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Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and
Architecture from ancient to modern times.

Trace the growth and development of trade in ancient India, focusing on the
prominent trade routes. Evaluate how this flourishing trade influenced the cultural

aspects of ancient Indian civilization. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The article discusses the discovery of carnelian beads in the archaeological site of Keeladi, Tamil
Nadu, which reaffirms ancient trade links between the region and territories in western India.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the growth of trade in ancient India and its impact on culture.

Directive word:

Evaluate — When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence. You must appraise the worth of
the statement in question. There is scope for forming an opinion here.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by providing an overview of the importance of trade in ancient India.

Body:

First, write about the historical context of trade in ancient India, including the time periods and
regions involved. Highlight the significance of trade routes like the Silk Road and maritime routes.
Next, write about how trade influenced the cultural aspects of ancient India, including religion, art,
and language. Discuss the spread of Indian culture to other regions through trade.

Conclusion:

Conclude by summarising.
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Introduction

Trade played a crucial role in the growth and development of ancient India, shaping its economy,
culture, and society. The trade routes of ancient India were instrumental in connecting the
subcontinent with other regions, fostering cultural exchange, and facilitating the spread of goods,
ideas, and technologies.

Early Trade in Ancient India:
Indus Valley Civilization (c. 3300-1300 BCE):

o The earliest evidence of trade in ancient India can be traced back to the Indus Valley
Civilization, one of the world’s earliest urban cultures. Excavations at sites like Mohenjo-
Daro and Harappa have revealed a wide range of trade goods, including pottery, metals, and
semi-precious stones.

e The Indus people engaged in trade with regions as far as Mesopotamia (modern-day Iraq)
and the Persian Gulf.

The Vedic Period (c. 1500-500 BCE):
e The Indo-Aryans:

e  With the arrival of the Indo-Aryans, pastoralism and agriculture became dominant, and
trade expanded. This period saw the emergence of early trade routes connecting the
Gangetic plains with regions in the northwest.

The Maurya and Gupta Empires (c. 321 BCE-550 CE):

e Mauryan Empire (c. 322-185 BCE): Under the Mauryan dynasty, India witnessed significant
economic growth. Emperor Ashoka, in particular, encouraged trade by building roads and
establishing a network of rest houses for merchants.

o Trade routes such as the Grand Trunk Road, connecting the northwest with the
Gangetic plain, were developed during this period.

e Gupta Empire (c. 320-550 CE): The Gupta period is often referred to as the Golden Age of
ancient Indian history. It witnessed a flourishing trade economy, both within the
subcontinent and with foreign lands.

o The Gupta rulers established strong trade relations with Southeast Asia, the Middle
East, and even the Roman Empire.

Prominent Trade Routes:

e The Silk Road: The Silk Road was a network of trade routes that connected China with
Central Asia, the Middle East, and Europe. Indian merchants played a pivotal role in this
trade, as they were responsible for the flow of goods between India and Central Asia.

e The Spice Routes: India was a major producer of spices, which were in high demand in the
ancient world. The Spice Routes connected India with the Middle East, East Africa, and
Europe.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips Page 6
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS ‘o,

e The Maritime Trade Routes: Ancient India also had a thriving maritime trade network. Ports
like Lothal in the Indus Valley and Muziris on the Malabar Coast facilitated trade with regions
in the Persian Gulf, Southeast Asia, and East Africa.

Cultural Influence of Trade:

e  Cultural Diffusion: The exchange of goods and ideas through trade had a profound impact
on the cultural landscape of ancient India. Foreign influences can be seen in art,
architecture, and even religious practices.

e Spread of Religion: Trade routes served as conduits for the spread of religions like Buddhism
and Jainism to other parts of Asia. Additionally, Hinduism found its way to Southeast Asia
through maritime trade.

e Architectural Exchange: The syncretic blend of architectural styles in ancient Indian
structures reflects the influence of trade. For example, the rock-cut caves of Ajanta and
Ellora exhibit a fusion of indigenous and foreign architectural elements.

e Language and Literature: The interactions with foreign cultures through trade influenced
Indian literature and language. Sanskrit, for instance, incorporated words and concepts from
other languages.

Conclusion

The growth and development of trade in ancient India were pivotal in shaping its cultural, economic,
and societal aspects. The trade routes not only contributed to economic prosperity but also
facilitated the exchange of ideas, religions, and artistic styles, leaving a lasting legacy on Indian
civilization.

The Hoysala architectural style is known for its artistic brilliance and stands as a
testament to the rich cultural heritage of the Hoysala dynasty in Southern India.

Comment. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The Hoysala temples at Belur, Halebidu and Somanathapur in Karnataka were declared as UNESCO
World Heritage Sites on September 18 in a move that will bring global recognition with prospects of
increase in international tourism to these places.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the features of Hoysala architectural style and its significance.

Directive word:

Comment— here we have to express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an
overall opinion thereupon.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context.

Body:

First, write about the features of Hoysala architectural style — star-shaped platforms, triangular
vimanas with staggered pyramidal structures, intricate carvings portraying various themes, a strong
horizontal emphasis, lathe-turned pillars etc.
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Next, write about the significance of the above.
Conclusion:

Conclude by summarising.

Introduction

Hoysala architecture is the Hindu temple architecture which got developed in the region of
Karnataka near Mysore. It developed in the period from 1050-1300 A.D with the prominent seats
being Belur, Halebid and Sringeri.

The Hoysala temples at Belur, Halebidu and Somanathapur in Karnataka were declared as UNESCO
World Heritage Sites on September 18 in a move that will bring global recognition with prospects of
increase in international tourism to these places.

Body
Features of Hoysala architectural style

e Hoysala architecture, developed between the 11th and 14th centuries in southern
Karnatakaunder the Hoysala Empire.

e Multiple shrines of different deities were built around a central pillared hall.

e Stellate plan:Distinctive ‘Hoysala Temple’ form with multiple shrines around a central
pillared hall in a star-shaped layout.

¢ The use of soapstone, allowed intricate carving of sculptures, especially in the jewelry
adorning temple walls.

e The main sanctum of Hoysala temples often houses a deity, and the vimana (tower) above it
is intricately carved with depictions of the presiding deity or related mythological scenes.
These vimanas are pyramid-like in shape and have miniature shrines on their surfaces.

e One of the most striking features of Hoysala temples is their intricate and detailed
sculptures. These sculptures adorn the outer walls and depict various scenes from Hindu
mythology, daily life, and the court of the Hoysala kings. The level of craftsmanship is
remarkable, with delicate filigree work and lifelike expressions.

e The entranceways of Hoysala temples feature elaborately decorated door frames, with
intricate carvings of deities, celestial beings, and floral motifs. These doorways are
considered masterpieces of Hoysala art.

e Hoysala temples are known for their lathe-turned pillars, which are highly polished and
display a variety of designs. Each pillar is unique and contributes to the overall aesthetic of
the temple’s interior..

e The temples were built on an upraised platform known as Jagati.
e The walls and stairs of the temple followed a zigzag pattern.

e Hoysala temples are sometimes called hybrid or vesara as their unique style seems neither
completely Dravida nor Nagara, but somewhere in between.

e Influences from Bhumija, Nagara, and Karntata Dravidaarchitectural traditions.

Significance of declaring Hoysala ensemble as a WHS
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e The temples’ inclusion as World Heritage Sites signifies global recognition for their cultural
and architectural significance and is likely to promote tourism in the region.

e It encourages local communities and individuals to consider the importance of cultural
heritage in our lives and to promote awareness about the efforts required to protect and
conserve it.

e |talsoshares an important message to the younger generations to carry forward their legacy

and preserve our culture through recreational activities in school.
Conclusion

India is immensely rich in history, nature, heritage and culture. It is one of the most vibrant
and colourful country in the world. Various states have famous forts and palaces along with wildlife
sanctuaries and various other monuments which attract a large number of tourists from across the
globe hence it is imperative for us to save our heritage

Pataliputra holds a special place in Indian history as a centre of political power, and
culture, and its legacy continues to be of great significance in the study of ancient India.

Elaborate. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Print

Why the question:

The article discusses the significance of Pataliputra, the ancient capital of India during the Maurya
dynasty, and highlights the recent archaeological discoveries related to it.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the significance of Pataliputra of Ancient India.

Directive word:

Elaborate — Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the particular context.
You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated
facts.

Structure of the answer:

Briefly give context of Pataliputra.

Body:

First, write about Pataliputra, also known as Patalipattan, was one of the most significant ancient
cities in the Indian subcontinent.

Next, write about its significance — seat of power for empires like the Mauryas and Guptas, it played
a pivotal role in shaping the political landscape of the Indian subcontinent, center of culture,
learning, and religion, with institutions like Nalanda University and a profound influence on the
spread of Buddhism and Jainism etc.

Conclusion:

Conclude with significance and relevance in today’s times.

Introduction

Pataliputra, adjacent to modern-day Patna, was a city in ancient India, originally built by Magadha
ruler Ajatashatru in 490 BCE, as a small fort (Pataligrama) near the Ganga River. Udayin laid the
foundation of the city of Pataliputra at the confluence of two rivers, the Son and the Ganges. He
shifted his capital from Rajgriha to Pataliputra due to the latter’s central location in the empire.

Body

Significance of Pataliputra in Indian history

w

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips Page 9

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/09/19/pataliputra-holds-a-special-place-in-indian-history-as-a-centre-of-political-power-and-culture-and-its-legacy-continues-to-be-of-great-significance-in-the-study-of-ancient-india-elaborate/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/09/19/pataliputra-holds-a-special-place-in-indian-history-as-a-centre-of-political-power-and-culture-and-its-legacy-continues-to-be-of-great-significance-in-the-study-of-ancient-india-elaborate/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/09/19/pataliputra-holds-a-special-place-in-indian-history-as-a-centre-of-political-power-and-culture-and-its-legacy-continues-to-be-of-great-significance-in-the-study-of-ancient-india-elaborate/
https://theprint.in/opinion/it-took-40-yrs-to-find-first-traces-of-ashokas-pataliputra-now-we-must-find-the-rest/1766398/

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS

e Political Epicenter:

o Pataliputra emerged as a significant political hub during the Mauryan Empire (c.
322-185 BCE). Founded by Chandragupta Maurya, it served as the imperial capital
of the Mauryan dynasty, a period marked by significant territorial expansion and
administrative innovations.

o The city continued to be a political powerhouse through subsequent
dynasties, including the Gupta Empire (c. 4th-6th century CE) and the Maurya and
Gupta empires, symbolizing the continuity of political influence over many
centuries.

e  Cultural Nexus:

o Pataliputra was not only a political capital but also a vibrant cultural center. It was
home to a diverse population representing various linguistic, ethnic, and religious
backgrounds. This cultural amalgamation contributed to the city’s richness in art,
architecture, literature, and religious practices.

o The city’s cosmopolitan nature facilitated the exchange of ideas, leading to the
flourishing of art forms like sculpture, painting, and literature, with influences from
regions as far-reaching as Greece and Central Asia.

o Megasthenes, a Greek ambassador to the Mauryan court, provided detailed
accounts of Pataliputra in his work “Indika.” He described the grandeur of the city,
its impressive fortifications, and the opulence of its palaces.

e Architectural Marvels: The architectural achievements of Pataliputra were renowned in
ancient times. The city was adorned with grand palaces, impressive fortifications, and
intricate urban planning. Some accounts suggest that it was among the largest cities in the
world at the time, showcasing the advanced engineering and planning skills of its
inhabitants.

o Emperor Ashoka, one of the most celebrated Mauryan rulers, issued his famous
edicts from various locations across the empire, including Pataliputra. These
inscriptions, which promoted principles of non-violence and ethical governance,
reflect the city’s importance.

e Intellectual Haven: Pataliputra was a fertile ground for intellectual pursuits. The city was
home to numerous renowned scholars, philosophers, and thinkers, who engaged in
profound philosophical and religious discourses. This intellectual climate gave rise to schools
of thought that profoundly influenced the development of Indian philosophy.

o The Pataliputra University is believed to be the location where Gautama Buddha
delivered his famous Fire Sermon.

o Additionally, the nearby Nalanda University became a renowned center for
Buddhist learning.

e Religious Significance:

o Pataliputra played a pivotal role in the spread and development of various religious
traditions. It was a significant center for early Buddhism, as it was the place where
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Gautama Buddha is believed to have spent a considerable portion of his life and
delivered many sermons.

o Additionally, the city was an important center for Jainism and various heterodox
schools of thought, contributing to the religious diversity and tolerance that
characterized ancient India.

e Historical Records:

o The prominence of Pataliputra is well-documented in ancient texts. The accounts of
Chinese travelers like Faxian and Xuanzang, as well as Greek historians like
Megasthenes, provide invaluable insights into the city’s socio-political and cultural
landscape.

o Xuanzang, a Chinese Buddhist monk and traveler, visited Pataliputra in the 7th
century CE. He described the city as a bustling metropolis with numerous
monasteries, temples, and centers of learning, emphasizing its continued
significance even centuries after the Mauryan period.

e Legacy in Modern Times:

o The legacy of Pataliputra endures in modern-day Bihar. The archaeological remains
of ancient Pataliputra have been excavated and preserved, offering a window into
the grandeur and sophistication of the city.

o Additionally, Pataliputra’s influence on the cultural, religious, and political landscape
of India continues to be of great importance in shaping the identity and heritage of
the region.

Conclusion

Pataliputra stands as a testament to the extraordinary achievements of ancient Indian civilization. Its
role as a political, cultural, and intellectual center has left an indelible mark on the history of the
subcontinent. The legacy of Pataliputra continues to inspire scholars and enthusiasts, underscoring
its enduring significance in the study of ancient India.

There is a need for sustainable management practices and community involvement to
ensure the long-term preservation of UNESCOs World Heritage Sites. Elaborate. (250

words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Down to Earth, Insights on India

Why the question:

The article emphasizes the importance of protecting World Heritage Sites as a crucial strategy for
conserving biodiversity, as highlighted by the United Nations

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the role played by the UNESCO world heritage sites in conservation efforts.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by writing the objectives of UNESCOs world heritage sites (WHS).
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Body:

In the detail, write about the issues faced by sites having cultural, historical and scientific significance
in present day — poor conservation, negligence, encroachment etc.

Next, write about the measures taken by UNESCOs WHS in order to overcome the above.

Next, write about the successes and criticism of UNESCOs WHS programmes. Substantiate with
examples.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

A World Heritage site is classified as a natural or man-made area or a structure that is of
international importance, and a space which requires special protection. These sites are officially
recognised by the UN and the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation, also
known as UNESCO. UNESCO believes that the sites classified as World Heritage are important for
humanity, and they hold cultural and physical significance. They are protected under a international
treaty called the Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage,
adopted by UNESCO in 1972.

Body
Types:

1. Cultural heritage sitesinclude historic buildings and town sites, important archaeological
sites, and works of monumental sculpture or painting.

2. Natural heritage sitesare restricted to natural areas.
3. Mixed heritage sitescontain elements of both natural and cultural significance.
Role of UNESCO in context of World Heritage Sites

e It seeks to encourage theidentification, protection and preservation of cultural and natural
heritage around the world considered to be of outstanding value to humanity.

e This isembodied in aninternational treaty called the Convention concerning the Protection
of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, adopted by UNESCO in 1972.

e The most significant feature of the 1972 World Heritage Conventionis that it links together
the concepts of nature conservation and the preservation of cultural properties in a single
document.

e The Convention recognizes the way in which people interact with nature, and the
fundamental need to preserve the balance between the two.

Threats to Indian Art Heritage:

e Theft: The incidents of thefts have been observed usually from unprotected monuments,
ancient temples. The thefts cases have also been seen in the protected monuments and
museums as well. It is due to negligence of security guards in museums, monuments etc.

e Smuggling: illicit traffic and smuggling in antiquities. lllicit traffic is motivated often by profit
and sometimes by the demand for luxuries.

e Tourism: Unregulated tourism, tourist activities run by touts, private agents have affected
the art heritage places. For instance, the Culture Ministry of India has reported that up to 24
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Indian monuments have been declared “untraceable” or “missing” by the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI).

e Issues with security of museums: Most of the museums are poorly guarded due to shortage
of manpower leading to theft of artefacts, fire accidents etc.

e Lack of public awareness: This leads to poor maintenance, vandalism, spoiling the
monuments artefacts. Replacing the structures or building structures close to the
monuments leading to

e Duplication: Fakes of paintings and art forms leading to threat to livelihoods of artists.

e Poor Maintenance: The state of the wall paintings in Ajanta caves is continuously getting
worse, which can be attributed to humidity as well as to a lack of care.

¢ Encroachment of monuments: Another miss from the ministry has been encroachments of
monuments. For instance in India, over 278 centrally protected monuments have been
encroached upon or have illegal occupants, as per government data.

Way forward
e  Cultural awareness:

o Curriculum modification — Identification and inclusion of heritage as an asset in
school, Open departments of Heritage management on the lines of Ahmedabad
University

o Introduction of a compulsory offline and online training for tourism purposes willing
to undertake ventures.

o Heritage depiction and promotion through immersive technology & augmented
reality

o Re-Classify heritage and announce awards for people with exceptional heritage
sense.

o Greater involvement of universities in schemes promoting arts and culture as well as
inclusion of Fine Arts as a subject in universities.

e Adaptive reuse of heritage sites:

o Restoring the historical sites in the form of festivals and inducing festivity link
perceptions.

o Recognizing ‘cultural heritage tourism’ as an upcoming industry by building cultural
resources with an adaptation of scientific and technological knowledge to local
circumstances as well as forming partnerships between local and global bodies.

e Strengthening Legislations and Initiatives:

o The Antiquity Act of 1947, Antiquities and Art Treasures Act of 1972 particularly
provide for the prevention of smuggling and illegally dealing in antiques.

o Recent bill to amend The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains
Act which allowed construction within 100m of the protected monuments should be
avoided.
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o In 2015, the ministry launched an initiative of e-ticketing services in over 116
monuments under the ASI and launched an initiative to digitise cultural resources.

e Strengthening institutions:

o The CAG report on Preservation and Conservation of Monuments and Antiques
clearly indicates that the Archaeological Survey of India (ASl) for this purpose needs
to be more proactive and vigilant in its efforts and the ministry needs to develop an
aggressive strategy for the same

o Tapping of the Public —Private Partnership models for sustenance of Arts and
Crafts.

o Setting up at least one museum in each district with different chambers for visual
and other forms of art, architecture, science, history and geography with regional
flavour.

o Artistes from the field of architecture, sculpture, painting, handicrafts, puppetry,
music, dance, theatre, and literature will be graded by the Centre on the basis of
their performance.

Conclusion

It is the duty of every citizen to value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture. The
art and culture of our nation are a vast continuum, evolving incessantly since time immemorial.
Naturally, preservation and conservation of India’s rich cultural heritage and promotion of all forms
of art and culture, both tangible and intangible, including monuments and archaeological sites,
anthropology and ethnology, folk and tribal arts, literature and handicrafts, performing art of music-
dance-drama and visual arts of paintings-sculpture-graphics is essential and assumes a lot of
importance.

The Freedom Struggle — its various stages and important contributors
/contributions from different parts of the country.

Bhagat Singh was not just a revolutionary but also a political thinker who advocated
rationalism, armed revolution, and the creation of a more just and equitable society.

Elaborate. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

The article discusses five key aspects of Bhagat Singh’s life and contributions. It provides insights into
his role in India’s struggle for independence, his commitment to non-violence, his involvement in the
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association (HSRA), his hunger strike in prison, and his legacy as a
freedom fighter.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about how the philosophy and nature of revolution evolved under Bhagat Singh and its
essential dimensions.

Directive word:

Elaborate — Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts.
Structure of the answer:

w
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Introduction:

Give a brief about the ideology of Bhagat Singh.

Body:

Mention how the ideology evolved. From the belief in violence and heroic action towards national
liberation and then the building of a new socialist society.

Mention the features of the new revolution they believed in. Preventing exploitation of all forms,
Freedom, justice, ending communalism, scientific temper etc. Mention the various approaches taken
by him to achieve the above goals.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing about the legacy of Bhagat Singh.

Introduction

Bhagat Singh, an iconic revolutionary, thinker, voracious reader and one of the well-read of
political leaders at that time, was a giant of an intellectual. He pursued his passion for reading and
writing relentlessly, despite fighting violently against Britishers. He studied to arm himself with
arguments in favour of his cult of patriotism and enabled himself to face the arguments advanced
by opposition.

Body:
Bhagat Singh: a hero of the masses:

e He was revered by the youth, loathed by British Raj and opposed by none other than
Mahatma Gandhi, like other revolutionaries he dreamt of freedom for motherland.

e As much as he was involved in violence against the government, he exercised his conscience
and used non-violence and fasting as a tool to break the hegemony of British power.

e He always vouched for human dignity and rights beyond sectarian divide.
A new idea and interpretation of revolution:
e Revolution was no longer equated with militancy and violence.

e Its objective was to be national liberation—imperialism was to be overthrown but beyond
that a new socialist order was to be achieved, ending “exploitation of man by man”.

e As Bhagat Singh said in the court, “Revolution does not necessarily involve sanguinary strife,
nor is there a place in it for personal vendetta. It is not the cult of bomb and pistol. By
revolution we mean the present order of things, which is based on manifest injustice, must
change.”

e Bhagat fully accepted Marxism and the class approach to society—”Peasants have to free
themselves not only from the foreign yoke, but also from the yoke of landlords and
capitalists.”

e He also said, “The struggle in India will continue, so long as a handful of exploiters continue
to exploit labour of common people to further their own interests.

e It matters little whether these exploiters are British capitalists, British and Indian capitalists
in alliance, or even purely Indians.”

e He defined socialism scientifically as abolition of capitalism and class domination.

e
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e Bhagat was fully and consciously secular—two of the six rules drafted by Bhagat for
the Punjab Naujawan Bharat Sabha were that its members would have nothing to do with
communal bodies and that they would propagate a general feeling of tolerance among
people, considering religion to be a matter of personal belief.

e Bhagat Singh also saw the importance of freeing people from the mental bondage of
religion and superstition—"to be a revolutionary, one required immense moral strength,
but one also required criticism and independent thinking”

Conclusion:

Bhagat Singh and his comrades made an abiding contribution to the national freedom movement.
Their deep patriotism, courage and determination, and sense of sacrifice stirred the Indian people.
They helped spread nationalist consciousness in the land.

Value addition:
Vision of Bhagat Singh:

At tender age he realised the larger goals of life rather than being circumscribed to accomplishing
personal goals. He transformed the revolution ‘terrorism’ movement to a socialist one. He was a
great innovator in two areas of politics

e Raised the serious issues and threats of communalism

e Raised the conscience of people in freeing them from mental bondage of religion and
superstition.

Revolutionary ideology and goals of revolution:

e Areal breakthrough was made by Bhagat Singh and his comrades in terms of revolutionary
ideology, forms of revolutionary struggle and the goals of revolution.

e The Hindustan republican association’s (HRA) Manifesto (1925) declared that the it stood
for abolition of all systems which made exploitation of man by man possible. Its founding
council had decided to preach social revolutionary and communistic principles.

e The HRA had also decided to start labour and peasant organizations and to work for an
organized and armed revolution.

e Emphasizing the role of ideas in the making of revolution, Bhagat Singh declared that
the sword of revolution is sharpened on the whetting-stone of ideas. This atmosphere of
wide reading and deep thinking pervaded the ranks of the HSRA leadership.

e  Punjab Naujawan Bharat Sabha:

o Singh had turned to Marxism and had come to believe that popular broad-based
mass movements alone could lead to a successful revolution.

o Thatis why Bhagat Singh helped establish the Punjab Naujawan Bharat Sabha in
1926 as the open wing of the revolutionaries.

o The Sabha was to carry out open political work among the youth, peasants and
workers.
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e Bhagat Singh and Sukhdev also organized the Lahore Students Union for open, legal
work among the students.

e Patient intellectual and political work appealed to be too slow and too akin to the Congress
style of politics which the revolutionaries wanted to transcend.

e Effective acquisition of new ideology is a prolonged and historical process whereas the need
of the time was a quick change in the way of thinking.

e These young intellectuals faced the classic dilemma of how to mobilise people and recruit
them. Here, they decided to opt for propaganda by deed, i.e., through individual heroic
action and by using courts as a forum for revolutionary propaganda.

Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country.

Dr. M.S. Swaminathan made a significant contribution to modern India, playing a crucial
role in the success of the Green Revolution, which effectively mitigated food shortages

and enhanced agricultural productivity. Discuss. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Easy

Reference: The Hindu, Insights on India

Why the question:

MS Swaminathan, legendary agricultural scientist and father of India’s ‘Green Revolution,’ died at
the age of 98 in Chennai on Thursday.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about green revolution in India and contributions of Dr M.S. Swaminathan.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context of introduction of HYV in India in the face of acute food crisis leading to the
green revolution.

Body:

In the first part, write about the pros and cons of the green revolution. The HYV technology increased
agricultural output manifold, increase in yield of crops, fast adoption, modern equipment, self-
sufficiency etc.

Next part, write about the contributions of Dr M.S. Swaminathan — scientist, researcher and
academic but also as a visionary administrator.

Conclusion:

Conclude by summarising.

Introduction

The green revolution in India in 1960’s and 70’s refers to a period when Indian Agriculture
was converted into an industrial system due to the adoption of modern methods and technology
such as the use of HYV seeds, tractors, irrigation facilities, pesticides and fertilizers. The Economic
Survey 2015-16 claimed Indian agriculture to be “a victim of its own success—especially the green
revolution”, by becoming cereal-centric, regionally biased and input-intensive (land, water and
fertilizers).

e
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M.S. Swaminathan, legendary agricultural scientist and father of India’s ‘Green Revolution,’
died at the age of 98 in Chennai recently.

Body

GREENER PASTURES

All-India foodgrain production in pre and post
Green Revolution (in million tonne)

Wheat 89.42

M Rice
: 73.94 71.26
51.33 56.0
3048 41.51 38.8
24.9
'n.28IIII

TE1962-63* TE1972-73 TE1982-83 TE1993-94 TE 2006-07

TE: Triennium Ending

The period before 1972-73 is pre-Green Revolution days

*The period includes when Haryana was part of Punjab.
Source: Paper on Agriculture Transition in Asia: Trajectories and
Challenges

Pros of Green Revolution

¢ Increase in Agricultural Production and productivity: The production and productivity of
wheat, rice, maize and bajra has substantially increased.

e Less Dependence on Imports: After the green revolution, India was finally on its way to self-
sufficiency. There was now enough production for the population and to build a stock in
case of emergencies. In fact, India was able to start exporting its agricultural produce.

e A Benefit to the Farmers: The Green Revolution has increased the income of farmers and
landless labourers. It enabled them to shift to commercial farming from only sustenance
farming.

o Dispersal of Rice and Wheat cultivation to non-traditional areas: Green Revolution spread
the Rice cultivation to the semi-arid areas of Punjab, Haryana and Western Uttar Pradesh,
and the wheat cultivation has spread to the areas of Eastern Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and some parts of Maharashtra, Gujarat and West Bengal.

Cons of Green Revolution

e Focus only on Food Grains: Although all food-grains including wheat, rice, jowar, bajra and
maize have gained from the revolution, other crops such as coarse cereals, pulses and
oilseeds were left out of the ambit of the revolution.

o Major commercial crops like cotton, jute, tea and sugarcane were also left almost
untouched by the Green Revolution.

o This ultimately led to the dangerous trend of Monocropping.
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o Also, neglect of oilseeds has now led to extreme dependency on nations like
Malaysia and Indonesia.

e Limited Coverage of HYVP: High Yielding Variety Programme (HYVP) was restricted to only
five crops: Wheat, Rice, Jowar, Bajra and Maize.

o Therefore, non-food grains were excluded from the ambit of the new strategy.

e Led to Regional Disparities: It led to growing disparities in economic development at inter
and intra-regional levels. Only 40 percent of the total cropped area benefitted while the rest
was left untouched by it.

o The most benefitted areas are Punjab, Haryana and western Uttar Pradesh in the
north and Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu in the south.

o It has hardly touched the Eastern region, including Assam, Bihar, West Bengal and
Orissa and arid and semi-arid areas of Western and Southern India.

o Only those areas which were already better placed from an agricultural point of view
benefitted from Green revolution leading to further aggravated regional disparities.

¢ Rampant usage of Synthetic fertilizers and pesticides: The Green Revolution resulted in
a large-scale use of pesticides and synthetic nitrogen fertilisers for improved irrigation
projects and crop varieties.

o However, little or no efforts were made to educate the farmers, mostly illiterate,
about the high risk associated with the intensive use of pesticides.

o This caused more harm than good to crops and also becomes a cause for
environment and soil pollution.

e Water Consumption: The crops introduced during the green revolution were water-
intensive crops.

o Most of these crops being cereals, required almost 50% of dietary water footprint.

o Canal systems were introduced, and irrigation pumps also sucked out the
groundwater to supply the water-intensive crops, such as sugarcane and rice, thus
depleting the groundwater levels.

o Forinstance, Punjab is a major wheat- and rice-cultivating area, and hence it is one
of the highest water depleted regions in India.

e Impacts on Soil and Crop Production: Repeated crop cycle in order to ensure increased crop
production depleted the soil’s nutrients.

o To meet the needs of new kinds of seeds, farmers increased fertilizer usage.
o The pH level of the soil increased due to the usage of these alkaline chemicals.

o Toxic chemicals in the soil destroyed beneficial pathogens, which further led to the
decline in the yield.

e Unemployment: Except in Punjab, and to some extent in Haryana, farm mechanization
under the Green Revolution created widespread unemployment among agricultural
labourers in the rural areas.

]
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o The worst affected were the poor and the landless labourers.

e Health Hazards: The large-scale use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides such as
Phosphamidon, Methomyl, Phorate, Triazophos and Monocrotophos resulted in resulted in
a number of critical health illnesses including cancer, renal failure, stillborn babies and birth
defects.

Conclusion

The Green Revolution, which undeniably ended the country’s “ship-to-mouth”

existence and transformed it into an exporter of rice and wheat. In spite of the negative impact, the
success of green revolution cannot be dwarfed. The spill over effect of green revolution led to

the growth of farm mechanization industries to provide tractors, Fertilizer and pesticide, Agro-
based industries etc.

However, it has also led to lopsided growth in agriculture, causing regional and other disparities.
Now coupled with frequent droughts, Indian agriculture is under distress. Thus, there is a need for
a second green revolution. The second green revolution must be an Evergreen Revolution,

which incorporates technology in harmony with ecology.

Value addition
Ushering second green revolution through sustainable methods

e Micro-irrigation System: It enables optimal synergies of 3 components of Green Revolution-
improved seed, water and fertilizer.

e Organic Farming: Can restore degraded land and improve health benefits.

e Precision Farming: It is concerned with using fewer resources and reducing the production
cost, by analysing the variation in various aspects of field and environment like- weather,
Soil, vegetation, water etc.

e Green Agriculture: A system of agriculture based upon, integrated pest management,
integrated nutrient management and it does not eliminate the use of minimum quantities of
fertilizer and chemical pesticides.

Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India.

With an increasing share of aging population, there is a need for proactive policies and
initiatives to address the evolving needs of the elderly and ensure their well-being.
Examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The article discusses the demographic shift in India, where the share of elderly individuals in the
population is projected to double to 20% by 2050.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about impact of age-related stereotypes in the society and ways to overcome them.
Directive word:
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Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Define ageism and its associated features.

Body:

In the first part, write about various issues with elderly population — elder generation is often seen as
slower, change-resistant, expensive, and ultimately even useless. Mention about the elderly being
neglected in many aspects including in their own families and in public policies.

In the next part, write about the steps and policies that are needed in this regard.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

Currently, India’s population is among the youngest in an ageing world, however, a major
proportion of India’s population will be aged by 2050. This calls for more forward-looking policies
incorporating population dynamics, education and skills, healthcare, gender sensitivity and most
importantly geriatric care.

The United Nations Population Fund, India, has released the “2023 India Ageing Report,”
which projects a significant increase in the elderly population in India

Body

Major Findings of the Report:

Findings Description
Elderly Population The population of people aged 80+ years is projected to grow by
Growth around 279% between 2022 and 2050.

By 2046 it is likely that the elderly population will have surpassed the
population of children (aged 0 to 15 years) in the country

By 2050, the elderly population in India is expected to make up
over 20% of the total population (The present share of elderly is
about 10% in 2021 )

Elderly
Population Share

Poverty Among More than 40% of the elderly in India are in the poorest wealth
the Elderly quintile, with over 18% having no income.
Gender .
) L, Women, on average, have a longer life expectancy compared to men,
Differences in Life . .
with variations across states.
Expectancy
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Sex Ratio Among The sex ratio among the elderly is increasing, indicating longer survival
the Elderly of women compared to men.

Gendered Poverty Poverty is gendered in old age, with older women more likely to be

in Old Age widowed, living alone, and dependent on family support.

Challenges in
Demographic
Transition

Significant inter-state variations in the elderly population reflect
different stages of demographic transition.

The report suggests policies to address the feminization and
ruralization of the elderly population, increase awareness of schemes
for older persons, and promote in-situ ageing.

Policy
Recommendations

Issues associated with elderly population in India

¢ Feminisation of ageing: The sex ratio of the elderly has increased from 938 women to 1,000
men in 1971 to 1,033 in 2011 and is projected to increase to 1,060 by 2026.

o The report also noted that between 2000 and 2050, the population of 80-plus people
would have grown 700% “with a predominance of widowed and highly dependent very
old women” and so the special needs of such old women would need significant focus of
policy and programmes.

¢ Financial issues: Retirement and dependence of elderly on their child for basic necessity.
o Sudden increase in out-of-pocket expenses on treatment.

o Migration of young working-age persons from rural area have negative impacts on the
elderly, living alone or with only the spouse usually poverty and distress.

e Health: Multiple disabilities among the elders in old age.
o Health issues like blindness, locomotor disabilities and deafness are most prevalent.
o Mental illness arising from senility and neurosis.
o Absence of geriatric care facilities at hospitals in rural area.

e Social issues: Indian society is undergoing rapid transformation under the impact of
industrialization, urbanization, technical & technological change, education and globalization.

o Consequently, the traditional values and institutions are in the process of erosion and
adaptation, resulting in the weakening of intergenerational ties that were the hallmark
of the traditional family.

o Feeling of powerlessness, loneliness, uselessness and isolation in elderly.
o Generational gap.

Roadmap for elderly care with passage of time
e
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e Increasing the monthly pension of elderly to minimum of Rs 2,000 per month.

e Under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, Housing for the aged, particularly the aged poor, must
be a priority.

e Assisted living facilities for indigent elderly, particularly those with age-related issues like
dementia, needs policy focus.

e More tax benefits, or at least removing tax on deposit interest for seniors.
e Enhancing the geriatric care health infrastructure especially in rural area.
e Allocation of special budget for elderly population at both levels.
e Providing entertainment facilities like libraries and clubs at panchayat level.
e Appreciations for the contributions of elderlies at village level.

Conclusion

Social security is the concurrent responsibility of the central and state governments as, mandated
under Indian constitution i.e., Well-being of senior citizens — Article 41 in particular and 46 in
general of Indian constitution. In this regard, National Policy on Senior Citizen, 2011 was framed.

For the welfare and care for the older persons, we must focus on the protection of already existing
social support systems/traditional social institutions such as family and kinship, neighbourhood
bonding, community bonding and community participation must be revived and kins should show
sensitivity towards elderly citizens.

Analyse the underlying causes of ethnic clashes in diverse societies and assess the
crucial role civil society organizations play in conflict prevention and resolution. (250

words)
Introduction

In ethnically diverse societies like India, the coexistence of various cultural and tribal groups often
brings both vibrancy and complexity to the social fabric. However, it also presents challenges, as the
potential for ethnic clashes and conflicts lurk beneath the surface. Understanding the underlying
causes of these conflicts is essential for effective prevention and resolution. In this context, civil
society organizations emerge as crucial players, wielding their influence to promote peace, dialogue,
and harmony among diverse ethnic communities.

Body
Causes of ethnic clashes in diverse societies

e Historical Grievances: Long-standing historical grievances, often stemming from events like
colonial rule, partition, and regional tensions, can contribute to ethnic animosities.

o

e Economic Disparities: Economic inequality, particularly when it aligns along ethnic lines, can
exacerbate tensions. Unequal access to resources and opportunities can create a sense of
injustice and marginalization.

]
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o The Naxalite movement in India, primarily in states like Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
and Odisha, is fuelled by economic disparities, with marginalized communities
feeling left out of the benefits of economic development.

o Meiteis vs Kukis in Manipur, where the valley people are more prosperous vis-a-vis
the hill dwelling people.

o The conflict in the Niyamgiri Hills arose due to economic disparities related to
mining. The Dongria Kondh tribe opposed mining activities by a multinational
company, citing threats to their livelihoods and environment.

e Political Manipulation: Politicians may exploit ethnic differences for their own gain, using
divisive rhetoric or policies to consolidate support within their own ethnic group.

e Cultural and Religious Differences: Diverse societies often have various cultural and
religious practices. When these are not respected or are perceived as a threat, it can lead to
conflict.

o The Kuki-Naga conflict in Manipur is rooted in cultural and ethnic differences
between the Kuki and Naga tribes. Disputes over territory and political
representation have led to violent clashes.

o Lack of Effective Governance: Weak governance, corruption, and ineffective law
enforcement can contribute to a sense of lawlessness and mistrust in the state's ability to
protect citizens.

o Example: Jharkhand Tribal Uprising (2001), The Jharkhand tribal uprising was a
result of perceived neglect and exploitation of tribal communities. The demand for a
separate state, Jharkhand, was driven by a sense of disillusionment with
governance.

e Territorial Disputes: Land and territorial disputes, particularly in areas with diverse ethnic
populations, can be a significant source of conflict.

o The Bodo-Adivasi conflict in Assam has roots in territorial disputes between Bodo
tribes and Adivasi communities who migrated to the region for agricultural
purposes. Disputes over land have led to violent clashes.

e Lack of Social Integration: When there is limited interaction between different ethnic
groups, stereotypes and prejudices can persist, leading to mistrust and hostility.

o Example: Santhal-Ho Conflict in Jharkhand. The Santhal-Ho conflict in Jharkhand
involves tensions between the Santhal and Ho tribal communities. Lack of social
integration and historical animosities have contributed to sporadic clashes.

o
Role of civil society organisations in prevention and resolution

e Promoting Dialogue and Understanding: NGOs, community-based organizations, and
advocacy groups can facilitate dialogues between different ethnic groups, fostering
understanding and empathy.
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o North East Network: This NGO works in the Northeastern states of India, addressing
issues related to gender, violence, and conflict. They focus on building bridges
between different ethnic communities.

e Advocacy for Policy Change: Civil society organizations can advocate for policies that
address the root causes of ethnic tensions, such as economic disparities or cultural rights.

e Capacity Building and Empowerment: They can work on empowering marginalized
communities through education, skill-building, and providing access to resources, thereby
reducing economic disparities.

e Conflict Mediation and Resolution: NGOs specializing in conflict resolution can act as
intermediaries in negotiations, helping parties find mutually acceptable solutions.

o The Niyamgiri Suraksha Samiti: This grassroots organization played a pivotal role in
the Niyamgiri Hills mining conflict in Odisha. They organized tribal communities and
led protests against mining activities that threatened the Dongria Kondh tribe's way
of life.

e  Promoting Inclusivity: Civil society organizations can work towards creating inclusive spaces
and platforms where different ethnic groups can come together, fostering a sense of unity.

e Raising Awareness and Education: They can engage in awareness campaigns, promoting
tolerance, diversity, and understanding among different ethnic groups.

o The Tribal Co-operative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED):
TRIFED is a government agency that supports tribal artisans and forest dwellers by
promoting their products and facilitating market access. They work closely with
tribal communities across India to improve their economic conditions.

e Monitoring and Advocating for Human Rights: Civil society organizations can monitor
human rights abuses and advocate for justice, ensuring that all citizens are treated fairly and
equally.

Conclusion

Ethnic clashes in diverse societies, particularly within the context of India's intricate tapestry of tribal
communities, stem from a complex interplay of historical, economic, political, cultural, and
governance-related factors. These conflicts often result in deep-seated grievances and tensions
among various ethnic groups. However, civil society organizations serve as pivotal agents of change
in mitigating and preventing such conflicts.

By actively embracing linguistic diversity, countries can strengthen their social fabric
and promote unity among their citizens while celebrating the uniqueness of each
linguistic community. Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The article discusses the role of English as a common language in India, connecting multilingual
communities since the British Raj.

Key Demand of the question:
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To write about the importance of linguistic diversity and its role in building national solidarity and
social inclusion.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Briefly explain what linguistic diversity is.

Body:

First, in detail comment upon the Need and importance of preserving linguistic diversity — Cultural
Identity, Cultural Diversity, glimpse of our past etc. Write about the links between promoting
linguistic diversity and social inclusion and national solidarity.

Next, Discuss the Government efforts in this direction in terms of statutes, provisions in the
constitution, technological measures etc.

Next, write about the limitations of the above.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward to overcome the limitations.

Introduction

India is one of unique countries in the world that has the legacy of diversity of languages. The
Constitution of India has recognised 22 official languages. Multilingualism is the way of life in India as
people in different parts of the country speak more than one language from their birth and learns
additional languages during their life time.

Though officially there are 122 languages, Peoples Linguistic Survey of India has identified 780
languages, of which 50 are extinct in past five decades.

Body
Need and Significance to preserve India’s linguistic diversity:
e Ecological diversity.

e Cultural diversity through oral traditions, stories, songs, poetry, and rituals passed down
from generation to generation.

e Languages express identity

e Languages are repositories of history

e Language contribute to the sum of human knowledge
e Languages are interesting in themselves

e improved cognitive abilities in children when they are taught in their mother tongue in
primary school

Provisions that safeguard the wealth of Indian languages:

e In addition to these scheduled and classical languages, The Constitution of India has included
the clause to protect minority languages as a fundamental right. It states” Any section of the
citizens residing in the territory of India or any part of thereof having a distinct language,
script or culture of its own shall have the right to conserve the same.”
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e The language policy of India provides guarantee to protect the linguistic minorities. Under
the Constitution, provision is made for appointment of Special Officer for linguistic minority
with the sole responsibilities of safeguarding the interest of language spoken by the minority
groups.

e Inthe post-independence era, Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL), based in Mysore
was assigned to carry out an in-depth survey of languages.

e |n 1991 the Census of India listed 1576 mother tongues’ with separate grammatical
structures and 1796 speech varieties that is classified as other mother tongues’.

¢ Another unique feature of India is the concept of protecting the interest of children to get
basic education in their mother tongue. The Constitution provides” it shall be the
endeavour of every State and of every local authority within the state to provide adequate
facilities for instruction in the mother tongue at the primary stage of education to children
belonging to linguistic minority groups”. Thus, even before the United Nationsdeclared
the International Mother Language Day (February 21) the founders of the Indian
Constitution gave top priority to teaching in mother tongues’, enabling the child to develop
its full potential.

e In 1956 reorganisation of states in India was carried out with linguistic boundaries that had
its own script. Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, the then home minister played key role in
formation and amalgamation of states based on linguistic attributes.

e The language policy of India has been pluralistic, giving priority to the use of mother tongue
in administration, education and other fields of mass communication. The Language Bureau
of Ministry of Human Resource Development is set up to implement and monitor the
language policy.

e According to UNESCO, Internationalised Domain Names (IDNs) can help to foster the growth
of local languages online by allowing Internet users to use non-Latin scripts to access domain
names.

e The internet can be used to raise awareness about the issues of language extinction and
language preservation.

Conclusion

Linguistic diversity has been a critical aspect of the multiculturalism that has been the defining
characteristic of India through the ages. Diversity is undoubtedly strength of our democracy. The
cultural bonds need to be strengthened through enhanced and continuous mutual interaction
between people of varied regions. This encourages reciprocity and secures an enriched value system
of unity amongst people of different States.

Analyse the potential impact of Uniform Civil Code (UCC) on gender equality, personal

freedoms, and social harmony in a diverse society. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The opinion piece highlights the need for a progressive Uniform Civil Code and its implications for
children’s welfare, prompting a comprehensive analysis of the challenges and outcomes associated
with such a code.
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Key Demand of the question:

To write about the implications for gender equality, personal freedoms, and social harmony.
Directive:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Introduce the concept of a Uniform Civil Code.

Body:

First, write about how the UCC can promote gender equality by ensuring equal rights and
opportunities for women and men, irrespective of personal laws.

Next, write about the role of UCC in upholding personal freedoms by respecting individual choices
while setting limits to protect vulnerable sections of society.

Next, write about the impact of UCC on social harmony by fostering a common legal framework and
reducing disparities in personal laws.

Conclusion:

Conclude by summarising.

Introduction

The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India proposes to replace the personal laws based on the scriptures
and customs of each major religious community in the country with a common set of laws governing
every citizen.

The constitution has a provision for Uniform Civil Code in Article 44, as a Directive Principle of State
Policy which states that “The State shall endeavour to secure for the citizens a uniform civil code
throughout the territory of India.”

Body
Issues with personal laws in India

e Communalism: Different personal laws promote communalism and it leads to discrimination
at two levels.

o First, between people of different religions.
o Second, between the two sexes

e Gender bias: Another reason why a uniform civil code is needed is gender justice. The rights
of women are usually limited under religious law, be it Hindu or Muslim.

o The practice of triple talaq was a classic example. Even today polygamous marriages
are allowed in certain religions which may deny rights to a woman.

e Against fundamental rights: Many practices governed by religious tradition are at odds with
the fundamental rights guaranteed in the Indian Constitution.

o Courts have also often said in their judgements that the government should move
towards a uniform civil code including the judgement in the Shah Bano case.

o The Supreme Court in Shayara Bano case (2017) had declared the practise of Triple
Talaq (talaq-e-bidat) as unconstitutional.

Role of UCC to bring a balance in development of the nation

e
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A secular republic needs a common law for all citizens rather than differentiated rules based on
religious practices.

Protection to Vulnerable Section of Society:

o The UCC aims to provide protection to vulnerable sections as envisaged by
Ambedkar including women and religious minorities, while also promoting
nationalistic fervour through unity.

Simplification of Laws:

o The code will simplify the complex laws around marriage ceremonies, inheritance,
succession, adoptions making them one for all. The same civil law will then be
applicable to all citizens irrespective of their faith.

Adhering to Ideal of Secularism:

o Secularism is the objective enshrined in the Preamble; a secular republic needs a
common law for all citizens rather than differentiated rules based on religious
practices.

Gender Justice:

o IfaUCCis enacted, all personal laws will cease to exist. It will do away with gender
biases in existing laws.

Arguments against UCC in India

The Law commission made certain sharp observation in this regard as follows.

According to the 21st Law commission, a uniform civil code “is neither necessary nor
desirable at this stage”.

Commission suggests certain measures in marriage and divorce that should be uniformly
accepted in the personal laws of all religions.

Cultural diversity cannot be compromised to the extent that our urge for uniformity itself
becomes a reason for threat to the territorial integrity of the nation.

A unified nation did not necessarily need to have “uniformity”. "Efforts have to be made
to reconcile our diversity with universal and indisputable arguments on human rights.

In fact, term “secularism” has meaning only if it assured the expression of any form of
difference. This diversity, both religious and regional, should not get subsumed under the
louder voice of the majority.

At the same time, the Commission said, discriminatory practices within a
religion should not hide behind the cloak of that faith to gain legitimacy.
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e |t said the way forward may not be a uniform civil code, but the codification of all personal
laws so that prejudices and stereotypes in every one of them would come to light and
could be tested on the anvil of fundamental rights of the Constitution.

e By codification of different personal laws, one can arrive at certain universal principles that
prioritise equity rather than imposition of a uniform code, which would discourage many
from using the law altogether, given that matters of marriage and divorce can also be settled
extra-judicially.

e Significantly, the Commission suggested that nikahnama s should make it clear that
polygamy is a criminal offence and this should apply to “all communities”.

o Thisis not recommended owing to merely a moral position on bigamy, or to glorify
monogamy, but emanates from the fact that only a man is permitted multiple wives,
which is unfair

Way forward

e The social transformation from diverse civil code to uniformity shall be gradual and cannot
happen in a day. Therefore, the government must adopt a “Piecemeal” approach.

e Government could bring separate aspects such as marriage, adoption, succession and
maintenance into a uniform civil code in stages

e Government must emulate Goan practice of a common civil code, which has been the law
since 1867, when the state was under the Portuguese colonial rule.

e Moreover, when constitution espouses the cause of Uniform civil code in its article 44,
it shouldn’t be misconstrued to be a “common law”.

e The word uniform here means that all communities must be governed by uniform principles
of gender justice and human justice.

e It will mean modernization and humanization of each personal law.

e It would mean, not a common law, but different personal laws based on principles of
equality, liberty and justice.

e Government has to take steps towards increasing the awareness among the pubilic,
especially minorities, about the importance of having a UCC.

Conclusion

If the framers of the Constitution had intended to have a Uniform Civil Code, they would have given
exclusive jurisdiction to Parliament in respect of personal laws, by including this subject in the Union
List. Even the law commission has suggested in against of the idea. The government needs to find a
moral backing a unanimous support across the sections of the society to undertake such an move.
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Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues,
poverty and developmental issues,

Investing in girls’ education is a crucial strategy for addressing the issue of child
marriages, as it can help delay early marriages, enhance their life prospects, and break

the cycle of child marriages. Discuss. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Down to Earth, Insights on India

Why the question:

A The article emphasizes the critical importance of investing in girls’ education to address the issue of
child marriages in Jharkhand, India.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the factors leading to child marriages and its impact on girl child and measures
needed to stop this.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by citing statistic relating to child marriages.

Body:

First, mention the factors leading to child marriages — historical factors, poverty, lack of education,
girls being considered as burden etc.

Next, write about the impact of child marriages on child brides — health indicators, education,
psychology, pregnancy etc.

Next, write about the steps that are needed to put an end to this practise.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

Child marriage usually refers to a social phenomenon practiced in some societies in India,
where a young child (usually a girl below the age of fifteen) is married to an adult man. A second
form of practice of child marriage is that in which the parents of the two children (the girl and boy)
arrange a future marriage. In this practice, the individuals (the boy and girl) do not meet one another
until they reach the marriageable age, when the wedding ceremony is performed.

Recent analysis by UNICEF points out that one in three of the world’s child brides live in India.
Body
Factors leading to continued prevalence of child marriage in India

e Lack of education: A big determinant of the age of marriage is education. Around 45% of women
with no education and 40% with primary education married before the age of 18, according to
NFHS-4.

o In many countries, marriage and schooling are viewed as incompatible and decisions
about removing a girl from school and marrying her off at a young age are often made at
the same time. These decisions are influenced by the perceived value of education and
the availability of employment opportunities for educated girls.

e
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o Girls from poor, rural, conflict- and crisis-hit areas and marginalised groups will not
progress to secondary education unless they have quality primary education, according
to research.

o Also, barriers in the transition to secondary education, such as school fees, distance to
school, safety also need to be reduced.

Seen as a Burden: Economically, child marriages work as mechanisms that are quick income
earners. A girl child is seen as a leeway to a large dowry, to be given to her family upon her
marriage.

Poverty: In terms of economic status, women from poor households tend to marry earlier. While
more than 30% of women from the lowest two wealth quintiles were married by the age of 18,
the corresponding figure in the richest quintile was 8%.

Social background: Child marriages are more prevalent in rural areas and among Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

Trafficking: Poor families are tempted to sell their girls not just into marriage, but into
prostitution, as the transaction enables large sums of money to benefit the girl’s family and
harms the girl. There is apathy towards their girls and the money by selling their girls is used for
the benefit of their sons

Advantages of Girl’s Access to Education:

Girls and young women who have achieved secondary and higher levels of education are less
likely to enter marriage before the age of 18, in contrast to those who have not received an
education, according to a study by Paul Pintu and others.

Two of every three child marriages would be stopped in the world only if all girls could complete
secondary school, a new UNICEf report claimed.

The numbers would fall 80 per cent if all girls continued on to higher education, the report
mentioned.

Education provides women with knowledge and skills that lead to greater empowerment and
the ability to make informed decisions about their lives.

Educated women are more likely to participate in the workforce, earn higher wages, and have
better health outcomes.

Access to education can challenge traditional gender norms and stereotypes, creating new
opportunities for women and girls.

Education can increase women’s bargaining power within their families and communities,
allowing them to negotiate for better living conditions, higher earnings, and greater autonomy.

Ways of preventing child marriage

Awareness and education along with criminal prosecution is needed in a country like India to curb
the menace of child marriages.

e Policy Interventions: Legislation is one important part of the approach towards eliminating
girl-child marriage from India.
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o Karnataka amended the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act in 2017, declaring every
child marriage void ab initio, making it a cognisable offence, and introducing a
minimum period of rigorous imprisonment for all who enable a child
marriage. Similar can be done at the central level.

Governmental Action for Social Change: Field bureaucrats across multiple departments,
including teachers, anganwadi supervisors, panchayat and revenue staff, all of whom
interact with rural communities, should be notified as child marriage prohibition officers.

o Moreover, decentralising birth and marriage registration to gram panchayats will
protect women and girls with essential age and marriage documents, thus better
enabling them to claim their rights.

Drivers of Social Change to Play a Fundamental Role: These include expansion of secondary
education, access to safe and affordable public transport, and support for young women to
apply their education to earn a livelihood.

o Expansion of education goes far beyond mere access to it. Girls must be able to
attend school regularly, remain there, and achieve.

= States can leverage their network of residential schools, girls’ hostels, and
public transport, especially in underserved areas, to ensure that teenage
girls do not get pushed out of education.

o Regular gender equality conversations need to be held with high school girls and
boys to shape progressive attitudes that will sustain into adulthood.

Empowerment Measures: Empowerment measures, too, are required to end child marriage,
such as community engagement through programmes like Mahila Samakhya.

o Children’s village assemblies in the gram panchayats across India can provide
a platform for children to voice their concerns.

Economic Growth, Essential for Prevention of Child Marriage: Ensuring later marriage for
girls requires India to evolve not only culturally but also economically.

o Some of this has happened, as Indians have become more prosperous, and as
extreme poverty levels have declined, decline in child brides has been witnessed.

o Economic growth will save Indian girls from child marriage. Combined with
educational and cultural awareness against a sex preference, which no doubt will
take longer; economic success a lasting solution.

Way forward
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e Despite modern times and a massive awareness programme, child marriages continue to
take place in Odisha. ActionAid, an international voluntary organisation, and UNICEF have
come forward to support the initiative of these brave children.

e Workshops, seminars and legal awareness camps needs to be organized to bring attitudinal
changes to prevent child marriage.

e SABLA, a Scheme for empowering adolescent girls by improving their nutritional and health
status, upgrading various skills and building awareness on various issues.

e The Government has used cash incentives (such as the Dhan Laxmi scheme and the Apni
beti apna dhan programme), and awareness-raising to induce behaviour change.

Conclusion

Drivers for social change like education, legal provisions and initiatives for creating awareness have
still a lot to cover with respect to eliminating girl child marriage. Moreover, it is a change that has to
come from within.

Microfinance for women Self Help Groups (SHGs) plays an important role in

empowerment of women and improving standards of living. Elucidate. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Live Mint

Why the question:

The article discusses the distinction between microfinance and self-help group financing. It highlights
that microfinance is a financial service offered by institutions to low-income individuals, while self-
help group financing involves collective savings and credit activities within communities.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the role of microfinance in inclusive growth and development of women SHGs and
women empowerment.

Directive word:

Elucidate — Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by defining micro-finance and give context with respect to growth of micro-finance in India.
Body:

First, with examples, write about the role of micro finance in poverty reduction, empowerment of
women, assisting vulnerable groups, and improving standards of living — financial inclusion, credit
provision, financial services in unbanked areas, growth of NBFC'’s, financial sustainability of the
MSME sector and promoting women entrepreneurship etc.

Conclusion:

Conclude by summarising the scope of Micro finance in inclusive growth.

Introduction

Micro financing is the delivery of financial services to poor and low income households with limited
access to formal financial institutions. It can also be described as banking for the underprivileged.
Microfinance institutions (MFIs) came into being in the 90s as banks’ reluctance to lend to those
without credit history provided an opportunity to those willing to take risk and organize rural
communities. According to Mohammed Yunus (founder of Grameen Bank in Bangladesh) access to
credit was a human right, essential for the poor to create self-employment and income.
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According to data from Sa-Dhan, a self-regulatory organization for microfinance institutions (MFls),
the microfinance portfolio witnessed a growth of 21% during this period..

Body
Microfinance can facilitate the achievement of national policies targeting vulnerable sections

e Empowerment of women: About 95 percentof some loan products extended by
microfinance institutions are given to women, as well as those with disabilities, those who
are unemployed, and even those who simply beg to meet their basic needs.

e Poverty alleviation:They provide easy credit and offer small loans to customers, without
any collateral.

o Microfinance disrupts the cycle of poverty by making more money available. It
creates the possibility of future investments.

e Savings in rural households:It helps the poor and marginalised section of the society by
making them aware of the financial instruments available for their help and also helps in
developing a culture of saving.

o Families benefiting from microloans are more likely to provide better and continued
education for their children.

e Creating employment: Microfinance is also able to let entrepreneurs in impoverished
communities and developing countries create new employment opportunities for others.

Benefits from MFls:

e It allows people to provide for their families. Through microfinance, more households are
able to expand their current opportunities so that more income accumulation may occur.

e It gives people access to credit. “By extending microfinance opportunities, people have
access to small amounts of credit, which can then stop poverty at a rapid pace,”

e It serves those who are often overlooked in society. About 95 percent of some loan
products extended by microfinance institutions are given to women, as well as those with
disabilities, those who are unemployed, and even those who simply beg to meet their basic
needs.

e It creates the possibility of future investments. Microfinance disrupts the cycle of poverty
by making more money available.

e It can create jobs.Microfinance is also able to let entrepreneurs in impoverished
communities and developing countries create new employment opportunities for others.

e It encourages people to save.“When people have their basic needs met, the natural
inclination is for them to save the leftover earnings for a future emergency,”

Issues with microfinance institutions

e According to World Bank’sGlobal Financial Inclusion Survey (2012), only 35% of adults in
India had access to a formal bank account and only 8% borrowed from institutional and
formal sources.

e Asper Census 2011, only 58.7% of households are availing banking services in the country.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips Page 35
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/important-international-institutions-agencies-and-further-structure-mandate-etc/world-bank/

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS ‘o,

o However, as compared with previous Census 2001, availing of banking services
increased significantly largely on account of increase in banking services in rural
areas.

e At present, only about 5% of India’s 6 lakh villages have bank branches.
o There are 296 under-banked districts in states with below-par banking services.

e In adiverse country like India, financial inclusion is a critical part of the development
process. Since independence, the combined efforts of successive governments, regulatory
institutions, and the civil society have helped in increasing the financial-inclusion net in the
country.

o Thus, there exists both a great need and the potential to tap into the unbanked
population and bring them into the financial net.

o Microfinance institutions are a way to do the same.
Way forward:

e Thereis a need for MFls to consider adopting more flexible operating
models, providing skills training and offering services such as portability of accounts to
provide greater access for a longer duration of time.

¢ Adiversified menu of micro loan products linked to sustainable income generation activities
via micro enterprises or a creation of community-based pooled enterprise could possibly
make it more attractive and compatible with the requirements of women.

e Inaddition, linking such developmental initiatives to an institution to nurture, monitor and
handhold those activities in the formative stages is crucial for sustainability.

Conclusion

As per the World Bank estimates, more than 500 million people have improved their economic
conditions via microfinance-related entities. Strengthening the credit check and debt collection
processes and educating the villagers about products and consequences is important. A model to
retain and recycle within the target population could possibly lead to a sustained route for poverty
alleviation.

Examine the social and economic factors behind increasing cases of farmer suicides.

What measures are needed to empower farmers and offer social support? (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India

Why the question:

The article discusses the increasing number of farmer suicides and emphasizes the need to protect
farmers from the uncertainties of nature.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about causes of farmer suicides and measures needed to prevent them.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.
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Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving statistic regarding farmer suicides in India.

Body:

First, write about the causes of farm suicides — Low per capita land, indebtedness, high loan rates,
high costs of production and labour, inability to pool up resources, need for hiring labor due to
shortage of time, low agriculture products prices and low MSPS, decreasing water tables and
increasing costs of pumping water out, economic exploitation by dealers selling agriculture
equipment, seeds, fertilizers etc.

Next, write about the steps that are needed to prevent farmer suicides.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

According to the National Crime Records Bureau data, a total of 10,881 persons from the farming
sector died by suicide in 2021—this includes farmers and farm labourers. Several socio-economic
factors have enabled an environment vulnerable to distress in the agricultural belts of the nation.
Unable to cope with mounting debt and the inability to take care of their families, many choose to
end their lives.

Body
Factors behind increasing cases of farmer suicides

¢ Plummeting incomes, mounting debt, and high interest rates (particularly of non-
institutional sources) have pushed the peasantry towards deprivation

e The high debt burdenwas the primary reason behind 75% of farmer suicides.

e Large chunk of persons were underemployed or disguisedly unemployedduring 2016-17 in
Punjab.

e The mismatch between farm inputs and output prices, crop failures, and unfavourable
terms of trade between prices paid and received by the farmers have contributed fairly to
declining farm incomes.

e Cost of cultivation:

o The MSP of wheat and paddy increased at the rate of 2% per annum while the cost
of cultivation increased at the rate of 7.9% during the last one and a half decades.

e With a growth rate of around 1.6% (during 2012-17) and the stress on natural resources,
thefarm sector is trapped in a vicious circle of crisis. Expectedly, small farmers are the
worst sufferers.

e Due to the declining water table, the cost of irrigation structures has increased as the
farmers have to replace centrifugal pumps by costly submersible pumps.

e According to the Niti Aayog, in 2022-23, of the 21 crore hectares of sown area across India,
11.5 crore hectares had access to irrigation—54.76% against 47.80% in 2013-14.

e The farmers are being exploited by traders and dealers providing them spurious seeds and
agrochemicals.
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Agriculture in Punjab suffers from mono-crop culture of mainly wheat and paddy. With this
cropping pattern, farming itself is becoming an unviable occupation, due to rising fixed and
variable input costs, and low remuneration leading to falling profit margins.

Cost of inputs:

o Variable costs increase due to rising prices of inputs like fertilisers, pesticides,
weedicides, diesel etc.

o Fixed costs like installation and deepening of submersible pumps due to the dipping
water table increase the financial woes of farmers.

o Forasmall and marginal farmer, it is economically unviable to make such
investments, especially by borrowing from informal sources at high rates of interest

Data Anomaly:

o Existing studies have analysed the intensity of farmer suicides in isolation, i.e.
without comparing farmer suicides with those by other professionals

Policy measures needed to prevent farmer suicides

The “Scheme for Debt Swapping of Borrowers” should be made more effective for
converting the non-institutional debt into institutional debt.

The AMSCs should be set up at every village to provide custom-hiring services to small
farmers on a priority basis.

Quality farm inputs like seed, fertilisers, and pesticides must be supplied to the farmers at
subsidised prices.

Rationalisation of subsidies, especially in favour of small farmers may control appreciating
farm costs and making small farming viable.

For alternative employment, the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme should be effectively implemented by ensuring stipulated annual employment of
100 days, rather than the existing 30 days, to each family in the state.

Identifying and developing crop niches that will encourage allied activities in appropriate
agro-climatic zones of the state, and developing cooperative primary processingand
marketing units for crops and activities in these zones can help improve the economic well-
being of the farmers.

Effective irrigation facilities should be provided. Drip and sprinkle irrigation should be
popularized. Canals should be built to reach deep into villages.

Using Information technologies and electronic media (like DD Kisan channel) to spread
awareness about government schemes and monsoon predictions.

Skill Development of farmers, so that they can develop alternative sources of income.
Government should initiate alternative employment generation programmes.

Land pooling, where lands of small farmers can be pooled into a larger piece, and benefits
can be maximized.
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o Effective implementation of various government schemes like pradhan Mantri Krishi
sinchai yojana, pradhan Mantri fasal bima yojana and Soil Health Card scheme.

Empowering women through education, financial inclusion, and gender equality
contributes to improved economic outcomes and overall societal development.

Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Live Mint

Why the question:

The article underscores the crucial link between women’s empowerment and economic prosperity in
modern societies.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the steps that must be taken for empowering women in a true sense.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by defining women empowerment in India.

Body:

First, write about unequal pay — its various manifestations and its impact.

Next, write about inferior work — the notions that women agency is not as developed as men, its
impact.

Next, denial of rights for women and not involving them in matters that affect them. Write about its
impact.

Next, write about the steps required to bridge the above to achieve empowerment in a true sense.
Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

The policy of women’s empowerment is incorporated well into the constitution of India which
became effective in the year 1950. Article 14 ensures the right to equality for women; Article 15(1)
prohibits gender discrimination; Article 15(3) empowers the state to take affirmative steps in favour
of women, to name a few.

The World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report 2020 says men and women will have pay
equality in 257 years. Of the 153 countries studied for the report, India ranks 112th on the overall
Global Gender Gap Index. The economic gender gap runs particularly deep and has gotten
significantly wider.

Body
Gender inequality in India

e India scores quite low in when it comes to gender inequality, according to latest UNDP
Human development report, India is ranked 125 of 159 countries in the Gender Inequality
Index (GlI).

e Labour participation: In terms of labour participation only 23.3% of women (79.1% men)
above 15 years are part of India’s labour force.
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e Wage gap: Research from India’ leading diversity and inclusion consulting firm Avtar Group
shows that women are paid 34% less than men for performing the same job with the same
qualifications.

e Lack of Economic Empowerment: Women are underrepresented in senior managerial
position and overrepresented in low paying jobs. Oxford Survey shows that globally only
19% firms have a female senior manager.

e Access to productive capital: It is harder for women to access funds and capital for farming,
starting a business or for other developmental works.

e Secondary Education for women is lower than man in majority of countries while this stands
at less than 80% in India.

e Social norms and stereotypes: Classifying men as “bread winners” and women pursuing jobs
as “career women” was reported by Oxford University Survey. It also highlighted that most
of the unpaid work is seen as a women'’s job.

Measures needed to bridge the gap and empower women

e Behavioral Nudge: For instance, by using taxes to incentivize fairly sharing child-care
responsibilities, or by encouraging women and girls to enter traditionally male-dominated
sectors such as the armed forces and information technology. Eg Supreme Court in India
declared that women could now hold commanding positions in Army.

o Paternity leaves for men, to share the responsibility of child rearing.
o Incentivizing companies to employ women, and reach 50% target.

e Strong laws and policies wrt equal pay for equal work, maternity benefits are needed to
promote women’s representation in economy.

e Maternity and paternity: An amendment to the Act in 2017 increased paid maternity leave
from 12 to 26 weeks. Though well-meaning, this unfortunately fortifies notions of care-
giving being primarily the onus of the woman, and thus reinforces and raises the risk of
women being subject to the motherhood penalty.

o An explicit law for mandatory paternity benefits will go a long way towards
equalizing gender roles and reducing employer bias

e Better work conditions: The provision and strengthening of childcare facilities for working
mothers are very important.

o The Maternity Benefit Act mandates the setting up of creche facilities for
organizations with over 50 employees.

o A better policy measure would be to provide mothers in need of childcare with a
monthly allowance. This will also help mothers working from home.

e Political Representation: India has provided 33% reservation for women in the Panchayats
and Local Bodies. Capacity Building and training can increase their capabilities further.

Conclusion

e
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Gender equality is a human right which entitles all persons irrespective of their gender to live with
dignity and with freedom. Gender equality is also a precondition for development and reducing of
poverty. Gender shouldn’t be an unreasonable determining factor curbing the potential of women.

Urbanization, their problems and their remedies.

Addressing the challenges in urban solid waste management requires a multi-pronged
approach involving infrastructure development, awareness campaigns, policy reforms,

and technology integration. Discuss. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Down to Earth

Why the question:

The article discusses the potential benefits of digitalizing waste management in Indian cities and
towns. It highlights that adopting digital technologies can lead to cleaner and more sustainable
urban environments.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about challenges associated with Solid waste management (SWM) and remedies for the
issue.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin the answer by defining Solid waste management.

Body:

First, explain the challenges pertaining to SWM in India — infrastructure, sanitation, manual
scavenging, lack of disposal, pollution etc.

Next, write about various ways to tackle it — leveraging Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) 2.0, periodic
data collection on waste generation, strict segregation at source, improving waste collection
efficiency and exploring Waste to Energy options.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

Solid waste management (SWM) refers to the process of collecting and treating solid wastes. It
also offers solutions for recycling items that do not belong to garbage or trash. In a nascent effort
to look beyond toilets and kick off its ODF+ phase — that is, Open Defecation Free Plus — focussing
on solid and liquid waste management, the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (SBA) has included the
prevalence of plastic litter and water-logging in villages as indicators of cleanliness in its 2019 rural

survey.
Body
Current Situation of SWM in India:

e As per the SBM 2.0 guidelines, the total quantity of waste generated by urban areas in India
is about 32 lakh tonnes daily. This adds up to 4.8 crore tonnes per annum.

e Of this only about 25% is being processed; the rest is disposed of in landfills every year.

w
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Given that the waste dumpsites have been operational since the early 2000s, more than 72
crore tonnes of waste need to be processed.

Most cities have confined themselves to collection and transportation of solid waste.
Processing and safe disposal are being attempted only in a few cases.

The CPCB report also reveals that only 68% of the MSW generated in the country is
collected of which, 28% is treated by the municipal authorities. Thus, merely 19% of the
total waste generated is currently treated.

According to a UN report, India’s e-waste from old computers alone will jump 500 per cent
by 2020, compared to 2007.

Disappearance of urban water bodies and wetlands in urban areas can be attributed to
illegal dumping of Construction & Demolition waste.

Some of the major issues concerning solid waste management are:

Absence of segregation of waste at source.
Lack of funds for waste management at ULBs.

Unwillingness of ULBs to introduce proper collection, segregation, transportation and
treatment/ disposal systems.

Lack of technical expertise and appropriate institutional arrangement

Lack of infrastructure and technology

Lack of involvement from the private sector and non-governmental organisations
Indifference of citizens towards waste management due to lack of awareness

Lack of community participation towards waste management and hygienic conditions
Lack of sewage management plan.

About 70% of the plastic packaging products turn into plastic waste within a short period.

Unorganized vendors and markets, existence of slum areas and Corruption are other issues
plaguing MSWM.

Measures needed

State governments should provide financial support to ULBs to improve their waste
management system under various schemes and programs.

Initiatives like Smart Cities Mission, AMRUT should provide significant funding to improve
civic services infrastructure.

The key to efficient waste management is to ensure proper segregation of waste at
source and to ensure that the waste goes through different streams of recycling and
resource recovery as stated in the Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016.

Waste to energy is a key component of SWM. Installation of waste-to-compost and bio-
methanation plants would reduce the load of landfill sites

w
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There is a need to encourage research and development so as to reinvent waste
management system in India.

The focus should be on recycling and recovering from waste and not landfill. Further, it is
important to encourage recycling of e-waste so that the problem of e-waste

Public- Private Partnership models for waste management should be encouraged.

Construction and demolition waste should be stored, separately disposed off, as per the
Construction and Demolition Waste Management Rules, 2016.

Responsibilities of Generators have been introduced to segregate waste in to three
streams, Wet (Biodegradable), Dry (Plastic, Paper, metal, wood, etc.) and domestic
hazardous wastes (diapers, napkins, empty containers of cleaning agents, mosquito
repellents, etc.) and handover segregated wastes to authorized rag-pickers or waste
collectors or local bodies.

Sensitization of citizens as well as government authorities, community participation,
involvement of NGOs. Littering should be prohibited.

International Best practices should be emulated. South Korea is one of the few countries to
separate and recycle food waste. It has also launched landfill recovery projects such as

the Nanjido recovery project which have successfully transformed hazardous waste sites
into sustainable ecological attractions.

Conclusion

Municipal solid waste management (MSWM) is one of the major environmental problems of Indian
cities. The need of the hour is scientific, sustainable and environment friendly management of

wastes.

Effects of globalization on Indian society

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) has a profound societal impact by improving access to

services, promoting inclusion and fostering transparency. Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

The article discusses the Digital India vision and the role of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) in
transforming India’s digital landscape.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about DPI, its components and impact on society.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by defining DPI

Body:

First, write about the key components of DPI in India — Aadhaar, Digital Locker, Bharat Bill Payment
System (BBPS), Unified Payments Interface (UPI), and National Knowledge Network (NKN) and its
their usage.
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Next, write about the societal impact of DPI — access to essential services, improving digital literacy,
bridging the digital divide, efficiency in government processes, fosters transparency and
accountability etc.

Next, write about the shortcomings of the same.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

Digital public infrastructure (DPI) refers to blocks or platforms such as digital identification, payment
infrastructure and data exchange solutions that help countries deliver essential services to their
people, empowering citizens and improving lives by enabling digital inclusion.

India, through India Stack, became the first country to develop all three foundational DPIs, Digital
identity (Aadhar), Real-time fast payment (UPI) and Account Aggregator built on the Data
Empowerment Protection Architecture (DEPA).

Body
About DPI

o DPIs mediate the flow of people, money and information. First, the flow of people through a
digital ID System. Second, the flow of money through a real-time fast payment system. And
third, the flow of personal information through a consent-based data sharing system to
actualize the benefits of DPIs and to empower the citizen with a real ability to control data.

e These three sets become the foundation for developing an effective DPI ecosystem.
e Each DPI layer fills a clear need and generates considerable value across sectors.

e India, through India Stack, became the first country to develop all three foundational
DPIs, Digital identity (Aadhar), Real-time fast payment (UPI) and Account Aggregator built
on the Data Empowerment Protection Architecture (DEPA).

e DEPA creates a digital framework that allows users to share their data on their own terms
through a third-party entity, who are known as Consent Mangers.

Growth of DPI

o Digital Infrastructure Development: Over the past decade, India has invested in the creation
of robust digital infrastructure, including high-speed internet connectivity, data centres, and
improved telecommunications networks. Initiatives like Digital India and Bharat Net have
played a crucial role in expanding internet access to rural and remote areas, bridging the
digital divide and empowering citizens with digital services.

o Digital Governance: The Indian government has made efforts to digitize various public
services, enabling citizens to access government services online easily. This move has
increased efficiency, reduced bureaucracy, and enhanced transparency in governance.
Initiatives like Aadhaar, the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), have provided a
secure digital identity to millions of Indians, enabling easy access to various services and
benefits.
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o E-Governance and Service Delivery: DPI has facilitated the delivery of essential services like
education, healthcare, financial inclusion, and social welfare schemes to remote and
underserved regions. Initiatives like e-governance portals, telemedicine, and direct benefit
transfer (DBT) have positively impacted the lives of millions by reducing inefficiencies and
leakages in the system.

e Digital Payments and Financial Inclusion: India has seen a remarkable rise in digital payment
platforms and fintech solutions, promoting financial inclusion. Government-led initiatives
like Jan Dhan Yojana, Unified Payments Interface (UPI), and BHIM have made digital
payments accessible to the unbanked and underbanked population, fostering greater
economic participation.

o Digital Entrepreneurship and Startups: The DPI has contributed to the growth of India’s
startup ecosystem. The availability of digital infrastructure and ease of doing business has
encouraged entrepreneurs to create innovative solutions, fostering economic growth and
employment opportunities.

e Data Privacy and Security Concerns: As DPI continues to expand, data privacy and security
challenges have emerged. With the increasing digital footprint, there is a need to strengthen
cybersecurity measures and ensure responsible data handling to protect citizens’ personal
information.

¢ Internet Penetration and Digital Literacy: While India has made strides in improving
internet penetration, there is still a need to enhance digital literacy, especially in rural areas.
Promoting digital literacy will empower citizens to leverage digital services effectively.

e Leveraging Emerging Technologies: As DPI evolves, India has the opportunity to leverage
emerging technologies like artificial intelligence, blockchain, and the Internet of Things (loT)
to further enhance service delivery and governance.

Conclusion

Overall, India’s progress in developing its Digital Public Infrastructure has laid a strong foundation for
a digital economy. However, to realize the vision of inclusive and sustainable growth, continuous
efforts are needed to address challenges related to data privacy, security, and digital literacy.
Additionally, adapting to emerging technologies and fostering innovation will be crucial for India to
maintain its momentum towards becoming a digital-first nation.

Value addition
e Aadhaar:

o Aadhaar is a strategic policy tool for social and financial inclusion, public sector
delivery reforms, managing fiscal budgets, increasing convenience and promoting
hassle-free people-centric governance.

o Aadhaar holders can voluntarily use their Aadhaar for private sector purposes, and
private sector entities need not seek special permission for such usage.

e DigiYatra:

o DigiYatrais a Biometric Enabled Seamless Travel (BEST) experience based on
a Facial Recognition System (FRS).
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o Air passenger traffic in India was estimated to be over 188 million in airports across
India in the financial year 2022, out of whom over 22 million were international
passengers.

o Digilocker:

o DigiLockerhas 150 million users, six billion stored documents, and done with a tiny
budget of RS 50 crore over seven years.

o The users can store their documents such as insurance, medical reports, PAN card,
passport, marriage certificate, school certificate and other documents in the digital
format.

o UPI:

o UPI (Unified Payment Interface)has crossed eight billion transactions per
month and transacts a value of USD 180 billion a month, or about a staggering 65%
of India’s GDP per annum.

o UPlis currently the biggest among the National Payments Corporation of India
(NPCl)operated systems including National Automated Clearing House (NACH),
Immediate Payment Service (IMPS), Aadhaar enabled Payment System (AePS),
Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS), RuPay etc.

Hyper-globalization has led to increased cultural exchange and influence. A decline in
hyper-globalization may impact the adoption of global cultural elements in Indian

society. Examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: Live Mint, Insights on India

Why the question:

The narrative that underpins the global economic system is in the midst of a transformative plot
twist. Since the end of World War Il, the so-called liberal international order has been premised on
the free flow of goods, capital and finance, but this global arrangement now seems increasingly
anachronistic.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the ending of hyper-globalisation across the world, its impact on the Indian society.
Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin the answer by defining hyper-globalisation.

Body:

First, write about the various features of hyper-globalisation citing a few examples.

Next, write about the factors that have led to deglobalisation across the world and why these factors
mark a possible end of hyper-globalisation era.

Next, write about the positive impact of the above — sustainable and equitable economic policies,
support small-scale farmers, increase access to healthcare and education etc.
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Next, write about the negative impacts — reduced economic growth and job creation, diminishing
foreign investment etc.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward to address the negative impacts.

Introduction

Hyper Globalisation is the concept that believes that globalization is happening is an enormous way
and there is an emergence of a homogenous global culture. The period of hyper globalization has
been associated with the most dramatic turnaround in the economic fortunes of developing
countries.

The main difference between globalization and hyper globalization is very narrow and can be best
described as the rate of speed at which the process of globalization takes place. The period between
1870 and 1914 the Golden Age of globalization in which world trade in terms of gross domestic
product went from a 9 percent to 16 percent share. However, in the current age of hyper-
globalization, which includes both goods and services, the gross domestic product share has reached
33 percent.

Body
Impact of hyper globalization on Indian society
¢ Economic inequality: Hyper Globalization is increasing the inequality around world.

o GAFA (Google, Apple, Facebook, and Amazon) are the wealthiest companies in the
world. The wealth created is enjoyed by only few individuals.

o Theincreased income of persons with required new skills (such as knowledge of
Artificial Intelligence) is far less than decreased income of unskilled person, leading
to decrease in net prosperity.

e FDI and investment: Some countries are unable to attract FDI, other developing countries
who have the ability to attract FDI, are unable to maximize the benefits for indigenous firms.

e Against the poor: WTO Agreement on Agriculture, are result of hyper globalism, which have
capability to reduce the prosperity of farmers by limiting government’s support to them.

e Intellectual property: Similarly, agreements such as TRIPS do not let all to enjoy the
benefits of innovation there by reducing their chance to increase their prosperity. All these
are threatening human prosperity directly or indirectly.

e Ecology and indigenous people: Hyper globalism is also leading to increased extraction of
raw materials, de-forestation without any value addition to indigenous people. Moreover,
these people need to bear cost of resulting damage to ecology, increased pollution, hence
reducing their prosperity.

o This can be better understood when we look at the plight of millions of climate
refugees from island nations etc.

e Technological warfare: Technology is going to make warfare more dreadful. Buying and
selling dangerous weapons is never as easy as it is in era of hyper globalism.

o If atall war occurs, the damage to property is un-predictable. Eg: Russia-Ukraine
war.
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o Moreover, if the money used for defence is used for welfarist policies, it would have
helped the poor and destitute by making them prosperous.

e Overdependence and disruption: The increasing price risk due to disruption of supplies (eg
crude oil and edible oil crisis due to Ukraine war) will have direct impact on poor due to
inflation.

o Eg: Dependence on API's from China during Covid-19 pandemic and people running
from pillar to post for common cold medicines.

¢ Reduced to exporter of raw material: As industrialized countries have a better comparative
advantage, poor nations are yet again becoming exporters of raw materials. This can also be
called as neo-imperialism. Decision making powers are still with the Western nations
continuing the trend from World War 2.

Is deglobalization underway?

¢ Right wing politics in West: A surge in populist politics in Europe and the US has ridden a
wave of opposition to globalized economies and international institutions such as
the World Trade Organization (WTO) and NATO.

e Brexit: Leaving the European Union (EU) is written into the constitutions of populist
parties in countries such as Poland and Hungary.

e Delegitimization of International Organizations: The United Nations (UN) is widely viewed
as weak and deadlocked, and populist movements tend to ridicule the notion of belonging
to an international community of nations.

o International organizations have seen their reputations suffer, either condemned as
too powerful or too weak.

o The World Health Organization (WHO) struggled to drive an efficient response to
the COVID—-19 pandemic, in large part due to uncooperative governments.

e Lockdown of national borders: The COVID-19 pandemic illustrates the danger of relying on
global supply chains for essential medical supplies, while climate change demands
reductions in the enormous carbon footprint of international trade.

o India came up with self-sufficient ‘Atmanirbharta’ concept and so did many other
nations.

Negative Impact of hyper globalization on Indian society
e Economic inequality: Hyper Globalization is increasing the inequality around world.

o GAFA (Google, Apple, Facebook, and Amazon) are the wealthiest companies in the
world. The wealth created is enjoyed by only few individuals.

o Theincreased income of persons with required new skills (such as knowledge of
Artificial Intelligence) is far less than decreased income of unskilled person, leading
to decrease in net prosperity.

¢ FDI and investment: Some countries are unable to attract FDI, other developing countries
who have the ability to attract FDI, are unable to maximize the benefits for indigenous firms.
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e Against the poor: WTO Agreement on Agriculture, are result of hyper globalism, which have
capability to reduce the prosperity of farmers by limiting government’s support to them.

o Intellectual property: Similarly, agreements such as TRIPS do not let all to enjoy the
benefits of innovation there by reducing their chance to increase their prosperity. All these
are threatening human prosperity directly or indirectly.

e Ecology and indigenous people: Hyper globalism is also leading to increased extraction of
raw materials, de-forestation without any value addition to indigenous people. Moreover,
these people need to bear cost of resulting damage to ecology, increased pollution, hence
reducing their prosperity.

o This can be better understood when we look at the plight of millions of climate
refugees from island nations etc.

e Technological warfare: Technology is going to make warfare more dreadful. Buying and
selling dangerous weapons is never as easy as it is in era of hyper globalism.

o Ifatall war occurs, the damage to property is un-predictable. Eg: Russia-Ukraine
war.

o Moreover, if the money used for defence is used for welfarist policies, it would have
helped the poor and destitute by making them prosperous.

e Overdependence and disruption: The increasing price risk due to disruption of supplies (eg
crude oil and edible oil crisis due to Ukraine war) will have direct impact on poor due to
inflation.

o Eg: Dependence on API's from China during Covid-19 pandemic and people running
from pillar to post for common cold medicines.

¢ Reduced to exporter of raw material: As industrialized countries have a better comparative
advantage, poor nations are yet again becoming exporters of raw materials. This can also be
called as neo-imperialism. Decision making powers are still with the Western nations
continuing the trend from World War 2.

Measures needed to counter the risks

e Reduce over-dependence: In the real world, countries need to de-risk against
overdependence on few suppliers, especially of products entailing heavy foreign exchange
outgo.

o Halving import dependence in edible oils from the current 60-65 per cent is a goal
worth pursuing, provided such Atmanirbharta does not degenerate into
protectionism.

o Domestic producers can be given one-time capital subsidy and tariff support based
on long-term import parity pricing.

e Domestic investment: When the global economy is sluggish, only domestic investment can
move demand.

o India has an intrinsic advantage of population and its vibrant domestic demand.
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o If enough manufacturing capacity as per the policy can be achieved, India can
provide good market and employment its products and population.

o Eg: PLI scheme for electronics.

o Monetary policy: Appropriate monetary policy decisions should be made to boost
investment. Moreover, reigning in inflation

e Infrastructure: Any policy should be accompanied with public infrastructure especially
the transport sectors which also increase would demand. This would also reduce cost of
logistics and make Indian goods competitive in the global market in turn increasing India’s
prosperity.

Conclusion

Hyper globalization is not entirely detrimental to India, rather it has increased technology transfer
and increased investment flow. India must reduce the risks to leverage the benefit of hyper
globalism. Upskilling youth with new age technology can lead to reaping of rich demographic
dividends while decreasing poverty.

In a world where global trade and commerce is inevitable, protectionist policies of a few nations will
only cause severe inequality. A middle ground is the need of the hour and a gated globalization
could be the preferred option, with India paving the path for other nations to follow, in the decades
to come.

Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism.

Highlight the historical context of gender inequality and the struggle for women’s rights
in India. Discuss ways to address various challenges, including social norms, economic
disparities, and political representation, to advance women’s empowerment fully. (250

words).

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu, Insights on India

Why the question:

The article discusses the long journey toward achieving gender equality and women’s rights in India.
Key Demand of the question:

To write about the causes for gender inequality and its impact and ways to overcome it.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by giving context.

Body:

First, write about the various historical causes for gender inequality —, educational, economic and
social causes. Trace the struggle for women equality in India.

Next, write about the how the gender inequality impacts the Indian society. Cite examples and
statistics to substantiate.

Next, write about the various measures needed to bridge the gender gap.

Conclusion:
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Conclude by writing a way forward.
Introduction

India ranks 135 among a total of 146 countries in the Global Gender Gap Index, 2022, released by
the World Economic Forum. The Global Gender Gap Report, 2022, says it will now take 132 years to
reach gender parity, with the gap reducing only by four years since 2021 and the gender gap
closed by 68. 1%. India ranks poorly among its neighbours and is behind Bangladesh (71), Nepal
(96), Sri Lanka (110), Maldives (117) and Bhutan (126). Only the performance of Iran (143),
Pakistan (145) and Afghanistan(146) was worse than India in South Asia. In 2021, India ranked 140
out of 156 nations.

Body
Causes for Gender inequality in the country

e High gender divide: The gender gap in the country has widened, with only 62.5% of it
closed and especially low gender parity in political empowerment and economic
participation and opportunity.

e Wage gap: Women are paid considerably less than men, with some research showing that
the gender pay gap between women and men in the same jobs with equivalent
qualifications can be as much as 34%.

e Labour force participation: India, as of 2020, has the lowest female labour force
participation rate among South Asian nations, with four out of five women neither working
nor looking for jobs.

e High Job loss: According to Oxfam, 17 million women in India lost their jobs in April 2020,
with their unemployment rate rising far higher than that among men.

e Lesser opportunities for women: Women were found to be seven times more likely to lose
their jobs during the lockdown phases, and if rendered unemployed, were 11 times more
likely to remain jobless than their male counterparts.

¢ Uneven domestic responsibility: Potential reasons for this include the increased burden of
domestic responsibilities that Indian women typically had to bear, in terms of not just
household chores but extra time needed for elderly care and children’s studies, with
schools shut.

e Even pre-pandemic, a Time Use Survey conducted by the National Sample Survey Office
showed that women spent nearly 4.5 hours on childcare and other care-giving
responsibilities, in contrast with the meagre 0.88 hours for men.

Impact on society

e Pre-natal sex-selective Abortion:The most extreme expression of the preference for sons is
female infanticide and sex selective abortion. A study in a Bombay hospital found that 96%
of female were aborted.

e Sexual Harassment at work places: is a harassment of a sexual nature, typically in the work
place. Sexual harassment is considered a form of illegal discrimination. Sexual harassment at
work place is not an isolated phenomenon but a mainfestaion of the larger gender
discrimination in society.

e —
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¢ Female are malnourished: India has exceptionally high rate of child malnutrition, because
tradition in India requires that women eat last and least throughout their lives, even when
pregnant.

¢ Women are uneducated: Families are far less likely to educate girls than boys and far more
likely to pull them out of school, either to help out at home or from fear of violence. So
women and girls receive far less education than men both due to social norms and fears of
violence.

e Women are in Poor health: Females receive less health care than males. Many women die
in childbirth. The practice of breast feeding female children for shorter periods of time
reflects the strong desire for sons.

¢ Women are overworked: Women work longer hours and their work is more than the men
(agricultural Work).

¢ Women are Unskilled: Women have unequal access to resources.

¢ Injustice Policy of Reservation in Public office:The women occupy 46% of the Indian
population but reservation is given for only 33% where reserved.

¢ Women are mistreated:In recent year there has been an alarming rise in atrocities against
women in India in term s of rapes, assaults and dowry related murders.

¢ Women are Powerless:While women are guaranteed equality under the constitution. But
due to lack of power to decide who they will marry and are often married off as children.

Need of the hour

e Behavioral Nudge: For instance, by using taxes to incentivize fairly sharing child-care
responsibilities, or by encouraging women and girls to enter traditionally male-dominated
sectors such as the armed forces and information technology. Eg Supreme Court in India
declared that women could now hold commanding positions in Army.

o Paternity leaves for men, to share the responsibility of child rearing.
o Incentivizing companies to employ women, and reach 50% target.

e Gender Justice at Work
o Bridging the wage gap for equal work.

o Making work places safer through strong laws. India has enacted Sexual Harassment
at workplaces act.

o Promote diversity and anti-bias courses for all employees.
o Comprehensive leadership training for women to excel in their fields.

e Gender sensitization: Breaking the social barriers by gender sensitization and education at
families, schools and workplaces. Eg : In the NCERT Books, gender roles, bias and prejudice
inducing writings were removed.

e Social security and financial literacy: Formalization of jobs should be pushed to avail
benefits to many women. Until then, social security benefits should be provided to women
in unorganized sector. Eg : Self Help Group-Bank Linkage Programme in India

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips Page 52
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS ‘,

o Embedding financial literacy in programmes where women have significant
representation could be a good starting point.

e Strong laws and policies wrt equal pay for equal work, maternity benefits are needed to
promote women'’s representation in economy.

e Political Representation: India has provided 33% reservation for women in the Panchayats
and Local Bodies. Capacity Building and training can increase their capabilities further.

Way forward

e Learning from the Nordic region, noteworthy participation of women in politics, institutions
and public life is the catalyst for transformational change.

¢ Women need to be equal participants in the labour force to pioneer the societal changes the
world needs in this integral period of transition.

e Every effort must be directed towards achieving gender parallelism by facilitating women in
leadership and decision-making positions.

e Social protection programmes should be gender-responsive and account for the differential
needs of women and girls.

e Research and scientific literature also provide unequivocal evidence that countries led by
women are dealing with the pandemic more effectively than many others.

Conclusion

Gender equality is a human right which entitles all persons irrespective of their gender to live with
dignity and with freedom. Gender equality is also a precondition for development and reducing of
poverty. Gender shouldn’t be an unreasonable determining factor curbing the potential of women.

The constitutional idea of fraternity, which promotes unity and social harmony, is not
fully realized in Indian society due to various factors such as caste-based discrimination,

religious divides, and political polarization. Examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Hindu, Insights on India

Why the question:

The article explores the concept of fraternity in India and how it differs from the ideal enshrined in
the Constitution.

Key Demand of the question:

To explain Fraternity and the reasons as to why it was included in the constitution and to comment
on its relevance in the present day amidst various social issues.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by defining Fraternity.
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Body:

Write about how Fraternity mentioned in the constitution has been interpreted in India. Fading of
divisions of caste and religion, ideology of friendship, mutual respect, despite all our differences, of
religious belief, caste, language, culture, ethnicity, class and gender which leads to unity of the
nation.

Write about the relevance of fraternity in the present day, especially in the times of pandemic.
striving for a just and humane society, collective caring, social protection and reducing intolerance
and communalism etc.

Conclusion:

Summarise the importance of Fraternity as the conclusion.

Introduction

According to Dr. Ambedkar “Fraternity means a sense of common brotherhood of all Indians — of
Indians being one people. It is the principle which gives unity and solidarity to social life,”. No one
should treat a fellow citizen as inferior. While the morals of Preamble like- Justice, Equality, Liberty
have been explicitly and implicitly ensured through Fundamental Rights, Directive Principles and
other constitutional provisions, this is not the case with Fraternity.

Body
Fraternity in Indian Context

e The concept of Fraternity signifies moral obligations rather than rights, an obligation to
treat fellow human beings justly and respectfully. It implies placing social cohesion above
individual identity.

e The Constitution views fraternity significantly as a source of affirming “the dignity of the
individual” and the “unity” of the nation.

e The former is accomplished by recognising the moral equality of individuals, upheld through
mutual respect, despite all our differences, of religious belief, caste, language, culture,
ethnicity, class and gender.

e Both Ambedkar and the Constitution derive the unity of the nation from fraternity. Not from
forcing minorities to adhere to majoritarian principles, but instead a sense of mutual
belonging and respect that transcends all other differences between the people.

e Fraternity is both a way of feeling, and a political principle.

e The idea of fraternity is closely linked to that of social solidarity, which is impossible to
accomplish without public empathy;the daily, lived realisation that human beings who look
different, wear different clothes, worship different gods, speak different languages, have
different political persuasions, actually have exactly the same intrinsic human dignity, and
experience the same emotions—dreams, hopes, despair, pain, happiness, anger, love,
triumphs and defeats—that we all do

e India which is divided on the basis of caste, which Ambedkar termed as anti-national, must
overcome this hurdle to become a nation. Without fraternity, equality and liberty will be no
deeper than coats of paint.

e Dignity of Individuals by maintaining material betterment of individual and democratic
setup.
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Sense of common brotherhood transcending religion, language, regional or sectional
diversities(Article 51A). This is to be promoted through single citizenship.

The Supreme Court, as the ultimate protector and interpreter of our Constitution, has also
invoked the principle of fraternity, though less frequently than the invocation of liberty and
equality.

“Fraternity”, thus, implies the acknowledgement that we share our space, our existence with
others, including individuals of another family, tribe, group, race, or religion, who have been
in India for ages, who have lived and died here, have made India what it is, a country of
improbable diversity, multiplicity of religions and culture.

Relevance of fraternity in contemporary India:

Our Constitution makers discussed about fraternity 75 years ago and their views seem
relevant to a present India.

There is simultaneously a precipitous decline in the civility of our public discourse, in which
hectoring and blighting one’s adversaries are seen as markers of high oratory and political
muscularity. These together constitute in India a grave threat to our constitutional values,
and most of all to fraternity.

Incidents such as communal violence during 2002 Gujarat riots, ongoing Citizenship
Amendment Act protest and violence, North-South divide based on languages, and other
social disturbances due to differences in diversity and inability to come to common terms for
living in harmony are common.

Still secessionist movements persist like demand for Greater Nagalim, lack of unified polity
manifested in temporary provisions for certain states like Article 371, border disputes,
especially with Pakistan and China. At psychological level issues include communalism,
regionalism, linguism etc.

In a nation where citizens are lynched for their choice of food or communities argue for
cultural/religious practices to precede constitutional guarantees, we need to adopt a way of
life wherein we live the value of fraternity — our success as a nation depends on this.

The idea of fraternal relations does not exist in a vacuum, it is instead the foremost pillar on
which a functioning democracy rests and we have somehow glossed over it entirely. In that
respect, as we enter the 75th year of our independence, we need a re-imagination of
community relations.

The focal point of this re-imagination has to be fraternity, providing adequate shared spaces
to empathise, evolve and foster a composite culture based on Constitutional and
humanitarian ideals.

Otherwise, we will be proving Ambedkar’s fears right: “Democracy is just a top dressing on
the Indian soil which is essentially undemocratic.”

Thus, Fraternity is the most radical and important idea of our times, the necessary
foundation to fight all the world’s injustices, hate and inequalities.

Conclusion

e
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A fine example of what fraternity can accomplish in times of hate was offered in the last months of
Mahatma Gandhi’s life, which were surely his finest hour. In these months, he cemented powerfully
the foundations of India as a humane, inclusive, secular country. He showed us the possibilities of
fraternity to imagine — and live — a different India.

Fraternity is an important element for a strong nation-state that encompasses diversity as large as
that of India’s. This had been cherished during nationalist freedom struggle also reminded
by 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act by adding the word integrity.

India faces several complex challenges that contribute to its vulnerability regarding
crimes against women. To address these issues, the government and civil society in
India must work together to rethink policies and better coordinate efforts to create

safer spaces for women. Discuss. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The article discusses the limitations in India’s calculations related to missing women, highlighting
that the existing methods fail to capture the complex dynamics of gender imbalances.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the reasons for unabated crimes against women and steps that are needed to tackle
this chronic problem.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context and mention the NCRB data on increasing cases of rape in India

Body:

In the first part, mention the reasons for this chronic issue. Legal loopholes, social conditioning,
culture of violence, Caste dynamics etc.

Write the steps that are the need of the hour. Effective implementation of Laws, investigating agency
and prosecution more proficient, awareness, gender sensitisation etc. Debate about provision of
death penalty for Rape.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

The latest National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) paints a frightful picture of a steady rise in rape
cases. India recorded 32,033 rape cases in 2019. This implies that at least 88 women were raped
every day. In the past week, three heinous crimes against women were reported in different parts of
the country.

These horrific, unrelated crimes point to a common denominator: India remains unsafe for
women. The Delhi gang rape of 2012, which led to stricter laws, is now a distant memory, as horrific
cases of sexual violence continue to shock the country.

Body

Crimes against Women: Statistics
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In 2019, 400,000 cases of crimes against women were reported, up from about 378,000 in 2018.
These account for only 10% of the crimes against women. The conviction rate for rape cases is a
dismal 30%.

Culture of crimes against women in India

e Entrenched Patriarchy: India is a deeply patriarchal society. Popular culture equates
masculinity with sexual aggression and encourages men and boys to bully and harass
women, even rape them, to “tame” them and teach them a lesson.

¢ Gender and caste violence: Raping Dalit women takes this misogyny further. A Dalit woman
is raped not just to punish and humiliate the woman but also her family and community. It is
aimed at underscoring the powerlessness of Dalit men and the larger Dalit community to
protect “their” women.

o Justice system: It is a social fact that the criminal legal system often merely re-arranges a
system of illegalities. For example, rape survivors are routinely pressurized to “compromise”
illegally and turn hostile in trials, failing which they may be threatened or even killed.

e Humiliation to victim: Victims, instead of getting justice, had to face several unnecessary
humiliating questions.

e Crime in home: Most crimes still happen within the confines of homes & victims are raped
by people they know well like relatives/friends/etc, most of these cases don’t even make it
to the statistics.

¢ No preventive measures: In case of any crime committed against women, the discussion
always goes towards punishment for the crime only, but never towards the prevention of
crime.

Rethinking policies to make safer spaces for women

e Law enforcement must swiftly bring the perpetrators to book and state governments must
ascertain areas of high crime rates and double safety protocols in those areas.

¢ Men and young boys must be brought into the conversation to dismantle patriarchy and
power structures that destroy the lives of women.

e Plugging Gaps in Justice Delivery: The most severe gaps in the justice delivery system are
reporting a police complaint. Therefore, the focus of the criminal justice system needs to
shift from sentencing and punishment to the stages of reporting, investigation, and victim-
support mechanisms. In this context, the following measures must be ensured:

o The victim reports a case without any fear.

o Police to conduct a sound investigation.

o Victim protection throughout the trial.

o Making testification as easy and as quick as possible.

o Allocation of resources and more robust implementation of the law than is currently
evident.
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e Sensitisation At a Broader Level: Despite the ever-increasing ambit of the death sentence,
there has been little effort to address prejudices in society.

o Addressing the prejudices in the society against sexual offences requires
sensitisation of functionaries of the justice system & more importantly society.

e Victim protection: Adequate protection must be given to the victim until the case is closed
to ensure they are not threatened.

Conclusion

Crimes against women are on the rise in recent times. Safety of women is of utmost important to
ensure that the society will prosper. The extent of violence against women in India is shameful, and
shows little sign of abating. While, as a community, it is possible to pass laws to criminalise the
violence, law alone will not ask men to respect the opposite gender. What needs to be ingrained in
the society is this “stronger people don’t put others down; they lift them up”. The year

2012 brought a drastic change in the way the State and society began viewing the epidemic of
sexual violence; nine years later, India still has a long way to go.

Communalism in India is a complex issue with deep historical roots and multifaceted
causes. Its impact on Indian society is detrimental, fostering divisions, violence, and

hindering social and economic progress. Examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The article likely discusses the different manifestations of Islamophobia, its impact on Muslim
communities, and the need for awareness and countermeasures to combat this issue.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about factors responsible for the growth of communalism and its impact on our society.
Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by defining communalism.

Body:

First, present the case of Communalism in India; Communalism as a political philosophy has its roots
in the religious and cultural diversity of India. It has been used to create a divide, differences and
tensions between the communities on the basis of religious and ethnic identity leading to communal
hatred and violence.

Next, Discuss the major factors that contributed towards the emergence and growth of
communalism in modern India. Present the current situation.

Next, Present measures to deal with Communalism.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

Communalism is basically an ideology which consists of three elements:

w
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o A belief that people who follow the same religion have common secular interests i.e. they
have same political, economic and social interests. So, here socio- political communalities
arise.

e A notion that, in a multi-religious society like India, these common secular interests of one
religion is dissimilar and divergent from the interests of the follower of another religion.

e Theinterests of the follower of the different religion or of different ‘communities’ are seen
to be completely incompatible, antagonist and hostile.

At a time when the tremors of ethnic clashes in Manipur have not yet settled, communal clashes in
Haryana, in regions abutting the national capital, claimed six lives this week. Two Home Guards and
four civilians were killed and 70 injured in clashes in Gurugram, Sohna and Nuh. Property worth
crores has been destroyed, and hundreds have fled their workplaces.

Body
Factors responsible for growth of Communalism in India:
e A Legacy of Past:

o On the basis of the “Two Nation” theory of Jinnah, India was partitioned. Communal
politics had played its nasty game during the immediate past of independent India.
The “Divide and Rule” policy of the British Government served their colonial
interest. The partition of India was the ultimate outcome of their politics.

e Presence of Communal Parties:

o Religion in India has become an important agency of political socialization and it is
also reflected in the ideology of a number of political parties. A number of
communal and sectarian political parties and organisations are present in India.
Muslim League, Jamaat—Islami, Hindu Mahasabha, Akali Dal, Vishwa Hindu Parishad
are directly or indirectly responsible for the emergence of communalism.

e Isolation of Muslims:

o Indian Muslims have developed a tendency of isolationism even long after the
creation of Pakistan. They remain aloof from the mainstream of national politics.
Most of them are not interested to take part in the secular-nationalistic politics of
the country. They insist on to be treated as a separate entity.

e Poverty:

o Mass poverty and unemployment create a sense of frustration among the people. It
generates backwardness, illiteracy, ignorance, etc. The unemployed youth of both
the communities can be easily trapped by religious fundamentalists and fanatics.
They are used by them to cause communal riots. The weak economic status often
breeds communalism.

¢ Hindu Chauvinism:

o The growths of Hindu chauvinistic attitudes have further strengthened the
communal tensions in India. The Hindu religious groups like Shiv Sena, Hindu
Mahasabha, Viswa Hindu Parisad often pressurize the government to take steps
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suitable to the interest of Hindus. They consider each Muslim as pro-Pakistani and
anti-national. To face the possible challenge of other communal forces, they
encourage the growth of Hindu communalism.

e Social Cause:

o The two major communities of India have been suspicious towards each other. The
Muslims complain of the threat of Hindu cultural invasion upon their lives and have
become more assertive of their rights. Either due to ignorance or insecurity, they do
not fully accept the need of family planning and help in increasing population.

¢ Communalization of Politics:

o Electoral politics in India has become more expensive and competitive. Different
political parties are not hesitating to use any means, fair or foul, for electoral victory.
They even create communal tensions and try to take political advantage out of it.
Concessions are granted to various minority groups for appeasing them.

e Cross-Border factors:

o Communal tensions in India sometimes are highly intensified due to the rule of two
neighbouring theocratic countries. These countries try to create communal
problems in the border states. The communal problems of Punjab and Jammu
Kashmir are caused due to provocation of Pakistan. So long as this cross-border
factor is not removed, communal problems are likely to stay in India.

e Failure of Government:

o Both the Union and the State Governments often fail to prevent communalism in
the country. Due to lack of prior information, they fail to take any preventive
measures. So the communal violence can easily take innocent lives and destroys
property. The post-Godhra riot in Gujarat shows the inefficiency of the government
to control the communal riot. Failure of immediate and effective steps has been a
cause of the continuance of communalism.

Ramification of Communalism:

e Genocides: With mass killings, the real sufferers are the poor, who lose their house, their
near and dear ones, their lives, their livelihood, etc. It violates the human rights from all
direction. Sometimes children lose their parents and will become orphan for a lifetime.

e Ghettoization and refugee problem are other dimensions of communalism induced
violence, whether its inter country or intra country.

e Sudden increase in violence against any particular community causes mass exodus and
stampede which in turn kills many number of people. For example, this was seen in the case
of Bangalore in 2012, with respect to people from North eastern states, which was
stimulated by a rumour.

e Apart from having effect on the society, it is also a threat to Indian constitutional values,
which promotes secularism and religious tolerance. In that case, citizens don’t fulfil their
fundamental duties towards the nation.
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e |t becomes a threat for the unity and integrity of the nation as a whole. It promotes only the
feeling of hatred in all directions, dividing the society on communal lines.

e Minorities are viewed with suspicion by all, including state authorities like police, para-
military forces, army, intelligence agencies, etc. There have been many instances when
people from such community have been harassed and detained and finally have been
released by court orders guilt free. For this, there is no provision for compensation of such
victims, about their livelihood incomes forgone, against social stigmas and emotional trauma
of the families.

o Barrier for development: Communal activities occurring frequently do harm the human
resource and economy of the country. And then again it takes years for the people and the
affected regions to come out the traumas of such violence, having deep impact on minds of
those who have faced it. They feel emotionally broken and insecure.

e Terrorism and Secessionism: As seen during the Khalistan movement in Punjab.

Steps to be taken to prevent communalism

e Economic:

o Poverty is one of the major factors for communal violence. Poverty alleviation
measures are thus important for promoting communal harmony.

o Eradicating the problem of unemployment among the youths, illiteracy and poverty
and that too with honesty and without any discrimination.

o Reducing educational and economic backwardness of minorities like Muslims.

o This can uplift their socio-economic status and reduce their deprivation compared to
Hindus

e Social:

o The religious leaders and preachers should promote rational and practical things
through religion promoting peace and security.

o Children in schools must be taught through textbooks and pamphlets to maintain
brotherhood and respect for all religions

o Creating awareness in the society about the ill effects of communism through mass
media

e Political:
o Political communism should be avoided recent Supreme court’s directives

o lIdentification and mapping of riot prone areas. For Example, Delhi police used
drones to monitor to maintain vigil during communal festivals

o Media, movies and other cultural platforms can be influential in promoting peace
and harmony.

o Social Media should be monitored for violent and repulsive content and taken off
immediately.
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¢ Recommendations of Committee on National Integration
o Joint celebration of community festivals
o Observing restraint by Hindus while taking processions before the mosques

o Formation of peace and brotherhood communities at local level to prevent anti-
social elements from engaging in communal riots

o Respect for religious customs, rituals and practices
Conclusion

In a vast country like India which is made up of diverse cultures, backgrounds, religions, identities
etc. it really requires to maintain a sense of equality among its citizen to provide a meaning to the
term democracy. The core reason behind all these discrimination are based on the nature of
unacceptance of diversities. We tend to commit heinous crimes to eradicate the population which
chooses a different set of traditions to follow. But these intolerance can lead India to get collapsed
from being a secular country to communal. And India is known to the world by the term “diversity”.
It is beautiful when the people irrespective of their differences are co-existing.

Salient features of world’s physical geography.

Explain the concept of geospatial intelligence, its significance in various domains, and

provide examples of its applications in real-world scenarios. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The article discusses geospatial intelligence (GEOINT) and its significance in modern data analysis
and decision-making.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about geospatial intelligence, highlight its significance

Directive word:

Explain - Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant
associated facts.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by introducing the concept of geospatial intelligence and its growing importance in today’s
world.

Body:

First, Explain what geospatial intelligence is, including its components like geographic information
systems (GIS), remote sensing, and data analysis.

Next, write about the significance of the above in various domains — Significance in security, Urban
planning and development, Natural disaster management and Environmental conservation etc. Cite
real life examples.

Conclusion:

Conclude by summarising.

Introduction

Geospatial intelligence is the collection and integration of data from various technologies like
satellites, sensors, and aerial images to create real-time maps and simulations. It aids in identifying
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and managing threats, supporting emergency response, environmental monitoring, logistics, and
more.

Geospatial technology uses tools like GIS (Geographic Information System), GPS (Global Positioning
System), and Remote Sensing for geographic mapping and analysis of Geospatial data.

Body

Significance of geospatial intelligence in various domains

Application Description
Emereenc Monitoring natural disasters such as Cyclones, and hurricanes to allocate
gency resources efficiently, issue timely storm warnings, and order evacuations
Preparedness
as needed.
Disaster Assisting in post-disaster efforts by identifying damaged areas, assessing
the extent of impact, locating access points for first responders, facilitating
Response

efficient search-and-rescue operations and the distribution of aid.

Environmental
Monitoring

Military and
Civilian
Applications

Transportation
and Logistics

Autonomous
Vehicles

Digital Twins

Tracking climate-related variables like temperature, precipitation, and ice
to anticipate and prepare for environmental disturbances, including
heatwaves, floods, and polar ice melt.

Reporting on military movements, and troop deployments, and providing
valuable spatial data for civilian applications such as global supply chain
optimization and logistics management.

Utilizing GPS-generated spatial data to enhance transportation and
logistics operations

Supporting the development of autonomous vehicles by offering high-
resolution imagery for road analysis, and traffic management.

Creating virtual replicas of real-world systems, such as cities and
buildings, which can be updated in real-time to simulate changes in
various conditions, aiding decision-making across different sectors,
including military and urban planning.

Measures undertaken for Development of Geospatial Data and Technology:

Measures Description

Released by the Ministry of Science and Technology in 2021.
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Guidelines
for Eliminated the requirement of permissions and scrutiny, even for security
Geospatial concerns for Indian Companies.
Data, 2021
Companies can now self-attest, conforming to government
guidelines without continuous monitoring by a government agency.
Developed in collaboration with NITI Aayog and ISRO
Geospatial . L . e
T Provides a comprehensive view of energy production and distribution in the
country.
Map of ¥
India
Aids in planning and investment decisions and supports disaster
management using available energy assets.
Union .
Budget Government support for the use of Kisan drones for land assessment,
digitization of land records, and spraying insecticides and nutrients.
2022-23 g praying
National
Gec.)spatial The 13-year guideline promotes the country’s geospatial data
Policy, industry and develops a national framework to use such data for improving
2022 citizen services, and more
Serves as a repository of geotagged assets created under various National
Yuktahara Rural Development Programs, including MGNREGA, Per Drop More Crop
portal Programs, Integrated Watershed Management Programme, and Rashtriya

Deregulated and liberalized the Geo-Spatial Sector in India, making it more
competitive.

w

Krishi Vikas Yojana.

Limitations of using Geospatial technology:

e Hacking information —The primary reluctance to share stems from the concern that
terrorists or criminals could use such information.

e Privacy issue —India doesn’t have a dedicated data protection policy in that context use of
Geospatial data may cause privacy issues.

e Lack of data availability and sharing constraints —The unavailability of foundation data,
especially at high resolution, is also a constraint. Further, the lack of clarity on data sharing
and collaboration prevents co-creation and asset maximization.

Way forward
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e Trained and dedicated teamto use geospatial data

¢ Funding to enhance the applicationof geospatial technology

e Privacy needs to be takeninto account while using Geospatial data.
Conclusion

Today the availability of using high-resolution satellite imagery creates a positive environment on
the significance of this technology for monitoring integrated systems in different areas of national
security purposes. Thus, geospatial technology reduces the analysis time and improves the capability
and efficiency in decision-making for national security issues.
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