EXCLUSIVE (INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 

NOTES 
Space LUPEX Mission όLƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƭǳƴŀǊ ƭŀƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ǊƻǾŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

moon). 

Nuclear 
Cooperation 

India-Japan Nuclear Deal 2016 will help India build six nuclear reactors 
in southern India. 

Digital 
Infrastructure 
Cooperation 

Cooperation in promoting joint projects for digital transformation (5G, 
Open RAN, Telecom Network Security, submarine cable systems, 
Quantum Communications). 

 

3. India-Maldives Relations 

 
About Maldives: 

¶ It is strategically located at vital sea lanes, facilitating 
maritime trade between the Gulf of Aden, the Gulf of 
Hormuz, and the Strait of Malacca.  

¶ The physical geography includes coral reefs, atolls, and a 
large Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).  

¶ Rising sea levels pose a threat to this low-lying 
archipelago, and it's separated from India's Minicoy by 
the Eight Degree Channel. 

 

4. Migration and Mobility Agreement 
The Union Cabinet, has granted ex-post facto approval to 
the Migration and Mobility Agreement between India and 
Italy.  

¶ The agreement aims to enhance people-to-people contacts, promote the mobility of 
students, skilled workers, business people, and young professionals, and strengthen 
cooperation on issues related to irregular migration.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Key provisions: 

¶ Granting temporary residence in Italy for up to 12 months to Indian students seeking initial 
professional experience after completing academic or vocational training.  

¶ Reserves quotas for non-seasonal and seasonal Indian workers under the existing labour 
mobility pathways.  

¶ Cooperation in combating irregular migration. 
 
The two countries established political relations in 1947 and have celebrated 75 years of 
diplomatic relations.  
 

5. Innovation Handshake 
India and the United States have officially launched the "Innovation Handshake" agenda, a 
collaborative effort aimed at deepening bilateral ties in technology.  

¶ The "Innovation Handshake" signals a commitment to strengthen the start-up ecosystem 
and promote cooperation in Critical and Emerging Technologies.  

¶ The concept, developed under the US-India Commercial Dialogue, aims to connect dynamic 
start-up ecosystems, address regulatory hurdles, and promote innovation and job growth, 
especially in emerging technologies.  

 
The initiative focuses on priority sectors identified under the US-India Initiative for Critical and 
Emerging Technology (iCET). The goal is to foster a tech partnership and open up opportunities 
for collaboration while addressing challenges in these sectors. 
 

6. Consulate in Seattle 
After seven years of planning, India opens its sixth consulate in Seattle (apart from Consulates in 
Atlanta, Chicago, Houston, New York City and San Francisco), a major hub for technology 
companies such as Microsoft, Amazon, Boeing, and more.  
 
Embassy Vs Consulates: 
An embassy represents one country's government in another and is usually located in the host 
country's capital, with the ambassador as the head.  
Consulates are smaller offices typically located in major cities of the host country, focusing on 
providing consular services to citizens (e.g., issuing visas and passports, aiding during emergencies 
legal aid), living or travelling abroad. 
  

7. Taiwan-India 
Taiwan and India are discussing the hiring of tens of thousands of Indian workers, through 
employment mobility agreements. 
 
The agreement is aimed at sending Indian workers to fill labour shortages in Taiwan and 
addresses Taiwan's need for workers in sectors like manufacturing and agriculture due to its 
ageing population. 
 
A similar agreement has been signed with other countries such as  

¶ LƴŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ  Ψ/ƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ aƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ aƻōƛƭƛǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΩ to facilitate 
mobility and employment opportunities between India and Germany. 

¶ Migration, Mobility Pact with Australia (MMPA) between India and Australia 
 
Recently, Taiwan announced the opening of its third representative office in India, in Mumbai. 
Despite not having formal diplomatic relations, India and Taiwan have made progress in various 
domains such as economics, trade, and technology. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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8. India-Japan Fund (IJF) 
The National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) has partnered with the Japan Bank for 
International Cooperation (JBIC) to establish a $600 million India-Japan Fund (IJF), with the 
Government of India (GoI) and JBIC as primary investors.  

¶ This collaboration reflects a significant joint effort between India and Japan in the field of 
climate and environmental sustainability. 

¶ The IJF is NIIF's first bilateral fund, with the GoI contributing 49% of the total fund, while 
JBIC contributes the remaining 51%.  

 
The primary focus of the India-Japan Fund is on investments in environmental sustainability and 
low-carbon emission strategies. Its objective is to become a preferred partner for encouraging 
increased Japanese investments in India. 
 

About National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) (formed in 2015; Office: New Delhi) 
It is a government-backed Category-II Alternate Investment Fund, created to offer long-term 
financial support to India's infrastructure sector. The Indian government holds a 49% stake in 
NIIF, while the remaining shares are owned by both foreign and domestic investors. Due to the 
substantial government ownership, NIIF is often regarded as India's quasi-sovereign wealth fund.  

 

9. India-Saudi Arabia Strategic Partnership Council (SPC) 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince recently chaired the first meeting 
of the India-Saudi Arabia Strategic Partnership Council (SPC).  
 
About Strategic Partnership Council: 

¶ This council, established in 2019, aims to enhance the relationship between the two 
countries and has two main pillars: the Committee on Political, Security, Social, and Cultural 
Cooperation and the Committee on Economy and Investments.  

¶ These committees have four levels of engagement, including summit-level meetings, 
ministerial-level discussions, senior officials' meetings, and joint working groups. 

 
During their recent meeting, India and Saudi Arabia agreed to expedite the $50-billion West 
Coast refinery project and identified areas such as energy, defence, semiconductor, and space 
for intensified cooperation.  
 

West Coast Refinery Project aims to set up Asia's largest refinery in Ratnagiri, Maharashtra. It is a 
trilateral project between ARAMCO (Saudi), ADNOC (UAE) and Indian companies. 

 

10. India-South Korea partnership in Indo- Pacific 
The Camp David summit between the United States, Japan, and South Korea offers a unique 
opportunity for India to enhance its strategic partnership with South Korea, particularly in the 
Indo-Pacific.  
 
What is Camp David Summit? 
Camp David summit is a series of meetings held at the Camp David presidential retreat in 
Maryland, USA. It's where world leaders, meet and negotiate agreements with the USA. E.g., The 
USA, Israel and Egypt negotiated and eventually reached the Camp David Accords in 1978, 
leading to a peace treaty between the two countries in 1979. 
 
What is the Indo-Pacific? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-and-west-asia/india-saudi-arabia/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-and-west-asia/india-saudi-arabia/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/12/15/indo-pacific-2/#:~:text=What%20is%20Indo%2D%20Pacific%3F,oceans%20to%20security%20and%20commerce.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/17/israel-palestinian-issue-75-years-since-the-displacement-of-700000-palestinians/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/12/15/indo-pacific-2/#:~:text=What%20is%20Indo%2D%20Pacific%3F,oceans%20to%20security%20and%20commerce.
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The Indo-Pacific is a term used to describe the region encompassing the Indian Ocean and the 
western and central Pacific Ocean. It's significant for its geopolitical and economic importance, 
with several countries, including India, China, and the United States, having strategic interests in 
the region. 
 
India-South Korea Relationship 
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India and its neighbourhood-relations 

 

1. Rejupave Technology at Indo-China border 
The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) plans to enhance the operational capacity of the defence 
forces along the Indo-China border in Arunachal Pradesh by using an indigenous technology 
called "Rejupave."  
 
What is Rejupave? 
Developed by CSIR-Central Road Research Institute (CSIR-CRRI), Rejupave is a bio-oil-based 
asphalt modifier that reduces the heating requirement of bituminous mixes and preserves their 
temperature during transit.  
This technology addresses the challenges of constructing and maintaining bituminous roads in 
high-altitude areas during low and sub-zero temperatures.  
 
The BRO has successfully applied Rejupave at the world's highest Sela road tunnel and LDY Road 
section near the China border in Arunachal Pradesh. The technology is developed using a Bio-
based eco-friendly product with 100% biooil.  
 

2. Free Movement Regime (FMR) with Myanmar 
Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has decided to scrap the Free Movement Regime (FMR) between 
India and Myanmar. 
 
What is FMR? 

¶ FMR, implemented in 2018, the Free Movement Regime (FMR) permits residents on both 
sides of the 1,643 km India-Myanmar border to travel up to 16 km into each other's territory 
without a visa.  

¶ This requires a border pass with one-year validity, allowing a two-week stay.  

¶ The border spans four states: Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland, and Arunachal Pradesh. 
 

3. Gelephu Smartcity Project (Bhutan) 
Bhutan's King has unveiled the 'Gelephu Smartcity Project,' a mega international city near the 
Indian border covering 1,000 square kilometres.  
 

¶ The project aims to create an economic corridor connecting South Asia with Southeast Asia 
via India's northeastern states, particularly Assam.  

¶ The Gelephu Special Administrative Region (SAR) will have different laws to attract foreign 
investment and include plans for an international airport.  

¶ The project involves an India-Bhutan railway line to Gelephu and aims to connect Bhutan to 
Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, and Singapore.  

 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/05/08/border-roads-organisation-bro/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/02/11/sela-tunnel/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/11/10/bhutan-kings-visit-to-india-india-bhutan-relation/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/11/10/bhutan-kings-visit-to-india-india-bhutan-relation/
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4. 30 Years of India-China Border Peace and Tranquility Agreement (BPTA) 
The India-China Border Peace and Tranquility Agreement (BPTA), signed in 1993, marked its 30th 
anniversary recently, but its contested legacy reflects the fraying mechanisms built to maintain 
peace on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) 
 
India-China Border: 
The LAC separates Indian-controlled 
territory from Chinese-controlled territory. 
It is divided into three sectors:  
1. Eastern Sector (Arunachal Pradesh and 

Sikkim) 
2. Middle Sector (Uttarakhand and 

Himachal Pradesh) 
3. Western Sector (Ladakh) 
 
 

In the Eastern Sector 
The alignment of the LAC is along the McMahon Line, named after Sir Henry McMahon, foreign 
secretary of British India. He drew the 890-km line as the border between British India and Tibet 
(a part of the 1914 Shimla Convention Between Great Britain, China, and Tibet).  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/12/15/india-china-relations/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/12/15/india-china-relations/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/india-and-its-neighborhood/india-china-relations/border-dispute-and-security-issues/mcmahon-line/#:~:text=The%20McMahon%20Line%20is%20the,and%20northern%20Burma%20(Myanmar).
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China claims around 90,000 sq km of Arunachal Pradesh τ the entire state τ as its territory. It 
calls the area άZangnanέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ƛǘ ŀǎ ά{ƻǳǘƘ 
¢ƛōŜǘέΦ 

 
What is the India-China Border Peace and Tranquility Agreement (BPTA)? 
It was signed in 1993 to maintain peace on the Line of Actual Control (LAC). It committed both 
sides to respecting the status quo, reducing the risk of unplanned confrontations, and minimizing 
military forces along the LAC. 
 
Other Agreements: 

¶ The Agreement on Confidence Building Measures in the Military Field along the LAC: 
o It was signed in 1996, and laid down pledges on non-aggression, prior notification of 

large troop movements, and exchange of maps to resolve disagreements over the 
LAC. 

¶ The Border Defence Co-operation Agreement: It was signed in 2013 following the Depsang 
Valley incident. 

 

5. 'Operation Karuna' (Myanmar) 

  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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Protocols / Conventions / Treaties / Agreements / Reports 

 

1. Universal Declaration of Human Rights at 75 
The UDHR, marking its 75th anniversary, remains a foundational document in the quest for global 
human rights and dignity. 
 
About the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR):  

Aspect Description 

Approval Date December 10, 1948 

Purpose To establish a global framework guaranteeing the rights and freedoms of 
individuals worldwide. 

Key Features Recognizes inherent dignity as the foundation of freedom, justice, and 
peace. 

Declares human rights as universal, applicable to all people regardless of 
location or identity. 

Components Preamble and 30 articles outlining fundamental rights and freedoms. 

Covers civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights. 

Drafting 
Committee 

Chaired by Eleanor Roosevelt; included members from eight countries, 
reflecting global diversity. 

Participating 
Countries 

Over 50 U.N. member countries contributed to the drafting including India 

LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
Contribution 

At various stages of drafting, India was represented by Hansa Mehta, M.R. 
Masani and Lakshmi Menon, who made a series of substantive 
contributions to the numerous articles that made up the UDHR 

Hansa Mehta, also a member of LƴŘƛŀΩǎ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜƴǘ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ, is credited 
with altering "All men are born free and equal" to "All human beings are 
born free and equal" in Article 1 of the UDHR 

 
Various UN agencies involved in the protection of Human Rights:  

Organization Description 

OCHA (United Nations 
Office for the 
Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs) 

Part of the United Nations Secretariat. Responsible for 
coordinating humanitarian actors in emergency response. 
Established in 1998 (HQ: Geneva), formerly the United Nations 
Department of Humanitarian Affairs. The mandate includes 
mobilizing aid, sharing information, supporting humanitarian 
efforts, and advocating for crisis-affected communities.  

UNRWA (United 
Nations Relief and 
Works Agency) 

Established by the UN General Assembly in 1949 (HQ: Amman and 
in Gaza). Supports Palestinian refugees in five fields of operation. 
The mission focuses on helping Palestinian refugees in Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria, the West Bank (including East Jerusalem), and the 
Gaza Strip. Funded primarily by voluntary contributions and 
financial support (including about USD 5 million every year from 
India). Defines Palestine refugees based on their place of residence 
during the 1948 conflict 

UNHCR (United Nations 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees) 

A global organization under the UN dedicated to saving lives, 
protecting the rights, and improving the future of refugees and 
forcibly displaced communities. Founded in 1950 (HQ: Geneva), 
primarily to assist European refugees.  
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UN Human Rights 
Council 

An inter-governmental body within the UN system focused on 
strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights 
worldwide. Established in 2006 (HQ: Geneva), replacing the former 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights - OHCHR serves as 
the Secretariat. Composed of UN Member States, elected by the 
UNGA based on equitable geographical distribution. Members 
serve for three years, with no immediate re-election after two 
consecutive terms 

 

2. Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe 
NATO allies have condemned Russia's decision to withdraw from the Treaty on Conventional 
Armed Forces in Europe (CFE), a crucial post-Cold War agreement that limited certain categories 
of conventional armed forces. 

¶ Russia formally withdrew from the treaty, blaming the United States for undermining post-
Cold War security through the expansion of the NATO military alliance.  

¶ In response, NATO announced the suspension of the CFE Treaty's operation, stating that the 
Russian move was part of a series of actions undermining Euro-Atlantic security 

 

The Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE) was signed in Paris and it was 
negotiated during the final years of the Cold War. The treaty's main objective was to reduce the 
possibility of a surprise armed attack in Europe.  
 
The treaty established limits on conventional military equipment in Europe, from the Atlantic to 
the Urals. It also mandated the destruction of excess weaponry.  

¶ The CFE Treaty is often referred to as the "cornerstone of European security".  

 

3. Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) 
India, the US, and 12 other members of the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) have signed 
a supply chain resilience agreement, aiming to reduce dependence on China and enhance the 
manufacturing of essential goods within member nations.  
 
What is a supply chain? 
A supply chain is a network of organizations, people, activities, information, and resources 
involved in the creation and delivery of a product or service from the supplier to the customer. 
 
Supply chain resilience refers to the capacity of a supply chain to adapt, recover, and withstand 
disruptions, ensuring continuity and stability in the face of challenges such as natural disasters, 
economic fluctuations, or other unforeseen events. 
 
Aim of the Agreement: 
The agreement (pillar II of IPEF) among IPEF members aims to fortify global supply chains and 
enhance adaptability, stability, and sustainability. It becomes effective after implementation by 
any of the five member countries, with monitoring and implementation overseen by the IPEF 
Supply Chain Council. 
 
About IPEF:  
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4. Resilient and Inclusive Supply-chain Enhancement (RISE) initiative 
The World Bank and Japan, have launched the Resilient and Inclusive Supply-chain 
Enhancement (RISE) initiative in Morocco.  

¶ This initiative is designed to tackle the dual challenges of job creation and climate change by 
aiding emerging markets and developing countries in expanding their clean-energy product 
manufacturing and increasing their participation in the minerals industry.  

¶ The initiative aims to stimulate economic growth and generate local employment 
opportunities, ultimately contributing to poverty reduction.  

¶ This collaborative effort emphasizes the importance of international cooperation in 
promoting economic growth in these countries while strengthening clean energy and critical 
minerals supply chains.  

 

5. Vienna Convention 
The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations is a United Nations treaty that defines the rules 
and regulations of diplomatic relations between countries. The treaty was adopted in 1961 by 
the United Nations Conference on Diplomatic Intercourse and Immunities in Vienna, Austria.  

¶ The treaty sets common principles and terms on how countries must treat each other's 
diplomatic representatives. It also defines the privileges that diplomats enjoy in other 
countries.  

 
The treaty provides a framework for:  

¶ Establishing, maintaining, and terminating diplomatic relations 

¶ Ensuring friendly relations 

¶ Maintaining proper communication channels between countries 
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6. Abraham Accords 
Brokered by the USA, the Abraham Accord (2020) is a normalization agreement between the 
UAE and Israel to establish formal diplomatic relations. The accord was later joined 
by Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco and in exchange Israel would suspend its plans to annex parts of 
the occupied West Bank. With this accord, UAE becomes the third Arab nation to recognize 
Israel after Egypt (in 1979) and Jordan (1994) 
 

!ōƻǳǘ ΨbŜǿ v¦!5ΩΥ 
Mohammed Soliman, An Egyptian scholar, was the first to propound the idea of the άLƴŘƻ-
Abrahamic Accordέ and its trans-regional implications to the west of India. The first meeting 
between the foreign ministers of India, Israel, the United Arab Emirates, and the United States is 
being widely called a new QUAD or QUAD of the Middle East on the lines of the Abraham Accord. 

 
Significance of Abraham Accord for India:  

{ƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴŎŜ 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ 

9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
/ƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ 

{ǳōǎǘŀƴǝŀƭ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦!9Σ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ .ŀƘǊŀƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{ΦΣ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ  

hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 

LƴŘƛŀƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΣ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΦ 
 

wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 
/ƻƴƴŜŎǝǾƛǘȅ 

!ōǊŀƘŀƳ !ŎŎƻǊŘǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝǾƛǘȅ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ōŜƴŜŬǝƴƎ LƴŘƛŀƴǎΦ 

LƴŘƛŀƴ ŘƛŀǎǇƻǊŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǳƭŦ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ƅȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦!9 ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭ 
ƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǘƻ .ŀƘǊŀƛƴΦ 

¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ 
/ƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ 

tƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ 
ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ LƴŘƛŀΣ ¦!9Σ ŀƴŘ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ 

DŜƻǇƻƭƛǝŎŀƭ 
9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ 

LƴŘƛŀϥǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ϦvǳŀŘϦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘΣ ōǊƛŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
!ǊŀōπLǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǊƛƊΣ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƴƻƴπƛŘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘΦ 

9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ 
bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ 

9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ 9ƎȅǇǘΣ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ LƴŘƛŀϥǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ 

tŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ¢ƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǎǘŜǊǎ ǊŀǇǇǊƻŎƘŜƳŜƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŜǎ 
ƛƴ ²Ŝǎǘ !ǎƛŀΣ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀō ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛŀϥǎ 
ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

DǊƻǳǇ CƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ¢ƘŜ !ŎŎƻǊŘǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Lн¦н DǊƻǳǇΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
ōȅ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ LƴŘƛŀΣ ǘƘŜ ¦!9Σ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ 

 

7. Quad 
The quadrilateral security dialogue includes Japan, India, United States and Australia. 

 All four nations find a common ground of being the democratic nations and common interests 
of unhindered maritime trade and security. 

 Members share a vision of an open and free Indo-Pacific. Each is involved in development 
and economic projects as well as in promoting maritime domain awareness and maritime 
security. 

 Unlike NATO, the Quad does not include provisions for collective defence, instead choosing 
to conduct joint military exercises as a show of unity and diplomatic cohesion. 

 
Genesis: 
The grouping traces its genesis to 2004 when the four countries came together to coordinate 
relief operations in the aftermath of the tsunami. 
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 It then met for the first time in 2007 on the sidelines of the Association of SouthEast Asian 

Nations (ASEAN) summit. 
 The intention was to enhance maritime cooperation between the four nations. 

 

8.  Wassenaar Arrangement 
India assumed chairmanship of the plenary of the Wassenaar Arrangement for a year on January 
2023, just five years after joining the voluntary export control regime that monitors transfers of 
conventional weapons and dual-use goods. 

It facilitates Information sharing and standard setting on the conventional arms and dual-use 
goods and technology. 

Other multi-lateral export Control Regime: 

¶ Zangger Committee (est 1971) ŦƻǊ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǘǊƛƎƎŜǊ ƭƛǎǘΩ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ-related materials. India is 
NOT a member of it.  

¶ Nuclear Suppliers 
Group (NSG) (est. 
1975) for preventing 
nuclear 
proliferation. India is 
NOT a member.  

¶ Australia Group 
(est. 1985) to 
control the 
development of 
chemical and 
biological weapons. 
India IS a member of 
it 

¶ Missile Technology 
Control Regime 
(MTCR) (est. 1987): 
To prevent the 
proliferation of 
missile and 
unmanned aerial 
vehicle technology 
capable of delivering weapons of mass destruction.  

 

9. Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) 
¶ Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) was established in April 1987 by G-7 countries ς 

USA, UK, France, Germany, Canada, Italy, and Japan. 

¶ In 1992, the focus of the regime extended to on the proliferation of missiles for the delivery 
of all types of weapons of mass destruction (WMD), i.e., nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons. 

¶ It is not a legally-binding treaty. It is an informal and voluntary partnership among 
countries to prevent the proliferation of missile and unmanned aerial vehicle technology 
capable of carrying greater than 500 kg payload for more than 300 km. 

¶ The members are thus prohibited from supplying such missiles and UAV systems that are 
controlled by the MTCR to non-members. 

¶ The decisions are taken by consensus of all the members. This is a nonςtreaty association of 
member countries with certain guidelines about the information sharing, national control 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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laws and export policies for missile systems and a rule-based regulation mechanism to limit 
the transfer of such critical technologies of these missile systems. 

¶ India was inducted into the Missile Technology Control Regime in 2016 as the 35th member. 
 

10. United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 
¶ United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982, also known as Law of the 

Sea divides marine areas into five main zones namely- Internal Waters, Territorial Sea, 
Contiguous Zone, Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and the High Seas. 

¶ It replaced the four Geneva Conventions of April, 1958, which respectively concerned the 
territorial sea and the contiguous zone, the continental shelf, the high seas, fishing and 
conservation of living resources on the high seas.  

¶ The Convention has become the legal framework for marine and maritime activities.  

¶ UNCLOS is the only international convention which stipulates a framework for state 
jurisdiction in maritime spaces. It provides a different legal status to different maritime 
zones. 

¶ The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) defines the rights and 
responsibilities of nations with respect to their use of the world's oceans, establishing 
guidelines for businesses, the environment, and the management of marine natural 
resources.  

¶ It provides the backbone for offshore governance by coastal states and those navigating the 
ƻŎŜŀƴǎΦ Lǘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ȊƻƴŜǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ƻŦŦǎƘƻǊŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊƛŎ ȊƻƴŜǎΦ 

¶ India ratified the UNCLOS in 1995 

¶ The United Nations has no direct operational role in the implementation of the 
Convention. While the Secretary-General of the United Nations receives instruments of 
ratification and accession and the UN provides support for meetings of states party to the 
Convention. 

 
The Convention has created three new institutions on the international scene:  
1. The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.  
2. The International Seabed Authority.  
3. The Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.  
 

¶ International Seabed Authority (ISA) was established to organize, regulate and control all 
mineral-related activities in the international seabed area beyond the limits of national 
jurisdiction (referred to as "the Area"), an area underlying most of the world's oceans.  

¶ The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) is an intergovernmental 
organization created by the mandate of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of 
the Sea.  

¶ The purpose of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf is to facilitate the 
implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in respect of the 
establishment of the outer limits of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles (M) from 
the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured. 

 
Freedom of navigation (FON) is a principle of customary international law that ships flying the 
flag of any sovereign state shall not suffer interference from other states, apart from the 
exceptions provided for in international law. This right is now also codified as Article 87(1)a of 
the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. 
 
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) does not authorise other States to carry out in 
the Exclusive Economic Zone and on the continental shelf, military exercises or manoeuvres, in 
particular those involving the use of weapons or explosives, without the consent of the coastal 
state. 
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Efforts by India to safeguard maritime interests and strengthen security in the Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR):  

 India supported freedom of navigation and overflight, and unimpeded commerce based on 
the principles of international law, reflected notably in the UNCLOS 1982.  

 As a State party to the UNCLOS, India promoted utmost respect for the UNCLOS, which 
established the international legal order of the seas and oceans.  

 India developed its maritime cooperation with regional partners in consonance with the 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR).  

 The steps taken include Ψaƛǎǎƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ 5ŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘǎΩ ƻŦ ƴŀǾŀƭ ǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ǘƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ 
Maritime Domain Awareness, promote maritime security and address contingencies that 
may arise.  

 

 
 

11. Antarctic Treaty System (ATS) 
¶ The Antarctic Treaty and related agreements, collectively known as the Antarctic Treaty 

System (ATS), regulate international relations with respect to Antarctica, Earth's 
only continent without a native human population.  

¶ It was the first arms control agreement established during the Cold War, setting aside the 
continent as a scientific preserve, establishing freedom of scientific investigation, and 
banning military activity; for the purposes of the treaty system, Antarctica is defined as all 
the land and ice shelves south of 60°S latitude (but not the surrounding waters).  

¶ The treaty aims at prohibiting nuclear explosions or disposal of radioactive wastes in 
Antarctica. 

 

12. Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons 
¶ The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW), or the Nuclear Weapon Ban 

Treaty, is the first legally binding international agreement to comprehensively 
prohibit nuclear weapons with the ultimate goal being their total elimination.  

¶ It was adopted on 7 July 2017, opened for signature on 20 September 2017, and entered into 
force on 22 January 2021. 

¶ For those nations that are party to it, the treaty prohibits the development, testing, 
production, stockpiling, stationing, transfer, use and threat of use of nuclear weapons, as 
well as assistance and encouragement to the prohibited activities.  

¶ For nuclear armed states joining the treaty, it provides for a time-bound framework for 
negotiations leading to the verified and irreversible elimination of its nuclear weapons 
programme. 
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13. United Nations Convention on International Settlement Agreements 
Resulting from Mediation 

The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention on 20th December 2018 and it 
was opened for signature on 7th August 2019 in Singapore.  
It is also known as the Singapore Convention on Mediation and also the first UN treaty to be 
named after Singapore.  
 
Key Features of the Convention:  
ω Applicability: The Convention will apply to international commercial settlement agreements 
resulting from mediation.  
ω Non- applicability: It will not apply to international settlement agreements that are concluded 
in the course of judicial or arbitral proceedings and which are enforceable as a court judgment 
or arbitral award.  
It will also not apply to settlement agreements concluded for personal, family or household 
purposes by one of the parties (a consumer), as well as settlement agreements relating to family, 
inheritance or employment law.  
 

14. United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)  
¶ The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a legally-binding 

international agreement setting out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural 
rights of every child, regardless of their race, religion or abilities. 

¶ In 1992, India ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, which called 
ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ άŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
the child".  

¶ The convention defines a child as any human being under the age of eighteen, unless the age 
of majority is attained earlier under national legislation. 

 

15. International Sanctions 
¶ Although there is no universal legal definition, a sanction can be defined as a measure of 

coercion of an economic nature, as opposed to diplomatic or military means, taken by states, 
either collectively or individually.  

¶ Collective sanctions can be imposed by an international organisation based on a 
multilateral (UN) or regional (EU) treaty.  

¶ ¢ƘŜ ¦b{/ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŜŘƛŦƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ±LLΣ Ψ!Ŏǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ōǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΩΦ  

¶ Sanctions are not defined nor listed, as such, but the allusion is clear. Since 1966, the UNSC 
has established 30 regimes of sanctions which have taken a variety of shapes from trade 
measures to embargoes on arms; and financial tools to travel bans.  

¶ UN-supported programmes of sanctions are administered by a sanctions committee chaired 
by a non-permanent member of the UNSC.  

 

16. Outer Space Treaty 
The Outer Space Treaty, formally the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the 
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, is 
a multilateral treaty that forms the basis of international space law. Negotiated and drafted 
under the auspices of the United Nations. 
 
Outer Space Treaty (OST) treaty entered into force in October 1967. 
 
The Outer Space Treaty provides the basic framework on international space law, including the 
following principles: 
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¶ Exploration and use of outer space shall be carried out for the benefit and in the interests of 

all countries and shall be the province of all mankind; 

¶ Outer space shall be free for exploration and use by all States; 

¶ Outer space is not subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by means of use 
or occupation, or by any other means; 

¶ States shall not place nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass destruction in orbit or on 
celestial bodies or station them in outer space in any other manner; 

 

17. Arms Trade Treaty (ATT)  
ω It is an international treaty that regulates the international trade in conventional arms.  
ω Lǘ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǊŀŘƛŎŀǘŜ ƛƭƭƛŎƛǘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǊƳǎ ōȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ 
international standards governing arms transfers.  
ω ¢ƘŜ !¢¢ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
suffering, and promoting cooperation, transparency and responsible action among the 
international community.  
ω ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻƴ нп 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмпΦ  
ω ¢ƘŜ !¢¢ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǾŀΣ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘΦ  
 
India has not yet joined the treaty.  
 
What types of conventional weapons deals does the Arms Trade Treaty seek to regulate?  
ω /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦b !ǊƳǎ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘŀƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊƳƻǊŜŘ 
combat vehicles, artillery, attack helicopters, naval warships, missiles and missile launchers, and 
small arms.  
ω It also establishes common international standards for the regulation of the international 
trade in ammunition, weapons parts, and arms components.  
ω The treaty does not regulate the domestic sale or use of weapons in any country. It also 
recognizes the legitimacy of the arms trade to enable states to provide for their own security.  
 

18. LƴŘƛŀΩǎ Ψ!Ŏǘ 9ŀǎǘΩ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ Ψ!Ŏǘ 9ŀǎǘΩ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘƛŎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎΣ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
relations with the vast Asia-Pacific region at different levels.  
ω It is considered as the ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ƻƻƪ 9ŀǎǘ tƻƭƛŎȅΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ launched in 1991 

by then Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao.  
ω ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ Ψ[ƻƻƪ 9ŀǎǘ tƻƭƛŎȅΩ ǿŀǎ to shift the country's trading focus from the west 

and neighbors to the booming South East Asian countries.  
ω ¢ƘŜ ά!Ŏǘ 9ŀǎǘ tƻƭƛŎȅέ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘ !ǎƛŀ {ǳƳƳƛǘ ƛƴ aȅŀƴƳŀǊ in November 2014.  
¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ά!Ŏǘ 9ŀǎǘ tƻƭƛŎȅέ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 3 C's (Culture, Connectivity, and 
Commerce) to develop better relations with ASEAN nations.  
 
YŜȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ά[ƻƻƪ 9ŀǎǘ tƻƭƛŎȅέ ŀƴŘ ά!Ŏǘ 9ŀǎǘ tƻƭƛŎȅέΥ  
ω ¢ƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά[ƻƻƪ 9ŀǎǘ tƻƭƛŎȅ ϥϥ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ the South East 

Asian countries and the area was confined to South-East Asia only.  
ω hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά!Ŏǘ 9ŀǎǘ tƻƭƛŎȅέ ƛǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

the focus area increased to South East Asia as well as East Asia.  
 
hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ Ψ!Ŏǘ 9ŀǎǘ tƻƭƛŎȅΩΥ  
1. Promote economic cooperation, cultural ties, and develop a strategic relationship with 

countries in the Asia-Pacific region through continuous engagement at regional, bilateral, and 
multilateral levels. 

2. To increase the interaction of the North-Eastern Indian states with other neighboring 
countries. 
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3. To find out the alternatives of the traditional business partners like; more focus on the 

Pacific countries in addition to the South East Asian countries. 
4. To curb the increasing impact of China in the ASEAN region.  
 

19. Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) 
The NPT is a multilateral treaty aimed at limiting the spread of nuclear weapons including three 
elements: (1) non-proliferation, (2) disarmament, and (3) peaceful use of nuclear energy. These 
ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŀ άƎǊŀƴŘ ōŀǊƎŀƛƴέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴ-
nuclear weapon states.  

 The treaty was signed in 1968 and entered into force in 1970.  
 
Implications:  

 States without nuclear weapons will not acquire them.  
 States with nuclear weapons will pursue disarmament.  
 All states can access nuclear technology for peaceful purposes, under safeguards.  

 
Key provisions:  

 The Treaty defines nuclear weapon states (NWS) as those that had manufactured and 
detonated a nuclear explosive device prior to 1 January 1967. All the other states are 
therefore considered non-nuclear weapon states (NNWS).  

 The five nuclear weapon states are China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States.  

 The Treaty does not affect the right of state parties to develop, produce, and use nuclear 
energy for peaceful purposes.  

 
Role of states:  

 Nuclear weapon states are not to transfer to any recipient whatsoever nuclear weapons and 
not to assist, encourage, or induce any NNWS to manufacture or otherwise acquire them.  

 Non-nuclear weapons states are not to receive nuclear weapons from any transferor, and are 
not to manufacture or acquire them.  

 NNWS must accept the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards on all nuclear 
materials on their territories or under their control.  

 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ {ǘŀƴŘ ƻƴ bt¢:  

 India is one of the only five countries that either did not sign the NPT or signed but withdrew, 
thus becoming part of a list that includes Pakistan, Israel, North Korea, and South Sudan.  

 India always considered the NPT as discriminatory and had refused to sign it.  
 India has opposed the international treaties aimed at non-proliferation since they were 

selectively applicable to the non-nuclear powers and legitimised the monopoly of the five 
nuclear weapons powers.  
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International Organisations / Groupings 

 

1. Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) 
The Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) Summit in New Delhi concluded with 
representatives from 28 countries and the European Union adopting the 'New Delhi Declaration.'  
 

 
 

2. IOM launches Project PRAYAS 
The International Organization for Migration (IOM) has launched Project PRAYAS (Promoting 
Regular & Assisted Migration for Youth and Skilled Professionals) in collaboration with the 
Ministry of External Affairs.  
 
About Project Prayas: 

¶ The project aims to facilitate safe, orderly, and regular migration for Indian workers and 
students.  

¶ It consolidates state-level initiatives and focuses on improving coordination between state 
and central governments.  

¶ The project involves studying migration trends, understanding migrants' needs, and 
launching initiatives to raise awareness about safe migration processes, with the goal of 
strengthening international migration governance. 
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About IMO: 
International Organization for Migration (founded 1951; HQ: Grand-Saconnex, Switzerland) is the 
principal United Nations agency working in the field of migration. The organization implements 
operational assistance programmes for migrants, including internally displaced persons, 
refugees, and migrant workers.  

 
According to the International Migration Outlook 2023 report Migration to Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries has reached record levels, with over 
6 million new permanent immigrants in 2022.  
 

3. Paris Club group of creditors 
Sri Lanka has reached an "agreement in principle" with India and the Paris Club group of 
creditors, including Japan, on a debt treatment plan.  
 
Aim: This agreement is expected to facilitate the release of the next tranche of the International 
Monetary Fund's nearly $3 billion recovery package for Sri Lanka.  

¶ At the height of last year's economic crisis, Sri Lanka defaulted on its nearly $51 billion 
foreign debt, leading to the need for comprehensive loan restructuring. 

 
What is the Paris Club? 
The Paris Club (est. 1956, HQ: Paris (France)) is a group of officials from major creditor countries 
whose role is to find coordinated and sustainable solutions to the payment difficulties 
experienced by debtor countries. It provided financial assurances to the International Monetary 
CǳƴŘ ƻƴ {Ǌƛ [ŀƴƪŀΩǎ ŘŜōǘ 
  
Objective: To find sustainable debt-relief solutions for countries that are unable to repay their 
bilateral loans. 

¶ Members: 22 permanent members (all are a member of the OECD) 

¶ India and China are not members. India acts as an ad-hoc participant 
 

4. International Energy Agency (IEA) 
¶ Created in 1974 to ensure the security of oil supplies, the International Energy Agency has 

evolved over the years. 

¶ The IEA was born with the 1973-1974 oil crisis, when industrialised countries found they 
were not adequately equipped to deal with the oil embargo imposed by major producers 
that pushed prices to historically high levels.  

¶ Its mission is guided by four main areas of focus: energy security, economic development, 
environmental awareness and engagement worldwide. 

¶ Headquarters (Secretariat): Paris, France. 

¶ L9!Ωǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅȊƛƴƎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƪŜȅ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
trends, promoting sound energy policy, and fostering multinational energy technology 
cooperation. 

¶ A candidate country to the IEA must be a member country of the OECD. 

¶ The IEA operates within the broader framework of the Organization for Economic Co-
Operation and Development (OECD). 

¶ L9! ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ фл ŘŀȅǎΩ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ƻƛƭΣ 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƴŜǘ ƻƛƭ ƛƳǇƻǊǘǎΦ 

¶ Membership: 31 countries (India is not a member).  

¶ India is part of the ΨŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ of IEA.  

¶ World Energy Outlook is Published every year and provides critical analysis and insights on 
trends in energy demand and supply. 
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5. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
¶ ¢ƘŜ L!9! ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŦƛŜƭŘΦ  

¶ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ά!ǘƻƳǎ ŦƻǊ tŜŀŎŜέ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфрт.  

¶ It was established as an autonomous organization in 1957 through its own international 
treaty, the IAEA Statute.  

¶ Reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council. 

¶ Headquarters in Vienna, Austria. 

¶ The IAEA serves as an intergovernmental forum for scientific and technical cooperation in the 
peaceful use of nuclear technology and nuclear power worldwide.  

 Works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the safe, secure 
and peaceful use of nuclear technologies. 

 Seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military 
purpose, including nuclear weapons. 

 
Functions: 
1. Recommendations to the General Conference on IAEA activities and budget. 
2. Responsible for publishing IAEA standards. 
3. Responsible for making most of the policy of the IAEA. 
4. Appoints the Director General subject to General Conference approval. 
 
Programs: 

 Program of Action for Cancer Therapy (PACT). 
 Human Health Program. 
 Water Availability Enhancement Project. 
 International Project on Innovative Nuclear Reactors and Fuel Cycles, 2000. 

 
IAEA safeguards:  
ωWhat are they? Safeguards are a set of technical measures applied by the IAEA on nuclear 
material and activities, through which the Agency seeks to independently verify that nuclear 
facilities are not misused and nuclear material not diverted from peaceful uses. States accept 
these measures through the conclusion of safeguards agreements.  
ω The objective of IAEA Safeguards is to deter the spread of nuclear weapons by the early 
detection of the misuse of nuclear material or technology. This provides credible assurances that 
States are honouring their legal obligations that nuclear material is being used only for peaceful 
purposes.  
ω Need and implementation: IAEA safeguards are an essential component of the international 
security system. The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) is the 
centrepiece of global efforts to prevent the further spread of nuclear weapons. Under the 
¢ǊŜŀǘȅΩǎ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ оΣ ŜŀŎƘ bƻƴ-Nuclear Weapon State is required to conclude a safeguards 
agreement with the IAEA.  
 

6. International Criminal Court (ICC) 
¶ The International Criminal Court (ICC), located in The Hague, is the court of last resort for 

prosecution of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. 

¶ It is the first permanent, treaty based, international criminal court established to help end 
impunity for the perpetrators of the most serious crimes of concern to the international 
community. 

¶ Its founding treaty, the Rome Statute, entered into force on July 1, 2002. 

¶ Funding: !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ōȅ {ǘŀǘŜǎ tŀǊǘƛŜǎΣ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ 
voluntary contributions from governments, international organisations, individuals, 
corporations and other entities. 
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Composition and voting power: 

¶ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ōƻŘȅΣ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜǎ tŀǊǘƛŜǎΣ 
consists of one representative from each state party. 

¶ 9ŀŎƘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǾƻǘŜ ŀƴŘ άŜǾŜǊȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘέ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ōȅ 
consensus. If consensus cannot be reached, decisions are made by vote.  

¶ The Assembly is presided over by a president and two vice-presidents, who are elected by the 
members to three-year terms. 

 
The International Criminal Court (ICC) investigates and, where warranted, tries individuals 
charged with the gravest crimes of concern to the international community: genocide, war 
crimes, crimes against humanity and the crime of aggression. 
 
Jurisdiction: 

¶ The ICC has the jurisdiction to prosecute individuals for the international crimes of genocide, 
crimes against humanity, and war crimes. 

¶ The ICC is intended to complement existing national judicial systems and it may therefore 
only exercise its jurisdiction when certain conditions are met, such as when national courts 
are unwilling or unable to prosecute criminals or when the United Nations Security Council 
or individual states refer situations to the Court. 

¶ It does not have the capacity to arrest suspects and depends on member states for their 
cooperation.  

 
The ICC lacks universal territorial jurisdiction, and may only investigate and prosecute crimes 
committed within member states, crimes committed by nationals of member states, or crimes in 
situations referred to the Court by the United Nations Security Council. 
 
The U.S. government has never been a member of the court. 
 
Some countries have neither signed nor acceded to the Rome Statute. Some of them, 
including China and India, are critical of the Court. 
 

7. Alliance for Global Good- Gender Equity and Equality 
India launched the "Alliance for Global Good- Gender Equity and Equality" at the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) 2024 in Davos.  
 
More about the initiative: 

¶ Led by the Union Minister of Women & Child Development, the alliance aims to promote 
women-led development globally.  

¶ The alliance focuses on global best practices, knowledge sharing, and investments in 
women's health, education, and enterprise.  

¶ Aligned with G20 Leaders' Declaration, it reflects India's commitment to women-led 
development.  

¶ Supported by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, anchored by the CII Centre for Women 
Leadership, WEF acts as a 'Network Partner,' and Invest India as an 'Institutional Partner.'  

 
The initiative reinforces India's commitment to global cooperation and the overarching WEF 
theme, 'Rebuilding Trust.' The launch was complemented by a women's leadership lounge (We 
Lead lounge) at WEF, featuring discussions and showcasing products by women entrepreneurs.  
 

8. Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 
The 19th Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Summit was recently held in the Ugandan capital city 
Kampala. 
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¶ Theme: 'Deepening Cooperation for Shared Global Affluence.' 
 

¶ The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) stands as an alliance of developing nations established in 
1961 during the Cold War, with roots traced back to the Bandung Conference held in 
Indonesia in 1955.  

¶ Currently, NAM boasts a membership of 120 countries, including India, one of its founding 
members.  

¶ Ranking as the second-largest grouping of nations globally, NAM operates without a 
permanent secretariat or a formal founding charter, act, or treaty.  

¶ The movement convenes its summit approximately every three years. 
 

9. Colombo Security Conclave 

 
 

10. OPEC  
Angola has left OPEC. 
 
OPEC was established in 1960 at the Baghdad Conference by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, 
and Venezuela, is an intergovernmental organization with key members including Algeria, 
Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Libya, Nigeria, the Republic of the Congo, and the United Arab 
Emirates.  
 
The organization's primary objective is to coordinate and unify petroleum policies among 
member countries, ensuring fair and stable prices for petroleum producers and maintaining an 
efficient, economic, and regular supply of petroleum to consuming nations.  
With its headquarters in Vienna, Austria, OPEC holds significant global influence, possessing over 
80% of the world's total crude oil reserves.  
 
OPEC+ represents approximately 40% of world oil production, comprising OPEC and 10 other 
major oil-exporting nations, including Russia. The organization regulates crude oil prices through 
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mechanisms like spot or future sales, using Brent Crude as a benchmark for quality, with WTI 
(West Texas Intermediate) being another major Benchmark.  
  

11. Belt and Road Initiative (One Belt One Road) 
Italy, the only major Western nation to join China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in 2019, leaves 
BRI. 
The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a global infrastructure development strategy launched by 
China in 2013. It aims to invest in over 150 countries and international organizations, creating 
road, rail, and sea routes for trade and connectivity. The initiative, often referred to as "One Belt 
One Road" (OBOR), is a key part of China's foreign policy and has been compared to the 
American Marshall Plan. 
 
Objective of BRI: 
The BRI is seen as a way for China to transition to a global power and reshape the global 
economic order. It further aims to enhance global connectivity through infrastructure 
development and economic cooperation.  
 
BRI includes various infrastructure projects like ports, railways, roads, and power stations. It is 
set to be completed by 2049, coinciding with the centennial of the People's Republic of China. 
The initiative includes two principal components: the Silk Road Economic Belt and the Maritime 
Silk Road. 
 

 
 
Geographic Corridors for BRI Development: 

¶ China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 

¶ New Eurasian Land Bridge Economic Corridor 

¶ China-Indochina Peninsula Economic Corridor 

¶ China-Mongolia-Russia Economic Corridor 

¶ China-Central Asia-West Asia Economic Corridor 

¶ China-Myanmar Economic Corridor (Initially, BRI involved the BCIM Economic Corridor, but 
India's opposition to the CPEC led to its withdrawal from BRI and later BCIM was replaced by 
the China-Myanmar Economic Corridor) 

 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ hōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ .wLΥ 
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India opposes the BRI due to sovereignty and transparency concerns. It boycotted BRI summits 
in 2017 and 2019 and hasn't endorsed BRI joint statements by the SCO. The main objection is the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) passing through the Gilgit Baltistan region of India, 
which India claims.  
 

12. Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)  
The 2023 Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit was held in San Francisco. 
 

 
 

13. International Competition Network 
The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has achieved membership in the steering committee 
of the International Competition Network (ICN), a global body dedicated to competition law 
enforcement.  

¶ The ICN includes 140 competition agencies and serves as an informal platform for antitrust 
authorities to foster regular communication and address practical competition concerns. 

¶ The ICN's members comprise both national and multinational competition authorities, and 
they collaborate in project-oriented working groups to produce results in the realm of 
competition enforcement. 
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14. Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 

 
 

15. Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)  
The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) is an intergovernmental 
economic organization that was established in 1961 (originally to administer American and 
Canadian aid under the Marshall Plan)  
 
The OECD is a forum where 38 governments (India is not a member) of democracies with 
market-based economies collaborate to:  

¶ Develop policy standards to promote sustainable economic growth 

¶ Find solutions to common challenges 

¶ Develop global standards 

¶ Share experiences and identify best practices 
 

16. ASEAN 
Indian Prime Minister, in his address at the 20th ASEAN-India summit in Jakarta, Indonesia, 
emphasized that ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) plays a central role in India's 
Act East Policy.  
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The Association of Southeast Asian Nations is a regional organization which was established to 
promote political and social stability amid rising tensions among the Asia-tŀŎƛŦƛŎΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ-colonial 
states.  
The motto of ASEAN is άhƴŜ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΣ hƴŜ LŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ hƴŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέΦ  
ASEAN Secretariat ς Indonesia, Jakarta.  
 
Genesis:  
Established in 1967 with the signing of the ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok Declaration) by its 
founding fathers.  
Founding Fathers of ASEAN are: Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.  
 
Ten Members: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.  
 
India is part of the ASEAN Plus Six grouping, which includes China, Japan, South Korea, New 
Zealand, and Australia.  
 
India and ASEAN signed a Free Trade Agreement in 2010 and have seen trade growth, except 
during the pandemic years of 2020 and 2021. 
 

17. Dнл bŜǿ 5ŜƭƘƛ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
The 18th G20 Summit was hosted by India in New Delhi on September 9-10, 2023. The theme, 
"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam," highlighted global unity.  
 
The G20 Leaders' New Delhi Declaration achieved unanimous consensus, addressing issues like 
Russia-Ukraine tensions, sustainable development, and food security.  
Other major outcomes of the G20 Summit: 

Outcome Description 

Admittance of the African 
Union (G20 now G21) 

The African Union became a permanent member of the G20, 
increasing the representation of developing countries. 

Global Biofuels Alliance 
(GBA) 

India-led initiative promoting biofuels globally, contributing to 
India's existing biofuels programs. 

India ς Middle East ς Europe 
Economic Corridor (IMEE-
EC) 

A significant infrastructure project connecting India, the Middle 
East, and Europe, aiming to provide an alternative to China's 
Belt and Road Initiative. 

India-Mercosur Preferential 
Trade Agreement (PTA) 

Collaboration to expand economic ties through the India-
Mercosur PTA. 

Handover of G20 chairmanship from India to Brazil. 

 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎΥ   

Cultural Highlights Description 

Bharat Mandapam  An exhibition or showcase inspired by Anubhav Mandapam, a 
cultural platform in India. 

Bronze statue of Lord 
Nataraja 

A bronze sculpture of Lord Nataraja in the Chola artistic style, 
representing Lord Shiva's cosmic dance. 

Konark Chakra and Image of 
Nalanda University 

Displays of the Konark Chakra, a significant symbol from 
Odisha's Sun Temple, and images related to Nalanda 
University. 

Thanjavur Paintings and 
Dhokra art 

Exhibition of traditional Thanjavur paintings, known for 
intricate details and rich colours, and Dhokra art, a form of 
tribal metal casting. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
http://insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/free-trade-agreements-and-india.pdf
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/08/14/vasudhaiva-kutumbakam/#:~:text=Context%3A%20The%20Ministry%20of%20External,summary%20documents%20and%20outcome%20statements.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/09/11/african-union-in-g20/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/09/11/african-union-in-g20/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/09/09/global-biofuels-alliance/#:~:text=The%20Global%20Biofuels%20Alliance%20focuses,to%20national%20biofuel%20programs%20worldwide.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/09/12/india-middle-east-europe-economic-corridor-imee-ec/#:~:text=What%20is%20IMEC%3F,energy%20cables%2C%20and%20data%20links.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/09/12/india-middle-east-europe-economic-corridor-imee-ec/#:~:text=What%20is%20IMEC%3F,energy%20cables%2C%20and%20data%20links.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/09/12/india-middle-east-europe-economic-corridor-imee-ec/#:~:text=What%20is%20IMEC%3F,energy%20cables%2C%20and%20data%20links.
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/important-international-institutions-agencies-and-further-structure-mandate-etc/india-mercosur/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/important-international-institutions-agencies-and-further-structure-mandate-etc/india-mercosur/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/07/28/bharat-mandapam/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-heritage-culture/indian-paintings/decanni-school-of-painting/


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                          31                                                                      InsightsIAS 

INSTA PT 2024 EXCLUSIVE (INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 

NOTES 
A brass statue of Lord 
Buddha sitting under Bodhi 
tree 

A brass sculpture of Lord Buddha in a meditative posture 
beneath the Bodhi tree, symbolises his enlightenment. 

 

18. G20 group 
¶ G20 is an intergovernmental forum comprising 19 countries, the European Union and the 

African Union. The G20 members represent around 85 per cent of the global GDP, over 75 
per cent of global trade, and about two-thirds of the world population. 

¶ The G20 Summit is held annually, under the leadership of a rotating presidency. India holds 
the Presidency of the G20 from December 1, 2022 to November 30, 2023. 

¶ The G20 was founded in 1999 after the Asian financial crisis, as a forum for Finance Ministers 
and Central Bank Governors to discuss global economic and financial issues. India has been a 
member of the G20 since its inception in 1999. 

¶ Its aim was to secure global financial stability by involving middle-income countries.  

¶ The G20 was upgraded to the level of Heads of State/Government in the wake of the global 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ƻŦ нллтΣ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ нллфΣ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ŦƻǊǳƳ ŦƻǊ 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 

¶ The presidency of the G20 rotates every year among members, and the country holding the 
presidency, together with the previous and next presidency-ƘƻƭŘŜǊΣ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ǊƻƛƪŀΩ ǘƻ 
ensure continuity of the G20 agenda. 

¶ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅΣ LƴŘƛŀΣ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ .ǊŀȊƛƭ ŦƻǊƳs ǘƘŜ ǘǊƻƛƪŀΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ is the first time 
when the troika consist of three developing countries and emerging economies 

¶ The G20 has no permanent secretariat. The agenda and work are coordinated by 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dнл ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψ{ƘŜǊǇŀǎΩΣ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ 
ministers and governors of the central banks. 

¶ The G20 initially focused largely on broad macroeconomic issues, but it has since expanded 
its agenda to inter-alia include trade, climate change, sustainable development, health, 
agriculture, energy, environment, climate change and anti-corruption. 

 
The working of G20 is divided into two tracks: 

¶ The finance track: It comprises all meetings with G20 finance ministers and central bank 
governors and their deputies. Meeting several times throughout the year they focus on 
monetary and fiscal issues, financial regulations, etc. 

¶ The Sherpa track: It focuses on broader issues such as political engagement, anti-corruption, 
development, energy, etc. Each G20 country is represented by its Sherpa; who plans, guides, 
implements, etc. on behalf of the leader of their respective country. 

 
The work of G20 members is supported by several international organizations (Permanent guest 
invitees). These organizations include: 

¶ The Financial Stability Board (FSB). The FSB, which was established by G20 leaders 
following the onset of the global financial crisis, 

¶ The International Labour Organization (ILO). 

¶ The International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

¶ The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 

¶ United Nations (UN) 

¶ World Bank 

¶ The World Trade Organization (WTO) 
 

19. Group of Five (G5) countries 
¶ The Group of Five (G5) encompasses five nations which have joined together for an active 

role in the rapidly evolving international order.  
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¶ Individually and as a group, the G5 nations work to promote dialogue and understanding 

between developing and developed countries.  

¶ The G5 seek to find common solutions to global challenges. 

¶ The grouping includes Brazil, China, India, Mexico, and South Africa. 
 

20. Group of Seven (G7) Countries 
¶ It is an intergovernmental organization that was formed in 1975. 

¶ The bloc meets annually to discuss issues of common interest like global economic 
governance, international security and energy policy. 

¶ The G7 countries are the UK, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan and the US. 

¶ All the G7 countries and India are a part of G20. 

¶ The G7 does not have a formal constitution or a fixed headquarters. 

¶ The decisions taken by leaders during annual summits are non-binding. 
 
How did G7 become G8?  

 Russia was formally 
inducted as a member in 
the group in 1998, which 
led G7 to become G8.  

 However, Russian 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ±ƭŀŘƛƳƛǊ tǳǘƛƴΩǎ 
condemnable act of 
moving Russian troops 
into eastern Ukraine and 
conquering Crimea in 2014 
drew heavy criticism from 
the other G8 nations.  

 The other nations of the 
group decided to suspend 
Russia from the G8 as a 
consequence of its actions and the group became G7 again in 2014.  

 

21. African Union (AU)  
The African Union (AU) became a new permanent member of the G20 during the 18th G20 
Heads of State and Government Summit in New Delhi, just three months after India proposed its 
inclusion. 
 
About AU: 

Aspects Description 

About The African Union (AU) is a continental body consisting of 55 
member states in Africa. 

Formation In 1963, the Organization of African Unity (OAU) was founded to 
promote cooperation among African states. 

In 2002, the OAU was succeeded by the AU with a goal to 
accelerate economic integration of the continent. 

Objectives of the AU The AU emphasizes greater unity and solidarity among African 
countries. It promotes political and socio-economic integration, 
peace, stability, security, and human rights. 

Achievements of AU African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA): Established in 2018, 
it seeks to create a single continental market for goods and services.  

Diplomatic Achievement: AU established a mission in Beijing, 
strengthening ties with China, Africa's largest trading partner. It 
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played a key role in brokering a peace deal between the Ethiopian 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛƎǊŀȅ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Liberation Front.  

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ LƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΥ AU introduced a 10-year 
continental declaration for gender equality and women's 
empowerment. 

 

22. South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
What is SAARC? When was it established? 

¶ The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) was established with the 
signing of the SAARC Charter in Dhaka on 8 December 1985.  

¶ The Secretariat of the Association was set up in Kathmandu on 17 January 1987.  

¶ SAARC comprises of eight Member States: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.  

¶ SAARC maintains permanent diplomatic relations at the United Nations as an observer and 
has developed links with multilateral entities, including the European Union.  

 
Afghanistan became the member of SAARC at the 13th annual summit in 2005. 

 
Important objectives of the Association as outlined in the SAARC Charter are:  
o to promote the welfare of the peoples of South Asia and to improve their quality of life;  
o to accelerate economic growth, social progress and cultural development in the region and to 
provide all individuals the opportunity to live in dignity and to realize their full potentials;  
o to promote and strengthen collective self-reliance among the countries of South Asia.  
 
Importance of SAARC: 
1. {!!w/ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜǎ о҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŀǊŜŀΣ нм҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ оΦу҈ ό¦{ϷнΦф 

trillion) of the global economy. 
2. Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜƴǎŜƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŜǊǘƛƭŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 
3. SAARC countries have common tradition, dress, food and culture and political aspects thereby 

synergizing their actions. 
4. All the SAARC countries have common problems and issues like poverty, illiteracy, 

malnutrition, natural disasters, internal conflicts, industrial and technological backwardness, 
low GDP and poor socio-economic condition. 

 

23. India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEE-EC) 
On the sidelines of the G20 Summit in New Delhi, an MoU was signed between India, the US, 
Saudi Arabia, the European Union, the UAE, France, Germany, and Italy to establish the India-
Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEE-EC). 
 
What is IMEC? 
The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEE-EC) is an infrastructure development 
project that aims to create connectivity through rail and shipping networks, energy cables, and 
data links.  
 
More about IMEC EC: 
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What is the PGII initiative? 
The PGII (Partnership for Global Infrastructure Investment) initiative (announced in 2021 during 
the G7 summit in the UK) is a collaborative effort by G7 countries to fund infrastructure projects 
in developing nations.  

¶ It serves as an alternative to China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and aims to mobilize funds 
for critical infrastructure development, focusing on transparency, sustainability, and gender 
equality.  

India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEE-EC) 

Participating 
Countries 

India, Saudi Arabia, UAE, France, Germany, Italy, 
USA, EU 

Objectives IMEC seeks to boost trade, clean energy, and 
economic growth while providing an alternative to 
China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)  

Part of  It is part of the Partnership for Rail and Shipping 
Corridors Global Infrastructure Investment (PGII) 
and focuses on enhancing global trade and 
cooperation through critical infrastructure 
development. 

Corridor Components Railway lines (make trade between India and 
Europe 40% faster). 
 

Electricity cable and a clean hydrogen pipeline to 
foster clean energy trade.  

High-speed data cable to link innovative digital 
ecosystems in the world and create business 
opportunities 

Corridor Segments Eastern 
Corridor 
connecting 
India to the 
Arabian 
Gulf, 
Northern 
Corridor 
connecting 
Arabian 
Gulf to 
Europe 

 

Benefits for India Enhancing food security, regional supply chains, 
trade accessibility, environmental considerations, 
economic cohesion, job creation, and reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Reliable cross-border ship-to-rail transit network 
connecting India, the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, 
Israel, and Europe. 

It offers India a crucial role in global commerce, 
digital communication, and energy networks vis-à-
Ǿƛǎ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ .wL 

Geographical Advantage: It firmly positions India 
along the trade route spanning South East Asia to 
the Gulf, West Asia, and Europe. 
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¶ PGII emphasizes loans over charity, benefiting both lending and receiving countries. 
 

24. Eastern Maritime Corridor (EMC) 
The Eastern Maritime Corridor is a proposed sea route between Chennai, India, and 
Vladivostok, Russia, passing through the Sea of Japan, the South China Sea, and the Malacca 
Strait.  
 
Benefits for India include: 

¶ Significant time reduction: It shortens the transportation time by up to 16 days, making it 
more efficient. 

¶ Presence in Southeast Asia: Chennai Port's strategic location opens trade opportunities with 
Southeast Asian nations like Thailand, Vietnam, and Indonesia. 

¶ Access to Russia's Far East: Vladivostok Port provides access to resource-rich regions, offering 
opportunities in sectors like energy, mining, and technology for Indian businesses. 

 

 
 
This initiative follows a Memorandum of Intent on the development of maritime communications 
exchanged between Vladivostok and Chennai in 2019. 
 

25. International Organization of Legal Metrology  
India has achieved the distinction of becoming the 13th country in the world authorized to issue 
Internationally Accepted OIML (International Organization of Legal Metrology) Certificates.  

¶ This accomplishment allows domestic manufacturers in India to have their weighing and 
measuring instruments tested within the country and then sell them in the international 
market. 

 
About OIML: 

¶ The OIML is an intergovernmental organization established in 1955, with India becoming a 
member in 1956. It has 63 Member States and 64 Corresponding Members.  

 
Significance: 
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¶ Benefits indigenous manufacturers as they can export their weighing and measuring 

instruments worldwide without incurring additional testing fees, resulting in cost savings. 

¶ India can support foreign manufacturers by issuing OIML pattern approval certificates 
through its certified RRSLs, generating foreign exchange through fees and services.  

¶ Influence OIML policies and provide input to the OIML Strategy. 
 
India now joins an exclusive group of nations, including Australia, Switzerland, China, Czech 
Republic, Germany, Denmark, France, United Kingdom, Japan, Netherlands, Sweden, and 
Slovakia, as the 13th country worldwide authorized to issue OIML approval certificates.  
 

26. Five Eyes Alliance 
¶ Five Eyes Alliance: The Five Eyes Alliance refers to an intelligence-sharing partnership among 

five countries: the United States, the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada, and New Zealand.  

¶ These nations collaborate closely on intelligence matters, sharing information to protect 
their shared national interests. 

¶ Origins of the Alliance: The alliance traces its origins back to World War II when the UK and 
the US decided to share intelligence after successfully breaking German and Japanese 
codes. 

o  It began as the Britain-USA (BRUSA) agreement, later evolving into the UK-USA 
(UKUSA) agreement, with Canada joining in 1949 and New Zealand and Australia in 
1956. 

 

27. North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
¶ The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, or NATO, is a political and military alliance of 30 

European countries and two countries in North America (United States and Canada). 

¶ It was set up in 1949 by the US, Canada, and several western European nations to ensure 
their collective security against the Soviet Union. Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦{Ωǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŜŀŎŜǘƛƳŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 
alliance outside the western hemisphere. 

¶ It is headquartered in Brussels, Belgium.  
 
Background: 
The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation came into being after World War II as a counter to the 
{ƻǾƛŜǘ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΦ ¢ƘŜƴ-US President Harry S Truman signed 
the 12-member treaty on April 4, 1949. After the collapse of USSR in 1991, several eastern 
European nations previously members of the Soviet Union joined NATO. 
 

¶ NATO membership is open to 
άŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛƴ a 
position to further the principles 
of this Treaty and to contribute 
to the security of the North 
!ǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ ŀǊŜŀΦέ 

¶ NATO is committed to the 
peaceful resolution of disputes. If 
diplomatic efforts fail, it has the 
military capacity needed to 
undertake crisis-management 
operations. These are carried out 
under the Washington Treaty - b!¢hΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ - or under a UN mandate, alone or in 
cooperation with other countries and international organizations. 

¶ The NATO works on a collective defense principle and routinely undertakes exercises to 
strengthen their territorial, naval, and air forces.  
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¶ NATO members also arm themselves to face evolving methods of attacks like cybercrimes, 

and have participated in military operations in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosova, Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Libya and Syria, among others. 

¶ Article 4 of the treaty mandates that the member nations consult each other when faced with 
ǘƘǊŜŀǘΦ ά¢ƘŜ tŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜ 
territorial integrity, political independence or security of any of the PartƛŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘΣέ ƛǘ 
reads. 

¶ Meanwhile, !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ р ǎǇŜƭƭǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨƻƴŜ-for-all, all-for-ƻƴŜΩ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅΦ  

¶ New Delhi held its first political dialogue with the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) in Brussels on December 12, 2019. 

 

28. BRICS 
The 13th BRICS Summit was held ǳƴŘŜǊ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ /ƘŀƛǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ нлнм. It was the third time that India 
hosted the BRICS Summit after 2012 and 2016. 
 
15th BRICS summit was held in South Africa in 2023. 
 

¶ .wL/{ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǊƻƴȅƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅ 
Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. 

¶ Originally the first four were grouped as "BRIC" (or "the BRICs"), before the induction of South 
Africa in 2010. 

¶ Summits: Since 2009, the BRICS nations have met annually at formal summits with 
discussions representing spheres of political and socio-economic coordination, in which 
member countries have identified several business opportunities, economic 
complementarities and areas of cooperation.  

¶ Chairship: The Chairship of the forum is rotated annually among the members. Cooperation 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛǎ ǇǊŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻǊ άǘǊŀŎƪǎέ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƴŀƳŜƭȅΥ 

o Track I: Formal diplomatic engagement between the national governments. 
o Track II: Engagement through government-affiliated institutions, e.g. state-owned 

enterprises and business councils. 
o ¢ǊŀŎƪ LLLΥ /ƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ άǇŜƻǇƭŜ-to-ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ 

¶ During the Sixth BRICS Summit in Fortaleza (2014) the leaders signed the Agreement 
establishing the New Development Bank (NDB). They also signed the BRICS Contingent 
Reserve Arrangement. 

 

29. Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) 

¶ The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) 
is a regional organization comprising of seven member states in South Asia and Southeast 
Asia lying in littoral and adjacent areas of Bay of Bengal constituting a contiguous regional 
unity. 

¶ This sub-regional organisation came into being on June 6, 1997, through the Bangkok 
Declaration. It is headquartered in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

¶ It comprises of seven member countries: five deriving from South Asia τ including 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka τ and two from Southeast Asia, including 
Myanmar and Thailand. 

¶ It is not an FTA. IT is a sector-driven organization focussing on sharing best practices and help 
each other in agriculture, public health, poverty alleviation, counter-terrorism, environment, 
culture etc. Fourteen priority sectors of cooperation have been identified and several 
BIMSTEC centres have been established to focus on those sectors. 

¶ These are trade and investment, transport and communication, energy, tourism, technology, 
fisheries, agriculture, public health, poverty alleviation, counter terrorism and transnational 
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crime, environment and disaster management, people-to-people contact, cultural 
cooperation and climate change.  

 
A Bay of Bengal Maritime Dialogue (BOBMD) organised recently by the Centre for Humanitarian 
Dialogue and the Pathfinder Foundation brought together government officials, maritime 
experts, and representatives of prominent think tanks from Sri Lanka, India, Bangladesh, 
Myanmar, Thailand and Indonesia.  
 

30. World Economic Forum 
The World Economic Forum held its annual meeting in Davos.  
 
Why is WEF important?  
The WEF summit is attended by people from 
across the political and corporate world, including 
heads of state, policy makers, top executives, 
industrialists, media personalities and 
technocrats.  

 Deliberations at the WEF influence public 
sector and corporate decision-making, 
particularly on issues of global importance 
such as poverty, social challenges, climate 
change and global economic recovery.  

 The key mix of economic, corporate and 
political leadership at Swiss ski resorts 
provides the perfect opportunity to find solutions to the global challenges that emerge from 
time to time.  

 
How is WEF received outside?  
While the WEF sees large-scale participation from top industry, business leaders, civil society and 
international organizations each year, it has been criticized for being more of a networking hub 
than a nebula of wisdom or a platform to find effective solutions to global issues.  
The forum, which provides opportunities for collaboration through dialogue, has also been 
criticized for lack of representation from various sections of civil society and for lack of effective 
solutions.  
 
About the World Economic Forum:  
It is a Swiss nonprofit foundation established in 1971, based in Geneva, Switzerland.  
Some major reports published by WEF are:  

1. Energy Transition Index.  
2. Global Competitiveness Report.  
3. Global IT Report.  
4. Global Gender Gap Report.  
5. Global Risk Report.  
6. Global Travel and Tourism Report.  

 

31. Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
1. The Financial Action Task Force (FATF) is an inter-governmental body established in 1989 on 

the initiative of the G7.  
2. Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ άǇƻƭƛŎȅ-ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

national legislative and regulatory reforms in various areas.  
3. The FATF Secretariat is housed at the OECD headquarters in Paris.  
 
Roles and functions:  

¶ The Boao Forum for Asia (BFA) is a 
non-profit organisation that hosts high-
level forums for leaders from 
government, business and academia 
in Asia and other continents to share 
their vision on the most pressing issues 
in this region and the world at large.  

¶ BFA is modelled on the World 
Economic Forum held annually 
in Davos. 
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 Initially it was established to examine and develop measures to combat money laundering.  
 In October 2001, the FATF expanded its mandate to incorporate efforts to combat terrorist 

financing, in addition to money laundering.  
 In April 2012, it added efforts to counter the financing of proliferation of weapons of mass 

destruction.   
 
What is a blacklist and grey list?  
Black List: Countries known as Non-Cooperative Countries or Territories (NCCTs) are put in the 
blacklist. These countries support terror funding and money laundering activities. The FATF 
revises the blacklist regularly, adding or deleting entries.  
As of November 2022, only three countries were on the FATF blacklist: North Korea, Iran, 
and Myanmar. 
 
Grey List: Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and money 
laundering are put in the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the country that it 
may enter the blacklist. To get out of the grey list, a country has to fulfil tasks recommended by 
the FATF, such as confiscating properties of individuals associated with terrorist groups. 
Considered in the grey list may face: 

¶ Economic sanctions from IMF, World Bank, ADB. 

¶ Problem in getting loans from IMF, World Bank, ADB and other countries. 

¶ Reduction in international trade. 

¶ International boycott. 
 

32. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 
¶ SCO is a permanent intergovernmental international organization. 

¶ LǘΩǎ ŀ Eurasian political, economic and military organization aiming to maintain peace, 
security and stability in the region. 

¶ It was created in 2001. The SCO Charter was signed in 2002, and entered into force in 2003. 
 
Background: 

¶ Prior to the creation of SCO in 2001, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan 
were members of the Shanghai Five. 

¶ Shanghai Five (1996) emerged from a series of border demarcation and demilitarization talks 
which the four former Soviet republics held with China to ensure stability along the borders. 

¶ Following the accession of Uzbekistan to the organization in 2001, the Shanghai Five was 
renamed the SCO. 

¶ India and Pakistan became members in 2017. 
 
Objectives of SCO: 

 Strengthening mutual trust and neighbourliness among the member states.  
 Promoting their effective cooperation in politics, trade, the economy, research, technology 

and culture, as well as in education, energy, transport, tourism, environmental protection, 
and other areas.  

 Making joint efforts to maintain and ensure peace, security and stability in the region.  
 Moving towards the establishment of a democratic, fair and rational new international 

political and economic order.  
 
The SCO Heads of Government meet is held annually to focus on the trade and economic 
ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ {/hΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘ.  
 
India hosted the SCO summit as a chairman of organisation in 2023. 
 
¢ƘŜ ōǳƭƪ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ {/h ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ /Ƙƛƴŀ. 
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33. Interpol 
The Interpol, or International Criminal Police Organization, is an inter-governmental 
organisation comprising 196 member countries, which helps police forces in all these countries 
to better coordinate their actions. According to the Interpol website, the organisation enables 
member countries to share and access data on crimes and criminals, and offers a range of 
technical and operational support. 

 headquartered in Lyon, France.  
 Formed in 1923 as the International Criminal Police Commission, and started calling itself 

Interpol in 1956.  
 India joined the organisation in 1949, and is one of its oldest members.  

 
¢ƘŜ LƴǘŜǊǇƻƭ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Řŀȅ-to-day activities. It is run by a 
secretary general, with its headquarters in Lyon, France. 
 
LƴǘŜǊǇƻƭΩǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǇƻƭƛŎƛƴƎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ  

 Countering terrorism, promoting 
border integrity worldwide, 
protection of vulnerable 
communities, providing a secure 
cyberspace for people and 
businesses, curbing illicit markets, 
supporting environment security, 
and promoting global integrity. 

 
What is the Interpol General Assembly?  

 Lǘ ƛǎ LƴǘŜǊǇƻƭΩǎ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ 
body, and comprises representatives from all its member countries.  

 It meets annually for a session lasting approximately four days, to vote on activities and 
policy.  

 Each country is represented by one or more delegates at the Assembly, who are typically 
chiefs of law enforcement agencies.  

 The Assembly also elects the members of the Interpol Executive Committee, the governing 
ōƻŘȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ άǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅέΦ  

 
Interpol has a National Central Bureau (NCB) in each member country, which is the central point 
of contact for both the general secretariat and the other NCBs around the world. Each NCB is run 
by police officials of that country, and usually sits in the government ministry responsible for 
policing. (Home Ministry in India.) 
 
What is a Red Notice?  
Criminals or suspects often 
flee to other countries to 
evade facing justice. A Red 
Corner Notice, or Red Notice 
(RN) alerts police forces across 
the world about fugitives who 
are wanted internationally. 
LƴǘŜǊǇƻƭ ǎŀȅǎ άwŜŘ bƻǘƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
issued for fugitives wanted 
either for prosecution or to 
serve a sentence. A Red Notice 
is a request to law 
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enforcement worldwide to locate and provisionally arrest a person pending extradition, 
ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊΣ ƻǊ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
RN is published by Interpol at the request of a member country. The fugitives may be wanted for 
prosecution or to serve a sentence. The country issuing the request need not be the home 
country of the fugitive; Interpol acts on the request of a country where the alleged crime has 
been committed. 
 
Is an RN a warrant of arrest? 
wb ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΩ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΤ it is not an international arrest warrant. 
Interpol itself does not want individuals; they are wanted by a country or an international 
tribunal. 
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United Nations Organisations 

 

1. UN General Assembly (UNGA) 
¶ Popularly known as the parliament of the world, where all the 193 UN member states are 

represented, the UNGA is the deliberative, policymaking and representative organ of the UN. 
 
Roles and functions: 

¶ Takes a decision on important matters such as peace and security, discusses various global 
issues and budgetary matters. 

¶ Decides on matters such as the admission of new members. 

¶ Each of the 193 Member States in the Assembly has one vote. Votes taken on designated 
important issues ς such as recommendations on peace and security, the election of Security 
Council and Economic and Social Council members, and budgetary questions ς require a 
two-thirds majority of Member States, but other questions are decided by a simple 
majority. 

¶ In recent years, an effort has been made to achieve consensus on issues, rather than deciding 
ōȅ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǾƻǘŜΣ ǘƘǳǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ 
after having consulted and reached agreement with delegations, can propose that a 
resolution be adopted without a vote. 

¶ The Assembly has no binding votes or veto powers like the UN Security Council.  

¶ The UNGA can express world opinion, promote international cooperation in various fields and 
make recommendations to the UNSC and ŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƴƻƴ-permanent 
members. 

 
General Assembly resolutions carry political weight but are not legally binding. Unlike the 
Security Council, no country has veto power in the General Assembly. 
 
Non-Member States of the United Nations, which are members of one or more specialized agencies, 
can apply for the status of Permanent Observer. The status of a Permanent Observer is based purely 
on practice, and there are no provisions for it in the United Nations Charter.  
 
Permanent Observers have free access to most meetings and relevant documentation. 
Many regional and international organizations are also observers in the work and annual sessions of the 
General Assembly. 
 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR): 

¶ The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) is a multilateral treaty 
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly. The covenant commits its parties to 
respect the civil and political rights of individuals, including the right to life, freedom of 
religion, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, electoral rights and rights to due process 
and a fair trial. 

¶ The ICCPR is part of the International Bill of Human Rights, along with the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (UDHR). 

¶ The ICCPR is monitored by the United Nations Human Rights Committee. 
 
Due to military attacks in Gaza, UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres had invoked Article 99 of 
the UN Charter to establish a ceasefire.  

¶ Article 99 allows the Secretary-General to bring matters threatening international peace to 
the Security Council's attention.  
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¶ The provision has been rarely invoked. Past examples include the upheaval in the Republic of 

the Congo in 1960 following the ŜƴŘ ƻŦ .ŜƭƎƛǳƳΩǎ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǊǳƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘ ōȅ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀ ƛƴ 
1961 against CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ƴŀǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƛǊ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ. 

 

2. United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 
¶ The Security Council was established by the UN Charter in 1945. 

¶ It is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations. 

¶ Its primary responsibility is to work to maintain international peace and security. 

¶ The council is headquartered at New York. 
 
The council has 15 members: 

¶ Five (5) permanent members 

¶ Ten (10) non-permanent members elected for two-year terms 
 

¶ Each year, the General Assembly elects five non-permanent members (out of ten in total) for 
a two-year term. 

¶ The ten non-permanent seats are distributed on a regional basis. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ rotates every month among its 15 members. 

¶ Permanent members: United States, the Russian Federation, France, China and the United 
Kingdom 

 
About Security Council Presidency:  
1. The presidency of the Council is held by each of 

the members in turn for one month, following the 
English alphabetical order of the Member States 
names.  

2. It rotates among the 15 member-states of the 
council monthly.  

3. The head of the country's delegation is known as 
the President of the United Nations Security 
Council.  

4. The president serves to coordinate actions of the 
council, decide policy disputes, and sometimes functions as a diplomat or intermediary 
between conflicting groups.  

 
How will membership change? 

¶ Amendment: Changing the membership of the Council requires amending the Charter. 

¶ Two-third of total membership: It involves consent of two-thirds of the total membership of 
the UN, including the concurring votes of P-5. 

¶ Veto power: Each of the five permanent members has a veto. 

¶ Non-permanent seats: The Charter was amended once in the 1960s to enlarge the Council by 
additional non-permanent seats. 

 
Decisions taken under Chapter VII, such as economic sanctions or other sections like international 
security, are binding on UN members; the Security Council is the only UN body with the 
authority to issue binding resolutions. The UNGA can only make recommendations in this 
regard.   
 
Decisions that are vetoed by the P-5 cannot be submitted for the review of the UNGA. Also, the 
UNSC is the authority under the UN charter to take action in situations threatening 
international peace and security.   
 

India had assumed the rotating 
Presidency of the United Nations 
Security Council for the month of 
August 2021.  

 This was India's tenth tenure.  
 This was also India's first 

presidency in the UNSC during its 
2021-22 tenure as a non-
permanent member of the UNSC.  
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The Counter-Terrorism Committee is a subsidiary body of the United Nations Security Council. It 
was formed in September 2001 soon after the tragic terrorist attack of 9/11 in New York. India 
had chaired this committee in the Security Council in 2011-12. 
 
India was the Chair of the UN Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee for the year 2022. 
 

3. International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
¶ The International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) is an international human rights non-

governmental organization.  

¶ ICJ was established in 1945 by the United Nations charter and started working in April 1946.  

¶ The International Court of Justice is the principal judicial organ of the United Nations. Its seat 
is at the Peace Palace in the Hague (Netherlands).  

¶ It is the only one of the six principal organs of the United Nations not located in New York 
ό¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀύΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘǘƭŜΣ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀǿΣ 
legal disputes submitted to it by States and to give advisory opinions on legal questions 
referred to it by authorized United Nations organs and specialized agencies. The 
International Court of Justice functions in accordance with its Statute. 

 
Structure: 

¶ The Court is composed of 15 judges, who are elected for terms of office of nine years by the 
United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council. 

¶ In order to ensure a measure of continuity, one third of the Court is elected every three years. 

¶ It is a standing group 
of 60 eminent 
juristsτincluding 
senior judges, 
attorneys and 
academicsτwho 
work to develop 
national and 
international 
human rights 
standards through 
the law. 
Commissioners are 
known for their 
experience, 
knowledge and 
fundamental 
commitment to 
human rights. The composition of the Commission aims to reflect the geographical diversity 
of the world and its many legal systems.  

The 15 judges of the Court are distributed in following regions: 
1. Three from Africa. 
2. Two from Latin America and Caribbean. 
3. Three from Asia. 
4. Five from Western Europe and other states. 
5. Two from Eastern Europe.  
 
Independence of judges:  
Unlike other organs of international organizations, the Court is not composed of representatives 
of governments. Members of the Court are independent judges whose first task, before taking up 
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their duties, is to make a solemn declaration in open court that they will exercise their powers 
impartially and conscientiously.  
 
Jurisdiction and Functioning:  

¶ The ICJ is not a supreme court to which national courts can turn; it does not act as a court of 
last resort for individuals. Nor is it an appeal court for any international tribunal. It can, 
however, rule on the validity of arbitral awards. 

¶ The Court can only hear a dispute when requested to do so by one or more States. It cannot 
deal with a dispute on its own initiative. Neither is it permitted, under its Statute, to 
investigate and rule on acts of sovereign States as it chooses. 

¶ Judgments are final and without appeal. If there is a dispute about the meaning or scope of a 
judgment, the only possibility is for one of the parties to make a request to the Court for an 
interpretation.  

¶ In the event of the discovery of a fact hitherto unknown to the Court which might be a 
decisive factor, either party may apply for revision of the judgment. 

¶ United Nations Charter authorizes the UN Security Council to enforce Court rulings. 
However, such enforcement is subject to the veto power of the five permanent members of 
the council. 

 

4. International Maritime Organisation (IMO) 
The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) assembly for the 2024ς25 biennium, India was 
re-elected to the IMO Council with the highest vote tally.  

¶ India falls under the Category of 10 states with the largest interest in international seaborne 
trade, alongside countries like Australia, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Spain, Sweden, and the United Arab Emirates.  

¶ The IMO Council, which India has been re-elected to, serves as the executive organ of the 
organization and is responsible for supervising its work. 

 
Under the Maritime India Vision 2030 (MIV 2030), India aims to enhance its representation at 
the IMO by appointing permanent representatives and nominating candidates for the Junior 
Professional Officer (JPO) Program.  
 

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) is a United Nations specialized agency that works 
to improve the safety and security of international shipping. The IMO's mission is to promote 
sustainable, efficient, environmentally sound, and safe shipping through cooperation. 

  

5. United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crimes 
(UNTOC) 

The Minister of State for Home Affairs attended a two-day conference in Palermo, Italy, marking 
the 20th anniversary of the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crimes 
(UNTOC).  
 
The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) is a global and 
legally binding instrument adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2000 and enforced in 2003.  
It is the first comprehensive treaty aimed at combatting transnational organized crime including 
human trafficking, migrant smuggling, and illicit firearms trafficking.  
Currently, there are 191 parties to the Convention, including India (who joined it in 2002 and 
ratified it in 2011). Central Bureau of Investigation as the national Nodal Authority from India. 
India also enacted the Criminal Law Amendment Act in 2013, which specifically defines human 
trafficking. 
 

About Transnational Organized Crime: 
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Transnational organized crime refers to criminal activities that operate across national borders, 
involving organized groups engaged in various illegal activities such as drug trafficking, human 
trafficking, money laundering, and cybercrime.  

 

6. United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL)  
India hosted the inaugural United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) 
South Asia Conference recently.  

¶ The conference aimed to strengthen India's engagement with UNCITRAL and encourage 
interaction between UNCITRAL, the judiciary, bureaucracy, academia, and the legal 
fraternity .  

¶ It was organized jointly by the Ministry of External Affairs, UNCITRAL, and the organization's 
national coordination committee for India.  

The conference covered various topics, including the digital economy, MSMEs and access to 
credit, insolvency, investor-state dispute settlement reform, international commercial arbitration, 
and mediation. The event also highlighted India's potential as a hub for international arbitration. 
 

About UNCITRAL: 
UNCITRAL stands for the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law. It is the 
principal legal entity within the United Nations system dedicated to international trade law.  
UNCITRAL is a legal body with universal membership that specializes in commercial law reform 
worldwide. It has been working for over 50 years to modernize and harmonize rules on 
international business. UNCITRAL's primary goal is to facilitate international trade by creating 
legal frameworks and instruments that promote fairness, transparency, and efficiency in cross-
border commercial transactions.  

 

7. India-UN Capacity Building Initiative 
India and the United Nations have jointly launched the "India-UN Capacity Building Initiative," 
which aims to share India's development experiences, best practices, and expertise with partner 
countries in the Global South through capacity-building and training programs.  

¶ This initiative builds upon India's extensive cooperation in development and capacity 
building with partner countries. 

¶ The initiative complements the existing India-UN partnership through the "India-UN 
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ CǳƴŘέΦ 

¶ The initiative will operationalize the development-related goals of India's G20 Presidency, 
including the G20 Action Plan for Accelerating Progress on the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and building Digital Public Infrastructure.  

 

8. World Trade Organization (WTO) 
 World Trade Organization, as an institution, was established in 1995. It replaced General 

Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (GATT) which was in place since 1946. 
 The WTO officially commenced on 1 January 1995 under the Marrakesh Agreement, signed 

by 123 nations on 15 April 1994. 
 India has been a member of GATT since 1948; hence it was party to Uruguay Round and a 

founding member of WTO. 
 ²ƘƛƭŜ ²¢h ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ мффрΣ D!¢¢ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ŜȄƛǎǘΦ Lǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ŀǎ ²¢hΩǎ 

umbrella treaty for trade in goods. 
 

 The World Trade Organization (WTO) is the only global international organization dealing 
with the rules of trade between nations. 

 At its heart are the WTO agreements, negotiated and signed by the bulk of the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ 
nations and ratified in their parliaments. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


 

www.insightsonindia.com                                                          47                                                                      InsightsIAS 

INSTA PT 2024 EXCLUSIVE (INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 

NOTES 
 ¢ƘŜ ²¢hΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ help producers of goods and services, exporters, and importers conduct 

their business. 
 The WTO Ministerial Conference is the highest decision-making body of the World Trade 

Organization. 
 ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

164 members.  
 WTO is a consensus-based, members-driven organization. The main advantage of this 

approach is that the decision taken is acceptable to all members. 
 Under the Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the WTO, the Ministerial Conference is to meet 

at least once every two years. 
 
Structure of WTO: 
The WTO is headed by the Ministerial Conference, while the daily operations are carried out by 
three administrative bodies: 
1. The General Council comprises the representatives of all member countries and acts as the 

representative of the Ministerial Conference when it comes to daily operations. Its job is to 
carry out the implementation and monitoring function of the WTO. 

2. The Dispute Settlement Body is a part of the General Council and is responsible for settling 
trade disputes between member states. There is also an Appellate Body, where member 
states can appeal any decisions made against them during a dispute settlement. 

3. The Trade Policy Review Body is also a part of the General Council and is responsible for 
ensuring the trade policies of member states are in line with the goals of the WTO. Member 
countries are required to inform the WTO about changes in their laws and trade policies. 

 
Roles and functions of Director General of WTO: 
The director-general of the World Trade Organization is the officer of the World Trade 
Organization responsible for supervising and directing the organization's administrative 
operations. 

 The Director-General has little power over matters of policy - the role is primarily advisory 
and managerial. 

 The Director-General supervises the WTO secretariat of about 700 staff and is appointed by 
WTO members for a term of four years. 

 
Developing Country Status in WTO:  
There are no WTO definitions ƻŦ άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘέ ŀƴŘ άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎέ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ  
Members announce for themselves ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘέ ƻǊ άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎέ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ  

 However, other members can challenge the decision of a member to make use of provisions 
available to developing countries.  

 
What are the benefits of ΨŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩ tag? 
/ŜǊǘŀƛƴ ²¢h ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƎƛǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀƭ 
ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΩ ό{ϧ5¢ύ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ grant developing countries longer timeframes to 
implement the agreements and even commitments to raise trading opportunities for such 
countries. 
 
¢ƘŜ άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²¢h ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ 
from the commitments under various multilateral trade agreements ratified by the 
organisation. 
 
They can continue to impose tariffs and quotas on goods and services in order to limit imports 
and promote domestic producers who may otherwise be affected adversely by imports that are 
lower in price or better in quality. However, Exports by developing countries are not exempted 
from import duties in developed countries 
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WTO pacts are often aimed at reduction in government support to certain industries over time 
and set more lenient target for developing nations and grant them more time to achieve these 
targets compared to developed ones. 
The classification also allows other countries to offer preferential treatment. 
 
Least Developed Countries (LDCs) are often exempted from certain provisions of WTO pacts. A 
country classified as an LDC, receives zero duty, zero quota access for most of its exports to 
developed countries. 
 
Dispute settlement:  
Resolving trade disputes is one of the core activities of the WTO.  

 A dispute arises when a member government believes another member government is 
violating an agreement or a commitment that it has made in the WTO.  

 The WTO has one of the most active international dispute settlement mechanisms in the 
world.  

 
There are three main stages to the WTO dispute settlement process:  
(i) consultations between the parties.  
(ii) adjudication by panels and, if applicable, by the Appellate Body.  
(iii) the implementation of the ruling, which includes the possibility of countermeasures in the 
event of failure by the losing party to implement the ruling.  
 
²¢hΩǎ !ǇǇŜƭƭŀǘŜ .ƻŘȅΥ  

 The Appellate Body, set up in 1995, is a standing 
committee that presides over appeals against 
judgments passed in trade-related disputes 
brought by WTO members.  

 Countries involved in a dispute over measures 
purported to break a WTO agreement or 
obligation can approach the Appellate Body if they 
feel the report of the panel set up to examine the 
issue needs to be reviewed on points of law.  

 However, existing evidence is not re-examined but 
legal interpretations are reviewed.  

 The Appellate Body can uphold, modify, or reverse the legal findings of the panel that heard 
the dispute. Countries on either or both sides of the dispute can appeal.  

 
²¢hΩǎ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΥ  

¶ The Agreement on Agriculture (AoA) is an international treaty of the World Trade 
Organization. It was negotiated during the Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, and entered into force with the establishment of the WTO on January 1, 
1995. 

¶ It is aimed to remove trade barriers and to promote transparent market access and 
integration of global markets. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ²¢hΩǎ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ 
a forum for members to address related concerns. 

 

9. United Nations Peacekeeping 
United Nations Peacekeeping is a joint effort between the Department of Peace Operations and 
the Department of Operational Support. Every peacekeeping mission is authorized by the Security 
Council.  

¶ The U.N. began its Peacekeeping efforts in 1948 when it deployed military observers to West 

The International Plant Protection 
Convention (IPPC) is one of the "Three 
Sisters" recognized by the World Trade 
Organization's (WTO) Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) 
Agreement, along with the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission for food 
safety standards and the World 
Organization for Animal Health (OIE) 
for animal health standards. 
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!ǎƛŀΦ ¢ƘŜ tŜŀŎŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳƛǎǘƛŎŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
Israel and its Arab neighbours. 

¶ U.N. Peacekeepers provide security as well as political and peacebuilding support to 
conflict-ridden countries. 

 
¢ƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǳƛŘŜ ¦ΦbΦΩǎ tŜŀŎŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜΥ 

¶ Consent of the parties 

¶ Impartiality 

¶ Non-use of force except in self-defence and defence of the mandate 
 
Composition:  

¶ UN peacekeepers (often referred to as Blue Berets or Blue Helmets because of their light blue 
berets or helmets) can include soldiers, police officers, and civilian personnel.  

¶ Peacekeeping forces are contributed by member states on a voluntary basis.  

¶ Civilian staff of peace operations are international civil servants, recruited and deployed by 
the UN Secretariat. 

 
How are UN Peacekeeping operations funded?  

 While decisions about establishing, maintaining or expanding a peacekeeping operation are 
taken by the Security Council, the financing of UN Peacekeeping operations is the collective 
responsibility of all UN Member States.  

 Every Member State is legally obligated to pay their respective share towards peacekeeping. 
This is in accordance with the provisions of Article 17 of the Charter of the United Nations.  

 
India has a long history of service in UN Peacekeeping, having contributed more personnel than 
any other country.  
 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ¦b tŜŀŎŜƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦b operation in 
Korea in the 1950sΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀǘƻǊȅ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƭŜƳŀǘŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǊ 
in Korea led to the signing of the armistice that ended the Korean War.  
 
India also served as Chair of the three international commissions for supervision and control for 
Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos established by the 1954 Geneva Accords on Indochina. 
 
India has been sending women personnel on UN Peacekeeping Missions. In 2007, India became 
the first country to deploy an all-women contingent to a UN Peacekeeping Mission. 
 
Medical care is among the many services Indian Peacekeepers provide to the communities in 
which they serve on behalf of the Organization. They also perform specialised tasks such as 
veterinary support and engineering services. 
 
India was the first country to contribute to the Trust Fund on sexual exploitation and abuse, which 
was set up in 2016. 
 

10. Blue Helmets 
Blue Helmets are the military personnel of the U.N. that work alongside the U.N. Police and 
ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ άǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎέΦ The personnel get the 
name from the iconic blue helmets or berets they wear. 
 
All military personnel under Blue Helmets are members of their national armies first who are 
seconded to work under the U.N. command. 
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Currently, there are more than 70,000 military personnel enlisted as Blue Helmets. African and 
Asian countries outnumber their western counterparts in contributing soldiers to Blue 
Helmets. 
 
How are Blue Helmets enlisted? 

¶ Qualified military officers from U.N. member states are recruited to serve as individual staff 
officers, military observers, or as part of units from an individual troop-contributing country, 
by the United Nations Office of Military Affairs. Staff officers are also deployed at the U.N. 
headquarters from where they monitor all aspects related to deployment of troops on the 
ground. 

¶ Blue Helmets are seconded to work under the U.N. flag for periods normally of up to one 
year in the field, or two or three years at the headquarters. 
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International Banks / International Financial Institutions 

 

1. Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication (SWIFT) 
What is SWIFT? 
It is a messaging network that financial institutions use to securely transmit information and 
instructions through a standardized system of codes. Under SWIFT, each financial organization 
has a unique code which is used to send and receive payments.  

 SWIFT does not facilitate funds transfer: rather, it sends payment orders, which must be 
settled by correspondent accounts that the institutions have with each other.  

 The SWIFT is a secure financial message carrier τ in other words, it transports messages 
from one bank to its intended bank recipient.  

 Its core role is to provide a secure transmission channel so that Bank A knows that its 
message to Bank B goes to Bank B and no one else. Bank B, in turn, knows that Bank A, and no 
one other than Bank A, sent, read or altered the message en route. Banks, of course, need to 
have checks in place before actually sending messages.  

 
Where is it located?  
The Belgium-headquartered SWIFT connects more than 11,000 banking and securities 
organizations in over 200 countries and territories.  
 
SWIFT India:  
SWIFT India is a joint venture of top Indian public and private sector banks and SWIFT (Society 
for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication). The company was created to deliver 
high quality domestic financial messaging services to the Indian financial community. 
Bhattacharya said the venture has a huge potential to contribute significantly to the financial 
community in many domains.  
 
Significance of SWIFT:  

 aŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ǎŜƴǘ ōȅ {²LC¢Ωǎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
identification technology.  

 Encryption is added as the messages leave the customer environment and enter the SWIFT 
Environment.  

 Messages remain in the protected SWIFT environment, subject to all its confidentiality and 
integrity commitments, throughout the transmission process while they are transmitted to 
the operating centres (OPCs) where they are processed τ until they are safely delivered to 
the receiver.  

 

2. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a multilateral development bank with a mission to 
improve social and economic outcomes in Asia and beyond. 
The Parties (57 founding members) to agreement comprise the Membership of the Bank.  

 It is headquartered in Beijing. 
 The bank started operation after the agreement entered into force on 25 December 2015, 

after ratifications were received from 10 member states holding a total number of 50% of the 
initial subscriptions of the Authorized Capital Stock.  

 
Aim:  
By investing in sustainable infrastructure and other productive sectors today, it aims to connect 
people, services and markets that over time will impact the lives of billions and build a better 
future. 
 
Membership:  
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 There are more than 100 members now. 

 
Voting Rights:  

 China is the largest voting shares in the bank followed by India and Russia. 
 
Various organs of AIIB:  
Board of Governors: The Board of Governors consists of one Governor and one Alternate 
Governor appointed by each member country. Governors and Alternate Governors serve at the 
pleasure of the appointing member. 
Board of Directors: Non-ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴƪΩǎ 
general operations, exercising all powers delegated to it by the Board of Governors. 
International Advisory Panel: The Bank has established an International Advisory Panel (IAP) to 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ {ŜƴƛƻǊ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴƪΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻƴ 
general operational issues. 
 

3. Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
 ADB is a regional development bank.  
 established on 19 December 1966.  
 headquartered τ Manila, Philippines.  
 official United Nations Observer.  

 
Who can be its members?  
The bank admits the members of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (UNESCAP, formerly the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East or 
ECAFE) and non-regional developed countries.  

 ADB now has 68 members. 
 
Voting rights:  

 It is modeled closely on the World Bank, and has a similar weighted voting system where 
ǾƻǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎΦ  

 As of 31 December 2020Σ !5.Ωǎ ŦƛǾŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ shareholders are Japan and the United States 
όŜŀŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ мрΦс҈ ƻŦ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǎƘŀǊŜǎύΣ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /Ƙƛƴŀ όсΦп҈ύΣ LƴŘƛŀ όсΦо҈ύΣ ŀƴŘ 
Australia (5.77%).  

 
Roles and functions:  

 Dedicated to reducing poverty in Asia and the Pacific through inclusive economic growth, 
environmentally sustainable growth, and regional integration.  

 This is carried out through investments ς in the form of loans, grants and information sharing 
ς in infrastructure, health care services, financial and public administration systems, helping 
nations prepare for the impact of climate change or better manage their natural resources, as 
well as other areas.  

 

4. New Development Bank (NDB) 
It is a multilateral development bank operated by the BRICS states (Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa). 

 It was agreed to by BRICS leaders at the 5th BRICS summit held in Durban, South Africa in 
2013. 

 It was established in 2014, at the 6th BRICS Summit at Fortaleza, Brazil. 
 The bank is set up to foster greater financial and development cooperation among the five 

emerging markets. 
 Headquartered in Shanghai, China. 

In 2018, the NDB received observer status in the United Nations General Assembly, establishing 
a firm basis for active and fruitful cooperation with the UN. 
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Members: 

 The five founding members of the Bank include Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa. 
 In September 2021, Bangladesh, the United Arab Emirates and Uruguay joined the NDB.  
 In December 2021, the NDB admitted Egypt as a new member. 

 
Voting: 
Unlike the World Bank, which assigns votes based on capital share, in the New Development Bank 
each participant country will be assigned one vote, and none of the countries will have veto 
power. 
 
Roles and functions: 
The Bank will mobilise resources for infrastructure and sustainable development projects in BRICS 
and other emerging economies and developing countries, to supplement existing efforts of 
multilateral and regional financial institutions for global growth and development. 
 
Significance:  
The BRICS brings together five of the largest developing countries of the world, representing 41% 
of the global population, 24% of the global GDP and 16% of the global trade.  
 

5. Bank for International Settlements 
 BIS is an international financial organisation owned by 63 member central banks, representing 

countries from around the world including India.  
 It fosters international monetary and financial cooperation and serves as a bank for central 

banks.  
 It carries out its work through its meetings, programmes and through the Basel Process ς 

hosting international groups pursuing global financial stability and facilitating their 
interaction.  

 Its headquarter is in Basel, Switzerland.  
 The BIS was established in 1930 by an intergovernmental agreement between Germany, 

Belgium, France, the United Kingdom, Italy, Japan, the United States, and Switzerland.  
 

6. International Finance Corporation (IFC) 
 It is an international financial institution that offers investment, advisory, and asset 

management services to encourage private sector development in developing countries. 
 It is a member of the World Bank Group and is headquartered in Washington, D.C., United 

States.  
 It was established in 1956 as the private sector arm of the World Bank Group to advance 

economic development by investing in strictly for-profit and commercial projects that purport 
to reduce poverty and promote development.  

 The IFC is owned and governed by its member countries, but has its own executive 
leadership and staff that conduct its normal business operations.  

 It is a corporation whose shareholders are member governments that provide paid-in capital 
and which have the right to vote on its matters.  

 
Roles and functions:  
1. Since 2009, the IFC has focused on a set of development goals that its projects are expected 

to target. Its goals are to increase sustainable agriculture opportunities, improve healthcare 
and education, increase access to financing for microfinance and business clients, advance 
infrastructure, help small businesses grow revenues, and invest in climate health. 

2. It offers an array of debt and equity financing services and helps companies face their risk 
exposures while refraining from participating in a management capacity. 
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3. It advises governments on building infrastructure and partnerships to further support private 

sector development.  

 

7. International Monetary and Financial Committee 
Composition: The IMFC has 24 members, drawn from the pool of 190 governors. Its structure 
mirrors that of the Executive Board and its 24 constituencies. As such, the IMFC represents all the 
member countries of the Fund.  
Functions: The IMFC meets twice a year, during the Spring and Annual Meetings. The Committee 
discusses matters of common concern 
affecting the global economy and also advises 
the IMF on the direction its work.  
At the end of the Meetings, the Committee 
issues a joint communiqué summarizing its 
views. These communiqués provide guidance 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ LaCΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄ 
months leading up to the next Spring or 
Annual Meetings. There is no formal voting at 
the IMFC, which operates by consensus. 
 
Significance:  

 The IMFC advises and reports to the IMF 
Board of Governors on the supervision 
and management of the international 
monetary and financial system, including 
on responses to unfolding events that 
may disrupt the system. 

 It also considers proposals by the Executive Board to amend the Articles of Agreement and 
advises on any other matters that may be referred to it by the Board of Governors. 

 Although the IMFC has no formal decision-making powers, in practice, it has become a key 
instrument for providing strategic direction to the work and policies of the Fund. 
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International Events 

 

1. 2nd Voice of Global South Summit (VOGSS) 
The 2nd Voice of Global South Summit, hosted by India called for restraint, dialogue, and 
diplomacy to resolve the Israel-Hamas conflict.  
 
What is VOGSS? 
Voice of Global South Summit is a platform where countries from the Global South, often 
described as developing or less developed, come together to share perspectives and priorities. 
The summit focuses on sustaining momentum toward a more inclusive, representative, and 
progressive world order. 
 
The outcome of the summit: 
Indian PM unveils DAKSHIN (Global South Centre of Excellence) and calls ŦƻǊ р Ψ/ǎΩ for the Global 
South: Consultation, Cooperation, Communication, Creativity, and Capacity building. 
 
What is the global south? 
¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άDƭƻōŀƭ {ƻǳǘƘέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎΣέ άƭŜǎǎ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘέ ƻǊ άǳƴŘŜǊŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ {ƻǳǘƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘǊŀŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Brandt 
report of 1980. 
 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ Global south:  
India has taken several initiatives for South-South cooperation, including the induction of the 
African Union into the G20 Grouping, International Solar Alliance, Global Biofuel Alliance, and 
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure. Initiatives such as MAHARISHI focus on global food 
security, while the G20 Digital Public Infrastructure Framework aim to enhance collaboration and 
address shared challenges among Global South 
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Miscellaneous 

 

1. Global Nuclear Order (GNO) 
The global nuclear order (GNO) refers to the established framework, rules, and agreements 
governing the use and proliferation of nuclear weapons on a global scale. 
 
E.g., the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) aims to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons 
and promote disarmament. 
 
Key Components of the Global Nuclear Order:  

Key Components Description 

Non-Proliferation Efforts to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons to additional 
states. 

Disarmament Initiatives aimed at reducing and ultimately eliminating nuclear 
arsenals globally. 

Nuclear Material 
Security 

Measures to safeguard nuclear materials, facilities, and technologies 
from theft, sabotage, or unauthorized access. 

Peaceful Use of 
Nuclear Energy 

Promotion of nuclear technology for peaceful purposes such as 
electricity generation, medicine, agriculture, and industry. 

International 
Agreements and 
Treaties 

Frameworks like the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), 
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), and others establish 
norms, regulations, and obligations related to nuclear activities. 

International 
Organizations and 
Agencies 

Bodies like the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) oversee 
nuclear activities, and inspections, and promote nuclear safety and 
security worldwide. 

 

 
 
LƴŘƛŀΩǎ tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ bǳŎƭŜŀǊ hǊŘŜǊΥ  
1. Nuclear Disarmament: India supports complete disarmament within a specified timeframe 
2. The doctrine of ϥbƻ CƛǊǎǘ ¦ǎŜΩ όbC¦ύ ƻŦ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ: The doctrine was formally adopted 

in January 2003, and says that nuclear weapons will only be used in retaliation against a 
nuclear attack on Indian territory or on Indian forces anywhere 

a. Last year, the Indian Defence Minister said that the 'no first use nuclear policy' of 
India may change in the future. 

3. Advocate for Global Disarmament: India advocates for global nuclear disarmament while 
seeking recognition as a responsible nuclear power. 

4. Non-Signatory to NPT and CTBT: India distinguishes itself by not being a signatory to the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and CTBT, as it deems them discriminatory 
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a. India's non-signatory status to the NPT creates complexities in its relationship with 

the global nuclear order, having developed its nuclear program independently. 
5. Nuclear Arsenal Expansion: India's ongoing expansion and modernization of its nuclear 

arsenal raise concerns about regional stability, especially given tensions with Pakistan and the 
strategic rivalry with China. 

6. Relations with Pakistan: The nuclear dynamics between India and Pakistan pose challenges 
7. China Factor: India's nuclear policy is influenced by its relations with China, and as China 

modernizes its nuclear capabilities, India might feel compelled to bolster its arsenal 
 

2. Olympics 
Origin The Olympic Games originated in ancient Greece as part of a religious 

festival in honour of Zeus, the Greek god of the sky, at Olympia. 

Modern Olympics 
Games 

The modern Olympic Games were revived in the late 19th century. The 
first modern Olympic Games were held in 1896 in Athens, Greece.  

Pierre, Baron de Coubertin, is credited as the architect of the modern 
Olympic Games. 

International 
Olympic 
Committee (IOC) 

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) (founded: 1894; HQ: 
Lausanne, Switzerland) is a non-governmental sports organization 
responsible for organizing the Olympic Games and governs National 
Olympic Committees (NOCs).  

In 2009, the UN General Assembly granted the IOC Permanent 
Observer status.  

The IOC Session is the annual meeting of IOC members where each 
member has one vote, and its decisions are final. 

Pattern of Olympic 
Games 

Since 1948, the Olympics have been held every four years.   
The responsibility of hosting the Olympic Games is given to a city, not a 
country, and the choice of the city is determined solely by the IOC. 

 
More about Olympics Cities: 

¶ To date, 51 different cities have been chosen to host the modern Olympics, with a majority in 
Western Europe.  

¶ No cities from Central America, Africa, Central Asia, the Middle East, South Asia, or Southeast 
Asia have hosted the Olympics. 

¶ Host city decisions are made between seven to eleven years before the Games 

¶ 2024 Summer Olympics: Paris; 2028 Summer Olympics: Los Angeles. 
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3. Project Mariana 
Project Mariana, a collaborative effort involving the Bank for International Settlements (BIS) and 
the central banks of France, Singapore, and Switzerland, has successfully completed its mission.  

¶ The project focused on testing the cross-border trading and settlement of wholesale central 
bank digital currencies (wCBDCs) among financial institutions, utilizing decentralized finance 
(DeFi) technology concepts on a public blockchain. 

 
Key points about Project Mariana: 

¶ Project Mariana demonstrated the successful cross-border trading and settlement of 
hypothetical euro, Singapore dollar, and Swiss franc wCBDCs among simulated financial 
institutions. 

¶ The project relied on several key elements, including a common technical token standard 
provided by a public blockchain, bridges for seamless wCBDC transfers between different 
networks, and an Automated Market Maker (AMM) to facilitate automated spot FX 
transactions and settlements. 

¶ The AMM's innovative algorithms pooled liquidity from various wCBDCs, enabling automatic 
pricing and execution of spot FX transactions, and suggesting potential applications for the 
next generation of financial market infrastructures supporting cross-border trading and 
settlement. 

 

4. White phosphorus 
Human Rights Watch (HRW) said the Israeli military recently used white phosphorus munitions 
in Lebanon and Gaza. 

¶ White phosphorus munitions can be delivered through artillery shells, bombs, rockets, or 
grenades. This substance is colourless, white, or yellow and emits a garlic-like odour. 
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