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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure.

The parliamentary form of government adopted by India has both strengths and
weaknesses, reflecting its impact on the functioning and stability of the political system.

Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Easy

Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India

Why the question:

Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha suspended 141 Opposition Members of Parliament (MPs) for disrupting
its proceedings in the ongoing winter session of Parliament.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about features of parliamentary form of government, its pros and cons.

Directive word:
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Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by describing parliamentary form of government adopted by India.

Body:

In the first part, write about the major features of Parliamentary forms of government in India.
Nominal and Real Head, Executive is a Part of Legislature, Majority Party Rule, Collective
Responsibility etc.

Next, write about its advantages — Represents Diverse Group, Better Co-Ordination Between
Legislature and Executive etc.

Next, write about its limitations of the parliamentary form of government.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a balanced opinion on parliamentary form of government.

Introduction

India is a Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic and Republic country which follows

the Parliamentary form of government which is also known as Westminster model of government
or Cabinet government or Responsible government. This form of government is prevalent in Britain,
Japan, Canada and India among others. Parliamentary system has been taken from the United
Kingdom because U.K. constitution is the mother constitution of parliamentarianism.

Body

Major features of parliamentary form of government

e Bicameral legislature: System may be either bicameral (two houses of the parliament)
or unicameral(single house of the parliament). India follows a bicameral legislature in which
the members of the Lower House (Lok sabha) are elected by the people and members
of Upper house (Rajya sabha) by elected representatives.

e The President can dissolve the Lok Sabha on recommendation of the Prime Minister while
Rajya Sabha is a permanent house and cannot be dissolved.

¢ Nominal and Real Executives:There are two parts of the executive in India, nominal
executive, and real executive. The President, the Head of the State is the nominal
executive.

e Theoretically, the Constitution of India vested all the executive powers in the President of
India. But, in practice, are actually used by the Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers.
The Prime Minister is the real executive.

e Majority Party Rule:The party which wins majority seats in the elections of the Lower House
forms the government. The President appoints the leader as the Prime Minister and the
other ministers on the recommendation of the Prime Minister.

e The President may invite a coalition of parties to form the government, in case no party got
a clear majority.

e Collective Responsibility:The council of ministers is collectively responsible to the
parliament. The lower house of parliament can dissolve the government by exercising the no
confidence motion.
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Opposition:Party who gets the second highest vote counts in elections forms an opposition
party. The opposition plays a crucial role in keeping a check on the ruling government.

Secrecy:The members of the executive follow the principle of secrecy in official legal matters
of the country. Ministers take oaths of secrecy before entering their office.

Advantages of parliamentary form of government

Better coordination between the administration and the legislation: Since the
administration is part of the legislation, and most legislatures generally support the
government, it is easier to pass laws and implement them.

Prevent authoritarianism:since the executive branch is accountable to the legislature and
can vote against it with motions of no confidence, there is no authoritarianism. Also, unlike a
presidential system, power will not be concentrated in one hand.

Participatory and inclusive decision-making.

Responsible government ministers are accountable to Parliament for their actions.
Tools: time for questions, debates, motions for adjournment, motions of no confidence.

Be prepared to replace the government if you lose majority support. “The leader of the
opposition party is the deputy prime minister” Jennings.

Representation of different groups:In this system, the parliament provides representation
for different groups in the country. This is especially important for countries like India.

Flexibility: The system is flexible because the PM can be easily changed as needed. During
World War I, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain was replaced by Winston Churchill.
This is different from the presidential system, which can only be replaced after the entire
term or in the event of impeachment.

Demerits of Parliamentary form of Government

Unstable Government: The parliamentary system does not provide a stable government.
The government depends on the mercy of the majority legislators for their continuity and
survival in office. Political defection or evils of the multiparty coalition can make the
government unstable.

No Continuity of Policies:The parliamentary system is not conducive for the formulation and
implementation of long-term policies. A change in the ruling party is usually followed by
changes in the policies of the government.

Dictatorship of the Cabinet:Whenever the ruling party enjoys an absolute majority in the
Parliament, the cabinet becomes autocratic and exercises nearly unlimited powers.

Against Separation of Powers:In the parliamentary system, the legislature and the executive
are together and inseparable. The cabinet acts as the leader of the legislature as well as the
executive. Hence, the whole system of government goes against the letter and spirit of the
theory of separation of powers.

Government by Amateurs:The parliamentary system is not conducive to administrative
efficiency as the ministers are not experts in their fields. The Prime Minister has a limited
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choice in the selection of ministers; his choice is restricted to the members of Parliament
alone and does not extend to external talent.

Conclusion

As the representative body that checks the government’s activities, Parliament plays a crucial role in
our democracy. It is critical for Parliament to function properly in order to fulfil its constitutional
purpose.

Value addition
Reasons for India to adopt parliamentary system of Government:

e By the time of constitution framing, India already had some experience of the parliamentary
system under the Government of India Act 1919 and 1935. So Indian people were familiar
with it.

e This experience also showed that the executives can be effectively controlled by the
representatives of the people.

e The makers of the constitution wanted to make the government responsible to people’s
demands and should be accountable to them.

e The makers were reluctant to go for the presidential system as it gives excessive powers to
the president who works independently with the legislature.

e The presidential system is also prone to the personality cult of the president.

e The makers of the constitution wanted to have a strong executive branch but with strong
safeguards to avert the risk of a personality cult.

e Inthe parliamentary system, there are several mechanisms to make the executive more
answerable to and controlled by the people’s representatives.

e So, the constitution adopted a parliamentary system for India.

Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act.

The insufficient enforcement of the anti-defection law, particularly with the
involvement of the speaker in deciding on disqualification proceedings, poses significant

challenges to its effectiveness and fairness. Examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu, Insights on India

Why the question:

The Speaker of the Maharashtra Assembly, Rahul Narwekar, is currently juggling his responsibilities
of presiding over the Assembly’s winter session alongside hearing the disqualification petitions
against the rival factions of the Shiv Sena.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the shortcomings of the anti-defection law and measures needed to fix them.
Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.
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Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Write about objectives of anti-defection.

Body:

First, write about various features of anti-defection pertaining to disqualification.
Next, write as to why the anti-defection has been ineffective in preventing defection and horse
trading. Substantiate with examples.

Next, suggest measures needed to rectify this.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

Defection is “desertion by one member of the party of his loyalty towards his political party” or
basically it means “When an elected representative joins another party without resigning his present
party for benefits”. The institutional malaise is defection and party-hopping is state- neutral, party-
neutral, and politics-neutral.

The Speaker of the Maharashtra Assembly, Rahul Narwekar, is currently juggling his responsibilities
of presiding over the Assembly’s winter session alongside hearing the disqualification petitions
against the rival factions of the Shiv Sena.

Body
Background

e Foravery long time, the Indian political system was impacted by political defections by
members of the legislature. This situation brought about greater instability and chaos in the
political system.

e Thus, in 1985, to curb the evil of political defections,the 52nd constitution amendment act
on Anti-defection law was passed and the 10th Schedule was added in the Indian
Constitution.

e The main intent of the law was to combat “the evil of political defections” which may be due
to reward of office or other similar considerations.

e The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies. However, there are several issues
in relation to the working of this law.

e 91st Constitution Amendment Act-2003was enacted and was aimed at limiting the size of
the Council of Ministers to debar defectors from holding public offices, and to strengthen
the anti-defection law.

Flaws of the current Anti-defection law

e Does not prevent Defection: The Anti-defection law has failed to curb “horse trading” and
defection, leading to toppling of governments through machinations of corrupt legislators.

o Eg: The 17-MLA’s of coalition government resigned in Karnataka, leading to change
in government. The 17 MLA’s later contested from the party that formed new
government.

e Wholesale defection: The law prevents individual defections, but not wholesale defections.
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o Eg: Congress government in Madhya Pradesh lost majority due to resignations of
MLA’s.

e Against the true spirit of representative democracy:The anti-defection law seeks to provide
a stable government by ensuring the legislators do not switch sides.

o However, this law also enforces a restriction on legislators from voting in line with
their conscience, judgement and interests of his electorate.

e Impedes legislative control on government:The anti-defection law impedes the oversight
function of the legislature over the government, by ensuring that members vote based on
the decisions taken by the party leadership.

o Inshort, if legislators are not able to vote on laws independently, they would not act
as an effective check on the government.

o The Anti-Defection Law, in effect, dilutes the separation of powers between the
Executive and the Legislature — and centralises power in the hands of the executives.

¢ Role of presiding officer of the house:The law lays down that legislators may be disqualified
on grounds of defection by the Presiding Officer of a legislature based on a petition by any
other member of the House.

o However, there are many instances when presiding officers play a part with the
vested interests of a political party/government in power.

o Also, the law does not specify a time period for the Presiding Officer to decide on a
disqualification plea.

o The decision thus is sometimes based on the whims and fancies of the presiding
officer.

o Affects the debate and discussion:The Anti-Defection Law has created a democracy of
parties and numbers in India, rather than a democracy of debate and discussion.

o Inthis way, it does not make a differentiation between dissent and defection and
weaken the Parliamentary deliberations on any law.

Steps to be taken

e To be used for major decision making: Several experts have suggested that the law should
be valid only for those votes that determine the stability of the government. e.g. passage of
the annual budget or no-confidence motions as recommended by Dinesh Goswami
Committee.

¢ Non-partisan authority: Various commissions including National Commission to review the
working of the constitution (NCRWC) have recommended that rather than the Presiding
Officer, the decision to disqualify a member should be made by the President (in case of
MPs) or the Governor (in case of MLAs) on the advice of the Election Commission.

¢ Independent committee for disqualification: Justice Verma in Hollohan judgment said that
tenure of the Speaker is dependent on the continuous support of the majority in the House
and therefore, he does not satisfy the requirement of such independent adjudicatory
authority.
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o Also, his choice as the sole arbiter in the matter violates an essential attribute of the
basic feature.

o Thus, the need for an independent authority to deal with the cases of defection.

e Intra-party democracy: 170" Law Commission report underscored the importance of intra-
party democracy by arguing that a political party cannot be a dictatorship internally and
democratic in its functioning outside.

o Thus, the parties should listen to the opinions of the members and have discussions
on the same. This would give the freedom of speech and expression to its members
and promote inner-party democracy.

e Limiting Speaker’s discretion: Recent Supreme Court Judgement ruled that Speaker must
decide on disqualification within three months of receiving application. It cannot be the
discretion of the Speaker to take no action.

Conclusion

There is a need to prevent unholy defections that lead to instability in the governance system of the
nation. The current law is clearly flawed and has not effectively curbed defection due to lure of
power and money. There is a need for a more rationalised version of anti-defection laws which will
help establish a truly representative democracy.

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—
Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and
formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity.

The establishment of an All-India Judicial Service (AllS), with a strong emphasis on
merit-based selection, has the potential to foster diversity in the judiciary by providing

opportunities to talented individuals from diverse backgrounds. Examine. (250 words)
Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

Recently, President Droupadi Murmu suggested that an All-India Judicial Service (AlJS) will help
diversify the judiciary.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the feasibility of All India Judicial Service as a reform in recruitment and appointment
to the subordinate judicial services in India.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin the giving context of All India Judicial services in brief.

Body:

First, present brief history of the origin of the idea of AlJS.

w
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Next, write about advantages of the above — Merit-Based Selection, Equal Opportunity for Bright
Youngsters, Reducing Nepotism and Political Influence, and Enhancing Inclusivity etc.

Next, write about disadvantages of creating AllS — Resistance and Autonomy of judiciary, Potential
for Bias in Standardization, Implementation Challenges etc.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a balanced opinion.

Introduction

The vision document titled ‘Strategy for New India @ 75’, released by the NITI Aayog, amongst
other things, also proposed a spate of judicial reforms. The think-tank has come out batting for the
creation of an All India Judicial Service(AlJS), akin to the other central services like the IAS and the
IPS.

President Droupadi Murmu’s suggestion that the creation of an All-India Judicial Service (AlJS) will
help diversify the judiciary by allowing bright youngsters from varied backgrounds to become judges
through a merit-based process revives the debate on whether a national system of recruitment at
the district judge level is desirable.

Body:
Status of AlJS:

e The idea was first mooted by the Law Commission in the 1950s to have an AlJS. Under this
the district judges will be recruited centrally through an all-India examination. They will then
be allocated to each State along the lines of the AlS.

e The proposal for an All-India Judicial Service was first suggested in the Chief Justices’
Conference in 1961 as a way to remove any scope for judicial or executive intervention in
the appointments to the judiciary in the High Courts and the Supreme Court in India. The
idea had to be shelved after some states and High Courts opposed it.

e The Constitution was amended in 1976 (42" Amendment) to provide for an AlJS
under Article 312. Article 312 was amended to confer power on the Rajya Sabha to initiate
the process for setting up an AllS, by passing a resolution supported by two-thirds majority
in the upper house.

e The proposal was again floated by the ruling UPA government in 2012 but the draft bill was
shelved again after opposition from High Court Chief Justices who labelled this an
infringement of their rights.

e Currently, on similar lines subordinate and district judges are recruited by High Courts on
the basis of a common examination.

Other recommendations:

The 14th Report on Reform of Judicial Administration — alluded to the need for creating a separate
all-India service for judicial officers. This report favoured an AlJS to ensure that subordinate court
judges are paid salaries and given perks at parity with government bureaucrats, thereby incentivising
the option of the state judiciary as a viable career prospect.

Need for AlJS:
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The AlJS is an attempt to ensure that younger judges are promoted to the SC and HCs. In the
existing system, recruits join as magistrates in the subordinate judiciary and take at least 10
years to become district judges.

This is expected to ensure a transparent and efficient method of recruitment to attract the
best talent in India’s legal profession.

Currently India’s legal infrastructure is facing various issues, particularly the lower judiciary.
At present India has just 13 judicial posts per million people, though the Law Commission
had recommended 50 judges per million of the population, based on the ratio prevalent in
the US previously.

Judiciary is suffering from massive vacancies across the nation and the scarcity is worsened
in some states due to judicial absenteeism. Hence there is need of urgent mechanism to
appoint new judges.

As a consequence, the pendency is high with the number of cases about 2.8 crores.

Similarly, judiciary suffering from various infrastructures related issues, like newly appointed
judges does not have required court rooms; hence there is need of huge investment.

Issues with AlJS:

Solving Vacancy issues:

The AlJS is being proposed as a panacea to cure the chronic vacancy crisis plaguing the
Indian subordinate judiciary.

An all India service potentially offers is a more streamlined and regularised recruitment
process for the limited number of vacancies for district judges in the country.

Violates Basic Structure Doctrine:

Niti Aayog’s document rather ambitiously proposed an AlIS to cover entry level civil judges,
prosecutors and legal advisers to comprise the service (subordinate judges).

A sweeping mandate would require considerable amendments to the Constitution,
especially with respect to the appointments process for the lower subordinate judiciary (that
is, all ranks below that of a district judge).

Presently, the appointments to the subordinate judiciary are made under Articles 233 and
234 of the Constitution under State High Court Purview.

These amendments, establishing a centralised appointments mechanism, may arguably be
constitutionally untenable and vulnerable to being struck down as flagrant violations of the
basic structure doctrine and judicial federalism.

Oversimplification:

The idea of an AlJS has been significantly contentious within the legal fraternity and other
concerned stakeholders.

The proposal for AlJS was floated by the ruling UPA government in 2012 but the draft bill
was shelved again after opposition from High Court Chief Justices who labelled this an
infringement of their rights.
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e Taking into account local laws, practices and customs which vary widely across States and
even training judges in this line would be a problem.

e The need to ensure reservation for locally domiciled citizens, the central selection
mechanisms will throw up grave concerns impugning their utility and legality as judicial
reforms.

Way Forward:

e Itis through an all India judicial services examination conducted by the UPSC in order to
maintain “high standards” in the judiciary.

e In addition to proposing an AlJS as a solution for judicial vacancies, it may be more prudent
to investigate the reasons and causes for the large number of vacancies in the poorly
performing States.

e AlJSis facing hurdles from the administrative block and also from High Courts, even though
Supreme Court has asked for AlJS twice.

e Therefore, AlJS should be designed in a manner to remove its shortcomings and it can be an
effective solution to the vacancy in Judiciary.

e Adequate judges can be made available only if they are recruited in large strength through
AlJS just like we see in case of IAS, IPS, IFS and other civil services. Hence there should be no
more delay.

e Moreover, after the selection, a Judicial service officer can be provided sufficient training to
handle the job. A meritocratic judiciary is the need of the hour which is possible with a
competitive recruitment process.

The Supreme Court judgment upholding the abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A has
paved the way for development opportunities and good governance in Jammu and

Kashmir. Discuss. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: Indian Express , Indian Express

Why the question:

The Supreme Court in a 5-0 unanimous ruling upheld the Centre’s abrogation of Article 370 of the
Constitution

Key Demand of the question:

To write about impact of SC upholding abrogation of Article 370 of the Constitution and it paving
way for development in the region.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context.

Body:

First, write about the Article 370 and 35A — its major provisions and issues with it.

Next, write about how their abrogation can open new avenues for development, growth and good
governance. Cite examples to substantiate.

Next, write about major concerns associated with the above.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

w

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbhCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 15



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/12/12/the-supreme-court-judgment-upholding-the-abrogation-of-articles-370-and-35a-has-paved-the-way-for-development-opportunities-and-good-governance-in-jammu-and-kashmir-discuss/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/12/12/the-supreme-court-judgment-upholding-the-abrogation-of-articles-370-and-35a-has-paved-the-way-for-development-opportunities-and-good-governance-in-jammu-and-kashmir-discuss/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/12/12/the-supreme-court-judgment-upholding-the-abrogation-of-articles-370-and-35a-has-paved-the-way-for-development-opportunities-and-good-governance-in-jammu-and-kashmir-discuss/
https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions/2023/dec/12/a-commitment-to-good-governance-2640792.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/key-aspects-of-article-370-verdict-unpacked-9064079/

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS

On 11" December 2023, the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India delivered a historic judgment on the
abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A. Through its judgment, the Court has upheld the sovereignty
and integrity of India, something that every Indian cherishes. The Supreme Court observed that the
decision taken on 5™ August 2019 to abrogate Article 370 which ended the special status of the
erstwhile state of J&K, was done to enhance constitutional integration and not disintegration. The
Court has also recognised the fact that Article 370 was not permanent in nature.

Body
Supreme court judgement on Article 370

e Art 370 was a Temporary Provision:The court held that Article 370 was a temporary
provision and that the State of J&K had no internal sovereignty.

o The court held that Article 370 was meant to be a ‘temporary provision’ for two
primary reasons.

o It served a transitional purposewhich was to make an interim arrangement to
establish a Constituent Assembly of J&K which would draft the State Constitution.

o It was meant to ease the integration of J&K into the Union of Indiain the light of
the prevailing war-like situation in the State back in 1947.

e Governor can Assume“all or any” Roles of the State Legislature: The court upheld the
proclamations by referring to the landmark 1994 ruling in ‘SR Bommai v Union of India,
1994’ which dealt with the powers and limitations of the Governor under President’s rule.

o TheCJl said that the governor (President in J&K’s case) can assume “all or any”
roles of the state legislature and such action must be tested judicially only in
extraordinary cases.

e Concurrence of the State Government isn’t Required:The court ruled that the President in
the exercise of powers under Article 370 (3) of the Constitution can unilaterally notify that
Article 370 ceases to exist.

o It further said that there was no requirement for the President to secure the
concurrence of the State governmentin this regard as mandated by the provisos to
Article 370(1)(d).

e Upheld the 2019 Law: The court upheld the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019
to the extent it carved out the Union Territory of Ladakhout of the State of J&K.

o The court also observed that theviews of the State legislature regarding the
proposed reorganisation are recommendatory in nature and not binding on the
Parliament.

e Parliament is Not a mere Law Making Body During President’s Rule:The Chief Justice held
that the power of the Parliament in a State under the President’s rule was not restricted to
mere lawmaking. It also extended to executive action.

o The Court also held that when a Proclamation under Article 356 is in force, there
are innumerable decisions which are taken by the Union Government on behalf of
the State Government for the purpose of day-to-day administration.
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o Every decision and action taken by the Union Executive on behalf of the State is not
subject to challenge.

= Opening up challenge to every decision would lead to chaos and
uncertainty.

o Conduct Elections & Restore Statehood:The court stated that J&K’s statehood
should be restored as soon as possible, it ordered that elections to the legislative
assembly of J&K should be held by 30th September 2024.

o Establishment of ‘Truth and Reconciliation Commission’:Justice Kaul in his
concurring opinion mooted the constitution of a Truth-and-Reconciliation
Commission along the lines of the one set up in South Africa after apartheid to
address human rights violations both by state and non-state actors in Jammu and
Kashmir since the 1980s.

Avenues for development and good governance

e Decline in violence: There has been a significant decline in violencein Jammu and Kashmir
since the abrogation of Article 370.

o According to official data, the number of terrorist incidents has decreasedby over
50% and security forces have killed over 300 militants in the last four years.

o This can be attributed to a combination of factors, including increased security
measures, better intelligence gathering, and a decline in public support for
militancy.

o Improved Economic Development:The government has implemented several
initiatives to boost economic development in Jammu and Kashmir, such as the Prime
Minister’s Development Package (PMDP) and the Industrial Development Scheme
(1DS).

» These initiatives have led to increased investment, job creation, and
economic growth in the region.

= The UT witnessed tax revenue growth of 31%.During 2022-23, the GSDP of
J&K grew at 8% at constant prices, as against 7% at the national level.

o Enhanced Infrastructure: The government has also invested heavily in infrastructure
development in Jammu and Kashmir. This includes projects such as the construction
of new roads, bridges, tunnels, and power lines.

= These improvements have made it easier for people to travel and do
business within the region.

o Increased Tourism:The number of tourists visiting Jammu and Kashmir has
increased significantly since the abrogation of Article 370. This is due to a
combination of factors, including improved security, better marketing, and the
launch of new tourism initiatives.

» According to a report, the region of Jammu and Kashmir hasseen 1.62 crore
tourists in 2022, the highest in India’s 75 years of independence.
|
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Conclusion

The recent judgment by the Supreme Court has not only upheld the principles of ‘Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat’, but it has also served as a powerful reminder of the importance of unity and a
collective dedication to good governance. This decision showcases the court’s commitment to
strengthening the fabric of our nation and reinforcing the values that define us as a society.

Value Addition
Article 370

e Article 370 in the Indian constitution gave special status to Jammu and Kashmir, a region
disputed by India, Pakistan and China.

e |t was drafted by N Gopalaswami Ayyangar, a member of the Constituent Assembly of India,
and was added to the constitution as a ‘temporary provision’ in 1949.

e |t allowed the state to have its own constitution, flag and autonomy over most matters
except defence, foreign affairs and communications.

e |t was based on the terms of the Instrument of Accession, which was signed by the ruler of
Jammu and Kashmir, Hari Singh, in 1947 to join India after an invasion by Pakistan.

Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges
pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local
levels and challenges therein.

The Finance Commission in India plays a crucial role in the system of fiscal federalism by
ensuring an equitable distribution of financial resources between the central

government and the state governments. Examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Live Mint, Insights on India

Why the question:

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has approved the Terms of
Reference for the Sixteenth Finance Commission.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the role of Finance Commission in fiscal federalism in the country.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin the giving the context of article 280.

Body:

In the first part, write about the role of the Finance Commission — financial needs and capacities of
the central and state governments, promoting economic development, and ensuring that resources
are distributed equitably for the benefit of the entire nation.

In the next part, mention the major limitations of the commission.

Conclusion:
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Conclude with a way forward to overcome the limitations.
Introduction

The Finance Commission is constituted by the President under article 280 of the Constitution,
mainly to give its recommendations on distribution of tax revenues between the Union and the
States and amongst the States themselves. Two distinctive features of the Commission’s work
involve redressing the vertical imbalances between the taxation powers and expenditure
responsibilities of the centre and the States respectively and equalization of all public services
across the States.

Body:
Composition of Finance Commission:

The Finance Commission is appointed by the President under Article 280 of the Constitution. As per
the provisions contained in the Finance Commission [Miscellaneous Provisions] Act, 1951 and The
Finance Commission (Salaries & Allowances) Rules, 1951, the Chairman of the Commission is
selected from among persons who have had experience in public affairs, and the four other
members are selected from among persons who:

e are, or have been, or are qualified to be appointed as Judges of a High Court; or
¢ have special knowledge of the finances and accounts of Government; or
e have had wide experience in financial matters and in administration; or
e have special knowledge of economics.
Functions of the finance commission:
e ltis the duty of the Commission to make recommendations to the President as to:

e the distribution between the Union and the States of the net proceeds of taxes which are to
be, or may be, divided between them and the allocation between the States of the
respective shares of such proceeds;

e the principles which should govern the grants-in-aid of the revenues of the States out of the
Consolidated Fund of India;

e the measures needed to augment the Consolidated Fund of a State to supplement the
resources of the Panchayats and Municipalities in the State on the basis of the
recommendations made by the Finance Commission of the State;

e any other matter referred to the Commission by the President in the interests of sound
finance.

¢ The Commission determines its procedure and have such powers in the performance of their
functions as Parliament may by law confer on them.

Role of Finance Commission as a Neutral arbitrator
e To balance the horizontal and vertical fiscal imbalances

e Balance the fiscal issues due to differing historical backgrounds or resource endowments
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Distribution of net proceeds of taxes between Centre and the States
Determine factors governing Grants-in-Aid to the states and the magnitude of the same.
Ensuring greater financial autonomy to states by increasing the share of revenue- 14" FC

Measures needed to augment the Fund of a State to supplement the resources of the
panchayats and municipalities in the state on the basis of the recommendations made by
the finance commission of the state.

Any other matter related to it by the president in the interest of sound finance.

Threats to the neutrality

Dominance of the centre in the financial sphere
GST and associated irregularities and delayed compensation

Increasing cess and surcharges from 9% in 2014-15 to 15.3% in 2019-20- States have no
share in the same.

Shrinking of divisible pool of taxes

Inefficient devolution of the 42% fiscal share to the states as per the 14" finance commission

recommendation.
15™ FC Recommendations
o Use of 2011 census for devolution- southern states find the move, a disincentive

o The viability of creating a separate defence and national security fund as suggested
by the Centre; this would result in lower share of funds to the states. — 15" Finance
commission recommendation.

Way forward

Any attempt to shift the uneasy balance in favour of the Centre will strengthen the
argument that this government’s talk of cooperative federalism serves as a useful mask to
hide its centralising tendencies.

As a neutral arbiter of Centre-state relations, the Finance Commission should seek to
maintain the delicate balance in deciding on contesting claims.

This may well require giveaways especially if states are to be incentivised to push
through legislation on items on the state and concurrent list.

The fiscal stress at various levels of the government necessitates a realistic assessment of
the country’s macro-economic situation, the preparation of a medium-term roadmap, as
well as careful calibration of the framework that governs Centre-state relations.

At this critical juncture, the Finance Commission should present the broad contours of the
roadmap.

Though it could request for another year’s extension to present its full five-year report citing

the prevailing uncertainty.

w
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e Arelook at the Centre’s expenditure priorities would create greater fiscal space

e The Centre can reduce States’ fears by tabling the report of FC without delay, and address
any apprehensions it may give rise to.

Conclusion:

The Indian federal system allows for the division of power and responsibilities between the centre
and states. Correspondingly, the taxation powers are also broadly divided between the centre and
states. State legislatures may devolve some of their taxation powers to local bodies.

Parliament and State legislatures—structure, functioning, conduct of business,
powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.

Nurturing and encouraging debates in parliamentary proceedings is essential for

effective governance and ensuring a healthy democracy. Discuss. (250 words)
Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu, Insights on India

Why the question:

The 18-day winter session of Parliament that was adjourned sine die on December 21 marked a new
low in India’s parliamentary democracy as the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party refused to engage with
the Opposition, evaded executive accountability and passed a battery of Bills with far-reaching
consequences for the country while a majority of the Opposition members remained suspended.
Key Demand of the question:

To write about importance of debates in the parliament for our democracy.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Introduction:

Begin by writing about the importance of parliamentary debates and discussion to our democracy.
Body:

Further elaborate how these debates and deliberations are enriching for our democracy. Cite
examples to substantiate your points.

Next, give instances of reduced discussions on debates in key national issues in the parliament.
Next, evaluate the legislative process with respect of debates and discussions. Mention hasty
passage of bills, frequent litigations, lack of expertise, bypassing Rajya Sabha, lack of referral to
parliamentary committees etc.

Mention the measures that are needed to remedy this situation.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

In any democracy, the main function of the Parliament is to make laws. Parliamentary debates are
regarded as most important since the pros and cons of all the bills are highlighted before it gets
converted to law. Indian Parliament was once known for its high-quality debates.

The 18-day winter session of Parliament that was adjourned sine die on December 21 marked a new
low in India’s parliamentary democracy as the ruling Party refused to engage with the Opposition,
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evaded executive accountability and passed a battery of Bills with far-reaching consequences for the
country while a majority of the Opposition members remained suspended.

In the past, the previous Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana had lamented the “sorry state of affairs”
of law-making and Parliamentary debate in the country, saying there was “a lot of ambiguity in
laws” which was triggering litigation and causing inconvenience to citizens, courts and other
stakeholders.

Body
Debates, discussions and deliberations: Cornerstone of parliamentary democracy
e Parliament is the crucible of criticism, deliberation and even consensus-making.

e Democratic accountability demands that the executive decisions be subjected to
legislative scrutiny.

e Debate in the House is important to ensure that every legislation is scrutinized extremely
wellon the floor of the House.

e Debates in Parliament ensures that the views of persons who are adversely affected by a law
are heard and actively engaged with.

e Rushed law-making, rendering Parliament a rubber stamp, sacrifices two core ideals of a
constitutional democracy, namely, equal participation and respect for fundamental rights.

e The debates and discussions are also important because when the courts have to interpret a
law, one of the things that they consider is the debate in the House.

e Debates provide a forum for MPs to express their opinions and concerns, and contribute
towards making policy.

e It allows parliamentarians to voice the interest and issues of the people of their
constituencies.

Deteriorating parliamentary productivity in recent times

e Disruption has become the norm, with the Opposition seeking to use thedebates as a ploy
to gain publicity. This is a sad state of affairs as the ruling party with absolute majority is
passing the bills without any adequate deliberations or discussions.

e The basic problem starts with the government’s refusal to acknowledge the legitimacy of the
Opposition and give space to it to express its position on any issue.

o With the Opposition not falling in line, the government has used its majority to push through
important Bills without discussion.

e The extent to which parliamentary proceedings have degenerated can be seen from the
astonishing speed in passing Bills.

e The Lok Sabha, on an average, took less than 10 minutes to pass a law, and the Rajya Sabha
passed laws in less than half an hour. There were 13 Bills in this LS session in which no
Member of Parliament spoke, other than the minister in charge of the Bill.
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e the PRS Legislative Research data has shown a significant decrease in the involvement of
standing committees in legislative matters. So far, only 17 of the 82 Bills since the NDA
government was re-elected in 2019 have been referred to standing committees for review.

e Passing Bills without debate in the House or scrutiny by a committee reduces Parliament to a
clearance window for legislations. This effectively means Parliament was neither fulfilling its
function of deliberative lawmaking nor of holding the executive accountable.

e Ordinary Bills are not so much discussed, either because their texts are handed over to the
MPs at the last minute or because there is little time for debates.

e Inorder to circumvent Parliamentary debates, the government has often followed the
ordinance route.

e The number of Bills that have been referred to parliamentary committees — the deliberative
core of parliamentary work — has shrunk dramatically.

Measures needed

e Code of Conduct:To curb disorder in Parliament there is a need for strict enforcement of
code of conduct for MPs and MLAs.

o These ideas are not new. For example, the Lok Sabha has had a simple code of
conduct for its MPs since 1952. Newer forms of protest led to the updating of these
rules in 1989.

o The Lok Sabha Speaker should suspend MPs not following such codes and
obstructing the Houses’ business.

e Increasing Number of Working Days:Recommended by the 2001 conference, there should
be an increase in the working days of Parliament. It resolved that Parliament should meet
for 110 days every year and state legislative assemblies for 90 days.

o Inthe United Kingdom, where Parliament meets over 100 days a year, opposition
parties get 20 days on which they decide the agenda for discussion in Parliament.
Canada also has a similar concept of opposition days.

e Democratic Participation:Not all disruptions in the Parliament are necessarily counter-
productive. Thus, the government of the day needs to be more democratic and allow the
opposition to put their ideas in free manner.

e Proposals in Individual Capacity:

o In 2019, Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairperson mooted an idea of evolving a ‘Parliament
Disruption Index’to monitor disruptions in Parliament and state legislature.

o Inthe Lok Sabha, some members proposed automatic suspension of members who
cause disruptionand rush to the Well of the House.

o But the proposals are still in a nascent stage.

e Productivity Meter:The overall productivity of the session also can be studied and
disseminated to the public on a weekly basis.
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o For this, a “Productivity Meter” could be created which would take into
consideration the number of hours that were wasted on disruptions and
adjournments, and monitor the productivity of the day-to-day working of both
Houses of Parliament.

Way forward

e The Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy (PLCP) was instituted in 2014 requiring that every
Ministry and Department “proactively” publish every proposed draft legislation or
subordinate legislation, its justification, essential elements, financial implications and an
estimated impact assessment on rights, lives, livelihoods, environment, etc.

e The policy also provides that all such information should be put in the public domain for a
minimum period of 30 days and the feedback received should also be published on the
website of the concerned ministry or department.

e The policy also provides that the summary of this pre-legislative process should be made
available to any Parliamentary standing committeeto which the subsequent Bill may be
referred.

e Thus, the policy envisaged a consultation while the Bill is being drafted and a study and
consultation by a Parliamentary committee after it is introduced in Parliament.

Conclusion

The founding fathers of Indian Constitution adopted Parliamentary system of government by
considering the fact that it will be more suitable to India’s pluralism and heterogeneity character.
But at present healthy debate and discussions, the hall mark of Parliamentary democracy, was
overshadowed by disruption, confrontation, forced adjournment of the houses and adopting other
non-democratic alternatives.

The House leaders — the Speaker and the Rajya Sabha chairman, who preside over
parliamentary proceedings and represent the institution, are crucial for maintaining the
integrity of the legislative process and must act in a non-partisan manner. Discuss. (250

words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India

Why the question:

The Lok Sabha speaker and Rajya Sabha chairman need to conduct proceedings in a non-partisan
way.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the importance of having non-partisan house leaders and suggest steps to ensure
their neutrality.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:
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Mention the role of the House leaders — the Speaker and the Rajya Sabha chairman as envisaged by
the constitution — their roles and responsibility.

Body:

Write about how over the recent year’s house leaders have acted in political manner with respect to
discharge of their constitutional duties. Cite examples from the parliament.

Suggest reforms to ensure the house leaders remains independent, impartial and performs his duty
according to ideals guided by the constitution and not any political affiliations.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

Introduction

The role of House leaders, including the Speaker of the Lok Sabha (House of the People) and the
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha (Council of States) in the Indian parliamentary system, is indeed crucial
for maintaining the integrity of the legislative process. These leaders play a pivotal role in upholding
the democratic principles and ensuring the smooth functioning of the legislature.

Recently, 146 Members of Parliament (MPs) have been suspended during the winter session of
Parliament 2023. MPs in both Houses faced suspension due to their disruption of Parliamentary
proceedings in protest of the recent breach of security in Parliament.

Body
Role of Speaker and Rajya Sabha chairman

e Neutrality and Impartiality: The Speaker and the Rajya Sabha Chairman are expected to
preside over parliamentary sessions with neutrality and impartiality. They must ensure that
all members, regardless of their political affiliations, have an equal opportunity to express
their views.

e Guardians of Rules: House leaders are the guardians of parliamentary rules and procedures.
They have the responsibility to interpret and enforce these rules to maintain order and
discipline during debates and discussions.

e Balancing Perspectives: Leaders must ensure that debates are conducted fairly, allowing
different perspectives to be heard. They should prevent any undue influence that may
compromise the democratic essence of the legislative process.

e Symbolic Role: The Speaker and the Rajya Sabha Chairman symbolically represent the
institution of Parliament. Their conduct and decisions reflect on the credibility and dignity of
the legislative body as a whole.

e Enforcing Discipline: House leaders possess the authority to maintain order within the
house. This includes taking disciplinary actions when necessary to ensure that the
proceedings are conducted in a dignified and respectful manner.

o Eg: 14 MPs were suspended earlier on December 14, 2023 for remainder of the
Winter Session for “gross misconduct”.
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o Rule 373: Rules The Speaker can direct a member to withdraw immediately from the
House if he finds the member’s conduct disorderly.

e Non-Partisanship: To maintain the integrity of the legislative process, House leaders should
act in a non-partisan manner. Their decisions should be guided by the principles of justice,
fairness, and the overall public interest rather than being influenced by political affiliations.

e Facilitating Dialogue: House leaders play a role in facilitating dialogue and negotiations
between different political parties. This is essential for building consensus on important
issues and ensuring that legislation reflects a broad understanding of the public good.

e Accessibility: Leaders should be accessible to members from all parties, addressing their
concerns and ensuring that parliamentary proceedings are inclusive and representative of
diverse opinions.

Conclusion and way forward

e Ensuring that the government responds to the concerns and demands of the opposition in
a timely and respectful manner,and avoids using suspension as a tool to suppress dissent or
criticism.

e Strengthening the role and authority of the presiding officers to maintain order and
discipline in the House, and imposing stricter penalties for MPs who violate the rules and
norms of parliamentary conduct.

e Encouraging dialogue and consensus-building among different parties and groupson key
issues and avoiding confrontation and disruption as a means of protest or pressure.

e Enhancing the awareness and accountability of MPstowards their constitutional duties and
responsibilities and respecting the sanctity and dignity of the House.

Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies.

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in India has faced various challenges that have

hindered its performance and autonomy over the years. Analyse. (250 words)
Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper —2.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the limitations in the working of CBI and role of judiciary in monitoring its
performance.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin your answer by giving brief about CBI as the premier investigating agency.

Body:

First, discuss the issues affecting the performance of CBI — political pressure, staff shortage, case
burden, delays in investigation, consent withdrawal by some states and corruption etc.
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Discuss the role judiciary has played in reforming CBI and maintaining its autonomy. Suggest reforms
that are needed.

Conclusion:

Comment with a balanced way forward.

Introduction

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is the premier investigating agency of India. Operating
under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, the CBl is
headed by the Director.

Body
CBI: A caged parrot?

e Politicisation of the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBl)has been a work in progress for
years.

e It has often been used by the government of the day to cover up wrongdoing, keep coalition
allies in line and political opponents at bay.

e  Corruption and politically biased: This was highlighted in Supreme Court criticism for being
a caged parrot speaking in its master’s voice.

e (Bl has been accused of becoming ‘handmaiden’ to the party in power, as a result high
profile cases are not treated seriously.

e Since CBl is run by central police officials on deputation hence chances of getting influenced
by government was visible in the hope of better future postings.

Issues that have hindered the working of CBI

e The agency is dependent on the home ministry for staffing, since many of its investigators
come from the Indian Police Service.

e The agency depends on the law ministry for lawyers and also lacks functional autonomy to
some extent.

e The CBI, run by IPS officers on deputation, is also susceptible to the government’s ability to
manipulate the senior officers, because they are dependent on the Central government for
future postings.

e Another great constraint on the CBI is its dependence on State governments for invoking its
authority to investigate cases in a State, even when such investigation targets a Central
government employee.

e Since police is a State subject under the Constitution, and the CBI acts as per the procedure
prescribed by the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC), which makes it a police agency, the CBI
needs the consent of the State government in question before it can make its presence in
that State. This is a cumbersome procedure and has led to some ridiculous situations.

e It has been accused of enormous delays in concluding investigations — For example, the
inertia in its probe against the high dignitaries in Jain hawala diaries case of the 1990s.

e Improving the image of the agency is one of the biggest challenges till now as the agency has
been criticised for its mismanagement of several cases involving prominent politicians and
mishandling of several sensitive cases like Bofors scandal; Hawala scandal, Sant Singh
Chatwal case, Bhopal gas tragedy, 2008 Noida double murder case of Aarushi Talwar.

e (Bl is exempted from the provisions of the Right to Information Act, thus, lacking public
accountability.
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e A major cause of the shortfall is the government’s sheer mismanagement of CBI’s
workforce, through a system of inefficient, and inexplicably biased, recruitment policies —
used to bring in favoured officers, possibly to the detriment of the organisation.

e The powers and jurisdiction of members of the CBI for investigation are subject to the
consent of the State Govt., thus limiting the extent of investigation by CBI.

e Prior approval of Central Government to conduct inquiry or investigation on the
employees of the Central Government, of the level of Joint Secretary and above is a big
obstacle in combating corruption at higher levels of bureaucracy.

Reforms needed

e Ensure that CBIl operates under a formal, modern legal framework that has been written
for a contemporary investigative agency.

e The Second Administrative Reforms Commission (2007) suggested that a new law should
be enacted to govern the working of the CBI.

e Parliamentary standing committee (2007) recommended that a separate act should be
promulgated in tune with requirement with time to ensure credibility and impartiality.

e The 19th and 24th reports of the parliamentary standing committees (2007 and 2008)
recommended that the need of the hour is to strengthen the CBI in terms of legal mandate,
infrastructure and resources.

e |tis high time that the CBI is vested with the required legal mandate and is given pan-India
jurisdiction. It must have inherent powers to investigate corruption cases against officers of
All India Services irrespective of the assignments they are holding or the state they are
serving in.

e Besides appointing the head of the CBI through a collegium, as recommended by the Lokpal
Act, the government must ensure financial autonomy for the outfit.

e Itis also possible to consider granting the CBI and other federal investigation agencies the
kind of autonomy that the Comptroller and Auditor General enjoys as he is only
accountable to Parliament.

e A new CBI Act should be promulgated that ensures the autonomy of CBI while at the same
time improving the quality of supervision. The new Act must specify criminal culpability for
government interference.

e One of the demands that has been before Supreme Court, and in line with international best
practices, is for the CBI to develop its own dedicated cadre of officers who are not bothered
about deputation and abrupt transfers.

e A more efficient parliamentary oversight over the federal criminal and intelligence agencies
could be a way forward to ensure better accountability, despite concerns regarding political
misuse of the oversight.

Conclusion

Delink the CBI from the administrative control of the government — As long as the government of the
day has the power to transfer and post officials of its choice in the CBI, the investigating agency will
not enjoy autonomy and will be unable to investigate cases freely. Providing statutory status
through legislation equivalent to that provided to the Comptroller & Auditor General and the
Election Commission will help maintain the independence of the institution.
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Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and
responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.

Any legislative changes related to the Election Commission should be carefully
examined to ensure that they uphold and strengthen the independence and authority
of the commission. This is especially relevant in light of the recently passed ‘The Chief
Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of

Service and Term of Office) Bill, 2023.” (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express, Insights on India

Why the question:

Parliament passed the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Bill in the recently concluded winter session.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the process of appointment of Election commissioners and the changes after passing
of ‘The Chief Election Commissioner and other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of
Service and Term of Office) Bill, 2023.

Directive word:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a
balanced judgment on the topic.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by writing about Article 324 to 329.

Body:

First, write about the mechanism of appointment of election commissioners in India.

Next, write about the various issues in the Chief Election Commissioner and other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Bill, 2023 — No CJI in the
selection panel, autonomy of the commission, influence of executive branch of government etc.
Next, write about the measures to ensure autonomy and independence of election commission.
Conclusion:

Conclude with a balanced opinion.

Introduction

There are just five Articles (324-329) in Part XV (Elections) of the Constitution. The Constitution
does not lay down a specific legislative process for the appointment of the CEC and ECs.

Article 324 of the Constitution vests the “superintendence, direction and control of elections” in an
Election Commission consisting “of the Chief Election Commissioner and such number of other
Election Commissioners, if any, as the President may from time to time fix".

The Rajya Sabha recently approved the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Bill, 2023, which outlines
the procedures for appointing the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and Election Commissioners
(EC).
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In Anoop Baranwal vs Union of India, the Supreme Court ruled that the appointment of the CEC and
EC by the President will be based on the advice of a 3-member high-level committee (Prime
Minister, Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, and Chief Justice of India)

Body

Key provisions of the Bill

The Bill replaces the Election Commission (Conditions of Service of Election Commissioners
and Transaction of Business) Act, 1991.
It addresses the appointment, salary, and removal of the CEC and ECs.
Appointment Process: The CEC and ECs will be appointed by the President upon the
recommendation of a Selection Committee.
o The Selection Committee will consist of the Prime Minister, a Union Cabinet
Minister, and the Leader of Opposition/leader of the largest opposition party in Lok
Sabha.
o Recommendations of the Selection Committee will be valid even when there is a
vacancy in this Committee.
o A Search Committee headed by the Cabinet Secretary will propose a panel of names
to the Selection Committee.
o Eligibility for the posts includes holding (or having held) a post equivalent to the
Secretary to the central government.
Changes in Salary and Conditions: The salary and conditions of service of the CEC and ECs
will be equivalent to that of the Cabinet Secretary.
= Under the 1991 Act, it was equivalent to the salary of a Supreme Court
Judge.
Removal Process: The Bill retains the constitutional provision (Article 324(5)) that allows the
CEC to be removed like a Supreme Court Judge, while ECs can only be removed on the
recommendation of the CEC.
Protection for CEC And ECs: Bill safeguards CEC and ECs from legal proceedings related to
actions taken during their tenure, provided such actions were carried out in the discharge of
official duties.
o The amendment aimed to shield these officials from civil or criminal proceedings
related to their official functions.

Concerns with the Bill

Transparency and Independence: Allowing the Selection Committee's recommendations to
be valid even with a vacancy could result in a monopoly of ruling party members during
certain circumstances, undermining the diversity and independence of the committee.
Shift from Judicial Benchmark to Executive Control: Equating the salary of the CEC and ECs
with that of the Cabinet Secretary, whose salary is determined by the executive, raises
concerns about potential government influence.

o Unlike the salary of a Supreme Court Judge, which is fixed by an Act of Parliament,

this shift may compromise the financial independence of the EC.
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e Limiting Eligibility to Civil Servants: Restricting eligibility to individuals who have held a
position equivalent to the Secretary to the government may exclude potentially qualified
candidates, limiting the diversity of backgrounds and expertise in the ECI.

e Concerns About Lack of Parity: The Bill retains the constitutional provision that allows the
CEC to be removed like a Supreme Court Judge, while ECs can only be removed on the
recommendation of the CEC.

o This lack of parity in removal processes may raise questions about fairness.

Conclusion

The composition of the Selection Committee in the Bill raises questions on whether the process is
now independent or still rigged in favour of the Executive. With the PM and a Cabinet Minster
nominated by the PM in the three-member panel, the LoP is outvoted even before the process
begins.

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and
issues arising out of their design and implementation.

Promoting digital literacy is crucial for enhancing the quality of the labour force and
ensuring that it can keep pace with the developmental needs of the contemporary

times. Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

The quality of our labour force has to keep pace with our developmental needs. And, this can only
happen if our youth are well supported to achieve their aspirations and participate productively in
the economy.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the benefits of promoting digital literacy and steps needed to do so.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context of digital literacy in the country.

Body:

First, write about the advantages of promoting digital literacy.

Next, write about the roadblock to digital literacy in the country.

Next, write about the measures to promote digital literacy.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

Digital literacy means having the skills you need to live, learn, and work in a society where
communication and access to information is increasingly through digital technologies like internet
platforms, social media, and mobile devices.

Body

w
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Advantages of promoting digital literacy
e Technological Advancements and Changing Work Landscape:

o The rapid pace of technological advancements is reshaping the nature of work.
Many jobs now require a basic understanding of digital tools and technologies.

o Automation, artificial intelligence, and digitalization have become integral parts of
various industries. A digitally literate workforce is better equipped to adapt to these
changes and engage with new technologies.

Global Competitiveness:

o Nations with a digitally literate workforce are more likely to be competitive in the
global economy. Digital skills are increasingly becoming a key factor in economic
success, innovation, and overall productivity.

o Companies operating in the global market seek employees who can navigate digital
platforms, collaborate remotely, and contribute to the digital transformation of their
organizations.

Increased Efficiency and Productivity:

o Digital literacy enhances efficiency in the workplace. Employees who are proficient
in using digital tools can streamline processes, manage data effectively, and perform
tasks with greater speed and accuracy.

o Digital literacy enables the workforce to leverage technology for communication,
collaboration, project management, and problem-solving, leading to increased
overall productivity.

Access to Information and Continuous Learning:

o Digital literacy provides individuals with access to a vast pool of information and
educational resources. Online learning platforms, e-books, and digital libraries
empower individuals to engage in continuous learning, updating their skills in
response to evolving industry demands.

o Access to information through digital channels is particularly important for staying
informed about industry trends, market dynamics, and global developments.

Entrepreneurship and Innovation:

o Digital literacy fosters a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship. Individuals with
digital skills are more likely to start and manage businesses that leverage technology
for growth and sustainability.

o Innovation is often driven by the ability to leverage digital tools, analyze data, and
implement technological solutions to address challenges and create new
opportunities.

e Inclusivity and Social Equity:

o Promoting digital literacy helps bridge the digital divide and ensures that individuals
from diverse backgrounds have equal access to opportunities. This is crucial for
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promoting social equity and reducing disparities in educational and employment
outcomes.

e Preparation for Future Jobs:

o Many of the jobs of the future will require digital literacy as a foundational skill. By
equipping the workforce with digital skills, societies can better prepare individuals
for the jobs and industries that will be in demand in the coming years.

Challenges to digital literacy

e inadequate infrastructure, especially in rural areas, where access to the internet and
technology is limited.

e Socioeconomic disparities contribute, as marginalized communities may lack resources for
digital devices and education.

e QOutdated curriculum and insufficient training programs hinder formal education in digital
skills.

e Additionally, resistance to change and a lack of awareness about the benefits of digital
literacy pose challenges.

Way forward
e To promote digital literacy, a multi-faceted approach is essential.

¢ Implementing inclusive educational reforms with updated curricula that integrate digital
skills is crucial.

e Governments should invest in widespread infrastructure development, ensuring affordable
access to the internet and technology.

e Offering subsidized or free digital literacy training programs for all demographics, especially
in underserved communities, can bridge gaps.

e Public-private partnerships can facilitate the distribution of low-cost devices.

e Raising awareness through campaigns about the importance of digital skills and providing
incentives for businesses to prioritize digital literacy in hiring practices further encourages
adoption.

e These measures collectively foster a digitally literate population, fostering economic growth
and societal advancement.

The increase in education has not led to an increase in salaried jobs for women.
Examine the reasons for low Female Labour Force Participation Rate in the country.

(250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: Live Mint, Insights on India

Why the question:

The share of women in regular salaried jobs in urban India dropped from 54% in the first quarter
(April to June 2023) to 52.8% in the second quarter (July to September), according to quarterly
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) data.
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Key Demand of the question:

To write about the reasons for low Female Labour Force Participation Rate and measures needed to
improve it.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by citing statistic regards to Female Labour Force Participation Rate in the country.

Body:

First, write about the reasons for low Female Labour Force Participation Rate in the country —
educational enrolment of young women, lack of employment opportunities, effect of household
income on participation etc.

Next, write about the various measures that are needed for promoting women in labour force.
Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

While gender gaps in education and nutrition have been closing over time the disadvantaged
position of women is very visible in the labour market. Women Labour force participation is only
25% in India whereas the global average is 60%, to become world power, we cannot afford women
to be out of service.

The share of women in regular salaried jobs in urban India dropped from 54% in the first quarter
(April to June 2023) to 52.8% in the second quarter (July to September), according to quarterly
Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) data.

Body
Reasons for women staying out of labour market

There are non-economic, social and cultural factors over and above the economic factors. When
increase in family incomes are there, due to the cultural factors, women leave the work to take care
of the family.

o Deep rooted patriarchy: The cultural baggage about women working outside the home is so
strong that in most traditional Indian families, quitting work is a necessary precondition to
the wedding itself.

e Childcare responsibility solely on women: One big factor is maternity. Many women who
join the workforce are unable to re-join after having a child. This is because, childcare is
mainly seen as a woman’s job.

e Bias at workplace against women: The landmark legislation, which entitles a woman to 26
weeks of paid maternity leave is becoming a big hurdle.

o As per a study this increased cost for companies and this may discourage them from
hiring women.

o Mothers are also not given preference because they are seen to take less official
responsibilities due to family.
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e Safety: The safety in metropolitan, tier 1 and tier 2 cities is the major issue. Concerns about
safety and Harassment at work site, both explicit and implicit.

e Education: Higher Education levels of women also allow them to pursue leisure and other
non-work activities, all of which reduce female labour force participation.

o When income increases, men allow Indian women to withdraw from the labour
force, thereby avoiding the stigma of working (cultural factors).

¢ Insufficient availability of the type of jobs that women say they would like to do, such as
regular part-time jobs that provide steady income and allow women to reconcile household
duties with work.

e Unpaid work: Social norms about household work are against women’s mobility and
participation in paid work. Childbirth and taking care of elderly parents or in-laws account
for the subsequent points where women drop off the employment pipeline.

Measures that are required to overcome this trend

¢ Emancipation of women: Creating safe workplaces to bring more women to labor force
should take front seat. Better targeting of education and reducing digital divide in post
pandemic world should become a priority.

¢ Women Empowerment: Through education, women have better access and opportunities
in the workforce, leading to increased income and less isolation at home or exclusion from
financial decisions.

e Removing work place bias against working mothers: Pregnancy discrimination, hiring of
women based on skill and diversity hiring after career gap, should become a norm.

e Behavioral Nudge:For instance, by using taxes to incentivize fairly sharing child-care
responsibilities, or by encouraging women and girls to enter traditionally male-dominated
sectors such as the armed forces and information technology. , Supreme Court in India
declared that women could now hold commanding positions in Army.

o Paternity leaves for men, to share the responsibility of child rearing.
o Incentivizing companies to employ women, and reach 50% target.

e Strong laws and policies wrt equal pay for equal work, maternity benefits are needed to
promote women’s representation in economy.

e Maternity and paternity: . An amendment to the Act in 2017 increasedpaid maternity leave
from 12 to 26 weeks. Though well-meaning, this unfortunately fortifies notions of care-
giving being primarily the onus of the woman, and thus reinforces and raises the risk of
women being subject to the motherhood penalty.

o An explicit law for mandatory paternity benefitswill go a long way towards
equalizing gender roles and reducing employer bias

e Better work conditions:The provision and strengthening of childcare facilities for working
mothers are very important.
|
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o The Maternity Benefit Act mandates the setting up of creche facilities for
organizations with over 50 employees.

o A better policy measure would be to provide mothers in need of childcare with a
monthly allowance. This will also help mothers working from home.

Political Representation:India has provided 33% reservation for women in the Panchayats
and Local Bodies. Capacity Building and training can increase their capabilities further.

Conclusion and way forward

Existing patriarchal norms pose a significant constraint to the take-up of public or market
services.

Addressing the issue of childcare and flexible work could help initiate positive social norms
that encourage the redistribution of unpaid care and domestic work burden.

A huge spectrum of women'’s skilled but unpaid work contributes directly to the economy.
Yet, its devaluation by not being accounted for ‘work’ weakens women'’s status, leading to
their vulnerability.

Sharing the responsibilities of childcare can be difficult in a culture where parental leave is
given only to the mother.

This further reinforces the notion that unpaid care work is the sole responsibility of the
women.

The government has a crucial role to play in promoting gender equality by ensuring equality
of opportunity in public services.

However, these solutions will have a limited impact unless the behavioural change of each
and every individual is targeted.

Value addition

Statistics on women issues

High gender divide: The gender gap in the country has widened, with only 62.5% of it
closedand especially low gender parity in political empowerment and economic
participation and opportunity.

Wage gap:Women are paid considerably less than men, with some research showing that
the gender pay gap between women and men in the same jobs with equivalent qualifications
can be as much as 34%.

Labour force participation:india, as of 2020, has the lowest female labour force
participation rate among South Asian nations, with four out of five women neither working
nor looking for jobs.

High Job loss:According to Oxfam, 17 million women in India lost their jobs in April 2020,
with their unemployment rate rising far higher than that among men.
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e Lesser opportunities for women:Women were found to be seven times more likely to lose
their jobs during the lockdown phases, and if rendered unemployed, were 11 times more
likely to remain jobless than their male counterparts.

e Uneven domestic responsibility: Potential reasons for this include the increased burden of
domestic responsibilitiesthat Indian women typically had to bear, in terms of not just
household chores but extra time needed for elderly care and children’s studies, with schools
shut.

e Even pre-pandemic,a Time Use Survey conducted by the National Sample Survey Office
showed that women spent nearly 4.5 hours on childcare and other care-giving
responsibilities, in contrast with the meagre 0.88 hours for men.

In the context of the recently introduced Ethanol Blending Programme (EBP), while
ethanol blending can reduce carbon emissions and contribute to energy security,
concerns persist regarding the potential implications for food security. Analyse. (250

words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express , Live Mint

Why the question:

The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution directed all mills and distilleries not to
use sugarcane juice/syrup for making any ethanol “with immediate effect”.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about ethanol blending, economic and ecological benefits of ethanol blending and concerns
associated with it.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by defining ethanol blending and the mechanism behind it.

Body:

First, write the economic benefits of ethanol blending — foreign exchange per year, energy security,
self-reliance, increasing farmers’ incomes, employment generation, and greater investment
opportunities. Mention the various initiatives of government to promote it.

Next, write about the ecological benefits — lower carbon emissions, better air quality and use of
damaged foodgrains etc. Mention the various schemes for promotion of ethanol blending in India.
Next, write about the concerns associated with it — food security, lack of acceptance, costs etc.
Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward to promote ethanol blending.

Introduction

An ethanol blend is defined as a blended motor fuel containing ethyl alcohol that is at least 99%
pure, derived from agricultural products, and blended exclusively with petrol. Blending ethanol with
petrol to burn less fossil fuel while running vehicles is called ethanol blending. Ethanol is an
agricultural by-product which is mainly obtained from the processing of sugar from sugarcane, but
also from other sources such as rice husk or maize. Currently, 10% of the petrol that powers your
vehicle is ethanol.
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The government has temporarily banned the use of sugarcane juice and sugar syrup for ethanol
production due to uncertainties in cane output for the current season as per the Sugar (Control)
Order 1966.

Body:

the economic and ecological benefits of promoting ethanol blending in India:
e Ethanol has become one of the major priorities of 21st Century India.
e Mixing 20 percent ethanol in petrol holds multiple attractions for India.

o First, it can potentially reduce the auto fuel import bill by a yearly $4 billion, or Rs 30,000
crore.

e Second, it also provides for farmers to earn extra income if they grow produce that helps in
ethanol production.

e Third, and no less important, is the fact that ethanol is less polluting than other fuels and,
per the NITI Aayog paper, “offers equivalent efficiency at lower cost than petrol”.

e Using ethanol fuel to power automobiles results in significantly low levels of toxins in the
environment.

e Specifically, ethanol to gasoline ratio of 85:15. The little composition of gasoline acts as an
igniter, while ethanol takes up the rest of the tasks. This ratio of ethanol to gasoline
minimizes the emission of greenhouse gases to the environment since it burns cleanly
compared to pure gasoline.

e The combustion of ethanol fuel only releases carbon dioxide and water. The carbon dioxide
released is ineffective regarding environmental degradation.

e Use of ethanol-blended petrol decreases emissions such as carbon monoxide (CO),
hydrocarbons (HC) and nitrogen oxides (NOx), the expert committee noted. Higher
reductions in CO emissions were observed with E20 fuel — 50 per cent lower in two-
wheelers and 30 per cent lower in four-wheelers.

e It also helps in energy security, lower carbon emissions, better air quality, self-reliance, use
of damaged food grains, increasing farmers’ incomes, employment generation, and greater
investment opportunities.

Challenges involved:

e Less Production: Currently, domestic production of bioethanol is not sufficient to meet the
demand for bio-ethanol for blending with petrol at Indian OMCs.

o Sugar mills, which are the key domestic suppliers of bio-ethanol to OMCs, were able
to supply only 57.6% of the total demand.

o Sugar mills do not have the financial stability to invest in biofuel plants.

o There are also concerns among investors on the uncertainty on the price of
bioethanol in the future as the prices of both sugarcane and bio-ethanol are set by
the central government.
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o Compatible vehicles: vehicles need to be produced with rubberised parts, plastic
components and elastomers compatible with E20 and engines optimally designed
for use of E20 fuel”

o The NITI Aayog paper said that two-wheelers and passenger vehicles that are now
being made in the country “are designed optimally for E5 (5 percent ethanol blend
with petrol) while rubber and plastic components are “compatible with E10 fuel”.

e Water Footprint: While India has become one of the top producers of ethanol but it lags top
producers, the USA and Brazil, by a huge margin and remains inefficient in terms of water
usage.

o India’s water requirements for producing ethanol are not met through
rainwater and the groundwater is used for drinking and other purposes.

o Water footprint, that is water required to produce a litre of ethanol, includes
rainwater at the root zone used by ethanol-producing plants such as sugarcane, and
surface, ground water, and fresh water required to wash away pollutants.

e Limited Sugarcane Availability: Sugarcane is another limited resource that affects the
ethanol blending in the country.

o Inorderto achieve a 20% blend rate, almost one-tenth of the existing net sown area
will have to be diverted for sugarcane production. Any such land requirement is
likely to put a stress on other crops and has the potential to increase food prices.

o India’s biofuel policy stipulates that fuel requirements must not compete with food
requirements and that only surplus food crops should be used for fuel production, if
at all.

e Lack of Alternatives: Producing ethanol from crop residue can be a good alternative but
the annual capacity of biorefinery is still not enough to meet the 5% petrol-ethanol
blending requirement.

o Other biofuels such as Jatropha have often proven to be commercially unviable.

e Handling issues: Ethanol being a highly flammable liquid marks obligatory safety and
risk assessment measures during all phases of production, storage and transportation, thus
increasing the cost and risk factor.

Way forward:

e In order to introduce vehicles that are compatible the committee recommends roll out of
E20 material-compliant and E10 engine-tuned vehicles from April 2023 and production of
E20-tuned engine vehicles from April 2025.

e The Centre must look at ways to reduce the programme’s dependence on the sugarcane.

e Alternative feedstock like agricultural waste, recycled cooking oil, provides for more
environmentally friendly bio-fuels.

e Thereis a need to focus on raising the non-cane contribution to the ethanol mix.
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e This can be done by incentivising both public and private players to set up second-
generation ethanol facilities.

e as we progress towards higher blending of ethanol, careful monitoring and assessment of
emissions changes will be needed to make sure that emission reduction potential can be
enhanced both for regulated and unregulated pollutants.

Value addition
Ethanol blending programme in India:

e the Centre had “launched pilot projects in 2001 wherein 5 percent ethanol blended petrol
was supplied to retail outlets”.

e Success of field trials eventually paved the way for the launching of the Ethanol Blended
Petrol (EBP) Programme in January, 2003 for sale of 5 percent ethanol blended petrol in nine
States and four UTs.

e Currently, 5 per cent of ethanol is blended with petrol in India.

e The government of India has advanced the target for 20 per cent ethanol blending in petrol
(also called E20) to 2025 from 2030. E20 will be rolled out from April 2023.

e The central government has also released an expert committee report on the Roadmap for
Ethanol Blending in India by 2025.

e The roadmap proposes a gradual rollout of ethanol-blended fuel to achieve E10 fuel supply
by April 2022and phased rollout of E20 from April 2023 to April 2025.

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that India has achieved its target of blending 10%
sugarcane-extracted ethanol in petrol, ahead of schedule.

e the prime minister said India has also achieved its goal of having 40 per cent of its installed
power generation from non-fossil fuel-based sources nine years before the deadline.

Differences between first generation and second generation ethanols

e First-generation ethanolare produced from crops directly from the fields, such as cereals,
maize, sugar beet and cane, and rapeseed. In Europe rapeseed oil is primarily used for
biodiesel.

e Second-generation ethanolsare produced from residual and waste products from, for
example, industry and households. Large quantities of used frying oil and slaughterhouse
waste are also used.

Empowered local governance is key for forest restoration and management in India.

lllustrate using the case study. (10M)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: DTE

Key Demand of the question:

To elaborate on the significance of empowered local governance in the context of forest restoration
and management in India, supported by a relevant case study.

Directive word:

lllustrate — Provide examples, case studies, or evidence to support your explanation.
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Structure of the answer:

Introduction: Briefly introduce the concept of local governance and its status in terms of
empowerment (73" Constitutional Amendment)

Body:

Start by explaining why empowered local governance is crucial for effective forest restoration and
management.

Show provision of FRA and PESA, giving powers in the hand of gram panchayat for managing
community resources such as forest.

Use a case study to illustrate how empowered local governance has led to successful outcomes in
forest conservation and restoration.

Conclusion:

Suggest what more needs to be done to empower local bodies in India esp. for forest conservation
Introduction

Historically, India has faced challenges related to deforestation, degradation of natural resources,
and the need for sustainable forest management. One approach to address these challenges has
been the implementation of community-based forest management initiatives, such as Joint Forest
Management (JFM) and more recent policies like the Forest Rights Act (2006).

Body
Need for empowering local governance

e Community Participation: Under JFM, local communities are involved in decision-making
processes related to forest management. Villagers participate in activities like afforestation,
protection of existing forests, and monitoring of resource use.

e Shared Benefits: JFM encourages the sharing of benefits derived from forest resources with
local communities. This includes non-timber forest products, employment opportunities,
and a share of revenue generated from sustainable timber harvesting.

e Resource Management: Local communities, empowered through JFM, take responsibility
for the day-to-day management of forests. This includes protection from illegal logging,
prevention of forest fires, and sustainable harvesting practices.

e Forest Restoration: Empowered local governance through JFM has contributed to the
restoration of degraded forests. Villagers, with their intimate knowledge of local
ecosystems, actively participate in afforestation efforts, leading to the revival of green cover.

e Biodiversity Conservation: Community involvement in forest management has positively
impacted biodiversity conservation. Local communities are often more motivated to protect
diverse ecosystems as they directly depend on these resources for their livelihoods.

e Improved Livelihoods: The sharing of benefits from sustainable forest management has
improved the economic conditions of local communities. This, in turn, reduces their
dependency on unsustainable practices that harm the forest ecosystem.

Case study illustration

One notable case study involving an Orissa village and Vedanta is the controversy surrounding the
Vedanta Alumina Refinery project in Lanjigarh, Kalahandi district, Orissa (now known as
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Odisha). This case study highlights the complex dynamics between industrial development,
environmental conservation, and the rights of local communities.

e Environmental Impact: The proposed project faced criticism for its potential environmental
impact, particularly regarding deforestation, disruption of wildlife habitats, and pollution of
local water sources.

e The Niyamgiri Hills are ecologically significant, with rich biodiversity and unique ecosystems.

e Cultural and Social Concerns: The Dongria Kondh community, dependent on the Niyamgiri
Hills for their livelihoods and cultural practices, strongly opposed the project.

e The hills hold religious and cultural significance for the Dongria Kondh, and they were
concerned about the impact on their way of life.

e Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and Community Engagement: Vedanta claimed to be
committed to CSR and engaged in community development programs. However, critics
argued that the benefits did not outweigh the environmental and social costs.

e Discrepancies were noted between Vedanta’s promises and the ground reality experienced
by the local community.

¢ Legal and Regulatory Issues:The project faced legal challenges related to environmental
clearances and the rights of tribal communities.

e In 2010, the Ministry of Environment and Forests rejected Vedanta’s proposal for bauxite
mining in the Niyamgiri Hills, citing violations of environmental and tribal rights.

Conclusion

As the tribal communities were empowered through rights under the Forest Rights Act, they were
able to take a united stand against the company’s actions in Niyamagiri hills. The case has broader
implications for shaping policies that balance economic development with environmental and social
sustainability.

Examine the factors behind increasing cases of farmer suicides. What are the policy

measures that are needed to prevent them? (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India

Why the question:

The number of suicides by farmers in India continues to be high. Maharashtra, which traditionally
held the top slot among all states, reported 2,366 suicides by farmers during the first 10 months of
2023.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about causes of farmer suicides and measures needed to prevent them.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:
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Begin by giving statistic regarding farmer suicides in India.

Body:

First, write about the causes of farm suicides — Low per capita land, indebtedness, high loan rates,
high costs of production and labour, inability to pool up resources, need for hiring labor due to
shortage of time, low agriculture products prices and low MSPS, decreasing water tables and
increasing costs of pumping water out, economic exploitation by dealers selling agriculture
equipment, seeds, fertilizers etc.

Next, write about the steps that are needed to prevent farmer suicides.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

The number of suicides by farmers in India continues to be high. Maharashtra, which traditionally
held the top slot among all states, reported 2,366 suicides by farmers during the first 10 months of
2023.

Several socio-economic factors have enabled an environment vulnerable to distress in the
agricultural belts of the nation. Unable to cope with mounting debt and the inability to take care of
their families, many choose to end their lives.

Body
Factors behind increasing cases of farmer suicides

e Plummeting incomes, mounting debt, and high interest rates (particularly of non-
institutional sources) have pushed the peasantry towards deprivation

e The high debt burdenwas the primary reason behind 75% of farmer suicides.

e Large chunk of persons were underemployed or disguisedly unemployedduring 2016-17 in
Punjab.

e The mismatch between farm inputs and output prices, crop failures, and unfavourable
terms of trade between prices paid and received by the farmers have contributed fairly to
declining farm incomes.

e Cost of cultivation:

o The MSP of wheat and paddy increased at the rate of 2% per annum while the cost
of cultivation increased at the rate of 7.9% during the last one and a half decades.

e With a growth rate of around 1.6% (during 2012—17) and the stress on natural resources,
thefarm sector is trapped in a vicious circle of crisis. Expectedly, small farmers are the
worst sufferers.

e Due to the declining water table, the cost of irrigation structures has increased as the
farmers have to replace centrifugal pumps by costly submersible pumps.

e According to the Niti Aayog, in 2022-23, of the 21 crore hectares of sown area across India,
11.5 crore hectares had access to irrigation—54.76% against 47.80% in 2013-14.

e The farmers are being exploited by traders and dealers providing them spurious seeds and
agrochemicals.
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e Agriculture in Punjab suffers from mono-crop culture of mainly wheat and paddy. With this
cropping pattern, farming itself is becoming an unviable occupation, due to rising fixed and
variable input costs, and low remuneration leading to falling profit margins.

e Cost of inputs:

o Variable costs increase due to rising prices of inputs like fertilisers, pesticides,
weedicides, diesel etc.

o Fixed costs like installation and deepening of submersible pumps due to the dipping
water table increase the financial woes of farmers.

o Forasmall and marginal farmer, it is economically unviable to make such
investments, especially by borrowing from informal sources at high rates of interest

e Data Anomaly:

o Existing studies have analysed the intensity of farmer suicides in isolation, i.e.
without comparing farmer suicides with those by other professionals

Policy measures needed to prevent farmer suicides

¢ The “Scheme for Debt Swapping of Borrowers” should be made more effective for
converting the non-institutional debt into institutional debt.

e The AMSCs should be set up at every village to provide custom-hiring services to small
farmers on a priority basis.

e Quality farm inputs like seed, fertilisers, and pesticides must be supplied to the farmers at
subsidised prices.

e Rationalisation of subsidies, especially in favour of small farmers may control appreciating
farm costs and making small farming viable.

e For alternative employment, the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme should be effectively implemented by ensuring stipulated annual employment of
100 days, rather than the existing 30 days, to each family in the state.

e Identifying and developing crop niches that will encourage allied activities in appropriate
agro-climatic zones of the state, and developing cooperative primary processingand
marketing units for crops and activities in these zones can help improve the economic well-
being of the farmers.

o Effective irrigation facilities should be provided. Drip and sprinkle irrigation should be
popularized. Canals should be built to reach deep into villages.

e Using Information technologies and electronic media (like DD Kisan channel) to spread
awareness about government schemes and monsoon predictions.

o Skill Development of farmers, so that they can develop alternative sources of income.
Government should initiate alternative employment generation programmes.

e Land pooling, where lands of small farmers can be pooled into a larger piece, and benefits
can be maximized.

|
Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbhCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 44



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS ‘,

o Effective implementation of various government schemes like pradhan Mantri Krishi
sinchai yojana, pradhan Mantri fasal bima yojana and Soil Health Card scheme.

Development processes and the development industry —the role of NGOs, SHGs,
various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other
stakeholders.

Successful reform and strengthening of the cooperative sector require regulatory
measures, financial support, and capacity-building initiatives to enhance the

effectiveness of cooperatives. Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu, Insights on India

Why the question:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday said his government is working to make cooperatives a
strong part of rural life, asserting that they are being scaled up massively in sectors like agriculture
and fisheries after making a mark in fields such as dairy and sugar production.

Key Demand of the question:

To understand the role of Co-operative society at the local level and various issues in them and
measures needed to overcome.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context.

Body:

Mention the role of Cooperatives in linking the local business men/ farmer to the mainstream multi-
million marketplace, giving the right forum to reap benefits of collective demand and supply in terms
of financing, local level policy negotiations etc and promoting economic and social upliftment.

Next, write about the various issues in the cooperative sector and ways to reform them.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

A cooperative is an autonomous association of persons united voluntarily to meet their common
economic, social and cultural needs and aspirations through a jointly-owned and democratically
controlled. The need for profitability is balanced by the needs of the members and the wider interest
of the community.

Prime Minister recently said his government is working to make cooperatives a strong part of rural
life, asserting that they are being scaled up massively in sectors like agriculture and fisheries after
making a mark in fields such as dairy and sugar production.

Body
Importance of cooperatives:

e Indiais an agricultural country and laid the foundation of World’s biggest cooperative
movement in the world.
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For instance, Amul deals with 16 million milk producers, 1,85,903 dairy cooperatives; 222
district cooperative milk unions; marketed by 28 state marketing federations.

There are over 8 lakh cooperatives of all shapes and sizes across sectors in India

In India, a Co-operative based economic development model is very relevant where each
member works with a spirit of responsibility.

It provides agricultural credits and fundswhere state and private sectors have not been able
to do very much.

It provides strategic inputsfor the agricultural-sector; consumer societies meet their
consumption requirements at concessional rates.

It is an organization for the poor who wish to solve their problems collectively.
It softens the class conflictsand reduces the social cleavages.

Itreduces the bureaucratic evils and follies of political factions;

It overcomes the constraintsof agricultural development;

It creates a conducive environment for small and cottage industries.

For women in particular:

Increased Income: A study conducted on Women Dairy Cooperative Society (WDCS)
members across Rajasthan showed that with the income generated through dairying, 31% of
the women had converted their mud houses to cement structures, while 39% had
constructed concrete sheds for their cattle.

Provides Leadership lessons: Importantly, women-led cooperatives also provide fertile
ground for grooming women from rural areas for leadership positions.

Breaks barriers: In many instances, this becomes the first step for women in breaking free
from traditional practices.

Defeats Information Asymmetry: The presence of collectives in the form of cooperatives
and milk unions plays a significant role in enhancing the knowledge and bargaining power of
women

Set up business chain: Cooperatives enhance backward and forward linkages in the dairy
value chain, paving the way for freeing small farmers from the clutches of middlemen, and
guaranteed minimum procurement price for milk.

A study by the International Development Research Centre (IDRC) indicates that 93% of
women farmers who receive training alongside financial support succeed in their ventures,
compared to the 57% success rate of those who receive financial aid alone.

According to latest data, there are more than 1,90,000 dairy cooperative societies across the
country, with approximately 6 million women members.

Challenges faced by Cooperatives currently:

w
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Cooperatives in India took a major hit after COVID with some either on ventilator support or
banking on oxygen supply and with only a few fit and stable.

Lack of genuine cooperation between the states and the centre wrt Cooperatives and
centralization of power.

There should be a focus on women cooperatives because they are less than three per cent
of the 8 lakh cooperatives in the country.

In the elections to the governing bodies, money became such a powerful tool that the top
posts of chairman and vice-chairman usually went to the richest farmers who manipulated
the organization for their benefits.

People are not well informed about the objectives of the Movement, rules and regulations
of co-operative institutions.

Most of these societies are confined to a few members and their operations extended to
only one or two villages.

The Co-operative Movement has suffered from inadequacy of trained personnel.

Way forward:

Principle of the cooperative movement is to unite everyone, even while remaining
anonymous. The cooperative movement has the capacity to solve people’s problems.

The pandemic seems to have increased the significance of community effort.

Reducing vaccine hesitancy, providing food to those waiting outside hospitals and, most
importantly, looking after orphaned childrenare imperatives crying out for the cooperative
model.

Implementing the steps provided by the Vaidyanathan committeeon credit cooperative
societies.

The idea of cooperatives must take the agenda beyond agriculture, milk, credit and housing
cooperatives

New areas are emerging with the advancement of technology and cooperative societies can
play a huge role in making people familiar with those areas and technologies.

There is a need to create more cooperatives with women at the helm of it.

The irregularities in cooperatives need to be checked and the need of the hour is to
have rules and stricter implementationof same.

The non-communicable diseases (NCD) led deaths are largely preventable and by

making healthier choices in our daily lives, individuals can significantly reduce their risk

of developing these diseases. Discuss. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate
Reference: The Hindu
Why the question:

w
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While communicable diseases persist as a significant threat, non-communicable diseases (NCDs) such
as cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, cancer, and chronic respiratory diseases have emerged as the
predominant public health concern.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the steps needed to promote healthy lifestyle to reduce the burden of non-
communicable diseases.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving statistic regarding NCD’s in India.

Body:

In the first part, write about the causes behind the rising NCDs and highlight the role of unhealthy
lifestyle in it.

Next, Write the measures that are needed in this hour to tackle NCDs and policy interventions needed
to promote healthier lifestyle.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

Non communicable diseases (NCDs), also known as chronic diseases, tend to be of long duration
and are the result of a combination of genetic, physiological, environmental and behaviours
factors. The main types of NCDs are cardiovascular diseases (like heart attacks and stroke), cancers,
chronic respiratory diseases (such as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and asthma) and
diabetes.

While communicable diseases persist as a significant threat, non-communicable diseases (NCDs)
such as cardiovascular diseases, diabetes, cancer, and chronic respiratory diseases have emerged as
the predominant public health concern.

Body
Burden of NCDs

e According to a World Health Organization (WHO) report titled ‘Invisible Numbers’, a
staggering 66% of deaths in India in 2019 were attributed to NCDs.

e The report also suggests that 22% of individuals aged 30 or older in India would succumb to
NCDs before their 70th birthday, surpassing the global probability of 18%.

e India bears the dubious distinction of being the diabetes capital with 101 million diabetics
and 136 million with prediabetes.

e Cardiovascular diseases top the mortality charts, and cancer incidence is projected to rise by
57.5% by 2040.

e The World Economic Forum estimates that India could incur a staggering cost of $4.58
trillion between 2012 and 2030 due to NCDs and mental health conditions.

e NCDs threaten progress towards the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which
includes a target of reducing premature deaths from NCDs by one-third by 2030.
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e Poverty is closely linked with NCDs. The rapid rise in NCDs is predicted to impede poverty
reduction initiatives in low-income countries, particularly by increasing household costs
associated with health care.

e Vulnerable and socially disadvantaged people get sicker and die sooner than people of
higher social positions, especially because they are at greater risk of being exposed to
harmful products, such as tobacco, or unhealthy dietary practices, and have limited access
to health services.

¢ Inlow-resource settings, health-care costs for NCDs quickly drain household resources.
The exorbitant costs of NCDs, including often lengthy and expensive treatment and loss of
breadwinners, force millions of people into poverty annually and stifle development.

Measure to tackle Non Communicable diseases from Government:
e Increase health expenditure up to 8% of GDP.
e This will ensure a well-functioning of tertiary and secondary care in government hospitals.

e Also, there is a need for improving sanitation and hygiene, provisioning of equipment, toning
up of laboratory facilities, and recruiting the additional staff to meet the workload.

e Provided basic health facilities to all section of people in viable costs
e Increase rural health infrastructure

e Outreach Clinics:To reduce crowding at hospitals, outreach clinics (for example Mohalla
clinics in Delhi) should be organised in communities to treat minor illnesses.

e Built upon a robust early screening system
e New Health Policy 2016need to give due priority to it

e All necessary equipment such as PPEs should be provided to the healthcare staff in
accordance with the requirements of their station of work.

e Shorter duty hourswith rotation and periodic duty offs to relieve stress should be instituted
for minimising the attrition of the workforce.

e Issue Effective Guidelines to Private Hospitals:The central and the state governments may
issue necessary guidelines seeking cooperation from the private sector.

e This will ease the burden of public hospitals and help in availing treatment to all the patients
suffering from Covid-19.

Measures needed to tackle NCDs
e Wellness and a healthy lifestyle are essential in combating this growing pandemic.
e Emphasizing healthy diets and regular exercise is crucial.

e The Indian Health Ministry hasidentified cardiovascular diseases, cancers, chronic
respiratory diseases, and diabetes as major NCDs, addressing them through programs
focusing on health infrastructure, human resource development, health promotion,
awareness generation, prevention, early diagnosis, and appropriate healthcare referrals.
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o State-specific policies allow tailored interventions toaddress the specific challenges and risk
factors of each region, maximizing the effectiveness of efforts to combat NCDs.

e By allocating resources according to the specific needs of each state, state-specific strategies
optimize resource utilization, enhance healthcare infrastructure, and ensure maximum
impact in the fight against NCDs.

Conclusion

The strategies to tackle the Non-communicable disease burden need to evolve. Increasing testing
and tracing capabilities, lowering the load of the healthcare system; all of us have to play our part
and put efforts individually as well as in a community.

The India-Russia relationship has been characterized by stability, trust, and a
commitment to strategic cooperation across various sectors. While the relationship is
generally strong, both countries have also faced challenges and changes in their

geopolitical environments. Critically analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu, Insights on India

Why the question:

Hailing India and Russia relations as “very steady” and “very strong”, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said he was “confident” that the annual India-Russia leadership summit, that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin have skipped for two years, will be held
in 2024, even as Mr. Putin extended an invitation to PM Modi to visit.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the need to have a change in India-Russia dynamic relations due to recent geopolitical
developments.

Directive word:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a
balanced judgment on the topic.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context of ‘all weather’ friendship between India and Russia.

Body:

In the first part, Highlight the strength of the relationship — Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership, cold war era friendship, the long history, defence partnership, nuclear power plants etc.
Next, bring out the issues in the relationship by dividing them into geopolitical, geostrategic and at
bilateral level — Ukraine Issue, Russia-Pakistan, Russia-China, and USA-India, Changes in Afghanistan
and issues emanating from them.

Discuss how should India and Russia navigate the tides moving forward.

Conclusion:

Conclude by commenting on their current nature of evergreen friendship.

Introduction

Hailing India and Russia relations as “very steady” and “very strong”, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar said he was “confident” that the annual India-Russia leadership summit, that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin have skipped for two years, will be
held in 2024, even as Mr. Putin extended an invitation to PM Modi to visit.
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Russia’s war on Ukraine has decisively shaped international opinion. Indian foreign policy is also
going to be affected in a profound manner. While there has always remained a pro-Russian popular
sentiment in India, rooted in Moscow’s support during the Cold War era, particularly against the pro-
Pakistani diplomatic activism by powerful Western countries in the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC), a majority of Indians today seem taken aback by Russia’s misadventure against a sovereign
country.

Body

Important dimensions of India-Russia relations

The Annual Summit meeting between the PM of India and the
Political Relations Russian President is the highest institutionalised dialogue
mechanism in the strategic partnership.

° BRICS, SCO, NSG, UNSG

International/Multilateral
Organisations and
Connectivity Projects

° International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) —
the key connectivity link between Russia and India via Iran

° India-Russia military-technical cooperation has evolved
from a buyer-seller framework to one involving joint research,
development and production of advanced defence
technologies and systems.

Defence and Security ° For example, the BrahMos Missile System licensed the

Cooperation production of SU-30 aircraft and T-90 tanks.

° Both signed the $5.4-billion deal for five S-400 batteries
in 2018, and all deliveries were to be completed in a five-year
period.

° Tri-Services exercise — ‘INDRA’

A key priority, as is clear by the revised targets of increasing
bilateral investment to US $ 50 billion and bilateral trade to
US $ 30 billion by 2025.

Trade and Economic
Relations

In 2014, both signed the Strategic Vision for strengthening
cooperation in peaceful uses of atomic energy. Kudankulam
Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP) is being built in India with
Russian cooperation.

Nuclear Energy

Both sides cooperate in the peaceful uses of outer space. An
Space Cooperation MoU ISRO and ROSCOSMOS on Joint Activities in the field
of Human Spaceflight Programme (Gaganyaan) was signed
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° The Working Group on S&T functioning under IRIGC-TEC,
the Integrated Long Term Programme (ILTP) and the Basic
Science Cooperation Programme are the three main

Science & Technology institutional mechanisms.

° Initiatives — Traditional Knowledge Digital
Library (TKDL), GIAN, and the Russia-India Network (RIN) of
Universities.

There is a strong tradition of Indian studies in Russia. There is
Cultural Cooperation strong interest among Russian people in Indian dance, music,
yoga and Ayurveda.

Complex issues facing India while balancing Moscow and the West
e ‘China’ problem:There are understandable reasons for India’s (subtle) pro-Russia position.
o An aggressive Russia is a problem for the U.S. and the West, not for India.

o North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) expansion is Russia’s problem, not
India’s.

o India’s problem is China, and it needs both the U.S./the West and Russiato deal
with the “China problem”

e Geopolitics rather than emotions: There is today asobering recognition in New Delhiabout
the weakening of the U.S.-led global order and the rise of China as a counter-pole,
geographically located right next to India.

o withdrawal from the region and its decline as the principal system shaper has
complicated India’s place in regional geopolitics.

o Neighbouring China as the rising superpower and Russia as its strategic ally
challenging the U.S.-led global orderat a time when China has time and again acted
on its aggressive intentions vis-a-vis India, and when India is closest to the U.S. than
ever before in its history, throws up a unique and unprecedented challenge for
India.

e Beyond all weather friendship:For India, Russian ties are important. It must be recalled

that Ukraine was against India during 1998 nuclear testsand had spoken against India with
issue of Kashmir.

o India’s Russia tilt should be seen not just as a product of its time-tested
friendship with Moscow but also as ageopolitical necessity.

o Ifin the future there is Chinese aggression or Pakistan tries adventurism on India,
India will need all hands on the deck. Russia being the most important.

e Russia’s support to solve continental problems: There is an emerging dualism in
contemporary Indian strategic Weltanschauung:the predicament of a continental space
that is reeling under immense pressure from China, Pakistan and Taliban-led
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Afghanistanadding to its strategic claustrophobia; and, the emergence of a maritime
sphere which presents an opportunity to break out of the same.

o Defence supplies: New Delhi needs Moscow’s assistance to manage its continental
difficultiesthroughdefence supplies, helping it ‘return’ to central Asia, working together at
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) or exploring opportunities for collaboration in
Afghanistan.

o Russia, to put it rather bluntly, is perhaps India’s only partner of consequence in the
entire Asian continental stretch.

o Therefore, having Russia on its side is crucial for India, more than ever.

o Moscow may or may not be able to moderate Chinese antagonism towards New
Delhi, but an India-Russia strategic partnership may be able totemper New Delhi’s
growing isolation in a rather friendless region.

Way forward for India

e India’s past record has been maintaining balance between the West and Russia. On January
31, India abstained on a procedural vote on whether to discuss the issue of Ukraine.

e New Delhi had then articulated its position on “legitimate security interests” that echoed
with a nuanced tilt towards the Russian position, and had abstained along with Kenya and
Gabon.

e Despite abstention, India has reiterated and has called for cessation of violence in no
ambiguous terms.

e India has also quoted the international charter on sovereignty, highlighting that all nations
must respect the same, intended towards Russia.

e For India, Russian ties are important. It must be recalled that Ukraine was against India
during 1998 nuclear tests and had spoken against India with issue of Kashmir.

e Hence strategic autonomy is the way forward as India has been doing.
Conclusion

India’s position also shows the unmistakable indication that when it comes to geopolitics, New Delhi
will choose interests over principles. And yet, a careful reading of India’s statements and positions
taken over the past few days also demonstrates a certain amount of discomfort in having to choose
interests over principles.

However, New Delhi’s response to the recent crisis, especially its “explanation of vote” at the
UNSC indicates a careful recourse to the principle of strategic autonomy: India will make caveated
statements and will not be pressured by either party. In that sense, India’s indirect support to the
Russian position is not a product of Russian pressure but the result of a desire to safeguard its own
interests.

|
Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbhCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 53

w


https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS ‘,

Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and
States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions
and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable
sections.

Eradicating manual scavenging is not only about eliminating a harmful practice but also
about addressing the socio-economic conditions that force individuals into such work.

Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: Indian Express, Insights on India

Why the question:

The incidence of school students being made to clean a septic tank is not just shocking, but alarming
too. It happened with students of classes seven to nine at Morarji Desai Residential School in
Yeluvahalli, Karnataka, on December 1.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the persistent practise of manual scavenging despite being banned and steps needed
to stop it and create alternative livelihoods.

Directive:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context.

Body:

First, write about reasons for lack of effective implementation of the law — lack of alternative
livelihood opportunities for affected communities, political will, resources, and capacity-building of
government agencies.

Next, write about the steps we can take in this regard — multi-pronged approach that addresses the
root causes of the problem, provides alternative livelihood opportunities, ensures effective
implementation of laws and policies, and promotes public awareness campaigns to change societal
attitudes etc.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

Manual scavenging refers to the unsafe and manual removal of raw (fresh and untreated) human
excreta from buckets or other containers that are used as toilets or from the pits of simple pit
latrines.

Indian government is preparing to declare India “manual scavenging-free” by August. However,
there are still 246 districts that have not yet self-declared themselves as free from manual
scavenging. From March 22 to April 26, 2023, as many as eight people died while cleaning sewers in
various parts of the Gujarat, raising concerns about the continuing deaths of manual scavengers
despite the fact that the practice has been declared illegal across the country.

Body

Government interventions
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e The Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act,
1993and employment of manual scavengers was declared unlawful.

¢ National Commission for Safai Karamchariswas constituted under the National Commission
for Safai Karamcharis Act, 1993, to monitor and recommend specific programs.

e Nationalaction plan for the total eradication of manual scavenging by 2007.

¢ Self-Employment Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers initiated to provide
training, loans, and subsidies for alternate occupations in 2007.

e Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and Their Rehabilitation, Act, 2013.

e In 2014, the Supreme Court ruled in Safai Karamchari Andolan v. Union of Indiathat
“entering sewer lines without safety gears should be made a crime even in emergency
situations,” and ordered for compensation in cases of death of the worker.

e The Nirmal Bharat Abhiyan (NBA) was replaced by Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (SBA)in 2014.

e Ministry for Social Justice and Empowerment announced the Draft National Action Plan
Framework ‘to eliminate inhuman practicesby 15th August 2022’ and counted sewage
cleaning as one such practice.

Reasons for lack of effective implementation of the law

¢ Prohibition and Employment of Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act,
2013- fails to explain what qualifies as “appropriate safety gear”.

o It does not mention health as a component of rehabilitationand provides a meagre
amount of money to the worker in the name of assistance for alternative
occupations, which most manual scavengers remain unaware

o Nothing in the act mentions provisions related to the death of manual scavengers.

e Municipalities choose the compensation routeas they mostly outsource the unsanitary
sanitation work.

e Toilets that were built under SBM are dependent on water and a lot of parts of India are not
connected by the sewage system. Also, Septic tanks have engineering defectswhich means
that after a point, a machine cannot clean it.

e Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has remained elusive of the health problems of
manual scavengers even though the National Health Policy (2017) calls for action on social
determinants of health.

Reasons for the Prevalence of Manual Scavenging in India

¢ Delayed Implementation— Manual scavenging was banned 25 years ago but it continues to
find practitioners.

e Insanitary Latrines— According to Safai Karmachari Andolan, the occupation persists mainly
because of the continued presence of insanitary latrines. There are about 2.6 million
insanitary latrines (dry toilets) that require cleaning by hand.
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e Caste-based notions of stigma and deployment of Dalit workers in these occupations in
modern contexts reinforces manual scavenging in India.

e The policymakers’ have a fragmented and a target driven approach(counting numbers of
toilets, length of sewerage, etc.,) to sanitation.

e Privatization of waste management and acute contractualisationof sanitation work has
made fixing legal responsibility and identification of the guilty much more difficult.

e Gender-based occupation— Manual scavenging is not only a caste-based but also a gender-
based occupation with 90 percent of them being women. Households with dry latrines
prefer women to clean the excreta instead of men as they are located inside the house.

¢ Inadequate Funding
Way-Forward

e Adopting technology to end manual scavenging— It is not going to be possible to eliminate
manual scavenging unless we create the right technologies.

o Hyderabad Metropolitan Water Supply and Sewerage Boardis using 70 mini jetting
machines that can access narrow lanes and smaller colonies to clear the choked
sewer pipes.

o In Thiruvananthapuram, a group of engineers has designed a spider-shaped robot
that cleans manholes and sewers with precision.

e Proper awareness and sensitization of the authorities: It is essential that the authorities are
sensitized to recognize the intensity of the issue and see the system as dehumanizing and
unconstitutional.

e Sensitising Women through a nationwide march to make them aware of their right to live
with dignity and assure them of ‘sustainable freedom’, by providing an alternative livelihood
option.

e That the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act,
2013 and the Supreme Court’s judgment of 2014 should be duly implemented and applied
in all cases of sewer/septic tank deaths.

e Target driven approach to measure the success of the sanitation policy

e The underlying caste-based attitude to sanitation work and workers should be identified and
strong action taken against it.

Conclusion

To eradicate the profession of manual scavenging, it is important to provide these people
with alternate professions. The government could start by giving specific training for vocations like
plumbing, gardening etc to those involved in manual scavenging.

Governments statistical data is essential to government for policy-making, planning and
to track welfare developments over a long period with considerable accuracy. Analyse.

(250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough
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Reference: Live Mint

Why the question:

Several flagship surveys of MOSPI are now run without involving state directorates of economics and
statistics. Governments at the state level must first acknowledge the crisis in statistical systems and
then chalk out reforms to rebuild them.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about benefits of collecting census data.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context of statistical data collection In India.

Body:

In the first part, discuss the advantages of statistical data — essential for planning the provision of
health care, education, employment, etc, helpful in the debate related to reservation policy, targeted
poverty reduction programmes etc

Next, Discuss the limitations in statistical data collection.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

For decades, India’s statistical machinery enjoyed a high level of reputation for the integrity of the
data it produced on a range of economic and social parameters. A group of 108 economists and
social scientists working around the world, have issued an appeal to convince the Indian government
to stop suppressing uncomfortable data, restore access to public statistics and re-establish the
independence and integrity of institutions.

Several flagship surveys of MOSPI are now run without involving state directorates of economics and
statistics. Governments at the state level must first acknowledge the crisis in statistical systems and
then chalk out reforms to rebuild them.

Body
Significance of Statistical data

e The Indian National Sample Surveyis respected the world over. Not just because of its size,
but also for its sample design, that uses methods make perfect by some of the world’s most
reputed statisticians.

e This distinguished history, which India can claim with pride, makes the recent undermining
of the credibility of our statistical outputespecially regrettable.

e We can, however, ensure that when we look back on this several years from now, it
represents an anomaly rather than a lasting, irreparable loss of institutional credibility.

e Itis also imperative to use the scientific methods for data collection and estimation and their
timely dissemination, which form vital public services.

e India, with its vastness and complexities, poses tremendous challenges for data collection.

e The dualistic nature of the economy means a large unorganised sector coexists with the
organised sector that the data collection systems are unable to fully cover.
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e Data collection and its utilisation helps in maintaining transparency between the citizens and
the government. Citizens can view the outcomes based on data published in various
periodicals, reports like Economic Survey.

e Reliable and timely data helps in targeted interventions where it is easy for planners to
allocate a targeted amount which is best beneficial for the economy. Eg, COVID data on food
insecurity and lack of employment, forced the government to allocate money to schemes
offering food grains and employment allowance.

e Statistical data helps in ensuring the accountability of public officials as data helps in
comparing current data with historical trends & evaluating the performance of officials
according to the desired outcome.

e Policymaking based on reliable data is grounded on solid evidence rather than personal
preferences. Statistical analysis helps analyse past trends and project future performance
based on logical assumptions. It helps policymakers evaluate different policy options and
choose the ones that are most likely to achieve desired outcomes.

Concerns Related to the Indian Statistical System

Not released timely: The government have a timetable for the
Institutional and release of national accounts, the Index of Industrial Production
Structural Issues and inflation. But there are no specific timelines for the release

of labour force statistics and consumption expenditure surveys

Apprehensions regarding NSSO: Under MoSPI, it has become part
of the general bureaucracy and ceases to exist as an autonomous
body. Moreover, the fear is that in the absence of the oversight of
independent bodies like the CSI and NSC, the statistical system
may become amenable to political interference.

Past few years there has been a shortfall in data collection owing
to the pandemic and administrative difficulties. There is a delay
even in important data like Census.

Members of data collection agencies are selected based on
political preference and to portray the ruling government in good
light. This erodes the confidence of the public and creates a
legitimation crisis.

Use of small surveys for estimations
Methodology

Challenges in price adjustment for GDP calculations

The faulty approach in data collection and collation
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The incoherence of GDP data

Unreliable data on the unorganised sector
Nature of Data

Shortcomings in MCA21 data used for GDP calculations

Way forward

e The strength of the national system is integrally dependenton the strength of the state
statistical systems.

e Inthis direction, the Dholakia Committee Report 2020 on sub-national accounts is crucial; it
could pave the way for state governments in pursuing and adopting a bottom-up approach,
thereby strengthening the data collection capacities of the state governments.

e Several states are yet to initiate building institutional frameworksat the state and district
levels.

e The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) launched the India
Statistical Strengthening Project with financial support from the World Bankfor enhancing
the capacities of state statistical systems for data collection.

e Parallel Efforts on Both National and State Level

o To enhance and institutionalise inter-agency coordination covering both national
and sub-national statistical systems.

o Madhya Pradesh has taken the lead by establishing a permanent state statistical
commission for improving and integrating the statistical data flow systems.

e Finalise National Policy on Official Statistics Quickly

o To catalyse and synergise these efforts, the National Policy on Official Statistics,
announced in the Budget 2020 needs to be finalised quickly along with appropriate
institutional support and resources.

o This will ensure that we are able to track India’s progress on the Sustainable
Development Goals using a bottom-up approach and also ensure that no one is left
behind.

e Emphasis on Data Quality: A large part of statistical reforms should not merely focus on the
availability, frequency and largeness of data, but greater emphasis should be placed on data
quality.

Conclusion

This is the time for all professional economists, statisticians, independent researchers in policy —
regardless of their political and ideological leanings — to come together to raise their voice against
the tendency to suppress uncomfortable data, and impress upon the government authorities,
current and future, and at all levels, to restore access and integrity to public statistics, and re-
establish institutional independence and integrity to the statistical organisations.
e
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Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services
relating to Health, Education, Human Resources.

Suicide inflicts profound damage, necessitating multi-sectoral collaborations to achieve

a significant reduction in mortality rates in India. Discuss (15M)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Wire

Why the question:

Crimes Against Women and Children, Suicides, Sudden Deaths Increased in 2022: NCRB Report
Structure of the answer:

Introduction: Highlight the seriousness of the issue of suicide and its impact on mortality rates in
India. Present data and statistics related to suicide rates in India.

Body:

Mention the factors contributing to suicide, such as mental health issues, social factors, etc.
Identify challenges and barriers in implementing effective suicide prevention measures e.g., societal
stigma, lack of awareness, and mental health infrastructure as potential hurdles.

Mention strategies for multi-sectoral collaborations, including public awareness campaigns, mental
health support systems, and training programs.

Recently, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India has announced

the “National Suicide Prevention Strategy”. Mention a few of the strategies.

Conclusion:

Conclude with the need to tackle this issue with care and sensitivity.

Introduction

Sociologist Emile Durkheim had famously hypothesised that ‘suicides are a result of not just
psychological or emotional factors but social factors as well’. Every 40 seconds, someone
somewhere in the world takes his or her own life.

Body:
Suicide statistics:
¢ India has the highest suicide rate in the Southeast Asian region.

e At least 4,45,256 cases of ‘crimes against women’ were registered in 2022, showing a 4%
increase from 2021.

e According to IndiaSpend, India reported the highest suicide rate in its history in 2021, with
12 suicides for every 100,000 people.

e And for every death that takes place by suicide, there are about 60 people who are impacted
due to the loss of a loved one, and more than 20 who attempt suicide.

e There was an increasing surge in suicidal deaths, with a rate of 10.2 in 2018, 10.4 in 2019,
11.3in 2020, and 12 in 2021 (per lakh population). The rise from 10.2 to 11.3 per lakh in the
last three years is significant.

e  With suicide rates rapidly increasing and access to mental healthcare remaining elusive for
many, there has never been a more pressing time to shift the focus to suicide prevention.

Reasons for high number of suicides in India are a mix of psychological or emotional influences and
social dimensions:
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e Women:
o Women are struggling with disproportionate socio-economic burdens.

o Their high SDRs relative to men are rooted in factors as varied as the difference in
socially acceptable methods of dealing with stress and conflict for women and men,
domestic violence and the different ways in which poverty affects the genders.

o Married women form the biggest victim group of suicide deaths among women in
general. This group becomes more vulnerable due to arranged and early marriage,
young motherhood and economic dependence.

e The past few decades have witnessed economic, labour and social changes on a scale rarely
seen before. Such rapid change with the economic dislocation and change in social and
community links it brings can be destabilizing.

e The social stigma:

o The social stigma attached to mental health disorders in India is a major hurdle in
addressing them.

o Stigma and general lack of knowledge and understanding when it comes to mental
health disorders prevent timely intervention.

e Lack of Medical and Psychological Care:
o State capabilities for addressing mental health issues are close to non-existent.
o The country has about 5,000 psychiatrists and less than 2,000 clinical psychologists.

o Expenditure on mental health accounts for a tiny fraction of total public health
spending.

e Farmers suicide:

o India’s economy vastly depends on agriculture with around 60% of its people
directly or indirectly depends upon it.

o Different reasons like droughts, low yield prices, exploitation by middlemen and
inability to pay loans lead Indian farmers to commit suicide.

¢ Youth suicide:

o Reason for such high numbers can be attributed to lack of economic, social, and
emotional resources.

o More specifically, academic pressure, workplace stress, social pressures,
modernisation of urban centers, relationship concerns, and the breakdown of
support systems.

o Some researchers have attributed the rise of youth suicide to urbanisation and the
breakdown of the traditional large family support system.

o The clash of values within families is an important factor for young people in their
lives. As young Indians become more progressive, their traditionalist households

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbhCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 61



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS

become less supportive of their choices pertaining to financial independence,
marriage age, rehabilitation, taking care of the elderly etc

Depression:

o WHO says that depression and suicide are closely linked and, at its worst, depression
can lead to suicide.18 per cent of the total number of people suffering from
depression globally were in India in 2015.

Discrimination:

o Discrimination and slurs for having belonged to an ST community and having
procured admission into the college through the SC/ST quota.

o Racial slurs, Sexist slur etc. leading to extreme harassment of individuals.

o Caste-based discriminationand resentment from upper-caste students and faculty is
common in the high-pressure environment of medical colleges, as well as in other
higher educational institutes in the country.

o The 2007 report by the Thorat Committee has shown how rampant and varied the
caste-based discrimination practices were in AlIMS, the country’s premier medical
college.

Measures taken by Government:

There have been some positive developments over the past few years.
The decriminalization of suicide was long overdue and welcome.

The same holds true for the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India’s
mandating that insurance companies are to make provisions to cover mental illnesses in
their policies along with physical ilinesses.

Concerned over the spate of suicides in Indian colleges, the ministry of human resource
development has circulated a manual to the country’s higher education institutions, asking
the authorities to adopt measures to prevent students from taking the extreme step.

The manual lists measures such as early identification of suicidal tendencies, a buddy
programme and a double-blind helpline where both the caller and the counsellor are
unaware of each other’s identity.

Other experts have suggested proactive steps at the adolescent stage itself with the
introduction of mental health in school curricula.

Mental healthcare act 2016: This Act will ensure these people have the right to live a life
with dignity and not be discriminated against or harassed by the authorities. .

The SC has also said that Section 309 of IPC also violates right to life as given under Article 21
of the Constitution of India.

Measures needed:

First, stop-gap solutions to setting up expert committees and counsellors in schools have not
been able to solve the problem.
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o The deep-rooted causes must be addressed. The government must undertake a
comprehensive study on the reasons behind these suicides.

e Second, the curriculum should be designed in ways that stress the importance of mental
exercises and meditation. E.g.: The Delhi government’s initiative on the ‘Happiness
Curriculum’ may be a step in the right direction.

e Third, with regards to higher education, 12 measures were suggested by the Justice
Roopanwal Commission.

e Making Equal Opportunity Cells with an anti-discrimination officer functional in universities
and colleges.

e Starting from the most “innocuous” of ragging practices to “extreme harassment,” such
discriminatory behaviour in fact constitutes violence and is an assault on the human rights of
a person that prevents them from leading their lives with dignity and obtaining an
education.

e Educational approaches in schools, namely, teaching about the facts of suicide, developing
educational modules in life skills, and problem-solving and training teachers

e Psychological support and care should be given to the individual. The state can seek
assistance from NGOs as well as religious missionaries for this purpose.

e Strengthening the existing National Mental Health Programme and the district mental health
programme, along with focus on training resources and streamlining of funds are some
other recommendations for fighting depression and suicide.

e Finally, it is high time we seek to reinvent our educational ecosystem in ways that
impregnate new meanings, new ideas of living, and renewed possibilities that could
transform a life of precarity into a life worth living.

Conclusion:

Suicide is preventable. Youth who are contemplating suicide frequently give warning signs of their
distress. Parents, teachers, and friends are in a key position to pick up on these signs and get help.
Most important is to never take these warning signs lightly or promise to keep them secret.

Issues relating to poverty and hunger.

Ending poverty requires a comprehensive and integrated approach that addresses the
root causes of poverty, focusing not only on income but also on education, healthcare,

gender equality, and sustainable development. Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Insights on India

Why the question:

The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper — 3.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the challenges associated with poverty and to evaluate the performance of various
measures taken to alleviate poverty.

Directive word:

w
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Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.
Structure of the answer:
Introduction:
Describe the giving statistic regarding the current status of poverty in India.
Body:
First, write about the various challenges associated with eradication of poverty in India and the
progress made so far as mentioned in the above report.
Next, evaluate the pros and cons of the various poverty alleviation measures in India — Swarnjayanti
Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY), National Social Assistance Programme, Land Reforms, MGNREGA
and various PDS initiatives etc.
Suggest measures to overcome the above the limitations of the above.
Conclusion:
Conclude with a way forward.
Introduction

According to World Bank, Poverty is pronounced deprivation in well-being, and comprises many
dimensions. It includes low incomes and the inability to acquire the basic goods and services
necessary for survival with dignity. Poverty also encompasses low levels of health and education,
poor access to clean water and sanitation, inadequate physical security, lack of voice, and
insufficient capacity and opportunity to better one’s life.

In India, 21.9% of the population lives below the national poverty line in 2011. In 2018, almost 8%
of the world’s workers and their families lived on less than US$1.90 per person per day
(international poverty line).

Body
Poverty : A massive challenge in India

e Population Explosion:India’s population has steadily increased through the years. During the
past 45 years, it has risen at a rate of 2.2% per year, which means, on average, about 17
million people are added to the country’s population each year. This also increases the
demand for consumption goods tremendously.

e Low Agricultural Productivity:A major reason for poverty in the low productivity in the
agriculture sector. The reason for low productivity is manifold. Chiefly, it is because of
fragmented and subdivided land holdings, lack of capital, illiteracy about new technologies
in farming, the use of traditional methods of cultivation, wastage during storage, etc.

¢ Inefficient Resource utilisation:There is underemployment and disguised unemployment in
the country, particularly in the farming sector. This has resulted in low agricultural output
and also led to a dip in the standard of living.

e Low Rate of Economic Development:Economic development has been low in India
especially in the first 40 years of independence before the LPG reforms in 1991.

e Price Rise:Price rise has been steady in the country and this has added to the burden the
poor carry. Although a few people have benefited from this, the lower income groups have
suffered because of it, and are not even able to satisfy their basic minimum wants.
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¢ Unemployment:Unemployment is another factor causing poverty in India. The ever-
increasing population has led to a higher number of job-seekers. However, there is not
enough expansion in opportunities to match this demand for jobs.

Achievements in poverty alleviation over the years

e Decline in Extreme Poverty:Extreme poverty in India was 3% points lower in 2019
compared with 2011, as poverty headcount rate declined from 22.5% in 2011 to 10.2% in
2019, with a comparatively sharper decline in rural areas.

o Slight moderation in consumption inequality since 2011, but by a margin smaller
than what is reported in the unreleased National Sample Survey -2017.

o The extent of poverty reduction during 2015-2019 is estimated to be notably lower
than earlier projections based on growth in private final consumption expenditure
reported in national account statistics.

o The World Bank defines “extreme poverty” as living on less than USD 1.90 per
person per day.

e Rural vs Urban Poverty:Poverty reduction was higher in rural areas compared with urban
India as rural poverty declined from 26.3% in 2011 to 11.6% in 2019, while in urban areas
the decline was from 14.2% to 6.3% in the corresponding period.

o Rural and urban poverty dropped by 7 and 7.9% points during 2011-2019.

o Urban poverty in India rose by 2% in 2016, coinciding with the demonetisation, and
rural poverty rose by 10% in 2019.

e Small Farmers:Smallholder farmers have experienced higher income growth. Real incomes
for farmers with the smallest landholdings have grown by 10% in annualized terms between
the two survey rounds (2013 and 2019) compared to a 2% growth for farmers with the
largest landholding.

o The growth in incomes of smallest landholders in rural areas provides more evidence
of moderation in income disparity in rural areas.

o Smallest landholders comprise a larger share of the poor population.This income
includes wages, net receipt from crop production, net receipt from farming of
animal farming and net receipt from non-farm business. Income from leasing out
land has been exempted.

Measures needed
¢ Immediate support package will need to quickly reach both the existing and new poor.

o While existing safety net programs can be mobilized to get cash into the pockets of
some of the existing poor relatively quickly, this is not the case for the new poor.

o Infact, the new poor are likely to look different from the existing poor, particularly
in their location (mostly urban) and employment (mostly informal services,
construction, and manufacturing).

o theidentification of poor and vulnerable groups is need of the hour.
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o India should consider fixing a universal basic income in the post-Covid period
through a combination of cash transfers, expansion of MGNREGA, and introduction
of an urban employment guarantee scheme

¢ Employment generation for the masses:

o Alarge fiscal stimulus along with intermediate informal employment insurgency
through MGNREGA and other employment generation programmes are urgent to
rein the adverse impact of covid-19 on the welfare of the masses.

e Multilateral global institutions must support the developing nations:

o Oxfam is calling on world leaders to agree on an Emergency Rescue Package of 2.5
trillion USD paid for through the immediate cancellation or postponement of 1
trillion in debt repayments, a 1 trillion increase in IMF Special Drawing Rights
(international financial reserves), and an additional 500 billion in aid.

e An effective response in support of poor and vulnerable households will require significant
additional fiscal resources.

o Providing all the existing and new extreme poor with a cash transfer of $1/day
(about half the value of the international extreme poverty line) for a month would
amount to $20 billion —or $665 million per day over 30 days.

o Given that impacts are likely to be felt by many non-poor households as well and
that many households are likely to need support for much longer than a month, the
sum needed for effective protection could be far higher.

e Decision-makers need timely and policy-relevant information on impacts and the
effectiveness of policy responses.

o This can be done using existing, publicly available data to monitor the unfolding
economic and social impacts of the crisis, including prices, service delivery, and
economic activity, as well as social sentiment and behaviours.

o Inaddition, governments can use mobile technology to safely gather information
from a representative sample of households or individuals.

o Phone surveys can collect information on health and employment status, food
security, coping strategies, access to basic services and safety nets and other
outcomes closely related to the risk of falling (further) into poverty.

Conclusion and way forward

e The Global Multidimensional Poverty Index-2018released by the UN noted that 271 million
people moved out of poverty between 2005-06 and 2015-16 in India. The poverty rate in the
country has nearly halved, falling from 55% to 28% over the ten-year period. Still a big part
of the population in India is living Below the Poverty Line.

e Rapid economic growth and the use of technology for social sector programs have helped
make a significant dent in extreme poverty in the country.

|
Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 66



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS ‘o,

e Despite rapid growth and development, an unacceptably high proportion of our population
continues to suffer from severe and multidimensional deprivation. Thus, a more
comprehensive and inclusive approach is required to eradicate poverty in India.

Throwing light on the various ways to measure poverty, analyse various issues involved

in measurement of poverty in India. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The article discusses issues in the Multidimensional Poverty Index.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about various ways to measure poverty and issues in regards to poverty measurement.
Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by writing about importance of poverty measurement.

Body:

First, write about the various ways to measure poverty — National Sample Survey (NSS) based per
capita consumption, Income based poverty line, consumption-based poverty line, Poverty line basket,
Various committees and international standards etc.

Next, write about the various issues with poverty measurement in India.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward to overcome the above issues.

Introduction

Poverty can be defined as a condition in which an individual or household lacks the financial
resources to afford a basic minimum standard of living. Economists and policymakers estimate
“absolute” poverty as the shortfall in consumption expenditure from a threshold called

the “poverty line”.

The official poverty line is the expenditure incurred to obtain the goods in a “poverty line

basket” (PLB). Poverty can be measured in terms of the number of people living below this line (with
the incidence of poverty expressed as the head count ratio). The “depth” of poverty indicates how
far the poor are below the poverty line.

Body
Various ways to measure poverty

¢ Planning Commission Expert Group (1962), working group constituted by the Planning
Commission formulated the separate poverty lines for rural and urban areas (220 and %25
per capita per year respectively).

e VM Dandekar and N Rath (1971), made the first systematic assessment of poverty in India,
based on National Sample Survey (NSS) data.

o Unlike previous scholars who had considered subsistence living or basic minimum
needs criteria as the measure of poverty line, VM Dandekar and N Rath were of the
view that poverty line must be derived from the expenditure that was adequate to
provide 2250 calories per day in both rural and urban areas.
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o Expenditure based Poverty line estimation, generated a debate on minimum calorie
consumption norms.

e Alagh Committee (1979): Task force constituted by the Planning Commission under the
chairmanship of YK Alagh, constructed a poverty line for rural and urban areas on the basis
of nutritional requirements and related consumption expenditure.

o Poverty estimates for subsequent years were to be calculated by adjusting the price
level for inflation.

e Lakdawala Committee (1993): Task Force chaired by DT Lakdawala, based on the
assumption that the basket of goods and services used to calculate Consumer Price Index-
Industrial Workers (CPI-IW) and Consumer Price Index- Agricultural Labourers (CPI-AL)
reflect the consumption patterns of the poor, made the following suggestions:

o Consumption expenditure should be calculated based on calorie consumption as
earlier.

o State specific poverty lines should be constructed and these should be updated
using the CPI-IW in urban areas and CPI-AL in rural areas.

o Discontinuation of scaling of poverty estimates based on National Accounts
Statistics.

Tendulkar Committee (2009): Expert group constituted by the Planning Commission and, chaired by
Suresh Tendulkar, was constituted to review methodology for poverty estimation and to address the
following shortcomings of the previous methods:

e Obsolete Consumption Pattern: Consumption patterns were linked to the 1973-74 poverty
line baskets (PLBs) of goods and services, whereas there were significant changes in the
consumption patterns of the poor since that time, which were not reflected in the poverty
estimates.

¢ Inflation Adjustment: There were issues with the adjustment of prices for inflation, both
spatially (across regions) and temporally (across time).

e Health and Education Expenditure: Earlier poverty lines assumed that health and education
would be provided by the state and formulated poverty lines accordingly.

Issues involved in measuring poverty in India

¢ Monetary-based poverty measures are inadequate: In most cases, not all individuals who
are income poor are multidimensionally poor and not all multidimensionally poor individuals
are income poor.

o As per the Tendulkar estimation, the percentage of people living below the poverty
line in India is 21.9%. However, as pe Rangarajan estimation, the percentage of
people living below the poverty line in India is 29.5%.

e Economic growth does not always reduce poverty or deprivation. Several studies have
found that economic growth is not strongly associated with a reduction in other
deprivations, such as child malnutrition or child mortality.
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e Poverty as multidimensional: Poor people describe ill-being to include poor health,
nutrition, lack of adequate sanitation and clean water, social exclusion, low education, bad
housing conditions, violence, shame, disempowerment and much more.

¢ Need for more policy-relevant information on poverty, so that policymakers are better
equipped to deal with it: For example, an area in which most people are deprived in
education requires a different poverty reduction strategy from an area in which most people
are deprived in housing conditions

Conclusion

The World Health Organization has described poverty as the greatest cause of suffering on earth.
Poverty eradication should not be the goal of the government but the goal of the government
policies should be to create prosperity. Both monetary and non-monetary measures of poverty are
needed to better inform the policies intended to address the needs and deprivations faced by poor
populations.

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-
governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens
charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures.

By taking proactive steps to promote good governance, a country can create a robust
and responsive system that meets the needs of its citizens and contributes to

sustainable development. Discuss. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India

Why the question:

The goal to become a developed nation a hundred years from independence is a worthy challenge. It
can be achieved with the right mindset and people’s participation.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about good governance and its various dimensions and measures needed to achieve it.
Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by defining good governance.

Body:

First, elaborate up on the various components of good governance.

Next, discuss in detail various dimensions of good governance in India — administration, g-
governance, finances, infrastructure, welfare and people’s happiness etc.

Next, suggest reforms to achieve it.

Conclusion:

Conclude by stressing on the importance of good governance to India.

Introduction

The World Bank defines governance as the manner in which power is exercised in the management
of a country’s economic and social resources for development. Governance is defined as the
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exercise of power or authority by political leaders for the well-being of their country’s citizens or
subjects. A great deal about governance is the proper and effective utilization of resources.

The World Bank defined Good Governance as “the manner in which power is exercised in the
management of a country’s economic and social resources for development”..

Body

Good governance has 8 major characteristics. ‘It is participatory, consensus-oriented, accountable,
transparent, responsive, effective and efficient, equitable and inclusive and follows the rule of
law. It assures that corruption is minimized, the views of minorities are taken into account and that
the voices of the most vulnerable in society are heard in decision-making. It is also responsive to the
present and future needs of society.

Major Features of Good Governance:
e Participation

o People should be able to voice their own opinions through legitimate immediate
organizations or representatives.

o Thisincludes men and women, vulnerable sections of society, backward classes,
minorities, etc.

o Participation also implies freedom of association and expression.
e Transparency

o Information should be accessible to the public and should be understandable and
monitored.

o It also means free media and access of information to them.
e Rule of Law
o Legal framework should be enforced impartially, especially on human rights laws.

o Without rule of law, politics will follow the principle of matsya nyaya i.e. law of fish
which means the strong will prevail over the weak.

o Responsiveness

o This implies that processes and institutions should serve all stakeholders within a
reasonable time frame.

e Consensus oriented

o Consensus oriented decision-making ensures that even if everyone does not achieve
what they want to the fullest, a common minimum can be achieved by everyone
which will not be detrimental to anyone.

e Accountability

o Good governance aims towards betterment of people, and this can not take place
without the government being accountable to the people.
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o Governmental institutions, private sectors, and civil society organizations should be
held accountable to the public and institutional stakeholders.

e Effectiveness and Efficiency

o Processes and institutions should be able to produce results that meet the needs of
their community.

o Resources of the community should be used effectively for the maximum output.
e Equity and Inclusiveness
o Good governance assures an equitable society.
o People should have opportunities to improve or maintain their well-being.
Leveraging technology for good Governance
Legislation

e Technology-centric solutions can ensure work continuity in law-making institutions even
when meetings can’t be held physically.

e These online meetings of legislative bodies will help in the furtherance of debate and
deliberation on important issues.

o The establishment of e-legislature will help in reducing the frequent use of ordinances.

e Following this, Virtual parliament has been set up in the democracies like the UK, New
Zealand, etc.

e The use of ICT platforms will enable proper functioning of parliamentary committees.

e Also, the added advantage could be that the committee could get to hear a wide range of
stakeholders who might otherwise find it difficult to appear in person before the
committees.

Judiciary
e By adopting initiatives like e-courts judiciary may reduce the backlog of cases.
Executive

e Many state governments have adopted Information Technology to automate processes
like Digital Land Record management, Treasury management etc.

Participative democracy

e There is an unprecedented opportunity for community collective choice, whereby citizens
who are affected by a set of governing rules can help to select and frame policy, rank
spending priorities, and can, in partnership with their local government representatives,

e Such Mechanism may help in strengthening Social audit. For example, citizens can directly
give suggestions to the government on myGOV platform.

Steps required to promote Good Governance in India
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e There is imperative need to strengthen and widen the national public information
infrastructure through developing information networks for wider access of digital
information through wider use of information technologies.

e Changing the mindset of the government employees is important. This will be addressed to
organizing programmes for orientation, training and capacity building.

e States may be advised to establish an independent public grievance redressal authority to
deal with complaints of delay, harassment and corruption.

e Use of technology is critical in engendering good governance: Some examples abound in
Government already, and many more are possible.

e There are startups such as Avantari and ai which use artificial intelligence and machine
learning (Al/ML) to create “mass personalization” in advertising and communication.

e Good governance is also the responsibility of enlightened citizens who should give some
thought to complex trade-offs like these and not just only demand good governance but also
contribute to it.

e To ensure sustainable human development, actions must be taken to work towards this
ideal with the aim of making it a reality.

Conclusion:

Good governance is significant in public institutions to conduct and manage public affairs and
resources to guarantee human rights in free of abuse and corruption, and with due regard for the
rule of law. Good governance is thus, a function of installation of positive virtues of administration
and elimination of vices of dysfunctionalities. It makes the government work effective, credible and
legitimate in administrative system and citizen-friendly, value caring and people-sharing.

Digitisation of land records offer numerous benefits ranging from increased efficiency

and transparency to economic growth and rural development. Discuss. (250 words)
Difficulty level: Moderate.

Reference: Live Mint

Why the question:

With the government trying to nudge the private sector to invest in infrastructure projects, it is
imperative that land titles are properly recorded.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the benefits of digitisation of land records.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by giving context regarding land resource management.

Body:

Frist, write about the various steps taken towards digitisation of land records — Unique Land Parcel
Identification Number (ULPIN), National Generic Document Registry System (NGDRS) and
transliterating the land records in any language under Schedule VIl of the Constitution etc.
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Next, write about how these steps will provide substantial advantages in land use and economic
benefits. Also, write about limitations of the above.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

Digitization of land records was introduced to computerize all land records including
mutations, improve transparency in the land records maintenance system, digitize maps and survey,
update all settlement records and minimize the scope of land disputes. This would provide clear
titles of land ownership that could be monitored easily by government officials, facilitate quicker
transactions, and reduce disputes. Most importantly it would reduce construction timelines and
overall cost for the developer, the benefits of which can be transferred to consumer making
property prices more attractive.

Body
Some of the reforms in Budget 2022-23 Speech
e Unique Land Parcel Identification Number (ULPIN)

o Itis an Aadhaar-like identification for a land parcel or plot. Each land parcel or plot is
assigned a unique identification number.

o Like Aadhaar, the agencies and services can use the land database from anywhere in the
country to authenticate a farmer or the beneficiary’s identity for the purpose of delivery
of services.

¢ National Generic Document Registry System (NGDRS) — One Nation One Registration
Software System

o Itis undoubtedly a major initiative for urban property registration.

o Itis a software application platform that facilitates online registration of immovable
properties and documents as compared to the manual registration process used earlier.

¢ Transliterating the land records in any language under Schedule VIl of the Constitution.

o The objective is to break the linguistic barriers in land records.

o Presently, land records are largely in regional languages.

o These linguistic barriers need to be overcome in order to open up the national economy.
Need for digitization of land records:
¢ High litigation:

= A World Bank study from 2007 states that some estimates suggest that land-related
disputes account for two-thirds of all pending court cases in the country. These land
disputes include those related to the validity of land titles and records, and rightful
ownership.

= A NITI Aayog paper suggests that land disputes on average take about 20 years to be
resolved. Land disputes add to the burden of the courts, tie up land in litigation, and
further impact sectors and projects that are dependent on these disputed land titles.
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e  Agricultural credit:

Land is often used as collateral for obtaining loans by farmers. It has been observed that
disputed or unclear land titles inhibit supply of capital and credit for agriculture.

Small and marginal farmers, who account for more than half of the total land holdings,
and may not hold formal land titles, are unable to access institutionalised credit.

e Development of new infrastructure:

Land that was earlier used for farming, is now being used to set up industries, power
plants, manufacturing units, build roads, housing, and shopping malls.

However, several of the new infrastructure projects are witnessing delays, with land
related issues often being a key factor.

These delays occur because of non-availability of encumbrance free land (evidence that
the property in question is free from any monetary and legal liability), non-updation of
land records, resistance to joint measurement survey of land records, demands for higher
compensation by land owners, and filing of large number of arbitration cases by land
owners.

For example, obtaining a land ownership certificate can take around 60 days in Gujarat
and up to 12 months in Chennai and Odisha.

e Urbanisation and the housing shortage:

More recently, land use is also changing due to urbanisation and further expansion of such
urban areas.

While census towns are places with urban characteristics (population above 5,000, at least
75% of the population engaged in non-agricultural work, and a population density of at
least 400 people per sg. km.), statutory towns are urban areas with a local authority.

Under new schemes for urban development (Smart Cities Mission, AMRUT), cities are
trying to raise their own revenue through property taxes and land based financing. This
further necessitates the importance of providing a system of clear land titles in urban
areas.

e Benami transactions:

A Benami transaction is one where a property is held by or transferred to a person, but
has been provided for or paid by another person.

The White Paper on Black Money (2012) had noted that black money generated in the
country gets invested in Benami properties.

Unclear titles and non-updated land records enable carrying out property transactionsin a
non-transparent way.

The Standing Committee on Finance (2015) examining the Benami Transactions
Prohibition (Amendment) Bill, 2015 noted that generation of black money through Benami
transactions could be pre-empted and eliminated by digitisation of land records and their
regular updation.

w
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e Unused land:

= Alarge proportion of government land lies unused. A large part of the unused land is
high-value property in prime areas in major cities

= Land hoarding by government agencies has created artificial scarcityand is one of the
main drivers of skyrocketing urban real estate prices.

Challenges in digitization of land records:

¢ InIndia, we have a system of registered sale deeds and not land titles.

e The Transfer of Property Act, 1882, provides that the right to an immovable property (or
land) can be transferred or sold only by a registered document.

e These documents are registered under the Registration Act, 1908. Therefore,
the transaction gets registered, and not the land title.

e This implies that even bona fide property transactionsmay not always guarantee ownership,
as earlier transactions could be challenged.

¢ Land ownership is established through multiple documents maintained by different
departments, making it cumbersome to access them

e For example, sale deeds are stored in the registration department, maps are stored in the
survey department, and property tax receipts are with the revenue department

e These departments work in silos and do not update the data in a timely manner, which
results in discrepancies. One has to go back to several years of documentation to find
any ownership claims on a piece of property, which causes delays.

¢ The cost of registering property is high and, hence, people avoid registering transactions

e While registering a sale deed, the buyer has to pay a stamp duty along with the registration
fee.

e InIndia, stamp duty rates across states vary between 4% and 10%,compared to 1% and 4%
in other countries. The registration fee is an additional 0.5% to 2%, on an average.

e Under the Registration Act, 1908, registration of property is not mandatory for transactions
such as the acquisition of land by the government, property leased for less than one year,
and heirship partitions

Conclusion

A good land records system is a necessity for any harmonious and progressive society. The book
would ultimately lead to an improved land governance system, reduction in land disputes,
prevention of Benami transactions and a comprehensive Integrated Land Information Management
System in the country, by sharing best practices.

Value addition

Government efforts towards digitization of land records so far:
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e The land digitisation efforts in India received a new boost at both the Centre and state levels
after the launch of a survey of villages and mapping with improved technology in village
areas under the SVAMITVA scheme last year.

e The scheme seeks to confer land titles in so far unmapped and inhabited parts of rural India
and to distribute property cards in villages.

e The Digital India Land Records Modernization programme (DILRMP) was launched by
Government of India in August 2008. The objective of the programme was to streamline and
reduce the scope of land and property disputes, thereby improving transparency in the
maintenance of land records. The main aim of the programme was to computerize all land
records, digitize maps, upgrade the survey and settlement records and sustain the same.

e Karnataka was the first state in India to computerize land records under the “Bhoomi
Project” followed by Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu in the year 2001.

e Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal and Odisha are the best performing Indian states in land
record digitisation, according to an annual land records index prepared by Delhi-based think-
tank National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER).

e The NCAER’s Land Records and Services Index (NLRSI) 2020-21 released recently said nearly
all states and union territories — 29 out of 32 — showed a gradual improvement in their
efforts to digitise land records compared to the previous year.

Realizing the transformative power of Artificial Intelligence (Al) requires a robust global

governance mechanism. Discuss (250 Words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: IE

Why the question:

C Raja Mohan emphasizes that India must learn from its past disarmament idealism regarding
nuclear weapons as it navigates the challenges and opportunities of Artificial Intelligence (Al)
Structure of the answer:

Introduction: Define what is Al and its development in recent years.

Body:

Mention the various transformative powers of Al with examples.

Identify challenges and barriers in Governing it.

Next, mention the recent Al regulation mechanism developed including the Blanketly declaration.
Mention steps taken by India.

Next, write the limitations of current Al regulation steps.

Conclusion:

Conclude with how to address those limitations.

Introduction

Al is not a futuristic vision, but rather something that is here today and being integrated with and
deployed into a variety of sectors. This includes fields such as finance, national security, health
care, criminal justice, transportation, and smart cities.

The transformative power of Artificial Intelligence (Al) has the potential to reshape societies,
economies, and various aspects of human life. To harness its benefits and mitigate potential risks, a
robust global governance mechanism is essential.

Body
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Transformative power of Al

Economic impact: The widespread adoption of Al has the potential to stimulate economic
growth by creating new industries, job opportunities, and revenue streams. It can also lead
to the development of novel business models.

Smart cities: Al can contribute to the development of smart cities by optimizing
transportation systems, managing energy consumption, and enhancing public services. This
can lead to more sustainable and efficient urban living.

Healthcare Advancements: Al has the potential to revolutionize healthcare by improving
diagnostics, treatment planning, and drug discovery. Machine learning algorithms can
analyze medical data to identify patterns and assist in the early detection of diseases.

Automation and Efficiency: Al enables the automation of repetitive and routine tasks,
leading to increased efficiency in various industries. This can result in cost savings, improved
productivity, and the ability to allocate human resources to more complex and creative
tasks.

Autonomous Systems: The use of autonomous systems, such as unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) and ground-based robots, powered by Al, can enhance military capabilities. These
systems can be used for reconnaissance, surveillance, and even in certain combat situations,
reducing the risk to human lives.

Cyber Warfare and Defense: Al plays a crucial role in both offensive and defensive cyber
operations. Al-driven tools can be used to identify vulnerabilities, conduct automated
attacks, and develop countermeasures to protect critical infrastructure from cyber threats.

Surveillance and Reconnaissance: Al-powered surveillance systems can analyze vast
amounts of data from various sources, including satellite imagery, drones, and social media,
to enhance situational awareness. This capability is crucial for monitoring borders,
identifying security threats, and responding to potential risks.

Challenges of regulating Al

Velocity of change: To keep the corporate Al race from becoming reckless requires the
establishment and development of rules and the enforcement of legal guardrails. Dealing
with the velocity of Al-driven change, however, can outstrip the federal government’s
existing expertise and authority.

What to regulate: Because Al is a multi-faceted capability, “one-size-fits all” regulation will
over-regulate in some instances and under-regulate in others. The use of Al in a video game,
for instance, has a different effect—and should be treated differently—from Al that could
threaten the security of critical infrastructure or endanger human beings. Al regulation, thus,
must be risk-based and targeted.

Who will regulate: When OpenAl’s ChatGPT leapt out in front of other Al models to become
an online and media sensation it established a first mover advantage in the marketplace.
With new tools in various domains coming out every day, it becomes difficult whether it is
the government or the corporates that govern and regulate Al.

Al regulation measures by India
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e Draft National Al Strategy: In 2018, the Indian government released a discussion paper
outlining a draft National Al Strategy. The paper highlighted key areas of focus, including
research and development, skilling, and creating a legal and policy framework.

e NITI Aayog’s Al Policy Framework: NITI Aayog, the policy think tank of the Indian
government, released a comprehensive Al policy document that aimed to provide direction
for Al-related initiatives in the country. The framework covered areas such as research and
development, data infrastructure, skilling, and legal and regulatory aspects.

e Ethics and Regulation: The discussion around Al ethics and regulation has been gaining
prominence in India. There has been an acknowledgment of the need for ethical
considerations in Al development, particularly in areas such as bias mitigation and
transparency.

e MeitY’s Initiatives:

e The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) in India has been actively
involved in initiatives related to emerging technologies, including Al. MeitY has organized
events, conferences, and discussions to gather insights and perspectives on Al governance.

e Sector-Specific Regulations: Certain sectors in India, such as finance and healthcare, have
specific regulations that touch upon the use of Al. For example, the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has issued guidelines that include elements related to Al and machine learning in the
banking and financial sector.

e Data Protection Laws: India has been working on comprehensive data protection legislation,
known as the Personal Data Protection Bill. While this legislation primarily focuses on data
privacy, it is expected to have implications for Al applications, especially concerning the
handling of personal data.

¢ International Collaboration: India has participated in international discussions on Al
governance and has expressed interest in collaborating with other countries and
organizations to establish global norms and standards for Al.

Conclusion and way forward

e Regulating artificial intelligenceinvolves the creation of a simple regulatory framework that
defines the capabilities of Al and identifies those more susceptible to misuse.

e The government should prioritize data privacy, integrity, and security while ensuring
businesses have accessto data.

e Mandatory explainability should be enforced to eliminate the black-box approaches, which
will bringtransparency and help businesses understand the rationale behind every decision
made.

o To formulate effective regulations, policymakers must try tostrike a balance between the
scope of the regulation and the vocabulary used, and they should seek input from a variety
of stakeholders, including industry experts and businesses.
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India and its neighbourhood- relations.

Is India’s neighbourhood a proverbial Achilles heel of her foreign policy? Critically

analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The article discusses that most South Asian states are sceptical of India’s primacy in their own ways
Key Demand of the question:

To write about the nature of dynamic foreign policy and its limitations.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give a brief about India and its neighbourhood and its Neighbourhood first policy.

Body:

First, begin by mentioning the various dynamics of India with respect to its neighbours such as
Chinese diplomacy with Bhutan, Nepal & Sri Lanka, Taliban control over Afghanistan, Sri Lanka &
associated concerns for India, Role of Pakistan in Jammu & Kashmir security issues etc.

Next, deliberate upon the need for a strategic custom made approach with each neighbour such as
economic aides, socio-cultural engagements and exchanges, military drills, regional groupings etc
Conclusion:
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Conclude by writing a way forward.
Introduction

India’s neighborhood has often been described as a proverbial Achilles heel of its foreign policy,
indicating a vulnerability or weakness in its regional diplomacy. We are surrounded by unfriendly
China and Pakistan who have formed an anti-India axis. The smaller nations see India as showcasing
the Big Brother attitude and they have tried to move away from India’s influence.

Body

e Historical Conflicts: India’s neighborhood, particularly the South Asian region, has a history
of conflicts and territorial disputes. The longstanding issues with Pakistan over Kashmir and
historical tensions with China have at times strained India’s foreign relations.

e Security Concerns: Proximity to countries with security challenges, such as terrorism
emanating from Pakistan or border disputes with China, poses ongoing threats to India’s
national security. Managing these security concerns is a complex task that requires
significant diplomatic efforts.

e Eg BRI passing through PoK is a challenge to India’s sovereignity.

e Economic and Infrastructural Challenges: Many neighboring countries face economic and
infrastructural challenges, which can impact regional stability. India’s foreign policy must
navigate these challenges, and the economic disparities among neighboring countries may
affect cooperation and collaboration.

e Competing Influences: The presence of external actors, such as China, in India’s
neighborhood can complicate regional dynamics. Competing influences and strategic
interests of major powers can create challenges for India’s foreign policy initiatives within
the region.

e Eg: China’s string of pearls, including 99 year lease of Hambantota.

e Border Disputes: Ongoing border disputes, particularly with China, pose a continuous
challenge. These disputes require careful handling to avoid escalation and to find peaceful
resolutions. Eg: The deadly Galwan clash and the Doklam standoff before that have
created animosity/mistrust between India and China.

Counterarguments to the “Achilles Heel” Notion:

e Regional Initiatives: India has actively pursued regional initiatives, such as the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC). These initiatives reflect efforts to
enhance regional cooperation.

e Economic Integration: India has undertaken measures to enhance economic integration
with neighboring countries. Initiatives like the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) aim to
promote economic cooperation and reduce trade barriers within the region.

e Diplomatic Engagements: India has engaged in diplomatic efforts to address historical issues
and build constructive relationships with its neighbors. Bilateral dialogues, people-to-people
exchanges, and cultural diplomacy have been utilized to foster understanding and trust.
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e Security Cooperation: Despite challenges, India has engaged in security cooperation with
neighboring countries to address common threats, such as terrorism. Efforts to strengthen
regional security mechanisms have been part of India’s diplomatic agenda.

e Soft Power and Cultural Ties: India’s cultural diplomacy, soft power, and historical ties have
played a role in building relationships with its neighbors. Shared cultural affinities and
historical connections can serve as a foundation for positive engagement.

Conclusion

While India’s neighborhood presents challenges, labeling it as a proverbial Achilles heel
oversimplifies the multifaceted nature of its foreign policy. India’s engagement with its neighbors
involves a combination of historical, political, economic, and security considerations. While
challenges exist, India has also demonstrated resilience and adaptability in pursuing diplomatic
solutions, regional initiatives, and economic collaboration. The effectiveness of India’s foreign policy
in its neighborhood requires continuous evaluation and adjustments to address evolving regional
dynamics.

The civil war in Myanmar will adversely affect India’s Act East Policy. India should focus
on building a peaceful environment to put Myanmar back on the democratic map.

Critically examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

There seems to be a rejuvenation in the hopes for a return to democracy in Myanmar if recent events
in the civil war are anything to go by. The Tatmadaw (the junta) has never had a bigger challenge
until now since its February 2021 coup that ousted the National League for Democracy-led
government.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the importance of Myanmar to India’s act east policy and steps needed put Myanmar
back on a democratic path.

Directive word:

Critically examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question.
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the
topic and give a fair judgment.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin giving context regarding Indo-Myanmar relations.

Body:

In the first part, mention about the importance of Myanmar to India’s Act East Policy and recent
developments in Myanmar. Write about its impact on India’s Act East Policy.

Next, write the various options to ensure the return of democracy in Myanmar. Using U.N and
ASEAN, Bilateral diplomacy etc.

Next, write about the other measures of outreach that must be explored by India for a successful Act
east policy.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.
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Introduction

Myanmar (formerly called Burma) military grabbed power in a coup, third time in the nation’s
history since its independence from British rule in 1948. Military (also called Junta and Tatmadaw)
has alleged that the general elections held in November 2020 were full of irregularities and that
therefore, the results are not valid. This marked the end of Myanmar’s short-lived experience with
democracy which began in 2011, when military implemented parliamentary elections and other
reforms.

Myanmar today remains pessimistic about its future. Exactly two years ago, the military staged yet
another coup, snatching power from the elected leaders. It derailed the limited democracy of the
previous decade, violating the 2008 constitution which the generals had given to the people.

There seems to be a rejuvenation in the hopes for a return to democracy in Myanmar if recent
events in the civil war are anything to go by. The Tatmadaw (the junta) has never had a bigger
challenge until now since its February 2021 coup that ousted the National League for Democracy-led
government.

Body
Geo-strategic significance of Myanmar for India

e Geopolitical interests:Myanmar sits at the intersection of India’s ‘Neighbourhood First’
and ‘Act East’ policies, and therefore is an essential element in India’s practice of regional
diplomacy in the Indo-Pacific, and serves as a land bridge to connect South Asia and
Southeast Asia.

e Strategic location:It serves as a buffer between India and China. Myanmar has coastal
access to the Bay of Bengal. It connects Bangladesh, China and the restive North-eastern
states of India. It is also close to India’s Nicobar archipelago.

e National security:Myanmar-China border has become the epicentre of local armed
separatist groups operating on Myanmar soil, and Indian groups, ranging from ULFA in
Assam to the NSCN (IM) in Nagaland.

e Economic interests: India has interests in natural resources of Myanmar and also developing
certain projects like India—Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway and Kaladan multi-modal
project which is to link India’s landlocked north-eastern States to the Myanmar Port of
Sittwe, located in the Bay of Bengal. Instability in Myanmar will be a roadblock to these
ambitions.

e Countering China:A weakened Myanmar falling into the clutches of China as a satellite state
will pressurize India to do Beijing’s bidding in regional affairs.

Various options to ensure the return of democracy in Myanmar

e International efforts should provide strong incentives and support for critical democracies in
the region such as India, Japan and Indonesia to increase dialogue with and assistance for
pro-democracy political parties and non-state ethnic nationalities authorities in Myanmar.

e The United States should increase high-level diplomatic engagement with ASEAN to enhance
that organization’s resilience to attempts by China to undermine the role the bloc may play
in putting the country back on a path toward democracy.
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o Despite the military’s best effort to quash it, civil society in Myanmar persists and serves an
increasingly important role providing essential services to vulnerable communities and by
organizing anti-coup activities.

e The United States and other democracies should continue to provide financial and technical
support to civil society.

e Support political dialogues across Myanmar’s diverse, anti-coup movement. These include
dialogues under the People’s Representative Committee for Federalism and the National
Unity Consultative Council.

e Where possible, the United States should support solidarity and trust-building within the
anti-coup movement.

e Dialogues should aim to sincerely address past discrimination and abuses, including those by
the NLD and others who have held positions of power.

Approach to be taken by India

¢ India faces the most challenging dilemma on how to respond to the military coup in
Myanmar. India supports the process of democratic transition in Myanmar.

e Though India has expressed deep concern over recent developments in Myanmar, cutting
off from the Myanmar military is not a viable option as India has significant economic and
strategic interests in Myanmar and its neighbourhood.

e The dual power centres of the military and the civilian government that existed in Naypyitaw
until recently, suited India.

e While India’s national interests clearly lie in dealing with whoever is in power in
Myanmar, India would find it difficult to openly support the junta given the strong western
and American stance.

e Onthe other hand, it can ill-afford to offend the junta by actively seeking a restoration of
democracy there.

e India should continue to engage with the present regime in Myanmar working towards
mutual development of people of both the countries while it should support sharing
experiences in constitutionalism and federalism to assist Myanmar in resolving the
prevailing stalemate.

Conclusion

India is left with very few clear policy options. And yet, it must continue to maintain relations with
the government in power in Myanmar while discreetly pushing for political reconciliation in the
country. In the meantime, the focus must be on improving trade, connectivity, and security links
between the two sides.

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or
affecting India’s interests.
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India has made efforts to address child labour through legislative measures, social
programs, and international commitments. Despite these efforts, there are several
challenges that may hinder India’s ability to meet the international commitment to

eliminating child labour by 2025. Examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

A parliamentary standing committee on labour, textiles and skill development in its 52nd report on
‘National Policy on Child Labourers’ has said that it was “practically not possible” to meet the
international commitment to eliminating child labour by 2025.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the steps taken to eradicate child labour and further measures needed to end this
menace completely.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving statistics related to prevalence of Child labour in the country.

Body:

First, write in detail about the policy and programmatic interventions targeted and eliminating child
labour and its impact. Write about the factors which continue to the menace of child labour.

Next, write about the measures that are needed in order to end this menace completely.
Conclusion:

Conclude with way forward.

Introduction

Child labour typically means the employment of children in any manual work with or without
payment. It is a deep rooted social ill in India. As per the 2011 Census, in the age group 5-14 years,
10.1 million of 259.6 million constituted working children. Even though there was a decline in the
number of working children to 3.9% in 2011 from 5% in 2001, the decline rate is grossly insufficient
to meet target 8.7 of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which is to end child labour in
all forms by 2025.

A parliamentary standing committee on labour, textiles and skill development in its 52nd report on
‘National Policy on Child Labourers’ has said that it was “practically not possible” to meet the
international commitment to eliminating child labour by 2025.

Body
Current state of Child Labour in India:
Efforts taken to eradicate child labour in India:

e Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act(1986)to prohibit the engagement of children
in certain employments and to regulate the conditions of work of children in certain other
employments
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e Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Amendment Act, 2016 : The Amendment Act
completely prohibits the employment of children below 14 years.

e The amendment also prohibits the employment of adolescents in the age group of 14 to 18
years in hazardous occupations and processes and regulates their working conditions where
they are not prohibited.

e On World Day Against Child Labour (June 12) in 2017, India ratified two core conventionsof
the International Labour Organization on child labour.

e National Policy on Child Labour (1987), with a focus more on rehabilitation of children
working in hazardous occupations and processes, rather than on prevention.

e Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act2000and amendment of the JJ Act in
2006: includes the working child in the category of children in need of care and protection,
without any limitation of age or type of occupation.

e Section 23 (cruelty to Juvenile) and Section 26 (exploitation of juvenile
employee)specifically deal with child labour under children in need of care and protection.

e Pencil: The government has launched a dedicated platform viz. pencil.gov.in to ensure
effective enforcement of child labour laws and end child labour.

e The Right to Education Act 2009has made it mandatory for the state to ensure that all
children aged six to 14 years are in school and receive free education. Along with Article 21A
of the Constitution of India recognizing education as a fundamental right, this constitutes a
timely opportunity to use education to combat child labour in India.

e Amendments made to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Actprescribes severe punishment for people found guilty of retaining bonded
labour.

e The amendment stipulates rigorous imprisonment for those who force children to beg,
handle or carry human waste and animal carcasses.

e The draft National Policy for Domestic Workers, when goes into force, will ensure minimum
Rs.9,000 salary for household helpers.

e Every police station in the country has a separate cell for juvenile, women and child
protection.

e Many NGOs like Bachpan Bachao Andolan, CARE India, Child Rights and You, Global march
against child labour, RIDE India, Child line etc. have been working to eradicate child labour
in India.

Gaps still persist:

e  Multiple forms exist: Child labour is not uniform. It takes many forms depending upon the
type of work that children are made to do, the age and sex of the child and whether they
work independently or with families.

e Due to this complex nature of child labour, there is no one strategy that can be used to
eliminate it.
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¢ The absence of national legislation to give effect to global conventions on the employment
of children in hazardous industries, as well as on the minimum age of work.

e The lack of harmony between global commitments and domestic priorities.

e Incoherency between laws that prescribe a minimum age for employment and those for
completion of compulsory school education. It also means that the expansion of quality
universal basic education has to extend beyond the fulfilment of statutory provisions.

e Lack of effective labour inspections in the informal economy. Around 71% of working
children are concentrated in the agriculture sector, with 69% of them undertaking unpaid
work in family units.

Way forward:

e Abolition of child trafficking, elimination of poverty, free and compulsory education, and
basic standards of living can reduce the problem to a great extent.

e Strict implementation of labour laws is also essential in order to prevent exploitation by
parties or multinational companies

e Strengthening policy and legislative enforcement, and building the capacities of government,
workers’ and employers’ organisations as well as other partners at national, State and
community levels should be prioritized.

e Education:

o Spreading literacy and education is a potent weapon against the practice of child
labour, because illiterate persons do not understand the implications of child labour

o The single most effective way to stem the flow of school-aged children into child
labour is to improve access to and quality of schooling.

e Eradicate Unemployment:

o Another way to stop child labour is to eliminate or rein in unemployment. Because
of inadequate employment, many families cannot afford to meet all their expenses.
If employment opportunities are increased, they will be able to let their children
read and write and become worthy citizens

e Continued progress against child labour requires policies that help mitigate the economic
vulnerability of households. Accelerating progress towards universal social protection is key,
as social protection helps prevent poor households from having to rely on child labour as a
coping mechanism.

e Attitude change:

o Itisimportant that the attitudes and mindsets of people are changed to instead
employ adults and allow all children to go to school and have the chance to learn,
play and socialize as they should.

o A sector-wide culture of child labour-free businesses has to be nurtured.
Conclusion:
1
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Eliminating child labour is firmly placed within Goal 8 of the SDGs. A stronger nexus between the
discourse on SDGs and the discourse on eliminating child labour can take the advantage of
complementarities and synergies of a wide range of actors engaged in both areas of work. The fight
against child labour is not just the responsibility of one, it is the responsibility of all.

Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s
interests, Indian diaspora.

The European Union’s carbon tax has been a topic of debate, particularly concerning its
potential impact on developing countries like India. Carbon taxes can play a crucial role
in addressing climate change, they must be carefully designed and implemented to

ensure fairness, effectiveness, and broad acceptance. Examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

Union finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman recently minced no words in admonishing the European
Union for its decision to unilaterally impose a ‘carbon tax’ on all carbon-intensive goods entering the
region.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about carbon tax, its impact on India.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context of European Union’s carbon tax.

Body:

First, write about concept of the carbon tax and rationale behind it — a tax levied on the carbon
content of fuels, generally in the transport and energy sector. Carbon taxes are a form of carbon
pricing. The term carbon tax is also used to refer to a carbon dioxide equivalent tax, the latter of
which is quite similar but can be placed on any type of greenhouse gas or combination of greenhouse
gases, emitted by any economic sector.

Next, write about the limitations of the above and how it impacts developing countries like India.
Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

‘Carbon border tax’ can be defined as a penalty tax to discourage import of carbon-intensive goods
such as steel, aluminium, cement, fertilizers and electricity via carbon border adjustment mechanism
(CBAM). The aim is to help slash the EU’s overall greenhouse gas emissions 55% below 1990 levels
by 2030.

The EU Commission is pushing for the world’s first carbon border tax on imported goods. It plans to
levy the tax in a phased manner from 2026.

Body
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Background

e The 27-member European Union (EU) has been ramping up its climate action efforts with
the European Parliament, the bloc’s legislative body, adopting a rapid pace in climate
negotiations.

e Earlier this month, it voted to approve a sweeping deal to reform the EU’s carbon market to
cut emissions by 62% from 2005 levels by 2030.

e The carbon market mechanism has helped slashed power plant and factory emissions by
43% since 2005.

e The new reform, however, will phase out free CO2 permits to factories by 2034.

e Along with this phasing out of free carbon allowances, the EU will phase in another
ambitious and first-of-its-kind policy— the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM),
aimed at levelling the playing field for EU and non-EU manufacturers and spurring trading
partners to adopt carbon pricing regimes as a critical approach to the climate fight.

e |t aims to ‘incentivize’ greener manufacturing around the world and to protect European
industries from outside competitors who can manufacture products at a lower cost as they
are not charged for their carbon emission during the manufacturing processes.

e So, the carbon border tax is an indirect attempt to force emerging economies, including
India, to adopt cleaner (non-fossil fuel-based) practices to manufacture goods.

Impact on global market

e This makes operating within the EU expensive for certain businesses, which, the EU
authorities fear, might prefer to relocate to countries that have more relaxed or no emission
limits.

e Thisis known as ‘carbon leakage’ and it increases the total emissions in the world.

e trading partners such the United States, China, Russia and developing countries including
India, have opposed the measure, describing it as unilateral, “protectionist” and even a
trade weapon.

e China, the world’s biggest greenhouse gas emitter, has opposed the CBAM as a trade
barrier, while it is also planning to develop its own emissions trading market.

e China has asked the EU to justify its incoming carbon border tax at the WTO , a move that
indicates it may raise issues with the law in Geneva’s trade courts.

e Russia, the second-biggest exporter of steel to the EU, said the mechanism raise the prices
of key commaodities such as rolled steel and aluminum, meanwhile, its exports to the bloc
have recently declined because of the war in Ukraine.

Impacts on India:

e As per data from the commerce ministry, India’s third-largest trading partner, the EU
accounts for 11.1% of India’s total global trade.

e By increasing the prices of Indian-made goods in the EU, this tax would make Indian goods
less attractive for buyers and could shrink demand.
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e The tax would create serious near-term challenges for companies with a large greenhouse
gas footprint—and a new source of disruption to a global trading system already impacted by
tariff wars, renegotiated treaties, and rising protectionism.

e Alevy of $30 per metric ton of CO2 emissions could reduce the profit for foreign producers
by about 20% if the price for crude oil remained at $30-40 per barrel.

Long term impacts on India:
e The carbon tax mechanism may spur adoption of cleaner technologies.

e But without adequate assistance for newer technologies and finance, it would amount to
levying taxes on developing countries.

e ltis currently unclear how the EU would assess emissions of an imported product.
e There are many small businesses that will face difficulty in quantifying their emissions.
¢ And the additional costs will be passed on to the consumers, eventually.

e Also, possibly, the tax could discourage sectors and industries that are already adopting
cleaner technologies.

e Inthat case, it becomes another procedural and compliance hassle, and prove to be
counterproductive.

Way forward:

e The EU is a market that India needs to nurture and protect. Currently, India has surplus in
both trade and services with the EU.

e India should talk to the EU bilaterally to ensure that its exports with the latter are protected
either through an Free Trade Agreement or by other means and if there are adjustments and
standards that India needs to meet then it should look forward to fulfilling it.

e India is not an exporter of cement or fertilizers to the EU and on steel and aluminium too, it
is relatively smaller than other countries.

¢ India is not the target of this policy of the EU, the target is Russia, China and Turkey which
are large emitters of carbon and major exporters of steel and aluminium to the EU.

o There is little reason for India to be at the forefront of the opposition. It should rather talk
directly to the EU and bilaterally settle the issue.

e China has always followed the policy of ‘Keep Preparing While Protesting’.

e Itis talking about protesting against the carbon border tax. But side by side, it has already
started its own carbon trading system also claiming it to be the largest.

e Ifthe EU in future imposes this tax, India will be badly affected by it if it doesn’t set up its
own carbon trading system.

e India shall not be caught off guard in 2026 if the tax is imposed, it shall prepare for the best
as well as the worst.
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e India may not have a carbon trading system but its energy taxes if converted into carbon
equivalents would rank as very high.

e India already has measures of climate change mitigation in the country, it just needs to
convert them, devise them in ways which are compatible with important markets of India.

e The BASIC countries and other significant developing countries shall follow the policy of
collective persuasion at the global meetings for finding alternatives for climate change
mitigation rather than implementing such a policy.

Conclusion

A mechanism like Carbon Tax for charging imported goods at borders may spur adoption of cleaner
technologies. But if it happens without adequate assistance for newer technologies and finance, it
would rather become disadvantageous for the developing countries. As far as India is concerned, it
must assess the advantages and disadvantages that it is likely to face with the imposition of this tax
and talk to the EU with a bilateral approach.

Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate

The current structure of UN Security Council (UNSC) is often criticized for being
undemocratic, as it grants veto power to a select few, giving them disproportionate

influence. Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

The continued US support for Israel has been noted at the UN. It vetoed a resolution of the UN
Security Council that called for a ceasefire the previous week.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about key issues in UNSC, various reform proposals, and their potential implications.
Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by giving a brief context of UNSC.

Body:

First, write about the primary issues that prompt discussions about UNSC reform, including the
Council’s composition and the veto power of its permanent members. Discuss the need for increased
representation of African, Asian, and Latin American countries.

Next, write about the various limitations that hinder the above. Challenges and obstacles that have
hindered UNSC reform efforts, including differing national interests and concerns about dilution of
power.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward to overcome the above limitations.

Introduction

The UN Security Council is the premier global body for maintaining International peace and
security. The Security Council, the United Nations’ principal crisis-management body, is empowered
to impose binding obligations on the 193 UN member states to maintain peace. The Security Council,
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the United Nations’ principal crisis-management body, is empowered to impose binding
obligations on the member states to maintain peace.

India has time and again criticised the slow pace of UN Security Council reform process and opaque
methodologies, non-attribution of assertions and obfuscation of references by the member states
which are blocking the early reform of the UN. The continued US support for Israel has been noted
at the UN. It vetoed a resolution of the UN Security Council that called for a ceasefire the previous
week.

Body
India and UNSC

¢ India has adopted a multi-layered strategy to assume the long-awaited permanent seat in
the Security Council consisting of two components:

o Maximising support in the UN General Assembly and Minimising resistance in
the UN Security Council.

¢ India hopes that its continued engagement at various Global South forums such as G 77 and
NAM, African Union would garner much needed numbers in the UNGA. This is reflected in
India’s strong defence of the principle of sovereignty and the constant voluble criticism of
the “Responsibility to Protect.”

e India’s growing strategic partnerships with the P5, growing economic strength, including
the nuclear deals with US, Russia paints a favourable picture for Indian Explicit public
declarations supporting India’s candidature as a permanent member in the Council are
reiterated by countries like France, UK.

e India has also formed the G4 with Brazil, Germany, and Japan, its “coalition of the
willing”, and a “collaborative strategy” to negotiate reforms of the Council. The four nations
support each other’s bids for permanent seats on an expanded Security Council.

Need for UNSC reforms

e Membership: The current membership of UNSC reflect post-WWII structure. It doesn’t
actually reflect the changes that have occurred in the international system after the end of
the cold war.

o Emerging nations like India, Brazil, South Africa etc needs representation in the
UNSC as permanent members.

o The existing membership reflects a regional imbalance, with no representation from
Africa or Latin America and Europe being over-represented in the council.

e Changed Geopolitics: The Security Council’s membership and working methods reflect a
bygone era. Though geopolitics have changed drastically, the Council has changed relatively
little since 1945, when wartime victors crafted a Charter in their interest and awarded
“permanent” veto-wielding Council seats for themselves.

e Reforms Long Overdue: It was expanded only once in 1963 to add 4 non-permanent
members.
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o Although the overall membership of the UN has increased from 113 to 193 but no
change in the composition of the UNSC happened.

Inequitable economic and geographical representation: While Europe is over represented,
Asia is under represented. Africa and South America have no representation at al

Crisis of legitimacy and credibility: Stalled reform agenda and various issues including
its Interventions in Libya and Syria in the name of responsibility have put the credibility of
the institution in jeopardy.

North South Divide: The permanent UNSC membership of portrays the big North-South
divide in the decision making of security measures.

o Forinstance, there is no permanent member from Africa, despite the fact that 75%
of its work is focused on Africa.

Emerging issues: Issues such as transnational threats, deepening economic
interdependence, worsening environmental degradation also call for effective multilateral
negotiations based on consensus yet all critical decisions are still being taken by the veto-
wielding permanent members of the Security Council.

Way forward

The imbalances in power relationships among P5 and the rest of the world needs to be
corrected urgently.

Also, it is needed to reform the Security Council through an expansion in permanent and
non-permanent seats to enable the UN organ to better deal with the “ever-complex and
evolving challenges” to the maintenance of international peace and security.

India as the current one of the non-permanent members of the UNSC can start by drafting
a resolution containing a comprehensive set of proposals for reforming the UNSC.

Value Addition

India’s stature to get permanent membership

Founding member of UN.

World'’s largest democracy and both demographically and geographically holds a significant
position.

One of the fastest growing large economies in the world.

One of the largest contributors to UN peace keeping missions and India suffered highest
number of fatalities over the years, which is acknowledged time and again.

India is seen as a responsible power, which adheres to rule of law, global norms. India’s
elevation will make UNSC more credible, representative.

Throw light on the key takeaways from the recently held COP28 climate summit in

Dubai. Discuss further actions that are needed to tackle climate change. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate
Reference: Indian Express , Indian Express
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Why the question:

The COP28 climate meeting delivered some important outcomes.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the functions of civil society and their successes and limitations in India.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context of COP28.

Body:

First, write about various announcements at COP28 — resolutions on Loss and damage fund, fossil
fuels, methane emissions, funds to fight global warming, among others etc. Write about the
significance of the same.

Next, write about the further steps that are required to fight climate change.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

COP28, the 28th annual United Nations (UN) climate meeting, took place from November 30 to
December 12, 2023 in Dubai, United Arab Emirates (UAE). COP stands for the 28th Conference of
the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The conference is
where governments discuss how to prepare for and limit future climate change.

Recently concluded COP28 to UNFCCC in Dubai, delivered significant outcomes.
Body

Important outcomes of COP28:

Highlights Description

COP28 countries agreed to launch the Loss and
Damage (L&D) fund, hosted by the World Bank for
four years, aligning with UNFCCC and the Paris

Loss and Damage (L&D) Fund Agreement. All developing countries are eligible, and
contributions are voluntary, with a specific percentage
earmarked for Least Developed Countries and Small
Island Developing States.

COP28 released the fifth iteration of the Global
Stocktake (GST), adopting eight steps to limit

global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees C. These steps
Global Stocktake include:

1. Tripling renewable energy capacity by 2030 (to at
least 11,000 GW by 2030) and collectively
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double the global energy efficiency improvements
from around 2% to over 4% every year until 2030.

2. Phase-down of unabated coal power

3.  Accelerating efforts globally towards net zero by
around mid-century

4.  Accelerating zero and low emissions technologies
e.g., Nuclear, CCUS, Hydrogen

5. Transitioning away from fossil fuels in energy
systems, in a just, orderly and equitable manner, so as
to achieve net zero by 2050

6. Reducing non-CO2 emissions e.g., methane
emissions globally by 2030

7. Emissions reductions from road transport

8. Phasing out of inefficient fossil fuel subsidies

The text maintains continuity with COP26, balancing
global aspirations while recognizing diverse energy
needs

What is Global Stocktake?

Global stocktake is a process for countries to see
where they’re collectively making progress towards
meeting the goals of the Paris Agreement. As per the
Paris Agreement (2015), it was decided that countries
would assess their progress for the first time in

2023 and, then, every five years.

It noted that there is a need to cut 43% of GHG
emissions by 2030, compared to 2019 levels and
countries are off-track in meeting their climate goals.
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Global Cooling Pledge

Climate Finance

Global Goal on Adaptation (GGA)
framework

Triple Nuclear Energy

Powering Past Coal Alliance
(PPCA)

Coal Transition Accelerator

Coalition for High Ambition
Multilevel Partnership (CHAMP)

Buildings Breakthrough Initiative

66 national signatories committed to a 68% reduction
in cooling-related emissions by 2050

UNCTAD estimates that developed nations owe
developing countries $500 billion in 2025 under

the New Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG) for climate
finance, confirmed in the Paris Agreement.

The goal, starting at $100 billion annually, allocates
$250 billion for mitigation, $100 billion for adaptation,
and $150 billion for loss and damage.

With the current $100 billion goal unmet, developing
countries face debt distress.

Draft text introduced to enhance climate change
adaptation like Climate-Induced Water Scarcity
Reduction, Climate-resilient food and Agriculture
Production and Strengthening Resilience Against
Climate-Related Health Impacts

The text calls to triple global nuclear energy capacity
by 2050

PPCA, a coalition involving governments, businesses,
and organizations, focuses on transitioning from
unabated coal power to clean energy. At COP28, PPCA
welcomed new national and subnational
governments, advocating for cleaner energy
alternatives. India is not part of PPCA as it has not
committed to phasing out of coal.

Introduced for knowledge-sharing and financial
support in transitioning from coal.

65 national governments signed commitments
for enhanced cooperation with subnational
governments in climate strategies.

The goal of the Buildings Breakthrough Initiative is
to make near-zero emissions and resilient buildings
the new normal by 2030. The initiative is co-led by
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France and the Kingdom of Morocco, coordinated
under the umbrella of UNEP, and hosted by the Global
Alliance for Buildings and Construction (Global ABC)

COP28 Shortcomings:
e Lacked clear timelinesfor fossil fuel phase-out
e Ambiguity in the tripling of renewable energycapacity, raising uncertainty
e Absence of specific measurement criteria for the phase-down of coal

e Opposition from countries hindering progress on methane emission cuts including
India. India is not a part of the Global Methane Pledge

e Challenges in meeting urgent climate action expectations

e The global adaptation frameworkadopted lacks financial provisions and requires further
development

e With the current $100 billion goal of Climate Finance unmet, developing countries face debt
distress

e Loopholes Criticized:Some stakeholders, including the Alliance of Small Island States,
criticize the agreement for containing “a litany of loopholes,” challenging its transformative
potential.

e Compromise on Absolute Phase-Out:The absence of language mandating an absolute
phase-out of hydrocarbons underscores the challenging negotiations and compromises
made to secure the agreement.

e Call for Greater Ambition: Climate leaders like Manuel Pulgar-Vidalstress the need for
enhanced ambition and implementation to limit global warming effectively.

Conclusion

Developing nations urge wealthy countries to attain negative carbon emissions, not just reach net
zero by 2050. They assert that affluent nations, having used over 80% of the global carbon
budget, should grant developing nations their equitable portion of future emissions. Emphasis is
placed on the principles of common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities
(CBDR-RC) in the fight against climate change.

Also, experts advocate for global financial architecture reform to address structural issues and
support sustainable development.

In the context of COP 28, what is the ‘loss and damage’ fund? Critically analyse its
effectiveness in providing financial support to vulnerable countries and communities

that are most affected by the adverse impacts of climate change. (250 words)
Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The article discusses the challenges and failures faced by the transitional committee responsible for
addressing the Loss and Damage (L&D) fund during COP-28 (Conference of Parties — 28)
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Key Demand of the question:
To write about the concept of loss and damage and its effectiveness.
Directive word:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a
balanced judgment on the topic.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by defining the concept of Loss and Damage (L&D) fund and give context of COP28.

Body:

First, explain in detail the concept of Loss and Damage (L&D) fund and how it works in order to
ensure that vulnerable countries are compensated by rich countries.

Next, write about whether or not, rich countries have an obligation of compensate the poor countries
by taking in to account their historic emissions that have resulted in climate change. Write about the
effectiveness of the fund and limitations it faces

Conclusion:

Conclude by stating a balanced opinion.

introduction

Loss and damage refer to the negative consequences of climate change on human societies and the
natural environment. Climate change is affecting the frequency, intensity and geographical
distribution of extreme weather events such as storms, floods and heatwaves, and slow-onset
events such as sea level rise, ocean acidification, loss of biodiversity and desertification.

On the first day of COP 28, member countries unanimously agreed to operationalize a Loss and
Damage (L&D) fund, aimed at compensating nations already facing the impacts of climate change.
The fund, based at the World Bank but managed independently, has received commitments worth
at least $450 million. L&D fund was first announced during COP27 in Sharm el-Sheikh (Egypt) in
2022.

Body
About Loss and Damage

e ‘Loss and Damage’ has a distinct but contested meaning in the international climate
change policy It is predominately about how to support developing countries that are
particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change.

e All of these result in loss and damage, both economic and non-economic. Economic loss and
damage may include damage to crops, homes or infrastructure.

e Non-economic loss and damage may include harm to human health and mobility; loss of
access to territory, of cultural heritage and of indigenous and local knowledge; and loss of
and damage to biodiversity and habitats.

Need for rich nations compensating poor countries for Loss and Damage due to climate change

e Loss and Damage (L&D), which essentially tries to capture inability to cope with the effects
of warming. This is distinct from mitigation, or reducing greenhouse gas emissions, and
adaptation, or finding ways to live in a warmer world.
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e In Warsaw in 2013, all parties agreed to set up a new mechanism on L&D.

o The issue is important because even after GHG emissions are reduced and communities
adapt to climate change, there would still be loss and damage to people, livelihoods and
infrastructure as a result of their inability to cope with climate change.

e Atits heart, the demand for compensation for loss and damage from climate disasters is
an extension of the universally acknowledged “Polluter Pays” principle, that makes the
polluter liable for paying not just for the cost of remedial action, but also for compensating
the victims of environmental damage caused by their actions.

e Inthe climate change framework, the burden of responsibility falls on those rich countries
that have contributed most of the greenhouse gas emissions since 1850, generally
considered to be the beginning of the industrial age.

o The United States and the European Union, including the UK, account for over 50
per cent of all emissions during this time.

o If Russia, Canada, Japan, and Australia are included, the combined contribution
goes past 65 per cent, or almost two-thirds of all emissions.

e Historical responsibility is important because carbon dioxide remains in the atmosphere for
hundreds of years, and it is the cumulative accumulation of this carbon dioxide that causes
global warming.

e A country like India, currently the third largest emitter, accounts for only 3 per cent of
historical emissions. China, which is the world’s biggest emitter for over 15 years now, has
contributed about 11 per cent to total emissions since 1850.

e According to a recent report by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Efforts
(UNOCHA) the United States alone is estimated to have “inflicted more than $1.9 trillion in
damages to other countries” due to its emissions. Then there are non-economic losses as
well, including loss of lives, displacement and migration, health impacts, and damage to
cultural heritage.

Warsaw mechanism

e The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the 1994 international
agreement that lays down the broad principles of the global effort to fight climate change,
acknowledges the differentiated responsibility of nations.

e It makes it clear that rich countries must provide both the finance and the technology to
developing nations to help tackle climate change. However, the UNFCCC does not mention
loss and damage.

¢ In 2009, developed countries agreed to provide USS$ 100 billion every year from 2020 to
help developing nations fight climate change.

o However, they are struggling to fulfill this promise.

e It was after much struggle that developing countries and environment groups managed to
establish a separate channel on loss and damages. The Warsaw International Mechanism
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(WIM) for Loss and Damages, set up in 2013, was the first formal acknowledgment of the
need to compensate developing countries struck by climate disasters.

Conclusion

While including loss and damage into the COP’s formal agenda — instead of the WIM — is a good
beginning, it is just the first step. It might be several years before money actually begins to flow in to
compensate poorer countries. Also, past record suggests that the quantum of money put on the
table for climate change purposes is never commensurate to the requirements.
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	Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions and basic structure.
	The parliamentary form of government adopted by India has both strengths and weaknesses, reflecting its impact on the functioning and stability of the political system. Analyse. (250 words)

	Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act.
	The insufficient enforcement of the anti-defection law, particularly with the involvement of the speaker in deciding on disqualification proceedings, poses significant challenges to its effectiveness and fairness. Examine. (250 words)

	Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—Ministries and Departments of the Government; pressure groups and formal/informal associations and their role in the Polity.
	The establishment of an All-India Judicial Service (AIJS), with a strong emphasis on merit-based selection, has the potential to foster diversity in the judiciary by providing opportunities to talented individuals from diverse backgrounds. Examine. (2...
	The Supreme Court judgment upholding the abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A has paved the way for development opportunities and good governance in Jammu and Kashmir. Discuss. (250 words)

	Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein.
	The Finance Commission in India plays a crucial role in the system of fiscal federalism by ensuring an equitable distribution of financial resources between the central government and the state governments. Examine. (250 words)

	Parliament and State legislatures—structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges and issues arising out of these.
	Nurturing and encouraging debates in parliamentary proceedings is essential for effective governance and ensuring a healthy democracy. Discuss. (250 words)
	The House leaders — the Speaker and the Rajya Sabha chairman, who preside over parliamentary proceedings and represent the institution, are crucial for maintaining the integrity of the legislative process and must act in a non-partisan manner. Discuss...

	Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies.
	The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in India has faced various challenges that have hindered its performance and autonomy over the years. Analyse. (250 words)

	Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.
	Any legislative changes related to the Election Commission should be carefully examined to ensure that they uphold and strengthen the independence and authority of the commission. This is especially relevant in light of the recently passed ‘The Chief ...

	Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation.
	Promoting digital literacy is crucial for enhancing the quality of the labour force and ensuring that it can keep pace with the developmental needs of the contemporary times. Analyse. (250 words)
	The increase in education has not led to an increase in salaried jobs for women. Examine the reasons for low Female Labour Force Participation Rate in the country. (250 words)
	In the context of the recently introduced Ethanol Blending Programme (EBP), while ethanol blending can reduce carbon emissions and contribute to energy security, concerns persist regarding the potential implications for food security. Analyse. (250 wo...
	Empowered local governance is key for forest restoration and management in India. Illustrate using the case study. (10M)
	Examine the factors behind increasing cases of farmer suicides. What are the policy measures that are needed to prevent them? (250 words)

	Development processes and the development industry —the role of NGOs, SHGs, various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other stakeholders.
	Successful reform and strengthening of the cooperative sector require regulatory measures, financial support, and capacity-building initiatives to enhance the effectiveness of cooperatives. Analyse. (250 words)
	The non-communicable diseases (NCD) led deaths are largely preventable and by making healthier choices in our daily lives, individuals can significantly reduce their risk of developing these diseases. Discuss. (250 words)
	The India-Russia relationship has been characterized by stability, trust, and a commitment to strategic cooperation across various sectors. While the relationship is generally strong, both countries have also faced challenges and changes in their geop...

	Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the performance of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these vulnerable sections.
	Eradicating manual scavenging is not only about eliminating a harmful practice but also about addressing the socio-economic conditions that force individuals into such work. Analyse. (250 words)
	Governments statistical data is essential to government for policy-making, planning and to track welfare developments over a long period with considerable accuracy. Analyse. (250 words)

	Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, Education, Human Resources.
	Suicide inflicts profound damage, necessitating multi-sectoral collaborations to achieve a significant reduction in mortality rates in India. Discuss (15M)

	Issues relating to poverty and hunger.
	Ending poverty requires a comprehensive and integrated approach that addresses the root causes of poverty, focusing not only on income but also on education, healthcare, gender equality, and sustainable development. Analyse. (250 words)
	Throwing light on the various ways to measure poverty, analyse various issues involved in measurement of poverty in India.  (250 words)

	Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures.
	By taking proactive steps to promote good governance, a country can create a robust and responsive system that meets the needs of its citizens and contributes to sustainable development. Discuss. (250 words)
	Digitisation of land records offer numerous benefits ranging from increased efficiency and transparency to economic growth and rural development. Discuss. (250 words)
	Realizing the transformative power of Artificial Intelligence (AI) requires a robust global governance mechanism. Discuss (250 Words)

	India and its neighbourhood- relations.
	Is India’s neighbourhood a proverbial Achilles heel of her foreign policy? Critically analyse. (250 words)
	The civil war in Myanmar will adversely affect India’s Act East Policy. India should focus on building a peaceful environment to put Myanmar back on the democratic map. Critically examine. (250 words)
	India has made efforts to address child labour through legislative measures, social programs, and international commitments. Despite these efforts, there are several challenges that may hinder India’s ability to meet the international commitment to el...

	Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests, Indian diaspora.
	The European Union’s carbon tax has been a topic of debate, particularly concerning its potential impact on developing countries like India. Carbon taxes can play a crucial role in addressing climate change, they must be carefully designed and impleme...

	Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate
	The current structure of UN Security Council (UNSC) is often criticized for being undemocratic, as it grants veto power to a select few, giving them disproportionate influence. Analyse. (250 words)
	Throw light on the key takeaways from the recently held COP28 climate summit in Dubai. Discuss further actions that are needed to tackle climate change.  (250 words)
	In the context of COP 28, what is the ‘loss and damage’ fund? Critically analyse its effectiveness in providing financial support to vulnerable countries and communities that are most affected by the adverse impacts of climate change.  (250 words)


