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1. Economy

1) Consider the following statements.

1. The Patents (Amendment) Act, 2005, introduced the provisions relating to Exclusive Marketing Rights
(EMRs).

2. The TRIPS Agreement sets out the minimum standards of intellectual property protection to be
provided by each Member.

3. Preventing known substance from being patented as an invention unless it enhances the efficacy of the
substance repetitively is known as preventing “evergreening” of patents.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,3

)23

di,23

Solution: c)

Indian Patents Act, 1970:

e It replaced the Indian Patents and Designs Act 1911.

e The Act was amended by the Patents (Amendment) Act, 2005, wherein product patent was extended to all
fields of technology including food, drugs, chemicals and microorganisms.

e After the amendment, the provisions relating to Exclusive Marketing Rights (EMRs) have been repealed, and
a provision for enabling grant of compulsory license has been introduced.

e The provisions relating to pre-grant and post-grant opposition have also been introduced.

Article 3(d) of the Indian Patent Act prevents the mere discovery of any new property or new use for a known
substance from being patented as an invention unless it enhances the efficacy of the substance repetitively. This
prevents what is known as “evergreening” of patents.

In respect of each of the main areas of intellectual property covered by the TRIPS Agreement, the Agreement sets
out the minimum standards of protection to be provided by each Member.

2) Consider the following statements regarding Harmonised System of Nomenclature (HSN) code.

1. It is a multipurpose international product nomenclature developed by the World Trade Organization
(WTO).

2. It was developed with the vision of facilitating the classification of goods all over the World in a
systematic manner.

3. In India, HSN codes apply to Customs and GST.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 2,3

c)1,3

di,2,3

Solution: b)

e HSN stands for Harmonised System of Nomenclature code. It is mandatory for both B2B and B2C tax invoices
on the supplies of Goods and Services.

e This was introduced in 1988 by the World Customs Organization (WCO). This was introduced for a systematic
classification of goods both national and international. This is a 6-digit code that classifies various products.
India has been using HSN codes since 1986 to classify commodities for Customs and Central Excise.

e HSN codes apply to Customs and GST. The codes prescribed in the Customs tariff are used for the GST
purposes too. HSN is used all over the world. There are different HSN codes for various commodities.

e HSN codes remove the need to upload details about the goods which makes filing of GST returns easier.
[ J
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HSN code is required for anything from animal products, mineral products, plastic articles to footwear, arms and
ammunition and machinery.

3) Consider the following statements regarding incremental capital-output ratio (ICOR).

1. The incremental capital-output ratio (ICOR) is the amount of capital required to produce one unit of
output.

2. The lower the ICOR, the less efficient we are in the use of capital.

3. Reducing the cost of capital helps in reducing ICOR.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 1,2

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: ¢)

The incremental capital-output ratio (ICOR) is the amount of capital required to produce one unit of output.
The higher the ICOR, the less efficient we are in the use of capital.

ICOR is determined by a variety of factors including technology, skill of manpower, managerial competence and
also macroeconomic policies. Thus, delays in the completion of projects, lack of complementary investments in
related sectors and the non-availability of critical inputs can all lead to a rise in ICOR.

4) India currently has trading of Gold using

1. Gold derivatives

2. Gold ETFs

3. Spot exchanges for physical trade in gold
Select the correct answer code:

a) 1 only

b) 1,2

c)2,3

d) 1,23

Solution: b)

India currently has trading only in gold derivatives and Gold ETFs, unlike several other countries which have
spot exchanges for physical trade in gold.

5) Consider the following statements regarding Board for Financial Supervision.

1. The Reserve Bank of India performs the supervisory function under the guidance of the Board for
Financial Supervision (BFS).

2. It undertakes supervision of Scheduled Commercial and Co-operative Banks, Small Finance Banks and
Payments Banks.

3. The Board is chaired by the Deputy Governor of RBI.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1only

b)1,2

c)2,3

di,3

Solution: b)

The Reserve Bank of India performs the supervisory function under the guidance of the Board for Financial
Supervision (BFS). The Board was constituted in November 1994 as a committee of the Central Board of Directors

of the Reserve Bank of India under the Reserve Bank of India (Board for Financial Supervision) Regulations, 1994.
[ J
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The primary objective of BFS is to undertake consolidated supervision of the financial sector comprising
Scheduled Commercial and Co-operative Banks, All India Financial Institutions, Local Area Banks, Small Finance
Banks, Payments Banks, Credit Information Companies, Non-Banking Finance Companies and Primary Dealers.

The Board is constituted by co-opting four Directors from the Central Board as Members and is chaired by the
Governor. The Deputy Governors of the Reserve Bank are ex-officio members. One Deputy Governor,
traditionally, the Deputy Governor in charge of supervision, is nominated as the Vice-Chairman of the Board.

6) InIndia, Microcredit is delivered through which of the following channels?
1. Microfinance institutions (MFls) registered as NBFCs
2. Non-banking financial companies (NBFCs)
3. Scheduled commercial banks including small finance banks (SFBs).
4. Cooperative banks
Select the correct answer code:
a)l,2
b)1,2,3
c)2,3,4
d)1,23,4

Solution: d)

Microfinance is a form of financial service which provides small loans and other financial services to poor and
low-income households.

Microcredit is delivered through a variety of institutional channels viz., (i) scheduled commercial banks (SCBs)
(including small finance banks (SFBs) and regional rural banks (RRBs)) lending both directly as well as through
business correspondents (BCs) and self-help groups (SHGs), (ii) cooperative banks, (iii) non-banking financial
companies (NBFCs), and (iv) microfinance institutions (MFls) registered as NBFCs as well as in other forms.

7) Which of the following statements best describes the term Fiscal profligacy?
a) Removing fiscal barriers and discrepancies between the tax systems of the various countries
b) Income tax exemption for new industries
c) The act of spending money in a way that is not wise
d) Official estimate of costs or revenues for proposed legislation

Solution: c)

Fiscal profligacy is opposite of fiscal prudence. It is the act of spending money or using something in a way that
wastes it and is not wise. The costs of fiscal profligacy at the State level can be huge.

8) Consider the following statements regarding Public Account of India.

1. Public Account of India accounts for those transactions where the Union government acts as a banker.

2. Expenditures from Public Account of India does not require the approval of the parliament.

3. State provident funds and small savings deposits are outside the preview of Public Account of India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,3

b)1,2

c) 2 only

d)2,3

Solution: b)
Public Account of India accounts for flows for those transactions where the government is merely acting as a

banker. This fund was constituted under Article 266 (2) of the Constitution.
www.insightsonindia.com 4 "’ INSIGHTSIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

Examples of those are provident funds, small savings and so on. These funds do not belong to the government.
They have to be paid back at some time to their rightful owners. Because of this nature of the fund, expenditures
from it are not required to be approved by the Parliament.

9) Investor Education and Protection Fund (IEPF), recently seen in news is managed by
a) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
b) Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
c¢) Union Ministry of Finance
d) None of the above

Solution: d)

The Investor Education and Protection Fund (IEPF) is managed by the IEPF Authority, which was set up in 2016
under the provisions of Section 125 of the Companies Act, 2013. The Authority is entrusted with the
responsibility of administration of the IEPF, which, besides promoting awareness among investors, makes
refunds of shares, unclaimed dividends, matured deposits and debentures and so on to rightful claimants.

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has been appointed the nodal industry for
online gaming in India; for e-sports, the nodal agency is the Department of Sports, under the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports.

Source

10) Consider the following statements.

1. Under the current Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) provisions, governments are
mandated to disclose their contingent liabilities.

2. Under the Constitution, States are not required to take the Centre’s permission when they borrow,
even in case the state is indebted to the Centre over a previous loan.

3. Constitution of India allows the President to declare financial emergency in any State if s/he is satisfied
that financial stability is threatened.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)2,3

b) 1,2

1,3

d) 3 only

Solution: c)

Under the current FRBM provisions, governments are mandated to disclose their contingent liabilities, but that
disclosure is restricted to liabilities for which they have extended an explicit guarantee.

Under the Constitution, States are required to take the Centre’s permission when they borrow, in case the
state is indebted to the Centre over a previous loan.

Constitution of India allows the President to declare financial emergency in any State if s/he is satisfied that
financial stability is threatened.

11) Which one of the following is not the most likely measure the Government/RBI takes to stop the slide of
Indian rupee?
a) Easing conditions relating to external commercial borrowing
b) Encouraging Indian borrowers to issue rupee-denominated Masala Bonds
c) Following an expansionary monetary policy
d) Curbing imports of non-essential goods and promoting exports

INSIGHTSIAS
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Solution: c)

Easing conditions relating to external commercial borrowing will lead to higher borrowing abroad and would
temporarily reduce the deficit of forex in India preventing the slide of rupee.

Encouraging Indian borrowers to issue rupee-denominated Masala Bonds is a measure of the RBl/government
to stop the slide of Indian rupee as it does not put pressure on our currency through borrowing dollars as the
bond issue would be rupee denominated.

Following an expansionary monetary policy may lead to lower interest rates thereby increasing the inflation with
higher imports through higher spending of the government and therefore the slide of rupee takes place.

Curbing imports of non-essential goods and promoting exports would help control imports and thus the
depreciation of the rupee by increasing the growth with promoting exports.

Source

12) Consider the following statements regarding Currency Swap Agreement.

1. A currency swap is a transaction in which two parties exchange an equivalent amount of money

with each other but in different currencies.

2. Currency swap agreements between countries help in reducing its reliance on the International
Monetary Fund.

3. Currency swap agreement will help a country tide over its foreign exchange crisis.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d)1,2,3

Solution: d)

A currency swap is a transaction in which two parties exchange an equivalent amount of money with each
other but in different currencies. The parties are essentially loaning each other money and will repay the
amounts at a specified date and exchange rate. The purpose could be to hedge exposure to exchange-rate risk, to
speculate on the direction of a currency, or to reduce the cost of borrowing in a foreign currency.

Currency swap agreements between countries help in reducing its reliance on the International Monetary
Fund.

13) Consider the following statements.

1. In a floating exchange rate system, market forces determine the value of a currency.

2. The demand for rupees in the forex market depends on foreign demand for Indian exports.

3. Currency appreciation encourages a country’s export activity as its products and services become
cheaper to buy.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d1i,23

Solution: a)

In the forex market, the supply of rupees is determined by the demand for imports and various foreign assets.
So, if there is high demand to import oil, it can lead to an increase in the supply of rupees in the forex market and

cause the rupee’s value to drop. The demand for rupees in the forex market, on the other hand, depends on
[ J

www.insightsonindia.com 6 " INSIGHTSIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-economics/why-rupee-fell-against-the-us-dollar-in-2022-explained-8355720/

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ
foreign demand for Indian exports and other domestic assets. So, for instance, when there is great enthusiasm
among foreign investors to invest in India, it can lead to an increase in the supply of dollars in the forex market
which in turn causes the rupee’s value to rise against the dollar.

Appreciation Vs Depreciation:

e In a floating exchange rate system, market forces (based on demand and supply of a currency) determine the
value of a currency.

o Currency Appreciation: It is an increase in the value of one currency in relation to another currency.

o Currencies appreciate against each other for a variety of reasons, including government policy, interest rates,
trade balances and business cycles.

e Currency appreciation discourages a country’s export activity as its products and services become costlier to
buy.

14) Consider the following statements regarding Collective Investment Scheme.

1. A Collective Investment Scheme is an investment scheme where various individuals come together and
pool their money in order to invest their whole fund collection in a particular asset.

2. They are regulated by Securities Exchange Board of India (SEBI).

3. Mutual funds are an example for Collective Investment Scheme in India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) lonly

b)1,2

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: b)

e A Collective Investment Scheme is an investment scheme where various individuals come together and
pool their money in order to invest their whole fund collection in a particular asset. The returns and profits
arising from this investment would be shared as per the agreement finalised amongst the investors prior to
the act.

e Collective Investment Schemes, on a global scale, has broader connotations which include mutual funds as
well.

e However, the Schemes, as prescribed in Section 11AA of the SEBI Act of 1992, excludes mutual funds and
other schemes in India.

e The Securities Exchange Board of India regulates them under the SEBI (Collective Investment Scheme)
Regulations of 1999.

15) Consider the following statements.

1. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) normally pays the dividend to the Central Government from the surplus
income it earns on investments and valuation changes on its dollar holdings and the fees it gets from printing
currency.

2. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has developed an Economic Capital Framework (ECF) for determining
the allocation of funds to its capital reserves so that any risk contingency can be met.

3. The RBI cannot bank on the Contingency Fund in case of any emergency requirement.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b)1,2

1,3

di1,23

Solution: b)

THE SURPLUS available with the Reserve Bank of India for transfer or the RBI dividend to the Union government is
likely to remain low in the current financial year ending March 2023 because of higher expenditure incurred by

the central bank due to rising interest rates and higher costs in managing surplus liquidity in the system.
[ J
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The lower dividend could be due to higher interest paymeznts to banks which parked their surplus liquidity in the
reverse repo window.

Under reverse repo, the RBI borrows from banks, while under the repo window, RBI lends to banks.

The RBI can bank on the Contingency Fund which was at Rs 3,10,986.94 crore as of March 2022 in the case of
any emergency requirement.

The RBI normally pays the dividend from the surplus income it earns on investments and valuation changes on
its dollar holdings and the fees it gets from printing currency, among others. The rupee depreciation against the
dollar in recent months is also likely to weigh on the surplus transfer.

In the Investment Revaluation Account-Foreign Securities (IRA-FS), the foreign dated securities are marked-to
market on the last business day of each week ending Friday and the last business day of each month and the
unrealised gains or losses are transferred to the IRAFS.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has developed an Economic Capital Framework (ECF) for determining the
allocation of funds to its capital reserves so that any risk contingency can be met and as well as to transfer the
profit of the RBI to the government.

Source

16) Consider the following statements regarding Currency and Gold Revaluation Account (CGRA).

1. The Currency and Gold Revaluation Account (CGRA) is maintained by the Reserve Bank of India to take
care of currency risk, interest rate risk and movement in gold prices.

2. It can come under pressure if there is an appreciation of the rupee vis-a-vis major currencies or a fall in
the price of gold.

3. Unrealised gains or losses on valuation of foreign currency assets (FCA) and gold are not accounted for
in the CGRA.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d 1,23

Solution: a)

e The Currency and Gold Revaluation Account (CGRA) is maintained by the Reserve Bank to take care of
currency risk, interest rate risk and movement in gold prices.

¢ Unrealised gains or losses on valuation of foreign currency assets (FCA) and gold are not taken to the
income account but instead accounted for in the CGRA.

e CGRA provides a buffer against exchange rate/ gold price fluctuations. It can come under pressure if there is
an appreciation of the rupee vis-a-vis major currencies or a fall in the price of gold.

e When CGRA is not sufficient to fully meet exchange losses, it is replenished from the Contingency Fund (CF).

Source

17) Consider the following statements.

1. The Unemployment Rate is the percentage of people in the labour force who demanded work but did
not get it.

2. The labour force includes those who are employed and those who are looking for work but unable to
get it.

3. The fall in Unemployment Rate happens only when more jobs are created.

www.insightsonindia.com 8 " INSIGHTSIAS
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Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Lonly
b)1,2
)23
di1,23

Solution: b)

The Unemployment Rate (or UER) is the percentage of people in the labour force who demanded work but did
not get it.

The labour force includes those who are employed and those who are looking for work but unable to get it (i.e.
unemployed).

So, what has been happening over the past decade is that the Labour Force Participation Rate in India has been
falling. As such, often when it appears that UER has fallen, it is not because more jobs have been created but
because fewer people have demanded jobs (in other words, the LFPR has fallen).

Since millions do not formally “demand” work, there is an undercounting of unemployed people in India. This is
why UER fails to adequately capture the unemployment distress in India.

18) "Angel investor" means any person who proposes to invest in an angel fund and satisfies which of the
following conditions?
1. Has experience as a serial entrepreneur
2. Has early stage investment experience
3. Is a senior management professional with at least ten years of experience
Select the correct answer code:
a)l,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
di1,23

Solution: d)

"Angel investor" means any person who proposes to invest in an angel fund and satisfies one of the following
conditions, namely,

(a) an individual investor who has net tangible assets of at least two crore rupees excluding value of his principal
residence, and who:

(i) has early stage investment experience, or

(ii) has experience as a serial entrepreneur, or

(iii) is a senior management professional with at least ten years of experience;

(‘Early stage investment experience' shall mean prior experience in investing in start-up or emerging or early-
stage ventures and 'serial entrepreneur' shall mean a person who has promoted or co-promoted more than one
start-up venture.)

INSIGHTSIAS
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2. Ecology and Environment

1) Consider the following statements.

1. The Tamil Nadu government recently launched Nilgiri Tahr conservation project, an initiative for the
conservation of the Nilgiri Tahr.

2. There are multiple references to the Nilgiri Tahr in Tamil Sangam literature.

3. Nilgiri Tahr is an endangered species, endemic to western ghats.
Which of the above statement sis/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,3

c)23

di1,23

Solution: d)

Tamil Nadu government launched Nilgiri Tahr conservation project, an initiative for the conservation of the
Nilgiri Tahr, the State animal.

Under the Nilgiri Tahr project, the government plans to develop a better understanding of the Nilgiri Tahr
population through surveys and radio telemetry studies; reintroduce the Tahrs to their historical habitat;
address proximate threats; and increase public awareness of the species. The project is to be implemented from
2022 to 2027.

According to the order, there are multiple references to the Nilgiri Tahr in Tamil Sangam literature dating back
to 2,000 years. The late Mesolithic (10,000-4,000 BC) paintings highlight the significance of the Tahr in folklore,
culture and life. It was designated as the State animal in recognition of its ecological and cultural significance.
The animal is endemic to the Western Ghats. It is protected under Schedule-I| of the Wildlife (Protection) Act of
India, 1972.

It is an endangered species and the sole Caprinae species found in the tropical mountains of southern India. The
animal inhabits meadows with steep cliffs at elevations between 300 metres and 2,600 metre above sea level. It
is estimated that there are 3,122 Nilgiri Tahrs in the wild.

Source

2) Consider the following statements regarding Red Sanders.

1. Red Sanders is a flora-species that is endemic to Western Ghats.

2. It is listed under ‘endangered list’ in the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red
List.

3. The export of Red Sanders from India is prohibited.
Which of the above statement sis/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 2 only

c)2,3

di1,23

Solution: ¢)

e Red Sanders is a flora-species that is endemic to a distinct tract of forests in Eastern Ghats region of Andhra
Pradesh and fall under ‘endangered list’ in the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red
List.

e Red Sanders is also listed in Appendix-Il of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wildlife Fauna and Flora (CITES).

www.insightsonindia.com 10 "
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e ltsrich hue and therapeutic properties are responsible for its high demand across Asia, particularly China, for
use in cosmetics, medicinal products and high-end furniture/woodcraft.
e The export of Red Sanders from India is prohibited as per the Foreign Trade Policy.

Source

3) Consider the following statements.

1. Signatories to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) meet annually to work on a global plan to
halt biodiversity loss and restore natural ecosystems.

2. The 15th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) delivered a new
agreement called the Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF), which contains goals and targets that need to be
achieved by 2030.

3. Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) was the outcome of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

di,23

Solution: ¢)

A major international environmental conference has just concluded in Montreal, Canada, promising to take
urgent action to protect and restore the world’s biodiversity.

Signatories to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), a 1993 agreement, meet every two years — not
annually like the climate meetings — to work on a global plan to halt biodiversity loss and restore natural
ecosystems. The Montreal meeting was the 15th edition of this conference, hence the name COP15 — or the 15th
Conference of the Parties to the CBD.

The Montreal Conference has delivered a new agreement called the Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF),
which contains four goals and 23 targets that need to be achieved by 2030. The GBF is being compared to the
2015 Paris Agreement on climate change that is guiding global climate action.

The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the CBD were both outcomes of the 1992 Rio
Earth Summit — as was the third member of the family, the Convention to Combat Desertification (CCD), which
deals specifically with the issue of land degradation.

Source

4) Consider the following statements.

1. Palghat Gap is a major break in the Western Ghats mountain range located between the Nilgiri Hills
and Anaimalai Hills.

2. Most elephant reserves in India are found in the flat terrain and very few of them are located in the
mountainous habitats.

3. Asian elephant has been listed as Endangered on the IUCN Red List.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b)1,2

c)1,3

di,23

Solution: c)

A recent article says the endangered Asian Elephant has lost most of its “optimal” habitat: flat terrain that is
easily negotiable.
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The WG [Western Ghats] is an escarpment running north—south along the western coastline of India, interrupted
towards the south by the low-lying Palghat Gap that separates the northern from the southern elephant
populations. This gap has been transformed by agriculture for several centuries, is 3 km at its narrowest, and 40
km at its widest.

The Palghat Gap is a break in the Ghats that is “relatively flat and consequently easily negotiable by elephants”.
However, human settlements and crop cultivation have hindered the movement of the elephants, keeping them
confined to the hilly areas, considered sub-optimal habitats.

Over thousands of years, elephants roamed freely across South-East Asia, all the way to China, but
“anthropogenic pressures” have restricted them to mountain chains. Ironically, most elephant reserves in
India are found in mountainous habitats.

Source

5) Consider the following statements.

1. As trees grow older, certain parts of it become dead wood, which is eventually decomposed by
microbes and insects like termites.

2. Termites release carbon from dead wood in the form of carbon dioxide and methane.

3. As temperature rises, the decomposition activity of the termites reduces accordingly.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d)1,2,3

Solution: a)

A recent study has found that termites decompose wood at a much higher rate in warmer conditions. For every
10 degrees Celsius increase in temperature, their decomposition activity goes up by almost seven times, it
added.

The study also revealed that as the Earth gets warmer, termites will rapidly spread across the world. This could, in
turn, lead to a further rise in global temperatures, because these small insects while consuming deadwood
release carbon into the atmosphere.

The researcher also observed that these wood-eating termites were able to survive in warm and dry conditions,
unlike microbes that need water to grow. Therefore, with “tropicalization (i.e., warming shifts to tropical
climates), termite wood decay will likely increase as termites access more of Earth’s surface.”

Although these insects are already found in colder areas, they play a limited role in the decaying of wood in
comparison to fungi and bacteria.

As a tree grows older, certain parts of it die and become dead wood, which is eventually decomposed by
microbes and insects like termites. The decaying of dead wood results in the release of not only a variety of
nutrients but also carbon.

According to the study, termites release carbon from dead wood in the form of carbon dioxide and methane,
two of the most important greenhouse gases. So, an increase in termite population and their faster decomposing
activity can cause more greenhouse emissions, resulting in a hotter planet.

Source

6) Consider the following statements.
1. Carbon sinks are natural systems that suck up and store carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.

2. A forest is considered a carbon sink if it absorbs more carbon than it releases.
[ J
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3. The Earth’s land and oceans absorb about half of all carbon dioxide emissions from human activities.

4. Continental forests store at least ten times more carbon than Mangroves, seagrass beds and salt
marshes.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b) 1,2, 4

c)1,3,4

d1,2,3

Solution: d)

Carbon sinks are natural systems that suck up and store carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. The Earth’s land
and oceans absorb about half of all carbon dioxide emissions from human activities.

Mangroves, seagrass beds and salt marshes store at least ten times more carbon than continental forests.
Sedimentary rocks in the Earth’s crust contain loads of carbon compounds, including the hydrocarbons we use as
fossil fuels that leads to excess carbon dioxide in our atmosphere.

A forest is considered a carbon sink if it absorbs more carbon than it releases. Worryingly, the Amazon
rainforest is now releasing instead of absorbing carbon dioxide.

7) Consider the following statements regarding Green Status of Species.

1. Itis a new Global Standard to measure how close a species is being fully ecologically functional across
its range.

2. It was launched by UNFCCC.

3. It measures how much the species has recovered due to conservation efforts.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d 1,23

Solution: b)

The IUCN Green Status of Species, a new Global Standard to measure how close a species is to being fully
ecologically functional across its range, and how much it has recovered thanks to conservation action.

8) Consider the following statements regarding Green Bonds.

1. Green bonds can be issued by any sovereign entity, inter-governmental groups or corporates.

2. In India, the Sovereign Green Bonds are issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change (MoEFCC).

3. In India, the proceeds raised from Sovereign Green Bonds can be used to finance or refinance
expenditure for various green projects, including in renewable energy, clean transportation, climate change
adaptation, pollution and prevention control and green buildings.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d1i,23

Solution: b)

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced that it will, for the first-time, issue Sovereign Green Bonds (SgrBs)
worth Rs 16,000 crore, in two tranches of Rs 8,000 crore each in the current financial year.
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Green bonds are bonds issued by any sovereign entity, inter-governmental groups or alliances and corporates
with the aim that the proceeds of the bonds are utilised for projects classified as environmentally sustainable.
The framework for the sovereign green bond was issued by the government on November 9, 2022.

The Union Budget 2022-23 made an announcement to issue Sovereign Green Bonds.

The issuance of the Sovereign Green Bonds will help the Indian government in tapping the requisite finance from
potential investors for deployment in public sector projects aimed at reducing the carbon intensity of the
economy.

The government will use the proceeds raised from SGrBs to finance or refinance expenditure (in parts or whole)
for various green projects, including in renewable energy, clean transportation, energy efficiency, climate
change adaptation, sustainable water and waste management, pollution and prevention control and green
buildings. In renewable energy, investments will be made in solar, wind, biomass and hydropower energy
projects.

Source

9) Consider the following statements regarding Liquified natural gas (LNG).

1. LNG is a natural gas reduced to a liquid state (liquefaction) through intense heating.

2. It is constituted almost wholly of methane.

3. One of the main drawbacks of LNG is that it cannot be easily transported around the world by ships.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 2 only

c)2,3

d)1,3

Solution: b)

LNG is natural gas reduced to a liquid state (liquefaction) through intense cooling to around -161 degrees
Celsius (-259 Fahrenheit). This liquid gas is 600 times smaller than the original volume and is half the weight of
water.

The compressed fossil fuel, which is constituted almost wholly of methane— a potent greenhouse gas —, can be
transported around the world by ship. After arriving at its destination, the cargo is regasified in a floating
terminal and redistributed through pipelines.

But despite LNG’s export potential, the high cost of liquefaction and producing LNG has limited its market.

The cooling, liquefying and transport processes, as well as the post-transport regasification procedures, also
require a lot of energy.

Because of LNG’s much more complex production and transport process, the risks of methane leakages along the
production, transport and regasification chain are simply much higher and therefore much more emissions-
intensive.

Source

10) Consider the following statements regarding Vampire bats.
1. Vampire bats are the only mammals which feed solely on blood.
2. They mainly inhabit the warmer regions of Indian Sub-continent.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) Lonly
b) 2 only
[ J
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c) Both1and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: a)

Vampire bats, which inhabit warmer regions of Latin America and boast wingspans of about 18 cm, are the only
mammals with a blood-only diet. They reside in colonies of thousands.

Specializing in a diet of 100% blood is already quite rare among vertebrates.

11) Consider the following statements regarding the benefits of Pulses on Environment.

1. Pulses enhance soil fertility and reduce the consumption of major fertilisers required for the cultivation
of food crops.

2. The roots of pulses and legumes contain soil enriching bacteria collectively known as Rhizobium.

3. Pulses perform biological fixation of environmental nitrogen.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,3

b) 1,2
)2,3
)1, 2

[oXNg)

,3
Solution: d)

The roots of pulses and legumes contain soil enriching bacteria collectively known as Rhizobium. Therefore
pulses perform biological fixation of environmental nitrogen. They also increase organic matter in the soil,
improve quality and maintain its biodiversity. Pulses enhance fertility and reduce the consumption of major
fertilisers required for the cultivation of food crops by millions of tonnes globally.

12) Consider the following statements.
1. In India more than 50 per cent of installed electricity capacity comes from non-fossil fuel sources.
2. India is among the top five countries with largest renewable energy producer.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

In India, which is the world’s third largest producer of renewable energy, nearly 40 per cent of installed
electricity capacity comes from non-fossil fuel sources.

Source

13) Consider the following statements.

1. Carbon sequestration is the process of capturing and storing atmospheric carbon dioxide.

2. Forests and other land vegetation absorbing carbon dioxide during photosynthesis is one of the ways of
Carbon sequestration.

3. An area which absorbs more carbon than releases it, is considered as carbon sink.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,3

)23

di1,23
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Solution: d)

Carbon sequestration is a crucial part of the global carbon cycle, as it is the process of capturing and storing
atmospheric carbon dioxide. One of the ways this happens is when forests and other land vegetation absorb
carbon dioxide during photosynthesis.

According to a 2014 NASA-led study, tropical forests remove up to 30 per cent of human carbon dioxide
emissions from the atmosphere and make for an important carbon sink — an area which absorbs more carbon
than releases it. Therefore, they have a significant role in keeping global temperatures low.

Source

14) Consider the following statements regarding Rare earth elements.

1. Rare earth elements are a set of 17 chemical elements in the periodic table that have similar chemical
properties.

2. Rare earth elements are not radioactive in nature.

3. They are used in space shuttle components, jet engine turbines, and drones.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

di,23

Solution: b)

Rare earth elements or rare earth metals are a set of 17 chemical elements in the periodic table — the 15
lanthanides, plus scandium and yttrium, which tend to occur in the same ore deposits as the lanthanides, and
have similar chemical properties.

The 17 rare earths are cerium (Ce), dysprosium (Dy), erbium (Er), europium (Eu), gadolinium (Gd), holmium (Ho),
lanthanum (La), lutetium (Lu), neodymium (Nd), praseodymium (Pr), promethium (Pm), samarium (Sm), scandium
(Sc), terbium (Tb), thulium (Tm), ytterbium (Yb), and yttrium (Y).

Despite their classification, most of these elements are not really “rare”. One of the rare earths, promethium, is
radioactive.

These elements are important in technologies of consumer electronics, computers and networks,
communications, clean energy, advanced transportation, healthcare, environmental mitigation, and national
defence, among others.

Scandium is used in televisions and fluorescent lamps, and yttrium is used in drugs to treat rheumatoid arthritis
and cancer. Rare earth elements are used in space shuttle components, jet engine turbines, and drones.
Cerium, the most abundant rare earth element, is essential to NASA’s Space Shuttle Programme.

Source

15) Which of the following explains why we should move away from coal-based power generation?
1. There are several occupational hazards associated with coal mining like Pneumoconiosis and asthma.
2. Coal emits nearly twice as much carbon dioxide as natural gas.
3. Opencast mining and underground mining of coal affect the vegetation pattern.
4. Combusting coal also leaves behind partially burnt carbon particles that feed pollution and trigger
respiratory disorders.
Select the correct answer code:
a)1,2,3
b)1,3,4
c)2,3,4
d1,23,4
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Solution: d)

e Coal emits nearly twice as much carbon dioxide as natural gas and about 60% more than oil, on a kilogram
comparison having a greater role in global warming.

e Combusting coal also leaves behind partially burnt carbon particles that feed pollution and trigger
respiratory disorders.

e Environmental issues associated with Coal Mining that is air pollution, water pollution, soil pollution etc.

e Opencast mining and underground mining of coal affect the vegetation pattern.

e Several occupational hazards are associated with coal mining: Pneumoconiosis (by inhaling coal dust),
allergies and asthma, noise hazard etc.

16) Consider the following statements regarding Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs).
1. Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) have the property of long-range environmental transport (LRET).
2. Exposure to POPs can lead to cancer and diseases of immune system.
3. As we move up the food chain, concentrations of POPs tend to decrease so that animals at the top of
the food chain tend to have the low concentrations of these chemicals.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)1,3
b)2,3
1,23
d)1,2

Solution: d)

Exposure to POPs can lead to cancer, damage to central & peripheral nervous systems, diseases of immune
system, reproductive disorders and interference with normal infant and child development.

Uniqueness of POPs:

e POPs are lipophilic, which means that they accumulate in the fatty tissue of living animals and human
beings.

e Infatty tissue, the concentrations can become magnified by up to 70 000 times higher than the
background levels.

e Asyou move up the food chain, concentrations of POPs tend to increase so that animals at the top of
the food chain such as fish, predatory birds, mammals, and humans tend to have the greatest
concentrations of these chemicals.

17) Consider the following statements regarding Carbonisation.

1. It involves pyrolysis of organic carbon to produce coke.

2. Wood does not undergo carbonisation.

3. A major advantage of industrial carbonisation is that no carbon monoxide emissions are involved.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b)1,2

1,3

di1,23

Solution: a)

Fossil fuels generally are the products of the carbonisation of vegetable matter. The term carbonisation is also
applied to the pyrolysis of coal to produce coke. Carbonisation is also a stage in the charcoal making process, and
is considered the most important step of all since it has such power to influence the whole process from the
growing tree to the final distribution of charcoal to various sources. The gas produced by carbonisation has a
high content of carbon monoxide which is poisonous when breathed.
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3. Geography

1) Consider the following statements regarding Niger River.
1. The Niger River is the second-longest river in Africa after the Nile river.
2. The River is named after the country Niger because the entire river flows through it.
3. Its source is in the Guinea Highlands.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)1,2
b)1,3
c) 3 only
d)2,3

Solution: c)

The Niger River is the main river of West Africa, extending about 4,180 km (2,600 mi). Its drainage basin is
2,117,700 km? in area. Its source is in the Guinea Highlands. It runs in a crescent shape through Mali, Niger, on
the border with Benin and then through Nigeria, discharging through a massive delta, known as the Niger Delta,
into the Gulf of Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean. The Niger is the third-longest river in Africa, exceeded by

the Nile and the Congo River. Its main tributary is the Benue River.

2) Consider the following statements regarding Black Sea.
1. The Black Sea is a marginal mediterranean sea of the Atlantic Ocean lying between Europe and Asia.
2. Danube, Dnieper and Colorado River drains into the Black Sea.
3. Russia, Turkey, and Ukraine borders Black Sea.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1,2
1,3
d)2,3

Solution: c)

The Black Sea is a marginal mediterranean sea of the Atlantic Ocean lying between Europe and Asia, east of
the Balkans, south of the East European Plain, west of the Caucasus, and north of Anatolia. It is bounded by
Bulgaria, Georgia, Romania, Russia, Turkey, and Ukraine. The Black Sea is supplied by major rivers, principally
the Danube, Dnieper, and Don.

The Colorado River is a major river in the Southwestern United States and northern Mexico.

3) Consider the following statements.

1. A heat dome occurs when an area of high-pressure traps warm air over a region for an extended period
of time.

2. The jet stream is an area of fast-moving air high in the atmosphere.

3. The heat dome’s formation does not have any relation to the behaviour of the jet stream.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 2 only

b)1,2

c)2,3

di,23

Solution: b)

A heat dome occurs when an area of high-pressure traps warm air over a region, just like a lid on a pot, for an
extended period of time. The longer that air remains trapped, the more the sun works to heat the air, producing
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warmer conditions with every passing day. Heat domes generally stay for a few days but sometimes they can
extend up to weeks, which might cause deadly heat waves.

Scientists suggest that any region of high pressure, whether a heat dome or not, forces air to sink and once it
reaches the ground, it gets compressed and becomes even warmer. Moreover, when air sinks, it gets drier and
further raises the temperature of the area.

The heat dome’s formation is related to the behaviour of the jet stream — an area of fast-moving air high in
the atmosphere. The jet stream is believed to have a wave-like pattern that keeps moving from north to south
and then north again. When these waves get bigger and elongated, they move slowly and sometimes can become
stationary. This is when a high-pressure system gets stuck and leads to the occurrence of a heat dome.

Although heat domes are likely to have always existed, researchers say that climate change may be making them
more intense and longer.

Source

4) Consider the following statements.
1. India is the largest producer of coal in the world.
2. Jharkhand, Odisha, and Chhattisgarh account for almost 70% of the total known coal reserves in India.
3. According to the present rules, coal mines in a state can be allocated to different state for its extraction
and use.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) lonly
b)1,3
c)2,3
d) 1,2

Solution: c)

Coal deposits are primarily found in eastern and south-central India. Jharkhand, Odisha,
and Chhattisgarh accounted for almost 70% of the total known coal reserves in India.

India is the world’s second largest coal producer.
Coal mines in a state can be allocated to different state for its extraction and use.

5) Consider the following statements.
1. Glaciers are the largest source of freshwater in the Himalayan ecosystem.
2. A glacial lake outburst flood (GLOF) is caused by the failure of a dam containing a glacial lake.
3. There is considerable shrinking of glacial lakes across the Himalayas, in recent decade.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)1,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
di,23

Solution: a)

Glaciers are the largest source of freshwater outside of the polar regions. Glaciers and snow melt in the
Himalayan ecosystem are the source of water for several rivers across the subcontinent, and are responsible for
maintaining the perennial supply of water in the river systems like the Indus, Ganges, and Brahmaputra to over a
billion people.
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Some models predict that an increase in global temperatures by 2°C from 1850 by 2070 would result in 45% of
the medium and large glaciers (10 sq km or more) disappearing completely. Nearly 70% smaller glaciers are likely
to melt away. Shrinking glaciers have led to the formation of a large number of glacial lakes all across the
Himalayas. Many of these high-altitude lakes are potentially dangerous, because of their potential to cause flash
floods in the event of a breach.

A glacial lake outburst flood (GLOF) is a type of outburst flood caused by the failure of a dam containing a
glacial lake.

6) Consider the following statements regarding heat dome.

1. A heat dome occurs when an area of low-pressure traps warm air over a region.

2. Heat domes generally stay for a few days but sometimes they can extend up to weeks, which might
cause heat waves.

3. The heat dome’s formation is related to the behaviour of the jet stream.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c) 2 only

d)2,3

Solution: d)

A heat dome occurs when an area of high-pressure traps warm air over a region, just like a lid on a pot, for an
extended period of time. The longer that air remains trapped, the more the sun works to heat the air, producing
warmer conditions with every passing day. Heat domes generally stay for a few days but sometimes they can
extend up to weeks, which might cause deadly heat waves.

Scientists suggest that any region of high pressure, whether a heat dome or not, forces air to sink and once it
reaches the ground, it gets compressed and becomes even warmer. Moreover, when air sinks, it gets drier and
further raises the temperature of the area.

The heat dome’s formation is related to the behaviour of the jet stream — an area of fast-moving air high in the
atmosphere. The jet stream is believed to have a wave-like pattern that keeps moving from north to south and
then north again. When these waves get bigger and elongated, they move slowly and sometimes can become
stationary. This is when a high-pressure system gets stuck and leads to the occurrence of a heat dome.

Although heat domes are likely to have always existed, researchers say that climate change may be making them
more intense and longer. They suggest with the rising temperatures, it is expected that the jet stream will
become more wavy and will have larger deviations, causing more frequent extreme heat events.

Source

7) Which of the following factors can lead to land subsidence?
1. Earthquakes
2. Soil erosion
3. Obstruction of the natural flow of water
4. Soil compaction
5. Hydel power activities
Select the correct answer code:
a)l1,2,3,4
b)1,3,4,5
c)1,2,4,5
d)1,23,4,5

Solution: d)

INSIGHTSIAS
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According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), subsidence is the “sinking of the
ground because of underground material movement”. It can happen for a host of reasons, man-made or natural,
such as the removal of water, oil, or natural resources, along with mining activities. Earthquakes, soil erosion,
and soil compaction are also some of the well-known causes of subsidence.

The exact reason behind Joshimath land subsidence is still unknown but experts suggest that the incident might
have occurred because of unplanned construction, over-population, obstruction of the natural flow of water
and hydel power activities. Not only this, the area is a seismic zone, which makes it prone to frequent
earthquakes.

Experts say that unplanned and unauthorised construction has led to the blocking of the natural flow of water,
which eventually results in frequent landslides.

Source

8) Consider the following statements regarding Mahadayi river.

1. Mahadayi originates from the Bhimgad Wildlife Sanctuary.

2. Kalasa and Banduri are the tributaries of the Mahadayi river.

3. The river flows in the states of Karnataka, Goa and Maharashtra.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

di,2,3

Solution: d)

Mahadayi originates inside the Bhimgad Wildlife Sanctuary in the Belagavi district of Karnataka and flows into
the Arabian Sea in Goa.

The river flows in the states of Karnataka, Goa and Maharashtra.
Kalasa and Banduri are the two tributaries of the Mahadayi river.
Source

9) Consider the following statements regarding cold waves over north India.
1. The IMD records a cold wave when the minimum temperature in the plains is 4 degrees Celsius or less.
2. One of the major factors contributing to colder than normal temperatures over north India is the large-
scale fog cover.
3. Westerly and north-westerly winds in the afternoon also contribute to the dip in temperature.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)1,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
d1i,23

Solution: d)

The IMD marks a cold wave in terms of minimum temperatures — when the minimum temperature in the plains
is 4 degrees Celsius or less or when the minimum temperature is less than 10 degrees and 4.5 to 6.4 degrees
below the normal.

One of the major factors contributing to colder than normal temperatures over north India this month is the
large-scale fog cover.
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While westerly and northwesterly winds of around 5 to 10 kmph in the afternoon have also been contributing
to the dip in temperature, an important factor is fog, which has been lasting for longer durations, preventing
sunlight from reaching the surface and affecting the radiation balance.

Foggy or cloudy nights are usually associated with warmer nights, but if the fog remains for two or three days,
cooling begins even at night.

Light winds and high moisture near the land surface have been contributing to the formation of a blanket of fog
over large swathes of the Indo-Gangetic plains in the morning.

Since there has not been any significant impact of western disturbances over the region, cold northwesterly winds
have also been contributing to low temperatures. Western disturbances, which are storms from the
Mediterranean region, are associated with a change in wind direction, bringing easterly winds to northwest India.

Source

10) Consider the following statements.

1. Iron ore occurs most abundantly in the form of carbonates.

2. Hematite is the most abundant iron ore mineral and is the main constituent of the iron ore industry in
India.

3. The major Hematite type iron deposits are located in the States of Odisha, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 2,3

1,3

di,2,3

Solution: b)

Iron ore occurs most abundantly in the form of oxides. Other forms are carbonates, hydroxides, sulphides and
silicates. It is also found in association with titanium dioxide.

Hematite is the most abundant iron ore mineral and is the main constituent of the iron ore industry in India.

The major Hematite type iron deposits are located in well-defined belts in the States of Odisha, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Goa and Karnataka.

11) Which of the following mineral deposits/rocks are present in India?
1. Iridium
2. Nepheline Syenite
3. Palladium
4. Rhodium
5. Ruthenium
Select the correct answer code:
a)1,2,3,4
b)1,3,4,5
1,23
d1i,2,3,4,5

Solution: d)

The high concentration of iridium in the geological section at Anjar, Kutch district, provides evidence for a
massive meteoritic impact that caused the extinction of dinosaurs about 65 million years ago.

A national geological monument exhibiting a unique rock called Nepheline Syenite in Ajmer district of Rajasthan.
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Baula-Nausahi, a 3-km-long belt, 170 km north east of Bhubaneswar, is the proven platinum group of elements
(PGE) deposit in India. PGE comprises six greyish to silver white metals including platinum, palladium, iridium,
rhodium, osmium and ruthenium.

12) The term ‘Pineapple Express’, recently seen in news is related to
a) An Economic theory
b) Atmospheric phenomenon
c) Historical Newspaper
d) Framing technique

Solution: b)

Forecasters said the rain arriving in California is being caused by a “true Pineapple Express” — a specific example
of a common atmospheric phenomenon that resembles a conveyor belt for moisture.

Recently California and other parts of the West Coast have been hit with a series of what meteorologists call
atmospheric rivers — long, narrow regions in the atmosphere that transport most of the water vapor outside the
tropics.

Is ‘Pineapple Express’ a common phenomenon?

These rivers in the sky occur often on the West Coast but can happen in other locations, including the eastern
United States, where they often channel moisture from the Caribbean. And they carry a lot of moisture — enough
water vapor to equal or sometimes exceed the average flow of the Mississippi River at the point where it flows
into the Gulf of Mexico.

When this moisture begins to interact with land, it can fall as rain or snow. Often, as is the case lately in California,
the precipitation is abundant because these atmospheric rivers provide a continuous flow of moisture.

Although atmospheric rivers come in different shapes and sizes, for one to be a “true Pineapple Express,” location
matters. The tail end, where the moisture is pulled into the atmosphere, must start near Hawaii. Then the river
must stretch continuously through the atmosphere to the U.S. West Coast.

Source

13) Consider the following statements regarding ‘Drought Management in India’

1. Drought is generally considered as a deficiency in rainfall /precipitation over an extended period,
usually a season or more.

2. Drought does not fall within the definition of “disaster” in the Disaster Management Act, 2005.

3. State Government is the final authority when it comes to declaring a region as drought affected.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1only

b)1,2

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: ¢)

Drought is generally considered as a deficiency in rainfall /precipitation over an extended period, usually a
season or more, resulting in a water shortage causing adverse impacts on vegetation, animals, and/or people.
There is no single, legally accepted definition of drought in India. Some states resort to their own definitions of
drought. State Government is the final authority when it comes to declaring a region as drought affected.

The Supreme Court of India in its verdict in the matter of Swaraj Abhiyan Vs Union of India stated that drought
would certainly fall within the definition of “disaster” as defined under Section 2(d) of the Disaster
Management (DM) Act, 2005.

[ J
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4. Government Schemes and Programmes

1) Vibrant Villages Programme (VVP) scheme aims to
a) Sustainable placements for the rural poor youth
b) Improve watershed management practices to help farmers become more resilient to climate change
c) Develop Rurban clusters across rural areas in India
d) Enhance infrastructure in villages along India's Northern border

Solution: d)
VVP was announced in the Union Budget FY 2022-23.

VVP is aiming at enhancing infrastructure in villages along India's border with China, in states like Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and Arunachal Pradesh.

Activities under the VVP include building infrastructure such as housing, tourist centres, road connectivity,
providing decentralised renewable energy, direct-to-home access for Doordarshan and educational channels, and
support for livelihood generation.

Source

2) Consider the following statements regarding National Pension Scheme (NPS).

1. The Scheme is regulated by Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

2. Only Indian citizens are eligible under NPS.

3. The shift to NPS was undertaken due to concerns over the coverage, sustainability, and scalability of
the old pension framework.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,3

b) 2,3

c) 3 only

d) None of the above

Solution: c)

The issue of the old pension scheme (OPS) versus the new pension scheme (NPS) has dominated news since a
long time now. Some state governments recently announced their plan to implement the old pension scheme
(OPS) by replacing the National Pension Scheme (NPS).

National Pension System (NPS) is a pension cum investment scheme launched by Government of India to provide
old age security to Citizens of India. It brings an attractive long-term saving avenue to effectively plan your
retirement through safe and regulated market-based return. The Scheme is regulated by Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA). National Pension System Trust (NPST) established by PFRDA is
the registered owner of all assets under NPS.

Any individual citizen of India (both resident and Non-resident) in the age group of 18-70 years (as on the date
of submission of NPS application) can join NPS.

Opening multiple NPS accounts for an individual is not allowed under NPS.

3) Consider the following statements regarding Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MGNREGA).
1. The scheme guarantees “the right to work”.
2. One must be Citizen of India to seek MGNREGA benefits.
3. The Gram Sabha is the principal forum for wage seekers to raise their voices and make demands.
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4. At the time of application, the Job seeker must have completed 21 years of age.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,2,3

c)1,2,4

d) 23,4

Solution: b)

MGNREGA:

o The scheme was introduced as a social measure that guarantees “the right to work”.

o The key tenet of this social measure and labour law is that the local government will have to legally provide at
least 100 days of wage employment in rural India to enhance their quality of life.

® Proactively ensuring social inclusion by strengthening the livelihood base of rural poor.

Creation of durable assets in rural areas such as wells, ponds, roads and canals.

Must be Citizen of India to seek MGNREGA benefits.

Job seeker has completed 18 years of age at the time of application.

The applicant must be part of a local household (i.e. application must be made with local Gram Panchayat).
Applicants must volunteer for unskilled labour.

The Ministry of Rural Development (MRD), Govt of India is monitoring the entire implementation of this
scheme in association with state governments.

e Right to get unemployment allowance in case employment is not provided within fifteen days of submitting
the application or from the date when work is sought.

e Social Audit of MGNREGA works is mandatory, which lends to accountability and transparency.

e The Gram Sabha is the principal forum for wage seekers to raise their voices and make demands.

e |tisthe Gram Sabha and the Gram Panchayat which approves the shelf of works under MGNREGA and fix
their priority.

4) Consider the following statements.
1. The National Ganga Council is chaired by the Prime Minister of India.
2. The National Ganga Council includes several Union ministers other than the Ministry of Jal Shakti.
3. The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) makes urban river management plans (URMPs) and river
sensitive master planning mandatory for river cities.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)1,3
b) 2,3
1,2
di,23

Solution: c)
The meeting of the National Ganga Council will be held under the chairmanship of Prime Minister.
The Council is the apex authority responsible for cleaning the river and includes the Chief Ministers of Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal as members. The Council also includes several Union

ministers, including the Finance Minister, Rural Development Minister and Power Minister.

National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has proposed making urban river management plans (URMPs) and
river sensitive master planning mandatory for river cities.

Source

5) Consider the following statements.
1. The National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) exercises powers under the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986.
[ J
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2. NMCG has powers to issue directives regulating mining activities on the Ganga river banks and
activities like the immersion of idols.
3. Ganga Praharis are the trained volunteers who encourage community participation in cleaning the river
Ganga.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)l,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
d)1,2,3

Solution: d)

In 2016, the government issued a notification to authorise the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) to
exercise powers under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. As a result, NMCG officials regularly conducted
surprise checks on sewage treatment plants (STPs) and issued notices/directions to authorities wherever
required. NMCG also issued directives regulating mining activities on river banks, prohibiting encroachment and
regulating activities like the immersion of idols.

To encourage community participation in cleaning the river, an awareness campaign is regularly carried out in
cities, towns and villages alongside Ganga through a newly-established community force called “Ganga
Praharis”.

Source

6) Consider the following statements regarding Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award (PBSA).

1. PSBA is conferred by the President of India as part of the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention.

2. Both Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) and organisations established and run by NRIs are conferred PBSA in
recognition of their outstanding achievements both in India and abroad.
Which of the above statement sis/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: ¢)

Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award is the highest honour conferred on overseas Indians during the Pravasi
Bharatiya Divas Convention.

The PSBA is conferred by the President of India as part of the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas Convention on Non-
Resident Indians (NRIs), Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) or organisations established and run by NRIs or PIOs in
recognition of their outstanding achievements — both in India and abroad.

A jury-cum-awards committee, with (the) Vice President as the chairman and External Affairs Minister as the vice-
chair and other distinguished members from various walks of life considered the nominations...and unanimously
selected the awardees.

Source

7) Consider the following statements.

1. January 9 was selected to celebrate Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas, as it was the date when Mahatma Gandhi
returned to India from South Africa in 1915.

2. Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award is given as part of Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas, which is the highest
honour conferred to a Non-Resident Indian, Person of Indian Origin; or an organisation or institution established
and run by them.

[ J
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3. The President of India acts as a chairman for the jury-cum-awards committee of Pravasi Bharatiya
Samman Award.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) lonly

b)1,2

1,3

d)1,2,3

Solution: b)
The 17th edition of the Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas (PBD) was commemorated on January 9.
January 9 was selected as it was the date when Mahatma Gandhi returned to India from South Africa in 1915.

An award called The Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award is given out as part of the programme. According to the
official website, “It is the highest honour conferred on a Non-Resident Indian, Person of Indian Origin; or an
organisation or institution established and run by them.”

The award is to commemorate the contribution of the Indian diaspora to create a better understanding of India
abroad, support India’s causes and work for the welfare of the local Indian community.

“A jury-cum-awards committee, with (the) Vice President as the chairman and External Affairs Minister as the
vice-chair and other distinguished members from various walks of life considered the nominations...and
unanimously selected the awardees.

Source

8) Consider the following statements regarding Aspirational Blocks Programme.

1. Aspirational Blocks Programme (ABP) is a new initiative launched on the lines of the Aspirational
District Programme.

2. The programme will cover 500 districts across states and Union Territories and private sector can also
contribute to the development of these blocks.

3. NITI Aayog, in partnership with the states, will release quarterly ranking of the blocks based on their
performance on development indicators covering sectors such as health, education and nutrition.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

di,23

Solution: d)

The Centre launched the Aspirational Blocks Programme (ABP), a new initiative on the lines of the Aspirational
District Programme.

The Aspirational District Programme is aimed at improving performance of districts lagging on various
development parameters.

Under the ABP, 500 blocks across states have been identified. NITI Aayog, in partnership with the states, will
release quarterly ranking of these blocks based on their performance on development indicators covering
sectors such as health, education and nutrition, among others.

While the Centre has put in place basic indicators for the rankings, states have been asked to include additional
indicators based on their requirements. “The states and NITI Aayog will work together.

Like the aspirational district programme, the private sector can also contribute to the development of these
blocks.
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Source

9) Consider the following statements.

1. PMGDISHA aim to provide digital literacy in rural India.

2. FutureSkills PRIME is a jointly conceived programme by Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY) and NITI Aayog.

3. Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) is the nodal ministry for E-Government
Development Index (EGDI).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d 1,23

Solution: b)
Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan (PMGDISHA) aim to provide digital literacy in rural India.

MeitY and NASSCOM have jointly conceived a programme titled “FutureSkills PRIME (Programme for Re-
skilling/Up-skilling of IT Manpower for Employability)”. The Programme is envisaged to provide re-skilling/ up-
skilling opportunities for B2C beneficiaries in 10 emerging technologies viz. Internet of Things, Big Data Analytics,
Artificial Intelligence, Robotic Process Automation, Additive Manufacturing/ 3D Printing, Cloud Computing, Social
& Mobile, Cyber Security, Augmented Reality/Virtual Reality, and Blockchain.

MeitY is the nodal ministry for E-Government Development Index (EGDI) along with two-line Ministries/
Departments viz. Department of Higher Education and Department of School Education and Literacy (DHE and
DoSEL). The EGDI is a composite measure of three important dimensions of e-government, namely: Online Service
Index, Telecommunication Infrastructure Index and the Human Capital Index.

Source

10) Consider the following statements regarding Census and Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC).

1. The Census is a statutory exercise and all data collected will be published in the local areas for public
scrutiny.

2. All the personal information given in the Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) is open for use by
Government departments to grant and/or restrict benefits to households.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) 1only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: a)

The Census is a statutory exercise conducted under the provisions of the Census Act 1948 and Rules made there
under.

All information collected under the Census is confidential and will not be shared with any agency - Government
or private.

According to the SECC website, “all the personal information given in the Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) is
open for use by Government departments to grant and/or restrict benefits to households”.

11) Consider the following statements regarding Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA).
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1. Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is a statutory body of Ministry of Women & Child
Development.

2. CARA is designated as the Central Authority to deal with inter-country adoptions in accordance with
the provisions of the Hague Convention on Inter-country Adoption, 1993.

3. CARA does not deal with adoption of orphan, abandoned and surrendered children.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d 1,23

Solution: a)

Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA) is a statutory body of Ministry of Women & Child Development,
Government of India. It functions as the nodal body for adoption of Indian children and is mandated to monitor
and regulate in-country and inter-country adoptions. CARA is designated as the Central Authority to deal with
inter-country adoptions in accordance with the provisions of the Hague Convention on Inter-country Adoption,
1993, ratified by Government of India in 2003.

CARA primarily deals with adoption of orphan, abandoned and surrendered children through its associated
/recognised adoption agencies.

Source

5. Science and Technology

1) Consider the following statements regarding Ethylene glycol.
1. Ethylene glycol is a colourless and odourless alcoholic compound that can be fatal if consumed.
2. It is mostly used as an automotive antifreeze and as a raw material for manufacturing polyester fibres.
3. Itisin a solid state at room temperature.
Which of the above statement sis/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1,2
1,3
d)2,3

Solution: b)

Ethylene glycol is a colourless and odourless alcoholic compound that can be fatal if consumed in high
concentrations.

The sweet-tasting ethylene glycol is a syrupy or viscous liquid at room temperature

It is mostly used as an automotive antifreeze and as a raw material for manufacturing polyester fibres. It is also
found in several products such as hydraulic brake fluids, stamp pad inks, ballpoint pens, solvents, paints,
cosmetics and plastics, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
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2) Consider the following statements regarding Tuberculosis (TB).
1. Tuberculosis is a bacterial infection caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis.
2. Not all people who become infected with TB will develop symptomes.
3. The disease affects only the lungs and not other parts of the body.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b)1,2
1,3
di1,2,3

Solution: b)

TUBERCULOSIS (TB):

e A bacterial infection caused by
MYCOBACTERIUM  TUBERCULOSIS. Not all
people who become infected with TB will
develop symptoms.

¢ Those who do not become ill are referred to
as having “latent TB” and cannot spread the
infection to others, while those who become ill
with “active TB disease” have symptoms like
coughing (sometime with sputum or blood),
chest pains, weakness, weight loss, fever, and
night sweats.

e The disease usually affects the lungs, but in
serious cases, it can affect other parts of the
body and, if not treated properly, can be fatal.

3) Phytorid technology, that was recently in news is related to
a) Producing nuclear fusion energy, or imitating the way energy is produced in the Sun.
b) Facial recognition technology

L T @ ITGTAG
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c) Waste Water treatment plant
d) Temperature data logger for cold chain management

Solution: c)

The Municipal Corporation of Tirupati (MCT) will be establishing India’s largest liquid waste treatment plant. The
plant will adopt the phytorid technology for its operation.

Phytorid technology involves the treatment of wastewater under a sedimentation process to eliminate solid
matter after which, the water is made to flow in a serpentine motion into a sub-surface chamber containing
multiple barricades.

Further, saplings are planted atop a porous medium containing gravel and stones which helps to eliminate the
organic matter.

Later, the water is made to flow through activated carbon filters to reduce the Biochemical Oxygen Demand to
5mg, which is lower than the national standard of 10mg put in place by the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs.

The Phytorid technology has been developed by CSIR’s National Environmental Engineering Research Institute
(NEERI).

4) Consider the following statements regarding Environmental enteropathy.

1. Environmental enteropathy is a disorder of chronic lungs inflammation.

2. The disorder is intricately connected to the poor environmental conditions.

3. It impacts the normal growth and cognitive development of children, leading to anaemia, stunting, and
wasting.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d 1,23

Solution: ¢)

What is environmental enteropathy?

e Insimple terms, environmental enteropathy is a disorder of the intestine which prevents the proper
absorption of nutrients, rendering them effectively useless.

e Since the disorder was intricately connected to the poor environmental conditions its victims lived in, it came
to be called “environmental enteropathy”.

e Diarrhoeal diseases, intestinal parasite infections and environmental enteropathy together impact the
normal growth and cognitive development of children, leading to anaemia, stunting, and wasting.

5) Consider the following statements regarding Silicosis.

1. Silicosis is part of the pneumoconiosis family of diseases, described as an occupational disease due to
dust exposure.

2. They are incurable, cause permanent disability and are totally preventable by available control
measures and technology.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) 1only

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: d)

INSIGHTSIAS
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Rajasthan — with the top-most share of over 17% in value of mineral production in the country, was the first to
notify silicosis as an ‘epidemic’ in 2015, under the Rajasthan Epidemic Diseases Act, 1957.

Silicosis is part of the pneumoconiosis family of diseases, described by the policy as occupational diseases due
to dust exposure... are incurable, cause permanent disability and are ‘totally preventable by available control
measures and technology’.

6) Consider the following statements.

1. Juice mission is NASA’s Jupiter Icy Moons Explorer mission.

2. Luna-25 is a planned lunar lander mission by Russia’s Roscosmos space agency.

3. Psyche is a NASA mission that will explore a metallic asteroid called 16 Psyche.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d1i,23

Solution: ¢)

The European Space Agency (ESA) plans to launch the Jupiter Icy Moons Explorer mission in April 2023. The
Juice mission will complete 35 fly-bys near Jupiter and will make detailed observations about the gas giant and its
three large ocean-bearing moons—Europa, Ganymede and Callisto. Apart from exploring Jupiter’s environment in
depth using the ten sensors aboard, the mission will also characterise its moons as both planetary objects and
potential habitat.

Russia’s Roscosmos space agency plans to launch its Luna-25 mission to the Moon in July 2023. Luna-25is a
planned lunar lander mission, which will be the country’s first since the Soviet Union’s Luna 24 mission in 1976.

Psyche is a NASA mission that will explore a 140-mile-wide (225 kilometers) metallic asteroid called 16 Psyche.
No spacecraft has ever visited an object like 16 Psyche, which is thought to be the exposed core of a demolished
planet. The mission, which was originally anticipated to launch in 2022 but was delayed to 2023, is expected to
provide important insight into planetary formation.

Source

7) Consider the following statements.
1. Sound travels faster in air than in water.
2. Marine animals are known to use sound to navigate, find food and protect themselves.
3. Dolphins use echolocation in order to locate food and other objects.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
di,23

Solution: ¢)

Dolphins are social mammals that communicate through squeaks, whistles and clicks. They also use echolocation
in order to locate food and other objects. Therefore, anthropogenic noise coming from large commercial ships,
military sonars or offshore drilling can severely impact their well-being.

Marine animals are known to use sound to navigate, find food and protect themselves. As sound travels faster
in water than air, it makes for an important mode of communication because it can convey a lot of information
quickly and over long distances. Scientists believe that fish species rely on sounds during reproductive activities,

including mate attraction, courtship and mate choice.
[ J

www.insightsonindia.com 32 " INSIGHTSIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/technology/science/esa-juice-mission-clicks-first-photo-of-jupiter-and-its-moons-even-before-its-launch-5962496/

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

However, several studies and incidents have shown that sounds made by drilling, commercial ships and military
operations lead to disruption of marine life.

Source

8) Consider the following statements.

1. In India, the main risk factor for tuberculosis (TB) is undernutrition.

2. At present there is no vaccine for tuberculosis (TB) disease.

3. The National TB prevalence survey is conducted by Indian Council of Medical Research and WHO.
Which of the above statement sis/are correct?

a) 1 only

b)1,3

c)2,3

di1,23

Solution: b)
The BCG vaccine for TB is 100 years old.
National TB prevalence survey - conducted by Indian Council of Medical Research and WHO

Considering the country’s goal of achieving TB elimination by 2025, the prevalence was 300 per 100,000,
bacteriologically confirmed TB cases.

In India, the main risk factor for TB is undernutrition. This is why we find TB incidence is higher in lower
economic groups, especially in tribal and remote rural areas and in the urban poor.

Source

9) Why are Bacteriophages seen as a possible therapy against multi-drug-resistant strains of many bacteria?
1. These are ubiquitous viruses found wherever bacteria exist and can kill bacteria.
2. They do not contain any RNA or DNA and thus cannot be infected by bacteria.
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: a)

A bacteriophage is a type of virus that infects bacteria. In fact, the word "bacteriophage" literally means
"bacteria eater," because bacteriophages destroy their host cells. All bacteriophages are composed of a nucleic
acid molecule that is surrounded by a protein structure. In other words, they are comprised of a protein capsule
around an RNA or DNA genome.

10) Consider the following statements regarding Distributed ledger technology (DLT).
1. Distributed ledger technology (DLT) is a digital system for recording the transaction of assets in which
the details are recorded in multiple places at the same time.

2. Blockchain technology is a specific kind of Distributed ledger technology.
3. Unlike traditional databases, distributed ledgers have a central data store or administration
functionality.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2
b)1,3
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Solution: a)

Distributed ledger technology (DLT) and Block Chain technology:

1)

e Distributed ledger technology (DLT) is a digital system for recording the transaction of assets in which
the transactions and their details are recorded in multiple places at the same time.

e Unlike traditional databases, distributed ledgers have no central data store or administration
functionality.

e Whether distributed ledger technologies, such as blockchain, will revolutionize how governments,
institutions and industries work is an open question.

e Blockchain technology is a specific kind of DLT that came to prominence after Bitcoin, a cryptocurrency
that used it, became popular.

e Cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin use codes to encrypt transactions and stack them up in blocks, creating
Blockchains. It is the use of codes that differentiates cryptocurrencies from other virtual currencies.

6. International Relations and Organisations

Consider the following statements regarding FATF Grey List.
1. Countries considered as safe haven for supporting terror funding and money laundering are put in the

FATF grey list.

2. The inclusion into grey list serves as a warning to the country that it may enter the blacklist.
3. For such countries listed on grey list, FATF tell other members to carry out due-diligence measures vis-

a-vis the listed country.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

2)

a)l,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
di1,23

Solution: a)

Countries considered as safe haven for supporting terror funding and money laundering are put in the FATF
grey list.

While the words ‘grey’ and ‘black’ list do not exist in the official FATF lexicon, they designate countries that
need to work on complying with FATF directives and those who are non-compliant, respectively.

At the end of every plenary meeting, FATF comes out with two lists of countries.

The grey countries are designated as “jurisdictions under increased monitoring”, working with the FATF to
counter criminal financial activities. For such countries, the watchdog does not tell other members to carry
out due-diligence measures vis-a-vis the listed country but does tell them to consider the risks such
countries possess.

Non-nuclear aggression agreement is a bilateral agreement between
a) United States and Russia
b) India and Pakistan
c) India and United States
d) India and China

Solution: b)

INSIGHTSIAS

www.insightsonindia.com 34 "



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

The Non-nuclear aggression agreement is a bilateral and nuclear weapons control treaty between the two South
Asian states, India and Pakistan, on the reduction (or limitation) of nuclear arms and pledged not to attack or
assist foreign powers to attack on each's nuclear installations and facilities.

The treaty barred its signatories to carry out a surprise attack (or to assist foreign power to attack) on each
other's nuclear installations and facilities. The treaty provides a confidence-building security

measure environment and refrained each party from "undertaking, encouraging, or participating in directly or
indirectly, any action aimed at causing destruction or damage to any nuclear installation or facility in each
country". Starting in January 1992, India and Pakistan have annually exchanged lists of their respective military
and civilian nuclear-related facilities.

3) Which of the following statements describe the Wassenaar Arrangement?
a) International commercial disputes settlement agreement
b) Disaster Risk Reduction treaty
c) Export Controls for Conventional Arms and Dual-Use Goods and Technologies
d) Address Internet and computer crime by increasing cooperation among nations.

Solution: ¢)

“\Nassenaar Arrangement

dual-use goods and technologies

Wassenaar Arrangement (WA)
formally established in July 1996
It has 42 members (mostly who
exchange information on
transfers of conventional
weapons and dual-use goods and

technologies.
! > 4 ~ All the P5 of UNSC are members
”
SENA

€ except China.

Countries with Wassenaar Arrangement

India on WA
India became its member in 2017 ( and has
become its chairman for 1 year in 2023)
+ Being a member means India is recognized
to have dual use technology
WA is significant for India as it is a non-
signatory of the NPT and trying to become
member of Nuclear Suppliers Groups (NSG)
Secretariat: Vienna (Austria)
Plenary meeting chair rotates annually

Russia

Austria

Visit Insights IAS Daily CA for detailed News

4) Which of the following is the custodian UN agency for 21 SustainableDevelopment Goals (SDG) indicators?
a) World Bank
b) UN Statistics Division
c) World Health Organization
d) Food and Agriculture Organization

Solution: d)
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FAO is the custodian UN agency for 21 SDG indicators and is a contributing agency for a further 5. In this
capacity, FAO is supporting countries’ efforts in monitoring the 2030 Agenda.

5) Consider the following statements regarding Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).
1. ASEAN was established with the signing of Bangkok Declaration by the founding members.
2. Laos, Philippines, Brunei and Cambodia are the members of ASEAN.
3. Its chairmanship rotates annually, based on the consensus of Member States.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 1,2
1,3
d)2,3

Solution: b)

It is a regional grouping that promotes economic, political, and security cooperation.

e |t was established in August 1967 in Bangkok, Thailand with the signing of the ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok
Declaration) by the founding fathers of ASEAN, namely Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.
e Its chairmanship rotates annually, based on the alphabetical order of the English names of Member States.

e Members: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and
Vietnam.

6) Consider the following statements regarding Stockholm conference, 1972.
1. The Stockholm conference, 1972 was the United Nations Conference on the Environment.
2. It resulted in the creation of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
3. It Marked the start of a dialogue between industrialized and developing countries on the link between
economic growth and the well-being of people around the world.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)l,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
di1,23

Solution: b)

e The United Nations Conference on the Environment 1972 is also known as the Stockholm Conference.

e It was the first world conference to make the environment a major issue.

e The conference aimed at creating a common governance framework for the planetary environment and
natural resources.

e The countries agreed to not harm each other’s environment or the areas beyond national jurisdiction.

e One of the major results of the Stockholm conference was the creation of the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP).

e The participants adopted a series of principles for sound management of the environment including the
Stockholm Declaration and Action Plan for the Human Environment and several resolutions.

Stockholm Declaration:

e Placed environmental issues at the forefront of international concerns.

e Marked the start of a dialogue between industrialized and developing countries on the link between
economic growth, the pollution of the air, water, and oceans and the well-being of people around the
world.

7) Consider the following statements regarding Antarctic Treaty System (ATS).
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1. It was the first arms control agreement established during the Cold War, setting aside the continent as
a scientific preserve and establishing freedom of scientific investigation.

2. Under the treaty, Antarctica is defined as all land and ice shelf south of 60°S, including the surrounding
waters.

3. The treaty aims at prohibiting nuclear explosions or disposal of radioactive wastes in Antarctica.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c) 3 only

d 1,23

Solution: b)

The Antarctic Treaty and related agreements, collectively known as the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS),

regulate international relations with respect to Antarctica, Earth's only continent without a native human
population. It was the first arms control agreement established during the Cold War, setting aside the continent
as a scientific preserve, establishing freedom of scientific investigation, and banning military activity; for the
purposes of the treaty system, Antarctica is defined as all the land and ice shelves south of 60°S latitude (but not
the surrounding waters).

The treaty aims at prohibiting nuclear explosions or disposal of radioactive wastes in Antarctica.

8) Arrange the following Treaties for Nuclear disarmament in the chronological order of entering into force.
1. Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT)
2. Treaty on Non-proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)
3. Partial Test Ban Treaty (PTBT)
Select the correct answer code:
a) 3-1-2
b) 3-2-1
c) 2-1-3
d) 1-2-3

Solution: b)

KEY TREATIES FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT,
ARMS CONTROL AND NON-PROLIFERATION

Treaty on Non- Comprehensive
proliferation Nuclear Test

Partial Test

Ban Tra.ty of Nuclear Ban Treaty
(PTBT): Weapons (NPT): (CTBT):

Prohibits testing ~ Only binding treaty  International treaty

of Nuclear for nuclear that bans all
weapons which disamament of nuclear explosions
can cause Nuclear weapon  in all environments.
radioactive fallout states. (Not yet entered
outside the State's into force)
territory
& Ja J/

9) Consider the following statements.
1. United Nations Population Fund is the United Nations sexual and reproductive health agency.
2. The United Nations General Assembly has declared that parents have the exclusive right to determine
freely and responsibly the number and spacing of their children.
www.insightsonindia.com 37 “

INSIGHTSIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) Lonly
b) 2 only
c) Both1and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: d)

United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) is the United Nations sexual and reproductive health
agency. UNFPA is formally named the United Nations Population Fund. The organization was created in 1969, the
same year the United Nations General Assembly declared “parents have the exclusive right to determine freely
and responsibly the number and spacing of their children.”

UNFPA calls for the realization of reproductive rights for all and supports access to a wide range of sexual and
reproductive health services — including voluntary family planning, maternal health care and comprehensive
sexuality education.

10) Consider the following statements regarding Five Eyes alliance.

1. The Five Eyes alliance is an intelligence-sharing arrangement between US, UK, Canada, Australia and
New Zealand.

2. It evolved during the 2022 Russia-Ukraine war as a mechanism for monitoring the activities of Russia.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?

a) Lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both 1and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)

The Five Eyes alliance is an intelligence-sharing arrangement between US, UK, Canada, Australia and New
Zealand. It evolved during the Cold War as a mechanism for monitoring the Soviet Union and sharing classified
intelligence. It is often described as the world's most successful intelligence alliance. But recently it has suffered
an embarrassing setback.

11) ‘Title 42’ immigration policy, recently seen in news is implemented by
a) Canada
b) European Union
c) United States
d) Japan

Solution: c)

The United States announced that it will extend COVID-19 pandemic-era restrictions, known as Title 42, to expel
migrants from Nicaragua, Cuba and Haiti caught crossing the U.S.-Mexico border back to Mexico, a move would
block more nationalities from seeking asylum in the United States.

Source

12) Spring Revolution in recent time is related to which of the following country?
a) China
b) Japan
¢) Myanmar
d) Ukraine

Solution: ¢)
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Myanmar has remained in violent turmoil since the military takeover as battles rage between pro-democracy
forces and the military. Days after the coup, many new parliamentarians organised themselves into the National
Unity Government (NUG) and launched what they called a “spring revolution”.

Source

13) Consider the following statements regarding United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO)

1. UNESCO is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN), that seeks to build peace through
international cooperation in Education, the Sciences and Culture.

2. Itis also a member of the United Nations Sustainable Development Group (UNSDG).

3. To be a member of UNESCO, the country must be a member of United Nations (UN).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l1,2

b) 1 only

1,3

d) 2,3

Solution: a)

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO):

e It is a specialized agency of the United Nations (UN). It seeks to build peace through international
cooperation in Education, the Sciences and Culture.

e ltis also a member of the United Nations Sustainable Development Group (UNSDG), a coalition of UN
agencies and organizations aimed at fulfilling the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

e UNESCO’s Headquarters are located in Paris

Three UNESCO member states are not UN members: Cook Islands, Niue, and Palestine.

o While three UN member states (Israel, Liechtenstein, United States) are not UNESCO members.

Objectives:

Attaining quality education for all and lifelong learning

Mobilizing science knowledge and policy for sustainable development
Addressing emerging social and ethical challenges

Fostering cultural diversity, intercultural dialogue and a culture of peace
Building inclusive knowledge societies through information and communication
Focuses on global priority areas — “Africa” and “Gender Equality”.

14) Brent Crude is often used as a benchmark for the prices of crude oils. It is found in parts of the North Sea off
the coast of
a) British Isles island in Ireland
b) United Kingdom and Norway
c) Finland and Sweden
d) Biscay near France

Solution: b)
Brent blend is the name of one of two internationally-recognized types of crude oil that are used as benchmarks
for prices of crude oil. Brent Blend comes from the North Sea and is considered a light, sweet crude oil. Brent
blend is more than half of the crude oil traded internationally.
Brent blend is a blend of crude oil extracted from oilfields in the North Sea between the United Kingdom and

Norway.
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15) Consider the following statements regarding Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime Domain Awareness
(IPMDA).

1. It is a satellite-based maritime security system aiming for peace, stability, and prosperity in the Indo-
Pacific region.

2. IPMDA initiative was launched under UNCLOS.

3. The initiative will allow tracking of dark shipping and other tactical activities in the Indo-Pacific region.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 1 only

b) 1,2

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: c)

Major maritime initiative launched by QUAD leaders to check illegal fishing in the Indo-Pacific region and
enhance the security apparatus of the region. 'Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime Domain Awareness'
(IPMDA) will offer an integrated and cost-effective maritime domain and transform the ability of partners in the
Pacific Islands, Southeast Asia, and the Indian Ocean region to fully monitor the waters on their shores.

The IPMDA is said to be a satellite-based maritime security system aiming for a “fundamental requirement for
peace, stability, and prosperity” in the Indo-Pacific region.

The initiative will integrate three critical regions of the Pacific Islands - Southeast Asia, and the Indian Ocean
region - and allow tracking of “dark shipping” and other “tactical activities”.

"Dark ships" are vessels with their Automatic ldentification System (AIS) - a transponder system - switched off so
as not to be detectable.

The maritime system will also improve the partners' ability to respond to climate and humanitarian events and
protect their fisheries - a vital need for many Indo-Pacific economies.

16) Which of the following are associated with North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)?
1. Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC)
2. Mediterranean Dialogue
3. Istanbul Cooperation Initiative
Select the correct answer code:
a)1,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
d) 1,23

Solution: d)

Euro-Atlantic Partnership
Council (EAPC)

Istanbul Cooperation
Initiative (ICl)

INSIGHTSIAS
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17) What are the benefits a country gets from the ‘developing country’ tag at the World Trade Organization
(WTO)?
1. It gets longer timeframes to implement the WTO agreements.
2. It allows other countries to offer preferential treatment.
3. It gets Zero duty and zero quota access for all exports to the developed countries.
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1 only
b) 1,2
1,3
d 1,23

Solution: b)

What are the benefits of ‘developing country’ tag?

Certain WTO agreements give developing countries special rights through ‘special and differential treatment’
(S&DT) provisions, which can grant developing countries longer timeframes to implement the agreements and
even commitments to raise trading opportunities for such countries.

WTO pacts are often aimed at reduction in government support to certain industries over time and set more
lenient target for developing nations and grant them more time to achieve these targets compared to developed
ones.

The classification also allows other countries to offer preferential treatment.

Least Developed Countries (LDCs) are often exempted from certain provisions of WTO pacts. A country
classified as an LDC, receives zero duty, zero quota access for most of its exports to developed countries.

18) Consider the following statements regarding Programme Of Action (POA) of the International Conference on
Population and Development.
1. The Programme Of Action (POA) of the International Conference on Population and Development
focuses on meeting the needs of individual women and men, rather than on achieving demographic
targets.
2. It is against coercion in family planning.
3. India is a signatory to the Programme of Action (POA).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)l,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
di,23

Solution: d)

India is a signatory to the Programme Of Action (POA) of the International Conference on Population and
Development, 1994, which is unequivocally against coercion in family planning.

The Programme of Action, adopted by acclamation on 13 September 1994, emphasizes the integral linkages
between population and development and focuses on meeting the needs of individual women and men, rather
than on achieving demographic targets.

19) Consider the following statements regarding G20 group.

1. The working of G20 is divided into two tracks, i.e, the finance track and the Sherpa track.

2. The Sherpa track focuses on broader issues such as political engagement, anti-corruption, development
and energy.

3. IMF and World Bank are the permanent guest invitees for G20 summits.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

[ J
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Solution: d)

The working of G20 is divided into two tracks:

e The finance track: It comprises all meetings with G20 finance ministers and central bank governors and their
deputies. Meeting several times throughout the year they focus on monetary and fiscal issues, financial
regulations, etc.

e The Sherpa track: It focuses on broader issues such as political engagement, anti-corruption, development,
energy, etc. Each G20 country is represented by its Sherpa; who plans, guides, implements, etc. on behalf of
the leader of their respective country.

The work of G20 members is supported by several international organizations (Permanent guest invitees). These
organizations include:

e The Financial Stability Board (FSB). The FSB, which was established by G20 leaders following the onset of

the global financial crisis,

e The International Labour Organization (ILO).

e The International Monetary Fund (IMF).

e The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)

e United Nations (UN)

e World Bank

e The World Trade Organization (WTO)

7. Polity

1) The Election Commission of India has developed a prototype for a Multi-Constituency Remote Electronic
Voting Machine which would enable remote voting by migrant voters. The laws and rules that would need
an amendment to implement remote voting are

1. Representation of People’s Act, 1951

2. Conduct of Election Rules, 1961

3. Registration of Electors Rules, 1960.
Select the correct answer code:

a)l,2

Solution: d)

The Election Commission of India has developed a prototype for a Multi-Constituency Remote Electronic Voting
Machine which would enable remote voting by migrant voters.

Remote Electronic Voting Machines (RVM) can handle multiple constituencies from a single remote polling
booth.

Among the laws and rules which would need an amendment to implement remote voting is The
Representation of People’s Act of 1950 and 1951, The Conduct of Election Rules, 1961 and The Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960.

Source
[ J
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2) Consider the following statements regarding the principle of collective responsibility.

1. Under the principle of Collective responsibility, individual members of the government are held
accountable for the actions and decisions of government as a whole.

2. The principle of collective responsibility is present under article 75(3) of the Indian Constitution, which
states that Council of Ministers shall be collectively responsible to the House of the People.

3. The principle of Collective responsibility is the basic structure of the Constitution of India.
Which of the above statement sis/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d 1,23

Solution: a)

The principle of collective responsibility is the basic principle of parliamentary form of government. The essence
of parliamentary system of government is its responsibility to the legislature.

Under the principle of Collective responsibility, individual members of the government are held accountable for
the actions and decisions of government as a whole.

The principle of collective responsibility is present under article 75(3) of the Indian Constitution, which deals
with the special provisions of this principle. Article 75(3) provides that the council of ministers shall be put
together accountable to the Lok Sabha.

Statement 3 is incorrect.
Source

3) Consider the following statements.

1. Cooperatives are organisations formed at the grassroots level by people to harness the power of
collective bargaining in the marketplace.

2. Since the areas of operation of Cooperatives are spread across more than one state, the Cooperatives
are a concurrent subject under the Constitution of India.

3. Promotion of Cooperation societies is also a Directive Principles of State Policy under Part 4 of the
Constitution of India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

di,2,3

Solution: b)

Cooperatives are organisations formed at the grassroots level by people to harness the power of collective
bargaining in the marketplace. This can mean different kinds of arrangements, such as using a common resource
or sharing capital, to derive a common gain that would otherwise be difficult for an individual producer to get.

In agriculture, cooperative dairies, sugar mills, spinning mills etc. are formed with the pooled resources of farmers
who wish to process their produce.

Cooperatives are a state subject under the Constitution, meaning they come under the state governments’
jurisdiction, but there are many societies whose members and areas of operation are spread across more than
one state.

Cooperatives of more than one state are registered under the Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act (MSCS) of

2002. Their board of directors has representation from all states they operate in. Administrative and financial
[ J
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control of these societies is with the central registrar, with the law making it clear that no state government
official can wield any control over them.

Through the 97th constitutional amendment, Part IXB (The Co-Operative Societies) was inserted into the
Constitution. The right to form cooperative societies was included as Right to Freedom under article 19 (1), Part-3
of the Constitution.

In addition to this, Article 43-B (Promotion of Cooperation societies) was also inserted as one of the Directive
Principles of State Policy under Part 4 of the Constitution of India.

Source

4) Consider the following statements regarding New Delhi International Arbitration Centre.

1. New Delhi International Arbitration Centre is a multi-member body that is headed by the Chief Justice
of India (CJI).

2. NDIAC has been declared to be an institution of national importance.

3. It provide facilities and administrative assistance for conciliation, mediation and arbitral proceedings.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 3 only

b)1,3

c)2,3

di,23

Solution: c)

e The New Delhi International Arbitration Centre Act, 2019, provides for the establishment of an institution
of national importance, namely the New Delhi International Arbitration Centre for creating an independent
and autonomous body for facilitating institutional arbitration.

e Itis mandated to be a seven-member body that is headed by a former Judge of the Supreme Court or a
High Court or an eminent person.

e The NDIAC shall, inter alia, provide facilities and administrative assistance for conciliation, mediation and
arbitral proceedings, maintain panel of arbitrators, both at national and International level; promote research
and study, provide teaching and training and organize conferences and seminars in arbitration, conciliation,
mediation and other alternative dispute resolution matters.

Source

5) Consider the following statements regarding Lok Adalat.

1. The system of Lok Adalat is based on Gandhian principles.

2. The institution of Lok Adalat has non statutory status.

3. The cases which are pending in a court or which are at pre-litigation stage are settled in an amicable
manner.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 2 only

b)1,2

c)2,3

di,3

Solution: d)

The word ‘Lok Adalat’ means ‘People’s Court’. This system is based on Gandhian principles. It is one of the
components of ADR (Alternative Dispute Resolution) system.

The Lok Adalat is a forum where the cases (or disputes) which are pending in a court or which are at pre-litigation
stage (not yet brought before a court) are compromised or settled in an amicable manner.
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The first Lok Adalat camp in the post-independence era was organised in Gujarat in 1982.

The institution of Lok Adalat has been given statutory status under the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987.

A Lok Adalat shall have jurisdiction to determine and to arrive at a compromise or settlement between the parties
to a dispute in respect of:

e any case pending before any court; or

e any matter which is falling within the jurisdiction of any court and is not brought before such court.

6) The matters that can be dealt by Lok Adalat are
1. Labour disputes
2. All Criminal cases
3. Land Acquisition cases
4. Matrimonial disputes
5. Pension cases

Select the correct answer code:
a)l, 23,4
b)1,2,4,5
c1,3,4,5
d)23,4,5

Solution: ¢)

The various matters such as Matri-monial/Family Disputes, Criminal (Compoundable Offences) cases, Land
Acquisition cases, Labour disputes, Workmen’s compensation cases, Bank Recovery cases, Pension cases etc.

7) Consider the following statements.

1. The institution of the High Court originated in India in 1860s when the high courts were set up
at Bombay, Calcutta and Madras.

2. The Parliament is authorized to declare a common high court for two or more states.

3. The number of judges in a high court, like the Supreme Court, is decided by the President of
India rather than the parliament.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,3

b)1,2
)2,3
)1,2

o O

,3
Solution: b)

High Court

e In the Indian scheme of judicial system, high court works below the Supreme Court.

o The judiciary in the state consists of a high court and a hierarchy of subordinate courts.

e The institution of the High Court originated in India in 1862 when the high courts were set up at Bombay,
Calcutta and Madras.

® The constitution of India provides a high court for each state, however, the Parliament is authorized to
declare a common high court for two or more states.

e Parliament has been empowered to extend or curtail the jurisdiction of a high court over a Union Territory.
o The number of judges in a high court, unlike the Supreme Court, is decided by the President of India rather
than the parliament.

8) Any case pending before the court can be referred to the Lok Adalat for settlement if
1. The parties agree to settle the dispute in the Lok Adalat.
2. The court is satisfied that the matter is an appropriate one to be taken cognizance of by the Lok Adalat.

3. One of the parties makes an application to the court, for referring the case to the Lok Adalat.
[ J
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Select the correct answer code:

a)1,2
b)1,3
)23
di1,23

Solution: d)

Any case pending before the court can be referred to the Lok Adalat for settlement if:

9)

the parties thereof agree to settle the dispute in the Lok Adalat; or

one of the parties thereof makes an application to the court, for referring the case to the Lok Adalat; or

the court is satisfied that the matter is an appropriate one to be taken cognizance of by the Lok Adalat. In
the case of a pre-litigation dispute, the matter can be referred to the Lok Adalat for settlement by the agency
organizing the Lok Adalat, on receipt of an application from any one of the parties to the dispute.

Consider the following statements.
1. There is disparity between the retirement ages of High Court and Supreme Court judges in India.
2. The President of India appoints every judge of the Supreme Court, including the Chief Justice of India.
3. The Constitution of India mandates that the senior most judge of the Supreme Court should be the

Chief Justice of India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2
b) 3 only
c)2,3
d)1,3

Solution: a)

There is disparity between the retirement ages of High Court and Supreme Court judges; High Court judges now
retire at 62 and Supreme Court judges at 65.

It is generally assumed that the seniormost judge of the Supreme Court should be the Chief Justice of India, but
we may pause to consider whether this is what the law mandates, and whether it is wholly wise. As to the first,
the Constitution mandates no such thing. Article 124 merely states that the President will appoint every judge
of the Supreme Court, and this includes the Chief Justice, and each of these judges shall hold office until they
attain the age of 65 years.

10) Consider the following statements regarding Delimitation in India.

1. So far, delimitation for the whole country has been carried out four times.
2. During the last delimitation some states were left out due to security concerns.
3. The Election Commission of India is empowered to carry out delimitation of Parliamentary and

Assembly constituencies of all states and UTs, as per Representation of the People Act, 1950.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
di1,23

Solution: a)

Why is delimitation being done in Assam alone?

The Constitution says boundaries of Assembly constituencies should be updated after every decadal Census,
but through amendments in 1976 and 2001, the process of delimitation was put off for 25 years each time. So
far, delimitation for the whole country has been carried out four times — under Delimitation Acts in 1952,
1962, 1972 and 2002 — and remains in abeyance till 2026.

® INSIGHTSIAS

www.insightsonindia.com 46 "



http://www.insightsonindia.com/

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

e During the last delimitation, which was completed in 2008, the government decided to leave out Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Nagaland, as well as Jammu and Kashmir. For Assam, the government
cited security concerns and the potential for disturbing law and order, among others, when it put off the
exercise through an order on February 8, 2008.

e In 2020, the government set up a Delimitation Commission for J&K, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and
Nagaland. But a year later, in March 2021, the government omitted the four North-Eastern states when it
extended the tenure of the Commission. The commission went on with redrawing the boundaries of J&K,
giving its final award in May 2022. Now, the government and the EC have revived the delimitation plan for
Assam.

Why is EC and not an independent Delimitation Commission?

The Election Commission is empowered to carry out delimitation of Parliamentary and Assembly constituencies
of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur and Nagaland, as per Section-8A of the Representation of the People
Act, 1950. The section says “if the President is satisfied that the situation and the conditions prevailing” in the
states are conducive for conducting delimitation, then he or she may rescind the deferment order.

Why is the 2001 Census being used?

According to Article 170 of the Constitution, the population numbers to be used for drawing boundaries of
constituencies would be as per the 2001 Census until the first Census after 2026 is published. In the case of
Jammu and Kashmir, the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 passed by Parliament had mentioned the
population in the 2011 Census as the basis of delimitation.

Source

11) Consider the following statements.

1. The head of the Municipal Corporation in Delhi is the mayor, who is a nominal head and has very
limited powers.

2. It is the Standing Committee that effectively manages the Municipal corporation of Delhi, with
functions such as giving financial approval to projects, finalising and implementing policies.

3. Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) standing committee has a chairperson and a deputy
chairperson, who is elected from among the standing committee members.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,3

1,23

d)2,3

Solution: c)

The head of the Municipal Corporation is the mayor — but only in name. A mayor is a nominal head of the
corporation and has very limited powers, such as calling meetings of the house.

It is the Standing Committee that effectively manages the corporation, with functions such as giving financial
approval to projects, discussing, finalising and implementing policies.

The standing committee is the main decision-making body of the corporation. It has 18 members.

The committee has a chairperson and a deputy chairperson, who is elected from among the standing committee
members. Having a clear majority in the standing committee is crucial for any political party to have control of
policy and financial decisions.

Source

12) Consider the following statements regarding Article 19 of the Indian Constitution.
1. Article 19 is part of the Part IV of the Indian Constitution.

2. Article 19, which guarantees freedom of speech and expression is a right invoked against the state.
[ J
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3. The rights under Article 19 is available only to Indian citizens and not to foreigners.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)1,2

b)1,3

)23

d) 2 only

Solution: ¢)

A fundamental right under Article 19/21 can be enforced even against persons other than the State or its
instrumentalities,” said the 4-1 majority ruling by the Constitution Bench.

What is Article 19?

— Article 19 is a part of the Fundamental Rights (Part lll) of the Indian Constitution.

— Article 19 which guarantees freedom of speech and expression is a right invoked against the state. Some
fundamental rights such as those prohibiting untouchability, trafficking and bonded labour are explicitly against
both the state and other individuals.

— It is available only to citizens and not to foreigners.

Protection of certain rights regarding freedom of speech:

(1) All citizens shall have the right

(a) to freedom of speech and expression;

(b) to assemble peaceably and without arms;

(c) to form associations or unions;

(d) to move freely throughout the territory of India;

(e) to reside and settle in any part of the territory of India; and

(f) to practise any profession, or to carry on any occupation, trade or business

What are vertical and horizontal application of rights?

A vertical application of rights would mean it can be enforced only against the state while a horizontal approach
would mean it is enforceable against other citizens. For example, a horizontal application of the right to life would
enable a citizen to bring a case against a private entity for causing pollution, which would be a violation of the
right to a clean environment.

Source

13) Clause (2) of Article 19 of the Indian constitution imposes certain restrictions on free speech under which of
the following heads?

1. Contempt Of Court

2. Friendly Relations With Foreign States

3. Defamation

4. Sovereignty And Integrity Of India
Select the correct answer code:

a)1,2,3

b)1,3,4

c)2,3,4

di1,23,4

Solution: d)

Clause (2) of Article 19 of the Indian constitution imposes certain restrictions on free speech under following
heads:

e Security Of The State,

e Friendly Relations With Foreign States
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e  Public Order,

e Decency And Morality,

e Contempt Of Court,

e Defamation,

e Incitement To An Offence, And

e Sovereignty And Integrity Of India.

Source

14) What is the position of the Right to Property in India?
a) Fundamental Right available to citizens only
b) Legal right available to any person
c) Legal right available to citizens only
d) Neither Fundamental Right nor legal right

Solution: b)

Originally, Article 19 (1) (f) and article 31 contained the right to property, i.e. to acquire, hold and dispose of
property subject to the right of State to compulsory acquisition for public purposes by authority of law.
However, right to property ceased to be a fundamental right when the Constitution (44th Amendment) Act,
1978 omitted sub-clause(f) of Article 19 (1) and Article 31 from the Constitution.

The Right to Property is a legal right available to any person. Article 300-A provides that no person shall be
deprived of his property save by authority of law.

Source

15) The Kihoto Hollohan vs Zachillhu case is related to
a) Right to Constitutional remedies
b) Parliamentary committees
c) Anti-defection law
d) Basic Structure doctrine

Solution: c)

In 1992 (Kihoto Hollohan vs Zachillhu), a Constitution Bench, while upholding the validity of the anti-defection
law, held that the Speaker’s decision was subject to judicial review, albeit on limited grounds.

16) Consider the following statements.

1. The Doctrine of Basic Structure is a form of judicial review that is used to test the legality of any
legislation by the courts.

2. The doctrine was evolved by the Supreme Court in the 1973 landmark ruling in Kesavananda Bharati vs
State of Kerala.

3. The Doctrine of Basic Structure is not applicable to constitutional amendments.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 1 only

1,3

d)2,3

Solution: a)
The Doctrine of Basic Structure is a form of judicial review that is used to test the legality of any legislation by

the courts.

www.insightsonindia.com 49 "

INSIGHTSIAS



http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/upsc-current-affairs/upsc-essentials/upsc-essentials-issue-at-a-glance-scs-ruling-on-article-19-8362662/
https://indianexpress.com/article/upsc-current-affairs/upsc-essentials/upsc-essentials-issue-at-a-glance-scs-ruling-on-article-19-8362662/

INSTA CURRENT AFFAIRS QUIZ

The doctrine was evolved by the Supreme Court in the 1973 landmark ruling in Kesavananda Bharati v State of
Kerala. In a 7-6 verdict, a 13-judge Constitution Bench ruled that the ‘basic structure’ of the Constitution is
inviolable, and could not be amended by Parliament.

If a law is found to “damage or destroy” the “basic features of the Constitution”, the Court declares it
unconstitutional. The test is applied to constitutional amendments to ensure the amendment does not dilute
the fundamentals of the Constitutional itself.

The test is widely regarded as a check on majoritarian impulses of the Parliament since it places substantive limits
on the power to amend the Constitution.

The origins of the basic structure doctrine are found in the post-war German Constitution law which, after the
Nazi regime, was amended to protect some basic laws.

In the Kesavananda ruling, the Supreme Court cited several aspects of the Constitution that could be identified as
“basic features” of the document but added that it was not an exhaustive list.

For example, judicial review, rule of law, federalism, and democratic republic structure are identified as basic
features.

Source

17) The Supreme Court’s case of ‘Ramkripal vs State of Madhya Pradesh’, recently in news is related to
a) Decriminalisation of homosexuality
b) Freedom of speech and expression
c) Woman’s modesty
d) Right to die with dignity

Solution: ¢)

Under the Indian Penal Code, outraging the modesty of a woman is a punishable offence. Offences that are less
severe in nature, fall under the purview of Section 509 of the IPC, which deals with “word, gesture or act intended
to insult the modesty of a woman”. The main difference between Sections 509 and 354 IPC is that the latter goes
beyond the act of outraging the modesty of a woman and involves clear threat of physical harm or assault to the
woman.

The Supreme Court in 2007, in the case of ‘Ramkripal vs State of Madhya Pradesh’, noted that although the IPC
does not define what constitutes an outrage to female modesty, the “essence of a woman’s modesty is her sex”.

Source

18) Consider the following statements.

1. Justice G. Rohini Commission’s report is related to the issue of sub-categorization of OBCs.

2. Reservation in Indian law is a form of affirmative action whereby a percentage of seats are reserved in
the public sector units, union and state government departments and religious/ linguistic minority educational
institutions for the socially and educationally backward communities.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) Lonly

b) 2 only

c) Both 1 and 2

d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: a)

Reservation in Indian law is a form of affirmative action whereby a percentage of seats are reserved in the public
sector units, union and state civil services, union and state government departments and in all public and private
educational institutions, except in the religious/ linguistic minority educational institutions, for the socially and

educationally backward communities who are inadequately represented in these services and institutions.
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Justice G. Rohini Committee was set up to examine the possibility of creating categories within OBCs for the
reservation to ensure “equitable distribution” of representation among all OBC communities. Its objectives
include working out a mechanism, criteria, norm and parameters through a scientific approach for sub-
categorisation within the OBCs and identifying the respective castes or communities or sub-castes or synonyms in
the Central List of OBCs and classifying them into their respective sub-categories.

Part XVI deals with reservation of SC and ST in Central and State legislatures.
Article 15(4) and 16(4) of the Constitution enabled the State and Central Governments to reserve seats in
government services for the members of the SC and ST.

19) Consider the following statements regarding the observations made by Supreme Court with respect to Right
to privacy.
1. Right to privacy is as sacrosanct as human existence and is inalienable to human dignity and autonomy.
2. This is an absolute right.
3. Any surveillance done on an individual by the state is an infringement of that person’s right to privacy.
4. Any violation of right to privacy by the state in national interest, has to follow procedures established
by the law.
Which of the above statement sis/are correct?
a)3,4
b)1,2,3
c)1,3,4
d)1,23,4

Solution: c)

The Court, pointing to its own judgment in K S Puttaswamy, has said that “right to privacy is as sacrosanct as
human existence and is inalienable to human dignity and autonomy”. While agreeing that it is not an absolute
right, the Court has said any restrictions “must necessarily pass constitutional scrutiny”.

Any surveillance or snooping done on an individual by the state or any outside agency is an infringement of
that person’s right to privacy. Hence, any violation of that right by the state, even in national interest, has to
follow procedures established by the law.

20) Consider the following statements.

1. In both the Houses of Parliament, elected members enjoy the right to seek information from various
ministries and departments in the form of starred questions and unstarred questions.

2. The admissibility of questions in Rajya Sabha is governed by Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Council of States.

3. The questions in both the Houses of Parliament cannot be disallowed and is usually passed on to the
next session of the Parliament if it cannot be taken up in the ongoing session.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a) 2 only

b)1,2

c)2,3

d1i,23

Solution: b)

In both Houses, elected members enjoy the right to seek information from various ministries and departments
in the form of starred questions, unstarred questions, short notice questions and questions to private
members.

The admissibility of questions in Rajya Sabha is governed by Rules 47-50 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct

of Business in the Council of States.
[ J
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In Lok Sabha, the questions are examined for admissibility under Rules 41-44 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in Lok Sabha.

In both Houses, the first hour of every sitting is usually devoted to asking and answering of questions, and this is
referred to as the ‘Question Hour'.

The Rajya Sabha Chairman or the Lok Sabha Speaker has the authority to decide whether a question or a part is
or is not admissible under the norms of the House, and disallow any question or a part. Once disallowed, it is
often difficult for members to challenge the decision.

21) Consider the following statements.
1. The Constitution of India defines its ‘basic structure’ in terms of democracy, fundamental rights,
federalism and secularism.
2. The Constitution of India provides for ‘judicial review’ to safeguard the citizens’ liberties and to
preserve the ideals on which the Constitution is based.
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) lonly
b) 2 only
c) Both 1and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: c)

The Doctrine of Basic Structure is a form of judicial review that is used to test the legality of any legislation by the
courts. The Constitution of India does not define the basic structure, it is a judicial innovation.

The doctrine was evolved by the Supreme Court in the 1973 landmark ruling in Kesavananda Bharati v State of
Kerala. In a 7-6 verdict, a 13-judge Constitution Bench ruled that the ‘basic structure’ of the Constitution is
inviolable, and could not be amended by Parliament.

In the Kesavananda ruling, the Supreme Court cited several aspects of the Constitution that could be identified as
“basic features” of the document but added that it was not an exhaustive list.

For example, judicial review, rule of law, federalism, and democratic republic structure are identified as basic
features.

Source

22) Consider the following statements.

1. Article 13(2) provides that the state shall not make any law that takes away or abridges the rights
conferred in Part Ill of the Constitution of India and any law made in contravention of this clause shall be void.

2. Article 141 states that all authorities, civil and judicial, in the territory of India shall act in aid of the
Supreme Court.

3. Article 144 states that the law declared by the Supreme Court is binding on all courts within the
territory of India.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 1 only

c)1,3

d)2,3

Solution: b)

The Constitution confers fundamental and other rights on the people of India. But, as B R Ambedkar said, “All of

us are aware of the fact that rights are nothing unless remedies are provided whereby people can seek to obtain
[ J
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redress when rights are invaded”. Thus, was born Article 32 of the Constitution, which confers the right to move
the Supreme Court for their enforcement. Article 13(2) is a unique provision and provides that “the state shall
not make any law that takes away or abridges the rights, conferred by this part and any law made in
contravention of this clause shall, to the extent of the contravention, be void”.

The framers of the Constitution were clear in Articles 141 and 144. Article 141 states that the law declared by the
Supreme Court is binding on all courts within the territory of India. Article 144 states that all authorities, civil
and judicial, in the territory of India shall act in aid of the Supreme Court.

Source

8. History, Art and Culture

1) Consider the following statements regarding Angkor Wat Temple.

1. Angkor Wat is a temple complex in Vietnam.

2. The temple is constructed in the Dravidian style and the sculptures depict episodes from the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata.

3. It was transformed into a Buddhist temple towards the end of the 12th century.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)2,3

c) 3 only

d)1,3

Solution: b)

Angkor Wat is a temple complex in Cambodia and one of the largest religious monuments in the world.

It was originally constructed as a Hindu temple dedicated to the god Vishnu for the Khmer Empire, it was
gradually transformed into a Buddhist temple towards the end of the 12th century.

It was built by the Khmer King Suryavarman Il in the early 12th century in Yasodharapura (present-day Angkor),
the capital of the Khmer Empire, as his state temple and eventual mausoleum.

The temple is constructed in the Dravidian style and the sculptures depict episodes from the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata.

2) Operation Jackpot is related to
a) World War Il
b) Boko Haram insurgency
c) Boston Tea Party
d) Bangladesh Liberation War

Solution: d)

The Operation Jackpot was a codename for three operations undertaken by Bengali Mukti Bahini in former East
Pakistan against the Federation of Pakistan during the Bangladesh Liberation War.

3) Parasnath Parvat, recently in news is located in
a) Madhya Pradesh
b) Jharkhand
c) Karnataka
d) Rajasthan
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Solution: b)

Leaders of many faiths have joined hands to save a hill that the Jain community considers sacred. The outcry is
against a Jharkhand government decision that could change the demographic of visitors to Sammed Sikhariji at
Parasnath Parvat (hill), Giridih district, taking it from a “place of pilgrimage” to a “religious tourist
destination”. The protestors demand that the Jharkhand government revoke its decision to

promote Parasnath Parvat “as a part of eco-tourism or any kind of tourism”.

It is believed that 20 of the 24 Tirthankaras (enlightened beings) attained moksha (salvation) here. The hill
itself is named after Parasnath, the 23rd Tirthankara.

Source

4) Consider the following statements regarding Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act
(AMASR Act).

1. The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act (AMASR Act) regulates the
preservation of monuments and archaeological sites of national importance in India.

2. The Archaeological Survey of India (ASl), which is under the aegis of the Union Ministry of Culture,
functions under the AMASR Act.

3. The Act protects monuments and sites that are more than 100 years old, including cemeteries,
inscriptions, step-wells and rock-cut caves.
Which of the above statement sis/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d) 1,23

Solution: d)

The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act (AMASR Act) regulates the preservation of
monuments and archaeological sites of national importance. The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), which is
under the aegis of the Union Ministry of Culture, functions under this Act. The Act protects monuments and
sites that are more than 100 years old, including temples, cemeteries, inscriptions, tombs, forts, palaces, step-
wells, rock-cut caves, and even objects like cannons and mile pillars that may be of historical significance.

According to the provisions of AMASR Act, ASI officials are supposed to regularly inspect the monuments to
assess their condition. Apart from various conservation and preservation operations, ASI officials can also file
police complaints, issue show cause notices for the removal of encroachments, and communicate to the local
administration the need for demolition of encroachments.

Source

5) Shetrunjay hill, a holy site for jains, which was recently in news is located in
a) Rajasthan
b) Maharashtra
c) Gujarat
d) Madhya Pradesh

Solution: ¢)

Members of the Jain community have been staging protests in Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, and New Delhi for the past two weeks over demands related to two holy sites — Sammed Shikhar
on Parasnath hill in Jharkhand and Shetrunjay hill in Palitana of Gujarat.

The Jains are demanding that Shetrunjay hill and the area around it be protected so as to maintain its holiness.
[ J
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Source

6) Consider the following statements regarding Gangasagar Mela.

1. Gangasagar Mela is a religious event celebrated in West Bengal.

2. Pilgrims visit Sagar Island and take a dip at the confluence of the Ganga and the Bay of Bengal on the
occasion of ‘Makar Sankranti’.

3. Like Kumbh Mela, it has been accorded national status.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

a)l,2

b)1,3

c)2,3

d 1,23

Solution: a)

CHIEF MINISTER of West Bengal reiterated her demand that the Centre should accord national status for the
annual Gangasagar Mela.

Lakhs of Hindu pilgrims visit Sagar Island from different parts of the country and to take a holy dip at the
confluence of the sacred Ganga and the Bay of Bengal on the occasion of ‘Makar Sankranti’.

Source

7) Bavan Kashi Subodh Ratnakar (1892) was published by
a) Suniti Choudhury
b) Pritilata Waddedar
c) Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay
d) Savitribai Phule

Solution: d)

Savitribai Phule published her first collection of poems, called Kavya Phule (‘Poetry’s Blossoms’), at the age of 23
in 1854. She published Bavan Kashi Subodh Ratnakar (‘The Ocean of Pure Gems’), in 1892.

Source

8) Consider the following statements regarding Swami Vivekananda.
1. Swami Vivekananda was an exponent of vedantic philosophy.
2. He rejected the external rituals of religion.
3. He spelt out the pathways of attaining moksha from worldly pleasure and attachment.
4. He founded the Ramakrishna Mission.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)3,4
b)1,3,4
c)2,3,4
d1,23,4

Solution: b)

Swami Vivekananda believed that there is only one Self in the universe. There is only one Existence. He saw the
entire universe as a manifestation of the absolute One.

Spiritual primacy is the central theme of Vivekananda’s teachings, through which human beings can succeed in

every sphere of their lives. Nevertheless, he urges people, especially the youth, to never let go of reason. Instead,
[ J
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he premises his philosophy, ideas and life work on the premise of reason. The three instruments of knowledge
that he propounded are instincts, reason, and inspiration.

He was an exponent of vedantic humanism. He did not propagate a world-negating concept of spirituality, rather
he said that each and every chore of your life should be done with divinity. He articulated that external rituals of
religion are of secondary importance but the spiritual essence of a religion should be preserved and accepted.

Karma Yoga, Bhakti Yoga, Raja Yoga and Jnana Yoga: Swami Vivekananda talked about the four pathways of
attaining moksha from worldly pleasure and attachment in his books.

Source

9. Agriculture

1) Consider the following statements regarding National Export Co-operative Society.

1. National Export Co-operative Society is established under the Multi State Cooperative Societies (MSCS)
Act, 2002.

2. National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India Ltd (NAFED) will act as the sole
promoter for the National Export Co-operative Society.

3. It will provide end-to-end services to the cooperatives, like it will open foreign bank accounts and
complete all the formalities, including necessary permissions for exporting a product.
Which of the above statement sis/are correct?

a)l,2

b) 1 only

1,3

di1,23

Solution: c)

National Export Co-operative Society was approved by the Union Cabinet. It is established under the Multi State
Cooperative Societies (MSCS) Act, 2002.

Leading cooperatives — Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (IFFCO), Krishak Bharati Cooperative
Limited (KRIBHCO), National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing Federation of India (NAFED), Gujrat Cooperative
Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF), better known as Amul and National Cooperative Development
Corporation (NCDC) will be the promoters of the Society.

The Society will be different from the Export Promotion Council under the Ministry of Commerce that only acts
as a facilitator and provides information about the potential markets that can be tapped for a particular product.

This Society will provide end-to-end services to the cooperatives. It will open foreign bank accounts and
complete all the formalities, including necessary permissions for exporting a product.

Source

2) Consider the following statements regarding Landraces.
1. Landraces refer to naturally occurring variants of commonly cultivated crops.
2. These are improved variants of commercially grown crops, which are developed by selective breeding
or through genetic engineering.
3. kalbhat, a scented rice is an example of landrace variant.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
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Solution: ¢)

Landraces refer to naturally occurring variants of commonly cultivated crops. These are as opposed to
commercially grown crops, which are developed by selective breeding (hybrids) or through genetic engineering
to express a certain trait over others.

Biodiversity allows a natural mechanism for crops to develop traits to face challenging situations. However, given
the large-scale human interference in crop selection, that ability is now lost in most commercially crops

Naturally occurring landraces have a large pool of still untapped genetic material, which can provide solutions.
Genetic diversity is nature’s survival mechanism. The wider the gene pool, the more the chance of developing a
trait that can help in surviving extreme climate events.

kalbhat, a unique landrace of scented rice. Over the years, this variant had almost vanished from cultivators’
fields as hybrid variants became popular. It has better climate resilience than popularly grown rice and can
withstand flood or drought better.

10. Defence and Security

1) The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) had approved for the procurement of next-generation Corvettes for
the Indian Navy. Corvettes can be categorised into which of the following?
1. Missile boats
2. Anti-submarine ships
3. Fast attack naval vessels
Select the correct answer code:
a)1,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
d)1,2,3

Solution: d)

The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) had given the Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) for several capital
acquisition projects of the Indian defence forces. This includes the procurement of next-generation Corvettes
for the Indian Navy.

A Corvette is the smallest class of naval ships and it falls below the warship class of a frigate. These are highly
agile ships and are categorised as missile boats, anti-submarine ships, coastal patrol crafts and fast attack naval
vessels. The word corvette itself is derived from French and Dutch origin. Corvettes date back to the 18th and the
19th century when they were extensively used in the naval warfare duels that were fought at high seas.

The Indian Navy at present has the Kamorta Class Corvettes, which are also known as Project 28. These ships have
an anti-submarine role and are manufactured at Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers in Kolkata. The four
Kamorta Class Corvettes that the Indian Navy possesses are named INS Kamorta, INS Kadmatt, INS Kiltan and INS
Kavaratti.
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Source

2) Village Defence Guards (VDG), that were recently in news are setup in
a) Arunachal Pradesh
b) Nagaland
c) Jammu and Kashmir
d) Punjab

Solution: ¢)

Village Defence Committee (VDC) were first formed in the erstwhile Doda district (now Kishtwar, Doda and
Ramban districts) in mid 1990s as a force multiplier against militant attacks. The then Jammu and Kashmir
administration decided to provide residents of remote hilly villages with weapons and give them arms training to
defend themselves.

The VDCs have now been renamed as Village Defence Guards (VDG). The new scheme to set up VDGs in
vulnerable areas of J&K was approved by the Union Ministry of Home Affairs in March last year. Like a VDC
member, each VDG will be provided a gun and 100 rounds of ammunition.

Both VDG and VDC is a group of civilians provided guns and ammunition to tackle militants in case of attack until
the arrival of security forces.

The VDGs, officials said, will function under the direction of the SP/SSP of the district concerned.

A minimum of 10-15 ex-servicemen, ex-policemen and able-bodied local youth were enrolled in each VDC on a
voluntary basis.

The idea was taken from the 1965 and 1971 Indo-Pak wars, when the government armed ex-servicemen and
abled-bodied youth in villages along the border to guard against infiltration of Pakistani spies.

Source

3) Consider the following statements regarding Hypersonic missile.
1. A hypersonic missile is a weapon system which flies at least five times the speed of sound.
2. Unlike a ballistic missile, it follows a set course.
3. At present only Russia and United States possess Hypersonic missiles.
Which of the above statement sis/are correct?
a)1,2
b) 1 only
1,3
d)2,3

Solution: b)

A hypersonic missile is a weapon system which flies at least at the speed of Mach 5 i.e. five times the speed of
sound and is manoeuvrable. The manoeuvrability of the hypersonic missile is what sets it apart from a ballistic
missile as the latter follows a set course or a ballistic trajectory. Thus, unlike ballistic missiles, hypersonic
missiles do not follow a ballistic trajectory and can be manoeuvred to the intended target.

The two types of hypersonic weapons systems are Hypersonic Glide Vehicles (HGV) and Hypersonic Cruise
Missiles. The HGV are launched from a rocket before gliding to the intended target while the hypersonic cruise
missile is powered by air breathing high speed engines or ‘scramjets’ after acquiring their target.

Apart from Russia, which announced its hypersonic missile ‘Kinzhal’ or Dagger in 2018 and has now used it for the
first time in battle conditions in Ukraine, China too is reportedly in possession of this weapon system and has

twice used it to circumnavigate the globe before landing near a target in August 2021.
[ J
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In the US, the hypersonic weapons are being developed under its Navy’s conventional Prompt Strike Programme
as well as through Army, Air Force and Defence Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA). While the US,
Russia and China are in advanced stages of hypersonic missile programmes, India, France, Germany, Japan and
Australia too are developing hypersonic weapons.

India is also developing an indigenous, dual capable (conventional as well as nuclear) hypersonic cruise missile as
part of its Hypersonic Technology Demonstrator Vehicle programme and has successfully tested a Mach 6
scramjet in June 2019 and September 2020. “India operates approximately 12 hypersonic wind tunnels and is
capable of testing speeds upto Mach 13,”

Source

11. Maps/ Places

1) Consider the following statements.
1. Schengen Area is a zone where there is highly restricted movement of people and goods.
2. Croatia is the crescent shaped country near the Adriatic Sea coastline.
3. The Pantanal is a natural region encompassing the world's largest tropical wetland area, located in

Brazil.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a)l,2
b)1,3
c)2,3
d1i,23
Solution: c)
~Rustria - Croatia Joins Eurozone
italy Slovenia 7 @) Dopube 5 .
< bl 2‘:3_“ j %’:’;:’_‘\ Hungary o Croatia switched to the euro and entered Europe's
Zagen O™ < Sen borderless zone. It joined the EU in 2013, but to adopt
R Ko ~Croatia Osik{ the euro the country had to fulfill a set of strict
m\/“ s Somi Ja economic conditions, including having a stable exchange
o 80km o rate, controlled inflation and sound public spending.

Bosnia

. ool It has given up its kuna currency and became the 20th
'( beni NN saiee  Member of the eurozone. It is also now the 27th nation in

%
Adbiatic e\{:ﬁ&_ the passport-free Schengen zone.
Sea Z SNy Schengen Area signifies a zone where there is free and
Iealy M,(‘“\ s unrestricted movement of people and goods.

Croatia is the crescent-shaped country and features low mountains and highlands near the Adriatic
sea coastline. It gained its independence from Yugoslavia after a bitter war and Dayton agreement
in 1995

Brazil is well known for its dense forests, including the Amazon (world's largest jungle), in the north.
But there are also dry grasslands (called pampas), rugged hills, pine forests, sprawling wetlands (
Pantanal- world's largest tropical wetland area and flooded grasslands), immense plateaus, and a

long coastal plain. Pico da Neblina is the highest peak in Brazil. VisitInsights IAS Daily CA
for detailed News

2) The Siyom bridge, that was recently inaugurated is located in
a) Sikkim
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b) Uttarakhand
c) Arunachal Pradesh
d) Ladakh

Solution: C)
The Siyom bridge in Siang, Arunachal Pradesh, was inaugurated by Defence Minister.
Source

3) Which of the following North-Eastern States of India share boundary with Myanmar?
1. Arunachal Pradesh
2. Nagaland
3. Tripura
4. Mizoram
Select the correct answer code:
a)l,2,3
b)1,2,4
c)2,3,4
d1,23,4

Solution: b)
Myanmar shares a long land border of over 1600 Km with India as well as a maritime boundary in the Bay of

Bengal. Four North-Eastern States viz. Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram share international
boundary with Myanmar.

CHINA

BHUTAN

. Assam |NDIA Nagafand ' India-Myanmar
o 15km = border stretches

el 1,643km

MYANMAR

4) Which of the following are located in Peru?
1. Andes mountains
2. Lake Titicaca
3. Amazon rainforest
4. Taklamakan Desert
Select the correct answer code:
a)l, 2,3
b) 1,2
c)23,4
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d1i,23,4
Solution: a)
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Taklamakan Desert is a desert in Southwestern Xinjiang in Northwest China.

12. Miscellaneous

1) Golden Globe Awards, recently seen in news is related to
a) Journalism and literature
b) Creative arts
c) Film and television
d) Establishment of human rights

Solution: c)

The Golden Globe Awards are accolades bestowed by the Hollywood Foreign Press Association starting in January
1944, recognizing excellence in both American and international film and television.

The song ‘Naatu Naatu’, from the wildly popular Telugu film RRR, made history at the 80th Golden Globes as it
became the first Indian song to win the Best Original Song award.

Source

2) InIndia, under which of the following occasions a person can be legally handcuffed?
1. An accused on his/her arrest and before he/she is produced before the magistrate.
2. An under-trial prisoner during transit from jail to the court.
3. A convict being transported from jail to the court.
Select the correct answer code:
a)1,2
b)1,3
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c)2,3
di,2,3

Solution: d)

There can be three occasions when a person can be (legally) handcuffed, i.e., an accused on his arrest and
before he is produced before the magistrate; an under-trial prisoner during transit from jail to the court and
back; and a convict being transported from jail to the court and back.

The law with regard to handcuffing was settled in 1980 when the Supreme Court of India, in Prem Shankar
Shukla vs Delhi Administration, held that ‘the only circumstance which validates incapacitation by irons — an
extreme measure — is that otherwise there is no other reasonable way of preventing his escape’.

The Court mandated that in case of handcuffing, the reasons for this have to be recorded in writing and it is the
duty of the court to make inquiries with the person arrested as to whether he had been handcuffed or not and
then approve or reject the reasons.
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