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GS2

THE STATE OF THE WORLD’S CHILDREN 2023
Syllabus: Social Justice

Context: UNICEF released its global flagship report ‘The State of the World’s Children 2023: For Every Child, Vaccination,’ 
highlighting the significance of childhood immunization.

What is Immunization?
Immunization, also known as vaccination, is the process of protecting an individual or a population from disease by intro-
ducing a substance that stimulates the body’s immune system to recognize and fight the disease-causing agent, such as a 
virus or bacteria.

The major findings of the report are: 
Finding Example

The decline in vaccine confi-
dence globally

Over a third of the 55 countries studied for vaccine confidence showed a decline.

The largest decline in child-
hood immunization in 30 years

A total of 67 million children missed out on vaccinations between 2019 and 2021. In 
2022, the number of measles cases was more than double the total in the previous year.

Existing inequities in vaccina-
tion access

Unvaccinated children often live in hard-to-reach communities such as rural areas or 
urban slums.

The growing threat of Vaccine 
Hesitancy

There is a growing threat of vaccine hesitancy due to factors such as access to mislead-
ing information and declining trust in vaccine efficacy.

India-specific findings: 
Decrease in the number of ze-
ro-dose children during the 
pandemic

Between 2020 and 2021, the number of zero-dose children in India decreased from 3 
million to 2.7 million. However, India was among the top 20 countries with the largest 
numbers of zero-dose children

Improvement in the ‘Impor-
tance Given to Vaccines’

98% of the population in India currently perceive vaccines as important for children

Recommendations:
Emphasizes sustained evi-
dence-based catch-up cam-
paigns

India was able to bring down the number of zero-dose children due to sustained ev-
idence-based catch-up campaigns (e.g., Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI), ASHA 
workers, routine immunization)

Accelerating the implemen-
tation

Increase the implementation of Immunization Agenda 2030 and Gavi Strategy 5.0 to pro-
mote equity and sustainably scale up immunization coverage. 

Strengthen demand for vac-
cination

Demand for vaccination can be strengthened by talking to communities, tackling gender 
barriers, and rethinking accountability in health systems.

Importance of investing in 
primary healthcare

Spending more on immunization and health by investing in primary health care at the 
national level can help promote sustainable and equitable vaccine coverage.

Need to build resilient sys-
tems

E.g., India’s digital health platform TeCHO+ (Technology Enabled Community Health Op-
erations) and electronic vaccine intelligence network (eVIN) increased vaccination cover-
age while enhancing data entry efficiency

Conclusion:
Reaching the last child with immunization is a key marker of equity that benefits not only the child but also the whole com-
munity. Routine immunizations and strong health systems can best prepare us in preventing future pandemics and reducing 
morbidity and mortality.
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Terms used:

•	 “Zero dose children” refers to children who have not 
received any vaccines at all or have not received any 
vaccines according to the recommended schedule for 
their age. 

•	 Vaccine Hesitancy: Vaccine hesitancy refers to the re-
luctance of an individual or a group of people to get 
vaccinated despite the availability of vaccines.

•	 Vaccine confidence refers to the level of trust and be-
lief individuals and communities have in the safety and 
effectiveness of vaccines.

About UNICEF:

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) (est. 1946; be-
came a part of UN in 1953; HQ: New York) is an agency of 
the United Nations (UN) devoted to aiding national efforts 
to improve the health, nutrition, education, and general 
welfare of children. It is guided by the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, 1989.

Insta Links
NATIONAL IMMUNISATION DAY

Mains Links
Q. It is found that vaccines taken during childhood do not 
protect against diseases throughout a person’s lifetime. Ex-
amine why. Also, discuss the importance of Child vaccina-
tion. (250 Words)

Prelims Links

Q. ‘Mission Indradhanush’ launched by the Government 
of India pertains to ( UPSC 2016)
(a) immunization of children and pregnant women
(b) construction of smart cities across the country
(c) India’s own search for Earth-like planets in outer space
(d) New Educational Policy

Ans: A

GS Paper 2

CHINA- CENTRAL ASIA AND INDIA
Syllabus: International Relations

Context: China convened a meeting (online) of trade minis-
ters of the grouping known as C+C5.

C+C5: 
It constitutes China and the five Central Asian republics, 
namely Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, 
and Kyrgyzstan. 

China and Central Asia:
●	 China shares a long history of trade, culture, and 

people-to-people links with the Central Asian re-
gion, which lies on the ancient Silk Route. 

●	 Modern China’s involvement with the region began 
with the break-up of the Soviet Union in 1991.

●	 Diplomatic relations were established in 1992, and 
China’s relationship with the region was institution-
alised as the Shanghai Five, the forerunner of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO).

GS Paper 2

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/27/rstv-in-depth-national-immunisation-day/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/09/18/shanghai-cooperation-organisation-sco-3/


www.insightsonindia.com5

Mutual benefits

For China For C5

Central Asia is a ready-
made market for cheap 
exports and gave China 
overland access to mar-
kets in Europe and West 
Asia. 

The region is resource-rich, 
with massive gas and oil 
reserves, and strategic 
minerals such as uranium, 
copper, and gold. 

China also had another 
priority in its relationship 
with these countries - to 
ensure peace in Xinji-
ang Autonomous Region, 
which forms its frontier 
with Central Asia.

The BRI plays a critical role 
as a transit hub for China’s 
trade with Europe.

Chinese investments helped 
to upgrade Soviet-era infra-
structure and carry out de-
velopment works in these 
countries.

President Xi launched his 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 
a modern version of the Silk 
Road, during his 2013 visit to 
the Kazakh capital Almaty. 

Beijing has also pumped 
billions of dollars in invest-
ments that cover projects 
from oil and gas exploration, 
rail, road and seaport con-
nectivity to digital technolo-
gies and green energy.

Access to the Pacific Ocean 
and East Asia to the land-
locked region. 

China, unlike the West, asks 
no questions about their 
governance or human rights 
record.

Friction points between China and Central Asia: 
●	 Beijing’s targeting of the Muslim population of Xin-

jiang has triggered resentment in these countries, 
where Islam is the principal religion. 

●	 The increasing presence of Chinese workers and 
rapid land acquisitions by China in these countries 
has led to public protests. 

China’s ‘Grand Plan’ for Relations:
●	 The region is economically dependent on Russia, 

which is also Central Asia’s net security provider.
●	 Russia’s trade with these countries has increased 

over the last year, as it attempts to find substitutes 
for imports from Europe.

●	 Russia also has a huge migrant population of Cen-
tral Asians who bind the region to it in economic de-
pendency.

●	 Russia and China are now competing for the title of 
the top trading partner in the area. The trade be-
tween China and the five countries reached $70.2 

billion last year.
●	 Beijing is making use of Russia’s preoccupation in 

Ukraine to push Moscow out of its own strategic 
backyard.

●	 The Ukrainian invasion has given rise to fears (among 
Central Asian countries) that a security relationship 
with Moscow could prove to be a double-edged 
weapon.

India and Central Asia:

●	 While India has trading ties with these countries, it 
is hindered by the absence of a land route to Cen-
tral Asia, with Pakistan denying its passage and Af-
ghanistan being uncertain territory after the Taliban 
takeover. 

●	 The Chabahar port in Iran offers an alternative 
route, but it is not fully developed yet.

●	 Also, India’s relationships in the region (including in 
the SCO) remain security-driven.

●	 There have been suggestions that India should pro-
vide connectivity for people and trade in Central 
Asia through “air corridors”, as it had done for Af-
ghanistan. 

●	 As a first, New Delhi made its biggest outreach to 
Central Asia, when the PM of India hosted a virtual 
summit of the C5 last year. 

●	 New Delhi’s leadership of the SCO this year may pro-
vide it with an opportunity to diversify relations with 
this strategic region.

Insta Links: India-Central Asia

https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-central-asia/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-central-asia/
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GS3

HOW AI CAN HELP THE ENVIRONMENT

Syllabus: Environment/ Science and Technology

Context: Previously, we talked about the use of AI for Medicine. Here we will see AI applications for the environment. 

Some examples of how AI can help the environment: 
Application Description Example

Deforestation monitor-
ing

Deforestation and land use changes cause 
more than 10% of global greenhouse 
gas emissions. Using AI to monitor forest 
sounds and detect illegal logging

Non-profit organization the Rainforest Connec-
tion’s “Guardian” devices, which attach acoustic 
monitoring sensors to trees to detect sounds as-
sociated with illegal logging

Carbon footprint reduc-
tion in the industry

Using AI to optimize industrial processes 
and reduce carbon emissions

Fero Labs’ AI-driven optimization software, 
which reduces the amount of mined ingredients 
used in steel production

Energy efficiency in 
buildings

Using AI to optimize heating, ventilation, 
and air conditioning systems in buildings

Arup’s Neuron app, which uses IoT sensors to 
gather data on building energy usage and opti-
mize HVAC systems

Wildlife conservation Using AI to monitor and protect endangered 
species

Rouxcel Technology’s AI-enabled bracelets for 
rhinos, monitor their movements and alert au-
thorities to potential threats

Smart agriculture Using AI to optimize farming processes and 
reduce waste

John Deere’s AI-powered system, which optimiz-
es planting, irrigation, and fertilization for crops

Climate modelling Using AI to make predictions about climate 
patterns and inform climate policy

The UK’s Met Office, which uses AI to model cli-
mate patterns and inform government policy on 
climate change

Renewable energy 
management

Using AI to manage and optimize renewable 
energy sources

IBM’s Watson Energy, which uses AI to optimize 
the performance of wind and solar energy sys-
tems

Challenges in the use of AI for the Environment: 
Challenge Example

Data quality and quantity AI models require high-quality data to perform accurately, and the availability of large and 
diverse datasets can be limited

Bias in data and algo-
rithms

For example, an AI system that recommends conservation areas to protect might not account 
for cultural significance or indigenous knowledge.

Interpretability E.g., it may be challenging to understand how a deep learning model classifies satellite imag-
es to detect deforestation.

Scalability and deploy-
ment

E.g., deploying sensors to collect environmental data in remote locations or deploying drones 
to monitor wildlife may require significant investment.

Ethical considerations E.g., the use of facial recognition technology to monitor endangered species could violate 
the privacy of individuals visiting conservation areas.

Conclusion:
AI is a powerful tool that, when used appropriately, can help address some of the most pressing environmental challenges 
facing our planet. By leveraging the strengths of AI and addressing the challenges it presents, we can develop sustainable 
and innovative solutions for a better future.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/04/19/use-of-artificial-intelligence-in-medicine/
https://www.weforum.org/impact/ai-for-agriculture-in-india/


www.insightsonindia.com7

Insta Links
AI and Robotics

Mains links:
Q. Discuss the applications of AI for use in Environment 
conservation. (250 Words)

GS Paper 3

ALL INDIA REPORT OF FIRST CEN-
SUS OF WATER BODIES

Syllabus: Environment, Conservation

Context: Ministry of Jal Shakti has launched the 1st Census 
of Water Bodies in convergence with the 6th Minor Irriga-
tion (MI) Census under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme “Ir-
rigation Census”. 

Background: 
●	 Since water is a state subject under the 7th Schedule 

of the Indian Constitution, the relevant State Gov-
ernments are primarily responsible for taking action. 

●	 Through a number of schemes and programs, the 
Central Government offers technical and financial 
assistance to support their efforts.

○	 As an illustration, the Pradhan Mantri Kri-
shi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY)-Har Khet Ko 
Pani (HKKP) scheme provides for the Repair, 
Renovation, and Restoration (RRR) of Water 
Bodies. 

The First Census of Water Bodies
●	 Objective: To develop a national database for all 

water bodies by collecting information on their size, 
condition, status of encroachments, use, storage ca-
pacity, the status of filling up of storage, etc.

●	 What is unique about the census?
○	 Until the 5th minor irrigation census, water 

body data was only available at the village 
level.

○	 The first water body census included data 
on all types of water bodies in both rural 
and urban areas.

○	 For the first time, data on the encroachment 
of water bodies was also gathered during 
the census. 

●	 The census defines a water body as: All natural or 
man-made units bounded on all sides with some or 
no masonry work used for storing water for irriga-
tion or other purposes (industrial, domestic or drink-
ing, groundwater recharge, etc).

Highlights of the first census:

●	 24,24,540 water bodies have been enumerated in 
the country, out of which 97.1% are in rural areas 
and only 2.9% in urban areas.

●	 West Bengal’s South 24 Parganas has been ranked 
as the top district having the highest (3.55 lakh) 
number of water bodies across the country. 

Classification of water bodies:

●	 West Bengal has the highest number of ponds and 
reservoirs, whereas Andhra Pradesh has the highest 
number of tanks. 

●	 Tamil Nadu has the highest number of lakes and 
Maharashtra is the leading state with water conser-
vation schemes.

Data on encroachment: 1.6% of water bodies are reported 
to be encroached, out of which 95.4% are in rural areas and 
the remaining 4.6% in urban areas.

Way ahead for Augmentation, Conservation and Efficient 
Management of Water Resources:

●	 Inclusion of water bodies in land records
●	 Making them an integral part of the town planning 

process
●	 Strict action against the encroachers

https://www.insightsonindia.com/science-technology/robotics/artificial-intelligence-and-robotics/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/welfare-schemes/schemes-under-ministry-of-agriculture/pradhan-mantri-krishi-sinchai-yojana/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/welfare-schemes/schemes-under-ministry-of-agriculture/pradhan-mantri-krishi-sinchai-yojana/


www.insightsonindia.com8

GS Paper 3

STATE OF THE GLOBAL CLIMATE 2022
Syllabus: Environment, Conservation

Context: According to the World Meteorological Organisation’s (WMO) annual ‘State of the Global Climate 2022’ report, 
from mountain peaks to ocean depths, climate change continued its advance in 2022.

Highlights of the report- State of the Global Climate 2022:
In 2022, two climate modes - the El Niño–Southern Oscillation (ENSO) and the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) - contributed 
to major weather and climate events across large areas of the world.
Global mean temperature The global mean temperature in 2022 was 1.15°C above the 1850-1900 average. 

The years 2015 to 2022 were the eight warmest in the instrumental record back to 1850. 

This was despite three consecutive years of a cooling La Niña.
Concentrations of the 
three main greenhouse 
gases – carbon dioxide, 
methane, and nitrous ox-
ide

Reached record observed highs in 2021. 

The annual increase in methane concentration from 2020 to 2021 was the highest on record. 

The 3 continued to increase in 2022.
Reference glaciers Experienced an average thickness change of over 1.3 metres between October 2021 and 

October 2022.
Sea ice in Antarctica Dropped to 1.92 million km2 on February 25, 2022, the lowest level on record and almost 1 

million km2 below the long-term (1991-2020) mean.
Ocean heat content Around 90% of the energy trapped in the climate system by GHGs goes into the ocean.

Ocean warming rates have been particularly high in the past two decades. 

Despite continuing La Niña conditions, 58% of the ocean surface experienced at least one 
marine heatwave during 2022.

Global mean sea level 
(GMSL) 

The rate of global mean sea level rise has doubled between (1993-2002, 2.27 mm∙yr-) and 
(2013-2022, 4.62 mm∙yr).

Ocean acidification CO2 reacts with seawater resulting in a decrease of pH referred to as ‘ocean acidification’. 

Ocean acidification threatens organisms and ecosystem services. 

The ocean surface pH is now the lowest and current rates of pH change are unprecedented.

Socio-economic and environmental impacts
Extreme Weather Events: Drought gripped East Africa, Record-breaking rain in July and August led to extensive flooding 
in Pakistan, and Record-breaking heat waves affected Europe during the summer. The unusual heat in Europe last year led 
to the deaths (15,000) than any other single extreme climate event.

Food insecurity: As of 2021, 2.3 billion people faced food insecurity, of which 924 million people faced severe food inse-
curity. 

Displacement: In Somalia, almost 1.2 million people became internally displaced by the catastrophic impacts of drought.

Environment: Global warming is causing the temperate zone to expand, and climate change is also affecting recurring 
events (trees blossom, birds migrate) in nature, etc.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-geography-2/indian-climate/indian-monsoon/mechanism-of-formation-of-indian-monsoon/recent-concepts/role-of-el-nino-and-southern-oscillation-enso/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-geography-2/indian-climate/indian-monsoon/mechanism-of-formation-of-indian-monsoon/recent-concepts/role-of-indian-ocean-dipole-iod/
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India-specific findings and predictions:

Findings Predictions

Heatwaves in the 2022 pre-monsoon season in India 
caused a decline in crop yields. A number of forest fires, 
particularly in Uttarakhand. 

This, combined with the banning of wheat exports and 
restrictions on rice exports in India, posed high risks to 
countries already affected by shortages of staple foods.

The Indian Monsoon onset was earlier and the withdraw-
al was later than normal in 2022. The majority of the Indi-
an subcontinent was wetter than average.

Heatwave conditions existed even in February which is not 
even a summer month. 

After a relatively cool March, heat waves were back in April.

With the La Nina phase getting over, and forecasts of El Nino 
taking over in a few months, this year is predicted to be 
warmer than 2022.

The IMD has predicted a normal monsoon this year, but 
the impact of El Nino led to fears that rainfall might be sup-
pressed.

Insta Links: Synthesis Report of IPCC AR6

Content for Mains Enrichment (CME)

KERALA ADOPTS WATER BUDGET
Context: Kerala became the first state to adopt a water bud-
get, as a solution to water scarcity during summer months to 
ensure equitable water distribution.

What is Water Budget?
A water budget is a tool used to manage water resources by 
estimating the total amount of water available in a region 
and the amount of water used by different sectors. 

Benefits:
•	 It helps in making informed decisions about water 

use
•	 Identifying areas of water scarcity
•	 Developing strategies for equitable water distribu-

tion.
•	 Create awareness about proper water use and 

avoiding wastage. 

Other initiatives of the Kerala government: It has revived 
over 15,000 kilometres of waterways in the last few years, 
and local bodies are rejuvenating more ponds and streams. 

Usage: This can be used as an example in Governance, and 
Agriculture questions on water management. 

NEW DELHI DECLARATION
Context: The two day Global Buddhist Summit 2023 con-
cluded successfully in New Delhi today with the New Delhi 
Declaration

To know about Global Buddhist Summit: Click here
Major outcomes of the New Delhi Declaration:

•	 It highlights the importance of peace, well-being, 
harmony, and compassion for universal peace

•	 The texts, doctrines and philosophy of Buddha 
Dhamma are the best guides for inter-faith dialogue, 
harmony and universal peace.

•	 It calls upon all nations, organizations, and individ-
uals to work towards creating a world free from 
conflict, violence, and war, protecting the environ-
ment, promoting mindfulness and wisdom, and 
preserving the sacred sites of Buddhism.

•	 It recommends a paradigm shift in human attitudes 
towards nature, with an emphasis on value edu-
cation and character building, particularly among 
youths.

•	 It recognized the Buddhist pilgrimage as a living 
heritage that promotes spiritual growth, cultural 
understanding and social harmony

Usage: The values presented in the declaration can be used 
in Essay/Ethics to support your answers.
 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/03/21/synthesis-report-of-ipcc-ar6/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/04/18/global-buddhist-summit/
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Facts for Prelims (FFP)

ABHILEKH PATAL
Context: PM praised “Abhilekh Patal” a portal with over 1 Crore Pages of Historical Records of the National Archives. 

About the Portal:
It is a web portal to access records of the National Archives of India (NAI) and make its content available to all. 

About NAI

The National Archives of India (est. 1891; HQ: New Delhi) is a repository of the non-current records of the Government 
of India and holds them in trust for the use of administrators and scholars. NAI is an Attached Office of the Ministry of 
Culture. 

AADHAAR AUTHENTICATION
Context: The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has proposed rules to allow entities other than 
Government Ministries and Departments to use Aadhaar authentication to promote ease of living and enable better ac-
cess to services for citizens.

About the proposed rule:
Topic Information

What does the Rule say? Any entity other than a ministry or department that desires to use Aadhaar authentication 
needs to submit its proposal to the concerned ministry/department at the Centre or state 
level with justificationThe proposal is forwarded to UIDAI, which will review and decide on 
the application. 

What is Aadhaar Authen-
tication (AA)?

Aadhaar authentication is a process that verifies the identity of an individual using their Aad-
haar number. It is mainly used for availing government services and schemes.

Entities currently allowed 
to perform AA

Government ministries and departments; Some private entities like banks and telecom com-
panies (for KYC authentication and only if UIDAI was satisfied with regard to standards of 
privacy and security)

Purpose of AA For the interest of good governance, preventing leakage of public funds, enablement of in-
novation, the spread of knowledge, and promoting ease of living and enabling better access 
to services for residents.

Legal provision Aadhaar Authentication for Good Governance (Social Welfare, Innovation, Knowledge) 
Rules, 2020

Concerns SC (2018) struck down Section 57 of the Aadhaar Act which allowed the use of Aadhaar data 
by private companies – to establish the identity of an individual for being “unconstitutional”

What is the Aadhaar 
number?

A 12-digit unique identity number issued by UIDAI, a statutory authority under MeitY, on 
behalf of the Government of India. It is based on an individual’s biometric and demographic 
data.
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CARICOM
Context: External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar co-chaired 
the 4th India-CARICOM ministerial meeting

About Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
CARICOM (est. in 1973; HQ: Georgetown, Guyana) is an in-
tergovernmental organisation that is a political and econom-
ic union of 15 member states throughout the Americas and 
Atlantic. 

TRANSFER PRICING-”ARM’S 
LENGTH PRICE”

Context: The recent Supreme Court ruling that the “arm’s 
length price” determined by the Income Tax Appellate Tri-
bunal (ITAT) cannot be treated as final in disputes related 
to alleged income suppression by multinational companies 
could potentially increase fresh litigation and delay final de-
cisions.

What is Transfer pricing?
Transfer pricing refers to the pricing of goods, services, or in-
tellectual property that is sold between two or more compa-
nies that are part of the same multinational enterprise (e.g., 
subsidiaries).

What is the “arm’s length price”?
Arm’s length price is a transaction in which buyers and sell-
ers of a product act independently and have no relation-
ship with each other. 

Impact of the Judgement:
•	 It may delay and increase the litigation
•	 The ruling may increase the use of conciliatory mech-

anisms like advance pricing agreements (APAs)
•	 It could also increase the utility of MAP (mutual 

agreement procedure), as an alternate dispute res-
olution mechanism.

•	 It will increase the usefulness of Safe Harbour 
rules—which restrain the tax authority from ques-

tioning the pricing of certain transactions between 
multinational companies and their subsidiaries.

UDAN 5.0
Context: The Ministry of Civil Aviation in India has launched 
the 5th round of the Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) - 
Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik (UDAN) to improve connectivity in 
remote and regional areas of the country.

About UDAN Scheme
It was launched as a Regional Connectivity Scheme (RCS) un-
der the Ministry of Civil Aviation  in 2016, to provide  af-
fordable, economically viable and profitable air travel  on 
regional routes to the common man even in small towns.

•	 It envisages  providing connectivity to un-served 
and underserved airports of the country  through 
the revival of existing airstrips and airports. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/important-international-institutions-agencies-and-further-structure-mandate-etc/india-caricom/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/welfare-schemes/ministry-of-civil-aviation/udan-scheme-ude-desh-ka-aam-nagrik/
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Comparison: 
UDAN 1.0 UDAN 2.0 UDAN 3.0 UDAN 4.0 UDAN 5.0

Focus Category Category 1 (19-78 
Seats)

1 (19-78 
Seats)

1 (19-78 
Seats)

1 (19-78 
Seats)

2 (20-80 Seats) and 3 (>80 Seats)

Distance Length 
Cap

500 km 500 km 800 km 1,200 km Now no restriction on the dis-
tance between the origin and 
destination of the flight

Viability Gap 
Funding Cap

70% for Cat-1, 90% 
for Hilly States, J&K, 
Ladakh, NE and Island 
regions

Same as 
UDAN 1.0

Same as 
UDAN 1.0

Same as 
UDAN 1.0

60% for Priority Areas, 20% for 
Non-Priority Areas

Number of Air-
ports

70 airports 325 airports 688 air-
ports

766 airports 766 airports

Exclusivity 3 years 3 years 3 years 1 year 1 year
Implementation 
Period

10 years 10 years 10 years 10 years 10 years

Other features of UDAN 5.0:
•	 No predetermined routes would be offered. Only Network and Individual Route Proposal proposed by airlines will 

be considered. 
•	 The same route will not be awarded to a single airline more than once, whether in different networks or in the 

same network.
•	 Airlines would be required to commence operations within 4 months of the award of the route. Earlier this dead-

line was 6 months

100 FOOD STREETS IN 100 DISTRICTS
Context: The Ministry of Health has proposed the operationalization of ‘100 food streets across 100 districts’ in the country 
to promote safe and hygienic food practices. 

About the  Eat Right Food Street Project:
Key Details Description

Aim To promote safe and healthy food practices, reduce food-borne illnesses, and improve overall 
health outcomes

Implementing Authority Ministry of Health and Family Welfare in collaboration with the Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs

Funding Financial assistance of ₹1 crore per food street/district provided to States and Union Territo-
ries

Implementation Through the National Health Mission (NHM) in convergence with the Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs and technical support from the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI)

Number of Food Streets 100 food streets in 100 districts across the country
About National Health 
Mission

It was launched in 2013 subsuming the National Rural Health Mission and the National Urban 
Health Mission, with the aim to achieve universal access to equitable, affordable & quality 
healthcare services that are accountable and responsive to people’s needs.
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PRAYAG PLATFORM
Context: Jal Shakti Ministry launched PRAYAG, a real-time 
monitoring centre for planning and monitoring of projects, 
river water quality, etc., during the 11th meeting of the Em-
powered Task Force of the National Mission for Clean Ganga 
(NMCG)

About
PRAYAG (Platform for Real-time Analysis of Yamuna, Ganga 
and their Tributaries) monitors various projects through var-
ious online dashboards such as Ganga Tarang Portal, Ganga 
Districts Performance Monitoring System, etc. 

About National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG)

NMCG (est. 2011; as a registered society) aims to rehabili-
tate and boost existing sewage treatment plants; curb pol-
lution at exit points; maintain water flow without changing 
natural variations; restore surface and groundwater, etc. in 
Ganga and its tributary basins. It is being implemented by 
the National Ganga Council.

MAJOR ECONOMIES FORUM 
(MEF) ON ENERGY AND CLIMATE

Context: The Leaders Meeting of the Major Economies Fo-
rum on Energy and Climate Change has acknowledged cli-
mate change as a major challenge.

•	 The meeting was attended by the Heads of State 
and Ministers of 20 major economies of the world.

About MEF:
Description

Purpose Facilitating dialogue among major emit-
ting countries (both developed and devel-
oping) to advance efforts against climate 
change

Y e a r 
Launched

2009 by US President Barack Obama

Members 20 major economies including India, Aus-
tralia, Brazil, China, UK, UAE, etc.

GDP and GHG 
Emissions

MEF economies account for roughly 80% 
of global GDP and global greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions

Focus Achieving International Energy Agen-
cy’s (IEA’s) “Credible Pathways to 1.5°C”, 
through Decarbonizing Energy; Reducing 
deforestation to net zero;  Launching a 
Methane Finance Sprint to cut methane 
emissions; Accelerating hydrofluorocar-
bon (HFC) phasedown under Kigali Amend-
ment; Accelerate CCUS technologies 
through a COP 28 Carbon Management 
Challenge

INDIAN SKIMMERS
Context: The Satkosia wildlife sanctuary in India has record-
ed the breeding of Indian Skimmers for the first time

About Indian Skimmers:
Information

Common Name Indian Skimmer, Indian Scissors-bill 
(Rynchops albicollis)

Native The Indian Skimmer is native to India, 
Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, Paki-
stan and Vietnam.

Habitat Coastal estuaries, sandy lowland rivers, 
lakes, marshes, estuaries

Distribution Western and eastern India, with breed-
ing locations mostly along the Chambal 
River in Central India

IUCN Endangered
CITES Status Not listed
Threats Habitat degradation, disturbances near 

rivers
About Satkosia 
wildlife sanctu-
ary

Located in Odisha on the banks of 
the  Mahanadi River, the sanctuary is 
one of the critical tiger habitats by the 
National Tiger Conservation Authority 
(NTCA).
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