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General Studies-2; Topic: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements 
involving India and/or affecting India’s interests. 

 

Indo-Pacific Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA) 
 
Introduction  

• The Indo-Pacific region holds a central place in global geopolitics. 

• Indo-Pacific Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA) initiative, announced by the Quad grouping, is 
a testament to free, open, inclusive and rules-based Indo-Pacific. 

• It seeks to establish a comprehensive system for monitoring and securing maritime activities in the 
Indo-Pacific. 

 
Need for IPMDA 

• Building partnerships is instrumental in ensuring the security and stability of the Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR). 

• For ensuring the safety of critical sea lines of communication. 

• For responding to natural disasters, conducting joint exercises, and sharing critical maritime 
information. 

• The region is significant for global peace and prosperity. 
 
Need for readiness 

• Recent events from the stand-off with China in eastern Ladakh, the conflicts in Ukraine and now in 
West Asia, serve as a stark reminder of the need for resilience and readiness. 
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• To secure maritime interests, including energy and trade routes, as well as supply chain 
vulnerabilities. 

• Importance of integrated joint operations and a holistic approach to national defence. 

• Indian Navy’s Information Fusion Centre for Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) has greatly improved 
the situational awareness in the region.  

 
Intelligence sharing 

• Navies are able to respond more effectively to maritime threats, piracy, and other security concerns. 

• Sharing of intelligence and information also contribute to enhanced Maritime Domain Awareness 
[MDA].  

• This provide better management of marine resources and environmental protection. 

• The Indian Navy’s role in supporting the nation’s security extends beyond the seas. 
 
Indian Navy 

• The Navy currently has over 140 ships and submarines and is targeting a 170 to 180 Navy by 2028.  

• The Navy’s engagements and tempo of exercises has significantly gone up in the last few years. 

• These are further amplified by the bilateral logistics, Navy to Navy and information sharing 
agreements that India has concluded with several countries.  

• India has also taken up capacity building to assist littoral states in augmenting their armed forces.  

• Senior defence officials had termed exercise Malabar with Australia, Japan and the U.S. as the most 
complex naval exercise India does with any other country. 

 
Security Challenges 

• IOR has multiple security challenges as it contains major shipping lines and nearly 1,20,000 ships 
transit through various choke points. 

• The region is the centre of gravity of piracy and trans–national crimes and also locus of 70% of 
world’s natural disasters. 

• Around 120 warships of extra–regional navies are in the IOR at any point of time. 

• The Chinese naval presence in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) has steadily been increasing since 2008 
 

Way Forward 

• The centre must continue to strengthen its efforts in enhancing Maritime Domain Awareness [MDA]. 

• Sharing best practices and fostering a sense of collective responsibility among like-minded nations 
and organisations. 
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