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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -1st-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements about the Economic Survey:

1. It is prepared by the chief economic adviser (CEA).

2. The first Economic Survey was presented for 1950-51 and until 1964,
it was presented along with the Budget.

3. Once prepared, the Survey is approved by the Finance Minister and
the comments or policy solutions contained in the Survey are not
binding on the government.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e It provides a detailed report of the state of the national economy (from
agriculture to unemployment to infrastructure) for the year that is
coming to a close (2022-23) with forecasts of the upcoming financial
year (2023-24).

e It is prepared by the Economic Division of the Department of
Economic Affairs (DEA), Ministry of Finance, under the guidance
of the chief economic adviser (CEA).

e Once prepared, the Survey is approved by the Finance Minister and
the comments or policy solutions contained in the Survey are not
binding on the government.

e The first Economic Survey was presented for 1950-51 and until 1964,
it was presented along with the Budget.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/01 /economic-survey-2023-
here-are-the-key-takeaways/
2. Consider the following statements about National Statistical Commission

1. It is a statutory body and was the outcome of Rangarajan
Commission.

2. The chief economic adviser (CEA) is the secretary of NSC.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e [t is a statutory body and was the outcome of Rangarajan
Commission. The Chief Statistician of India is the secretary of NSC. It
works under the office of CSO (Central Statistical Office) and National
Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO).

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/01 /21st-century-india-needs-a-
real-time-fiscal-data-portal/

3. Consider the following statements about e-Gram SWARAJ Portal::
1. It is a Simplified Work Based Accounting Application for Panchayati
Raj.
|
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2. It is one of the applications developed as part of Panchayat Enterprise
Suite (PES) under the Digital India programme.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)
Explanation: About e-Gram SWARAJ Portal:
e As a part of Panchayat Enterprise Suite (PES) under the e-Panchayat
Mission Mode Project (MMP), the portal aims at capacity building of
its functionaries using technological interventions.
e Other initiatives: The PRIASoft (Panchayati Raj Institutions
Accounting Software) is the Online Payment Module whereby Gram
Panchayats are carrying out online payments to the vendors and
service providers.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/01 /mission-2023-insights-
daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-1-february-2023/

4. Arrange the following cities, which are occasionally featured in news, from
North to South:
1. Amaravati
2. Visakhapatnam
3. Kurnool
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@) 1-2-3
(b) 2-1-3
(c) 3-2-1
(d) 1-3-2
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

Capitals of
Andhra Pradesh

Visakhapatnam

Executive capital

Amaravati
Legislative capital

Kurnool
Judicial capital

[ J
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/01 /mission-2023-insights-
daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-1-february-2023/

5. What is a Qualified Institutional Investor (QII)?

(a) An individual investor with a high net worth

(b) A financial institution that manages funds for large investors

(c) A private equity firm that invests in startups
|
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(d) A hedge fund that uses high-risk strategies to generate returns
Ans; (b)
Explanation: Who are Institutional Investors or Qualified Institutional
Investors (QlIs)?

e Commercial banks, mutual fund houses, public financial institutions,
and foreign portfolio investors fall under this category. SEBI has
mandated that QIIs cannot be allocated more than 50% of shares

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/01 /mission-2023-insights-
daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-1-february-2023/
6. World Economic Outlook (WEO) report is released by

(a) WB

(b) IMF

(c) WEF

(d) WTO

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e In its recent update of the World Economic Outlook (WEO) report, the
IMF has marginally improved the forecast for global growth in 2023 —
a relief, given the fears of a global recession in 2023.

e The IMF releases the WEO twice every year, in April and October,
apart from updating it twice — in January and July.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/01 /mission-2023-insights-
daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-1-february-2023/
7. What is quantum coherence?

(a) A property of quantum systems where particles are not entangled

(b) A property of quantum systems where particles are not localized

(c) A property of quantum systems where particles exhibit correlated
behavior

(d) A property of quantum systems where particles exhibit uncorrelated
behavior

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e A property of quantum systems where particles exhibit correlated
behavior

e Explanation: Quantum coherence refers to the correlation and phase
relationship between particles in a quantum system. It allows
quantum systems to display behaviors that are not seen in classical
systems, such as superposition and interference.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/01 /mission-2023-insights-
daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-1-february-2023/
8. In which of the following states is Biligiriranganatha Swamy Temple Wildlife
Sanctuary (BRT Wildlife Sanctuary) located?

(a) Karnataka

(b) Maharashtra

(c) Kerala

(d) Tamil Nadu

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e The Biligiri Rangaswamy Temple Tiger Reserve (BRT) is located in
Chamarajanagar district of Karnataka State. This unique Bio-
geographical habitat is in the middle of the bridge between Western
and Eastern ghats in South India.
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/01 /mission-2023-insights-
daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-1-february-2023/

9. In the context of any country, which one of the following would be
considered as part of its social capital?

(a) The proportion of literates in the population

(b) The stock of its buildings, other infrastructure and machines

(c) The size of population in the working age group

(d) The level of mutual trust and harmony in the society

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Option A and D are examples of human capital and option B is
physical capital.

e Straight from Wikipedia: “Social capital broadly refers to those factors
of effectively functioning social groups that include such things as
interpersonal relationships, a shared sense of identity, a shared
understanding, shared norms, shared values, trust, cooperation, and
reciprocity.” Option D is the correct answer.

Refer: UPSC CSE 2019

10.Which of the following is not included in the assets of a commercial bank in
India?

(a) Advances

(b) Deposits

(c) Investments

(d) Money at call and short notice

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Deposits are a liability on a commercial bank, since it must return its
lenders the amount it owes them. Answer is B.

e Loans and Advances form assets of the bank. Also, Investments form
the second largest component in the assets side of banks’ balance
sheets after loans and advances as per a recent RBI report, see
https://rbi.org.in/scripts/PublicationsView.aspx?Id=18743 (sec 2.4)

e So, the assets of the commercial bank in India are Cash in hand,
Investments, Loans, Advances, Bills discounted and purchased, while
the liabilities are Capital and Reserves, Deposits, Borrowings, and
other liabilities.

Refer: UPSC CSE 2019

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -2nd-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements regarding the State Election Commission.

1. The State Election Commissioner is appointed by the President.

2. The State Election Commissioner has the status of a Judge of a High
Court.

3. The State Election Commissioners work independently of the Election
Commission of India and each has its own sphere of operation.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) 2 only
. _____________________________________________________________________________]
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(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e The Constitution of India vests in the State Election Commission,
consisting of a State Election Commissioner, the superintendence,
direction and control of the preparation of electoral rolls for, and the
conduct of all elections to the Panchayats and the Municipalities
(Articles 243K, 243ZA).

e The State Election Commissioner is appointed by the Governor.

e The State Election Commissioners work independently of the Election
Commission of India and each has its own sphere of operation.

e Powers and removal of state election commissioner:

e The State Election Commissioner has the status, salary and allowance
of a Judge of a High Court and cannot be removed from office except
in like manner and on the like grounds as a Judge of a High Court.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/03 /no-bar-on-contesting-two-
seats-in-one-poll/
2. Consider the following statements regarding the Election Commission of
India.

1. The Constitution has not prescribed the qualifications of the members
of the Election Commission.

2. The Constitution has specified the term of the members of the
Election Commission.

3. The Constitution has debarred the retiring election commissioners
from any further appointment by the government.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Though the constitution has sought to safeguard and ensure the
independence and impartiality of the Election Commission, some
flaws with respect to the members of the EC can be noted, viz.,

e The Constitution has not prescribed the qualifications (legal,
educational, administrative or judicial) of the members of the Election
Commission.

e The Constitution has not specified the term of the members of the
Election Commission.

e The Constitution has not debarred the retiring election commissioners
from any further appointment by the government.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/03/no-bar-on-contesting-two-
seats-in-one-poll/

3. Consider the following statements about the Sixth Schedule of the Indian
Constitution:
1. According to Article 244 of the Indian Constitution, the Sixth
Schedule consists of provisions for the administration of tribal areas
in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Manipur.
|
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2. Along with ADCs, the 6th Schedule also provides for separate

Regional Councils for each area constituted as an autonomous region.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e The Schedule protects tribal populations, providing autonomy to
communities through the creation of Autonomous Development
Councils (ADCs), which can frame laws on land, public health and
agriculture.

e According to Article 244 of the Indian Constitution, the Sixth
Schedule consists of provisions for the administration of tribal areas
in Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram.

e As of now, 10 autonomous councils exist in the above 4 states.

e Along with ADCs, the 6th Schedule also provides for separate
Regional Councils for each area constituted as an autonomous region.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /03 /centre-sowing-seeds-of-
militancy-in-ladakh-by-alienating-the-youth-education-reformer-sonam-
wangchuk/

4. What is the Angel Tax, and how does it affect Indian startups?

(a) Angel Tax is a tax imposed on angel investors who provide funding to
startups in India. It has a negative impact on the startup ecosystem
as it discourages investment in the sector.

(b) Angel Tax is a tax imposed on startups who receive funding from
angel investors in India. It has a positive impact on the startup
ecosystem as it ensures that only genuine startups receive funding.

(c) Angel Tax is a tax imposed on startups who receive funding from
venture capital firms in India. It has a neutral impact on the startup
ecosystem as it does not discriminate against startups based on the
source of funding.

(d) Angel Tax is a tax imposed on individuals who invest in the stock
market in India. It has no impact on the startup ecosystem.

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Context: According to a proposal made in the Finance Bill, 2023,
foreign/angel investors may be required to pay the “angel tax,”
which was previously only supposed to be paid for investments raised
by resident Indian investors.

e Angel Tax is a tax imposed on angel investors who provide funding to
startups in India. It has a negative impact on the startup ecosystem
as it discourages investment in the sector.
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Angle Investors

“Angle Investors are wealthy individuals who provide capital to promising early —
stage business entities usually in exchange for a portion of their equity.”

Seed capital or
Funds

Portion of
ownership Equity

Angle Investor j. Entrepreneur
WallStreetMojo
Y \__{/ ‘%} j

Refer:https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /03 /why-proposed-change-in-
angel-tax-has-rattled-indian-start-ups/
S. Consider the following statements:
1. In India, all judges have the same judicial powers.
2. A puisne judge of a High Court is a judge other than a Chief Justice.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Who is a Puisne Judge:

o The term puisne judge is used in common law countries to
refer to judges who are ranked lower in seniority, i.e., any judge
other than the Chief Justice of that court.

o Common law is the body of law that is created by judges
through their written opinions, rather than through statutes or
constitutions (statutory law). Common law, which is used
interchangeably with ‘case law’, is based on judicial precedent.
The United Kingdom (UK) and the Commonwealth countries,
including India, are common law countries.

e Puisne Judge in India:

o In India, all judges have the same judicial powers. As the
seniormost judge of a court, the Chief Justice has an
additional administrative role.

o In India, there is a reference to a puisne judge only while
considering the order of seniority for appointments, elevations
to High Courts, etc., but it does not have a bearing on the
exercise of a judge’s judicial power.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/03/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-3-february-2023/
6. Consider the following statements about International Seabed Authority:

1. It is an intergovernmental body of 167 member states and the
European Union.

2. It comes under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS)for monitoring all activities related to mineral resources in
the deep sea.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
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(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e [SA (HQ: Jamaica, est. 1994) is an intergovernmental body of 167
member states and the European Union established under the 1982
UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and its 1994 Agreement on
Implementation

e It comes under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) for monitoring all activities related to mineral resources in
the deep sea.

e The international seabed is the area that lies beyond the limits of
national jurisdiction and represents around 50% of the total area of
the world’s oceans.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /03 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-3-february-2023/

7. Consider the following statements about Mugger crocodile:
1. It is most commonly found in freshwater environments.
2. It is also known as the fish-eating crocodile.
3. It has been listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e Gharial is known as the gavial or the fish-eating crocodile.
e Since 1982, it has been listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List.
e [t is native to freshwater habitats from southern Iran to the Indian
subcontinent, where it inhabits marshes, lakes, rivers and artificial
ponds.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/03/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-3-february-2023/

8. Consider the following statements:

1. Biodiversity Heritage Sites are areas that are unique, ecologically
fragile ecosystems having a rich biodiversity.

2. Under Biological Diversity Act (BDA) 2002, the Central Governments
are empowered to notify BHS, in consultation with States, of areas of
biodiversity importance as Biodiversity Heritage Sites.

3. There are 36 BHS in India, Mahendragiri hill (Odisha) is the last BHS
added in 2022.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)
|
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Explanation:

e Biodiversity Heritage Sites are areas that are unique, ecologically
fragile ecosystems having a rich biodiversity.

e Under Biological Diversity Act (BDA) 2002, the State Governments
are empowered to notify BHS, in consultation with ‘local bodies’, of
areas of biodiversity importance as Biodiversity Heritage Sites.

e There are 36 BHS in India, Mahendragiri hill (Odisha) is the last BHS
added in 2022.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/03/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-3-february-2023/
9. Consider the following statements about Red Sanders:

1. It is a species found in the southern tropical dry deciduous forest of
Andhra Pradesh (AP).

2. It has been listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)
Explanation: About Red Sanders:

e Red Sanders (Pterocarpus santalinus), also called Red Sandalwood, is
a species found in the southern tropical dry deciduous forest of
Andhra Pradesh (AP).

e IUCN - ‘Endangered’

e CITES - Appendix II

e Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 — Schedule IV

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/03/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-3-february-2023 /
10.The Dar-es-Salaam Declaration was in news recently is related to

(a) Desertification and its Mitigation

(b) Organ Trafficking and Transplant Tourism

(c) Water conservation

(d) None of the above

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e The Dar-es-Salaam Declarationon ending AIDS in children was
endorsed unanimously. The commitment marks a step up to ensure
that all children with HIV have access to life-saving treatment and
that mothers living with HIV have babies free from HIV.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/03/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-3-february-2023/

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -3rd-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements regarding appointment of Supreme Court
judges.
1. The Chief Justice of India and the Judges of the Supreme Court are
appointed by the President of India.
-
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2. Whenever there is any doubt about the senior most Judge to hold the
office of the Chief Justice of India, the matter is decided by the
Parliament.

3. For appointing Judges of the Supreme Court, the recommendation of
collegium to the President is binding during the first instance.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 only

(d) 1 and 2 only

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e The Chief Justice of India and the Judges of the Supreme Court are
appointed by the President under clause (2) of Article 124 of the
Constitution.

e The names are recommended by the Collegium.

e The collegium sends its final recommendation to the President of
India for approval. The President can either accept it or reject it. In
the case it is rejected, the recommendation comes back to the
collegium. If the collegium reiterates its recommendation to the
President, then he/she is bound by that recommendation.

e Appointment to the office of the Chief Justice of India should be of the
senior most Judge of the Supreme Court considered fit to hold the
office.

e Whenever there is any doubt about the fitness of the senior most
Judge to hold the office of the Chief Justice of India, consultation with
other Judges as envisaged in Article 124 (2) of the Constitution would
be made for appointment of the next Chief Justice of India.

Refer: https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/02 /is-judicial-majoritarianism-
justified/
2. Consider the following statements.

1. The Supreme Court was created under the Constitution, and is a
relatively new court than some of the High Courts in India.

2. The Supreme Court is superior to the High Court and a High Court
judge is subordinate to a Supreme Court judge.

3. The High Courts can provide remedies in all cases arising under the
constitutional law, the civil law and the criminal law.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 3 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e The High Courts and the Supreme Court form one single integrated
judiciary having jurisdiction and providing remedies in all cases
arising under the constitutional law, the civil law or the criminal law.

e The Supreme Court was created under the Constitution, and is a
relatively new court. On the other hand, some of the High Courts in
our country have been in existence since the 1860s.
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e The Indian Constitution envisaged the equality of power of High Court
judges and Supreme Court judges, with a High Court judge not being
a subordinate of a Supreme Court judge.

e The Supreme Court has, on many occasions, reiterated the position
that the Supreme Court is superior to the High Court only in the
appellate sense.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/02 /is-judicial-majoritarianism-

justified/

3. Consider the following statements.

1. The parallel judicial systems of courts and tribunals can provide for
direct appeals to the Supreme Court, bypassing the High Courts.

2. The Collegium has the power to transfer judges and chief justices
from one High Court to another.

3. The High courts in India were created based on the provisions of
Indian Independence Act, 1947.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (b)
Explanation::

e The Supreme Court (or rather, a section of its judges, called “the
Collegium”) has the power to appoint judges and chief justices to the
High Courts and the Supreme Court. This Collegium also has the
power to transfer judges and chief justices from one High Court to
another. Second, successive governments have passed laws that
create parallel judicial systems of courts and tribunals which provide
for direct appeals to the Supreme Court, bypassing the High Courts.

e The Supreme Court was created under the Constitution, and is a
relatively new court. On the other hand, some of the High Courts in
our country have been in existence since the 1860s (and some existed
even before that).

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/02 /is-judicial-majoritarianism-
justified/
4. Consider the following statements:

1. According to Article 112 of the Indian Constitution, the annual
financial statement is a statement of the estimated receipts and
expenditures of the government for a particular year.

2. It is prepared by the Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of
Finance, for the fiscal year that runs from 1st April to 31st March.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e According to Article 112 of the Indian Constitution, the annual

financial statement is a statement of the estimated receipts and

expenditures of the government for a particular year.
|
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e The receipts and expenditures are shown under three parts, namely,
the Consolidated Fund of India and the Public Account of India
(Article 266), and the Contingency Fund of India (Article 267).
e [t is prepared by the Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of
Finance, for the fiscal year that runs from 1st April to 31st March.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/02/union-budget-2023-24/

5. Consider the following statements.

1. The Constitution of India places the appointment of district judges in
the domain of the states.

2. High Courts exercise jurisdiction over the subordinate judiciary in the
state.

3. District judges are selected through a process conducted by the State
Public Service Commissions and the concerned High Court.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e How are district judges currently recruited?

e Articles 233 and 234 of the Constitution of India deal with the
appointment of district judges, and place it in the domain of the
states.

e The selection process is conducted by the State Public Service
Commissions and the concerned High Court, since High Courts
exercise jurisdiction over the subordinate judiciary in the state.
Panels of High Court judges interview candidates after the exam and
select them for appointment.

e All judges of the lower judiciary up to the level of district judge are
selected through the Provincial Civil Services (Judicial) exam. PCS(J)
is commonly referred to as the judicial services exam.

Refer: https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/02 /is-judicial-majoritarianism-

justified/

6. What is the main difference between communism and socialism?

(a) Communism aims for a classless society while socialism aims for a
fairer distribution of wealth.

(b) Socialism advocates for government control of production while
communism advocates for worker control.

(c) Communism is based on the idea of a planned economy while
socialism allows for a mixed economy.

(d) none of the above

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e The ultimate goal of communism is to abolish social classes and
create a classless society, where everyone has equal access to
resources and wealth. In contrast, socialism aims to create a fairer
distribution of wealth, where the means of production are owned and
controlled collectively, but there may still be some unequal
distribution of wealth.
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Refer: facts for prelims:https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/02/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2-february-2023/
7. What do you mean by macrosomia?

(a) It is defined as a condition in which a baby is born with an excessive
body weight.

(b) It is defined as a condition in which a baby is born with a low body
weight.

(c) It is defined as a condition in which a baby is born with a birth defect.

(d) none of the above

Ans: (a)
Explanation: About Macrosomia:

e The term used to describe these giant babies is macrosomia (Greek for
the large body). Any baby that weighs more than 4kg, regardless of its
gestational age, is said to have macrosomia.

Refer: facts for prelims:https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/02/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2-february-2023/
8. With reference to India’s Hemis National Park, which of the following
statements is/are correct?

1. It is the only national park in India that is north of the Himalayas.

2. It lies on the bank of river Indus.

3. The park contains metalled or motorable roads.

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 1,2 and 3

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d) 2 and 3 only

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e It is a high altitude national park in Ladakh, India. Globally famous
for its snow leopards, it is believed to have the highest density of them
in any protected area in the world.

e It is the only national park in India that is north of the Himalayas, the
largest notified protected area in India (largest National park) and is
the second largest contiguous protected area, after the Nanda Devi
Biosphere Reserve and surrounding protected areas.

e The park is bounded on the north by the banks of the Indus River.

e No metalled or motorable roads traverse the park.

Refer: facts for prelims:https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/02/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2-february-2023/

9. Consider the following statements with reference to Namdapha National
Park:
1. It is a large protected area in Assam of Northeast India.
2. It harbours extensive dipterocarp forests.
3. The Namdapha flying squirrel is endemic to the park and critically
endangered.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (b)
|
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Explanation:

e S1: Namdapha National Park is a large protected area in Arunachal
Pradesh of Northeast India. It is a biodiversity hotspot in the Eastern
Himalayas.

e S2: The national park harbours the northernmost lowland evergreen
rainforests in the world at 27°N latitude. It also harbours extensive
dipterocarp forests, comprising the northwestern parts of the
Mizoram-Manipur-Kachin rain forests ecoregion. It is the fourth
largest national park in India.

e S3: The Namdapha flying squirrel was first collected in the park and
described. It is endemic to the park and critically endangered. It was
last recorded in 1981 in a single valley within the park.

Refer: facts for prelims:https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /02 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2-february-2023 /

10.If a commodity is provided free to the public by the Government, then

(a) The opportunity cost is zero.

(b) The opportunity cost is ignored.

(c) The opportunity cost is transferred from the consumers of the product
to the tax-paying public.

(d) The opportunity cost is transferred from the consumers of the product
to the Government.

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Opportunity cost represents the benefits an individual, investor or
business misses out on when choosing one alternative over another.

e When you have the opportunity to access public services for free, this
would always come at a cost of somebody paying for it. In this case,
the tax payer bears the opportunity cost.

Refer: UPSC 2018

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -4th-Feb-2023

1. Which of the following relates to the doctrine of basic structure

1. Waman Rao case
2. Shankari Prasad case
3. Minerva mills case

Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(¢) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)

Explanation:
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e In the Shankari Prasad case (1951), the constitutional validity of the
First Amendment Act (1951), which curtailed the right to property,
was challenged. The Supreme Court ruled that the power of the
Parliament to amend the Constitution under Article 368 also includes
the power to amend Fundamental Rights. The word ‘law’ in Article 13
includes only ordinary laws and not the constitutional amendment
acts (constituent laws)

e Supreme Court in the Minerva Mills case (1980) invalidated the
provision of 42nd amendment which excluded judicial review of
constitutional amendments, as it excluded judicial review which is a
‘basic feature’ of the Constitution.

e In the Waman Rao case (1981), the Supreme Court adhered to the
doctrine of the ‘basic structure’ and further clarified that it would
apply to constitutional amendments enacted after April 24, 1973 (i.e.,
the date of the judgement in the Kesavananda Bharati case).

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /04 /parliament-is-north-star-of-
democracy-says-vice-president /
2. Consider the following statements about International Solar Alliance:

1. This initiative was first proposed by the United Nations Development
Programme.

2. It is a treaty-based inter-governmental organization.

3. It is headquartered in Haryana, India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e The alliance is a treaty-based inter-governmental organization.

e This initiative was first proposed by Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in a speech in November 2015 at Wembley Stadium (London
HA9 OWS, United Kingdom), in which he referred to sunshine
countries as Suryaputra ("Sons of the Sun").

e The ISA is headquartered in Haryana, India.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/04/going-green-on-budget-
2023s-and-indias-net-zero-commitment/
3. Consider the following statements regarding Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure (CDRI).

1. It is an international coalition of countries, United Nations (UN)
agencies, multilateral development banks, the private sector, and
academic institutions, which aims to promote disaster-resiliant
infrastructure.

2. It was launched at the 2019 UN Climate Action Summit.

3. It aims to achieve substantial changes in member countries’ policy
frameworks and future infrastructure investments.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
|
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Explanation:

e CDRI:

e Launched by PM Modi in September 2019 at the UN Secretary-
General’s Climate Action Summit in New York, US.

e A platform where knowledge is generated and exchanged on different
aspects of disaster and climate resilience of infrastructure.

e It will create a mechanism to assist countries to upgrade their
capacities and practices, with regard to infrastructure development in
accordance with their risk context and economic needs.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /04 /going-green-on-budget-
2023s-and-indias-net-zero-commitment/
4. Consider the following statements about the Leadership Group for Industry
Transition (LeadIT):

1. It was launched by the governments of France and India at the UN
Climate Action Summit in 2019.

2. It gathers countries and companies that are committed to action to
achieve the Paris Agreement.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e It gathers countries and companies that are committed to action to
achieve the Paris Agreement.

e It was launched by the governments of Sweden and India at the UN
Climate Action Summit in 2019 and is supported by the WEF.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /04 /going-green-on-budget-
2023s-and-indias-net-zero-commitment/
S. Consider the following statements:

1. Paris Club is an informal group of creditor nations whose objective is
to find workable solutions to payment problems faced by debtor
nations.

2. China and India, both non-Paris Club members.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e The Paris Club (est. 1956, HQ: Paris (France)) is a group of officials
from major creditor countries whose role is to find coordinated and
sustainable solutions to the payment difficulties experienced by
debtor countries

e Objective: To find sustainable debt-relief solutions for countries that
are unable to repay their bilateral loans.

e Members: 22 permanent members (all are a member of the OECD)

e India and China are not members. India acts as an ad-hoc participant

Refer: Facts for Prelims; https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /04 /mission-

2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-4-february-2023/
]
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6. Consider the following statements regarding the Sickle Cell Disease:

1. It is an inherited disease.

2. It affects hemoglobin, the molecule in red blood cells that delivers
oxygen to cells throughout the body.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Sickle cell disease is a genetic condition that affects haemoglobin —
responsible for carrying oxygen in the body- in red blood cells.

e It is inherited when a child receives two genes—one from each
parent—that code for abnormal haemoglobin

e It is prevalent among the tribal population in India

e It can lead to problems such as Anaemia, debilitating acute and
chronic pain, infection, acute chest syndrome, stroke, and renal
failure are among the problems it can lead to.

Refer: Facts for Prelims; https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /04 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-4-february-2023/
7. Kessler syndrome, sometimes seen in news is associated with

(a) Gravitational lensing

(b) Space junk

(c) Meteor shower

(d) Black Holes

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e The Kessler Syndrome is a theoretical scenario in which Earth’s orbit
is overpopulated with objects and debris, preventing the use of
satellites in certain sections of Earth’s orbit.

Refer: Facts for Prelims; https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /04 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-4-february-2023/

8. What is amorphous ice and how is it different from crystalline ice?
(a) Amorphous ice is a solid state of water that has a disordered
molecular structure and is formed at room temperature.
(b) Crystalline ice is a solid state of water that has an ordered molecular
structure and is formed at low temperatures.
() Amorphous ice is a gas state of water and is formed at high
temperatures.
(d) Crystalline ice is a liquid state of water and is formed at room
temperature.
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e Amorphous ice, also known as non-crystalline ice, is a solid state of
water that is formed at temperatures above the freezing point of water
(0°C or 32°F) and at low pressure. Unlike crystalline ice, which has an
ordered molecular structure, amorphous ice has a disordered
molecular structure that gives it unique properties, such as a lower
density and greater resistance to melting.
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Refer: Facts for Prelims; https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /04 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-4-february-2023/

9. Consider the following statements regarding Wetlands.

1. In India, Wetlands are regulated under the Environment (Protection)
Rules, 1986.

2. Wetlands International is a sub-branch of UN Environment that
works to sustain and restore wetlands and their resources for people
and biodiversity.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Wetlands are regulated under the Wetlands (Conservation and
Management) Rules, 2017. The 2010 version of the Rules provided for
a Central Wetland Regulatory Authority; the 2017 Rules replace it
with state-level bodies and created a National Wetland Committee,
which functions in an advisory role.

e Wetlands International is a global organisation that works to sustain
and restore wetlands and their resources for people and biodiversity.
It is an independent, not-for-profit, global organisation, supported by
government and NGO membership from around the world.

Refer: Facts for Prelims; https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /04 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-4-february-2023 /

10.Consider the following statements.

1. Wildlife Protection Act (WPA) empowers the Central government to
declare any wild animal, including those in Schedule I & II of the
WPA, to be vermin for specified area and period.

2. Wildlife Protection Act authorizes Chief Wildlife Warden to permit
hunting of certain wild animals only if they cannot be captured or
translocated.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Wildlife laws divide species into ‘schedules’ ranked from I to V.
Schedule I members are the best protected, in theory, with severe
punishments meted out to those who hunt them.

e Wild boars, nilgai and rhesus monkeys are Schedule II and III
members — also protected, but can be hunted under specific
conditions. Crows and fruit bat fall in Schedule 5, the vermin
category.

e Section 62 of Act empowers Centre to declare wild animals other than
Schedule I & II to be vermin for specified area and period.
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e Section 11(1) a of the Wildlife Protection Act (WPA) authorizes chief
wildlife warden to permit hunting of any problem wild animal only if it
cannot be captured, tranquillized or translocated.

Refer: WPA 1972

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -6th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements regarding the Review petition.

1. The Constitution of India provides the Supreme Court the power to
review any of its judgments or orders.

2. Only parties to a case can seek a review of the judgment on it.

3. As per law, when a review takes place, the Court cannot take fresh
stock of the case.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)
Explanation: Review petition:

e Under Article 137, the Supreme Court has the power to review any of
its judgments or orders.

e When a review takes place, the law is that it is allowed not to take
fresh stock of the case but to correct grave errors that have resulted
in the miscarriage of justice.

e The court has the power to review its rulings to correct a “patent
error” and not “minor mistakes of inconsequential import”.

e As per the Civil Procedure Code and the Supreme Court Rules, any
person aggrieved by a ruling can seek a review. However, the court
exercises its discretion to allow a review petition only when it shows
the grounds for seeking the review.

e A review petition must be filed within 30 days of the date of judgment
or order.While a judgment is the final decision in a case, an order is
an interim ruling that is subject to its final verdict.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/supreme-court-income-tax-
order-on-sikkim-and-the-protests-it-has-triggered /
2. Consider the following statements regarding the Review petition.

1. The Constitution of India gives the Supreme Court the power to review
any of its judgments or orders.

2. Areview is allowed to take fresh stock of the case and also to correct
grave errors that have resulted in the miscarriage of justice.

3. It is not necessary that only parties to a case can seek a review of the
judgment on it.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)
Explanation:
-

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslIAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA 22


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/supreme-court-income-tax-order-on-sikkim-and-the-protests-it-has-triggered/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/supreme-court-income-tax-order-on-sikkim-and-the-protests-it-has-triggered/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (February- 2023)

e What is a review petition and when can it be filed?

o A judgment of the Supreme Court becomes the law of the land,
according to the Constitution. It is final because it provides
certainty for deciding future cases. However, the Constitution
gives, under Article 137, the Supreme Court the power to
review any of its judgments or orders.

o This departure from the Supreme Court’s final authority is
entertained under specific, narrow grounds. So, when a review
takes place, the law is that it is allowed not to take fresh stock
of the case but to correct grave errors that have resulted in the
miscarriage of justice.

e Who can file a review petition?

o It is not necessary that only parties to a case can seek a review
of the judgment on it. As per the Civil Procedure Code and the
Supreme Court Rules, any person aggrieved by a ruling can
seek a review. However, the court does not entertain every
review petition filed.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06 /supreme-court-income-tax-
order-on-sikkim-and-the-protests-it-has-triggered /
3. Consider the following statements:

1. The original Constitution envisaged a Supreme Court With a Chief
Justice and 7 puisne judges.

2. In the early years, all the judges of the Supreme Court sat together to
hear the cases presented before them.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e The number of judges: The original Constitution envisaged a Supreme
Courtwith a Chief Justice and 7 puisne judges — leaving it to
Parliament to increase this number.

e Currently, there are 32 judges(including the Chief Justice) (maximum
possible strength is 34)

e Sittings: In the early years, all the judges of the Supreme Court sat
together to hear the cases presented before them.

e As the number of cases has increased, the SC sit in smaller benches
of two and three- coming together in larger benches of 5 and more
only when required to do so.

e Expansion of its jurisdiction: Over the years, the Supreme Court has
expanded its jurisdiction, taking on an increasingly active role in
public interest litigation and providing judicial remedies for a wide
range of social and economic issues.

Refer:https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /06 /the-supreme-court-
celebrates-the-73rd-anniversary-of-its-establishment/
4. Consider the following statements about MISHTI Scheme:

1. It is a new programme by the Global Mangrove Alliance that will
facilitate mangrove plantations along India's coastline and on salt pan
lands.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslIAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA 23


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/supreme-court-income-tax-order-on-sikkim-and-the-protests-it-has-triggered/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/supreme-court-income-tax-order-on-sikkim-and-the-protests-it-has-triggered/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/the-supreme-court-celebrates-the-73rd-anniversary-of-its-establishment/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/the-supreme-court-celebrates-the-73rd-anniversary-of-its-establishment/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (February- 2023)

2. The programme will operate through “convergence between
MGNREGS, Campa Fund and other sources.”
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e MISHTI will be implemented through convergence between the
MGNREGS (Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme), CAMPA (Compensatory Afforestation Fund Management and
Planning Authority) Fund, and other sources.
e Organizations that have been involved in mangrove plantations say
that the initiative requires extensive work with local communities.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /06 /why-have-mangroves-got-a-
budget-push/

5. consider the following statements about Visva Bharati University:

1. It was founded by Debendranath Tagore, the father of Rabindranath
Tagore.

2. It was given the status of a central university in 1951 by an act of the
Parliament.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e When founded in 1921 it was named after Nobel Laureate
Rabindranath Tagore until the Visva-Bharati Society was registered as
an organization in May 1922.

e In 1922, Visva-Bharati was inaugurated as a Centre for Culture with
an exploration into the arts, language, humanities, and music and
these are reflected in diverse institutes that continue in their
educational programmes.

e The structures in these institutes constitute a myriad of architectural
expressions: the Kalo Bari, a mud structure with coal tar finish and
sculpture panels; Mastermoshai studio, a single-storied structure
built for the first principal of Kala Bhavan, Nandalal Bose; murals and
paintings on Cheena and Hindi Bhavan, created by the illustrious
artists like Benodebehari Mukhopadhyay, Nandalal Bose,
Surendranath Kar, Somnath Hore with the active involvement of
students.

e Until independence it was a college. Soon after independence, the
institution was given the status of a central university in 1951 by an
act of the Parliament.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-6-february-2023/

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslIAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA 24


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/why-have-mangroves-got-a-budget-push/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/why-have-mangroves-got-a-budget-push/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-6-february-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-6-february-2023/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (February- 2023)

6. Who among the following is associated with ‘One Hundred Poems of Kabir’, a
translation of Kabir’s finest poems in English?
(a) Mahatma Gandhi
(b) Hasrat Mohani
(c) Rabindranath Tagore
(d) Shyamlal Gupta
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e Rabindranath Tagore’s English translation and compilation One
Hundred Poems of Kabir was first published in 1915, and has been a
classic reprinted and widely circulated particularly in the West.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-6-february-2023/
7. Consider the following statements about Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups (PVTGs) in India:
1. PVTGs reside in 18 States and one Union Territory.
2. A stagnant or declining population is one of the criteria for
determining PVTG status.
3. There are 95 PVTGs officially notified in the country so far.
4. Irular and Konda Reddi tribes are included in the list of PVTGs.
Which of the statements given above are correct?
(@ 1,2 and 3
(b) 2, 3 and 4
() 1,2 and 4
(d) 1, 3 and 4
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e 75 tribal groups have been categorized categorized by Ministry of
Home Affairs as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG)s.
PVTGs reside in 18 States and UT of A&N Islands.
e See https://tribal.nic.in/pvtg.aspx
e S2: The criteria followed for determination of PVTGs are as under:
A pre-agriculture level of technology;
A stagnant or declining population;
iii. Extremely low literacy; and
A subsistence level of economy.
o See http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=178257
e S4: Irulars are found in TN, whereas Konda Reddis are found in
Andhra Pradesh (including Telangana).
o See https://tribal.nic.in/DivisionsFiles/ SwWLPVTGs.pdf
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-6-february-2023/
8. Consider the following statements about
1. It is the regulatory body for securities and commodity markets in
India.
2. It works under the aegis of the Ministry of Finance.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)
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Explanation:
e The Securities and Exchange Board of India (founded in 1988) is a
statutory regulatory body for the securities and commodity market in
India under the ownership of the Ministry of Finance.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/06/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-6-february-2023/

9. Consider the following statements:

1. Asiatic lions are naturally found in India only.

2. Double-humped camels are naturally found in India only.

3. One-horned rhinoceros is naturally found in India only.

Which of the statements given above is / are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e S1: The Asiatic lion’s range is restricted to the Gir National Park and
environs in the Indian state of Gujarat.

e S2: The Bactrian camel (Camelus bactrianus) is a large, even-toed
ungulate native to the steppes of Central Asia.

e S3: The one-horned rhinoceros is native to the Indian subcontinent
(not only India). The Indian rhinoceros once ranged throughout the
entire stretch of the Indo-Gangetic Plain, but excessive hunting and
agricultural development reduced their range drastically to 11 sites in
northern India and southern Nepal.

Refer: UPSC CSE 2019
10.In the context of which of the following do some scientists suggest the use of
cirrus cloud thinning technique and the injection of sulphate aerosol into
stratosphere?

(a) Creating the artificial rains in some regions

(b) Reducing the frequency and intensity of tropical cyclones

(¢) Reducing the adverse effects of solar wind on the Earth

(d) Reducing the global warming

Ans: (d)
Explanation;

e The ability of stratospheric sulfate aerosols to create a global dimming
effect has made them a possible candidate for use in solar radiation
management climate engineering projects to limit the effect and
impact of climate change due to rising levels of greenhouse gases.
Delivery of precursor sulfide gases such as sulfuric acid, hydrogen
sulfide (H2S) or sulfur dioxide (SO2) by artillery, aircraft and balloons
has been proposed.

e Cirrus cloud thinning is a proposed form of climate engineering.
Cirrus clouds are high cold ice that, like other clouds, both reflect
sunlight and absorb warming infrared radiation. However, they differ
from other types of clouds in that, on average, infrared absorption
outweighs sunlight reflection, resulting in a net warming effect on the
climate. Therefore, thinning or removing these clouds would reduce
their heat trapping capacity, resulting in a cooling effect on Earth’s
climate.

|
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e See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cirrus_cloud_thinning and
https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stratospheric_aerosol injection
Refer: UPSC 2019

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -7th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements about earthquakes:

1. All natural earthquakes take place in the lithosphere.

2. The denser the material, the lower is the velocity of the earthquake
waves.

3. The surface waves are more destructive.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e All natural earthquakes take place in the lithosphere.

e Earthquake waves are basically of two types — body waves and
surface waves. Body waves are generated due to the release of energy
at the focus and move in all directions traveling through the body of
the earth. The body waves interact with the surface rocks and
generate new sets of waves called surface waves. These waves move
along the surface. The velocity of waves changes as

e They travel through materials with different densities. The denser the
material, the higher is the velocity.

e The surface waves are the last to report on seismographs. These
waves are more destructive. They cause displacement of rocks, and
hence, the collapse of structures occurs.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/07 /why-turkey-is-prone-to-
devastating-earthquakes/
2. In the context of an earthquake, which of the following statements is NOT
correct?

(@) The seismograph provides information regarding time, location and
magnitude of the earthquake.

(b) The seismographs located beyond 1459 from the epicenter record the
arrival of P-waves only.

(c) At a seismic station the first waves to arrive are surface waves.

(d) The intensity of an earthquake is measured by the Mercalli scale.

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Seismic waves are the vibrations from earthquakes that travel
through the Earth; they are recorded on instruments called
seismographs. Seismographs record a zig-zag trace that shows the
varying amplitude of ground oscillations beneath the instrument.
Sensitive seismographs, which greatly magnify these ground motions,
can detect strong earthquakes from sources anywhere in the world.
The time, location, and magnitude of an earthquake can be

determined from the data recorded by seismograph stations.
-
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e S waves shadow zone extends from 105°. The P wave shadow zone
extends between 105° to 145°. Beyond 145° only P waves are received
o At the seismic station the first waves to arrive are P waves. Then
S waves and in the end the surface waves.
Refer: https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/07 /why-turkey-is-prone-to-
devastating-earthquakes/

3. Consider the following statements regarding Earthquake Waves.

1. P-waves move faster than S-waves.

2. P-waves travel only through solid medium whereas S-waves travel
through both solid and liquid medium.

3. The denser the material, the lower is the velocity of these waves.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Earthquake waves are basically of two types — body waves and
surface waves. Body waves are generated due to the release of energy
at the focus and move in all directions travelling through the body of
the earth.

e There are two types of body waves. They are called P and S-waves. P-
waves move faster and are the first to arrive at the surface.

e The P-waves are similar to sound waves. They travel through
gaseous, liquid and solid materials. S-waves arrive at the surface
with some time lag. These are called secondary waves. An important
fact about S-waves is that they can travel only through solid
materials.

e The velocity of waves changes as they travel through materials with
different densities. The denser the material, the higher is the
velocity. Their direction also changes as they reflect or refract when
coming across materials with different densities.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/07 /why-turkey-is-prone-to-
devastating-earthquakes/

4. Consider the following statements about the National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes (NCST).
1. It is a non-constitutional body set up by an act of parliament.
2. While investigating any matter related to Scheduled Tribes, the
commission shall have all the powers of a civil court.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
|
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e National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) is a constitutional
body established through the Constitution (89th Amendment) Act,
2003.

e NCST was established by amending Article 338 and inserting a new
Article 338A in the Constitution through the Constitution (89th
Amendment) Act, 2003.

e By this amendment, the erstwhile National Commission for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes was replaced by two separate
Commissions namely- (i) the National Commission for Scheduled
Castes (NCSC), and (ii) the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes
(NCST).

e The commission submits its report to the President annually on the
working of safeguards and measures required for effective
implementation of Programmers/ Schemes relating to welfare and
socio-economic development of STs.

e The Union and every State Government shall consult the Commission
on all major policy matters affecting Scheduled Tribes

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/07 /ncst-functioning-with-less-
than-50-of-sanctioned-strength/

5. With reference to Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985,
consider the following statements:

1. It prohibits a person from consuming any narcotic drug or
psychotropic substance.

2. It extends to the whole of India.

3. It applies to all Indian citizens outside India and to all persons on
ships and aircraft registered in India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e [t prohibits a person from producing, possessing, selling, purchasing,
transporting, storing, and/or consuming any narcotic drug or
psychotropic substance.

e The NDPS Act has since been amended thrice — in 1988, 2001 and
2014.

e The Act extends to the whole of India and it applies also to all Indian
citizens outside India and to all persons on ships and aircraft
registered in India.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/07 /kerala-has-a-drug-problem-
300-jump-in-cases-over-six-yvears-arrests-increased-by-90/
6. Consider the following statements:

1. 36% of India’s districts are classified as “overexploited” or “critical” by
the Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA).

2. CGWA was formed under the Environment (Protection) Act.

3. India has the largest area under groundwater irrigation in the world.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 Only

(b) 2 and 3 only
|
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(c) 2 only

(d) 1 and 3 only
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e S1: About 29% are such, not 26%. Out of the 5723 assessment units
assessed jointly by State Ground Water Departments and CGWB in
the country, 4078 are safe (71%), 550 are semi critical (10%), 226 are
critical (4%) and 839 are over exploited (15%). See
https:/ /niti.gov.in/planningcommission.gov.in/docs/reports/genrep/
rep_grndwat.pdf

e S2: Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA) constituted under
Section 3(3) of ‘The Environment (Protection) Act, (1986)’ regulates
extraction of ground water through guidelines which are updated
regularly.

e S3: At 39 million hectares (67% of its total irrigation), India has the
world’s largest groundwater well equipped irrigation system (China
with 19 mha is second, USA with 17 mha is third).

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/07 /long-term-groundwater-
storage-in-ganga-basin-declining-at-2-6-cm-per-year-study/

7. Consider the following statements about International Organization of
Securities Commissions:
1. It is an association of organizations that regulate the world’s
securities and futures markets.
2. SEBI is not a member of the International Organization of Securities
Commissions.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e The International Organization of Securities Commissions (Est. 1983,
HQ: Madrid (Spain)) is an association of organizations that regulate
the world’s securities and futures markets. SEBI is a member of it.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/07 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-6-february-2023-2/

8. What is an inclusive circular economy?

(a) A model of production and consumption in which resources are kept
in use for as long as possible, minimizing waste and pollution.

(b) A system in which waste and resources are repurposed, reducing the
need for new production, but not considering social equity.

(c) A model of production and consumption in which waste and
resources are repurposed, reducing the need for new production,
while considering social equity and environmental sustainability.

(d) A system in which waste and resources are kept in use for as long as
possible, maximizing waste and pollution.

Ans: (c)
Explanation:
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e The inclusive circular economy is an approach to the circular
economy that incorporates social equity and environmental
sustainability into the system. This means that the circular economy
is designed to consider the needs of all stakeholders, including
workers, communities, and the environment, as well as to reduce
waste and pollution and promote sustainable production and
consumption.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/07 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-6-february-2023-2 /

9. NISAR is a joint Earth-observing mission between

(a) ISRO and NASA

(b) ISRO and JAXA

(c) JAXA and NASA

(d) ISRO and ESA

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Jointly developed by NASA and the ISRO, an Earth-observation
satellite, called NISAR (NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar), got a
send-off ceremony at the American space agency’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL).

e What is NISAR?

o The satellite consists of both L-band and S-band synthetic
aperture radar (SAR) instruments, which makes it a dual-
frequency imaging radar satellite.

o While NASA has provided the L-band radar, GPS, a high-
capacity solid-state recorder to store data, and a payload data
subsystem, ISRO has provided the S-band radar, the GSLV
launch system, and spacecraft.

o It has a large 39-foot stationary antenna reflector made of a
gold-plated wire mesh, the reflector will be used to focus “the
radar signals emitted and received by the upward-facing feed
on the instrument structure”.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /07 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-6-february-2023-2/
10.Mission Sahbhagita is an initiative of

(@) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

(b) Ministry of Rural Development

(c) Ministry of Education

(d) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Mission Sahbhagita: Launched by the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change (MoEFCC) in 2022, it aims to effectively manage
the network of 75 wetlands of national and international significance.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/07 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-6-february-2023-2/
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RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -8th-Feb-2023

1. Turkey shares border with
1. Bulgaria
2. Greece
3. Armenia
4. Azerbaijan
S. Iraq
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only
(c) 2 and S only
(d 1,2,3,4and 5
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e Turkey's neighbor to the northwest is Bulgaria; Greece to the west;
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Iran to the east; Georgia to the northeast;
Syria to the south; and Iraq to the southeast.

RUSSIA
UKRAINE
MOLDOVA
ROMANIA
BULGARIA BLACK SEA %,
GEORGIA >
& ANKARA ARMENIA 0
TURKEY :
GREFEE AZERBAIJAN
CYPRUS— SYRIA
MEDITERRANEAN SEA LEBANON— IRAN
ISRAEL IRAD
SAUDI
EGYPT ARABIA
© Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.

[ ]
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /08 /turkey-earthquake/
2. consider the following statements about the International Charter on “Space
and Major Disasters”:
1. The charter was created by the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction (UNDRR).
2. It aims to provide free satellite imagery as quickly as possible over the
disaster area.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
|
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(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation: About the International Charter on “Space and Major
Disasters™:

e The charter was created by the National Space Research Centre and
the European Space Agency in 1999, (now has 17-member space
agencies). It aims to provide free satellite imagery as quickly as
possible over the disaster area.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/08 /turkey-earthquake/

3. Consider the following statements:
1. Part XI-A of the Indian constitution deals with municipalities.
2. Urban governance is part of the state list under the Constitution.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e The Constitution (74th Amendment) Act, 1992 has introduced (Part IX
A Article 243 P to ZG] and Schedule XII) in the Constitution, which
provides for the establishment of urban local bodies (ULBs) as
institutions of local self-government.

e It has empowered state governments to devolve the responsibility of
18 functions including urban planning, regulation of land use, water
supply, etc., and made periodic elections compulsory for them.

e Urban governance is part of the state list under the Constitution.
Thus, the administrative framework and regulation of ULBs vary
across states.

e Experts have highlighted that ULBs across India face similar
challenges. For instance, lacking autonomy, city-level functions are
managed by parastatals, devolution of powers is incomplete (lacks
taxation powers — stressed municipal finances), irregular elections,
etc.

e These challenges have led to poor service delivery, severely curtailing
urban governance at a time when 675 million Indians are slated to
live in urban centres by 2035.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/08 /municipal-mess-from-mcd-
to-bmc-paralysis-of-urban-local-bodies-undermines-local-governance-and-
democracy/
4. Consider the following statements about Global Climate Resilience Fund
(GCRF):

1. It has been designated as an operating entity of the financial
mechanism of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change.

2. It is based in Incheon, South Korea.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only
|
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(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e Global Climate Resilience Fund (GCRF)

o Former U.S. Secretary of States Hillary Clinton announced the
world’s first global climate resilience fund (GCRF) in
partnership with Self Employed Women’s Association (SEWA)

o Aim: It will work to tackle challenges faced due to rising
temperatures on account of climate change.

e Green Climate Fund

o The Green Climate Fund is a fund established within the
framework of the UNFCCC as an operating entity of the
Financial Mechanism to assist developing countries in
adaptation and mitigation practices to counter climate change.
The GCF is based in Incheon, South Korea.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /08 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-8-february-2023 /
5. The Supreme Court in the 1992 landmark ruling in Indra Sawhney v Union
of India ruled that
1. The criteria for a group to qualify for reservation is “social and
educational backwardness”.
2. The 50% limit to vertical quotas was needed to ensure “efficiency” in
administration.
3. Under no circumstances the 50% quota limit can be breached.
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e One of the key issues before the court was to examine whether the
1992 landmark ruling in Indra Sawhney v Union of India had to be
revisited. The ruling by a nine-judge Bench, in which the Mandal
Commission report was upheld, laid down two important precedents.
First, it said that the criteria for a group to qualify for reservation is
“social and educational backwardness”. Second, it reiterated the 50%
limit to vertical quotas reasoning that it was needed to ensure
“efficiency” in administration. However, the court said that this 50%
limit will apply unless in “exceptional circumstances.”
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /08 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-8-february-2023/
6. Consider the following statements regarding the National Commission for
Backward Classes (NCBC).
1. It is a non-constitutional body under the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment.
2. It was the outcome of Indra Sawhney & Ors. Vs. Union of India.
3. It considers inclusions in and exclusions from the lists of
communities notified as backward for the purpose of job reservations.
4. It has the same powers as a Civil Court.
|

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslIAStips 34
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA



https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/08/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-8-february-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/08/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-8-february-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/08/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-8-february-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/08/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-8-february-2023/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (February- 2023) "

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only

(¢) 1, 3 and 4 only

(d) 1, 2 and 4 only

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e National Commission for Backward Classes is a constitutional body
(123rd constitutional amendment bill 2017 and 102nd amendment
2018 in constitution to make it constitutional body) (Article 338B of
the Indian Constitution) under Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment established on 14 August 1993. It was constituted
pursuant to the provisions of the National Commission for Backward
Classes Act, 1993.

e The commission was the outcome of Indra Sawhney & Ors. Vs. Union
of India.

e The commission considers inclusions in and exclusions from the lists
of communities notified as backward for the purpose of job
reservations and tenders the needful advice to the Central
Government as per Section 9(1) of the NCBC Act, 1993. Similarly, the
states have also constituted commissions for BC'’s.

e The National Commission for Backward Classes, National
Commission for Scheduled Castes as well as National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes have the same powers as a Civil Court.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /08 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-8-february-2023 /
7. Consider the following statements:

1. Remission is releasing a convicted prisoner before the expiry of their
sentence.

2. The concept of remission was introduced through the Prisons Act,
1894.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(¢) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e About Remission:

o Remission is releasing a convicted prisoner before the expiry of
their sentence. The concept of remission was introduced
through the Prisons Act, 1894.
e Constitutional:
o Article 72: The President of India has the power to grant
pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions of punishment.
o Article 161: It empowers the Governor of the state to grant
remission
o Prisons Act: Under this act, only state governments can frame
rules for granting remission.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/08/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-8-february-2023/
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8. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?
1. Krishnapatnam : Andhra Pradesh
2. Tumakuru: Karnataka
3. Ponneri: Kerala
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of
South India’s 1st Industrial Corridor Project to be implemented at
Tumakuru under the Chennai Bengaluru Industrial Corridor (CBIC)
e CBIC project includes the development of industrial townships at
three nodes: Krishnapatnam (Andhra Pradesh), Tumakuru
(Karnataka), and Ponneri (Tamil Nadu)
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /08 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-8-february-2023 /
9. Consider the following statements:
1. In the revenue administration of Delhi Sultanate, the in-charge of
revenue collection was known as ‘Amil’.
2. The Iqta system of Sultans of Delhi was an ancient indigenous
institution.
3. The office of ‘Mir Bakshi’ came into existence during the reign of
Khalji Sultans of Delhi.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e Sl1: The provinces were divided into shigs or district under a shiqdar.
Each shiq comprised of a few parganas or kasba. Government officials
of a pargana, after shiqdar were amil, who collected revenues. The
mushrif kept accounts at the pargana level and the khazandar was
incharge of the treasury.

e S2: Empire was divided into provinces known as Iqtas headed by
Hakim /faujdar/Momin, which were divided into Sarkars (districts)
manned by 2 officials, Shiqdar-i-Shigdaran (for law and order) and
Munsif-i-Munsifan (for revenue collection). The jagir of the Mughal
period was similar to the iqta of the Delhi Sultanate. Iqta was not
indigenous. See http:/ /www.historydiscussion.net/history-of-
india/administration-system-in-the-different-periods-of-indian-
history/678

e S3: Mir Bakshi headed military department, nobility, information and
intelligence agencies during Akbar’s reign. See
https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Akbar
Refer: UPSC CSE 2019
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10.Consider the following statements:
1. Saint Nimbarka was a contemporary of Akbar.
2. Saint Kabir was greatly influenced by Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Nimbarka, was a Hindu philosopher and commentator, known for
propagating the Vaishnava doctrine of bhedabheda dvaitadvaita,
duality in unity. According to the Vedic scriptures, he was born in
3096 B.C.E., but modern historical research places him in the
thirteenth or fourteenth century. So, 1 is clearly wrong. See
https:/ /www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Nimbarka

e Shaikh Ahmad Sirhindi was born after Saint Kabir.
https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Ahmad_Sirhindi

e https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kabir

Refer: UPSC CSE 2019

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -9th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements regarding Vijayanagara ruler
Krishnadevaraya.
1. Krishnadevaraya belonged to the Saluva Dynasty.
2. He defeated the Sultans of Bijapur, Golconda and the Bahmani
Sultanate.
3. The great south Indian mathematician Nilakantha Somayaji lived in
the Empire of Krishnadevaraya.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (b)
Explanation; About Vijayanagara ruler Krishnadevaraya:
e He was an emperor of the Vijayanagara Empire who reigned from
1509-1529.
e He belonged to the Tuluva Dynasty.
e Krishna Deva Raya earned the titles Kannada Rajya Rama Ramana,
Andhra Bhoja and Mooru Rayara Ganda.
e He became the dominant ruler of the peninsula of India by defeating
the Sultans of Bijapur, Golconda, the Bahmani Sultanate and the
Raja of Odisha.
e The great south Indian mathematician Nilakantha Somayaji also lived
in the Empire of Krishnadevaraya.
e Portuguese travellers Domingo Paes and Fernao Nuniz also visited the
Vijayanagara Empire during his reign.
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/09 /victory-city-a-brief-history-
of-the-kingdom-of-vijayanagara/
2. With reference to Hampi the Capital City of Vijayanagara Empire, Consider
the following statements:

1. It was a part of the Mauryan Empire back in the third century BC.

2. It is located near the Netravati River.

3. It is a pilgrimage centre of the Hindu religion.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e It was the last capital of the last great Hindu Kingdom of Vijayanagar.
e S1:It was a part of the Mauryan Empire back in the third century BC.
o Itis a UNESCO World Heritage site.

e S2: Its name is derived from Pampa which is the old name of the
Tungabhadra River on whose banks the city is built.

e S3: The site used to be multi-religious and multi-ethnic;it included
Hindu and Jain monuments next to each other.

e Architecture:

e It has been described by UNESCO as an“austere, grandiose site” of
more than 1,600 surviving remains of the last great Hindu kingdom in
South India.

e The buildings here predominantly followed South Indian Hindu arts
and architecture dating to the Aihole-Pattadakal styles,but the Hampi
builders also used elements of Indo-Islamic architecture in the Lotus
Mahal, the public bath and the elephant stables.

e Hemkunta Hill,south of the Virupaksha temple contains early ruins,
Jain temples and a monolithic sculpture of Lord Narasimha, a form of
Lord Vishnu.

Refer: https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/09 /victory-city-a-brief-history-
of-the-kingdom-of-vijayvanagara/

3. Regarding the taxation system of Krishna Deva, the ruler of Vijayanagar,
consider the following statements:

1. The tax rate on land was fixed depending on the quality of the land.

2. Private owners of workshops paid an industries tax.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Statement 1: Land revenue was the chief source of income. Land was
divided into four categories for purposes of assessment, wet land, dry
land, orchards and woods. Usually the share was one sixth of the
produce. Land revenue could be paid in cash or kind. The rates varied
according to the type of the crops, soil, method of irrigation, etc. So, 1
is clearly correct.
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e Statement 2: Besides land tax, many professional taxes were also
imposed. There were on shopkeepers, farm servants, workmen,
posters, shoemakers, musicians etc. There was also a tax on property.
Grazing and house taxes were also imposed. Commercial taxes
consisted of levies, duties and customs on manufactured articles of
trade were also levied. Private owners of workshops paid an industries
tax, which means 2 is correct.

e Source: UB Singh — Administrative System in India: Vedic Age to 1947
http:/ /tinyurl.com/js458vk

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/09 /victory-city-a-brief-history-
of-the-kingdom-of-vijayanagara/

4. Which of the following South Korean territories is geographically closest to
North Korea?
(a) Busan
(b) Muan
(c) Daegu
(d) Seoul
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
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Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/09/50-years-of-bilateral-ties-
india-gatar-and-india-south-korea/
5. Consider the following statements regarding the instruments of Monetary
Policy.
1. Repo rate is the interest rate at which the Reserve Bank provides
overnight liquidity to banks against the collateral of government and
other approved securities under the liquidity adjustment facility (LAF).
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2. The Reserve Bank also conducts variable interest rate reverse repo
auctions, as necessitated under the market conditions.

3. Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF) consists of only overnight
auctions.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Repo Rate: The interest rate at which the Reserve Bank provides
overnight liquidity to banks against the collateral of government and
other approved securities under the liquidity adjustment facility (LAF).

e Reverse Repo Rate: The interest rate at which the Reserve Bank
absorbs liquidity, on an overnight basis, from banks against the
collateral of eligible government securities under the LAF.

e Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF): The LAF consists of overnight as
well as term repo auctions. Progressively, the Reserve Bank has
increased the proportion of liquidity injected under fine-tuning
variable rate repo auctions of range of tenors. The aim of term repo is
to help develop the inter-bank term money market, which in turn can
set market based benchmarks for pricing of loans and deposits, and
hence improve transmission of monetary policy. The Reserve Bank
also conducts variable interest rate reverse repo auctions, as
necessitated under the market conditions.

Refer: https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /09 /rbi-hikes-repo-rate-by-25-
bps-to-6-5-what-impact-will-this-have/
6. Consider the following statements.

1. Under Market Stabilisation Scheme (MSS), scheduled commercial
banks can borrow additional amount of overnight money from the
Reserve Bank by dipping into their Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR)
portfolio up to a limit at a penal rate of interest.

2. Open Market Operations (OMOs) include both purchase and sale of
government securities, for absorption and injection of liquidity
respectively.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Market Stabilisation Scheme (MSS): This instrument for monetary
management was introduced in 2004. Surplus liquidity of a more
enduring nature arising from large capital inflows is absorbed through
sale of short-dated government securities and treasury bills. The cash
so mobilised is held in a separate government account with the
Reserve Bank.

e Open Market Operations (OMOs): These include both, outright
purchase and sale of government securities, for injection and

absorption of durable liquidity, respectively.
|
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e Marginal Standing Facility (MSF): A facility under which scheduled
commercial banks can borrow additional amounts of overnight money
from the Reserve Bank by dipping into their Statutory Liquidity Ratio
(SLR) portfolio up to a limit at a penal rate of interest. This provides a
safety valve against unanticipated liquidity shocks to the banking
system.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/09 /rbi-hikes-repo-rate-by-25-
bps-to-6-5-what-impact-will-this-have/
7. The Nordic countries include the

1. Denmark

2. Finland

3. Norway

4. Switzerland

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d 1,2,3and 4

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e The Nordic countries include the sovereign states of Denmark,

Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden.

Scandinavian, Nordic, or Baltic?

B Scandinavian & Nordic Countries
I Nordic Countries S
Il Baltic Countries

——

—_—

o tripsavvy =
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/09 /a-nordic-india-connection-
to-power-a-green-transition/
8. Consider the following statements.
1. Disinvestment involves selling minority shares of Public Enterprises,
to public or private entities.
2. When the government sells minority shares in a public sector entity
that is strategic disinvestment.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e What is strategic disinvestment or strategic sale?

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA Al


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/09/rbi-hikes-repo-rate-by-25-bps-to-6-5-what-impact-will-this-have/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/09/rbi-hikes-repo-rate-by-25-bps-to-6-5-what-impact-will-this-have/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/09/a-nordic-india-connection-to-power-a-green-transition/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/09/a-nordic-india-connection-to-power-a-green-transition/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (February- 2023)

e When the government decides to transfer the ownership and control
of a public sector entity to some other entity, either private or public,
the process is called strategic disinvestment.

e What is the difference between strategic disinvestment/sale and
disinvestment

e Selling minority shares of Public Enterprises, to another entity be it
public or private is disinvestment. In this the government retains
ownership of the enterprise. On the other hand, when the government
sells majority shares in an enterprise, that is strategic
disinvestment/sale. Here, the government gives up the ownership of
the entity as well.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/09/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-9-february-2023/
9. Consider the following statements about QR code-based Coin Vending
Machine (QCVM):

1. It is a cashless coin dispenser that dispenses coins in exchange for a
bank account debit via the Unified Payments Interface (UPI).

2. Unlike traditional cash-based Coin Vending Machines, the QCVM
requires banknote tendering or validation.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)
Explanation: What is the QCVM?

e It is a cashless coin dispenser that dispenses coins in exchange for a
bank account debit via the Unified Payments Interface (UPI).

e Unlike traditional cash-based Coin Vending Machines, the QCVM
would not require banknote tendering or validation.

e This will offer ease and ready access to coins for customers via the
UPI facility.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/09/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-9-february-2023/

10.In which of the following states is Rani Jhansi Marine National Park located?

(a) Maharashtra

(b) Odisha

(c) Gujarat

(d) none of the above

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Rani Jhansi Marine National Park is located in the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands in the Bay of Bengal.

e Context: The ongoing fifth International MPA Congress discusses
solutions to address funding gaps that marine protected areas (MPA)
are facing.

e Background:

o Nations agreed to protect 30% of the planet’s lands and oceans
by 2030 at the COP15 to the CBD held in 2022.
o 70% of MPAs are underfunded.
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o Most current MPAs are located in coastal areas, while only 2%
of the high seas are protected.
e MPAs in India:
o They are regarded as one of the most potent conservation tools
for the protection of marine habitats and their resources.
o Climate-smart MPAs can shield biota from global warming.
o There are a total of 31 major MPAs in India (as of Feb 2022)
covering coastal areas that have been notified under Wildlife
Protection Act, 1972.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/09/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-9-february-2023/

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -10th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements regarding the President's rule that is
imposed under Article 356 of the Constitution.

1. Every proclamation of President’s rule must be approved by both the
houses of Parliament within a stipulated time.

2. It cannot be imposed without the written recommendation of the
Governor of the concerned state.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Article 356 empowers the President to issue a proclamation, if he is
satisfied that a situation has arisen in which the government of a
state cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution.

e Notably, the president can act either on a report of the governor of the
state or otherwise too (ie, even without the governor’s report).

e A proclamation imposing President’s Rule must be approved by both
the Houses of Parliament within two months from the date of its
issue. If approved by both the Houses of Parliament, the President’s
Rule continues for six months.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/10/what-is-article-356/

2. A resolution of disapproval of a national emergency is different from a
resolution approving the continuation of a proclamation in which of the
following respects?

1. Disapproval of emergency requires the approval of both the houses,
whereas approval of proclamation can be done only by the Lok Sabha.

2. Disapproval requires a special majority, whereas approval requires a
simple majority.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
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(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e A resolution of disapproval is different from a resolution approving the
continuation of a proclamation in the following two respects:

e First one (disapproval) is required to be passed by the Lok Sabha only,
while the second one needs to be passed by the both Houses of
Parliament.

e The first one is to be adopted by a simple majority only, while the
second one needs to be adopted by a special majority.

e This is done to put greater safeguards as emergency in an
extraordinary measure and must be resorted to only in exceptional
circumstances.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/10/what-is-article-356/

3. Consider the following statements.

1. The President can proclaim national emergency only after receiving a
written recommendation from the Cabinet.

2. Proclamation of national emergency is immune from Judicial Review.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e The national emergency can be declared only on the concurrence of
the cabinet and not merely on the advice of the prime minister.

e The 44th Amendment Act of 1978 introduced this safeguard to
eliminate any possibility of the prime minister alone taking a decision
in this regard.

e The 38th Amendment Act of 1975 made the declaration of a National
Emergency immune from the judicial review. But, this provision was
subsequently deleted by the 44th Amendment Act of 1978.

e Further, in the Minerva Mills case, (1980), the Supreme Court held
that the proclamation of a national emergency can be challenged in a
court on the ground of malafide or that the declaration was based on
wholly extraneous and irrelevant facts or is absurd or perverse.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/10/what-is-article-356/

4. Consider the following statements regarding National Emergency.
1. During an Emergency, the Central government becomes all powerful
and the states go into the total control of the Centre.
2. The word National Emergency is mentioned in constitution
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
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e During an Emergency, the Central government becomes all powerful
and the states go into the total control of the Centre. It converts the
federal structure into a unitary one without a formal amendment of
the Constitution.

e An emergency due to war, external aggression or armed rebellion
(Article 352). This is popularly known as ‘National Emergency’.
However, the Constitution employs the expression ‘proclamation of
emergency’ to denote an emergency of this type. The word National
Emergency is not mentioned in constitution.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/10/what-is-article-356/

S. Consider the following statements.

1. Article 355 imposes a duty on the Centre to ensure that the
government of every state is carried on in accordance with the
provisions of the Constitution.

2. During President’s rule, the state legislative assembly would be either
suspended or dissolved by the President.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Article 355 imposes a duty on the Centre to ensure that the
government of every state is carried on in accordance with the
provisions of the Constitution.

e It is this duty in the performance of which the Centre takes over the
government of a state under Article 356 in case of failure of
constitutional machinery in state.

e During President’s rule, the state legislative assembly would be either
suspended or dissolved by the President.

Refer: https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/10/what-is-article-356/

6. If the President of India exercises his power as provided under Article 356 of
the Constitution in respect of a particular state, then
(@) The Assembly of the state is automatically dissolved
(b) The powers of the Legislature of that State shall be exercisable by or
under the authority of the Parliament
(c) Article 19 is suspended in that state
(d) The President can make laws relating to that State
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Article 356: Provisions in case of failure of constitutional machinery in
State
e (1) If the President, on receipt of report from the Governor of the State
or otherwise, is satisfied that a situation has arisen in which the
government of the State cannot be carried on in accordance with the
provisions of this Constitution, the President may be Proclamation
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e (a) Assume to himself all or any of the functions of the Government of
the State and all or any of the powers vested in or exercisable by the
Governor or anybody or authority in the State other than the
Legislature of the State; (b) Declare that the powers of the Legislature
of the State shall be exercisable by or under the authority of
Parliament;
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/10/what-is-article-356/

7. Which of the following are the reasons for the occurrence of multi-drug
resistance in microbial pathogens in India?

1. Genetic predisposition of some people

2. Taking incorrect doses of antibiotics to cure diseases

3. Using antibiotics in livestock farming

4. Multiple chronic diseases in some people

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(@) 1 and 2

(b) 2 and 3 only

() 1,3 and 4

(d) 2,3 and 4

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e S1 and S2: Selection of resistant microorganisms is exacerbated by
inappropriate use of antimicrobials since a number of microbes are
resistant to these anti-biotics. So, S1 is irrelevant to MDR.

e The practice of adding antibiotics to agricultural feed promotes drug
resistance.

e S3: As per WHO, the high volume of antibiotics in food-producing
animals contributes to the development of antimicrobial-resistant
bacteria, particularly in settings of intensive animal production. These
bacteria can be transmitted from animals to humans via direct
contact between animals and humans, or through the food chain and
the environment. See
https:/ /www.who.int/foodsafety/areas_work/antimicrobial-
resistance/amrfoodchain/en/

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/10/rise-of-amr-could-result-in-
up-to-10-million-annual-deaths-by-2050-un-report/
8. Nord Stream 2, an export gas pipeline running from
(a) Russia to Germany
(b) Russia to China
(c) Europe to North America
(d) North America to Japan
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
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Nord Stream pipelines from Russia
Leaks detected on both pipelines near Bornholm

mes Nord Stream
=== Nord Stream 2

= Exclusive Economic
Zones (EEZ)
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Greifswald

POLAND

GERMANY
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Suspected location of new leak
¢ Gas leaks

@  Source: Gazprom, MarineTraffic, NAVTEX B]8]c]
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/10/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-february-2023/

9. The word ‘Dickinsonia’ is sometimes mentioned in media in reference to
(a) fossils of a kind of dinosaurs
(b) earth’s oldest animal
(c) a cave system found in North-East India.
(d) a geological period in the history of Indian subcontinent
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e About Dickinsonia:
o It is considered to be Earth’s oldest animal
o [t is an extinct genus of basal animal (animals which have
radial symmetry in their body)
o The animal is considered a link between early simple
organisms and then the explosion of life in the Cambrian
Period
o Previously, fossils of Dickinsonia have been found in Australia,
Russia, Ukraine, China
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/10/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-february-2023/
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10.Consider the following statements about Bhimbetka Rock Shelters caves:
1. It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
2. It exhibits the earliest traces of human life in India.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Itis a UNESCO World Heritage Site with evidence of human
habitation dating back to about 1 lakh years. It spans the Paleolithic
and Mesolithic periods, as well as the historic period. It exhibits the
earliest traces of human life in India and evidence of the Stone Age
starting at the site in Acheulian times.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/10/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-10-february-2023/

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -11th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements about the Treaty of Alinagar:

1. It was signed between the British East India Company (Robert Clive)
and the Nawab of Bengal (Siraj ud-Daulah).

2. The treaty restored Calcutta to the East India Company with its
privileges and permitted the fortification of the town and the coining
of money.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e [t was signed on 9 February 1757 between the British East India
Company (Robert Clive) and the Nawab of Bengal (Siraj ud-Daulah).

e Alinagar was the short-lived name given to Calcutta by the Nawab
after it was captured by him.

e Although the Nawab had taken control of the English fort in Calcutta,
he signed the pact in response to the English military might and the
threat posed by Afghans (under Ahmad Shah Abdali).

e Terms of the treaty: The Nawab would recognize all the provisions of
Mughal Emperor Farrukhsiyar’s farman of 1717 — exempt from paying
duties on goods passed through Bengal, can fortify Calcutta, mint
coins in Calcutta, etc.

e Significance of the treaty: The signing of the treaty was one of the
events leading up to the famous Battle of Plassey, which set the stage
for British colonial expansion in India

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/11 /how-the-treaty-of-alinagar-
set-the-stage-for-the-english-east-india-companys-political-rise/
2. Black Hole Tragedy is associated with
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(a) The Carnatic wars

(b) The Anglo Maratha wars

(c) The Battle of Buxar

(d) The Battle of Plassey

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e One of Kolkata’s historical monuments, Fort William was built during
the time of the Bengal Presidency. Named after William III, the fort
sits on the banks of the Hooghly River and was at the centre of the
Battle of Plassey fought between the British and the Nawab of Bengal,
Siraj-ud-Daulah. It is also the site of an infamous dungeon called the
Black Hole of Calcutta (the city of Kolkata was erstwhile known as
Calcutta).

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/11 /how-the-treaty-of-alinagar-
set-the-stage-for-the-english-east-india-companys-political-rise/
3. Consider the following statements about About Lithium:

1. Lithium is a soft, silvery metal.

2. It has the lowest density of all metals.

3. It reacts vigorously with water.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Lithium is a soft, silvery metal. It has the lowest density of all metals.

It reacts vigorously with water.

e Greenbushes mine in Western Australiais the largest hard-rock
lithium mine in the world and Australia is the global leader in Lithium
production.

e Lithium is primarily extracted from brine pools (‘Salar’ in Chile) and
rock minerals such as spodumene (in Australia)

e Countries with Largest Reserves: Chile> Australia> Argentina

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/11 /discovery-of-lithium-
deposits-in-jk-to-cut-dependence-on-imports/
4. Consider the following statements about Geological Survey of India:
1. It is an attached office to the Ministry of Mines.
2. It is a scientific agency in India to carry out geoscientific activities.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e [t is an attached office to the Ministry of Mines ( HQ: Kolkata; set up
in 1851 to find coal deposits for Railways). It is a scientific agency in
India to carry out geoscientific activities.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/11 /discovery-of-lithium-

deposits-in-jk-to-cut-dependence-on-imports/
]
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5. Consider the following statements about Mission Antyodaya Survey:
1. TheNITI Aayog has been conducting the Mission Antyodaya Survey in
the country since 2017-18.
2. The survey is to be conducted in two lakh sixty-nine thousand gram
panchayats in the country.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e About Mission Antyodaya Survey:
[ J
e The Department of Rural Development has been conducting Mission
Antyodaya Survey across all Gram Panchayats in the country since
2017-18 with the purpose of transforming the lives and livelihoods of
people on measurable outcomes through the convergence of various
schemes.
[ ]
e The village-wise survey is expected to be conducted over a period of
one month involving Community Resource Persons (CRPs)
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/11/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-11-february-2023/
6. Global Quality Infrastructure Index is an initiative of
(a) WEF
(b) ITU
(c) IMF
(d) none of the above
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e India’s national accreditation system under the Quality Council of
India (QCI) has been ranked 5th in the world in the recent Global
Quality Infrastructure Index (GQII) 2021.
e The GQII ranks 184 economies on the basis of their quality
infrastructure (QI)
e GQIl is an initiative on metrology, standardization, accreditation, and
related services, supported by Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt
(PTB) and the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ), Germany
e India’s overall QI system ranking continues to be in the Top 10 at the
10th position, with the standardization system (under BIS) at 9th and
the metrology system (under NPL-CSIR) at the 21st position in the
world
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/11/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-11-february-2023/

7. Consider the following statements about Unified Payments Interface (UPI):
1. UPI is an instant payment system developed by the National
Payments Corporation of India.
2. It is built over Immediate Payment Service infrastructure and allows
instant transfer of money between any two parties’ bank accounts.
|
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e UPI is an instant payment system developed by the National
Payments Corporation of India (NPCI, RBI regulated entity). It is built
over IMPS (Immediate Payment Service) infrastructure and allows
instant transfer of money between any two parties’ bank accounts.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/11/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-11-february-2023/
8. Consider the following statements about Small Satellite Launch Vehicle
(SSLV):

1. SSLV caters to the launch of up to 500 kg satellites to low earth orbits
on a launch-on-demand’ basis.

2. It is configured with three solid propulsion stages and a velocity
terminal module.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e SSLV caters to the launch of up to 500 kg satellites to low earth orbits
on a launch-on-demand’ basis. It provides low-cost access to space,
offers low turn-around time and flexibility in accommodating multiple
satellites, and demands minimal launch infrastructure.

e It is configured with three solid propulsion stages and a velocity
terminal module.

e The EOS-07 is a 156.3 kg satellite designed, developed, and realized
by ISRO. New experiments include mm-Wave Humidity Sounder and
Spectrum Monitoring Payload.

e Janus-1, a 10.2 kg satellite, belongs to ANTARIS, US. Janus-1 is a
technology demonstrator, smart satellite mission, based on the
Antaris software platform.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/11/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-11-february-2023/

9. TARKASH is a joint military exercise between India and
(a) USA
(b) Sri lanka
(c) Japan
(d) Russia
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e Context: It is an ongoing Indo-US joint exercise (TARKASH) by the
National Security Guard (NSG) and US Special Operations Forces
(SOF) has for the first time included “Chemical, Biological,
Radiological, and Nuclear (CBRN) terror response” in its drill
|
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Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/11/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-11-february-2023/

10.Why are dewdrops not formed on a cloudy night?

(a) Clouds absorb the radiation released from the Earth’s surface.

(b) Clouds reflect back the Earth’s radiation.

(c) The Earth’s surface would have low temperatures on cloudy nights.

(d) Clouds deflect the blowing wind to ground level.

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e The dew formation is more when the sky is clear and less when it is
cloudy. When the sky is clear and the trees and plants are cooler at
nights, there is more evaporation of water and hence more dew
formation. But when it is cloudy, trees and plants do not get cool in
the night and hence there is less dew formation. As the sun raises
high in the sky, these dew drops evaporate into air.

Refer: UPSC CSE 2019

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -13th-Feb-2023

1. Which of the following provisions of the Indian Constitution deals with the
collective and individual powers and privileges of the Houses of Parliament
and their committees?

(a) Article 104

(b) Article 105

(c) Article 106

(d) Article 107

Ans: (b)
Explanation: Article 105 of the Indian Constitution

e It deals with the powers, and privileges of the Houses of Parliament
(collective), its members (individual) and committees. It has the
following provisions —

e There shall be freedom of speech in Parliament

e MPs are exempted from any legal action for any statement made or
act done in the course of their duties in Parliament.

e This immunity extends to certain non-members as well — the Attorney
General of India or a Minister who may not be an MP but speaks in
the House.

e This article guarantees that MPs can carry out their duties without
interruption or fear, upholds the dignity and authority of the
Parliament and supports its democratic operation.

e Instead of the court, the Speaker of the House will deal with instances
where a Member goes beyond the bounds of permissible free
expression.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/13/article-105-of-constitution-
the-limits-to-free-speech-in-parliament-and-what-supreme-court-has-ruled/

2. The bridge 'Maitri Setu' has been built over the

(a) Mahakali River

(b) Brahmaputra River

(c) Barak River
|

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

52


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/11/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-11-february-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/11/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-11-february-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/13/article-105-of-constitution-the-limits-to-free-speech-in-parliament-and-what-supreme-court-has-ruled/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/13/article-105-of-constitution-the-limits-to-free-speech-in-parliament-and-what-supreme-court-has-ruled/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (February- 2023)

(d) Feni River
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e The bridge 'Maitri Setu' has been built over the Feni river which flows
between the Indian boundary in Tripura and Bangladesh.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/13 /how-is-the-government-
ramping-up-border-infrastructure/
3. Consider the following statements about the Lok Adalat.
1. There is no provision for an appeal against the verdict made by Lok
Adalat.
2. There is no provision for an appeal against the verdict made by Lok
Adalat.
3. There is no court fee payable when a matter is filed in a Lok Adalat.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e What is a Lok Adalat?

o Lok Adalat is one of the alternative dispute redressal
mechanismes, it is a forum where disputes/cases pending in the
court of law or at pre-litigation stage are settled/ compromised
amicably.

o The Lok Adalats are formed to fulfil the promise given by the
preamble of the Indian Constitution— securing Justice — social,
economic and political of every citizen of India.

e Constitutional basis:

o Article 39A of the Constitution provides for free legal aid to the
deprived and weaker sections of the society and to promote
justice on the base of equal opportunity.

o Articles 14 of the Constitution also make it compulsory for the
State to guarantee equality before the law.

e Statutory provisions:

o Under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 Lok Adalats

have been given statutory status.
e Final award:

o The decision made by the Lok Adalats is considered to be a

verdict of a civil court and is ultimate and binding on all

parties.
e No appeal:
o There is no provision for an appeal against the verdict made by
Lok Adalat.

o But, they are free to initiate litigation by approaching the court
of appropriate jurisdiction by filing a case by following the
required procedure, in exercise of their right to litigate.

e Court fee:

o There is no court fee payable when a matter is filed in a Lok

Adalat.
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o Note: If a matter pending in the court of law is referred to the
Lok Adalat and is settled subsequently, the court fee originally
paid in the court on the complaints/petition is also refunded
back to the parties.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/13/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-february-2023/

4. Consider the following statements regarding Arya Samaj.

1. Arya Samaj is a Hindu reform movement that was founded by Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar.

2. Arya Samaj does not believe in the authority of the Vedas.

3. The central objective of Arya Samaj is to eradicate Ignorance, Poverty
and Injustice from this earth.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1 and 3 only

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Arya Samaj is a Hindu reform movement that was founded by
Dayanand Saraswati in 1875 in Bombay. The movement believes in
the infallible authority of the Vedas.

e The central objectives of Arya Samaj is to, “eradicate Ignorance
(Agyan), Indigence or Poverty (Abhav) and Injustice (Anayay) from this
earth. This mission is enshrined in the ten Niyams or Principles.”

e Members of the Arya Samaj believe in one God and reject the worship
of idols.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/13/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-february-2023/

S. He was the first to give the call for Swaraj as “India for Indians”. The
President of India, S. Radhakrishnan called him one of the “makers of
Modern India”, as did Sri Aurobindo. He was

(a) Dayananda Saraswati

(b) Gopal Krishna Gokhale

(c) Bal Gangadhar Tilak

(d) Bipin Chandra Pal

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Dayananda Saraswati:

o He was the first to give the call for Swaraj as “India for Indians”
in 1876, a call later taken up by Lokmanya Tilak.

o He believed in the infallible authority of the Vedas.

o He emphasized the Vedic ideals of brahmacharya, including
celibacy and devotion to God.

o Denouncing the idolatry and ritualistic worship, he worked
towards reviving Vedic ideologies. Subsequently, the
philosopher and President of India, S. Radhakrishnan called
him one of the “makers of Modern India”, as did Sri Aurobindo.

e Raja Rammohan Roy: The Maker of Modern India
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o Considered to be the Father of Indian Renaissance, this
multifaceted social, religious and educational reformer is
renowned for his pioneering role in opposing practices like Sati,
child marriage and social divisions and for advocating
education.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/13/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-february-2023/
6. Consider the following statements.

1. He founded the Indian Home Rule League of America in New York
City.

2. He was elected President of the Indian National Congress during
which saw the launch of Mahatma Gandhi’s Non-cooperation
Movement.

3. He established Dayanand Anglo-Vedic School in Lahore.

The above statements refer to

(a) Dayananda Saraswati

(b) Gopal Krishna Gokhale

(c) Bal Gangadhar Tilak

(d) Lala Lajpat Rai

Ans: (d)
Explanation:Lala Lajpat Rai

e Rai is remembered for his role during the Swadeshi movement and for
his advocacy of education.

e He became a follower of Dayanand Saraswati, the founder of Arya
Samaj and went on to become one of the society’s leaders.

e He also helped found the Punjab National Bank.

e In 1885, Rai established the Dayanand Anglo-Vedic School in Lahore
and remained a committed educationist throughout his life.

e Rai, Tilak, and Bipin Chandra Pal (called Lal-Bal-Pal) fervently
advocated the use of Swadeshi goods and mass agitation in the
aftermath of the controversial Partition of Bengal in 1905 by Lord
Curzon.

e He founded the Indian Home Rule League of America in New York City
in 1917.

e He was elected President of the Indian National Congress during its
Special Session in Kolkata in 1920, which saw the launch of
Mahatma Gandhi’s Non-cooperation Movement.

e The patriot died at Lahore in 1928 after he was attacked by police
during a protest rally against the Simon Commission.

e His important works include: ‘The Arya Samaj’, ‘Young India’,
‘England’s Debt to India’, ‘Evolution of Japan’, India’s Will to
Freedom’, ‘Message of the Bhagwad Gita’, ‘Political Future of India’,
‘Problem of National Education in India’, ‘The Depressed Glasses’, and
the travelogue ‘United States of America’.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/13/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-february-2023/
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7. With reference to Judicial review, consider the following statements:

1. The power of judicial review in India is derived from the principle of
the rule of law and the idea that the Constitution is the supreme law
of the land.

2. In India, the power of judicial review is exercised through writ
petitions

3. Article 13 expressively provides for the doctrine of judicial review.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Judicial review in India refers to the power of the Indian courts (SC or
HC) to review and potentially invalidate laws and governmental
actions that conflict with the Constitution of India.

e The power of judicial review in India is derived from the principle of
the rule of law and the idea that the Constitution is the supreme law
of the land.

e In India, the power of judicial review is exercised through writ
petitions

e Article 13 expressively provides for the doctrine of JR

e Indian Constitution provides for ‘Procedure established by law’
(narrower JR power) against the American Constitution which
provides for Due process of Law’ (broader interpretation of JR)

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/13/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-february-2023/
8. Consider the following statements about SWAYAM:

1. It is a free online education program started by the Government of
India.

2. It was launched in 2017 by the Ministry of Human Resource
Development.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds (SWAYAM),
was launched in 2017 by the Ministry of Human Resource
Developmentto provide one integrated platform and portal for online
courses.

e This covers all higher education subjects and skill sector courses.

e [t is a repository of more than 300 high-quality Massive Open Online
Courses (MOOC) that are developed by academicians from top-ranked
institutions and are offered free of cost

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/13/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-february-2023/
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9. Consider the following statements about Market Access Initiative (MAI):

1. It is an Export Promotion Scheme.

2. The scheme aims to act as a catalyst to promote India’s exports on a
sustained basis.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation: What is MAI?

e It is an Export Promotion Scheme. The scheme aims to act as a
catalyst to promote India’s exports on a sustained basis.

e The scheme is formulated on the basis of the product and country
focus approach. It will evolve specific markets and specific products
through market studies/surveys.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/13/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-february-2023/

10.Local self-government can be best explained as an exercise in

(a) Federalism

(b) Administrative delegation

(c) Direct democracy

(d) Democratic decentralization

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Option D: Decentralization and grass roots empowerment are the core
guiding principles of local self-government as under 73rd and 74th
constitutional amendment. For e.g. Gram Panchayats can sanction
sanitation and welfare projects on their own.

e Option A: Local bodies are not federal entities as is the position of
states in India.

e Option B: This isn’t administrative delegation because local self-
government bodies are political entities that are elected directly (or
indirectly) by people and managed by their representatives.

e Option C: Since it involves election and indirect decision making by
people’s representatives, there can be no direct democracy (where all
decisions are made directly by the people).

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/13/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-13-february-2023/

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -14th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements regarding the terms of the Office of the
Governor.
1. The Governor can resign at any time by addressing a resignation
letter to the Chief Minister of the State.
2. The Constitution does not lay down the grounds upon which a

governor may be removed by the President.
-
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Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e The resignation letter is submitted to the President, and not the Chief
Minister.

e A governor holds office for a term of five years from the date on which
he enters upon his office. However, this term of five years is subject to
the pleasure of the President.

e The Supreme Court held that the pleasure of the President is not
justifiable. The governor has no security of tenure and no fixed term
of office. He may be removed by the President at any time without
mentioning any grounds for his removal.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/14 /how-are-governors-
appointed-and-why-is-their-role-often-controversial /

2. The Constitution lays down which of the following conditions for the
governor’s office or selection to the Governor’s office?
1. The Governor should not belong to the state where is appointed.
2. The Governor’s appointment must be made after consulting the chief
Minister of the state.
3. A serving Governor cannot be a member of either House of Parliament
or a House of the state legislature.
Select the correct answer code:
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 2 and 3 only
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Article 157 and Article 158 of the Constitution of India specify
eligibility requirements for the post of governor. They are as follows:
o A governor must:
o be a [citizen of India].
o be at least 35 years of age.
e not be a member of the either house of the parliament or house of the
state legislature.
e not hold any office of profit.
e Additionally, two conventions have also developed over the years.
e First, he should be an outsider, that is, he should not belong to the
state where he is appointed, so that he is free from the local politics.
e Second, while appointing the governor, the president is required to
consult the chief minister of the state concerned, so that the smooth
functioning of the constitutional machinery in the state is ensured.
e However, both the conventions have been violated in some of the
cases.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/14/how-are-governors-
appointed-and-why-is-their-role-often-controversial /

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslIAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA o8


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/14/how-are-governors-appointed-and-why-is-their-role-often-controversial/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/14/how-are-governors-appointed-and-why-is-their-role-often-controversial/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/14/how-are-governors-appointed-and-why-is-their-role-often-controversial/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/14/how-are-governors-appointed-and-why-is-their-role-often-controversial/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (February- 2023)

3. Consider the following statements regarding the Governor’s legislative
powers.

1. If a bill passed by the state legislature endangers the position of the
state high court, the Governor must reserve the bill for consideration
of the President.

2. If a bill sent by the Governor for the reconsideration of the State
legislature is passed again without amendments, the Governor is
under no constitutional obligation to give his assent to the bill.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e When a bill is sent to the governor after it is passed by state
legislature, he can:

e (a) Give his assent to the bill, or

(b) Withhold his assent to the bill, or
e (c) Return the bill (if it is not a money bill) for reconsideration of the
state legislature. However, if the bill is passed again by the state
legislature with or without amendments, the governor has to give his
assent to the bill, or
e (d) Reserve the bill for the consideration of the president. In one case
such reservation is obligatory, that is, where the bill passed by the
state legislature endangers the position of the state high court.
e Inaddition, the governor can also reserve the bill if it is of the following
nature:
(i) Ultra-vires, that is, against the provisions of the Constitution.
(ii) Opposed to the Directive Principles of State Policy.
(iii) Against the larger interest of the country.
(iv) Of grave national importance.
(v) Dealing with compulsory acquisition of property under Article 31A
of the Constitution.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/14/how-are-governors-
appointed-and-why-is-their-role-often-controversial /
4. Consider the following statements
1. The governor is indirectly elected by a specially constituted electoral
college, the same as the president.
2. The office of governor of a state is considered as an employment under
the Central government.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)

Explanation:

e The governor is neither directly elected by the people nor indirectly
elected by a specially constituted electoral college as is the case with
the president. He is appointed by the president by warrant under his

hand and seal.
[
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e As held by the Supreme Court in 1979, the office of governor of a
state is not an employment under the Central government. It is an
independent constitutional office and is not under the control of or
subordinate to the Central government.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/14 /how-are-governors-
appointed-and-why-is-their-role-often-controversial/
5. Consider the following statements with reference to BHASHINI Mission:

1. BHASHINI is India’s artificial intelligence chatbot, similar to OpenAl's
ChatGPT.

2. Under Bhashini Mission, a team at DRDO is currently building a
WhatsApp-based chatbot.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)
Explanation: BHASHINI Mission

e Under Bhashini Mission, a team at MeitY is currently building a
WhatsApp-based chatbot that relies on information generated by
ChatGPT to return appropriate responses to queries.

e BHASHINI Mission is a local language translation mission that
aims to enable easy access to the internet and digital services in
Indian languages, including voice-based access, and help the creation
of content in Indian languages.

e It will also provide Al-based resources to Indian MSMESs, startups and
innovators in the public domain

Refer: https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/14 /how-a-chatgpt-based-
chatbot-can-help-rural-india/
6. Which of the following ideas was/were supported by Dayananda Saraswati ?

1. A classless and casteless society

2. Vedic nation of Chaturvana system

3. Infallibility of Vedas and Puranas

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Maharishi Dayanand was a believer in Hinduism just as the Vedas
have outlined, devoid of any corruption and embellishments.
Preserving the purity of the faith was of utmost important to him. He
strongly advocated the concepts of Dharma which he believed to be
free from any partiality and as an embodiment of truthfulness.

e To him Adharma was anything that did not hold true, was not just or
fair and was opposed to the teachings of the Vedas.

e He believed in reverence of human life irrespective of anything and
condoned the practice of Ahimsa or non-violence. He advised his
countrymen to direct their energy towards betterment of mankind as
a whole and not waste away in unnecessary rituals.
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e He revoked the practice of idol worship and considered them a
contamination introduced by the priesthood for their own benefit. He
was against other social evils like superstitions and caste
segregation. He advocated the concept of Swarajya, meaning a
country free of foreign influence, resplendent in the glory of fair and
just participants.

e He opposed Puranas, polytheism, idolatry, child marriage, and
domination of the priestly class.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/14/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-14-february-2023/
7. Consider the following statements about Competition Commission of India
(CCD):
1. It is the chief national competition regulator in India.
2. It is a statutory body within the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e CClis a statutory body within the Ministry of Corporate Affairs which
acts as the competition regulator in India. The Commission was
established in 2003 (although became fully functional in 2009)

e Members: one Chairperson and six Members (appointed by the
Central Government)

e CClis a quasi-judicial body

e Eligibility of members:One who has been, or is qualified to be a judge
of a High Court, or, has special knowledge and experience of not less
than fifteen years in international trade, economics, business, etc.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/14/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-14-february-2023/

8. With reference to changed broadband definition in India, which one of the
following correctly describes the term ‘White Spots’™?
(a) Places which show simply being “connected” but have very slow and
intermittent connectivity
(b) Places without cellular connectivity at all
(c) Places which have high-speed Internet access
(d) None of the above
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Context: Recently, the definition of broadband was upgraded to
mandate a minimum speed of 2Mbps
e Few Basic terms:
o Broadband: It refers to high-speed Internet access that is
always on and faster than traditional dial-up access.
o White Spots: Places without cellular connectivity at all are
called “white spots”.
o Grey Spots: Places which show simply being “connected” but
have very slow and intermittent connectivity
e What is the new definition of Broadband?
|
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o Broadband is a data connection that is able to support
interactive services, including internet access and has the
capability of the minimum download speed of 2 Mbps to an
individual subscriber from the point of presence (POP) of the
service provider intending to provide broadband service.

o The minimum download speed was previously 512 kbps
(kilobits per second).

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/14 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-14-february-2023/
9. Consider the following statements about Environment and Climate
Sustainability Working Group (ECSWG):
1. It is part of a working group within the World Economic Forum.
2. It aims to make policies for a sustainable climate environment and
biodiversity.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Context: The first G20 Environment and Climate Sustainability
Working Group (ECSWG) meeting concluded in Bengaluru
e What is ECSWG?

o It is part of a working group within G20, that aims to make

policies for a sustainable climate environment and biodiversity.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/14/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-14-february-2023/

10.Consider the following statements about About Blackbuck:
1. The blackbuck is active mainly during the night.
2. Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 prohibits the hunting
of blackbuck in India.
3. Blackbucks are native to the Indian subcontinent, but they have
become extinct in Pakistan and Bangladesh.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e Blackbuck (Antilope cervicapra) is native to India and Nepal.
e Region: Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Odisha
e Features:
o Grassland species
The fastest animal in the world, next to Cheetah.
Diurnal antelope (active mainly during the day).
State Animalof Punjab, Haryana, and Andhra Pradesh.
Cultural Importance:It is a symbol of purity and good luck in
Hinduism and Buddhism.
o Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule 1

@)
@)
@)
@)
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o JUCN: ‘near threatened’
o Cites: Appendix III
e The blackbuck is active mainly during the day.
https:/ /www.britannica.com/animal/blackbuck
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/14/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-14-february-2023/

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -15th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements:

1. The Deputy Speaker is elected by the Lok Sabha from amongst its
member’s right after the election of the Speaker has taken place.

2. The date of election of the Deputy Speaker is fixed by the President.

3. In the absence of the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker serves as the
Speaker and wields the full powers of the Speaker.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e The Deputy Speaker is elected by the Lok Sabha from amongst its
members right after the election of the Speaker has taken place.

e The date of election of the Deputy Speaker is fixed by the Speaker
(date of election of the Speaker is fixed by the President).

e In the absence of the Speaker, the Deputy Speaker serves as the
Speaker and wields the full powers of the Speaker.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/15/the-missing-deputy-
speaker-the-post-and-what-the-constitution-says/
2. Consider the following statements regarding Speaker Pro-Tem.

1. She is elected by the Lok Sabha from amongst the members of the
house.

2. She is responsible for chairing the meetings of Lok Sabha until the
new elected Speaker becomes acquainted with the Parliamentary
procedures.

3. The Speaker Pro-Tem has all the powers of the Speaker.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e As provided by the Constitution, the Speaker of the last Lok Sabha
vacates his office immediately before the first meeting of the newly
elected Lok Sabha. Therefore, the President appoints a member of
the Lok Sabha as the Speaker Pro-Tem. Usually, the senior most
member is selected for this.
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e The Speaker Pro-Tem has all the powers of the Speaker. She
presides over the first sitting of the newly elected Lok Sabha.

e Her main duty is to administer oaths to the new members. He also
enables the House to elect the new Speaker.

e When the new Speaker is elected by the House, the office of the
Speaker Pro Tem ceases to exist. Hence, this office is a temporary
office, existing for a few days.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/15/the-missing-deputy-
speaker-the-post-and-what-the-constitution-says/
3. Consider the following statements regarding the Speaker of Lok Sabha.

1. While the office of speaker is vacant, the duties of the office shall be
performed by the deputy speaker.

2. He may be removed from his office by a resolution of the house of the
people passed by majority of all the then members of the house.

3. He may at any time resign by writing his resignation to the President
of India.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e While the office of Speaker is vacant, the duties of the office shall be
performed by the Deputy Speaker or, if the office of Deputy Speaker is
also vacant, by such a member of the House of the People as the
President may appoint for the purpose.

e A member holding office as Speaker or Deputy Speaker of the House
of the People —

e (a) shall vacate his office if he ceases to be a member of the House of
the People;

e (b) may at any time, by writing under his hand addressed, if such
member is the Speaker, to the Deputy Speaker, and if such member is
the Deputy Speaker, to the Speaker, resign his office; and

e (c) may be removed from his office by a resolution of the House of the
People passed by a majority of all the then members of the House.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/15/the-missing-deputy-
speaker-the-post-and-what-the-constitution-says/

4. Consider the following statements regarding Nano Urea.
1. In comparison to Conventional Urea the uptake efficiency of Nano
Urea is more than 80%.
2. It is Cheaper than conventional urea.
3. In the long run, Nano urea liquid reduces the emissions of nitrous
oxide into soil, air and water bodies.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
|
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e Nano Urea (Liquid) contains nanoscale nitrogen particles which have
more surface area (10,000 times over 1 mm Urea prill) and number of
particles (55,000 nitrogen particles over 1 mm Urea prill) which
makes it more impactful. In comparison to Urea the uptake efficiency
of Nano Urea is more than 80 %.It is thus, required in lesser measure
compared to the conventional urea fertiliser to fulfil plant’s nitrogen
requirement.

e It has better use efficiency than conventional urea.

e Environment friendly products can improve Soil, Air & Water quality
thus, helps in addressing the concerns of Global Warming and in
meeting the UN SDGs.

e Cheaper than conventional urea.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/15/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-15-february-2023/

S. Consider the following statements about River Cities Alliance:
1. It includes cities from both the Ganga basin and non-Ganga basin
states.
2. It is being implemented by a partnership of the Ministry of Jal Shakti
and the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e RCA is a dedicated platform for river cities to ideate, discuss and
exchange information for sustainable management of urban rivers.
e It includes cities from both the Ganga basin and non-Ganga basin
states.
e It is being implemented by a partnership of the Ministry of Jal Shakti
and the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
e River Cities Alliance (RCA) started with 30 cities in 2021 and
currently has 95 cities as members across India
e It has strong synergies with the Urban20 (U20) initiative (under
India’s G20 Presidency) to promulgate urban water security.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/15/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-15-february-2023/

6. Consider the following statements about Lymphatic filariasis:
1. It is a parasitic disease caused by microscopic, thread-like worms.
2. It is spread by infected mosquitoes.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e Lymphatic filariasis commonly known as elephantiasis is a neglected
tropical disease, which causes tissue or limb swelling.
|
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e Transmission: Filarial parasites (nematodes (roundworms)) are
transmitted to humans through mosquitoes.
e One of the three parasites, Wuchereria bancrofti, is responsible for
90% of the cases
e Treatment: WHO recommended strategy for lymphatic filariasis
elimination is mass drug administration (MDA).
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/15/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-15-february-2023/

7. With reference to Indian Agasthyamala Biosphere Reserve, which of the
following statements is/are correct?
1. It is located in the southernmost end of the Western Ghats.
2. It became part of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves in 2016.
3. It is home to the Kanikaran, one of the oldest surviving ancient tribes
in the world.
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e S1: The Agasthyamala Biosphere Reserve is a biosphere reserve in
India established in 2001, located in the southernmost end of the
Western Ghats.
e S2: Agasthyamalai Biosphere Reserve became part of World Network
of Biosphere Reserves in 2016.
e S3: Agasthyamalai is also home to the Kanikaran, one of the oldest
surviving ancient tribes in the world.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/15/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-15-february-2023/

8. Which of the following are in Agasthyamala Biosphere Reserve?

(a) Neyyar, Peppara and Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuaries; and Kalakad
Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve

(b) Mudumalai, Sathyamangalam and Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuaries; and
Silent Valley National Park

(¢) Kaundinya, Gundla Brahme-swaram and Papikonda Wildlife
Sanctuaries; and Mukurthi National Park

(d) Kawal and Sri Venkateswara Wildlife Sanctuaries; and
Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam Tiger Reserve

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e ABRis situated at the southernmost end of the Western Ghats and
spread over two southern states Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

e [t is named after the Agastya Mala peak that rises up to almost 1868
meters above sea level, in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

e In March 2016, it was included in the World Network of Biosphere
Reserves of UNESCO.

e [t covers Peppara and Shendurney wildlife sanctuaries and parts of
the Neyyar sanctuary in Kerala and the Kalakad Mundanthurai Tiger
Reserve of Tamil Nadu.

|
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e It is home to the Kanikaran tribe, one of the oldest surviving ancient
tribes in the world.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/15/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-15-february-2023/

9. Consider the following statements regarding Dark energy.
1. Dark energy is the mysterious form of energy that makes up less than
1% of the universe.
2. While dark matter attracts and holds galaxies together, dark energy
repels and causes the expansion of our universe.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Dark energy, the mysterious form of energy that makes up about 68%
of the universe, has intrigued physicists and astronomers for decades.
Dark energy has been noted as “the most profound mystery in all of
science”. With advanced technologies and newer experiments,
scientists have found certain clues about it and, recently an
international team of researchers made the first putative direct
detection of dark energy. Everything we see — the planets, moons,
massive galaxies, you, me, this website — makes up less than 5% of
the universe. About 27% is dark matter and 68% is dark energy.
While dark matter attracts and holds galaxies together, dark energy
repels and causes the expansion of our universe.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/15/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-15-february-2023/

10.Consider the following statements regarding Manda buffalo, recently seen in
the news:

1. They are found in the Eastern Ghats and parts of Odisha.

2. They are less prone to diseases and are resistant to parasitic
infections.

3. It is the first animal to be recognised by National Bureau of Animal
Genetic Resources (NBAGR).

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e The National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources (NBAGR) has
recognised the Manda buffalo, found in the Eastern Ghats and
plateau of Koraput region of Odisha, as the 19th unique breed of
buffaloes found in India.

e The Manda are resistant to parasitic infections, less prone to diseases
and can live, produce and reproduce at low or nil input systems.
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e This buffalo germ-plasm was first identified through a detailed survey
conducted by the Animal Resource Development (ARD) department of
Odisha in collaboration with Orissa University of Agriculture and
Technology (OUAT).

e With Manda buffalo recognised by NBAGR, it will be incumbent upon
both Centre and State governments to devise a strategy for
conservation of these buffaloes.

e Four breeds of cattle — Binjharpuri, Motu, Ghumusari and Khariar —

and two breeds of buffalo — Chilika and Kalahandi — and one breed

of sheep, Kendrapada, have already received NBG recognition.
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Refer: https://www.thehindu.com/news /national/other-states/koraputs-manda-
buffalo-gets-unique-indigenous-tag/article36319950.ece

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -16th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements about Delimitation Commission of India:
1. The main task of the commission is redrawing the boundaries of the
various assembly and Lok Sabha constituencies based on a recent
census.
2. The Commission is a powerful and independent body whose orders
cannot be challenged in any court of law.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
|
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e The Delimitation commission or Boundary commission of India is a
commission established by the Government of India under the
provisions of the Delimitation Commission Act.

e The main task of the commission is redrawing the boundaries of the
various assembly and Lok Sabha constituencies based on a recent
census. The representation from each State is not changed during
this exercise. However, the number of SC and ST seats in a state are
changed in accordance with the census. The present delimitation of
constituencies has been done on the basis of 2001 census under the
provisions of Delimitation Act, 2002.

e The Commission is a powerful and independent body whose orders
cannot be challenged in any court of law. The orders are laid before
the Lok Sabha and the respective State Legislative Assemblies.
However, modifications are not permitted.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/16/sc-junks-challenge-to-jk-
delimitation-what-did-the-petitioner-centre-argue/

2. Consider the following about the National Human Rights Commission.
It is a constitutional authority.
The Commission is independent of the government.
There is no fee to approach the NHRC.
Its recommendations are binding on the courts but not the
government.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 4 only

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 2, 3 and 4 only

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e The commission has been established by law as autonomous of the
government, and not by the constitution.

e The NHRC cannot by itself punish the guilty. That is the responsibility
of courts. The NHRC is there to make independent and credible
inquiry into any case of violation of human rights. Thus, its
recommendations are not binding on neither the courts not the
government.

e Any citizen of India can write a letter to the NHRC to complain against
the violation of human rights. There is no fee or any formal procedure
to approach the NHRC.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/16/at-80-the-highest-no-of-
custodial-deaths-reported-in-gujarat-in-the-last-5-years-rajva-sabha-told/

i el S

3. Consider the following statements World Meteorological Organization (WMO):
1. It is a specialized agency of the United Nations.
2. India has been a member of the WMO since 1949.
3. It is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (d)
|
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Explanation:

e The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) is a specialized agency
of the United Nations responsible for promoting international
cooperation on atmospheric science, climatology, hydrology and
geophysics.

e India has been a member of the WMO since 1949. India's permanent
representative to the organisation is the head (DGM - Director-
General of Meteorology) of the IMD.

e Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland,

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/16/sea-level-rise-a-major-
threat-to-india-other-nations-wmo/
4. Consider the following statements about Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups (PVTGs) in India:

1. PVTGs reside in 18 States and one Union Territory.

2. A stagnant or declining population is one of the criteria for
determining PVTG status.

3. There are 95 PVTGs officially notified in the country so far.

4. The categorization is done by the Ministry of Home Affairs and not by
the Ministry of Tribal affairs.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(@ 1,2 and 3

(b) 2, 3 and 4

() 1,2 and 4

(d) 1, 3 and 4

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e S3 and S4: 75 tribal groups have been categorized by the Ministry
of Home Affairs as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG)s.
PVTGs reside in 18 States and UT of A&N Islands.

o See https://tribal.nic.in/pvtg.aspx

e S2: The criteria followed for determination of PVTGs are as under:

A pre-agriculture level of technology;
A stagnant or declining population;
iii. Extremely low literacy; and
A subsistence level of economy.

o See http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=178257
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/16/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-16-february-2023/

5. Consider the following statements about Employees’ Provident Fund
Organization (EPFO):

1. EPFO is a statutory organisation within the Ministry of Finance,
Government of India.

2. It was established with the passage of the Employees’ Provident
Funds and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:
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e EPFO is a statutory organisation within the Ministry of Labour and
Employment, Government of India.

e [t was established with the passage of the Employees’ Provident
Funds and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952.

e EPFO is responsible for regulating and managing provident funds in
India, as well as managing social security agreements with other
countries that have bilateral treaties with India.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/16/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-16-february-2023/
6. A windfall tax is a

(a) Tax levied on short-term currency transactions to discourage volatility
and speculation.

(b) Higher tax rate on sudden big profits levied on a particular company
or industry.

(c) tax levied at the time of purchase and sale of securities listed on stock
exchanges

(d) none of the above

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Context: India cuts windfall tax on crude oil to Rs 1,900 per tonne
from Rs 2,100 per tonne

o India imposed the windfall profit tax, in July 2022, joining
nations that tax supernormal profits of energy companies.

o Levy was introduced in view of the windfall gains made by the
domestic crude producers and refiners due to high global crude
and product prices (on account of the Russian-Ukraine war)

e What is the windfall tax?

o A windfall tax is a higher tax rate on sudden big profits levied
on a particular company or industry.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/16/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-16-february-2023/

7. Consider the following statements:

1. The United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) has a
‘Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air’.

2. The UNCAC is the ever-first legally binding global anti-corruption
instrument.

3. A highlight of the United Nations Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime (UNTOC) is the inclusion of a specific chapter aimed
at returning assets to their rightful owners from whom they had been
taken illicitly.

4. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is mandated
by its member States to assist in the implementation of both UNCAC
and UNTOC.

Which of the statements given above are correct?

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only

(c) 2 and 4 only

(d) 1,2,3 and 4

Ans: (c)
Explanation:
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e Sl is a protocol under UNTOC, and S3 is wrong as UNCAC has that
provision.

e The United Nations Convention against Corruption is the only legally
binding international anti-corruption multilateral treaty

e The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is mandated
by its Member States to assist in the implementation of both
Conventions, which along with the UN Drug Conventions of 1961,
1971 and 1988 underpin all the operational work of UNODC.

e See
https://www.unodc.org/southasia/en/frontpage/2011/may/indian-
govt-ratifies-two-un-conventions.html

Refer: UPSC CSE 2019

8. With reference to the recent developments in science, which one of the
following statements is not correct?

(a) Functional chromosomes can be created by joining segments of DNA
taken from cells of different species.

(b) Pieces of artificial functional DNA can be created in laboratories.

(c) A piece of DNA taken out from an animal cell can be made to replicate
outside a living cell in a laboratory.

(d) Cells taken out from plants and animals can be made to undergo cell
division in laboratory petri dishes.

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Option A incorrect since it is difficult to envisage how this can be
achieved because it is one thing to create an artificial chromosome
and quite another to to make it functional. Option B is Artificial Gene
Synthesis whereas Option D is Plant and Animal Tissue Culture
Technology. Option C is Cloning.

e S2: Artificial gene synthesis, sometimes known as DNA printing is a
method in synthetic biology that is used to create artificial genes in
the laboratory. The method has been used to generate functional
bacterial or yeast chromosomes containing approximately one million
base pairs.

Refer: UPSC CSE 2019

9. Which one of the following statements is not correct?

(a) Hepatitis B virus is transmitted much like HIV.

(b) Hepatitis B, unlike Hepatitis C, does not have a vaccine.

(c) Globally, the number of people infected with Hepatitis B and C viruses
are several times more than those infected with HIV.

(d) Some of those infected with Hepatitis Band C viruses do not show the
symptoms for many years.

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Hepatitis B has a vaccine that is recommended for all infants at birth
and for children up to 18 years. It is also recommended that adults in
high-risk groups be vaccinated.

e See https://www.hepb.org/prevention-and-diagnosis/vaccination/

Refer: UPSC CSE 2019
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10.With reference to land reforms in independent India, which one of the
following statements is correct?
(a) The ceiling “laws were aimed at family holdings and not individual
holdings.
(b) The major aim of land reforms was providing agricultural land to all
the landless.
(c) It resulted in cultivation of cash crops as a predominant form of
cultivation.
(d) Land reforms permitted no exemptions to the ceiling limits.
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Straightforward question
e Option A: They were applicable to both.
e Option C: This was due to commercialization of agriculture, not land
reforms.
Refer: UPSC CSE 2019

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -17th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements.

1. Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) is the parent ministry of the India
Meteorological Department (IMD).

2. In the hills, clouds don’t easily dissipate and can get trapped over a
certain area, bringing torrential showers and even a cloud burst.

3. Convergence of the winds flowing from opposite directions can lead to
formation of cumulonimbus clouds over the hilly region.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES) is the parent ministry of the India
Meteorological Department (IMD).

e Previous year has seen the monsoon revive over many parts of the
country, including Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand. Moisture laden easterly winds have been travelling from
lower levels, reaching up to western Himalayas. These winds have
been colliding with the westerly winds flowing across the upper levels.
Convergence of the winds flowing from opposite directions led to
formation of cumulonimbus clouds over the Kashmir region.

e In the hills, clouds don’t easily dissipate and can get trapped over a
certain area, bringing torrential showers and even a cloud burst.
Monsoons in previous years too have seen similar short torrents that
have caused immense damage.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/17 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-17-february-2023/
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2. Consider the following statements about Vibrant Villages Programme:

1. The scheme was launched by the Ministry of Rural Development
(MoRD) in 2016.

2. The main aim of the scheme is to bridge the gap between rural and
urban population by providing equal facilities, technology, and social-
economic development.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)
Explanation: About the Scheme:

e Comprehensive development of villages of blocks on the northern
border thus improving the quality of life of people living in identified
border villages.

e The scheme will provide funds for the development of essential
infrastructure and the creation of livelihood opportunities in 19
Districts and 46 Border blocks 4 states and 1 UT along the northern
land border of the country which will help in achieving inclusive
growth.

e Vibrant Village Action Plans will be created by district administration
with the help of Gram Panchayats. Development of growth centres on
the Hub and Spoke Model through the promotion of social
entrepreneurship, youth and women empowerment etc.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/17 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-17-february-2023/

3. Consider the following statements:
1. Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is the National Standard Body of
India.
2. BIS is responsible for the registration and better protection of
geographical indications relating to goods.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is the National Standard Body of
India. BIS is responsible for the harmonious development of the
activities of standardization, marking and quality certification of
goods and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/17 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-17-february-2023/

4. Which one of the following has launched the country’s first Marine Spatial
Planning (MSP) framework to balance growth alongside sustainable
management of ocean resources?

(a) Gujarat
(b) Kerala
|
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(c) Puducherry
(d) Goa
Ans: (¢)
Explanation:
e Puducherry has launched the country’s first Marine Spatial Planning
(MSP) framework to balance growth alongside sustainable
management of ocean resources
o It is part of a pact under the Indo-Norway Integrated Ocean
Initiative
o Puducherry and Lakshadweep were chosen as coastlines to
pilot the MSP initiative in 2019
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/17 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-17-february-2023/

5. Consider the following statements about Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission:
1. The IOC is the only UN body specialized in ocean science and
services.

2. Its secretariat is based in Paris, France.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e The IOC is the only UN body specialized in ocean science and
services. It provides a focus for other UN organizations and agencies
with regard to ocean science, observations and data exchange, and
services such as global tsunami warning systems.

e It is composed of an Assembly, an Executive Council and a
Secretariat. The Secretariat is based in Paris, France.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/17 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-17-february-2023/

6. Consider the following statements.
1. The Food Corporation of India (FCI) was constituted on the
recommendation of the LK Jha Committee.
2. The minimum support price (MSP) of a crop is the same throughout
the country.
3. Agricultural wage rate is not considered while setting up the MSP.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
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e For the first time, in 1966-67, the minimum support price (MSP) of
wheat and paddy was fixed. To fix the price, the central government
constituted the Agricultural Prices Commission, which was later
renamed as the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP)
in 1985.

e This means that the minimum support price (MSP) system was
introduced in the country to protect the interests of the farmers in
general. Under this system, even if the price of a crop falls in the
market, the central government procures it at the fixed MSP from the
farmers so that they can be shielded against losses.

e The MSP of a crop is the same throughout the country.

e The Food Corporation of India (FCI) was constituted in 1965 on the
recommendation of the LK Jha Committee. The government stores the
grains procured from the farmers with the FCI and NAFED (National
Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India) from where
the grains are distributed to the poor under the Public Distribution
System (PDS).

e Since 2009, the Commission for Agricultural Costs and Prices fixes
the minimum support price of a crop based on cost, demand, supply
position, price changes, market price trend, different costs and
international market prices.

e The Ministry of Agriculture also claims that the cost of production of
cultivation does not only include cash expenditure (as per market) but
also the cost of labour (as per market rate). This means that
agricultural wage rate is also considered while setting up of the MSP.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/17 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-17-february-2023/

7.

with reference to RuPay, consider the following statements:

1. It is the first-of-its-kind global Card payment network of India.

2. It is a highly secure network that protects against anti-phishing.

3. It offers a ‘contactless’ card that facilitates transactions with a single
tap.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e RuPay is the first-of-its-kind global Card payment network of India,
with wide acceptance at ATMs, POS devices and e-commerce websites
across India. It is a highly secure network that protects against anti-
phishing. The name, derived from the words ‘Rupee and Payment’,
emphasizes that it is India’s very own initiative for Card payments. It
is our answer to international payment networks, expressing pride
over our nationality.

e RuPay fulfils RBI’s vision of initiating a ‘less cash’ economy. This
could be achieved only by encouraging every Indian bank and
financial institution to become tech-savvy and engage in offering
electronic payments.
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e RuPay has both debit and credit cards on offer for individuals and
corporates. It also has prepaid and ‘Kisan Credit Card’ as well. It also
offers a ‘contactless’ card that facilitates transactions with a single
tap, thereby making payments without revealing crucial card details.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/17 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-17-february-2023/

8. What is the ‘Greenhouse Gas Protocol’?

(a) It is an international accounting tool for government and business
leaders to understand, quantify and manage greenhouse gas
emissions

(b) It is an initiative of the United Nations to offer financial incentives to
developing countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and to
adopt eco-friendly technologies

(c) It is an inter-governmental agreement ratified by all the member
countries of the United Nations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
to specified levels by the year 2022

(d) It is one of the multilateral REDD+ initiatives hosted by the World
Bank

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e The Greenhouse Gas Protocol (GHG Protocol) is the most widely used
international accounting tool for government and business leaders to
understand, quantify, and manage greenhouse gas emissions.

o It is a decade-long partnership between the World Resources
Institute (WRI) and the World Business Council for Sustainable
Development (WBCSD).

o It is working with businesses, governments, and environmental
groups around the world to build a new generation of credible
and effective programs for tackling climate change.

e http://www.ghgprotocol.org/about-ghep

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/17 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-17-february-2023/

9. With reference to ‘Financial Stability and Development Council’, consider the
following statements :

1. It is an organ of NITI Aayog.

2. It is headed by the Union Finance Minister.

3. It monitors macro-prudential supervision of the economy.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(¢) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Statement 1: With a view to strengthening and institutionalizing the
mechanism for maintaining financial stability, enhancing inter-
regulatory coordination and promoting financial sector development,
the Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) was set up
by the Government as the apex level forum in December 2010 (much
before NITI AAyog was even setup). So, 1 is incorrect.

|
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e Statement 2: The Chairman of the Council is the Finance Minister
and its members include the heads of financial sector Regulators
(RBI, SEBI, PFRDA, IRDA & FMC) Finance Secretary and/or
Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, Secretary, Department of
Financial Services, and Chief Economic Adviser. So, 2 is correct.
e Statement 3: Without prejudice to the autonomy of regulators, the
Council monitors macro prudential supervision of the economy,
including functioning of large financial conglomerates, and addresses
inter-regulatory coordination and financial sector development issues.
So, 3 is correct.
e It also focuses on financial literacy and financial inclusion.
e http://finmin.nic.in/fsdc/StrucFSDC.pdf
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /17 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-17-february-2023/

10.What is/are common to the two historical places known as Ajanta and
Mahabalipuram?

1. Both were built in the same period.

2. Both belong to the same religious denomination.

3. Both have rock-cut monuments.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) None of the statements given above is correct

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Statement 1: As per ASI Website, “While there is some evidence of
architectural activity going back to the period of Mahendravarman-I
(AD 600-30), the father of Mamalla, most of the monuments are
attributed to the period of Narasimhavarman-I Mamalla (AD 630-68) —
the Pallava ruler.

o On the other hand Ajanta caves were excavated in different
periods (circa. 2nd century B.C. to 6th century A.D.) according
to the necessity. So, clearly 1 is wrong.

e Statement 2: Mahabalipuram contains rock-cut rathas, sculptured
scenes on open rocks like Arjuna’s penance, the caves of
Govardhanadhari and Mahishasuramardini, the Jala-Sayana Perumal
temple (the sleeping Mahavishnu or Chakrin at the rear part of the
Shore temple complex). So, it is more linked to the Vaishnavites.

o On the other hand, Ajanta is linked more to the Buddhist
religious denomination.

e Statement 2 is also wrong.

e Statement 3: Both have rock-cut monuments, because cave cut
Chaityas, Viharas and Stupas can be clearly seen at Ajanta. Also, the
mural paintings that are made at Ajanta involve some rock-cutting as
per ASIL.

Mahabalipuram is famous for rock monuments as described above.
Only 3 is correct.
http://asi.nic.in/asi monu whs mahabalipuram.asp

http://asi.nic.in/asi monu whs_ ajanta.asp
[ eeeee——
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Refer: UPSC CSE 2017

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -18th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements about Chang’e 4 Mission:

1. It is the first probe ever to explore the dark side of the Moon.

2. The mission was China's first lunar mission.

3. The mission aims to deliver samples of Moon rock and soil to Earth.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e China has launched Chang’e-4, a first probe ever to achieve soft-
landing on the far side of the Moon.

e Chang’e 4 is the fourth mission in the country’s lunar mission series
which is being named after the Chinese moon goddess.

e The tasks of the Chang’e-4 probe include low-frequency radio
astronomical observation, surveying the terrain and landforms,
detecting the mineral composition, and measuring the neutron
radiation and neutral atoms to study the environment on the far side
of the moon.

e The mission aims to deliver samples of Moon rock and soil to Earth.
Refer:https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18/group-of-lunar-meteorites-
throw-light-on-the-origin-of-basalts-on-the-moon-isro/

2. Consider the following statements:

1. It is an autonomous statutory body that maintains the food safety and
standards in India.

2. FSSAl is administered by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e [t is an autonomous statutory body that maintains the food safety and
standards in India. FSSAI is administered by the Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare.

e FSSAI - a statutory body, is supposed to be guided by principles of
food safety, which include risk assessment, transparent public
consultation, protection of consumer choice, etc.

e FFRC, on the other hand, has a sponsored promotional role — co-
implementing fortification programmes, providing funding and
advisory services, etc.

e The presence of FFRC within FSSAI deserves further investigation and
intervention to avoid conflict of interest.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18/report-alleges-conflict-of-
interest-behind-indias-fortified-food-programme/
-
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3. Which of the following force(s) affect the aircraft when it is in flight?

1. Thrust
2. Drag
3. Weight
4. Lift
Select the correct answer using the code below:
(a) 4 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only

(d) 1,2,3 and 4

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Wings keep an airplane up in the air, but the four forces are what
make this happen. They push a plane up, down, forward, or slow it
down.

o Thrust is a force that moves an aircraft in the direction of the
motion. It is created with a propeller, jet engine, or rocket. Air
is pulled in and then pushed out in an opposite direction. One
example is a household fan.

o Drag is the force that acts opposite to the direction of motion. It
tends to slow an object. Drag is caused by friction and
differences in air pressure. An example is putting your hand
out of a moving car window and feeling it pull back.

o Weight is the force caused by gravity.

o Lift is the force that holds an airplane in the air. The wings
create most of the lift used by airplanes.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2023/
4. Consider the following statements about Special Category Status (SCS):

1. There is no provision of SCS in the Constitution.

2. This classification was done on the recommendations of the Fifth
Finance Commission.

3. It was based on the Gadgil formula.

Which of the statements given above iShares correct?

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e There is no provision of SCS in the Constitution; the Central
government extends financial assistance to states that are at a
comparative disadvantage against others.

e This classification was done on the recommendations of the Fifth
Finance Commission in 1969.

e [t was based on the Gadgil formula. The parameters for SCS were:

o Hilly Terrain;

o Low Population Density And/Or Sizeable Share of Tribal
Population;

o Strategic Location along Borders With Neighbouring Countries;

o Economic and Infrastructure Backwardness; and

o Nonviable Nature of State finances.
[
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Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2023/

5. Consider the following statements about Jal Jan Abhiyan:
1. It is jointly run by the Ministry of Jal Shakti, and the ISKCON
Foundation.
2. The campaign is aimed at creating collective consciousness among
people towards water conservation.
Which of the statements given above is/are corset?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)
Explanation: About the campaign:
e It is jointly run by the Ministry of Jal Shakti, and the Brahma
Kumaris organization.
o About The Brahma Kumaris:

m [t is a spiritual, educational and Philanthropic
movement that originated in Hyderabad, Sindh, during
the 1930s. The Brahma Kumaris movement was
founded by Lekhraj Kripalani. The organisation is known
for the prominent role that women play in the
movement.

e The campaign is aimed at creating collective consciousness among
people towards water conservation.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2023/

6. REAIM 2023’, sometimes mentioned in the news, is related to?

(a) Climate Change

(b) Global Terrorism

(c) Global Governance

(d) Artificial Intelligence

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e World’s first global summit on Responsible Al in the Military kicks off
in The Netherlands.

e The REAIM 2023 brings together governments, corporations,
academia, startups, and civil societies to raise awareness, discuss
issues, and possibly, agree on common principles for deploying and
using Al in armed conflicts.

e Role of Al in military domain Training and simulation to provide
battlefield experience to soldiers. Surveillance, specifically in difficult-
to-reach border regions, provides situational awareness.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2023/

7. Consider the following statements about Pangolin:
1. India is home to two species, both species are included under India’s
Schedule I of the Wildlife Protection Act.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA 8l


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2023/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (February- 2023) "

2. Indian Pangolin is listed as Critically Endangered in the IUCN Red
list.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
e Pangolins are among the most trafficked wild mammals globally.
e India is home to two species:
o Indian Pangolin (EN), found across the subcontinent
o Chinese Pangolin (CR), is found across a larger area in south
Asia.
e Both species are included under India’s Schedule I of the Wildlife
Protection Act (Jail term for those hunting animals listed here)
e Appendix I of CITES (meaning they are most endangered)
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2023/

8. Consider the following statements about TRAFFIC, the Wildlife Trade
Monitoring Network:
1. It was established in 1976 by WWF and UNEP.
2. It monitors the trade in wild animals and plants that focuses on
biodiversity and sustainable development.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e TRAFFIC is an organization that was established in 1976 by WWF and
IUCN as a wildlife trade monitoring network to undertake data
collection, analysis, and provision of recommendations to inform
decision making on wildlife trade.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2023/

9. Dharma Guardian, is a bilateral military exercise between India and
(a) Nepal
(b) Bangla Desh
(c) Japan
(d) Sri Lanka
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e The fourth edition of the India-Japan bilateral Army exercise ‘Dharma
Guardian’ began at Camp Imazu in Shiga province, Japan and will go
on till March 2
o 2022 marked 70 years of diplomatic relations between the two
countries.
o It is an annual training exercise
|
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Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/18/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-18-february-2023/

10.Which principle among the following was added to the Directive Principles of
State Policy by the 42nd Amendment to the Constitution?
(a) Equal pay for equal work for both men and women
(b) Participation of workers in the management of industries
(c) Right to work, education and public assistance
(d) Securing living wage and human conditions of work to workers
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e The 42nd Amendment added new Directive Principles, viz Article 39A,
Article 43A and Article 48A.
e Article 43A deals with ‘Participation of workers in management of
industries’.
e http://indiacode.nic.in/coiweb/amend/amend42.htm
Refer: UPSC CSE 2017

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -20th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements about Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP):

1. It is one of the seven Central Armed Police Forces, established in 1962
in the aftermath of the Sino-Indian War of 1962.

2. It conducts relief and rescue operations as 'First Responders' for
natural calamities in the Himalayan region.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

1. 1 only

2. 2 only

3. Both 1 and 2

4. Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e The Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) is a border patrol organization
of India deployed along its borders with Tibet Autonomous Region.

e It is one of the seven Central Armed Police Forces, established in 1962
in the aftermath of the Sino-Indian War of 1962.

e The ITBP guards 3,488 km long India-China borders ranging from the
Karakoram Pass in Ladakh to Jachep La in Arunachal Pradesh.

e Apart from this, the Force also has important roles in many internal
security duties and operations against Left Wing Extremism in the
state of Chhattisgarh.

e [TBP is a specialized Armed Police Force of the Nation, which trains
its personnel in various disciplines including mountaineering and
skiing apart from intensive tactical training.

e [TBP also conducts relief and rescue operations as ‘First Responders’
for natural calamities in the Himalayan region.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/20/with-an-eye-on-china-
union-cabinet-clears-seven-itbp-battalions/
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2. With reference to Shivaji Jayanti, consider the following statements:

1. Mahatma Phule started the celebration of Shivaji Jayanti which was
then taken forward by Bal Gangadhar Tilak.

2. The main aim of the day is to honor the great warrior’s role in
restoring the Maratha Empire and to celebrate his vast legacy.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:About Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Jayanti:

e Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Jayanti marks the birth anniversary of
the great Maratha emperor Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. The main
aim of the day is to honour the great warrior’s role in restoring the
Maratha Empire and to celebrate his vast legacy

e The celebration of Shiv Jayanti was set by Jyotirao Govindrao Phule,
also known as Mahatma Jyotiba Phule, in 1870.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/20/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-february-2023/
3. Consider the following statements about Goods and Services Tax (GST):

1. It is a single tax on the supply of goods and services, right from the
manufacturer to the consumer.

2. It is collected at the state where the goods are sold instead of the
manufacturing states.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e [t is a single tax on the supply of goods and services, right from the
manufacturer to the consumer.

e It is collected at the state where the goods are sold instead of the
manufacturing states.

e As a measure of support for the states, petroleum products, alcohol
for human consumption and tobacco have been kept out of the
purview of GST.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/20/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-february-2023/
4. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

1. Banda pig - Andhra Pradesh

2. Kathani cattle- Gujarat

3. Sojat goat - Rajasthan

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (b)
Explanation:
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ICAR-NBAGR (National Bureau of Animal Genetic Resources,
ﬁ Karnal) registered ten new breeds of indigenous livestock
v\ v,

species in India

Ladakh = 7
i7" Masilum cattle e

~ Wak Chambil pig Masilum cattle

lw Indigenous Livestock Breed ? "

R)

Sojat goat Sanchori cattle
Sojat goat
Karauli goat
Guijari goat

Manipuri Black pig

Y

[ ) Purnatha;ﬁ buffalo (MH) Visit Insights IAS CA Daily for detalledeuégs
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/20/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-february-2023/

S. Consider the following statements about Paris Agreement:
1. It is a multilateral agreement within the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
2. The Agreement is legally binding on its member states.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e The Paris Agreement is a legally binding international treaty on
climate change. It was adopted by 196 Parties at the UN Climate
Change Conference (COP21) in Paris, France, on 12 December 2015.
It entered into force on 4 November 2016.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/20/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-february-2023/
6. Consider the following statements about Vinyl chloride :
1. It is a colorless gas that burns easily.
2. It does not occur naturally and must be produced industrially for its
commercial uses.
3. It is used primarily to make polyvinyl chloride (PVC).
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(¢) 1 and 2 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (d)
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Explanation:

e Vinyl chloride is a colourless gas that burns easily. It does not occur
naturally and must be produced industrially for its commercial uses.

e Vinyl chloride is used primarily to make polyvinyl chloride (PVC), a
hard plastic resin used to make a variety of plastic products,
including pipes, wire and cable coatings, and packaging materials.

e Its health risks were discovered in the 1970swhen four workers
involved in the polymerization process for producing polyvinyl chloride
there each developed angiosarcoma of the liver, an extremely rare type
of tumour.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/20/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-february-2023/
7. Consider the following statements:

1. A hybrid-sounding rocket uses a Hydrogen powered engine to power
its flight.

2. Hybrid-sounding rockets are often used by private companies for
scientific research and testing of new technologies.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e A hybrid-sounding rocket is a type of rocket that uses a hybrid rocket
engine to power its flight.

e A hybrid rocket engine uses a solid fuel grain and a liquid or gaseous
oxidizer to generate thrust.

e Hybrid-sounding rockets are often used by universities, government
agencies, and private companies for scientific research and testing of
new technologies because of their low cost.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/20/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-february-2023/

8. Consider the following statements about Rhododendrons:
1. It is considered an indicator species for climate change.
2. It blooms in the Garhwal Himalayas and is celebrated as ‘Phool
Sankranti’, a festival of flowers.
3. It is native to the Indian Subcontinent.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(¢) 1 and 2 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (c)
Explanation: About Rhododendrons:
e Name: Rhododendron meaning rose tree in Greek
e Ecological Significance: It is considered an indicator species for
climate change
e Nature: Evergreen to Deciduous in nature (can be in form of dwarf
shrubs to large trees)
e Threats: Rampant construction
|
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e Habitat: Cold, moist deep valleys of the eastern Himalayas
State tree of Uttarakhand and the state flower of Nagaland
e [t blooms in the Garhwal Himalayas and is celebrated as ‘Phool
Sankranti’, a festival of flowers.
e It is nativeto many regions of the world, including Asia, Europe,
North America, and Australia
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/20/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-20-february-2023/

9. Consider the following statements:

1. Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) to Reduce Short Lived Climate
Pollutants is a unique initiative of the G20 group of countries.

2. The CCAC focuses on methane, black carbon and hydrofluorocarbons.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Statement 1: The Climate and Clean Air Coalition to Reduce Short-
Lived Climate Pollutants (CCAC) was launched by the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and six countries—Bangladesh,
Canada, Ghana, Mexico, Sweden, and the United States—in 2012.

e Statement 2: The Coalition’s initial focus is on methane, black
carbon, and HFCs.

e http://www.ccacoalition.org/en/content/about-us

Refer: UPSC CSE 2017

10.With reference to ‘Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)’ sometimes mentioned in the
news while forecasting Indian monsoon, which of the following statements
is/are correct?

1. 10D phenomenon is characterised by a difference in sea surface
temperature between tropical Western Indian Ocean and tropical
Eastern Pacific Ocean.

2. An IOD phenomenon can influence an El Nino’s impact on the
monsoon.

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Statement 1: The IOD, also known as the Indian Nino, is an irregular
oscillation of sea-surface temperatures in which the western Indian
Ocean becomes alternately warmer and then colder than the eastern
part of the Indian ocean (not tropical eastern pacific ocean.
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e Statement 2: IOD has a much more significant effect on the rainfall
patterns in south-east Australia than the El Nifio-Southern
Oscillation (ENSO) in the Pacific Ocean as shown in several recent
studies.
Refer: UPSC CSE 2017

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -21st-Feb-2023

1. Arrange the following locations in the direction of North to South:

1. Pratas Islands
2. Senkaku Islands
3. Spratly Islands
4. Paracel Islands

Select the correct answer using the code below:
(@) 1-2-3-4
(b) 1-2-4-3
(c) 2-1-4-3
(d) 2-1-3-4

Ans: (c)

Explanation:

' o 'sgN'K;K‘u'm;av
CHINA J ISLANDS
ISLANDS

T : \ PHILIPPINE
S Ny SES
) : PARACEL
L CHINA
2 SEA

L —{SCARBOROUGH
B]  sHoal

PACIFIC

N e
SPRATLY
ISLANDS

Refer: https / / WWW. 1n31ghtson1nd1a com / 2023/ 02 / 2 1 / WhV -is-chinas-stand-on-

russia-and-ukraine-raising-concerns/
2. Consider the following statements regarding Geomagnetic reversal.

1. A geomagnetic reversal is a change in a planet’s magnetic field such
that the positions of geographic north and geographic south are
interchanged.

2. It will have an effect on the animals that use Earth’s magnetic field for
navigation.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)
Explanation:
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e A geomagnetic reversal is a change in a planet’s magnetic field such
that the positions of magnetic north and magnetic south are
interchanged (not to be confused with geographic north and
geographic south). Reversal occurrences are statistically random.

e The only major, noticeable effect that’s guaranteed to occur when the
polar flop is finished is that your compass needle will tell you that
North is in Antarctica and South is somewhere near Canada.

e Another interesting consequence will be that animals that use Earth’s
magnetic field for navigation—including birds, salmon, and sea
turtles—could get lost during their routine journeys.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/21 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-21-february-2023/
3. The Earth’s geomagnetic field is a combination of several magnetic fields
generated by various sources superimposing on each other. These include

1. Movement of conducting material inside the Earth’s core.

2. Electric current flowing in the ionized upper atmosphere.

3. Currents flowing within the earth’s crust.

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e The Earth’s geomagnetic field is a combination of several magnetic
fields generated by various sources superimposing on each other.
More than 90% of the field is generated by the movement of
conducting material inside the Earth’s core, which is often referred to
as the Main Field. Other important sources of the geomagnetic field
include electric current flowing in the ionized upper atmosphere and
currents flowing within the earth’s crust. There are also local
anomalies produced by mountain ranges, ore deposits, geological
faults, and artificial products such as trains, aircraft, power lines etc.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/21/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-21-february-2023/

4. Consider the following statements regarding Privilege motion.

1. It can be moved only in the Lok Sabha.

2. Any notice should be relating to an incident of recent occurrence.

3. The Speaker is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege motion.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Parliamentary privileges are certain rights and immunities enjoyed by
members of Parliament, individually and collectively, so that they can
“effectively discharge their functions”. When any of these rights and
immunities are disregarded, the offense is called a breach of privilege
and is punishable under law of Parliament.

|
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e A notice is moved in the form of a motion by any member of either
House against those being held guilty of breach of privilege.

e A member may, with the consent of the Speaker or the Chairperson,
raise a question involving a breach of privilege either of a member or
of the House or of a committee thereof. The rules however mandate
that any notice should be relating to an incident of recent occurrence
and should need the intervention of the House.

e The Speaker/RS chairperson is the first level of scrutiny of a privilege
motion. The Speaker/Chair can decide on the privilege motion himself
or herself or refer it to the privileges committee of Parliament.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/21 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-21-february-2023
S. Consider the following statements.

1. Nominated members of the Rajya Sabha have the same rights and
privileges as elected members of Rajya Sabha with the right to vote in
the election of the President.

2. The anti-defection law was not present in the original Constitution.

3. The Nominated members of the Rajya Sabha are subjected to
disqualification, if they join a political party within six months of
being nominated to the House.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1 and 3 only

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e In 1985 the Tenth Schedule, popularly known as the anti-defection
law, was added to the Constitution.

e The law specifies the circumstances under which changing of political
parties by MPs invites action under the law. The law covers three
types of scenarios with respect to an MP switching parties. The first is
when a member elected on the ticket of a political party “voluntarily
gives up” membership of such a party or votes in the House contrary
to the wishes of the party. The second possibility is when an MP who
has won his or her seat as an independent candidate after the election
joins a political party. In both these instances, the MP loses the seat
in the House on changing (or joining) a party.

e The third scenario relates to nominated MPs. In their case, the law
specifies that within six months of being nominated to the House,
they can choose to join a political party.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /21 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-21-february-2023

6. With reference to Indian Parliamentary Privileges, consider the following
statements:
1. According to the Constitution of India, the privileges and immunities
of MP’s are to be defined by the Committee of Privileges.
2. The Speaker of Lok Sabha or Rajya Sabha (RS) Chairperson is the
first level of scrutiny of a privilege motion.
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
. ___________________________________________________________________________]
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(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e S1: According to the Constitution, the powers, privileges and
immunities of Parliament and MP’s are to be defined by Parliament.
No law has so far been enacted in this respect. In the absence of any
such law, it continues to be governed by British Parliamentary
conventions.
e S2: The Speaker/RS chairpersonis the first level of scrutiny of a
privilege motion.
e The Speaker/Chair can decide on the privilege motion himself or
herself or refer it to the privileges committee of Parliament.
e If the Speaker/Chair gives consent under relevant rules, the member
concerned is given an opportunity to make a short statement.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /21 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-21-february-2023

7. Consider the following statements

1. Originally, the Constitution of India expressedly mentioned five
privileges.

2. The parliamentary privileges do not extend to the president who is
also an integral part of the Parliament.

3. Till now, the Parliament of India has not made any special law to
exhaustively codify all the privileges.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e S2: The parliamentary privileges do not extend to the President who is
also an integral part of the Parliament. Article 361 of the Constitution
provides for privileges for the President.

e Sl and S3: Originally, the Constitution (Article 105) expressedly
mentioned two privileges, that is, freedom of speech in Parliament and
right of publication of its proceedings. With regard to other privileges,
it provided that they were to be the same as those of the British
House of Commons, its committees and its members on the date of its
commencement (ie, 26 January, 1950), until defined by Parliament.

e The 44th Amendment Act of 1978 provided that the other privileges of
each House of Parliament, its committees and its members are to be
those which they had on the date of its commencement (ie, 20 June,
1979), until defined by Parliament. This means that the position with
regard to other privileges remains same. In other words, the
amendment has made only verbal changes by dropping a direct
reference to the British House of Commons, without making any
change in the implication of the provision.
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e It should be noted here that the Parliament, till now, has not made
any special law to exhaustively codify all the privileges. They are
based on five sources, namely, 1. Constitutional provisions, 2.
Various laws made by Parliament, 3. Rules of both the Houses, 4.
Parliamentary conventions, and 5. Judicial interpretations.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/21 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2 1-february-2023

8. Consider the following statements with reference to Parliamentary Privileges

in India:
1. Parliamentary privileges are defined in Article 105 of the Indian
Constitution.

2. The members of Parliament are exempted from any civil or criminal
liability for any statement made or act done in the course of their
duties.

3. The privileges are claimed only when the person is a member of the
house.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Parliamentary Privilegesare certain rights and immunities enjoyed by
members of Parliament, individually and collectively, so that they can
“effectively discharge their functions”.

e Article 1050f the Constitution expressly mentions two privileges, that
is, freedom of speech in Parliament and right of publication of its
proceedings.

e The members of Parliament are exempted from any civil or criminal
liability for any statement made or act done in the course of their
duties.

e S3: The Constitution also extends the parliamentary privileges to
those persons who are entitled to speak and take part in the
proceedings of a House of Parliament or any of its committees. These
include the Attorney General of India.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /21 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-21-february-2023

9. Consider the following statements about UN Commission for Social
Development (CSocD):
1. It is one of the 9 functional commissions of the Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC).
2. CSocD meets annually in New York, usually in February.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
|
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e UN Commission for Social Development (CSocD) (est. 1946, HQ: New
York) is one of the 9 functional commissions of the Economic and
Social Council (ECOSOC).
e [t advises ECOSOC on social policies.
o It follows up with the implementation of the Copenhagen
Declaration and Programme of Action (1995)
o At World Summit for Social Development (Copenhagen)
Governments reached a new consensus on the need to put
people at the centre of development
e CSocD meets annually in New York, usually in February.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/21 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-21-february-2023

10.A Pressurised Heavy-Water Reactor (PHWR) utilizes

(a) Enriched uranium as fuel

(b) Heavy water as both a neutron moderator and a coolant

(c) Both a and b

(d) Neither a nor b

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e PHWRSs reactors use heavy water as a neutron moderator and coolant
and natural uranium as fuel, unlike Light Water Reactors (LWRs)
which use uranium enriched up to 3 to 5 per cent as fuel and
normal water as both its coolant and neutron moderator. Another
major difference between the two is that a PHWRs produce more
plutonium and tritium as a by-product compared to LWRs. Also,
PHWRSs do not need to be shut down for refuelling while LWRs are
refuelled after shutdown.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/21 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-2 1 -february-2023

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -22nd-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements.
1. El Nino brings warm water from the equatorial Pacific Ocean up to the
western coast of North America.
2. In North America, the summer temperatures trend lower during La
Nina.
3. Shift in the position of jet streams results in heatwaves in some
places.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
() 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e Arctic warming and jet stream migration
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o The Arctic is warming three to four times faster than the globe
as a whole, meaning there is ever less difference between
northern temperatures and those closer to the equator.

o That is resulting in swings in the North Atlantic jet stream,
which in turn leads to extreme weather events like heatwaves
and floods.

e Heat domes

o Warmer oceans contribute to heat domes, which trap heat over
large geographical areas. The heat dome is stretching from the
southern plains of the Oklahoma/Arkansas area all the way to
the eastern seaboard, according to the U.S. Weather Prediction
Center.

o Scientists have found the main cause of heat domes is a strong
change in ocean temperatures from west to east in the tropical
Pacific Ocean during the preceding winter.

o As prevailing winds move the hot air east, the northern shifts of
the jet stream trap the air and move it toward land, where it
sinks, resulting in heatwaves.

e EIl Nino and La Nina

o Every few years, the climate patterns known as El Nifio and,
less frequently, La Nifia occur. El Nifio brings warm water from
the equatorial Pacific Ocean up to the western coast of North
America, and La Nina brings colder water.

o At present, La Nifa is in effect. Because summer temperatures
trend lower during La Nina, climate scientists are concerned
about what a serious heatwave would look like during the next
El Ninno, when even hotter summer weather could be expected.

Refer: https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /22 /why-india-is-watching-the-
el-nino-forecast-with-bated-breath/
2. With reference to El Nino weather events, consider the following statements:

1. During an El Nino event, westward-blowing trade winds weaken along
the Equator.

2. El Nino brings rain to South America and droughts to Indonesia.

3. Stronger El Nino events disrupt global atmospheric circulation.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(¢) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Sl1: During an El Nino event, westward-blowing trade winds weaken
along the Equator. These changes in air pressure and wind speed
cause warm surface water to move eastward along the Equator, from
the western Pacific to the coast of northern South America.

e S2: As El Nino brings rain to South America, it brings droughts to
Indonesia and Australia. These droughts threaten the region’s water
supplies, as reservoirs dry and rivers carry less water. Agriculture,
which depends on water for irrigation, is threatened.
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e S3: Stronger El Nifio events also disrupt global atmospheric
circulation. Global atmospheric circulation is the large-scale
movement of air that helps distribute thermal energy (heat) across the
surface of the Earth. The eastward movement of oceanic and
atmospheric heat sources cause unusually severe winter weather at
the higher latitudes of North and South America. Regions as far north
as the U.S. states of California and Washington may experience
longer, colder winters because of El Nino.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /22 /why-india-is-watching-the-
el-nino-forecast-with-bated-breath/
3. Consider the following statements:

1. During El Nino, the surface winds across the entire tropical Pacific are
weaker than usual.

2. During La Nina, the surface winds across the entire tropical Pacific
are stronger than usual.

Which of the given above statements is/are not correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Here the directive word is not correct!!

e S1: During El Nino, the surface winds across the entire tropical
Pacific are weaker than usual. Ocean temperatures in the central and
eastern tropical Pacific Ocean are warmer than average, and rainfall is
below average over Indonesia and above average over the central or
eastern Pacific.

e S2: During La Nina, it’s the opposite. The surface winds across the
entire tropical Pacific are stronger than usual, and most of the
tropical Pacific Ocean is cooler than average. Rainfall increases over
Indonesia (where waters remain warm) and decreases over the central
tropical Pacific (which is cool). Over Indonesia, there is more rising air
motion and lower surface pressure. There is more sinking air motion
over the cooler waters of the central and eastern Pacific.

El Nino Weather La Nina Weather
¢ Rain and flooding along e Snow and rain on the
the Pacific coast west coast
e Warm water disrupts ¢ Unusually cold weather
food chain of fish, birds, in Alaska
and sea mammals ¢ Unusually warm
e Tornadoes and weather in the rest of
thunderstorms in the USA
southern US e Drought in the
e Fewer than normal southwest
k hurricanes in the ° Higher than normal
Atlantic number of hurricanes e
the Atlantic
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Refer: https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /22 /why-india-is-watching-the-
el-nino-forecast-with-bated-breath/

4. Consider the following statements:

1. UNESCO has declared February 21 as International Mother Language
Day in response to the declining state of many languages all over the
world.

2. The theme of International Mother Language Day 2023 is
“Multilingual education — a necessity to transform education.”

Which of the given above statements is/are not correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e In 1999, UNESCO declared February 21 as International Mother
Language Day in response to the declining state of many languages all
over the world.

e The theme of International Mother Language Day 2023: “Multilingual
education — a necessity to transform education.”

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/22 /international-mother-
language-day-india-should-shed-its-colonial-legacy-by-creating-content-in-mother-
languages/

5. Consider the following statements regarding the New START Treaty.

1. It aims to regulate the international trade in conventional arms like
battle tanks, combat aircraft and warships.

2. Recently India has signed the treaty.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)
Explanation: What is the New START?

e Officially, the Treaty between the USA and the Russian Federation on
Measures for the Further Reduction and Limitation of Strategic
Offensive Arms, entered into force on February 5,

e It placed new verifiable limits (to be met by 2018) on intercontinental-
range nuclear weapons. For example, 700 deployed ICBMs, deployed
SLBMs (submarine-launched) and deployed heavy bombers equipped
for nuclear armaments, etc.

e The US and Russian Federation subsequently agreed to extend the
treaty through February 4, 2026.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /22 /russia-suspends-new-start-
what-is-its-last-remaining-nuclear-arms-control-treaty-with-the-us/
6. Consider the following statements about Food and Agriculture Organization:

1. It is a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads
international efforts to defeat hunger.

2. The FAO Headquarters is in Rome, Italy.

3. The FAO's Regular Programme budget is funded by its members,

through contributions set at the FAO Conference.
|
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

() 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e S3: The FAO's Regular Programme budget is funded by its members,
through contributions set at the FAO Conference. This budget covers
core technical work, cooperation and partnerships including the
Technical Cooperation Programme, knowledge exchange, policy and
advocacy, direction and administration, governance and security.

e S1: The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) is an international organization that leads international efforts
to defeat hunger and improve nutrition and food security.

e Their headquarters is in Rome, Italy, and the FAO maintains regional
and field offices worldwide, operating in over 130 countries.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/22 /global-assessment-of-soil-
carbon-in-grasslands/

7. Which of the following was/were ports during ancient India?

1. Tamralipti

2. Kalyana

3. Muziris

4. Bharukachchha

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only

(d) 1,2,3 and 4

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Important ports of India on the western coast during ancient period
were (from north to south direction) Bharukachchha, Sopara,
Kalyana, Mugziris, etc. Ships from these ports sailed to the Roman
Empire through the Red Sea.

e Trade with southeast Asia was conducted through the sea. Prominent
ports on the eastern coast of India were Tamralipti (West Bengal),
Arikamedu (Tamil Nadu Coast) etc.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/22/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-22-february-2023/

8. Popularly known as ‘Land of the Dawn-lit-Mountains’, It is India’s remotest
state and the first Indian soil to greet the rising sun. Located on the
northeastern tip of India with its borders touching China, Bhutan and
Burma (Myanmar).

The above paragraph refers to which of the following states?

(a) Mizoram

(b) Nagaland

(

c) Arunachal Pradesh
(d) Manipur

Ans: (c)

Explanation:
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e Popularly known as ‘Land of the Dawn-lit-Mountains’, Arunachal
Pradesh is India’s remotest state and the first Indian soil to greet the
rising sun. Located on the northeastern tip of India with its borders
touching China, Bhutan and Burma (Myanmar), this beautiful land is
endowed with dazzling array of flora and fauna that is sure to allure
any tourist. More than 500 rare species of Orchids are found in the
dense jungles of Arunachal Pradesh.

e Statehood Day

Context: The Prime Minister has greeted the people of Mizoram and Arunachal
Pradesh on their Statehood Day

Mizoram * Mizoram became the 23rd state of India (53rd Amendment of the Indian
Constitution, 1986)
Mizoram was granted the status of a Union Territory in 1972 after
signing an accord with the moderates of the Mizo National Front (MNF).
Demography: It is one of the least populous state
The Literacy rate of the state is over 91 %
Biodiversity: Mizoram has the maximum forest cover as a percentage of
their own geographical area at (85.4%).
Protected Areas: Dampa Tiger Reserve, Murlen National Park,
Phawngpui National Park, Ngengpui Wildlife Sanctuary, Tawi Wildlife
Sanctuary
Tribals: It has the highest concentration (percentage) of tribal
population among all states of India e.g. Lushei, Ralte, Hmar, Paihte and
Pawi.
(LRSI LT O Festivals: Mim Kut and Chapchar Kut.

Dance: Cheraw (Bamboo Dance)

Until 1972, the Arunachal Pradesh was named asthe  Arunachal
North-East Frontier Agency (NEFA). Pradesh
s In 1972, it became a Union Territory and named

Arunachal Pradesh.
In 1987, it became 24th state (under 55th C.A. Act)
State Animal: Mithun (also known as Gayal)
State Bird: Hornbill
Demography: The state is home to 26 major tribes e.g. Monpas, Nyishis (most populous
tribe), Apatanis, Noctes and Sherdukpens.
¢ Protected Areas: Namdapha National Park, Mouling National Park, Sessa Orchid
Sanctuary, Dibang Wildlife Sanctuary, Pakke Tiger Reserve and Dihang Dibang
° Biosphere Reserve

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/22/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-22-february-2023/
9. Which of the following is the first country with which cross-border Person to
Person (P2P) payment facility has been launched by India?
(a) Nepal
(b) Bhutan
(c) Bangla Desh
(d) Singapore
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e Singapore is the first country with which cross border Person to
Person (P2P) payment facility has been launched.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /22 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-22-february-2023/

10.What is the application of Somatic Cell Nuclear Transfer Technology?
(a) Production of biolarvicides
(b) Manufacture of biodegradable plastics
(c) Reproductive cloning of animals
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(d) Production of organisms free of diseases
Ans: (c)
Explanation
e Somatic cell cloning is a technique in which the nucleus (DNA) of a
somatic cell is transferred for the generation of a new individual,
genetically identical to the somatic cell donor.
[ J
e https://www.sciencedaily.com/terms/somatic_cell nuclear transfer.h
tm
Refer: UPSC CSE 2017

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -23rd-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements with reference to Anti-Defection Law:

1. The Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in 1985.

2. A legislator is deemed to have defected if he either voluntarily gives up
the membership of his party or disobeys the directives of the party
leadership on a vote.

3. The law allows a party to merge with or into another party provided
that at least two-thirds of its legislators are in favour of the merger.

4. The law specifies a time-period for the Presiding Officer to decide on a
disqualification plea.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only

(c) 1,2 and 4 only

(d) 1, 3 and 4 only

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e S4: The law does not specify a time-period for the Presiding Officer to
decide on a disqualification plea. Given that courts can intervene only
after the Presiding Officer has decided on the matter, the petitioner
seeking disqualification has no option but to wait for this decision to
be made.

e S3: Legislators may change their party without the risk of
disqualification in certain circumstances. The law allows a party to
merge with or into another party provided that at least two-thirds of
its legislators are in favour of the merger. In such a scenario, neither
the members who decide to merge, nor the ones who stay with the
original party will face disqualification.

e S1 and S2: The Tenth Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in
1985. It lays down the process by which legislators may be
disqualified on grounds of defection by the Presiding Officer of a
legislature based on a petition by any other member of the House. A
legislator is deemed to have defected if he either voluntarily gives up
the membership of his party or disobeys the directives of the party
leadership on a vote.This implies that a legislator defying (abstaining
or voting against) the party whip on any issue can lose his
membership of the House. The law applies to both Parliament and
state assemblies.

|
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2. Consider the following statements:

1. Under the anti-defection law, the power to decide the disqualification
of an MP or MLA rests with the Governor of the State.

2. The anti-defection law allows a party to merge with or into another
party provided that at least two-thirds of its legislators are in favour of
the merger.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Under the anti-defection law, the power to decide the disqualification
of an MP or MLA rests with the presiding officer of the legislature.

e The law does not specify a time framein which such a decision has to
be made.

e Last year, the Supreme Court observed that anti-defection cases
should be decided by Speakers in three months’ time.

e However, Legislators may change their party without the risk of
disqualification in certain circumstances. Exceptions:

e The law allows a party to merge with or into another party provided
that at least two-thirds of its legislators are in favour of the merger.

e On being elected as the presiding officer of the House, if a member
voluntarily gives up the membership of his party or rejoins it after he
ceases to hold that office, he won’t be disqualified.

3. Consider the following statements about National Data & Analytics Platform
(NDAP) (NDAP):

1. It was launched by the Central Information Commission (CIC) in
collaboration with different ministries and state governments in India.

2. It aims to democratize access to public government data.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans; (b)
Explanation:

e The National Data & Analytics Platform (NDAP) was launched in 2022
by NITI Aayog in collaboration with different ministries and state
governments in India.

e NDAP aims to democratize access to public government data by
making it accessible, interoperable, interactive, and available on a
user-friendly platform for various stakeholders such as policymakers,
civil servants, university students and researchers, journalists,
innovators, and civil society groups.

e [t has been part of the State Support Mission of NITI Aayog

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/24 /giving-data-its-due-
national-data-and-analytics-platform-ndap/
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4. Consider the following statements regarding the difference in Mohiniyattam
classical dance from Kathakali?

1. The characters in a Kathakali performance are divided into satvika,
rajasika and tamasika types, unlike in Mohiniyattam.

2. The body movement is abrupt and involves sudden jerks in
Mohiniyattam unlike Kathakali.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e The characters in a Kathakali performance are broadly divided into
satvika, rajasika and tamasika types. Satvika characters are noble,
heroic, generous and refined.

e Mohiniyattam is characterized by graceful, swaying body movements
with no abrupt jerks or sudden leaps.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/24 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-24-february-2023/
5. with reference to Sansad Ratna Awards, consider the following statements:

1. They were instituted in 2010, inspired by the teachings of former
President APJ Abdul Kalam, who launched the first edition of the
Award function in Chennai.

2. They seek to recognise and felicitate the top-performing MPs on the
basis of their work in the apex legislative body.

3. The Awards are not given by the Government of India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans; (d)
Explanation: The Sansad Ratna Awards:

e They were instituted in 2010, inspired by the teachings of former
President APJ Abdul Kalam, who launched the first edition of the
Award function in Chennai.

e They seek to recognise and felicitate the top-performing MPs on the
basis of their work in the apex legislative body.

e [ts jury committee comprises eminent Parliamentarians and members
of civil society and was chaired by the MoS, Parliamentary Affairs and

co-chaired by T S Krishnamurthy (Former Chief Election
Commissioner of India).
e The Awards are not given by the Government of India. It is the Prime
Point Foundation which runs the awards show.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /24 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-24-february-2023/
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6. Consider the following statements about Law Commission of India
1. It is neither a statutory nor a constitutional body.
2. It acts as an advisory body to the Ministry of Law and Justice.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e The Ministry of Law and Justice in the Government of India is a
cabinet ministry which deals with the management of the legal affairs,
legislative activities and administration of justice in India.

e It acts as an advisory body to the Law Ministry. The Law Commission
is neither a statutory nor a constitutional body. It is primarily
composed of legal experts

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /24 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-24-february-2023/

7. Consider the following statements about Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana:
1. It is the “world’s largest government funded healthcare program”
targeting more than 50 crore beneficiaries.
2. It provides a cover of up to Rs. 10 lakhs per family per year, for
secondary and tertiary care hospitalization.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)
Explanation:
+Ayushman Bharat- PM Jan Aarogya Yojana and Digital Mission (ABDM) _‘::_

k ) Context: ABDM introduced the Scan and Share (QR-code-
based) service for faster OPD registrations in 2022

About ABPM-JAY
= It is the world’'s largest health assurance scheme
(launched in 2018 by MoHE&FW). It provides medical
insurance of Rs 5 Lakh to over 10 Cr marginalized

families (identified through SECC 2011 data) for E L= R &

secondary and tertiary care hospitalization. g, gl H R
= Centrally sponsored scheme ml] "l—“—l" 7@
= Funding: 60:40 & 20:10 (NE states and three I L *

Himalayan states- J&K, Himachal and Uttarakhand)
* No limit on family size covered or age of members.
= It covers pre-existing diseases
= Implementation by National Health Authority

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM)
= It aims to develop the digital backbone for integrated
digital health infrastructure.
= launched in 2021, it is Central sector scheme
= It contains: ABHA health account numbers; ABHA App:
Health Facility Registry and Unified Health Interface
.,., hman Bha (for patients and health provider interactions)

= Implementation: National Health Authority under
MoHZ&FW.

Digital Mlsslon

Building Digital Health Ecosys

Visit Insights 1AS Dllly cA for
detailed Ne:

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /24 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-24-february-2023/
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8. Consider the following statements about Information Fusion Centre — Indian
Ocean region (IFC-IOR):

1. It is hosted by the Indian Navy and International Maritime
Organization (IMO).

2. It seeks to enhance collaborative maritime safety and security in the
Indian Ocean region.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e It is hosted by the Indian Navy and was established by the
Government of India at Gurugram in 2018.

e It seeks to enhance collaborative maritime safety and security in the
IOR in line with India’s vision of Security and Growth for All in the
Region (SAGAR).

e To enable better correlation, compressed information cycles and
timely inputs, [IFC-IOR also hosts International Liaison Officers (ILOs)
from partner nations.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/24 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-24-february-2023/

9. Consider the following statements regarding Greater one-horned rhinoceros.
1. Greater one-horned rhinoceros is native to the Indian subcontinent.
2. Kaziranga National Park has the highest density of Greater one-
horned rhinos in the world.
3. It is listed as Critically Endangered on the IUCN Red List.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
(@) 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1 and 2 only
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e Greater one-horned rhinoceros, is a rhinoceros species native to the
Indian subcontinent. It is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List.
Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary in Assam has the highest density of
Indian rhinos in the world.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /24 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-24-february-2023/

10.Consider the following statements with reference to Kaziranga National Park
and Tiger Reserve:
1. It is the home of the world’s most one-horned rhinos.
2. It is home to the highest density of tigers in Assam.
3. It is recognized as an Important Bird Area by the International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 only
|
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(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e S1: The sanctuary, which hosts two-thirds of the world’s great one-
horned rhinoceroses, is a World Heritage Site.

e S2: it is home to the highest density of tigers among protected areas
in the world and was declared a Tiger Reserve in 2006 (now the
highest tiger density is in Orang National Park, Assam). Also read

e S3: It is recognized as an Important Bird Area by BirdLife
International.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /24 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-24-february-2023/

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -24th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements regarding the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

1. It is the only international convention which stipulates a framework
for state jurisdiction in maritime spaces.

2. The United Nations has a direct operational role in the
implementation of the Convention.

3. India was the first country to ratify the UNCLOS.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 2 and 3 only

Ans:(a)
Explanation: United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS):

e United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982,
also known asLaw of the Sea divides marine areas into five main
zones namely- Internal Waters, Territorial Sea, Contiguous Zone,
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and the High Seas.

e UNCLOS is the only international convention which stipulates a
framework for state jurisdiction in maritime spaces. It provides a
different legal status to different maritime zones.

e [t provides the backbone for offshore governance by coastal states and
those navigating the oceans. It not only zones coastal states’ offshore
areas but also provides specific guidance for states’ rights and
responsibilities in the five concentric zones.

e India ratified the UNCLOS in 1995

e The United Nations has no direct operational role in the
implementation of the Convention.While the Secretary-General of the
United Nations receives instruments of ratification and accession and
the UN provides support for meetings of states party to the
Convention.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /23 /how-to-save-our-high-seas-

from-overfishing-and-pollution/
[
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2. Consider the following statements about UN High Seas Treaty

1. It is also referred to as the ‘Paris Agreement for the Ocean’.

2. It deals with Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction has been
under discussion for several years.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Also referred to as the Paris Agreement for the Ocean’, the treaty to
deal with Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction has been under
discussion for several years.

e The proposed treaty concerns the ocean existing beyond the Exclusive
Economic Zones that lie from the coast of a country to about 200
nautical miles or 370 km into the sea, till where it has special rights
for exploration. Waters beyond that are known as open seas or high
seas.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /23 /how-to-save-our-high-seas-
from-overfishing-and-pollution/
3. A global initiative popularly known as “target' is often seen in the news.
Which one of the following statements best reflects this initiative?

(a) At least 30% of the planet should be protected by 2030.

(b) At least 30% of the cultivated area should be brought under organic
farming by 2030.

(c) At least 30% of the energy requirements should be met by renewable
sources by 2030.

(d) At least 30% of the people below poverty line should be brought out of
their poverty by 2030.

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e 30x30: It is a global initiative for governments to designate 30% of
Earth's land and ocean area as protected areas by 2030.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/23/india-can-become-a-
biodiversity-champion/
4. Consider the following statements regarding Biodiversity Hotspots.

1. Norman Myers introduced the concept of Biodiversity hotspots.

2. One of the criteria to qualify as Biodiversity Hotspots is, it must
contain at least 15,000 species of endemic vascular plants.

3. Western Himalayas fall under a biological hotspot.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 2 and 3 only

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e The concept of a biodiversity hotspot was put forward by Norman
Myers in 1988.

e The criteria which are necessary for a region to be categorized as a

biodiversity hotspot include:
|
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e Species endemism - it must contain at least 1500 species of vascular
plants, which is more than 0.5 percent of the world’s total plant
population, as endemic species.

e Degree of threat — it must have lost at least 70 percent of its original
habitat due to human interventions.

e Biodiversity hotspots in South Asia

o Eastern Himalaya

o Indo-Burma and Myanmar

o Western Ghats and Sri Lanka
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /23 /india-can-become-a-
biodiversity-champion/

5. Consider the following statements about National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA):

1. It is the apex statutory body for disaster management in India.

2. The Union Home Minister is the ex-officio chairperson and the head of
the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA).

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e The Prime Minister is the ex-officio chairperson and the head of the
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA).

e It is an apex Body of Government of India, with a mandate to lay
down policies for disaster management. NDMA was established
through the Disaster Management Act enacted by the Government of
India on 23 December 2005.

Refer: https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /23 /new-policy-to-help-indian-
communities-displaced-by-annual-river-coastal-erosion-drafted/

6. Right to Privacy is protected as an intrinsic part of Right to Life and Personal
Liberty. Which of the following in the Constitution of India correctly and
appropriately imply the above statement?

(a) Article 14 and the provisions under the 42nd Amendment to the
Constitution

(b) Article 17 and the Directive Principles of state Policy in Part IV.

(c) Article 21 and freedom guaranteed in part III

(d) Article 24 and provisions under the 44th Amendment to the
constitution.

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Privacy is a constitutionally protected right which emerges primarily
from the guarantee of life and personal liberty in Article 21 of the
Constitution. Elements of privacy also arise in varying contexts from
the other facets of freedom and dignity recognized and guaranteed by
the fundamental rights contained in Part III.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/23/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-23-february-2023/
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7. Consider the following statements:

1. The Constitution of India does not define the criteria for recognition of
Scheduled Tribes.

2. The Constitution of India empowers the Parliament of India to specify
the Scheduled Tribes (STs) in various states and union territories.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e S1: The Constitution does not define the criteria for recognition of
Scheduled Tribes.

e However, Article 366(25) of the Constitution only provides process to
define Scheduled Tribes: “Scheduled Tribes means such tribes or
tribal communities or parts of or groups within such tribes or tribal
communities as are deemed under Article 342 to be Scheduled Tribes
for the purposes of this Constitution.”

e Article 342(1): The President may with respect to any State or Union
Territory, and where it is a State, after consultation with the
Governor, by a public notification, specify the tribes or tribal
communities or part of or groups within tribes or tribal communities
as Scheduled Tribe in relation to that State or Union Territory.

e S2: The Constitution empowers the President to specify the Scheduled
Tribes (STs) in various states and union territories. Further, it permits
Parliament to modify this list of notified STs.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/23/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-23-february-2023/
8. Consider the following pairs:
Commonly used / consumed materials and Unwanted or controversial
chemicals likely to be found in them

1. Lipstick Lead

2. Soft drinks Brominated vegetable oils

3. Chinese fast food Monosodium glutamate
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e Statement 1: It is one of the ingredients. www.safecosmetics.org/get-
the-facts/regulations/us-laws/lead-in-lipstick/

e Statement 2: Brominated vegetable oil is used primarily to help
emulsify citrus-flavored soft drinks, preventing them from separating
during distribution.

e Statement 3: This was found in Maggi.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /23 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-23-february-2023/
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9. Consider the following statements about Phosphogypsum:

1. It formed as a by-product of the production of fertilizer from
phosphate rock.

2. It is mainly composed of gypsum.

3. It is a widely used material in the construction industry.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Phosphogypsum (PG) is the calcium sulfate hydrate formed as a by-
product of the production of fertilizer from phosphate rock. It is
mainly composed of gypsum (CaS0O4:2H20).

e Although gypsum is a widely used material in the construction
industry, phosphogypsum is usually not used, but is stored
indefinitely because of its weak radioactivity caused by the presence
of naturally occurring uranium (U) and thorium (Th), and their
daughter isotopes radium (Ra), radon (Rn) and polonium (Po). The
long-range storage of phosphogypsum is controversial.

e Context: National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) and the
Department of Fertilizers, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers are
going to take up field trials on NHAI projects for use of Phosphor-
Gypsum (Phosphogypsum) in National Highway construction to
achieve a circular economy in the use of Gypsum.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /23 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-23-february-2023/

10.Consider the following statements :
1. The Election Commission of India is a five-member body.
2. The Union Ministry of Home Affairs decides the election schedule for
the conduct of both general elections and bye-elections.
3. Election Commission resolves the disputes relating to splits/mergers
of recognized political parties.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(¢) 2 and 3 only
(d) 3 only
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e Statement 1: Presently it is a three member body, one CEC and two
other ECs.
e Statement 2: ECI decides this schedule.
e Statement 3: Splits, mergers and alliances have frequently disrupted
the compositions of political parties.
e This has led to a number of disputes over which section of a divided
party gets to keep the party symbol, and how to classify the resulting
parties in terms of national and state parties.
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e The Election Commission has to resolve these disputes, although its
decisions can be challenged in the courts.
e http://eci.nic.in/eci_mainl /the function.aspx#splitsandmergersf
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/23/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-23-february-2023/

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -25th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements about NIPUN Bharat Mission.

1. The Mission has been launched under the aegis of Samagra Shiksha
Scheme.

2. It focuses on providing access and retaining children in foundational
years of schooling.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e NIPUN Bharat (ensure that every child in the country attains
foundational literacy and numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-
27)

e The mission planned as per the new National Education Policy (NEP)
has been launched under the aegis of the centrally sponsored scheme
of Samagra Shiksha. It will focus on providing access and retaining
children in foundational years of schooling, teacher capacity building;
development of high quality and diversified student and teacher
resources and tracking the progress of each child in achieving
learning outcomes.

e NIPUN Bharat aims to cover the learning needs of children in the age
group of 3 to 9 years.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/25/the-foundational-literacy-
and-numeracy-report/
2. Consider the following statements about ‘Reducing emissions from
deforestation and forest degradation’ (REDD+)

1. It is a mechanism developed by Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

2. The primary objective of REDD is to reduce emissions from
deforestation and forest degradation.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e [t is a mechanism developed by Parties to the United Nations

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
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e The primary objective of REDD is to reduce emissions from

deforestation and forest degradation.
Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/25/cop-28-dubai-must-focus-
on-adaptation-instead-of-mitigation-says-india/
3. With reference to Members of Parliament Local Area Development Scheme,
consider the following statements:

1. The MPLADS is a Plan Scheme fully funded by the Government of
India.

2. The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation has been
responsible for the policy formulation, release of funds and
prescribing monitoring mechanism for implementation of the Scheme.

3. The annual MPLADS fund entitlement per MP constituency is Rs. 5
crore.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e The MPLADS is a Plan Scheme fully funded by the Government of
India.

e The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation has been
responsible for the policy formulation, release of funds and
prescribing monitoring mechanism for implementation of the Scheme.

e The annual MPLADS fund entitlement per MP constituency is Rs. 5
crore

I\\\(H SIAS MPLAD Scheme

.Y.' MoSPI released the Revised Guidelines on MPLADS-2023

About the Scheme LTS
; : responsible
® Objective: MPs to recommend works of developmental nature for for Policy,
the creation of durable community assets based on the local release of
needs. funds and
e Central Sector Scheme (100% union funding); Launched in 1993 monitoring

Spending: Every year, M.P. shall recommend atleast 15% of MPLADS funds for
areas inhabited by S.C. population and 7.5 percent for areas inhabited by S.T.
population

Nature of fund: non-lapsable

Interest accrued on unused fund: Will be compulsorily remitted to the
Consolidated Fund of India (Article 266 (1) )( It cannot be used by MPs)

Recommendation of
Work: Lok Sabha
MPs ( only in their
constituencies);
Rajya Sabha
(anywhere in their

How does MPLADS Work?

/@\_—v%g

District Authorities

Members of Parliament (District Collectors) Ministry of Statistics and state, from which
- recommend works based - sanction eligible works Programme Implementation he/she is chosen);
on local needs of the - uhct_imnhmenting agency (MoSPI) : Central Government Nominated Member
d i y & ble for impl i - formulates MPLADS Policy
- Releases ¥ 5 crore anually, in installments (Anywhere in the
of ¥ 2.5 crore, directly to District Authority country)

- establishes monitoring mechanisms
Completed and Ongoing Citizens can file RTI
rks listed at DA's offil to know about status of
° ndonwwmmpladeaovin  worksand funds  Visit Insights IAS CA Daily for detailed News
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Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/25/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-february-2023/
4. Consider the following statements about National Mobile Monitoring System
(NMMS):
1. It was launched by the Minister of Defence.
2. It gives live updates on border infiltration movements.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e The NMMS App was launched by the Minister of Rural Development
on May 21 2021. This app is aimed at bringing more transparency
and ensuring proper monitoringof the schemes.

e It permits taking real-time attendance of workersat Mahatma Gandhi
NREGA worksites along with a geo-tagged photograph.

e The app helps in increasing citizen oversightof the programme.

e The App is applicable for the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA workersfor all
the States/ Union Territories.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/25/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-february-2023/

S. Consider the following statements about eShram Portal:
1. It is an initiative of NITI Aayog.
2. It is used for enrollment, registration, collection and identification of
the required data of all the unorganized workers.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)
Explanation: About eShram Portal:
e Launched by: Ministry of Labour & Employment
e Objectives:
o To create a National Database of unorganized /migrant workers
and to provide them with a Universal Account Number (UAN).
o To extend the benefits of social security and welfare schemes to
unorganized workers especially migrant workers, and to
identify workers who are deprived of the various benefits of the
welfare schemes of the Central and /or State Government due
to lack of awareness or otherwise.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /25 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-february-2023/
6. Consider the following statements about International Civil Aviation
Organization:
1. It is a specialized agency of the United Nations.
2. It has 193 state parties including all UN members.
|
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3. India is a founding member of ICAO.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e The International Civil Aviation Organization (est. 1944, HQ:
Montreal, Canada) is a specialized agency of the United Nations
(linked to ECOSOC) that coordinates the principles and techniques of
international air navigation and fosters the planning and development
of international air transport to ensure safe and orderly growth.

o It has 193 state parties including all UN members except
Liechtenstein.
o Chicago Convention led to the creation of ICAO.
o India is a founding member of ICAO.
o It is not a global regulator, its standards never supersede the
primacy of national regulatory requirements.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/25/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-february-2023/

7. Consider the following statements about Indian Renewable Energy
Development Agency Limited:
1. It is a Public Limited Government Company established as a Non-
Banking Financial Institution.
2. It is administratively controlled by the Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy (MNRE).
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (c)
Explanation:
e Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA) is a
Mini Ratna (Category — I) Government of India Enterprise under the
administrative control of Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
(MNRE). IREDA is a Public Limited Government Company established
as a Non-Banking Financial Institution in 1987 engaged in promoting,
developing and extending financial assistance for setting up projects
relating to new and renewable sources of energy and energy
efficiency/conservation with the motto: “ENERGY FOR EVER”.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/25/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-february-2023/

8. It is a sweet-tasting perennial shrub that has been used as medicine in
Ayurveda (known in Ayurveda as ‘Yashtimadhu’) for rejuvenation. It is
(a) Lovage
(b) Stevia
(c) Mulethi
|
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(d) Elderberry
Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Mulethi is a sweet-tasting perennial shrub (roots have a sweet taste
due to the presence of glycyrrhizin, which is 50 times sweeter than
sucrose) that has been used as medicine in Ayurveda (known in
Ayurveda as ‘Yashtimadhu’) for rejuvenation.

e It thrives in a dry and sunny climateand is cultivated in subtropical
and warm temperate regions.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/25/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-february-2023/

9. Consider the following statements about the Council of Scientific &
Industrial Research:

1. It comes under the Ministry of Science and Technology.

2. Its President is the Prime Minister of India.

3. It developed first Indian tractor Swaraj in 1967 completely based on
indigenous know-how.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e CSIR (est. by the Government of India in 1942) is an autonomous
body that has emerged as the largest research and development
organisation in India. CSIR is also among the world’s largest publicly
funded R&D organisations.

o It comes under the Ministry of Science and Technology.

o Its President is the PM of India

o Its founder: Arcot Ramasamy Mudaliar and Shanti Swaroop
Bhatnagar

e Developed first Indian tractor Swaraj in 1967 completely based on
indigenous know-how.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/25/mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-february-2023/

10.With reference to marine biodiversity in India, what is special about
“zebrafish”, sometimes seen in the news?
(a) It is an arboreal fish that is only active during its breeding season,
which lasts only a few weeks.
(b) It has the ability to locate the precise location by comparing the
magnetic fields of several locations.
(c) It has one of the quickest known fish development rates.
(d) It has the unique ability to repair heart muscle.
Ans: (d)
Explanation:
e Zebrafish — a tiny freshwater fish barely 2-3 cm long can efficiently
regenerate its damaged heart within a short time period. Found in
South Asia, it is a popular aquarium fish, frequently sold under the
trade name Danio.
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e Zebrafish is a small (2-3 cm long) freshwater fish found in the tropical

and subtropical regions. The fish is native to South Asia’s Indo-
Gangetic plains, where they are mostly found in the paddy fields and
even in stagnant water and streams. The fish become adults at three
months and survive 2-3 years in a laboratory condition. This fish’s
unique characteristics lie in its transparency during its embryonic
stages, allowing observing all organs, including beating heart and
blood circulation.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/25/mission-

2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-25-february-2023/

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -27th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements about Mission Shakti:

1. It is a scheme of the Ministry of Home Affairs.

2. It aimed at strengthening interventions for women safety, security and
empowerment.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e It is an integrated-umbrella scheme of MWCD aimed at strengthening
interventions for women safety, security and empowerment during the
15th Finance Commission period 2021-22 to 2025-26.

Refer: https:/ /www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02 /27 /supreme-court-intrigued-
by-the-lack-of-protection-officers-for-domestic-violence-cases/
2. Consider the following statements about Unying Festival:
1. It is a hunting festival followed by the Adi tribesmen.
2. It is the first festival of the Adi 'new year'.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Union Minister of Ports, Shipping & Waterways and Ayush attended
the colourful Siang Unying Festival — which is an important festival of
the Adi community at Boleng , Arunachal Pradesh.

e Unying is a spring festival marking the beginning of the spring season
and the new year of the Adi community

e Adi community:

o Origin: Southern china in the 16th century.

o Inhabitation: lower part of the Lower Dibang Valley district,
especially the Roing and Dambuk areas of Arunachal Pradesh.

o Occupation: Dependent on agriculture — wet rice cultivation

and shifting cultivation.
-
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o Experts in making cane and bamboo items.

o Other Festivals: Solung(a harvesting festival where animal
sacrifices and rituals are performed) and Aran ( a hunting
festival where all the male members of the family go hunting)
are two major festivals of the Adi tribes.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /27 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-27-february-2023/

3. With reference to solar water pumps, consider the following statements:

1. Solar power can be used for running surface pumps and not for
submersible pumps.

2. Solar power can be used for running centrifugal pumps and not the
ones with piston.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e They can be used to run them all. The most common pump
mechanics in Solar power pumps used are centrifugal pumps,
multistage pumps, borehole pumps, and helical pumps.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /27 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-27-february-2023/

4. In the context of which of the following do some scientists suggest the use of
cirrus cloud thinning technique and the injection of sulphate aerosol into
stratosphere?

(a) Creating the artificial rains in some regions

(b) Reducing the frequency and intensity of tropical cyclones

(c) Reducing the adverse effects of solar wind on the Earth

(d) Reducing the global warming

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e The ability of stratospheric sulfate aerosols to create a global dimming
effect has made them a possible candidate for use in solar radiation
management climate engineering projects to limit the effect and
impact of climate change due to rising levels of greenhouse gases.
Delivery of precursor sulfide gases such as sulfuric acid, hydrogen
sulfide (H2S) or sulfur dioxide (SO2) by artillery, aircraft and balloons
has been proposed.

e Cirrus cloud thinning is a proposed form of climate engineering.
Cirrus clouds are high cold ice that, like other clouds, both reflect
sunlight and absorb warming infrared radiation. However, they differ
from other types of clouds in that, on average, infrared absorption
outweighs sunlight reflection, resulting in a net warming effect on the
climate. Therefore, thinning or removing these clouds would reduce
their heat trapping capacity, resulting in a cooling effect on Earth’s
climate.

e See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cirrus_cloud_thinning and
https:/ /en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stratospheric_aerosol_injection

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /27 /mission-

2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-27-february-2023/
]
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S. Which of the following are the Geoengineering techniques designed to tackle
the effects of climate change?

1. Artificial trees that pull the CO2 from the atmosphere using plastic
polymers.

2. Adding large quantities of lime to the Ocean water to increase the
amount of CO2 absorption by the oceans.

3. Using unmanned ships to increase above-ocean cloud cover by
spraying sea water into the air.

4. Floating thousands of tiny mirrors in space between Earth and the
sun.

Select the correct answer code:

(@) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only

(d) 1,2,3 and 4

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Geoengineering schemes are projects designed to tackle the effects of
climate change directly, usually by removing CO2 from the air or
limiting the amount of sunlight reaching the planet’s surface.

e The first category of scheme — those designed to remove CO2 from the
air — include machines (sometimes called “artificial trees”) that pull
the gas from the atmosphere using plastic polymers. Other proposals
seek to increase the amount of CO2 absorbed by the oceans — for
example by adding large quantities of lime to the water.

e In the second category — schemes designed to reduce the amount of
sunlight reaching Earth — proposals include firing sulphate aerosols
into the stratosphere to reflect sunlight back to space; using
unmanned ships to increase above-ocean cloud cover by spraying sea
water into the air; painting the world’s roofs white to increase
reflectivity; and even floating thousands of tiny mirrors in space
between Earth and the sun.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/27 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-27-february-2023/
6. Consider the following statements about World Sustainable Development
Summit (WSDS):

1. It is the annual flagship event of UNEP.

2. It is the only Summit on global issues, taking place in the developing
world.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Explanation: About the World Sustainable Development Summit:

e [t is the annual flagship event of The Energy and Resources
Institute (TERI).

e [t is the sole Summit on global issues taking place in the developing
world.

e [t provides a platform for global leaders and practitioners to discuss

and deliberate over climatic issues of universal importance.
|
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e [t strives to provide long-term solutions for the benefit of the global
community by assembling the world’s most enlightened leaders and
thinkers on a single platform.

e [t is continuing the legacy of Delhi Sustainable Development Summit
(DSDS) which was initiated in 2001 with the aim of making
‘sustainable development’ a globally shared goal.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /27 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-27-february-2023/

7. Consider the following statements about Central Drugs Control Standard
Organisation (CDSCO):
1. It is the Central Drug Authority for discharging functions assigned to
the Central Government under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act.
2. It is headed by a full-time Chief Executive Officer (CEO) supported by
Deputy CEO and Executive Directors.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (a)
Explanation: About CDSCO
e CDSCO (under MoHFW) is India’s national regulatory body for
cosmetics, pharmaceuticals and medical devices. It regulates the
quality, safety, and efficacy of drugs including vaccines under the New
Drugs and Clinical Trials Rules 2019, and the Drugs and Cosmetics
Act, 1940.
e CDSCO is headed by the Drug controller general of India (DCGI).
DCGI acts as an appellate authority if there is any dispute with
respect to drug quality.
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /27 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-27-february-2023/
8. Bisphenol a (BPA), a cause of concern, is a structural/key component in the
manufacture of which of the following kinds of plastics?
(a) Low-density polyethylene
(b) Polycarbonate
(c) Polyethylene terephthalate
(d) Polyvinyl chloride
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Bisphenol A (BPA) is a chemical used to make polycarbonate plastic.
e Context: Bisphenol A (BPA) can significantly shorten the breeding
time of southern house mosquitoes (Culex quinquefasciatus) and
thereby aid in its quick multiplication
Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /27 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-27-february-2023/

9. Consider the following statements about Bor Thekera (Garcinia
pedunculata):
1. It is an evergreen tree endemic to South Eastern Asia.
2. Traditionally it is forbidden for raw consumption.
3. It is a rich source of antioxidants
|
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Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

() 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e Jtis an evergreen tree endemic to South Eastern Asia.

e Traditionally it is forbidden for raw consumption. Sun-dried slices of
ripe fruit are used for preparing delicacies like “tenga diya masor jol”
(sour fish curry)

e It has therapeutic properties like anti-inflammatory, antibacterial,
antidiabetic, hypolipidemic, nephroprotective, and even
neuroprotective activity.

e It is also a rich source of antioxidants

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /27 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-27-february-2023/

10. Consider the following in respect of Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS):
1. Inaugural IONS was held in India in 2015 under the chairmanship of
the Indian Navy.
2. IONS is a voluntary initiative that seeks to increase maritime co-
operation among navies of the littoral states of the Indian Ocean
Region.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)
Explanation:
e Statement 1: The inaugural IONS-2008 was held in New Delhi, India.
CNS, Indian Navy was designated the Chairman IONS for the period
2008-10.
e Statement 2: It is correct http://ions.gov.in/about_ions
Refer: UPSC CSE 2017

RTM- REVISION THROUGH MCQS -28th-Feb-2023

1. Consider the following statements.

1. Earth’s uppermost layer is the crust, which is the thinnest of all the
layers.

2. Continental crust is less dense than oceanic crust as the latter is
made of basaltic rocks.

3. The innermost core of Earth is made only of molten iron.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 2 and 3 only
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Ans: (b)
Explanation:

e Just like an onion, Earth is made up of several concentric layers with
one inside another. Earth’s uppermost layer is the crust, which is the
thinnest of all the layers. On the continental masses, it is about 35
km and on the ocean floors only Skm.

e Silica and alumina are the main minerals that constitute the
continental mass, and are called sial (si, silica; al, alumina). Silica
and magnesium are the main minerals that constitute the oceanic
crust, and are called sima (si, silica; ma, magnesium).

e Continental crust is less denser than ocean crust as the latter is made
of basaltic rocks.

e Core constitutes the innermost layer. Its radius is about 3500 km.
Nickel and iron constitute the core, and it is called nife (ni, nickel; fe,
ferrous, i.e. iron). The temperature and pressure at the central core
are very high. It is the molten iron in core which gave rise to magnetic
field of Earth.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/28 /scientists-unlock-secrets-of-
earths-wickedly-hot-innermost-realm/

2. Which of the following rights of the communities who inhabit forests is
recognised by the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act 2006 (FRA)?

1. Title rights

2. Use rights

3. Relief and development rights

4. Forest management rights

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1, 3 and 4 only

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only

(d) 1,2,3 and 4

Ans: (d)
Explanation: Rights under the Act:

e Title rights — i.e. ownership - to land that is being farmed by tribals or
forest dwellers as on 13 December 2005, subject to a maximum of 4
hectares; ownership is only for land that is actually being cultivated
by the concerned family as on that date, meaning that no new lands
are granted.

e Use rights — to minor forest produce (also including ownership), to
grazing areas, to pastoralist routes, etc.

e Relief and development rights — to rehabilitation in case of illegal
eviction or forced displacement; and to basic amenities, subject to
restrictions for forest protection.

e Forest management rights — to protect forests and wildlife.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/28/ifr-review-states-do-
dubious-paperwork-cite-baseless-reasons-for-refusing-forest-rights-to-tribals/

3. Consider the following statements regarding ‘Extended producer
responsibility’ (EPR).

1. India first introduced EPR to manage Plastic waste and later extended
to electronic-waste.
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2. EPR puts the financial and/or physical onus on manufacturers for
the treatment, recycling and disposal of products after a consumer
has used and disposed of them.

3. The Plastic Waste Management Rules 2016 (PWMR) made importers of
plastic that use plastic for packaging accountable for managing the
end waste.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e Extended producer responsibility (EPR) puts the financial and/or
physical onus on manufacturers—-meaning plastic producers,
importers and brand-owners—for the treatment, recycling, reuse or
disposal of products after a consumer has used and disposed of them.

e India first introduced EPR to manage electronic-waste in 2012. It
extended EPR to plastic manufacturers after the Plastic Waste
Management Rules 2016 (PWMR) were notified in 2016. The PWMR
made producers and importers of plastic as well as brand owners that
use plastic for packaging accountable for managing the end waste.

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com /2023 /02/28 /unpacking-the-new-set-of-
e-waste-rules/

4. As per the Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules, 2021, which of the
following single-use plastics has/have been prohibited from manufacturing,
import, stocking, distribution, sale and use in India?

1. plastic flags

2. candy sticks

3. cigarette packets

4. wrapping films around sweet boxes

Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 4 only

(c) 1,2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2,3 and 4

Ans: (d)
Explanation:

e The manufacture, import, stocking, distribution, sale and use of
following singleuse plastic, including polystyrene and expanded
polystyrene, commodities shall be prohibited with effect from the 1st
July, 2022:- o ear buds with plastic sticks, plastic sticks for balloons,
plastic flags, candy sticks, ice-cream sticks, polystyrene [Thermocol]
for decoration; o plates, cups, glasses, cutlery such as forks, spoons,
knives, straw, trays, wrapping or packing films around sweet boxes,
invitation cards, and cigarette packets, plastic or PVC banners less
than 100 micron, stirrers

Refer: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/28 /unpacking-the-new-set-of-
e-waste-rules/

5. Which of the following pairs is/are correctly matched?

1. Sursingar: Stringed instrument
|
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2. Mandolin: Folk dance of Tamil Nadu
3. Karakattam: Percussion musical instrument
Select the correct answer using the code below:

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 2 only

(d) 1,2 and 3

Ans: (a)
Explanation:

e Sursingar: Stringed musical instrument -similar to the sarod, but
which is older and produces deeper notes. made of wood and has a
gourd attached to a hollow wooden handle with a metal fingerboard.
The strings, usually four in number made of brass or bronze, are
plucked with a metal pick.

e Mandolin: Stringed instrument, usually with eight strings that are
plucked with a pick.

e Karakattam: Ancient folk dance of Tamil Nadu in which performers in
colourful saris dance with a pot (karakam) on their head to invoke
Mariamman, the goddess of the rain.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /28 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-28-february-2023/
6. Consider the following statements about Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav:

1. It is an annual flagship festival of the Ministry of Culture.

2. It provides an effective platform to the artists and artisans to support
their livelihood.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (c)
Explanation: About the festival:

e It is an annual flagship festival of the Ministry of Culture

e Organized in different states of India to promote National Unity and
integrity through cultural exchange

e provides an effective platform to the artists and artisans to support
their livelihood.

e Started in 2015 to exhibit the rich cultural heritage of the country

e Participation: All the seven zonal Cultural Centres and academies
under the Ministry of Culture

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /28 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-28-february-2023/

7. Consider the following statements:

1. Wheat is the main cereal crop in India.
2. India is the second largest producer of wheat after Russia.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)

|

Telegram: https://t.me/insightslIAStips

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA 121

w


https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/28/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-28-february-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/28/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-28-february-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/28/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-28-february-2023/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02/28/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-28-february-2023/

Revision Through MCQs (RTM) Compilation (February- 2023)

Explanation:

". Wheat

A\

Context: Early arrival of summer this year in India are threatening
the growth of crops like wheat, vegetables, and pulses

About Wheat:

* Second most important cereal crop in
India after rice and staple food crop, L
in north and north-western part of the H;
country.

* Temperature: It is a rabi crop that
requires a cool growing season (10-
15°C (Sowing time) and 21-26°C
(Ripening & Harvesting)) with bright

sunlight.
« Rainfall: Around 75-100 cm. Top Wheat Producing »
* Soil Type: Well-drained fertile loamy Sea States: Uttar Pradesh >

and clayey loamy (Ganga-Satluj plains

(  Punjab>
and black soil region of the Deccan).

/ Haryana>Madhya
Pradesh > Rajasthan>
Bihar>Gujarat

India is the second largest producer of wheat (after China) with a share of
around 13.5% of world total production, however India accounts for even less
than 1% in world wheat export. Russia is the world's largest exporter of
wheat.
[ ) Visit Insights IAS CA Daily for detailed News

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /28 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-28-february-2023/

8. 'Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter Array (ALMA)' is located in which
country?

(a) South Korea

(b) Taiwan

(c) Chile

(d) China

Ans; (c)
Explanation:

e The Atacama Large Millimetre/submillimetre Array (ALMA) — a radio
telescope comprising 66 antennas— is set to get software and
hardware upgrades that will help it collect much more data and
produce sharper images than ever before.

e ALMA is operated under a partnership among the United States, 16
countries in Europe, Canada, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, and Chile

e What is ALMA?

o ALMA is a state-of-the-art telescope that studies celestial
objects at millimetre and submillimetre wavelengths — they
can penetrate through dust clouds and help astronomers
examine dim and distant galaxies and stars out there. It also
has extraordinary sensitivity, which allows it to detect even
extremely faint radio signals.

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /28 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-28-february-2023/
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9. Consider the following statements about The Financial Action Task Force
(FATF):
1. It is an international watchdog for financial crimes such as money
laundering and terror financing.
2. It was established at the G20 Summit of 1989 in Paris.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)
Explanation:
M(‘: ! Financial Action Task Force FATE
-
'

Context: FATF suspends Russia's membership over Ukraine war
About FATF

FATF (est. in 1989 on the initiative of G7, HQ: OECD

headquarters in Paris) is an intergovernmental } {

organisation to develop policies to combat money )

laundering, combat terrorism financing and counter the

financing of proliferation of Weapons of Mass

Destruction (WMD).

» It sets Global anti-money laundering (AML) and

Counter-terrorist financing (CFT) standards.

Black List : e.g. Myanmar along with Iran and North

It is issued to list countries which are found to be
hon-cooparativelin] el global fightiagainstimonay! | IR

laundering and terroris t financin a.

Grey List : e.g. UAE, Nigeria, Turkey, Jordan, South Africa

It serves as a warning for countries to be compliant 5 0 50 gther nations are in Grey List

to the directions else face risk of blacklisting.

FATF is a 39-
member body.
India became a
full member of

FATF in 2010

[ é [
The countries on Grey/Black list face: Q‘ r_’j
= Economic sanctions e.g. from IMF, World
Bank, ADB etc. FATF Plenary is the decision
= Issues in getting credit/loans making body of the FATF. It
= Sanctions on international trade meets three times per year—
= International boycott in February, June and
[ ] Visit Insights IAS CA Daily for detailed News October

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /28 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-28-february-2023/
10.In India, ‘extended producer responsibility’ was introduced as an important
feature in which of the following?

(a) The Bio-medical Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 1998

(b) The Recycled plastic (Manufacturing and Usage) Rules, 1999

(¢) The e-Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 2011

(d) The Food Safety and Standard Regulations, 2011

Ans: (c)
Explanation:

e The e-Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 2011 recognises
producers’ liability for recycling and reducing e-waste in the country.

e Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) is a policy approach under
which producers are given a significant responsibility — financial
and/or physical — for the treatment or disposal of post-consumer
products.

e The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) has been given the
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) authorisation under the new
e-waste rules

Refer: facts for prelims: https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/02 /28 /mission-
2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-28-february-2023/
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