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Director’'s Desk

Dear Students,

At InsightsIAS, we passionately dedicate ourselves not only to impart the best training to civil service
aspirants in the country but also to produce the finest officers for this nation. We are haveconstantly
introduced innovations into our programmes to meet the standard and demands of thecivil service
exams.

Our PSIR optional classes and test series (Online and offline) conducted by our renowned facultyMr.
Nikhil K Gowda has given quality guidance to many aspirants over past two years. To furtherprovide
quality content to PSIR students we are starting a new initiative News2Notes monthly Magazine to
provide best quality content for PSIR optional. I would also take this opportunity tothank Karthik,
Harindra Gowda and Madhurima who have contributed in bringing out this content.

News2Notes initiative will give you the necessary quality content, current examples and important
quotes which can be readily used in exams and would help in maximizing your PSIR optional marks,
we hope all of you would benefit from this initiative.

Being India’s topmost website for IAS aspirants (with1.5 lakh unique daily visitors). We have a team
that works round the clock to provide you the best possible resources to succeed in the UPSCcivil service

exam. If you make use of what we offer to you, you will taste success sooner than allyour competitors.
For this tough exam we have the right guidance and resources ready for you.

Best Regards,

VINAY KUMAR G B



Testimony by Netra Meti -AIR 326

“Nikhil Sir is the perfect choice for PSIR preparation. Sir has vast Rnowledge in
the subject and experience in exams, which he never hesitates to share with
students. He approaches every topic with clarity and is always open to discussions
which help in building content. Sir has mentored many students and his mains
answer writing review both GS and PSIR are really helpful. He gives tailor made
comments to improve on one’s weak points in answer writing. He is humble and
very approachable, and clarifies your any doubt regarding prelims mains or
interview. So yes go forit.”




Akshat Aayush -AIR 106

3 - A

InsightsIAS PSIR Test series student

Insights PSIR test series by Nikhil Gowda Sir helped me
a great deal in improving the structure and content of my
answer. The questions were diverse, including elements of
theory interlinked with current affairs. NikRhil Sir also
gave detailed explanations of areas where I could
improve.

Best wishes to aspirants.




Garima -AIR 220 CSE-21

join any test series. I had prepared

structures for almost 95% PYQs and as
expected, almost 90% questions got
repeated. For content, I did Shubhra Ranjan
ma’am’s notes and plugged gaps from
Arvind Shah (AIR 123, CSE 2020) Sir’s notes
(they are available on his website). In my

fourth attempt, I had joined Nikhil Gowda

(of Insights IAS) Sir’s test series. Sir’s

feedback and how to structure answers

were also very helpful while writing

answers.



Testimonials by students

aminute ago = NEW | am a regular insta batch student of
Hello! 2022 Bangalore branch.The basic and
| joined InsightslAS back in August 2021. It was great analytical skill building in every subjects are
being part of it. Best part about InsightslAS is Vinay Sir, very much useful for both beginners and
the Faculties (Nikhil Gowda Sir, Manjunath Sir, Sailesh
Sir) and the Mentorship Program.

repeaters because of the dedicated staffs of

the academy.you can approach any staff of

the academy anytime without hesitation

My optional subject is PSIR. | personally would like to )
thank NIKHIL GOWDA sir for making PSIR subject ere Is < appointment if the
seem easy for students like me who are from staff is notin any ses they will help
engineering/gcience background. He's well versed with you And i have took psir O{’)[I()Hd' from

the subject and provides conceptual clarity. | would Mr.Nikhil gowda sir he is currently one of the
never regret 'not' taking ShubraRanjan classes. In fact best teacher's for psir optional in India who
many of my friends who have taken classes at SR have
come to Nikhil Sir for his personal guidance. I've
improved my answer writing because of his key inputs.
He's been my mentor for the past 2 years. He's humble
and friendly to interact with.

will say your real position and will guide for

e with fulles

idents. Tt

the academy Vinay sir is n to all with
humble behavior and genuine to all. More over
Also | would like to thank Sailesh Bhupalam sir i am from neighbouring tes came to
(Epitome of Humbleness) for helping me with Bangalore for insights but there is no partiality
Economics and Mains preparation. He has vast with the teachers and they take everyone alike
knowledge in both economy and polity. He makes

and if we are ready to work hard then insights
Indian economy easy for science students.

is the best destination for civil services

Also InsightsIAS s the best infrastructirslil preparation.They are service minded more

2 minutes ago NEW

Political science is a dynamic subject, effortlessly
drives the attention of the UPSC aspirants. And more
essence to the subject is been given by an outstanding
teacher like Nikhil sir , who not only provide conceptual
clarity ,along with that there is a constant effort made
to connect the topic to real world political climate . And
creates great passion and interest towards the subject
which enables student to clear the exam . Sir being a
UPSC aspirant himself have clear cut knowledge and
edge on the subject what to read “How to read, How
much to read and how to apply “.

being a student and class mate of Nikhil sir in National
law school of India university, | would give 5 star rating
for his teaching abilities .

B <




Test series student interview transcript
Name Homosapien
Date -22/2/23

Keywords - Rajasthan, NIT Bhopal, web series, reading self-help books,
PSIR , Electrical engineering

Smitha nagraj board
Chairman

Why don't u just read books, web series gives a biased and narrow
perspective?

Differentiate between movie and web series?

Which part of your personality you want to improve?
M1

U read books, name the book u read on IR

Don't u consider Brahma chellany as hypo realist or hawk?
Why u read his books?

Is India really have any foreign policy on Pakistan
M2

RRR dekhi h ( nahi dekhi )

Pathan ha

Tum MP se ho kya controversy h

Kyu esi actor k sath Aisa hota h

My name is Khan me bhi esi k sath kyu ho rha tha
Movie is hit, don't u think as a society we are wrong
M3

U r from Delhi why low voting in Delhi

Okkey u are from Rajasthan steps govt has taken to tackle solar e waste



2 priorities of u to popularise EV

Koi element Mila kya h , kaha Mila , lithium me kya special h

Don't u think we are late for Lithium, future me kya soch rhe h
Sodium ion battery ka kya jhol h

Gf / wife h , how u tackle loneliness in your long journey of preparation
M4

Who is jon mearsheimer

Which big IR event is going to happen?

Next day which summit is happening?

What the agenda

Why despite will of West and East, we are not able to resolve debt crises
Which international mechanism to resolve debt crises

Are self-help books really part of literature?

Board - theek tha sajjan log lag rhe the , aaram se answer complete karne
de rahe the

Utility of mocks - Dena chahiye, some repeatitive questions and framing
of answers .

Note - mask utarne ko nhi bola, no intro , no. why IAS



QUESTIONS REFELECTED IN MAINS 2022
FROM PSIR TEST SERIES
Many of these topic are covered in News2Notes Magazine.

Duration: 3 Hours Tof arks: 250
Answer the ing as per the instr
Answer the following in about 150 words =50)

1. (a) History and culture as a determinant of Indian Foreign policy
1. (b) China as Hydro hegemon. Analyze
1. (c) Discuss the impact of domestic Politics on so lations

L. @

L () pli of evolving dy
security in the region. Elucidate

Discuss the probability of India getting

2. (@ (20 Marks)

2. (15 Marks)
2.

(15 Marks)
3 (a) Discuss I o-pacific region and challenges associated with it

(20 Marks)
o ifferences might just be what makes this unlikely partnership

(15 Marks)
x 9 act of Abraham accord on India’s interest in West Asian geopolitics.

(15 Marks)
4. jef challenge in Indo-US Relations is the mismatch between India’s self

‘ption and America’s strategic view of India. Explain (20 Marks)

4. (b) Indo-Israel Relations has evolved to state of being Natural allies. Examine(15 Marks)
4. (c¢) Do you think with changing dynamics in Indo-pacific region, India’s relations with

Russia is losing relevance. Justify your stand with suitable examples (15 Marks)

www.instacourses.insightsonindia.com

" INSIGHTTSIAS

India’s Look east Act East policy has both Internal as well as external dimension
part of India’s National Interest. (20 Marks)

(15 Marks)

www.insightsonindia.com

NAM. C

India needs to Rei and r

5. (b

Discuss the elements of Change in India foreign policy since the end of Cold war Era
(15 Marks)

5. (9

~—

All Questions are compulsory and answer within the mentioned w

1.  Comment on the following in 150 words each
a)  India’s aspirations for a permanent seat in UN security coun

Indi on of a New world order

¢) India’s opposition NPT is based both of realism

d) New developments in Afghanistan and its i
Interest

e) India and Israel are Natural allies

at makes this unlikely partnership
(20 Marks)

2. (a) Japan and India's differences
effective. Discuss

2. (b) The Main issues in Indo-US rel smatch between India’s self-perceptions

(15 Marks)

oser relations is the reason for recent border
. Comment (15 Marks)

2. (c) Growing asymmetl

skirmishes beWeen

www.insightsonindia.com www.instacourses.insightsonindia.com

Answer any 5, 1 and 5 are y and at least 1 question has te answered
from both sections
SECTION-A
1. Comment on the following in 150 words ( 0=50)
a)  Traditional Legal instituti h as a political approach

b)  Rise of right-wing politics across the globe

c¢) D y and are A
d)  How does functioning of pressure grouj

e)  Geo-economics is gaining promine]

2. a) Discuss the idea of Nuclear to whit extent would you attribute it for
bringing global peace (20 Marks)
b) Discuss the impact ioning of United Nations (15 Marks)

riminal Court (ICC) in addressing the issues of war

crimes (15 Marks)

3 justice has become an urgent global concern today(20 Marks)
address the new security challenges that have emerged in 21*

(15 Marks)

levance of Marxist approach in context of Globalization (15 Marks)

4. tional Politics, like all politics is struggle for power do you agree (20 Marks)

b) ss the Dynamics of US-Sino rivalry in the Indo-pacific region (15 Marks)

hall of New social

s in De ping societies (15 MurE;)

www.instacourses.insightsonindia.com
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SECTION- B
5. Comment on the following in 150 words (10x5= 50)
a)  Domestic socio-economic basis for India pursing NAM
b) CAATSA and its implications on Indo-US relations
¢)  Has India’s support to creation of Palestine state has weakened over giine
d)  India as net security Provider
e)  Role of think tanks in making of Indian foreign policy
6. a) Examine the goals of India’s Neighborhood First Policy(and to Xi t has
achieved its objectives (20 Marks)
b) What India needs today is not non-alignment bul borate (15 Marks)
¢) India’s biggest strategic challenge today is jort with China and dealing
with the consequences of rise of China (15 Marks)
7. a) Discuss India’s interest in west Asidand enumerate ',hc challenges it faces inrl!]evrrcgi'on
TEST-10 (Short Test)

ration: 1 Hour Total Marks: 100

All Questions are compulsory and answer within the mentioned wo it

Comment on the following_in 150.words each =
) (HowaRising China has remade Global politics
b) S S trdv 103

pa S IS O O ord ot
:)  Hegemonic Stability Theory
d) Relevance of NAM
2) India’s Permanent membership to UN Security couni
dream P

arks)

(b) ilure. i (15 Marks)
©) (15 Marks)




About Faculty

NIKHIL K GOWDA is doing his Masters of Public Policy (2019-2021) from National law
School India University (NLSIU) Bengaluru.

Interned as a Political consultant to various parties in Karnataka
Co-ordinated with Ballari District administration with respect to study of
utilization of DMF in mining affected regions

Interned with Sakhi Trust in Hospet on Gender workshop

Has written article on India’s No First use policy Published in Lokniti &
Organizer

Currently Researching on Impact of India’s Neighborhood First policy as part
of his Dissertation

Has written 4 Mains, 2IFS Mains, given 2 UPSC Interviews

Has been guiding students with respect UPSC preparation from past 4 years,
his area of expertize are PSIR optional, Polity, IR, and Modern India.
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PAPER- I-B: Indian Government and Politics
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The Jain religion and the right to die by Santhara

Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Fundamental rights

Context: Supreme Court stayed the Rajasthan High Court order that had compared Santhara,
the Jain ritual of fasting unto death, with suicide and made it an offence punishable under
the IPC.

In 2006, Jaipur-based lawyer Nikhil Soni filed a public interest litigation and sought directions
under Article 226 to the central and state governments to treat Santhara, the fast unto death
practiced by Swetambara Jains (Digambars call it Sallekhana), as illegal and punishable under
the laws of the land.

Arguments in against Santhara

Prosecution argued it calling it suicide and, therefore, a criminal act, it also sought
prosecution of those supporting the practice for abetment to suicide.

It argued that death by Santhara was not a fundamental right under Article 25
(freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of religion),
because it violated the right to life guaranteed under Article 21.

It argued that religious freedom is subject to public order, morality and health.

It also alleged that it’'s a social evil, and old people are made to undertake
Santhara/Sallekana by family members who don’t want to look after them for a variety
of reasons.

The petition in the High Court compared the practice with that of Sati.

Arguments in favor of Santhara

Representatives for the community argued that Santhara/Sallekhana is an ancient
religious practice aimed at self-purification.

To many Jains, death by Santhara/Sallekhana is an act of supreme renunciation and
great piety, which only the most spiritually pure undertake.

The vow of Santhara/Sallekhana is taken when all purposes of life have been served,
or when the body is unable to serve any purpose of life.

It is not the giving up of life, but taking death in their stride.

Religious communities are frequently touchy about intervention in their religious
practice

What did the court say in its order?

The Bench said that it was not established that Santhara or Sallekhana is an essential
practice of the Jain religion.

NIKHIL K GOWDA InsightslAS PSIR Faculty 3
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e Jain scriptures or texts don’t say that moksha (salvation) can be achieved only by
Santhara/Sallekhana.

e According to the judges, it was one thing to argue that Santhara is not suicide, and

guite another to say that it is a permissible religious practice protected by Articles 25
and 26.

e The court asked the state to stop the practice in any form, and directed that any
complaint made in this regard be registered as a criminal offence in accordance with
Section 309 (attempted suicide) or Section 306 (abetment to suicide) of the IPC.

Similarly other religious practices like Bal Diksha, the controversial practice in which children
as young as 8 years take diksha to become ‘Bal Munis’, naked Digambar monk for obscenity,
ban on open defecation have faced legal challenges.

Clipped from: https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/the-jain-religion-and-the-right-
to-die-by-santhara/lite/

NIKHIL K GOWDA InsightslAS PSIR Faculty 4
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The SC on sealed cover jurisprudence

The “routine” handing (ver of sealed covers in court by the state, the contents of which are unknown to the other parties often fighting for life, freedosn

Supreme Court sealed cover jurisprudence

Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Judiciary

Polity Current Affairs 2023

% e g \SIGHTSIAS

In relation to the creation of a

is eruding public confidence in the open court’ principke of justice dminisration prospective committee to

LEFTIR & SPIRIT

The pecianers are unable 1o defend them
selves, oot knowing what they are sup-

nd against. Passing oo mate-

rials in a sealed cover 1 the court compels

Judges t acoepe the state’s version, that

oo, i cases in which the government’s

marrative &s under chatlenge.

DBOCE cuse. have been accepted in sealed

investigate the Hindenburg
report on the Adani Group, the
Union government has suggested
to submit comments to the
Supreme Court in a sealed cover.
* However, the Court rejected
the recommendations.
What is sealed cover
jurisprudence?

e |tis a practice used by the
Supreme Court and
sometimes the lower courts,

:;;: g s ?f asking-for or accepting
o, o e Gt s v :_.""m“mﬁ:rr: lnforn?atlf)n from government
e s cne hows s herive. ol | S um,'w-,-r agencies in sealed envelopes
e s e that can only be accessed by
the judges.
The Supreme Court derives

taken away by the state in an “implied
fashion o in a casual and cavaber man-

pro- rovgh
ﬁf;m‘wmnumm wade
Midennial in 3 seabed cover if pubication of!

St <2 et pase

its power to use it from Rule 7

Y e T"’%“T'&T“fi"f'f?’ il it v b iss',k",‘:mw‘h‘:ﬁf‘*n’:'”;w of order XlIl of the Supreme
Court Rules and Section 123
What Are the Concerns on Sealed Cover Jurisprudence? of the Indian Evidence Act of
* The concepts of accountability and transparency in 1872.

the Indian court system, are adversely affected.
* |t contrasts with the notion of an open court, where
judgements can be reviewed by the general public.

this cannot be done.

¢ Limits freedom of speech and expression: A citizen
may duly use her right under Article 19 if she has Cases involving Sealed Cover
access to the necessary information. Jurisprudence

* P. Gopalakrishnan vs The State of Kerala (2019): The * Rafale fighter jet deal Case
Supreme Court said that disclosure of documents to * BCCI Reforms Case
the accused is constitutionally mandated, even if the
investigation is ongoing. The documents may lead to a
breakthrough in the investigation.

Itis stated under the said rule
that if the Chief Justice or
Court directs certain
information to be keptina

+ Although judges are required to provide justification sealed cover, no party would
for their choices, it is also claimed to increase the be allowed access to the
potential for arbitrariness in court judgements. When contents of such information,
they are based on confidentially given information, except without the

permission of the Chief
Justice or the Court.

* National Register of
Citizens (NRC) Case
¢ Bhima Koregaon case

“’ INSIGHTSIAS
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E-Courts

Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Judiciary

Polity Current Affairs 2023

E-Courts Mission Mode Project

The eCourts Project was conceptualized on the bass of the “Notional Policy and Action Plan for
Implementation of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) in the Indion Judiciary - 2005°
submitted by eCommittee, Supreme Court of indho with a vision fo transform the Indion Judiciary by ICT
enablement of Courts.

Ecommittee is o body constituted by the Government of India in pursuance of a proposal received from
Hon'ble the Chief Justice of Indo to constitute on eCommittee to assist him in formulating a National
policy on compulerization of Indian Judiciary and odvise on technological communication and
management redated changes

The eCourts Mission Mode Project, is a Pan-india Project, monitored and funded by Department of
Justice, Ministry of Law ond Justice, Government of india for the District Courts across the country.

THE PROJECT ENVISAGES

« To provide efficient S time-bound citizen centric services delivery as detailed in eCourt Project Lifigant’s
Charter.

« To develop, install & implement decision support systems in courts,

+ To qutomate the processes 10 provide fransparency in 0Coessi

fy of information to its stokeholders:

« To enhance judicial productivity, both qualifatively & quantitatively, to maoke the justice delvery system
cftordable, accessible, cost effective, pradictable, refiable and transparent.

Various Examples of Use of Technology in Judiciary

Virtual Hearing: Over the course of the Covid-19 pandemic,
the use of technology for e-filing, and virtual hearings has
seen a dramatic rise.

SUVAS (Supreme Court Vidhik Anuvaad Software): It is an
Al system that can assist in the translation of judgments
into regional languages.

SUPACE (Supreme Court Portal for Assistance in Court
Efficiency):

Designed for automation, it then assists the Court in
improving efficiency and reducing pendency by
encapsulating judicial processes that have the capability
of being automated through Al.

National Service and Tracking of Electronic Processes
(NSTEP) has been launched for technology enabled
process serving and issuing of summons

Virtual Courts in 17 States/UTs have been operationalized
to handle traffic challan cases.

More than 2.40 crore cases have been handled by 21
virtual courts

Phase 3 Mentions Different New Features:

Bringing court proceedings into a digital format in a court
is the goal of digital and paperless courts;

Focusing on removing litigants or attorneys from the
courtroom, the online court;

expansion of the Virtual Courts' jurisdiction beyond the
resolution of Traffic Violations;

Using cutting-edge technology like Artificial Intelligence
(Al) and its subsets, like as Optical Character Recognition
(OCR), to analyse case pending status and predict
upcoming litigation, among other things.

INSIGHTSIAS

SIMPLIFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION

With the aim of enhancing access to justice
through technology, the Government of India
has started the e-Courts Integrated Mission
Mode Project in the nation to computerise
District and subordinate courts.

* The eCourts Project was conceptualized on the
basis of the “National Policy and Action Plan for
Implementation of Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) in the Indian
Judiciary - 2005” submitted by eCommittee,
Supreme Court of India with a vision to transform
the Indian Judiciary by ICT enablement of Courts.

THE PROJECT ENVISAGES
* To provide efficient & time-bound citizen centric

services delivery as detailed in eCourt Project

Litigant’s Charter.

To develop, install & implement decision support

systems in courts.

To automate the processes to provide

transparency in accessibility of information to its

stakeholders.

To enhance judicial productivity, both

qualitatively & quantitatively, to make the justice

delivery system affordable, accessible, cost

effective, predictable, reliable and transparent.

Phases:

o Phase I: It was implemented during 2011-2015.

o Phase |I: It was started in 2015 under which
various District & Subordinate courts have
been computerised.

E-COURTS
B @

eCourts eCourts
Services Website
Mobile App »

SMS PULL

P 1o
1]

information
AND ANY Kiosks
% Email
-
SMS Push bd
Judicial Service
Centres(JSCs)
»
/

INSIGHTSIAS
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Anti-defection law

Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Parliament

Polity Current Affairs 2023
lNSIGHTSlAS

EXAM PREP,

- N o
A case that scans the working of the anti-defection law [+ The Supreme Court’s examining of the
(oo g Db o S e i T — ™ ‘Maharashtra political controversy
of ieudka bs presenly hearing a set of aner defecrson b, Recess s ‘ Depoty Speaber ¢ n..nvmmn,-a.«x:- 3
o popetacty bpcwn 51 esigaions Seseadof e moved 0 e -rebel- who w1
s he ad o | 10 doguabtythe ‘rebels” who cases’ could eitherend up as a
“Mahurashira potical ootravessy oy ebestion, purtisan sctions by St am meoved the Court, arpring that these was o
Governoes (who e nominees of the centzal pending no-<ofidonce moton agiind the
p-“—n-mmn‘xm:\,m :y\m» " Drpoty .pfjlﬂ and therefore, & per e counterweight to pout‘cal games or
thiog of i c Superme Coant's sadgmerns in Nabom Rebes, hie ez
| e e ot ws ey | S R iy G make government destabilising even
Intesmal spiimsertng of the Sy reisivn o dechde duqualfication pettions, o actingln | dsqualfications while i was pending. =
factiom lexd by Elnath Shinde then joaed hands socdue huste 0 o 4 The upshot of this isthat, | The Sopreme Cowrts vacaeion Dencls styed easier
with: the Bharatiya Janata Party GYF) o foem e i effect, 1w Tenth Schedule has beva reduced 5o | dr Deputy Speaker’s hand, but s what cas only
new rukng coalition. wven the 2 sulbry: governiments Bt do sot have clear | be described a5 2 very curious set of oeders, a0 The Tenth Schedule
Varkous parties have been continuing sace then, magrises are villaerable, 3 3y PO, D being | directid 2 floor test. The usho of this was thas
with the most recent development being “soppled” In this fashion. the “rebed MLAS™ (who may or msxy mot haw .
Bt Commin o D e e g e * Background: The Tenth Schedule,
declaring that Flnath Shinde’s faction is ontitiod The Court has a challonging tak bl 10 wote i this floor test, and voted 1o bring r .
10 the prty name enl syl Thics ; - dores i ahering 3 kd popularly known as anti-defection law
= bevemes cractal XSRS o govermment ;-m.um.umu and shewing the balance of 3
oration and ETment toppARg ewariby | o). The rew gueTTmers was switly s
whseebier the Court can “zurm the chock back” if & end up before the highest court. It must <y the Govestce), 2 appointed s oan was introduced by the 52nd Amendment
wamwied 0, the Jagoent of this case will hav immediatedy be acknondedind that sech cases s et thus efectively reankng 3 forr arompd 1
Conccs e ceoely i e poBOS lace the ot in s oo porkic: the | i ropyet 40t s cuuabbeion Act 1985 to prevent legislators from
Maharashtra bt G be d i woll This s Court has 10 adjodicae the actions of 2 suniber PRtmons. Yo op i all, e Supromse Court's 'y . . .
Decase the Case e certa ncamoentil of comstiutonal funonaries:Govermors, | Geders were “wmerie in saeure, and therere, regularly switching party affiliations in
s about e working of India's Speakers, legisbative party leaders, elected | w0 reascns were provided e
st detection bw™ tatives, many (f not alh of whom, %o |
i e e e | the house and bringing down
The THk: past and present does mot hawe the Wbesty of preseming | These arders. the comectness of whach is now 3
The antdefection lw was nirockaced o the oboociey & st maese s nnaional | e consadered by e fvepcgr Bemch, bk governments with them.
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Exceptions under Law How has the 10th schedule performed recently?

* Constitution allows a party to merge with or into
another party provided that at least two-thirds of
its legislators are in favour of the merger.

* Both members who decide in favour and who
decide against merger are safe.

« If a member after being elected as the presiding
officer of the House, voluntarily gives up the
membership of his party or rejoins it after he
ceases to hold that office. p

* The Tenth Schedule has been inconsistently
implemented. In the recent years, there have been
multiple examples of governments being
overthrown in the middle of their terms after a
group of the ruling party's or coalition's own
members defect.

Power politics are being played here, not party

dissent. The well-documented growth of "resort

politics" makes it clear.

« Politicians have, in fact, used a variety of tactics to
get around the anti-defection law's restrictions. In
recent instances, mass resignations rather than
defections have been used to call for new
elections. State governors have taken partisan
positions on swearing-in ceremonies and the
timing of floor tests, while House Speakers have
taken positions that are similarly partisan by
refusing to rule on disqualification petitions.

Other Provisions

* The law applies to both Parliament and state assemblies.

* The decision on question as to disqualification on ground
of defection is referred to the Chairman or the Speaker of
such House, and his decision is final.

+ Supreme Court in Kihoto Hollahan case (1992): Decision
of the Presiding Officer is subject to judicial review.

* According to rules made under Constitution, the presiding
officer can take up a defection case only when he receives
a complaint from a member of the house.
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Regionalization: A Better Strategy in a Post-Pandemic World?
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Regionalization of World Politics

CONTEXT

As the COVID-19 pandemic is reordering the world in dramatic ways, and globalization is
being exposed as highly vulnerable and fragile, particularly in times of crises—should India
embrace regionalization as an alternative path to development.

REGIONALIZATION

™ Regionalization refers to the process of creating or strengthening regional institutions,
cooperation, and integration among neighboring countries or territories. This can take
many forms, such as economic integration, security cooperation, cultural exchange, or
political coordination.

™ Regionalization can be driven by a variety of factors, including geographic proximity,
shared cultural or historical ties, economic interdependence, or security concerns. The
objective of regionalization is often to promote economic growth, enhance security, and
improve governance through collective action and cooperation among neighboring
countries.

™ Examples of regionalization efforts include the European Union, the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the African Union, and the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC). These regional organizations aim to promote trade,
investment, and economic cooperation, as well as to address common challenges such as
security threats, environmental issues, and social development.

FEATURES OF REGIONALIZATION

1. Economic integration: Regionalization often involves efforts to promote economic
integration among neighboring countries. This can take many forms, such as free trade
agreements, customs unions, or common markets. The objective is to reduce trade
barriers, increase trade and investment flows, and create a more level playing field for
businesses in the region.

2. Political cooperation: Regionalization can also involve political cooperation among
member countries, such as coordination on foreign policy, defense, or governance
issues. This can help to promote peace, stability, and democracy in the region.

3. Cultural exchange: Regionalization can also involve efforts to promote cultural exchange
and understanding among neighboring countries. This can include initiatives to promote
language learning, cultural events, and tourism.

4. Shared institutions: Regionalization often involves the creation or strengthening of
shared institutions, such as regional organizations, development banks, or legal

e
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frameworks. These institutions help to facilitate cooperation among member countries
and provide a platform for addressing common challenges.

Security cooperation: Regionalization can also involve efforts to enhance security
cooperation among member countries, such as joint military exercises or intelligence
sharing. This can help to address common security threats, such as terrorism,
transnational crime, or border disputes.

CHALLENGES DURING COVID

The COVID-19 pandemic has posed significant challenges to international relations (IR) at
various levels. Some of these challenges include:

1.

Economic disruption: The pandemic has disrupted global supply chains and trade,
leading to economic challenges for countries around the world. The pandemic has also
exposed vulnerabilities in the global economic system, including inequalities in access to
healthcare, social protections, and economic opportunities.

Nationalism and populism: The pandemic has fueled nationalist and populist movements
in some countries, leading to the erosion of international cooperation and the rise of
protectionism. This has contributed to tensions between countries and undermined
efforts to address the pandemic.

SIGNIFICANCE OF REGIONALIZATION

Economic growth and development: Regionalization can promote economic growth and
development by increasing trade and investment flows among neighboring countries.
By reducing trade barriers and promoting economic integration, regionalization can
create a more level playing field for businesses in the region, increase competitiveness,
and drive innovation.

Political stability and cooperation: Regionalization can contribute to political stability and
cooperation by promoting dialogue and cooperation among neighboring countries. This
can help to prevent conflict and promote peace, stability, and democracy in the region.
Improved governance: Regionalization can also help to improve governance by providing
a platform for cooperation and information sharing among member countries. This can
help to build institutional capacity and promote good governance practices, such as
transparency, accountability, and citizen participation.

Cultural exchange and understanding: Regionalization can also promote cultural
exchange and understanding among neighboring countries, which can contribute to
greater social cohesion and tolerance.

Addressing shared challenges: Regionalization can provide a framework for addressing
shared challenges and opportunities, such as environmental protection, disaster risk
reduction, public health, and infrastructure development. By working together, member
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countries can leverage their resources and expertise to address these challenges more
effectively.

CHALLENGES OF REGIONALIZATION

1. Divergent interests: Regionalization often involves countries with diverse interests,
priorities, and levels of development. These differences can create tensions and conflicts
within the region, particularly if some countries feel that their interests are not being
adequately represented.

2. Limited resources: Regionalization requires significant resources, including financial,
institutional, and human resources. Some countries may not have the resources to fully
participate in regional initiatives, which can create imbalances and limit the effectiveness
of regional integration efforts.

3. Political barriers: Regionalization can face political barriers, including nationalist
sentiments and competing geopolitical interests. Some countries may be hesitant to
participate in regional initiatives if they perceive them as a threat to their national
sovereignty or security.

4. Implementation challenges: Regional initiatives often require complex legal and
institutional frameworks to be established, which can be difficult to implement and
enforce. This can lead to a lack of coherence and consistency in regional policies and
regulations, undermining the effectiveness of regional integration efforts.

5. Lack of public support: Regionalization initiatives often require public support to be
successful. However, the public may not always be supportive of regional initiatives,
particularly if they perceive them as benefiting only certain groups or if they are not
adequately consulted or involved in the decision-making process.

WAYFORWARD - SELF-RELIANCE AND GLOBALISATION: FINDING A BALANCE

However, achieving a balance between self-reliance and globalization is crucial for
sustainable development and long-term prosperity. Here are some ways in which countries
can strike this balance:

™ Diversify sources of supply: Countries can reduce their reliance on a single source of
goods or services by diversifying their suppliers. This can help to mitigate risks associated
with supply chain disruptions, such as natural disasters, political instability, or pandemics.

™ Invest in domestic capabilities: Countries can build their own domestic capabilities and
industries to become more self-reliant. This can include investing in research and
development, promoting innovation, and fostering entrepreneurship to create new
industries and jobs.

™ Promote international cooperation: Countries can work together to promote
international cooperation and collaboration, particularly in areas of shared interest or

e
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concern, such as climate change, public health, or cyber security. This can help to mitigate
global risks and promote sustainable development.

™ Ensure fair and equitable trade: Countries can work to ensure that global trade is fair
and equitable, with transparent rules and regulations that benefit all parties. This can
include promoting the use of international standards and best practices, as well as
addressing trade imbalances and unfair trade practices.

™ Foster inclusive growth: Countries can promote inclusive growth that benefits all
members of society, including marginalized and vulnerable populations. This can include
investing in education, healthcare, and social protection programs to build human capital
and reduce inequality.

CONCLUSION

New Regionalism considers non-state actors and processes, state-driven regionalism
remains important. India must lead regional initiatives in its neighborhood, following the
principles of the Gujral Doctrine to avoid reinforcing exploitative aspects of globalization.
India should offer its neighbors opportunities and resources they don't have access to as
individual countries and use regionalization as a strategy to incentivize its neighbors and
bring them closer to India. This approach will lead to a more stable, sustainable, and long-
term development plan for the region.

SOURCE- https://www.orfonline.org/research/regionalisation-a-better-strategy-in-a-post-

pandemic-world/

EXPERT VIEWS

=z
™ Regionalization can provide a way for countries to
address the economic challenges of the post-pandemic
world. According to Dr. Palit, regional integration can help
countries to diversify their supply chains, reduce their

dependence on a single market, and tap into new
opportunities for trade and investment.

Dr. Amitendu Palit, Senior
Research Fellow and Research
Lead (Trade and Economic
Policy) at the Institute of South
Asian Studies, National
University of Singapore
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Dr. Jodie Keane, Research
Fellow at the Overseas
Development Institute.

™ According to Dr. Keane, regional integration should not
be limited to elite groups or corporations, but should be
designed to benefit all stakeholders, including small
businesses, farmers, and marginalized communities.

Dr. Shamsul Alam,

Senior Secretary of the
Planning Division of the
Government of
Bangladesh

™ Regionalization can help to strengthen the resilience of
countries in the face of global challenges such as
pandemics, climate change, and economic shocks. Dr.
Alam argues that regional integration can provide
countries with access to new markets, technologies, and
expertise, and enable them to coordinate their
responses to common challenges.
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New start nuclear arms treaty

Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Contemporary Global Concerns: Nuclear proliferation

International Relations Current Affairs 2023

SIMPUFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION

“’ INSIGHTSIAS

US says Russia is not complying with New Start nuclear

arms treaty

Washington accuses Moscow of blocking inspections and missing compliance meefings
The US has determined Russia is not complying with its obligations under the last

remaining nuclear arms control treaty between the powers, officials said on
Tuesday.

In a report sent to Congress, the US state department said Russia violated the
New Start treaty by failing to allow required inspections and refusing to
participate in compliance meetings.

“Russia’s refusal to facilitate inspection activities prevents the US from exercising
important rights under the treaty and threatens the viabili

nuclear arms control,”a US state department official said.

New START arms treaty

The U.S. Senate has ratified the new START treaty to reduce deployed
strategic warheads by about 30 percent. The trealy must now be ratified
by the Russian Duma; current stockpiles and reductions under the treaty:

“No reliable publ
What's affected o B - m,{,::;g:‘,o,w:;d
2 = ~ -
Operational e, usea 0 FAIALen FOROe
Strategic (long-range) HEll 1,968 I 2,600+ o awatng
Reduction 1,550 1,550 NOTE: Other
n::;ons with
lear warheads:
Not affected by treaty (’s‘:.hanc%mb "
ina 3
Reserve BN 2,500 [N 3,500 ({60) least (50),
. istan Py .
Awaiting dismantiement NN 4,500 ‘NN 4,670° usia (100). North
Korea (about 10)

Treaty would also

* Revive on-the-ground -« Limit missiles, bombers, launchers
arsenal inspections capable of carrying nuclear warheads
Source: Arms Control Assoclation

Why are security professionals concerned
about this news throughout the globe?

¢ Nuclear disarmament efforts are
deteriorating

« This declaration has sparked concern over
the state of nuclear disarmament efforts.

» As aresult of Russia's invasion of Ukraine last
year, tensions between the United States and
Russia have just reached a high point.

¢ Therecent revelation could serve as a
warning to other nations that nuclear
weapons are a potent diplomatic tool.

» This greatly depends on the stance the
America adopts following this declaration.

¢ Other nations may believe nuclear weapons
hold the key in these situations if the United
States makes concessions.

The US has determined Russia is not complying
with its obligations under the last remaining
nuclear arms control treaty between the powers,
officials said on Tuesday.

¢ Inareport sent to Congress, the US state
department said Russia violated the New Start
treaty by failing to allow required inspections
and refusing to participate in compliance
meetings.

Russia puts the New START Treaty on hold.

* Vladimir Putin, the president of Russia, said
that Moscow was discontinuing its
participation in the New START deal.

* Mr. Putin also stated that Russia should be
prepared to resume nuclear weapons tests if
the U.S. does so in his state of the country
address.

¢ If this occurs, the Cold War-era global
moratorium on nuclear weapons testing would
be lifted.

The name START comes from the original
“Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty”, known as
START-I.
o START-l was signed between the US and
the erstwhile USSR in 1991, and came into
force in 1994.
New START

* New START Treaty is officially known as -
“Treaty between the United States of America
and the Russian Federation on Measures for
the Further Reduction and Limitation of
Strategic Offensive Arms”.

* It was signed by then-President Barack Obama
and then-Russian president Dmitry Medvedev
in 2010.

* The treaty entered into force in February 2011,
and placed new verifiable limits on
intercontinental-range nuclear weapons.

¢ Under the treaty, the United States and Russia
were given seven years to scale back their
stockpiles of strategic offensive arms —
broadly, nuclear warheads deployed by
missiles, planes or submarines that can travel
long distances.
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China-India border: Why tensions are rising between the
QHLJKERUTYV

Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: India and the Global Centers of Power: China

CONTEXT

Tensions have been rising between China and India over their shared border, which
stretches for over 3,500 kilometers (2,200 miles) and is one of the longest in the world. The
two countries have a long history of border disputes, with the most recent tension emerging
in Galwan Valley.
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KEY FACTORS THAT HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE RECENT ESCALATION OF TENSIONS:

1. Border disputes: The border between China and India is not clearly defined and has been
a source of tension for decades. The two countries have had several border disputes in
the past, including a war in 1962. The two sides have held talks to resolve the issue, but
have not been able to come to an agreement.

2. Military build-up: In recent years, both China and India have increased their military
presence along the border. This has led to a number of standoffs between the two sides,
with both countries accusing the other of violating their territorial integrity.

e
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3.

Infrastructure development: China has been building infrastructure along its side of the
border, including roads and bridges, which has raised concerns in India about Beijing's
intentions. India has also been building infrastructure, including roads and airfields, which
has led to Chinese concerns about the military capabilities of the Indian army.
Geostrategic concerns: The border dispute between China and India is also linked to their
broader geopolitical interests. China sees India as a regional rival, and is concerned about
India's growing relationship with the United States. India, on the other hand, sees China's
growing military and economic influence in the region as a threat to its security.
Domestic politics: Domestic politics also play a role in the tensions between the two
countries. Both China and India have nationalist governments that are sensitive to issues
of territorial integrity and sovereignty. Any perceived threat to their territorial integrity
can be a sensitive issue for both countries.

STEPS TAKEN TO REDUCE ESCALATION OF TENSIONS BETWEEN INDIA AND CHINA

1.

Diplomatic dialogue: Both India and China have engaged in diplomatic dialogue to
address their border dispute. In 2020, they held several rounds of military and diplomatic
talks to resolve the standoff. While progress has been slow, the talks have provided a
platform for the two sides to communicate and address their differences.
Confidence-building measures: Both sides have also taken steps to build confidence and
reduce tensions along the border. For example, they have established a hotline between
their respective military headquarters to avoid misunderstandings and misjudgments.
They have also agreed to maintain dialogue and communication at all levels to prevent
future incidents.

Disengagement and de-escalation: In February 2021, both India and China announced
that they had disengaged their troops and artillery from the Pangong Tso area, a key
flashpoint in the border dispute. This was seen as a positive step towards de-escalation of
tensions. The two sides have also reportedly taken steps to disengage from other areas
along the border.

Economic cooperation: Both India and China have a strong economic relationship, and
they have sought to strengthen this relationship as a way of reducing tensions. For
example, they have established a high-level economic and trade dialogue to promote
bilateral economic cooperation.

Regional cooperation: India and China are both members of various regional
organizations, such as the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation and the BRICS group of
countries. They have participated in these organizations to promote regional cooperation
and address common challenges.
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CONCLUSION

Overall, reducing tensions between India and China will require sustained efforts on both
sides to engage in constructive dialogue, build trust and confidence, and explore new
avenues for cooperation. It will also require a willingness to find mutually acceptable
solutions to the underlying issues that have contributed to the tensions.

SOURCE- https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-52852509

EXPERT VIEWS

™ He has written extensively on India-China relations
and has emphasized the need for both countries to
build trust and cooperation through sustained
dialogue and confidence-building measures.

C Raja Mohan

Indian foreign policy expert

™ He has written on the need for India and China to
negotiate a boundary agreement that addresses the
root causes of their border dispute and to build trust
through economic cooperation and people-to-people

Shivshankar Menon exchanges.

Former National Security
Advisor of India

™He has been involved in China's efforts to reduce
tensions with India, including leading negotiations on
the disengagement of troops in the border area.

Wang Yi Chinese State
Councilor and Minister of
Foreign Affairs.
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India-US ties: Depth & nuance

Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: India and the Global Centers of Power: USA

IN NEWS

Recently, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said that the relationship between India and
US impacts the rest of the world as there are a lot of countries which look to the association
individually and bilaterally.

India and US - Evolution of Strategic Relations

Ve . ’ fj'l rr . HaH A 2 | T B | a4 =

BACKGROUND OF INDIA-USA RELATIONS

India-US ties have a long and complex history, marked by periods of both cooperation and
tension:

1. Early Relations: India gained independence from Britain in 1947, and the US recognized
India as a sovereign nation soon after. However, the two countries did not have a close
relationship in the early years, with India pursuing a non-aligned foreign policy and the
US supporting Pakistan during the Cold War.

2. Tension during Cold War: During the Cold War, India and the US had different political
alignments and pursued different foreign policies, leading to tensions between the two
countries. The US supported Pakistan's military regime and accused India of being too
close to the Soviet Union.

3. Improved Relations: After the end of the Cold War, India-US ties began to improve, with
the US recognizing India's growing economic and strategic importance. In 2005, the US
and India signed a landmark civil nuclear agreement that recognized India as a
responsible nuclear power.

B ————————————————
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India-USA tech and defense ties

International Relations Current Affairs 2023

NSA Ajit Doval, India’s ambassador to the US Taranjit Singh
Sandhu and ISRO chief S Somanath at the signing of the

ation Arr.

nth India and the US,

in Washington on Wednesday. AN

India, US agree
todeepentech,
defenceties

SHUBHAJITROY
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 1

IN WHAT is being perceived as
the new frontier for cooperation
with an eye on China, India and
the US have decided to deepen
cooperation on defence, artificiil
intelligence, quantum technolo
gies. high performance comput
ing, co-production of jet engines,
semiconductor supply chain, ho
man spaceflight, commercial
space launches and telecom, in
chuding 66

These are the major take
aways after the meeting be-
tween National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval and US NSA Jake
Sullivan in Washington DC over
the last two days. The two NSAs
met for the first meeting of the
USHindia initiative on Critical and
Emerging Technology (1CED)

WHIH was decided bel
Prime Minister ”Na?uﬂrm
o US President Joe Biden i
y 2022 0n the sidelines of the:
meeting in Tokya(

The fist of new initiatives in-
clude
W A new bilateral Defence
Inclustrial Cooperation Roadmap
0 accederate technological coop-
eration for joint development
and production of jet engines,
munition-related technologies.
The United States has received
an application from General
Electric company to jointly pro-
duce jet engines that could
power aircraft operated and pro-
duced by India.
W Long-term research and devel-
opment cooperation,
cus on identifying ma
curity and intelligence
surveillance reconnaissance
{ISR) operational use cases.
B A new “Innovation Bridge”
that will connect US and Indian
defence startups.

=
w
=
=
&
x ) Loglcal
step
INDIAAND the US are key

strategic partners and the
cooperation in critical and
emerging technologies.
co-development and co-
production is 3 new area
As like-minded countries
and trusted partners after
adecade and haif of the
India-US nuclear deal, this
is the next logical step.
Now, both sides will have
to work through the regu
latory challenges to make
itareality.

| Collaboration on High
Performance Computing (HPC),
including by working with the
US Congress, to lower barriersto
US exports to India of HPC tech:
nology and source code.

8 A new Implementation
Artangement for a Research
Agency Partnership between the
National Science Foundation aid
Indian science agencies to ex-
pand international collaboration
i a range of areas — including
artificial intelligence, quantum
technologies and advanced
wireless,

A White House statement
said “the US and India affirm that
the ways in which technology is
designed, developed, governed
and used should be shaped by
our shared democratic values
and respect for universal human
rights, We are committed to fos-
tering an open, accessible and
secure technology ecosystem,
based on mutual trust and con
fidence, that will reinforce our
demacratic values™

By Nikhil K Gowda PSIR Faculty

INSIGHTSIAS

Ajit Doval, the national security adviser of India, met Jake
Sullivan, his American counterpart, and other top US
officials during the first discussion of the Initiative on
Critical and Emerging Technologies (iCET).

* TheiCET involves collaboration in a range of areas

including
Quantum computing,
Semiconductors,
5G and 6G wireless infrastructure, and
Civilian space projects such as lunar exploration.

Objectives

By creating technology value chains and encouraging the co-
development and co-production of goods, iCET seeks to
establish the two nations as reliable technology partners.
Through a standing mechanism, it also intends to address
regulatory limitations, export limits, and mobility impediments.

Major Cooperation

5G cooperation-The implementation of Open RAN (a technology
that enables the connection of phones to one another and to the
Internet) in India and a private-public conversation to improve
cooperation with regard to 5G/6G technologies were also
announced.

Jet engines: The United States also pledged to conduct a prompt
examination of General Electric's application to manufacture jet
engines in India for India's Light Combat Aircraft (LCA).

Easing exports-Export controls and limits were also considered
by the two nations as possible ways to be relaxed.

According to a statement from the White House, the American
government would find ways to reduce obstacles to High-
Performance Computing and source code exports from the US to
India.

Human rights: According to the White House's statement, India
and the US both recognise that respect for universal human
rights and shared democratic ideals must guide the design,
development, governance, and use of technology.

The White House statement went on to say that the two nations
agreed that the technology will "reinforce our democratic
institutions and democratic values."

INSIGHTSIAS
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India -France

2:996P8-0&)2&32"4((8.6&6, @&10<&'9AP69&K<,1<;-& AB&IAR<;O

International Relations Current Affairs 2023

largest forctgn vestor in ly\m with
estment of $10.31 bilkon

totad foretgn di

westment inflows

The big picture
More importantly, it bas emenged 3 3 bey
the

A key ruul'vlr of this ks

lhe Mnu\gdl!\cmw
canventional submurined being

bl i
f u'ufermo( 2008
Am\' Indian mnwg recvived 36
REGEE RNSE IR The TR RI0Mas siso tied up
With Airbus 1o manuiacture CZ95
rEmsport adroraft i Vadodals, Gugarat. This line
is expected 10 be expanded mto other civilian and
military aircraft manuéacturing in a joint veneure
with France. These redatsons are Further fortified
with the robust network of miliary dislogues and

e
Bether cmdencored
the French Ambussads
Uetiin - that France &3 willing parcnes for idla
a it bl s mathonal industrial hse for die

defence industry and for critical strategic defence

Their
cstablished ties
st on a
foundation of
common valoes
and goals

Strategic And Defence Ties
* France has emerged as a major strategic partner for

India with crucial defence deals and increased
military to military engagement.
A key example of this is the inducting of the French
Scorpene conventional submarines, being built in
India under technology transfer agreement of 2005,
and the Indian Air Force having received 36 Rafale

fighter jets.

projects. As the complexities in the international
propoliical order have emerged, mln otries
- *

ol in Bewiting India' isolation in the
non profiferation order after the 1998 nackear
tests. tn 2 g of expanding cooperatian, France

SIGHTSIAS

LIFYING IAS EXAM PREPARATION

faf Paxci

supports idia's bid for permanest
of the United Nations Security Council s wel &
fes entry into the Nuckear Suppliers Groop. \n
arca of importance for bath is clin

s art of thelr jot effrts o
¢ inched the Ikemon Soba
Alizance in XNS.

Maritime ties
The devpening of the strasegic partershif s also
visibie in their narikinae cooperation, India and
France are resident powers of the Indian Ocean
and in the Indo-Pacific. The importance of the
Indian Ocean Regon was visible during the visit
of French President Emmusmel Macron's visit to
New Delhi in 2018 when (hl leadership of both
countries welcomed
India-France Cooper.
Region” which preset a
srengthening of ties. In qwxmmi terms,
¥ranco Indian joint patrosli
gl New Delhi’s intent to ex
Be-minded partners in expanding its footpeint in
the Indian Ocean.

as

their comanon vision for 3 fiy
fnido-Pacific. As both countrie
comprehenshve strategy foc the Indo-Pacific Gt
seeks (o provide comprehensive solutions for
maritime securiy, regocal cooperation, climate

These relations are further fortified with the robust
network of military dialogues and regularly held
joint exercises — Varuna (navy), Garuda (air force),

and Shakti (army).
Trade Ties

risis, there s a broad nderstanding <
other’s position and both countries are we
1gether to coordinate on Playing a constrktive
Tole in the crisks, It akso needs to be noted that Mr.
Macron and Prime Minister Narendra Modi are
among the few world leaders who have
maineained open communication channels with
Russian President Visdimir Putin and Ukraine’s
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Both connries
share concerns over the rise of China and its
aggressive behavious, re;
mamitved 1o work

At there & no insbalance in the Indo-Pacific
Much potential
Inctia’s partnership with France is built

common values 2 gossls. Boeh have lmdtr\nhl
e it

defence, maritme, CouRtErtenmy
Indo-Pacific. Fhey are no
Qoperation in fesues such as digitisation, cyber.
green energy, a blue econoety, ocean sciences;

India and France understand each other's
intervsts and dependencies, be it in relation to
China or Russia. In the marking of a Jong strategic
partnenship, a common knterest n enhancing
strategic autanomny and Improving reience,
there is much ground ahead foe further
cuilaboration

The 25th anniversary of the
strategic alliance between
France and India (January 26)
presents a significant chance
for both nations to consider
their bilateral relations.

« India's top trading partner
is now France, which will
conduct annual
commerce of $12.42
billion in 2021-22.

With a total investment of
$10.31 billion from April
2000 to June 2022,
accounting for 1.70% of all
foreign direct investment
inflows into India, it ranks
as the 11th largest foreign
investor in that country.

Climate Change And Renewable Energy -

« An area of importance for both is climate change,
where India has supported France in the Paris
Agreement expressing its strong commitment towards
mitigating climate change impact. New Delhi and Paris,
as part of their joint eff0orts on climate change,
launched the International Solar Alliance in 2015.

Maritime Ties

« India and France are resident powers of the Indian
Ocean and in the IndoPacific.

« “Joint Strategic Vision of IndiaFrance Cooperation in
the Indian Ocean Region”

International Cooperation

« India and France in September 2022 agreed to set up an
IndoPacific Trilateral Development Cooperation Fund
that will support sustainable innovative solutions for

* France has emerged as a key trading partner of India
with annual trade of $12.42 billion in 202122. It is the
11th largest foreign investor in India with a
cumulative investment of $10.31 billion from April
2000 to June 2022, which represents 1.70% of the
total foreign direct investment inflows into India.

Civil Nuclear Cooperation

* France was among the first countries with which
India signed a civil nuclear deal. Paris also played a
critical role in limiting India’s isolation in the non-
proliferation order after the 1998 nuclear tests.

countries in the region.

The two partners have formed a trilateral grouping with
the United Arab Emirates to ensure maritime domain
awareness and security from the east coast of Africa to
the far Pacific.

Way Forward -
« India and France understand each other’sinterests and

dependencies, be it in relation to China or Russia. In the
marking of a long strategic partnership, a common
interest in enhancing strategic autonomy and
improving resilience, there is much ground ahead for
further collaboration.

INSIGHTSIAS

By Nikhil K Gowda PSIR Faculty
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The Lessons of Tragedyy Hal Brands and Charles Edel
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The

[Lessons
of Tragedy
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