
INSIGHTSIAS 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 2022 



Table of Content: 

 

GS1: 

Art and Culture: 

1. Settling the language for cooperative federalism 

2. It’s time to discuss depopulation 

 

GS2: 

Polity: 

1. The ambiguity of reservations for the poor 

2. The EWS judgment and the shadow of Pandora 

3. The dissenting judgment versus the razing of equality 

4. Madrasas face an existential crisis 

5. The Uniform Civil Code 

6. This unseating of vice chancellors is faulty 

7. Undermining federalism, eroding States’ autonomy 

8. Opaque political financing could cost democracy dear 

9. 10 years of POCSO 

10. A reform, much Ignored 

11. Securing the EC 

 

International Relations: 

1. Xi’s Congress rhetoric and the PLA’s march ahead 

2. India’s G20 presidency and food security 

3. The age of minimalism in India-Pakistan ties 

4. No consensus’ is derailing counter-terror diplomacy 

5. No money for Terror 

6. Forgotten in India after fighting from world trenches 

7. Asia after Ukraine 

8. Ukraine, right-wingers and the crisis of democracy  

9. The ‘India pole’ in international politics 

 

 

Social justice: 

1. Poverty, Uncensored 

2. Data Does Not Lie 

3. Still a nightmare for domestic violence survivors 

4. Autonomy oils the wheels of higher education excellence 

5. Where no child is left behind 

6. Where there is no Inequality 

7. Fixing India’s malnutrition problem 

 

GS3: 

Economy: 



1. Quest for transparency in FTA negotiations 

2. Weighing in on PMGKAY, the free grains scheme 

3. Charting the economic journey ahead 

 

Ecology and environment: 

1. The Climate Change Generation 

2. COP-27: Payback time for rich nations 

3. Raising money for green transitions 

4. Behind the smokescreen around private climate finance 

5. Banking On New Delhi 

6. COP27 and the ambiguity about responsibility 

 

Science and technology: 

1. Content moderation through co-regulation 

2. The Gene Revolution 

3. New Frontiers in Space 

 

 

Security: 

1. Indian Air Force needs a new doctrine 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
          Settling the language for cooperative federalism 
 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance, Official Language Act, 1963, 

Article 343 etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I and II: Salient features of Indian society, diversity of India 

etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The latest effort to impose Hindi raises once again and quite retrogressively 

the issue of cultural nationalism. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Federalism: 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/settling-the-language-for-cooperative-federalism/article66201127.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/settling-the-language-for-cooperative-federalism/article66201127.ece/amp/


●  It is system of government where the powers are divided equally between the 

Centre and its various parts, including provinces and states 

●  Basic structure of constitution: Federalism is one of the pillars of the Basic 

Structure of the Constitution. 

●  S.R. Bommai vs Union of India case: States are not mere appendages of the 

Union and the latter should ensure that the powers of the States are not 

trampled with. 

Cooperative Federalism: 

1. It is a horizontal relationship between center and state, where they 

“cooperate” in the larger public interest. 

2. It enables states’ participation in the formulation and implementation of 

national policies. 

 

Language: 

●  It  is a structured system of communication.  

●  The structure of a language is its grammar and the free components are its 

vocabulary.  

●  Languages are the primary means by which humans communicate, and may 

be conveyed through spoken, sign, or written language. 

●  Constitution: It is mentioned in the wording of Part XVII (Articles 343-351). 

 

Constitution and other laws on language: 

●  Article 343: It declares that Hindi in Devanagari script shall be the official 

language of the Union. 

●  Constituent assembly: Hindi was declared the official language of the Union 

and it was also provided that the English language will continue for 15 years 

from the commencement of the Constitution. 

●  Official languages Act in 1963: Continuance of English indefinitely as official 

language along with Hindi for the official purposes of the Union and for 

transaction of business in Parliament. 

●  Article 345 leaves it to the State to choose its language for official purposes.  

●  Article 348 stipulates that all proceedings of the Supreme Court and ‘of every 

High Court’ and of Bills, etc. in Parliament shall be in the English language.  

●  The Eighth Schedule spell out the diversity and complexity of the language 

landscape  

●  Article 351 directs the state, in the development of Hindi, to draw upon other 

languages in the composite culture of India.  



 

Discussion in the Constituent Assembly about: 

●  Language of legislatures 

●  Language of the courts and the judiciary 

●  Language of the official work of the Union.  

●  Educational institutions of “national importance” and those of “scientific 

and technical education financed by Government of India. 

 

 

Committee on official language: 

●  It consists of 30 members of Parliament, and is headed by the Home 

Minister.  

●  Progress in hindi: Its mandate is to review the progress made in the use of 

Hindi for official purposes 

●  Make recommendations to increase the use of Hindi in official 

communications.  

●  It submits its report to the President of India, who forwards its 

recommendations to the two Houses. 

●  Ninth: Only the recommendations of the reports up to the ninth in the year 

2010 have been forwarded to the Houses of Parliament.  

●  The 10th and 11th reports have been submitted to the President and are 

not in the public domain. 

 

Mains recommendations in the 11th report: 

●  Hindi should replace English as the language of examinations for 

recruitment to the government 

●  Hindi should be the only medium of instruction: In Kendriya Vidyalayas, 

Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) 

and central universities 

●  Constitutional binding: It should be constitutionally binding on State 

governments to propagate Hindi, etc 

 

Issues of Hindi replacing English: 

●  South Indian upsurges: The provision allowing English to be used 

indefinitely helped solve upsurges in south India.  

●  Emotionally divide people: Language issues have the potential to 

emotionally divide people.  



●  Language used in All India services: Once Hindi replaces English, the 

language used in the examination for recruitment to the all India services will 

be Hindi alone. 

○ Candidates from the non-Hindi States will face a great disadvantage. 

●  Against Article 344(3): The commission on official language shall have “due 

regard to the just claims and interests of persons belonging to the non-Hindi 

speaking areas in regard to public services”. 

 

Way Forward 

■  The constitutional course would be to opt for the language of Article 345, 

that allows each Legislature to the use of Hindi, or to choose its language, for 

all official purposes. 

■  Electoral success: This would hinge on electoral success in terms of the 

official programme of the party in power 

■  The idea of one official language may not foster the unity of the people: 

It may give rise to serious imbalances in regional representation in the all 

India services in the long run as well as the personnel structure of the Union 

government. 

■  Address the issues: It is more necessary to address the concerns of the 

people of south Indian region on account of language. 

○ The public opinion in the south is that English should continue as one 

of the official languages. 

■  Natural development: Efforts should be made to ensure the natural 

development of Hindi in non-hindi states, so as to be able to meet the 

requirements of modern science and technology.  

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q.How far do you think cooperation, competition and confrontation have shaped the 

nature of federation in India ? Cite some recent examples to validate your 

answer.(UPSC 2020) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                                 It’s time to discuss depopulation 
 

 



Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance(Fertility rate, World Population 

prospects, SDGs etc) 

■  Mains GS Paper I & II: Social empowerment, development and management of 

social sectors/services related to Health. 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Two weeks ago, the world population reached 8 billion. 

○ India was the largest contributor to the last billion and is set to 

surpass China as the world’s most populous nation by 2023. 

 
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Depopulation(population decline, underpopulation, population collapse): 

●  It is a reduction in a human population size 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/its-time-to-discuss-depopulation/article66191140.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/its-time-to-discuss-depopulation/article66191140.ece/amp/


●  Population growth has declined mainly due to the abrupt decline in the global 

total fertility rate. 

 

Key elements of depopulation: 

●  Equitable sharing of housework 

●  Access to subsidized child care that allows women to have families as well as 

a career 

●  Lowered barriers to immigration to enable entry to working-age people 

from countries which aren’t yet in population decline. 

 

Global status: 

●  China’s population: It has begun to decline. 

○ India’s population is expected to grow for another 40 years. 

●  United Nations estimates: India’s population will begin to decline only in 

2063. 

●  World population: It is expected to grow until 2086. 

 

Why is fertility rate falling in India: 

●  Rising incomes 

●  Greater female access to health and education. 

 

Fertility in India: 

●  India’s total fertility rate: It is now below the replacement rate of fertility. 

●  States below the replacement rate They are at the cusp of real declines in 

population. 

○ Kerala: achieved replacement fertility in 1998 

○ Tamil Nadu: achieved this in 2000 

●  National Family Health Survey (NFHS): It estimated India’s urban fertility 

rate to be 1.6(one point six)- 2019-21, which places it next to the U.K. 

 

Status of Kerala and Tamil Nadu: 

●  Both Kerala and TN:They need to re-examine the continued sustainability of 

low in-migration.  

●  In 2011: The  median Tamilian was 10 years older than the median Bihari.  

○ By 2036; they will be separated by over 12 years  

●  The working-age population of the future will skew northwards. 

●  Migration rate: Both States had negative net migration rates 



○ which means they sent out more migrants than they received. 

 

Challenges due to depopulation: 

●  Skewed sex ratio: It remains a danger.  

○ NFHS: families with at least one son are less likely to want more 

children than families with just one daughter.  

●   The stark differences between northern and southern States in terms of 

basic literacy as well as enrollment in higher education, including in technical 

fields. 

○ It will mean that workers from the southern States are not 

automatically replaceable. 

●  Sharp anti-Muslim tone in the conversation has remained even though 

fertility between Hindus and Muslims is converging. 

 

Fertility rate: 

●  The fertility rate at a given age is the number of children born alive to women 

of that age during the year as a proportion of the average annual population 

of women of the same age 

 

 
 

India's Population Issues: 



 
 

Way Forward 

■  With falling mortality (barring the pandemic): The total population of 

Kerala and TN will continue to grow for the next few decades, which means 

that fewer working-age people must support more elderly people than ever 

before. 

■  Decades of focus on lowering fertility: It is for the southern States to break 

away from this outmoded, data-free rhetoric and join the global conversation 

on depopulation. 

■  Conversations around fertility reductions in the southern States are 

often framed around the price that these States are having to pay in relation 

to others in terms of the share of federal tax receipts or political 

representation. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Despite Consistent experience of high growth, India still goes with the lowest 

indicators of human development. Examine the issues that make balanced and 

inclusive development elusive. (UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS  

                      The ambiguity of reservations for the poor 

 

Source: The Hindu 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-ambiguity-of-reservations-for-the-poor/article26053843.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-ambiguity-of-reservations-for-the-poor/article26053843.ece/amp/


 

■  Prelims: EWS, Article 15, Article 16, 103rd Constitution Amendment Act, Indra 

Sawhney etc 

 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Government policies and interventions for development of 

various sectors, weaker sections of society and interventions for their 

development etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The 103rd Constitution Amendment Act introducing special measures and 

reservations for ‘economically weaker sections’ (EWS) has been perceived 

as being unconstitutional. 

 
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

EWS: 

●  The 10% EWS quota was introduced under the 103rd Constitution 

(Amendment) Act, 2019 by amending Articles 15 and 16.  

●  It inserted Article 15 (6) and Article 16 (6). 

●  Economic reservation in jobs and admissions in educational institutes for 

Economically Weaker Sections (EWS). 

 

Special measures: 

●  Article 15: Enabling the state to take special measures (not limited to 

reservations) in favor of EWS generally with an explicit sub-article on 

admissions to educational institutions with maximum 10% reservations.  

●  Article 16: It allows 10% reservations (and not special measures) for EWS in 

public employment. 

 

Basis of Challenge: 



●  It violates the basic structure of the Constitution: Special protections 

guaranteed to socially disadvantaged groups is part of the basic structure 

○ The 103rd Amendment departs from this by promising special 

protections on the sole basis of economic status. 

●  Reservation at 50 per cent: It violates the Supreme Court’s ruling in Indra 

Sawhney & Ors v Union(1992) of India, which upheld the Mandal report 

and capped reservations at 50 per cent. 

●  Private, unaided educational institutions: The fundamental right to practise 

a trade/ profession is violated when the state compels them to implement its 

reservation policy and admit students on any criteria other than merit. 

 

Challenges:  

●  Economically weaker sections’: Determined by the state on the basis of 

‘family income’ and other economic indicators. 

●  Exclusion of SC/STs, OBCs and other beneficiary groups. 

●  Inadequate data: The  governments have no such data to prove that ‘upper’ 

caste individuals, having income less than Rs 8 lakh annual income, are not 

adequately represented in government jobs and higher educational 

institutions. 

●  Article 16(4) verses Article 16(6): The amendment through Article 16(6) 

ends up making it easier for the state to provide reservations in public 

employment for EWS than the requirements to provide reservations for 

‘backward classes’ under Article 16(4). 

 

 

Judiciary stand on reservation: 

●  Indra Sawhney (1992): 10% reservations based purely on economic 

criteria was unconstitutional.  

○ Income/property holdings cannot be the basis for exclusion from 

government jobs. 

 

Does it violate Basic structure doctrine? 

●  Difficult argument: that measures purely on economic criteria are per se 

violative of the ‘basic structure. 

●  Economic criteria (if seen as poverty): Poverty inflicts serious 

disadvantages and the prerogative of the state to use special measures/ 



reservations as one of the means to address it is unlikely to be violative of the 

‘basic structure’ doctrine. 

 

Basic Structure of Constitution: 

●  The Kesavananda Bharati judgment(1973) introduced the Basic Structure 

doctrine which limited Parliament’s power to make drastic amendments 

that may affect the core values enshrined in the Constitution like secularism 

and federalism 

 
 

 

Way Forward 

■  Indra Sawhney case: The majority of judges held that the 50% ceiling must 

be the general rule and a higher proportion may be possible in ‘extraordinary 

situations’. 

■  Indra Sawhney: It also invokes the idea of balancing the equality of 

opportunity of backward classes ‘against’ the right to equality of everyone 

else. 

■  constitutional amendment: It might survive the ‘basic structure’ test, the 

hardest test for governments will be the manner in which they give effect to 

the amendment. 

■  Constitutional question: To justify that an individual ‘below poverty line’ 

and another with a family income of ₹8 lakh per annum belong to the same 

group for purposes of affirmative action will involve constitutional 

jugglery(tricky) at an unprecedented level. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. To what extent, in your view, the Parliament is able to ensure accountability of 

the executive in India?(UPSC 2021) 



(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS  

                   The EWS judgment and the shadow of Pandora 

 

Source: The Hindu, The Hindu  

 

■  Prelims: EWS, Article 15, Article 16, 103rd Constitution Amendment Act, Indra 

Sawhney etc 

 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Government policies and interventions for development of 

various sectors, weaker sections of society and interventions for their 

development etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The Supreme Court upholds the constitutional validity of the law granting 

10% reservation to Economically Weaker Sections (EWS). 

○ It introduced a form of economic criteria for the first time. 

 
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

EWS: 

●  The 10% EWS quota was introduced under the 103rd Constitution 

(Amendment) Act, 2019 by amending Articles 15 and 16.  

●  It inserted Article 15 (6) and Article 16 (6). 

●  Economic reservation in jobs and admissions in educational institutes for 

Economically Weaker Sections (EWS). 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-ews-judgment-and-the-shadow-of-pandora/article66116346.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-ews-judgment-and-the-shadow-of-pandora/article66116346.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/economics-and-exclusion-the-hindu-editorial-on-supreme-court-upholding-10-ews-quota/article66108548.ece


Special measures: 

●  Article 15: Enabling the state to take special measures (not limited to 

reservations) in favor of EWS generally with an explicit sub-article on 

admissions to educational institutions with maximum 10% reservations.  

●  Article 16: It allows 10% reservations (and not special measures) for EWS in 

public employment. 

 

Highlights of the Judgement: 

●  Caste could not be the sole determinant of backwardness. 

●  Social groups who would be most deserving must necessarily be a matter of 

continuous evolution. 

●  Emerging forms of backwardness: State should uncover emerging forms of 

backwardness in an evolving society. 

●  The gates would be opened only to permit entry of the most distressed: 

Any other inclusions would be a serious abdication of the constitutional duty 

of the State,” the Court warned 

●  Article 14 and Article 16: Grave and important decisions in reference to 

Article 14 and Article 16 must be made on the basis of “contemporaneous 

inputs. 

●  Neither educational nor economic backwardness were enough: both may 

contribute to social backwardness. 

●  50% ceiling: Applicable only to caste-based quotas and not for EWS 

reservation is constitutionally unsustainable. 

 

Views of Judges in the bench(3:2 judgment) against the EWS: 

●  Violates equality norm: Exclusion of groups that already enjoy reservation 

from accessing this new form of affirmative action violates the equality norm, 

which is a basic feature of the Constitution. 

 

What court suggested? 

●  Identification of a group as backward should not be solely on the basis 

of caste: New practices, methods and yardsticks” need to be evolved 

○ class may be a factor-since a class is “an identifiable section of society. 

●  Line between ‘past’ and ‘emerging’ forms of backwardness: Progressive 

advancement of all citizens on all fronts, i.e., social, economic and educational. 

 

Issue with the current Judgment: 



●  The Supreme Court judgment of 2015: It has been ignored entirely in the 

current debate. 

○ Judgment: State should not go by the “perception of the self-

proclaimed socially backward class” on whether they deserved to be 

categorized among the “less fortunates. 

 

 

What was the basis of Challenge: 

●  It violates the basic structure of the Constitution: Special protections 

guaranteed to socially disadvantaged groups is part of the basic structure 

○ The 103rd Amendment departs from this by promising special 

protections on the sole basis of economic status. 

●  Reservation at 50 per cent: It violates the Supreme Court’s ruling in Indra 

Sawhney & Ors v Union(1992) of India, which upheld the Mandal report 

and capped reservations at 50 per cent. 

●  Private, unaided educational institutions: The fundamental right to practice 

a trade/ profession is violated when the state compels them to implement its 

reservation policy and admit students on any criteria other than merit. 

 

Castes fighting to be declared as backward: 

●  Meenas and the Gujjars in Rajasthan 

●  Patels in Gujarat 

●  Marathas in Maharashtra 

 

Basic Structure of Constitution: 

●  The Kesavananda Bharati judgment(1973) introduced the Basic Structure 

doctrine which limited Parliament’s power to make drastic amendments 

that may affect the core values enshrined in the Constitution like secularism 

and federalism 

 



 

 

Way Forward 

■  Open to all communities: The Government should consider both opening up 

the EWS quota to all communities and keeping the income criterion much 

lower than the ceiling. 

■  Justices Gogoi and Nariman: “matrix” to justify reservations: List of 

differently-weighted categories, ranging from income, family situation, 

disability, education level, etc, in addition to birth in a particular caste. 

■  Potential beneficiaries:The Government needs to establish a group of 

potential beneficiaries suffering from backwardness in the present scenario. 

■  Constitutional amendment: It might have survived the ‘basic structure’ test, 

the hardest test for governments will be the manner in which they give effect 

to the amendment. 

 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Whether the National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) can enforce the 

implementation of constitutional reservation for the Scheduled Castes in the 

religious minority institutions? Examine.(UPSC 2018) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS  
                   The dissenting judgment versus the razing of equality 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

Directions: Continuation of editorial: The EWS judgment and the shadow of 

Pandora 

 

■  Prelims: EWS, Article 15, Article 16, 103rd Constitution Amendment Act, Indra 

Sawhney etc 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-dissenting-judgment-versus-the-razing-of-equality/article66165455.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-dissenting-judgment-versus-the-razing-of-equality/article66165455.ece/amp/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/10/editorial-analysis-the-ews-judgment-and-the-shadow-of-pandora/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/10/editorial-analysis-the-ews-judgment-and-the-shadow-of-pandora/


■  Mains GS Paper II: Government policies and interventions for development of 

various sectors, weaker sections of society and interventions for their 

development etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The majority judgment in EWS upheld the constitutionality of the amendment 

and held that such exclusion was justified because the SC, ST and OBC 

categories had reservations under Articles 15(4), 15(5) and 16(4). 

 
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

EWS: 

●  The 10% EWS quota was introduced under the 103rd Constitution 

(Amendment) Act, 2019 by amending Articles 15 and 16.  

●  It inserted Article 15 (6) and Article 16 (6). 

●  Economic reservation in jobs and admissions in educational institutes for 

Economically Weaker Sections (EWS). 

 

Special measures: 

●  Article 15(6): Enabling the state to take special measures (not limited to 

reservations) in favor of EWS generally with an explicit sub-article on 

admissions to educational institutions with maximum 10% reservations.  

●  Article 16(6): It allows 10% reservations (and not special measures) for 

EWS in public employment. 

 

What was the majority Judgment? 

●  Mere violation of the rule of equality does not violate the basic structure of 

the Constitution unless the violation is shocking, not reasonable or not 

equating equal justice. 



●  Moderate violation: If any constitutional amendment moderately abridged 

or alters the equality principles, it cannot be said to be a violation of the basic 

structure’. 

 

Views of Judges in the bench(3:2 judgment) against the EWS: 

●  Violates equality norm: Exclusion of groups that already enjoy reservation 

from accessing this new form of affirmative action violates the equality norm, 

which is a basic feature of the Constitution. 

 

Issue with the judgment; 

●  Basic structure of the Constitution:  

○ Equality is an integral part of it(one of those core features) 

○ It can never be taken away, however ‘minor’ such a violation may be. 

●  Poverty as the criterion for reservation: Bulk of the poor in the country are 

from Dalit, Adivasi and Bahujan communities which have been excluded.  

●  Against The UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: It  

recognises that “discrimination may cause poverty, just as poverty may cause 

discrimination”. 

●  Reservations on the basis of caste in Articles 15(4) and 16(4): They  are 

not privileges or benefits, but reparative measures meant to level the field for 

communities facing social stigmatization 

 

Importance of the judgment: 

●  It recognises the importance of Article 15(1): The obligation of non-

discrimination on the grounds of caste, race, sex, religion and place of birth as 

an integral part of the Equality Code. 

○ Article 15(1) has been one of the least used Articles in our Equality 

Code. 

●  Dissent reiterates the importance of Article 17: It recognizes that Article 

17 imposes an obligation on the state to prohibit caste discrimination in any 

manner and is not only part of the Equality Code but indeed the entire 

framework of the Constitution. 

 

 

Way Forward 



■  Minority opinion of the Chief Justice of India (CJI)(now former CJI) and 

other judge:It may be a dissenting judgment but it gives us strength to fight 

for the promise of equality which forms the core of the Constitution. 

■  The UN Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights: 

Recognising status-based horizontal inequalities is essential since victims of 

discrimination on the grounds of status are disproportionately represented 

among people living in poverty. 

■  The dissent holds that the Equality Code under Articles 14, 15, 16 and 17 

of the Constitution: It promotes the inclusiveness of all sections of society, 

and the EWS amendment which excludes people based on their caste would 

destroy our constitutional ethos of non-discrimination. 

■  Upholding of the 103rd Amendment: which excludes members of 

communities which faced continual discrimination and whom poverty afflicts 

in the most aggravated form, marks the annihilation of equality under the 

Constitution. 

■  It will open doors to creating more exclusions and distinctions within 

our society and may lead to damaging the very identity and the soul of the 

Constitution. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Besides the welfare schemes, India needs deft management of inflation and 

unemployment to serve the poor and the underprivileged sections of the society. 

Discuss.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS  

                                  Madrasas face an existential crisis 

 

Source: The Hindu, The Hindu, The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Madrasas, Article 25, Article 26, Article 30 etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Government policies and interventions for development of 

various sectors, weaker sections of society and interventions for their 

development etc 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/madrasas-are-facing-an-existential-crisis-in-uttar-pradesh/article66104064.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/madrasas-are-facing-an-existential-crisis-in-uttar-pradesh/article66104064.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/up-government-reiterates-madrasa-survey-aims-for-the-betterment-of-the-islamic-institutions/article66100984.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-politics-of-the-madrasa-survey/article66030988.ece/amp/


ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The Uttar Pradesh government’s decision to undertake a survey of 

madrasas has raised serious concerns over the fate of these institutions 

along with future of Muslim identity. 

Reason given for survey: 

●  Check the availability of basic facilities for the students. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Madrasa: 

●  It refers to a specific type of religious school or college for the study of the 

religion of Islam, though this may not be the only subject studied. 

 

Madrasas background: 

●  They emerged mainly to save Muslim identity in the face of growing 

colonial interventions: which they suspected might impose Christian values 

on fellow Muslims 

●  Resisted partition: Deoband took a political stand and fiercely resisted 

Partition. 

 

Issues faced by Madrasas: 

●  Semi-educated teaching staff: Many impart elementary theological 

instruction through semi-educated teachers.  

●  Community funding: Madrasas depend almost fully on community funding. 

○ 40% of the students in this madrasa who went back home during the 

COVID-19 pandemic did not return. 

●  No online education: unlike public schools, they imparted no online 

instruction during Covid as most children studying in madrasas had no access 

to smartphones at home. 

 

What will the Survey do? 

●  Collect Information on 12 points including: 

○ Infrastructure 

○ Staff 

○ Source of funding 

○ Facilities available 

 



Impact of survey: 

●  Withdrawal of children: Parents are withdrawing their children from 

madrasas and engaging them in labour work. 

●  Sending back outstation students: Learning may get impacted for 

thousands of youngsters. 

●  For poverty-stricken parents: The madrasas’ free boarding and lodging is a 

blessing.  

○ Education is often considered a bonus. 

 

Sachar Committee Report (2006): 

●  Only 3% of Muslim children of school-going age go to madrasas at the 

national level 

●  Draw a distinction between madrasas and maktabs: Maktabs are 

neighbourhood schools, often attached to mosques. 

●  Share of Muslims who attend madrasas and maktabs: It is not more than 

6.3(six point three)%, the report said. 

●  Muslims are aspirational: Report’s most crucial observation.  

●  Muslim parents are eager to see their children enrolled in modern 

education institutions: fail do to their poor financial condition. 

 

Recommendation by the report; 

●  Scholarships should be given to Muslim students so that they don’t drop out 

of school. 

 

Constitutional Rights to Muslims: 

Article 25: It says “all persons are equally entitled to freedom of conscience and 

the right to freely profess, practice, and propagate religion subject to public order, 

morality and health.” 

Article 26: It says that all denominations can manage their own affairs in matters 

of religion. 

Article 30: It gives minorities the right to establish and run their educational 

institutions. 

 

 

 

 



Way Forward 

■  Madrasas and modernity: While there are issues concerning madrasas and 

modernity, concerning patriarchy and child rights(raised by the Sachar 

Committee).  

○ To have any state intervention inspired by Islamophobic views will 

only help deepen majoritarianism 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Are tolerance, assimilation and pluralism the key elements in the making of an 

Indian form of secularism? Justify your answer.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS  

                                          The Uniform Civil Code 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Uniform civil Code, Directive Principles of State Policy etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Government policies and interventions for development of 

various sectors, weaker sections of society and interventions for their 

development etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Gujarat joined the list of States that have called for implementing the 

Uniform Civil Code (UCC). 

 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Uniform Civil Code: 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-the-uniform-civil-code/article66105351.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-the-uniform-civil-code/article66105351.ece


                  
●  It provides for one law for the entire country, applicable to all religious 

communities in their personal matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, 

adoption etc. 

●  Article 44: It lays down that the state shall endeavor to secure a UCC for the 

citizens throughout the territory of India. 

 

Constituent Assembly about the UCC: 

●  Sub-committee on fundamental rights(headed by Sardar Vallabhbhai 

Patel): It decided that securing a UCC was not within the scope of 

fundamental rights. 

●  Member Naziruddin Ahmad from Bengal: UCC would come in the way of 

Article 19 of the draft Constitution-now Article 25(which guarantees the 

right to freedom of religion subject to public order, morality, and health). 

●  Member K.M. Munshi: UCC will promote the unity of the nation and equality 

for women. 

●  Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: He stated that the Article “merely” proposed that the 

state shall endeavor to secure a UCC, which means it would not impose it on 

all citizens. 

 

Arguments in favour of UCC: 



●  Uniformity in cases: India does have uniformity in most criminal and civil 

matters like the Criminal Procedure Code, Civil Procedure Code etc 

●  Gender Justice: If a UCC is enacted, all personal laws will cease to exist. It will 

do away with gender biases in existing laws. 

●  Secularism: A secular nation needs a common law for all citizens rather than 

differentiated rules based on religious practices. 

●  Various communities in India: Example: All Hindus are not governed by a 

homogenous personal law even after the enactment of the Hindu Code Bill. 

●  Shariat Act: There is no uniform applicability when it comes to the Muslim 

personal law or the Shariat Act 1937. 

●  Hindu Marriage Act of 1955: It prohibits marriages amongst close relatives 

but they are considered auspicious in the south of India. 

●  Hindu Succession Act of 1956: Wives are not coparceners(a person who 

shares equally with others in the inheritance of an undivided estate) nor do 

they have an equal share in inheritance. 

 

Arguments against UCC: 

●  Plurality in already codified civil and criminal laws: So concept of ‘one 

nation, one law’ cannot be applied to diverse personal laws of various 

communities. 

●  Constitutional law experts: Framers did not intend total uniformity. 

○ Example: Personal laws were placed in Concurrent List(power to 

legislate being given to Parliament and State Assemblies). 

●  Customary laws: Many tribal groups in the country, regardless of their 

religion, follow their own customary laws. 

●  Communal Politics: The demand for a uniform civil code is considered to be 

framed in the context of communal politics. 

●  Article 25: It seeks to preserve the freedom to practice and propagate any 

religion. 

 

Supreme Court judgements about implementation of UCC: 



 
 

Law Commission about UCC: 

●  Unified nation did not necessarily need “uniformity: Secularism could not 

contradict the plurality prevalent in the country. 

●  UCC: It is neither necessary nor desirable at this stage. 

 

Recommendation by Law Commission: 

●  Discriminatory practices, prejudices and stereotypes within a particular 

religion and its personal laws should be studied and amended. 

●  Fixing the marriageable age for boys and girls at 18 years: So that they 

are married as equals 

●  Simplifying the divorce procedure: Making adultery a ground for divorce 

for men and women. 

 

What is the government’s stance? 

●  Government: No plans to set up a panel to implement the UCC. 



●  The chairperson and members of 22nd Law Commission(2021): They 

have not yet been appointed. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  Separate aspects in stages: The Government could bring separate aspects 

such as marriage, adoption, succession and maintenance into a UCC in stages. 

■  Government and society: They can make common cause with social 

reformers rather than religious conservatives. 

■  Codification of all personal laws: Prejudices and stereotypes in every one of 

them would come to light and can be tested on the anvil of fundamental rights 

of the Constitution. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Constitutional Morality’ is rooted in the Constitution itself and is founded on its 

essential facets. Explain the doctrine of ‘Constitutional Morality’ with the help of 

relevant judicial decisions. (UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS  
                        This unseating of vice chancellors is faulty 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Parliamentary democracy, Functions and responsibilities of Governor, 

Article 254, Article 13, Vice-Chancellor etc 

 

■  Mains GS Paper II: State Legislature -Structure, organization, functioning and 

conduct of business etc  

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The recent judgments of the Supreme Court of India on the appointment of 

vice chancellors (VC) in State universities in violation of the regulations of 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/this-unseating-of-vice-chancellors-is-faulty/article66145326.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/this-unseating-of-vice-chancellors-is-faulty/article66145326.ece/amp/


the University Grants Commission (UGC) are significant for higher 

education in a federal country such as India. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Vice chancellors: 

●  They lead the university's academic and administrative departments. 

●  They may serve on several university councils, assist with policy 

development and academic planning, prepare budgets, and maintain the 

institution's positive image. 

●  University Grants Commission (UGC) Guidelines: The Visitor/Chancellor 

shall appoint the Vice Chancellor out of the panel of names recommended by 

the search-cum-selection committee. 

●  The Governor of the state is the honorary chancellor of all State owned 

universities. 

 

Governors and President’s Power in Universities: 

State Universities: 

●  Ex-officio chancellor: The Governor of the state is the ex-officio chancellor 

of the universities in that state in most cases. 

●  As chancellor: He acts independently of the Council of Ministers and takes 

his own decisions on all University matters. 

Central Universities; 

●  Central Universities Act, 2009, and other statutes: President of India shall 

be the Visitor of a central university. 

●  Chancellors in central universities are titular heads, appointed by the 

President in his capacity as Visitor. 

●  The Vice Chancellor: He is appointed by the Visitor from panels of names 

picked by search and selection committees formed by the Union 

government. 

●  The President as Visitor: He shall have the right to authorize inspections of 

academic and non-academic aspects of the universities and also to institute 

inquiries. 

 

Judiciary stand: 

Gambhirdan K. Gadhvi vs The State Of Gujarat(2022): 



●  Court quashed the appointment of the incumbent Vice Chancellor: on the 

ground that the search committee did not form a panel for the appointment of 

VC. 

●  State law was in conflict with the UGC regulations: the latter would prevail 

over state law. 

Professor (Dr) Sreejith P.S vs Dr. Rajasree M.S. (2022): 

●  Court quashed the appointment of the VC on the ground that the provision 

relating to the search committee in the University Act is in conflict with the 

UGC Regulations. 

 

Impact of the judgment: 

●  It triggered unprecedented developments in Kerala: The State Governor 

asked 11 VCs of other universities of the State to resign immediately on the 

ground that their appointments had become void after the Supreme Court’s 

judgment. 

 

What is the issue with judgment? 

●  Issue framed by the Supreme Court: whether the appointment of VCs 

should be made as per the UGC Regulations or the provisions of the State 

University Act. 

●  Education in concurrent list: Both the Union and the State can legislate on 

a matter under the Concurrent list. 

●  Court’s conclusion(using Article 254): That if any provision in the State 

university law is in conflict with the UGC Regulations, the latter will prevail 

and the former will become void. 

 

Why is the judgment faulty? 

●  Article 254: Conflict under this Article relates to a State law and a 

substantive law made by Parliament. 

○ It excludes rules, regulations, etc. 

●  Rules and regulations made by the subordinate authority: They do not go 

through the same process as a law.  

○ The rules and regulations have an inferior status as compared to an 

Act. 

●  Article 13(2): The term law does not include the rules, regulations, etc. for 

the purpose of Article 254. 



●  The regulations made by a subordinate authority of the Union overriding 

a law made by a State legislature will amount to a violation of federal 

principles. 

○ It will negate the concurrent legislative power granted to the State by 

the Constitution. 

●  UGC Regulations on the appointment of VCs: They are outside the scope of 

the main provisions of the UGC Act as none of its provisions refers to the 

appointment of VCs. 

 

What Section 26 of the UGC Act says? 

●  Regulations: It empowers the UGC to make regulations 

●  Appointment of a VC is not a matter on which the UGC can make regulations. 

 

Way Forward 

■  UGC’s legal authority to make mandatory regulations on the appointment of 

VCs of State universities needs to be re-examined urgently. 

■  Analysis of Article 254: State law can be repugnant(in conflict)only to the 

central Act, and not the regulations and rules made there under. 

■  S. Satyapal Reddy vs Govt. Of A.P. (1994): The court has to make every 

attempt to reconcile the provisions of the apparently conflicting laws and the 

court would endeavor to give harmonious construction 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss the essentials of the 69th Constitutional Amendment Act and anomalies, if 

any, that have led to recent reported conflicts between the elected representatives 

and institution of Lieutenant Governor in the administration of Delhi. Do you think 

that this will give rise to a new trend in the functioning of the Indian Federal 

Politics?(UPSC 2016) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
          Undermining federalism, eroding States’ autonomy 

 

Source: The Hindu 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/undermining-federalism-eroding-states-autonomy/article66141425.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/undermining-federalism-eroding-states-autonomy/article66141425.ece/amp/


 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance(Federalism, NITI Ayog, off-

budget borrowing etc) 

■  Mains GS Paper II & III: Functions and responsibilities of the union and the 

states, issues and challenges pertaining to the federal structure etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The Cabinet Resolution of 2015 constituting the National Institution for 

Transforming India (NITI Aayog). 

○ It has articulated that “India is a diverse country with distinct 

languages, faiths and cultural ecosystems. 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Federalism: 

●  It is system of government where the powers are divided equally between the 

Centre and its various parts, including provinces and states 

●  Basic structure of constitution: Federalism is one of the pillars of the Basic 

Structure of the Constitution. 

●  S.R. Bommai vs Union of India case: States are not mere appendages of the 

Union and the latter should ensure that the powers of the States are not 

trampled with. 

Cooperative Federalism: 

1. It is a horizontal relationship between center and state, where they 

“cooperate” in the larger public interest. 

2. It enables states’ participation in the formulation and implementation of 

national policies. 

Competitive Federalism: 

1. In Competitive federalism States compete among themselves and also with 

the Centre for benefits. 

2. It is not part of the basic structure of the Indian constitution. It is the 

decision of the executives. 

3. The endowments of states in the free-market economy, available resource 

base and their comparative advantages all foster a spirit of competition.  

Constitutional Provisions: 

●  Articles 245 to 254: The legislative functions of union and states are 

discussed mainly in article 245 to 255 in Part XI of the constitution. 



●  Article 246(Seventh Schedule): It demarcates the powers of the Union and 

the State by classifying their powers into 3 lists. They are: 

○ Union List 

○ State List 

○ Concurrent List. 

 

NITI Aayog: 

●  The Planning Commission was replaced by NITI Aayog in 2015 with emphasis 

on ‘Bottom –Up’ approach 

●  Envisage the vision of Maximum Governance, Minimum Government, 

echoing the spirit of ‘Cooperative Federalism’. 

●  Aims: 

○ To achieve Sustainable Development Goals(SDGs)  

○ To enhance cooperative federalism by fostering the involvement of 

State Governments of India in the economic policy-making process 

using a bottom-up approach. 

 

Composition: 



      
Functions of NITI Ayog: 

 

        
 

Main mandates of NITI Aayog: 

●  To foster cooperative federalism: through structured support initiatives 

and mechanisms with the States on a continuous basis. 



 

Recommendations of Finance commission rejected by Union Government: 

●  The Fifteenth Finance Commission report: It recommended a special grant 

to three States to ensure that the tax devolution in 2020-21 in absolute terms 

should not be less than the amount of devolution received by these States in 

2019-20. 

○ This recommendation was not accepted by the Union Government 

●  Recommendation relating to grants for nutrition: amounting to ₹7,735 

crore was not accepted. 

●  Grants to States recommended by the Finance Commission for the 

period 2021-26: The sector-specific grants and State-specific grants 

recommended by the Commission have not been accepted 

 

Impact of rejecting recommendations: 

●  Cooperative Federalism: It undermines the stature of the institution of the 

Finance Commission and cooperative federalism. 

 

Off-Budget borrowings: 

●  It refers to loans taken by state government entities, special purpose vehicles, 

etc, where principal and interest would be repaid from the state 

government’s own budget, instead of the cash flows or revenues generated by 

the borrowing entity. 

●  Bypass net borrowing ceiling:Such borrowings bypass the net borrowing 

ceiling fixed for states in a fiscal year  

●  The responsibility for repayment lies with states: It adversely impacts 

their revenue and fiscal deficit . 

Recent developments around Off-Budget borrowings: 

●  Off-Budget borrowings: from 2021-22 onwards it will be serviced from the 

State budgets as States’ borrowings and adjusting them against borrowing 

limits under Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) in 

2022-23 

Governments stand: 

●  It is in accordance with the recommendation of the Finance Commission 

 

What Finance commission recommended? 

●  Governments at all tiers may observe strict discipline by resisting any 

further additions to the stock of off-Budget transactions.  



●  In case of uncertainty:  

○ The timetable for defining and achieving debt sustainability may be 

examined by a high-powered intergovernmental group 

○ FRBM Act may be amended as per the recommendations of this group  

 

What are Off-Budget borrowings used for? 

●  For meeting revenue expenditure. 

●  The Comptroller and Auditor General of India (C&AG) Report(on the 

Compliance of FRBM Act for 2017-18 and 2018-19): It pointed out eight 

instances of meeting revenue expenditure through Extra Budgetary 

Resources (EBR). 

 

Cess and surcharge: 

Cess: A cess is imposed as an additional tax besides the existing tax (tax on tax). 

Surcharge: It is levied on the payable tax and not the overall income. 

 

How cesses and surcharges have been used? 

●  The share of cesses and surcharges in the gross tax revenue of the Centre 

increased from 13.5(thirteen point five)% in 2014-15 to 20% in the 

Budget estimates for 2022-23.  

●  States only get a 29.6(twenty nine point six)% share of taxes: because of 

higher cesses and surcharges. 

○ Though the States’ share in the Central taxes is 41%,(recommended by 

the Fifteenth Finance Commission) 

●  The C&AG in its Audit Report on Union Government Accounts(2018-19): 

It observed that of the ₹2 lakh 74 crore(approx) collected from 35 cesses 

in 2018-19, approx ₹1 lakh 64 crore had been credited to the dedicated 

funds and the rest was retained in the Consolidated Fund of India. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  Different Committees appointed by the Government of India: They have  

emphasized the need to curtail the number of Centrally Sponsored Schemes 

(CSS) and restrict them to a few areas of national importance. 

■  The Sub-Committee of Chief Ministers appointed by NITI Aayog: It has 

recommended a reduction in the number of schemes and the introduction of 

optional schemes. 



 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. How far do you think cooperation, competition and confrontation have shaped 

the nature of federation in India ? Cite some recent examples to validate your 

answer.(UPSC 2020) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
               Opaque political financing could cost democracy dear 

                                   
 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Electoral bonds, ECI, GST etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I and II: Parliament-Structure, functioning and conduct of 

business, powers and privileges and issues arising out of them etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The discourse around political finance in India usually revolves around the 

issue of corruption. 

○ Electoral bonds were introduced as a financial tool for enabling 

donations to political parties. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Electoral Bonds: 

●  As debt instruments, these can be bought by donors from a bank, and the 

political party can then encash them. 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/opaque-political-financing-could-cost-democracy-dear/article66149909.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/opaque-political-financing-could-cost-democracy-dear/article66149909.ece/amp/


Who can purchase it? 

●  Citizen of India: Electoral Bonds may be purchased by a person who is a 

citizen of India or incorporated or established in India.  

●  Single or jointly: A person being an individual can buy Electoral Bonds, 

either singly or jointly with other individuals.  

Eligibility: 

●  Political Parties registered under Section 29A of the Representation of 

the People Act, 1951: Which secured not less than one percent of the 

votes polled in the last General Election to the House of the People or the 

Legislative Assembly of the State. 

●  Authorized bank: The Electoral Bonds shall be encashed by an eligible 

Political Party only through a Bank account with the Authorized Bank. 

●  State Bank of India (SBI): It has been authorized to issue and encash 

Electoral Bonds. 

 

How does it work? 

 
 

Benefits of electoral bonds: 

              
Arguments against Electoral bonds: 



        
 

Views about electoral bonds by different political parties: 

●  Pious instrument: for cleansing politics by routing funding through legal 

channels 

●  Instruments of corruption: legitimating institutionalized corruption. 

 

Axes of Political competition: 

●  Institutional: The regulation of competition between ruling and Opposition 

parties 

●  Organizational: The regulation of competition within a party 

●  Ideological: The role of ideas in determining competition between parties. 

 

How electoral bonds have shaped parties and institutions? 

●  Opacity of electoral bonds: It  renders the power of the Election 

Commission of India (ECI) irrelevant in terms of ensuring a level-playing field. 

●  Extent to which political funding is centralized within a party: It 

determines whether power in the party is drawn from organizational 

structures or exercised in a personalistic manner. 

○ For example: Membership-funded parties such as the Dravida 

Munnetra Kazhagam and the Bahujan Samaj Party of an earlier era 

were highly organized parties where leaders wielded power in a 

responsive, programmatic manner. 



●  Political financing regime: It shapes the role of ideas in grounding political 

competition. 

 

How electoral bonds have covered the income of Political parties? 

●  Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) analysis: Electoral bonds 

covered 52% of the total income of national parties and 53% of the total 

income of regional parties. 

 

How electoral bonds are advantageous to the ruling party? 

●  ECI data: Ruling party in 2019-20 got over 75% of the total electoral bonds 

sold, compared to a mere 9% share of the opposition. 

●  Access to transactions: only the government, and presumably the ruling 

party, have access to the transaction trails. 

●  Electoral bonds centralize political funding towards the national units of 

political parties, giving leverage to national leadership over the State and 

local units. 

 

Relationship of corporates and politicians: 

●  Personalistic relationships of politicians with big business elites in order 

to marginalize the regional strongmen. 

●  Government autonomy to bring in measures: such as demonetisation and 

Goods and Services Tax (GST) that hurt small businessmen and trading 

castes, because they now contribute an insignificant speck to its political 

treasury. 

 

   

Way Forward 

■  Institutional safeguards: It is important that independent institutions (such 

as the ECI and the Supreme Court of India) step in to layer the seeming black 

hole of electoral bonds with a minimum level of institutional safeguards. 

■  There is a need for effective regulation of political financing along with 

bold reforms to break the vicious cycle of corruption and erosion of quality of 

democratic polity. 

■  Voters can also help bring in substantial changes by demanding awareness 

campaigns. 

 

 



QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss the role of the Election Commission of India in the light of the evolution of 

the Model Code of Conduct.(UPSC 2022) 

                                                                               (200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                                            10 years of POCSO 

                                   
 

Source: Indian Express  

 

■  Prelims: POCSO, National Crime Record Bureau etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I and II: Vulnerable sections of society, Laws, institutions and 

bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of vulnerable sections of 

society etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Ten years after the enactment of The Protection of Children from Sexual 

Offences (POCSO) Act, an analysis of POCSO cases across India has found 

gaps in its implementation including: 

○ Increasing pendency of cases 

○ High rate of acquittals. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

POCSO Act: 

●  The Union Ministry of Women and Child Development led the 

introduction of the POCSO Act in 2012. 

●  The Act was designed to protect children from sexual assault, sexual 

harassment and pornography offences. 

●  Special courts: Provide for the establishment of Special Courts for the trial of 

such offenses. 

●  Amendment: The Act was amended in 2019 for enhancing the punishments 

for specific offenses in order to deter abusers and ensure a dignified 

childhood. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-law/10-years-of-pocso-an-analysis-of-indias-landmark-child-abuse-law-8276030/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-law/10-years-of-pocso-an-analysis-of-indias-landmark-child-abuse-law-8276030/lite/


 

Key Features of the Act: 

 
 

Issues related to Child Sexual Abuse: 

●  Multi-layered Problem: impacts children’s physical safety, mental health, 

well-being and behavioral aspects. 

●  Amplification Due to Digital Technologies: New forms of child abuse like 

online bullying, harassment and Child Pornography 

●  Ineffective Legislaton:POCSO Act has failed to protect child from sexual 

abuse. 

 

A Decade of POCSO’: By Justice, Access and Lowering Delays in India (JALDI) 

Initiative and Data Evidence for Justice Reform (DE JURE) program at the 

World Bank: 

●   It analyzed a total of 230,730 cases from 486 districts spanning 28 states 

and Union Territories, from 2012 to February 2021. 

 

International child convention India is signatory of: 

●  Convention on the Rights of the Child 

●  Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children 

 

Basis for legislation: 

●  Child sexual abuse racket was busted in Goa(1990) 

●  Special Expert Committee under Justice VR Krishna Iyer presented a draft 

code for child rights in India – the Children’s Code Bill, 2000. 



●  The Study of Child Abuse report(2007)by the Ministry of Women and 

Child Development: It found that 50.76(fifty point seven six)% of children 

surveyed reported having faced one or more form of sexual abuse. 

 

Key findings on crimes against children: 

●  Trials and convictions: 43.44(forty three point four four)% of trials 

under POCSO end in acquittals while only 14.03(forty point zero three)% 

end in convictions. 

●  Acquittals are significantly higher than convictions for all the states 

studied: Example:  

○ Andhra Pradesh, acquittals are seven times more than convictions 

○ West Bengal, acquittals are five times more than convictions. 

●  Out of 138 judgements looked at in detail by the study: Only in 6% of the 

cases were the accused people strangers to the victim. 

●  National Crime Record Bureau(2021): 96% of the cases filed under the 

POCSO Act, 2012, the accused was a person known to the child victim. 

●  Penetrative sexual assault and aggravated penetrative sexual assault : 

They together comprise over half of all POCSO cases. 

 

Quality of justice under POCSO: 

●  Time for disposal of cases: On average, it takes more than 16 months for a 

POCSO case to be disposed of (against a prescribed period of 1 year). 

●  Covid 19: There was a sharp increase in the number of pending cases 

between 2019 and 2020. 

●  Transfer of cases: Due to administrative mismanagement or wrongful 

appreciation of facts by the police”. 

 

Reasons for delay: 

●  Investigation: Slow pace of investigation by the police 

●  Delay in depositing samples with the Forensic Science Laboratories 

 

How do different Indian states fare? 

●  Delhi has the highest number of POCSO trials in the country(13.54(thirteen 

point five four)cases per 100,000 population in 2018). 

●  Chandigarh and West Bengal:They  are the only states where the average 

time taken for convictions is within one year. 



●  The five districts with the highest number of POCSO trials (pending and 

disposed) are: Namchi (Sikkim), New Delhi, Central Delhi, Medak 

(Telangana) and West Garo Hills (Meghalaya) 

●  Uttar Pradesh: It has the highest pendency with more than three-fourths of 

the total POCSO cases(filed between 2012-2021). 

○ Tamil Nadu has the highest disposal percentage(80.2(eighty point 

two)%. 

 

   

Current Issues: 

●  According to the study: Support persons are not being appointed in most 

POCSO cases.  

○ The Supreme Court had also noted that in 96% of cases, a support 

person was not provided to the victim. 

●  POCSO courts have not been designated in all districts: As of 2022, 408 

POCSO courts have been set up in 28 States as part of the Government’s Fast 

Track Special Court’s Scheme. 

●  Special public Prosecutors: There is a lack of Special Public Prosecutors 

appointed specifically to handle POCSO cases, and even when they are 

appointed they are often employed for non-POCSO cases. 

 

 

Related Constitutional Provisions: 

●  Article 21: Every child the right to live with dignity the right to personal 

liberty and the right to privacy  

●  Article 14: the right to equality 

●  Article 15: right against discrimination 

●  Article 23 & 24: right against exploitation 

●  Article 21A: Right to free and compulsory elementary education for all 

children in the 6-14 year age. 

●  Article 39(f): Obligation on the State to ensure that: 

○ Children are given opportunities and facilities to develop in a healthy 

manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity  

○ Childhood and youth are protected against exploitation and against 

moral and material abandonment. 

 

Support person: 



●  A Person or organization working in the field of child rights or child 

protection 

●  An official of a children’s home or a shelter home having custody of the 

child 

●  A person employed by the District Child Protection Unit (DCPU), who 

hand holds the victim through the entire legal process. 

Way Forward 

■  Preventive activities: The need of the hour is to prioritize prevention 

activities against abuse, creating safe online environments for children. 

■  Developing a comprehensive outreach system to engage parents, schools, 

communities, Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs) partners and local 

governments as well as police and lawyers. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Examine the main provisions of the National Child Policy and throw light on the 

status of its implementation.(UPSC 2016)                                                                                  

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                                       A reform, much Ignored  

                                   
 

Source: Indian Express  

 

■  Prelims: Supreme Court, quasi-judicial bodies, CPC, IPC etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I and II: Structure, organization and functioning of judiciary, 

Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Quasi-judicial agencies are not discussed in conversations on the pendency 

of cases. 

○ They can act as an important cushion in the early disposal of cases and 

reduce the burden of the judiciary. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/quasi-judicial-courts-cases-challenges-8278311/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/quasi-judicial-courts-cases-challenges-8278311/lite/


Context 

Quasi-Judicial bodies: 

●  A quasi-judicial body is “an organ of Government other than a Court or 

Legislature, which affects the rights of private parties either through 

adjudication or rulemaking”.  

●  It is not mandatory that a Quasi-Judicial Body has to necessarily be an 

organization resembling a Court of Law.  

●  For example: the Election Commission of India is also a Quasi-Judicial Body 

but does not have its core functions as a Court of Law. 

●  Some examples of Quasi-Judicial Bodies in India: 

○ Election Commission of India 

○ National Green Tribunal 

○ Central Information Commission (CIC) 

○ Lok Adalat 

 

How do they function? 

●  Generally handled by the revenue authorities and largely relate to land, 

tenancy, excise, arms, mining, or preventive functions under the Criminal 

Procedure Code.  

●  Presence of hierarchy: judicial procedures like appeal and revision can be 

made to superior authorities. 

●  Decisions of superior courts are binding: especially that of the highest 

forum. 

●  The procedures for handling these cases have been laid out in the Civil 

Procedure Code. 

 

Importance of functioning of quasi-judicial bodies: 

●  failure to administer speedy justice: It leads to harassment of citizens, 

besides encouraging criminal activity. 

 

Issues with quasi-judicial bodies: 

●  Understaffed: Many of these offices are understaffed.  

●  Their engagement with duties: such as law and order, protocol, 

coordination and other administrative functions leaves them with much less 

time for court work. 

●  Access to court clerks and record keepers is limited.  

●  Computers and video recorders are not available in many of these courts. 



○ Except in some states such as Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and 

Rajasthan. 

●  Presiding officers lack proper knowledge of law and procedures. 

●  Lack of adequate supervision and ownership by the administrative and 

political leadership. 

●  Data on the level of pendency or the speed of disposal is not compiled in 

many states. 

 

How can we improve Quasi Judicial bodies? 

●  Detailed data on the functioning of these agencies must be collected and 

published from time to time(at least annually). 

○ These should be laid before the concerned legislatures. 

●  If the pendency exceeds a certain threshold: additional officials should be 

posted to exclusively handle judicial functions. 

●  An electronic platform should be established to handle all ancillary work 

related to the administration of justice, such as filing of complaints, issue of 

summons etc. 

○ It will establish a sound basis for analyzing the functioning of these 

bodies and facilitate the publication of statistics. 

●  Annual inspections of the subordinate courts should be made mandatory.  

○ This should be an important indicator for assessment by the superior 

authority.  

●  Interdisciplinary research on the functioning of these courts should be 

encouraged. 

○ This would identify the areas of improvement such as legal reforms or 

issue of clear guidelines. 

●  Regular training and orientation of the adjudicating authorities should 

be taken up from time to time.  

●  State index of performance of quasi-judicial courts be made and 

published. 

○ Will increase attention of the states to their performance in 

comparison to others and help them identify areas of weakness. 

●  Important decisions, guidelines and directions could be compiled and 

published on the portal of the apex adjudicating forum such as the Board of 

Revenue.  

○ These would be helpful to lower-level agencies. 



●  More rigorous induction training of officials handling judicial work would 

help. 

○ The importance of judicial work should be instilled among the trainees 

and the skill and confidence in handling them should be developed. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  Inclusive steps: A multi-pronged action plan inclusive of legal, governance 

and HR reforms is required to move ahead. 

■  Efficient functioning: The government should make the efficient functioning 

of these agencies a priority and clearly articulate its position on the issue. 

■  Procedural reforms such as minimizing adjournments, mandatory filing of 

written arguments and other such reforms proposed by bodies like the Law 

Commission for reform of the Civil Procedure Code should be adopted by 

adjudicating bodies. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss the role of the Election Commission of India in the light of the evolution of 

the Model Code of Conduct.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 
 

 

                             EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                                     Securing the EC 

 

Source: Indian Express  

 

Prelims: Current events of national importance(ECI, CEC, Article 324, PIL etc) 

Mains GS Paper II: Appointments to various constitutional posts, powers functions 

and responsibilities of various constitutional bodies etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  A PIL has been filed in the Supreme Court regarding the autonomy and 

neutrality of the Election Commission of India (ECI). 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/sy-quraishi-how-to-cement-the-election-commission-credibility-8289963/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/sy-quraishi-how-to-cement-the-election-commission-credibility-8289963/lite/


Election Commission of India(ECI): 

●  The Election Commission of India is an autonomous constitutional authority 

responsible for administering Union and State election processes in India. 

●  The body administers elections to: 

○ Lok Sabha 

○ Rajya Sabha 

○ State Legislative Assemblies in India 

○ Offices of the President and Vice President in the country. 

●  Part XV of the constitution deals with elections, and establishes a 

commission for these matters. 

●  Article 324 to 329: deals with powers, function, tenure, eligibility, etc of the 

commission and the members. 

●  The commission: It consists of one Chief Election Commissioner and two 

Election Commissioners. 

●  The President appoints Chief Election Commissioner and Election 

Commissioners. 

●  Tenure: They have a fixed tenure of six years, or up to the age of 65 years, 

whichever is earlier. 

●  Status: They enjoy the same status and receive salary and perks as available 

to Judges of the Supreme Court of India. 

●  The Chief Election Commissioner can be removed from office only through 

a process of removal similar to that of a Supreme Court judge by Parliament. 

●  All three members have equal voting rights and all decisions in the 

commission are taken by the majority,  

 

Procedure For Removal 

●  He/she can be removed either on the ground of “proved misbehavior or 

incapacity”. 

●  Resolution: He/she can be removed by the president on the basis of a 

resolution passed to that effect by both the Houses of Parliament with special 

majority(majority of two-third members present and voting supported by 

more than 50% of the total strength of the house). 

●  The Constitution does not use the word ‘impeachment’, for the removal of 

the Chief Election Commissioner. 

●  The Election Commissioner or Regional Commissioner: They can only be 

removed from office by the Chief Election Commissioner. 

 



Article 324: 

●  The Superintendence, direction and control of elections to be vested in an 

Election Commission. 

 

 

Functions of EC: 

 
 

Problems associated with appointment: 

●  Flawed system of appointment of the Election Commissioners. 

○ They are appointed unilaterally by the government. 

●  Uncertainty over the elevation of an Election Commissioner to the post of 

CEC. 

○ It makes them vulnerable to government pressure. 

●  Government can control an independent-minded CEC through the 

majority voting power of the two Election Commissioners. 

 

B R Ambedkar’s statement about appointment: 

●  “The tenure can’t be made a fixed and secure tenure if there is no provision 

in the Constitution to prevent a fool or a naive or a person who is likely to be 

under the thumb of the executive”. 

 

What is the proposed mechanism for appointment of Election Commissioner? 

●  A collegium consisting of: 

○ Prime Minister 

○ Leader of the Opposition (LOP) 

○ Chief Justice of India (CJI). 



●  This system is already in operation for the appointment of: 

○ Central Vigilance Commissioner 

○ Chief Information Commissioner 

○ Director of the Central Bureau of Investigation.  

●  255th Report, the Law Commission of India: It also recommended a 

collegium system for appointing Election Commissioners.  

○ Political stalwarts such as LK Advani and many former CECs supported 

the idea. 

●  Recent debate on electoral reforms in the Rajya Sabha: Many political 

parties demanded the introduction of a collegium system for appointments of 

Election Commissioners. 

 

Importance of such method of appointment: 

●  This will remove the possibility of allegations against the incumbent of 

being partisan to the government. 

●  Opposition parties would not be able to raise a finger, since the LOP would 

be a party to the selection. 

 

Issues with removal of Election Commissioners: 

●  Removal: only the CEC is protected from being removed (except through 

impeachment) 

Background: 

●  The Constitution enabled protection for the CEC as it was initially a one-man 

Commission.  

●  The other two Commissioners were added in 1993. 

●  The oversight will hopefully be corrected by the current Bench. 

 

Way Forward 

■  Questions raised about the ECI’s credibility are worrying: An ECI with the 

consent of both the government in power and the Opposition stands a far 

better chance of convincing the nation and all parties contesting elections of 

its neutrality and impartiality. 

■  The Supreme Court should settle the issue for good as it has many other 

critical electoral reforms. 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss the role of the Election Commission of India in the light of the evolution of 

the Model Code of Conduct.(UPSC 2022) 



(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                   Xi’s Congress rhetoric and the PLA’s march ahead   

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance(BRI, Regional forums, EEZ, 

PLA, Galwan valley etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping involving India or 

affecting India’s interests, BRI and issues associated with it etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Chinese President Xi Jinping made history with his unprecedented third 

term in office at the Party Congress. 

○ Xi Jinping: It was important to further expedite military 

modernisation to make it a world-class force 

 
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Xi Jinping about China: 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/xis-congress-rhetoric-and-the-plas-march-ahead/article66192330.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/xis-congress-rhetoric-and-the-plas-march-ahead/article66192330.ece/amp/


●  Rise of East: He declared that “the West was declining and the East was 

rising, calling a world witnessing “changes unseen in a century”. 

●  Rejuvenation: Presents the Communist Party under his leadership as China’s 

defense against this “chaos” and as leading the country’s “great rejuvenation”. 

●  Diplomacy: He shaped China’s diplomacy in the past decade. 

●  Aggressive policies: Pursuing China’s core interests ever more aggressively. 

 

Vision of Xi Jinping for China: 

●  PLA: It should be able to stage military operations quickly and have the 

“ability to win local wars”.  

●  Taiwan’s reunification: China would make efforts to bring back the territory 

peacefully 

○ It could also deploy military means to achieve its aims. 

○  Xi’s Meeting with U.S President: Taiwan was the core of China’s core 

interest. 

●  Total reunification: He proclaimed to ensure “total reunification of China”. 

 

Strategic stand: 

●  Central Military Commission (CMC): 

○ Body that oversees the CPC’s military.  

○ China brought changes to the CMC’s structure and troop units and 

reconstituted command theaters.  

●  Naval fleet:  

○ It  is larger than America’s. 

○ China improved the capabilities of its navy personnel through 

participation in anti-piracy missions.  

●  Strategic Support Force: For building capacities so as to fight on new 

battlefronts such as space and cyberspace.  

●  The PLA Rocket Force(upgraded to a full military service branch in 

2016): It is in charge of China’s land-based nuclear and conventional 

missile forces.  

●  Change in approach to military education and hiring talent with the PLA: 

Increasingly seeking out university students with a background in “skills 

needed to supplement war effort” namely engineering, communications, 

Internet, and drone operations. 

●  China is engaging air force pilots of western nations to train its personnel. 



○ To understand how foreign defense services operate and fine-tune 

Chinese air force capabilities. 

●  Land-based army: It has been pruned(cut) in favor of improving aerial, 

naval and strategic service branches. 

○ To mold the military into a modern force. 

 

Implications of China’s military reforms: 

●  Increase in its aggression and expansion: As evidenced in phases such as: 

○ The declaration of an Air Defence Identification Zone over the East 

China Sea 

○ Reclamation of islands in the South China Sea 

○ Construction of military infrastructure. 

●  For India: China seeks to dial down tensions along the border. 

○ It is building infrastructure along the Indian border. 

 

Way Forward 

■  Attaining dominance in the air, space and cyber domains: It allows China 

to project power in the region and protect its interests overseas. 

■  Archipelago nations: China is broadening its ties to archipelago nations in 

the southern Pacific Ocean such as the Solomon Islands for geopolitical 

reasons 

○ Security pact recently inked between China and the Solomon 

Islands. 

■  China’s police-military personnel get a toehold on the islands. 

■  The first stop in China’s journey to become a global power is becoming a 

regional hegemon in Asia.  

○ India will have to work with its partners in the region to offer 

alternative connectivity arrangements to its neighbors. 

■  Diplomatic maneuvering: Appropriate diplomatic maneuvering and 

economic and military assertion is vital for the implementation of India’s 

interests in the region along with leveraging the space as a building block for 

a multipolar world order. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. China is using its economic relation and positive trade surplus as tools to develop 

potential military power status in Asia” In the light of this statement. Discuss its 

impact on India as her neighbour.(UPSC 2017) 
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EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                      India’s G20 presidency and food security 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, G20, G7 etc. 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Significance of G20 countries, Bilateral, regional and global 

grouping and agreements involving India or affecting India’s interests. 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Global and regional food security have been deliberated upon as one of the 

priority agendas of the G20. 

■  After Indonesia, India will assume the presidency of G20 from December 

2022. 

 

 
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

G20: 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/indias-g20-presidency-and-food-security/article66107460.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/indias-g20-presidency-and-food-security/article66107460.ece/amp/


●  The G20 is an informal group of 19 countries and the European Union, with 

representatives of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 

●  The G20 Presidency rotates annually: according to a system that ensures a 

regional balance over time. 

●  For the selection of the presidency: 19 countries are divided into 5 groups, 

each having no more than 4 countries.  

○ The presidency rotates between each group.  

●  Every year the G20 selects a country from another group to be president. 

○ India is in Group 2 which also has Russia, South Africa, and Turkey. 

●  The G20 does not have a permanent secretariat or Headquarters.  

 

Present global issues: 

●  Growing conflicts 

●  Climate crises marked by droughts, floods, cyclones etc 

●  Economic downturns 

 

Matera Declaration, 2021 by G20: 

●  Keys to end hunger: G20 ministers recognised that poverty alleviation, 

food security, and sustainable food systems are key to ending hunger. 

●  It reflects the Indian concern: for the welfare of small & medium farmers, 

promoting local food cultures and recognising agri-diversity. 

●  Emphasized on keeping international food trade open: Strengthening 

global, regional, and local diversified value chains for safe, fresh, and 

nutritious food. 

●  One health approach: Promoting a science-based holistic One Health 

approach. 

 

Steps taken by India towards food security: 

●  National Food Security Act, 2013 

●  Mid-day meal scheme 

●  Integrated Child Development Services 

 

Post-Independence steps by India towards agriculture: 

●  Policy measures 

●  Land reforms 

●  Public investments 

●  Institutional infrastructure 



●  New regulatory systems 

●  Intervention in agri-markets and prices 

●  Agri-research and extension 

 

1991-2015 period(Diversification of agriculture): 

●  Greater focus to: 

○ Horticulture 

○ Dairy 

○ Animal husbandry 

○ Fisheries sectors. 

 

During Covid: 

●  Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana: It aims at ensuring sufficient 

food for the poor and needy during the Covid. 

 

For farmers: 

●  Institutionalized buying grains from farmers 

●  Food stocks: Strategic reserves for national food security. 

●  Minimum support price(MSP): It has encouraged farmers to produce, and 

protects them from financial fluctuations 

 

For global food security(despite climate change and a sudden decline in wheat 

and rice production): 

●  India formally announced an export ban on wheat and rice.  

○ However, maintained a flexible approach to help countries like 

Afghanistan with humanitarian aid 

○ Commercial supplies to Bangladesh, Egypt, Yemen. 

 

UN Food Systems Summit(held by the G20): Five identified action tracks:  

●  Safe and nutritious food: Ensure access to safe and nutritious food for all 

●  Sustainable consumption: Shift to sustainable consumption patterns 

●  Production: Boost nature-positive production 

●  Livelihood: Advance equitable livelihoods 

●  Build resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks, and stress. 

 

What steps need to be taken? 

●  Investment: Greater investment in agriculture 



●  Food safety nets for the poor and vulnerable 

●  Farming: New ways of farming 

●  Diversified livelihoods 

 

Way Forward 

■  Opportunity for India: Share its successful journey in moving from a food-

deficit nation to a food-surplus nation 

■  Food security: Address the growing challenges of food security for creating 

resilient and equitable food systems. 

■  Mechanism of purchases of cereals from farmers: Government was able to 

provide a swift and resilient response to the COVID-19 pandemic, avoid 

supply chain disruption and economic shock. 

■  Sustainable Development Goals by 2030: There is an opportunity to fast-

track the processes and commitments that were started through the 

pioneering UN Food Systems Summit for global food systems transformation. 

■  War in Ukraine: Led to vulnerability in foodgrain production and supply or 

in the availability with regards to exports 

○ It will raise the growing demand for India’s wheat and rice. 

■  South-south cooperation: We need to expand south-south cooperation to 

share experiences on food and agriculture production and make expanded 

efforts to share India’s experiences for countries in Africa and Asia. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. The long sustained image of India as a leader of the oppressed and marginalized 

nations has disappeared on account of its new found role in the emerging global 

order.’ Elaborate(UPSC 2019) 
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EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                      The age of minimalism in India-Pakistan ties 

    

 

Source: The Hindu 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-age-of-minimalism-in-india-pakistan-ties/article66108192.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-age-of-minimalism-in-india-pakistan-ties/article66108192.ece/amp/


 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance(India-Pakistan relations, 

LOC, SAARC etc  

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping involving India and 

affecting India’s interests, India and its neighborhood-relations  

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  India-Pakistan relations are minimal and have very little bilateral contact. 

○ Though cold peace exists: 

■  On the Line of Control 

■  Inside Kashmir 

■  In the verbal exchanges between the two sides. 

            
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

India-Pakistan Relations: 

●  With the partition of British India, two separate nations, India and Pakistan 

were formed.  

●  Since the very beginning, the immediate violent partition, wars, terrorist 

attacks and various territorial disputes overshadowed the connection. 

 

Areas of contention: 



 
Areas of Cooperation: 

 
 

Initial steps by Present government towards India-Pakistan relations: 

●  Invitation to Pakistan PM in 2014 

●  Meetings between the two National Security Advisers (NSA) in 2015 

 

Pakistan’s responses: 



●  Attack on Pathankot airbase 

●  Uri attack 

●  Pulwama attack 

 

India’s responses: 

●  Surgical strike  

●  Reduced trade relations to minimal  

 

Reasons for present India-Pakistan relations: 

●  Conflict: Failed attempts at conflict resolution 

●  Political inability to resolve conflicts due to the dual power center in 

Pakistan 

●  Lack of political will on either side 

●  Traditional logic in India: It should first settle its conflicts with Pakistan and 

then move on to addressing the bigger challenges. 

○ As none of the key bilateral conflicts has been resolved since the Indus 

Waters Treaty of 1960. 

●  Confidence in India that it does not need to talk to Pakistan to ensure peace 

inside Kashmir. 

●  Preoccupied with other geopolitical challenges: Pakistan with the Taliban-

led Afghanistan and India with an aggressive China on its borders. 

 

Features of minimalism India-Pakistan relations: 

●  Clinical approach: Discuss and deal with only those issues that need urgent 

attention. 

●  Focus on conflict management: Little focus on conflict resolution. 

○ Example: Kashmir is discussed in the context of the modalities for 

sustaining the ceasefire agreement not the historical political conflict 

over Kashmir. 

●  Useful platform for clarifying red lines: Management of expectations and 

achieving limited but clear outcomes. 

○ The 2021 ceasefire agreement is one such outcome. 

 

 

Way Forward 



■  Direct contact with Army establishment: It has not only corrected the 

structural problem in India-Pakistan relations but also appears that the 

Pakistan Army takes this direct approach more seriously. 

■  Strategy of minimalist engagement with the Pakistani deep state: It is 

unlikely to be able to tackle the larger substantive political questions and may 

run into challenges over time or its tactical utility might eventually be 

exhausted 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Increasing cross border terrorist attacks in India and growing interference in the 

internal affairs of several member states by Pakistan are not conducive for the 

future of SAARC (South Asian Association For Regional Cooperation)." Explain with 

suitable examples.(UPSC 2016) 
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EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

             No consensus’ is derailing counter-terror diplomacy 

    

 

Source: The Hindu, UN 

 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance(UNSC, CTC, NMFT, FATF 

etc) 

 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- 

their structure, mandate etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  India hosted the special session of the United Nations Security Council’s 

Counter-Terrorism Committee (UNSC-CTC) last month. 

○ It focused on new and emerging technologies. 

■  Other important events: 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/no-consensus-is-derailing-counter-terror-diplomacy/article66112170.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/no-consensus-is-derailing-counter-terror-diplomacy/article66112170.ece/amp/
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/ctc/


○ India will host the third edition of the “No Money For Terror” 

(NMFT) conference. 

○ UNSC special briefing on challenges to global counter-terrorism 

efforts 

 
            

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

United Nations Security Council(UNSC): 

●  The Security Council was established by the UN Charter in 1945.  

●  It is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations. 

●  Its primary responsibility is to work to maintain international peace and 

security. 

●  The council is headquartered at NewYork. 

●  The council has 15 members:  

○ Five(5) permanent members 

○ Ten(10) non-permanent members elected for two-year terms 

●  Each year, the General Assembly elects five non-permanent members (out of 

ten in total) for a two-year term.  

●  The ten non-permanent seats are distributed on a regional basis. 

●  The council's presidency is a capacity that rotates every month among its 15 

members. 

●  Permanent members: United States, the Russian Federation, France, China 

and the United Kingdom 

 

UNSC- Counter-Terrorism Committee:(Delhi Declaration): 

●  Adopted the Delhi Declaration on countering the use of new and emerging 

technologies for terrorist purposes. 



●  Three themes: Continue working on recommendations on the three themes 

of the Special meeting. 

○ Terrorism financing 

○ Cyberthreats 

○ Use of drones 

●  Non-binding principles: Develop a set of non-binding guiding principles to 

assist Member States to counter the threat posed by the use of new and 

emerging technologies for terrorist purposes.  

Aim:  

●  Cover the main concerns surrounding the abuse of drones, social media 

platforms, and crowdfunding 

●  Create guidelines that will help to tackle the growing issue. 

 

What are the present challenges around terrorism? 

●  Global War On Terrorism” (GWOT): It was built on an unequal campaign.  

○ Examples:  

■  The IC-814 hijacking (1999) less than two years prior to the 

9/11 attacks, India was forced to release all terrorists. 

■  Pakistan’s role as the U.S.'s ally, and China’s “close friend: It 

ensured that the UNSC designations of Pakistan based terrorists, 

were never mentioned 

●  Weak international reaction to the Taliban’s takeover of Kabul: It 

demonstrates rising fatigue levels in dealing with “another country’s 

problems”. 

●  Growing global polarization over the Russia-Ukraine war: It is shifting 

the focus from terrorism and is also blurring the lines on what constitutes 

terrorism. 

 

Challenges for UNSC: 

●  Resolutions: Unable to pass any meaningful resolutions that are not vetoed 

by Russia or western members 

●  China has been able to block as many as five terror designations requested 

by India and the U.S 

●  Very little progress: on the actual issues such as the definition of terrorism, 

concerns over human rights law conflicts, and the old debate on ‘freedom 

fighter vs terrorist 

 



Challenges around modern technologies: 

 
Way Forward 

■  Outdated and toothless: The hard reality for India is that the future of 

counter-terrorism cooperation is going to be less cooperative, and counter-

terror regimes such as the UNSC Resolutions 1267, 1373, etc. rendered 

outdated and toothless 

■  Global consensus: There is global consensus on regulating the use of these 

emergent technologies by all responsible states, otherwise it will be hard to 

distinguish their use from those by designated terror entities, or state-

sponsored terrorism 

■  Globally accepted norms on how and in what measure one is to respond to 

attacks 

○ Whether it is the U.S.’s flattening of Afghanistan post-9/11, Pakistan’s 

aerial strikes on its own populations in Swat and Balochistan 

■  What constitutes terrorism: Without some consensus on what constitutes 

terror, no war on terrorism can be truly global. 



■  Leading globally: India, as host of counter-terrorism events, and of the SCO 

and the next G-20, must stop fighting the “last war” on terrorism, and steer 

the global narrative towards preparing for the next ones. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. What are the different elements of cyber security ? Keeping in view the challenges 

in cyber security, examine the extent to which India has successfully developed a 

comprehensive National Cyber Security Strategy.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                                            No money for Terror 

    

 

Source: Indian Express  

Directions: continuation of editorial: NO consensus is derailing counter-terror 

diplomacy 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance(Terrorism, FATF, UNSCR 

resolution 1267 etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Important International institutions, agencies and fora- 

their structure, mandate, Role of external state and non-state actors in creating 

challenges to internal security etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  India hosted the 90th Interpol General Assembly followed by a special 

session of the UN Security Council’s Counter Terrorism in October.  

■  Other important events: 

○ India will host the third edition of the “No Money For Terror” 

(NMFT) conference. 

○ UNSC special briefing on challenges to global counter-terrorism 

efforts 

            

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/how-we-can-further-our-efforts-in-curbing-terror-financing-8270564/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/how-we-can-further-our-efforts-in-curbing-terror-financing-8270564/lite/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/09/editorial-analysis-no-consensus-is-derailing-counter-terror-diplomacy/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/09/editorial-analysis-no-consensus-is-derailing-counter-terror-diplomacy/


Context 

Terrorism: 

●  Terrorism is the unlawful use of force or violence against persons or property 

to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or any segment 

thereof, in furtherance of political or social objectives. 

 

Interlinkage between organised crime and terrorism: 

 
 

 

Channels for flow of funds to terrorists: 

●  Direct smuggling of cash through international borders.  

●  Use of hawala networks.  

●  Banking networks including SWIFT and other international channels. 

●  Blockchain or cryptocurrencies which transcend national boundaries and 

international currency systems 

 

UNSC- Counter-Terrorism Committee:(Delhi Declaration): 

●  Adopted the Delhi Declaration on countering the use of new and emerging 

technologies for terrorist purposes. 

●  Three themes: Continue working on recommendations on the three themes 

of the Special meeting. 

○ Terrorism financing 

○ Cyberthreats 

○ Use of drones 

●  Non-binding principles: Develop a set of non-binding guiding principles to 

assist Member States to counter the threat posed by the use of new and 

emerging technologies for terrorist purposes.  



 

International efforts to tackle terror financing: 

●  Financial Action Task Force (FATF)(1989): bringing order and 

implementing standards to the monetary system in the world with regard to 

terror finance and money laundering. 

●  UNSCR resolution 1267 in 1999 and UNSCR resolution 1373 in 2001: 

They formed the bedrock of the financial sanctions regime for terrorist 

organisations and individuals. 

 

How do terrorist organisations raise money? 

●  Local money: Travel agencies, money changers, real estate, retail outlets, 

NGOs, charitable trusts and even from state sponsors.  

●  Derive funding from a variety of criminal activities: ranging in scale and 

sophistication from low-level crime to organized fraud or narcotics smuggling 

or illegal activities in failed states and other safe havens. 

 

What are funds required for? 

●  Promote a militant ideology 

●  Pay operatives and their families 

●  Arrange for their travel 

●  Train new members 

●  Forge documents 

●  Pay bribes 

●  Acquire weapons and stage attacks. 

 

Methods use by terrorist organisations to move money within and between 

organisations: 

●  Financial sector 

●  Physical movement of cash by couriers 

●  Movement of goods through the trade system 

●  Charities and alternative remittance systems 

 

Methods used by FATF: 

●  Risk: It has developed its entire paradigm around the word risk.  

●  UNSC sanctions: It uses the United Nations Security Council sanctions 

against terrorists and terrorist organisations. 



●  Key reasons for Pakistan being placed on the FATF Grey List from 2018 

to 2022: open defiance of those designations. 

 

Challenges around modern technologies: 

 
 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  The adaptability and opportunism shown by terrorist organisations: It 

suggests that all methods that exist to move money around the globe are to 

some extent at risk.  

○ Only accurate and well linked financial intelligence can reveal the 

structure of terrorist groups and also the activities of individual 

terrorists.  

■  Financial intelligence from the private sector: It  has also given significant 

clues to foil terrorist acts. 



■  The UN Security Council: It has sought to increase efforts against terror 

financing through UN SC resolution 2462 of 2019.  

○ It is only through such efforts that this complex issue can be addressed.  

■  India’s hosting of the “No money for terror” conference: It should go a 

long way in focussing on the issue of state sponsored terror financing. 

■  Global consensus: There is global consensus on regulating the use of these 

emergent technologies by all responsible states, otherwise it will be hard to 

distinguish their use from those by designated terror entities, or state-

sponsored terrorism. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss the types of organized crimes. Describe the linkages between terrorists 

and organised crime that exist at the national and transnational levels.(UPSC 2022)                                                                                

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
               Forgotten in India after fighting from world trenches       

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, world war I, World War II 

etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I: Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements 

involving India or affecting India’s interests, Important international 

institutions etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  In Nov, 1918, the world war I ended in Europe, bringing an end to a brutal 

war that drew in soldiers and contributions from around the world. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

World war I: 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/forgotten-in-india-after-fighting-from-world-trenches/article66120966.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/forgotten-in-india-after-fighting-from-world-trenches/article66120966.ece/amp/


 
●  World War I (WW I): also known as the Great War, lasted from 28 July 1914 

to 11 November 1918. 

●  Allied and Central powers: WW I was fought between the Allied Powers and 

the Central Powers. 

●  The main members of the Allied Powers were: 

○ France, Russia, and Britain. 

○ The United States also fought on the side of the Allies after 1917. 

●  The main members of the Central Powers were: 

○ Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire, and Bulgaria. 

 

Causes: 

●  Expansion policy: The new international expansionist policy of Germany 

●  Mutual Defense Alliances: 

○ The Triple Alliance-1882 linking Germany with Austria-Hungary and 

Italy. 

○ The Triple Entente, which was made up of Britain, France, and Russia, 

concluded by 1907. 

●  Imperialism: The increasing competition and desire for greater empires led 

to an increase in the confrontation 

●  Militarism: Beginning of armed race pushed the countries involved into war. 



●  Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand: In June 1914, Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary was assassinated. 

●  Germany then declared war on Russia because Germany had an alliance 

with Austria-Hungary. 

●  Britain declared war on Germany because of its invasion of neutral 

Belgium 

○ Britain had agreements to protect both Belgium and France. 

 

World War II: 

●  It is also called the Second World War,  

●  It involved virtually every part of the world during the years 1939–45. 

●  The principal belligerents were: 

○ Axis powers—Germany, Italy, and Japan 

○ Allies—France, Great Britain, the United States, the Soviet Union, and, 

to a lesser extent, China 

Causes: 

●  The Treaty of Versailles: forced Germany to accept blame for the world war 

I 

●  The League of Nations and Diplomatic Idealism: It proved not only unable 

to respond to these security threats but uninterested in addressing them 

●  The Rise of Hitler 

●  Japanese Imperialism 

 

How India got involved in world war II: 

●  Viceroy Lord Linlithgow declared war on Germany on India’s behalf in 1939 

without consulting Indian leaders. 

 

India’s contribution: 

●  Almost 1.5(one point five)million men volunteered to fight in the Great 

War. 

●  Indians fought in Europe, West Asia and North Africa, earning 11 Victoria 

Crosses along the way 

●  WWII: India raised the largest ever volunteer army, of 2.5(two point 

five)million, for the Second World War. 

●  Thirty-one Victoria Crosses :15 % of the total, went to soldiers from 

undivided India. 

 



Recognition of Soldiers by British: 

●  Commonwealth: In Britain, the contribution of the Commonwealth including 

the Indian subcontinent is memorialized in the Commonwealth Memorial 

Gates that lead up to Buckingham Palace 

●  George and Victoria Crosses: canopy inscribed with the names of the 

Commonwealth recipients.  

 

 

Way Forward 

■  Marshal Auchinleck(Britain’s last Commander-in-Chief of the Indian 

Army): Without Indian soldiers, non-combatant labourers, material and 

money, the course of both conflicts would have been very different. 

■  These were not just European wars to defend foreign lands: India was 

threatened in the Second World War by advancing Japanese forces who got as 

far as Burma/Myanmar.  

○ They were repulsed in the battles of Imphal and Kohima between 

March and July 1944. 

■  These were India’s wars too: It is time to honor India’s immense 

contribution to the world wars and move it from a footnote in another 

country’s history to the main stage, where it belongs.  

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. To what extent can Germany be held responsible for causing the two World 

Wars? Discuss critically.(UPSC 2015) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                                             Asia after Ukraine  

 

Source: Indian Express  

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, decolonisation, ASEAN, 

NATO, etc. 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements 

involving India or affecting India’s interests.  

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/c-raja-mohan-writes-putins-ukraine-misadventure-will-undermine-moscows-asian-ambitions-8268123/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/c-raja-mohan-writes-putins-ukraine-misadventure-will-undermine-moscows-asian-ambitions-8268123/lite/


 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The Russian President is not joining the “season of summits” in Asia. 

○ The consequences of his aggression against Ukraine are bound to 

reshape Asian geopolitics 

 

         
 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

What is the Conflict? 

●  Contestation about post-Cold War central European territoriality and 

resurrecting a burnished Russian past is at the core of the Ukraine crisis. 

●  Ukraine’s bid for NATO membership and Russian interests in the Black Sea 

accompanied by the protests in the Ukraine are the major causes of the 

ongoing conflict. 

Present developments around Ukraine: 

●  Russia retreated from Kherson, which it recently proclaimed as an integral 

part of Russia. 



●  This withdrawal weakens Russia’s hand in any peace negotiations with 

Ukraine and the US 

 

The Ukraine war consequences for Asia: 

●  Russia’s misadventure: It will have an important bearing on the triangular 

dynamic between Russia, China and the US. 

○ Russia and China’s partnership with “no limits” and “no forbidden 

areas”. 

●  On the strategic front: realists in China will fear that a weakened Russia will 

turn the US strategy against China. 

○ The immediate compulsions on China will be to stabilize the 

relationship with the US. 

●  New power of the east: Many in Asia had bought into the Russian and 

Chinese propaganda about the “new power of the East” and the “pathetic 

dysfunction in the West”. 

○ This rhetoric of decline was reinforced by the chaotic withdrawal of the 

US forces from Afghanistan. 

●  Economic front: The US is doing well on the economic front while China’s 

growth is slowing down:  

●  Indo-Pacific strategy: The conventional wisdom that China would inevitably 

dominate Asia and the US will have no option but to retreat from the region 

seems to be a myth. 

○ The US's Indo-Pacific strategy is making steady progress. 

●  Threat that Russia might use nuclear weapons in Ukraine: 

○ Nuclear power might seize the territory of its neighbors and increase 

use of nuclear power to hold onto the illegal occupation. 

○ Japan’s reaction: It called for a doubling of defense spending in the 

next five years and to build a significant offensive missile arsenal. 

○ Other countries: strengthening their military capabilities and 

boosting their deterrence against the Chinese threat. 

●  Growing integration of European and Asian strategic theaters:  

○ The US National Security Strategy articulates that US allies and 

partners in Europe and Asia will help each other in dealing with the 

respective challenges of Russia and China. 

○ NATO summit in Madrid: It saw the participation of leaders from 

Australia, Japan, New Zealand, and South Korea. 



●  Diminish Russia on the Asian stage: Aligning with China has further 

marginalized the role of Russia in Asia. 

○ Previous stature: 

■  The ASEAN invited Russia to join the East Asia Summit. 

■  Japan’s late PM Shinzo Abe made a special effort to encourage 

Russia to play an independent role in Asian geopolitics. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  Neighborhood policy:China could certainly slow down the militarisation and 

the potential nuclearisation of its periphery by being nice to its neighbors.  

■  Changing European policies: They need to reduce the economic 

dependence on China and contribute to Asian security  

■  Russia as third force in Asia: In aligning with China, pursuing an impossible 

sphere of influence in Central Europe, and launching a costly but failed 

invasion of a brother nation in Europe, Russia has further marginalized 

Russia in Asia. 

■  A Balanced Approach: India-Russia ties have ensured that India has not 

been entirely left out of the conversation on Afghanistan, and in Central 

Asia, while also providing some leverage with the US. 

○ At the same time, the US, the EU, and UK are all vital partners, and 

India’s relations with each of them, and the Western world in general, 

go far beyond the sum of their parts. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. How will I2U2 (India, Israel, UAE and USA) grouping transform India's Position in 

global politics?(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                   Ukraine, right-wingers and the crisis of democracy    

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/ukraine-right-wingers-and-the-crisis-of-democracy/article66179244.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/ukraine-right-wingers-and-the-crisis-of-democracy/article66179244.ece/amp/


■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, decolonisation, ASEAN, 

NATO, right-wing etc. 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements 

involving India or affecting India’s interests.  

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Russian invasion of Ukraine and rise of right wing around globe particularly 

Sweden and Danish are assumed as disasters this year. 

 

        
 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

What is the Conflict? 

●  Contestation about post-Cold War central European territoriality and 

resurrecting a burnished Russian past is at the core of the Ukraine crisis. 

●  Ukraine’s bid for NATO membership and Russian interests in the Black Sea 

accompanied by the protests in the Ukraine are the major causes of the 

ongoing conflict. 



 

Present developments around Ukraine: 

●  Russia retreated from Kherson, which it recently proclaimed as an integral 

part of Russia. 

●  This withdrawal weakens Russia’s hand in any peace negotiations with 

Ukraine and the US 

 

Right Wing: 

                
●  Right-Wing politics is centered around beliefs that certain social orders and 

hierarchies are inevitable and natural, with this belief being supported by 

natural law or tradition. 

●  Conservative: Right-wing politics are more conservative. 

●  Right-wing politics is characterized by ideas of: 

○ Authority 

○ Hierarchy 

○ Tradition 

○ Nationalism. 

 

Recent development of right wing politics: 

●  Swedish social democrats: They followed Danish colleagues who won 

national elections by accepting the right-wing arguments on: 

○ Refugees and police batons 

○ Welfare for the “real Danes” 

 

How Leftist social democrats are countering rightists? 

●  Ethnic nationalism with radical economic and social policies. 

 

Why is it ineffective? 

●  Democratic decisions towards such policies have been undermined by 

global neoliberalism. 

 

Present issues: 



●  Russian aggression in Ukraine 

●  U.S.’s interventions 

●  Supporting the struggle for rights and democracy as in Turkey and Kurdistan 

 

How to address present problems? 

●  Russian imperialism must be contained and the countries nearby(including 

Sweden) which feel threatened, need to coordinate their defense. 

●  Basic problems need to be addressed, beyond NATO’s provocations and 

Putin’s tsarist dreams. 

 

Conservative national aggression worldwide: 

●  Identify politics: In favor of nativist and identity politics 

●  Freedom and rights: Against democratic freedoms and rights 

●  The rule of law 

●  Dissidents, ethnic, religious and sexual minorities, women, and immigrants, 

within and beyond national borders. 

 

Reason for rise of Rightwing: 

●  Reaction to the downsides of the third wave of rights and democracy in the 

context of neoliberal globalization. 

 

How did democracy rise? 

●  The third wave of democracy began among liberals and social democrats in 

the Iberian Peninsula and Latin America in the mid-1970s.  

●  It spread to Africa and Asia and was reinforced with the fall of the wall in 

Berlin and the Soviet Union. 

 

How liberal democracy was undermined? 

●  Advance of neoliberalism combined with the enduring imperial western 

interests 

●  Continued dominance and corruption of elites in the Global South 

●  Capacity of liberal democracy to offer ordinary people influence as well as 

justice and prosperity. 

●  Attempts to spread democracy by military means, as in Afghanistan, Iraq 

and Libya, have failed. 

 

The rise of right wing around the globe: 



●  Vladimir Putin fostered Russian nationalism, won elections and the support 

of the Church. 

●  Right wing in India 

●  Rodrigo Duterte and Ferdinand Marcos in the Philippines  

●  Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil 

●  Donald Trump in US and attack on Capitol hill 

●  Brexit and neo-nationalism in Europe. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  Invitation of Asian allies against Russia and China to the NATO meeting 

in Madrid: It epitomizes the rise of a new worldwide Cold War along with 

rearmament, nuclear threats, proxy wars and support for authoritarian allies 

at the expense of human rights, democracy, welfare, and the climate 

■  Non-aligned countries in the South may hopefully be able to initiate peace 

negotiations, do everything to combine the defense against Russia’s 

aggression by countering its root causes. 

■  The principles of liberal democracy: They can only be defended and 

deepened as part of a broad, social, democratically-oriented 

countermovement that combines support for pro-democrats 

■  Reforms for sustainable development that are based on productive and 

participatory welfare reforms 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. The USA is facing an existential threat in the form of China, that is much more 

challenging than the erstwhile Soviet Union.” Explain.(UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                         The ‘India pole’ in international politics 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, G20, SCO, UNSC, NAM etc 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-india-pole-in-international-politics/article66170757.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-india-pole-in-international-politics/article66170757.ece/amp/


■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements 

involving India or affecting India’s interests, Important international 

institutions agencies and fora etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The ongoing war in Ukraine and the confrontation between Russia (India’s 

traditional partner) and the United States and the West (also India’s 

partners) on the other have increased the frequency/regularity of the 

question: which side India stands? 

 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

India First Policy: 

●  With one-fifth of the world's population, India has the right to have its own 

side and to weigh its own interests. 

●  Realistic Diplomacy: India has a new voice in the global firmament, rooted 

in its domestic realities and civilizational ethos, as well as firm in the pursuit 

of its vital interests. 

●  Indian Foreign Minister remarks at Raisina Dialogue:  

○ It is better to engage with the world on the basis of “who we are" 

rather than try and please the world.  

○ India is confident about its identity and priorities, the world will 

engage with India on its terms. 

               
Moral Aspects of India’s Foreign Policy: 

●  Panchsheel (Five Virtues): 

○ Mutual respect for each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty 



○ Mutual non-aggression 

○ Mutual non-interference 

○ Equality and mutual benefit 

○ Peaceful co-existence 

●  Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (The World is One Family): It is based on the 

concept of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas. 

 

Reason for India not taking the sides: 

●  Pole: It views itself as a pole in the international system, and not as a satellite 

state or a camp follower. 

●  Interests: It views itself as a side whose interests are not accounted for by 

other camps or poles. 

 

Why does India consider itself as a pole in the international system? 

●  Character of the country’s long struggle for independence 

●  The pre and post-Independence articulations of leaders such as 

Jawaharlal Nehru, Gandhiji, and Bal Gangadhar Tilak among others on 

international politics 

●  Legatee(legacy)state: The primacy India inherited as the legatee state of the 

British empire in South Asia 

●  Civilisational: India’s larger than life civilisational sense of self 

●  Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) experiment: It contributed to India’s desire 

for a unique foreign policy identity and a voice in the comity of nations. 

 

Evidence of India as pole since beginning: 

●  NAM: pursuing non-alignment for several decades after Independence. 

 

India’s stand: 

●  South Asia: It has not actively sought to dominate the South Asian regional 

subsystem even when it could. 

●  Balancing behavior: Its balancing behavior has been subpar 

●  Alliances: India has refused to build alliances in the classical sense of the 

term. 

●  Occasional balancing behavior: for instance, the 1971 India-Soviet Treaty 

during the Bangladesh war was contingent on emergencies. 

 

Elements of India’s idea of being a pole: 



●  Strategic periphery: India believes that it has a strategic periphery in South 

Asia where it has a natural claim to primacy. 

●  Discourages interference by other powers in space. 

●  Stand with underprivileged: India often tends to speak for ‘underprivileged 

collectives’, physical (South Asia) or otherwise (NAM, developing nations, 

global south, etc. 

●  Rule of law: It welcomes the rule of law and regional order 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  NAM: India’s non-alignment is not neutrality, but the ability to take a position 

on a given issue on a case-by-case basis. 

■  South Asia: India’s historical focus on the region has been more of a provider 

of common goods than as a rule setter or/of demand of allegiance. 

■  India’s recent or past statements on issues of global importance: Ukraine 

or Iraq, NATO’s aerial campaign in Serbia, or bringing climate change to the 

United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 

○ Taking positions not just suit its interests but are also informed by its 

sense of being a unique player on the global stage. 

■  India is a pivotal power in the Indo-Pacific and beyond with an ability to 

help tackle security, climate and other challenges of global consequence. 

■  India will chair the G20 and the SCO in 2022: It will further seek to assert 

itself as a major pole in the international system, and dissuade demands to 

follow one camp or another. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. The long sustained image of India as a leader of the oppressed and marginalized 

nations has disappeared on account of its new found role in the emerging global 

order.’ Elaborate(UPSC 2019) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                                           Poverty, Uncensored  

 

Source: Indian Express  

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/poverty-decline-modi-government-8286210/lite/
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■  Prelims: Current events of national importance(Different social service 

Schemes, MPI) 

■  Mains GS Paper I & II: Social empowerment, development and management of 

social sectors/services related to Health, poverty and hunger etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  There is a claim that poverty decline accelerated under the present 

government across the full range of 10 deprivations used in the calculation of 

“multidimensional poverty” (MP). 

■  NITI Aayog(using sample survey data of NFHS 4) estimated the 

Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI).          

 
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI): 

●  The MPI seeks to measure poverty across its multiple dimensions and in 

effect complements existing poverty statistics based on per capita 

consumption expenditure. 

●  It has three equally weighted dimensions: 



○ Health 

○ Education 

○ Standard of living 

●  Indicators: These three dimensions are represented by 12 indicators such 

as: nutrition, school attendance, years of schooling, drinking water, sanitation, 

housing, bank accounts among others. 

●  Global Multidimensional Poverty Index: It is released by the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty & Human 

Development Initiative (OPHI). 

 

Basis used for poverty determination: 

●  Deprivation-specific “headcount ratios” (HCRs): the percentage of 

deprived persons in the population. 

○ The Head Count Ratio (HCR) is the percentage of a population that 

falls below the Poverty Line. 

●  The deprivations of interest are those commonly used in MPI 

calculations: health, education and household amenities 

●  2011-12 estimates based on the second India Human Development Survey 

(IHDS-2). 

●  Compare the annual rate of decline of deprivation-specific HCRs before 

and after 2011-12. 

 

What was the result? 

●  The rate of decline of HCRs: It was higher after 2011-12 even “eight times 

higher” on average. 

 

What are the issues associated with the claim? 

●  2005-06 figures from an outdated MP series: Comparison between 2005-

06 and “2011-12” is actually a comparison between two different sets of 

estimates for 2005-06 (indeed, the respective figures are very close to each 

other). 

○ The comparison between “2011-12” and 2019-21 is actually a 

comparison between 2005-06 and 2019-21. 

●  Figures projected as indicator-specific HCRs: They are not headcount 

ratios. They are “censored headcount ratios. 

●  India Human Development Survey (IHDS) data: It is not comparable with 

NFHS in any case. 



●  Censored HCR: Even if there is no improvement in nutrition, the censored 

HCR for nutrition deprivation would decline over time simply because 

multidimensional poverty is declining. 

 

Actual HCR data: 

       
●  The rate of HCR decline was not uniformly faster in the second period: It 

was faster for most household amenities, but slower for most other 

indicators. 

●  In MPI: The convention is to give equal weight (one third each) to health, 

education and amenities, and then equal weight to individual indicators 

within each domain. 

○ Based on the conventional MP weights: overall rate of decline of 

deprivation was the same in both periods. 

●  Multidimensional poverty” HCR: It declined faster in the second period. 

○ The fast decline of multidimensional poverty in the second period is 

largely driven by the rapid improvement of amenities. 

●  The rate of growth of per-capita consumption(according to national 

accounts figures): crashed in the second period (after the demonetisation 

self-goal). 

 

Government initiatives: 



 
 

 

Way Forward 

■  None of these MP-related indicators capture short-term purchasing 

power: amenity improvements in the second period are more a reflection of 

public policy and subsidies than rising incomes. 

■  The next NSSO consumer expenditure survey and third India Human 

Development Survey They will soon make figures more clear.  

■  Address deprivations across the entire population: In order to reduce the 

Intensity of Poverty we need to address deprivations across the entire 

population, that is there should be a universal approach instead of a targeted 

approach to addressing it. 

■  Programmatic interventions should be curated with ground-level 

realities: The survey data gives us only broad policy pointers whereas 

programmatic interventions should be curated with ground-level realities.  

○ Continuous engagement with survey data in terms of improving the 

sample design and response quality has to be sustained. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Can the vicious cycle of gender inequality, poverty and malnutrition be broken 

through microfinancing of women SHGs? Explain with examples.(UPSC 2021)                                                                                                                                                                      

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 



 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                                      Data Does Not Lie 

 

Source: Indian Express  

 

Directions: Continuation of previous article: Poverty Uncensored  

 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance(Different social service 

Schemes, MPI) 

■  Mains GS Paper I & II: Social empowerment, development and management of 

social sectors/services related to Health, poverty and hunger etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The authoritative DHS(Demographic and Health Surveys) household data 

for 2005-06, 2015-16, and 2019-21 establishes that the pace of decline in 

Indian poverty accelerated post 2014. 

■  NITI Aayog(using sample survey data of NFHS 4) estimated the 

Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI).           

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) 

●  They are nationally-representative household surveys that provide data for a 

wide range of monitoring and impact evaluation indicators in the areas of 

population, health, and nutrition. 

 

There are two types of DHS surveys: 

●  Standard DHS Surveys 

●  Interim DHS Surveys 

 

Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI): 

●  The MPI seeks to measure poverty across its multiple dimensions and in 

effect complements existing poverty statistics based on per capita 

consumption expenditure. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/data-does-not-lie-8294937/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/data-does-not-lie-8294937/lite/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/24/editorial-analysis-poverty-uncensored/


●  It has three equally weighted dimensions: 

○ Health 

○ Education 

○ Standard of living 

●  Indicators: These three dimensions are represented by 12 indicators such 

as: nutrition, school attendance, years of schooling, drinking water, sanitation, 

housing, bank accounts among others. 

●  Global Multidimensional Poverty Index: It is released by the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty & Human 

Development Initiative (OPHI). 

 

Poverty estimates provided by the Oxford Poverty and Human Development 

Initiative (OPHI):(compiles data primarily from Demographic and Health 

Surveys (DHS). 

●  Uncensored estimates for individual indicators: whether a household is 

deprived (poor) in a given indicator — for example, nutrition. 

●  Indicator-specific censored poverty estimate via a two-stage process:  

○ First stage: It estimates the population that is multidimensionally poor 

○ Second stage: It estimates the population that is poor in each indicator 

for the multi-dimensionally (MP) poor. 

 

What data says?(For DHS India survey, censored estimates were used): 

●  In 2005-06: The MP poor were 55.1(fifty five point one)percent 

○ Uncensored nutritionally poor were 57.3(fifty seven point 

three)percent. 

○ censored nutritionally poor: 44.3(forty four point three)percent 

●  Multidimensionally poor: close to 80 percent of the nutritionally deprived 

are also multidimensionally poor.  

●  Annual pace of improvement in the health, education and living 

standards indicators during 2005-15: 7.3(seven point three), 10 and 

9.6(nine point six)percent respectively.  

○ After 2014: 11, 8.4(eight point four) and 17.2(seventeen point 

two)percent annual gain in living standards. 

●  Inclusive growth:  

○ Before 2014(period I): It would show a greater improvement because 

the dominant component of poverty decline, growth in per capita 



consumption, was about 0.8(point eight)percentage point higher in 

period I (compared to 3 per cent in period II). 

●  The pace of MPI index decline was almost twice the pace in period II 

relative to period I. 

●  Performance index for poverty decline: 

○ The index is defined as the ratio of the rate of poverty decline in period 

II relative to period I. 

○ Nine out of 11 indicators: the pace of poverty decline was faster in 

the Modi period II. 

○ Performance index average for all indicators: Approximately a 60 

percent higher rate of decline in poverty. 

○ For the uncensored (Dreze’s preference): the average rate of 

improvement is only slightly lower at 1.55(one point five five) 

●  Regardless of censored or uncensored poverty measurement: the 

average pace of poverty reduction was considerably faster during 2015-21. 

○ For only four indicators is the rate of uncensored poverty decline lower 

in period II. 

●  Assets and school attendance: They are lower in period II for both 

uncensored and censored poverty. 

○ School attendance improvement is lower as one approaches 100 

percent enrolment . 

●  Multidimensional poverty HCR: It declined faster in the second period. 

○ Because a given percentage decline is easier to achieve from a lower 

base. 

○ MPI poverty: It moved from 27.7(twenty seven point seven)percent in 

2015-16 to 16.4(sixteen point four)percent in 2019-21 

 

Logic for preferring censored estimates: 

●  For some individual indicators such as assets: some households may be 

considered as deprived (poor) even as they are relatively better off in other 

areas such as nutrition, sanitation, etc.  

●  Censored data helps shift the focus onto those who have been 

(multidimensionally) identified as poor.  

●  A higher MPI suggests greater intensity of deprivation while a higher 

censored poverty rate is an important signal to policymakers to redirect 

policy focus. 

●  It allows the capture of interlinkages between several poverty indicators.  



○ For example: environmental enteropathy is known to have a key role 

in nutrition absorption in children. 

 

 

       
 

Way Forward 

■  Several policies: more importantly an efficient redistribution combined with 

direct fiscal resources targeted specifically to reduce deprivation across 

individual indicators after 2014. 

■  According to the sampling distribution reported in of the NFHS 2019-21 

report, for slightly more than half of the sample interviews ended between 

January and April 2021 

○ The claim that sample households in the 2019-21 NFHS survey were 

interviewed before the Covid crisis is not true. 

■  The next NSSO consumer expenditure survey and third India Human 

Development Survey They will soon make figures more clear.  

■  Address deprivations across the entire population: In order to reduce the 

Intensity of Poverty we need to address deprivations across the entire 

population, that is there should be a universal approach instead of a targeted 

approach to addressing it. 

■  Programmatic interventions should be curated with ground-level 

realities: The survey data gives us only broad policy pointers whereas 

programmatic interventions should be curated with ground-level realities.  



○ Continuous engagement with survey data in terms of improving the 

sample design and response quality has to be sustained. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Besides the welfare schemes, India needs deft management of inflation and 

unemployment to serve the poor and the underprivileged sections of the society. 

Discuss.(UPSC 2022)                                                                                                                                                                    

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                     Still a nightmare for domestic violence survivors 

 

Source: The Hindu 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance(Different social service 

Schemes, PWDVA 2005, NFHS etc 

■  Mains GS Paper I & II: Laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the 

protection and betterment of vulnerable sections of society etc 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  On International Day for Elimination of All Forms of Violence against 

Women (November 25), the brutal murder and mutilation of a young 

woman by her partner has drawn attention to intimate partner violence. 

○ It is recognised under the Protection of Women from Domestic 

Violence Act 2005 (PWDVA) as a kind of domestic violence. 

    

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Domestic violence: 

●  It is violence committed by someone in the victim's domestic circle.  

●  This includes partners and ex-partners, immediate family members, other 

relatives and family friends 

 

The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence, 2005: 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/still-a-nightmare-for-domestic-violence-survivors/article66196621.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/still-a-nightmare-for-domestic-violence-survivors/article66196621.ece/amp/


 

 
 

Status of domestic violence in India: 

●  National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-21): 32% of ever-married women 

aged 18-49 years have ever experienced emotional, physical, or sexual 

violence committed by their husband. 

●  Rural vs urban: More rural than urban women reporting experiences of 

domestic violence. 

●  Domestic violence: Almost a third of women are subject to domestic 

violence. 

●  National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-21): only 14% of women who 

have experienced domestic violence have sought help(much lower in the 

rural areas). 

●  NFHS-5: Women are more likely than men to justify a scenario in which it is 

acceptable for a husband to beat or hit his wife. 

 



Challenges associated with reporting of domestic violence:(on the basis of 

research in Maharashtra, West Bengal and Tamil Nadu): 

●  Hopeful: Women are hopeful that things will change. 

●  Burden: women did not want to be a ‘burden’ on others, in particular their 

families. 

●  Source of problem: Women believe that they would become ‘a problem’ or a 

source of ‘tension’ for their families, bringing them shame and dishonor 

●  Migrant women, trans people or those with several sisters, or ill, older 

or deceased parents: Perpetrator’s violence was their individual 

responsibility to manage 

 

From whom do most of the women seek help? 

●  First group of women mainly turned to their parents. 

●  In a minority of cases: Daughter’s welfare was prioritized over the well-

being of the family. 

●  Police and lawyers: Some Infrequently approach the police and lawyers. 

●  Actions of relatives or neighbors who witnessed the violence were often 

pivotal in transforming their situations. 

○ They were key ‘turning’ or ‘tipping’ points such as a survivor’s 

heightened concerns for their children’s safety 

 

Role of the police: 

●  Reporting to police: Women who reported experiences of violence to the 

police were cynical about the outcome. 

●  Majority believe: The police were part of the problem rather than a solution 

to violence. 

●  Police were more likely to send women back to violent households 

○  To reconcile with the perpetrator 

●  Use violence against perpetrators as a deterrent instead of filing an official 

complaint or connecting women to protection officers and other service 

providers. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  Despite the law existing on paper, women are still largely unable to access 

the law in practice. 



○ Its promise and provisions are unevenly implemented, unavailable and 

out of reach for most Indian women 

■  Access to legal justice through the courts was a material possibility only for 

women with independent wealth and connections or those supported by 

specialist non-governmental organizations. 

○ More awareness and assistance is a step forward direction. 

■  Several States are yet to implement Protection officers: where they are in 

post, they are under-resourced, under-skilled and overworked, making their 

remit impossible. 

○ Capacity building and training to service providers and law 

enforcement officers to handle cases of violence against women 

■  Legislature recognises that domestic violence is a crime, and civil 

remedies exist through protection orders, managing the fallout of domestic 

violence is still being subcontracted to survivors and the family. 

■  Financial Independence: Improving women’s access to paid employment. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Explore and evaluate the impact of work from home on family relationship.(UPSC 

2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

        Autonomy oils the wheels of higher education excellence 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance(Different social service 

Schemes, NEP, Qs ranking, THE ranking etc) 

■  Mains GS Paper I & II: Social empowerment, development and management of 

social sectors/services related to Education etc. 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The 2023 edition of the QS world university ranking reckons that three of 

India’s higher educational institutions amongst the top 200 of the world 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/autonomy-oils-the-wheels-of-higher-education-excellence/article66125597.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/autonomy-oils-the-wheels-of-higher-education-excellence/article66125597.ece/amp/


○ The Times Higher Education (THE) ranking and Academic Ranking 

of World Universities (ARWU) places only one Indian institution 

among the top 400 of the world.  

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

QS (Quacquarelli Symonds) ranking: 

●  It is the only international ranking to have received the approval of the 

International Ranking Expert Group (IREG). 

●  QS uses six indicators to compile the ranking:  

○ Academic reputation (AR) 

○ Employer reputation (ER) 

○ Citations per faculty (CPF) 

○ Faculty/student ratio 

○ International faculty ratio 

○ International student ratio. 

●  The IISc ranks 155th globally. 

 

Times Higher Education (THE) ranking: 

●  THE is a magazine reporting specifically on news and issues related to higher 

education. 

●  The IISc is placed in the 251-300 band.  

●  Boycott by IITs: THE ranking has been boycotted by most Indian Institutes of 

Technology (IITs) for the third consecutive year over transparency concerns. 

 

Parameters for ranking: 

●  Teaching (30%) 

●  Research (30%) 

●  Citations (30%) 

●  International outlook (7.5(seven point five)%) 

●  Industry outcome (2.5(two point five)%). 

In teaching and research, 15% weightage each is based on a “reputational survey” 

 

Issues with Indian universities: 

●  Funded through the University Grants Commission (UGC): universities 

are all subject to a very strict regulatory regime. 



   
●  Micro-managed by the regulatory authorities: faculty recruitment, student 

admission and the award of degrees 

●  Comfort with the practice: they rarely assert their autonomy 

●  Obedience: Central universities in the country are ranked on the basis of 

their ‘obedience’ to regulatory compliances. 

●  Research: Poor fund allocation in research, Low levels of PhD enrolment, 

fewer opportunities for interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary research. 

○ India’s investment in R&D has remained constant at around 0.6(zero 

point six)% to 0.7(zero point seven)% of India’s GDP. 

■  US (2.8), China (2.1), Israel (4.3) and Korea (4.2). 

 

Global practice: 

●  The European University Association (EUA): prescribes a ‘university 

autonomy tool’ that lets each member university compare its level of 

autonomy with other European higher education systems across all member 

countries. 

 

National Education Policy(NEP) about Higher education: 

●  Academic and administrative autonomy essential for making higher 

education multidisciplinary. 

●  Teacher and institutional autonomy are essential in promoting creativity 

and innovation. 

●  Faculty and institutional autonomy through a highly independent and 

empowered board of management(vested with academic and 

administrative autonomy). 

●  A light but tight regulatory framework insists that the new regulatory 

regime would foster a culture of empowerment. 

 

Recent Initiatives taken by the Government: 



 
 

Constitutional Provisions related to education: 

●  The 42nd Amendment to the Constitution in 1976 moved education 

from the State to the Concurrent List. 

●  Article 21A: It provides free and compulsory education of all children in 

the age group of six to fourteen years as a fundamental Right. 

●  Article 39(f): It provides that children are given opportunities and facilities 

to develop in a healthy manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity 

●  Article 45: The State shall endeavor to provide, within a period of ten years 

from the commencement of this Constitution, for free and compulsory 

education for all children until they complete the age of fourteen years. 

●  ARTICLE 46: The State shall promote with special care the educational and 

economic interests of the weaker sections of the people. 

 

Way Forward 

■  The new education policy. It seeks to completely overhaul the higher 

education system and repeatedly emphasizes the need for institutional 

autonomy. 

■  Selective execution of the policy based on a convenient interpretation of 

the text is what is pushing higher education in the opposite direction. 



■  Micromanagement of student admission, faculty recruitment, course 

contents, programme delivery and administration will take higher education 

farther away from excellence. 

■  Creating ‘world-class universities’: 20 universities – 10 each from the 

public and private sector – are being selected as ‘Institutions of Eminence’, to 

help them attain world-class standards of teaching and research. 

■  Increased focus on vocational and profession led education: Include 

vocational subjects in mainstream universities to allow for greater acceptance 

and utility for vocational learning. 

■  Accreditation Framework: All higher education institutions must be 

accredited compulsorily & regularly, by agencies, empanelled through a 

transparent, high-quality process. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. National Education Policy 2020 is in line with the Sustainable Development 

Goals-4 (2030). It intended to restructure and re-orient the education system in 

India. Critically examine the statement(UPSC 2020) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                                   Where no child is left behind 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance(Different social service 

Schemes, NEP, HDI, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan etc) 

■  Mains GS Paper I & II: Social empowerment, development and management of 

social sectors/services related to Education etc. 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  India ranks 132 out of 191 countries in the 2021 UNDP’s Human 

Development Index, which is a measure of a nation’s health, average 

income, and education. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/where-no-child-is-left-behind/article66135819.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/where-no-child-is-left-behind/article66135819.ece/amp/


Context 

  National Education Policy (NEP) of 2020:        

●  National Mission on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy: It will be set 

up on priority for: 

○ Attaining universal foundational literacy and numeracy in all primary 

schools 

○ Identifying state-wise targets and goals to be achieved by 2025 

○ Closely tracking and monitoring progress of the same 

     

      
Human Development Index: 

●  HDI emphasizes that people and their capabilities should be the ultimate 

criteria for assessing the development of a country, not economic growth 

alone. 

●  Three Basic Dimensions of Human Development:  

○ A long and healthy life 

○ Access to knowledge 

○ A decent standard of living. 

 

 

What Steps have been taken so far?  



●  World Declaration on Education(1990):  At the Jomtien Conference, 

efforts were made to bring all children to school. 

●  Shiksha Karmi Project(Rajasthan): Started in schools to tackle teacher 

absenteeism in remote villages. 

○ The premise was to focus on the basics of teaching through practice. 

●  The Bihar Education Project(1990’s): It developed a 10-day residential 

in-service training for teachers, called the Ujala module. 

○ Challenge: communities viewed understaffed and dilapidated schools 

only as election booths. 

●  The Lok Jumbish, or Peoples Movement for Education for All(Rajasthan 

1992): It demonstrated successes, especially in tribal districts. 

○ It provided a thrust to innovations and emphasized on civil society 

partnership. 

●  Unni Krishnan v. State Of Andhra Pradesh(1993): SC said, right to 

education for children up to age 14 is central and fundamental. 

○ The District Primary Education Programme was started in 1994, to 

universalise and transform the quality of primary education. 

●  Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan(2001): It aimed at the universalisation of 

elementary education. 

 

Related Government initiatives for education: 

●  NISHTHA 2.0 

●  National Education Technology Forum (NETF) 

●  National Digital Education Architecture (NDEAR) 

●  Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA) 

●  Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds (SWAYAM) 

●  National Programme on Technology Enhanced Learning. 

●  Rashtriya Ucchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA). 

●  Prime Minister's Research Fellowship (PMRF). 

●  Scheme for Promotion of Academic and Research Collaboration (SPARC). 

●  Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. 

●  NEAT. 

●  PRAGYATA. 

●  Mid Day Meal Scheme. 

●  Right To Education (RTE) Act, 2009. 

●  Beti Bachao Beti Padhao. 

 



What steps need to be taken? 

●  Governance: The Central, State and local governments need to transform 

governance to ensure that everyone delivers their best.  

●  Accountability: Ensure direct funds to schools, no teacher vacancies, fewer 

non-teaching tasks, and a vibrant community and panchayat connect for 

accountability. 

●  Panchayats and community collectives with very high social capital, such as 

women self-help groups, can help ensure that local households own the 

initiative. 

●  Empowerment: 

○  Panchayats can leverage resources.  

○ Communities can both enable and discipline teachers if funds, 

functions and functionaries are their responsibility. 

●  The Panchayati Raj, Rural and Urban Development Ministries can work 

on community connect and make learning outcomes a responsibility of local 

governments. 

●  Sampark Foundation initiative: It uses technology for teacher development.  

○ It uses audio battery-operated sound boxes and innovative teaching 

learning materials.  

○ It has also launched a TV, which helps teachers use lesson plans, 

content videos, activity videos 

○ worksheets to make classes more interactive and joyful. 

 

Constitutional Provisions related to education: 

●  The 42nd Amendment to the Constitution in 1976 moved education 

from the State to the Concurrent List. 

●  Article 21A: It provides free and compulsory education of all children in 

the age group of six to fourteen years as a fundamental Right. 

●  Article 39(f): It provides that children are given opportunities and facilities 

to develop in a healthy manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity 

●  Article 45: The State shall endeavor to provide, within a period of ten years 

from the commencement of this Constitution, for free and compulsory 

education for all children until they complete the age of fourteen years. 

●  ARTICLE 46: The State shall promote with special care the educational and 

economic interests of the weaker sections of the people. 

 



 

Way Forward 

■  Systematic way of recruiting: We have still not figured out a systematic way 

of recruiting good teachers and establishing teacher development 

institutions.  

○ The recruitment of teachers, educators and administrators has to 

become a priority. 

■  NEP: Providing decentralized funds to schools with the community 

overseeing such funds is the best starting point towards achieving the NEP 

objective. 

■  Holistic efforts: Everyone from the Panchayat level to the Prime Minister 

must ensure that all children are in school and are learning by 2025. 

■  Foundational literacy and numeracy are necessary to prepare a generation 

of learners who will secure for India high rates of economic progress and 

human well-being. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 remains 

inadequate in promoting incentive-based systems for children's education without 

generating awareness about the importance of schooling. Analyse.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                                   Where there is no Inequality  
 

Source: Indian Express  

 

■  Prelims: SC/ST, OBC,  

■  Mains GS Paper I & II: Social empowerment, development and management of 

social sectors/services related to Education and  

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  When India celebrates one hundred years since Independence, by then, it 

should become more egalitarian and more open-minded. 

 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/where-there-is-no-inequality-shailaja-chandra-8283836/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/where-there-is-no-inequality-shailaja-chandra-8283836/lite/


Context 

Egalitarianism: 

●  It is a philosophical perspective that emphasizes equality and equal treatment 

across gender, religion, economic status, and political beliefs.  

●  Egalitarianism may focus on income inequality and distribution, which 

are ideas that influenced the development of various economic and political 

systems.  

●  Under law: Egalitarianism also looks at how individuals are treated under 

the law. 

 

By 100th independence how India should be? 

●  Free of caste: where being a Brahmin, a Kshatriya, a Bania, an OBC, a Dalit or 

a tribal does not matter.  

●  Accountability: Those responsible for governing and protecting citizens are 

made much more accountable, not so much by the law and the courts, as 

much as by citizens.  

●  Governance: Voters being able to distinguish between good governance and 

pretense.  

●  Bridge the class divide in a country where paymasters and workers, no 

matter how skilled or how loyal, are underpaid, kept at arm’s length, and 

notoriously underpaid. 

 

Vision for India by 100 years of independence: 

●  Secure freedom from casteism 

●  Breakdown of the walls that separate community and caste.  

●  Young Indians participate in a thinking way in the way elections are fought 

and votes cast. 

●  Citizens must gather voices to question, debate, discuss and kick out those 

who only sit as cheerleaders for their political party. 

●  Classless society which exists in India but which we have never taken note 

of. 

 

SC/ST’s status: 

●  SC: They have over 1,000 castes identified. 

●  ST: Over 740 tribes, who have distinct cultures and live in geographical 

isolation, are similarly protected.  

●  They constitute around 22 percent of the population. 



 

Issues: 

●  Political voice and reservation in government services: the efforts have 

been effective only in small proportions. 

●  Those who are better placed, through access to education or their own 

initiative, continue to benefit. 

●  Affirmative action has not addressed the root causes of the continuing 

predicament of these groups. 

 

Way Forward 

■  Let more inter-caste marriages bloom and let the diversity of cultures 

create a band of young Indians who do not need to go to caste-based sites to 

select a partner. 

■  Identify deprivation not just by the caste name being included in the state 

lists by nativity, but by identifying families among these very groups. 

○ where not even one woman in the family has studied beyond Class 8 or 

is a wage earner in the labor force. 

■  Census: We need to have a census of women among the Scheduled Castes and 

Tribes and work towards educating and equipping them with one test of 

success. 

■  With fertility declining, the goalposts should be changed because India is 

the only country where women’s labour force participation seems to be 

declining. 

■  Political participation of youth: Media to be assertive, not just choosing 

their targets.  

○ In the UK, ministers are forced to resign over unethical conduct or 

immoral behavior. 

■  By the time, the Indian Republic is 100: citizens must gather voices to 

question, debate, discuss and kick out those who only sit as cheerleaders for 

their political party. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss the role of the National Commission for Backward Classes in the wake of 

its transformation from a statutory body to a constitutional body.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 



 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                           Fixing India’s malnutrition problem 
 

Source: The Hindu 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance(Different social service 

Schemes,NFHS-5, POSHAN, ICDS, Mid-day meal scheme etc) 

■  Mains GS Paper I & II: Social empowerment, development and management of 

social sectors/services related to Health. 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The Global Hunger Index (GHI) 2022  ranked India 107 out of 121 

countries. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Global Hunger Index(GHI): 

●  It is published annually as part of a partnership between Concern 

Worldwide and Welthungerhilfe. 

●  The first GHI report was published in 2006. 

●  The GHI is intended to be “a tool designed to comprehensively measure and 

track hunger at global, regional, and national levels”. 

 

Indicators and dimensions: 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/fixing-indias-malnutrition-problem/article66175213.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/fixing-indias-malnutrition-problem/article66175213.ece/amp/


 
 

Importance of GHI: 

●  Particularly among children: It looks at stunting, wasting and mortality 

among children, and at calorific deficiency across the population. 

 

Why is the report not a conspiracy but truth? 

●  National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5)-2019-21 report(children below 

the age of five years):  

○ 35.5(thirty five point five)% were stunted 

○ 19.3(nineteen point three)% showed wasting 

○ 32.1(thirty two point one)% were underweight. 

 

Issues with the government schemes: 

●  Saksham Anganwadi: 

○ It seeks to work with adolescent girls, pregnant women, nursing 

mothers and children below three. 

○ Budget for this scheme for FY 2022-23 is less than 1%(more than 

the actual spend in FY 2020-21)— an increase of less than 1% over 

two years. 

●  PM POSHAN(previously Mid-Day Meal scheme) 

○ The budget for FY 2022-23 was 21% lower than the expenditure in FY 

2020-21. 

 



Accountability Initiative budget brief report for PM POSHAN: 

●  Per capita costs of the Supplementary Nutrition Programme (one of the 

largest components of this scheme): It has not increased since 2017 and 

remains grossly underfunded. 

●  Child Development Project Officer (CDPO) posts: 50% CDPO posts were 

vacant in Jharkhand, Assam, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan 

○ It points to severe manpower constraints. 

●  Social audits: meant to allow for community oversight of the quality of 

services provided in schools are not carried out routinely. 

 

How is Cash transfers helpful? 

●  Cash transfers seem to be a favored solution for several social sector 

interventions which includes the health and nutrition sectors. 

○ Example: use of JAM trinity (Jan Dhan bank accounts, Aadhaar, Mobile). 

●  Targeting the right beneficiaries: i.e pregnant women and families with 

children under the age of five is possible.  

●  Expanding choice at the household level: they make decisions on what to 

put on their plates. 

●  Cash transfers: It can also be used to incentivise behavioral change in terms 

of seeking greater institutional support. 

 

Issues with the cash transfers: 

●  Evidence shows cash transfers improve household food security: but not 

necessarily translate into improved child nutrition outcomes. 

●  The effect of cash transfers is limited: where food prices are volatile and 

inflation depletes the value of cash. 

●  son preference: It can influence household-level decisions when responding 

to the nutrition needs of sons and daughters. 

●  Study of the Mamata scheme in Odisha: It targets pregnant and lactating 

women. 

○ It showed that there were persistent socio-economic discrepancies in 

the receipt of cash transfers. 

PM POSHAN: 



          
 

Way Forward 

■  Utilization of funds: Not only are key nutrition schemes underfunded, but it 

is also the case that the funds available are not being spent effectively.  

○ Fixing these schemes is the obvious answer to addressing India’s multi-

dimensional nutrition challenge. 

■  Economic conditions: Malnutrition persists due to depressed economic 

conditions in large parts of the country, the poor state of agriculture in India, 

persistent levels of unsafe sanitation practices, etc. 

○ Economic conditions need to be improved along with modern 

agricultural practices. 

■  Food rations through PDS and special supplements for the target group of 

pregnant and lactating mothers, and infants and young children, are essential. 

■  Getting schemes right: It requires greater involvement of local government 

and local community groups in the design and delivery of tailored nutrition 

interventions. 

■  A comprehensive programme targeting adolescent girls is required if the 

intergenerational nature of malnutrition is to be tackled. 

■   Child nutrition: The need of the hour is to make addressing child 

malnutrition the top priority of the government machinery, and all year 

around 



 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Reforming the government delivery system through the Direct Benefit Transfer 

Scheme is a progressive step, but it has its limitations too. Comment.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                          Quest for transparency in FTA negotiations 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance(FTA, tariff etc) 

■  Mains GS Paper II & III: Bilateral, regional and global grouping involving India 

and affecting India’s interests etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  India is negotiating FTAs with countries such as the European Union, 

Canada, the U.K., and Israel. 

○ Free trade agreements (FTAs) are important to achieve the export 

target of $2 trillion by 2030. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

What is an FTA? 

●  FTA is a pact between two or more nations to reduce barriers to imports and 

exports among them. 

●  Under a free trade policy: Goods and services can be bought and sold across 

international borders with little or no government tariffs, quotas, subsidies, 

or prohibitions to inhibit their exchange. 

●  Protectionism: The concept of free trade is the opposite of trade 

protectionism or economic isolationism. 

●  FTAs can be categorized as: 

○ Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) 

○ Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/quest-for-transparency-in-fta-negotiations/article66144419.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/quest-for-transparency-in-fta-negotiations/article66144419.ece/amp/


○ Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) 

        
 

What does FTA cover? 

●  Tariff reduction impacting the entire manufacturing and the agricultural 

sector 

●  Rules on services trade 

●  Digital issues such as data localisation 

●  Intellectual property rights that may have an impact on the accessibility of 

drugs 

●   Investment promotion, facilitation, and protection. 

 

FTA negotiations in India: 

●  India negotiates most FTAs behind closed doors with very little information 

about the objectives and processes followed and negligible scrutiny. 

FTA negotiations in UK: 

●  Department of International Trade (DFIT), U.K:  

○ It publishes a policy paper laying down the strategic objectives behind 

negotiating an FTA 

○ why it is important for the U.K. to have an FTA with a particular 

country. 

○ In India: No such document is produced publicly that makes a case for 

signing an FTA and assessing its impact on the environment and 

society at large. 

●  The policy paper that the DFIT publishes:  



○ It contains the inputs and responses received by various stakeholders 

such as businesses, non-governmental organizations, and others.  

○ The policy paper also explains the government view on specific 

suggestions 

●  International Agreements Committee (IAC) of the British Parliament: It 

identifies the strategic objectives of the government for signing an FTA along 

with scrutinisation.  

○ In India: there is no mechanism for such parliamentary scrutiny of the 

executive’s actions during the FTA negotiations. 

○ Parliamentary Standing Committee on Commerce (PSCC): It rarely 

scrutinizes the Indian government’s objectives behind negotiating and 

signing an FTA. 

●  UK’s Constitutional Reform and Governance Act, 2010: 

○ The executive has to lay down a treaty before the British Parliament for 

21 sitting days with an explanatory memorandum before ratifying it. 

○ In India: there is no mechanism for any role of Parliament in the 

ratification of treaties including FTAs. 

 

Way Forward 

■  Law for treaties: India should take precedence from UK's laws and develop a 

law on entering treaties including FTAs. 

■  Executive should make a clear economic case outlining its strategic 

objectives publicly for entering into negotiations for a treaty such as an FTA.  

■  The executive should be under an obligation to consult all stakeholders, 

respond to their concerns and make this information publicly available. 

■  Indian Parliament should constitute a committee on the lines of the 

U.K.’s IAC: It will scrutinize the strategic objectives behind entering into an 

FTA.  

■  The executive should place the FTA on the floor of Parliament for a 

certain duration, allowing Parliament to debate it, before ratifying it.  

■  Accountability of executive: Executive’s constitutional prerogative of 

entering into an FTA or international treaties, in general, is indisputable, this 

power should be exercised in a manner that makes the executive answerable. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. What are the key areas of reform if the WTO has to survive in the present context 

of ‘Trade War’, especially keeping in mind the interest of India?(UPSC 2018) 



(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                     Weighing in on PMGKAY, the free grains scheme 

 

Source: The Hindu, The Hindu  

 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance(PMGKAY, National Food 

Security Act (NFSA) etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II & III: Welfare Schemes for Vulnerable Sections of the 

Population by center and states and performance of these schemes etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Government has extended Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana 

(PMGKAY), a scheme to distribute free foodgrains to the poor, for another 

three months, 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana(PMGKY): 

 
●  PMGKAY was part of the Centre’s initial COVID-19 relief package. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/weighing-in-on-pmgkay-the-free-grains-scheme/article66149854.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/weighing-in-on-pmgkay-the-free-grains-scheme/article66149854.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-is-pmgkay-still-needed/article37431517.ece


●  Its nodal Ministry is the Ministry of Finance. 

●  Beneficiaries under National Food Security Act:  

○ It provides for 5 kg of rice or wheat per person per month to be 

distributed free of cost 

○ This is over and above the 5 kg already provided to ration card holders 

at a subsidized rate 

○ i.e.35 kg per month per family for AAY(Antyodaya Anna Yojana) 

and 5 kg per month per person for Priority Households(PHH). 

○ The 80 crore cap on NFSA beneficiaries and state ration card quotas 

are based on 2011 census data. 

●  Initially:One kg of pulses was also provided under the scheme, which was 

later restricted to chana dal only, and then discontinued in later phases. 

 

Were all poor people covered under the scheme? 

●  Ration card: The scheme only provided grain for those families who held 

ration cards 

●  In May and June 2020, the Centre allocated foodgrains to be distributed by 

States under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat scheme for stranded migrants and 

others without ration cards. 

●  DBT: The PMGKAY covers even Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) beneficiaries. 

 

Issues faced with continuing the schemes: 

●  Expenditure Department at the Centre: They  did not favor it, citing a funds 

crunch. 

●  Russia-Ukraine conflict: Adverse impact on the world’s food and energy 

sectors. 

 

Arguments for continuation of scheme: 

●  Pandemic still exists 

●  Unemployment remains at record levels 

●  Hunger: There is widespread hunger among vulnerable communities. 

 

Way Forward 

■  Study of scheme: The central authorities should commission a study and 

make its findings public. Just as it did in the initial months of the pandemic. 



○ It should be the basis for updating the database of foodgrain-drawing 

card holders, scrutinizing the data critically and zeroing in on the 

needy. 

■  Need to go beyond the mandate of the NFSA: as is being done under the 

PMGKAY, the government can supply the foodgrains at a reasonable price. 

■  Ration on regular basis: Centre should consider providing 1 kg pulses free 

to States on a regular basis, or at least at highly subsidized rates. 

■  Rules on quota: To keep the budgetary allocation under control, rules on 

quota for rice or wheat can be changed suitably. 

■  Diversion from PDS: central and State authorities need to ponder over the 

scheme’s continuance, given the chronic problem of diversion from the 

Public Distribution System (PDS). 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Besides the welfare schemes, India needs deft management of inflation and 

unemployment to serve the poor and the underprivileged sections of the society. 

Discuss.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

                                 EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                     Charting the economic journey ahead 

 

Source: The Hindu, Indian Express  

 

■  Prelims: Indian Economy(GDP, BOP, GVA, Economic reforms etc 

■  Mains GS Paper III: Indian economy and issues related to planning, 

mobilization of resources, Effect of liberalization on the economy etc  

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  By 2047, India will complete 100 years after Independence. By that time 

○ If India will achieve the status of a developed economy, it means 

achieving a minimum per capita income equivalent to $13,000. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Background of Indian Economy: 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/charting-the-economic-journey-ahead/article66161307.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/charting-the-economic-journey-ahead/article66161307.ece/amp/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-economics/indian-economy-bullish-challenges-explained-8280038/lite/


 

After Independence India’s strategy of development comprised four elements: 

●  Raising the savings and investment rate 

●  Dominance of state intervention 

●  Import substitution 

●  Domestic manufacture of capital goods 

 

Reason for Economic reforms of 1990-91: 

●  Economic crisis of 1990-91. 

●  Model India had chosen was not delivering. 

 

What directions were chosen for reforms? 

●  Dismantling the complex regime of licenses and permits 

●   Redefining the role of state 

●  Giving up the inward looking trade policy. 

 

How did the Indian economy perform before the economic reforms of 1991? 

●  Per capita income growth rate was extremely modest at 1.4(one point 

four)%. 

●  Health and social parameters: literacy rate and life expectancy, there were 

noticeable improvements. 

●  Rely on the heavy imports of foodgrains on a concessional basis. 

○ Breakthrough in agriculture after the Green Revolution. 

●  Industrial base widened: India was capable of producing a wide variety of 

goods including steel and machinery. 

●  Growth: The Indian economy grew  at 5.6(five point six)% in the 1980s. 

●  Sharp deterioration in the fiscal and current account deficits 

●  Economic crisis: the economy faced its worst crisis in 1991-92. 

 

Growth after economic reforms: 

●  GDP at factor cost: The best performance was between 2005-06 and 2010-

11 when GDP grew by 8.8(eight point eight)%. 

●  Investment rate: investment rate reached a peak of 39.1(thirty nine point 

one)%(2007-08) 

●  Savings rate: increase in the savings rate. 

●  Current account deficit in the Balance of Payments (BOP) remained low at 

an average of 1.9(one point nine)% 



●  Growth rate: The growth rate touched the 3.7(three point seven)% level 

in 2019-20. 

 

Problems faced since 2011-12: 

●  Twin-balance sheet problem: Indian banks being burdened with a rising 

mountain of Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) 

●  Indian companies being over-leveraged on the other. 

●  In 2020(before pandemic): India’s economic growth rate had decelerated to 

less than 4%. 

○ Unemployment: It was at a 45-year high. 

●  Nomura Research: It expects India to grow at just 4.7(four point seven)% 

in 2023. 

 

Morgan Stanley (MS) report: 

●  Four global trends of Demographics, Digitalization, Decarbonization and 

Deglobalization: They imply that India is set to become the third-largest 

economy within the coming decade. 

●  India’s GDP: It  is likely to surpass $7.5(seven point five) trillion by 2031. 

●  Per-capita income: It is expected to rise from $2,278 now to $5,242 in 

2031. 

 

What will trigger this rise? 

●  Off-shoring: The pandemic enhanced India’s attractiveness as the office to 

the world. 

○ The emergence of distributed delivery models, along with tighter labor 

markets globally, has accelerated outsourcing to India. 

●  Digital differentiation: India is pursuing a distinct model for the 

digitalization of its economy, supported by a public utility called IndiaStack”. 

●  Energy transition: The difference for India is that both its energy 

consumption and energy sources are changing simultaneously in a 

disruptive fashion. 

○ India’s energy needs are still growing, and therefore legacy capacity 

using fossil fuels will not be destroyed as it transitions to a higher 

share of renewables. 

 

What are the risks involved? 

●  Global recession: Prolonged global recession or sluggish growth 



●  Adverse geopolitical developments 

●  Domestic politics and policy errors 

●  Shortages of skilled labor 

●  Steep rises in energy and commodity prices 

 

Present Economic status of India: 

●  Fifth largest economy: India today is the fifth largest economy 

●  Per capita income: In 2020, India’s rank was 142 out of 197 countries. 

 

How will India achieve the status of a developed nation? 

●  Growth rate: If India achieves a 7% rate of growth continuously over the 

next two decades and more. 

●  Gross Fixed Capital Formation rate: India needs to raise the Gross Fixed 

Capital Formation rate from the current level of 28% of GDP to 33% of GDP. 

●  Incremental capital output ratio: maintain the incremental capital output 

ratio at 4. 

 

UN Definition of Developed country: 

●  It classifies countries into low, lower-middle, upper-middle, and high-

income countries. 

●  This classification is based on an individual country’s gross national income 

(GNI) per capita. 

●  Low –Income Economy: GNI per capita of up to $1,085 

●  Lower Middle-income: GNI per capita up to $4,255 

●  Upper-Middle-income: GNI per capita $13,205 

●  High-Income economy: GNI per capita above $13,205 

 

Way Forward 

■  Investment: A proper investment climate must be created and sustained.  

○ Public investment should also rise, the major component of investment 

is private investment(both corporate and non-corporate). 

■  New technologies: India needs to absorb the new technologies that have 

emerged, and that will emerge.  

■  Development strategy must be multidimensional; India needs: 

○ strong export sector. 

○ strong manufacturing sector 

■  Social safety: India must also strengthen the system of social safety nets.  



○ Growth without equity is not sustainable. 

■  OECD reports: A decline in growth in developed countries.  

○ Some adjustment on the composition of growth may become 

necessary.  

■  UN’s demographic data and IMF economic data: China and India will 

become the world’s top two economies with 27.0 percent and 16.2(sixteen 

point two)percent respectively of 2100 world GDP, respectively 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Do you agree that the Indian economy has recently experienced recovery ? Give 

reasons in support of your answer.(UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                                    The Climate Change Generation  

 

Source: Indian Express, Indian Express 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, COP, IPCC, G20 etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements 

involving India or affecting India’s interests, Important international 

institutions etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  At COP27, India released its Long-Term Low Emissions and Development 

Strategies (LT-LEDS). 

○ Education can be used as a tool of innovation for the climate change 

generation. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/climate-change-cop27-summit-education-green-economy-8297058/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-climate/cop27-climate-change-funds-taxes-8297177/


         
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

COP:(held annually) 

●  It stands for the annual ‘Conference of the Parties’ to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Kyoto 

Protocol(1997) or the Paris Agreement.  

●  Meetings review the progress made by countries in the fight against climate 

change and in the implementation of decisions taken in earlier COPs. 

●  The first COP meeting was held in Berlin, Germany, 1995. 

 

What Long-Term Low Emissions and Development Strategies (LT-LEDS) by 

India depict? 

●  Priorities for carbon-intensive sectors like electricity and industry and 

transport 

●  Emphasizes the role of a Lifestyle for Environment (LiFE) as a mass 

movement towards sustainable consumption and production.  

●  From behavioral shifts of individuals to the re-shaping of markets,  

 

Role of education: 

●  Education has a vital role in the LiFE movement.  

●  Reduction of gases: It can make a significant dent in reducing planet-

warming gasses 

●  Demand-side actions have the potential to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 

40-70 percent in 2050(according to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC). 



 

Issues faced by education sector and children: 

●  School closures during the pandemic have led to a learning deficit that’s 

getting reflected in reduced test scores.  

○ Impact: 

■  One year of school closures could reduce GDP levels(OECD) 

■  It can hinder economic mobility for a generation of Indians 

■  Alter the arithmetic for public finance. 

●  Climate impacts are disrupting children’s learning and well-being 

globally:  

○ Extreme heat reduces students’ learning levels and causes 

physiological harm. 

○ Schools are temporarily shut down 

○ children’s health is affected due to persistently poor air quality in 

cities like Delhi. 

○ Permanently displacing families, often leading to children (and 

disproportionately girls) dropping out of schools and being trafficked 

etc  

●  Lived experiences of climate-induced disasters and anxiety about the 

future:  

○ They are causing despair and dread among young people. 

○ Digital platforms and news cycles: They don’t linger long enough to 

build a widespread understanding of breakthroughs like the significant 

reductions in the costs of renewable energy. 

 

What steps need to be taken? 

●  The education system ought to be leveraged to both avert crises and shape 

opportunities.  

●  At a national level: A strong enabling framework for a climate-resilient 

education system could cover matters from curricula to nutrition to school 

building codes in a climate-changed world.  

●  India should create a framework: through a consultative exercise with 

educators, students, experts from the humanities and sciences, and relevant 

ministries and departments. 

●  Design and implementation in states and districts should be shaped by 

existing local needs and anticipated climate risks.  



●  Infrastructure investments so school buildings can double up as emergency 

shelters in cyclone-prone areas.  

●  Children should be able to access clean water and nutritious food. 

●  Students’ mental health needs should be served through an empathic 

expansion and an emphasis on social and emotional learning. 

●  Curricula can be infused with scientific and technical know-how alongside 

indigenous and local knowledge.  

○ Efforts like: 

■   Range from the buffer zone of Kanha National Park where Baiga 

and Gond students are learning about the potential of 

integrating biodiversity conservation with regenerative 

agriculture. 

■  By-lanes of Bengaluru where youth are taking civic and climate 

actions from waste management to lake restorations to make 

their city more liveable. 

 

Climate Financing: 

●  COP27 meeting in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt: countries agreed that a 

complete transformation of the international financial system was needed to 

significantly scale up resources for climate action. 

 

Sharm el-Sheikh agreement: 

●  It includes an estimate of the scale of money required.  

●  Global transition to a low-carbon economy: It will require about US$ 4-6 

trillion every year till 2050. 

●  Renewable energy: About US$ 4 trillion would need to be invested annually 

in the renewable energy sector till 2030 if the net-zero emissions targets 

were to be achieved.  

●  Requirement of the developing countries: For implementing their climate 

action plans is about US$ 6 trillion between now and 2030. 

 

Problems associated with climate finance: 

●  Availability 

●  Access 

●  Current rules and regulations of the global financial system 

 

How to increase climate finance? 



●  Developed countries to increase their contributions.  

○ It will be a marginal increase in the overall pie.  

●  Private sector: The more significant finance would come from businesses 

and corporations investing money into green projects. 

 

Where will the new money come from? 

●  Bulk of the additional financial resources to fight climate change would 

come from the pockets of the common citizen.  

●  Different types of carbon taxes, even at the consumer level 

●  Newer forms of carbon tax: to be imposed on businesses as well. 

 

Where should it be used? 

●  Clean technologies: It has to be utilized mainly for investing in clean 

technologies. 

○ Example: Clean Ganga Mission and during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  India can lead with an approach that’s better for both people and the 

planet.  

■  A climate-resilient education system: 

○ This will enable Indians to move from vulnerability to agency, for 

forest-dwelling youth to be entrepreneurs in a nature-based economy, 

for children displaced by climate-induced disasters to attain a 

transformative education and be on pathways towards green jobs. 

■  Infrastructure: we must prepare the infrastructure, content, and delivery of 

the public education system to protect the most vulnerable citizens, many of 

whom will be climate refugees. 

■  Public school system: With its scale and reach, the public school system is 

not only a source of learning but also shelter, clothing, food, and community 

for millions.  

■  Critical thinking: The cross-cutting imperative should be to foster critical 

thinking instead of rote learning so that the next generation can embrace 

complexity and make informed choices.  

■  Strive for abundance and equality: We must strive for abundance and 

equity, societies and individuals will likely need to negotiate scarcity and 

trade-offs. 



■  There is a need to prioritize technical training in colleges and universities 

so we can rapidly accelerate our decarbonisation pathway. 

■  Decades of data reflect how investments in primary and secondary 

education are the greatest lever for development and can often be net 

positive for public finance in the long term.  

■  Analytical capabilities and holistic thinking: We should develop strong 

analytical capabilities and holistic thinking about societal transformations 

and how new technologies will be embedded in communities. 

■  Elizabeth Kolbert(the Pulitzer Prize-winner): “the ‘invisible hand’ always 

grasps for more”. 

■  Issues of availability and access to climate finance: The transformation of 

the financial sector needs to address both of these. 

■  International financial institutions can engage with governments, central 

banks, commercial banks and other financial players operating at national or 

regional levels to create the right environment for investments in green 

projects. 

■  Incentivising climate-friendly investments and discouraging, or even 

penalizing dirty investments. 

■  Transparency: There are widely differing assessments of the quantum of 

climate finance currently being mobilized in the form of loans having 

transparency issues. This needs to be addressed. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss global warming and mention its effects on the global climate. Explain the 

control measures to bring down the level of greenhouse gasses which cause global 

warming, in the light of the Kyoto Protocol, 1997.(UPSC 2022) 
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EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                          COP-27: Payback time for rich nations 

 

Source: Indian Express, Indian express, Indian express  

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, COP, IPCC, G20 etc 
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■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements 

involving India or affecting India’s interests, Important international 

institutions etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The United Nations Climate Change Conference 2022 — COP27 — opened 

in Sharm el-Sheikh(Egypt) with the aim of ensuring full implementation of 

the Paris Agreement adopted in 2015. 

         
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

COP:(held annually) 

●  It stands for the annual ‘Conference of the Parties’ to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Kyoto 

Protocol(1997) or the Paris Agreement.  

●  Meetings review the progress made by countries in the fight against climate 

change and in the implementation of decisions taken in earlier COPs. 

●  The first COP meeting was held in Berlin, Germany, 1995. 

 

Selection of COP host: 

●  The venue for the COP meeting rotates among the five UN-identified 

regions: 

○ Africa 

○ Asia-Pacific 

○ Eastern Europe 

○ Latin America and Caribbean 



○ Western Europe and Others. 

●  The countries in the region propose a candidate, and a host is usually 

decided at least two years in advance.  

 

Key Findings in COP27: 

●  Global warming: It has already touched 1.1 degrees Celsius 

●  Extreme weather events are becoming more frequent and severe 

●  The current commitments and policies of different nations will lead to a 

temperature rise of 2.8(two point eight)degrees by the end of this century 

●  Global warming: To restrict global warming to 1.5(one point five), carbon 

emissions must come down 45 per cent by 2030 and touch net zero by 

2050 

●  Loss and damage: COP27 includes ‘loss and damage’ in the main agenda. 

 

Loss and damage: 

●  It refers to costs the rich and developed countries, who are majorly 

responsible for industrial emissions, should pay to poorer nations(made 

negligible contribution to pollution) but are more vulnerable to extreme 

climate events - 

○ For example: the devastating floods in Pakistan recently. 

●  Polluter Pays” principle: It makes the polluter liable for paying not just for 

the cost of remedial action, but also for compensating the victims of 

environmental damage caused by their actions. 

●  Warsaw International Mechanism (WIM) for Loss and Damages(2013): 

It was the first formal acknowledgment of the need to compensate developing 

countries struck by climate disasters. 

 

Climate change and G20: 

●  The G-20 countries account for over 70 percent of global carbon emissions, 

especially the US and China. 

US:  

●  Its per capita carbon emissions, declined from over 20 to 14.6 tonnes per 

capita(still the highest in the world) 

○ China is next at 8.4(eight point four)tonnes per capita and Europe-

6.8(six point eight)tonnes per capita. 

●  Funding: $369-billion dollar funding for climate action(far less than what 

was proposed) 



●  US Supreme Court’s EPA (Environment Protection Agency): To mandate a 

progressive reduction in carbon emissions. 

China:  

●  Net Zero: It has declared 2060 as the year to achieve net zero.  

●  China has acted strategically: It developed technologies and competitive 

manufacturing capacities across the entire range of renewable energy sectors 

○ Solar panels to electric vehicles (EVs) and batteries. 

India: 

 
 

Paris Agreement: 

●  It is a legally binding international treaty on climate change. 

●  Adoption: It was adopted by 196 countries at Conference of the Parties 

COP 21 in Paris, 2015. 

●  Goal: To limit global warming to well below 2° Celsius, and preferably 

limit it to 1.5°(one point five)Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels. 

●  Objective: To achieve the long-term temperature goal, countries aim to 

reach global peaking of greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible to 

achieve a climate-neutral world by mid-century. 

 

 

 

Way Forward 



■  Lead by example: Germany gets 40 percent of its electricity from 

renewables, and has decided to have a fossil fuel-free electricity system by 

2035.  

○ So has California in the US. 

■  The advanced economies: They should ideally aim at achieving carbon-free 

electricity systems by 2030.  

○ Though challenging, but not beyond the technological capacities of 

these economies. 

■  Europe: Ending the sale of internal combustion engine vehicles by 2035(UK 

has already set 2030) 

○ The increasing share of renewables in the electricity system will 

decarbonise EV transport 

■  Hydrogen: It can be a substitute for fossil fuels. 

○  Green hydrogen made from renewables is one such solution.  

■  Lower tax rates: A rapid transition can be promoted by having lower tax 

rates for goods whose production has low to zero carbon emissions. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Describe the major outcomes of the 26th session of the Conference of the Parties 

(COP) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

What are the commitments made by the India conference? (UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                           Raising money for green transitions 

 

Source: Indian Express 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, COP, IPCC, G20, GCF etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements 

involving India or affecting India’s interests, Important international 

institutions etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/raising-money-for-green-transitions-8263655/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/raising-money-for-green-transitions-8263655/lite/


■  The United Nations Climate Change Conference 2022 — COP27 — opened 

in Sharm el-Sheikh(Egypt) with the aim of ensuring full implementation of 

the Paris Agreement adopted in 2015. 

■  The world is shifting to clean energy. 

○ Renewables are becoming competitively cheaper.      

 

 
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Renewable energy: 

●  They are natural and self-replenishing, and usually have a low- or zero-

carbon footprint. 

●  Examples of renewable energy sources: 

○ Wind power 

○ Solar power 

○ Bioenergy (organic matter burned as a fuel) 

○ Hydroelectric including tidal energy. 

 

Climate Financing: 



 
●  The Adaptation Fund under Kyoto Protocol: It aims to finance concrete 

projects and programmes that help vulnerable communities in developing 

countries that are Parties to the Kyoto Protocol to adapt to climate change. 

●  Green Climate Fund: It is the financial mechanism of the UNFCCC, 

established in 2010.  

○ Paris Accord climate finance commitment of USD 100 billion per 

year. 

○ It was established to limit or reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions in developing countries and to help vulnerable societies 

adapt to the unavoidable impacts of climate change. 

●  Global Environment Fund (GEF): GEF has served as an operating entity of 

the financial mechanism since the Convention came into force in 1994. 

○ It is a private equity fund focused on seeking long term financial 

returns by investments in clean energy under climate change. 

○ GEF also maintains two additional funds, the Special Climate Change 

Fund (SCCF) and the Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF 

 

Climate financing in India: 



 
 

Targets and financing set by major emitters: 

●  US: The Inflation Reduction Act will pump $370 billion into climate and clean 

energy investments. 

●  China: By 2025, a third of its energy needs will come from renewables. 

●  India: 50% energy requirements will come from renewable energy by 2030. 

 

Concerns with financing: 

●  Case of South Africa: At COP26 in Glasgow, South Africa convened 

investment worth $ 8.5(eight point five)billion into its plans for energy 

transitions 

○ Very little of this materialized as almost all of this finance is loans. 

●  International finance institutions such as the MDBs: The inflexible 

governance structures (voice and vote, leadership selection, etc) which 

undermines the legitimacy of these institutions in the eyes of the emerging 

market countries. 

 

 

Paris Agreement: 

●  It is a legally binding international treaty on climate change. 



●  Adoption: It was adopted by 196 countries at Conference of the Parties 

COP 21 in Paris, 2015. 

●  Goal: To limit global warming to well below 2° Celsius, and preferably 

limit it to 1.5°(one point five)Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels. 

●  Objective: To achieve the long-term temperature goal, countries aim to 

reach global peaking of greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible to 

achieve a climate-neutral world by mid-century. 

 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  The negative impacts on workers and communities should be reduced, and 

the benefits should be fairly distributed. 

■  Green climate fund(GCF): At COP27 in Egypt, developing countries are 

expected to push to meet the commitment for $100 billion annually,  

○ Emphasizing a channel like the GCF could reduce dependence on the 

policies and concessionality imposed by MDBs. 

■  GCF: GCF is the only institution which combines a very large scale with 

legitimacy and ownership. 

■  Lower tax rates: A rapid transition can be promoted by having lower tax 

rates for goods whose production has low to zero carbon emissions. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Explain the purpose of the Green Grid Initiative launched at the World Leaders 

Summit of the COP26 UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow in November, 

2021. When was this idea first floated in the International Solar Alliance 

(ISA)?(UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
          Behind the smokescreen around private climate finance 

 

Source: The Hindu 

Directions: This is continuation of previous editorial(Raising money for green 

transitions) 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/behind-the-smokescreen-around-private-climate-finance/article66133002.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/behind-the-smokescreen-around-private-climate-finance/article66133002.ece/amp/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/12/editorial-analysis-raising-money-for-green-transitions/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/12/editorial-analysis-raising-money-for-green-transitions/


 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, COP, IPCC, G20, GCF etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements 

involving India or affecting India’s interests, Important international 

institutions etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The UNFCCC Standing Committee on Finance (SCF) released a report 

before COP27, on the progress made by developed countries towards 

achieving the goal of mobilizing $100 billion per year.    

 

 
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Climate Finance: 

●  It refers to local, national, or transnational financing—drawn from public, 

private and alternative sources of financing—that seeks to support mitigation 

and adaptation actions that will address climate change. 

●  The UNFCCC, Kyoto Protocol, and the Paris Agreement call for financial 

assistance from Parties with more financial resources (Developed Countries) 

to those that are less endowed and more vulnerable (Developing Countries). 

 

Stand of Developed countries on financing: 

●  Climate Financing: commitment to reaching the target of $100 billion in 

climate finance a year for developing countries is close to being met. 



●  Private finance: Mobilization of private finance as the critical component of 

climate finance 

 

What are Unachieved goals? 

●  UNFCCC Standing Committee on Finance (SCF) report: 

○ The $100 billion goal has not been achieved in 2020. 

○ Efforts to mobilize private finance by the developed countries have met 

with failure. 

●  OECD report: Developed countries have only mobilized: 

○  $83.3(eighty three point three)billion in climate finance in 2020 

○ $68.3(sixty eight point three)billion in public finance 

○ $13.1(thirteen point one)billion in private finance 

○ $1.9(one point nine)billion in export credit. 

○ Criticism of report: Lack of transparency of information on mobilized 

private finance. 

●  Oxfam report: Its values are much lower(OECD-claimed climate assistance 

of $83.3(eighty three point three)billion is only around $21–

$24.5(twenty four point five)billion). 

 

Challenges for low-income countries: 

●  Climate finance remains skewed towards mitigation: flows towards 

bankable projects with clear revenue streams.  

●  Unlikely to offer commercially profitable opportunities for private 

financiers: Vulnerable, debt-ridden and low-income countries with poor 

credit ratings needing adaptation finance the most, find it challenging to 

access private finance. 

●  Unable to meet goals: Developed countries pushed the target year for 

achieving climate Financing to 2025 from 2020. 

○ At COP26 (Glasgow), developed countries came up with a Climate 

Finance Delivery Plan (CFDP): claiming this time that the goal would 

be met in 2023. 

●  Private finance: The mobilized private finance had fallen short by 6% 

compared to the scenario estimate. 

●  Climate Finance Delivery Plan (CFDP) progress report: Mobilizing private 

climate finance has proven to be challenging, and particularly limited for 

adaptation. 



●  De-risking and creating enabling environments by developed countries: 

They have not yielded results at the scale required to tap into the significant 

potential for investments by the private sector. 

 

Climate Finance Delivery Plan (CFDP) progress report:  

●  The share of activities with low mobilization potential rising from 30% in 

2021 to 50% in 2025. 

●  Composition of public climate finance portfolios: It will progressively 

change, with many activities having ow to no private finance mobilization 

potential. It includes: 

○ Finance for adaptation, and capacity building 

○ Grants for least developed and small island developing countries. 

 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  Further growth: Both public and private finance segments would need to 

grow a further 21%-22% to meet the 2023 low-end estimate of $101 

billion. 

■  The SCF report: Mobilization of private finance as a means of achieving the 

$100 billion goal, should not come at the expense of, or involve a trade-off in 

addressing the needs of developing countries. 

■  Grant-based and concessional international public climate finance: It 

will continue to play the key role in addressing the needs and the priorities of 

developing countries, especially when challenges are growing due to extreme 

weather, food and energy crises. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss global warming and mention its effects on the global climate. Explain the 

control measures to bring down the level of greenhouse gasses which cause global 

warming, in the light of the Kyoto Protocol, 1997.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                                        Banking On New Delhi 



 

Source: Indian Express  

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, Global South, COP27, L&D, 

UNFCCC etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping involving India and 

Affecting India’s interests etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  In COP27(Egypt), all 197 Parties to the UN Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) agreed to enable financing for loss and damage 

to those that need it the most. 

            

 
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Global South: 

●  The Global South is a term often used to identify regions within Latin 

America, Asia, Africa, and Oceania.  

●  Third world: It is one of a family of terms, including "Third World" and 

"Periphery", that denote regions outside Europe and North America. 

 

Climate related devastations this year: 

●  Heat waves 

●  Droughts 

●  Lost crops 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-cop-27-new-climate-fund-8288270/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india-cop-27-new-climate-fund-8288270/lite/


●  Extreme floods 

 

Loss and damage: 

●  It refers to costs the rich and developed countries, who are majorly 

responsible for industrial emissions, should pay to poorer nations(made 

negligible contribution to pollution) but are more vulnerable to extreme 

climate events - 

○ For example: the devastating floods in Pakistan recently. 

●  Polluter Pays” principle: It makes the polluter liable for paying not just for 

the cost of remedial action, but also for compensating the victims of 

environmental damage caused by their actions. 

●  Warsaw International Mechanism (WIM) for Loss and Damages(2013): 

It was the first formal acknowledgment of the need to compensate developing 

countries struck by climate disasters. 

 

COP27 on Loss and Damage(L&D): 

●  Development of a Transition Committee dedicated to L&D: 

○  With equal representation from rich and poor countries. 

○ To operationalise the funding arrangements: the committee has 

been tasked with: 

■  Configuring institutional arrangements 

■  Identifying and expanding sources of funding 

■  Coordinating with existing funding arrangements — by COP28 

in the UAE next year. 

 

Global research on climate change: 

●  Contributions from the Global South are limited.  

●  Study: only 3.8(three point eight)percent of global climate research 

spending is dedicated to Africa  

○ 78 percent is spent in Europe and North America 

 

What role India can play in delivering L&D financing facilities? 

●  Develop a Global Vulnerability Index.  

○ Such data in the public domain helps map critical vulnerabilities 

○ plan strategies to build resilience by climate-proofing communities, 

economies and infrastructure. 



●  Encourage attribution science to assess whether and to what extent climate 

change altered the likelihood and intensity of extreme climatic events. 

●  India should convene experts and encourage the development of a South-

led research consortium dedicated to scientific exploration of “event 

attribution” science. 

●  Champion the Early Warning Systems Initiative: The Executive Action 

Plan for the Early Warnings for All Initiative at COP27 aims to ensure every 

person on Earth is protected by early warning systems within five years. 

●  Leverage the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI): India 

founded the CDRI “to promote the resilience of new and existing 

infrastructure systems to climate and disaster risks in support of sustainable 

development. 

 

Way Forward 

■  Emerging economies: Pressure must be put on large emerging economies, 

with rising emissions, to contribute to L&D financing.  

○ India must continue to press for higher volumes of international 

adaptation funds. 

■  Enrich climate science, draw attention to the more vulnerable regions, build 

research capacity in developing countries, and strengthen the L&D 

framework. 

■  CEEW research: It finds that 75 percent of India’s districts are prone to 

extreme climatic disasters 

○ India should champion not just the deployment of early warning 

systems, but showcasing the investments and capacities required to 

maximize protection and benefits. 

■  At the G20 presidency: India can push for a Global Resilience Reserve Fund, 

capitalized by IMF Special Drawing Rights, to create an insurance cushion 

against severe physical and macroeconomic shocks that climate risks would 

impose. 

■  India released its long-term low-carbon emissions development 

strategy: It must use scientific methods to quantify its long-term targets, to 

give direction to industry and investors. 

■  Technology, sectoral partnerships and technology co-development; They 

are likely to be the way forward, rather than waiting for technologies that 

never get transferred. 



■  Future COPs: They must focus almost exclusively on ensuring delivery and 

holding laggards(who fall behind others)accountable. 

○ Otherwise, the COP process will be lost and multilateralism will be 

permanently damaged. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Explain the purpose of the Green Grid Initiative launched at the World Leaders 

Summit of the COP26 UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow in November, 

2021. When was this idea first floated in the International Solar Alliance 

(ISA)?(UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                 COP27 and the ambiguity about responsibility 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Current events of international importance, COP, IPCC, G20 etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Bilateral, regional and global grouping and agreements 

involving India or affecting India’s interests, Important international 

institutions etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  This year, at COP27 in Egypt, important topics from the emissions 

reductions to rules to govern carbon markets were discussed.  

○ The most significant to developing countries including India is 

climate finance 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/cop27-and-the-ambiguity-about-responsibility/article66184747.ece/amp/


         
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

COP:(held annually) 

●  It stands for the annual ‘Conference of the Parties’ to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Kyoto 

Protocol(1997) or the Paris Agreement.  

●  Meetings review the progress made by countries in the fight against climate 

change and in the implementation of decisions taken in earlier COPs. 

●  The first COP meeting was held in Berlin, Germany, 1995. 

 

Preludes to COP27: 

●  Widespread droughts in Africa 

●  Floods in Pakistan 

●  Wildfires globally 

 

Loss and damage: 

●  It refers to costs the rich and developed countries, who are majorly 

responsible for industrial emissions, should pay to poorer nations(made 

negligible contribution to pollution) but are more vulnerable to extreme 

climate events - 

○ For example: the devastating floods in Pakistan recently. 

●  Polluter Pays” principle: It makes the polluter liable for paying not just for 

the cost of remedial action, but also for compensating the victims of 

environmental damage caused by their actions. 



●  Warsaw International Mechanism (WIM) for Loss and Damages(2013): 

It was the first formal acknowledgment of the need to compensate developing 

countries struck by climate disasters. 

 

Developing countries need finance for: 

●  Low-carbon transformations 

●  Building resilience to inevitable climate impacts 

●  Loss and damage (L and D) from climate-induced impacts. 

 

Mains L and D agendas for developing countries: 

●  Change the existing narrative of L and D to addressing losses that have 

already occurred 

●  Responsibility: Start holding developed countries morally responsible and 

financially liable for the same. 

 

Challenges associated with L and D: 

●  L and D in ratified UN texts: It mostly entailed prevention and pre-disaster 

preparation(combining L and D with adaptation) 

○ This is in the interest of developed countries that do not want any new 

responsibilities.  

●  The decision text accompanying the Paris Agreement took liability and 

compensation for L and D off the table. 

 

Issues with new L and D fund introduced at COP27: 

●  Following the recommendation of the G77+China: The text frames L and 

D as post-event “rehabilitation, recovery, and reconstruction”. 

○ It excludes mention of historic responsibility and principle of Common 

but Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR). 

●  There is no clear indication that the fund will be paid for by developed 

countries. 

●  The decision explores a “mosaic” of solutions: which might simply mean a 

slow shift of the L and D burden onto the private sector. 

●  If liability and CBDR are removed from L and D: The notion to hold 

developed nations morally and financially accountable. 

○ It risks becoming a toothless and more voluntary reward than 

recompense. 

 



COP27 on climate finance: 

●  It focussed on increasing finance flows to support positive climate action in 

developing countries. 

●  COP27: It encouraged finance through other channels other than public 

finance. 

 

Background of climate finance: 

●  Climate finance: In 2009 developed countries had promised developing 

countries $100 billion in climate finance annually by 2020, which still 

remains unmet. 

●  Developed countries now aim to meet by 2023. 

●  Article 2.1c of the Paris Agreement: seeks to make all finance flows 

compatible with low-carbon development. 

 

Importance of reforming the global financial system: 

●  It will reduce the costs of borrowing for climate projects 

●  Increase finance for adaptation 

●  Better align their operations with the Paris Agreement. 

 

Multilateral system and carbon markets: 

●  Reforming the global financial system: For the first time, the COP27 

decision text included a call for reforming the global financial system, 

particularly multilateral development banks (MDBs), to make them more 

supportive of climate action. 

●  Carbon markets(prominent vehicles for channeling private finance): 

some entities sell credits by reducing their emissions below a threshold, 

while others buy these credits to offset emissions they are unable to reduce. 

●  Just energy transition partnerships (JETP): emerging as avenues for 

developed countries to quickly channel finance to developing countries 

transitioning towards clean energy systems. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  Meeting the current pledge and developing a meaningful new pledge: 

based on developing countries’ needs, will be important trust-building 

exercises encouraging greater cooperation towards climate action. 



■  Lack of transparency and double-counting in carbon markets: It can 

open the door to greenwashing. 

■  Plans for using carbon credits to enable private investments raises risks 

about the sufficiency and predictability of finance; whether it can reach 

sectors that need more support and whether this is an attempt by developed 

countries to offload responsibility. 

■  Developing countries at COP27 wanted to focus on the public finance 

that developed countries should provide. 

○ The finance conversation is becoming multi-stranded and spreading to 

arenas outside formal negotiating channels. 

■  India: It needs to carefully watch trends, and what they might imply for 

amounts, sources, predictability, impacts, and equity. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss global warming and mention its effects on the global climate. Explain the 

control measures to bring down the level of greenhouse gasses which cause global 

warming, in the light of the Kyoto Protocol, 1997.(UPSC 2022) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                      Content moderation through co-regulation 

 

Source: The Hindu 

 

■  Prelims: Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media 

Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, Grievance Appellate Committees (GACs), EU- Digital 

Services Act (DSA) etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Challenges to internal security through communication 

networks, the role of media and social networking sites in internal security 

challenges, basics of cyber security; money-laundering and its prevention etc  

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  Social media platforms regularly manage user content on their website.  

○ They remove, prioritize or suspend user accounts that violate the 

terms and conditions of their platforms. 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/content-moderation-through-co-regulation/article66111242.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/content-moderation-through-co-regulation/article66111242.ece/amp/


 

 
 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Social media: 

●  It can be defined as any web or mobile based platform that enables an 

individual or agency to communicate interactively and enables exchange of 

user generated content. 

●  India is the second-largest online market, behind China. 

●  The majority of India’s internet users are mobile phone internet users 

●  Common social media platforms: 

○ Facebook 

○ YouTube 

○ WhatsApp 

○ Instagram 

○ Twitter  

 



 
How do social media internally regulate content? 

●  Complaint redressal mechanism: They have complaint redressal 

mechanisms for addressing user grievances.  

○ For example: Facebook set up the Oversight Board(independent 

body)which scrutinizes its ‘content moderation’ practices. 

 

How does the government regulate social media? 

●  Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media 

Ethics Code) Rules, 2021: It mandates platforms to establish a grievance 

redressal mechanism to resolve user complaints within fixed timelines 

●  Amendment in rules(Grievance Appellate Committees (GACs): 

Comprising government appointees, who will now sit in appeals over the 

platforms’ grievance redressal decisions. 

●  Section 69A of IT Act:  Power to issue directions for blocking for public 

access of any information through any computer resource. 

 

Benefits of Social media: 

●  Democratization of Information 

●  Participation of Wider and Heterogeneous Communities 

●  Cheap and Easy 

●  Countering The Hegemony 

●  Bridging The Distance 

●  Direct Interaction With Government officials  

 

Present challenges: 



●  Social media now has millions of users: Existing government control on 

online speech is unsustainable.  

●  Increase in potential harms: With the increasing reach of the Internet, its 

potential harms have also increased.  

○ There is more illegal and harmful content online today. 

○ Examples: Disinformation campaigns on social media during COVID-

19 and hate speech against the Rohingya in Myanmar 

●  Hate speech and Rumors 

●  Fake News: There are number of edited images, manipulated videos and fake 

text messages spreading through social media platforms 

●  Online Trolling: Trolling and threatening those who do not agree with their 

views  

●  Women Safety: Women face cyber rape and threats that affect their dignity 

severely. 

 

What is modern intermediary law? 

●  Content removal: Under such a law, government orders to remove content is 

not only necessary and proportionate, but also comply with due process. 

●  Example: European Union (EU) Digital Services Act (DSA): It requires 

government take-down orders to be proportionate and reasoned. 

●  Content moderation decisions: Intermediary law must devolve social media 

content moderation decisions at the platform level 

 

What steps need to be taken? 

●  Responsibility with platform: Platforms must have the responsibility to 

regulate content under broad government guidelines. 

●  The Co-regulatory framework: It will serve following functions: 

○ Autonomy: Platforms will retain reasonable autonomy over their 

terms of service. 

○ Harmful content: Co-regulation will give them the flexibility to define 

the evolving standards of harmful content. 

○ Alignment: co-regulation aligns government and platform interests 

○ Outsource content: co-regulatory mechanisms allow the state to 

outsource content regulation to platforms, which are better equipped 

to tackle modern content moderation challenges. 

●  Platform accountability: It can be increased through algorithmic 

transparency. 



 

Way Forward 

■  Modern intermediary law: With increased stakes in free speech and with 

increasing online risks, a modern intermediary law must re-imagine the role 

of governments. 

■  Co-regulation: It will give them the flexibility to define the evolving 

standards of harmful content, thereby obviating the need for strict 

government mandates.  

○ This will promote free speech online because government oversight 

incentivises platforms to engage in private censorship. 

■  Incentivising platforms to act as Good Samaritans will build healthy online 

environments. 

■  Due process: Whenever platforms remove content, or redress user 

grievance, their decisions must follow due process  

○ They must adopt processes such as notice, hearing and reasoned 

orders while addressing user grievances. 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. What is the CyberDome Project? Explain how it can be useful in controlling 

internet crimes in India.(UPSC 2019) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 

 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                                          The Gene Revolution  

 

Source: Indian Express  

 

■  Prelims: Current events of national importance, GM crops, DMH-11, Bt cotton, 

GEAC etc 

■  Mains GS Paper III: Science and technology- development and applications in 

everyday life, Biotechnology and issues related to it. 

 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/why-india-cannot-afford-to-ignore-the-gm-crop-revolution-8266595/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/why-india-cannot-afford-to-ignore-the-gm-crop-revolution-8266595/lite/


■  Government has decided to release India’s first genetically-modified (GM) 

food crop — Dhara Mustard Hybrid-11 (DMH-11) for environmental 

release. 

○ Some activists approached the Supreme Court to ban it for various 

reasons. 

 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

GM Crops: 

●  GM foods are derived from plants whose genes are artificially modified. 

●  By inserting genetic material from another organism, in order to give it a 

new property, such as: 

○ Increased yield 

○ Tolerance to a herbicide 

○ Resistance to disease or drought 

○ Improve its nutritional value. 

●  GM rice(golden rice): Golden rice involves the insertion of genes from a 

plant -- both daffodils and maize have been used -- and a soil bacterium to 

create a grain that is enriched with Vitamin A. 

●  Bt cotton: India has approved commercial cultivation of only one GM crop, 

Bt cotton. 

●  Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC): All GM crops in India 

require approval from the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) 

for use in commercial production. 

                     
 

Benefits of GM-crops: 



          
 

Risks associated with GM crops: 

 
Achievements from introducing Bt Cotton: 

●  Cotton productivity: It increased from 302 kg per hectare in 2002-03 to 

566 kg per hectare in 2013-14(increase of 76 percent) 

●  Area under cotton cultivation: It expanded by 56 percent, of which about 

95 percent is under Bt cotton. 

●  Gains to cotton farmers: Bt cotton led Gujarat’s “agrarian miracle” of very 

high (above 8 percent) annual growth rate in agri-GDP during 2002-03 to 

2013-14. 

●  Second-largest producer after China and the second-largest exporter after 

the US. 



           
Risks highlighted from Bt cotton: 

●  Pest damage: Sucking pest damage in Bt cotton 

●  Increase in secondary pests such as mired bugs and Spodoptera 

●  Pest resistance: Emergence of pest resistance 

●  Environmental and health implications in terms of toxicity and 

allergenicity 

●  Monopoly: Farmers’ exposure to a greater risk of monopoly in the seed 

business. 

 

Import of GM crops for daily use: 

●  India heavily depends on imported edible oils:which is all from GM 

technology (in soybean and canola) 

●  Cotton seed is also fed to cattle which gives the milk its fat content. 

○ Even poultry feed, such as soya and corn is GM. 

 

Way Forward 

■  Field trials of GM mustard: It showed 25-28 percent higher yield and 

better disease resistance compared to indigenous varieties. 

○ This can help in augmenting domestic mustard oil supplies and 

farmers’ incomes. 

■  Dissent: It is a good sign in any democratic society and forms an essential 

part of checks and balances. But once the safety tests are done and the 

scientific body (GEAC) has given the green signal, the process should not be 

hampered. 



■  Science based: The agriculture of tomorrow is going to be science-based, and 

the winners will be those who adopt it and develop it further today.  

■  Jai Anusandhan '' slogan given by PM: . It will have meaning only when the 

government goes ahead with not just GM mustard but also fast-tracks Ht Bt 

cotton, Bt brinjal, and even GM soya and corn. 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. What are the present challenges before crop diversification? How do emerging 

technologies provide an opportunity for crop diversification ?(UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 

                                        New Frontiers in Space 

 

Source: Indian Express  

 

■  Prelims: Current events of national and international importance(Space 

programmes, Vikram S rocket, non-proliferation etc 

■  Mains GS Paper II: Science and technology, development and application, 

Development in the field of space and issues related to it etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  The launch of the Vikram S rocket has been rightly hailed as an important 

milestone in India’s outer space journey. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/indias-first-private-rocket-governments-8280767/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/indias-first-private-rocket-governments-8280767/lite/


                
INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Vikram-S rocket: 

●  It is a single-stage solid-fuel suborbital launch vehicle named after Vikram 

Sarabhai, the pioneer of India’s space program. 

●  The spacecraft travels slower than the orbital velocity in a sub-orbital 

flight, which means it is fast enough to reach outer space but not fast enough 

to maintain an orbit around the Earth. 

●  The launch vehicle’s engine, Kalam-80, is named after former President A 

P J Abdul Kalam. 

●  The Vikram-S is a Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV) that will carry 

payloads weighing between 290 and 560 kg (PSLV, India’s workhorse, can 

carry up to 1,750 kg) into sun-synchronous polar orbits. 

 

Significance: 

●  Technology-demonstration mission: The Vikram-S, Kalam-80 and 3D 

printed parts (thrusters) will be used to test and certify technology in the 

Vikram series space launch vehicles. 

●  The company is developing three Vikram rockets that will use various 

solid and cryogenic fuels and have a carbon composite core structure. 

●  Privately built: It is the first privately built Indian rocket to make it to space.  

 



Satellites by private players globally: 

●  Starlink satellite system: It is a major player with more than 2,300 satellites 

in low earth orbit 

○ Deliver space services including useful military information to the 

armed forces of Ukraine in their fight against Russian forces. 

●  Amazon’s Project Kuiper: It plans to launch more than 3,000 satellites in 

the coming years to offer a range of services, including broadband internet. 

●  Airtel in India: It  is a partner in the OneWeb corporation that offers 

connectivity through its system of nearly 500 satellites. 

 

Background of international cooperation in Space: 

●  Intense geopolitical competition that shaped the space programmes of the 

major powers during the Cold War.  

●  The role of the state in the space programmes became even more significant 

in the second half of the 20th century. 

●  US and Soviet Union: They were engaged in space cooperation with other 

countries as part of the Cold War strategy of winning friends and influencing 

nations. 

 

India’s evolution in Space Programme: 

●  India’s main objective was to leverage outer space to accelerate national 

development.  

●  Eventually, military and commercial dimensions began to envelop the 

Indian space programme.  

●  India’s space programme: It began with intensive cooperation with the 

Western countries and later with the Soviet Union.  

●  India is part of the Missile Technology Control Regime that regulates 

commerce in space related commodities and technologies.  

●  India is also part of the Wassenaar Arrangement that controls trade in 

dual use technologies that can be used for both civilian and military purposes. 

 

India’s Private sector in Space: 

●  Godrej & Boyce, Larsen & Toubro, and Walchandnagar Industries are 

among the many private sector companies that have contributed to the Indian 

space programme. 

○ The government needs to activate their full mobilization into the 

Indian space effort. 



 

Growing range of new space possibilities: 

●   Using satellites for delivering broadband internet  

●  Mining of the Moon 

●  From space manufacturing to deep space exploration. 

 

 

Way Forward 

■  The country’s private sector has the talent and experience to shorten that 

distance if India creates the enabling policy environment. 

■  The scale of the global economy: its value is expected to more than double 

from about $450 billion in 2022 to nearly one trillion dollars within a 

decade. 

■  Outer space can no longer be about narrowly framed ideas of 

“development” and “national prestige for India: It must be about business 

and economy.  

■  The current Indian share of the global space economy is barely 2 

percent. The PM has been demanding that India rapidly increase its share to 

8 percent in the coming years. 

■  Raising the Indian share of the global space economy: It can only be done 

by drawing in the private sector companies to play a larger role. 

○ For example: the large number of private companies involved in the 

US Artemis project of returning to the Moon. 

■  Economic powerhouse in space: While startups like Skyroot can bring 

much needed innovation into space activity, it is only the large corporations 

that can bring much needed scale to make India an economic powerhouse in 

space. 

■  Growing weight of international cooperation in national space 

programmes: If Apollo was a purely national project of the United States, the 

Artemis programme is a multinational endeavor between the US and its 

partners, including France, Canada, and Japan. 

■  Russia and China are coming together to collaborate : on their space 

programmes and also on building a joint base on the Moon that will establish 

long term human presence there. 

■  India is also drawing on foreign capital to support its startups: 

Singapore’s sovereign wealth fund GIC, for example, is a major investor in 

Skyroot Aerospace that launched the Vikram S rocket. 



■  Many Western aerospace companies: They will be eager to invest in India’s 

space programme as it begins to open up. 

■  India need to come to terms that international cooperation is not just an 

“add-on” to the national space programme, but must be an integral part of 

India’s space strategy 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. Discuss India’s achievements in the field of Space Science and Technology. How 

the application of this technology has helped India in its socio-economic 

development?(UPSC 2016) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

                                  EDITORIAL ANALYSIS 
                     Indian Air Force needs a new doctrine 

 

Source: The Hindu 

■  Prelims: Atmanirbhar, Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), Quad, modern technologies 

in defense etc  

■  Mains GS Paper II and III: Science and technology-Development and their 

applications and effects in everyday life etc 

 

ARTICLE HIGHLIGHTS 

■  There is a greater pitch for aatmanirbharta in  the field of the defense 

inventory in India. 

 

INSIGHTS ON THE ISSUE 

Context 

Atmanirbhar Bharat: 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/yes-the-indian-air-force-needs-a-new-doctrine/article66154209.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/yes-the-indian-air-force-needs-a-new-doctrine/article66154209.ece/amp/


 
Steps taken in defense sector: 

●  Defence Production and Export Promotion Policy 2020 (DPEPP 2020) 

●  Make in India: 2014 

 

Indian Air Force(IAF): 

●  It was effective right from the first campaign which was in 1948 where 

Pakistan intruded into J&K. The IAF played a very critical role. 



●  In 1965 Indo-Pakistan war air power was used with little less coordination, 

but they played an effective role. 

 

Need for modernisation: 

●  Threat perception: To derive from threat perception in future days. 

●  Two front: Doctrine which has now become two front war policy. 

●  Net centric warfare. 

●  Aerospace kind of IAF to handle space assets in a required manner. 

●  Force multipliers that are air to air refuelers. 

●  To protect the airspace in a high manner. 

 

Concerns: 

●  Induction: The induction rate in the air force has been slow. 

●  MIG 21 is accident prone as mentioned. 

●  Cost of making aircrafts indigenously has proved to be costly. 

●  Two front war; The concern for the military in general for the country and 

for the political leadership is to manage the two fronts. 

●  There is a lack of collaboration between PSUs and the private sector wrt 

airforce. 

 

Need for new Doctrine in Air Force: 

●  Technology has progressed exponentially: Artificial intelligence and 

machine learning are being refined to mimic human cognitive abilities and 

intuition.  

○ Their incorporation would be a challenge that needs doctrinal analysis. 

 

Vital infrastructure for Air Force: 

●  Combat enablers such as aerial refuellers 

●  Airborne Warning and Control System 

●  Transport and helicopter fleets 

●  Radars 

●  Communication systems, etc.  

 

 

Way Forward 



■  Doctrine drives technology: given the ongoing advancements, the IAF 

doctrine would have to spell out new methods to meet the challenges of the 

mid-century. 

■  The roles and missions of the IAF would have to be re-assessed since space 

will be a major, if not a central, player in future conflicts. 

■  Emphasis on unmanned platforms and space assets, including a capability 

for satellites on call would be necessary. 

■  Air power with its niche strike, Airborne Intelligence, Surveillance and 

Reconnaissance (ISR) and precision attack capabilities should be merged 

in the drive towards jointness. 

■  The IAF’s new doctrine must accept acceleration of fresh thought, even as it 

acknowledges that new technology would result in an information overload 

which actually accentuates stress in human resources. 

■  Out of Political prism: The IAF doctrine must underscore that ‘national 

defense should not be filtered through a prism of the political dispensation. 

■  India as a regional power: these combat support assets are also vital for 

humanitarian assistance and disaster relief that are important cogs in 

military diplomacy and foreign policy 

 

 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE  

Q. How is the S-400 air defense system technically superior to any other system 

presently available in the world ?(UPSC 2021) 

(200 WORDS, 10 MARKS) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


