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1. Economy

1) Which of the following is/are the Effects of Inflation?

1. Usually lenders suffer and borrowers benefit out of inflation.

2. Holding money remains an intelligent economic decision during inflation.

3. With every inflation the currency of the country appreciates in a flexible currency regime.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: a)
Only statement 1 is correct.

Inflation redistributes wealth from creditors to debtors, i.e., lenders suffer and borrowers benefit out of
inflation. The opposite effect takes place when inflation falls (i.e., deflation).

With every inflation the currency of the economy depreciates (loses its exchange value in front of a foreign
currency) provided it follows the flexible currency regime.

Holding money does not remain an intelligent economic decision (because money loses value with every
increase in inflation).

2) Consider the following statements.
1. The cost of capital is a combination of the cost of equity and the cost of debt.
2. When the bond yields go up, the cost of capital goes down.
3. The valuation of equities is done by discounting future cash flows.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 2 is incorrect.

When inflation goes up, and the interest rates also go up, the cost of capital will also go up. The cost of capital is a
combination of the cost of equity and the cost of debt. When the bond yields go up, the cost of capital goes up,
and therefore the future cash flows of the company will be valued lower. ...The valuation of equities is done by
discounting future cash flows. When the rate of discounting goes up, obviously, equity valuations go down.

Source

3) Consider the following statements.

1. Import substitution is an inward-looking trade strategy aimed at replacing imports with domestic

production.

2. Import cover is the number of months of imports that could be paid for by a country’s Forex reserves.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) 1only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2
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d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: d)

Import cover is the number of months of imports that could be covered for by a country's international
reserves. Import cover is an important indicator of the stability of a currency.

'Import Substitution' (IS) generally refers to policy that eliminates the importation of the commodity and allows
for the production in the domestic market. The objective of this policy is to bring about structural changes in the
economy.

4) Which of the following statements best describe the ‘hawkish stance in RBI monetary policy’?
a) RBI’s top priority is to keep the inflation low.
b) Cut in the interest rate by RBI is off the table.
c) RBI can either cut rate or increase rate.
d) RBI is prepared to expand the money supply to boost economic growth.

Solution: a)

A hawkish stance indicates that the central bank’s top priority is to keep the inflation low. During such a phase,
the central bank is willing to hike interest rates to curb money supply and thus reduce the demand. A hawkish
policy also indicates tight monetary policy.

5) The economic theory of wage-price spiral is mainly used in the context of
a) Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
b) Current Account Deficit
c) Balance of Payments
d) Inflation

Solution: d)

What is the wage-price spiral?

If prices go up, it is natural that workers will ask for higher wages. But if wages go up, it only fuels the overall
demand, while doing nothing to boost the supply. End result: inflation surges further because while a worker has
more money, so does his colleague. When they go to the market then the only thing that changes is the price of
the good — in other words, inflation rises.

Raising interest rates slows down overall economic activity and demand, often leading to job losses. Through this
rather unjust and iniquitous method, the central banks prevent a wage-price spiral and consequent inflation.

6) Consider the following statements.

1. Deflation refers to a period when even though prices are rising it is happening at a slower rate each
passing month.

2. Disinflation is the exact opposite of inflation.

3. Reflation typically follows deflation as policymakers try to pump up economic activity either by
government spending more and/or interest rates being reduced.
How many of the above statements are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: a)
Only statement 3 is correct.

INSIGHTSIAS
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Disinflation refers to the trend when the inflation rate decelerates. Suppose it was 10% in April, 7% in May and
5% in June. This is disinflation. In other words, disinflation refers to a period when even though prices are rising
(or inflation is happening), it is happening at a slower rate each passing month.

Deflation is the exact opposite of inflation. Imagine if the general prices level in June was 5% lower than what it
was in June last year. That’s deflation.

Reflation typically follows deflation as policymakers try to pump up economic activity either by government
spending more and/or interest rates being reduced.

7) The Special and Differential Treatment (S&D or SDT) provisions under the World Trade Organization (WTO)
are meant for
a) Protecting trade in indigenous goods and services
b) Promoting organic products exports and imports
c) safeguarding the trade interests of developing countries
d) Reducing total emissions from trade

Solution: ¢)

The WTO Agreements contain special provisions which give developing countries special rights and which give
developed countries the possibility to treat developing countries more favourably than other WTO Members.
These special provisions include, for example, longer time periods for implementing Agreements and
commitments or measures to increase trading opportunities for developing countries.
These provisions are referred to as “special and differential treatment” (S&D) provisions.
The special provisions include:

e longer time periods for implementing Agreements and commitments,

e measures to increase trading opportunities for developing countries,

e provisions requiring all WTO members to safeguard the trade interests of developing countries,

e support to help developing countries build the capacity to carry out WTO work, handle disputes, and

implement technical standards, and
e provisions related to least-developed country (LDC) Members.

8) Consider the following statements.

1. Pro-cyclical fiscal policy stabilizes the business cycle by being contractionary (reduce spending/increase
taxes) in good times and expansionary (increase spending/reduce taxes) in bad times.

2. Counter-cyclical fiscal policy becomes critical during an economic crisis.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

While counter-cyclical fiscal policy is necessary to smooth out economic cycles, it becomes
critical during an economic crisis.

Relevance of Counter-cyclical Fiscal Policy:

Indian Kings used to build palaces during famines and droughts to provide employment and improve the

economic fortunes of the private sector. Economic theory, in effect, makes the same recommendation: in a
recessionary year, Government must spend more than during expansionary times. Such counter-cyclical fiscal
policy stabilizes the business cycle by being contractionary (reduce spending/increase taxes) in good times and
expansionary (increase spending/reduce taxes) in bad times. On the other hand, a pro-cyclical fiscal policy is

the one wherein fiscal policy reinforces the business cycle by being expansionary during good times and
contractionary during recessions.
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2. Ecology and Environment

1) Consider the following statements regarding Open Natural Ecosystems (ONEs) in India.

1. Open Natural Ecosystems (ONEs) are diverse ecosystems which include woodland savannas, scrublands
and grasslands, to rocky outcrops, ravines and dunes.

2. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 protects against the diversion of ONEs for development
purposes.

3. They also have animal species like black buck and great Indian bustard.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 2 is incorrect.

When we recently mapped these Open Natural Ecosystems (ONEs), we discovered that they are staggeringly
diverse, ranging from woodland savannas, scrublands and grasslands, to rocky outcrops, ravines and dunes.

ONEs also have a remarkable assemblage of animal species, many of which, such as the black buck and the
critically endangered great Indian bustard, occur only in the Indian subcontinent.

India’s ONEs continue to be misunderstood, misrepresented, and destroyed. Successive governments have
carried forward a colonial legacy of terming ONEs as ‘wastelands’ and sought to make them ‘productive’; they
have tried to ‘develop’ them, thereby incentivising their erasure. Unlike with forests, there are no conservation
laws that protect against diversion of biodiversity-rich ONEs.

Source

2) To be classified as a wetland under Ramsar Convention, the wetland should have which of the following
properties?
1. The water in the wetland can be static or flowing
2. It should be a natural wetland and not artificially formed
3. The depth of the marine water at low tide must not exceed six meters
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 2 is incorrect.

The Ramsar Convention on Wetlands defines wetlands as “areas of marsh, fen, peat land or water, whether
natural or artificial, permanent or temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt,
including areas of marine water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed six meters”.

3) MISHTI programme that was announced in the Union Budget 2023-24 is related to
a) Mechanize septic tank cleaning and sewer cleaning in towns and cities
b) Developing the rural areas in the northern border states
c) Mangrove plantation along the coastline

INSIGHTSIAS
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d) Molasses based ethanol blending project

Solution: c)

MISHTI is a new programme that will facilitate mangrove plantation along India’s coastline and on salt pan
lands. The programme will operate through “convergence between MGNREGS, Campa Fund and other sources.

This new programme will aim at intensive afforestation of coastal mangrove forests. India has such forests on
both its Eastern and Western coasts with the Sundarbans in Bengal being one of the largest mangrove forests on
the planet.

4) Consider the following statements regarding Biogas.

1. Biogas is a co-product of the anaerobic digestion of biodegradable waste such as agricultural waste and
animal waste.

2. Anaerobic digestion of biodegradable waste yields liquid fertiliser and fermented organic manure
(FOM).

3. Carbon dioxide, ammonia and nitrogen together constitute the maximum share of Biogas.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 3 is incorrect.

Biogas is a co-product of the anaerobic digestion (under the absence of oxygen) of biodegradable waste such as
agricultural waste, animal waste like dung and segregated organic fraction of municipal solid waste.

Anaerobic digestion yields a variety of products in three different formats. The slurry obtained from the process is
usually passed through a solid-liquid separation unit to extract the liquid by-product, known as liquid fertiliser
and the solid fraction, known as fermented organic manure (FOM).

The co-product obtained in the liquid fraction is usually re-circulated and used in the digestion process, while the
solid fraction can be used as a soil conditioner or fertiliser.

The gaseous fraction obtained in the process is known as biogas. Biogas contains about 55-65 per cent methane,
35-44 per cent of carbon dioxide and traces of other gases such as hydrogen sulphide, ammonia and nitrogen.

5) Consider the following statements regarding Ramsar Convention.
1. Designation of a wetland under Ramsar Convention will lead to funding from the Ramsar secretariat.
2. Every Ramsar Site in India is a notified protected area under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
3. The Ramsar designation for a wetland can be taken off if the country does not meet the required
standards.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: a)
Only statement 3 is correct.

Ramsar secretariat designating a wetland as wetland of global importance may not lead to any extra funding by
the global body.
www.insightsonindia.com 6 "’
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But from the management point of view, it is like an accreditation. It is like an I1SO certification. They can take you
off the list as well if you don’t meet their standards continuously.

Not every Ramsar Site is a notified protected area under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

6) Consider the following statements.

1. Deemed forest is forest land that has been notified by the Centre or States.

2. Protection under the Forest Act means that land cannot be diverted without the consent of the Centre
as well as gram panchayats.

3. The Forest Act puts the onus on those diverting land, to grow trees on an equivalent plot of land twice
the razed area, along with a significant monetary penalty.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 1 is incorrect.

‘Deemed forest’ is forest land that has not been notified as such by the Centre or States. The
1996 Godavarman verdict by the Supreme Court enjoined States to bring in such unrecorded land that conformed
to the ‘dictionary’ meaning of forest.

Protection under the Forest Act means that land cannot be diverted without the consent of the Centre as well
as gram panchayats.

It also puts the onus on those diverting land to grow trees on an equivalent plot of land twice the razed area,
along with a significant monetary penalty.

The Forest Act, 1980, now renamed as the Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam — translated as Forest
Conservation and Augmentation — only accords protection to a forest that has been declared so in accordance
with the provisions of the Forest Act, 1927 and also land that has been specifically notified as forest on or after
October 25, 1980. In 1996, the Supreme Court expanded the remit of the Act to areas that were not notified as
forest but conformed to the “dictionary” definition of forests.

Source

7) Consider the following statements.

1. More than half of the total amount of oxygen in the earth’s atmosphere is created by creatures in the
ocean.

2. Territorial waters as defined by UNCLOS make up more than half of the surface of the Earth.

3. Oceans store more carbon dioxide than what’s currently found in the earth’s atmosphere.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)2,3

b)1,3

c)1,2

d1i,23

Solution: b)

Fishing, shipping, tourism and ocean protection are currently controlled by around 20 organizations. However,
their regulations only apply to a distance of 200 nautical miles (370 kilometers) from the coast. Farther out,

international waters start, and individual states don’t have any power or say.
[ J
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Although the high seas make up more than half of the surface of the Earth and 61% of all oceans, only 1% of
international waters are under protection.

The ocean isn’t just important for beach tourists and fishers. We also need it in order to generate sustainable
wave and tidal energy, as well as for the production of commodities and even medicine.

Some agents used to fight leukemia, for instance, are derived from a shallow water sponge called Tectitethya
crypta, which can be found in the waters of the Caribbean. The poison of the fish-eating sea snail Conus magus is
being used to develop an effective painkiller.

More than half of the total amount of oxygen in our atmosphere is created by creatures in the ocean. At the
same time, oceans store 50 times more carbon dioxide than what’s currently found in our atmosphere. The
warmer the ocean gets, the less CO2 it can store. It’s a vicious cycle: the warmer it gets, the less our oceans can
protect the planet from even more extreme weather events.

If temperatures keep increasing at their current speed, scientists believe many shellfish such as mussels and snails
will not survive. That’s due to ocean acidification: if the CO2 content in the seawater increases, the PH level in the
water changes. The increasing acidity hampers the creation of the chalky shells of the animals. This throws entire
biospheres off-balance, and could threaten entire economic sectors, such as the breeding of oysters and mussels.

8) Consider the following pairs.

1. Virunga National Park: Peru

2. Yellowstone National Park: Ecuador

3. Galapagos Islands: Greece

4. Mount Athos: Democratic Republic of Congo
How many of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?

a) Only two

b) Only three

c) All four

d) None

Solution: d)

Virunga National Park, Democratic Republic of Congo, is home to diverse wildlife, including mountain gorillas and
endangered African elephants.

Yellowstone National Park, USA, serves as a living laboratory for studying geothermal features and wildlife
behaviour.

Galapagos Islands, Ecuador, attract scientists and tourists interested in understanding and protecting unique
species.

Mount Athos, Greece, sustains monastic communities that practice sustainable agriculture and forestry.

9) Consider the following statements regarding Red Sand Boa.
1. The red sand boa is the most venomous snake that lives in the dry parts of the Indian subcontinent.
2. It’s also known as the Indian sand boa.
3. ltis classified as ‘Critically Endangered’ by the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) with a declining population trend.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

www.insightsonindia.com 8 " LSICHISIES
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Solution: a)
Only statement 2 is correct.

About Red Sand Boa:
e The red sand boa (Eryx johnii) is a non-venomous snake that lives in the dry parts of the Indian
subcontinent.
e It's also known as the Indian sand boa. The red sand boa is a thick-set snake that’s usually reddish-
brown, known for its blunt tail, which it uses to mimic its head when it senses a threat.
e Classified as ‘Near Threatened’ by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) with
a declining population trend.
e Thered sand boa is highly sought after in the illegal wildlife trade due to its demand in the pet trade and
its use in black magic.
sy,

Source

10) Which of the following technologies are considered as climate engineering?

1. Stratospheric aerosol injection

2. Marine cloud brightening

3. Mirrors in space

4. Direct air capture and carbon storage

5. Bioenergy with carbon capture and storage
How many of the above options are correct?

a) Only two

b) Only three

c) Only four

d) All five

Solution: d)

Climate engineering (or geoengineering) has been used as an umbrella term for both carbon dioxide removal and
solar radiation management (or solar geoengineering), when applied at a planetary scale.

Specific technologies that fall into the "climate engineering" umbrella term include:
Carbon dioxide removal

e Biochar - Biochar is a high-carbon, fine-grained residue that is produced via pyrolysis

e Bioenergy with carbon capture and storage (BECCS) - the process of
extracting bioenergy from biomass and capturing and storing the carbon, thereby removing it from the
atmosphere.

e Direct air capture and carbon storage - a process of capturing carbon dioxide directly from the ambient
air (as opposed to capturing from point sources, such as a cement factory or biomass power plant) and
generating a concentrated stream of CO2 for sequestration or utilization or production of carbon-neutral
fuel and windgas.

Solar Radiation Management
e Marine cloud brightening - a proposed technique that would make clouds brighter, reflecting a small
fraction of incoming sunlight back into space in order to offset anthropogenic global warming.

www.insightsonindia.com 9 "
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e Mirrors in space (MIS) - satellites that are designed to change the amount of solar radiation that impacts
the Earth as a form of climate engineering.

e Stratospheric aerosol injection (SAl) - a proposed method to introduce aerosols into the stratosphere to
create a cooling effect via global dimming and increased albedo, which occurs naturally from volcanic
eruptions.

11) Consider the following statements.
1. Seaweeds are a type of marine algae, often found in coastal waters.
2. Seaweed species such as kelps provide essential nursery habitat for fisheries and other marine species.
3. Sagar Parikrama Yatra aims to raise awareness about sustainable marine resource use and promote
schemes for coastal communities.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: c)

Seaweeds are a type of marine algae, often found in coastal waters. It can vary in size and colour and is used in
various industries, including food, cosmetics, and agriculture. Seaweed is rich in nutrients and has diverse
applications worldwide.

Seaweed species such as kelps provide essential nursery habitat for fisheries and other marine species and thus
protect food sources; other species, such as planktonic algae, play a vital role in capturing carbon, producing at
least 50% of Earth's oxygen.

About Sagar Parikrama Yatra

It aims to raise awareness about sustainable marine resource use and promote schemes for coastal communities.
It emphasizes a balance between marine resource use for food security and livelihoods while protecting marine
ecosystems.

Source

12) Consider the following statements regarding Ecocide.

1. Ecocide refers to the wilful and extensive destruction or damage to the environment that results in
long-term consequences.

2. Ecocide is not considered as a crime in any country.

3. India has fully embraced ecocide in its environmental laws.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: a)

Only statement 1 is correct.

INSIGHTSIAS
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8{\ &fb Ecocide

\Fli\ Context: Several countries, including Mexico, are considering ecocide
o l\(;] legislation to criminalize environmental damage that harms humans,
J\%@'—}\\S animals, and plant species.

L:*ks_ﬁ&tv Description

Definition Ecocide refers to the wilful and extensive destruction, damage, or harm to the
environment, including ecosystems, that results in severe and long-term
consequences.

Examples U.S. military’s use of Agent Orange (an herbicide) during the Vietham War

Nova Kakhovka Dam Collapse (2023): This incident, under investigation for
Russia's involvement, led to a catastrophic flood affecting 40 regions in Ukraine. It
also resulted in oil spillage and toxic leakage into the Black Sea.

Proposed Maya Train Project: Mexico's $20 billion Maya train project, spanning
1,525 km, has been labelled a "megaproject of death.” It endangers the Yucatan
peninsula’s wildlife, caves, and indigenous communities, raising concerns about
its environmental impact.

Origins The term ecocide was coined in the 1970s (by Biologist Arthur Galston) and
gained prominence as a response to environmental destruction, particularly in the
context of warfare, industrialization, and development projects.

Legal Status Ecocide is a crime in 11 countries, and many more are considering legislation to
criminalize environmental damage.

European The European Parliament voted unanimously to enshrine ecocide in law,
Parliament recognizing the need for legal instruments to protect the environment.
Purpose Ecocide laws aim to provide legal protection for the environment itself, as existing

international criminal laws focus on crimes against people.
Liability and | Ecocide laws can hold individuals and corporations accountable and potentially

Deterrence deter environmentally harmful activities.
Symbolic Equating ecocide with war crimes changes the perception of nature’'s value,
Impact recognizing ecosystems' worth in their own right.

Indian Stance | India has not fully embraced ecocide in its laws, and there is a need to align

existing environmental legislation with the concept of ecocide. To know more Visit
Insights IAS Daily CA —

13) Consider the following statements.

1. Sand is categorized as a "major mineral" under the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulations)
Act, 1957, and its control lies with the Central Government.

2. The Ministry of Environment, Forests, and Climate Change has issued guidelines to promote
environmentally friendly sand mining practices.

3. Marine Sand Watch is a global data platform which is part of UN Environment Programme that tracks
and monitors dredging activities of sand, clay, silt, gravel, and rock in the world’s marine environment.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 1 is incorrect.

Sand is categorized as a "minor mineral" under the Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulations) Act,
1957, and its control lies with the State Governments. The primary sources of sand are rivers and coastal areas,
and its demand has surged due to India's construction and infrastructure development activities.
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The Ministry of Environment, Forests, and Climate Change has issued "Sustainable Sand Mining Management
Guidelines 2016" to promote environmentally friendly sand mining practices.

About Marine Sand Watch

It is a global data platform developed by GRID-Geneva, part of the UN Environment Programme. It monitors and
tracks sediment extraction activities in the world's marine environments, including sand, clay, silt, gravel, and rock
dredging. It uses Automatic Identification System signals from vessels and Artificial Intelligence to identify
dredging operations.

14) Consider the following statements regarding Invasive alien species.
1. Invasive alien species are animals, plants or other organisms that are introduced by humans, either
intentionally or accidentally, into places outside of their natural range.
2. The Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework aims to completely reduce the rate of invasive
alien species introduction by 2030.
3. Lantana Camara is an Invasive species that threatens India's tiger habitat.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 2 is incorrect.

Invasive alien species are animals, plants or other organisms that are introduced by humans, either
intentionally or accidentally, into places outside of their natural range, negatively impacting native biodiversity,
ecosystem services or human economy and well-being.

Target 6 of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework aims to reduce the rate of invasive alien
species introduction by at least 50% by 2030.

Lantana Camara invasion threatens 40 per cent of India’s tiger habitat

15) Consider the following statements regarding the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity
and Ecosystem Services (IPBES).

1. IPBES is an intergovernmental organization established to improve the interface between science and
policy on issues of biodiversity and ecosystem services.

2. It was formed on the basis of the Busan outcome document.

3. India is a member of IPBES.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: ¢)
About IPBES

The Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (founded 2012; founder:
UNEP, UNDP and FAO; secretariat: Bonn, Germany) is an intergovernmental organization established to improve
the interface between science and policy on issues of biodiversity and ecosystem services. It was formed on the
basis of the Busan outcome document. It has 143 member States including India.
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16) Climate Ambition Summit (CAS), that was recently in news was part of
a) European Union (EU)
b) International Union for Conservation of Nature
c) World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
d) United Nations General Assembly

Solution: d)

The Climate Ambition Summit (CAS) in New York, as part of the United Nations General Assembly, that
concluded on September 21, was marked by the absence of major economies whose actions significantly
influence the future of global emissions.

Source

17) Consider the following statements regarding the provisions of E-Waste (Management) Rules 2022.

1. Producers of electronic goods have to ensure that some percentage of their electronic waste is
collected and recycled.

2. Extended Producer Responsibility Certificates allow the offsetting of e-waste responsibility to a third
party.

3. The Central Pollution Control Board shall conduct testing of all electrical and electronic equipment to
verify the compliance of reduction of hazardous substances provisions.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 3 is incorrect.

Provisions of the E-Waste (Management) Rules 2022:

e Restricted the use of hazardous substances (such as lead, mercury, and cadmium) in manufacturing electrical
and electronic equipment that have an adverse impact on human health and the environment.

e Increased coverage: It has increased the range of electronic goods covered e.g., laptops, mobile, cameras etc.

e Targets fixed: Producers of electronic goods have to ensure at least 60% of their electronic waste is
collected and recycled by 2023 with targets to increase them to 70% and 80% in 2024 and 2025,
respectively.

e Companies will report these on an online portal.

e Extended Producer Responsibility Certificates (similar to carbon credit mechanism): This will allow the
offsetting of e-waste responsibility to a third party.

e ‘Environmental compensation’ to be provided by the companies that don’t meet their target.

e Role of State Governments: They will earmark industrial space for e-waste dismantling and recycling facilities,
undertaking industrial skill development and establishing measures for protecting the health and safety of
workers engaged in the dismantling and recycling facilities for e-waste.

e Monitoring: The Central Pollution Control Board shall conduct random sampling of electrical and electronic
equipment placed on the market to monitor and verify the compliance of reduction of hazardous
substances provisions.

Source
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3. Geography

1) Consider the following statements.

1. Normally, when water freezes, it crystallizes and its molecules are arranged into hexagonal solid
structure called ice.

2. Ice is denser than water.

3. Amorphous ice lacks long-range order in its molecular arrangement.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 2 is incorrect.

Normally, when water freezes, it crystallizes and its molecules are arranged into the familiar hexagonal, solid
structure that we call ice. Ice is less dense than its liquid form — an unusual property for a crystal. Depending on
conditions such as pressure and the speed of freezing, water can also solidify in any of two dozen other regular
arrangements. Amorphous ice is different: it has no such order.

2) Consider the following statements regarding Comets.
1. Comets are frozen rocky or gas-filled objects that are remnants of the formation of the solar system.
2. Like other bodies in space, comets do not have any orbits.
3. Sometimes comets are pulled in close to the sun because of the sun’s gravity acting on them.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 2 is incorrect.

Comets are frozen rocky or gas-filled objects that are remnants of the formation of the solar system. Due to
their composition, characteristics and the path they move in, they tend to leave a light behind them.

Just like other bodies in space, comets also have orbits. They are sometimes pulled in close to the sun because
of the sun’s gravity acting on them. NASA explains that as they orbit near the Sun, “They heat up and spew gases
and dust into a glowing head that can be larger than a planet”. The remains of dust following this burning up,
from a distance, look like a trail of light to humans on Earth. Comets, therefore, have often been seen giving out
blue or whiteish light, or even green.

In this case, the green glow “is thought to arise from the presence of diatomic carbon — pairs of carbon atoms that
are bound together —in the head of the comet. The molecule emits green light when excited by the ultraviolet
rays in solar radiation.

3) Consider the following statements.
1. The earth’s crust is broken up into tectonic plates that often gets stuck at their edges due to friction.
2. When the stress on the edge of the tectonic plates overcomes the friction, it can lead to an earthquake.
3. Seismographs are used to record earthquakes, which measures the movement of the ground in its
location.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
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Solution: ¢)

The earth’s crust is broken up into tectonic plates that are constantly moving, slowly, often getting stuck at
their edges due to friction. When the stress on the edge overcomes the friction, there is an earthquake that
releases energy in waves that travel through the earth’s crust, resulting in the vibration felt.

A network of seismographs are used to record earthquakes with each individual seismograph recording and
measuring the movement of the ground in its location. A seismograph is securely mounted onto the surface of
the earth so that when the earth shakes, the entire unit shakes with the exception of the mass on the spring,
which remains in its place because of inertia.

During shaking, the recording device on this mass records the relative motion between itself and the rest of the
instrument, thus recording the ground motion. According to the USGS, these mechanisms are no longer manual,
but instead work by measuring electronic changes produced by the motion of the ground with respect to the
mass.

4) Consider the following statements regarding Rare Earth Minerals.
1. The magnets made from rare earths are more powerful than conventional ones.
2. They are called 'rare earth' because earlier it was difficult to extract them from their oxides forms
technologically.
3. Not all rare earth elements (REE) are available in Indian deposits in extractable quantities.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: ¢)

The rare earth minerals (REM) are a set of seventeen metallic elements. These include the fifteen lanthanides on
the periodic table in addition to scandium and yttrium that show similar physical and chemical properties to the
lanthanides.

They are called 'rare earth' because earlier it was difficult to extract them from their oxides forms
technologically.

For instance, magnets made from rare earths are many times more powerful than conventional ones.

Some REEs are available in India — such as Lanthanum, Cerium, Neodymium, Praseodymium and Samarium, etc.
Others such as Dysprosium, Terbium, and Europium, which are classified as heavy REEs (HREEs), are not available
in Indian deposits in extractable quantities. Hence, there is a dependence on countries such as China for HREEs,
which is one of the leading producers of REEs, with an estimated 70 per cent share of the global production.

5) Itis important to study the Sun from space because

1. Sun is the farthest star to Earth

2. Earth’s atmosphere and the magnetic field act as protective shields that block out harmful radiations,
such as UV light.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2
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d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

Why study the Sun from space?

The Sun is the nearest star to us and therefore can be studied in much greater detail than others. Studying the
Sun can also help us understand more about other stars. While the Sun supports all life on Earth, it also has
various explosive phenomena. These can damage our satellites and communication systems. Studying the Sun
may help in providing early warnings for such events.

“The various thermal and magnetic phenomena on the Sun are of extreme nature. Thus, the Sun provides a good
natural laboratory to understand them, which cannot be directly studied in the lab,” ISRO said.

It is important to study the Sun from space because the Earth’s atmosphere and the magnetic field act as
protective shields that block out harmful radiations, such as UV light. This means studying the Sun from the
Earth can’t provide a complete picture.

Source

6) The Baltoro Glacier is located in
a) Ladakh Range
b) Karakoram Range
c) Zanskar Range
d) Pirpanjal Range

Solution: b)

The Baltoro Glacier is one of the longest glaciers outside the polar regions. The glacier is located in the
Karakoram Range.

7) Recently tens of thousands of dead fish washed up on multiple beaches of southeast Texas, USA. It occurred
mainly due to low levels of dissolved oxygen in the water that causes suffocation of the fish. Which of the
following factors can lead to low levels of dissolved oxygen in the water?

1. Overcast weather

2. Calm seas

3. Rise in sea surface temperature
How many of the above options are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: c)

A combination of factors led to the occurrence of the Texas fish kill.

First was the warm water. When sea surface temperatures rise, it becomes difficult for the fish to breathe as
oxygen dissolves easily in colder water in comparison to warmer water. Things take a turn for the worse when a
school of fish gets trapped in shallow water, which gets warmer more quickly.

Another factor that contributed to the Texas fish kill was calm seas. Experts suggest that one of the ways for
oxygen to enter the water is by mixing with wind and waves. But in the past few weeks, the waves along the
Texas Gulf Coast have been very calm, causing the depletion of dissolved oxygen.

One more problem was the overcast weather in Texas. Officials pointed out that due to cloudy skies,
phytoplankton were unable to carry out the process of photosynthesis, which is another way of producing
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oxygen in the water. Photosynthesis is driven by sunlight and it slows down on cloudy days, resulting in decreased
dissolved oxygen concentration.

8) Consider the following statements regarding Sinkholes.

1. Sinkholes are depressions formed in the ground when layers of the Earth’s surface start collapsing into
caverns.

2. They are formed in areas of “karst” terrains, where the rock below the surface of the Earth can be
easily dissolved by groundwater.

3. They are formed due to natural processes or human activity.
How many of the above statements are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: c)

Sinkholes are depressions formed in the ground when layers of the Earth’s surface start collapsing into caverns.
They can occur suddenly and without warning, because the land under the surface of the Earth can stay intact for
a period of time until the spaces get too big.

Sinkholes can be formed due to natural processes or human activity. Typically, sinkholes form in areas of
“karst” terrains, where the rock below the surface of the Earth can be easily dissolved by groundwater.
Essentially, this means that when rainwater seeps into the ground, the rock below the surface of the Earth starts
dissolving, leading to the creation of spaces. This process is a slow and gradual one and can sometimes take
hundreds or thousands of years.

9) Consider the following statements regarding Delhi’s geography and weather conditions that contributes to air
pollution.
1. During the southwest monsoon, the prevalent direction of the wind is easterly.
2. Once the monsoon withdraws, the predominant direction of the winds changes to north-westerly.
3. The fall in temperature also contributes to increased pollution levels.
How many of the above statements are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: ¢)

During the southwest monsoon, the prevalent direction of the wind is easterly. The winds travel from over the
Bay of Bengal, carrying moisture and rainfall to this part of the country. Once the monsoon withdraws, however,
the predominant direction of the winds changes to north-westerly. These winds carry particulate matter
(essentially smoke and soot) from crop-burning in Punjab to the area above Delhi, and then onward down the
Gangetic basin.

The fall in temperature also contributes to increased pollution levels. As it gets cooler, the inversion height —
which is the layer beyond which pollutants cannot disperse into the upper atmosphere — comes down. When
that happens, larger concentrations of pollutants in the air hang closer to the surface, and lead to worsening
AQls.

The point to note here is this: The direction of the wind is north-westerly in summer too, but it is the very high
temperature over the Indo-Gangetic basin that ensures the pollutants that it brings (dust etc. from Rajasthan and
sometimes Pakistan and Afghanistan) does not hang low.
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10) Consider the following statements regarding Minor minerals.
1. Any mineral by the notification of the Central Government may be declared as a minor mineral.
2. The regulatory and administrative powers to frame rules and enforcement in respect of minor minerals
are entrusted exclusively to the State governments.
3. Marble, slate, stone used for making household utensils, quartzite and sandstone are some of the
minerals categorised as Minor minerals.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)1,3
b) 1,2
c)2,3
d 1,23

Solution: d)

Minor minerals:

e Minor minerals are those which are prescribed by Mines and Minerals (Development and Regulation) Act,
1957 (section 3(e)) as being categorized as ‘minor minerals’.

e Any mineral which by the notification of the Central Government may declare to be a minor mineral.

e The State Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make rules for regulating the grant
of quarry leases, mining leases or other mineral concessions in respect of minor minerals and for
purposes connected therewith.

e In addition to those specified under MMDR Act, here are few minerals that the Central Government has
declared as minor minerals:

o boulder, shingle, chalcedony pebbles, lime shell, kankar and limestone, brick-earth, fuller’s earth,
bentonite, road metal, slate, marble, stone used for making household utensils, quartzite and
sandstone, saltpeter and ordinary earth.

11) Consider the following statements regarding the components of the population change.

1. The crude birth rate (CBR) is expressed as number of live births in a year per one lakh of population.

2. Crude Death Rate (CDR) is a simple method of measuring mortality of any area.

3. As per 2011 population census, Crude Death Rate (CDR) was more than crude birth rate (CBR) in India.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: a)
Only statement 2 is correct.

The crude birth rate (CBR) is expressed as number of live births in a year per thousand of population.

The crude birth rate (CBR) of India in 2011 census was 21.8

Crude Death Rate (CDR) is a simple method of measuring mortality of any area. CDR is expressed in terms of
number of deaths in a particular year per thousand of population in a particular region.

The crude death rate (CDR) of India in 2011 census was 7.1

12) Consider the following statements regarding Continuously Operating Reference Stations (CORS) in India.

1. The Survey of India (Sol) maintains the CORS (Continuously Operating Reference Stations) to create
accurate digital maps.

2. A CORS consists of a GPS receiver operating continuously, and a stable antenna for continuously
streaming raw data.

3. Such reference stations are present all over the globe to monitor the Earth’s crust to track manmade
and natural structures, and facilitate accurate navigation.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

[ J
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a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: c)

The Survey of India will continue to maintain CORS (Continuously Operating Reference Stations) that are
necessary to create accurate digital maps. A CORS consists of a GPS receiver operating continuously, and a stable
antenna for continuously streaming raw data. Such reference stations are present all over the globe to monitor
the Earth’s crust to provide geodetic control, track manmade and natural structures, and facilitate accurate
navigation.

13) Consider the following statements regarding Arctic dipole.

1. The positive phase of the Arctic dipole involves high pressure over the Canadian Arctic and low
pressure over the Siberian Arctic.

2. It drives upper ocean currents and has year-round impacts on air temperatures, heat exchanges, sea-
ice drift, and ecological consequences.

3. Recent study has found that Arctic dipole has its impact on the Arctic Ocean climate.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: c)

e A recent study has identified the cause of the decline in Arctic Ocean Sea ice since 2007. Researchers found
that the periodic reversal of an atmospheric phenomenon known as the Arctic dipole plays a significant role
in driving drops in sea ice.

e The study, published in the journal Science, explores the ecosystem responses to the Arctic dipole and its
impact on the Arctic Ocean climate, a phenomenon referred to as Atlantification.

e The Arctic dipole follows a roughly 15-year cycle, and data spanning several decades suggest that it is
approaching the end of its current regime.

e The current "positive" phase of the Arctic dipole, which has been in place since 2007, involves high pressure
over the Canadian Arctic and low pressure over the Siberian Arctic.

e This wind pattern drives upper ocean currents and has year-round impacts on air temperatures, heat
exchanges, sea-ice drift, and ecological consequences.

14) Consider the following statements.

1. While Dams are designed for water storage and regulation on a larger scale, Barrages are primarily
used for flow control and water diversion.

2. Yarlung Tsangpo River breaks through the Himalayas in great gorges and enters into Arunachal
Pradesh, where it is known as Dihang or Siang.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: c)

India is planning to build a large barrage on the Siang River to protect it from a Chinese dam being built in Tibet.
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Barrages are primarily used for flow control and water diversion, while Dams are designed for water storage
and regulation on a larger scale.

Yarlung Tsangpo River (Brahmaputra) breaks through the Himalayas in great gorges (including the Yarlung
Tsangpo Grand Canyon) and enters into Arunachal Pradesh, where it is known as Dihang or Siang.

4. Government Schemes and Programmes

1) Consider the following statements regarding Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR).

1. ICSSR provide grants for projects, fellowships and international collaboration to promote research in
social sciences in India.

2. It studies the impact of various Centrally sponsored schemes.

3. It functions under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 3 is incorrect.

The Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) received 3801 project proposals to study the impact of
various Centrally sponsored schemes and 514 among them — from collaborative and individual categories.

Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) was established in the year of 1969 by the Government of India
to promote research in social sciences in the country.

ICSSR provide grants for projects, fellowships, international collaboration, capacity building, survey,
publications etc. to promote research in social sciences in India.

Source

2) Consider the following statements regarding public documents.

1. The Evidence Act defines ‘public documents’ as those which form the records of sovereign authority,
official bodies, tribunals, and of public offices in any part of India.

2. It does not include documents kept in foreign country.

3. The Supreme Court has recently held that chargesheets prepared by investigative agencies are also
part of public documents.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: a)

Only statement 1 is correct.

INSIGHTSIAS
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The Supreme Court held that chargesheets are not ‘public documents’ and enabling their free public access
violates the provisions of the Criminal Code of Procedure as it compromises the rights of the accused, victim, and
the investigation agencies.

Section 74 of the Evidence Act defines ‘public documents’ as those which form the acts or records of sovereign
authority, official bodies, tribunals, and of public offices either legislative, judicial or executive in any part of
India, Commonwealth or a foreign country. It also includes public records “kept in any State of private
documents”.

Meanwhile, Section 76 of the Evidence Act mandates every public officer having custody over such documents to
provide its copy pursuant to a demand and payment of legal fee, accompanied by a certificate of attestation along
with the date, seal, name and designation of the officer.

3) Consider the following statements regarding public documents.

1. The Evidence Act defines ‘public documents’ as those which form the records of sovereign authority,
official bodies, tribunals, and of public offices in any part of India.

2. It does not include documents kept in foreign country.

3. The Supreme Court has recently held that chargesheets prepared by investigative agencies are also
part of public documents.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: a)
Only Statement 1 is correct.

The Supreme Court held that chargesheets are not ‘public documents’ and enabling their free public access
violates the provisions of the Criminal Code of Procedure as it compromises the rights of the accused, victim, and
the investigation agencies.

Section 74 of the Evidence Act defines ‘public documents’ as those which form the acts or records of sovereign
authority, official bodies, tribunals, and of public offices either legislative, judicial or executive in any part of
India, Commonwealth or a foreign country. It also includes public records “kept in any State of private
documents”.

Meanwhile, Section 76 of the Evidence Act mandates every public officer having custody over such documents to
provide its copy pursuant to a demand and payment of legal fee, accompanied by a certificate of attestation along
with the date, seal, name and designation of the officer.

4) Consider the following statements.

1. RTI Portal Gateway to the citizens is an initiative taken by Department of Personnel and Training.

2. Under the RTI law, information commissions are the final appellate authority and are mandated to
safeguard and facilitate people’s fundamental right to information.

3. The RTI law mandated that one-third of the posts in the information commissions are to be occupied by
women.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
. . . . [ J ,
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Statement 3 is incorrect.

Right to Information Act 2005 mandates timely response to citizen requests for government information. It is an
initiative taken by Department of Personnel and Training, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions
to provide a— RTI Portal Gateway to the citizens for quick search of information on the details of first Appellate
Authorities, PIOs etc. amongst others, besides access to RTI related information / disclosures published on the
web by various Public Authorities under the government of India as well as the State Governments

Under the RTI law, information commissions are the final appellate authority and are mandated to safeguard
and facilitate people’s fundamental right to information.

Source

5) Consider the following statements regarding Deemed-to-be-university.

1. The UGC Act, 1956 provides that the Central Government may declare by notification in the Official
Gazette that any institution of higher education, other than a university, shall be deemed to be a university.

2. Like other universities, the Deemed-to-be-university does not have the autonomy of offering various
courses and examinations.

3. Recently National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has been granted the deemed-
to-be-university status.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 2 is incorrect.

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has been granted the deemed-to-be-university
status by the Ministry of Higher Education.

An institution of higher education, other than a university, doing the work of high standard in a specific area, can
be declared as an institution deemed to be university. The section 3 of the UGC Act, 1956 provides that the
Central Government may, on the advice of the Commission, declare, by notification in the Official Gazette that
any institution of higher education, other than a university, shall be deemed to be a university for the purpose
of this Act and on such a declaration being made, all the provisions of this Act shall apply to such institution as if it
were a university under the meaning of clause (f) of section 2 of the UGC Act.

Such institutions enjoy the academic status and privileges of a university. This status provides fillip to these
institutions to strengthen their academic activities in their specialized fields. Deemed to be universities, like other
universities, have the autonomy of offering various courses and therefore, preparing students for various
examinations and awards. These institutions design their own syllabus and courses to prepare the students to
foray into diverse fields after the completion of their study.

These Institutions have expanded the base of higher education in the country and are offering education and
research facilities in various disciplines such as Health Sciences, Engineering & Technology, Management,
Languages, Humanities & Social Sciences, Sciences, Education, Law, Agricultural Sciences, Fisheries, Forestry,
Defence Technology, Maritime Education, Yoga, Music & Fine Arts, etc.

Source

6) Consider the followings statements.
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1. Personalised Adaptive Learning (PAL) is an educational approach that uses technology like artificial
intelligence (Al), to customize the learning experience for individual students based on their unique need.

2. Personalised Adaptive Learning (PAL) has been integrated into Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge
Sharing (DIKSHA) platform since its inception.

3. Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA) is an initiative of National Council for Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), under the aegis of the Ministry of Education (MoE).
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 2 is incorrect.

The National eGovernance Division (NeGD) plans to integrate Personalised Adaptive Learning (PAL) into the
Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA) platform (Ministry of Education), aiming to offer
individualized learning experiences for students.

What is PAL?

Personalised Adaptive Learning (PAL) is an educational approach that uses technology, particularly artificial
intelligence (Al), to customize the learning experience for individual students based on their unique needs,
abilities, and progress.

DIKSHA (Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing) is a national platform for school education, an initiative of
National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT), under the aegis of the Ministry of Education
(MoE), Gol.

Source

7) Consider the following statements regarding Know India Programme.

1. Know India Programme is an orientation programme for elder generation in Persons of Indian Origin
(P10s) conducted with a view to promote awareness on different facets of life in India and the progress made by
India in various fields.

2. ltis the initiative of the Ministry of External Affairs
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

Know India Programme of the Ministry of External Affairs is a three-week orientation programme for diaspora
youth conducted with a view to promote awareness on different facets of life in India and the progress made by
the country in various fields e.g. economic, industrial, education, science & technology, communication &
information Technology, culture. KIP provide a unique forum for students & young professionals of Indian origin
to visit India, share their views, expectations & experiences and to develop closer bonds with the contemporary
India.

Source

8) Consider the following statements regarding Gramodyog Vikas Yojana.
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1. It is a scheme under the Khadi and Village Industries Commission.
2. It aims to promote and develop village industries through technological modernization and training.
3. It has equipped artisans with essential tools and machinery to increase their income levels.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
di,23
Solution: d)
Y . . ¥
o = Gramodyog Vikas Yojana ; -
Aspect Details AF \$
Gramodyog Vikas It is a scheme under the Khadi and Village Industries Commission
Yojana (GVY) (KVIC), part of the Ministry of MSMEs and was launched in March 2020
under Khadi Gramodyog Vikas Yojana (Central Sector Scheme)
Aim @ Aims to promote and develop village industries through common
facilities, technological modernization, training, etc
Included Activities * Agro-Based & Food Processing Industry (ABFPI)
Y e * Mineral-Based Industry (MBI)
l - gl '/'\ e Wellness & Cosmetics Industry (WCl)
’] a- A * Handmade Paper, Leather & Plastic Industry (HPLPI)
ﬁ * Rural Engineering & New Technology Industry (RENTI)
- * Service Industry
Components ¢ R &D and Product Innovation
@ e Capacity Building
o Marketing & Publicity
Significance The Gramodyog Vikas Yojana has equipped artisans with essential
tools and machinery, significantly increasing their income levels

9) Consider the following statements regarding Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005.
1. The Act does not define what is "domestic violence".
2. The Act recognises domestic abuse as a punishable offence.
3. Itis both a civil and criminal law, meant for protection orders and criminal enforcement.
How many of the above statements are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: a)
Only statement 2 is correct.

What is Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005?

It is an act to provide for more effective protection of the rights of Women guaranteed under the Constitution
who are victims of violence of any kind occurring within the family and for matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto.

e |t is the first significant attempt in India to recognise domestic abuse as a punishable offence, to extend its
provisions to those in live-in relationships, and to provide for emergency relief for the victims, in addition to legal
recourse.
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¢ The Act provides a definition of "domestic violence" for the first time in Indian law, with this definition being
broad and including not only physical violence, but also other forms of violence such as emotional/verbal, sexual,
and economic abuse.

e It is a civil law meant primarily for protection orders, rather than criminal enforcement.

10) Consider the following statements regarding Commission of Railway Safety (CRS).

1. CRS deals with matters related to safety of rail travel and operations as laid down in the Railways Act,
1989.

2. Investigating serious train accidents is one of the key responsibilities of the CRS.

3. It is under the administrative control of Ministry of Railways.
How many of the above statements are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 3 is incorrect.

e Rail safety commissioners are part of the Commission of Railway Safety (CRS), a government body that acts as
the railway safety authority in the country.

e Asthe name suggests, CRS deals with matters related to safety of rail travel and operations, among some
other statutory functions —inspectorial, investigatory, and advisory — as laid down in the Railways Act, 1989.
Investigating serious train accidents is one of the key responsibilities of the CRS, which is headquartered in
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.

e Itis, however, worth noting that the CRS does not report to the Ministry of Railways of the Railway Board. It
is, in fact, under the administrative control of the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA). The reason or principle
behind this, put simply, is to keep the CRS insulated from the influence of the country’s railway establishment
and prevent conflicts of interest.

11) Consider the following pairs.

1. National Mission for a Green India: It aims to increase forest cover on degraded lands and protect
existing forested lands.

2. Green Credit Programme: The objective is to incentivize environmentally sustainable and responsive
actions by companies, individuals and local bodies.

3. MISHTI Scheme: Reducing inputs of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides for sustaining agriculture.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 3 is incorrect.

The National Mission for a Green India aims to increase forest cover on degraded lands and protect existing
forested lands.

The Green Credit Programme has the objective to “incentivize environmentally sustainable and responsive
actions by companies, individuals and local bodies”.

The Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats & Tangible Incomes (MISHTI) is particularly significant because of
the extraordinary importance of mangroves and coastal ecosystems in mitigating climate change.
[ J
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The Prime Minister Programme for Restoration, Awareness, Nourishment, and Amelioration of Mother Earth
(PM-PRANAM) for reducing inputs of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides is critical for sustaining our
agriculture.

Finally, the Amrit Dharohar scheme directly mentions our biological wealth and is expected to “encourage
optimal use of wetlands, and enhance biodiversity, carbon stock, eco-tourism opportunities and income
generation for local communities”.

12) Consider the followings statements regarding “Adopt a Heritage 2.0” programme.

1. It was launched by Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).

2. The program encourages corporate stakeholders to utilize their Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
funds to enhance facilities at historically important monuments.

3. Under the updated program, an entire monument cannot be adopted by an individual stakeholder.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 3 is incorrect.

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has launched a revamped version of the 'Adopt a Heritage' program.
This updated program encourages corporate stakeholders to utilize their Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
funds to enhance facilities at historically important monuments.

The 'Adopt a Heritage 2.0' program includes various changes, such as a streamlined management structure for
partner agencies, clear guidelines for semi-commercial activities, and a detailed scope of work and amenities
required for monuments.

The updated program offers more flexibility, allowing companies to adopt entire monuments and develop their
tourism infrastructure or provide specific amenities like drinking water facilities or cleaning services for one or
more sites.

Source

13) Consider the following statements regarding PM-DAKSH Yojana.

1. PM-DAKSH Yojana is a Central Sector Scheme that aims to enhance competency level of the target
groups to make them employable both in self- employment and wage-employment.

2. The target group under this scheme are Scheduled Castes (SCs), Other Backward Classes (OBCs),
Economically Backward Classes (EBCs), De-notified Tribes (DNTs) and Safai Karamcharis.

3. Income limit for all the target group is set as the eligibility criteria for the scheme.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)

Statement 3 is incorrect.
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The Pradhan Mantri Dakshata Aur Kushalata Sampanna Hitgrahi (PM-DAKSH) Yojana is a Central Sector Scheme
launched in 2020-21 with the goal of enhancing the competency levels of specific target groups to make them
employable, whether for self-employment or wage-employment, thereby contributing to their socio-economic
development.
The scheme is primarily aimed at Scheduled Castes (SCs), Other Backward Classes (OBCs), Economically
Backward Classes (EBCs), De-notified Tribes (DNTs), Safai Karamcharis (including waste pickers), and others.

The eligibility criteria for the scheme are as follows:
e Age: Between 18 to 45 years.
e Income: No income limit for SCs, Safai Karamcharis (including waste pickers), and DNTs. For OBCs and
EBCs, the annual family income should be below Rs. 3 lakh and Rs. 1 lakh, respectively.

The scheme offers various types of training programs with different durations and costs per candidate:
e Up-skilling/Reskilling
e Short Term Training
e Entrepreneurship Development Programme
e Long Term Training

Source

14) Which of the following statements is correct regarding Aarogya Maitri Cube?
a) Single non-lapsable reserve fund for Health from the proceeds of Health and Education Cess
b) Augmenting facilities for quality medical education in the under-served States
c) World's first portable disaster hospital
d) None of the above

Solution: c)

India has built the world's first portable disaster hospital, called the "Aarogya Maitri Cube". The hospital can be
airlifted and assembled into 72 cubes that contain essential medical equipment and supplies. The cubes can
support 200 survivors for 48 hours during natural disasters or crises.

It has been developed indigenously under the Project BHISHM (Bharat Health Initiative for Sahyog Hita and
Maitri).

The hospital includes Operation theatres, mini-ICUs, Ventilators, Blood test equipment, an X-ray machine, a
Cooking station, Food, Water, a Shelter, Power generator.

15) Match the following.

1. Eat Right India Movement A. Provides cash incentives to pregnant women
and lactating mothers.

2. Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman scheme B. A school meal program aimed at improving the
nutritional status of school-age children.

3. Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana C. Organized by FSSAIl to promote healthy eating

habits among citizens.
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1-B; 2-A; 3-C
b) 1-C; 2-A; 3-B
c) 1-C; 2-B; 3-A
d) 1-A; 2-B; 3-C

Solution: ¢)

Eat Right India Movement Organized by FSSAI to promote healthy eating habits
among citizens.
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Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana Provides cash incentives to pregnant women and
(PMMVY) lactating mothers.

Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman A school meal program aimed at improving the
scheme (PM Poshan Scheme) nutritional status of school-age children.

16) Which of the following statements is correct regarding Malaviya Mission?
a) It is a Teachers Training Programme by the University Grants Commission.
b) For farmer welfare through creating a profitable ecosystem for selected products.
c) Accelerated Rural Water Supply Programme
d) Nationwide welfare measures for farmers in the fisheries sector.

Solution: a)

Organised by the University Grants Commission, in association with the Ministry of Education, the Malaviya
Mission - Teacher Training Programme aims to provide tailored training programmes for teachers. This
programme will work for the capacity building of faculty members in higher educational institutions.

The Programme is an endeavour to make our educators future-ready with a deeper understanding of Indian
values. It aims to improve the quality of teachers’ training, build leadership skills in teachers and help realise the
goals of NEP.

Source

17) Recently the Union government released draft guidelines aimed at curbing "dark patterns" employed by
online platforms. Which of the following are considered as Dark patterns?
1. false urgency
2. basket sneaking
3. confirm shaming
4. forced action
5. subscription traps
How many of the above options are correct?
a) Only two
b) Only three
c) Only four
d) All five

Solution: d)

The Union government has released draft guidelines aimed at curbing "dark patterns" employed by online
platforms.

These dark patterns are deceptive strategies used to mislead users into taking actions they did not intend, such as
making unwanted purchases or subscriptions.

The draft guidelines identify ten types of dark patterns, including false urgency, basket sneaking (adding extra
items without user consent during checkout), confirm shaming (using fear or shame to nudge user actions),
forced action (compelling additional purchases), and subscription traps (making cancellation difficult).

Source

18) Consider the following statements regarding Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya (GSV).
1. It is a Central University established through an Executive order.
2. GSV is the first-of-its-kind university with a mandate to create high-quality talent for the transportation
and logistics sectors.
3. It is sponsored by the Ministry of Railways and the Chancellor of GSV is the Union Minister of Railways.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
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b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 1 is incorrect.
About Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya (GSV)

It is a Central University established through an Act of Parliament in 2022. It replaces the National Rail and
Transportation Institute (NRTI) and is sponsored by the Ministry of Railways. The Chancellor of GSV is the Union
Minister of Railways. GSV is the first-of-its-kind university with a mandate to create high-quality talent for the
transportation and logistics sectors. Its significance lies in fulfilling the objectives of the National Developmental
Plans, including the PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan 2021 and National Logistics Policy 2022, covering
railways, shipping, ports, highways, roads, waterways, and aviation.

Source

19) Which of the following statements is correct regarding PM Daksh Portal?
a) Streamline the registration process for enhancing the utilization of biodegradable and organic waste
b) An Al chatbot integrated with the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
c) A digital platform offering registration, skill training and streamlined administrative processes for
persons with disabilities.
d) Viability Gap Funding (VGF) aimed at fostering the development of Battery Energy Storage Systems

Solution: c)

Introduction of the PM Daksh Portal, a digital platform offering registration, skill training options, job listings,
and streamlined administrative processes for persons with disabilities.

20) Consider the following statements regarding Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).
1. Council of Scientific and Industrial Research was established as an autonomous body by
the Government of India after India’s independence.
2. It has emerged as the largest research and development organisation in India.
3. Union Minister of Science and Technology is the Ex-officio President of CSIR.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: a)
Only statement 2 is correct.

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research was established by the Government of India in 1942 (HQ: New Delhi)
as an autonomous body that has emerged as the largest research and development organisation in India and
also among the world's largest publicly funded R&D organisations.

Scope: Encompasses various fields including physics, genomics, nanotechnology, mining, aeronautics, and more;
Conduct scientific and industrial/applied research of national importance.

President: Prime Minister of India (Ex-officio); Vice President: Union Minister of Science and Technology (Ex-
officio).
[ J
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5. Science and Technology

1) Consider the following statements regarding gamma-ray bursts (GRB).

1. Gamma-ray bursts (GRB) are the energetic form of light, multiple times brighter than the sun.

2. They typically last for only seconds.

3. GRB can happen when two neutron stars merge or when a neutron star joins with the black hole.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: c)

Gamma-ray bursts (GRB) are bright explosions that release gamma-ray light. They are the most energetic form of
light, a million times brighter than the sun. But they typically last for only seconds. And so much energy is put
out in such a little time.

GRB also happens when two neutron stars merge. It can occur when a neutron star joins with the black hole
also.

2) Which of the following are the causes behind Acquired Antimicrobial Resistance?
1. Overuse, misuse, and improper use of antimicrobials.
2. Using narrow-spectrum antibiotics over broad-spectrum antibiotics.
3. Dumping of inadequately treated effluents from the pharmaceutical industry.
4. Poor sanitation and hygiene
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) Only three
d) All four

Solution: c)
Statement 2 is incorrect.

Causes Behind Acquired Antimicrobial Resistance:

e Overuse, misuse, and improper use (e.g., taking antibiotics to treat viral diseases!) of antimicrobials.

e Greater access to over-the-counter antibiotic drugs in developing countries.

e Using broad-spectrum antibiotics over narrow-spectrum antibiotics (targeting specific microbes only).
e Dumping of inadequately treated effluents from the pharmaceutical industry.

e Antibiotic use in livestock feed at low doses for growth promotion is industrialized countries.

e Poor sanitation and hygiene that forces the extended use of antimicrobials.

3) Consider the following statements regarding Tritium.

1. Tritium is a form of hydrogen that occurs naturally in Earth’s atmosphere.

2. It is neither radioactive nor life-threatening.

3. It emits a weak beta particle that can be stopped by a sheet of plastic.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

INSIGHTSIAS
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Solution: b)

Statement 2 is incorrect.

Tritium is a form of hydrogen that occurs naturally in Earth’s atmosphere. It is radioactive but far less dangerous
than cesium-137 or strontium-90 — both of which are life-threatening.

It emits a weak beta particle that can be stopped by a sheet of plastic or human skin.
Source

4) Consider the following statements regarding Gravitational waves.
1. Gravitational waves are ripples in the fabric of space and time that travel at the speed of light.
2. They are created by the motion of black holes or neutron stars.
3. Gravitational waves are extremely weak and difficult to detect.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: c)

What are Gravitational Waves?

Gravitational waves are ripples in the fabric of space and time that travel at the speed of light. They are created
by the motion of massive objects, such as black holes or neutron stars, which generate gravitational waves when
they orbit or collide with each other.

The science behind Gravitational waves:

According to Albert Einstein’s theory of general relativity (1916), any object with mass warps the space-time
around it. When two massive objects orbit each other or collide, they produce ripples or waves in space-time
that propagate outward at the speed of light.

Gravitational waves are extremely weak and difficult to detect. They were first directly detected by the Laser
Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory (LIGO) in 2015, a century after they were predicted by Einstein’s
theory.

5) Consider the following statements regarding Stem cells.
1. Stem cells are cells from which all other cells in the body, with specialized functions, are generated.
2. Hematopoietic stem cell transplantation is used to treat conditions like leukaemia and lymphoma.
3. Autism spectrum disorder is a neurological and developmental disorder that can be cured using Stem
cell therapy.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 3 is incorrect.

Stem cells are cells from which all other cells in the body, with specialized functions, are generated. There are
two main categories: pluripotent stem cells, which can differentiate into any cell type in the adult body, and

adult stem cells, which are tissue-specific and can only generate cells for a particular organ.
[ J
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Stem cells have been used in medicine, particularly in regenerative medicine, for over 90 years. Hematopoietic
stem cell transplantation, for instance, is used to treat conditions like leukaemia and lymphoma, where healthy
stem cells are introduced to replace damaged cells.

Autism spectrum disorder is a neurological and developmental disorder affecting communication, behaviour,
and learning. While there is no cure for ASD, various therapies are used to manage symptoms and improve the
individual's quality of life.

6) Consider the following statements.

1. X-ray fluorescence is commonly used to study the composition of materials in a non-destructive
manner.

2. When the sun gives out solar flares, a large amount of X-ray radiation falls on the moon, triggering X-
ray fluorescence.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both 1and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: ¢)

Scientists from Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) have mapped out the global distribution of sodium on
the Moon’s surface. They used the CLASS instrument (Chandrayaan-2 large area soft X-ray spectrometer) carried
by the second Indian Moon mission, Chandrayaan-2.

This is the first effort to provide a global-scale measurement of sodium on the lunar surface using X-ray
fluorescent spectra.

X-ray fluorescence is commonly used to study the composition of materials in a non-destructive manner. When
the sun gives out solar flares, a large amount of X-ray radiation falls on the moon, triggering X-ray fluorescence.

7) Consider the following statements.

1. For Measles, the Symptoms appear around 10 to 14 days after exposure to the virus.

2. The WHO recommends that measles vaccine must be given only in combination like measles-rubella
(MR) or measles-mumps-rubella (MMR).

3. In India the Universal Immunisation Programme covers vaccination for measles.
How many of the above statements are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 2 is incorrect.

Symptoms appear around 10 to 14 days after exposure to the virus. The main symptoms are fever, dry cough,
running nose, sore throat and rash.

Young children, who don’t receive measles immunization, are at highest risks of being exposed to measles and its
complications, including death. The WHO recommends immunization for all children with two doses of measles
vaccine, either alone, or in a measles-rubella (MR) or measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) combination. As per the
guidance of National Health Mission, in India, measles vaccination is given under the Universal Immunisation
Programme at 9-12 months of age and the second dose at 16-24 months of age.
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8) Consider the following statements regarding Anthrax.

1. Anthrax, also known as woolsorter’s disease is a zoonotic disease.

2. ltis primarily a disease of herbivores, with both domestic and wild animals being affected by it.

3. Host animals shed the bacteria into the ground, which sporulates when exposed to the air.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)2,3

b) 1,2

1,3

d)1,2,3

Solution: d)

Anthrax, also known as malignant pustule or woolsorter’s disease, is a rare but serious disease caused by the rod-
shaped bacteria known as Bacillus anthracis. It occurs naturally in soil and, according to the WHO it is primarily a
disease of herbivores, with both domestic and wild animals being affected by it.

Anthrax is a zoonotic disease, meaning that it is naturally transmissible from animals (usually vertebrae) to
humans. People can get the disease through contact with infected animals or animal products that are
contaminated with bacteria.

How do animals get Anthrax?
Domestic and wild animals can get infected when they breathe in or ingest spores in contaminated soil, plants or
water.

Host animals shed the bacteria into the ground, which sporulates when exposed to the air. These spores, which
can persist in the soil for decades, wait to be taken up by another host, subsequently germinating and multiplying,
leading to its spread. Flies also appear to play a significant role in explosive outbreaks of the disease, as per the
WHO.

9) Consider the following statements regarding Dementia.

1. Dementia is a specific disease that affects memory, thinking, and social abilities.

2. Alzheimer's disease is the most common type of dementia and may contribute to 60—70% of cases.

3. DemClinic is an online memory screening clinic launched by World Health Organisation (WHO).
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: a)
Only statement 2 is correct.

The Dementia India Alliance (DIA) has launched a national dementia support line and an online memory
screening clinic called DemClinic.

Dementia is a general term for a group of symptoms that affect memory, thinking, and social abilities. Dementia
is not a specific disease, but rather a result of various diseases and injuries that affect the brain. Alzheimer's
disease is the most common type of dementia and may contribute to 60—-70% of cases.

Source

10) Consider the following statements regarding Aluminum-26.
1. Aluminum-26 is non-radioactive isotope that decays over time.
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2. It played a significant role in heating small rocks in the early Solar System, leading to the formation of
planets.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

Aluminum-26, a radioactive isotope that decays over time and is crucial for understanding the formation of the
Solar System.

Aluminum-26's decay played a significant role in heating small rocks in the early Solar System, leading to the
formation of planets.

Source

11) Consider the following statements.

1. Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) refers to technological foundation that enables the delivery of
essential digital services to people.

2. Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) facilitates that flow of people, money and information through digital
ID systems.

3. India Stack is a set of Application Programming Interfaces (APls) that provides digital infrastructure for
digital document storage and digital payments.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d)1,2,3

Solution: d)
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W
Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) —

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)
What is DPI? | Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) refers to the technological foundation that enables
the delivery of essential digital services to people.

DPI facilitates the flow of people, money, and information through digital ID systems,
real-time payment systems, and secure data sharing.

Goal The goal of DPI is to empower citizens, promote inclusion, and improve lives by
leveraging digital technology to provide accessible and efficient public services.

Three Pillars | DPIs is enables three fundamental things:

of DPI * Flow of people through a digital ID System E.g., Aadhar

* Flow of money through a real-time fast payment system E.g., UPI

* Flow of personal information through a consent-based data sharing system e.g.,

Account Aggregator
Other India, through India Stack, became the first country to develop various types of DPI for
examples of | services to people. E.g., Aadhaar; DigiYatra (biometric-enabled technology for faster
DPlin India travel clearance and based on facial recognition system); DigiLocker (digital document

storage platform) and UPI (Unified Payment Interface)

What is India | India Stack is a set of APIs (Application Programming Interfaces)
Stack? that provide a unique digital infrastructure to solve India's
challenges in presence-less, paperless, and cashless service delivery.
India Stack provides a secure and reliable platform for digital
identification (Aadhaar), digital document storage (Digilocker), and
digital payments (UPI)

Data e Aadhaar Act, 2016: Provides a legal framework for the Aadhaar

Protection * Personal Data Protection Bill: Aims to protect the privacy of personal data
Initiatives for e National Cyber Security Policy, 2013: Provides a framework for the protection of
DPI critical information infrastructure and prevention of cyber-attacks.

e Cyber Swachhta Kendra: It secures digital devices and networks through free

LB T tools and security solutions.

Daily CA
Challenges Securing political will, public support, and necessary resources for developing and
Related to implementing DPI; Ensuring strong privacy and security measures; Addressing the
DPI in India digital divide and ensuring accessibility for all citizens

12) X-ray Imaging and Spectroscopy Mission (XRISM) and Smart Lander for Investigating Moon (SLIM) were
successfully launched by
a) Australia
b) United States
c) Japan
d) Russia

Solution: c)
X-ray Imaging and Spectroscopy Mission (XRISM) and Smart Lander for Investigating Moon (SLIM) were
successfully launched by Japan.
XRISM is focused on studying X-ray emissions from celestial objects to better understand the universe's structure
and evolution. It will observe phenomena like black holes, neutron stars, and galaxy clusters.
SLIM aims to demonstrate precision landing capabilities on the Moon, allowing for targeted scientific
investigations and safe placements of future landers.

Source

13) Consider the following statements regarding Baryon Acoustic Oscillations (BAO).
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1. Baryon Acoustic Oscillations (BAO) are an irregular and rare fluctuations or ripples in the distribution of
matter in the universe.

2. These oscillations are a fundamental feature of the large-scale structure of the cosmos.

3. They provide important clues about the distribution of dark matter and dark energy.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 1 is incorrect.

Baryon Acoustic Oscillations (BAO) are regular, periodic fluctuations or ripples in the distribution of matter
(primarily baryonic matter, which includes protons and neutrons) in the universe.

These oscillations are a fundamental feature of the large-scale structure of the cosmos and provide important
clues about its geometry, expansion rate, and the distribution of dark matter and dark energy.

Source

14) Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTD) are caused by pathogens that include
1. Bacteria
2. Viruses
3. Fungi
4. Parasites
Select the correct answer code:
a)l,2
b) 1,2, 3
c)1,2,4
d) 1,234

Solution: d)

Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTD) continue to disproportionately impact the most impoverished members of the
international community, living in areas with inadequate water safety, sanitation and access to health care, said a
new World Health Organization (WHO) report.

NTDs are a diverse group of 20 conditions mainly prevalent in tropical areas — caused by various pathogens,
including viruses, bacteria, parasites, fungi and toxins.

15) Consider the following statements regarding Leucism.
1. Leucism affects the pigmentation of an animal's skin, feathers, scales, or fur.
2. Leucism is not a genetic condition.
3. It causes a complete absence of pigment.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: a)

Only statement 1 is correct.
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Leucism is a genetic condition that affects the pigmentation of an animal’s skin, feathers, scales, or fur. Unlike
albinism, which causes a complete absence of pigment, leucism results in a partial loss of pigment, leading to
white or pale colouration in affected areas.

6. International Relations and Organisations

1) Consider the following statements regarding Protocol to Eliminate lllicit Trade in Tobacco Products.

1. The Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products comes under the World Health
Organization’s Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.

2. The protocol provides the measures to eliminate illicit trade which includes establishing an
international track and trace system, and securing supply chains.

3. India has ratified the Protocol to Eliminate lllicit Trade in Tobacco Products.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: c)

Eliminating all forms of illicit trade in tobacco products through a package of measures is one of the major
objectives of the Protocol to Eliminate lllicit Trade in Tobacco Products under the World Health Organization’s
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. The Protocol provides the tools and the measures to eliminate or
minimise illicit trade which includes strong governance, establishing an international track and trace system, and
securing supply chains. India has already ratified the World Health Organization Protocol.

2) Which of the following are some of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)?
1. No poverty
2. Responsible Consumption and Production
3. Zero hunger
4. Decent work and economic growth
5. Zero inequality
Select the correct answer code:
a)l1,3,4,5
b)1,2,3,4
c)l,3,4
d)1,2,3,4,5

Solution: b)
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3) The Bandung Conference of 1955, paved the way for the creation of
a) Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
b) Commonwealth of Nations
c) Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
d) African Union

13 o

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

GOALS

Solution: ¢)

1955 Afro-Asian Conference held in Bandung, Indonesia, of which India was a key architect. For the first time,
former colonial territories of Asia and Africa came together in Bandung, igniting the spirit of third-world
solidarity and paving the way for the creation of a Non-Aligned Movement (NAM).

4) Consider the following statements regarding International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

1. IAEA was established as an autonomous organization under the UN Statute.

2. It inhibits the complete use of nuclear technologies and nuclear energy.

3. It reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and United Nations Security Council.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: a)
Only statement 3 is correct.

e The IAEA is the world’s centre for cooperation in the nuclear field.

e It was set up as the world’s “Atoms for Peace” organization in 1957.

e It was established as an autonomous organization in 1957 through its own international treaty, the IAEA
Statute.

e Reports to both the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council.

e Headquarters in Vienna, Austria.

e The IAEA serves as an intergovernmental forum for scientific and technical cooperation in the peaceful use of
nuclear technology and nuclear power worldwide.

Functions:
e Works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide to promote the safe, secure and peaceful use of
nuclear technologies.
® Seeks to promote the peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, including
nuclear weapons.

[ J
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5) International Program on Holocaust and Genocide Education (IPHGE) is the initiative of
a) Survival International
b) Human Rights Watch
c) Amnesty International
d) UNESCO

Solution: d)

The International Program on Holocaust and Genocide Education (IPHGE) is a programme undertaken jointly by
UNESCO and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (USHMM) to enable stakeholders from all regions of
the world to develop long-term educational, cultural and academic initiatives that can contribute to
institutionalize education about the Holocaust and genocide in their respective country.

6) Consider the following statements regarding G20 or the Group of Twenty.

1. Like the United Nations, G20 does not have a permanent secretariat.

2. G20 members represent around 85 per cent of the global GDP and about two-thirds of the world
population.

3. The G20 Presidency is responsible for bringing together the G20 agenda and organising its workings
and hosting summits.

4. All the members of ASEAN are the members of G20
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) Only three

d) All four

Solution: b)
Statements 1 and 4 are incorrect.

The G20 or the Group of Twenty comprises 19 countries (Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France,
Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey,
United Kingdom, and the United States) and the European Union.

These members represent around 85 per cent of the global GDP, over 75 per cent of global trade, and about
two-thirds of the world population. As a forum for international economic cooperation, it plays an important role
in shaping and strengthening global architecture and governance on all major international economic issues.

Unlike the UN, G20 does not have a permanent secretariat or staff. Rather, the G20 Presidency rotates annually
among the members — the Presidency is responsible for bringing together the G20 agenda, organising its
workings and hosting summits. India holds the Presidency from December 1, 2022, to November 30, 2023.

Source

7) Consider the following statements regarding Compact of Free Association (COFA).

1. The Compact of Free Association (COFA) is an international agreement between the U.S. and all the
Pacific Island states.

2. The COFA allows the U.S. to base troops in exchange for economic and migratory benefits.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both1and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2
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Solution: b)

The Compact of Free Association (COFA) is an international agreement between the U.S. and the three Pacific
Island states (Micronesia, Palau, and Marshall Islands). The COFA allows the U.S. to base troops in these
countries in exchange for economic and migratory benefits. The COFA also denies military access to these
countries by any outside party without U.S. consent.

Source

8) Consider the following statements.

1. India does not have formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan.

2. While following the One-China policy, India has established India-Taipei Association (ITA) in Taipei for
diplomatic engagements.

3. Taiwan Strait is a narrow body of water that separates the Taiwan from the mainland China.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: c)
India does not have formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan yet.
While following the One-China policy, India has an office in Taipei for diplomatic functions — India-Taipei

Association (ITA) is headed by a senior diplomat. Taiwan has the Taipei Economic and Cultural Center (TECC) in
New Delhi. Both were established in 1995.

East China Sea

.
Pacific Ocean
Q9

9) Consider the following statements regarding Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).
1. Adherence to the principles of the United Nations Charter is one of the core principles of ASEAN.
2. India is not part of the ASEAN Plus Six grouping.
3. India has signed a Free Trade Agreement with ASEAN.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: b)

Statement 2 is incorrect.
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ASEAN's core principles include regional cooperation in various fields, promotion of regional peace and stability,
and adherence to the principles of the United Nations Charter.
India is part of the ASEAN Plus Six grouping, which includes China, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand, and
Australia.

India and ASEAN signed a Free Trade Agreement in 2010 and have seen trade growth, except during the
pandemic years of 2020 and 2021.

10) Consider the following statements regarding One Sun, One World, One Grid (OSOWOG).

1. One Sun, One World, One Grid (OSOWOG) is aimed at creating a global interconnected grid for efficient
harnessing and sharing of solar energy resources across nations.

2. It is the initiative by G20 countries.

3. The vision behind OSOWOG is ‘the sun never sets’, ensuring solar energy availability at some
geographical location globally at any given time.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)

Statement 2 is incorrect.
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One Sun, One World, One Grid (OSOWOG) ot

About One Sun, One World, One Grid (OSOWOG) is a visionary initiative aimed at creating a

0SOWOG global interconnected grid for efficient harnessing and sharing of solar energy (and also
wind) resources across nations.

Under ISA It is an initiative by the International Solar Alliance (ISA), India, France and the United
Kingdom to build a global green energy grid

Vision The vision behind OSOWOG is ‘'The Sun Never Sets,’ ensuring solar energy availability
at some geographical location globally at any given time.

Origin ‘@’ India proposed OSOWOG during the ISA's inaugural assembly in October 2018. The UK

ﬁ and India merged their Green Grids Initiative and OSOWOG in May 2021. This merged
v initiative was launched at COP26 in November 2021.

Implementation | Implemented by ISA and under the technical assistance of the World Bank.
Leveraging ISA | The OSOWOG plan may leverage the International Solar Alliance (I1SA), co-founded by
India, with 80 member countries.

Geographical 0OSOWOG divides the solar spectrum into two broad zones: the Far East (e.g.,

Zones Myanmar, Vietnam) and the Far West (Middle East, Africa).

Three Phases: Interconnectivity within Asia (1st Phase)
Addition of Africa (2nd Phase)

& o s oo s | Global interconnection (3rd Phase) v
Significance Attracts investments in renewable energy: India plans to generate 40% of power from

LA non-fossil fuels by 2030
.@ @. Reduces project costs and increases efficiencies: At a global level, almost 2,600 GW of
; | interconnection capacity may be possible up to 2050, delivering estimated power
savings of 226 billion euros per year.
Benefits poverty alleviation and socio-economic challenges.
Develops India as a regional and global renewable energy management centre.
Issues Geopolitical uncertainties; Cost-sharing challenges among participating countries;
Q Complex, slow progress, and vulnerability to geopolitical issues; Varied laws and

% regulations in different Indian states; Contradiction with the 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat'

vision; Technical difficulties due to grid variations and centralization vs. distributed

generation.
Way Forward This vision of 0OSOWOG aligns with the G20 theme of "One-Earth, One-Family, One-
Q ) Future," emphasizing international cooperation in energy planning, information
N sharing, research and development, and technical assistance to support renewable
energy integration. To know more Visit Insights IAS Daily CA |

11) Camp David summit, that was recently in news is held at/hosted by
a) Japan
b) South Korea
c) Australia
d) United States

Solution: d)

The Camp David summit between the United States, Japan, and South Korea offers a unique opportunity for
India to enhance its strategic partnership with South Korea, particularly in the Indo-Pacific.

What is Camp David Summit?

Camp David summit is a series of meetings held at the Camp David presidential retreat in Maryland, USA. It's
where world leaders, meet and negotiate agreements with the USA. E.g., The USA, Israel and Egypt negotiated
and eventually reached the Camp David Accords in 1978, leading to a peace treaty between the two countries in

1979.

Source
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12) Consider the following statements regarding African Union (AU).
1. Less than half of the countries in Africa are part of African Union (AU).
2. Sirte Declaration called for the establishment of the African Union.
3. Recently African Union was admitted as a member to the G20.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 1 is incorrect.

The African Union (AU) is a continental union consisting of 55 member states located on the continent of Africa.
The AU was announced in the Sirte Declaration in Sirte, Libya, on 9 September 1999, calling for the establishment
of the African Union.

At the 18th G20 (Group of 20) meeting, held in Delhi, the African Union was admitted as a member to the G20
like the European Union.

13) Consider the following statements regarding India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEE-EC).

1. The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEE-EC) is an infrastructure development project
that aims to create connectivity through rail and shipping networks.

2. USA and EU are the participating countries.

3. It is part of the Partnership for Rail and Shipping Corridors Global Infrastructure Investment (PGlI).
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: ¢)

The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEE-EC) is an infrastructure development project that aims to
create connectivity through rail and shipping networks, energy cables, and data links.

Participating India, Saudi Arabia, UAE, France, Germany, ltaly, USA, EU

Countries

Objectives IMEC seeks to boost trade, clean energy, and economic growth while providing
an alternative to China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)

Part of It is part of the Partnership for Rail and Shipping Corridors Global Infrastructure
Investment (PGII) and focuses on enhancing global trade and cooperation
through critical infrastructure development.

14) Consider the following statements regarding Partnership for Global Infrastructure Investment (PGlI) initiative.
1. PGll is a collaborative effort by G20 countries to fund infrastructure projects in developing nations.
2. It serves as an alternative to China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
3. PGIl emphasizes charity over loans, benefiting the receiving countries.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None
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Solution: a)

Only statement 2 is correct.
What is the PGll initiative?

e The PGII (Partnership for Global Infrastructure Investment) initiative (announced in 2021 during the G7
summit in the UK) is a collaborative effort by G7 countries to fund infrastructure projects in developing
nations.

e [t serves as an alternative to China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and aims to mobilize funds for critical
infrastructure development, focusing on transparency, sustainability, and gender equality.

e PGIl emphasizes loans over charity, benefiting both lending and receiving countries.

Source

7. Polity

1) Article 35A of the Indian Constitution, that was recently in news is related to
a) Right to property
b) Right to settle anywhere in the country
c) Protection against preventive detention
d) Special rights to permanent residents of the erstwhile state of Jammu & Kashmir

Solution: d)

Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud said Article 35A, which empowered the Jammu and Kashmir Legislature
to define “permanent residents” of the State and provide them special privileges, denied fundamental rights to
others.

“Article 35A gave special rights and privileges to permanent residents and virtually took away the rights for non-
residents. These rights included the right to equal opportunity of State employment, right to acquire property and
the right to settle in Jammu and Kashmir,” Chief Justice Chandrachud, heading a Constitution Bench, observed.

‘Permanent residents’ included people who were hereditary State subjects as in 1927, when J&K was a princely
state prior to its accession to the Indian Dominion in 1947. Article 35A, which was introduced through the
Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 1954 issued by the President under Article 370,
demarcated permanent residents with exclusive right to purchase land, seek State government employment and
other benefits in education and health care. The others, called ‘non-permanent residents’, were not privy to these
privileges.

Source

2) Consider the following statements.

1. Article 19 of the Constitution of India guarantees the right to freedom of speech and expression to all
citizens.

2. Under the Press Council of India (PCI) Act, of 1978, the Press Council has powers of a civil court to deal
with complaints regarding news agency or journalist.

3. The Press Council of India (PCI) Act, of 1978 protects journalists from being asked to disclose their
sources during the proceedings.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one
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b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 3 is incorrect.

In India, there is no specific legislation that protects journalists from being asked to disclose their sources.
Article 19 of the Constitution guarantees the right to freedom of speech and expression to all citizens.
Investigative agencies can issue notice to anyone, including journalists, to provide information. Like any citizen, a
journalist can be compelled to give evidence in Court. If she does not comply, the journalist can face charges of
Contempt of Court.

However, the absence of a specific law, it is often the discretion of a Court. Courts have in “public interest
asked journalists to disclose their sources.

Under the Press Council of India (PCI) Act, of 1978, the Press Council has powers of a civil court to deal with
complaints when a newspaper has “offended against the standards of journalistic ethics or public taste or that an
editor or working journalist has committed any professional misconduct.” However, the Council cannot force a
newspaper, news agency, journalist, or editor to reveal their sources during the proceedings.

3) Consider the following statements regarding e-Courts Integrated Mission Mode Project.

1. The e-Courts Mission Mode Project, is a Pan-India Project, monitored and funded by the Supreme
Court of India.

2. It aims at computerization of District and subordinate courts across India.

3. Itis implemented in association with the Department of Justice.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 1 is incorrect.

The Government has launched the e-Courts Integrated Mission Mode Project in the country for
computerization of District and subordinate courts with the objective of improving access to justice using
technology. As part of the National e-Governance Plan, the project is under implementation since 2007 for ICT
development of the Indian Judiciary based on the “National Policy and Action Plan for Implementation of
Information and Communication Technology in the Indian Judiciary”. E-Courts project is being implemented in
association with e-Committee Supreme Court of India and Department of Justice.

Source Source

4) Consider the following statements.

1. The term "special session" which is convened for specific occasions or commemorating milestones is
defined in the Constitution of India.

2. The Central government, through the Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary Affairs, decides when
Parliament meets, including session dates and durations.

3. The provision that mandates that there should not be more than a six-month gap between two
parliamentary sessions was adapted from the Indian Councils Act 1909.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

[ J
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b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: a)
Only statement 2 is correct.

The term "special session" is not defined in the Constitution but is often used for sessions convened for specific
occasions or commemorating milestones.

The government, through the Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary Affairs, decides when Parliament meets,
including session dates and durations.

The Constitution mandates that there should not be more than a six-month gap between two parliamentary
sessions. This provision was adapted from the Government of India Act of 1935

Source

5) Consider the following statements regarding declaring the election of a Member of Parliament as null and
void.

1. According to Representation of the People Act (RPA), 1951 only the Supreme Court can declare an
election of a Member of Parliament as void on grounds of Corrupt practices or Failing to declare election
expenses.

2. The aggrieved person cannot appeal against the order of the Court and the matter has to be settled by
the Election Commission.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: d)

Representation of the People Act (RPA), 1951 enables the High Court to declare an election void on certain
grounds (Conviction of certain offences, Corrupt practices, Failing to declare election expenses, Interests in
government contracts or works). The aggrieved person can appeal to the Supreme Court against the order of
the High Court.

Source

6) Consider the following statements.

1. Hate Speech refers to an incitement to hatred primarily against a group of persons defined in terms of
race, ethnicity and gender.

2. At present there are no provisions in the Indian Penal Code to penalize hate speech.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) Lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)
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Hate Speech as defined by the 267th report of the Law Commission of India is “an incitement to hatred primarily
against a group of persons defined in terms of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, religious belief and
the like”.

Under Indian Penal Code:

Sections 153A and 153B of the IPC: Punishes acts that cause enmity and hatred between two groups.

Section 295A of the IPC: Deals with punishing acts which deliberately or with malicious intention outrage the
religious feelings of a class of persons.

Sections 505(1) and 505(2): Make the publication and circulation of content which may cause ill-will or hatred
between different groups an offence.

7) Consider the following statements.

1. The Constitution of India declares that Indians possess freedom of speech, but is subject to the interest
of public order, or the sovereignty and integrity of India.

2. The right to freedom of expression has been recognised as a human right in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights.

3. In India fundamental rights cannot be enforced against persons other than the state and its
instrumentalities.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)2,3

b)1,2
)1,
)1,

()

3
2

o

,3
Solution: b)

The freedom of speech is one of the most cherished freedoms. The Constitution of India, too, declares that
Indians possess this freedom, but makes it subject to the interest of public order, or the sovereignty and integrity
of India.

The right to freedom of expression has been recognised as a human right in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and international human rights law by the United Nations.

The Court concluded that such fundamental rights can be enforced even against persons other than the state and
its instrumentalities.

8) Consider the following statements regarding Rajya Sabha.

1. Any Bill passed by the Lok Sabha, needs the assent of the Rajya Sabha to become a law.

2. To ensure continuity, one-third of its members retire after every second year, and biennial elections
are held to fill these vacancies.

3. By-polls are not held in the case of Rajya Sabha elections.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: a)
Only statement 2 is correct.

Rajya Sabha is a permanent House and cannot be dissolved. To ensure continuity, one-third of its members
retire after every second year, under Article 83(1) of the Constitution, and “biennial elections” are held to fill
these vacancies. The term of a member is six years.
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Vacancies arising due to resignation, death or disqualification are filled up through bypolls, and those elected
serve out the remainder of their predecessors’ term.

Any Bill, barring those designated as Money Bills by the Lok Sabha Speaker, needs the assent of the second
chamber to become law.

9) Consider the following statements.

1. Article 368 of the Indian Constitution empowers Parliament to amend any provision of the
Constitution.

2. Indian Parliament has the absolute power to change the name of the country.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: d)

Parliament has the absolute power to change the name of the country at any time by amending the
Constitution. Article 368 of the Constitution empowers Parliament to amend any provision of the Constitution
which includes the name of the country, as mentioned in Article 1.

Source

10) Consider the following statements.

1. Association for Democratic Reforms is a non-partisan, non-governmental organization which works in
the area of electoral and political reforms.

2. National Election Watch is a mechanism brought out by Election Commission of India in early 2020 to
ensure free and fair election for the State Assemblies.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

Association for Democratic Reforms is a non-partisan, non-governmental organization which works in the area of
electoral and political reforms since 1999.

The National Election Watch (NEW) is a nationwide campaign comprising of more than 1200 NGOs and other
citizen led organizations working together on electoral reforms, improving democracy and governance in India.
The campaign is active in almost all states of India and has been doing election watches for the State Assembly
and Lok Sabha Elections since 2002.
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8. History, Art and Culture

1) Consider the following statements regarding National School of Drama.
1. National School of Drama was setup by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India.
2. It functions as one of the constituent unit under Sangeet Natak Akademi.
3. It is mainly financed by the voluntary contributions.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: d)

The National School of Drama is one of the foremost theatre training institutions in the world and the only one of
its kind in India. It was set up by the Sangeet Natak Akademi as one of its constituent units in 1959. In 1975, it
became an independent entity and was registered as an autonomous organization under the Societies
Registration Act XXI of 1860, fully financed by the Ministry of Culture, Government of India.

Source

2) Kheer Bhawani Temple, recently in news is located in
a) Maharashtra
b) Uttarakhand
c) Odisha
d) Jammu and Kashmir

Solution: d)
Kheer Bhawani temple is situated in Jammu and Kashmir.

3) Consider the following statements regarding Pulikkali.
1. Pulikkali is a recreational folk art where participants are painted as tigers and hunters.
2. Itis performed on the occasion of Onam festival, mainly in Thrissur.
3. It traces its origin from Kathakali.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: b)

Statement 3 is incorrect.

Pulikkali Itis a street folk art during Onam, mainly in Thrissur, Kerala, where
participants paint as tigers and hunters, dancing to traditional
percussion music. Maharaja Rama Varma Sakthan Thampuran

introduced it.

4) Consider the following pairs.
1. Mohiniyattam: Lyrical dance mainly performed by women, narrating stories related to king Mahabali.
2. Koodiyattam: Ancient theatre form showcasing stories from Hindu epics.
3. Thiruvathirakali: A solo performance humorously narrating epics.

www.insightsonindia.com 49 " INSIGHTSIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/nsd-postpones-shows-of-play-based-on-bhisham-sahnis-tamas/article67245129.ece

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

4. Chakyar Koothu: A traditional group dance celebrating womanhood.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)

Statements 1 and 2 are correct.

Mohiniyattam & Graceful and lyrical dance is mainly performed by women,

A narrating stories related to King Mahabali during Onam.

UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage, an ancient theatre form
showcasing stories from Hindu epics, sometimes performed during
=) Onam.

Thiruvathirakali A traditional group dance celebrating womanhood with graceful
circular movements and clapping under moonlight.

Chakyar Koothu A solo performance humorously narrating epics, an integral part of
Onam festivities, although not a dance form.

Created by Malayalam poet Kunchan Nambiar, combines
storytelling, dance, and song with satirical and humorous themes
during Onam. To know more Visit Insights IAS Daily Current Affairs

Koodiyattam

Ottamthullal

5) Consider the following statements regarding Mitakshara Law.
1. The Mitakshara school of Hindu law specifies procedures for succession and inheritance.
2. It states that a son, grandson, and great-grandson have a right to family property through birth.
3. The Mitakshara School of Law is followed in every state in India.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 3 is incorrect.

The Mitakshara school of Hindu law is a well-known school of thought that specifies procedures for succession
and inheritance. The Mitakshara school of thought states that a son, grandson, and great-grandson have a right
to family property through birth.

The Mitakshara School of Law is followed in every state in India, except for West Bengal and Assam.
Source

6) Consider the following statements regarding Phanigiri artefacts.
1. Phanigiri, often referred to as the "hillock of snake hood," is a small village located in Madhya Pradesh.
2. Phanigiri provides evidence of the deification of Buddha and a transition towards canonization and
ritual in Buddhist practices.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
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d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

The Phanigiri Buddhist artefacts, discovered in 1942 and dating from 200 BCE to 400 CE, are currently showcased
at the New York Metropolitan Museum of Art in an exhibition called "The Tree and Serpent."

Phanigiri, often referred to as the "hillock of snake hood," is a small village approximately 150 km from
Hyderabad, with significant historical and spiritual significance in Buddhism.

Findings at Phanigiri:

e Remarkable findings at Phanigiri are a set of thoranas, which are stone gateways, and one of these thoranas
displays both Mahayana and Hinayana schools of Buddhist thought, suggesting coexistence despite
philosophical differences.

e Phanigiri provides evidence of the deification of Buddha and a transition towards canonization and ritual in
Buddhist practices.

e The artefacts from this site, including a limestone carving of Buddha wearing what appears to be a Roman

toga, are considered highly important and are now part of the exhibition in New York.

Source

7) Consider the following statements regarding Banglar mati, Banglar jol.
1. Banglar mati, Banglar jol was written by Rabindranath Tagore.
2. The song was written in 1905 in response to Lord Curzon's partition of Bengal.
3. ltis declared as the state anthem of West Bengal.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: c)

The West Bengal Assembly has declared Poila Baishakh (April 15), the first day of the Bengali calendar, as the
statehood day and designated Rabindranath Tagore's "Banglar mati, Banglar jol" as the state anthem.

Significance of the song:
The song was written by Tagore in 1905 in response to Lord Curzon's partition of Bengal, which was a divisive
colonial strategy to weaken the nationalist movement.
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8) Consider the following statements.

1. During Bhakti movement, many of the poet-saints were preaching for abolishing the Varna system.

2. The Bhakti movement started earlier and got well established first in North India and much later in
South India.

3. One school within the Bhakti movement was the Nirguni tradition, according to which God was
understood to be universal and formless being.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 2 is incorrect.

The Bhakti movement, which began in the 7th century in South India, had begun to spread across north India in
the 14th and the 15th centuries. The movement was characterized by popular poet-saints who sang devotional
songs to God in vernacular languages, with many preaching for the abolishing the Varna system and some kind of
Hindu-Muslim unity. They emphasized an intense emotional attachment with God.

One school within the Bhakti movement was the Nirguni tradition and Sant Kabir was a prominent member of
it. In this tradition, God was understood to be a universal and formless being.

9) Consider the following pairs regarding the Tribal art and the States of their origin.
1. Pithora Art: Gujarat
2. Gond Painting: Madhya Pradesh
3. Saura Painting: Odisha
4. Maheshwari Silk Sarees: Madhya Pradesh
5. Dhokra Jewellery: West Bengal

How many of the above pairs are correctly matched?
a) Only two
b) Only three
c) Only four
d) All five

Solution: d)
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commemorating auspicious occasions.

8l| Notably, Padma Shri awardee Shri Paresh

Rathwa is a renowned artist of Pithora art.

..::_ Tribes India pavilion (G20)
Tribal Art Description Tribal Origin \J .
Pithora Art § 25 % | Ritualistic paintings with animated figures | Rathwa, Bhilala,
and vibrant colors. Naik, and Bhil
3| These paintings depict social, cultural, and | tribes (Gujarat
mythological aspects of tribal life and are | and Madhya
used for propitiation, thanksgiving, and Pradesh)

Source

9. Agriculture

1) Consider the following statements.

1. The minimum support price (MSP) of a crop is different for different states.
2. The Food Corporation of India (FCI) was constituted on the recommendation of the LK Jha Committee.
3. Agricultural wage rate is not considered while setting up of the MSP.

How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: a)

Only statement 2 is correct.
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Gond Intricate and colorful designs. Artisans from
Painting Madhya
Pradesh
Saura Known for its distinct style. Artisans from
Painting Odisha
Angora and High-quality shawls. Leh-Ladakh and
Pashmina Himachal
Shawls o Pradesh
A\
Colorful Jewelry * Crafted by the Konyak tribes of Nagaland. | Konyak tribes
(Nagaland)
Maheshwari Silk Traditional silk sarees worn during Madhya
religious ceremonies and auspicious evens. | Pradesh
Sarees
To know
more Visit
Dhokra Handcrafted from molten metals, beads, West Bengal, Insights IAS
Jewelry colorful glass pieces, and wooden balls. Odisha, | Daily
Chhattisgarh, cyrrent
and Madhya Affairs
Pradesh |

INSIGHTSIAS

wr



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1955624#:~:text=The%20exhibition%20is%20being%20hosted,and%2010th%20September%202023.

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

For the first time, in 1966-67, the minimum support price (MSP) of wheat and paddy was fixed. To fix the price,
the central government constituted the Agricultural Prices Commission, which was later renamed as the
Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP) in 1985.

This means that the minimum support price (MSP) system was introduced in the country to protect the
interests of the farmers in general. Under this system, even if the price of a crop falls in the market, the central
government procures it at the fixed MSP from the farmers so that they can be shielded against losses.

The MSP of a crop is the same throughout the country.

The Food Corporation of India (FCI) was constituted in 1965 on the recommendation of the LK Jha Committee.
The government stores the grains procured from the farmers with the FCl and NAFED (National Agricultural
Cooperative Marketing Federation of India) from where the grains are distributed to the poor under the Public
Distribution System (PDS).

Since 2009, the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices fixes the minimum support price of a crop based on
cost, demand, supply position, price changes, market price trend, different costs and international market prices.

The Ministry of Agriculture also claims that the cost of production of cultivation does not only include cash
expenditure (as per market) but also the cost of labour (as per market rate). This means that agricultural wage
rate is also considered while setting up of the MSP.

2) Consider the following statements regarding Minor Irrigation Census (MIC) in India.

1. Minor Irrigation Census (MIC) is a compendium of borewells, tubewells, and other privately-owned
irrigation sources by farmers.

2. The MIC reports are a reflection of the present state of use of irrigation schemes.

3. It is conducted by Niti Ayog.

4. According to the latest edition of the Minor Irrigation Census (MIC), wind and solar energy is the
dominant source of power to extract water.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) Only three

d) All four

Solution: a)
Only statement 1 is correct.

The latest edition of the Minor Irrigation Census (MIC) — a compendium of borewells, tubewells, and other
privately owned irrigation sources by farmers — finds that electricity is the dominant source of power to
extract water, over diesel, windmills, and solar pumps.

While the use of electricity showed a quantum jump from powering only 56% of sources in 2011 to 70% in 2017,
the latest report, made public last week, shows electricity as powering 76% of sources — a slower growth rate.

The MIC reports aren’t a reflection of the present state of use. The data made public in the latest, sixth edition
of the report, reflects irrigation trends in 2017-18. Similarly the report released in 2017, or the fifth edition,
reflected data in 2013-14 and the report of 2011, the situation in 2006-07. Because data collection requires
collecting granular data down to the block level, it takes a few years to compile and make the data public.

This electrification of groundwater withdrawal corresponds to a rise in the use of tubewells and borewells that
are capable of extracting water at greater depths.

Source

3) Aus aman and boro are variety of which crop
[ J
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a) Wheat
b) Jowar

c) Maize

d) Rice

Solution: d)

* Temperature: 22-32°C (high RE " TOPTEL':!C?P!(QU;%—
humidity) STATES (2016-2017)

e Rainfall: Around 150-300 cm.

* Soil Type: Deep clayey and loamy
soil.

* Top Rice Producing States: West
Bengal > Punjab > Uttar Pradesh >
Andhra Pradesh > Bihar.

* Aus, Aman and Boro: In states like
Assam, West Bengal and Odisha,
three crops of paddy are grown in a 2
year. TRRIONG

* India is the leading exporter of ’ , —o
Basmati Rice to the global market. .

e Major Export Destinations for
Basmati Rice (2021-22): Iran, Saudi o
Arab, Iraq, United Arab EMTs, U S A \
and Yemen Republic.

INDIAN OCEAN

Source

4) Consider the following statements regarding Negotiable Warehouse Receipts.
1. It allows transfer of ownership of that commodity stored in a warehouse without having to deliver the
physical commodity.
2. They are issued by registered warehouses and enables farmers to seek loans from banks against NWRs.
3. ltis regulated by APEDA.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 2 only
b) 1,2
c)2,3
d)1,3

Solution: b)

Negotiable warehouse receipt, which was launched in 2011, allows transfer of ownership of that commodity
stored in a warehouse without having to deliver the physical commodity. These receipts are issued in negotiable
form, making them eligible as collateral for loans.

Warehouse receipts are made negotiable under the Warehouse (Development and Regulation) Act, 2007, and
regulated by the Warehousing Development and Regulatory Authority (WDRA).

NWR are issued by registered warehouses enables farmers to seek loans from banks against NWRs

The government has rolled out negotiable warehousing receipts in electronic format that farmers can use to avail
of bank credit easily and without fear of losing or misusing it.

5) Consider the following statements regarding Pearl millet.
1. Pearl millet a drought-tolerant cereal grain widely cultivated in arid and semi-arid regions of India and
Africa.
2. It is known for its resilience to adverse growing conditions, including low rainfall.
3. Heavy soils in southern India are not suitable for the cultivation of Pearl millet.
[ J
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How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 3 is incorrect.
A study (by the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-arid Tropics (ICRISAT) and ICAR-AICRP) reveals
that climate change has shifted India’s core pearl millet (bajra) production zone from arid regions in Rajasthan to
eastern Rajasthan and Haryana due to increased rainfall caused by human-induced climate change.

What is Pearl millet?

It is commonly known as bajra, a drought-tolerant cereal grain widely cultivated in arid and semi-arid regions of
India and Africa. It is known for its resilience to adverse growing conditions, including low rainfall.

India classifies pearl millet cultivation zones based on rainfall patterns and soil types.

Zone ‘A1’:The arid regions of Rajasthan, which receive less than 400 millimetres (mm) of rainfall, are
categorised as Zone ‘Al’.

Zone ‘A’: Semi-arid regions in north and central India, including southern Rajasthan, Haryana, Gujarat and
Uttar Pradesh, which receive more than 400 mm of rainfall per year, form Zone ‘A’.

Zone ‘B’: Semi-arid regions with heavy soils in southern India and central western India with over 400 mm
of rainfall from Zone B.

INSIGHTSIAS
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EEA Finger
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(In2020-21) ‘powerhouses of nutrition’. 1
Source

6) Consider the following statements regarding Cotton cultivation in India.

1. Cotton requires a minimum of 180 frost-free days.
2. India is the largest cotton producer in the world.
3. India grows all the four types of cotton species.

4. In India more than 50 percent of cotton cropped area is rain-fed.

How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) Only three
d) All four

Solution: ¢)

Statement 2 is incorrect.
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Cotton

INSIGHTSIAS

e Type: Kharif Crop

e Climate: 21-30 degree C and minimum of
180 frost-free days

e Rainfall: 50-100 cm ( nearly 65% of cotton
cropped area is rain-fed)

e States: Guj> MH> Telangana> Andhra> R}

e India’s position: 2nd (China is largest
cotton producer)

e Soil: Black cotton soil (high water
retention)

 Species of Cotton (all four are grown in iel, mmmw
India): Asian Cotton (Gossypium
arboream and G. herbaceum); Egyptian *Maps - For representation purpose only.

Cotton (G. barbadense); American Upland
Cotton( G. hirsutum)

Turkey
-
\
Mali, Senegal,
Burkina Faso, '
Cote d’lvoire,
” Ghana
Brazi Mozambique, Australi
e T T —— Malawi, Zambia, ey =
greemer Zimbabwe

Cotton belts of the world

7) Which of the following are the Government initiatives for the Cotton sector in India?
1. Amended Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme
2. Market Access Initiative (MAI) Scheme
3. SAMARTH scheme
4. Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) Only three
d) All four

Solution: d)

Government initiatives for the Cotton sector in India:
e Amended Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme (ATUFS)
e Market Access Initiative (MAI) Scheme
e SAMARTH (Scheme for Capacity Building in the Textile Sector)
e Mega Investment Textiles Parks (MITRA)
e Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme to promote the production of MMF Apparel, MMF Fabrics and
Products of Technical Textiles
[ J
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10. Defence and Security

1) Consider the following statements regarding Dual-use items.

1. They are products and technologies that can have both civilian and military or non-military
applications.

2. In India these items are regulated as per India’s Foreign Trade Policy.

3. Directorate General of Trade Remedies (DGTR) prepares a specialized list of dual-use items to ensure
that these items are traded in compliance with international regimes.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 3 is incorrect.
What are Dual-use items?

They are products, technologies, materials, or equipment that can have both civilian and military or non-military
applications. These items are designed or intended primarily for civilian purposes but can also be used for
military or other prohibited purposes.

Examples: precursor chemicals like sarin gas; Components like centrifuges

Currently, the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) prepares a specialized SCOMET (speciality chemicals,
organisms, materials, equipment, and technologies) list of dual-use items and these items are regulated as per
India’s Foreign Trade Policy.

Source

2) Consider the following statements regarding Missile and Dual-Use Export Control Regimes.

1. They are agreements among major supplier countries aimed at preventing the proliferation of certain
military and dual-use technologies, particularly those related to Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD).

2. These agreements are independent of the United Nations.

3. They apply only to their member countries, with no obligation for others to join.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: ¢)
What is MECR (Missile and Dual-Use Export Control Regimes)?

They are voluntary agreements among major supplier countries aimed at preventing the proliferation of certain
military and dual-use technologies, particularly those related to Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD).

These agreements are independent of the United Nations and apply only to their member countries, with no
obligation for others to join.

3) Indiais not a member of which of the following Missile and Dual-Use Export Control Regimes?
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1. Australia Group (AG)

2. Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR)

3. Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG)
4. Wassenaar Arrangement
How many of the above options is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) Only three
d) None of the above

Solution: a)

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

India is a member of three out of the four MECRs, excluding the Nuclear Suppliers Group.

The four MECRs include:

¢ Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) for nuclear technology control
e Australia Group (AG) for chemical and biological technology control

e Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) for rockets and aerial vehicles related to WMD delivery,
e Wassenaar Arrangement for conventional arms and dual-use goods and technologies.

4) Which of the following are the defence exercises between India and France?

1. Varuna
2. Indra
3. Garuda Shakti
How many of the above options is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: a)
Only option 1 is correct.
Defence Exercises between India and France:
e Varuna — Naval exercise

e Desert Knight-21 and Garuda (Air exercise)
e Shakti — Army exercise

www.insightsonindia.com
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11. Reports and Indices

1) Consider the following statements regarding Global Multidimensional Poverty Index report of 2023.

1. Global Multidimensional Poverty Index report of 2023 was released by United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty & Human Development Initiative (OPHI).

2. According to the report, the incidence of the multidimensional poverty increased from 2015-16 to
2019-21.

3. Multidimensional poverty estimates act as substitute for National Sample Survey (NSS) consumption-
based poverty ratios.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: a)
Only Statement 1 is correct.

The Global Multidimensional Poverty Index report of 2023 of the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty & Human Development Initiative (OPHI), which was released recently, also
shows that the incidence of the multidimensional poverty index declined from 27.5% in 2015-16 to 16.2% in
2019-21.

Multidimensional poverty estimates are not substitutes for National Sample Survey (NSS) consumption-based
poverty ratios.

Source

2) Consider the following statements regarding World food price index.

1. It is released by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

2. It is a measure of the monthly change in international prices of a basket of food commodities.

3. It consists of the average of ten major food commodity group price indices weighted with the average
export shares of each of the groups.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 3 is incorrect.

FPI, released by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is a measure of the monthly change in
international prices of a basket of food commodities.

It consists of the average of five commodity group price indices - cereals, oilseeds, dairy products, meat and
sugar, weighted with the average export shares of each of the groups.
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12. Maps / Places

1) Yangtse region, recently seen in news is located in
a) Himachal Pradesh
b) Ladakh
c) Arunachal Pradesh
d) Sikkim

Solution: c)

Yangtse in the Tawang sector of Arunachal Pradesh is one of the contested areas along the 3488-km Line of
Actual Control between India and China, stretching from the Western Sector to Middle Sector to Eastern Sector.

2) Which of the following places on India’s side of the Line of Actual Control (LAC) is located in Arunachal
Pradesh?
1. Tawang
2. Demchok
3. Depsang
Select the correct answer code:
a)1,3
b) 1 only
c)1,2
d 1,23

Solution: b)

Karakoram Daulat AKSAI CHINA
Beg Oldi (Area illegally
occupied by
China)

SPANGUR

-~ WESTERN
Sedof’ o:\gushu — HIGHWAY
' %: Pangong Tso
~ I.ADAKH % s
L e o cnumn\ SIPKI PASS
) HIMACHAL ‘A
| L PRADESH g leita

DEM(HOK

3) Consider the following statements.
1. Rwanda is a landlocked country in the Great Rift Valley of Central Africa.
2. The Equator passes through Rwanda.
3. Rwanda is located south of Burundi.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: a)
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Only statement 1 is correct.

Rwanda is a landlocked country in the Great Rift Valley of Central Africa, where the African Great Lakes region
and Southeast Africa converge. Located a few degrees south of the Equator, Rwanda is bordered by Uganda,
Tanzania, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of the Congo.
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4) Consider the following statements.
1. Kenya is a country in East Africa with a coastline on the Indian Ocean.
2. Kenya encompasses savannah, Great Rift Valley and mountain highlands.
3. Mount Kilimanjaro can be seen from Kenya.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: ¢)
Kenya is a country in East Africa with a coastline on the Indian Ocean. It encompasses savannah, lakelands, the

dramatic Great Rift Valley and mountain highlands. It's also home to Maasai Mara Reserve, known for its annual
wildebeest migrations, and Amboseli National Park, offering views of Tanzania's 5,895m Mt. Kilimanjaro.
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5) Consider the following statements regarding Morocco.
1. Morocco lies along the boundary of the African and Eurasian tectonic plates.
2. It borders both the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea.
3. Atlas mountain is located in Morocco.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) All three
d) None

Solution: c)

A powerful earthquake struck Morocco, affecting areas including the Atlas Mountains and the historic city of
Marrakech. Earthquakes are relatively rare in North Africa, and this was described as the strongest ever recorded

in the mountain region.
Morocco lies along the boundary of the African and Eurasian tectonic plates. Here the two massive plates

interact, and their movements can result in seismic activity.
Morocco, a North African country bordering the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea, is distinguished by its

Berber, Arabian and European cultural influences.
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6) Consider the following statements regarding Red Sea.
1. The Red Sea is an inlet of the Indian Ocean located between Africa and Asia.
2. It is one of the most saline bodies of water globally.
3. In the south, it is bordered by the Sinai Peninsula, the Gulf of Aqaba, and the Gulf of Suez.
4. It is called Red Sea because the water typically appears red in colour.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) Only three
d) All four

Solution: b)
Statements 1 and 2 are correct.

The Red Sea is an inlet of the Indian Ocean located between Africa and Asia. It is one of the most saline bodies of
water globally. It connects to the Indian Ocean in the south through the Bab el Mandeb Strait and the Gulf of
Aden. In the north, it is bordered by the Sinai Peninsula, the Gulf of Agaba, and the Gulf of Suez, leading to the
Suez Canal. The Red Sea occupies a part of the Great Rift Valley, known as the Afro-Arabian Rift Valley.

The Red Sea is not red in appearance; it typically has blue-green water. One theory suggests that a cyanobacteria
called Trichodesmium erythraeum, a red-colored algae, may occasionally turn the water reddish-brown during
seasonal algal blooms. Another theory links the name to Asiatic languages that use colours to denote cardinal
directions, with "red" possibly representing "south."

7) The countries bordering Red Sea are
1. Saudi Arabia
2. Yemen
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3. Eritrea
4. Djibouti
How many of the above options are correct?
a) Only one
b) Only two
c) Only three
d) All four

Solution: d)
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13. Miscellaneous

1) The official committees that have estimated the number of people living in poverty in India are
1. D T Lakdawala committee
2.Y K Alagh committee
3. C Rangarajan committee
4. Suresh Tendulkar committee
Select the correct answer code:
a)l, 3,4
b)2,3,4
c)3,4
d1,23,4

Solution: d)

The official committees that have estimated the number of people living in poverty in India — the working group
of 1962; V N Dandekar and N Rath in 1971; Y K Alagh in 1979; D T Lakdawala in 1993; Suresh Tendulkar in 2009;
and C Rangarajan in 2014.

Source

2) India’s first metro rail system built by Indian Railways was at
a) Chennai
b) Delhi
c) Kolkata
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d) Mumbai

Solution: c)

The Kolkata Metro Railway, India’s first metro system built by Indian Railways, has decided to replace its steel
third rail with a composite aluminium third rail.

This move aligns Kolkata Metro with prestigious international metro systems like those in London, Moscow,
Berlin, Munich, and Istanbul, which have also made the shift from steel to aluminium third rails.

Source

3) Consider the following statements regarding Hallmarking.

1. At present only gold and silver have been brought under the purview of Hallmarking.

2. In Gold, Mandatory hallmarking is applicable only to 22 and 24 carats of gold jewellery/artefacts.

3. Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) assigns a Hallmarking Unique ID number to all hallmarked items.
How many of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Only one

b) Only two

c) All three

d) None

Solution: b)
Statement 2 is incorrect.
What is Hallmarking?

Hallmarking is like a quality stamp for jewellery and precious metal items. It tells you how pure or good the metal
is.

The principal objectives of the Hallmarking Scheme are to protect the public against adulteration and to obligate
manufacturers to maintain legal standards of fineness.

Hallmarking in India:

e At present two precious metals namely gold and silver have been brought under the purview of
Hallmarking.

e Mandatory hallmarking order is applicable on 14, 18 and 22 carats of gold jewellery/artefacts only.

e BIS assigns a unique HUID (Hallmarking Unique ID) number to all hallmarked items

e Consumers can verify the authenticity of hallmarked items using the 'verify HUID' feature in the BIS Care
app.

Source
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