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ECONOMY
1. What is the importance of the term oO0lnterest
India?
1. It helps in understanding the present risk of a firm that a bank is
going to give a loan to.
2. It helps in evaluating the emerging risk of a firm that a bank is going
to give loan to.
3. The higher a borrowing firmbds | evel of I n
worse is its ability to service its debt.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(&) 1and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(¢c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The interest coverage ratio is a debt ratio and profitability ratio used
to determine how easil y a company can pay interest on its
outstanding debt. The interest coverage ratio may be calculated by

dividing a companyds earnings before inte
a given period by the company®s interest
same period.
Q A hig her coverage ratio is better, although the ideal ratio may vary by
industry.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/02/periyar -tiger -reserve -ptr/

2. With reference to Trade -Related Investment Measures (TRIMS), which of the
following statements is/are correct ?
1. Quantitative restrictions on imports by foreign investors are
prohibited.
2. They apply to investment measures related to trad e in both goods and
services.
3. They are not concerned with the regulation of foreign investment.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q S1: The TRIMs Agreement prohibits certain measures that violate the
national treatment and quantitative restrictions requirements of the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).
Q In other words, it prohibits the use of TRIMs that are inconsistent
with:
Q Z Article lll of GATT 1994 (National Treatment), or
Q Z Article XI of GATT 1994 (General Elimination of Quantitative
Restrictions)
|
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Q See
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/acc_e/19_02_07_trims_agree
ment_for_accession_seminar.pdf

Q S2: The coverage of the Agreement is defined in Art icle 1 of TRIMS,
which states that the Agreement applies to investment measures
related to trade in goods only. Thus, the TRIMs Agreement does not
apply to services.

Q S3: The Agreement on Trade -Related Investment Measures (TRIMS)
are rules that are applicab le to the domestic regulations a country
applies to foreign investors, often as part of an industrial policy.

TRIMs are rules that restrict preference of domestic firms and thereby
enable international firms to operate more easily within foreign

markets. They donét regul ate foreign investmen
governed by FEMA and DIPP guidelines/regulations.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/03/wto -outlawing -indias -tech -

tariffs/

3. European Free Trade Association (EFTA), a regional trade organization and
free trade area consisting of

1. Iceland

2. Liechtenstein
3. Norway

4. Sweden

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only

(c) 1,2 and 4 only

(d) 1, 3 and 4 only
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q European Free Trade Association (est. 1960; HQ: Geneva) is an
intergovernmental organization founded by four European countries:
Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland as an alternative to

the EU.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/03/tepa -between -india -and -
efta-states/
4. Whi ch of the following statements correctly

corporationd?
(a) A financial institution that provides loans to individuals and
businesses.
(b) An organization that helps investors buy and sell securities.
(c) An entit y that facilitates the settlement of trades between buyers and
sellers in financial markets.
(d) A government agency that regulates the securities industry.
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q What are Clearing corporations (CC)?
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CC is an organization associated with an exchange to handle
the confirmation, settlement, and delivery of transactions in a
prompt and efficient manner.
Q Examples of CCs:
" The CCPs are The Clearing Corporation of India (CCIL), Indian

Clearing Corporation Ltd (ICCL), NSE Clearing Ltd (NSCCL),
Multi Commodity Exchange Clearing (MCXCCL), India
International Clearing Corporation (IFSC) Ltd (IICC), and NSE
IFSC Clearing Corporation Ltd (NICCL).

Refer: https://www.insightso nindia.com/2023/05/04/clearing -corporations/

5. Consider the following statements:
1. Inthe case of all cereals, pulses and oil -seeds, the procurement at
Minimum Support Prices(MSP) is unlimited in any State/UT of India.
2. Int he case of cereals and pulses, the MSP is fixed in any State/UT at
a level to which the market price will never rise.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q S1: While procuremen tis open -ended, it is not unlimited since our
buffer stock is limited.

Q S2:Thisis absurd. MSP is only an indicative price, and Market price
can rise way above or way below MSP given the situation.

6. Consider the following statements.

1. The Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, gives RBI the sole right to issue
banknotes in India.

2. Any change in design of a currency note has to be approved by the
RBlI s Centr al Board and the centr al gover

3. The RBI 6s Department of Currency Manageme
Governor has the responsibility of administering the core function of
currency management.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(2) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
Q Changes in the design and form of bank notes and coins a re decided
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the central government. Any

change in design of a currency note has to be approved by the
RBI 6s Centr al Board and t h@hamgesinthe al gover
design of coins are the prerogative of the central go vernment.
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Q Section 22 of The Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, gives RBI the
0sole rightdé to i ssue bSaencktniootne s2 51 ns tlantdeisa t
design, form, and material of bank notes shall be such as may be
approved by the Central Government after consi deration of the
recommendati ons made by the [RBIds] Centr
Q The RBI 6s Department of Cuiraureentlgy Manageme
headed by Deputy Governor T Rabi Sankar fi has the responsibility
of administering the core function of currency management.
Accordin g to the RBI website, the Department addresses policy and
operational issues relating to the o0desig
demand for notes and coins; ensuring smooth distribution of
banknotes and coins throughout the country and retrieval of unfit
notes and uncurrent coins from circulation; ensuring the integrity of
bank notesbo, et c.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/05/rbis -report -on-curren cy-
and -finance/

7. With reference to the Indian Economy, consider the following statements:
1. dCommerci al Paperd is a short term unsecu
2. 6Certificate of -tddneipsownentigsuedlsytha | Resege
Bank of India to a corporation.
3. 6Cal |l Money® is a short term finance used
4. 6 ZeCwupon Bondsd are the interest bearing
by the Scheduled Commercial Banks to corporations.

Which of the statements gi  ven above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 4 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 2,3 and 4 only
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q RBI does not issue CDs to corporations, so S2 is wrong.

Q S4isincorrect too. Zero Coupon Bonds are G -secs that are issued at
a discount and redeemed at par. N o interest payment is made on such
bonds at periodic intervals before maturity.

8. With reference to solar water pumps, consider the following statements:

1. Solar power can be used for running surface pumps and not for
submersible pumps.

2. Solar power can be used for running centrifugal pumps and not the
ones with piston.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(&) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)

Explanation:
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Q They can be used to run them all. The most common pump
mechanics in  Solar power pumps used are centrifugal pumps,
multistage pumps, borehole pumps, and helical pumps.

9. Consider the following statements:

1. I ndi ads foreign exchange reserves as on 1
20 months of imports.

2. India was never in the top five position of largest foreign exchange
reserves holder in the world.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)
Explanation:
Q S1:In 2021, Indiawas the fourth largest foreign exchange
reserves holder in the world after China, Japan, and Switzerland. link
Q S2:"Reserves (both spot and forwards) are now equivalent to 10.4
months of import cover , compared with about 8.9% in Oct 2022."
link
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/rbis -gold -reserves/

10. If the RBI decide s to adopt an expansionist monetary policy, which of the
following it would NOT do?
1. Cut and optimize the statutory liquidity ratio
2. Increase the Marginal Standing Facility Rate
3. Cut the Bank Rate and Repo Rate
Select the correct answer using the code given b elow:

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q A lower SLR gives banks more room to | end
answer.

Q MSF rate which is slightly higher than the repo rate is a borrowing
window for the banks. A higher MSF discourages borrowing, so S2 is
incorrect. RBI wonodot take this stance.

Q S3is common knowledge.

11. Consider the following statements:

1. Interms of short term credit delivery to the agriculture sector, District
Central Cooperative Banks(DCCBSs) deliver more credit in comparison
to Scheduled Commercial Banks and Regional Rural Banks.

2. One of the most important functions of DCCBs is to provide funds to
the Primary Agricultural Credit Societies.

Which of the statements is/are correct ?
|
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(&) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q S1:ltisincorrect. Scheduled commercial banks contributed the major
share (78 0 80 per cent) in agricultural and allied credit. Co -operative
institutions also play a significant role in extending agricultural credit
and the sh are of all co -operative banks/institutions (i.e. StCBs,

DCCBs and PACS put together) constituted 15 -16 per cent. The RRBs
contributed the remaining 5 per cent of the agricultural credit.

Q Refer to the pie chart below from
https://www.rbi.org.in/Scripts/Publ icationReportDetails.aspx?UrlPag
e=&|D=942#CP12

Q S2:ltis correct. See
http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/36583/12/12 ¢
hapter4.pdf

Q Details: The co -operative banking sector thrives either as three -tier or
two -tier structure. The three  -tier str ucture includes StCB, DCCB and
PACS, whereas in two -tier structure only StCB and PACS are present.

In the three -tier structure, the lower level tiers, i.e. DCCB and PACS
extend credit to individual borrowers using their own funds/deposits

and claim refinan ce from the upper tier, i.e. PACS from DCCB/StCB
and DCCB from StCB. In the two  -tier structure, PACS provide credit
to individual borrowers and claim refinance from StCB. In some

cases, the StCBs also extend credit to the individuals through its
branches a cross the state.

Q https://www.rbi.org.in/Scripts/PublicationReportDetails.aspx?UrlPag
e=&ID=942#CP12

12. Consider the following statements regarding the landlord port model.

1. Inthe landlord port model, the publicly governed port authority acts
as a regulatory bo dy that carries out port operations fi mainly cargo
handling activities.

2. Here, the port authority maintains ownership of the port.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(&) 1 Only

(b) 2 Only

(c) Both1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Inthe landlord port model, the publicly governed port authority acts
as a regulatory body and as landlord while private companies carry

~

out port operations fi mainly cargo -handling activities.
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Q Here, the port authority maintains ownership of the port while the
infra structure is leased to private firms that provide and maintain
their own superstructure and install their own equipment to handle
cargo.

Q Inreturn, the landlord port gets a share of the revenue from the
private entity.

Q The role of the landlord port authori ty would be to carry out all public
sector services and operations such as the award of bids for cargo
terminals and dredging

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia. com/2023/05/11/land -port -authority -of-
india -Ipai/
13. Consider the following statements about the Land Ports Authority of India
(LPAI):

1. It is a statutory body established under the Land Ports Authority of
India Act, 2010.
2. It works under the aegis of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The Land Ports Authority of India is a statutory body established
under the Land Ports Authority of India Act, 2010 to provide safe,
secure and systematic facilities for the movement of cargo as well
passengers at its Integrated Check Posts (ICPs) along the international
borders of India.
Q Under: Ministry of Home Affairs
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/11/land -port -authority -of-

india -Ipai/

14. With reference to London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR), consider the
following statements:
1. Itis a benchmark interest rate at which major global banks lend to
one another in the international interbank mar ket for short -term
loans.
2. It serves short -term loans with maturities from Overnight to 1 year.
3. Itis administered by the Bank for International Settlements (BIS).
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2and 3
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Whatis LIBOR?
-
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It is a benchmark interest rate at which major global banks
lend to one another in the international interbank market for
short -term loans.
It serves short -term loans with maturities from Overnight to 1
year.
It also acts as a basis for Corporate and Government Bonds,
mortgages, student loans, credit cards, derivatives, and other
Financial Products.
Q How does LIBOR work?
" Administered by ICE Benchmark Administration (IBA),
regul ated by t he tdkcdAuthdrity (F@A).c i al Co
It is based on five currencies, including the U.S. dollar, the
euro, the British pound, the Japanese yen, and the Swiss
franc, and serves 7 different maturity periods.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/13/libor/

15. Which of the following is  NOT a benefit of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI1)?
(a) Increased efficiency and productivity
(b) Improved access to information and service S
(c) Reduced costs
(d) Increased security and privacy
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q The correct answer is (D). DPI can increase efficiency and
productivity, improve access to information and services, and reduce
costs. However, it can also pose security and privacy risks. It is
important to carefully consider the risks and benefits of DPI before
implementing it.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/16/digi tal -public -
infrastructure _-dpi/

16.Whi ch of the following statements i
Processing Accel erat ePACELOr por ate EX
1. It operates through the Registrar of Companies (RoC).
2. ltaimsto process and dispose of applications for the removal of
company names from the records under the Companies Act, 2013.
3. Itimproves the Ease of Doing Business in India.
Select the correct answer using the code below:

s/ are corl
ito (C

(@) 1and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d1,2and3
Ans: (d)

Explanation:About C -PACE
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Q C-PACE (founded: March 2023; HQ: at the office of Indian Institute of
Corporate Affairs (IICA) in Gurgaon) aims to ensure a clean
registry, provides hassle -free filing and timely, process -bound
striking off of compa ny names from the Register.

Q C-PACE operates through the Registrar of Companies (RoC) and is

part of MCA®O6s efforts to improve the Ease
facilitate company exits.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/16/centre -for -processing -

accelerated -corporate -exit -c-pace/

17. The d ebt ceiling is a legislative limit on the amount of national debt that can
be incurred by the U.S. Treasury. Which of the following is a potential
consequence of the government hitting the debt ceiling?

(a) The government will be unable to pay its bills.

(b) The government will have to default on its debt.

(c) The government will have to raise taxes.

(d) The government will have to cut spending.
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The correct answer is (A). When the government hits the debt ceiling,
it is unable to borrow any more money to pay its bills. This can lead
to a government shutdown, which means that many government
services will be closed. It can also lead to a default on the national
debt, which would have a significant impact on the economy.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/19/us -debt -ceiling -deal/

18. A company is selling its product at a loss in order to drive its competitors
out of business. This is an example of:
(a) Dumping
(b) Predatory pricing
(c) Price discrimination
(d) Tying
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q The scenario you described is an example of predatory pricing.
Predatory pricing occurs when a company intentionally sets its prices
below cost or at an  unsustainable level in order to undercut
competitors and drive them out of the market. By selling at a loss for
a period of time, the predatory company aims to weaken or eliminate
competition and gain a dominant position in the market. Once
competitors are forced out, the predatory company may then raise
prices to recoup its losses or to exploit its newfound market power.

Predatory pricing is generally considered anti -competitive and may be
subject to legal scrutiny in many jurisdictions.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/19/minimum -import -price -for -
apples/
19. Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of predatory pricing?

(a) The prices are set below the cost of production.
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(b) The prices are set for an extended period of time.
(c) The prices are set to drive competitors out of business.
(d) The prices are set to increase profits.

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q The answer is (D). Predatory pricing is a pricing strategy that is used

to drive competitors out of business, not to increase profits. By setting

prices below the cost of production, a company can force its

competitors to either match the prices and lose money, or raise their

prices and lose market share. Once the competitors have been driven

out of business, the company can then raise prices and increase

profits.
Refer: https://www.insightson india.com/2023/05/19/minimum -import _-price -for-
apples/

20. Which of the following is not a characteristic of legal tender currency?
(a) Itis a form of money that is recognized by law.
(b) It must be accepted as payment for debts.
(c) Itis backed by gold or silver.
(d) Itis issued by the government.
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q The correct answer is (C). Legal tender currency is not backed by gold
or silver. It is simply a form of money that is recognized by law and
must be accepted as payment for debts. The government issues legal
tender currency in order to provide a stable and reliable form of
money for its citizens.
Refer: https://www _.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/20/why -has-the -rbi -withdrawn -
rs-2000 -notes/

21. Which one of the following statements correctly describes the meaning of
legal tender
22. money?
(a) The money which is tendered in courts of law to defray the fee of legal
cases
(b) The money which a creditor is under compulsion to accept in
settlement of his claim
(c) The bank money in the form of cheques, drafts, bills of exchange, etc
(d) The metallic money in circulation in a country
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Legal tender is any official medium of payment recognized by law that
can be used to extinguish a public or private de bt, or meet a financial
obligation. The national currency is legal tender in practically every
country. A creditor is obligated to accept legal tender toward
repayment of a debt.

Q Option C: Checques are not legal tenders since they can be refused as
a mode of payment settlement by a party
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/20/why -has -the -rbi -withdrawn -
rs-2000 -notes/

23. Consider the following statements:
1. Ukraine and Russia account for 60% of the

production

2. China is the largest importer of Sunflower oil and sunflower seeds in
the World.

3. Sunflower oil is the fourth most consumed edible oil in India,

following mustard, soybean, and palm oil.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(¢c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Ukraine (the highest producer) and Russia account for 60% of the
worl dods s alprbduciome r

Q Other top producers of sunflower oil globally include Ukraine, Russia,
Argentina, Romania, and Bulgaria

Q Sunflower oil is the fourth most consumed edible oil in India,
following mustard, soybean, and palm oil.

Q India imports most of its Sunfl ower oil and sunflower seeds from
Ukraine, Russia and Argentina and is the largest importer of
Sunflower oil and sunflower seeds in the World.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023/05/22/sunflower -oil/

24. Consider the following statements about Open Network for Digital
Commerce:
1. The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) established this
platform as a governmente -commerce system.
2. It serv es as a mediator between consumers, technology platforms, and
retailers rather than acting as an application.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@ 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC), is a private non  -profit
Section 8 company established by the Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) of Government of India to develop
open e -commerce.

Q Itwas incorporated on 31 December 2022 with initial in vestment from
Quiality Council of India and Protean eGov Technologies Limited
(formerly NSDL e -Governance Infrastructure Limited).
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Q@ ONDC is not an application, an intermediary, or software , buta
set of specifications designed to foster open interchange and
connections between shoppers, technology platforms, and
retailers.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/23/open -network -for -digital -
commerce -ond c-2/

25. Consider the following statements.
1. The present GST structure has five tax rates.
2. The cess on demerit and luxury items vary upto 96% of the tax rate
applicable on those items.
3. Almost 50% of the consumption items incl uded in the consumer price
index are exempted from GST.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 2 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1and 2 only

(d) 1 and 3 only
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Itis very well acknowledged that the structure of GST requires
significant reforms. Notably, almost 50% of the consumption items
included in the consumer price index are in the exemption list;
broadening the base of the tax requires significant pruning of these
items.
Q The present structure is far too complicated with four main ra tes (5%,
12%, 18% and 28%). This is in addition to special rates on precious
andsemi-pr eci ous stones and metals and cess
luxury items at rates varying from 15% to 96% of the tax rate
applicable.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/25/gst -has-begun -to-show -
sustained -growth/

26. What is the concept of "Evergreening of loans" by banks?

(a) It refers to prov iding loans to environmentally friendly businesses.

(b) Itinvolves extending loan repayment terms to borrowers in times of
economic Crisis.

(c) It pertains to the practice of granting new loans to borrowers to repay
existing loans.

(d) It signifies the process of con  verting short -term loans into long -term
loans.

Ans: (c)

Explanation:
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Q Evergreening of loans refers to the practice employed by banks where
they grant new loans to borrowers in order to enable them to repay
their existing loans. It is often used as a strate gy to hide the true
nature of non -performing assets (NPAs) and avoid classifying them as
bad loans. By providing additional loans, banks can temporarily
maintain the appearance of healthy loan portfolios. However, this
practice can lead to a cycle of debt  for borrowers and can pose risks to
the financial health of the banking system.

Q Context: Recently, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor raised
red flags over banks adopting innovative methods for evergreening of
loans & covering up the real status of  stressed loans of corporates.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/31/evergreening -of-loans/

27. With reference difference between UPI and lightweight system, consider the
following statements:

1. Statement I: The key difference lies in the resilience and availability of
the two systems.

2. Statement Il:UPI and other conventional systems prioritize handling
large transact ion volumes and require a stable and robust
infrastructure.

3. Statement I11:0n the other hand, the lightweight system is designed to
operate even in volatile and extreme conditions when regular payment
systems may not be accessible.

How many of the statement s given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) None
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Context: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has conceptualised a
lightweight payment and settlements system, which can be operated
from anywhere by a bare minimum staff in e xigencies such as natural
calamities or war.

Q The infrastructure for this system will be independent of the
technologies that underlie the existing systems of payments such as
UPI, NEFT, and RTGS.

Q Difference between UPI and lightweight system:

" The key diffe rence lies in the resilience and availability of the
two systems.
UPI and other conventional systems prioritize handling large
transaction volumes and require a stable and robust
infrastructure.
On the other hand, the lightweight system is designed to
oper ate even in volatile and extreme conditions when regular
payment systems may not be accessible.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/31/lightweight -payments -

system/
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ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT

1. Consider the following statements about the lesser flamingo:
1. Itis the smallest flamingo in the world.
2. ltis listed as Endangered in the IUCN red list.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Thelesser flamingo is the smallest species of flamingo, though it is a
tall and large bird by most standards, with pale pink colour and deep
red legs and bills. Their colour comes from the carotenoid pigments
they consume as part of their diet.
Q Conservation Status IUCN: Near Threatened; CITES: Appendix Il
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/01/lesser -flamingos/

2. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?
1. Periyar Tiger Reserve: Tamil Nadu
2. Satpura Tiger Reserve: Odisha
3. Bandipur Tiger Reserve: Karnataka
Select the correct answer using the code below:

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans; (c)

Explanation:

Q Periyar Tiger Reserve (TR), Kerala is the best  -maintained of all TRs
followed by Satpura TR (Madhya Pradesh), Bandipur and Nagarhole

(Karnataka)
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/02/periyar -tiger -reserve -ptr/
3. Which of the following statements are correcH
hydrate?
1. Global warming might trigger th e release of methane gas from these
deposits.

2 Large deposits of Omethane hydrated are f
under the seafloor.
3. Methane in the atmosphere oxidizes to carbon dioxide after a decade
or two.
Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (d)
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Explanation:

Q Justification: S1 and S2: Large but poorly known amounts of methane
are trapped in the sediments beneath the sea floor (in Tundra region
and elsewhere), frozen into a form of water ice called methane
hydrate.

Q Atlow temperatures the methane hydrates on the sea floor are stable,
but if the water and the sea floor become warmer, then the hydrates
can break down. Because microorganisms then oxidize the resulting
methane gas to fo rm the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide (CO2),
methane hydrates have recently become a topic of intense discussion
within the context of climate change. See
https://worldoceanreview.com/en/wor -1/energy/methane -hydrates/

Q S3: Methane is relatively short  -lived in the atmosphere; a molecule of
methane is oxidized to water and carbon dioxide within a decade or
so, mainly by reaction with another trace gas, the hydroxyl radical
OH-. Thus, unlike the case of carbon dioxide (which stays in the
atmosphere longer than  methane), a concerted effort to reduce
methane emissions would have almost immediate results in terms of
reduction of greenhouse effect. See
http://earthguide.ucsd.edu/virtualmuseum/climatechange1/03_3.sh
tml

4. Consider the following statements.

1. The relocat ion of Cheetahs from Namibia to India was the first in the
world where a large carnivore was relocated from one continent to
another.

2. The conservation of the cheetah will revive grassland -forests and its
biome and habitat.

3. Shergarh Wildlife Sanctuary, whic ~ h was previously assessed for the
translocation of the Asiatic Lion, is located in Madhya Pradesh.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only

(b) 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
Q This is the first time in the world that a large carnivore was relocated
from one continent to another.
Q The conservation of the cheetah will revive grassland -forests and its
biome and habitat, much like Project Tiger has done for forests and
all the species found in these forests. Project Tiger has also resulted

in the conservation of 250 water bodies f
Reserves. The Cheetah Project is likely to have a similar impact.
Q Shergarh Wildlife Sanctuary is located in Rajasthan.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/03/wildlife -translocation -
programmes/
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5. Consider the following statements.
1. The Asiatic cheetah was declared extinct in India and isa c ritically
endangered species surviving only in Iraqg.
2. Guru Ghasidas National Park is located in Chhattisgarh.
3. Kuno National Park is the planned location in India for the
reintroduction of African cheetahs.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(& 1and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(¢c) 1and 3 only

(d1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q India and Namibia signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to

reintroduce the African cheetah in India. The agreement will prepare

the ground for the relocation of the first batch of cheetahs from

Nami bia to Madhya Pradeshods Kuno National
Q The Asiatic cheetah was declared extinct in India in 1952 and is a

critically endangered species surviving only in Iran. In 1947, there

were confirmed records of the cheetahds p

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/03/wildlife -translocation -
programmes/
6. Campbell Bay National park is situated in
(a) Kerala

(b) West Bengal

(c) Tamil Nadu

(d) None of the above
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Campbell Bay National Park is a national park in India, located on the
island of Great Nicobar, the largest of the Nicobar Islands in the
eastern Indian Ocean some 190 km to the nort h of Sumatra.
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Sowurce: Holistic Development of
Great Nicobar Island at Andaman &
Nicobar Istands’:
Pre-feasibility report
March 2021)

Township
. and Area
{ Development

7

International
Airport

International

Container

Transshipment
Terminal

Bay
Q Indira Point
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/03/great -nicobar -island -gni-
project/
7. Among the following Tiger ~ Reserves, which one has the largest area under
oCritical Tiger Habitato ?
(a) Corbett
(b) Ranthambore
(c) Nagarjunasagar - Srisailam
(d) Sunderbans
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
Q ltis the largest tiger reserve forest in India and a critical tiger habitat.
See
https://etelangana.org/uploads/ebooks/ Telangana Article 2014 -

04-02 051708/2014 -04-08 065702 Chenchu Tiger reserve.pdf
8. Consider the following statements about Leopard:
1. Itis a nocturnal animal.
2. ltis listed as 'Vulnerable' on the IUCN Red List.
Which of the s tatements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)
-
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Explanation:

Q Itis a nocturnal animal (hunts by night). Melanism is a common
occurrence in leopards, wherein the entire skin of the animal is black
in colour, including its spots. A melanistic leopard is often called
black panther or jaguar, and mistakenly thought to be a different
species.
Q Conservation Status: [IUCN Red List: Vulnerable. CITES: Appendix -1.
Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule -1.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/04/international -leopard -day -
2023/

9. Consider the following statements regarding Centr al Asian Flyway (CAF).

1. The Central Asian Flyway (CAF) covers a large continental area of
Eurasia between the Arctic and Indian Oceans and the associated
island chains.

2. The Central Asian Waterbirds Flyway Action Plan promotes the
conservation of migratory w  aterbirds and their habitats.

3. Rann of Kutch and Marine National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary are
the major sites for migratory waterbirds.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explana tion:

Q The Central Asian Flyway (CAF) is a flyway covering a large
continental area of Eurasia between the Arctic

Q Ocean and the Indian Ocean and the associated island chains.

Q The CAF comprises several important migration routes of waterbirds,
most of which extend from the northernmost breeding grounds in
Siberia to the southernmost non  -breeding wintering grounds in West
Asia, India, the Maldives and the British Indian Ocean Territory.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/09/central -asian -flyway -caf/

10. Consider the following statements regarding Convention on the Conservation
of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS):
1. Itis also known as the Washington Convention.
2. It was signed under the auspices of the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
3. ltis the only global convention focused on the conservat ion of
migratory species, their habitats and their migration routes.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

w
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Explanation:

Q S1: The Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild
Animals, also known as the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) or
the Bonn Convention, is an international agreement that aims to
conserve migratory species throughout their ranges.

Q S2: The Agreement was signed under the auspices of the United
Nations Env ironment Programme and is concerned with conservation
of wildlife and habitats on a global scale.

Q S3: The CMS is the only global, and United Nations -based,
intergovernmental organization established exclusively for the
conservation and management of terres  trial, aquatic and avian
migratory species.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/09/central -asian -flyway -caf/

11. With reference to the International Union for Conservation of Nature and
Natural Resources (IUCN) and the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), which of the following
statements is/are correct?

1. IUCNisanorgan of the United Nations and CITES is an international
agreement between governments
2. IUCN runs thousands of field projects around the world to better
manage natural environments.
3. CITES is legally binding on the States that have joined it, but this
Convention does not take the place of national laws.
Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 2 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q IUCN is a voluntary organization, not an agency of United Nations.
Even if you knew this much , you could eliminate all other options to
select B. Some facts about IUCN:
Q Founded in 1948 as the worldds first gl ob
organisation
Q Today the largest professional global conservation network
Q A leading authority on the environment and sustain able development
Q More than 1,200 member organizations including 200+ government
and 900+ non -government organizations
Q A neutral forum for governments, NGOs, scientists, business and
local communities to find practical solutions to conservation and
developm ent challenges
Q Thousands of field projects and activities around the world
Q CITES was drafted as a result of a resolution adopted in 1963 at a
meeting of members of the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN). States (countries) adhere volunta rily to the agreement.
Q States that have agreed to be bound by th
CITES) are known as Parties.
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Q Although CITES is legally binding on the Parties d in other words they
have to implement the Convention d it does not take the place of
national laws. Rather it provides a framework to be respected by each
Party, which has to adopt its own domestic legislation to ensure that
CITES is implemented at the national level.
122Whi ch one of the following statementssof best
Carbond?
It is a measure, in monetary value, of the

(a) long -term damage done by a tonne of CO2 emissions in a given year.
(b) requirement of fossil fuels for a country to provide goods and services
to its citizens, based on the burning of those fuels.
(c) efforts put in by a climate refugee to adapt to live in a new place.
(d) contribution of an individual person to the carbon footprint on the
planet Earth.
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The social cost of carbon (SCC) is the marginal cost of the impacts
caused by emitting o ne extra tonne of greenhouse gas (carbon dioxide

equivalent) at any poi nt-mamkteitrde ,i mpraclt s io

the environment and human health. The purpose of putting a price on
a ton of emitted CO2 is to aid policymakers or other legislators in
evaluating whether a policy designed to curb climate change is
justified.
13. With reference to pulse production in India ,consider the following
statements:
1. Black gram can be cultivated as both Kharif and rabi crop.
2. Green-gram alone accounts for nearly halfo  f pulse production.
3. Inthe last three decades, while the production of kharif pulses has
increased, the production of rabi pulses has decreased.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 2 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q S1: Thisis correct, pulses are grown in all three seasons 0 kharif, rabi
and zaid.

Q S2:Incorrect. Gram is the most dominant pulse but only with a share
of around 40 per cent in the total production followed by Tur/Arhar at
15 to 20 per cent a nd Urad/Black Matpe and Moong at around 8 -10
per cent each.

Q S3: Reverseistrue, see Table 1.1 here
http://dpd.gov.in/Reterospects%20and%20Prospects%202017.pdf
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Q Indiais the largest producer (25% of global production), consumer
(27% of world consumption) an  d importer (14%) of pulses in the
world. Pulses account for around 20 per cent of the area under
foodgrains and contribute around 7 -10 per cent of the total foodgrains
production in the country. Though pulses are grown in both Kharif
and Rabi seasons, Rabi pulses contribute more than 60 per cent of
the total production.
Q Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and
Karnataka are the top five pulses producing States. Productivity of
pulses is 764 kg/ha. See https://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/crop -
production/package -of-practices/pulses/pulses  -in-india
Q http://dpd.gov.in/Technical%20Paper%200n%20Pulses%20JNKVV.p
df
14.The O6Harit dmeeg-a202Gud diess associated with
(a) Dam Safety
(b) Riverside Afforestation
(c) Green Port
(d) Coastal Economic Zones

Ans: (c)
Explanation:
Q Context: The Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways has launched
the 6Harit Sagar & Gr een PorlargerG@isiandfel i nes t
achieving the Zero Carbon Emission Goal.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/11/harit -sagar-green-port -
quidelines/
15. Consider the following statements about National Policy on Biofuels 02018

1. The Policy expands the scope of raw material for ethanol production.
2. The Policy allows use of surplus food grains for production of ethanol
with the approval of G ram Sabha.
3. The Policy encourages setting up of supply chain mechanisms for
biodiesel production.
4. The policy encourages import of third Generation (3G) biofuels.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(2) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 2,3 and 4 only
(d) 1,2 an d 3 only

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The Policy categorises biofuels as o0Basic
Generation (1G) bioethanol & biodi esel an

Second Generation (2G) ethanol, Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) to

drop -in fuels, Third Generation (3  G) biofuels, bio -CNG etc. to enable
extension of appropriate financial and fiscal incentives under each
category.
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Q The Policy expands the scope of raw material for ethanol production
by allowing use of Sugarcane Juice, Sugar containing materials like
Sugar Beet, Sweet Sorghum, Starch containing materials like Corn,
Cassava, Damaged food grains like wheat, broken rice, Rotten
Potatoes, unfit for human consumption for ethanol production.

Q Farmers are at a risk of not getting appropriate price for their produce
during the surplus production phase. Taking this into account, the
Policy allows use of surplus food grains for production of ethanol for
blending with petrol with the approval of National Biofuel
Coordination Committee.

Q The Policy encourages setting up of supply chain mechanisms for
biodiesel production from non  -edible oilseeds, Used Cooking Oil, short
gestation crops.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/1 1/ethanol -blending/

16. Consider the following statements regarding difference between Wild life
sanctuary and National Park (NP).
1. Certain activities like grazing of livestock are regulated in sanctuaries
and are prohibite d in National Parks.
2. National parks can be created for a particular species whereas the
Wildlife sanctuary is not primarily focused on a particular species.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)

Explanation: Difference between the Wild life sanctuary and National Park
(NP)

Q National Parks enjoy a greater degree of protection than sanctuaries.
Q Certain activities which are regulated in sanctuaries, such as grazing
of livestock, are prohibited in Natio nal Parks.
Q Wildlife sanctuary can be created for a particular species (for e.g.
grizzled giant squirrel w.l.s in srivalliputhur) whereas the national
park is not primarily focused on a particular species.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/12/ranthambore -tiger -reserve -
rtr/

177Wi th reference to Indiads Desert Nati onal
statements are correct?
1. Itis spread over two districts.
2. There is no human habitation inside the Park.
3. Itis one of the natural habitats of the Great Indian Bustard.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2and 3
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Ans: (c)
Explanation:

Q S1: Situated in Jaisalmer and Barmer districts of Indian state
Rajasthan.

Q S2: This is clearly incorrect. A national park can have human
habitation.

Q S3: This is common knowledge.

18. Which of the following characteristics is/are correct abou t the baobab trees?

1. They are large, deciduous trees.

2. They have a distinctive bottle  -shaped trunk.

3. They can store large amounts of water.

4. They are native to Africa, Madagascar, and Australia.

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1,2and 3 only
(b) 3 and 4 only
(c) 1 and 4 only
(d) All of the above

Ans: (a)
Explanation:
Q Baobab trees are deciduous trees found in mainland Africa,
Madagascar, and Australia. They have barrel -like trunks (5 to 20m in
height), can live up to 2,000 years, and are known for the ir

extraordinary longevity.
Q The correct answer is (2). Baobab trees are native to Africa and
Madagascar. They are not native to Australia.

Yinp

o T

Q Beamn, : ¥
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/20 23/05/16/baocbab -trees/

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslAStips 27
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/16/baobab-trees/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (May- 2023) "’

199Wi th reference to Of uel -rich&élénd dxygenrarewsed ch hydr «
to generate electricity, consider the following statements :
1. If pure hydrogen is used as a fuel, the fuel cell emits h eat and water
as by -products.
2. Fuel cells can be used for powering buildings and not for small
devices like laptop computers.
3. Fuel cells produce electricity in the form of Alternating Current (AC).
Which of the statements given above is / are correct?

(@ 1only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(¢c) 1and 2 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The purpose of a fuel cell is to produce an electrical current that can
be directed outside the cell to do work, such as powering an electric
motor or illuminating a light bulb or a city.

Q One great appeal of fuel cells is that they generate electricity with very
little pollution dmuch of the hydrogen and oxygen used in generating
electricity ultimately combines to form a harmless byproduct, namely
water alongwith releasing heat.

Q Asingle fuel ce Il generates a tiny amount of direct current (DC)
electricity. In practice, many fuel cells are usually assembled into a

stack.
Q If alternating current (AC) is needed, the DC output of the fuel cell
must be routed through a conversion device called an inver ter.
Q Source: http://americanhistory.si.edu/fuelcells/basics.htm
Q http://auto.howstuffworks.com/fuel -efficiency/alternative  -fuels/fuel -
celll.htm
200Consider the following statements regarding

Environment):
1. Green Climate Fund conceptualized the idea of Mission LiFE.
2. Itaims to promote an environmentally conscious lifestyle.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

() 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment) (launched in Oct 2022) is a
global movement initiated by India to promote an environmentally
conscious lifestyle.

Q It aims to replace mindless consumption with mindful utilization and
encourages individuals and communities to undertake climate -
friendly actions in their daily lives.

Q NITI Aayog conceptualized the idea of Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for
Environment).

|
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/16/meri -life -mera -swachh -
shehar/

21. Consider the followin g statements:

1. Under the terms of the 1986 Environment (Protection) Act, the Central
Ground Water Board (CGWB) was established.

2. The CGWB is responsible for coordinating with states for the
implementation of schemes for the conservation and utilization of
water resources.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) 8 a subsidiary body of the
Jal Shakti Ministry.

Q Central Ground Water  Authority has been constituted under Section
3 (3) of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 to regulate and control
development and management of groundwater resources in the
country.

Q The Central Water Commission (CWC) is responsible for
coordinating wi th states for the implementation of schemes for the
conservation and utilisation of water resources.

Q The Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) is responsible for
assessment of ground water resources and implementation of policies
for its sustainable manageme  nt.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/16/groundwater -exploitation -
and -sinking -land/

22. Consider the follow ing statements about United Nations Forum on Forests
(UNFF18):
1. It was established by the United Nations Environment Programme.
2. The eighteenth session of the United Nations Forum on Forests
(UNFF18) was held in New Delhi.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF):
Q The UN Economic and Social Council established it in 2000.
Q Objective: To promote the management, conservation and sustainable
developm ent of all types of forests and to strengthen long -term
political commitment to this end.
Q Key highlights:
- - -]
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Practice Sustainable Forest Management (SFM) in Tropical
Regions
India: It presented a case of a UNFF country -led initiative on
long-term SFM and expressed concerns regarding wildfires and
the limitations of current forest certification schemes.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/17/unff18/

23.060Bi oCarbon Fund Initiative for Sustainabl e F
the
(a) Asian Development Bank
(b) International Monetary Fund
(c) United Nations Environment Programme
(d) World Bank
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q The BioCarbon Fund Initiative for Sustainable Fo rest Landscapes
(ISFL) is a multilateral fund, supported by donor governments and
managed by the World Bank. It seeks to promote reduced greenhouse
gas emissions from the land sector, from deforestation and forest
degradation in developing countries (REDD+ ), and from sustainable

agriculture, as well as smarter land -use planning, policies and
practices.
Q Sources: http://viscop.vermontlaw.edu/2013/11/20/the -biocarbon -

fund -initiative -for-sustainable -forest -landscapes -a-bold -step -forward/
Q http://biocarbonfund -isfl.org/about -us
24,0 Meri Li FEO (My Life) mobile application is |
(a) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
(b) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(c) Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
(d) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Context: The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MOEF&CC) | aunched the o0Meri Li FE6O ( My Li
empower youth and encourage their participation in addressing
climate change.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/18/meri -lifes -app/
25. In which of the following states is Bura Chapori Wildlife Sanctuary located?
(a) Assam
(b) Odisha

(c) West Bengal
(d) Rajasthan
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Bura Chapori Wildlife Sanctuary is a protected area in Assam, on the
south bank of the Brahmaputra River in Sonitpur district.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/18/bura -chapori -wildlife -

sanctuary/
e
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26. Consider the following statements regarding Greater one -horned rhinoceros.
1. Greater one -horned rhinoceros is native to the Indian subcontinent.
2. Kaziranga National Park has the highest density of Greater one -
horned rhinos in the world.
3. ltis listed as Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

(a) 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d land2on ly
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Greater one -horned rhinoceros, is a rhinoceros species native to the
Indian subcontinent. It is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List.
Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary in Assam has the highest density of
Indian rhinos in the world.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/18/bura -chapori -wildlife -
sanctuary/

27. Consider the following statements with ref erence to Kaziranga National Park
and Tiger Reserve:
1.1t is the home of t-Homedvwimosl dds most one
2. ltis home to the highest density of tigers in Assam.
3. ltis recognized as an Important Bird Area by the International Union
for Conservation of Natur e (IUCN).
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(d) 1and 2 only

(b) 1 only

(c) 2and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q S1: The sanctuary, whichhoststwo -t hi rds of the worl dés
horned rhinoceroses, is a World Heritage Site.
Q S2:itis home to the highest density of tigers among protected areas
in the world and was declared a Tiger Reserve in 2006 (now the
highest tiger density is in Orang National Park, Assam). Also read
Q S3:lItisrecognized as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife
Interna tional.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/18/bura -chapori -wildlife -
sanctuary/

28. Consider the following statements:
As per the Wildlife protection Act, 1972,

1. over miné means any wild animal specified
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2. persons having ownership certificate in respect of Schedule | and Part
Il of Schedule Il animals can sell or gift such articles.
Which of the give n above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanations:

Q S1: The Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 does not define the term
overmindéd. However, its Schedule V contain
0 v e r niriclading rats, crows and foxes.

Q Section 62 of the Act empowers the Centre to declare wild animals of
any species as O6vermind in any area and f
These animals are deemed to be included in Schedule V, opening
them up to be hunte d.

Q S2: Ownership (Section 40 & 42) of WPA 1972:

Q Ownership will be not transferred to another party also regarding
issues to trade licence. The certificate of ownership will be provided by
the chief wild life warden.

Q At present, persons having ownership cer tificate in respect of
Schedule | and Part 1l of Schedule Il animals, can sell or gift such
articles. This has been amended with a view to curb illegal trade, and
thus no person can now acquire Schedule | or Part Il of Schedule I
animals, articles or trop  hies except by way of inheritance (except live
elephants).

Refer: http://www.wiienvis.nic.in/Database/ScheduleSpeciesDatabase 7969.aspx

29. Consider the following statements regarding Jim Corbett National Park.
1. Jim Corbett National Park was the first to come under the Project
Tiger Initiative.

2. Jim Corbett National Park is a national park and tiger reserve t hat
completely encompasses the Shivaliks, near the foothills of the
Himalayas.

3. Jim Corbett Tiger Reserve (CTR) has the highest tiger density in the
wild in India.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 1 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Jim Corbett National Park is a national park in India located in the
Nainital district of Uttarakhand state. The first national park in India,
it was established in 1936 during the British Raj. The park was the
first to come under the  Project Tiger initiative.
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Q Corbett Tiger Reserve (CTR) has reported the highest tiger density
among Indiads tiger reserves.

Q Rajaji National Park is an Indian national park and tiger reserve that
encompasses the Shivaliks, near the foothills of the Himalaya S.

Refer: https://www.corbettnationalpark.in/

30.

According to the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, which of the following
animals cannot be hunted by any person except un der some provisions
provided by law?

1. Gharial

2. Indian wild ass

3. Wild buffalo
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q All of these are protected scheduled animals under the Wildlife Act.
Q http://envfor.nic.in/legis/wildlife/wildlife2s1.pdf

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/19/gharials/

31.

Refer:

32.

If you want to see ghar ials in their natural habitat, which one of the
following is the best place to visit?

(a) Bhitarkanika Mangroves

(b) Chambal River

(c) Pulicat Lake

(d) Deepor Beel
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Option A: Gharials inhabit deep freshwater habitats, not both
freshwater and saltwate r habitats as inhabited by crocodile species.
So, Ais ruled out. Option A is the home of saltwater crocodile.

Q Option B: Gharials can be naturally found in National Chambal
Gharial Wildlife Sanctuary.

Q The gharial is one of three crocodilians native to Indi a, the other two
being the mugger crocodile and the saltwater crocodile.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/19/gharials/

Consider the foll owing statement about the chir pine:
1. Itis native to the Himalayan region.
2. It does not allow any vegetation to grow around it by making soil more
acidic through its fallen needles.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(&) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1l and?2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

w
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Ans: (c)
Explanation: About the chir pine:

Q Itis a species of pine tree that is native to the Himalayan region. It is
a fast -growing evergreen tree and forms dense forests in the sub -
tropical and temperate regions of Uttarakhand.
Q Owing to its shallow roots it is attributed to soil erosion, particularly
in the Himalayas. It does not allow any vegetation to grow around it
by making soil more acidic through its fallen needles.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/19/combating -forest -fires -in -
uttarakhand/
33. Which of the following statements accurately describes cold -blooded
animals?

(a) They can regulate their body temperature internally.
(b) Their body temperature fluctuates with the external environment.
(c) They primarily inhabit cold climates.
(d) They have a higher metabolic rate compared to warm -blooded
animals.
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q The correct answer is B)  Their body temperature fluctuates with the
external environment. Cold  -blooded animals, such as reptiles,
amphibians, and most fish, do not have the ability to regulate their
internal body temperature. Instead, they rely on external heat
sources, such as su nlight or warm surfaces, to raise their body
temperature. Conversely, they seek cooler environments to lower their
body temperature. This reliance on external heat sources leads to
fluctuations in their body temperature based on the surrounding
environment .

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/22/cold -blooded -animals

34. Consider the following statements regarding Methane Emissions.
1. Methane is more potent than carbon dioxide in terms of its global
warming capacity.
2. Majority of the methane emitted is from natural sources.
3. Livestock farming, rice agriculture and biomass burning emits
methane.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(&) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 3only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Explanation:
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Q Methane, a greenhouse gas, is 80 times more potent than carbon
dioxide in terms of its global warming capacity. Approximately 40% of
methane emitted is from natural sources and about 60% come s from
human -influenced sources, including livestock farming, rice
agriculture, biomass burning and so forth.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/22/methane -mitigation -

policies/

35. Consider the following statements.

1. The Global Warming Potential (GWP) of gasses is a metric that helps
measure the radiative effect of each unit of gas over a specific period
of time.

2. Emissions from livestock mainly include carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide
and methane.

3. Gasses such as nitrous oxide and methane absorb less energy than
carbon dioxide but stay in the atmosphere for a longer duration.

Which of the above statements is/are correc t?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Emissions from livestock mainly include carbon dioxide (from urea),
nitrous oxide (from livestock dung and urine), and methane (from
belching) among others. They contribute towards the greenhouse
effect as due to these gases, heat gets trapped around the surface of
the earth and causes global warming.

Q According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
the Global Warming Potential (GWP) of gases is a metric that helps

measure oOthe radiative effect (determined

energy) of each wunit of gasoO6 over a

years, oOas expressed relative to the

Q Through GWP, we know gases such as nitrous oxide and methane

produce more heat around the earthos

CO2, which is taken as a reference. It absorbs more energy than CO2
but stays in the atmosphere for a shorter duration. Over a 20 -year-
period, it has 80 times more GWP th  an that carbon dioxide, according
to the UNEP website.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/22/methane -mitigation -

policies/

36. Consider the following statements in respect of Trade Related Analysis of
Fauna and Flora in Commerce (TRAFFIC):
1. TRAFFIC is a bureau under the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP).
2. The mission of TRAFFIC is to ensure that trade in wild plants and
animals is not a threat to the conservation of nature.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Expl anation: 0

Q Statement 1: It is a NGO, not a bureau under UNEP. So, 1 is wrong.
Q TRAFFICis governed by the TRAFFIC Committee, a steering group
composed of members of TRAFFI C8s partner

IUCN.

Q Statement 2: It is working globally on the Wildlife trade monitoring
network.

Q It specializes in investigating and analyzing wildlife t rade trends,

patterns, impacts and drivers to provide the leading knowledge base
on trade in wild animals and plants.

Q http://www.traffic.org/overview

37. What is a Climate Tip ping Point?

(a) A point at which the climate system changes rapidly and irreversibly.

(b) A point at which the climate system becomes more stable.

(c) A point at which the climate system becomes less stable.

(d) None of the above.

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q OTi ppiomgpt sd are thresholds where the eart
longer stabilize. Crossing these points becomes more dangerous with
increased warming.

Q For example, the melting of Greenland®ds i
where the ice loss accelerates, leading to a significant rise in sea
levels.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/23/tipping -points/

38. Which of the following is the  polluter pays principle?
(&) The polluter should pay for the damage caused by their pollution.
(b) The polluter should be held liable for the pollution they cause.
(c) The polluter should be responsible for the cleanup of their pollution.
(d) All of the above.
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q The polluter pays principle is a principle of environmental law that

holds the polluter responsible for the damage caused by their
pollution. This principle is based on the idea that the polluter should
bear the costs of their pollution, both in terms of the environmental
damage and the costs of cleanup. The polluter pays principle is a
fundamental principle of environmental law, and it is used in a variety
of contexts, including the regulation of air pollution, water pollution,
and hazardous was te.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/23/climate -reparations/

39.Consider the foll owing statemenegsttrabout Peopl

1. Itis prepared by forest guards in consultation with local communities.
-
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2.1t is aimed to document and preserve ndi
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
Q Context: The National Campaign for Updation and Verification of
Peopleds Biodiversity Register (PBR) was
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.
Q Ai m: I't i s aimed to document logiced preserve
diversity.
Q About PBR:
" The Peopleds Biodiversity Register ser

record of locally available Bio  -resources including the
landscape and demography of a particular area or village. It is
prepared by Biodiversity Management Committee s (under
Biodiversity Act 2002) in consultation with local communities.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/24/peoples -biodiversity -
register/
40. Consider the following statements about Kunming -Montreal Global

Biodiversity Framework (GBF):

1. Itisanon -binding international agreement that calls for urgent and
integrated action to address biodiversity considerations in all se ctors
of the global economy.

2. It was adopted during the 15th Conference of Parties (COP15) to the
UN Convention on Biological Diversity.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q About Kunming -Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF): Itis
a non -binding international agreement that calls for urgent and
integrated action to address biodiversity considerations in all sectors
of the global economy.

Q Atthe 15th Conf erence of Parties (COP15) to the UN Convention on
Bi ol ogi cal Di v e-Maniretl GlobalBiodiversity g
Frameworko6 (GBF) was adopted.

Refre: https://www.insightso nindia.com/2023/05/24/world -biodiversity -day-
2023/

41. Consider the following statements about Giant Leatherback turtle:
1. ltis the largest of the seven sea turtle species.
2. It is found in all oceans except the Arctic and th e Antarctic.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA 3


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/24/peoples-biodiversity-register/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/24/peoples-biodiversity-register/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/24/world-biodiversity-day-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/24/world-biodiversity-day-2023/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (May- 2023) "’

3. ltis listed as vulnerable on the IUCN Red List.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(¢c) 1 and 3 only

(d1,2and 3
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
Q The Giant Leatherback turtle (IUCN: Vulnerable) is the largest of the
seven sea turtle species. It has a leather  -like shell and is found in all

oceans except the Arctic and the Antarctic. In the Indian Ocean, it

nests only in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, and the Andaman and Nicobar

Islands. It is the only living species in its genus and family. The

Leatherback is unique among reptiles as it can generate heat to

mai ntain high body temperatures. |t is pr

Wildlife Protection Act. Female Leatherbacks nest in significant

numbers in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and then swim towards

Australiads western coast and the eastern
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/24/leatherback -turtles/

42. Due to some reasons, if there is a huge fall in the population of species of
butterflies, what could be its likely consequence/consequences?
1. Pollination of some plants could be adversely affected.
2. There could be a drastic increase in the fun gal infections of some
cultivated plants.
3. It could lead to a fall in the population of some species of wasps,
spiders and birds.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Statement 1: Bees and butterflies play a vital role in the pollination of
plants and the production of crops by transporting pollen grains from

one place to another.

Statement 2: This is an absurd statement.

Statement 3: These are some of the common predat ors of butterflies:
wasps, ants, parasitic flies, birds, snakes, toads, rats etc. The decline

in butterfly population would therefore adversely affect the food chain.
http://www.thebutterflysite.com/what -eats-
butterflies.shtml#sthash.PPoslJj4.dpuf

lol’e]

43.1tis possible to produce algae based biofuels, but what is/are the likely
limitation(s) of developing countries in promoting this industry?
1. Production of algae based biofuels is possible in seas only and not on
continents.
|
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2. Setting up and engineering the algae b ased biofuel production
requires a high level of expertise/technology until the construction is
completed.

3. Economically viable production necessitates the setting up of large
scale facilities which may raise ecological and social concerns.

Select the corre ct answer using the code given below:

(8 1and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Statement 1: Algaculture (farming algae) can be initiated on land
unsuitable for agriculture or saline water or wastewater. So, 1 is
wrong.

Q Statement 2: Producing algae for bio -fuels (excluding simple seaweed
production) requires significant capital investments, which may be a
significant barrier in developing countries that have a weak
investment climate.

Q Producing biofuels from algae is still in a pre-commercial state of
technology development. Most production plants are therefore
prototypes, and the development and engineering of such plants
requires a high level of expertise.

Q Statement 3: Using the land allotted to food crops to algal biofuel
redu ces the amount of food available for humans, resulting in an
increased cost for both the food and the fuel produced. This is an
ecological as well as economic concern.

Q http://www.climatetechwiki.org/technology/algae

44. In the context of solving pollution prob lems, what is/are the
advantages/advantages of bioremediation techniques?

1. Itis a technique for cleaning up pollution by enhancing the same
biodegradation process that occurs in nature.

2. Any contaminant with heavy metals such as cadmium and lead can
be read ily and completely treated by bioremediation using
microorganisms.

3. Genetic engineering can be used to create microorganisms specifically
designed for bioremediation.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 3 only

(d) 1, 2and 3
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Statement 1: Bioremediation uses naturally occurring organisms to
break down hazardous substances into less toxic or non toxic
substances.

Q
1
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Q Statement 2: Always be cautious of extreme statements and words as
we have repeated| y pointed out in our 2017 Prelims Test Series.
Completely and readily (quickly) are such words here.

Q Bio-remediation is a slow process, so. Heavy metals such as cadmium
and lead are NOT readily absorbed or captured by microorganisms.
UPSC had lifted this s  traight from Wikipedia.

Q Statement 3: This will be a standard practice in the industry in
coming years. For e.g. Alcanivorax, a bacteria with oil -eating abilities,
can be used to create species that are much more capable of cleaning
oil spills.

Q https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2016/05/160509115556.ht
m

Q https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/how -microbes -clean -up -
oil -spills/

45. In whic h of the following states is Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary located?

(a) Assam

(b) Odisha

(c) West Bengal

(d) Goa

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Context: The Supreme Court has issued notices to the Ministry of
Environment and Forests and the Assam government in response to a

plea seeking the declaration of the area around Pobitora Wildlife
Sanctuary in Assam as an eco -sensitive zone.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/25/pobitora -wildl ife-sanctuary/

46. Consider the following statements about chicory:
1. Itis an herb native to Europe and Asia.
2. lts root contains inulin, a starchy substance, which is good for health.
3. It does not contain caffeine which induces restlessness and insomnia,
which coffee does.
How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q South Indian coffee is an admixture of coffee and chicory powders.
Q Whatis chicory?
" ltis an herb native to Europe and Asia. Its root contains inulin,
a starchy substance, which is good for health, and is found in a
wide variety of fruits, vegetables, and herbs, including wheat,
onions, bananas, leeks, artichokes, and asparagus.
Chicory root has a mild laxative effect and decreases swelling.

w
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Chicory is also a rich source of beta  -carotene, which protects
cells from oxidative damage, better than coffee. Also , chicory
does not contain caffeine which induces restlessness and
insomnia, which coffee does. This is why it is a good practice
for the South Indian coffee to have an admixture of coffee and
chicory powders: the ratio being 70:30, or as per personal
tast e.
Refer: https://www.thehindu.com/sci -tech/science/the -south -indian -filter -
coffee/article66897418.ece

47.6 G| obradenhouse Gas Watchd, a new greenhouse ¢
initiative by the
(a) United Nations Environment Programme
(b) International Union for Conservation of Nature
(c) United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(d) World Meteorological Organization
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Context: The World Meteorological Congress 0 the supreme decision -
making body of WMO, approved (in its 19th session) a new
greenhouse gas (GHG) monitoring initiative 0 Global Greenhouse Gas
Watch.

Q Background: In 2022, the WMO Executiv e Council decided to develop
an architecture for a global Greenhouse Gas Monitoring
I nfrastructure to buil d o-standingactivtiesp and WMO
in GHG monitoring.

Q The Global Greenhouse Gas Watch (G3W): It aims to establish
internationally coordina  ted monitoring of GHG fluxes (top  -down) to
support the provision of actionable information to the UNFCCC
Parties and other stakeholders

Refer: https://www.insightsonin dia.com/2023/05/29/global -greenhouse -gas-
watch/

48. Consider the following statements about National Tiger Conservation
Authority (NTCA):
1. Itis a statutory body established in 2005 under the enabling
provisions of the Wildl ife (Protection) Act, 1972.
2. It was constituted following a recommendation of the Tiger Task
Force, constituted by the PM of India for reorganized management of
Project Tiger.
3. The National Tiger Conservation Authority is set up under the
Chairmanship of the  Minister for Environment and Forests.
How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (c)

Explanation
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Q ltis a statutory body established in 2005 under the MoEF&CC under
the enabling provisions of the  Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.
Q It was constituted following a recommendation of the Tiger Task
Force, constituted by the PM of India for reorganized management of
Project Tiger and the Tiger Reserves in India, enabling tiger
conservation.
Q The authority ¢ onsists of the Minister in charge of the MOEF&CC (as
Chairperson), the Minister of State in the MOEF&CC (as Vice -
Chairperson) and other members.
Refer: https://  www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/29/cheetah -project -steering -
committee/

49. What is manufactured sand?
(a) Sand that is produced from natural sources such as rivers and lakes.
(b) Sand that is obtained by crushing rocks, quarry stones, or
construction waste.
(c) Sand that is artificially produced by adding chemicals to natural

sand.
(d) Sand that is collected from beaches and coastlines.
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
Q Manufactured sand, also known as M -sand, is a type of sand that is

produced by crushing rocks, quarry stones, or construction waste. It
is an alternative to natural sand, which is obtained from rivers and
lakes. Manufactured sand is typically finer in texture and has
consistent particle sizes, making it suitable for various construct ion
applications. By crushing larger rocks or stones, the resulting
manufactured sand can be customized to meet specific requirements
for different construction projects, such as concrete production or
plastering. This process helps to maintain a steady su pply of sand for
construction purposes while reducing the dependence on riverbed
mining, which can have detrimental environmental impacts.
Refer: https://www.insightsonin dia.com/2023/05/29/manufactured -sand -m-
sand/

50. Consider the following statements:

1. The most common constituent of natural sand is Silicon.

2. Sand is classified as a 6éminor mineral d wu
(Development and Re gulations) Act, 1957.

3. Sustainable Sand Mining Management Guidelines 2016, issued by the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC),
encourages scientific sand mining and environmentally friendly
management methods.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (b)

Explanation
|
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Q S1: Silicon dioxide, also known as silica, is an oxide of silicon with the
chemical formula SiO 2, most commonly found in nature as quartz. In
many parts of the wo rld, silica is the major constituent of sand

Silicon and silica are two different chemical species . The
key difference between silicon and silica is that silicon is a
chemical element whereas silica is a chemical compound. Silica
has a higher melting poin  t than silicon. Further, Silicon is a
semiconductor, but silica doesn't conduct electricity

Q S2 and S3: Sand is classified as a O6minor
Minerals (Development and Regulations) Act, 1957, and
administrative control vests with State Gov ernments. Sustainable
Sand Mining Management Guidelines 2016, issued by MoEFCC,
encourages scientific sand mining and environmentally friendly
management methods.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/29/manufactured -sand -m-
sand/

51. Consider the following statements about the Carbon Capture Coalition:

1. Itis a collaborative group consisting of UNEP, IUCN and WWF.

2. Itaims to promote policy support for the widespread deployment of
carbon management technologies, including carbon capture, removal,
transport, reuse, and storage.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q The Carbon Capture Coalition is a collaborative group consisting of
more than 100 companies, unions, NGOs, conservation and
environmental policy organizations. Their goal is to promote policy
support for the widespread deployment of carbon man agement
technologies, including carbon capture, removal, transport, reuse,
and storage. The Great Plains Institute convenes the Coalition, which
includes members from various industries, labour unions, and policy
organizations.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/30/carbon -capture -coalition/

52. Carefully observe the following characteristic:
1. HintI: It has thorns.

2. Hintll: It has pinnate leaves.
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Based on the aforementioned hints, identify the tree?

(a) Spurges
(b) Babool
(c) Black locust
(d) Neem

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Name: babool or gum Arabic (Acacia nilotica)
Q About Babul
" It is a perennial, evergreen tree which is indigenous to Indian
Sub -continent as well as in Tropical Africa, Burma, Sri Lanka,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt and West and East Sudan. It occurs in
tropical and subtropical regions of India.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vachellia nilotica
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/31/babool/
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AGRICULTURE

1. InIndia, the use of emamectin, benzoate, fenpyroximate, hexaconazole,
propiconazole and quinalphos is viewed with apprehension. These chemicals
are used as

(a) pesticides in agriculture

(b) preservatives in processed foods

(c) fruit -ripening agents

(d) moisturizing agents in cosmetics
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Context: The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
has put in place a maximum residue limit (MRL) for five pesticides
used in tea plantations.

Q These pesticides are emamectin, benzoate, fenpyroximate,
hexaconazole, propiconazole and quinalphos.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/03/pesticides -in -tea/

2. With reference to chemical fertilizers in India, consider the following
statements:
a. At present, the retail price of chemical fertilizers is market -driven and
not administered by the Government.
b. Ammonia, which is an input of urea, i s produced from natural gas.
c. Sulphur, which is a raw material for phosphoric acid fertilizer, is a by -
product of all oil refineries.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 2 only

(d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Expl anation: 0

Q S1: The Union Government subsidies the urea manufacturing units
for the cost of transportation to facilitate the availability of urea at the
same maximum retail price all over the country. Also, the Government
is subsidising fertilizers fort  heir availability at reasonable prices for
agricultural purposes. See https://fert.nic.in/faq

Q

Q S2: Common knowledge.

Q

Q S3:Sulphurisaby -product of processing natural gas and refining
high -sulphur crude oils. Even if they use low sulphur crude oil, there
is still sulphur emission, so S3 is correct.

Q
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Q The primary sources of sulfuric acid emissions are combustion of
coal, and the industries that manufacture or use it in production,
including metal smelters, phosphate fertilizer producers, oil refineries,
the chemical industry, battery manufacturers, manufacturers of
fabricated metal products, manufacturers of electronic components,
and manufacturers of measuring and controlling devices. See
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/chemistry/phosphate -fertilizer
and
https://ibm.gov.in/writereaddata/files/12152016105127IMYB2015
Sulphur_15122016_Adv.pdf

3. With reference to the current trends in the cultivation of sugarcane in India,
consider the following statements:

a. A substantial saving in seadchimnsetliregs i al i s
are raised in a nursery and transplanted in the main field.

b. When direct planting of setts is done, the germination percentage is
better with single -budded setts as compared to setts with many buds.

c. If bad weather conditions prevail when s etts are directly planted,
single -budded setts have better survival as compared to large setts.

d. Sugarcane can be cultivated using settlings prepared from tissue
culture.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) Land 4 only

(d) 2, 3 and 4 only
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Conventional method of sugarcane planting requires 7 to 8 tonnes of
seed cane per hectare and this is the main reason for slow rate of seed
and varietal replacement. Sugarcane being a long duration crop and
heavy biomass producer requires about 1500 to 2500 mm water.

Q Keeping in mind the likely to be faced situations in future, the ICAR -
Sugarcane Breeding Institute (ICAR  -SBI) has developed an integrated
sugarcane cultivation model called Settling Transplanting Tech nology
(STT). Components of the model are listed below:

" High yielding and better quality varieties
Raising and transplanting of settlings derived from single bud
setts/ bud chips
Sub -surface drip irrigation and fertigation
Wider row planting
Intercropping
Trash mulching
Multiple ratooning
Mechanization

Q S1: Transplanting sugarcane single  -bud/ bud -chip settlings can save
seed cane requirement up to 80 per cent besides providing healthy
plants and good field establishment. It is less expensive and labour
savin g in comparison with conventional sett planting.

Q Other options are spaced transplanting (STP) and polybag / pro -tray
nursery.

|
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Q S2 and S3: Reverse is true. See here
http://ww.iisr.nic.in/download/publications/ijst -December -
2011.pdf

Q S4: Yes, tissue culture o r vegetative propagation (a subset of TC), can
be used to germinate and grow these settlings which can be
transplanted in the field later.

4. With reference to pulse production in India ,consider the following
statements:

a. Black gram can be cultivated as both Kharif and rabi crops.

b. Green-gram alone accounts for nearly half of pulse production.

c. Inthe last three decades, while the production of kharif pulses has
increased, the production of rabi pulses has decreased.

Which of the statements gi  ven above is/are correct ?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 2 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q S1: Thisis correct, pulses are grown in all three seasons 0 kharif, rabi
and zaid.

Q S2:Incorrect. Gram is the most dominant pulse but only with a share
of around 4 0 per cent in the total production followed by Tur/Arhar at
15 to 20 per cent and Urad/Black Matpe and Moong at around 8 -10
per cent each.

Q S3: Reverseistrue, see Table 1.1 here
http://dpd.gov.in/Reterospects%20and%20Prospects%202017.pdf

Q Indiais the larg est producer (25% of global production), consumer
(27% of world consumption) and importer (14%) of pulses in the
world. Pulses account for around 20 per cent of the area under
foodgrains and contribute around 7 -10 per cent of the total foodgrains
productio nin the country. Though pulses are grown in both Kharif
and Rabi seasons, Rabi pulses contribute more than 60 per cent of
the total production.

Q Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and

Karnataka are the top five pulses producing States. P roductivity of
pulses is 764 kg/ha. See https://vikaspedia.in/agriculture/crop -
production/package -of-practices/pulses/pulses  -in-india
Q http://dpd.gov.in/Technical%20Paper%200n%20Pulses%20JNKVV.p
df
5. Which of the following pairs(Certification Mark: Issued by) correctly
matched?

a. ISl Mark: Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)

b. AGMARK: Directorate of Marketing and Inspection

c. FPO Mark: Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
Select the correct answer using the code below:

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only
|
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(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
Q
Certification Mark Purpose Issued by
ISI Mark Certifies industrial products Bureau of Indian Standards
(Mandatory for comply with Indian Standards (BIS)

certain products)

BIS Hallmark Certifies purity of gold  and silver Bureau of Indian Standards
(Voluntary) jewellery (BIS)

AGMARK Certifies agricultural products Directorate of Marketing and
(Voluntary) conform to approved standards Inspection, Department of

Agriculture, Cooperation
and Farmers Welfare,
Ministry of Agriculture &
Farmers Welfare under the
Agricultural Produce

Act, 1937

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/13/agmark -reqistration/

6. Which one of the following best describes thi
Concept?
(a) Encouraging the farmers to use their own farm seeds and
discouraging them to buy the seeds from others.
(b) Involving the farmers for training in quality seed production and
thereby to make available quality seeds to others at appropriate time
and affordable cost
(c) Earmarking some villages exclusively for the production of certi fied
seeds
(d) Identifying the entrepreneurs in village and providing them technology
and finance to set up seed companies
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Avillage, wherein trained group of fanners are involved (generally in a
self-help group) in production of  seeds of various crops and cater to
the needs of themselves, fellow fanners of the village and fanners of
neighboring villages in appropriate time and at affordable cost is

called 0a seed villageo.
Q Source:
http://www.agritech.tnau.ac.in/seed certification/seed tech Seed%?2
OVillage.html
7. Consider the following statements :
Statements | : DSR is a method of rice cultivation where s eeds are sown

directly into the field without transplanting seedlings
|
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Statement Il: DSR reduces water requirements compared to traditional rice
cultivation methods.

Statement lll: DSR is not suitable for areas with high weed pressure.

Statement IV: DSR | eads to lower yields compared to transplanting
seedlings.

Which of the given above statements regarding Direct Seeded Rice (DSR)
is/are correct?

(a) Statement | and Statement Il

(b) Statement Il and Statement I

(c) Statement |, Statement I, and Statement IlI

(d) All fo ur Statements i.e |, II, [l and IV are correct
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Statement A is correct. Direct Seeded Rice (DSR) is a method of rice
cultivation where seeds are directly sown into the field without
transplanting seedlings. This method eliminates the need for nursery
preparation and transplanting, which saves time and labor.

Q Statement B is correct. DSR reduces water requirements compared to
traditional rice cultivation methods. In traditional methods, rice
seedlings are transplanted into puddled fields that require continuous
flooding. In DSR, seeds are sown in non  -puddled or lightly puddled
fields, which allows for reduced water usage. This method helps in
water conservation and is particularly beneficial in water -scarce
areas.

Q Statement Cisincorrect .DSR can be suitable for areas with high
weed pressure. Adequate weed management practices, such as
herbicide application or mechanical weed control, can be implemented
to address weed issues in DSR. While weed pressure may be a
challenge, it does not ren der DSR unsuitable for such areas.

Q Statement D is incorrect. DSR does not necessarily lead to lower
yields compared to transplanting seedlings. With proper agronomic
practices, including seed selection, weed management, nutrient
management, and water manag ement, DSR can achieve comparable
or even higher yields than traditional transplanting methods. The
yield potential of DSR depends on various factors and proper
management techniques.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/31/direct -seeding -method -
gains -currency -in-indias -paddy -growing -regions/
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GEOGRAPHY

1. Consider the following statements regarding the seamounts.
1. Seamountis a mountain with pointed summits, rising from the
seafloor and reaching above the surface of the ocean.
2. They are volcanic in origin.
3. The Emperor seamount is situated in the Atlantic Ocean.
Which of t he above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Seamount is a mountain with pointed summits, rising from the
seafloor that does not reach the surface of the ocean.
Q Seamounts are volcanic in origin.
Q These can be 3,000 -4,500 m tall.
Q The Emperor seamount, an extension of the Hawaiian Islands in the
Pacific Ocean, is a good example.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/01/seamount s/

2. Consider the following statements.

1. El Nifio brings warm water from the equatorial Pacific Ocean up to the
western coast of North America.

2. In North America, the summer temperatures trend lower during La
Nifa.

3. Shiftint he position of jet streams results in heatwaves in some
places.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 2 only

(d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Arctic warming and jet stream migration

Q The Arctic is warming threeto  four times faster than the globe as a
whole, meaning there is ever less difference between northern
temperatures and those closer to the equator.

Q Thatis resulting in swings in the North Atlantic jet stream, which in
turn leads to extreme weather events li ke heatwaves and floods.

Q Heat domes

Q Warmer oceans contribute to heat domes, which trap heat over large
geographical areas. The heat dome is stretching from the southern
plains of the Oklahoma/Arkansas area all the way to the eastern
seaboard, according to  the U.S. Weather Prediction Center.
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Q Scientists have found the main cause of heat domes is a strong
change in ocean temperatures from west to east in the tropical Pacific
Ocean during the preceding winter.

Q As prevailing winds move the hot air east, the nort hern shifts of the

jet stream trap the air and move it toward land, where it sinks,

resulting in heatwaves.

El Nifio and La Nifia

Every few years, the climate patterns known as El Nifio and, less

frequently, La Nifia occur. El Nifio brings warm water from the

equatorial Pacific Ocean up to the western coast of North America,

and La Nifia brings colder water.

Q At present, La Nifia is in effect. Because summer temperatures trend
lower during La Nifia, climate scientists are concerned about what a
serious heatwave woul d look like during the next El Nifio, when even
hotter summer weather could be expected.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/05/el -nino -likely -to-bring -

extreme -weather -across -the -world/

10 1o

3. Consider the following statements.
1. Normally, cyclones weaken upon entering land.
2. When cyclones come under the influence of western disturbances, it
can retain its intensity even after entering land.
3. The Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea generate around one -fourth of
the worl dds cycl ones.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) Land 2

(c) 1and 3

(d) 2and 3
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Most cyclones are forced to weaken post landfall as they detach from
the sea.

Q Cyclones are formed between the tropics while western disturbances
are formed in the mid -latitudes. When the two interact, they influence
each other. When cyclones come under the influence of western
disturbances, it can retain its intensity even after entering land.

Q Cyclone Tauktae in 2021 came  under the influence of western
disturbances, it slowed down as it was crossing over to land. This
slow progress over the coast ensured that the cyclone continued to get
sufficient moisture supply from the sea. Hence it did not weaken, but
rather retained its intensity even 24 hours after coming over land.

Q The Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea generate only 7 per cent of the

worl dés cyclones. However, their impact
densely populated regions of the world, including some mega -citie s,
are susceptible.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/05/el -nino -likely -to-bring -

extreme -weather -across -the -world/
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4. Consider the following statements about the Early Warnings For All Initiative
(EWA4AII):
1. Itwas launched by the UN Secretary  -General in 2022 at the COP27
meeting in Sharm ElI -Sheikh.
2. It calls for the whole world to be covered by an early warning system
by the end of 2027.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q The Early Warnings For  All Initiative (EW4AIl) was formally launched
by the UN Secretary -General in November 2022 at the COP27 meeting
in Sharm El -Sheikh.

Q The Initiative calls for the whole world to be covered by an early
warning system by the end of 2027.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/05/el -nino -likely -to-bring -
extreme -weather -across -the -world/

5. Consider the f ollowing statements regarding cyclones and anticyclones.
1. Cyclones originate at the area of low pressure, while anticyclones
originate at high pressure areas.
2. Both cyclones and anticyclones are associated with clouds, rain and
thunderstorms.
Which of the ab ove statements is/are correct?

(@) 1only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q A cyclone, commonly known as a low, is an area of low pressure
where air masses meet and rise. An anticyclone, commonly known as
a high, is an area of high pres  sure where air moves apart and sinks.
Q Cyclone typically indicates bad weather, like rain and clouds whereas
anticyclone indicates fair weather.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/08/cyclones -how -are-cyclones -
formed -and -named/

6. Consider the following statements.
1. When cyclones come under the influence of western disturbances, it
can retain its  intensity even after entering land.
2. The Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea generate around one -fourth of
the worl dds cycl ones.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
|
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(&) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Most cyclones are f orced to weaken post landfall as they detach from
the sea.

Q Cyclones are formed between the tropics while western disturbances
are formed in the mid -latitudes. When the two interact, they influence
each other. When cyclones come under the influence of weste rn
disturbances, it can retain its intensity even after entering land.

Q Cyclone Tauktae in 2021 came under the influence of western
disturbances, it slowed down as it was crossing over to land. This
slow progress over the coast ensured that the cyclone cont inued to get
sufficient moisture supply from the sea. Hence it did not weaken, but
rather retained its intensity even 24 hours after coming over land.

Q The Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea generate only 7 per cent of the
worl dds cycl ones. pddtaw bugeas some dfitbeimost i m

densely populated regions of the world, including some mega -cities,
are susceptible.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindi a.com/2023/05/08/cyclones -how -are-cyclones -

formed -and -named/

7. Consider the following statements regarding Cyclones.
1. Acycloneis alow -pressure system that forms over warm waters.
2. ltis a system of high -speed winds blowin g clockwise in the Northern
Hemisphere and counter -clockwise in the Southern Hemisphere.
3. Tropical cyclones in the formative stages of their development are very
calm and do not cause any threat to life and property.
Which of the above statements  is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2and 3

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Acyclone is alow pressure system that forms over warm waters.
Essentially, it is a system of high speed winds rotating around a low -
pressure area, with the winds blowing counter clockwise in the
Northern Hemisphere and clockwise in the Southern Hemisphere.

Q According to the World Meteorological
cyclones are one of the biggest threats to life and property even in the
formative stages of their development. The  y include a number of
different hazards that can individually cause significant impacts on
life and property, such as storm surge, flooding, extreme winds,
tornadoes and lighting.

Q How are cyclones named?
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Cyclones that form in every ocean basin across the w orld are
named by the regional specialised meteorological centres
(RSMCs) and Tropical Cyclone Warning Centres (TCWCs).
There are six RSMCs in the world, including the India
Meteorological Department (IMD), and five TCWCs.
As an RSMC, the IMD names the cyc  lones developing over the
north Indian Ocean, including the Bay of Bengal and Arabian
Sea, after following a standard procedure. The IMD is also
mandated to issue advisories to 12 other countries in the
region on the development of cyclones and storms.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/08/cyclones -how -are-cyclones -
formed -and -named/

8. Inatropical cyclone, as you move from the edges towards the center, air
pressure
(a) Remains constant
(b) Increases significantly
(c) Decreases significantly
(d) Varies depending on the wind speed and direction
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Tropical cyclone is a rapidly rotating storm system characterized by a
low -pressure centre.
Q On Earth, the pressures recorded at the centres of tropical cyclones
are among the lowest ever observed at sea level.
Q At the centre of a mature tropical cyclone, air sinks rather than rises.
For a sufficiently strong  storm, air may sink over a layer deep enough
to suppress cloud formation, thereby c¢crea
Q If the air pressure is high at the centre and low at the edges, an anti -
cyclone is formed.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/08/cyclones -how -are-cyclones -
formed -and -named/

9. Which of the following factor(s) is/are responsible for the origin of Cyclones
in Bay of Bengal region?
1. Presence of the Coriolis force is enough to create a cyclonic vortex.
2. High variations in the vertical wind speed.
3. A pre-existing weak low -pressure area.
4. Upper divergence above the sea level system
Select the correct answer code:

(@) 1, 2and 3 only

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only

(c) 1,3 and 4 only

(d) 2, 3and 4 only
Ans: (c)

Explanation: General factors responsible for the origin of Cyclones in Bay of
Bengal region are:

Q Large sea surface with temperature higher than 27° C
Q Presence of the Coriolis  force is enough to create a cyclonic vortex.
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Q Small variations in the vertical wind speed.
Q A pre-existing weak low -pressure area or low -level-cyclonic

circulation.
Q Upper divergence above the sea level system.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/08/cyclones -how -are-cyclones -
formed -and -named/
10. With reference to river Brahmaputra, consider the following statement S:
1. 1t originates in the ORaksas tald near

2. It enters India west of Sadiya town in Arunachal Pradesh.
3. River Lohit originates in Arunachal Pradesh and it is a tributary of
river
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@ 1and2onl y

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1 and 3 only
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q S1: The Brahmaputra, one of the largest rivers of the world, has its
origin in the Chemayungdung glacier of the Kailash range near the
Mansarovar lake.

Q The source of the Sutlej is west of the catchment area of Lake
Rakshastal in Tibet, as springs in an ephemeral stream.

Q S2: It descends rapidly from Tibet, forming a grand canyon, flowing
1,000 km first Eastward, then takes a horse shoe bend westward near
Namche Barwa in Sadiya in the State of Ar unachal Pradesh in the
Pemakop region.

Q S3: Lohit River is a river in Arunachal Pradesh in India. It is a
tributary to the Brahmaputra River. It originates in eastern Tibet, in
the Zayal Chu range and surges through Arunachal Pradsh for 200
kim, before reac hing in the plains of Assam.

Refer: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brahmaputra River

11. With reference to Ocean Mean Temperature(OMT),which of the following
statements is/are correct?
1. OMT is measured upto a depth of 26 degree Celsius isotherm which is
129 meters in the south  -western Indian Ocean during January -

March.
2. OMT collected during January  -MArch can be used in assessing
whether the amount of rainfall in mo nsoon will be less or more than a

certain long -term mean.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:
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Q S1 and S2: The depth for the 26 degree isotherm is 50 -100 metres,
not 129 metres as the question suggests.

Q Ocean mean temperature is a better indicator of monsoon rainfall
than sea surface temperatures. This is because OMT measures the

oceands ther mal energy, and oencetlye ot her
surface winds, evaporation, thick clouds etc. OMT is a more stable
indicator.

12. Which of the following nations shares a border with the Gaza Strip, which is
frequently mentioned in the news?
1. Syria
2. Egypt
3. Jordan
4. lIsrael
Select the correct answer code:

(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 4 only

(c) 2,3 and 4 only

(d) 1 and 4 only
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q The Gaza Strip is a self -governing Palestinian territory on the eastern
coast of the Mediterranean Sea. It borders Egypt on the southwest
and Israel on the east and north.

D LEBANON : SYRIA
_ . Golan Heights
Mediterranean Sea
Tel AvivD WEST BANK
“DJerusalem
 ISRAEL JORDAN
EGYPT

|s=——]

..... pre-1967 ceasefire Red ¢
anes g ee =

Refer: httpsg://www.insiqhtsonindia.com/2023/05/17/israel -palestinian _-issue -75 -

years -since -the -displacement -of-70000 0-palestinians/

13. Which of the following nations shares boundaries with Israel?
1. Saudi Arabia
2. Lebanon
3. Turkey
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4. Egypt
5. Jordan

Select the correct answer code:

(@ 1,2,3and5

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only

(c) 2,4 and 5 only

(d) 4 and 5 only
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Lebanon

lan
ights ~ Syria
Mediterranean Sea A : M

'

Q /
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/17/israel -palestinian _-issue -75 -

years -since -the -displ acement -of-700000 -palestinians/

14. Golan heights is a disputed territory between
(a) Russia and Ukraine
(b) China and Japan
(c) South Korea and North Korea
(d) Israel and Syria
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q The Golan Heights is arocky  plateau with an area of 1,800km? on the
border between Israel and Syriain south -western Syria.

Q The Golan Heights were captured by Israel from Syria in the 1967
conflict and annexed in 1981 fi a move not recognized
internationally.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA 59

w


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/17/israel-palestinian-issue-75-years-since-the-displacement-of-700000-palestinians/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/17/israel-palestinian-issue-75-years-since-the-displacement-of-700000-palestinians/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (May- 2023)

( ) Lebanon
Mediterranean ,
Sea oQuneitra
Golan .
Heights Syria
Sea of
Galilee
Israel
--- 1949 - 1967 Ceasefire line Jordan

Occupied by Israel (1967)
Area of Separation (1974)

20km

10 miles

Q
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/17/israel
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-palestinian_-issue -75 -

years -since -the -displacement -of-700000 -palestinians/

15. Consider the following Rivers:

1. Dibang
2. Lohit
3. Kameng

4. Subansiri River

Which of the above are right bank tributaries of Brahmaputra?

(@ 1,2and 3

(b) 2,3and 4

(c) 1and 2 only

(d) 3 and 4 only
Ans: (d)

Explanation: Tributaries of Brahmaputra River

Q Left: Dibang River, called by Dimasa tribe , Lohit River, Dhansiri

River, Kolong River

Q Right: Kameng River, Manas River, Beki River, Raidak River, Jaldhaka

River, Teesta River, Subansiri River

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/20/riverine

-based -religious -

tourism_-circuit/

16. Consider the following statements.

1. The source of river Teesta is the same as that of Brahmaputra river.
2. River Rangeet originates in Sikkim and it is a tributary of river Teesta.
3. River Teesta flows through West Bengal and Sikkim, before going to

Bay of Bengal.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

w
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Q Teesta River originates from the Pahunri glacier. Brahmaputra
originates in Chemayungdung glacier of the Kailash range near the
Mansarovar lake. Teesta is a tributary of Brahmaputra.

Q But, Teesta flows through West Bengal and Sikkim, before going to
the Bay of Bengal through Bangladesh.

Q

Q Rangeetis a tributary of the Teesta River, which is the largest river in

Sikkim. It also originates in Sikkim.

Refer; https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/20/riverine -based-religious -

tourism_-circuit/

17. With reference to river Brahmaputra, consider the f ollowing statements:
1. 1t originates in the ORaksas tald near
2. It enters India west of Sadiya town in Arunachal Pradesh.
3. River Lohit originates in Arunachal Pradesh and it is a tributary of
river Brahmaputra.
Which of the given above stateme nts is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1 and 3 only
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q S1: The Brahmaputra, one of the largest rivers of the world, has its
origin in the

Q@ Chemayungdung glacier of the Kailash range near the Mansarovar
lake.

The source of the Sutlej is west of the catchment area of Lake
Rakshastal in Tibet, as springs in an ephemeral stream.

Q S2: It descends rapidly from Tibet, forming a grand canyon, flowing
1,000 km first Eastward, then takes a horse shoe bend westward near
Namche Barwa in Sadiya in the State of Arunachal Pradesh in the
Pemakop region.

Q S3: Lohit River is a river in Arunachal Pradesh in India. It is a
tributary to the Brahmaputra River. It originates in eastern Tibet, in

the Zayal Chu range and surges through Arunachal Prads h for 200
kim, before reaching in the plains of Assam.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/20/riverine -based -religious -

tourism _-circuit/

18. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?
1. Largest Freshwater in India: Wular Lake (J&K)
2. Largest Brackish water India: Chilika (Odisha)
3. Largest Saltwater in India: Sambhar (RJ)
Select the correct answer using the co  de below:

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3
|
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Ans: (d)
Explanation:

Largest Freshwater: Wular Lake (J&K)
Largest Brackish water: Chilika (Odisha)

Largest Saltwater: Sambhar (RJ)
Largest Artificial: Gobind Ballabh Pant Sagar (UP)

Longest: Vembanad (Kerala)

O 10 1O O O O O O O O

High altitude: Cholamu (Sikkim)
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/20/lakes/

19. Consider the following statements:
1. InIndia, the Himalayas are spread over five States only.
2. Western Ghats are spread over five States only.
3. Pulicat Lake is spread over two States only.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1 and 3 only
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Statement 1: Himalayas are spread over almost all the Northern and
north -eastern Indian states. Statement 1 is wrong.

Q Statement 2: Western Ghats traverse the States of Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra and Gujarat (6 sta tes).

Q Statement 3: Pulicat Lake (second largest brackish water lake in
India)straddles the border of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu states
(2 states).

20. Which of the following is/are right bank tributaries of River Godavari?

1. Pravara

2. Manijira

3. Maner

4. Sabari

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 1 and 4 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 2, 3and 4 only
Ans: (a)

Explanation:
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Q The Pravara, Manjira and Maner are right bank tributaries covering
about 16.14%, the Purna, Pranhita, Indravathi and Sabari are
important left bank tributaries, covering nearly 59.7% of the total
catchment area of the basin.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/ 26/water -dispute -between -
andhra -pradesh -and -telangana/

21. Consider the following pairs:

Dam River
1. Sardar Sarovar Dam Narmada river
2. Bhakra dam Sutlej river
3. Hirakud dam Mahanadi river
4. Jayakwadi dam Godavari river

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only

(c) 1,3 and 4 only

(d)1,2,3and4
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Jayakwadi dam is an earthen dam located on Godavari river at the
site of Jayakwadi village in Paithan taluka of Aurangabad district in
Maharashtra, India.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/26/water -dispute -between -
andhra -pradesh -and -telangana/

22. Consider the fo llowing statements:
1. The Krishna River rises in western Maharashtra state in the Western
Ghats range.
2. The Pranhita River is the largest tributary of Krishna River.
3. The source of the Godavari River is situated near Trimbak in Nashik
District of Maharashtra.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q S3: The River Godavari rises at an elevation of 1,067 m in the Western
Ghats near Thriambak Hills in the Nasik district of Maharashr ta.
Q S2: The Pranhita River is the largest tributary of Godavari River
covering about 34% of its drainage basin conveying the combined
waters of the Penganga River, the Wardha River, and the Wainganga
River.
Q S1: The Krishna River originates in the Western G hats near
Mahabaleshwar at an elevation of about 1,300 metres (4,300 ft), in
the state of Maharashtra in central India.
|
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Refer: https://www.insig  htsonindia.com/2023/05/26/water -dispute -between -
andhra -pradesh -and -telangana/

23. Consider the following statements:

1. Overturning circulations are driven by the difference in temperature
between the surface and deep  ocean water.

2. The Overturning Circulations are accelerating due to melting
Antarctic ice.

3. Salinity does play a role in determining the density of ocean water,
but it is not as important as temperature.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (b)

Explanation

Q S3: Salinity does indeed play a significant role in determining the
density of ocean water, alongside temperature. Both temperature and
salinity are key factors that influence the density and characteri stics
of seawater.
" Temperature affects water density because as water warms, its
molecules become more energetic, causing them to move
farther apart and decrease in density. Conversely, as water
cools, its molecules slow down and come closer together,
incr easing its density. This thermal expansion and contraction
directly affect the density of seawater.
Q S1: Overturning Circulations refers to the global network of ocean
currents that redistribute heat, carbon, and nutrients. They play a
crucialroleinregul ati ng Earth&s climate, maintaini
and shaping ocean currents.
Q S2: The Overturning Circulations are slowing due to melting
Antarctic ice, which freshens surface waters and reduces their

density, hindering the sinking process and disrupting t he circulation
pattern.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/30/deep -ocean-currents -in-

antarctica -are-slowing/

24. Consider the following statements:
Statement -1: The Indian Ocean does not produce its own deep water

Statement d 1l : The Indian Ocean is located in a tropical region

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?
(a) Both Statement -l and Statement -1l are correct and Statement - Il is
the correct explanation for statement -
(b) Both Statement -l and Statement -1l are correct and Statement - Il is
not the correct explanation for Statemen t-1
(c) Statement -lis correct and Statement - Il is incorrect
(d) Statement -Iis Incorrect and Statement - Il is correct
Ans: (a)
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Explanation:

Q That's correct. The Indian Ocean does not produce its own deep
water. Instead, it receives deep water from the North Atlantic and
Antarctic Oceans. This is because the Indian Ocean is located in a
tropical region, where the water is warm and less dense. The North
Atlantic and Antarctic Oceans are located in colder regions, where the
water is cooler and denser. This diff ~ erence in temperature and density
causes the water from the North Atlantic and Antarctic Oceans to sink
and flow into the Indian Ocean.
Q The deep water that flows into the Indian Ocean helps to distribute
heat and nutrients throughout the ocean. It also pla ys an important
role in regulating the Earth's climate.
Q Some of the reasons why the Indian Ocean does not produce its own
deep water:
" The Indian Ocean is located in a tropical region, where the
water is warm and less dense.
The Indian Ocean is relatively s = hallow, with an average depth
of 4,280 meters.
The Indian Ocean is surrounded by land on three sides, which
limits the exchange of water with other oceans.
Q The lack of deep water production in the Indian Ocean has a number
of implications for the ocean's e  cology and climate. For example, the
lack of deep water production means that the Indian Ocean is less
able to absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. This could lead to
an increase in the acidity of the ocean, which could have a negative
impact on mari ne life. Additionally, the lack of deep water production
means that the Indian Ocean is less able to distribute heat and
nutrients throughout the ocean. This could lead to changes in the
ocean's circulation patterns, which could have a negative impact on
the climate.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/30/deep -ocean-currents -in-
antarctica -are-slowing/
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GOVERNMENT SCHEMES AND PROGRAMMES

1. Bharat Tap is an initiative of
(a) Narcotics Control Bureau
(b) National Security Guard
(c) Central Bureau of Investigation
(d) None of the above
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q@ About the Bharat Tap initiative:

Bharat Tap is a collaborative effort for water fixtures (similar to the ratings of electrical
appliances) to drive water efficiency

Objective To provide low -flow, sanitary ware at scale and reduce water
consumption at the source

Estimated Approximately 40%
water saving

Benefits Water and energy saving due to less water and energy required for
pumping, transporting, and purification

Formulated AMRUT 2.0 (Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation)

under

Collaborators Indian Plumbing Association (IPA) and manufacturers

About AMRUT Itis a five -year program launched in October 2021 and will continue

2.0 until 2025 -26. It is an extension of the AMRUT mission (launched in
2015) with the goal of providing every household with acc ess to atap

with a guaranteed supply of water and a sewer connection.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/01/star -rating -system -for -
water -taps -and -sanitary -fixtures -bharat -tap/

2. 6Poshan Bhi, Padhai Bhi 8 campaign | aunched
(a) NITI Aayog
(b) Ministry of Education
(c) Ministry of Women and Child Welfare
(d) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
Ans:(c)

Explanation:
|
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Q Context: The government plans to focus on early childhood care and
education in 14 lakh Anganwadi centres, reimagining them as pre -
schools providing early learning opportunities, according to the

6 Poshan Bhi, Padhai Bhi 8 campaigQChildl aunche
Development Minister Smriti Irani in September 2022.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/02/poshan -bhi -padhai -bhi -
campaign/
3. Consider the following statements about Startup India Seed Fund Scheme
(SISFS):
1. Itwas created by NITI Aayog.
2. It provides financial assistance to start -ups based on proof of concept
only.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(&) 1 only
(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)
Explanation:
Q SISFS was created by DPIIT, Ministry of Commerce and Industry in
2021. It aims to provide financial assistance to start -ups for proof of
concept, prototype development, product trials, market e ntry, and
commercialization.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/04/startup -india -seed-fund -

scheme -2/

4. Consider the following statements regarding the PM CARES Fund.

1. Donations to the PM CARES Fund would qualify for 100% exemption
under the Income Tax Act, 1961.

2. Donations to PM CARES Fund will also qualify to be counted as
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) expenditur e under the
Companies Act, 2013.

3. PM CARES Fund has also got exemption under the FCRA [Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act].

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explanation:
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Q The official website and the Press Information Bureau declared that
donations to the PM CARES Fund owould qua
100% exemption under the Income Tax Act, 1961. Donations to PM
CARES Fund will also qualify to be counted as Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) expenditure under the Companies Act, 2013. PM
CARES Fund has also got exemption under the FCRA [Foreign
Contribution Regulation Act] and a separate account for receiving
foreign donations has been openedo.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/08/pm -cares -fund/

5. Consider the following statements about National Centre for Good
Governance (NCGG):
1. Itis an autonomous ins titution under the Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs.
2. ltis governed by a Governing Body, under the Chairmanship of the
Cabinet Secretary.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q About NCGG:

Q NCGG is an autonomous institution under the Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, previously known as
the National Institute of Administrative Research (NIAR).

Q Establishment Set up in 2014

Q Mandate Work in areas of  public policy, governance, reforms and
capacity building of civil servants of India and other developing
nations

Q Governing Body: Itis governed by a Governing Body, under the

Chairmanship of the Cabinet Secretary.
Q National Good Governance Day Observed annu ally on December 25
Refre: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/09/national -centre -for -good-
governance -ncqgg/

6. Consider the following pairs (Scheme: Eligibility Criteria):
1. Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana: Age between 18 to 70 years
2. Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana: Age between 18 to 50
years
3. Atal Pension Yojana: Age between 18 to 40 years
Which of the g iven above pairs is/are correctly matched?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 1,2and 3

(d) none of the above
Ans: (c)

Explanation:
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Q
Scheme Pradhan Mantri Pradhan Mantri Atal Pension Yojana
Suraksha Bima Yojana Jeevan Jyoti Bima
Yojana
Type of Accidental insurance Life insurance Pension scheme. The
Scheme minimum pension is
guaranteed by the
Government.

Objective To provide insurance To provide life To provide a pension to
against accidental death insurance at unorganized sector workers
and disability at affordable rates
affordable rates

Eligibility Age between 18 to 70 Age between 18 to Age between 18 to 40 years

Criteria years 50 years

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/09/programmes -for -social -

security -cover/

7. Which of the following pairs regarding Swac hh Bharat Mission is/are
correctly matched?
1. Water Plus : Aims to sustain toilets by treating and reuse of water.
2. ODF+ : Focuses on toilets with sludge and septage management.
3. ODF++ : Focuses on toilets with water, maintenance and hygiene.
Select the correc t answer using the code below:

(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 2and 3
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Work on three protocols under the next phase of Swachh Bharat
Mission (Urban -2) i ODF+, ODF++ and Water Plus A isto be
completed by 2024

Q ODF+ and ODF++ were launched in August 2018 to further scale up
and sustain the work undertaken by the cities after achieving the
ODEF status under Phase | of the Swachh Bharat Mission i Urban
(SBM -Urban).

lole]

ODF+ and ODF++ are aimed towards proper maintenance of toilet
faciliti es and safe collection, conveyance, treatment/disposal of all
faecal sludge and sewage. While ODF+ focuses on toilets with water,
maintenance and hygiene, ODF++ focuses on toilets with sludge and
septage management.
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Q Announced in August 2019, Water Plus aim s to sustain toilets by
treating and reuse of water. 't contribut
on water conservation and reuse under the Jal Shakti Abhiyan.
Refer: https://www.insi  ghtsonindia.com/2023/05/12/odf -plus -status/

8. Consider the following statements about Pradhan Mantri MatsyaSampada
Yojana:
1. Itwas launched in 2020 for the sustainable development of the
fisheries sector and to bring about the 6Blue Revolutiond.
2. ltis being implemented in all States and Union Territories for a period
of 5 years from FY 2020 -21to FY 2024 -25.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Dimension Information
Q About: PMMSY (Under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry) was
launched in 2020 for the sustainable development of the fisheries
sector and to bring about the 6Blue Revol
Q Implementation: It is being implemented in all States and Union
Territories for a period of 5 years from FY 2020 -21to FY 2024 -25. 1t
provides insurance coverage, and financial assistance to fishermen.
Q Aim and Objectives Rural development and boosting the rural
economy ; ORef or m, Perrniéo rnmo tatnod; TGoarnes faond t r
infrastructure development and Modernization of Indian fisheries
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/19/pradhan -mant ri-
matsyasampada -yojana -pmmsy/

9. Consider the following statements about the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960:
1. This Act provides for punishment for causing unnecessary cruelty and
suffering to animals
2. The Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI) was established in 1962
under Section 4 of the Act.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Seeks to Opr eventunnedessarypairfor suffetingann o f
ani mal s¢.

Q The Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI) was established in 1962
under Section 4 of the Act.
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Q This Act provides for punishment for causing unnecessary cruelty and
suffering to animals. The Act defines animals and d ifferent forms of
animals.

Q It provides the guidelines relating to experimentation on animals for
scientific purposes.

Refer: https://ww  w.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/19/jallikattu -kambala -can-go-
on-in -tamil -nadu -and -karnataka -sc/

10. With reference to Stars Programme, consider the following statements:
1. Itis implemented as a new Centrally Sponsored Scheme u nder the
Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education.
2. The program strengthens public school education and supports

Il ndi ads goal of providing 6Education for
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q The Strengthening Teaching -Learning and Results for States (STARS)
Programme is a world bank aided initiative, to improve the quality
and governance of school education in six Indian states of Himachal
Pradesh, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha and
Rajasthan through the Samagra Shiksha.
Q The program strengthens public school education and supports
Il ndi ads goal of providing 6Education for
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/20/stars -programme/

11. Consider the following statements about Sanchar Saathi Portal:
1. Itwas launched by the Ministry of Communications.
2. ltincludes m odules for IMEI registration, fraud detection, and facial
recognition -based verification.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Aim: The initiative is designed to prevent fraud s such as identity theft
and banking fraud by misusing mobile phones.

Q Achievement of the Portal: Over 40 lakh fraudulent connections have
been identified and 36 lakhs disconnected through the portal.
Disconnected numbers have been shared with financial ins titutions
and social media platforms for further action.

Q Sanchar Saathi initiative: It includes modules for IMEI registration,
fraud detection, and facial recognition -based verification.

Q Portal developed by: Department of Telecom
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/20/sanchar -saathi -portal/

12. Consider the following statements About the FAME Scheme:
1. Itis part of th e National Electric Mobility Mission Plan.
2. It covers all vehicle segments.
3. It aims to encourage electric vehicles through subsidies.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explanation :

Q FAME Indiais part of the National Electric Mobility Mission Plan and
aims to encourage electric vehicles through subsidies. It covers all
vehicle segments.

Q Monitoring Authority: Department of Heavy Industries, Ministry of
Heavy Industries and Public Ent  erprises.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/23/govt -Ccuts -subsidy -on-
electric -2-wheelers/

13. Whichofthe f ol | owi ng are the objectives of O6Natio
1. To create awareness relating to malnutrition among pregnant women
and lactating mothers.
2. To reduce the incidence of anemia among young children, adolescent
girls and women.
3. To promote the consum ption of millets, coarse cereals and unpolished
rice.
4. To promote the consumption of poultry eggs.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only

(c) 1,2 and 4 only

(d) 3 and 4 only
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Statement 3 and 4 are wr ong because there is no mention of eggs or
unpolished rice or millets in the official release document:
http://wcd.nic.in/sites/default/files/Multisectoralprog.pdf
http://wcd.nic.in/documents/national -nutrition -mission -nnm
Statement 1 and 2: There aretwo =~ components of the National
Nutrition Mission as follows:
Q Information, Education and Communication (IEC) Campaign against
malnutrition
Q Multi -sectoral Nutrition Programme
Q The key objectives of the programmes under the Mission are as under:
Q To create awarenes s relating to malnutrition amongst pregnant
women, lactating mothers, promote healthy lactating practices and
importance of balanced nutrition;
|
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Q Toimprove maternal and child under -nutrition in 200 high burden
districts and to prevent and reduce the under -nutrition prevalent
among children below 3 years;

Q To reduce incidence of anemia among young children, adolescent girls
and women.

Q http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=108509

14. Consider the following statements about UDAN Scheme:

1. ltisthe flagship Regional Connectivity Scheme of the Ministry of Civil
Aviation.

2. The scheme will be jointly funded by the central government and state
governments.

3. The scheme is aimed at enhancing connectivity to remote and regional
areas of the country and making air travel affordable.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q The scheme is aimed at enhancing connectivity to remote and regional
areas of the country and making air tra vel affordable.
Q It is a key component of Centreds Nationa
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and launched in June 2016.
Q Under the scheme, nearly half of the seats in Udan flights are offered
at subsidised fares, and the participatin g carriers are provided a
certain amount of viability gap funding (VGF) d an amount shared
between the Centre and the concerned states.
Q The scheme will be jointly funded by the central government and state

governments.
Q The scheme will run for 10 years and can be extended thereafter.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/25/udan -5-1/

15. Consider the following statements about the Participatory Guarantee System
(PGS):
1. The PGS certification is only for farmers or communities that can
organise and perform as a group within a village or a cluster of
contin guous villages.
2. The PGS system is implemented by the APEDA, under the Ministry of
Commerce & Industries.
3. Individual farmers or groups of farmers smaller than five members are
not covered under PGS.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (c)

Explanation:
|
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Q Implemented by the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.
Ensures organic product production adheres to quality standards.
Does not require third  -party certification agencies. Certif  ication is
carried out by local groups consisting of producers and consumers
and is based on trust. Involves a documented logo or statement as
proof of certification.
Q PGS certification is only for farmers or communities that can organise
and perform as ag roup within a village or a cluster of continguous
villages, and is applicable only to farm activities such as crop
production, processing, and livestock rearing, and off -farm processing
oby PGS farmers of their direct productso
Q Individual farmers or group of farmers smaller than five members are
not covered under PGS. They either have to opt for third party
certification or join the existing PGS local group.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/26/certification -of-indian -
organic -products/

16. The SAMARTH campaign is an initiative launched by the
(a) Ministry of Rural Development
(b) Ministry of Science and  Technology
(c) Ministry of Defence
(d) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The SAMARTH campaign is an initiative launched by the Ministry of
Rural Development, Government of India, to promote digital
transactions at the Gram Panchayat level in rural areas.

Q Aim:

" Toincrease the adoption of digital payment methods,

particularly among women, in 50,000 Gram Panchayats across

the country.

It seeks to empower rural communities by enabling them to

participate in the digital economy and access the benefits of
digital transactions.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/26/samarth -campaign/
17. Consider the following statements ab ~ out Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima
Yojana:
1. It offers a life cover of Rs. 2 lakhs for one year to all its account
holders.
2. This scheme can be availed by any individual aged between 18 years
to 70 years.
3. The scheme provides an annual premium of Rs. 120 per an num per
member.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (b)
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Explanation:

Q It offers a life cover of Rs. 2 lakhs for one year to all its account

holders.

Q This scheme can be availed by any individual aged between 18 years

to 70 years.

Q The scheme provides an annual premium of

member.

Programmes for Social Security Cover

Rs. 12 per annum per

.

Context: Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMJJBY), Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Bima Yojana (PMSBY) and Atal Pension Yojana (APY) complete 8 years of providing social
security cover

000

and security for people from the unorganized sector of the country.

@@yhe three schemes were launched in May 2015, to ensure affordable insurance

Comparison of the three schemes:

Q
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/27/all

Scheme Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Pradhan Mantri Atal Pension Yojana
Bima Yojana Jeevan Jyoti Bima
Yojana
Type of Scheme | Accidental insurance Life insurance Pension scheme. The
D i minimum pension is
ég\a - "f’ guaranteed by the _ ‘
O a7 Government. ) N
Objective To provide insurance against | To provide life To provide a pension to
accidental death and disability | insurance at unorganized sector
at affordable rates affordable rates workers
Eligibility Age between 18 to 70 years Age between 18 to | Age between 18 to 40
Criteria 50 years years
Insurance Rs. 2 lakh for accidental death | Rs. 2 lakh for Depends on the
Coverage and full disability, Rs. 1 lakh natural or contribution made by the
for partial disability accidental death subscriber
Premium Rs. 12 per annum Rs. 330 per annum | Depends on the age and
contribution of the
subscriber
Tax Benefits No tax benefits are available Tax benefits Tax benefits available
available under under Section 80CCD
Section 80C
Achievement More than 34 crore enrolment | More than 16 More than 5 crore
Visit Insights 1AS Daily CA crore enrolment enrolment

-in -one-insurance -policy -

plan/

18. Consider the following statements about Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABY):

1. Atal Bhujal Yojana (ATAL JAL) is being implemented as a Central

Sector Scheme.

2. The National Level Steering Committee of the Atal Bhujal Yojana is
chaired by the Prime Minister of India.

3. The purpose of the scheme is to demonstrate community
sustainable groundwater management which can be taken to scale.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

-led
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(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (b)

Explanation

Q Context: The National Level Steering Committee of the Atal
Bhujal Yojana, chaired by the Secretary of the Department of
Water Resources |, has decided to continue the ABY for another two
years beyond 2025, till 2027.

Q Atal Bhujal Yojana (ABHY) is a central sector scheme for sustainable
management of groundwater with community participation.

Q ltenvi sages peopl eds participation through
User Associations®6, water budgeting, prep
Gram -panchayat -wise water security plans, etc.

Q It aims to bring behavioral changes in communities and promotes
demand -side i nterventions for water conservation and smart water
management. It emphasizes reducing water demand in irrigation and
implementing efficient water techniques.

Refer: https: //www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/29/atal -bhujal -yojana -aby/
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
1. What is an aurora?
(a) A type of fish found in the Arctic region.
(b) A type of cloud formation that occurs at high altitudes.
(c) A natural light display in the sky, predominantly seen in high -latitude
regions.
(d) An astronomical event in which two celestial bodies collide.
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q An aurora, also known as the Northern or Southern Lights, is a
natural light display in the sky that predominantly occurs in high -
latitude regions (around the Arctic and Antarctic circles). It is caused
by charged particles (electrons and protons) from the solar wind
colliding with atoms and molecules in the Earth's upper atmosphere.
These collisions produce bright, colorful light emissions that are
visible to the naked eye. The colors of the aurora depend on the type
of gas particles being ionized, with green and pink being the most
common colors. Auroras are most commonly observed at night, but
they can occur during the day as well. They are a beautiful and
fascinating natural phenomenon that has captivated humans for

centuries.
Refer: https://www.insightson india.com/2023/05/04/northern -lights -in -india/
2. Consider the following statements about Thalassemia:
1.1t is an inherited blood disorder caused
enough of a protein called hemoglobin.
2. Thalassemiai s a treatable disorder that can be well -managed with

blood transfusions and chelation therapy.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Thalassemia is an inherited (passed from pa rents to children through
genes) blood disorder caused when the bod
protein called hemoglobin, an important part of RBCs.

Q Thalassemia is a treatable disorder that can be well -managed with
blood transfusions and chelation therapy.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/world -thalassemia -day/
3. Recently, O6Fl uHorsed was in news, is al/lan/the

(a) Endangered species
(b) Emerging infectious disease
(c) ISRO's new mini -rocket
(d) none of the above

Ans: (d)
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Explanation:

Q Context: A new Android mal ware named OFI u
discovered that targets users in Eastern Asia with fake carrier apps
that mimic legitima  te versions, such as the Taiwanese toll collection
app 6ETCO6 and the Vietnamese banking app
Q The malicious apps are designed to extract sensitive information,
including user credentials and Two  -Factor Authentication (2FA)
codes.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/11/fluhorse/

4. Consider the following statements about monkeypox:
1. Mpox is arare disease caused by a virus.
2. Human monk eypox was first identified in 1970 in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo.
3. There is no specific treatment available for Monkeypox infection
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1and 2 only

(d1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Mpox (previously known as monkeypox) is a rare disease caused by a
virus.

Q Firstidentified in 1970 in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
region

Q There is no specific treatment or vaccine available for Monkeypox
infection, but the European Un ion has recommended the Smallpox
Vaccine, Imvanex.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/12/mpox/

5. Consider the following statements:
1. Mitochondria , popularly called the powerhouse of the cell, is an
organelle inside the cell that has its own DNA.
2. Mitochondrial DNA contains the entire genetic information in the cell.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

() 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither1n or 2
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The 2022 Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine has been awarded to
Swedish geneticist Svante Paabo for his research in the field of
genomes of extinct hominins and human evolution. Hominins are
extinct members of the human lineage.
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Q Dr. Paapods groundbreaking research attem
about human evolution. He was able to sequence the genome of
Neanderthal, a species of humans that existed on the earth and went
extinct around 30,000 years ago.
Q Mitochondria, popula rly called the powerhouse of the cell, is an
organelle inside the cell that has its own DNA. Although the
mitochondrial genome is small and only contains a fraction of genetic
information in the cell, it is present in thousands of copies.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/12/mitochondrial -donation -
treatment -mdt/

6. What is the main advantage of using cryogenic pro pellants in rocket
engines?
1. They are more efficient.
2. They are less expensive.
3. They are easier to store.
4. They are less dangerous.
Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 only

(d1,2,3and 4
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q The corre ct answer is A. Cryogenic propellants are more efficient than
other types of propellants because they have a higher specific

impulse.
Q Cryogenic fuels have a higher mass flow rate than fossil fuels and
therefore produce more thrust and power when combusted for use in

an engine. This means that engines will run farther on less fuel
overall than modern gas engines.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/15/semi -cryogenic -engine/

7. Which of the followingis  NOT a characteristic of Saturn?
(a) Itis the second largest planet in the solar system.
(b) It has a ring system made up of ice and rock.
(c) Itis a gas giant.
(d) It has a solid surface.
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q The correct answer is (D). Saturn does not have a solid surface. Itis a
gas giant, which means that it is made up mostly of hydrogen and
helium. The other three options are all characteristics of Saturn.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/16/saturns -moon/

8. Consider the following statements about Aadhaar -enabled Payment System:
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1. Through the business correspondent of any bank employing Aadhaar
verification, it permits online financial transactions at Point -of-Sale
(PoS) and Micro ATMs.
2. It allows fund transfers using only the Aadhaar number.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)
Explanation:
Q Aadhaar -enabled Payment Services (AePS) is a bank  -led model, which
allows online financial transactions at Point -of-Sale (PoS) and Micro
ATMs through the business correspondent of any bank using Aadhaar
authentication

Q The model removes the need for OTPs, bank account details, and
other financial details.
Q It allows fund transfers using only the bank name, Aadhaar number,
and fingerprint captured during Aadhaar enrolment, according to the
National Payments Corporation o f India (NCPI).
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/17/aadhaar -enabled -payment -
system -aeps/

9. Consider the following statements about INDUS -X:
1. Itis a major upcoming initiative of the Ministry of Tourism.
2. It seeks to highlight the hi  storical significance of the Indus Valley
Civilization throughout India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)

Explanation: What is INDUS ~ -X?

Q Itis a major upcoming initiative under the Initiative on Critical and
Emerging Technologies (iCET), with the aim to promote partnerships
and collaboration between the defence innovation ecosystems of both

countries.
Q
Q INDUS -X is focused on advancing high  -tech cooperation and exploring
opportunities  for joint research, development, and production in the
defence sector.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/22/indus -x-under -the -icet/

10. Which of the following statements about arsenic is correct?
(a) Arsenic is anon -metal element found only in liquid form.
(b) Arsenic is a highly reactive metalloid commonly used in electrical
wiring.
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(c) Arsenic is a toxic element that can be found naturally in the Earth's
crust.
(d) Arsenic is a radioactive substance used in nuclear power generation.
Ans: (c)
Explanation:

Q Arsenic is an odourless and tasteless metalloid found naturally in the

earthés crust and Hghlotexic it itsanbrganic | t
for m and can cause arsenic poisoning . Arsenicosis, the
accumulation of high levels of arsenic in the body, leads to adverse
health effects and can result in multi -system organ failure and death.

Efforts have been made under the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development to provide safely managed drinking water free of arsenic
contamination. The Jal Jeevan Mission aims to provide safe drinking
water to all households in rural and urban India by 2024.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/22/arsenic -contamination -2/

11. Non-sugar sweeteners are often used as alternatives to sugar in foods and
beverages. Which of the following is NOT a non -sugar sweetener?
(a) Aspartame
(b) Sucralose
(c) Stevia
(d) Glucose
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Glucose is a sugar, so it is not a non -sugar sweetener. The other
options are all non -sugar sweeteners.
Q@ Common NSS include acesulfame K, aspartame, advantame,
cyclamates, neotame, saccharin, sucralose, stevia and stevia
derivatives.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/22/whos -advice -on-non -sugar -
sweeteners/

12. Which of the following is the most important limitation of radiocarbon
dating?
(a) It can only be used to date organic materials.
(b) It can only be used to date materials that are less than 50,000 years
old.
(c) Itis not accurate for mater ials that have been burned or cooked.
(d) All of the above.
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q All of the options are important limitations of radiocarbon dating.
Radiocarbon dating can only be used to date organic materials, such
as wood, bone, and cloth. It can only be u sed to date materials that
are less than 50,000 years old. And it is not accurate for materials
that have been burned or cooked.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/22/calcium -41/

13. Consider the following statements:

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslAStips 83
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

w


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/22/arsenic-contamination-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/22/whos-advice-on-non-sugar-sweeteners/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/22/whos-advice-on-non-sugar-sweeteners/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/22/calcium-41/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (May- 2023) "’

1. I ndi ads first supercomputer was Al RAWAT.

2. The National Superc omputing Mission is jointly steered by the
Department of Science and Technology (DST) and the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY).

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q I ndiads first supercomputer was PARAM
PARAM Shivay, PARAM Shakti, PARAM Brahma, PARAM Yukti, and
PARAM Sanganak, installed at various institutions in India.
Q The National Supercomputing Mission is jointly steered by the
Department of Science and Technology (DST) and the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY).
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/25/ai -su percomputer -airawat/

14. Cosmic dust particles are made up of which of the following?
(a) Carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen
(b) Silicon, magnesium, and iron
(c) Nitrogen, oxygen, and phosphorus
(d) All of the above
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q About Cosmic dust particles are tiny solid particles that exist in outer
space. They are composed of various materials, including minerals,
metals, ice, and organic compounds.

Shape From spherical to irregular or fractal -like structures.

Size Ranging from nanometers to micrometres

Composition Amorphous silicate (Forsterite) and amorphous carbon
Found in Cosmic dust particles can be found in different
environments, such as interstellar space, planetary systems, and the
atmospheres of planets and  moons.

Q Role played They contribute to the formation of stars and planetary
systems by providing material for accretion. They also scatter and
absorb light, affecting the radiation properties of celestial objects.
Additionally, these particles serve as bui Iding blocks for the formation
of larger objects, such as asteroids, comets, and planets.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/26/cosmic -dust -particles/

0O 10 1O 1O

15. With reference to Small Modular Reactors(SMRs), consider the following
statements:
1. SMRs are advanced nuclear reactors that have a power capacity of
more than 3000 MW(e) per unit.
2. SMRs can be sited on locations not suitable for la rger nuclear power
plants.
|

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA g

800


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/25/ai-supercomputer-airawat/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/26/cosmic-dust-particles/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (May- 2023)

3. There are currently four SMRs in advanced stages of construction in
India.
How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q S3:Indiais working on new  technologies such as the small modular
reactors that can be factory  -built and help make clean energy
transition.

Q S1: Small modular reactors (SMRs) are advanced nuclear reactors
that have a power capacity  of up to 300 MW(e) per unit , Which is
about one -thir d of the generating capacity of traditional nuclear power
reactors. SMRs, which can produce a large amount of low -carbon
electricity, are:

" Small & physically a fraction of the size of a conventional
nuclear power reactor.
Modular & making it possible for s ystems and components to
be factory -assembled and transported as a unit to a location for
installation.
Reactors 0 harnessing nuclear fission to generate heat to
produce energy.

Q S2: Given their smaller footprint, SMRs can be sited on locations not
suitable for larger nuclear power plants.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/27/the -role -of-small -modular -

reactors -in -the -energy -tr ansition/

16. Consider the following statements:

1. The Foucault pendulum is named for Léon Foucault, the French
physicist who first devised the apparatus in the mid -17h century.

2. Foucault pendulum is a deceptively simple devi ce used to illustrate
the earthds rotation.

3. For the first time ever in India, the Foucault pendulum was displayed
to the public at the opening of the new Parliament building in 2023.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (a)

Explanation

Q S1: The Foucault pendulum is named for Léon Foucault (1819 -
1868), the French physicist who first devised the apparatus in the
mid -19th century
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Q S2: I't is a deceptively simple device use
rotation. At the time Foucault set up the first public display of the
pendul um, t he ear t h @lbestablshed fadt. Bim was a w
achievement , i nstead, was to provide a pr
intricate astronomical observations and calculations.
Q S3:Thd s Foucaultds Pendulum is not somethi
one was installed in 1991 at the Inter -Universit y Centre for
Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA) in Pune. When we first
installed it there, we faced some fittings problems which had to be
rectified é The Foucaultdés pendulum at th
has a new design é We haveebeemeteismeng T
avoid any untoward incident, we even developed a prototype, and
installed and tested it at Science City,
Refer: https://www.thehindu.com/sci -tech/science/foucault  -pendulum -new-
parliament -building -ncsm -kolkata/article66904653.ece

17. Consider the following statements:

1. Indiais the only nation in the world with a regional satellite  -based
navigation system.

2. Once fully operational, NavIC open signals are expected to provide
accuracy up to 5 meters, surpassing GPS accuracy.

3. NavlC signals arrive in India at a 45 -degree angle, making them easier
to receive even in congested or obstructed areas.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(&) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None
Ans: (b)
Explanation
Q
Advantages Explanation
Regional India is the only country that has a regional satellite -based
Coverage navigation system (there are four global satellite -based navigation
systems i the American GPS, the Russian GLONASS, the European
Galileo, and the Chinese Beidou
Higher Once fully operational, NavIC open signals are expected to pr ovide
Accuracy accuracy up to 5 meters, surpassing GPS accuracy (20 meters).
Geo- Unlike GPS, NavIC uses satellites in high geo -stationery orbit, ensuring
stationary constant coverage over the designated region.
Satellites
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Improved NavIC signals arrive in India at a 90 -degree angle, making them
Signal easier to receive even in congested or obstructed areas (unlike
Reception GPS).
Indigenous NavlI C is devel oped by | SRO, showcasi
Development capabilities and reducing dependence on for eign systems.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/29/navic -satellite -why -a-

regional -navigation -system -matters -to-india/

18. Consider the following statements:
Statement I: Food fortification helps address nutrient deficiencies in
populations.

Statement Il: Food fortification can improve public health outcomes
and reduce the prevalence of certain deficiencies.

Statement lll: Food fortification is an effective strategy to reach large
populations and improve nutrition.

Statement |IV: Food fortification has no significant impact on the taste
and quality of food products.

Which of the following statements about food for tification benefits is correct?

(a) Statement | and Statement |l
(b) Statement Il and Statement 1lI
(c) Statement |, Statement I, and Statement Il|
(d) Statement Il and Statement IV
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Food fortification refers to the process of adding essential
micronutrients, such as vitamins and minerals, to commonly
consumed foods to address nutrient deficiencies in populations. The
provided statements highlight various benefits of food fortification.

Q Statement 1 is correct because food fortification helps address
nutrient deficiencies, which can arise from limited access to diverse
diets or poor food quality. By fortifying staple foods or commonly
consumed products, such as flour, salt, or cooking oil, with key
nutrients, the fortified foods can help bridge nutrient gaps and
improve overall nutritional status.

Q Statement 2 is correct because food fortification can lead to improved
public health outcomes and reduce the prevalence of certain
deficiencies. By ensuring the availability of essential nutrien ts in the
diet, fortification programs can contribute to the prevention of specific
nutrient deficiencies, such as vitamin A deficiency, iron deficiency
anemia, or iodine deficiency disorders. This, in turn, can have positive
impacts on health, including i mproved immune function, reduced
maternal and child mortality rates, and enhanced cognitive
development.
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Q Statement 3 is correct because food fortification is an effective
strategy to reach large populations and improve nutrition.
Fortification can be imple  mented at a population level, targeting
commonly consumed foods, making it a cost -effective and sustainable
approach to improve nutrient intake across diverse communities. This
strategy allows for the broad and equitable distribution of fortified
foods, re aching a wide range of individuals, including those who may
have limited access to a varied diet or who are vulnerable to nutrient

deficiencies.
Q Statement 4 is incorrect because food fortification, depending on the
fortified nutrient and the food matrix, m ay impact the taste and

quality of food products to some extent. However, technological
advancements and careful formulation can minimize any negative
effects on taste and quality, ensuring that fortified foods remain

acceptable and palatable to consumers. Therefore, Statement 4 is not
included in the correct answer.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/30/food -fortification -benefits -

and -associated -risks/

19. Which of the following statements reflects an ethical consideration regarding
the potential impact of genetically modified (GM) crops on small -scale
farmers in developing countries?

(a) GM crops have the potential to improve the livelihoods of small -scale
farmers by increasing crop yields and reducing susceptibility to pests

(b) Small -scale farmers in developing countries should have the freedom
to choose whether or not to adopt GM crops without external
influ ence.

(c) The introduction of GM crops could lead to the dependency of small -
scale farmers on multinational corporations that control the GM seed
market.

(d) GM crops offer a sustainable and cost  -effective solution for small -
scale farmers to meet the demands of an ever-growing population.

Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q The correct answer is C because it highlights a significant ethical
consideration associated with GM crops and their potential impact on
small -scale farmers in developing countries. The introduction of GM
crops can lead to the control of seed supply by multinational
corporations, which may create a situation where small -scale farmers
become dependent on these corporations for seeds and other
agricultural inputs. This dependency can underm ine the autonomy
and self -sufficiency of small -scale farmers, potentially leading to
socioeconomic and environmental concerns. The ethical consideration
here is related to issues of power, control, and equity in agricultural
systems. Options A, B, and D do not address this specific ethical
concern and instead focus on potential benefits without

acknowledging the potential risks and implications for small -scale
farmers in developing countries.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/31/gm -food-and -sustainable -

food -production/
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20. Which of the following statements about Genetically Modified (GM) food:

1. GM food is created by altering the genetic material of plants or
animals.

2. GM food is extensively tested for safety before it is approved for
commercial use.

3. GM food is banned in all countries due to health concerns.

4. GM food can help increase crop yields and enhance nutritional
content.

5. GM food has no impact on the environment.

6. GM food is labeled as such in all countries.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) Only five
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q 1) GM food is created by altering the genet  ic material of plants or
animals. This statement is true. Genetic modification involves
introducing specific genes into the DNA of organisms to achieve
desired traits.

Q 2) GM food is extensively tested for safety before it is approved for
commercial use. This statement is true. Before GM food is approved
for consumption, it undergoes rigorous testing to ensure it is safe for
human consumption and does not pose any significant risks.

Q 3) GM food is banned in all countries due to health concer ns. This
statement is false. GM food is not universally banned. The regulatory
stance on GM food varies from country to country, with some nations
imposing restrictions while others embrace it.

Q 4) GM food can help increase crop yields and enhance nutrition al
content. This statement is true. Genetic modification can enhance
traits such as pest resistance, drought tolerance, and nutritional
content, leading to increased crop yields and improved nutritional
quality.

Q 5) GM food has no impact on the environment. This statement is false.
The environmental impact of GM food is a subject of debate. While
some argue that GM crops can reduce pesticide use and improve
sustainability, others express concerns about potential risks to
biodiversity and the development of p  esticide -resistant pests.

Q 6) GM food is labeled as such in all countries. This statement is false.
Labeling regulations for GM food vary across countries. Some nations
have mandatory labeling requirements, while others have more
relaxed or no labeling regu lations.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/31/gm -food-and -sustainable -
food -production/
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND ORGANIZATIONS
1. Consider the following statements about International Labour Organization
(ILO):
1. Itwas founded in 1919 under the League of Nations.
2. ltis the first and oldest specialized agency of the UN.
3. ltis headquartered in Geneva, Switze  rland.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q The International Labour Organization (ILO) is a United Nations
agency whose mandate is to advance social and economic justice by
setting international labour standards.

Q Founded in October 1919 under the League of Nations, it is the first
and oldest specialised agency of the UN. The ILO has 187 member
states: 186 out of 193 UN member states plus the Cook Islands. Itis
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, with around 40 field offices
around the world.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/01/labour -day/

2. Consider the following statements.

1. The Beijing Declaration led to the establishment of the New
Development Bank (NDB) by BRICS countries.

2. BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement aims to provide short -term
liquidity support to the members.

3. BRICS Payments Task Force (BPTF) coordinates between the central
banks of BRICS countries for an alternative to the SWIFT payment
system.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(&) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q During the Sixth BRICS Summit in Fortaleza (Brazil) in 2014, the
leaders signed the Agreement establishing the New Development Bank
(NDB & Shanghai, China).

Q They also signed the BRICS Contingent Reserve Arrangement to
provide short -term liquidity support to the membe rs.

Q BRICS Payments Task Force (BPTF) for coordination between their
central banks for an alternative to the SWIFT payment system.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/01 /india _-and -brics/
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3. Recently, which of the following has announced the Innovative Finance
Facility for Climate in Asia and the Pacific (IF -CAP) program to accelerate
climate change financing?
(a) World Bank
(b) United Nations Dev elopment Programme
(c) International Monetary Fund
(d) Asian Development Bank
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Context: The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has announced the
Innovative Finance Facility for Climate in Asia and the Pacific (IF -CAP)
program to accelerate climate  change financing in the region.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/04/adbs -if-cap/

4. In India, why are some nuclear reactors kept under 0l AEA Safeguardsod
others are not?
(a) Some use Uranium and others use thorium.
(b) Some use imported uranium and others use domestic supplies.
(c) Some are operated by foreign enterprises and others are operated by
domestic enterprises.
(d) Some are State - owned and others are privately  -owned.
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q IAEA Safeguards are meant to understand if imported/enriched
uranium is not used for non  -peaceful purposes.
5, The o6-Padiofic Economic Frameworko (I PEF) is
(a) Russia
(b) Japan
(c) Australia
(d) USA
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q The Indo -Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) is an
economic initiative launched by President of the United States Joe
Biden on May 23, 2022. The framework launched with a total of
fourteen participating founding memb er nations in the Indo  -Pacific
region with an open invitation for other countries to join.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/11/indo -pacific -economic -
framework -ipef/

6. Consider the following statements regarding the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA).
1. IAEA is entrusted with the task of upholding the principles of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty of 1970.
2. 1AEA works with its member states and multiple partners worldwide
to promote the safe, secure and peaceful use of nuclear technologies.
3. Established under the UN treaty, the agency reports to both the UN
General Assembly an d the UN Security Council.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
|
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(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 only

(d) 2 and 3 only
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q As the preeminent nuclear watchdog under the UN, the IAEA is
entrusted with the task of upholding the principles of the Nuclear
Non -Proliferation Treaty of 1970. Established as an autonomous
organisation on July 29, 1957, at the height of the Cold War between
the U. S. and the Soviet Uni on, the | AEA <c
member states and multiple partners worl dwide to promote the safe,
secure and peaceful use of nuclear techno
independently of the UN through its own international treaty, the
agency reports to both the UN General Assembly and the Security

Council.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/12/25th -anniversary -of-
pokhran -ii/
7. Consider the following statements regarding UNESCO intangible cultural
heritage list.

1. Intangible cultural heritage ascribes importance to the wealth of
knowledge and skills that is transmitted through it from one
generation to the next.

2. The Convention for the Safeguarding of the intangible cultural
heritag e (ICH) was adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO for
preserving intangible heritage from across the globe.

3. The list officially recognizes the standard of excellence or exclusivity.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q UNESCO defines oOintangibled as oOoexpressio
from one generation to another, have evolved in response to their
environments and contribute to giving us a sense of identity and
continui t y é 6
Q I't ascribes importance to oO0the wealth of
transmitted through it from one generatio
necessitates their preservation. The document states that the
safeguarding of an | CH means naaiwparti ng t ha
of |Iife for todayds generations that they
Q The adoption of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the ICH by the
General Conference of UNESCO in 2003 was a crucial step towards

preserving intangible heritage from acro ss the globe. UNESCOD s
Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity was established in the year
2008.
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Q The list does not attribute or recognize any standard of excellence or
exclusivity.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/15/santiniketan/

8 The intangible cultural heritage that <can be
intangible cultural heritage (ICH) include
1. oral traditions
2. social prac tices
3. knowledge and practices concerning nature
Select the correct answer code:

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Anso6: (d)

Explanation:

Q According to an official document by UNES
heritaged i ntraditiond, pesformimg @ars,social practices,
rituals, festive events, knowledge and practices concerning nature and
the universe or the knowledge and skills to produce traditional
crafts. o
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/15/santiniketan/

9. Consider the following statements:

1. India has ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities.

2. The subject ofi dakllecfamd vmempl oyabl ed i
the state list of the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution.

3. The Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
(DEPwD), Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, has launched
a campaign called "Sugamya Bh  arat Abhiyan" that will be
implemented nationally for the welfare of Persons with Disabilities.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
Q Article 41 of DPSP: State shall make effective provisions in cases of
disablement.
Q 7th schedule: The subject of ©o6relief of t
is specified in the state list of the Seventh Schedule of the
Constitution.
Q India has ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of Pers ons with
Disabilities.

Q Indiais a signatory to the Biwako Millennium Framework and the
Declaration on Full Participation and Equality of People with
Disabilities in the Asia Pacific Region.
-
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Q Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan is the nationwide flagship campaign of the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD),
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/17/g overnment -implements -
rpwd -act-2016/

10. Consider the following statements about International Organization for
Migration (IOM):
1. It is an intergovernmental organization.
2. It was granted Permanent Observer status to the UN Ge neral
Assembly in 1992.
3. Every year, it releases the World Migration Report.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1and 2 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q About IOM is an intergovernmental organization that provides
services and advice concerning migration to governments and
migrants, including refugees, internally displaced persons, and
migrant workers.
Q Origin 10M was established in 1951 as Intergovernmental Committee
for European Migration (ICEM) to help resettle pe ople displaced by
World War IL.
Q Statusin UN It was granted Permanent Observer status to UN
General Assembly in 1992. It is part of the UN now.
Q Major report World Migration Report is published every year.
Rfer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/17/international -organization -
for -migration -iom/

11. Consider the following statements about the World Health Assembly (WH A):
1. Itis the forum through which the World Health Organization (WHO) is
governed by its member states.
2. Itis composed of health ministers from member states.
3. The members of the WHA generally meet every year in May in Geneva
at the Palace of Nations, the | ocation of WHO Headquarters.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(d) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q The World Health Assembly (WHA) is the forum through which the
World Health Organization (WHO) is gove  rned by its 194 member
states. It is the world's highest health policy setting body and is
composed of health ministers from member states.
|
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Q The members of the WHA generally meet every year in May in Geneva
at the Palace of Nations, the location of WHO Headquarters. The main
tasks of the WHA are to decide major policy questions, as well as to
approve the WHO work programme and budget and elect its Director -
General (every fifth year) and annually to elect ten members to renew
part of its executive board.

Q Its main functions are to determine the policies of the Organization,
supervise financial policies, and review and approve the proposed
programme budget.

Refer: https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/25/76th -world -health -

assembly/

12. Consider the following statements about Global Alliance of National Human
Rights Institutions (GANHRI):
1. Itis a specialized agency of the United Nations.
2. It coordinates the relationship between NHRIs and the UN human
rights system.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Formerly known as the International Coordinating Committee of
National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs), GAHNRI is a global
network of NHRIs.

Q Itis constituted as a non  -profit entity (under Swiss law) and
Secretariat support is provided by the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).

Q ltcoordinat es the relationship between NHRIs and the UN human
rights system.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/25/national -human_-rights -
commission/

13. With reference to Asian Development Bank, consider the following

statements
1. It has more than 80 member nations.
2.1t follows the 60One country one Voted sys

3. China is the largest shareholder in ADB.
Which of the statements given above is / are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q S1: ADB now has 68 members, 49 from within Asia.
Q S2:Voting system
[
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ADB follows weighted voting system similar to World Bank
IMF follows Quota system
WTO follows One country One nation
Q As of 2021, Japan is the largest shareholder with a 15.6% stake,
followed by the United States (15.6%), China (6.4%), and India (6.3%).
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/26/industrial -corridor -
development -in-andhra -pradesh/

14. Consider the foll owing statements about UN Peacekeeping Forces:

1. The UN Peacekeeping Forces were established when the UN Security
Council approved the deployment of UN military observers to the
Middle East in 1948.

2. UN peacekeeping forces assist nations in transitioning from war to
peace, carrying out missions approved by the UN Security Council
(UNSC) and the UN General Assembly.

3. The fundamental principles of UN peacekeeping are consent,
impartiality, and the minimum use of force.

How many of the statements given above is/a re correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (c)

Explanation

Q Establishment: The UN Peacekeeping Forces were established when
the UN Security Council approved the deployment of UN military
observers to the Middle East in 1948 ( this year is the 75th
anniversary).

Q Purpose: UN peacekeeping forces assist nations in transitioning from
war to peace, carrying out missions approved by the UN Security
Council (UNSC) and the UN General Assembly.

Q Guiding Principles: Consent of the parties; Impartiality; Non -use of
force exceptin self -defence and defence of the mandate

Q Composition It deploys soldiers, police, and civilian peacekeepers
from around the world to carry out peacekeeping missions.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/30/75 -years -of-un -
peacekeeping -forces/

15. Consider the following Statements:
1. The Indo -Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity is an initiative
aimed at enhancing economic cooperation and growth in the Indo -
Pacific region.
2. The framework focuses on promoting trade, investment, connectivity,
and sustainable development in the region.
3. ltis a collaborative effort involving countries from both the Indo -
Pacific region and other parts of the world.
4. The framework aims to foster arules  -based order and open markets
for the benefit of all participating nations.
As per the above statements, what are the main objectives of the Indo -Pacific
Economic Framewo rk for Prosperity?
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(a) To promote economic cooperation and growth in the Indo -Pacific
region
(b) To establish a regional military alliance
(c) To restrict trade and investment in the Indo -Pacific region
(d) To enhance cultural exchanges and tourism in the Indo -Pacific reg ion
Ans: (a)
Explanation:

Q The Indo -Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity is an initiative

with the primary objective of promoting economic cooperation and
growth in the Indo  -Pacific region. It focuses on enhancing trade,
investment, connectivity, and s ustainable development in the region.
The framework recognizes the importance of collaboration and
involves countries from both the Indo -Pacific region and other parts of
the world. By fostering a rules  -based order and open markets, the
framework aims to ¢ reate an environment that benefits all
participating nations. The objective is to unlock economic potential,
stimulate growth, and facilitate prosperity in the Indo -Pacific region
through cooperative efforts. Therefore, option A is the correct answer
as it aligns with the main objectives of the Indo -Pacific Economic
Framework for Prosperity.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/30/ipef -ministerial _-meeting/
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POLITY

1. With reference to the Constitution of India, prohibitions or limitations or
provisions contained in ordinary laws cannot act as prohibitions or
limitations on the constitutional powers under Article 142. It could mean
which one of the following?

(a) The decisions taken by the Election Commission of India while
discharging its duties cannot be challenged in any court of law.

(b) The Supreme Court of India is not constrained in the exercise of its
powers by laws made by the Parliament.

(c) In the event of a grave financial crisis in the country, the President of
India can declare a Financial Emergency without the counsel from the
Cabinet.

(d) State Legislatures cannot make laws on certain matters without the
concurrence o fthe Union Legislature.

Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q As per Article 142, 0The Supreme Court
jurisdiction may pass such decree or make such order as is nhecessary
for doing complete justice in any cause or matter pending before it,
and any d ecree so passed or orders so made shall be enforceable
throughout the territory of India in such manner as may be
prescribed by or under any law made by Parliament and, until
provision in that behalf is so made, in such manner as the President
may by order pr escr i beod.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/02/article -142/

2. Consider the following statements:

1. Unless Parliament by law provides ot  herwise, all proceedings before
the Supreme Court and in every High Court shall be conducted in
English.

2. The President of India authorizes the use of Hindi/the official
language of the state, in addition to English, for the purpose of any
judgment, decree or order passed by the High Court of that state.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q@ About the Languages to be Used in Courts in India:

Courts
Article Unless Parliament by law provides otherwise, all proceedings before the
348(1)(a) Supreme Court and in every High Court shall be conducted in English.
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Article The Governor of a state may, with the previous consent of the President,

348(2) authorise the use of Hindi or any other language used for any official
purpose, in proceedings in the High Court except for any final judgement,
decree or order (which has to be in English)
E.g., the States of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan a nd Madhya Pradesh
have already authorised the use of Hindi

Official It empowers the Governor of a state to, with the previous consent of the

Languages President, authorise the use of Hindi/the official language of the state, in

Act 1963 addition to  English, for the purpose of any judgement, decree or order
passed by the High Court of that state. However, the judgement should
follow an English translation.

Subordinat Regional language determined by the state government

e Courts

(District

Courts,

etc.)

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/03/use -of-regional -language -in -

courts/

3. Consider the following statements regarding the Comptroller and Auditor

General of India:

1. It was established under Article 148 of the Constit ution of India.

2. The CAG is ranked 9th and enjoys the same status as a sitting judge
of the Supreme Court of India in order of precedence.

3. The CAG is empowered to audit all receipts and expenditure of the

Government of India and the State Governments, inclu ding those of
autonomous bodies and corporations substantially financed by the
Government.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

Ans: (d)

Explanation:
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Q The Comptroller and Auditor General of In dia is the supreme audit
institution of India, established under Article 148 of the Constitution
of India. They are empowered to audit all receipts and expenditure of
the Government of India and the State Governments, including those
of autonomous bodies a nd corporations substantially financed by the
Government.
Q The CAG is ranked 9th and enjoys the same status as a sitting judge
of the Supreme Court of India in order of precedence.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/05/sai20 -blueprint _-for-a-blue -
economy/

4. Article 355 of the constitution of India imposes which of the following duties
on the Central Government?
1. To ensu re that the government of every state is carried on in
accordance with the provisions of the Constitution.
2. To ensure that the finances of each state stay within the prescribed
national limits and assist states in augmenting their fiscal capacity.
Which of the above statements is/are  incorrect ?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Article 355 imposes two duties on the Centre: (a) to protect every state
against external aggression and internal disturbance; and (b) to
ensure that the government of every state is carried on in accordance
with the provisions of the Constitution.

Q Itis this duty in the performance of which the Centre takes over the
government of a state under Article 356 in case of failure of
constitutional machi  nery in state.

Q Statement 2 is incorrect.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/06/article -355-2/

5. Consider the following statements regar ding the President6s

imposed under Article 356 of the Constitution.
1. Every proclamation of Presidentos r
houses of Parliament within a stipulated time.

2. It cannot be imposed without the written recommendation of t he
Governor of the concerned state.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect ?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)
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Q Article 356 empowers the President to issue a proclamation, if he is
satisfied that a situation has arisen in which the government of a
state cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution.
Q Notably, the president can act either on a report of the governor of the
state or otherwise too (ie, even without

Q Aproclamationi mposi ng Presidentds Rule must be
the Houses of Parliament within two months from the date of its

i ssue. I f approved by both the Houses of
Rule continues for six months.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/06/article -355-2/

6. Consider the following statements:
1. The Constitution of India does not define the criteria for recognition of
Scheduled Tr ibes.
2. The Constitution of India empowers the Parliament of India to specify
the Scheduled Tribes (STs) in various states and union territories.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)

Explanat ion:

Q S1: The Constitution does not define the criteria for recognition of
Scheduled Tribes.
Q However, Article 366(25) of the Constitution only provides process to
define Scheduled Tribes: 0Scheduled Tribe
tribal communities or  parts of or groups within such tribes or tribal
communities as are deemed under Article 342 to be Scheduled Tribes
for the purposes of this Constitution. o
Q Article 342(1): The President may with respect to any State or Union
Territory, and where itis a Sta  te, after consultation with the
Governor, by a public notification, specify the tribes or tribal
communities or part of or groups within tribes or tribal communities
as Scheduled Tribe in relation to that State or Union Territory.
Q S2: The Constitution empo  wers the President to specify the Scheduled
Tribes (STs) in various states and union territories. Further, it permits
Parliament to modify this list of notified STs.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/power -to-direct -changes -in -
sts -list/

7. Consider the following statements:
1. Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) is a statutory body
established under the Bur  eau of Indian Standards Act, 2016.
2. Food Safety and Standards Authority of India is a statutory body
established under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare,
Government of India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
|
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(b) 2 only

(c) Bothlan d2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA)
Central Consumer Protection Authority (founded 2019; HQ:
New Delhi; Ministry: Ministry of Consumer Affairs Food and
Public Distribution) is a regulatory authority set up under
Section 10 of the Consumer Protection Act, 2019 in relation to
matters affecting the rights of consumers by individuals or
entities
Q Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
FSSAI (founded 2008; HQ: New Delhi) is a statutory body
established under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare,
Government of India. The FSSAI has been established under
the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006, which is a
consolidating statute related to food safety and regulation in
India.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/12/misleading -food-ads-and -
regulations -to-curtail -them/

8. Consider the followin g statements:
1. First All India Whips Conference was organized in 1952.

2. The All India Whips Conference is organized by the Vice -President of
India.

3. India inherited the concept of the whip from the British parliamentary
system.

Which of the given above statem ents is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1 and 2 only
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Statl and 2: First All India Whips Conferencewas organized at Indore
in 1952, in the very first year of general elections to the First Lok
Sabha.

Q Organizing the All India Whips Conferenceis one of the functions
assigned to the Ministry of Parliamentary affairs, under Government
of India (Allocation of Business) Rules, 1961 made under article 77(3)
of the Constitution.

Q Stat3: India inherited the concept of the whip fro m the British
parliamentary system.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/13/constitution -bench -verdict -

in -shiv -sena-case/

9. Consider the following statements:
1. The term 0O0Of fi c edefimddinthh Copsiitutionsof vdia.| |
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2. The Two -line whip is issued to members directing them to vote as per
the party line.
Which of the given above statements is/are co rrect?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Statl: The 0Office of whipd is mentioned
India nor in the Rules of the House nor in a Parliamentary Statute. It
is based on the conventions of the parlia mentary government.
Q Stat2: There are three types of whips or instructions issued by the
party
Q One-line whip: Issued to inform members of a party about a vote. It
allows a member to abstain in case they decide not to follow the party
line.
Q Two-line whip: Issued to direct the members to be present in the
House at the time of voting.
Q Three-line whip: Issued to members directing them to vote as per the
party line.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/13/constitution -bench -verdict -
in -shiv -sena-case/

10. Consider the following statements:

1. The Constitution (69th Amendment) Act, 1991 inserted Article 239 AA
in t he Constitution, giving special status to Delhi and establishing an
Administrator and a Legislative Assembly.

2. The Assembly has the power to make laws for the NCT of Delhi,
except for police, public order, and land.

3. The L-G has dual control and can either act on the aid and advice of
the Council of Ministers or refer a difference of opinion to the
President.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(&) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1and 2 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q About Article 239 AA
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The Constitution (69th Amendment) Act, 1991 inserted Article
239 AA in the Constitution, giving special status to Delhi and
establishing an Administrator and a Legislative Assembly. The
Assembly has the power to make laws for the NCT of Delhi,
except for polic e, public order, and land. The L -G has dual
control and can either act on the aid and advice of the Council
of Ministers or refer a difference of opinion to the President.
This power tussle between the elected government and the L -G
has been a point of con tention.

Q How UTs are administered?

" The Union Territories (UTs) in India are administered by the
President through an appointed administrator, who represents
the President and exercises administrative powers in the UT.
The judiciary in the UTs is governed by the Constitution and
laws made by the Parliament. In some UTs, such as Delhi and
Puducherry, the administrator holds significant powers,
including the ability to make laws and regulations for the UT,

while in others, t he admi ndtetrator 0s
providing advice to the elected government.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/13/delhi -government -case-vs-

la/

11. Anu radha Bhasin v. Union of India case was in news recently, is related:
(a) Sexual harassment at workplace
(b) Forced child labour
(c) National pension scheme
(d) None of the above
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q The Supreme Court issued notice  -seeking compliance with the
judgment of the Apex Court in Anuradha Bhasin v. Union of India and
Ors, wherein it had laid down guidelines with respect to the internet
shutdown.
Q Background:
The main petition was filed by Anuradha Bhasin, which
challenged the curbs on the internet, media, and othe r
prohibitions imposed in the Kashmir region following the
abrogation of the special status of J&K.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/13/anura dha -bhasins -case-
internet -shutdown/

12. The Government of India Act of 1919 clearly defined
(a) the separation of power between the judiciary and the legislature
(b) the jurisdiction of the central and provincial governments
(c) the powers of the Secretary of State for India and the Viceroy
(d) None of the above
Ans: (b)

Explanation:
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Q It relaxed the central control over the provinces by demarcating and
separating the central and provincial subjects. The central and
provinci al legislatures were authorised to make laws on their
respective list of subjects. However, the structure of government
continued to be centralised and unitary.

Q It further divided the provincial subjects into two parts i transferred
and reserved, which iswh  at we know as diarchy.

Q Source: Laxmikanth & Indian Polity & Chapter 1 (Historical
Background)

13. Consider the following statements :

1. The Rajya Sabha has no power either to reject or to amend a Money
Bill

2. The Rajya Sabha cannot vote on the Demands for Grants.

3. The Rajya Sabha cannot discuss the Annual Financial Statement.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Only the Lok Sabha can vote on the demand for grants.

Q Rajya Sabha can only keep a money bill for not more than 14 days,
before which the bill should be either returned to Lok Sabha with
recommendations, or passed by the Rajya Sabha. In case of a
disagreement between both the houses, the bill is deemed passed in
the form itw as passed by Lok Sabha.

Q Every year the budget (annual financial statement as mentioned in
the constitution) is discussed by the Rajya Sabha.

Q Source: Laxmikanth 8 Indian Polity 8 Chapter 22 (Parliament)

14. The provisions in the Fifth Schedule and Sixth Schedul e in the Constitution
of India are made in order to

(a) protect the interests of Scheduled Tribes

(b) determine the boundaries between states

(c) determine the powers, authorities, and responsibilities of Panchayats

(d) protect the interests of all the border States

Ans; (a)

Explanation:

Q Option Cis incorrect because it excludes the fifth and sixth schedule
areas from the application of the Panchayati Raj system. This is to
ensure that the local tribal practices, customs, religious laws, social
and political institutions a  re not tampered with.

Q Instead, the act known as PESA, 1996 extends the panchayati raj
system to the tribal areas.

15. Which of the following states' tribal areas are administered under the sixth
schedule's provisions?

1. Assam

2. Meghalaya
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3. Tripura
4. Manipur
Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1,2 and 4 only
(d) 1, 3and 4 only

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

Q The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution provides for the administration
of tribal areas in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mi zoramto
safeguard the rights of the tribal population in these states.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/18/matrilineal -meghalaya/

16. Consider the following statements:

1. InIndia, the right to protest is a fundamental right under Article 19 of
the Constitution.

2. The Supreme Court, inthe ¢ ase of Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan
vs Union of India, laid down guidelines for regulating protests and
demonstrations.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Context: The Andhra Pradesh High Court recently struck down a
government order that aimed to regulate public meetings,
processions, and assemblies on roads, highways, and streets.

Q The Supreme Court, in the case of Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan
vs Union of India, laid  down guidelines for regulating protests and
demonstrations.

Q These guidelines include regulating the intended number of
participants, prescribing minimum distances, imposing restrictions
on certain routes, and disallowing the carrying of weapons.

Q Inlindia, the rightto protestis a fundamental right under Article 19 of
the Constitution. However, the right to strike is not a fundamental
right but a legal right, protected by specific labour laws and
regulations.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/22/freedom -to-protest/

17. Which principle among the following was added to the Directive Principles of

Stat Policy by the 42nd Amendment to the Constitution?
(a) Equal pay for equal work for both men and women
(b) Participation of workers in the management of industries
(c) Right to work, education and public assistance
(d) Securing living wage and human conditions of work to workers

Ans: (b)

|
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Explanation:

Q The 42nd Amendment added new Directive Principles, viz Article 39A,
Article 43A and Article 48A.

Q Article 43A deals with 6Participation of
i ndustriesod.

Q http://indiacode.nic.in/coiweb/amend/amend42.htm

18. One of the implications of equali  ty in society is the absence of

(a) Privileges

(b) Restraints

(c) Competition

(d) Ideology

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Article 18 of the constitution justifies this. Under Right to Equality,
A18 abolishes titular privileges (except military or academic) granted
to citizens of | ndia.

19. Consider the following statements about the Ordinance:

1. Article 123 of the Indian Constitution empowers the President to
promulgate Ordinances during recess of Parliament.

2. If the government fails to get an Ordinance ratified by the Parliament,
it wil | lapse at the expiration of 6 weeks from the reassembly of
Parliament.

3. If an Ordinance is issued solely to bypass the Parliament, the
Presidentds decision to promulgate the Or
the court.

Which of the statements given above is/a re correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Article 123 of the Indian Constitution empowers the President [Article
213 0 Governor] to promulgate Ordinances during recess of
Parliament.

Q Ifthe government fails to get an Ordinance ratified by the Parliament,
it will lapse at the expiration of 6 weeks from the reassembly of
Parliament. Maximum life of an Ordinance = 6 months (recess) + 6

weeks
Q RC Cooper Case 1970: If an Ordinance is issued solely to bypass the
Par | i ament, the Presidentds decision to pr

be challenged.

Q D C Wadhwa v. State of Bihar 1986: If the Government ignores the
legislature and repromulgate an Ordinance, it would be a colourable
exercise of power.
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Q Krishna Kumar Singh v . State of Bihar 2017: Reiterated that the
Governords power to issue an Ordinance 1is
emergency power. Repeated re -promulgations without bringing the
Ordinance to the legislature would be unconstitutional.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/24/power -to-promulgate -re-
promulgate -ordinances/

20. Which one of the following best describes the ter m O0forum shoppingdo?

(a) the deliberate decision taken by parties or solicitors to present their
case before a specific judge or court in the hopes of getting a better
result

(b) the petitioners attempting to have their cases heard by a specific
judge or courtin o rder to obtain a favourable order

(c) act of abstaining from participation in an official action such as a
legal proceeding due to a conflict of interest of the presiding court
official or administrative officer

(d) none of the above

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Thepractice of oO0bench huntingdé refers to p
have their cases heard by a specific judge or court in order to obtain a
favourable order.
Q Forum shopping refers to the practice of litigants or lawyers
deliberately selecting a particular jud ge or court where they believe
the judgment will be more favourable to their case. This practice
involves choosing a court that is likely to provide the most favourable
outcome, rather than following the standard legal process.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/24/forum -shopping/
21. Consider the following statements about About e -Vidhan:
1. Itis a Mission Mode Project (MMP) under the Digi tal India
Programme.

2. ltis being implemented by the Ministry of Science and Technology
with technical support from the National Informatics Centre.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(&) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)

Expl anation:

Q Itis a Mission Mode Project (MMP) under the Digital India Programme
being implemented by the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs (MoPA)
with technical support from the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology (MietY). It is a Central Spon sored Scheme. It
aims to digitize and bring all the legislatures of the country together,
in one platform thereby creating a massive data depository.
Refer: htt ps://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/24/national -e-vidhan -
application -neva/
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22. Local self -government can be best explained as an exercise in
(a) Federalism
(b) Democratic decentralization
(c) Administrative delegation
(d) Direct demaocracy
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Option B: Decentralization and grass roots empowerment are the core
guiding principles of local self  -government as under 73rd and 74th
constitutional amendment. For e.g. Gram Panchayats can sanction
sanitation and welfare pr  ojects on their own.

Q Option A: Local bodies are not federal entities as is the position of
states in India.

Q Option C: This isnd6t administrative
government bodies are political entities that are elected directly (or
indirectly) by people and managed by their representatives.

Q Option D: Since it involves election and indirect decision making by
peopleds representatives, there can
decisions are made directly by the people).

23. The Parliament of India  exercises control over the functions of the Council of
Ministers through

1. Adjournment motion

2. Question hour

3. Supplementary questions

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Statement 1. Matters of urgent importance can be raised in
Adjournment motion.
Q Statement 2 and 3: MPs hold the executive accountable by asking
guestions, and supplementary questions.
24. Consider the following:
1. The River Boards Act
2. The Inter -State Water Disputes Act
Which of the above law/laws has/have been enacted by the Parliament of
India?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans:(c)

Explanation: The Parliament has enacted the two laws:

Q The River Boards Act (1956):
-]
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It provides for the  establishment of river boards by the Central
government for the regulation and development of Inter -State
River and river valleys.
A River Board is established on the request of state
governments concerned to advise them.
Q The Inter -State Water Disputes Act  (1956):
" It empowers the Central government to set up an ad hoc
tribunal for the adjudication of a dispute between two or more

states in relation to the waters of an inter -state river or river
valley.
The decision of the tribunal is final and binding on th e parties

to the dispute.
Neither the Supreme Court nor any other court is to have
jurisdiction in respect of any water dispute which may be
referred to such a tribunal under this Act.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/26/water -dispute -between -
andhra -pradesh -and -telangana/

25. Consider the following statements:

1. An Ordinance shall have the same force and effect as an Act of
Parliament.

2. If the government fails to get an Ordinance ratified by the Parliament,
it will lapse at the expiration of 6 weeks from the reassembly of
Parliament.

3. If an Ordinance is issued solely to bypass the Parliament, the
President 6 s deci sion to promulgate the Ordine

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q S1: An Ordinance shall have the same force and effect as an Act of
Parliament. However, the government is required to bring an
Ordinance before Parliament for ratification.

Q S2:Ifthe government fails to get an Ordinance ratified by the
Parliament, it will lapse at the expiration of 6 weeks from the
reassembly of Parliam ent. Maximum life of an Ordinance = 6 months
(recess) + 6 weeks

Q The Ordinance may lapse earlier 9 if the President withdraws it or if
both Houses pass resolutions disapproving it (imply that the
government has lost majority.)

Q S3: RC Cooper Case 1970: Ifan  Ordinance is issued solely to bypass
the Parl i ament, the Presidentds decisi on
can be challenged.

D C Wadhwa v. State of Bihar 1986: If the Government ignores
the legislature and repromulgate an Ordinance, it would be a
coloura ble exercise of power.
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Krishna Kumar Singh v. State of Bihar 2017: Reiterated that
the Governords power to issue an Ordin
an emergency power. Repeated re -promulgations without
bringing the Ordinance to the legislature would be
uncon stitutional.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/27/the -national -capital -
territory -of-delhi -amendment -ordinance -2023/

26. Consider the following statements:

1. Article 74 of the Indian Constitution states that there should be a
Council of Ministers, and the Prime Minister is the head of the
Council.

2. Article 138 of the Indian Constitution deals with the review of
judgments or orders by the Supreme Court.

3. Article 143 of the Indian Constitution directs the civil and judicial
bodies to assist the Supreme Court.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Important Articles of the Indian Constitution discussed above

Article It provides for a Council of Ministers which shall aid the President in

74 the exercise of the Presidentds funct.i

Article It empowers the President to promulgate ordinances during the recess of

123 Parliament (when either/both the houses of the parliament are not in
session).

Article It deals with the review of judgments or orders by the Supreme

137 Court.

Article It stipulates that the  law declared by the Supreme Court shall be binding

141 on all Courts within the territory of India.

Article All authorities, civil and judicial, in the territory of India, shall act in

144 aid of the Supreme Court.

Article The Legislative Assembly of the NCT can make laws on all the matters in

239AA(3)( the State List/Concurrent List [except police, public order and land].

a)
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Article The Parliament may in the exercise of its constituent power amend by way
368 of addition, variation or  repeal any provision of the Constitution in
accordance with the procedure laid down in this article.

Refer: https://www.insightso nindia.com/2023/05/27/the -national -capital -
territory -of-delhi -amendment -ordinance -2023/

27. Consider the following statements about Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority:
1. The Insurance Regulatory and Development Au thority of India (IRDAI)
is a statutory body under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Finance.
2. It was established in 1999 based on the recommendations of the
Indian government OASIS report.
3. The agency's headquarters are in Chennai, Tamil Nadu, where it
moved from Delhi in 2001.
How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(&) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI)
is a statutory body under the j urisdiction of Ministry of Finance
Government of India and is tasked with regulating and licensing the
insurance and re -insurance industries in India. It was constituted
by the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority Act,

1999, an Act of Parliame nt passed by the Government of India.

Q The agency's headquarters are in Hyderabad, Telangana, where it

moved from Delhi in 2001.

Q IRDAIlisa 10 -member body including the chairman, five full -time and
four part -time members appointed by the government of India
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/27/all -in-one-insurance -policy -

plan/

28. Consider the following  statements:

1. All contracts made in the exercise of executive power must be clearly
stated to be made by the President of India or the Governor of a State.

2. Neither the President nor the Governor shall be personally liable for
any contract or assurance made o r executed in accordance with
Article 299.

3. Article 299 does not grant the government immunity from the
application of statutory laws when entering into contracts.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) None
Ans: (c)
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Explanation:

Q Avrticle 299 specifies the manner in which government contracts

should be concluded and executed. The objective of this article is to

ensure that contracts made by agents acti

behalf adhere to a defined procedure to prevent unauthorized or

illegitimate contracts that may deplete public funds.

Q Provision Explanation
" Contracts must be expressed to be made by
President/Governor  All contracts made in the exercise of
executive power must be clearly stated to be made by t he
President of India or the Governor of a State.
Execution of contracts Contracts and assurances of
property made in the exercise of executive power shall be
executed on behalf of the President or Governor by persons
authorized by them.
Personal liability exemption Neither the President nor the
Governor shall be personally liable for any contract or
assurance made or executed in accordance with Article 299.
Exemption for persons executing contracts Individuals
executing contracts on behalf of the President or Governor
shall also not be personally liable for those contracts.
Compliance with statutory law Article 299 does not grant the
government immunity from the application of statutory laws
when entering into contracts. The government is still bound by
app licable laws.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/31/evergreening -of-loans/
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HISTORY, ART AND CULTURE

1. With reference to cult ural history of India, consider the following statements

1. Most of the Tyagaraja Kritis are devotional songs in praise of Lord
Krishna.
2. Tyagaraja created several new ragas.
3. Annamacharya and Tyagaraja are contemporaries.
4. Annamacharyaldrtanas are devotional songs in praise of Lord
Venkateshwara.
Which of the statements given above are correct?

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 4 only

(c) 1,2and 3

(d) 2,3and 4
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Statementl:Ta apfFkaAnnamfFcfFrya (or Annramayya) W
century Hindu saint and is the earliest known Indian musician to
compose songs called sankirtanas in praise of the god Venkateswara,
a form of Vishnu. Hence S1 is incorrect.

Q Statement 2: Tyagaraja took music training from
Sonti Venkat ar amay y a stopBiom fromttakimgtmusital d n 6 t
inspirations from various earlier poets. He was an ardent devotee of
lord Rama. In his praise and honour he wrote nhumerous musical
operas, and about twenty four thousand songs, a claim that has been
speculated among music hist  orians. Hence, S2 is correct.

Q Statement 3: Tyagaraja was born on 14th May 1767 in the village of
Thiruvayaru in the Thanjavur district of Tamil Nadu whereas
TaapfFkaAnnamfFcFrya (or AnnamaApsla50p3) ( 22 May
was a 15th -century Hindu saint. He  nce, statement 3 is incorrect.

Q Statement4:Ta apfFkaAnnamfFcFrya (or Annamayya) (
4 April 1503) was a 15th  -century Hindu saint and is the earliest
known Indian musician to compose songs called sankirtanas in praise
of the god Venkateswara, af orm of Vishnu. Hence, S4 is correct.

2. Thewell-k nown painting o0Bani Thani é6 belongs to th

(a) Bundi school

(b) Jaipur school

(c) Kangra school

(d) Kishangarh school

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q BaniThaniis an Indian miniature painting painted by Nihal Chand
from the Marwar  school of Kishangarh. It portrays a woman who is
el egant and graceful. The paintingds subj
and poet in Kishangarh in the time of kingSawant Singh (1748 01764).
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Q She has been compared to the Mona Lisa. Inspired by Radha,
BaniThani is characterized by idealized distinct features such as
arched eyebrows, lotus -like elongated eyes and pointed chin. This
painting was featured in an Indian stamp issued in 1973.

Q Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bani_Thani

3. Consider the following state  ments:

1. InIndia, the first Labour Day was celebrated on May 1, 1923, in
Madras.

2. The Labour Kisan Party of Hindustan hosted the first official Labour
Day celebration in India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q InIndia, Labour Day was commemorated for the first time in 1923.
The Labour Kisan Party of Hindustan hosted the first official Labour
Day celebration in India on May 1 in Chennai, Tamil Nadu.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/01/labour -day/

4. In which Indian state was the ancient sea port '‘Muziris' located?
(a) Maharashtra
(b) Kerala
(c) Tamil Nadu
(d) Gujarat
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Context: The archaeological site of Pattanam, on the southwestern
coast in Keralads Ernakulam district,
ancient port city of the Muziris.

vii. Lothal

ii. Bhrigukachha/ Barygaza
i. Bhagatrav

viii. Sopara

x. Mamallapuram/ Mahabalipuram .
. Arikamedu/ Poduka v
Q Jiv. Puhar/ Kaveripattinam e {

L4 s o
Muziris

Q
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/02/muziris/

5. Consider the following statements regarding Chola Kingdom.
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1. The Chola kingdom was confined only to the present -day Tamil Nadu
and parts of Karnataka .
2. The Chola dynasty was founded by the king Vijaylaya.
3. Rashtrakutas and Chalukyas were contemporaries to the Chola
Kingdom.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(8 1and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(¢c) 1and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q The Chola kingdom stretched across present -day Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
and parts of Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. During the period of the
Chol asd rise and fal/ (around 9th to 12th
dynasties of the region would also come and go, such as the
Rashtrakutas of the Deccan who defeated the Cholas, and the
Chalukyas of the Andhra Pradesh region whom the Cholas frequently
battled.

Q The dynasty was founded by the king Vijaylaya.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/02/shilabhattarika/

6. The ruling monarchs of which of these three chiefdoms were together called
as muventars
(a) Hoysalas, Kakatiyas and Nayakas
(b) Chalukyas, Rashtrakutasa  nd Western Chalukyas
(c) Satavahanas, Pallavas and Kadambas
(d) Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q The ruling monarchs of three chiefdoms of the Cheras, Cholas and
Pandyas together were called muventars.

Q The Cholas ruled over the fertile Kaveri basin with Uraiyur as its
capital and the important port was Puhar or Kaveripattinam. The
most important ruler of this kingdom was Karikal.

Q The Pandyas ruled over the pastoral and littoral parts with Madurai

as capital and Korkai as important port. Nedunje liyan was the most
famous king.

Q The Cheras controlled the hilly region in the west with Vaniji or Karur
as its capital and Muciris as the well -known port.

Q Ashokan edicts also mention the muventars.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/02/shilabhattarika/

7. Consider the following statements:
1. They developed the Vesara style of architecture.
2. Their structural temples exist at Aihole, Badami an d Pattadakal.
3. Their administration was highly centralized.
The above statements most accurately refer to?

(a) Cholas
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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(b) Chalukyas

(c) Cheras

(d) Pandyas
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Administration: The Chalukya administration was highly centralized
unlike that of the Pallavas a  nd the Cholas. Village autonomy was
absent under the Chalukyas. Architecture: The Chalukyas were great
patrons of art. They developed the vesara style in the building of
structural temples. However, the vesara style reached its culmination
only under the R ashtrakutas and the Hoysalas. Cave temple
architecture was also famous under the Chalukyas. Their cave
temples are found in Ajanta, Ellora and Nasik. The best specimens of
Chalukya paintings can be seen in the Badami.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/02/shilabhattarika/

8.

Consider the following statements about Chalukyas.
1. The Chalukya administration was highly decentralized.
2. They developed the dravidian style in the building of structural
temples.
3. Their cave temples are found in Ajanta, Ellora and Nasik.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d1,2and 3
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The Chalukya administration was highly centralized unlike that of the
Pallavas and the Cholas. Village autonomy was ab sent under the
Chalukyas.

Q The Chalukyas were great patrons of art. They developed the vesara
style in the building of structural temples. However, the vesara style
reached its culmination only under the Rashtrakutas and the
Hoysalas.

Q Cave temple architectu re was also famous under the Chalukyas. Their
cave temples are found in Ajanta, Ellora and Nasik.

The best specimens of Chalukya paintings can be seen in the Badami.

Q
Refer: https: //www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/02/shilabhattarika/

<

With reference to the history of India, the terms Kulyavapa and dronavapa
denote

(a) Measurement of land

(b) Coins of different monetary value

(c) Classification of urban  land

(d) Religious rituals
Ans: (a)

Explanation:
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Q According to epigraphic evidence, we have references of measurement

unitssuchas 00 Kul yavapadé, odronavapaod, oOadhavaj
from Bengal, ni vratanadé and Obhumi é from
onivartanagaamdt@awafrom Western |India.

10. Consider the following statements about Rang Ghar:
1. Itwas known as the Palace of Distinction during the rule of Shah

Jahan.
2. ltoriginally served as a part of the imperial harem.
Which of the statements given above is/are correc t?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)

Explanation: About Rang Ghar:

Q Rang Ghar is a historical two  -story amphitheatre, built during the

reign of Swargadeo Pramatta Singha in the mid -18th century and
served as a royal pavilion and  amphitheatre during the Ahom
dynasty. It is considered Asiabds first am

unique octagonal shape and architectural features, including an
inverted boat -shaped roof topped with stone crocodiles.
Refre: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/05/rang -ghar/

11. With reference to the religious history of India, consider the following
statements:
1. Sautrantika and Sammitiya were the s ects of Jainism.
2. Sarvastivadin held that the constituents of phenomena were not
wholly momentary, but existed forever in a latent form.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Statement 1: These are sects of Buddhism.

Q Statement 2: While, like all Buddhists, the Sarvastivadins consider
everything empirical to be impermanent, they maintain that the
dharma factors are eternally existing realities.

Q The dharmas are thought to function m omentarily, producing the
empirical phenomena of the world, which is illusory, but to exist
outside the empirical world.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/06/vaisakh -purnima/
12. With reference to the religious history of India, consider the following
statements :
1. The concept of Bodhisattva is central to the Hinayana sect of
Buddhism.
2. Bodhisattva is a compassionate one on his way to enlightenment.
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3. Bodhisattva delays achieving his own salvation to help all sentient
beings on their path to it.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 2 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Statement 1: It is central to the Mahayana sect of Buddhism.
Q Innon -Mahayana Buddhism, it usually refers either to Maitreya, the
Buddha of the Future, or to the historical Buddha Gautama prior to
his enlightenment.
Q Statement 2 and 3: A bodhisattva is literally a living being (sattva)
who aspires to enlightenment (bodhi) and carries out altruistic
practices. The bodhisattva ideal is central to the Mahayana Buddhist
tradition as the individual who seeks enlightenment both for him - or
herself and for others. Clearly 2 is correct.
Q Compassion, an empathetic sharing of the sufferings of others, is the
bodhi sattvads greatest characteristic.
Q Itis held that the bodhisattva makes four vows expressing a
determination to work for the happiness o
innumerable sentient beings are, | vow to save them; however
inexhaustible the passions are, | vow to master them; however
limitless the teachings are, | vow to study them; however infinite the

Buddha -t r ut h i s, I vow to attain it.o
Q Clearly 3 is correct.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/06/vaisakh -purnima/

13. Consider the following:
1. Deification of the Buddha
2. Treading the path of Bodhisattvas
3. Image worship and rituals
Which of the above is/are the features/ features of Mahayana Buddhism?

(&) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
Q All three are major features.
Q Buddhas and bodhisattvas are centr al el em
MahFy Fnaods vnaedtcdsmologyxwithavarious Buddhas and
bodhisattvas residing in different worlds and buddha -fields.

Q Thisis shown through the depiction of buddhas and bodhisattvas
through image worship and rituals in monasteries and viharas.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/06/vaisakh -purnima/
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14. With reference to the religious history of India, consider the following
statements:
1. Sthaviravadins bel ong to mahayana Buddhism
2. Lokottaravadin sect was an offshoot of Mahasanghika sect of
Buddhism
3. The deification of Buddha by Mahasanghikas fostered the mahayana
Buddhism
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q S1: They were Theravadins.
Q S2: The Maghmhfsfs school was first | ocated i

and spread also to southern I ndia, with ¢
NFgFrjunlatko texts were writ teedividedimtoPr Fkr i t .
several subsects, of which the best known

called because of its views on lokottara).

Q The LokottaravfFda was one of the early Bu
Mahayana doxol ogical sources conrguand ed by
others

Q S3: The Mahkasdelieved in a plurality of buddhas who are
supramundane (lokottara) and held that what passed for Gautama
Buddha in his earthly existence was only an apparition.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/06/vaisakh -purnima/

15. Consider the following facts:
1. It originated 2,000 years ago in various parts of South India
2. ltis a popular bifacial drum used as an ac companiment in South
Indian Classical music, particularly Carnatic music
3. ltis held across the lap and played on both ends with the hands and
fingers
Identify the correct instrument based on the above facts?

(a) Timpani

(b) Marimba

(c) Tabla

(d) Mrdanga
Ans: (d)

Explanation:About the Mridangam:

Origin It originated 2,000 years ago in various parts of South India
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Usage It is a popular bifacial drum used as an accompaniment in
South Indian Classical music, particularly Carnatic music

Playing Method Itis held across the lap and played on both ends with the
hands and fingers

Similar Instrument Mrdanga, Pakhawaj, and Tannumai. The Pakhavaj is a similar
instrument played in the Hindustani tradition of northern India,
Pakistan, and Bangladesh

Making Process The body is scooped out of a single block of wood, preferably
Jack Wood or Redwood. It is shaped like a barrel with the right
head slightly smaller than the left.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/06/mridangam/

16. Consider the following statements regarding Marathas
1. The revenue system of Shivaji was based on that of Malik Amber of
Ahmadnagar.
2. Shivaji increased the powers of the existing deshmuks and kulkarnis.
3. Chauth and sardeshm ukhi were the taxes collected in the Maratha
kingdom.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 3 only

(d) 2 and 3 only
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

The revenue system of Shivaji was based on that of Malik Amber of
Lands were measured by using  the measuring rod called

Shivaji reduced the powers of the existing deshmuks and

Chauth and sardeshmukhi were the taxes collected not in the

Maratha kingdom but in the neighbouring territories of the Mughal
empire or Deccan sultanates.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/09/samarth -ramdas -and -
chhatrapati -shivaji -maharaj/

Q
Q
Q
Q

17. With reference to Saint Samarth R amdas, which one of the following
statements is not correct?
(a) He was a devotee of Hindu deities Rama and Hanuman.
(b) He has influenced Hindu nationalist thinkers across the years like
Lokmanya Tilak and VD Savarkar.

(c) Samarth Ramdas was Maratha ruler Chhatrapati Shivajids g
(d) Samarth Ramdas and sixth Sikh Guru Hargobind are contemporaries.

Ans: (c)

Explanation:
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Q There is no historical evidence to verify the fact that Samarth Ramdas
was the guru of Chhatrapati Shivaji.
Q Samarth Ramdas (1608 ¢ 1681) was a Hindu saint, philosopher, poet,
writer and spiritual master.
Q A devotee of Lord Ram and Hanuman, he has influenced Hindu
nationalist thinkers across the years like Lokmanya Tilak, KB
Hedgewar and VD Savarkar.
Q His Maruti Stotra is still commonly recited b y school children as well
as wrestlers akharas across Maharashtra.
Q Once a Maratha saint, Samarth Ramdas during his rambles in Northern
India, happened to meet Guru Hargobind at Srinagar in about 1634.
Fully armed and riding a horse, the Guru had just retur ned from an
excursion. "l had heard that you occupied the Gaddi of Guru Nanak",
said Swami Ramdas LINK
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/09/samarth -ramdas -and -
chhatrapati -shivaji -maharaj/

18. Consider the following statements about Sant Tukaram:
1. He was the contemporary of Shivaji.
2. He made the Vithoba cult popular.
3. He is credited with starting the Wari pilgrimage.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

He was the contemporary of Shivaji.

He is considered as the greatest Maratha Bhakthi reformer.

He made the Vithoba cult

He composed devotional songs on  Vithalswamy called as Abhangs.
He preached the message of equality and universal brotherhood.
Sant Tukaram and his work are central to the Warkari sect spread
across Maharashtra.

00 10 10 O 1O O

Q Sant Tukaram is credited with starting the Wari pilgrimage.
Q His master was Sa int Chaitanya Mahaprabhu of the Bhakti
movement.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/09/samarth -ramdas -and -

chhatrapati -shivaji -maharaj/

19. With reference to Maharana Pratap, which one of the following statements is
not correct?
(a) He was the eldest son of Udai Singh I, the founder of the city of
Udaipur.
(b) He is known for his bravery in the Battle of Haldighati
(c) The Chavand school of art was developed during the reign of Rana
Pratap.
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(dIn the 2013 television series 06Bharat Ka
Pratap6, Akshay Kumar provided the narrat
introduction.

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q May 9 marks the birth anniversary of Maharana Pratap, the 13th
Rajpur king of Mewar. Maharana Pratap was born in 1540 and died at
the age of 56 in 1597.

He was the eldest son of Udai Singh Il (founder of the city of Udaipur).
Battle of Haldighati:

" Heis known fo r his bravery in the Battle of Haldighati. It was
fought in 1576 between Maharana and the forces of Akbar led
by Man Singh of Amber.

Ranads forces were defeated in 6 hours
to capture him. Maharanare  -gathered his forces, fought and

won against the Mughals after six years in 1582. Having faced

a terrible defeat, Akbar stopped his military campaigns against

Mewar after the battle.

Q Maharana Pratap's court at Chavand had given shelter to many poets,
artists, writers and artisans. The Cha vand school of art was developed
during the reign of Rana Pratap.

Q Amitabh Bachchan narrated the introductory part of the series in
the first episode tracing the background of the Mewar family and their
resistance to Foreign Invasions.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/maharana -pratap -3/

loNe]

20. Consider the following statements about Gopal Krishna Gokhale:
1. He served as Secretary of the Deccan Education Society.
2. He was the first Indian to sit on a Royal Commission (the Welby
Commission).
3. He was instrumental in the formation of the Montagu 0Chelmsford
Reforms.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only

(b) 1 only

(c) 2and 3 only

(d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q S3: He was instrumental in the formation of the Minto -Morley
Reforms of 1909, which eventually became law.
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Q S2: Affectionately known as 0The Grand Ol
Naoroji was an ardent pa triot, a great social and political reformer and
a prominent nationalist of progressive views. He was the first Indian
to be elected to the British Parliament, the first Indian to sit on a
Royal Commission (the Welby Commission) and more importantly, the
firstIndiantoclaimself -gover nment or oO0Swaraj 6. He w
el ected the President of the Indian Natio
dedicated and selfless services to the country in all fields led him to
be acclaimed as the OFat hermnofmilcrsdi.an Pol
https://rajyasabha.nic.in/rsnew/picture_gallery/dadabhai.asp

Q S1: He served as Secretary of the Deccan Education Society.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/ 2023/05/10/gopal __ -krishna -gokhale -3/

21. Which magazine was edited by Rabindranath Tagore?
(a) People
(b) Amritbazar Patrika
(c) Ganashakti
(d) Bangadarshan
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Bangadarsana was a Bengali literary magazine edited by
Bankimchandra Chattopadhyay and later by Rabindranath Tagore.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/qurudev -rabindranath -
tagore -3/
22.Who among the following is associated with 01

translation of Kabir's finest poems in English?
(a) Mahatma Gandhi
(b) Hasrat Mohani
(c) Rabindranath Tagore
(d) Shyamlal Gupta
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Songs of Kabiris a 1915 book ¢ onsisting of 100 poems of Kabir, the
15th -century Indian poet and mystic, translated from Hindi to English
by Rabindranath Tagore.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia .com/2023/05/10/gurudev -rabindranath -
tagore -3/
23. With reference to the history of India, the terms Kulyavapa and dronavapa
denote

(a) Measurement of land
(b) Coins of different monetary value
(c) Classification of urban land
(d) Religious rituals
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA 127


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/gopal-krishna-gokhale-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/gurudev-rabindranath-tagore-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/gurudev-rabindranath-tagore-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/gurudev-rabindranath-tagore-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/gurudev-rabindranath-tagore-3/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (May- 2023) "’

Q According to epigraphic evidence, we have references of measurement

unitssuchas 00 Kul yavapadé, odronavapaod, oOadhavaj
from Bengal, ni vratanadé and Obhumi é from
oni vartampadawvdartad from Western | ndia.

24. The Vital Vidhvansak, the first monthly journal to have the untouchable
people as its target audience was published by
(a) Gopal Babu Walangkar
(b) Jyotiba Phule
(c) Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi
(d) Bhimarao Ramji Ambedkar
Ans: (a)

Explanatio n:

Q In 1888, Walangkar began publishing the monthly journal titled Vital -
Vidhvansak (Destroyer of Brahmanical or Ceremonial Pollution),
which was the first to have the untouchable people as its target
audience. He also wrote articles for Marathi -language ne wspapers
such as Sudharak and Deenbandhu, as well as composing couplets in
Marathi that were intended to inspire the people.

25. Kalamkari painting refers to

(a) a hand -painted cotton textile in South India

(b) a handmade drawing on bamboo handicrafts in North -East In dia

(c) ablock -painted woollen cloth in Western Himalayan region of India

(d) a hand -painted decorative silk cloth in North -Western India

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Kalamkari painting is a type of Indian folk textile art that involves free
hand drawing and  painting or printing on cloth, mostly cotton.

Derived from the Persian | anguage meaning
pendé, Kal amkar. is an ancient form of pai
over a period of 3,000 years.

Q Kalahasti and Machilipatnam in Andhra Pra desh, the nerve centres of

this art continue to be beehives of Kalamkari activity.
Q Source: http://lepakshihandicrafts.gov.in/kalamkaripaintings.html
26. With reference to Congress Socialist Party, consider the following

statements:

1. It advocated the boycott of  British goods and evasion of taxes.

2. It wanted to establish the dictatorship of the proletariat.

3. It advocated separate electorate for minorities and oppressed classes.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1,2and 3
(d) None

Ans: (d)

Explanation:
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Q The CSP advocated decentralized socialism in which co -operatives,
trade unions, independent farmers, and local authorities would hold a
substantial share of the economic power. As secularists, they hoped
to transcend communal divisions through class solidarity. Some, such
as Narendra Deva or Basawon Singh (Sinha), advocated a democratic
socialism distinct from both Marxism and reformist social democracy.

Q Source: htt ps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congress_Socialist Party

27. With reference to Indian history, which of the following is/are the essential
elementary elements of the feudal system?

1. A very strong centralized political authority a nd a very weak provincial
or local political authority

2. Emergence of administrative structure based on control and
possession of land

3. Creation of lord -vassal relationship between the feudal lord and his
overlord

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q The terms feudalism and feudal system were generally applied to the
early and central Middle Ages i the period from the 5th century, when
central political authority in the Wester n empire disappeared, to the
12th century, when kingdoms began to emerge as effective centralized
units of government (the period is claimed as 9th -15th century by
Wikipedia).

Q Broadly defined, it was a way of structuring society around
relationships derive d from the holding of land in exchange for service
or labour (lord -vassal relationship).

Q Use of the term feudalism to describe India applies a concept of
medieval European origin, according to which the landed nobility held
lands from the Crown in exchange for military service, and vassals
were in turn tenants of the nobles, while the peasants (villeins or
serfs) were obliged to |Iive on their | ord
labor, and a share of the produce, notionally in exchange for military
protection. The term Indian feudalism is an attempt to classify Indian
history according to a European model.

Q Feudalism, in its various forms, usually emerged as a result of the
decentralization of an empire: especially in the Carolingian empires
which both lacked the  bureaucratic infrastructure necessary to
support cavalry without the ability to allocate land to these mounted
troops.

Q Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feudalism

Q http://www.britannica.com/topic/feudalism

28. Consider the following statements:

1. The Factori es Act, 1881 was passed with a view to fix the wages of

industrial workers and to allow the workers to form trade unions.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA 129


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congress_Socialist_Party

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (May- 2023) "’

2. N.M. Lokhande was a pioneer in organizing the labour movement in
British India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Statement 1: It is wrong.
Q The 1881 Act aimed to improve working condtions of labour.
Q It prohibited the employment of children under the age of seven,

limited the number of working hours for chi Idren below the age of
twelve and required that dangerous machinery should be fenced
properly.

Q Statement 2. Lokhande was a pioneer of the labour movement in
India. He is remembered not only for ameliorating the working
conditions of textile mill  -hands in the 19th century but also for his
courageous initiatives on caste and communal issues.

Q http:/ftinyurl.com/y7jy5ybj

Q https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narayan_Meghaji_Lokhande

29. The Trade Disputes Act of 1929 provided for

(a) the participation of workers in the manage ment of industries.

(b) arbitrary powers to the management to quell industrial disputes.

(c) anintervention by the British Court in the event of a trade dispute.

(d) a system of tribunals and a ban on strikes.

Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Priortotheyear1947 (I ndi ads I ndependence), The
1929 used to settle industrial disputes.
Q Tribunals: The main object of the 1929 Act was to make provisions for
establishment of Courts of Inquiry and Boards of Conciliation with a
view to investigate and sett le trade disputes.
Q Strikes: The Act prohibited strikes or lock -outs without notice in
public utility services; it also made any strike or lock -out illegal which
had any object other than the furtherance of a trade dispute within
the trade or industry.
Q http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/8113/12/12 ch
apter%203.pdf
30. Who among the following was/were associated with the introduction of
Ryotwari Settlement in India during the British rule?
1. Lord Cornwallis
2. Alexander Read
3. Thomas Munro
Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only
|
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(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (¢)

Explanation:

Q Statement 1 and 3: The Ryotwari system was devised by Capt.
Alexander Read and Thomas Munro at the end of the 18th century. It
was later introduced by Thomas Munro when he was governor (1820 o}
27) of Madras.

Q Statement 2: He is associated with the Cornwallis Code 1793 and
could no t have been the answer since his tenure preceded the
ryotwari settlement regime.

Q The principle behind Roytwari was the direct collection of the land
revenue from each individual cultivator by government agents.

Q https://www.britannica.com/topic/ryotwari -system

31. Consider the following statements:

1. By the end of the sixth century CE, the Pandyas had established their
dynastic dominance in southern Tamil Nadu.

2. Rajasimha Il of the Pandyas was defeated by the Chola monarch
Parantaka I, which caused the Pandya empire to fall.

3. Following his visit, Marcopolo referred to the Pandya Empire as the
world's richest country.

How man y of the statements given above is/are correct?

(&) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q S2: Rajasimha Il of the Pandyas was overthrown by Chola King
Parantaka |, which resulted in the fall of the Pandya empire. That did
not, however, spellt he end of this dynasty.
Q S1: After the Kalabhras, the Pandyas established their dynastic rule
in southern Tamil Nadu by the end of the sixth century CE.
Q S3: Marcopolo visited the Pandya Empire and described it as the
richest kingdom in existence
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/27/pandya -trade -routes -
between -romans -and -madurai/

32.Considerthe following st at ements about Mohenjodarods
1. The statue was excavated by British archaeologist Ernest Mackay in
1926.
2. The 'Dancing Girl' is a sculpture made of bronze.
3. Presently, it is on display in the Indus Valley Civilization gallery in the
National Museum, New Delhi.
How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three
(d) None
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Ans: (c)
Explanation

Q This mesmerizing sculpture, famously known as "The Dancing Girl,’

is one of the highest achievements of the artists of Mohenjodaro. The

'‘Dancing Girl' is a sculpture made of bronze. It belongs to the Indus
Valley Civilization and dates back to circa 2500 BCE. Itis 10.5 cm in
height, 5 cm in width and 2.5 cm in depth. Presently, it is on display
in the Indus Valley Civili  zation gallery in the National Museum, New
Delhi.
Q The statue was excavated by British archaeologist Ernest Mackay in

the "HR area" of Mohenjo -daro in 1926.

Refer: https: //www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/29/mohenjodaros -dancing

-qirl/

33. Consider the following statements about the Government of India Act of
1919:
1. It relaxed the control of the centre over the provinces by demarcating
and sepa rating the central and provincial subjects.
2. It granted franchise to a limited number of people on the basis of
religion.

3.1t mandated that the three of t he

executive council were to be Indian
How many of the statements given abo  ve is/are correct?

(&) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Obijective: Gradual introduction of responsible government in India

Q It relaxed the control of centre over the provinces by demarcating and
separating the centraland  provincial subjects

Q Dyarchy: provincial subjects were divided into - transferred list and

reserved list. Reserved lists were administered by the governor and his

executive council that were not answerable to the legislature whereas

transferred lists were ad  ministered by governor on the advice of the

ministers responsible to the council.

Bicameralism and direct elections were introduced for the first time

The act mandated that the three

executive council were to be Indian

Q Principle of separate electorates was extended to Sikhs, Indian
Christians, Anglo -Indians and Europeans

Q It granted franchise to a limited number of people on the basis of
property, tax or education

Q High commissioner of India position created. Some powers of
Secretary of State was transferred to the commissioner

Q Provincial budgets was separated for the first time from central
budget

Q Central public service commission was established

Q Statutory commission to analyze the impact of this act after 10 years

0o 10

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

of

132

w


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/29/mohenjodaros-dancing-girl/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (May- 2023)

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/29/indias -new -parliament -
need-and -significance/

34. Consider the follow ing statements about Gongadi Shawils:
1. Gongadiis a traditional woolen blanket woven by the indigenous
Gond communities.
2. Gongadi shawl is produced organically without using any dyes.
3. The shawls do not fade but grow darker in color over time.
How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (b)

Explanation

Q About Gongadiis a traditional woolen blanket woven by the
indigenous Kuruma and Kuruba pastoralist communities.

Q Material It is made using the coarse wool of t  he Deccani sheep,
known locally as Nalla gorrae. It is produced organically without using
any dyes.

Q Gongadi shawls are famous for their durability and versatility. They
are known for their ability to withstand all weather conditions and
remain intact fora long time. The shawls do not fade but grow darker
in colour over time.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/30/gongadi -shawls/

w

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

133


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/29/indias-new-parliament-need-and-significance/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/29/indias-new-parliament-need-and-significance/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/30/gongadi-shawls/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (May- 2023)

PRELIMS TEST
SERIES 2023

JKPSC KAS

STARTS ON:
1ST JUNE 2023
Fee: 3,500/-

Old Subscriber Offer
15% Discount

10% Discount

till 5th June. 2023

Early Bird 15% Discount
Offer: till 31st May. 2023

16 Tests: 12 GS Tests + 4 CSAT Tests

Our Previous Toppers in JKPSC in 2021

Y dous Shah
AIR 27

w

Features

e Mode: Online and/or offline

e DETAILED ANALYTICAL ASSESSMENT SYSTEM: We have brought in the widest
analytics for post-test analysis. Your portal will be your guide for improvement in
your performance — you can analyze your strengths & weaknesses, subjectsto  Subscribe here
work upon, skills to work upon, Question Paper analysis based on categories and
difficulty level, get All India Rank, get Your scorecard & Leader board, etc.,

« Perfectly planned timetable to keep you focused, busy and consistent

o Dates of tests are flexible

« Synopsis(soft copy) will be provided

Timetable
@ Delhi Office: e Srinagar Office: e Eontadk
B -10, 3rd Floor, Bada Bazar Rd, Old INSIGHTS IAS 3rd Floor Opposite hotel solar residency, 08069405205

Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi - 110060 Aramwari,Pathanbagh, Rajbagh Srinagar - 190008,

www.insightsonindia.com | instacourses.insightsonindia.com |support@insightsias.com

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

134



Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (May- 2023) "’

DEF ENCE AND SECURITY

1. Consider the following statements about INS Tarini:
a. ltis a cruising sloop built at the Aquarius Shipyard Goa.
b. The vessel was christened INSV Tarini, after the Tara Tarini temple.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q INSV Tarini is a cruising sloopbuilt at the Aquarius Shipyard Goa.
Q The vessel was christened INSV Tarini, after the Tara Tarini temple.

Navika Sagar Parikrama is the first
circumnavigation attempt by Asian women
and the first such attempt by an all-women
naval team. They will set sail from Goa in
September and are expected to be back
in March 2018. The voyage will have
five legs, with stopovers in Fremantle
[Australia), Lyttelton [New Zealand),
Port Stanley (The Falklands) and
Cape Town (South Africa)

Skipper: Lt Cdr

Port Stanley
[The Falklands) i &
Cape Town

{South Africal it

|Australia] L yttelton
[New Zealand)

INSV Tarini

o 55ft vessel, with a suite of six sails
o Built by Aquarius Shipyard, Goa
e Inducted into the navy in February

Vartika Joshi e Has an RO plant that will give 30 litres of water an hour
Crew: Lt Cdr » 130hp Volvo Penta D5 engine for auxiliary power
Pratibha Jamwal and e Inmarsat network system

P. Swathi, and » Superwind wind generator

Lieutenants e Raymarine electronic autopilot and one wind-driven autopilot
S. Vijaya Devi, « Emergency position indicating radio beacon, and a

B. Aishwarya and Y search and rescue transponder
—

Payal Gupta - ‘ « HF/VHF radio with digital selective calling
-

Q m— L T
Refre: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/29/tarini/

MAPS / PLACES
1. Which one of the following countries owns the Galapagos Islands?
(a) Peru
(b) Ecuador
(c) Brazil
(d) England
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Context: Credit Suisse has announced buying Ecuadorian bonds
worth $1.6 billion ( Gfor-ndtdre swaplthbticastn) 1 n a
the Swiss bank just $644 million.
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Q Purpose: Ecuador has committed to spending (for 20 years) on the

protection of one of the worl dds
Galapagos Islands.
. 7~ 7
v CARIBBEAN -
R ) SEA v J/ _.."_>'f_"_"'~é‘
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(I,\',y; 5 { _r 2z '5
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OCEAN AN 5
Q;ﬁtoS
* ECUADO
Galapagos :

Islands

© 2009 EB, Inc.

* World Heritage Site

Q
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/09/credit

-suisse -ecuador -deal -

for -galapagos -conservation/

2.

In which of the following states is Ranthambore National Park located?
(a) Madhya Pradesh
(b) Rajasthan
(c) Odisha
(d) Maharashtra
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Ranthambore National Park is a national park in Rajasthan, India

Q Context: The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has
approved the relocation of three tigresses from
Reserve (RTR) to Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve (MHTR)
and Ramgarh Vishdhari Tiger Reserve in Bundi.

Ranthambore Tiger

in Kota

w

méshe precious
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Alwar
1 ———-0 Sariska

: Tiger Reserve

r‘)

-

g
Sawai Madhop!
= =0 Ranthambore
4 Tiger Reserve

Kota
= = = =0 Mukundra Hills

Tiger Reserve

Q
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.co m/2023/05/12/ranthambore -tiger -reserve -
rtr/

3. Sariska Tiger Reserve, recently seen in news is located in
(a) Gujarat
(b) Rajasthan
(c) Madhya Pradesh
(d) Uttar Pradesh

Ans: (b)
Explanation:
Q Context: The National Tiger Conservation Author ity (NTCA) has
approved the relocation of three tigresses from Ranthambore Tiger
Reserve (RTR) to Mukundra Hills Tiger Reserve (MHTR) in Kota

and Ramgarh Vishdhari Tiger Reserve in Bundi.
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Alwar
1 ———-0 Sariska
Tiger Reserve

" sawai Madhopi
= =0 Ranthambore

-4 Tiger Reserve

| Kota
= = = = =0 Mukundra Hills

Tiger Reserve

Refer: httpsg:llwww.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/12/ranthambore -tiger-reserve -
rtr/
4. Consider the following pairs regarding the Atomic Power Plants and its
location
1. Kakrapar Atomic Power Plant: Rajasthan
2. Narora Atomic Power Station: Gujarat
3. Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant: Tamil N adu
4. Kaiga Atomic Power Station: Karnataka

Which of the above are correctly matched?

(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only

(c) 3and 4 only

(d) 1, 3 and 4 only
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Kakrapar Atomic Power Plant is located in Gujarat.

Q Almost 25 years after the last unit was commissioned at Kakrapar
Atomic Power Plant, the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Limited
(NPCIL) has achieved criticality of a third unit of 700 MWe at the plant
in Tapi district which is fully based on indigenous technology.

Q Narora Atomic Power Station (NAPS) is a nuclear power plant located
in Narora, Bulandshahar District in Uttar Pradesh.

Q Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant is the largest nuclear power station
in India, situated in Koodankulam in the Tirunelveli district of Tamil
Nadu.

Q Kaiga Generating Station is a nuclear power generating station
situated at Kaiga, near the river Kali, in Uttar Kannada district of
Karnataka.
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Refer: https://w_ ww.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/12/25th -anniversary -of-
pokhran -ii/

5. Which of the following is the largest Pacific Island Country by population?
(a) Papua New Guinea
(b) New Zealand
(c) Fiji
(d) Solomon Islands
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The correct answer is A. Papua New Guinea. Papua New Guinea has a
population of over 8 million people, which is more than twice the
population of the next largest country, Fiji. New Zealand and the

Solomon Islands have populations of around 5 million and 700,000
respectively.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/23/forum -for-india -pacific -

islands -cooperation -fipic/

6. Consider the following pairs:

Bridge River
1. Dhola Sadiya Bridge Brahmaputra
2. Bogibeel Bridge Dibang

3. Arrah 6Chhapra Bridge Ganga
How many of the pairs given above are correctly matched?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Dhola Sadiya Bridge, Tinsukia, Assam = Lohit River

Q Bogibeel Bridge, Assam = Brahmaputra River

Q Arrah dChhapra Bridge, Saran, Bihar = Ganga River
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/27/mumbai -trans -harbour -
link -mthl/

7. Consider the following countries:

Afghanistan

Nigeria

Somalia

South

Sudan

. Yemen

How many of the aforementioned countries are rated as having the greatest
level of hunger concern by the FAO  -WFP?

o0k whE

(a) Only two
(b) Only three
-
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(c) Only five
(d) All of the above
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q FAO and WFP warn that acute food insecurity is likely to deteriorate
further in 18 hunger hotspots 0 comprising a total 22 countries &
during from June to November 2023.

Q Afghanistan, Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan and Yemen remain at
the highest concern level. Haiti, the Sahel (Burkina Faso and Mali)
and the Sudan have been elevated to the highest concern levels; this
is due to severe movement restrictions of people and goods in Haiti, as
well as in Burkina Faso and Mali, and the recent eruption of conflict

in the Sudan.
Q Pakistan, the Central African Republic, Ethiopia, Kenya, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo and the Syrian Arab Republic are

hotspots with very high concern, and the warning is also extended to
Myanmar in this edition. All these hotspots have a high number of
people facing critical acute food insecurity, coupled with worsening
drivers that are expected to furth  er intensify life  threatening
conditions in the coming months.
Q Lebanon, El Salvador and Nicaragua have been added to the list of
hunger hotspot countries, since the September 2022 edition. Malawi,
Guatemala and Honduras remain hunger hotspot countries.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/30/hunger -hotspots -fao-wfp -
early -warnings -on-acute -food -insecurity/

MISCELLANEOUS

1. Consider the following events
1. The first democratically elected communist party government formed
in a State in India.
2.l ndiads then | argest bank, o6l mperi al Bank
Bank of I ndiabo.
3. AirIndia was nationalised and became the national carrier.
4. Goa became a part of independent India.
Which of the following is the correct chronological sequence of the above
events?

(@4010203

() 3620104

(c) 40620103

(306106204
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Statement 1: First democratically elected communist party
government formed in a state in India in 1957. The Kerala Legislative
Assembly election of 1957 was the first assembly election in the
Indian state of Kerala. The Communist Party of Ind ia won the election
with 60 seats.
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Q Statement 2: Imperial bank was renamed as state bank of India in
1955. (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Imperial_Bank_of _India).

Q Statement 3: Air India was nationalised in 1953. Government of India
passed the Air Corporati  ons Act and purchased a majority stake in
the carrier from Tata Sons.

Q Statement 4: Goa became an independent India on 18 December
1961. I ndian troops crossed the border

2. Consider the following statements about the Thrissur Poora m festival.

1. The festival was founded by Adi Shankaracharya.

2. ltis held at the Vadakkunnathan Temple in Thrissur every year on
Pooram day.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q The festival was founded by Shakthan Thampuran, the ruler of the
Kingdom of Cochin from 1790 to 1805. The story behind the festival
goes back to the year 1796 when a group of temples were banned
from attending the popular Arattupuzha Pooram du e to heavy rains.
Upon hearing their complaints, Shakthan Thampuran decided to start
his own festival, Thrissur Pooram, on the same day in May. The
festival has since become a significant cultural and spiritual event in
Kerala, attracting both domestic and international tourists.

Q Thrissur Pooram is an annual Hindu temple festival held in Thrissur,
Kerala. It is held at the Vadakkunnathan Temple in Thrissur every
year on the Pooram day (the day when the moon rises with the
Pooram star in the Malayalam Calen  dar month of Medam)

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/01/thrissur -pooram/

3. OFuture of Jobsd6 Report is published by
(a) WEF
(b) ILO
(c) UNESCO
(d) ITU
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Context: The report, titled OFuture of
labour market will see a 22% job churn (movement of jobs in an
economy), compared to 23% globally.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/02/wef -future -of-jobs -report/
4. The 06Twenty Point Programmed was i n news
with:

(a) Cyber Security
(b) Space exploration
(c) Poverty Alleviation
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(d) All of the above

Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q The Twenty Point Programme (TPP) (initially launched in 1975, and
restructured in 1982, 1986, and 2006) is a package of government
programs, with the aim of improving the quality of life in rural areas.
The program includes a range of schemes related to poverty
alleviation, employment generation, education, health, housing, and
environmental protection.

Refer: https ://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/03/twenty -point -programme/

5. Cantonment Board is an authority under the
(a) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(b) Ministry of Home Affairs
(c) State governments
(d) Ministry of Defence

Ans: (d)
Exp lanation:

Q
Information

Definition

Categories

Authority

Compositio
n

Services
Provided

Cantonmen
ts vs
Military
station

A proclaimed area under the Cantonments Act, 2006, governed and
controlled by the central government of India to provide municipal
services for civilians living in the area.

Cantonment Boards are  categorized into four categories based on
population: Category | (>50,000), Category Il (10,000 -50,000), Category llI
(2,500 -10,000), and Category IV (<2,500).

Cantonment Board is an authority under the Ministry of Defence.

Consists of eight members: three ex  -officio members, three nominated
military members (garrison engineer, station commander, and senior
executive medical officer), and one representative of the district
magistrate.

Sanitation, primary education, street lighting, water supply, maintenance
of roads, bridges, and public hospitals.

Cantonments are civilian areas that are under the control of the military,
and they usually have a  civilian population living in them as well. Military
stations, on the other hand, are purely military areas where only military
personnel and their families reside.

Refer: https://ww  w.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/03/cantonments/

6. World Press Freedom Index is published by
-
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(&) UNESCO

(b) Reporters Without Borders

(c) Oxfam International

(d) Open Society Foundations
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q World Press Freedom Index: It has been published every year since
2002 by Reporters Without Borders (an independent NGO based in

Paris).
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/ 04/world -press -freedom -index -
2023/
7. 6CORSI A6, a global scheme was in news recent|

(a) Aviation pollution

(b) Water pollution

(c) Noise pollution

(d) light pollution
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q CORSIA (Carbon Offsetting and Red uction Scheme for International
Aviation) is a global scheme established by the ICAO to address the
growth in CO2 emissions from international aviation.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/05/international -climate -
action -in -civil -aviation/

8. The Global Report on Food Crises (GRFC) for 2023 is released by
(&) FAO
(b) UNDP
(c) Welthungerhilfe
(d) none of the above
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q

Global Report on Food Crisis is an annual report to achieve a consensus -based
assessment of acute food insecurity in the world

Released hy Food Security Information Network (FSIN) and Global Network
against Food Crises (GNAFC)

Key Highlights The number of people experiencing acute food insecurity
increased for the fourth consecutive year in 2022

Key drivers: Economic shocks (including due to COVID -19 and
Ukraine War), Conflict/insecurity, Weather/Climate extremes,
etc.
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/05/global -report -on-food -
crises -2023/

9. Bastille Day, is the national day of wh ich country?
(a) Italy
(b) Germany
(c) Ukraine
(d) France
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q The National Day of France, also known as Bastille Day, is celebrated
on July 14 every year.

Q What was Bastille? The Bastille was a fortress prison located in the
heart of Paris, which had  become a symbol of royal tyranny and
oppression.

Q The fall of the Bastille is widely considered the beginning of the
French Revolution. The event also marked the beginning of a period of
intense violence and social upheaval in France.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/06/frances -bastille -day -
celebrations/

10. The BIMSTEC countries are partners to which of the following Connectivity
Projects?
1. Kaladan Multimodal Project
2. Asian Trilateral Highway
3. BBIN Motor Vehicles Agreement
Select the correct answer code:

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Explanation: Important Connectivity Projects:

Q Kaladan Multimodal Project 0 links India and Myanmar.
Q Asian Trilateral Highway 8 connecting India and Thailand through
Myanmar.
Q Bangladesh -Bhutan -India -Nepal (BBIN) Motor Vehicles Agreement &
for seamless flow of passenger and cargo traffic.
Refre: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/06/kaladan -multimodal -
transit -transport -project -kmittp/

11. Global Land Outlook report is published by
(@) WTO
(b) UNDP
(c) IPCC
(d) UNCCD
Ans: (d)

Explanation: GLO:
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w

Q I't is a United Nations Convention to Comb
(UNCCD) flagship publication, whose 1st edition was launched in
2017 at the UNCCD COP13 (China).

Q Itunderscores land system challen  ges, showcases transformative
policies and practices, and points to cost -effective pathways to scale
up sustainable land and water management.

Refer: https://www.insigh tsonindia.com/2023/05/06/global -land -outlook -report/
12. Consider the following statements about the Enforcement Directorate:
1. Itis a statutory body.
2. It works under the aegis of the Ministry of Home Affairs.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)
Explanation:
Enforcement Directorate (ED) - :T e
@ Context: The question of the Enforcement Directorate (ED) chief's
v tenure is back in the Supreme Court of India.
Topic Information

What is ED? It is @a multi-disciplinary organization mandated with investigation of offences
of money laundering and violations of foreign exchange laws

Functioning It is an agency under the Department of Revenue of the Ministry of Finance; It
is not a statutory body.

Genesis Formed on 1st May, 1956 as Enforcement Unit; renamed as Enforcement
Directorate in 1957; administrative control transferred to Department of
Revenue in 1960

Structure Headquartered in Delhi; headed by the Director of Enforcement; 5 regional
offices at Mumbai, Chennai, Chandigarh, Kolkata, and Delhi; 10 zonal offices,
each headed by a Deputy Director; 11 sub-zonal offices, each headed by an
Assistant Director

Recruitment Done directly and by drawing officers from other investigation agencies;
comprises officers of IRS, IPS, and IAS

Tenure Two years; Directors' tenure can be extended from 2 years to up to 5 years

Statutory Enforcement of Acts including:

Functions e Conservation of Foreign Exchange and Prevention of Smuggling Activities

Visit Insights IAS Daily Act, 1974 (COFEPOSA)- empowered to sponsor cases of preventive

Current Affairs for detention Foreign Exchange Management Act, 1999 (FEMA)
detailed News e Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA)
e Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018 (FEOA)

PMLA Functions | Carries out search and seizure under Section 16 and 17 of PMLA; decides on
arrest under Section 19 of PMLA; can directly carry out search and seizure
under Section 50 of PMLA

Jurisdiction of FEMA and PMLA apply to all of India, allowing ED to take action against any

ED person. FEMA cases are in civil courts, while PMLA cases are in criminal courts.
ED cannot act on its own, and a complaint to another agency or the police is

Q required for investigation.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/enforcement -directorate -ed/
13.0Drugs Controll er General of | ndnistraifeDCGI ) 6 w

control of;

(a) Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers
(b) Department of Pharmaceuticals

(c) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(d) Prime Minister's Office

Ans: (c)
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Explanation:

Q Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) is a department of the
Central Drugs St andard Control Organization of the Government of
India responsible for approval of licences of specified categories of
drugs such as blood and blood products, IV fluids, vaccines, and sera
in India.

Q Drugs Controller General of India, comes under the Ministry of Health
& Family Welfare.

Q DCAGI also sets standards for manufacturing, sales, import, and
distribution of drugs in India.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/ 2023/05/10/law  -to-recall -bad -drugs/
14. Consider the following statements:

1. Within the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO),
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) regulates
pharmaceutical and medica | devices, under the gamut of Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare.

2. The Drugs Prices Control Order (DPCO) issued by the Government of

India under the Essential Commaodities Act, 1955 to regulate the
prices of drugs.

Which of the given above statements is/a re correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q

Q

S1: In India, the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation
(CDSCO) is the national regulatory body for Indian pharmaceuticals
and medical devices.

Within the CDSCO, the Drug Co  ntroller General of India (DCGI)
regulates pharmaceutical and medical devices, under the gamut of
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. The DCGI is advised by the
Drug Technical Advisory Board (DTAB) and the Drug Consultative
Committee (DCC).

S2:Whatis t he o0Drugs (Prices Control)
The Drugs Prices Control Order is an order issued by the Government
of India under 3 of Essential Commodities Act, 1955to regulate the
prices of drugs.

The Order interalia provides the list of price controlled drugs,
procedures for fixation of prices of drugs, method of implementation
of prices fixed by Govt., penalties for contravention of provisions etc.
For the purpose of implementing provisions of DPCO, powers of Govt.
have been vested in NPPA.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/10/law -to-recall -bad -drugs/

15. Which of the following states is the first in the nation to in troduce a state
robotics framework?
(a) Karnataka
(b) Telangana
|
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(c) Gujarat
(d) Maharashtra
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Context: Telangana has become the first state in the country to
launch a state robotics framework with a vision to create a
sustainable robotics ecosystem.

Q Aim: Itintends to leverage robotics technology in key domains,
including agriculture, healthcare, industrial automation, and
consumer robotics. The ultimate goal of the framework is to become a

leader in robotics and promote a sustainable robotics industry in
Telangana
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/12/telangana -state -robotics -

framework/

16. Consider the following st atements about Central Equipment Identity Register
(CEIR):
1. Itis the citizen centric portal of the Department of
Telecommunications for tracing the lost/stolen mobile devices.
2. For the purpose of finding missing devices, Apple has been employing
this mecha nism via Apple ID.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Central Equipment Identity Register is a tracking system to combat
mobile phone theft and facilitate the blocking and tracking of lost or
stolen mobile phones across the country. CEIR serves as a central
depository or database of International Mobile Equi pment Identity
(IMEI) numbers, models, versions, and other details of mobile devices.

Q Implementing Body Centre for Department of Telematics (CDoT)

Q Existing Systems: Apple has a tracking system through Apple ID for
its devices, but Android phones face chall enges in this regard.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/15/ceir -system/

17. Consider the following statements about the Greenwashing Tech Sprint:
1. Itis being hosted by the World Economic Forum.
2. It aims to mobilize funding at scale to invest in low -emission and
climate -resilient development.
Which of the statements given above is./are correct?

(&) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)
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Explanation:

Q Context: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has opened the application
window for firms and innovators to participate in the Global
Financi al Il nnovation Network&s (GFIN) Gre
Q GFI Nds 1st ever Gr eenwagstogethegl3TechSprint b
international regulators, (including RBI), along with firms and
innovators to address the priority of Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG) issues and mitigate the risks of greenwashing in
financial services.
Q Objectives The objectiv e of TechSprint is to develop a tool that can
help regulators and the market effectively tackle the deceptive practice
of greenwashing.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia. com/2023/05/15/greenwashing -techsprint/

18. Consider the following statements about Global Financial Innovation
Net wor kds ( GFI N) :
1. Itis an international financial institution which is owned by member
central banks.
2. lts prim ary goal is to foster international monetary and financial
cooperation while serving as a bank for central banks.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q GFINwas launched in 2019 by international financial regulators and
organizations with the aim of supporting financial innovation and
identifying regulatory gaps in emerging technologies across different
sectors. It acts as a surveillance tool to detect issues before they
become problematic.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/15/greenwashing -techsprint/

19. National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) works under the aegis of
(&) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(b) Ministry of Commerce and Industry
(c) Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizer
(d) Ministry of Consumer Affairs
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) (und er the Ministry
of Chemicals and Fertilizer) has been established to fix/revise prices
of medicines under the Drugs (Prices Control) Order (DPCO), 2013.
Refer: ht tps://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/15/prices -of-drugs -going -off-
patent/

20. Consider the following statements:
1. Santiniketan was originally an ashram built by Debendranath Tagore.
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2. Santiniketan is now a World Heritage site.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q Context: The International Council on Monuments and Sites, a
UNESCO advisory body, has recommended that Santiniketan be
included in the list of World Heritage Sites.  <Sitill in the tentative
list> https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5495/

Q If selected, Santiniketan would be the second cul tural symbol from
West Bengal to be included in the UNESCO
in Kol katad in UNESCOOG6s I|list of Intangibl

Humanity, 2021)

Q Santiniketan, popularly known today as a university town, a hundred
miles to the north of  Kolkata, was originally an ashram built by
Debendranath Tagore, where anyone, irrespective of caste and creed,
could come and spend time meditating on the one Supreme God.
Debendranath, who was father of the Poet, Rabindranath, was also
known as Maharshi  (which means one who is both saint and sage)
was a leading figure of the Indian Renaissance.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/15/santiniketan/

21. The Global Report on Internal Displacement 2023 (GRID -2023), published
by the
(a) WMO
(b) IPCC
(c) ILO
(d) none of the above
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
Q The Global Report on Internal Displacement 2023 (GRID -2023),
published by the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC), is
t he worl ddés | eading source of data and an
Displacement (ID). The 2023 edition sheds light on the significan t

increase in the number of people displaced by disasters in 2022 and

the complex relationships between disasters, conflict and violence,

food security and ID.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/15/global -report -on-internal -
displacement -2023 -grid -2023/

22.6 Mer i Li FE, Mera Swachh Shehard campaign is
(&) NITI Aayog
(b) Quality Council of India
(c) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(d) Prime Minister Office
Ans: (c)

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA 149


https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5495/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/15/santiniketan/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/15/global-report-on-internal-displacement-2023-grid-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/15/global-report-on-internal-displacement-2023-grid-2023/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (May- 2023) "’

Explanation:
Q Context: The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) has
l aunched the mega campaign O0Mer. Li FE, Me
promote waste management principles of Re  duce, Reuse, and Recycle
(RRR).

Q Aim:Itaimsto instilpro  -environmental behavioural changes in daily
life in line with the Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment)

Q Implementation: The campaign aims to establish RRR Centers where
citizens can contribute it  ems like clothes, shoes, books, toys, and
plastic for reuse or recycling. The campaign will run for three weeks
and will culminate on World Environment Day with a pledge for a
clean and sustainable environment.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/16/meri -life -mera -swachh -
shehar/

23. Consider the following in respect of Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS):
1. Inaugural IONS was held in India in 2015 under the chairmanship of
the Indian Navy.
2. IONS is a voluntary initiative that seeks to increase maritime co -
operation among navies of the littoral states of the Indian Ocean
Region.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(&) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q Statement 1: The inaugural IONS  -2008 was held in New Delhi, India.
CNS, Indian Navy was designated the Chairman IONS for the period
2008 -10.

Q Statement 2: It is correct http://ions.gov.infabout _ions

24. The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) is headed by the:

(a) Prime Minister of India

(b) President of India

(c) Home Minister of India

(d) Environment Minister of India

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), headed by the
Prime Minister of India, is the apex body for Disaster Management in
India.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/19/combating -forest -fires -in -
utta rakhand/

25. Which of the following is not one of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)?
-
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(a) No Poverty

(b) Quality Education

(c) Gender Equality

(d) Economic Growth and Development
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q Economic Growth and Development, although an important aspect of
sustainable development, is not one of the specific SDGs. However,
economic growth and development are considered essential for
achieving the SDGs as a whole.

SUSTAINAELE
DEVELOFHENT

Q
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/20/globalization -and -climate -

change/

26. Consider the following statements:
1. Indiais the la rgest manufacturer of generic medicines globally.
2. Indian Pharma ranks fifth in pharmaceutical production by volume.
3. Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) is responsible for approving
licenses for specified categories of drugs, setting standards for
manu facturing, sales, import, and distribution of drugs in India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q Generic medicines  India is the largest manufacturer of generic
medicines globally (valued at US$50bn currently and expected to
reach US$130 Bn by 2030)

Q Indiads ranki ng indianPhamond rankd thirdin
pharmaceutical production by volume. India is often referred to as the
6phar macy of the worl do

Q Vaccine sup plier India is the largest vaccine supplier in the world
by volume (over 50% of all vaccines manufactured in the world)

Q Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI): It is responsible for
approving licenses for specified categories of drugs, setting standards
for manufacturing, sales, import, and distribution of drugs in India,
and heads the department of CDSCO.

w
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/22/indian -pharma -ind ustry/

27. Consider the following statements:
1. International Museum Day is celebrated on May 18 every year.
2. InIndia, all museums are administered by the Ministry of Culture.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q About International Museum Day: Observed on 18th May every year
to raise awareness about museums.
Q Not all museums are administered by the Ministry of Culture. Some
are run independently under a Board of Trustees.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/23/international -museum -

expo-2023/

28. Whic h of the following is the correct definition of the Census in India?
(a) A survey of the population of India conducted every 10 years.
(b) A survey of the population of India conducted every 5 years.
(c) A survey of the population of India conducted every 2 years.
(d) A survey of the population of India conducted every year.

Ans: (a)
Explanation:
Q
Definition of The total process of collecting, compiling, analyzing and
Population disseminating demographic, economic and social data pertaining, at
Census a specific time, to  all persons in a country or a well -defined part of a
country.
Nodal Ministry Office of the Registrar General and Census Commissioner, Ministry
of Home Affairs.
Legal/Constit under the provisions of the Census Act, 1948; The population
utional census is a Union subject under Article 246 of the India
Backing Constitution; 69 th in the seventh schedule of the constitution

The decennial Census that was to be completed in 2021 has been indefinitely
postponed, initially due to COVID  -19 pandemic

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/23/link -death -and -birth -
reqgister/

29. Consider the following statements:
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Statement -I|: coffee is a health drink

Statement - Il : Meta -analysis suggests that coffee contains several
vitamins and antioxidants

Which one of the following is correct in respect of the above statements?

(a) Both Statement -l and Statement -1l are correct and Statement - Il is
the correct explanation for statement -
(b) Both Statement -l and Statement -1l are correct and Statement - Il is
not the correct explanation for Statement -
(c) Statement -lis correct and Statement - Il is incorrect
(d) Statement -I is Incorrect and Statement - Il is correct
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
Q from The Hindué.. 01l had written 1in
December 8, 2019 that  coffee is a health drink. Meta -analysis

suggests that coffee contains several vitamins and antioxidants.
Itis, thus, a health drink that protects our stomach cells from
oxidative damage, and reduces the risk of type 2 diabetes, and several
age-related diseases. But one should not overdo it: no more than five
cups of coffee a day. The South Indian coffee is an admixture of coffee
and chicory powders. It is this addition of chicory that makes South
I ndia coffee special ébé
Refer: https://www.thehindu.com /sci_-tech/science/the  -south -indian -filter -
coffee/article66897418.ece

30. Consider the following statements:

1. In accordance with the Census Act of 1948, no individual's data
should be shared with the State or the Centre; inste ad, only aggregate
administrative statistics should be made public.

2. According to Citizenship Rules 2003 under the Citizenship Act, 1955,
National Population Register (NPR) is the first step towards a
compilation of the National Register of Indian Citizens.

3. Now, the NPR has been made compulsory if citizens want to exercise
the right to fill the Census form on their own.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) All three

(d) None
Ans: (c)

Explanation:

Q S3: Now, the NPR has been made compulsory if citizens want to
exercise the right to fill the Census form on their own. The deleted

Handbook said that it is omandatory
to register in the NPR. 6 Ceriselasd i s
giving false information is a punishable offence. refer
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Q The NPR, unlike the Cens us, is a comprehensive identity database of

every ousual residentdé in the country and

collected at the family level can be shared with States and other

government departments. Though Census also collects similar

information,the Census Act of 1948 bars sharing an

data with the State or Centre and only aggregate data at the

administrative level can be released. According to Citizenship

Rules 2003 under the Citizenship Act, 1955, NPR is the first step

towards a compilatio n of the National Register of Indian Citizens

(NRIC/NRC). Assam is the only State where an NRC has been

compiled based on the directions of the Supreme Court, with the final

draft of Assamds NRC excluding 19 | akh of
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/27/census -in -india/

31. What is the purpose of the "Hunger Hotspots" analysis conducted by the
FAO-WFP?
(a) To identi fy regions with the highest levels of agricultural productivity
(b) To determine the areas most vulnerable to food insecurity and famine
(c) To assess the impact of climate change on global hunger trends
(d) To analyze the nutritional requirements of different populat ion groups
Ans: (b)

Explanation:

Q The purpose of the "Hunger Hotspots" analysis conducted by the Food

and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the World Food Programme
(WFP) is to identify and assess the areas that are most vulnerable to
food insecurity and f amine. This analysis aims to provide early
warning signals and insights into regions where people are facing
severe hunger crises or are at risk of experiencing such crises. By
identifying these "Hunger Hotspots," the FAO -WFP can focus their
efforts and re sources on providing timely and targeted assistance to
these areas, thereby helping to alleviate hunger and prevent famine.
The analysis takes into account various factors such as conflict,
natural disasters, economic instability, and other drivers of food
insecurity to identify the most vulnerable regions.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/30/hunger -hotspots -fao-wfp -

early-warnings -on-acute -food-insecurity/

32. Consider the following statements:

1. International Labour Organizationds 0GI ob
highlights global nature and scope of modern slavery risks in supply
chains

2. Sustaina ble Development Goal 9 aims at fostering sustainable and
equitable economic growth for all workers, irrespective of their
background, race or gender.

3. Although, slavery is not expressly mentioned under Article 23 but is
included within the meaning of traffic in human beings.

How many of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All three

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA 1o4


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/27/census-in-india/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/30/hunger-hotspots-fao-wfp-early-warnings-on-acute-food-insecurity/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/30/hunger-hotspots-fao-wfp-early-warnings-on-acute-food-insecurity/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (May- 2023) "’

(d) None
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
Q S1: According to the Walk Free Foundatio
2023, 50 million people are living in conditions of mod ern slavery da

25% rise over the last five years.

Q S2: SDG 8: Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic
growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all.

Q S3: Although, slavery is not expressly mentioned under Article 23 but
is inc luded within the meaning of traffic in human beings. In
pursuance of Article 23, Parliament has passed the Suppression of
Immoral Traffic in Women and Girls Act, 1956, for punishing human
trafficking.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/31/global -slavery -index -2023/

ETHICS, INTEGRITY & APTITUDE

1. Consider the following statements:
Statement |: A nature education program require s students to collect
specimens from the environment for scientific study.

Statement Il: The collection of specimens may disrupt natural
ecosystems and harm local flora and fauna.

Statement Ill: However, studying real specimens can enhance
students' understanding and appreciation of biodiversity.

What ethical dilemma arises in the context of the nature education program
as described above?

(a) Balancing the educational benefits of studying real specimens with
potential harm to the environment.

(b) Deciding whether or not to continue the nature education program.

(c) Resolving conflicts between students' scientific curiosity and
conservation principles.

(d) Evaluating the impact of the nature education program on local
communities.

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The ethical dilemma in the described nature education program arises
from the need to balance the educational benefits of studying real
specimens with the potential harm caused to the environment.

Statement 1 indicates that the program requires students to coll ect
specimens from the environment for scientific study. However,

Statement 2 highlights the negative consequences of such collection,

as it may disrupt natural ecosystems and harm local flora and fauna.

On the other hand, Statement 3 suggests that studyin g real
specimens can enhance students' understanding and appreciation of
biodiversity.
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Q The ethical dilemma, therefore, lies in finding a balance between the
educational value of studying real specimens and the potential
ecological harm caused by their coll  ection. This requires considering
the long -term effects on the environment and evaluating whether the
educational benefits outweigh the negative impacts on local
ecosystems. Ethical decision -making in this context involves carefully
considering alternative  approaches, such as promoting non  -invasive
methods of studying biodiversity or implementing strict guidelines to
minimize harm to the environment while still providing educational
opportunities.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/30/nature -education -centre/

2. Which of the following statements best describes an ethical dilemma
associated with genetically modified (GM) food?

(a) GM food has the potential to address global hunger by increasing crop
yields, but it may have unintended long -term consequences for
human health and the environment.

(b) GM food is a scientifically proven and safe solution to improve
nutrition and food security, with no ethical concerns.

(c) GM food is an unethical practice as it interferes with the natural
genetic makeup of organisms and disrupts ecological balance.

(d) GM food is a cost -effective solution that can reduce the use of
pesticides and herbicides, leading to a more sustainable agricultural
system.

Ans: (a)

Explanation:

Q The correct answer is A because it highlights the ethical dilemma
associated with GM food. While GM food has the potential to address
global hunger by increasing crop yields and improving food
production, there are concerns about the potential long -term
consequences for human health and the environment. This dilemma
arises from the need to balance the benefits of increased food
production with the potential risks to human health a nd the
environment. The ethical concern lies in making informed decisions
about the use of GM food and ensuring that its benefits outweigh any
potential negative impacts. The other options (B, C, and D) do not

capture the ethical dilemma and present one -sided perspectives on
GM food without acknowledging the associated concerns or trade -offs
involved.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/31/gm -food-and -sustainable -

food -production/

3. A government is facing an insurgency from a group of rebels who are
fighting for independence. The government has a number of options for how
to respond, including:

1. Negotiating with the rebels: This would involve trying to reach a
peaceful agreement that would allow the rebels to achieve their goals
without violence.

2. Using military force to defeat the rebels: This would involve using
armed forces to attack the rebels and defeat them militarily.
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3. Using economic sanctions against the rebels: This would involv e
imposing economic restrictions on the rebels in order to weaken their
support base.

4. A combination of all three options: This would involve using a
combination of negotiation, military force, and economic sanctions to
try to defeat the rebels.

Which of th ese options is the most ethical?

(a) Negotiating with the rebels
(b) Using military force to defeat the rebels
(c) Using economic sanctions against the rebels
(d) A combination of all three options
Ans: (d)

Explanation:

Q There is no single, easy answer to the question of h ow to tackle
insurgency in an ethical way. The most ethical approach will vary
depending on the specific circumstances of the insurgency. However,
in general, it is important to consider the following factors when
making a decision:

" The goal of the insurgency: Is the insurgency fighting for a
legitimate goal, such as independence or democracy? Or is it
fighting for a more nefarious goal, such as religious extremism
or terrorism?

The methods used by the insurgents: Are the insurgents using
violence ag ainst civilians? Or are they using nonviolent
methods, such as protests or strikes?

The potential consequences of each option: What are the
potential consequences of using negotiation, military force,
economic sanctions, or a combination of these options?

In some cases, it may be possible to negotiate a peaceful
solution to an insurgency. However, in other cases, it may be
necessary to use military force to defeat the rebels. The most
important thing is to choose the option that is most likely to
achieve pe ace and stability in the long run, while also
minimizing the loss of life and suffering.

Q The use of violence in an insurgency is a complex issue. On the one
hand, the government has a responsibility to protect its citizens from
harm. On the other hand, the government has a responsibility to
uphold the rule of law and to avoid violating human rights. The most
ethical approach is to use violence only as a last resort and to
minimize civilian casualties.

Q The government should also focus on building support amo ng the
civilian population. This can be done by providing essential services,
such as food, water, and medical care. The government should also
work to promote democratic values and human rights. By doing so,
the government can create a more just and peace ful society.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/05/31/insurgency -in -manipur/
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