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EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                      Babasaheb of the Bahujans 

 

Source: Indian Express, Indian Express  

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/babasaheb-of-the-bahujans-ambedkar-lives-on-8309792/lite/
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■  Prelims: BR Ambedkar, constitution of India, SC, Phule etc  

■  Mains GS Paper I: Modern Indian history from middle of eighteenth century 

until the present-significant events, personalities, issues etc  

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Mahaparinirvan Diwas is observed every year on December 6 to 

commemorate the death anniversary of Dr. B R Ambedkar. 

○ He is known as the Father of the Indian Constitution and was 

independent India’s first law minister. 

        
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Dr. B R Ambedkar: 

●  He was born on 14 April 1891 in Mhow, Central Province (now Madhya 

Pradesh). 

●  He founded the Bahishkrit Hitkarini Sabha (1923). 

●  Mahad Satyagraha: He led the Mahad Satyagraha in March 1927 to 

challenge the regressive customs of the Hindus. 

●  Round table conferences: He participated in all three round-table 

conferences. 

 

Major contributions: 

●  Indian constitution: Main Architect of Indian Constitution 

●  Constitutional morality: Effective coordination between conflicting 

interests of different people and administrative cooperation. 

●  Social Reforms: devoted his life to remove untouchability. 

●  'Bahishkrit Hitkarini Sabha (Outcastes Welfare Association)-1923 



●  The temple entry movement launched by Dr. Ambedkar in 1930 at Kalaram 

temple, Nasik. 

●  Attended all the three Round Table Conferences (1930-32). 

●  In 1936: founded the Independent Labour Party. 

●  In 1990: Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, was bestowed with Bharat Ratna. 

 

Few important works of Dr. Ambedkar: 

●  Mook Nayak (weekly) 1920 

●  Janta (weekly) 1930 

●  The Annihilation of Caste 1936 

●  The Untouchables 1948 

●  Buddha Or Karl Marx 1956 

 

Issues Dalit women used to face: 

●  Dalit women’s autobiographies: They show how illiteracy, poverty, fights, 

squalor were relentless in the basti, and women suffered cruelty and 

degradation. 

●  Mukta Sarvagod’s book-Mitali Kavade (Closed Doors): 

○ teenage daughters-in-law were starved, beaten and worked to death. 

○ Superstition was rampant 

○ Women be accused of being possessed by spirits 

○ young girls would be dedicated to temples, where they would become 

prostitutes. 

●  Kumud Pawade(Antasphot (Inner Blast): pativrata” models of Sita and 

Savitri had a deep impact on women, who fasted for violent philandering 

drunken husbands. 

 

Ambedkar’s role in uplifting Dalit women; 

●  Baby Kamble in Jine Amuche (Our Lives): The message of Buddha filled 

with compassion came through Baba. 

●  Ambedkar told the women: 

○ Men and women are partners in a marriage 

○ Treat your husband with equality 

○ Send your children to school 

○ Wear clean clothes 

 

Important contribution as policy maker: 



●  Indian constitution: Main Architect of Indian Constitution 

●  Hindu Code Bill:  

○ It revolutionized the Hindu domestic sphere. 

○ Offering women the right to marry by choice and across caste 

boundaries 

○ Given them the right to divorce 

○ Right to inherit property. 

 

India’s position in 2022: 

●  India has been ranked at 107 in the Global Hunger Index 

●  150 in the Press Freedom Index 

●  136 in the World Happiness Index 

●  85th position in the Corruption Perception Index 

●  71 on the Global Food Security Index 

●  77 on the Rule of Law Index  

●  46 in the Democracy Index. 

 

Ambedkar about Minorities: 

●  Ambedkar’s idea of minorities: included Muslims, Christians and other 

religious minorities along with Dalits and weaker sections of society. 

●  “Minority communities may be crushed. If not crushed they may be 

tyrannized and oppressed. They are sure to be discriminated against and 

denied equality before the law and equal opportunity in public life”. 

●  Minorities would feel insecure and get excluded from all spheres including 

politics because of the communally-charged electoral process. 

          

 

Way Forward 

■  Constitutional morality: Ambedkar underlined the point that the cultivation 

of constitutional morality by every citizen is a categorical imperative to 

uphold the constitutional vision of India. 

■  Ambedkar called for the adoption of the constitutional route to achieve 

social and political goals and cautioned that any other method would spell the 

grammar of anarchy. 

■  Issues raised by Ambedkar: We should be mindful of the issues raised by 

Ambedkar and adopt the constitutional method to save it from calamity. 

 



 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Are tolerance, assimilation and pluralism the key elements in the making of an 

Indian form of secularism? Justify your answer.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS  
                                         I Dream of a Middle Path 

 

Source: Indian Express  

 

■  Prelims: Bhakti Movement, Mahabharat etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I: Salient features of the Indian society, Diversity of India etc  

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  India at 100 should be confident, joyous and secure in its composite cultural 

identity. 

■  Quotes:  

○ “Diversity is to be prized, not policed”. 

○ “Plurality is to be embraced, rather than erased”. 

○ “Indianness is an inheritance that is falsified as soon as it is rigidly 

defined.” 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Bhakti Movement: 

●  The development of the Bhakti movement took place in Tamil Nadu 

between the seventh and twelfth centuries.  

●  Nayanars and Alvars: It was reflected in the emotional poems of the 

Nayanars (devotees of Shiva) and Alvars (devotees of Vishnu). 

●  These saints looked upon religion not as a cold formal worship but as a loving 

bond based upon love between the worshiped and worshiper. 

●  In the 9th century Shankaracharya spread over all parts of India. 

●  Other important Bhakti Saints: Kabir, Nanak and Shri Chaitanya. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/a-country-capable-of-diversity-sans-discrimination-8309828/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/a-country-capable-of-diversity-sans-discrimination-8309828/lite/


Reasons that led to the rise of Bhakti movement: 

●  Evils in the Hindu Society like caste system, irrelevant rituals and religious 

practices etc 

●  Complexity of religion: The high philosophy of the Vedas and Upanishads 

were very complicated. 

●  Challenge from Rival Religion: the impact of the Muslim rule and Islam. 

●  Influence of Sufism: The Sufi saints of the Muslim community also inspired 

the movement. 

 

Importance of Bhakti Poets for modern India: 

●  They are proud upstarts(risen suddenly in rank or importance), not card-

carrying gatekeepers 

●  Their spirituality is based on achievement, not ascription 

●  They hail from varied caste, class, gender, language and sectarian 

backgrounds: reminding us of the plural aspects of our spiritual genealogy. 

●  They remind us of the power of the reclaimed heart and the examined life.  

●  They make us aware that all darkness can be transformed by the act of 

acknowledgement and inclusion.  

●  Their finest poems do not present easy hierarchies between flesh and spirit. 

○ Basavanna: body is “the moving temple” and Chandidas: , “man is the 

greatest truth of all”. 

○ Janabai: “I eat god, I drink god, I sleep on god”, while Soyarabai: 

divine is not bloodless: “If menstrual blood makes me impure/ tell me 

who was not born of that blood”. 

●  They are not meek worshipers; they are radical improvisers who question 

every hierarchy. 

●  Nothing is taboo, nothing sacrilegious: because the underlying premise is 

simple. 

○ The self and the other cannot be kept apart. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  Cultural skins with affectionate irreverence and freedom: That mix can 

be inspirational to a country seeking a middle path between cultural apathy 

and cultural dogmatism. 

■  Mahabharata: Yudhishthira finds every moral certainty shattered 



○ Vyasa offers us a vision of a many-sided truth that lies beyond the 

polarities of dark and light, virtue and vice. 

■  This makes them inspirational for any culture seeking to heal its wounds 

and move forward, without getting mired in rage or recrimination. 

■  Bhakti poets: Collectively, they offer us a less divided gaze, reminding us 

that we are dual citizens of earth and sky, body and mind, the immanent and 

the transcendent. 

■  The bhaktas’ rage stems from love, not ridicule: Even while they disagree 

with their gods, they never stop loving them. 

■  For the bhakti poet, there is no “versus”, because there is no “them: 

There is no outsider, no adversary, because there is, indeed, no “other”.  

○ God is simply treated as a disobedient member of one’s own family. 

■  India should offer the world its radiant template of spiritual freedom and 

cultural democracy that holds colliding perspectives in harmony. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Evaluate the nature of the Bhakti Literature and its contribution to  Indian 

culture.(UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                      The COVID-19 pandemic, food and socializing 

 

                                    
Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance, Government policies, Covid-19, 

pandemic treaty). 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Government policies and interventions for development in 

various sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementations etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Study by CMIE-CPHS (Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy which 

conducts Consumer Pyramids Household Surveys) before and during the 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-covid-19-pandemic-food-and-socialising/article66227451.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-covid-19-pandemic-food-and-socialising/article66227451.ece/amp/


pandemic (16th wave for the period January-April 2019 to the 23rd wave 

for the period May 2021-August 2021). 

○ It simultaneously determines the incidence of COVID-19 and shares of 

food expenditure and socializing. 

■  Arthur Schopenhauer(German philosopher): Life swings like a pendulum 

backward and forward between pain and boredom.” 

           
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Pandemic: 

●  According to the WHO, a pandemic is declared when a new disease for 

which people do not have immunity spreads around the world beyond 

expectations. 

Epidemic: 

●  An epidemic is a large outbreak, one that spreads among a population 

or region.  

●  It is less severe than pandemic due to a limited area of spread. 

 

Covid-19 

●  The novel coronavirus outbreak in 2019-2020 with the nickname 

COVID-19 is a new strain of viruses which can cause fever, cough, 

breathing difficulties, pneumonia and even death in humans. 



●  WHO: It declared COVID-19 infections as a public health emergency of 

international concern and later called it a pandemic. 

●  RNA virus: Coronavirus consists of an RNA genome and is one of the 

largest in the RNA family. 

●  Single stranded: Coronaviruses are enveloped and contain single-

stranded positive-sense RNA. 

 

Negative impact of Covid-19: 

●  Lay-offs of the employed 

●  Deaths on a massive scale 

●  Mobility restrictions 

●  Closure of cinema halls, restaurants 

●  Restrictions on the scale of wedding ceremonies 

●  Other forms of socializing  

 

Study based on eight waves of by CMIE-CPHS (Centre for Monitoring 

Indian Economy which conducts Consumer Pyramids Household 

Surveys):  

●  Incidence and socializing: It simultaneously determines the incidence 

of COVID-19 and shares of food expenditure and socializing. 

●  The incidence of COVID-19: It  is driven largely by the source of 

transmission and the length/speed of transmission.  

●  The COVID-19 incidence determines the share of food expenditure 

●  Two together: They determine the share of socializing expenditure of a 

household. 

 

Impact of lay-offs and interrupted food supply chains: 

●  Income and food price spike: It caused substantial income losses and 

food price spikes, 

●  Low-income households: They barely maintained their subsistence 

household expenditure. 

●  Engel’s law: Share of food expenditure rises as income falls. 

○ Further aggravated by food price spikes. 

 



Impact on socialization: 

●  Due to budget constraint: A higher share of food expenditure is 

expected to lower that of socializing expenditure. 

 

How will socializing expenditure rise? 

●  If the wealthy absorb these shocks and still have a large share of 

discretionary funds. 

○ Their socializing expenditure may rise to break out of a 

monotonous and boring lifestyle. 

●  Income, food prices and preferences for socializing: simultaneously 

determine the share of socializing expenditure. 

 

Urban-rural contrast: 

●  Rural: 

○ Trauma of the COVID-19 pandemic was greater, 

○ Employment and income losses 

○ Food price spikes were more pervasive 

○ Preferences and opportunities for socializing were far more 

wide-ranging 

○ The share of food expenditure fell but at a diminishing rate 

○ Rural areas witnessed an expansion of outdoor facilities for 

eating and celebration of weddings etc 

○ Growing preference for socializing. 

●  Urban: 

○ The incidence of COVID-19 rose with per capita expenditure but 

at a diminishing rate in urban India.  

○ The share of food expenditure rose but at a diminishing rate.  

○ The share of socializing expenditure exhibited the same 

pattern as the share of food expenditure 

○ Households spend more on food 

○ A higher amount is spent on socializing.  

○ Despite higher food expenditure they managed more 

socializing. 

 



Impact on wealthy: 

●  More likely to fall prey to COVID-19 infections 

●  Allocation of food: Their allocation of food expenditure rose 

●  The more affluent traveled more: they were also more susceptible to 

the COVID-19 virus 

●  Their share of food expenditure rose because their income losses 

weakened the cushion against food price spikes 

●  Essential food: They could afford their essential food intake 

●  Negative effect of rising per capita expenditure on socializing: It 

was more than offset at higher per capita expenditure, because of their 

stronger preference for socializing. 

 

Impact on mental health due to COVID-19:(by The Lancet Psychiatry, 

November, 2022): 

●  Psychological stress 

●  Depression 

●  Loss of life satisfaction 

●  The loss of family members due to COVID-19 infections is often 

shattering and even results in suicidal tendencies. 

 

 

Way Forward. 

■  Disruptions in energy and fertilizer supply due to the COVID-19 and 

Ukraine war and the continuing surge in food prices have entrenched 

inflationary expectations that call for decisive policy intervention.  

■  An overhaul of the Public Distribution System and, specifically, more 

stringent regulation of diversion of food supply by PDS shops to the market 

are imperative. 

■  The access to qualified psychologists, psychiatrists, appropriate 

medicines and social networks is a need. 

○ As these privileges are not readily accessible in India’s rural villages. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Critically examine the role of WHO in providing global health security during the 

COVID-19 Pandemic.(UPSC 2020) 



(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                                 The rise of rural manufacturing 

 

Source: The Hindu 

■  Prelims: Rural economy, world bank, ASI report etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I & II: Government policies and interventions for development 

of various sectors and issues arising out of it etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  There is growing evidence that there has been a shift of manufacturing 

activity and employment from bigger cities to smaller towns and rural 

areas. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Constitutional Provisions Related to Rural Development in India: 

●  Article 40: State shall take steps to organize village panchayats and endow 

them with such powers and authority as may be necessary to enable them to 

function as units of self-government. 

●  73rd Constitutional Amendment Act: build democracy at the grass roots 

level and was entrusted with the task of rural development in the country. 

●  Eleventh Schedule of the Constitution: It places 29 functions within the 

purview of the Panchayati Raj bodies including agricultural extension, land 

improvement, implementation of land reforms etc. 

 

Rural India: 



 
 

Study of Urban-rural shift: 

1.Policy Research Working Paper(World Bank): 

●  The study investigated the urbanization of the Indian manufacturing sector 

by “combining enterprise data from formal and informal sectors. 

●  Manufacturing plants in the formal sector: They are moving away from 

urban areas and into rural locations, while the informal sector is moving from 

rural to urban locations”.  

●  Reason for the shift: 

○ Urban-rural cost: results suggested that higher urban-rural cost ratios 

caused this shift. 

2. Annual Survey of Industries for 2019-20: 

●  It shows that the rural segment is a significant contributor to the 

manufacturing sector’s output. 

●  Factories and fixed capital: 42% of factories are in rural areas, 62% of 

fixed capital is in the rural side.  

●  Investment: Result of a steady stream of investments in rural locations over 

the last two decades. 

●  In terms of output and value addition: rural factories contributed to 

exactly half of the total sector.  

●  In terms of employment: It accounted for 44%. 

○ but had only a 41% share in the total wages of the sector. 

 

Reasons for shift of manufacturing away from urban locations: 

●  Factory floor space supply constraints: When locations get more urbanized 

and congested, the greater these space constraints are. 



●  Continuing displacement of labor by machinery as a result of the 

continuous capital investments in new production technologies.  

●  Expansion of factories: In cities, factories just cannot be expanded as 

opposed to rural areas. 

○ Thus, increased capital intensity of production is one reason for this 

trend. 

●  Production cost differentials: Many firms experience substantially higher 

operating costs in cities than in rural areas 

○ firm’s profitability and competitiveness in rural areas. 

●  Possibility of capital restructuring(approach advocated by radical and 

Marxist geographers):  

○ Growing capital accumulation and centralisation by large multi-plant 

corporations.  

○ Big firms deliberately shift production from cities because: 

■  Availability of less skilled 

■  Less unionized 

■  Less costly rural labor. 

 

What are the challenges to the shift? 

●  The cost of capital: It seems to be higher for firms operating on the rural 

side.  

○ Evidence: The rural segment accounted for only 35% of the total rent 

paid, while it had 60% of the total interest payments.  

●  The benefits reaped from one source seem to be offset by the increased 

costs on the other front. 

●  Skills shortage” in rural areas: Manufacturing now needs higher skilled 

workers to compete in the highly technological global ‘new economy’.  

●  Inadequate supply: Manufacturers who need higher skilled labor find that 

rural areas cannot supply it in adequate quantities. 

 

Way Forward 

■  Balanced regional development: Given the size of the Indian economy and 

the need for balanced regional development, the dispersal of manufacturing 

activities is a welcome sign. 

■  The shift in manufacturing activities from urban to rural areas: It has 

helped maintain the importance of manufacturing as a source of livelihood 

diversification in rural India. 



■  To overcome loss of employment: This trend helped to make up for the loss 

of employment in some traditional rural industries.  

○ The growth of rural manufacturing, by generating new jobs, thus 

provides an economic base for the transition out of agriculture. 

■  A more educated and skilled rural workforce: It will establish rural areas’ 

comparative advantage of low wages, higher reliability and productivity and 

hasten the process of the movement out of agriculture to higher-earning 

livelihoods. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Economic growth in the recent past has been led by an increase in labor activity.” 

Explain this statement. Suggest the growth pattern that will lead to creation of more 

jobs without compromising labor productivity.(UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                          How to improve historical thinking        

Source: The Hindu 

■  Prelims: Ahom, Indian History Congress (IHC), SCIM-C, ARCH  

■  Mains GS Paper I: Modern Indian history from middle of eighteenth century 

until the present-significant events, personalities, issues etc  

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  400th birth anniversary celebration of Ahom Army General Lachit 

Borphukan, Union Home Minister said: 

○ “I often hear that our history has been distorted. Maybe it’s true. But 

who has stopped us now from presenting a glorious history to the 

world?” 

        

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Education, Women, Children, Youth 

and Sports: It presented the ‘Reforms in Content and Design of School Textbooks’ to 

both Houses of Parliament.  

●  Objectives:  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/how-to-improve-historical-thinking/article66306716.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/how-to-improve-historical-thinking/article66306716.ece/amp/


○ Removing references to unhistorical facts and distortions about our 

national heroes from textbooks 

○ Ensuring equal or proportionate references to all periods of Indian 

history 

○ Highlighting the role of great historic women heroes.  

○ The report focused on the need for textbooks to promote national 

integration, unity and constitutional values. 

 

●  Suggestions by Committee: 

○ Improvement of engagement of children for learning 

○ Content of the textbooks 

○ Representation of women in history during the Indian freedom 

struggle 

○ Changing the way women are traditionally represented in textbooks 

○ Use of EdTech in content delivery 

○ Promotion of scientific temper, innovation, communication, 

collaboration, creativity, and critical thinking.  

Need for changes: 

●  To remove un-historical facts and distortions about national heroes 

●  To reduce the content load on students 

●  To rationalize the content 

 

Criticism: 

●  Reforms’ are not emerging from any expert body of nationally and 

internationally recognised historians but from a political position favored by 

non-academic votaries of prejudice. 

●  “School textbooks written for the NCERT: They were actually removed, and 

in their place books with a clear sectarian, majoritarian bias were introduced 

in 2002. 

●  Allowing students to comprehend caste as a system of injustice, the 

deletions seek to present an ideal society in which caste is only a marginal or 

slight distortion. 

●  Rupture historical interpretations of the past: The deletions commit 

violence against the idea of history. 

 

Important publications related to history: 



●  The Enemies of Indianisation: The Children of Marx, Macaulay and 

Madrasa-by Dina Nath Batra 

●  History on Trial: Culture Wars and the Teaching of the Past- by Professor 

Gary Nash and his colleagues 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  An analysis of the history textbooks across education boards: It shows 

that the engagement in historical thinking is very low.  

○ There are various frameworks that have developed strong historical 

thinking such as: 

■  SCIM-C-Summarising, Contextualising, Inferring, Monitoring, 

and Corroborating 

■  ARCH-Assessment Center for History 

■  Historical Thinking Standards articulated by Gary Nash et al.  

■  Students engaged in activities draw upon skills in five types of historical 

thinking:  

○ chronological thinking 

○ historical comprehension 

○ historical analysis and interpretation 

○ historical research capabilities 

○ historical issues — analysis and decision-making. 

■  Delhi Board of School Education agreement with the International 

Baccalaureate: To adopt the latter’s global curriculum framework in 

government schools.  

○ Even the poorest aspire for the best possible education. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Are tolerance, assimilation and pluralism the key elements in the making of an 

Indian form of secularism? Justify your answer.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
              Laying the ground to delegitimize the Supreme Court 

                                   



 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Supreme Court, Judges of SC, appointment of CJI and other judges etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I and II: Structure, organization and functioning of judiciary, 

role of CJI etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The appointment of new Chief Justice of India (CJI) has triggered a 

reorientation of the Union government’s strategy towards the Supreme Court. 

 
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Collegium system: 

●  It is the system of appointment and transfer of judges that has evolved 

through judgments of the SC. 

●  The SC collegium: It is headed by the CJI and comprises four other senior 

most judges of the court. 

●  HC Collegium: It is led by its Chief Justice and two other senior most judges of 

that court. 

●  Ordinarily case:  

○ one of the four senior-most puisne Judges of the Supreme Court would 

succeed the Chief Justice of India 

●  Situational: If the situation is such that the successor Chief Justice is not one 

of the four senior-most puisne Judges, he must invariably be made part of the 

collegium. 

 

Issues with Collegium system: 

●  Extra-constitutional or non-constitutional body: brought in force by 

judgments of the Supreme Court.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/laying-the-ground-to-delegitimise-the-supreme-court/article66209883.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/laying-the-ground-to-delegitimise-the-supreme-court/article66209883.ece/amp/


●  Non-Judge: There is no seat in the collegium for any non judge neither from 

the executive, the Bar etc.  

●  Opaqueness: lack of transparency. 

●  Nepotism: Scope for nepotism. 

●  Overlooks talent: Overlooks several talented junior judges and advocates. 

 

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud(new CJI): 

●  He carries a reputation of being a liberal judge with a strong and independent 

voice 

●  His role in the 2019 Ayodhya-Babri Masjid case judgment. 

 

Recent issues between government and Judiciary: 

●  The Supreme Court has taken up the question of inaction by the Union 

government in notifying recommendations made by the collegium. 

●  The Union government: returned 19 recommendations to the collegium. 

 

Court’s stand on collegium: 

●  Former CJI(Justice U.U. Lalit): categorized the collegium as the “perfect” 

system to protect the independence of the judiciary. 

 

National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC): 

●  It comprised three judges, the Law Minister and two eminent persons for 

appointing judges. 

●  It was stuck down by SC in 2015. 

       



Argument for stuck down of NJAC: 

●  NJAC subverted the independence of the judiciary: A key component of 

the court’s conception of the basic structure of the Constitution. 

 

Other arguments in the judgment: 

●  There are problems with the collegium system that require intervention. 

○ This led to separate proceedings: The court appointed a two-

member committee of senior lawyers, one of whom was a 

government law officer. 

 

Union government broad guidelines on what the MoP(Memorandum of 

Procedure) may focus on: 

●  Eligibility, transparency, formation of a secretariat, and complaints redressal 

during the process. 

●  However, the court and the government could not find a common ground 

over these reforms to the MoP. 

 

 

Constitution bench: 

●  It is the name given to the benches of the Supreme Court of India 

which consist of at least five judges of the court which sit to decide 

any case: 

○ Involving a substantial question of law as to the interpretation” 

of the Constitution of India 

○ For the purpose of hearing any reference" made by the 

President of India under Article 143. 

●  This provision has been mandated by Article 145 (3) of the 

Constitution of India.  

●  The Chief Justice of India has the power to constitute a 

Constitution Bench and refer cases to it. 

 

 

 

Way Forward 



■  This is not just as attempts to reform a flawed system of appointments 

but also as a strategy by the government to continue exercising the informal 

veto by stalling collegium recommendations or forcing modifications in them. 

■  The tendency of recent CJIs to not agitate the government over these 

omissions, despite the damaging effects on the institution, aided the 

continuation of a delicate calmness in the court-government relationship. 

■  Democratic backsliding: The process of appointments to the higher 

judiciary remains a highly contested field.  

○ Frontal attacks on the process serve as indicators of democratic 

backsliding. 

○ Example: Poland and Hungary executive attack on courts. 

■  The reinterpretation of the appointment provisions in the Constitution: 

It fails to fulfill basic demands of transparency and accountability and 

remains prone to charges of nepotism.  

■  Social diversity: There is also a serious lack of social diversity in the 

appointments. 

■  Collegium reforms: The antidote to this problem would be to voluntarily 

take up reforms to the collegium system and creation of a new MoP by 

incorporating the legitimate concerns of the government and stakeholders at 

large.  

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Critically examine the Supreme Court’s judgment on ‘National Judicial 

Appointments Commission Act, 2014’ with reference to appointment of judges of 

higher judiciary in India.(UPSC 2017) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
               India’s crushing court backlogs, out-of-the box reform 

                                  
 

Source: The Hindu, The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Supreme Court, collegium system, NJAC, CJI etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I and II: Structure, organization and functioning of judiciary, 

Issues with the collegium system etc 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/indias-crushing-court-backlogs-out-of-the-box-reform/article66278766.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/indias-crushing-court-backlogs-out-of-the-box-reform/article66278766.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/pendency-remains-hurdle-to-supreme-courts-role-as-timely-protector-of-citizens-rights/article66275519.ece/amp/


ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The Chief Justice of India stated that increasing the number of judges will 

not demolish the perennial problem of pendency. 

○ The Chairman of Parliament’s Standing Committee on Personnel, 

Public Grievances, Law and Justice has called for out-of-the-box 

thinking to solve the problem. 

 
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Vacancies in the Indian Judiciary at various levels: 

●  Out of 1,100 judges in various high courts in the country, there are about 

400 to 500 posts vacant all the time 

●  The lower judiciary presently has around 5,300 seats vacant – over 20% of 

its capacity 

●  These vacancies are important as around 1 crores of pending cases are 

before these courts 

●  Union Ministry of Law and Justice publishes a comprehensive dataset every 

month noting vacancies in the Supreme Court and High Courts 

○ It has no similar mechanism for the lower courts 

  

 

How many judges do we need? 

●  The Law Commission of India (1987) noted the importance of manpower 

planning for the judiciary.   

●  The lack of an adequate number of judges means a greater workload per 

judge.   

○ Thus, it becomes essential to arrive at an optimal judge strength to deal 

with pending and new cases in courts. 

Issues: 

●  The “extra burden” has reduced the efficacy of justice administration. 



●  The government’s zeroing in on bail applications as one of the reasons for 

slow justice. 

○ It comes at a time when 10 bail pleas are heard every day by all 13 

Benches of the Supreme Court. 

 

Statistics of pendency of cases: 

●  There are 498 Constitution Bench cases pending in the Supreme Court as of 

December 13, 2022. 

●  Public litigations claim a large portion of the court’s space with 2,870 of 

them pending.  

●  Special leave petitions and writ petitions amount to 4,331 and 2,209 

respectively. 

●  Election matters: There are 487 pending election matters in the top court.  

●  Crimes against women relating to “harassment, dowry cruelty and death, 

eve teasing, domestic violence” are 283(data from the Integrated Case 

Management Information System).  

●  Contempt of court cases alone number 1,295 in the Supreme Court as on 

December 16, 2022. 

 

Reason for increase in cases: 

●  Increase in the population of the country 

●  Awareness among the public about their rights 

●  Filing of fresh cases is also increasing by leaps and bounds. 

●  Vacancies of judges 

●  Frequent adjournments 

●  Lack of adequate arrangements to monitor, track and bunch cases for 

hearing 

 

Factors needed for timely disposal of cases: 

●  Availability of adequate number of judges and judicial officers 

●  Supporting court staff and physical infrastructure 

●  Complexity of facts involved 

●  Nature of evidence 

●  Cooperation of stakeholders 

●  Proper application of rules and procedures. 

 

Solutions for large pendency of cases: 



●  Bring back retired Supreme Court judges to hear admission of Special 

Leave Petitions: 

○ Many SC judges are in fine fettle at 65 when they retire, and this is 

better work for them than arbitrations where they become subject to 

scrutiny by District Judges. 

○ working hours and schedules can be flexibly designed for retired 

judges to operate. 

○ This will enable the current judges to take up important cases in 

adequate Bench strength and composition. 

●  Senior advocates as judges: Have a scheme by which experienced High 

Court senior advocates sit as judges once a week to hear matters from 

another State High Court. 

●  Strengthen online justice: Enabling ad hoc judges to work online from 

home with minimum support staff is an excellent harness of human and 

technology resources. 

○ It will enable a vast number of cases to be disposed of. 

●  Employ mediation as a method of dispute resolution: 

○ It covers a wide range, from personal and matrimonial to civil and 

commercial and property disputes. 

○ Most mediation centers have a success rate of over 50%, several 

much more 

○ Use mediation as a central peg of reform: Devise and implement 

sensible policies and strategies to encourage resort to it 

○ Make it a professionally attractive career option for mediators who 

are willing to make a living by being peacemakers. 

 

Importance of mediation: 

●  It costs much less than a normal litigation process. 

●  Time: It takes a fraction of the time litigation does 

●  Settlements: It brings about settlements which all sides can agree to. 

●  Eliminates appeals and is easy to enforce if necessary. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  An Indian Mediation Service can be created on the lines of the judicial 

service.  



○ Incentives and disincentives must be devised for existing and 

prospective litigants to try this consensual method in good faith. 

■  Put to best use excellent available resources, technological and personal 

to make an impact.  

○ Innovation and reform can succeed, a message that is much needed.  

■  Sri Aurobindo in his great writing: “The Hour of God, the moment has 

arrived; but will we lose it because the lamp has not been kept trimmed for 

the welcome and the ears are sealed to the call”. 

■  The Supreme Court is working towards reduction of pendency in a 

“multi-pronged” fashion: Constituting Vacation Benches in the summer 

break, formation of Special Benches to dispose of labor disputes, cases 

dealing with motor accidents, direct taxes, indirect taxes and old criminal 

appeals. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Critically examine the Supreme Court’s judgment on ‘National Judicial 

Appointments Commission Act, 2014’ with reference to appointment of judges of 

higher judiciary in India.(UPSC 2017) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 
 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS  

                                      Democracy interrupted 

 

Source: Indian Express  

■  Prelims: Democracy, ECI, parliament, Vohra Committee etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Parliament- structure, functioning and conduct of business, 

impact of criminalisation of political etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  There has been a spike in the number of candidates facing criminal charges in 

Phase 1 of Gujarat Assembly elections, with 21 percent of candidates 

declaring criminal cases against them in their affidavits as per a report 

released by Association of Democratic Reforms (ADR). 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-democracy-criminals-in-politics-8305855/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-democracy-criminals-in-politics-8305855/lite/


    
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Criminalization of politics: 

●  It means the participation of criminals in politics which includes that 

criminals can contest in the elections and get elected as members of the 

Parliament and the State legislature. 

●  It takes place primarily due to the nexus between politicians and criminals. 

●  As per media reports of February 2022: Number of pending criminal cases 

against sitting and former MLAs and MPs had risen to close to 5,000 towards 

the end of December 2021. 

 

Reasons for Criminalization of Politics: 



●  Lack of Enforcement 

●  Vested Interests 

●  Use of Muscle and Money Power 

 

Effects of Criminalization of Politics: 

●  Against the Principle of Free and Fair Election 

●  Affecting Good Governance 

●  Affecting Integrity of Public Servants 

●  Causes Social Disharmony 

 

Reasons for increasing trend of criminalisation of politics: 

●  Political control of state machinery 

●  Corruption 

●  Vote-bank politics 

●  Loopholes in the legal system 

 

Impact of increasing criminalisation of Politics: 

●  Good governance gets seriously undermined 

●  Control of bureaucrats by political bosses: They subvert the system to 

serve their interests.  

●  Bureaucratic system: It ceases to resist corruption and often embraces it to 

carry out the diktats of criminal political bosses. 

●  Three main pillars of our democracy(Parliament, judiciary and 

executive): They get progressively weakened, and the fundamental concept 

of a democratic system gets subverted. 

 

Steps taken to tackle criminalisation of Politics: 

●  Vohra Committee(1993): It warned and said, ``some political leaders 

become the leaders of these gangs/armed senas and, over the years, get 

themselves elected to local bodies, state assemblies and the national 

Parliament.” 

●  Supreme Court(2002): Every candidate contesting election has to declare 

his criminal and financial records along with educational qualifications. 

●  Supreme Court(2005): Sitting MP or MLA will be disqualified from 

contesting the election if convicted and sentenced for imprisonment for two 

years or more by a court of law. 



●  12 special courts for a year by government(2017): To fast track the trial of 

criminal cases against MPs and MLAs. 

 

Supreme court on criminalisation of politics: 

               
 

 

Way Forward 

■  Timely corrective measures need to be put in place without any further 

delay, for the common man to have faith in the fairness of the system.  

■  Time-bound justice delivery system: firmer steps by the Election 

Commission of India (EC) and a proper strengthening of relevant laws can 

cleanse the body politic of this evil. 

■  Fast-tracking the judicial process: It will weed out the corrupt as well as 

criminal elements in the political system. 

■  All political parties should come together: develop a consensus on keeping 

criminals out of the system. 

■  Leadership at world level: As we assume leadership at several levels on the 

world stage, it is important for India to showcase itself as a model democracy 

and the global moral compass. 

■  Mandatory declaration of assets and existing criminal charges in self-

sworn affidavits to the EC, prior to elections, has brought in some degree of 

transparency. 



■  Fast tracking trials and expediting the judicial process through a time-

bound justice delivery system. 

■  Nexus: between crime, money and muscle power should be on check 

regularly. 

■  The growing dependence of political parties on criminals for muscle 

power and “electability” must be stopped.  

■  Parliament, judiciary and executive: They will have to find common 

ground to put firm mechanisms in place to deal with increased 

criminalisation of politics. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. To what extent, in your view, the Parliament is able to ensure accountability of 

the executive in India?(UPSC 2021) 

 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS  
                  The perils of undoing the framework of reservation 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: EWS, Article 15, Article 16, 103rd Constitution Amendment Act, Indra 

Sawhney etc 

 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Government policies and interventions for development of 

various sectors, weaker sections of society and interventions for their 

development etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The majority judgment in EWS upheld the constitutionality of the amendment 

and held that such exclusion was justified because the SC, ST and OBC 

categories had reservations under Articles 15(4), 15(5) and 16(4). 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-perils-of-undoing-the-framework-of-reservation/article66235891.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-perils-of-undoing-the-framework-of-reservation/article66235891.ece/amp/


 
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

EWS: 

●  The 10% EWS quota was introduced under the 103rd Constitution 

(Amendment) Act, 2019 by amending Articles 15 and 16.  

●  It inserted Article 15 (6) and Article 16 (6). 

●  Economic reservation in jobs and admissions in educational institutes for 

Economically Weaker Sections (EWS). 

 

Special measures: 

●  Article 15(6): Enabling the state to take special measures (not limited to 

reservations) in favor of EWS generally with an explicit sub-article on 

admissions to educational institutions with maximum 10% reservations.  

●  Article 16(6): It allows 10% reservations (and not special measures) for 

EWS in public employment. 

 

What was the majority Judgment? 

●  Mere violation of the rule of equality does not violate the basic structure of 

the Constitution unless the violation is shocking, not reasonable or not 

equating equal justice. 

●  Moderate violation: If any constitutional amendment moderately abridged 

or alters the equality principles, it cannot be said to be a violation of the basic 

structure’. 

 

Issue with the judgment; 

●  Basic structure of the Constitution:  

○ Equality is an integral part of it(one of those core features) 

○ It can never be taken away, however ‘minor’ such a violation may be. 



●  Poverty as the criterion for reservation: Bulk of the poor in the country are 

from Dalit, Adivasi and Bahujan communities which have been excluded.  

●  Against The UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: It  

recognises that “discrimination may cause poverty, just as poverty may cause 

discrimination”. 

●  Reservations on the basis of caste in Articles 15(4) and 16(4): They  are 

not privileges or benefits, but reparative measures meant to level the field for 

communities facing social stigmatization. 

●  Delegitimising caste as a basis for policy has consequences, given the 

deepening of wealth inequality on caste lines. 

●  The collective disadvantage experienced by certain groups is unique to 

each of them, and their specific deprivations require specific resolutions. 

●  The inherited inequalities — economic, cultural and social capital: They 

are passed on to successive generations. 

 

All India Debt & Investment Survey (AIDIS-2019) released in 2021:  

●  Deepening caste inequality: It shows the trend of deepening caste 

inequality in wealth in India. 

●  AIDIS collects information on physical assets such as: 

○ Land 

○ Livestock 

○ Buildings 

○ Agricultural machinery 

○ Transport equipment 

○ Financial assets such as shares, deposits and amount receivable by the 

household. 

●  Wealth is a better measure of economic status than income and 

consumption.  

●  Wealth is a stock variable that takes time to change while 

income/consumption is a flow variable that alters frequently. 

 

The rise of inequality in India: 

●  Inequality has risen in India between 1990 and 2020, particularly in the 

early 2000s. 

●  The Gini index of wealth inequality: It has gone up from 0.62(zero point 

six two)in 1992, 0.63(zero point six three)in 2002 and 0.67(zero point 

six seven)in 2012 to 0.68(zero point six eight)in 2019. 



●  The average per capita of wealth among the upper castes: The upper 

castes own more than three times of Dalits and twice that of OBCs.  

○ They control about 45% of the total wealth in the country followed by 

OBCs(40%), Dalits 10% and Adivasis 5%. 

●  Control of wealth: About 55% wealth in the top quintile is controlled by the 

upper castes followed by 36% for OBCs, 5% for SCs and 3% for tribals. 

●  Historical and inherited: The source of the wealth gap is historical and 

inherited.  

○ land and buildings — are largely inherited.  

○ The land inequality is historical. 

●  World Inequality Report 2022: The ratio of private wealth to national 

income increased from 290% in 1980 to 555% in 2020(estimated to be the 

fastest increase in the world). 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  Reservations became the singular policy instrument to address caste-

based inequality in India. 

○ Despite achievements in improving access to education, jobs and 

enhanced earnings, it failed to address structural inequalities. 

■  The caste wealth gap is not just a product of differences in education, 

jobs, and income: It is an inequality passed from one generation to the next.  

○ Hence, an improvement in education and access to jobs alone will not 

arrest this gap. 

■  Undoing the existing framework of reservation: By substituting caste by 

economic criteria. 

○ It will not only reverse the modest gains made so far but also deepen 

structural inequality. 

■  Thomas Piketty: The history of the distribution of wealth has always been 

deeply political, and it cannot be reduced to purely economic mechanisms. 

■  A just society requires creating a level-playing field: altering the enduring 

legacy of inherited wealth and caste that block opportunities and life choices 

■  The UN Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights: 

Recognising status-based horizontal inequalities is essential since victims of 

discrimination on the grounds of status are disproportionately represented 

among people living in poverty. 

 



QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Besides the welfare schemes, India needs deft management of inflation and 

unemployment to serve the poor and the underprivileged sections of the society. 

Discuss.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS  
                                         This Winter, Let’s Speak  

 

Source: Indian Express  

 

■  Prelims: Parliamentary democracy, functions of whip, parliamentary 

committees etc  

■  Mains GS Paper II: Parliament-Structure, organization, functioning and conduct 

of business etc  

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The winter session of the Parliament begins and will continue till December 

29.  

○ The session will have a total of 17 working days.  

○ Centre's agenda for the winter session of Parliament includes 16 new 

bills 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Parliament: 

●  Parliament is the most important symbol of Indian democracy.  

●  It is through summoning the House and calling MPs to participate in 

legislative and other business through: 

○ discussion, debates, committee dispensations, and other mechanisms 

●  Parliament enables the citizens of the country: through their 

representatives, to participate in decision-making and hold the government 

to account. 

 

Parliamentary Committee: 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/adhir-ranjan-chowdhury-parliament-winter-session-wishlist-prime-minister-opposition-8309552/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/adhir-ranjan-chowdhury-parliament-winter-session-wishlist-prime-minister-opposition-8309552/


●  A Parliamentary Committee is a panel of MPs that is appointed or elected 

by the House or nominated by the Speaker/Chairman. 

●  The committee works under the direction of the Speaker/chairman and 

it presents its report to the House or to the Speaker/chairman. 

●  Parliamentary Committees have their origins in the British Parliament. 

●  They draw their authority from Article 105 and Article 118. 

●  Article 105 deals with the privileges of MPs. 

●  Article 118 gives Parliament authority to make rules to regulate its 

procedure and conduct of business. 

 

Two types of Parliamentary Committees: 

●  Standing Committees 

●  Ad Hoc Committees 

 

The Standing Committees: 

●  They are permanent (constituted every year or periodically) and work on a 

continuous basis. 

●  Example: Financial Committees, Departmental Standing Committees, 

Committees to Enquire etc 

 

Ad Hoc Committees: 

●  They are temporary and cease to exist on completion of the task assigned to 

them. 

●  The principal Ad hoc Committees are the Select and Joint Committees on 

Bills. 

 

 Current Parliamentary issues: 

●  Far fewer bills are now being referred to committees.  

●  In the first term of this government (2014-19): About 27 percent of bills 

were referred to committees.  

●  During the 17th Lok Sabha: Less than 10 percent have been referred to 

committees(compared to 71 percent in the 15th Lok Sabha). 

●  Less opportunity for opposition to speak on public matters. 

 

Current economic problems in the country: 

●  The World Bank (in October 2022) estimated: India will grow at 6.5(six 

point five)percent in the current fiscal year (FY 22-23) 



○ which is a downward revision by one percentage point since June.  

●  Inflation soaring above the 6 percent target 

●  Interest rates are rising 

●  Macroeconomic policies are becoming restrictive 

●  Rupee is plunging to all-time lows against the US dollar. 

●  According to the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE): India’s 

unemployment rate was at 8.3(eight point three)percent in August 2022. 

 

Other issues: 

●  ED, CBI or Election Commission: They are facing ideological subversion and 

destruction. 

●  The latest UN Universal Periodic Review (UPR) report: since 2017, India 

has undergone a serious regression in human rights. 

●  The traditionally marginalised Dalit and Adivasi communities have been 

denied justice and equitable protection. 

●  The Environment Performance Index (EPI): India at the bottom of 180 

countries. 

●  Deteriorating air quality and rapidly increasing greenhouse gas emissions. 

○ According to the 2021 World Air Quality Report: India is home to 

10 of the 15 most polluted cities in the world. 

 

Features: 

 
 

Way Forward 



■  Discuss the current challenges: It is high time for Parliament to discuss the 

advancing challenge and for the government to open the floor for the same. 

■  UPR mechanism: The Indian government said that the “UPR is an important 

mechanism that India fully supports” and “as the world’s largest democracy. 

○ India is committed to the highest standards of human rights. 

■  Amrit Mahotsav: It cannot be celebrated by disrespecting Parliament, 

curtailing the independence of institutions, suffocating free expression, 

restricting the space to the political leaders, 

■  Allow committees to be formed: Governments and the opposition party 

should not be wary of these committees, as in most of these committees, the 

government has a majority and the final decision is always by the process of 

majority voting. 

■  Fostering the trust of parliamentarians: Both from the ruling party and the 

Opposition parties, the relevance and usefulness of the system of the 

committees is of paramount importance. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. To what extent, in your view, the Parliament is able to ensure accountability of 

the executive in India?(UPSC 2021) 

 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                              Is the RTI Act fulfilling its purpose? 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: RTI Act, CIC, Governance etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I and II: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial 

bodies, Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The Right to Information (RTI) Act was passed by Parliament in 2005, 

aiming to give people access to the records of the Central and State 

governments.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/is-the-rti-act-fulfilling-its-purpose/article66266153.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/is-the-rti-act-fulfilling-its-purpose/article66266153.ece/amp/


 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

The Right to Information (RTI) Act: 

 
 

Important provisions: 

 
 

Objectives: 

 



 

Reasons for Adoption of Information Act 

●  Corruption and scandals 

●  International pressure and activism 

●  Modernization and the information society 

 

Why is RTI an empowering legislation for people? 

●  Obligation on the government to respond to them in a time-bound manner 

●  To get them information to hold the government accountable.  

●  Balance of power in favor of those governed. 

 

Use of RTI by people: 

●  Tax money: what is happening with taxpayers’ money 

●  It has enabled people to expose big-ticket scams such as the Adarsh, 

Commonwealth Games and Vyapam scams.  

●  Human rights: People have been able to expose human rights violations 

 

Importance: 

●  Democracy: Strengthening participatory democracy 

●  Can empower the poor and the weaker sections of society 

●  Accountability: Making the government more accountable 

●  Improves decision making by public authority 

 

Major issues: 

●  Lack of awareness of this law and lack of widespread adoption. 

●  Some States with an RTI application within 150 words: Condensing the 

question, especially for those who might not have the benefit of a formal 

education. 

●  Public information officers: use words like this division does not have the 

information. 

○ Under RTI Act: liability is on the officer to find out who is holding the 

information and transfer the RTI application. 

●  Large number of denials where people are just told that this information 

cannot be provided to you, which is an illegal denial. 

●  Within the government: asking for information is not encouraged 

●  maintaining datasets and information: putting information in the public 

domain has become a big problem.  



○ Example: During COVID-19, when the government was asked how 

many people lost their lives due to lack of oxygen, about the number of 

migrant workers, on all of that the government said, we don’t have any 

data. 

 

Other Issues 

●  Information commissioners do not have adequate authorities to enforce the 

RTI Act. 

●  In case of award of compensation to activists by public authority as 

ordered by commision, compliance cannot be secured. 

●  Poor record-keeping practices 

●  Lack of adequate infrastructure and staff for running information 

commissions 

●  Dilution of supplementary laws like the whistleblowers protection Act. 

●  Attempts of Amendments by government: 

○ File notings will not be part of the right to information 

○ Political parties will be left out of the ambit of the RTI Act. 

 

How to file an RTI? 

●  No set format: There is no set format in which an RTI application has to be 

filed.  

●  The quality of information one receives depends on how the questions are 

drafted and framed. 

 

  

Way Forward 

■  Despite threats, attacks and murders of RTI users: people are still using 

the law extensively, which testifies to the fact that it’s something that they 

find very powerful. 

■  The Data Protection Bill: It will set up a system of amending the RTI law in a 

manner that all personal information will be exempted.  

■  There is granular information that is put up saying this is the name of the 

person, [these are] the rations that they are being given, their address, so as 

to enable a social audit in order to put pressure on the government and hold 

them accountable. 

■  The Right to Information Act: It was made to achieve social justice, 

transparency and to make government accountable but this act has not 



achieved its full objectives due to some impediments created due to 

systematic failures. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. What do you understand about the term ‘good governance’? How far have recent 

initiatives in terms of e-Governance steps taken by the State have helped the 

beneficiaries? Discuss with suitable examples.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                                                An Accessible Law 

 

Source: Indian Express  

■  Prelims: Personal Data Protection Bill, Justice B N Srikrishna 

■  Mains GS Paper II and III: Right to privacy, Personal Data Protection Bill, Joint 

Committee of Parliament (JCP) on the Bill etc  

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  In August 2022, the government withdrew the bill and on November 18th 

released the fourth iteration of the data privacy legislation: The Digital 

Personal Data Protection Bill, 2022 (Bill). 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Background of data privacy law: 

●  Started in 2010 with the constitution of the Justice Srikrishna Committee. 

 

Justice BN Srikrishna Committee Data Protection Report: 

●  The Committee was constituted by the union government in July 2017, to 

deliberate on a data protection framework. 

●  The Supreme Court in its Puttaswamy judgment, 2017: It declared privacy 

a fundamental right.  

●  Interests of citizens: The report has emphasized that interests of the citizens 

and the responsibilities of the state have to be protected, but not at the cost of 

trade and industry. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/new-data-protection-bill-privacy-rights-8327130/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/new-data-protection-bill-privacy-rights-8327130/lite/


●  It proposed a draft Personal Data Protection Bill. 

 

New Data Protection Bill: 

●  Inclusion of the word “digital” in the Bill’s title speaks to India’s long 

standing goal of being a digitally forward society. 

●  Bill has two major stakeholders: 

○ Data Principal 

○ Data Fiduciary. 

●  Data Principal: It refers to the subject whose data is being processed 

●  Data Fiduciary: It is an entity that processes this data.  

●  fiduciary” whilst referring to a data processor is significant.  

●  The relationship between the two is guided by: 

○ trust, assurance and good faith.  

●  Data Fiduciary: It is responsible for safeguarding the interests of Data 

Principals. 

●  Bill describes: 

○ the obligations of the Data Fiduciaries towards Data Principals 

○ the rights and duties of the latter 

○ regulatory framework through which data will be processed.  

●  Bill lists the “duties” of the Data Principals: these have no bearing on the 

realization of the rights provided by the Bill. 

 

Important aspects of bill: 

●  In addition to the general obligations to prevent the misuse of the personal 

data of individuals 

○ The Bill has outlined a category of Significant Data Fiduciaries 

entities: that are required to comply with additional measures to 

safeguard the personal data of individuals.  

○ Only companies that process vast amounts of data or have a 

potential impact on the country’s sovereignty and integrity need to 

take such stringent measures.  

○ Such measures reduce the compliance cost of companies that are at a 

nascent stage. 

●  Data localisation” in the previous versions of the Bill, have been 

omitted: The reworked Bill permits the government to notify countries to 

which data transfers may be permitted. 

 



Issues:  

●  Section 25: It refers to the quantum of financial penalty that must be 

imposed on a person guilty of non-compliance in matters related to detail.  

○ The focus remains only on the nature and gravity of the violation. 

●  Financial ranking: The proposed legislation does not consider the financial 

ranking of a company before imposing penalties. 

 

Need for data protection: 

●  Large internet coverage: India currently has over 750 million Internet 

users, with the number only expected to increase in the future. 

●  Digital India: The Government is also making a strong push for a ‘Digital 

India’, with increased focus on digitisation of access to health, ration, banking, 

insurance, especially after the COVID-19 pandemic.  

●  Inter-linking of data: There is a greater focus on the inter-linking of data, 

whether through facial recognition, Aadhaar, or the Criminal Procedure 

(Identification) Act, 2022. 

●  Highest data breaches: India has among the highest data breaches in the 

world.  

○ Around 18 of every 100 Indians have been affected by data breaches 

since 2004. 

●  Risk of data: Without a data protection law in place, the data of millions of 

Indians continues to be at risk of being exploited, sold, and misused without 

their consent. 

●  Non-enforcement of FR against private non-state entities: Unlike state 

action, corporate action or misconduct is not subject to writ proceedings in 

India.  

 

Way Forward 

■  Govt to notify countries for data transfer: It is a major respite for several 

tech companies, who have long talked about the infeasibility of the data 

localisation provisions.  

○ A balance has now been struck between the legitimate concerns of 

businesses and the protection of personal data of individuals. 

■  Penalties imposed: The Bill must ensure that the penalties imposed are 

proportionate to the size and operations of a company – to be effective, fines 

must not drive companies into economic loss.  



○ European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR): 

amongst other similar regulations, which levies penalties in accordance 

with the total turnover of companies. 

■  The Bill safeguards individual data, whilst also promoting cooperation 

between data fiduciaries and the government. 

■  It draws upon the best practices of foreign jurisdictions: such as Europe 

and Australia 

○ It has been drafted as per India’s requirements.  

○ The exemptions granted to the Centre are extremely restrictive 

and in sync with past judicial precedents and Article 19(2) of the 

Constitution. 

■  Bill marks a transition from legalese to legal simplification: It realizes 

that it is in our best interests to ensure that all laws especially legislation that 

have a significant impact on citizens are made accessible to all individuals 

irrespective of their professional or educational standing 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. What is the CyberDome Project? Explain how it can be useful in controlling 

internet crimes in India. (UPSC 2019)                                                                               (200 

WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

Q. Examine the scope of Fundamental Rights in the light of the latest judgment of the 

Supreme Court on Right to Privacy.  (UPSC 2017)                                                                                   

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
       Criminalizing consensual relationships 

                                                                       
 

Source: The Hindu  

■  Prelims: POCSO, National Crime Record Bureau etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I and II: Vulnerable sections of society, Laws, institutions and 

bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of vulnerable sections of 

society etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/criminalising-consensual-relationships/article66281782.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/criminalising-consensual-relationships/article66281782.ece/amp/


■  The National Family Health Surveys indicate that a significant proportion of 

Indian teenagers are sexually active. 

○ India is home to the largest adolescent population in the world. 

 
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

POCSO Act: 

●  The Union Ministry of Women and Child Development led the 

introduction of the POCSO Act in 2012. 

●  The Act was designed to protect children from sexual assault, sexual 

harassment and pornography offences. 

●  Special courts: Provide for the establishment of Special Courts for the trial of 

such offenses. 

●  Amendment: The Act was amended in 2019 for enhancing the punishments 

for specific offenses in order to deter abusers and ensure a dignified 

childhood. 

 

Key Features of the Act: 

 



 

Misuse of POCSO: 

●  Enfold Proactive Health Trust(special courts in Assam, Maharashtra and 

West Bengal-2016-20):  

○ Romantic cases(where the relationship was consensual, according to 

the girls, their family members, or the court): It constituted 

24.3(twenty four point three)% of the total cases registered and 

disposed under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 

(POCSO) Act. 

●  Unintended effect: Criminal prosecution and the deprivation of liberty of 

young people in consensual relationships. 

●  The law is also used by parents of adolescent girls to curtail sexual 

expression and “safeguard family honour”. 

●  Girls as victims: The law casts adolescent girls as “victims”, thus rendering 

them voiceless.  

●  Girls are institutionalized in children’s homes when they refuse to return 

to their parents. 

●  Adolescent boys are by default treated as children in conflict with the law 

and can even be tried as adults. 

●  The penal approach also impedes adolescents’ right to barrier-free access 

to sexual and reproductive health services and information recognised under 

the Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram.  

●  The mandatory reporting obligation under the POCSO Act and the fear of 

the partner being reported to the police deters girls from availing themselves 

of medical services and pushes them towards unsafe abortions. 

 

 

Impact of Criminal investigation and trial and inquiry under the child 

protection system: 

●  Adverse impact on the adolescents’ development, education, employment, 

self-esteem, social reputation, and family life.  

●  Long-term consequences of a conviction for statutory rape: 

○ Incarceration 

○ inclusion in the sex offenders registry. 

 

Issues related to Child Sexual Abuse: 



●  Multi-layered Problem: impacts children’s physical safety, mental health, 

well-being and behavioral aspects. 

●  Amplification Due to Digital Technologies: New forms of child abuse like 

online bullying, harassment and Child Pornography 

●  Ineffective Legislaton:POCSO Act has failed to protect child from sexual 

abuse. 

●  The inclusion of consensual and non-exploitative acts involving 

adolescents: It detracts from the purpose of the POCSO Act. 

○ It diverts time and resources from the investigation and trial of actual 

cases of sexual violence and exploitation. 

 

Statistics of POCSO: 

●  According to Crime in India, 2021: 92.6(ninety two point six)% of cases 

under the POCSO Act were pending disposal. 

●  Abnormally high acquittal rates (93.8(ninety three point eight% in 

romantic cases) and girl did not say anything incriminating against the 

accused in 81.5(eighty one point five)% of the cases.  

●  In 46.5(forty six Point five)% of the cases: The victims were married to the 

accused.  

○ The acquittal rate in these cases was 98.1(ninety eight point one)%. 

 

Judicial stand: 

●  High courts around country: Recognised that adolescent relationships are 

normal and criminalisation of such acts affects both parties 

●  Vijayalakshmi v. State Rep. (2021): High Court cited said that “adolescent 

romance is an important developmental marker for adolescents’ self-identity, 

functioning and capacity for intimacy”. 

 

UN stand(The United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in 

General Comment No. 20:  

●  It urged states to balance protection of children from sexual exploitation 

and abuse with respect for their evolving autonomy. 

●  States should avoid criminalizing adolescents of similar ages for factually 

consensual and non-exploitative sexual activity.” 

●   In 2019, it urged states to remove status offences: which criminalise 

adolescents who engage in consensual sexual acts with one another. 

 



 

Related Constitutional Provisions: 

●  Article 21: Every child the right to live with dignity the right to personal 

liberty and the right to privacy  

●  Article 14: the right to equality 

●  Article 15: right against discrimination 

●  Article 23 & 24: right against exploitation 

●  Article 21A: Right to free and compulsory elementary education for all 

children in the 6-14 year age. 

●  Article 39(f): Obligation on the State to ensure that: 

○ Children are given opportunities and facilities to develop in a healthy 

manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity  

○ Childhood and youth are protected against exploitation and against 

moral and material abandonment. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  Blanket criminalisation of consensual sexual acts among or with 

adolescents: It is in gross oversight of their sexual development, bodily 

integrity and autonomy, and violates their right to life, privacy, and dignity. 

■  Comprehensive sexuality education is needed to bridge knowledge gaps, 

build positive skills and attitudes so as to enable adolescents to make 

informed decisions and navigate through interpersonal relationships, while 

also realizing the importance of their health and dignity. 

■  Equal efforts need to be directed towards imparting knowledge, skills and 

attitudes to vulnerable groups such as children with disabilities or those out 

of schools. 

■  An amendment to the POCSO Act and the Indian Penal Code to 

decriminalize consensual acts involving adolescents above 16 years. 

○ ensuring that those above 16 years and below 18 years are protected 

against non-consensual acts. 

■  A provision recognising consent by those above 16 years may be 

considered: criminalizing acts against them if it is against their will, without 

their consent, or where their consent has been obtained through fear of death 

or hurt, intoxication, or if the accused is in a position of authority. 

■  Law enforcement agencies, child welfare committees and juvenile 

justice boards: They may consider exercising the discretion available to 



them under existing provisions in the best interest of children, so as to 

avoid/minimize the harm caused by arrest, apprehension, and 

institutionalization of adolescents in consensual cases. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Examine the main provisions of the National Child Policy and throw light on the 

status of its implementation.(UPSC 2016)                                                                                  

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

                             EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
              Upholding the autonomy of the Election Commission  

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

Prelims: Current events of national importance(ECI, CEC, Article 324, PIL, 

constitution bench etc) 

Mains GS Paper II: Appointments to various constitutional posts, powers functions 

and responsibilities of various constitutional bodies etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court heard a crucial case about the 

method by which the Election Commission of India (ECI) is constituted, and 

Election Commissioners appointed. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Election Commission of India(ECI): 

●  The Election Commission of India is an autonomous constitutional authority 

responsible for administering Union and State election processes in India. 

●  The body administers elections to: 

○ Lok Sabha 

○ Rajya Sabha 

○ State Legislative Assemblies in India 

○ Offices of the President and Vice President in the country. 

●  Part XV of the constitution deals with elections, and establishes a 

commission for these matters. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/upholding-the-autonomy-of-the-election-commission/article66285945.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/upholding-the-autonomy-of-the-election-commission/article66285945.ece/amp/


●  Article 324 to 329: deals with powers, function, tenure, eligibility, etc of the 

commission and the members. 

●  The commission: It consists of one Chief Election Commissioner and two 

Election Commissioners. 

●  The President appoints Chief Election Commissioner and Election 

Commissioners. 

●  Tenure: They have a fixed tenure of six years, or up to the age of 65 years, 

whichever is earlier. 

●  Status: They enjoy the same status and receive salary and perks as available 

to Judges of the Supreme Court of India. 

●  The Chief Election Commissioner can be removed from office only through 

a process of removal similar to that of a Supreme Court judge by Parliament. 

●  All three members have equal voting rights and all decisions in the 

commission are taken by the majority,  

 

Procedure For Removal 

●  He/she can be removed either on the ground of “proved misbehavior or 

incapacity”. 

●  Resolution: He/she can be removed by the president on the basis of a 

resolution passed to that effect by both the Houses of Parliament with special 

majority(majority of two-third members present and voting supported by 

more than 50% of the total strength of the house). 

●  The Constitution does not use the word ‘impeachment’, for the removal of 

the Chief Election Commissioner. 

●  The Election Commissioner or Regional Commissioner: They can only be 

removed from office by the Chief Election Commissioner. 

 

Article 324: 

●  The Superintendence, direction and control of elections to be vested in an 

Election Commission. 

 

 

Functions of EC: 



 
 

Issues regarding control over ECI: 

●  Democracy: Far-reaching ramifications for Indian democracy 

●  Complete executive control over appointments to the ECI constitutional 

●  Appointment: manner of appointment of election commissioners. 

 

Three wings of the state:  

●  Legislature 

●  Executive 

●  Judiciary.  

 

How do they function? 

●  The task of the Constitution is to allocate powers between these three wings 

○ To ensure that there is an adequate degree of checks and balances 

between them. 

●  Elections: fall within the executive domain. 

 

Why does a fourth branch(in addition to the legislature, the executive, 

judiciary) need to exist? 

●  Many of the basic rights and guarantees that we enjoy cannot be effective 

without an infrastructure of implementation. 

○ For example: RTI: Without an infrastructure of implementation, the 

right to information will remain only a paper guarantee. 

 

Fourth branch institutions” need to be functionally independent from the 

political executive: 



●  They are the vehicles for implementing rights against the executive.  

●  Example; RTI: Citizens will attempt to invoke this right to extract public 

documents from government departments, in the interests of transparency.  

○ To be effective: The Information Commission needs to be independent 

of the government, against which it will enforce the constitutional right 

to information. 

 

Some Global practices:  

●  South African and Kenyan Constitutions:  

○ They have dedicated constitutional provisions for “fourth branch 

institutions” such as Human Rights Commissions, Election 

Commissions, and so on 

○ These “integrity institutions”, and requiring them to be 

“independent. 

○ The appointments process for such bodies normally involves 

multiple stakeholders from different wings of the state. 

●  South African constitutional court: True and functional independence is 

effectively impossible if the power to appoint rests entirely within a single 

individual, office, or entity. 

 

Executive bodies in India: 

●  The Indian Constitution provides for such similar fourth branch institutions.  

○ ECI 

○ Comptroller and Auditor General 

○ Public Service Commissions 

○ National Commission for Scheduled Castes.  

●  Issue: 

○ The power of appointment lies exclusively with the executive 

(formally, the President of India acting on the aid and advice of the 

Council of Ministers). 

 

Recent controversies regarding executive control: 

●  The collegium system for the appointment of judges:  

○ Arose as a response to executive abuse and attempts to control the 

judiciary 

○ Stemming from the constitutional text: It gave the President (i.e., the 

executive) the power to appoint judges. 



●  The Vineet Narain case: SC held that for the rule of law to prevail, the 

appointment of the CBI Director would have to be ratified by a three-

member body: 

○ Prime Minister 

○ Leader of Opposition 

○ Chief Justice of India. 

 

Problems associated with appointment in ECI: 

●  Flawed system of appointment of the Election Commissioners. 

○ They are appointed unilaterally by the government. 

●  Uncertainty over the elevation of an Election Commissioner to the post of 

CEC. 

○ It makes them vulnerable to government pressure. 

●  Government can control an independent-minded CEC through the 

majority voting power of the two Election Commissioners. 

 

Way Forward 

■  Need of an information commission adequately staffed and funded, which 

will oversee the on-ground enforcement of the right to information, compel 

recalcitrant public institutions to release public information, adjudicate 

disputes, and so on. 

■  Extensive government control over the Central Information 

Commission: including control over appointments has led to it becoming a 

largely toothless and ineffective body, and the eventual frustration of the 

right to information. 

■  Global practices: Appointment processes involve the government, the 

Opposition, independent experts, and judicial experts, in a manner that no 

one center of power has dominance, or a veto. 

■  Appointment process is difficult to create simply by judicial decree: It is 

something that needs political consensus, public deliberation, and, perhaps, a 

carefully crafted legislation. 

■  The Court needs to hand down a suspended declaration of invalidity, i.e., 

a remedy where the Court puts into place certain interim guidelines, but 

leaves a more permanent, structural solution up to the legislature. 

■  The guiding principles must be functional and effective independence from 

the executive, from the moment of appointment to the retirement, and then 

beyond. 



 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss the role of the Election Commission of India in the light of the evolution of 

the Model Code of Conduct.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

                             EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
               Benchmarks for ECs’ appointments 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

Directions: Continuing of article: Upholding the autonomy of the election 

Commission  

 

Prelims: Current events of national importance(ECI, CEC, Article 324, PIL, 

constitution bench etc) 

Mains GS Paper II: Appointments to various constitutional posts, powers functions 

and responsibilities of various constitutional bodies etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court heard a crucial case about the 

method by which the Election Commission of India (ECI) is constituted, and 

Election Commissioners appointed. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Election Commission of India(ECI): 

●  The Election Commission of India is an autonomous constitutional authority 

responsible for administering Union and State election processes in India. 

●  The body administers elections to: 

○ Lok Sabha 

○ Rajya Sabha 

○ State Legislative Assemblies in India 

○ Offices of the President and Vice President in the country. 

●  Part XV of the constitution deals with elections, and establishes a 

commission for these matters. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/benchmarks-for-ecs-appointments/article66288489.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/benchmarks-for-ecs-appointments/article66288489.ece/amp/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/12/21/editorial-analysis-upholding-the-autonomy-of-the-election-commission/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/12/21/editorial-analysis-upholding-the-autonomy-of-the-election-commission/


●  Article 324 to 329: deals with powers, function, tenure, eligibility, etc of the 

commission and the members. 

●  The commission: It consists of one Chief Election Commissioner and two 

Election Commissioners. 

●  The President appoints Chief Election Commissioner and Election 

Commissioners. 

●  Tenure: They have a fixed tenure of six years, or up to the age of 65 years, 

whichever is earlier. 

●  Status: They enjoy the same status and receive salary and perks as available 

to Judges of the Supreme Court of India. 

●  The Chief Election Commissioner can be removed from office only through 

a process of removal similar to that of a Supreme Court judge by Parliament. 

●  All three members have equal voting rights and all decisions in the 

commission are taken by the majority,  

 

Constituent assembly on working of constitution: 

●  Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: 

○ However good a Constitution may be, it is sure to turn out bad because 

those who are called to work it, happen to be a bad lot.  

○ However bad a Constitution may be, it may turn out to be good if those 

who are called to work it, happen to be a good lot.  

○ The working of a Constitution does not depend wholly upon the nature 

of the Constitution.” 

●  Dr. Rajendra Prasad:  

○ “Whatever the Constitution may or may not provide, the welfare of the 

country will depend upon the way in which the country is 

administered.  

○ That will depend upon the men who administer it. 

○  If the people who are elected are capable and men of character and 

integrity, they would be able to make the best even of a defective 

Constitution.  

○ If they are lacking in these, the Constitution cannot help the country.  

○ A Constitution, like a machine, is a lifeless thing.  

○ It acquires life because of the men who control it and operate it, and 

India needs today nothing more than a set of honest men who will have 

the interest of the country before them.” 

 



Issues related to elevation of EC to CEC: 

●  Bureaucratisation of the ECI: which is not even hinted at in the Constitution 

anywhere.  

●  Elevation of ECs to Chief Election Commissioner (CEC), and the tenures 

of ECs and CEC: The elevation is a clear violation of the principle of primus 

inter pares. 

●  Monopolisation of the positions of ECs and CEC by the administrative 

services. 

 

What is the possible solution? 

●  An existing committee of Parliament or a new committee:  

○ It should propose the qualifications and requirements for persons 

to be appointed as ECs/CEC.  

○ Two-third majority: The proposals of the committee should be put to 

Parliament and should be considered approved only if they are 

approved by two-thirds majority of the members of Parliament 

present and voting.  

○ Selection of individuals: The committee should be entrusted with the 

task of searching for and selecting individuals proposed to be 

appointed as ECs/CEC. 

○ Recommendations: The committee should send its recommendations 

to Parliament for consideration. 

○ Recommendations of the committee should be considered approved 

by Parliament only if approved by two-thirds majority of the members 

of Parliament present and voting.  

○ Presidential approval:They should be sent to the President for 

approving the appointments.  

○ Age: Such persons should stay in their positions for six years or the age 

of 75 years, whichever is earlier. 

■  Persons above the age of 69 years should not be appointed. 

○ Removal: Persons so appointed should be removable only by a process 

of impeachment as applicable to the Supreme Court judges. 

 

Way Forward 

■  If we want ECs to match the qualities stated by Dr. Ambedkar and Dr. 

Prasad: We need to go beyond how Article 324 of the Constitution and the 



Election Commission (Conditions of Service of Election Commissioners and 

Transaction of Business) Act, 1991, have been operationalised so far. 

■  Democracy preservation: If democracy in its real sense is to be preserved in 

the country, the importance of the ECI has to be recognised and accepted. 

■  The guiding principles must be functional and effective independence from 

the executive, from the moment of appointment to the retirement, and then 

beyond. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss the role of the Election Commission of India in the light of the evolution of 

the Model Code of Conduct.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                    Constitutional silences, unconstitutional inaction 
 

                                   
 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Parliamentary democracy, Article 200, Article 201, Functions and 

responsibilities of Governor, state legislature etc  

 

■  Mains GS Paper II: State Legislature -Structure, organization, functioning and 

conduct of business etc  

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The Constitution was adopted by the Constituent Assembly on 26th 

November, 1949. 

○ deliberate gaps were left for a future Parliament to modify and amend 

the Constitution in accordance with the aspirations and the will of the 

people. 

 

            

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/constitutional-silences-unconstitutional-inaction/article66304885.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/constitutional-silences-unconstitutional-inaction/article66304885.ece/amp/


Context 

Article 200: 

●  It deals with the powers of the Governor with regard to assent given to 

bills passed by the State legislature and other powers of the Governor such as 

reserving the bill for the President's consideration. 

●  Bill passed by the Legislature of a State, is presented to the Governor, he 

has four options: 

○ He assents to the Bill 

○ He withholds assent 

○ He reserves the Bill for the consideration of the President 

○ He returns the Bill to the Legislature for reconsideration. 

●  The Governor of India enjoys: 

○ Absolute veto 

○ Suspensive veto (except on money bills). 

 

Issue with Article 200: 

●  It does not prescribe a timeline for the Governor to provide assent to Bills 

sent by the Legislative Assembly. 

 

Instances Governors misused Article 200: 

●  Tamil Nadu Prohibition of Online Gambling and Regulation of Online Games 

Bill, 2022 (passed by the Tamil Nadu Assembly) 

●  Kerala Lok Ayukta (Amendment) Bill, 2022 

●  In Tamil Nadu, almost 20 Bills are awaiting assent by the Governor. 

 

Constitutional scheme: 

●  The Constituent Assembly(Prof. Shibban Lal Saxena): How there is no 

time limit prescribed for the Governor to act. 

●  Purushothaman Nambudiri vs State of Kerala (1962):  

○ The SC said that the Constitution does not impose any time limit within 

which the Governor should provide assent to Bills. 

○ Governors must honor the will of the Legislature 

○ The President or a Governor can act only in harmony with their Council 

of Ministers. 

○ Causing delay to assent Bills will be an arbitrary exercise, which is 

constitutionally unacceptable. 

 



Article 201: 

●  It pertains to ‘Bills Reserved for Consideration of the President. 

●  There is no timeline prescribed for the President to decide on the 

outcome of the Bill. 

 

Procedure: 

●  There is a timeline of six months applicable to the State Assembly to 

reconsider the Bill if the President decides to refer it back to the House. 

 

Instance of President withholding his assent: 

●  National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET)-exemption Bill passed by the 

Tamil Nadu Assembly 

 

Reforms suggested: 

●  Justice B.P. Jeevan Reddy-led Committee: It states that if the Governor 

withholds assent to a Bill indefinitely, “such a course will not be conducive 

with the decorous regard a Governor is expected to follow the rules of the 

Constitutional game 

●  The ‘National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution: 

There should be a time-limit within which the Governor should take a 

decision whether to grant assent or to reserve a Bill for consideration of the 

President. 

●  State government's opinion before the Sarkaria Commission: “Governor 

will act as a safety-valve against hasty legislations and by their operation 

enable the State Government and Legislature to have a second look at it. 

●  The Sarkaria Commission:  

○ Delay from the side of the Governor in granting assent can be avoided 

by streamlining the existing procedures. 

○ Making prior consultation with the Governor at the stage of the 

drafting of the Bill itself, and by prescribing time-limits for its disposal. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  An Independent Governor is necessary to act as a check and balance, to 

avoid the state-enacted law being repugnant to the Union laws. 

■  Governor will have to grant assent or decline the same within a 

‘reasonable time:‘Reasonable time is necessary, under the circumstances, to 



do conveniently what the contract or duty requires should be done in a 

particular case. 

■  Keisham Meghachandra Singh vs The Hon’ble Speaker, Manipur 

Legislative Assembly (2020): The Supreme Court held that the Speaker 

must act on disqualification petitions against the defecting MLAs within a 

‘reasonable time’. 

■  The Constitution should be read contextually to provide a meaning that 

the Governor must act on the Bills within a reasonable time, say three 

months. 

■  Shamsher Singh and Anr. vs State Of Punjab: Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer said, 

“maybe, our founding fathers were not political prophets who could foresee 

glaring abuses or perverted developments”. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss the essentials of the 69th Constitutional Amendment Act and anomalies, if 

any, that have led to recent reported conflicts between the elected representatives 

and institution of Lieutenant Governor in the administration of Delhi. Do you think 

that this will give rise to a new trend in the functioning of the Indian Federal 

Politics?(UPSC 2016)                                                         (200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
          Good governance beyond motherhood and apple pie 
 

            

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: AI, Business Reforms Action Plan (BRAP), Governance, etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I and II: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial 

bodies, Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Sir Winston Churchill on governance: “So, they [the government] go on in 

strange paradox, decided only to be undecided, resolved to be irresolute, 

adamant for drift, solid for fluidity, all-powerful for impotency. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/good-governance-beyond-motherhood-and-apple-pie/article66278842.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/good-governance-beyond-motherhood-and-apple-pie/article66278842.ece/amp/


Context 

Governance: 

●  It is commonly defined as the exercise of power or authority by political 

leaders for the well-being of their country’s citizens or subjects. 

●  A great deal about governance is the proper and effective utilization of 

resources. 

●  Governance includes three sectors: 

○ The public sector (state actors and institutions) 

○ The private sector (households and companies) 

○ The civil society (non-governmental organizations) 

 

Good governance: 

 
 

E-Governance: 

 
Goals: 



 
What should we know? 

●  Corruption is bad for good governance 

●  Red-tape: we should cut red-tape in the country. 

●  e-governance: we should use more e-governance in India. 

 

Laws repealed by present government: 

●  Appropriation acts 

●  Excise Act 1863 

●  Foreign Recruiting Act 1874 

●  Elephants Preservation Act 1879 

●  Bengal Districts Act, 1836 

 

Karnataka as model for governance: 

●  Karnataka is one of India’s fastest growing States: 

○ GSDP of ₹20.50(twenty point five zero)lakh crore 

○ 38.34(thirty eight point three four)lakh enterprises 

○ 9.2(nine point two)lakh provident fund payers 

○ 70.84(seventy point eight four)lakh workers. 

●  IT Services: The State is also the highest exporter of IT services.  

 

Some issues: 

●  Business Reforms Action Plan (BRAP) national ranking: Karnataka 

ranked 17th in the 2019. 

●  Avantis RegTech report: Karnataka features in the top five States in India in 

terms of compliance burden. 

○ 26,134 criminal clauses across India 



○ 40% of compliances can send an entrepreneur to jail.  

○ MSME operating in Karnataka currently deals with an average of 778 

compliances annually across labour, finance, and taxation, secretarial, 

environment etc  

 

Steps for good governance taken by Karnataka: 

●  KUTUMBA: family beneficiary database 

●  FRUITS: Farmer Registration and Unified beneficiary Information System)  

●  SVAMITVA: drone-based property and land mapping or Survey of Villages 

Abadi and Mapping with Improvised Technology in Village Areas 

●  GraamaOne: single point assistance center for citizen centric activities at 

panchayat level. 

 

Steps taken for good governance: 

●  DigiLocker (an integral part of the India stack): It has more than five 

billion documents and 100 million users. 

○ Union and State governments can set up enterprise DigiLockers to 

store all documents that any small or large business is expected to 

possess (Pan card, GSTN number, Aadhaar card, bank account details, 

etc.). 

○ Multiple departments which seek the same information over and 

again can just download these at the click of a button 

●  No State government or the Government of India has any common portal 

through which businesses even get to know fully the extent of the compliance 

burden which is spread across multiple departments and agencies. 

  

Way Forward 

■  Create a common portal where all the compliances for a particular industry 

are listed as well as an update of periodic changes to government orders or 

any court judgment.  

○ This will ensure that an entrepreneur or a businessman does not 

have to search for information across 40 to 50 different websites. 

○ The Reserve Bank of India has the concept of a “master circular: It 

should be adopted by governments too. 

■  Use of technology is critical in engendering good governance: Some 

examples abound in Government already, and many more are possible.  



○ There are startups such as Avantari and Rephrase.ai which use 

artificial intelligence and machine learning (AI/ML) to create “mass 

personalization” in advertising and communication. 

■  Good governance is also the responsibility of enlightened citizens who 

should give some thought to complex trade-offs like these and not just only 

demand good governance but also contribute to it. 

■  India has made a lot of progress on good governance beyond 

motherhood, but it is an endless journey, not a one-off destination to be 

reached. 

■  The Right to Information Act: It was made to achieve social justice, 

transparency and to make government accountable but this act has not 

achieved its full objectives due to some impediments created due to 

systematic failures. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. What do you understand about the term ‘good governance’? How far have recent 

initiatives in terms of e-Governance steps taken by the State have helped the 

beneficiaries? Discuss with suitable examples.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                  Party Congress over, understanding the China puzzle 

 

Source: The Hindu, Indian Express  

 

Directions: Continuation of article: Xi’s Congress rhetoric and the PLA’s march 

ahead 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance(BRI, Regional forums, EEZ, 

PLA, Galwan valley etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping involving India or 

affecting India’s interests, BRI and issues associated with it etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/party-congress-over-understanding-the-china-puzzle/article66205989.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/party-congress-over-understanding-the-china-puzzle/article66205989.ece/amp/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-global/china-protests-zero-covid-xi-jinping-explained-8299359/lite/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/28/editorial-analysis-xis-congress-rhetoric-and-the-plas-march-ahead/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/28/editorial-analysis-xis-congress-rhetoric-and-the-plas-march-ahead/


■  World leaders have put out dire warnings on the import of certain events like 

the 20th Party Congress of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), which 

was held in October 2022. 

 
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Vision of Xi Jinping for China: 

●  PLA: It should be able to stage military operations quickly and have the 

“ability to win local wars”.  

●  Taiwan’s reunification: China would make efforts to bring back the territory 

peacefully 

○ It could also deploy military means to achieve its aims. 

○  Xi’s Meeting with U.S President: Taiwan was the core of China’s core 

interest. 

●  Total reunification: He proclaimed to ensure “total reunification of China”. 

 

Recent assertion by Xi Jinping: 

●  Unpredictable nature of the global situation, Indo-Pacific in particular. 

●  Troop training: To enhance troop training and combat preparedness. 

●  Taiwan: He warned of “dangerous storms ahead” and about external 

‘interference’ in Taiwan. 

●  Recent Biden-Xi talks:Mr. Xi reiterating that Taiwan “was the first red line” 

that must not be crossed. 



●  Zero covid policy: Xi presented an image of social stability and universal 

contentment in the country, and said his Zero-Covid policy is premised on 

the principle of “saving people’s lives. 

 

Global reaction: 

●  Japan: decided to double its defense budget to 2% of its GDP. 

●  Statements by western leaders including Joint Declaration following the 

recent G20 Summit in Indonesia. 

●  India: It is essential to uphold international law and the multilateral system, 

as today’s era must not be of war” 

 

What does China’s current preparedness reflect? 

●  Marxist: It reinforces Mr. Xi’s Marxist inspired belief that ‘history is 

irreversibly on China’s side. 

●  Preventing the ideological decay of the CCP and avoiding the kind of 

situation that led to the collapse of Soviet Communism. 

●  Ideological division: Ensuring that the West did not succeed in fomenting 

ideological divisions within China. 

●  CCP: Turn the CCP into the ‘highest church of a revitalized secular faith’ and 

the main citadel of Chinese Communist Orthodoxy. 

 

CCP on India: 

●  No direct mention about India: Neither the deliberations in the Party 

Congress nor any of the post-Congress expressions by China’s leaders, appear 

directed at India. 

 

Concerns for India: 

●  For India: border incursions are a continuing cause for concern. 

○ Undoubtedly, the incursions are not random, and tend to rise and fall. 

China’s concern: 

●  They are largely regarding Aksai Chin; its importance, in China’s eyes, lies 

in its proximity to China’s Tibet and Xinjiang. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  China has certain clear red lines which cannot be breached and if this were 

to happen, it would lead to a major conflict. 



■  China may want to assess the situation and the circumstances before going 

on a conflict, including against strategic entities such as the Quad and 

AUKUS. 

■  The West needs to avoid past mistakes, such as those in the 1950s when 

the West seems to have overestimated China’s capabilities 

○ India in the late 1950s, when it failed to correctly read China and 

Chinese intentions. 

■  Military and economic strength: A belief that military and economic 

strengths automatically translate into a conflict matrix, may need more 

refinements. 

■  Repeated charges by western sources about China’s designs on countries 

in the Indo-Pacific, should not provoke India into taking any rash steps, as 

both situations and events tend to change rapidly. 

■  India’s growing closeness to the U.S. and the West certainly irks China: It 

is evident from the Party Congress deliberations, China sees the U.S.-led West 

as its principal antagonist. 

■  The recent flurry of statements between Indian and western leaders on 

the sidelines of the East Asia Summit in Cambodia, the ASEAN Heads of States 

meeting in Cambodia, and the G-20 Summit in Indonesia, can be expected to 

add grist to China’s suspicion of a strengthening of the coalition of forces 

ranged against it. 

■  CPC is aiming at misleading the people into believing that the CPC’s 

leadership is committed to building socialism. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. How will I2U2 (India, Israel, UAE and USA) grouping transform India's Position in 

global politics ?(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                  The role of the ‘China Test’ in India’s grand strategy 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-role-of-the-china-test-in-indias-grand-strategy/article66252325.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-role-of-the-china-test-in-indias-grand-strategy/article66252325.ece


■  Prelims: Current events of international importance(India-US relations, Indo-

China disputes etc ) 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping involving India, 

Significance of Indo-Pacific for India etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The India-China relationship is once again at a new low, avoiding war but 

regrettably inventing new ways of confrontation like the 1962 war 

       
      

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Principal contradiction: 

●  One that poses the most intense challenge to an individual/organization and 

has the power to shape its future choices and consequent outcomes. 

●  Strategic decision making: It is a useful method of optimizing and 

prioritizing strategic decision-making. 

●  Principal contradiction: China is contemporary India’s principal strategic 

contradiction. 

●  Secondary contradiction: Other challenges like Pakistan, internal 

insurgencies, and difficulties in relations with its neighbors. 

 

Elements of China test: 

●  Regional development: Assessment of how a certain Indian decision or a 

specific regional development squares with Chinese regional strategy or 

interests. 



●  Modification at secondary level: assessment of whether India’s decision or 

a certain regional development would require India to make modifications at 

the level of secondary contradictions.  

●  Major policy change: assessment of whether this would require any major 

policy changes internally. 

 

Role of USA: 

●  It is seeking to re-engage southern Asia: Pakistan, South Asia in general, 

the Indo-Pacific, and perhaps even the Taliban. 

●  The standoff with China along the Line of Actual Control in 2020 was a 

consequence of India’s growing proximity to the U.S. 

 

China test of India-U.S. relations: 

●  It is not in China’s interest to see an American re-engagement of the region 

or growing India-U.S. proximity.  

●  India-U.S. strategic engagement in the region would help China’s long-term 

objectives.  

●  India: It should not give into the short-term temptation of not being on the 

wrong side of China given its long-term implications. 

 

China test for Indo-Pak relations: 

●  For China: Best-case scenario is an India preoccupied with Pakistan 

○ It will ensure that India is not focused on the growing threat from 

China. 

●  Balancing Chinese power: India should actively seek not a balance of power 

in South Asia with Pakistan but balancing Chinese power in Southern Asia. 

●  India’s objective in South Asia: It should be to seek a pacification of 

conflicts with Pakistan, so that it can focus on China 

 

Why should India not oppose the American engagement of Pakistan? 

●  It helps prevent Pakistan from going into the China camp completely.  

●  A Pakistan engaged with the U.S. and the West is better for India than a 

Pakistan shunned by the U.S. and the West. 

 

China test of India-Russia relations: 

●  Continuous engagement: There is a strong rationale for India to continue its 

relationship with Russia. 



●  In the absence of an India-Russia relationship: The extent of Sino-Russian 

cooperation is likely to strengthen 

○ India will be cut out of the continental space to its north and west.  

●  India continues to get: 

○ Discounted energy 

○ Cheaper defense equipment 

○ Support at the United Nations Security Council 

●  Political sensitivities: Russia has understood India’s ‘political sensitivities’ 

more than its western partners. 

 

Implications of India’s break away from Russia: 

●  The natural beneficiary of such an eventuality will, undoubtedly, be China.  

●  This could push Russia towards Pakistan with or without some nudging 

from Beijing. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  China test: A ready China test can help prioritize strategic decision making in 

the longer run, at least as an analytical tool with potential policy utility. 

■  The turn away from Russia: It will ensure that China gets a free hand in 

Central Asia. 

○ Therefore There is a strong rationale for India to continue its 

relationship with Russia. 

■  Smart balancing China in Southern Asia and beyond must form a key 

element in India’s grand strategic planning and decision making. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. How will I2U2 (India, Israel, UAE and USA) grouping transform India's Position in 

global politics ?(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                        Connecting India’s East with the Indo-Pacific 

 

Source: The Hindu 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/connecting-indias-east-with-the-indo-pacific/article66215378.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/connecting-indias-east-with-the-indo-pacific/article66215378.ece/amp/


■  Prelims: Current events of national and international importance(indo-pacific, 

NE India, Act east policy,  

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global groupings involving India or 

affecting India’s interests, Significance of Indo-Pacific for India etc  

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Since 2018, India’s ‘Look East’ and ‘Act East’ policies have moved into the 

phase of Indo-Pacific policy and strategy. 

       
       

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Indo-Pacific: 

●  The Indo-Pacific is a geopolitical construct that has emerged as a substitute to 

the long-prevalent “Asia-Pacific. 

●  Indian ocean and pacific ocean: It is an integrated theater that combines 

the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, and the land masses that surround 

them. 

●  Strategic and economic: It is both a strategic as well as an economic domain 

comprising important sea-lines of communication 



●  Maritime security: The Indo-Pacific is also associated with maritime security 

and cooperation. 

●  US: It describe the Indo-Pacific as a region that starts at the: 

○ Western shore of the Americas and ends at the shores of the Indian 

subcontinent.  

●  India and Japan: the concept is much broader in expanse, extending to the 

shores of the African continent. 

●  Major stakeholders in the Indo-Pacific include: India, U.S.A., Australia, 

Japan, Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) members and other 

maritime nations that occupy the strategic positions in the Indian and Pacific 

Ocean including small island countries. 

 

Significance of Indo-Pacific region for India: 

●  Strategic significance: The Indo-Pacific is a multipolar region that accounts 

for over half of global GDP and population. 

●  Mineral Resources: Maritime regions have also become important storage 

areas for essential resources such as fish stocks, minerals, and offshore oil 

and gas. 

●  Economic Growth: The Indo-Pacific area accounts for approximately 60% of 

world GDP, making it the most important contributor to global growth. 

●  Commerce: Many of the world’s most important choke points for global trade 

are located in this region, including the Straits of Malacca, which are crucial 

for global economic growth. 

Act East Policy: 



       
 

●  The Act East Policy(2014) is the upgrade of the “Look East Policy”. 

●  It is a diplomatic initiative to promote economic, strategic and cultural 

relations with the vast Asia-Pacific region at different levels. 

●  Intensive and continuous engagement with Southeast Asian countries in 

the field of connectivity, trade, culture, defense and people-to-people-contact 

at bilateral, regional and multilateral levels. 

 

Issues of Northeast India that need to be addressed: 

●  Ensure adequate security 

●  Speed up economic development 

●  Connect better with the rest of India 

●  Connect with Select South Asian and Southeast Asian nations 

 

Transformation in Northeast: 

●  Better security conditions and development.  

●  Recent participation in policy conversations in Imphal(Manipur) helped 

in clarifying local needs and priorities. 

●  Wide-ranging interactions with the intelligentsia and artists in Kolkata  

 

Issues still persisting: 



●  Insurgency: Core issues behind the insurgency have remained unresolved. 

●  Non-traditional threats: Continuous smuggling, drug trafficking, 

transnational border crime, insurgent activity, and the influx of refugees 

(from Myanmar)  

 

What steps need to be taken? 

●  Improvement in roads linking northeastern towns 

●  Job creation for thousands of graduates produced by local universities. 

●  Manipur: To be promoted as the hub of medical tourism for other Indian 

States and neighbors such as Myanmar.  

●  Biodiversity: The State’s research and development facilities to leverage the 

region’s biodiversity should be expanded.  

 

 

Way Forward 

■  China is viewed as a ‘constant player’ behind the criminal activities: This 

has necessitated vigilance and strict action by the Assam Rifles and other 

security agencies. 

■  A balanced view: It indicates that considerable scope exists for more 

effective and people-sensitive border management in the future. 

■  Accelerated development: It requires increased investment by Indian 

corporates and foreign investors as well as better management. 

■  Strategic and business community to contribute to crafting a concrete 

blueprint for leveraging opportunities relating to commerce, connectivity, 

and human capital development. 

■  Expanding the reach of cultural diplomacy and people-to-people 

cooperation through greater educational exchanges, tourism, and trade is 

desirable. 

■  Md. Shahidul Haque(former Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh): moving 

beyond geopolitics and geo-economics, neighbors should focus on “the geo-

cultural dimension” of the Indo-Pacific. 

■  People-related cooperation: It would lead to wider acceptance of the Indo-

Pacific and consolidation of the Quad. 

■  U.S. Consul General (Kolkata) Melinda Pavek: It was “incumbent on us to 

fortify our historical and geographic ties” to face future challenges. 

■  Member-states need to invest more in the BIMSTEC to enhance its 

effectiveness.  



■  Think and relate east: Beyond ‘Look East’ and ‘Act East’ lies ‘Think and 

Relate East’, especially within our own country. 

○ Voices from Northeast and eastern India must be heard. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Evaluate the economic and strategic dimensions of India’s Look East Policy in the 

context of the post Cold War international scenario.(UPSC 2016) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                                           Maritime Stocktaking 

 

Source: Indian express  

Prelims: Current events of international importance(south china sea, INS Vikrant, 

Chola empire etc 

Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping involving India and 

affecting India’s interests, significance of Maritime security etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  On December 4, India celebrates Navy Day to acknowledge the role of the 

Indian Navy and commemorate its achievements in ‘Operation Trident’ 

during the 1971 Indo-Pak War. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Indian Navy: 

●  The Indian Navy was established in 1612 by the East India Company. 

●  It is headed by the President of India as its Supreme Commander. 

●  Indian Navy’s Motto is - Sam no Varunah- means that the God of water, 

Varuna, should be auspicious unto us. 

 

Operation Trident: 

●  It was a counter-attack by the Indian Navy on the Karachi harbor during the 

Indo-Pakistan war in 1971. 

●  India used anti-ship missiles for the first time during this operation and 

destroyed the Pakistani destroyer ship PNS Khaibar. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/navy-day-indias-global-aspirations-strong-navy-8303120/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/navy-day-indias-global-aspirations-strong-navy-8303120/lite/


●  The Indian Navy's three warships - INS Nipat, INS Nirghat and INS Veer - 

played an important role in the attack. 

 

Background of Navy victories: 

●  The navy of 10th century South Indian Emperor Rajendra Chola 

vanquished the Sumatra-based Sri Vijaya thalassocracy to establish Chola 

power across present-day Malaysia and Indonesia.  

●  The resolute and visionary zamorins of Kozhikode: led by the captains of 

the Kunjali Marakkar clan to eject the Portuguese from Malabar.  

●  The 17th century Maratha “sarkhel” or admiral Kanhoji Angre’s Konkan 

fleet ceaselessly defeated the British, Dutch and Portuguese. 

 

Development of Navy: 

●  In 1736, Bombay’s Lovji Nusserwanji Wadia: Wadia master shipbuilders 

constructed superb merchantmen and warships for the British. 

●  The first modern, Indian-built merchant vessel, MV Jalusha, joined Seth 

Walchand’s Scindia Steam Navigation Co. in 1948. 

●  Mazagon Docks: delivered the first, license-built frigate, INS Nilgiri, in 1972 

●  Cochin Shipyard Ltd.(in 2013): launched India’s largest indigenously 

designed and built warship-an aircraft carrier-INS Vikrant 

 

Issues Involved: 

●  The ship’s major systems, including gas-turbine engines, guns, missiles and 

radars, are imported.  

●  Foreign origin of aviation-related facilities such as workshops, aircraft 

lifts, arrestor-wires and landing-aids, vital for flying operations. 

●  The case for IAC-2 remains in limbo: even as China awaits the third ship in 

its carrier-building programme and envisions a carrier-led Indian Ocean task 

force. 

 

Way Forward 

■  The hiatus between ordering, launch and commissioning of Vikrant: It 

may be excessive by international standards but this prolonged gestation 

would serve a purpose if the invaluable experience gained and the priceless 

skills are acquired. 



■  Indigenously designed, destroyers and frigates, stealthy in form, fielding 

long-range sensors and heavily armed with missiles, guns and anti-submarine 

weapons are being delivered at a slow but steady pace by domestic shipyards.  

○ The Voids in mine counter-measures, amphibious-lift and fleet-support 

capabilities need to be fulfilled. 

■  Project-75: Government must urgently green-light Project 75 (I) so that 

serial production of submarines can commence.  

■  Aerial surveillance: With PLA Navy units now frequently prowling the 

Indian Ocean, aerial surveillance and anti-submarine warfare assume 

strategic dimensions. 

■  Recent inductions of US-built, shipborne helicopters and maritime-

reconnaissance aircraft: They will boost the Indian Navy’s surveillance and 

anti-submarine capabilities but also enhance interoperability with partner 

navies. 

■  Political leadership’s regional/global aspirations: the service has a 

significant contribution to make, whether as a Quad member or as the 

regional “net security provider 

■  Maritime vision: The national security elite should conceive a 

comprehensive “maritime vision”, and articulate it in a “National Strategy 

for Maritime Security”. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Do you think that BIMSTEC is a parallel organization like the SAARC ? What are 

the similarities and dissimilarities between the two ? How are Indian foreign policy 

objectives realized by forming this new organization?(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                      Scenarios for the future of India, and the world 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, G20, G7, BRICS etc. 

■  Mains GS Paper II & III: Significance of G20 countries, Bilateral, regional and 

global grouping and agreements involving India or affecting India’s interests. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/scenarios-for-the-future-of-india-and-the-world/article66231413.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/scenarios-for-the-future-of-india-and-the-world/article66231413.ece/amp/


ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The fast growth of BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) 

economies was forecast by economists at the turn of the millennium.  

○ The prediction had a large impact on the public imagination and on 

corporate investments. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

BRICS: 

          
 

Background of rise of BRICS: 

●  Japan: The post-war performance of Japan, had predicted that the 21st 

century would be Japan’s century. 

●  Some Economists: Predicted the quick collapse of the Soviet Union or 

foresaw China’s remarkable ascent. 

●  In the next decade: Japan’s growth was limping, the Soviet Union was 

history, and China was the country investors were being directed to. 

●  India, Brazil, Russia, and South Africa were the other four Economic 

powerhouses.  

 

WEF’s scenario planning exercise for the BRICs countries-2004(collaboration 

with the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII)): 

●  Systems thinking: The foundational discipline of scenario planning was 

systems thinking. 



●  Scenario planning does not begin with the data: It starts with listening to 

diverse points of view 

○ About what is going on within a complex system at present 

○ To understand the undercurrents that will surface and disrupt 

predictions of economists’ models.  

●  Scenarios depict shapes that a country’s economy may take in the future 

depending on changes in social and political conditions with economic 

growth.  

●  Systems’ scenarios include subjective perceptions of poverty and inequality. 

●  Includes Mistrust in institutions of governance: which are “externalities” 

to economists’ quantitative models. 

 

 

WEF/CII report, ‘India and the World: Scenarios to 2025’ (published in 2005): 

●  BollyWorld: It revealed forces which would dampen growth in the future if 

not responded to in good time. 

●  Atakta Bharat: It showed how increasing inequality and insecurity could 

compel the government to impose controls on politics for security 

○ It also compels to play a larger role in the economy without adequate 

resources. 

●  Enterprises by the people for the people: The changes that people need are 

produced by them:  

○ By local leaders of women’s self-help groups 

○ Cooperatives for water conservation 

○ farming and dairying 

○ Profitable business enterprises based on local production and 

consumption.  

●  Pahale India: The scenarists projected that by this model, economic growth 

would be more inclusive, more environmentally sustainable, and faster too. 

 

Positive impacts of opening of economy: 

●  More opportunities for private enterprises 

●  Wealth increase: Rapid increases in the wealth of the top 1%.  

●  Young people aspired to become wealthy. 

 

Negative impact: 

●  Signs of their increasing frustration. 



●  Violence was not restricted to rural, “Naxal” areas 

●  Petty urban crimes, many violent, also increased. 

 

Why these predictions about India? 

●  India Shining: India was in an “India Shining” mood at that time. 

●  Fastest growing economy: It was celebrated as “the world’s fastest growing 

free market democracy” to tempt western investors. 

 

Way Forward 

■  Glamour and violence can be mixed for the entertainment of viewers of 

Bollywood movies. 

○ However, India’s “BollyWorld” economic growth is a real story that is 

becoming painful for millions of citizens living in it. 

■  Increasing inequality and insecurity around the world, rising along with 

“free market” globalization, have resulted in reactionary forces in many 

countries, including China and Russia amongst the BRICs.  

○ They have appeared in India too. 

■  Concentration of power in governments and large business monopolies 

for imposing more security and pushing faster GDP growth.  

○ This leads to further unrest and “ Atakta” (stalling) economies. 

■  Local systems solutions for environmental and economic problems, 

cooperatively implemented by communities.  

○ This model solves global systemic problems 

○ It also creates a more harmonious world. 

○ India must promote this model in the G-20 it is hosting this year.  

■  Gandhian approach: India must also adopt this “Gandhian” approach more 

determinedly to make “ Pahale India” a reality for all Indian citizens. 

■  South-south cooperation: We need to expand south-south cooperation to 

share experiences on food and agriculture production and make expanded 

efforts to share India’s experiences for countries in Africa and Asia. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Is inclusive growth possible under market economy ? State the significance of 

financial inclusion in achieving economic growth in India.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 



 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
           BIMSTEC as key to a new South Asian regional order 

 

Source: The Hindu 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance(BIMSTEC, Bay of 

Bengal,Regional forums etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: bilateral, regional and global grouping involving India or 

affecting India’s interests etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  December 8 is commemorated as SAARC Charter Day.  

○ 37 years ago, the South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC), an intergovernmental organization, was 

established. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

   South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation(SAARC): 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/bimstec-as-key-to-a-new-south-asian-regional-order/article66235223.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/bimstec-as-key-to-a-new-south-asian-regional-order/article66235223.ece/amp/


●  The SAARC was established with the signing of the SAARC Charter in Dhaka 

on 8 December 1985. 

●  Founding countries—Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, 

and Sri Lanka. 

●  Afghanistan joined SAARC at the 13th annual summit in 2005. 

●  The Headquarters and Secretariat of the Association are at Kathmandu, 

Nepal. 

●  Cooperation within the framework of the SAARC is based on:  

○ Respect for the principles of sovereign equality 

○ Territorial integrity 

○ Political independence 

○ Non-interference in the internal affairs of other States 

○ Mutual benefit. 

●  Areas of Cooperation: 

1. Human Resource Development and Tourism 

2. Agriculture and Rural Development 

3. Environment, Natural Disasters and Biotechnology 

4. Economic, Trade and Finance 

5. Social Affairs 

6. Information and Poverty Alleviation 

7. Energy, Transport, Science and Technology 

8. Education, Security and Culture and Others 

 

Issues with the SAARC: 

●  Poverty: South Asia continues to be an extremely poor and least integrated 

region in the world.  

●  The intraregional trade and investment in South Asia are very low when 

compared to other regions such as the Association of SouthEast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) and Sub-Saharan Africa. 

●  Pakistan has adopted an obstructionist attitude within SAARC by 

repeatedly blocking several vital initiatives such as the motor vehicles 

agreement, aimed at bolstering regional connectivity. 

●  Deepening hostility between India and Pakistan has made matters worse.  

●  Since 2014: No SAARC summit has taken place leaving the organization 

rudderless, and practically dead. 

 

Importance of SAARC: 



●  SAARC is the only intergovernmental organization with a pan-South Asia 

reach.  

●  India can judiciously employ it to serve its interests in the entire region. 

●  Soft power: A weakened SAARC also means heightened instability in other 

promising regional institutions such as the South Asian University (SAU), 

which is critical to India’s soft power in the region. 

 

Significance of regionalism: 

●  Regionalism has brought immense success in other parts such as East Asia 

and Africa. 

●  Regionalism can deliver prosperity in the South Asian region: especially 

because multilateralism is weakening. 

 

International lawyers Julien Chaisse and Pasha L. Hsieh:  

●  Regional economic order: They have developed the concept of a new 

regional economic order. 

●  Trade-development model: A process through which developing countries 

search for a trade-development model, based on incrementalism and 

flexibility 

●  Different from the neoliberal model laid down by the Washington 

Consensus. 

 

Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral, Technical and Economic 

Cooperation (BIMSTEC): 



                  
●  It is an intergovernmental organization established in 1997. 

●  BIMSTEC comprises: 

○ Five South Asian nations (Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, India and Sri 

Lanka) 

○ Two ASEAN countries (Myanmar and Thailand). 

 

Why is BIMSTEC charter better than SAARC? 

●  Article 6: Unlike the SAARC Charter, Article 6 of the BIMSTEC Charter talks 

about the ‘Admission of new members’ to the group.  

○ This paves the way for the admission of countries such as the 

Maldives. 

●  BIMSTEC Charter, to boost economic integration: It does not contain the 

flexible participation scheme of the kind present in the ASEAN Charter. 

●  No country enjoys veto power to thwart economic integration between 

willing countries: BIMSTEC does not contain a flexible participation scheme.     



 

Way Forward 

■  Bilateralism: India can successfully use the instrument of bilateralism over 

regionalism to pursue its interests. 

○ Bilateralism is undoubtedly important but it cannot not substitute 

regional or multilateral efforts. 

■  Reviving SAARC by infusing political energy into it and updating its dated 

Charter will be an ideal way forward. 

■  Flexible ‘BIMSTEC Minus X’ formula: It might allow India and Bangladesh 

or India and Thailand to conduct their ongoing bilateral free trade agreement 

(FTA) negotiations under the broader BIMSTEC umbrella.  

○ It will enable the gradual and incremental expansion of these binding 

commitments to other members.  

○ Amendments: India should press for this amendment in the BIMSTEC 

Charter. 

■  BIMSTEC should not end up as another SAARC: Member countries should 

raise the stakes.  

○ A high-quality FTA offering deep economic integration would be an 

ideal step. 

■  India should explore legal ways: to move successful SAARC institutions 

such as SAU to BIMSTEC. 

○ These steps will give stronger roots to BIMSTEC 

○ It will enable erecting a new South Asian regional order based on 

incrementalism and flexibility. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Do you think that BIMSTEC is a parallel organization like the SAARC ? What are 

the similarities and dissimilarities between the two ? How are Indian foreign policy 

objectives realized by forming this new organization?(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                      The G-20 can be the UN Security Council alternative 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-g-20-can-be-the-un-security-council-alternative/article66244029.ece/amp/
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■   Prelims: Current events of international importance, G20, UNSC etc. 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Significance of G20 countries, Bilateral, regional and global 

grouping and agreements involving India or affecting India’s interests. 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  India formally assumed the G20 Presidency, from Indonesia. 

○ The Prime Minister said that India looks forward to a Presidency of 

healing, harmony and hope. 

 

 
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

G20: 

●  The G20 is an informal group:19 countries and the European Union, with 

representatives of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 

●  The G20 Presidency rotates annually: according to a system that ensures a 

regional balance over time. 

●  For the selection of the presidency: 19 countries are divided into 5 groups, 

each having no more than 4 countries.  

○ The presidency rotates between each group.  

●  Every year the G20 selects a country from another group to be president. 



○ India is in Group 2 which also has Russia, South Africa, and 

Turkey. 

●  The G20 does not have a permanent secretariat or Headquarters.  

 

India’s position  for upcoming G20: 

●  India said: Ukraine will not be the centerpiece of the G-20 this year. 

 

Why is the G20 better alternative? 

●  The world is looking for an alternative to the United Nations Security 

Council (UNSC): which has been paralysed by the veto. 

●  Credibility of UNSC: COVID-19 pandemic and the Russian invasion of 

Ukraine, the UNSC’s credibility hit rock bottom. 

●  The expansion of its permanent membership of UNSC: It will be strongly 

resisted by the permanent members and a large majority of the General 

Assembly. 

 

Issues addressed by G20: 

●  Major issues related to the global economy, such as: 

○ International financial stability 

○ Climate change mitigation 

○ Sustainable development 

 

Significance of G20: 

●  Its composition is such that it looks like it is an expanded Security Council.  

●  Balance: It is representative of all the significant countries of the 21st 

century and is balanced between developed and developing countries. 

●  The present permanent members and declared aspirants have been 

included while Africa and Latin America have also been represented. 

 

How can the Bali Declaration be used as a platform to turn G20 from economic 

to political body? 

●  It constitutes the consensus in the group on the Russia-Ukraine war: If 

the G-20 emerges as a peacemaker in Europe, it will attain legitimacy as a 

group to promote international peace and security 

○ It can gradually become an alternative to the UNSC. 

 

How will G20 be different from UNSC? 



●  Veto power: No one can prevent its meetings by use of the veto.  

●  Russia will have to reason out its behavior rather than threaten the use of 

the veto to intimidate the international community.  

 

India’s role in global stability: 

●  Strong positions on decolonisation and rights of the developing countries 

to play a role as a leader of the non-aligned world. 

●  India was the author of several landmark resolutions of the UNSC on the 

question of Palestine and administered the healing touch whenever 

confrontation developed in multilateral fora.  

●  India prevented the expulsion of Egypt from the Non-Aligned Movement 

at the Havana summit when the Arabs turned against Egypt. 

 

Way Forward 

■  Considering that the Bali declaration which was virtually drafted by India, 

India has been recognised as a potential honest broker who may be able to 

end the devastating war. 

■  A consensus decision of G-20: It should be universally acceptable. 

■  The grave danger of a permanent member waging a war and vetoing 

every resolution against it is a reality that the UN should address. 

■  India should Highlight the Bali Declaration and to present a road map 

during the preparatory process for the G-20 and persuade the sherpas to take 

it on its agenda. 

■  Even Russia will accept India’s role as an honest broker in the process: 

This will enhance India’s capacity to deal with the crisis in a formal way 

within the G-20.  

■  As the President of the G-20: the fund of goodwill that India has earned in 

the UN will be an asset at this critical moment. 

■  The legitimisation of the G-20 as a global arbiter in international affairs: 

It will create a multilateral instrument where all members are equal.  

■  UN an effective instrument: Though it may take a very long time for it to 

replace the UNSC, a beginning will have been made in making the UN an 

effective instrument in stopping wars and building cooperation. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  



Q. The long sustained image of India as a leader of the oppressed and marginalized 

nations has disappeared on account of its new found role in the emerging global 

order.’ Elaborate(UPSC 2019) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                                      An Example and a Warning  

 

Source: Indian Express, Indian Express  

 

■   Prelims: Current events of international importance, G20, Global south, 

Inflation etc. 

■  Mains GS Paper II & III: Significance of G20 countries, Bilateral, regional and 

global grouping and agreements involving India or affecting India’s interests. 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  India formally assumed the G20 Presidency, from Indonesia. 

○ The Prime Minister said that India looks forward to a Presidency of 

healing, harmony and hope. 

■  The finance track is to ensure that G20 nations come up with a credible 

policy framework. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-fiscal-deficit-g20-gdp-inflation-8319179/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-fiscal-deficit-g20-gdp-inflation-8319179/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/how-high-the-centres-subsidy-bill-could-go-this-year-8318677/lite/


 
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

G20: 

●  The G20 is an informal group:19 countries and the European Union, with 

representatives of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 

●  The G20 Presidency rotates annually: according to a system that ensures a 

regional balance over time. 

●  For the selection of the presidency: 19 countries are divided into 5 groups, 

each having no more than 4 countries.  

○ The presidency rotates between each group.  

●  Every year the G20 selects a country from another group to be president. 

○ India is in Group 2 which also has Russia, South Africa, and 

Turkey. 

●  The G20 does not have a permanent secretariat or Headquarters.  

 

Why is the finance track needed in G20? 

●  Tame inflation: especially food inflation 

●  Protecting growth and ensuring overall financial stability.  

 

Current Issues: 



●  The fear of recession during Covid-19: has come back in the form of excess 

liquidity, causing inflation. 

●  The Russia-Ukraine conflict has flared fuel and food prices 

●  Climate change in the form of intense heat waves, floods and droughts, is 

hitting food prices in several countries.  

 

Food inflation in G20 countries: 

 
●  In Turkey: Food inflation is surging at 103 percent.  

●  Argentina:  Food inflation is at 91.6(ninety one point six) percent. 

●  Germany: Food inflation is at 17.7(seventeen point seven)percent – an 

unprecedented phenomenon in decades.  

●  India: Is in a better position with 7 percent food inflation.  

 

India’s position: 

●  IMF’s World Economic Outlook: India is taming inflation while scoring the 

highest GDP growth (6.1(six point one) percent in 2023) 

 

GDP growth of major economies: 

●  China: It  is likely to be at 4.4(four point four) percent 

●  US: 1 percent 

●  Eurozone: 0.5(zero point five) percent 

●  UK: at 0.3(zero point three)percent 

 

Global growth: 



●  Likely to tumble from 6 percent in 2021 to just 3.2(three point 

two)percent in 2022 and 2.7(two point seven) percent in 2023.  

●  Advanced economies: likely to see even lower growth at only 2.4(two point 

four) percent and 1.1(one point one) percent in 2022 and 2023 

respectively.  

●  China’s growth: It  has been downgraded to 3.2(three point two)percent in 

2022 (the lowest growth in more than four decades, and 4.4(four point four) 

percent in 2023. 

 

Fiscal deficit of India: 

●  The Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act of 2003 (FRBMA): 

It envisioned bringing down the fiscal deficit to 3 percent of GDP. 

●  The fiscal deficit at 9.9(nine point nine) percent (Centre and states 

combined): It is the highest amongst all G20 countries. 

 

The case of Subsidies: 

●  The overshooting of subsidies, both in 2022-23 and 2021-22: budget 

estimate was Rs 336,439 crore(approx), against the provisional final of Rs 

446,047 crore(approx) 

 

Reasons for overshooting of subsidies: 

●  COVID-19  

●  Russia-Ukraine war 

 

Reasons for increased subsidies in India: 

●  Offtake of rice and wheat through the PDS under various welfare schemes, 

like Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKY) during Covid  

●  fertilizer and petroleum: The higher subsidy outgo has been due to a surge 

in global prices.  

○ Government cushioning farmers and consumers from the shock. 

●  Insulating the farmer and consumer: It meant compensating fertilizer and 

oil marketing companies (OMCs) for selling below cost or under-recoveries. 

 

Way Forward 

■   Inflation and protecting growth: 2023 will be a test case for the collective 

wisdom of the G20 in taming inflation and protecting growth. 



■  Against this global backdrop of inflation and growth: India can surely 

stand tall and may be able to guide G20 on how it has managed not to let food 

inflation go out of control and yet maintained the highest rate of GDP growth. 

■  Food inflation in several African nations where the purchasing power of 

people is very low: If India is to represent an agenda for the Global South, it 

should invite the African Union to the G20.  

○ African nations need support from the G20. 

■  Finance Minister: Managing inflation with growth has to be done in a 

synchronized manner by the RBI, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of 

Food, and many other ministries. 

■  Government needs to bring down the fiscal deficit of the Centre in a 

calibrated manner somewhere between 3 to 4 percent in the next year or 

two, without jeopardizing growth, that would be the real feather in India’s 

cap for macro-economic management. 

■  Case of freebies: The best way to proceed is to set up a high level committee 

of credible professionals to look into this and suggest ways and means to 

bring efficiency in public expenditures of the Centre and the states 

○ making it more growth oriented, creating more jobs and livelihoods, 

and more environment protecting. 

■  Some relief can be expected on all the “3F” subsidies – food, fuel and 

fertilizer: In food, the government is unlikely to extend PMGKY beyond 

December. 

■  The food subsidy outgo for the coming fiscal is likely to be contained 

within Rs 2 lakh crore: The same should not exceed Rs 1 lakh 50 thousand 

crore for fertilizer and Rs 25 thousand crore for petroleum – assuming no 

new geopolitical, climate or pandemic shocks. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. The long sustained image of India as a leader of the oppressed and marginalized 

nations has disappeared on account of its new found role in the emerging global 

order.’ Elaborate(UPSC 2019) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                              Analyzing U.S.-China bilateral ties 



 

Source: The Hindu 

  

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance(Indo-Pacific, Regional 

forums, etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Multipolar World, Significance of Indo-Pacific for India, 

Indo-Pacific Region, Free and open Indo-Pacific, International organizations. 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The U.S. President and Chinese President had their first in-person 

interaction on the sidelines of the G-20 summit in Bali in November, 

signaling a probable relaxation of the growing tensions. 

                 
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Phases in the US-China relationship: 

●  19th century: American missionaries began to arrive in China and began to 

generate empathy for the nation. 

●  During World War II: US backed Chinese nationalists in their fight against 

Japanese occupation.  

●  The US tried to isolate China from 1949: when the communists prevailed 

over the nationalists.  

●  The 1970s: It saw the US and communist China come together to counter the 

Soviet Union.  

●  The 1980s: Beginning of an economic engagement that turned into a huge 

commercial and technological partnership from the 1990s.  

●  21st century: some in the US began to see China as a potential threat. 

○ America believed that China’s growing economic prosperity would 

inevitably lead to greater democratization of its society. 

●  US-China rivalry has intensified in the past two years covering: 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/explained-analysing-us-china-bilateral-ties/article66260034.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/explained-analysing-us-china-bilateral-ties/article66260034.ece/amp/


○ trade 

○ technology 

○ naval activities in the South China Sea 

○ diplomacy.  

 

Recent downturns in US-China relations: 

●  Taiwan: Nancy Pelosi’s historic visit to Taiwan 

●  Heavy restrictions: The imposition of heavy restrictions on China’s 

semiconductor industry by the U.S. 

 

How did relations sour between the U.S. and China? 

 
 

Reasons for continuous decoupling” of bilateral relations: 

●  China’s crackdown in Xinjiang and Hong Kong 

●  wolf warrior diplomacy during the COVID-19 blame game 

●  Evident support to Russia during the Ukraine crisis 



●  Taiwan: Escalating offensive posturing towards Taiwan 

 

Outcome of the meet on the sidelines of G20: 

●  There was no joint statement released after the meeting. 

●  Easing tensions and reopening channels of communication were agreed 

upon by both the leaders. 

●  US President: He proposed promoting U.S.-China cooperation on the issues 

of: 

○ climate change 

○ global macroeconomic stability, 

○ global health and food security. 

●  The US underlined the human rights concerns surrounding China’s 

activities in Xinjiang, Tibet and Hong Kong. 

●  China re-emphasised Taiwan’s position as being at “the very core of 

China’s core interests” as well as “the bedrock of the political foundation of 

China-U.S. relations. 

●  “Five noes” by US President: 

○ Not seek a new Cold War 

○ Not seek to change China’s system 

○ Not to revitalize its alliances against China 

○ Not to disturb the cross-Strait status quo 

○ Not look for conflict with China. 

  

India’s stand on US-China dynamics: 

●  Us-China dynamic: India’s engagement with the US-China dynamic has not 

been an uncomfortable one in the past.  

●  International acceptance: When the US sought to isolate China in the 1950s, 

India tried to befriend it and promote its international acceptance.  

●  Alliance with Russia: When the US and China joined to limit Soviet power in 

the 1970s, India deepened its alliance with Moscow.  

●  Modernisation of China: India watched with envy as the US helped the rapid 

modernisation of the Chinese economy. 

 

Way Forward: 

■  Stability in bilateral relations: The recent meeting between the two heads 

of states certainly imply that there is a move toward bringing in more 

stability into bilateral relations. 



■  China’s more specific objectives like the reunification of Taiwan with the 

mainland. 

○ China has not moved away from its path to attain its long term goal of 

centrality in the international system. 

■  The “new era” of Xi Jinping is marked by China’s efforts to project rather 

than conceal its capabilities. 

■  The US’s three-pillar approach towards China — “invest, align, compete: 

This showcases the intent to deal with the threat posed by China without 

sliding into an inadvertent conflict. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. With respect to the South China sea, maritime territorial disputes and rising 

tension affirm the need for safeguarding maritime security to ensure freedom of 

navigation and overflight throughout the region. In this context, discuss the bilateral 

issues between India and China.(UPSC 2014) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                                 A role for India in a World Wide Web 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

Prelims: Current events of international importance, G20, BIMSTEC, BRICS, BASIC 

etc etc. 

Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements 

involving India or affecting India’s interests. 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The External Affairs Minister said that India can play a “stabilizing” and 

“bridging” role, at a time when the world no longer offers an “optimistic 

picture”, is fascinating. 

■  Pax Indica: India and the World in the 21st Century-Shashi Tharoor 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/a-role-for-india-in-a-world-wide-web/article66282483.ece/amp/
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Multilateralism: 

●  It refers to a set of governing arrangements of fundamental rules, principles, 

and institutions among nations.  

●  The United Nations (UN) is an example of a multilateral international 

institution which aims at making a sustainable and inclusive multilateral 

global order. 

 

Role of multilateral global order: 

 
 

What makes a country a world leader? 

●  Joseph Nye: Power of attraction means much more than the force of arms or 

economic muscle in wielding influence in the world. 

●  Conventional analyses of any country’s stature in the world: It relies on 

the all-too-familiar economic and hard-power assumptions. 

●  It is a transformation of the terms of global exchange and the way 

countries adapt to the new international, interlinked landscape that will 

shape their future role and direction. 

 

Achievements by India: 

●  Population: India is on course to top the charts, overtaking China as the 

world’s most populous country next year 

●  Military strength: India has the world’s fourth-strongest army 

●  Nuclear capacity: India’s status having been made clear in 1998(formally 

recognised in the India-U.S. nuclear deal) 

●  Economic development: India is already the world’s third largest economy 

in PPP (purchasing-power parity) terms. 

 

What should be the present foreign policy of India? 



●  The ultimate purpose of any country’s foreign policy: It  is to promote the 

security and well-being of its own citizens. 

●  India needs to define a new role that depends on our understanding of the 

way the world is. 

●  India has to work through multiple networks: which will sometimes 

overlap with each other with common memberships, and sometimes be 

distinct. 

 

How does India maintain multilateralism? 

●  RIC: India meets annually with his Russian and Chinese counterparts in the 

trilateral RIC 

●  BRICS: India adds Brazil and South Africa in BRICS 

●  IBSA: India subtracts both Russia and China in IBSA, South-South cooperation 

●  BASIC: India retains China but excludes Russia in BASIC 

 

 

Present global challenges that need to be addressed: 

 
 

 

Way Forward 

■  Multipolar world: India has to play a critical role in the cooperative 

networked system in our multi-polar world. 

■  Pax Indica: India’s role in shaping the emerging global “network” which 

would define international relations and world politics in the 21st century. 



■  World leadership: India should become an active participant in a world that 

is no longer defined by parameters such as “superpowers” or “great powers” 

exercising “world leadership”. 

■  India belongs both to the non-aligned movement: which reflects its 

experience of colonialism, and the community of democracies. 

○ It reflects its 75 years of experience as a democracy alongside many of 

the countries it rails against in the non-aligned movement. 

■  India is a leading light of the global “trade union” of developing 

countries: The G-77 (Group of 77), and also of the global macro-economic 

“management”, the G-20 (whose presidency India has just assumed). 

■  India plays an influential role: Both in the United Nations and in the South 

Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) that has only its seven 

neighbors. 

■  Vision for world: India is in a position to graduate from a focus limited to 

own sovereign autonomy to exercising a vision of responsibility on the world 

stage 

○ from a post-colonial concern with self-protection to a new role 

participating in the making of global rules and even playing a role in 

imposing them. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. The long sustained image of India as a leader of the oppressed and marginalized 

nations has disappeared on account of its new found role in the emerging global 

order.’ Elaborate(UPSC 2019) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                Accepting the new normal in the Indo-Pacific contestation 
 

Source: The Hindu 

■  Prelims: Current events of national and international importance(indo-pacific, 

QUAD, BRI, Hambantota port, Act east policy,  

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global groupings involving India or 

affecting India’s interests, Significance of Indo-Pacific for India etc  

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/accepting-the-new-normal-in-the-indo-pacific-contestation/article66286180.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/accepting-the-new-normal-in-the-indo-pacific-contestation/article66286180.ece/amp/


ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The world is embracing a ‘new normal’ where new fault lines are being 

reconfigured in the Indo-Pacific. 

            
       

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Indo-Pacific: 

●  The Indo-Pacific is a geopolitical construct that has emerged as a substitute to 

the long-prevalent “Asia-Pacific. 

●  Indian ocean and pacific ocean: It is an integrated theater that combines 

the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, and the land masses that surround 

them. 

●  Strategic and economic: It is both a strategic as well as an economic domain 

comprising important sea-lines of communication 

●  Maritime security: The Indo-Pacific is also associated with maritime security 

and cooperation. 

●  US: It describe the Indo-Pacific as a region that starts at the: 

○ Western shore of the Americas and ends at the shores of the Indian 

subcontinent.  

●  India and Japan: the concept is much broader in expanse, extending to the 

shores of the African continent. 

●  Major stakeholders in the Indo-Pacific include: India, U.S.A., Australia, 

Japan, Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) members and other 

maritime nations that occupy the strategic positions in the Indian and Pacific 

Ocean including small island countries. 



 

Significance of Indo-Pacific region for India: 

●  Strategic significance: The Indo-Pacific is a multipolar region that accounts 

for over half of global GDP and population. 

●  Mineral Resources: Maritime regions have also become important storage 

areas for essential resources such as fish stocks, minerals, and offshore oil 

and gas. 

●  Economic Growth: The Indo-Pacific area accounts for approximately 60% of 

world GDP, making it the most important contributor to global growth. 

●  Commerce: Many of the world’s most important choke points for global trade 

are located in this region, including the Straits of Malacca, which are crucial 

for global economic growth. 

 

Current Issues: 

●  The COVID-19 pandemic and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

●  Nepal, the Maldives and Bhutan are struggling with depleting forex 

reserves.  

●  Bangladesh has reached a bailout agreement worth $4.5 billion with the 

International Monetary Fund.  

●  Sri Lanka is yet to chart its way out of the economic crisis.  

●  Energy shortages, inflation, and negative or slow economic growth are 

disrupting day-to-day activities in these countries. 

 

Present developments: 

●  The Indian Ocean and South Asian regions: They are at the heart of this 

contestation, considering their geo-political and geo-economic prominence 

and India’s emergence as a major power.  

●  Tensions between an aggressive China and an emerging India intensify: 

Quad partners are also making inroads, ushering significant changes in the 

region. 

 

China’s widening outreach: 

●  Outreach in South Asia: It has increased manifold in the early 2000s with its 

economic boom.  

●  Strategic ends in the region through  

○ Loans 

○ Financial incentives 



○ Mega-infrastructure projects 

●  BRI: Launch of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) in 2013.  

 

How did it help China? 

●  Investments enabled China to access the Indian Ocean. 

●  Promote political and security ties in the region 

●  Harbour military vessels and submarines 

●  Take certain islands and ports on lease (including the Hambantota port of 

Sri Lanka). 

 

Steps by India and Quad: 

●  Maldives-‘India First’ policy: With massive economic assistance, grants, and 

infrastructure projects and by also cooperating on maritime security. 

●  In Nepal, Prime Minister Deuba’s government: It has attempted to 

improve Nepal’s overall bilateral relations with India.  

●  In Sri Lanka: India has provided economic and humanitarian assistance and 

investments worth $4 billion. 

●  Close cooperation with Quad: It has ensued among partners to collectively 

push against China and offer genuine alternatives to the BRI 

○ They have also been assisting Sri Lanka throughout the crisis. 

●  Japan: It is also finalizing its talks with Sri Lanka on debt restructuring.  

●  In Maldives: Australia and the U.S. have committed to opening their 

embassies and new areas of cooperation.  

●  The U.S: It signed a defense and security framework with the Maldives.  

●  Nepal: It ratified the U.S.’s Millennium Challenge Corporation (Nepal 

Compact). 

 

Why does it have no Impact on China? 

●  It is unlikely to deter China from furthering its presence in the region 

●  Chinese surveillance vessel Yuan Wang-5: It had docked in Sri Lanka in 

August  re-entered the Indian Ocean.  

●  Another vessel of the Yuan Wang series entered the Indian Ocean: 

coinciding with the test flight of Agni-series missiles.  

●  China hosted its first-ever China-Indian Ocean Region Forum, to 

institutionalize its presence in the region. 

 

 



Way Forward 

■  Possibility of a two-front war persists: Pakistan’s strategic isolation, 

economic and political fallout, and border and terror challenges emanating 

from Afghanistan have minimized the likelihood of its aggression. 

■  China will continue to leverage its financial and economic might and 

political influence in South Asia. 

■  South Asian countries would hesitate to completely move away from 

China: They hope to exercise their agency by balancing with China and India 

essentially making this competition a ‘new normal’. 

■  India and its partners: They have started to make recent gains against 

China, and should be ready to embrace these challenges. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Evaluate the economic and strategic dimensions of India’s Look East Policy in the 

context of the post Cold War international scenario.(UPSC 2016) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                        Focus on Africa, the heart of the Global South 

 

Source: The Hindu  

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, Global South, G20, 

Washington summit etc  

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping involving India and 

Affecting India’s interests etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  India, through the G20 presidency, intends to be remembered as the voice of 

the Global South at the heart of which is Africa. 

            

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/focus-on-africa-the-heart-of-the-global-south/article66310893.ece/amp/
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INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Global South: 

●  The Global South is a term often used to identify regions within Latin 

America, Asia, Africa, and Oceania.  

●  It is one of a family of terms, including "Third World" and "Periphery", that 

denote regions outside Europe and North America. 

●  Economies not fully developed: Global South is used to describe countries 

whose economies are not yet fully developed and which face challenges such 

as low per capita income, excessive unemployment, and a lack of valuable 

capital. 

●  Located in tropics: Although the majority of Global South countries are 

indeed located in the tropics or Southern Hemisphere, the term itself is 

strictly economic. 

●  Australia is "down under" but not part of the Global South. 

 

Washington summit: 

●  The second U.S.-Africa summit was held in Washington. 

●  The leaders of 49 countries and the chair of the African Union (AU) 

participated from Africa. 

Important discussion of the Summit: 

●  Political, security, and economic cooperation with Africa. 

●  Ways to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 and future pandemics 

●  Respond to the climate crisis 

●  Promote food security and deepen diasporic ties 



 

US declaration during the summit: 

●  African voices, leadership and innovation are “all critical to addressing the 

most pressing global challenges” and realizing the vision of a free, open, 

prosperous and secure world.  

●  The U.S. is “all in on Africa and all in with Africa. 

 

Decisions taken during the summit: 

●  Support for G20: The U.S announced its support for the AU to join the G20 as 

a permanent member.  

●  Fully supports” reforming the UN Security Council (UNSC) to include 

permanent representation for Africa. 

●  A promise for the president and the vice president to visit Africa next year. 

 

Investments and Initiatives by the US in Africa: 

●  Investments and initiatives: $21 billion to the IMF to provide access to 

necessary financing for low-and middle-income countries 

●  $10 million for a pilot programme to boost the security capacity of its 

African partners.  

●  The administration indicated that it planned to invest $55 billion in 

Africa over the next three years. 

 

China in Africa: 

●  It has emerged as the largest trading partner and the fourth largest 

investor in the African continent, ahead of the U.S 

●  China-Africa trade exchanges stood at $254 billion.  

○ U.S.-Africa trade stood at $44.9 billion. 

●  China’s total investment in Africa of $43.4 billion in 2020. 

○ The U.S. investment stock in Sub-Saharan Africa was $30.31 billion. 

●  Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC):  

○ established in October 2000.  

○ The FOCAC is composed of ministers and leaders of Africa and China 

who meet once in three years, alternately in Beijing and an African 

capital. 

○ Support under FOCAC:  

■  One-China Principle 

■  Global Development Initiative 



■  Belt and Road Initiative 

■  vision of “a community with a shared future. 

■  China-Africa community 

India-Africa: 

  
 

Way Forward 

■  To truly represent the South: It is essential to grasp the mood and changes 

in Africa, especially in its external partnerships.  

○ This will determine the contribution India can make to advance the 

African agenda.  

○ The outcome of the U.S.-Africa Leaders’ Summit needs a critical 

examination. 

■  FOCAC: U.S. and other nations can take a cue from the Forum on China-Africa 

Cooperation (FOCAC): established in October 2000.  

○ The FOCAC is composed of ministers and leaders of Africa and China 

who meet once in three years, alternately in Beijing and an African 

capital. 

■  India’s equity in Africa is older and richer than that of China and the U.S., 

but that should not be a source of uncritical satisfaction. 



■  Political and economic partnership: India has striven hard to strengthen its 

political and economic partnership with Africa at the continental, regional 

and bilateral levels.  

○ The government created a special momentum in arranging high-level 

exchanges and forging cooperation initiatives during the 2015-19 

period. 

■  The G20 presidency: It is India’s opportunity to ensure that the AU becomes 

a permanent member of this grouping and to firmly reflect Africa’s Agenda 

2063 for development.  

■  The fourth India-Africa Forum Summit should be held in early 2024, lest 

the third summit held in 2015 becomes a distant memory. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. The USA is facing an existential threat in the form of China, that is much more 

challenging than the erstwhile Soviet Union.” Explain.(UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                  Where China is headed and what it means for India 

 

Source: Indian Express  

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance(India-US relations, Indo-

China disputes etc ) 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping involving India, 

Significance of Indo-Pacific for India etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Globally, the most significant geopolitical event of 2022 was the Russian 

invasion of Ukraine. 

○ Second most important development of 2022 was the re-coronation of 

Xi Jinping for a third term as President of the People’s Republic of 

China. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-china-border-relations-8349401/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-china-border-relations-8349401/lite/


     

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Impact of Ukraine war: 

●  Globalization: It dealt a massive blow to globalization.  

●  Energy and grain markets were disrupted, an old contradiction(noted by 

John Maynard Keynes)returned.  

 

Impact of appointment of  Xi Jinping: 

●  It broke two interconnected norms of post-Mao China: 

○ Collective responsibility: replacing the idea of concentration of 

power in a single leader as during the Maoist era. 

○ Term limits for the party’s and nation’s head.  

■  For Xi, no one is ruling out a further, even life-long, extension in 

power. 

 

Why is Chinese rise different from Russia? 

●  Economy: Unlike Russia, the 11th largest economy of the world in December 

2021. 

○ China is the second largest economy and market of the world 

○ the largest foreign trader and one of the biggest receivers of foreign 

investment.  

●  China’s capacity to throw the international economy into trouble will go 

far beyond natural gas, oil and food grain. 

●  China’s, Taiwan argument: It roughly echoes Putin’s claim about Ukraine. 

○ Taiwan has no reason to maintain a separate independent 

existence(Taiwan was historically an integral part of China) 

●  Comparison of Ukraine and Taiwan: 

○ Unlike Ukraine, Taiwan is a first-world economy.  

○ In December 2021, Ukraine’s per capita income was a little less 

than $5,000, Taiwan’s was over $35,000.  

○ Ukraine’s GDP was about $200 billion, Taiwan’s over $820 billion, 

which included cutting-edge industries such as semiconductors. 

●  Russia-China comparison economically: 

○ Russia’s GDP at $1.5(one point five)trillion, China’s GDP in December 

2021 was $17.7(seventeen point seven)trillion,  

 



Priorities of Xi-Jinping: 

●  Chinese Specialists: More and more China specialists believe security over 

economics. 

●  International Security (Fall 2022): China’s economic model should indicate 

how, under Xi, security and economics are getting intermingled. 

●  Pearson, Rithmire and Tsai(chinese scholars): Xi’s economic system is 

best described as “party state capitalism”, to be distinguished from “state 

capitalism”. 

●  Political prioritization of firms in China:  

○ The SOEs(state-owned enterprises):were on top 

○ The foreign invested enterprises (FIEs): were next in importance 

○ Private local firms(called “ethnic Chinese enterprises)” (ECEs): 

They were at the bottom of the governmental hierarchy. 

 

What does party state capitalism depict? 

●  Establishment of Communist party’s authority over firms in a very 

different way, especially via creation of party cells in firms and appointment 

of Communist party members on corporate boards 

●  Enforcement of political loyalty among private sector executives, including 

by punishment of those who seek business autonomy. 

 

Concerns for India: 

●  Security Concerns: 

○ Growing cooperation between Pakistan and China. 

○ Increasing nexus between Nepal and China. 

○ Acceptance to China-Pakistan Economic Corridor by south asian 

countries. 

●  Leadership Roles in South Asia: 

○ It shows increasing Chinese presence in South Asia and its acceptance 

by the countries as a torch bearer for the region which India wants for 

itself. 

●  Economic Concerns: 

○ China has replaced India as the major trading partner of several South 

Asian countries. 

○ The share of India’s trade with Maldives was 3.4 times that of 

China’s in 2008. By 2018, China’s total trade with Maldives slightly 

exceeded that of India. 



 

Way Forward 

■  If, according to China, China’s security or power imperatives required an 

invasion of Taiwan, the economic implications would be astronomical. 

■  Party state control: It becomes a huge security concern, especially for the 

US, as also Japan, if the party-state penetrates high-tech: 5-G telecom, 

semiconductors, robotics etc. 

■  Economics and security are not interconnected if party cells are created in 

textiles and footwear, but they are hard to disentangle if high-tech private 

firms become intertwined with the state. 

■  US’s chip ban on China: These chips have become critical to the evolution of 

“technologies of the future” in virtually all sectors ranging from 

pharmaceuticals, artificial intelligence to defense and weapons. 

○ China will have to produce these chips on its own, which can 

substantially delay its further industrial advance, unless US allies can 

step in to fill the void, which is highly unlikely but not impossible. 

■  India should keep in mind that China has moved to a security over 

economics mode, making a Chinese compromise less likely.  

○ China’s prime security focus, makes China-India border problems more 

or less manageable and remains wholly unclear.  

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. How will I2U2 (India, Israel, UAE and USA) grouping transform India's Position in 

global politics ?(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                      In the new evolving world, India needs a new vision     

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

Prelims: Current events of international importance, Ukraine-Russia war, covid-19, 

debt diplomacy, common enemy doctrine, decentralization etc 

Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements 

involving India or affecting India’s interests. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/in-the-new-evolving-world-india-needs-a-new-vision/article66321747.ece/amp/
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ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Vladimir Lenin: ‘There are decades where nothing happens; and there are 

weeks where decades happen.’ 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Multilateralism: 

●  It refers to a set of governing arrangements of fundamental rules, principles, 

and institutions among nations.  

●  The United Nations (UN) is an example of a multilateral international 

institution which aims at making a sustainable and inclusive multilateral 

global order. 

 

Role of multilateral global order: 

 
 

Events during 2022: 

●  COVID-19 pandemic:  

○ It was dealt by collective vaccination efforts of science, business and 

governments across the world.  

●  Russia-Ukraine conflict: Impact: 

○ Retaliatory economic sanctions 

○ weaponization of trade dependencies 

○ inflation and recession  

○ gas shortage in winter 

 

Steps by USA: 

●  Trade restrictions against its enemies 

●  promoting trading blocs among its allies 



●  incentivising domestic production through large financial assistance. 

 

Steps by China: 

●  Military aggression by China against India.  

●  Realignment of the world order through: 

○ Strategic use of debt diplomacy 

○ Economic power 

○ Common enemy’ doctrine 

 

Why Social harmony a necessary condition? 

●  Economic power: It is a necessary condition for India’s rise as an economic 

power.  

●  Factories will not differentiate amongst people of multiple identities 

working together.  

○ Ability is all that matters. 

●  There is a danger of one stray communal incident erupting into large-

scale violence and unrest. 

 

What steps India needs to take? 

●  Time to re-imagine India’s overall strategy: re-evaluate our normative 

policy framework in this backdrop of an irrational world.  

●  Holistic military, diplomatic, social and economic strategy and not be 

afraid to challenge conventional wisdom. 

●  Modernize and augment our defense capabilities with state-of-the-art 

weaponry and not be held hostage to antiquated military purchase norms and 

processes. 

●  India needs a bolder geo-economic strategy to gain preferential access to 

unique technologies and capital from other nations in return for domestic 

market access. 

●  India’s politics will need to craft a new social contract with citizens, as 

the traditional tools of welfare and governance turn weak. 

○ The gap between the haves and have-nots widens further. 

●  India’s economic road map will have to factor in environmental 

concerns, move away from the monopolies model of private enterprise 

●  Carve a new inclusive, labor market focused economic development path 

of production, and not chase financialisation-driven GDP growth  



●  Stronger institutions are a necessary condition for greater 

decentralization: Reforming public institutions with more powers, 

autonomy, resources and accountability is essential. 

 

Way Forward 

■  Trusted free trade among nations has turned into distrustful ‘foe trade’, 

leading to formation of ‘friend trade’ groups and the glorification of ‘economic 

nationalism’. 

■  India stands to gain from the established trade order: India cannot afford 

to get squeezed in the emerging bipolar world of western and Russia-China 

trading blocs. 

■  Reshaping of world: The Chinese threat is neither just a border dispute with 

India nor an isolated bilateral conflict. It marks a fundamental reshaping of 

global forces. 

■  Knee-jerk reactions such as trade restrictions and economic sanctions 

against China by western powers are blunt measures that will backfire. 

■  The counter to a Sino-centric world order is an economically powerful 

India. 

■  Bharat Jodo yatra: It is an effort to heal communal wounds and strengthen 

the nation’s social fabric to help surmount the geopolitical and economic 

challenges facing the nation and the world. 

■  Rational pursuits of peace and prosperity are not the sole or even primary 

motivator for all nations and leaders.  

○ We must contest this ‘no more shared rational pursuits’ premise for the 

emerging new world order. 

■  The established foreign policy doctrine of non-alignment may now 

conflict with India’s growing need for trade and market access in the new 

economic world order, and may need to be re-envisioned. 

■  India’s political governance model calls for greater decentralization and 

federalism reforms to cater to widening divergence among States. 

■  Collective efforts of all leaders across the political spectrum to come 

together and craft a new vision, for which the onus rests with the Prime 

Minister. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  



Q. The long sustained image of India as a leader of the oppressed and marginalized 

nations has disappeared on account of its new found role in the emerging global 

order.’ Elaborate(UPSC 2019) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                 An Indian recipe to quell micronutrient malnutrition 
 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance(Different social service 

Schemes,micronutrients, Anemia FAO, GHI, NFHS-5, POSHAN, ICDS, Mid-day 

meal scheme etc) 

■  Mains GS Paper I & II: Social empowerment, development and management of 

social sectors/services related to Health. 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  National Family Health Survey-5 data shows that every second Indian 

woman is anemic, every third child is stunted and malnourished, and every 

fifth child is wasted.  

○ According to an FAO Food Security Report for 2021, India ranks 101 

out of 116 countries in the Global Hunger Index 2021. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Malnutrition: 

●  Malnutrition is the condition that develops when the body is deprived of 

vitamins, minerals and other nutrients it needs to maintain healthy tissues 

and organ function. 

●  Malnutrition occurs in people who are either undernourished or over 

nourished. 

 

Micronutrients: 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/an-indian-recipe-to-quell-micronutrient-malnutrition/article66206170.ece/amp/
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●  Micronutrients are nutrients that are required by the body in lesser amounts 

for its growth and development.  

●  They play a major role in the metabolic activities of the body. 

●  These include vitamins and minerals. 

 

Status of malnutrition: 

●  FAO Food Security Report for 2021: India ranks 101 out of 116 countries 

in the Global Hunger Index 2021 

○ 15.3(fifteen point three)% undernourished population 

○ stunted children (30%) 

○ wasted children (17.3(seventeen point three)%). 

●  Global Nutrition Report 2021: Stunting among children in India is 

significantly higher than the Asian average of 21.8(twenty one point 

eight)%. 

 

Steps taken by countries: 

●  Developed countries and high-income countries have successfully tackled 

the issue of malnutrition through food fortification.  

○ Low-and middle-income countries, such as India, have pursued food 

fortification lately. 

Food Fortification: 

●  It is the process of adding nutrients to food.  

●  Examples: 

○ rice and wheat are fortified with iron, folic acid and vitamin B 12 

○ Salt fortified with iron and iodine.  

 

The rice programme and anemia: 



●  Pilot projects on the distribution of fortified rice: In selected States, 

including Maharashtra, as part of a targeted Public Distribution 

programme for the masses. 

Results:  

●  Preventing cases of anemia: from 58.9(fifty eight point nine)% to 

29.5(twenty nine point five)% (within two years). 

 

Impact: 

●  The health benefits accruing from food fortification have made: 

○ 80 countries framed laws for the fortification of cereal flour 

○ 130 countries with iodised salt 

○ 13 countries have mandated rice fortification. 

●  The study found a promising reduction-29.5(twenty nine point five)%) 

in the prevalence of anemia among women, adolescent girls and children 

 

Anemia: 

●  The condition of having lower than normal number of red blood cells or 

quantity of hemoglobin. 

●  It can make one feel tired, cold, dizzy, and irritable and short of breath, 

among other symptoms. 

●  A diet which does not contain enough iron, folic acid or vitamin B12 is a 

common cause of anemia. 

 

Noon meal scheme in Gujarat: 

●  Multiple micronutrient fortified rice intervention for schoolchildren (six-

12 years) in 2018-2019(part of Midday Meal Scheme: 

○ Increased hemoglobin concentration 

○ 10% reduction in anemia prevalence 

○ improved average cognitive scores (by 11.3(eleven point three)%). 

 

Iron deficiency anemia: 

●  It is a common cause of too few healthy red blood cells in the body (anemia).  

●  In a pregnant woman: iron deficiency puts the baby at risk of developmental 

delays. 

●  World Health Organization (WHO): Iron deficiency anemia is responsible 

for 3.6(three point six)% of disability-adjusted life years or DALYs (years of 

life lost due to premature mortality and years lived with disability). 



 

PM POSHAN: 

          
 

Way Forward 

■  According to NITI Aayog (based on WHO meta-analysis on the impact of 

rice fortification):  A rice fortification budget of around ₹2,800 crore per 

year can save 35% of the total DALYs per year with no known risk of toxicity.  

■  Rice fortification(costs less than 1% of the food subsidy bill (2018-19): It 

has the potential to prevent 94 million anemia cases. 

■  Despite the programme’s proven efficacy: activists have expressed 

concern that excess iron overload from fortified rice has been dangerous for 

Jharkhand’s tribal population suffering from sickle cell anemia and 

thalassaemia. 

○ It need to be addressed through proper research. 

■  Reduction of micronutrient deficiency: Given its proven efficacy and cost-

effectiveness, food fortification can help us in reducing micronutrient 

deficiencies and address overall health benefits.  

■  The intervention, carried out with precautions: It is the key to the 

malnutrition issue which the nation continues to grapple with. 



■  Poor nutrition: There is an urgent need to address the maladies that poor 

nutrition can inflict on the masses, especially given the diverse populations in 

India. 

■  Getting schemes right: It requires greater involvement of local government 

and local community groups in the design and delivery of tailored nutrition 

interventions. 

■   Child nutrition: The need of the hour is to make addressing child 

malnutrition the top priority of the government machinery, and all year 

around 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Can the vicious cycle of gender inequality, poverty and malnutrition be broken 

through microfinancing of women SHGs? Explain with examples.(UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                                Curbing individualism in public health 

 

Source: The Hindu 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance, undernutrition, PDS, PMJAY etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I & II: Social empowerment, development and management of 

social sectors/services related to Health and education, NEP etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  A failure to examine and interpret public health problems from a population 

perspective is leading to ineffective and unsustainable solutions as far as 

complex public health problems are concerned. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Public Health: 

●  It is the science of protecting the safety and improving the health of 

communities through education, policy making and research for disease 

and injury prevention. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/curbing-individualism-in-public-health/article66255892.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/curbing-individualism-in-public-health/article66255892.ece/amp/


Undernutrition: 

●  It denotes insufficient intake of energy and nutrients to meet an individual's 

needs to maintain good health. 

 

Methods used for undernutrition: 

●  Micronutrient supplementation 

●  Food fortification 

 

Solutions needed: 

●  Strengthening of the Public Distribution System 

●  Supplementary nutrition programmes and Health services 

 

Method used for chronic disease control: 

●  Early diagnosis and treatment 

 

What should be the solution? 

●  Modify health behaviors (through organized community action). 

 

Individualism: 

●  It is used to describe holistic, person-based approach to tailoring treatment. 

 

Determinants of individualism: 

●  Dominance of biomedical knowledge and philosophy in the field of public 

health with a misconception that what is done at an individual level, when 

done at a population level, becomes public health. 

●  Visibility of health impacts among the general public: Health effects are 

more visible and appear convincing at the individual level 

○ Improvements at the population level will be clear only after 

population-level analysis. 

○ This needs Certain level of expertise and orientation about 

society: an important skill required for public health practitioners. 

●  Market’s role and the effect of consumerism in public health practice: 

The beneficiaries for a programme become the maximum when 100% of the 

population is targeted. 

○ Population perspective: the actual beneficiary will reduce to only 

5%-10% in case of hospitalization services and 20% of those affected 

with COVID-19 for treatment needs.  



○ Make efforts to supply evidence of the actual prevalence of public 

health problems, instead to cast a wide net and cover 100% of 

beneficiaries. 

 

Public health programmes with individual oriented approach: 

1.Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY)-Ayushman Bharat: 

      
●  It is the largest health insurance scheme in the country covering 

hospitalization expenses for a family for ₹5 lakh a year.  

●  It ensures ‘free’ curative care services for all kinds of hospitalization 

services.  

 

Issues Involved: 

●  Need for hospitalization: It does not talk about the need for hospitalization 

services per year for any population.  

●  Individualistic response to the problem of hospitalization expenditure faced 

by populations.  



●  National Sample Survey Organisation: Only 3% of the total population in 

India had an episode of hospitalization in a year. 

 

2. Approach to vaccination for COVID-19: 

●  COVID-19 vaccine cannot prevent people from getting the disease but only 

reduce hospitalization and deaths in the event of contracting COVID-19. 

●  20% of the total COVID-19 positive cases needed medical attention: 

○ 5% needing hospitalization 

○ 1%-2% needing intensive care (ICU) or ventilator support. 

●  Approach used: 

○ Focusing on a vaccination programme for the entire population: 

individual vaccination approach. 

Issues Involved in the approach: 

●  Most of the deaths due to COVID-19 were due to failure to offer ventilator 

and ICU support services to the 1%-2% 

●  Curative care provisioning is never planned at an individual level as 

epidemiologically 

○ Every individual will not necessarily need curative care every time. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  There is a strong tendency in public health to prioritize individual-

oriented interventions over societal oriented population-based approaches. 

■  Population-based health-care planning: The Government needs to ensure 

health-care facilities to only 3%-5% of the population to cover all the 

hospitalization needs of a population.  

■  To effectively manage COVID-19: We needed to have primary, secondary, 

and tertiary health-care facilities to manage the above proportion of cases. 

■  The morbidity profile of a population across age groups: It  is an 

important criterion for the curative care needs of a population. 

○ There is large-scale data that points to this need and can be estimated 

across populations. 

○ The need of the population as a single unit needs to be considered. 

■  All forms of individualistic approaches in public health need to be 

resisted to safeguard its original principles of practice, viz. population, 

prevention, and social justice. 

 



QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Besides being a moral imperative of the Welfare State, primary health structure is 

a necessary precondition for sustainable development.” Analyze.(UPSC 2021)  

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                           Census as a mirror of past and present          
 

                                   
 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Census, Total Fertility Rate (TFR), National Register of Citizens (NRC) 

etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I and II: Government policies and interventions for 

development of various sectors and issues arising out of them etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Study of India’s experience under colonial rule by Dylan Sullivan and Jason 

Hickel concludes that data from the Census of India reveal that between 

1880 and 1920 approximately 100 million Indians died due to British 

policy in India. 

            

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Census: 

●  The census provides information on size, distribution and socio-economic, 

demographic and other characteristics of the country’s population. 

●  The Census was first started under British Viceroy Lord Mayo in 1872.  

●  It helped in framing new policies, government programs to uplift areas of 

improvement in the community. 

●  The first synchronous census in India was held in 1881.  

●  Every ten years: Since then, censuses have been undertaken uninterruptedly 

once every ten years. 

  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/census-as-a-mirror-of-past-and-present/article66264204.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/census-as-a-mirror-of-past-and-present/article66264204.ece/amp/


Who conducts the census? 

●  The responsibility of conducting the decennial Census rests with the Office of 

the Registrar General and Census Commissioner, India under the 

Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India. 

 

 The Census is one of the most credible sources of information on the 

following: 

●  Demography. 

●  Economic Activity. 

●  Literacy and Education. 

●  Housing & Household Amenities. 

●  Urbanization, Fertility, and Mortality. 

●  Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. 

●  Language. 

 

Census in India: 

●  India’s first Census was held in 1872, conducted non-synchronously in 

different parts of the country. 

●  After that, India has held its decadal censuses regularly from 1881 to 2011. 

 

Method used by Dylan Sullivan and Jason Hickel: 

●  To calculate the excess mortality: The difference between the actual deaths 

and the deaths that may be expected on the basis of some benchmark. 

●  They used Census data for actual deaths 

●  They used two alternative benchmarks: the mortality rate for India in 

1880 and that for England in the 16th and 17th centuries. 

 

Analysis of their studies: 

●  The resulting estimates for excess deaths during 1880-1920 are 50 

million in the first case and 160 million in the second one, respectively. 

●  Death from famine: They point out that the figure is greater than the death 

from famine in “the Soviet Union, Maoist China, North Korea, Pol Pot’s 

Cambodia, and Mengistu’s Ethiopia”. 

 

Issues with their studies: 

●  The age-wise population distribution in the census has been used to 

estimate the mortality rate 



○ Sullivan and Hickel use this to draw conclusions about the evolution of 

economic conditions in colonial India. 

●  The mortality rate itself is the result of estimation and not enumeration. 

○ Registration of births and deaths became established practice in India 

only much later on. 

●  The mortality rate in British India is seen to rise steadily after 1881: 

recording an increase of close to 20% by 1921.  

○ It is unusual for the mortality rate of a country to rise continuously due 

to natural causes. 

●  Sullivan-Hickel study vindicates Dadabhai Naoroji’s claim of the economic 

drain of India under British rule. 

 

 

British arguments used for the empire: 

●  English forms of land tenure 

●  English language 

●  Banking 

●  The common law 

●  Protestantism 

●  Team sports 

●  The limited state 

●  Representative assemblies 

●  Idea of liberty 

 

Issues with the British arguments for empire: 

●  There is no mention of: 

○ Famines which started almost at the onset of rule by the East India 

Company in Bengal 

○ De-industrialisation of India in the nineteenth century 

○ The drain of wealth 

○ worsening food security 

○ India’s peasants were forced to grow commercial crops for export 

so that Britain could balance its trade. 

 

 

Importance of Census: 

●  Counting: It carries the promise of counting each and every Indian.  



●  Connecting state to individual: A census is when the state connects to every 

individual and it will find it hard to hide or duck from the data. 

●  Findings: Finding out age, gender, economic status, religion and languages 

spoken yields information of another order 

●  Planning and resolving problems: It is a treasure trove of findings and 

providing pathways for planning and resolving problems, and fixing 

deficiencies. 

●  Before Big Data: Well before the term Big Data became commonplace — 

have provided great amounts of reliable numbers over time. 

●  Important metrics: such as the sharp decline in the gender ratio(between the 

Censuses of 1961 and 1971) alerted Indians to how pre and post-natal 

factors were reflecting the ‘son bias’ and leading people to murder girls, born 

and unborn. 

●  Preventing bigotry and prejudice: Considering the data-free assertion that 

India is heading for a population explosion due to Muslim reproductive rates. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  The decline in the mortality rate signals improved living conditions. 

○ The Census shows that in the 1950s, life expectancy at birth of Indians 

increased by more than it did in the previous seventy years. 

■  Census can be a double-edged sword in the hands of nationalists: The 

population numbers recorded after 1947 indicate that life of Indians 

improved since the end of colonial rule in dimensions other than merely 

income. 

■  The Census of India shows that we have not attained that level in our 

recorded history, except in pockets within the country. 

■  Life expectancy: After declining for four decades from 1951 it started 

inching up in 1991.  

○ But in 2011, it was still lower than what it was in 1951.  

○ So, even though life expectancy increased soon after Independence, in 

the early years, it increased faster for men than it did for women. 

■  India’s Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam at the G-20: implying that the nations of 

the world are a family 

○ It behooves us to ensure that all the persons in our own family enjoy 

the same freedoms. 



■  Repository of complete data: The census is vital and precious as it is a 

repository of complete data about the country which is gathered openly, 

voluntarily, and with the use of public money, making it a social good 

■  Desire to connect: Fundamentally, it is a way in which the state, by knocking 

at all doors, displays its desire to connect with the people who ultimately 

comprise the nation. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss the main objectives of Population Education and point out the measures 

to achieve them in India in detail.(UPSC 2021)                                                                                    

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
               Alleviating the scourge of private healthcare 

                  

Source: The Hindu 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance, health maintenance 

organizations (HMOs), GDP, National Commission for Allied and Healthcare 

Professions Act, 2021 etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I & II: Development and management of social 

sectors/services related to Health and education etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  India’s Public health expenditure as a percentage of its GDP (1.28(one point 

two eight)%) and share of general government expenditure dedicated to 

health (4.8(four point eight)%) remain akin to the poorest countries. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/alleviating-the-scourge-of-private-healthcare/article66299008.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/alleviating-the-scourge-of-private-healthcare/article66299008.ece/amp/


 
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Public Health: 

●  It is the science of protecting the safety and improving the health of 

communities through education, policy making and research for disease 

and injury prevention. 

 

Private sector in Healthcare: 

●  Private spending constitutes nearly 60% of overall expenditure on health. 

●  The private sector in India is dispersed: Marked inequities between rural 

and urban areas and widespread market failure. 

●  The income disparities, backwardness, and under-regulation 

incentivises the private sector to differentiate into a host of organizations, 

each serving its own customer base.  

 

How to make private healthcare more affordable without affecting care 

quality? 

●  Encompass a wide range of policy instruments that alter the operating 

conditions of the private sector.  

○ Such policies have to be enshrined in our national health policy.  

●  Need of overarching policies that drive down private healthcare costs even 

for the self-paying consumer with little or no government subsidy. 

●  Incentivising and propagating business process innovations (BPI): such 

as the cost-reducing innovations by Aravind Eye Clinic and Narayana 

Hrudayalaya. 



●  Creating affordable and effective private health insurance products is 

another important option. 

●  Task shifting in healthcare is an evidence-backed instrument to hold down 

costs, especially in under-resourced settings.  

○ The National Commission for Allied and Healthcare Professions 

Act, 2021 can be a boost in this direction. 

 

Global practice(Canada) 

●  Canada has conceived regional health boards: They organize care 

equitably within regions, exploit economies of scale, and bring down 

healthcare costs.  

●  Boards have adequate representation from communities and enough 

power to determine: 

○  Local policy and resource allocation 

○ Impose caps on the maximum number of healthcare providers 

○ Build working networks of care.  

    

Issues with healthcare system: 

    
Initiatives for the Health Care Sector: 

●  National Health Mission 

●  Ayushman Bharat. 

●  Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY). 

●  National Medical Commission 

●  PM National Dialysis Programme. 

●  Janani Shishu Suraksha Karyakram (JSSK). 

●  Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK). 

 

Way Forward 

■  Health maintenance organizations (HMOs): Creating organized networks 

of providers like health maintenance organizations (HMOs), which can be 

regulated easily, has been envisioned in recent policy pronouncements. 

■  BPIs are confined to a few philanthropic organizations and find little 

mainstream policy or research attention. 



○ Healthcare ecosystem does not naturally incentivise: such 

innovations, regulatory and economic policy signals can be facilitative. 

■  Widening the ambit of practice of nurses and allied personnel with 

strong emphasis on health policy, along with concurrent mainstreaming of 

such practice roles across the private sector. 

■  Strong political will and the abrupt removal of unnecessary restrictions is 

needed to allay resistance.  

■  Multiple steps to reduce entry barriers in medical education have been 

taken lately, medical education costs have sharply increased over the past 

decade or so. 

○ This warrants policy attention. 

■  Affordable private healthcare must only come to supplement strong public 

healthcare, while in turn having a complementary effect in enhancing the 

efficiency of government health spending. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Besides being a moral imperative of the Welfare State, primary health structure is 

a necessary precondition for sustainable development.” Analyze.(UPSC 2021)  

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                       India must build awareness on population control     
 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance(total fertility rate (TFR), NFHS, 

Population bill, Fertility rate, SDGs etc) 

■  Mains GS Paper I & II: Social empowerment, development and management of 

social sectors/services related to Health. 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Members of Parliament, introduced a private members’ Bill aimed at 

population control in India. 

○ The Bill argues for an immediate need for population control. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/india-must-build-awareness-on-population-control/article66314085.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/india-must-build-awareness-on-population-control/article66314085.ece/amp/


 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Background of Population control: 

●  India was among the first nations to address its population problem in 

1951. 

●  In 1950: TFR was at around 5.9(five point nine)% and is now 2% (fifth 

round of the National Family Health Survey, or NFHS).  

●  There was a steep decline after the 1970s:Indicating an inversely 

proportional relationship between economic prosperity and the fertility rate. 

 

Uttar Pradesh Population (Control, Stabilization and Welfare) Bill, 2021: 

●  No government job: Bill said that no government job would be offered to 

couples with more than two children. 

Issues: 

●  There was no clarification about what would happen to a person who had a 

third child after being in a government job 

●  Remarriage: If a person with two children remarried and had a third child. 

●  The Bill was seen to strengthen political polarization and facilitate the 

politics of majority appeasement. 

 

What Data shows? 

●  NFHS data: Although the fertility rate of Muslims is higher than Hindus, the 

gap between the two has shrunk substantially.  

●  In 1992-93: The gap between the Hindu and Muslim fertility rate was 

1.1(one point one) 

○ which now has reduced to 0.35(zero point three five).  

●  Uttar Pradesh(20% Muslim population): TFR declined from 5.8(five point 

eight)% in 1981 to 2.7(two point seven)% in 2011.  

●  In Assam(33% Muslim population): TFR is 1.9(one point nine)%.  

●  Jammu and Kashmir: Muslim population is the majority, the TFR fell from 

4.5(four point five)% in 1981 to 1.4(one point four)% in 2011.  

●  Family planning: Data show that Muslims have adopted better family 

planning measures than Hindus. 

 

Issues with forced population control: 



●  External Affairs Minister: Forced population control can have very 

dangerous consequences, it can create a gender imbalance”.  

●  Forced population control measures have not shown promising results in 

the countries that have implemented them, Example: China.  

 

Fertility rate: 

●  The fertility rate at a given age is the number of children born alive to women 

of that age during the year as a proportion of the average annual population 

of women of the same age 

Total fertility rate (TFR): 

●  It refers to the total number of children born or likely to be born to a woman 

in her lifetime if she were subject to the prevailing rate of age-specific fertility 

in the population. 

 

 
 

India's Population Issues: 



 
 

Way Forward 

■  India’s TFR, 2%, is even lower than the replacement level, signifying a 

remarkable step in the population control parameters. 

■  India needs to adopt population control measures: The focus should be on 

strengthening public health infrastructure and raising awareness about the 

need for population control.  

○ Any forced control method will impact the rate of aging. 

■  United Nations data show that there is a projected rise in the population of 

older people and a decline in the young population in many countries. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Despite Consistent experience of high growth, India still goes with the lowest 

indicators of human development. Examine the issues that make balanced and 

inclusive development elusive. (UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
        Changing features of Muslim representation in India 

         
 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/changing-features-of-muslim-representation-in-india/article66318268.ece/amp/
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■  Prelims: Current events of national importance(democracy, Uniform Civil Code 

(UCC), Minorities etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I & II: Social empowerment, development and management of 

social sectors/services. Minorities and issues associated with them. 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The representation of Muslims is more of a lightning rod for present-day 

political divide. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Minorities: 

●  Currently, only those communities notified under section 2(c) of the NCM 

Act, 1992, by the central government are regarded as minority. 

●  Muslim minority(Census 2011): population of Muslims in India 

14.2(fourteen point two)% of India’s population. 

 

Minorities in India: 

 
Constitutional Provisions for Minority: 
Article 29: 

●  It provides that any section of the citizens residing in any part of India having 
a distinct language, script or culture of its own, shall have the right to 
conserve the same. 

●  It grants protection to both religious minorities as well as linguistic 
minorities. 

●  However, the SC held that the scope of this article is not necessarily restricted 
to minorities only, as use of the word ‘section of citizens’ in the Article 
includes minorities as well as the majority. 

 



Article 30: 
●  All minorities shall have the right to establish and administer educational 

institutions of their choice. 
●  The protection under Article 30 is confined only to minorities (religious or 

linguistic) and does not extend to any section of citizens (as under Article 
29). 

 
Article 350-B: 
The 7th Constitutional (Amendment) Act 1956 inserted this article which provides 
for a Special Officer for Linguistic Minorities appointed by the President of India. 
It would be the duty of the Special Officer to investigate all matters relating to the 
safeguards provided for linguistic minorities under the Constitution. 
 
Political representation(Hanna F. Pitkin-The Concept of Representation 
(1967): 

●  Descriptive representation: It means the degree to which the 
representatives resemble the people they claim to represent, such as the 
social/cultural identity of the representatives.  

●  Symbolic representation: It denotes the ways by which the representative 
“stands for” the represented — through speech, actions and symbolic 
gestures. 

●  Substantive representation: It means the ways in which the representative 
serves the interest of the represented, such as by advancing the political 
agenda or policy preferences of the represented. 

 
Political representation of Muslims in Uttar Pradesh(fifth of the State): 

●  They have been provided by a mix of descriptive and symbolic 
representation 

●  Descriptive representation of Muslims: such as the proportion of Muslim 
MLAs and Ministers in the previous period of dominance often lagged behind 
its population share 

○ They also offered symbolic representation: “standing for” the 
protection of a package of ‘Muslim issues’.  

●  Muslim issues in UP: 
○ Cultural issues such as Urdu 
○ Uniform Civil Code (UCC) 
○ Aligarh Muslim University (AMU) 
○ Babri Masjid 

 
Components of symbolic representation of Muslims which have been hollowed 
out by right wing: 

●  Silence in their rhetorical response to the policies relating to cultural 



concerns of minorities (UCC, madrasas, AMU, Babri Masjid, etc) 
●  Protector: Self-consciously shirked away from the role of “protector” of 

minorities.  
●  Markedly indifferent attitude towards the systematic destruction of the 

political career of Muslim politicians. 
 
 

Way Forward 

■  All the three parties cornered upwards of three-quarters of the Muslim 

vote (an unprecedented figure), according to surveys. 

○ But the long-term viability of this strategy also remains uncertain. 

■  The partial outsourcing of the task of mobilizing Muslims stemming to 

some extent from a long-standing under-representation of Muslims in party 

organization, remains a risky political maneuver. 

■  Secular parties of North India need to integrate the productive elements of 

the more robust southern model, promising “substantive representation” to 

Muslims while fending off the ‘attacks’ of “minority appeasement”. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Are tolerance, assimilation and pluralism the key elements in the making of an 

Indian form of secularism? Justify your answer.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS  
                         A strong case exists for marriage equality                              

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Special Marriage Act, 1954), LGBTQ, Directive Principles of State 

Policy,Article 14,21 etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Government policies and interventions for development of 

various sectors, weaker sections of society and interventions for their 

development etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-strong-case-exists-for-marriage-equality/article66321811.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-strong-case-exists-for-marriage-equality/article66321811.ece/amp/


■  A Member of Parliament said that same-sex marriages are against the 

cultural ethos of India. 

○ A petition for marriage rights of same-sex couples (under the Special 

Marriage Act, 1954) is pending before the Supreme Court of India. 

 

 
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

LGBTIQ+: 



●  LGBTQ is an acronym for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer or 

questioning.  

●  These terms are used to describe a person’s sexual orientation or gender 

identity. 

 

Difficulties Faced by LGBTIQ+ Community: 

●  Heterosexuality 

●  In-equality & Violence 

●  Deprived in Rights 

●  Isolation from society 

●  Conflict in Family itself 

●  Racial Discrimination 

 

Hurdles in adjudication: 

●  Legitimacy of the institution: whether courts should intervene in marriage 

rights or leave it to the wisdom of Parliament.  

●  The Court previously decriminalized consensual same-sex conduct on 

the basis of the ‘right to equality’ and not merely the ‘right to privacy’. 

 

How was sexual conduct of LGBTQ people determined as the right to privacy 

or the right to equality? 

●  one’s sexual orientation and choice of a sexual partner were held intrinsic 

to privacy and personal liberty.  

●  Equal treatment of same-sex couples with those of heterosexual couples 

was considered paramount. 

 

Global practices: 

●  The European Court of Human Rights, in Dudgeon vs UK (1981): struck 

down the offense of buggery in Northern Ireland as violative of Article 8 of 

the European Convention on Human Rights. 

○ The court thus adopted a privacy approach and did not go into the 

question of equal treatment under Article 14. 

●  Oliari vs Italy(to seek marriage rights in Italy): The court reasoned that 

states could not be obligated to grant marriage equality, provided there was 

some form of legal recognition of their rights 



●  Fourie (2005)(South Africa): the Constitutional Court rejected the state’s 

argument that the Constitution only protected the right to establish family in 

private life without state interference and not to marry. 

●  U.S-(Lawrence vs Texas 2003) and granted marriage equality 

(Obergefell 2015): Both under the due process clause of the Fourteenth 

Amendment of its Constitution 

○ It prohibits the state from taking away personal liberties without 

substantive and procedural fairness. 

 

How rights of LGBTQ Community were restored in India? 

●  Navtej Singh (2018) case: The top court read down Section 377 IPC and 

decriminalized consensual sexual conduct 

○ Article 14: It created an unreasonable classification for same-sex 

persons under Article 14 

○ Article 21: Violation of bodily autonomy under Article 21. 

○ Article 15: Any classification that perpetuated stereotypes was 

violative of Article 15. 

○ Sexual orientation implicated both negative and positive obligations 

on the state. 

●  NALSA (2014): The Court acknowledged the importance of sequential rights 

arising from ‘gender identity’ (employment, health care, education, equal civil 

and citizenship rights). 

 

Special Marriage Act, 1954: 

 
 

Way Forward 

■  Equality analysis requires the state to take positive steps to ensure equal 

treatment in all spheres of life.  



■  Court focused on an all-encompassing meaning of equality in all spheres 

of life, essential for dignified living to overcome prejudice. 

■  The foundation of equal treatment ought to pave the way for marriage 

equality in India and not be left to the vagaries of the legislature.  

■  The Court is the only hope in claiming sequential rights where no active 

steps have been taken by the Government since the Court’s decision in 2018. 

■  Once equal treatment with heterosexual persons is established, it ought 

to become simpler to seek sequential rights of equalizing age of consent, 

prohibiting employment discrimination, rights in marriage, adoption etc. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Constitutional Morality’ is rooted in the Constitution itself and is founded on its 

essential facets. Explain the doctrine of ‘Constitutional Morality’ with the help of 

relevant judicial decisions. (UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
            In U.S. actions, the worry of global trade lawlessness 

 

Source: The Hindu 

■  Prelims: Protectionism, liberalization, WTO, GATT etc 

■  Mains GS Paper III: Government planning, mobilization of resources, LPG 

reforms, protectionism etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  World Trade Organization (WTO) Panel reports have ruled that the tariffs 

of 25% and 10% on steel and aluminum, respectively, that the United States 

(U.S.) had imposed during the presidency of Donald Trump are inconsistent 

with WTO law. 

○ The cases were brought by China, Norway, Switzerland, and Turkey 

         

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

World Trade Organization(WTO): 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/in-us-actions-the-worry-of-global-trade-lawlessness/article66293604.ece/amp/
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Principles of WTO: 

 
Functions: 



 
World Trade Organization (WTO) Panel report: 

●  Article II.1(eleven point one)of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 

Trade (GATT): The tariff rates breached the U.S.’s obligations under Article 

II.1 of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)—which 

obligates countries not to impose tariffs beyond bound rates.  

●  The tariffs breached Article I of GATT because they discriminated between 

some foreign producers of steel and aluminum over others. 

 

 

US’s stand and panel reply: 

US stand: 

●  Article XXI: The U.S. tried to justify its tariff hikes under Article XXI of 

GATT. 

○ It allows countries to deviate from their trade obligations on grounds 

of national security.  

○ Article XXI(b)(iii) of GATT allows a country to take any action which 

it considers `` necessary for the protection of its essential security 

interests(war or other ‘emergency) in international relations’.  

Panel reply:  

●  Not entirely self judging: The panel held that the national security rule in 

Article XXI is not entirely ‘self-judging’.  

●  A panel can review the action of a state taken purportedly to protect its 

national security.  



○ The Panel’s decision on this point is consistent with previous WTO 

jurisprudence laid down in the Russia-Transit and the Saudi Arabia- 

IPR cases. 

●  The Panel rejected the U.S.’s argument that it increased the tariff rates due 

to global excess capacity, which could lead to excessive imports of these two 

commodities used in defense production, compromising the U.S.’s national 

security.  

●  Emergency in IR: The Panel held that the situation the U.S. referred to does 

not constitute an ‘emergency in international relations’ under Article 

XXI(b)(iii) because it lacked severity. 

 

Neoliberalism: 

●  Neoliberalism is based on principles such as non-discrimination in 

international economic relations and a peaceful settlement of disputes 

through neutral international courts. 

●  In the neoliberal order, economic and security interests are relatively 

independent tracks. 

●  It champions interdependence. 

●  Global institutions: Neoliberal order created global institutions such as the 

WTO and a plethora of free trade and investment treaties. 

 

Tools of Protectionism: 

 
 

Arguments for Protectionism: 



●  National security: The argument pertains to the risk of dependency upon 

other nations for economic sustainability. 

●  Infant industry: protectionist policies are required to protect industries in 

their initial stages. As if the market is kept open, global established companies 

can capture the market. This can lead to the end of domestic players in the 

new industry. 

●  Dumping: Many countries dump their goods (sell them at lower price than 

their cost of production or their cost in the local market) in other countries. 

●  Saving jobs: Buying more domestically will drive up national production, and 

that this increased production will in turn result in a healthier domestic job 

market. 

●  Outsourcing: it is common practice for companies to identify countries 

having cheaper labor and easier systems of governance and outsource their 

job work.  

●  Intellectual Property Protection: Patents, in a domestic system, protect the 

innovators. On a global scale, developing nations copy new technologies via 

reverse engineering. 

 

Arguments against Protectionism 

●  Trade Agreements: India has benefited immensely from international trade 

agreements.  

○ As per the Commerce Ministry data, India has entered into Free 

Trade Agreements (FTA) with about 54 individual countries. 

●  Against WTO Regulations: India has been a member of WTO since its 

inception. WTO’s regulations prohibit imposing restrictions on imports from 

other countries. 

●  Inflationary in Nature: Protectionist policies by restricting imports, can lead 

to rising prices in the domestic market. Thus, hurting the interest of the 

consumers directly. 

●  Uncompetitive Domestic Industries: By protecting the local industries, they 

have no incentive to innovate or spend resources on research and 

development (R&D) of new products. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  The neoliberal order is not dead, the independent economic and security 

tracks have started to converge, thus heralding the geoeconomic order. 



■  The increasing use of national security to justify economic nationalism is 

an attempt to blunt the possibility of international courts reviewing state 

action.  

○ This explains the U.S.’s argument that the national security defense is 

‘self-judging’ and ‘non justiciable’. 

■  James Bacchus: The geoeconomic order will inevitably lead to international 

trade lawlessness’. 

■  The US’s rejection of the WTO Panel’s ruling calling it ‘flawed’. 

○ This will only embolden other countries to pursue unilateralism and 

economic nationalism. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. The broader aims and objectives of WTO are to manage and promote 

international trade in the era of globalization. But the Doha round of negotiations 

seem doomed due to differences between the developed and the developing 

countries.” Discuss in the Indian perspective.(UPSC 2016) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                    Poor soil management will erode food security 

    

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of national and international importance(Soil Health 

Card (SHC), National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA), FAO, DAY-

NRLM etc  

■  Mains GS Paper III: Issues related to poverty and hunger, institutions and 

bodies constituted for the protection of vulnerable sections of society etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  World Soil Day (WSD) 2022, is annually observed on December 5. 

○ WSD 2022, has guiding theme, ‘Soils: Where food begins’. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/poor-soil-management-will-erode-food-security/article66223398.ece/amp/
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INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Soil: 

●  It is a mixture of small rock particles/debris and organic materials/ humus 

which develop on the earth surface and support growth of plants. 

                 
Major Indian soils: 

●  Alluvial soil (43%) 

●  Red soil (18.5%) 

●  Black/regur soil (15%) 

●  Arid / desert soil 

●  Laterite soil 

●  Saline soil 

●  Peaty / marshy soil 

●  Forest soil 

●  Sub-mountain soil 

●  Snowfields 

 

Food security: 

●  It means something more than getting two square meals.  

●  It has following dimensions: 

○ Availability: It means food production within the country, food 

imports and the stock stored in government granaries. 

○ Accessibility: It means food is within reach of every person without 

any discrimination. 



○ Affordability: It implies that having enough money to buy sufficient, 

safe and nutritious food to meet one's dietary needs. 

 

Importance of healthy soil: 

●  They support healthy plant growth to enhance both our nutrition and 

water percolation to maintain groundwater levels.  

●  Soils help to regulate the planet’s climate by storing carbon and are the 

second largest carbon sink after the oceans.  

●  They help maintain a landscape that is more resilient to the impacts of 

droughts and floods.  

●  Healthy food production: Soil health is critical for healthy food production. 

 

What WSD 2022, with its guiding theme, ‘Soils: Where food begins means? 

●  Awareness: It is a means to raise awareness on the importance of 

maintaining healthy soils 

●  Ecosystems and human well-being by addressing the growing challenges in 

soil management 

●  Encouraging societies to improve soil health 

●  Management: Advocating the sustainable management of soil. 

 

Soil Degradation: 

●  It is nutrient loss and pollution significantly that threaten soils, and thereby 

undermine nutrition and food security globally.  

 

Main drivers contributing to soil degradation: 

●  Industrial activities 

●  Mining 

●  Waste treatment 

●  Agriculture 

●  Fossil fuel extraction 

●  Processing and transport emissions. 

 

The reasons behind soil nutrient loss: 

●  soil erosion 

●  runoff 

●  leaching 

●  burning of crop residues.  



 

Consequences of soil degradation: 

●  Soil degradation in some form or another affects around 29% of India’s total 

land area.  

●  Nearly 3.7(three point seven)million hectares suffer from nutrient loss in 

soil (depletion of soil organic matter, or SOM).  

●  It threatens: 

○ Agricultural productivity 

○ In-situ biodiversity conservation 

○ Water quality 

○ Socio-economic well-being of land dependent communities. 

 

India’s conservation strategy: 

●  Five-pronged strategy for soil conservation: 

○ Making soil chemical-free 

○ Saving soil biodiversity 

○ Enhancing SOM 

○ Maintaining soil moisture 

○ Mitigating soil degradation 

○ Preventing soil erosion 

●  Soil Health Card (SHC) scheme(2015): To address issues of information 

relating to soil type, soil deficiency and soil moisture content. 

○ It displays soil health indicators and associated descriptive terms, 

which guide farmers to make necessary soil amendments. 

●  Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana: to prevent soil erosion, 

regeneration of natural vegetation, rainwater harvesting and recharging of 

the groundwater table. 

●  National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA): Promoting 

traditional indigenous practices such as organic farming and natural farming. 

 

Role of Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO): 

●  FAO along with National Rainfed Area Authority and the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare (MoA&FW) to develop forecasting tools 

using data analytics that will aid vulnerable farmers in making informed 

decisions on crop choices, particularly in rainfed areas. 



●  FAO, in association with the Ministry of Rural Development: It supports 

the Deen Dayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission’s 

(DAY-NRLM) Community Resource Persons. 

○ It will increase their capacities towards supporting on-farm livelihoods 

for: 

■  Adoption of sustainable and resilient practices 

■  Organic certification 

■  Agri-nutri-garden 

●  The FAO works in eight target States: like Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram, 

Odisha, Rajasthan etc for boosting crop diversification and landscape-level 

planning. 

●  FAO is partnering with the State government and the Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research (ICAR) in Andhra Pradesh: to support farmers in 

sustainable transitions to agro-ecological approaches and organic farming. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  Impacts of soil degradation: They are far reaching and can have irreparable 

consequences on human and ecosystem health. 

■  There is a need to strengthen communication channels between 

academia, policymakers and society for the identification, management and 

restoration of degraded soils, as well as in the adoption of anticipatory 

measures. 

■  Greater cooperation and partnerships: They are central to ensure the 

availability of knowledge, sharing of successful practices, and universal access 

to clean and sustainable technologies, leaving no one behind.  

■  Consumers and citizens: we can contribute by planting trees to protect 

topsoil, developing and maintaining home/kitchen gardens, and consuming 

foods that are mainly locally sourced and seasonal. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. How has the emphasis on certain crops brought about changes in cropping 

patterns in the recent past? Elaborate the emphasis on millets production and 

consumption.(UPSC 2018)                                                                                  (200 WORDS, 

10 MARKS) 

 

 



 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                 Expand the food safety net without any more delay 

    

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of national and national and international 

importance(NFSA, PDS, NITI Ayog etc) 

■  Mains GS Paper III: Issues related to poverty and hunger, institutions and 

bodies constituted for the protection of vulnerable sections of society etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013, through the Public 

Distribution System (PDS), provides a crucial safety net for roughly 800 

million people. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013: 

           
●  Objective:  

○ To provide for food and nutritional security in the human life cycle 

approach 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/expand-the-food-safety-net-without-any-more-delay/article66244093.ece/amp/
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○ Ensuring access to adequate quantities of quality food at affordable 

prices to people to live a life with dignity. 

●  Coverage: 75% of the rural population and upto 50% of the urban 

population for receiving subsidized foodgrains under Targeted Public 

Distribution System (TPDS). 

●  Eligibility:  

○ Priority Households to be covered under TPDS, according to 

guidelines by the State government. 

○ Households covered under existing Antyodaya Anna Yojana. 

Provisions: 

●  5 Kgs of foodgrains per person per month at Rs. 3/2/1 per Kg for 

rice/wheat/coarse grains. 

●  The existing AAY household will continue to receive 35 Kgs of foodgrains 

per household per month. 

●  Meal and maternity benefit of not less than Rs. 6,000 to pregnant women 

and lactating mothers during pregnancy and six months after the child 

birth. 

●  Meals for children upto 14 years of age. 

●  Food security allowance to beneficiaries in case of non-supply of entitled 

foodgrains or meals. 

●  Setting up of grievance redressal mechanisms at the district and state level. 

 

Issues involved: 

●  Exclusion of citizens: COVID-19 lockdown made it apparent that too many 

were still excluded from the PDS. 

○ Exclusion problem is because the NFSA coverage ratios were too low to 

start with. 

●  Between the last Census in 2011 and today: Population increase has not 

been accounted for in determining the number of ration cards. 

 

How is PDS coverage determined? 

●  Section 3(2) of the NFSA 2013: It states that the entitlements of eligible 

households shall extend up to 75 percent of the rural population and up to 

50 percent of the urban population. 

●  Section 9 of NFSA: It required that the total number of persons to be covered 

“shall be calculated on the basis of the population estimates as per the census. 

 



Judicial response to food security: 

●  Problems and Miseries of Migrant Laborers case (2020): 

○ It directed the government that the benefits under NFSA shouldn’t be 

restricted as per the census of 2011 and more and more needy 

persons/citizens get the benefit under the National Food Security 

Act”.  

○ The Court said that the Government could consider “projection of 

population increase” to resolve this issue. 

 

How did the government respond? 

●  On the basis of NITI Aayog’s view: the Government response stated: 

○ Prime concerns while fixing the ceiling at the time of enactment of the 

NFSA was that “as the standard of living of people would improve over 

a period of time, the coverage may be reduced. 

 

Issue with the government response: 

●  Increase in the average does not necessarily imply an increase for 

everyone: There have been several independent reports warning about the 

rising economic inequality in India. 

●  Government repeatedly attempts to shift the blame to State 

governments: But States are responsible for identifying people for PDS 

ration cards only. 

 

Other Steps taken by Government for food security: 

●  Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana(which promotes organic farming) 

●  Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana(which focuses on more crops per 

drop for improved water use) 

●  Soil Health Management(fosters Integrated Nutrient Management under the 

National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture) 

●   Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKY 

●  Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman Yojana (PM POSHAN Scheme) 

●  Take-home rations 

●  Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) 

●  Digitisation and measures such as rice fortification, better health, and 

sanitation. 

 

Steps India need to take: 



●  Sustainable support to increasing population: Agri-food systems will need 

to provide for and sustainably support an increasing population.  

●  There is a need to move away from conventional input-intensive 

agriculture: towards more inclusive, effective, and sustainable agri-food 

systems that would facilitate better production. 

 

Way Forward 

■  Coverage of population increase: Any sensible policy should have an in-

built mechanism for updating coverage annually to account for population 

increase. 

■  Section 9 of the NFSA: It requires that coverage be determined on the basis 

of the “latest census published. 

○ Due to Unavailability of latest census: Any change or revision in the 

number of beneficiaries would necessitate an amendment in the Act”. 

■  Several State governments have used their own resources: Includes poor 

States such as Chhattisgarh and Odisha, to expand coverage beyond the 

centrally determined quotas. 

■  Robust procurement trends and a comfortable food stocks position will 

make an expansion affordable. 

■  Adjusting for population increase: As directed by the Supreme Court, it will 

increase coverage by roughly 10%. 

■  The extension of “double rations: It doubled the central food subsidy, it 

helped the Government control the storage problem arising from its 

ballooning buffer stocks. 

■  The Supreme Court should be firm: directing the Government to get on 

with apportioning the additional coverage of roughly 100 million across 

States, so that the States can start identifying new ration card beneficiaries. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. How has the emphasis on certain crops brought about changes in cropping 

patterns in the recent past? Elaborate the emphasis on millets production and 

consumption.(UPSC 2018)                                                                                  (200 WORDS, 

10 MARKS) 

 

 

 



EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
            Safer roads for a greener, more sustainable environment 

 

Source: The Hindu  

 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance, National Automobile 

Scrappage Policy, Particulate matter(PM), Foundation’s Zero-Fatality Corridor 

(ZFC) programme etc  

■  Mains GS Paper III: Infrastructure:Energy, ports, roads, airports and railways 

etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  In 2021, India reported 4,03,116 crashes, each of which adversely impacted 

the environment in various ways and to different degrees. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Road transport: 

●  It is the dominant mode of transport in India, in terms of traffic share and in 

terms of contribution to the national economy. 

●  A negative externality of expansion in road network, motorization and 

urbanization in the country is the increase in road accidents and road crash 

fatalities. 

●  India is estimated to have about 22.5(twenty two point five)million end-of-

life vehicles by 2025. 

 

Major reasons for road accidents: 

●  Infrastructural deficits 

●  Negligence and risks: Over speeding, driving under the influence of alcohol 

etc) 

●  Distraction: Talking over mobile phones 

●  Overloading: To save on the cost of transportation. 

●  Lack of awareness: Regarding the importance of safety features like airbags, 

Anti lock Braking system etc. 

●  Missing or inadequate signages leading cause of road crashes. 

 

Reasons for accidents: 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/safer-roads-for-a-greener-more-sustainable-environment/article66209947.ece/amp/


●  Speeding accounted for 69.3(sixty nine point three)% of deaths. 

●  Non-wearing of helmets resulted in 30.1(thirty point one)% deaths. 

●  Non-use of seatbelts caused 11.5(eleven point five)% of deaths. 

 

Environmental impact of vehicular accidents: 

●  Toxic metals: Most vehicles contain toxic metals such as lead, mercury, 

cadmium or hexavalent chromium, which are detrimental to the 

environment. 

●  Fuel and fluid leaks at crash sites. 

●  Severe road crashes lead to automobile wreckage, which becomes a part 

of unusable end-of-life vehicles. 

 

National Automobile Scrappage Policy, 2021: 

          
Issues with National Automobile Scrappage Policy, 2021: 

●  Absence of widespread, systematic facilities dedicated to their proper 

recycling. 

○ vehicles after road crashes as well as old end-of-life automobiles are 

left to rot by the wayside.  

●  Landfills or at informal recycling facilities where rudimentary hand tools 

are utilized to unscientifically dismantle them.  

○ leads to the leakage of hazardous constituents such as oils, coolants 

and glass wool.  



●  Vehicle landfills turn into automobile graveyards leading to wasteful and 

sub-optimal land usage and water and soil pollution. 

 

Issues of Speeding limits: 

●  In 2020: speeding was responsible for 69.3(sixty nine point three)% of all 

road crash deaths registered. 

●  Road fatalities: It is responsible for over 60% of all road crash fatalities in 

India in the last five years. 

 

Global initiatives and studies: 

●  Europe: Demonstrated that cutting motorway speed limits even by 10 km/h 

can deliver 12% to 18% fuel savings for current technology passenger cars. 

○ Significant reduction in pollutant emissions, particularly Nitrogen 

Oxides and particulate matter (PM) output, from diesel vehicles.  

●  Amsterdam: Demonstrated that where the speed limit was lowered from 

100 km/h to 80 km/h, PM reduced by up to 15% improving air quality.  

●  Wales government brought in 80 km/h speed limits at five locations across 

Wales to reduce outdoor pollution and improve public health. 

●  Other Studies: Highway speed limits of 96.5(ninety six point five)km/h 

are 25% more efficient than limits of 120 km/h, in which case wind 

resistance leads to more fuel consumption. 

 

Various initiatives: 

●  Road safety initiatives undertaken and recommended by the SaveLIFE 

Foundation:  

○ They are designed to be impactful and environment-friendly.  

○ Zero-Fatality Corridor (ZFC) programme on the Mumbai-Pune 

Expressway in 2016: It helped bring down road crash fatalities by 

52%, as of 2020.  

●  Old Mumbai-Pune Highway(2018): It helped reduce the road crash 

fatalities on this stretch by 61%, as of 2021. 

●  Other Initiatives: 

○ Guarding natural hard structures such as trees using crash barriers to 

prevent direct collisions 

○ Installing retro reflective signage on the trees to make them more 

visible to commuters.  

 



Way Forward 

■  Several governments globally have reduced speed limits to prevent crashes 

and lower air pollution. 

■  Zero-Fatality Corridor solution: In India, the Zero-Fatality Corridor solution 

for road safety by the SaveLIFE Foundation (SLF) takes environmental 

sustainability seriously. 

○ It focuses on reducing speeding through advanced engineering and 

enforcement technologies. 

■  Building green corridors to go over forests and animal paths as opposed to 

going through them. Scaling this will have a profound impact on preserving 

the environment while ensuring better road connectivity. 

■  Using Aluminium Composite Panels instead of asbestos for creating 

signages: As asbestos has an adverse impact on the environment, the ZFC 

programme opts only for long-lasting, high-quality, non-hazardous material 

for signage. 

■  Safer roads and a sustainable environment can be ensured only through 

the joint efforts of road-owning agencies, enforcement officials and the public. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Investment in infrastructure is essential for more rapid and inclusive economic 

growth." discuss in the light of India's experience.(UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                    Climate talks as shortchanging international law     

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, COP, IPCC, G20 etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements 

involving India or affecting India’s interests, Important international 

institutions etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  At COP27, the policy debate was not legitimized by science.  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/climate-talks-as-shortchanging-international-law/article66226916.ece/amp/
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○ There seems to be a concerted effort to fraudulently change the basic 

structure of the Climate Treaty-which aims for implementation of the 

Paris Agreement adopted in 2015. 

                             
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

COP:(held annually) 

●  It stands for the annual ‘Conference of the Parties’ to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Kyoto 

Protocol(1997) or the Paris Agreement.  

●  Meetings review the progress made by countries in the fight against climate 

change and in the implementation of decisions taken in earlier COPs. 

●  The first COP meeting was held in Berlin, Germany, 1995. 

 

Problems with the current negotiating process: 

●  Citizens in developed countries: They are not aware that two-thirds of their 

national emissions of carbon dioxide come from their diet, transport, and 

residential and commercial sectors. 

○ Which together constitute the major share of their GDP. 



●  The process ignores that global well-being will also follow urbanization of 

the developing country’s population, requiring fossil fuels for infrastructure 

and energy to achieve comparable levels. 

●  The need for vast quantities of cement and steel in developing countries 

for infrastructure constitutes essential emissions, as they urbanize, which is 

not being considered. 

 

Impact on developing countries: 

●  They cannot affordably access many of the new technologies to 

decarbonise quickly.  

●  Shrinking of their policy space and human rights 

●  Endangering efforts to achieve comparable levels of well-being. 

 

Stockholm Conference on the Environment (1972): 

●  The United States Secretary of States’ Advisory Committee: It stated that 

“urbanization has changed the nation with 75 percent of its people living in 

the urban area. 

○ We must see ourselves not only as victims of environmental 

degradation but as environmental aggressors 

○ Change our patterns of consumption and production accordingly. 

 

Objectives of climate treaty: 

●  CO2 emissions: Avoid a concentration of cumulative emissions of carbon 

dioxide 

●  Prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system 

●  Enable sustainable economic development. 

 

Differentiated common responsibility: 

●  The Paris Agreement (2015) agreed to a 1.5°C global temperature goal. 

●  The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in 2018 

recommended that net emissions needed to zero out around 2050.  

●  In Glasgow(2021): Negotiators zeroed in on coal to reduce future emissions. 

 

Issues with Glasgow(2021) initiative: 

●  This initiative was not based on science and it ignored the key finding of 

the IPCC on the centrality of the carbon budget. 



○  i.e. cumulative emissions associated with a specific amount of global 

warming that scientifically links the temperature goal to national 

action. 

 

Carbon Budget: 

●  A carbon budget is a cumulative amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions 

permitted over a period of time to keep within a certain temperature 

threshold.  

●  It is the maximum amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) that can be emitted 

while still having a chance to limit warming to 1.5°C or 2°C. 

●  Estimation: They can be estimated accurately from climate models.  

●  They are the most useful for policy as they couple the climate to the 

economy consistent with the science of both.  

●  The IPCC(2018): It estimated the budget for a 50% chance of avoiding more 

than 1.5°C of warming to be 2,890 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide (now, it 

is less than 400bn tonnes). 

 

Why is it Climate injustice? 

●  The process adopted the structure of international law in a manner that 

rejected historical responsibility for a continuing problem, and steadily 

shifted the burden to China and India. 

●  The agenda was set around globalized material flows described as global 

warming (the symptom), and not wasteful use of energy. 

●  Public finance is used as a means to secure a political objective, and not 

to solve the problem itself.  

○ The $100 billion promised at Paris along with pre-2020 commitments 

constituting the incentive for developing countries has not 

materialized. 

●  New funding for ‘Loss and Damage: will be from a “mosaic of solutions”, 

constituting a breach of trust. 

●  The longer term trend has been ignored: 

○ With one-sixth of the global population: the developed country's 

share in 2035 will still be 30%.  

○ Asia’s emissions with half the world’s population will rise to 40% 

remaining within its carbon budget.  

 

Way Forward 



■  Long- range planning to cope with global environmental problems must 

take account of the total ecological burden, controlling that burden by 

systematic reduction in per-capita production of goods and services would be 

politically unacceptable.  

■  Orient technology: A concerted effort is needed to orient technology toward 

making human demands upon the environment less severe”. 

■  Power play framed natural resource use around risk management rather 

than technology transfer and the well-being of all within ecological limits. 

■  India’s thrust on LiFE (or “Lifestyle for Environment”): with the individual 

shifting from wasteful consumption of natural resources goes back to the 

original science. 

■  The carbon budget formalizes a ‘diversity’ of solutions. For example, in 

developed countries, exchanging overconsumption of red meat for poultry 

can meet half the global emissions reduction required by the end of the 

century.  

■  A just transition for developing countries is about keeping within their 

carbon budget and not de-carbonisation of arbitrarily selected sectors. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Describe the major outcomes of the 26th session of the Conference of the Parties 

(COP) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

What are the commitments made by the India conference? (UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                                Building climate resilience collectively 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, COP, IPCC, G20 etc 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/building-climate-resilience-collectively/article66263836.ece/amp/


■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements 

involving India or affecting India’s interests, Important international 

institutions etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  India unveiled its long-term climate action plan at the 27th Conference of 

the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

Change (COP27), held in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, in November. 

     

 
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

COP:(held annually) 

●  It stands for the annual ‘Conference of the Parties’ to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Kyoto 

Protocol(1997) or the Paris Agreement.  

●  Meetings review the progress made by countries in the fight against climate 

change and in the implementation of decisions taken in earlier COPs. 

●  The first COP meeting was held in Berlin, Germany, 1995. 

 

Long-Term Low-Carbon Development Strategy (LT-LCDS): 

●  Under the Paris agreement: countries have to explain how they will 

transition their economies beyond achieving near-term Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs) targets and work towards the larger 



climate objective of cutting emissions by 45% by 2030 and achieve net zero 

around 2050. 

●  The Strategy is based on four key considerations: 

○ India has contributed little to global warming its historical 

contribution to cumulative global GreenHouse Gases emissions being 

minuscule despite having a share of ~17% of the world’s population 

○ India has significant energy needs for development 

○ India is committed to pursuing low-carbon strategies for 

development and is actively pursuing them, as per national 

circumstances 

○ Climate resilience: India needs to build climate resilience 

 

Urban area plan of India: 

●  Climate-resilient urbanization forms a cornerstone of the Government of 

India’s strategy under the Paris Agreement 

●  A three-pronged and long-term plan for urban areas focuses on: 

○ Adaptation and resource efficiency in urban planning 

○ Climate-responsive and climate-resilient buildings 

○ Municipal service delivery. 

 

Case of different Indian cities: 

Bhopal (Madhya Pradesh):  

●  They make up for 19% of the city’s GHG emissions.  

●  Bhopal favors non-motorised transport (NMT) with a 43% NMT modal 

share. 

Issues: 

●  It provides access to public bike docking stops to only 24% of its population 

●  only half of its streets have footpaths 

 

What steps need to be taken? 

●  By designing ‘shared streets’ for personal vehicles, public transport, NMT 

and pedestrians 

●  Linking roads with future economic activity zones and underserved areas. 

●  Improvement and increased usage of the NMT network through better 

land-use integration. 

 

Implications of street development: 



●  Native plant species: The streets can be conduits for native plant species 

●  Conductive for groundwater recharge by integrating water-sensitive urban 

design features with a potential of reducing GHG emissions of up to 15 

tCO2/annum per kilometer. 

 

Jaipur(Rajasthan): 

●  Space: Only 1.42(one point four two)sq.m per capita of open space against 

a benchmark of 12 sq.m per person. 

●  Significant decline in porous surfaces (by 50%) in the last three decades 

○ Corresponding sharp increase in surface stormwater run-off (156%). 

 

Hazards include: 

○ Heat waves 

○ Droughts 

○ Urban flooding.  

 

What steps need to be taken? 

●  Planting shade trees 

●  Urban forests 

●  Installing cool roofs 

●  Planning cool islands 

●  Investing in city scale blue green infrastructure. 

●  Include community recharge pits in neighborhood parks 

●  Increasing permeable spaces along mobility corridors 

 

Way Forward 

■  Spatial analyses can inform decision-making towards co-location of 

investments and projects from various missions for cumulative community 

impact and enhanced urban value. 

■  Missions like Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 

(AMRUT) mandates and allows for cities to integrate them with their capital 

investment plans. 

■  Active involvement from various tiers of government, non-

governmental, community-based organizations, and academic institutions 

is desirable at each step — from building a sustainability profile to arriving at 

very specific interventions. 



■  Cumulative benefits and efficient use of public resources from various 

central and State missions, and on-ground convergence are possible by 

identifying neighborhoods/wards to co-locate investments for holistic and 

integrated city-level transformations.  

■  Sharm el-Sheikh Implementation Plan: It affirms that “sustainable and just 

solutions to the climate crisis must be founded on meaningful and effective 

social dialogue and participation of all stakeholders”. 

■  India’s long-term strategy: It must accommodate the most vulnerable of its 

people in its low-emissions pathways to achieve sustainable economic growth 

and poverty eradication. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss global warming and mention its effects on the global climate. Explain the 

control measures to bring down the level of greenhouse gasses which cause global 

warming, in the light of the Kyoto Protocol, 1997.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                            Forest rights and heritage conservation 
 

                                   
 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: UNESCO, SC/ST, Forest Rights Act (FRA) etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I and II: Conservation of Environment, Environmental impact 

assessment, FRA-positives and negatives etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Of the 39 areas declared by UNESCO in 2012 as being critical for biodiversity 

in the Western Ghats, 10 are in Karnataka. 

             

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

How UNESCO declares areas as critical biodiversity? 

●  UNESCO seeks the opinion of the inhabitants on the implication of the 

possible declaration on their lives and livelihoods. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/consult-forest-dwellers-first/article66304496.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/consult-forest-dwellers-first/article66304496.ece/amp/


●  The primary stakeholders were Scheduled Tribes (STs).  

●  Other traditional forest dwellers include 

○ Scheduled Castes (SCs) 

○ Other Backward Classes, 

○ minorities 

○ general category.  

●  In Karnataka; Majority said that they were not aware of the process that led 

to the declaration of UNESCO heritage sites. 

 

Forest Rights Act: 

    
 

Advantages of the Act: 

●  It recognises the rights of the STs because of their overall backwardness.  

●  The illegal tree-felling and poaching have come down following the 

stringent implementation of rules in the ‘protected areas’.  

○ Most forest dwellers acknowledged this fact. 

 

Issues with the Act: 

●  Ceiling of four hectares permitted under the Forest Rights Act (FRA): 

The majority of the forest dwellers claimed land measuring not more than 

one acre.  

●  The rejection rate of the other traditional forest dwellers was two times 

more than the STs.  

○ In the case of the STs, the reasons were attributed to fresh 

encroachments 



●  Claimed lands being on ‘ paisari bhoomis’: wasteland and forest lands 

which have not been notified as protected forests or reserved forests) or 

revenue lands 

●  Multiple applications made in a single family.  

●  In the case of other traditional forest dwellers, failure to produce evidence 

of dependency and dwelling on forest land for 75 years. 

 

Issues faced by people falling under eco-sensitive zone: 

●  The people in the villages falling under eco-sensitive zones: they started 

experiencing severe restrictions on their entry into the forest.  

●  Development activities like road repair have been stopped.  

●  Farming is not allowed in a normal way, the use of fertilizers is banned, and 

small knives are not allowed to be carried into the forest.  

●  The people are prohibited from cutting trees falling on their houses to 

undertake repair work or move the earth. 

●  The increasing animal insurgency is causing damage to the crops of the 

farming forest dwellers.  

●  Those who don’t have recognition over their lands are not given 

compensation for the loss.  

●  Monkeys and snakes released from urban settings into the forests enter 

their houses.  

●  People reported that grazing lands have been taken over by the 

government to compensate for the forest land lost to projects. 

 

Current status: 

●  In many places, people are accepting the resettlement packages and 

moving out of ‘protected areas’ for good.  

○ If half the village population moved away, it would become difficult for 

the remaining ones to live their normal life. 

●  Most forest dwellers are deprived of basic facilities and other 

government benefits extended under various schemes and programmes as 

they don’t possess the ‘Records of Rights, Tenancy and Crops’ that is required 

along with the title of the land. 

●  Half the world heritage sites in Karnataka fall under protected areas: 

(National Park: 1; Wildlife Sanctuaries: 4) and the remaining are reserved 

forests.  

 



Way Forward 

■  The government must bring more clarity to the Act to avoid conflicts 

between the government agencies conserving biodiversity and the people 

living in the forest for over decades and centuries. 

■  The conservation of biodiversity requires special attention: forest 

dwellers willing to live in the forest must be allowed to stay.  

○ Many of them comply with the norms of the eco-sensitive zone. 

■  Those wanting to experience the fruits of development must be relocated 

according to their choice of a new place and a suitable package.  

■  Areas declared as ‘protected’ should be arrived at after consultations with 

the local population. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. How does the draft Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2020 

differ from the existing EIA Notification, 2006?(UPSC 2020)                                                                                    

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 
 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                   Big Tech and the need in India for ex-ante regulation 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Competition Commission of India (CCI), Indian Competition Act 2002, 

Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) platform etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Achievements in the field of Science and technology, 

indigenisation of technology, Issues of big tech companies etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Competition Commission of India (CCI) imposed a penalty of ₹1,337 crore 

on Google for abusing its dominant position in the android mobile device 

ecosystem. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Competition Commission of India(CCI): 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/big-tech-and-the-need-in-india-for-ex-ante-regulation/article66255539.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/big-tech-and-the-need-in-india-for-ex-ante-regulation/article66255539.ece/amp/


 
 

Features: 

 

 
 

Market dominance issue: 

●  Case of Google:  

○ Intent of Google’s business was to make users on its platforms abide 

by its revenue-earning service. 

○ Network effects, along with a status quo bias: It created significant 

entry barriers for competitors to enter or operate in the markets 

concerned. 



●  Issue of competition law: By the time an order is passed, the dominant 

player has gained an edge, as in the case of Google. 

●  Predatory pricing entails the lowering of prices that forces other firms to 

be out competed.  

○ Amazon and Flipkart: accused of deep discounting and creating in-

house brands to compete with local sellers. 

●  Self-preferencing beyond the search algorithms: It is the bundling of 

services, especially with pre-installed apps, where the manufacturers 

eliminate competition without the consumer’s consent. 

○  Case of Apple in the U.S. and Europe: over pre-installed apps after 

Russia forced Apple to provide third-party apps at the time of 

installation. 

●  There is sensitive data stored on these platforms (financial records, 

phone location, and medical history): Big corporations have asserted 

ownership of the right to use or transfer this data without restriction. 

●  Other issues: 

○ Poorer quality of services 

○ Data monopoly 

○ Stifle innovation 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  Competition (Amendment) Bill, and its proposed amendments: They 

partially address the issues. 

○ India should overhaul its competition law, especially when the Bill is 

due to be passed in Parliament’s winter session. 

■  Global practices: EU’s Digital Market Act and “gatekeepers, who enforce 

rules and regulations ex-ante to foresee anti-competitive practices. 

■  There is an urgent need for ex-ante legislation to prevent market failures 

and mitigate possible anti-competitive conduct. 

■  It is essential to establish an ex-ante framework to ensure a level playing 

field for local sellers. 

○ The Government’s Open Network for Digital Commerce (ONDC) 

platform is a reliable option for these small players. 

■  The storage and collection of women’s and children’s data need to be 

dealt with more cautiously to build a safe digital place. 



■  For a consumer: there is a need to establish harmony of the Competition 

law with the new Consumer Protection Act 2020 and e-commerce rules. 

■  The new law should include a mechanism to ensure fair compensation 

for consumers who face the brunt of the anti-competitive practices of the Big 

Techs.  

○ Penalties and restrictions imposed on companies ensures 

proportionate compensation for consumer losses. 

■  Opportunity for new MSME’s: With India now on the cusp of a digital 

transformation, it is essential that the country has a level-playing field to 

ensure a fair opportunity for new-age start-ups and Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises. 

■  There is an urgent need to contextualize the law to the digital 

marketplace and devise new provisions with adequate ex-ante legislation.  

○ Example: The EU’s Digital Markets Act. 

■  India needs a new ex-ante-based framework that promotes competition 

by ensuring a level-playing field for the big, the small, the old and the new. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. The Nobel Prize in Physics of 2014 was jointly awarded to Akasaki, Amano and 

Nakamura for the invention of Blue LEDs in the 1990s. How has this invention 

impacted the everyday life of human beings ?(UPSC 2021)                                                                              

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                                   The need to make cancer drugs affordable 

 

Source: The Hindu 

■  Prelims: Cancer drugs, standing committee on health, WHO, CDK etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Science and technology- developments and their 

applications and effects in everyday life, biotechnology and issues related to IPR 

etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-need-to-make-cancer-drugs-affordable/article66289983.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-need-to-make-cancer-drugs-affordable/article66289983.ece/amp/


■  The subject of the spiraling costs of cancer medicines and their implications 

have been highlighted in a recent report-Cancer Care Plan and 

Management, by the Rajya Sabha’s Standing Committee on Health. 

 

               

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Cancer  

 
●  It is one of the most dreaded diseases of human beings and is a major cause of 

death all over the globe. 

●  More than a million Indians suffer from cancer and a large number of 

them die from it annually. 

●  Mechanisms and development of cancer or oncogenic transformation of cells, 

its treatment and control have been some of the most intense areas of 

research in biology and medicine. 

 
Cancer Care Plan and Management report: 

●  About 40% of cancer hospitalization cases are financed mainly through 

borrowings, sale of assets and contributions from friends and relatives”.  

●  Average out of pocket spending on cancer care is too high 



●  Spending for cancer care in private facilities is about three times that of 

public facilities. 

●  The Committee has highlighted the seriousness of problems concerning the 

treatment of cancer 

●  The estimated incidence in India was nearly 1.4(one point four) million 

in 2020. 

 

Impact on survival rates: 

●  In breast cancer: The five-year survival rates in India and South Africa are 

65% and 45%, respectively 

○ In high-income countries, it is nearly 90%. 

●  World Health Organization (WHO) report on pricing of cancer 

medicines and its impacts: The cost of a course of standard treatment for 

early stage HER2 (human epidermal growth factor receptor) positive 

breast cancer would be equivalent to about 10 years of average annual 

wages in India and South Africa and 1.7(one years in the United States. 

●  According to WHO: The costs associated with other medical care and 

interventions (such as surgical interventions and radiotherapy) and 

supportive care would make overall care more unaffordable. 

 

Treatment protocol for breast cancer: 

●  CDK (cyclin-dependent kinase) inhibitors constitute a major therapeutic 

tool, especially for metastatic breast cancer.  

●  Drugs used: 

○ Ribociclib 

○ Palbociclib 

○ Abemaciclib 

●  They help in slowing the spread of cancer cells in the body.  

●  A month’s treatment using these drugs: ranges between ₹48,000 and 

₹95,000. 

 

Reason for high cost of cancer drugs: 

●  Argument advanced by the large pharmaceutical companies: They spend 

over $3 billion in bringing a new molecule to the market, which they must 

recoup in order to remain in the market for innovation. 



○ The WHO report: spending on research and development may bear 

little or no relationship to how pharmaceutical companies set cancer 

medicine prices. 

○ Profit: Companies set prices with an eye to maximize profits. 

●  Intellectual property protection: Pharma companies in the developed 

world have persuaded their governments to strengthen the rights that they 

derive from patents and other forms of intellectual property rights. 

○ They exercise monopoly control over their products.  

 

Patent rights over the medicine: 

●  Patent rights over a medicine last until the expiry of its patent term after 

which generic competition leads to a reduction in its price. 

●  In the case of several non-communicable diseases, including cancer: 

Even before the generic producers enter the market, newer therapies could 

be introduced as standard care for treatment. 

●  In the case of pharmaceutical patents: Leading firms in the industry obtain 

patents on incremental innovations involving older medicines 

(“evergreening” of patents), extending their monopoly rights over the 

medicines. 

 

Impact of patent rights on these drugs: 

●  The lack of access to these critical medicines. 

●  Financial crisis: Pushed the life of patients and their families into deep 

financial stress 

●  Article 21: It has a jeopardized right to live with dignity, a fundamental right 

guaranteed under Article 21. 

 

Global stand on IPR: 

●  TRIPS Agreement: In 2001, Trade Ministers of WTO member countries 

endorsed the Declaration on TRIPS Agreement and Public Health that 

recognised the right of every country to grant CLs. 

○ Advanced countries had opposed the use of this instrument. 

○ Example:  

■  The United States: Trade administration’s annual review of the 

state of intellectual property protection and enforcement by the 

U.S.’s trading partners, namely, the Special 301 Report. 



●  European Union: It backed the use of CLs for increasing domestic production 

of COVID-19 vaccines and medicines by developing countries. 

 

Compulsory Licensing: 

●  It allows governments to license third parties (that is, parties other than 

the patent holders) to produce and market a patented product or process 

without the consent of patent owners. 

●  Any time after three years from date of sealing of a patent, application for 

compulsory license can be made, provided: 

1. Reasonable requirements of the public have not been satisfied. 

2. Patented invention is not available to public at a reasonably affordable price 

3. Patented inventions are not carried out in India. 

●  Compulsory Licencing is regulated under the Indian Patent Act, 1970. 

●  The TRIPS Agreement does not specifically list the reasons that might be 

used to justify compulsory licensing. 

●  Doha Declaration on TRIPS and Public Health confirms that countries are 

free to determine the grounds for granting compulsory licenses, and to 

determine what constitutes a national emergency. 

Evergreening: 

●  It is the practice of companies filing for an extension of a patent with minor 

process or product modifications just before the original patent expires at 

the end of 20 years. 

 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  The three breast cancer medicines are currently under patent 

protection: Indian companies cannot manufacture these medicines without 

the consent of the right holders. 

○ Therefore, high prices on these medicines will continue at least until 

2029, and possibly beyond, if these drugs are subjected to 

“evergreening”. 

■  The Supreme Court has interpreted right to life as the most precious 

human right:“ark of all other rights must be interpreted in a broad and 

expansive spirit so as to invest it with significance and vitality which may 



endure for years to come and enhance the dignity of the individual and the 

worth of the human person”. 

■  According to the WHO Constitution: “enjoyment of the highest attainable 

standard of health is one of the fundamental rights of every human being”. 

■  Authorize Indian companies to domestically produce high-priced cancer 

medicines: By granting compulsory licenses (CLs) in keeping with Sections 

84 and 92 of the Patents Act.  

○ The CLs override patent rights. 

■  Government can invoke provisions of Section 100: which empowers it to 

authorize any entity to use a patented invention without the authorisation of 

the patent holder.  

○ Section 100 can be useful if no domestic company shows interest in 

obtaining a CL. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. How is the Government of India protecting traditional knowledge of medicine 

from patenting by pharmaceutical companies?(UPSC 2019) 
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EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                      Handling the fallout of China’s wilted COVID strategy 

 

Source: The Hindu 

  

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance(COVID-19, Zero-COVID 

strategy, Omicron etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping involving India or 

affecting India’s interests etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Mainland China is going through a critical phase in the health emergency, 

more dire than in the early days of 2020, as the country of origin for SARS-

CoV2. 

                

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/handling-the-fallout-of-chinas-wilted-covid-strategy/article66311351.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/handling-the-fallout-of-chinas-wilted-covid-strategy/article66311351.ece/amp/


INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Covid-19: 

 
 

Methods used by countries to tackle Covid-19: 

●  Promoting herd immunity by allowing the virus to infect everyone: 

which advocated focused protection of the people at risk.  

○ Problem with this approach: It resulted in many deaths among the 

elderly and the others who were vulnerable. 

●  Zero-COVID strategy: Not allowing a single case of COVID-19 by imposing 

strict lockdowns, closing borders, and imposing travel bans. 

○ Vaccination impact: countries that followed the strategy abandoned it 

mid-course as it was untenable.  

 

Strategy followed by China: 

●  China followed the unrealistic and prolonged Zero-COVID strategy. 

●  Zero-COVID strategy: It rendered the Chinese population relatively more 

vulnerable to the virus without better vaccines and strengthened health 

systems. 

  

Current Issues: 



●  Missed dose: Nearly 8% of adults have missed the second dose of the 

vaccine. 

●  73% of adults are yet to receive booster doses 

○ with 60% of the elderly remaining to be covered. 

●  Data: Absence of reliable data. 

 

How to Tackle the Ongoing wave? 

●  Expand booster coverage 

●  Strengthening surveillance 

●  Reorienting the health systems for cohesive pandemic preparedness. 

●  Vaccinate 2-3 million young adults each month to the cohort of adults who 

are vaccinated.  

●  Second dose: Those who missed the second dose should be prioritized and 

vaccinated through outreach activities. 

●  Data made available by China in terms of epidemiological data, clinical 

features, mortality, and genomic sequencing.  

 

Booster dose: 

●  A booster is a means of strengthening one’s immune system against a 

particular pathogen. 

●  It may be exactly the same original vaccine, in which case its goal is to 

increase the magnitude of protection by producing more antibodies. 

●  Heterologous booster doses increase the levels of neutralizing antibodies.  

●  Corbevax and Covishield are the frontrunners for increasing the antibody 

levels. 

 

 

Way Forward: 

■  It is time to reflect, review the situation, and respond to the potential 

waves, which will differ from country to country and regions within. 

■  It is important to track the genetic variations in China and study the 

infectiousness and virulence of people in the rest of the world. 

■  Proactive measures taken by the Government are justified, including a 

higher level of commitment and review of the programme. 

■  Continuing enhanced efforts in genomic sequencing can provide timely 

information on newer variants. 



■  Instead of limiting assessments and corrections for each wave: 

strengthen the bottoms-up surveillance systems in an integrated manner to 

detect thresholds for different pathogens affecting human and animal health. 

■  Instead of devastations associated with outbreaks: choices for resilient 

structures and human resources can fortify in offering better outcomes. 

■  This is the time to build shared databases and surveillance across 

different sectors and identify new solutions that address the root causes and 

links between risks and impacts. 

■  Integrating and unifying the efforts to balance and optimize the health of 

people, animals, and the environment is called “One-health”.  

○ This can prevent, predict, detect, and respond to global health threats. 

■  Government should aim to mobilize by building partnerships with 

communities to create long-term, sustainable solutions. 

■  Community engagement is also critical to promote risk-reducing habits and 

attitudes and supporting the early detection and containment of disease 

threats. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. COVID-19 pandemic has caused unprecedented devastation worldwide. However, 

technological advancements are being availed readily to win over the crisis. Give an 

account of how technology was sought to aid management of the pandemic. ( UPSC 

2020) 
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EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
               Leveraging voice technology to combat cyber-fraud 

 
 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: cybercrime, Voice Technology (VT), 5G etc 

■  Mains GS Paper III: Linkage of organized crimes with terrorism, implications of 

cybercrimes on security etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/leveraging-voice-technology-to-combat-cyber-fraud/article66318330.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/leveraging-voice-technology-to-combat-cyber-fraud/article66318330.ece/amp/


■  According to the Reserve Bank of India, frauds have cost the country an 

estimated ₹100 crore a day over the last seven years.  

○ The frauds reported in 2021-22 were around 24% higher than in the 

previous year. 

 
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Cybercrime: 

●  It  is defined as a crime where a computer is the object of the crime or is used 

as a tool to commit an offense.  



●  Cybercrimes are at an all-time high, impacting individuals, businesses, and 

countries. 

 

Types of Cybercrimes: 

 
 

The main reasons for the rise in fraud: 

●  Greater use of digital payments 

●  Telephone banking 

●  Online banking services.  

 

What does Growing fraud mean? 

●  Rising losses for financial institutions 

●  Increasing cases for law enforcement to solve. 

 

Voice Technology (VT): 

●  It encompasses voice biometrics or voice/speech recognition technology. 

●  It uses the unique characteristics of a person’s voice as identification. 

●  Digital voiceprint: The technology creates a digital voiceprint and compares 

it to a caller’s voice.  

●  Voice authentication can significantly improve security over knowledge-

based authentication methods, which fraudsters have exploited to scam 

people.  

●  Voice use is the cheapest technology: It does not require a reader or special 

device.  

●  It is non-invasive, portable and affords remote identification.  

●  Challenging to hack: Unlike a password, a customer’s voice is impossible to 

spoof or copy, and is far more challenging to hack. 



●  VT verifies a caller swiftly in seconds by analyzing the caller’s voice and 

flags suspicious calls.  

●  VT allows privacy because it does not require users to reveal personal 

information. 

●  Voice biometrics can help financial institutions to ensure higher levels of 

protection for customers and employees.  

●  First bank: In 2019, HSBC became the first bank to introduce voice 

recognition for mobile banking customers 

○ Telephone banking fraud cases fell by over 50%.  

 

Uses: 

●  Forensic and law enforcement: VT is an essential tool for forensics and law 

enforcement.  

●  The police can leverage voice to improve investigation efficiency, identify 

criminals, track criminals, and better respond to and prevent crimes. 

●  Criminal background checks to airport security.  

●  Voice has a much lower error rate, and requires no eye contact.  

●  VT has the advantage: 

○ improving user experience 

○ reducing call handle time 

○ call center costs 

●  High accuracy: It ensures high-accuracy authentication in seconds.  

●  Playback attacks: It also has the ability to resist playback attacks.  

●  The technology is sensitive enough to detect if someone is impersonating 

the user or playing a recording.  

○ It can identify even if the user has a cold or a sore throat. 

 

Way Forward 

■  The voice biometrics industry is growing exponentially: Experts expect 

the market to reach a market size of $3.9(three point nine)billion by 2026, 

with a compound annual growth rate of 22.8(twenty two point eight)%. 

■  The Government needs to develop a mechanism for proper coordination 

between financial institutions and the police to investigate and prosecute 

fraudsters, as a fraud deterrent, and to maintain an extensive database of 

such criminals. 

■  Verification accuracy: The technology may not be 100% foolproof, may 

give false positives, and has an accuracy between 90% and 99%.  



○ But some recent systems which come with voice analytics of gender 

and age identification, claim 100% verification accuracy 

■  Voice could be an excellent tool for the Government to disburse money 

for various schemes and verify the proof of life of pensioners from their 

homes. 

■  Once in place, user establishments can reap the benefits from a 

substantial reduction in fraud, making the technology an essential feature 

in the security toolkit of the future. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss different types of Cybercrimes and measures required to be taken to fight 

the menace.(UPSC 2020) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

Q. What is the CyberDome Project? Explain how it can be useful in controlling 

internet crimes in India.(UPSC 2019) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                    Reshaping the world’s responses to the terror matrix 

    

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance(Terrorism, FATF, UNSCR 

resolution 1267 etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- 

their structure, mandate, Role of external state and non-state actors in creating 

challenges to internal security etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  There have been meetings and conferences on the issue of countering 

terrorism worldwide: 

○ United Nations Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee 

○ No Money for Terror Conference 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/reshaping-the-worlds-responses-to-the-terror-matrix/article66293638.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/reshaping-the-worlds-responses-to-the-terror-matrix/article66293638.ece/amp/


○ Interpol Conference. 

            

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Terrorism: 

●  Terrorism is the unlawful use of force or violence against persons or property 

to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or any segment 

thereof, in furtherance of political or social objectives. 

 

Interlinkage between organized crime and terrorism: 

 
 

Background(Past terror attacks): 

●  September 11, 2001 terror attack in New York 

●  November 26, 2008 attacks on multiple targets in Mumbai. 

●  The attacks on the Charlie Hebdo offices in Paris (2015) 

●  Bardo Museum in Tunis (March 2015) 

●  Istanbul attack (2016) 

 

 

Implications: 

●  The 9/11 attack came to be regarded as ‘new age terrorism. 

●  State-sponsored terrorism: Mumbai underscored the dangers of state-

sponsored terrorism.  

●  The cognitive map of terrorism changed. 

●  Rise of new terrorist entities such as the Islamic State (IS) and al 

Qaeda(each with their own caliphs). 



●  Indications of new complicated patterns of relationships among various 

terrorist conglomerates.  

●  Provided a fillip to many fringe extremist organizations that nurse a 

terror mindset. 

 

Why is Al-Qaeda getting more ground? 

●  It has both an advocacy and an advisory role, vis-à-vis Taliban in 

Afghanistan. 

●  Al-Qaeda’s activities are becoming more decentralized.  

●  It is finding fertile grounds in the Sahel region of Africa and in Eastern 

Africa, apart from its salience in Afghanistan.  

●  The Haqqani Network within the new Taliban government provides an 

opportunity for al-Qaeda to find greater traction across the region. 

 

Current Issues which meetings didn’t address: 

●  Very little discussion on how to deal with the spate of newer terror groups. 

●  The ambit of activities of al-Qaeda and the IS had widened and become 

more widespread.  

●  Religious extremism: No discussion about ideology intertwined with 

religious extremism had become an even more potent threat than previously. 

●  The terrorist ‘handle’ had become a useful ploy for many governments to 

drum up support for their various initiatives. 

 

Way Forward 

■  Threat for future generation: It would be wise for those in authority to 

heed the warning that terrorism could well prove to be the defining threat of 

not merely the present, but to future generations as well. 

■  counter-terrorism experts across India to read proper meanings of 

terror attacks like Coimbatore (Tamil Nadu) and Mangalore (Karnataka) 

attacks.  

○ These  are symptoms of growing radicalisation which could lead to 

the creation of organizations on the model of the Indian Mujahideen 

(of the early 2000s). 

■  Constant and careful vigil by counter-terrorism experts is needed to keep 

track of activities and links that are being established (under the radar) by 

global terrorist outfits whose presence is not as widely advertised as that of 

al-Qaeda and the IS. 



■  The most needed step from world leaders is not to accept all declarations 

of a decline in levels of terrorism at face value and not to treat some terrorists 

as good and others as bad, based on each nation’s predilections. 

■  Reactivate the proposal for the Comprehensive Convention on 

International Terrorism (CCIT) that has been languishing in the offices of 

the UN (since India first proposed this in the 1990s), and finalize the list of 

items needed to check terrorism globally. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss the types of organized crimes. Describe the linkages between terrorists 

and organized crime that exist at the national and transnational levels.(UPSC 2022)                                                                                

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

                    EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
           A warship programme that must go full steam ahead 

           

Source: The Hindu 

■  Prelims:, Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), IAC, INS Vikrant, CATOBAR, STOBAR etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II and III: Science and technology-Development and their 

applications and effects in everyday life etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The Indian Navy had put on hold its plans to build a second indigenous 

aircraft carrier (IAC-2) that is larger than IAC-1 (INS Vikrant).  

○ Instead it is considering the option of a repeat order of the IAC-1. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

INS Vikrant (IAC-1): 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-warship-programme-that-must-go-full-steam-ahead/article66307731.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-warship-programme-that-must-go-full-steam-ahead/article66307731.ece/amp/


 
●  It is the first aircraft carrier built in India and the first Vikrant-class aircraft 

carrier built by Cochin Shipyard (CSL) in Kochi, Kerala for the Indian Navy. 

●  It has an air component of 30 aircraft, comprising: 

○ MiG-29K fighter jets, 

○ Kamov-31 airborne early warning helicopters 

○ MH-60R multi-role helicopter 

○ Indigenous Advanced Light Helicopters. 

●  Speed: It is expected to have a top speed of 30 knots (approximately 55 

kmph) and is propelled by four gas turbines.  

●  Endurance: 7,500 nautical miles at 18 knots (32 kmph) speed. 

●  The shipborne weapons include: 

○ Barak LR SAM 

○ AK-630 

●  Sensors: MFSTAR and RAN-40L 3D radars. 

●  The vessel has a Shakti EW (Electronic Warfare) Suite. 

●  It has a pair of runways and a ‘short take off but arrested recovery’ system to 

control aircraft operations. 

 

Classification of carriers: 

 

In terms of weight: 

●  Light carriers: can carry up to 25 aircraft 

●  Medium-sized: around 30 to 50 aircraft 

●  Large/super-carriers: can carry over 90 aircraft.  

In terms of role categorized as: 

●  fleet 



●  escort 

●  air defense 

●  amphibious assault 

●  anti-submarine warfare (helicopter) carriers.  

In terms of the methodology used to launch and recover aircraft: 

●  Catapult Assisted Take-Off But Arrested Recovery (CATOBAR) 

●  Short Take-off But Arrested Recovery (STOBAR) 

●  vertical/short take-off and landing (V/STOL) carriers. 

 

Important Carriers: 

●  CATOBAR-type light carrier: designed for fleet air defense.  

○ It could carry between 21 to 23 aircraft (including helicopters).  

●  INS Viraat (British-built): 28,000 tonnes is a V/STOL-type light fleet air 

defense carrier, with an air wing of 26 to 30 aircraft and helicopters. 

○ Its Sea Harrier aircraft also possessed dedicated land attack 

capability.  

●  INS Vikramaditya (Russian-built): 45,000 tonnes, is a medium-sized 

STOBAR-type aircraft carrier, 

○ It is capable of both fleet air defense and land attack 

○ carrying up to 30 aircraft and helicopters.  

○ INS Vikrant IAC-1) is almost similar in size, classification, role and 

capability to INS Vikramaditya. 

 

China’s ambitions: 

●  China’s first two aircraft carriers displace over 65,000 tonnes 

●  Its third indigenously designed and built carrier, Fujian: displaces 85,000 

tonnes, with a possible air wing of 60-odd aircraft.  

●  Future plans for a seven-ship carrier force: build nuclear-powered 

supercarriers of over 1,00,000 tonnes displacement. 

 

Way Forward 

■  The expertise gained from the design and the construction of IAC-I: It 

will also enable faster development if a new and larger ship design is 

approved by the Government. 

■  The Indian Navy envisaged a medium-sized CATOBAR aircraft carrier in 

the region of 50,000 tonnes-65,000 tonnes, as a follow-up to INS Vikrant. 



■  Fall-back plan for a repeat order: It would ensure that valuable 

infrastructure, design capability, ship-building expertise and the indigenous 

industrial ecosystem, built through extensive investment and effort over two 

decades, are not lost. 

■  Development of aircraft carrier: While aircraft carriers are designed for 

‘arrested recovery’ of aircraft, India should not allow the development of its 

aircraft carrier programme itself to be ‘arrested’. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. How is the S-400 air defense system technically superior to any other system 

presently available in the world ?(UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


