
Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 1

WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM

16 JANUARY - 21 JANUARY 2023

WEEKLY CURRENT AFFAIRS

Professor at the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) and advisor to its 
space science program, said that the 
organization is yet to receive approv-
al from the Indian government for the 
Venus mission and that the mission 
could as a result be postponed to 2031. 
 
ISRO had originally hoped to launch 
Shukrayaan I in mid-2023 but cited the 
pandemic when it pushed the date to 

December 2024.

Shukrayaan
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GS1
Salient features of Indian Society

UNDESA WORLD SOCIAL REPORT 
2023

Context: 
The United Nations Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs (UN DESA) published the World Social Report 
2023, with the theme “Leaving No One Behind in an 
Aging World”.

Background:
• Rooted in the UN Charter and guided by the 

transformative 2030 SDGs, the UN DESA (New 
York City, 1948) upholds the development pillar 
of the UN.

• UN DESA helps countries make informed deci-
sions by providing information through publica-
tions and databases and international delibera-
tions at the UN General Assembly, ECOSOC, etc.

• The World Social Report (since 1997 and previ-
ously Report on the World Social Situation) has 
served as a background document for policy 
analysis of socio-economic trends.

• Since 2001, the periodicity of the report has 
been changed from a four-year cycle to a two-
year cycle (biennial).

• In 2022, the world marked the twentieth anni-
versary of the adoption of the Madrid Interna-
tional Plan of Action on Ageing. 

• To commemorate this, the 2023 Report ex-
plores the economic and social implications of 
the ageing of the human population.

Highlights of the 2023 Report:
• Population ageing is a defining global trend of 

the time, which has begun or is expected to be-
gin soon in all countries and areas.

• People are living longer (an inevitable result of 
the demographic transition), and more are old-
er than ever before. 

• Spectacular improvements in health and sur-
vival and reductions in fertility have driven this 
momentous shift.

• This change brings both challenges and oppor-
tunities as countries strive to achieve the SDGs.

              

Strength Weakness Oppor-
tunities

Threats

Population 
ageing sig-
nals the 
extraordi-
nary col-
lective suc-
cess of the 
world in 
improving 
living
conditions 
for billions 
of people.

• Decrease in 
the share of 
working-age 
people in 
the total 
population.

• Dependen-
cy, vast in-
equalities , 
d i v e r s e 
needs, the 
C O V I D - 1 9 
crisis, the 
war in 
U k r a i n e , 
and Climate 
change.

D e -
m a n d 
f o r 
l o n g -
t e r m 
care is 
soaring 
in many 
c o u n -
tries

I m p o s e 
significant 
s o c i a l , 
economic, 
fiscal, and 
health-re-
lated costs 
on present 
and future 
g e n e r a -
tions.

Two policy actions suggested by the report:
• To promote labour market participation and 

increased productivity, uphold good health and 
prevent poverty. 

• To reduce inequality and promote economic 
security at older ages in a fiscally sustainable 
manner, taking into account both pensions and 
health care. 

Conclusion: 
The national policies aimed at creating equitable, inclu-
sive societies for people of all ages, and prioritising the 
rights and well-being of older people are the need of 
the hour.
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Insta Links: As India ages, keeping an eye on the el-
derly

Mains Links: 
Q. Critically examine the effects of globalisation on the 
aged population in India. (UPSC 2013)

Issues face by Women

WRESTLING THE WAY OUT

Context: 
Women are made to face the barrels of buoyant sexism 
on a daily basis, be it at work or even at home. Recent-
ly, Indian women wrestlers, Vinesh Phogat and Sakshi 
Malik accused BJP MP and Wrestling Federation of In-
dia (WFI) president Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh of sex-
ual harassment.

Issues faced by women in sports:
The word ‘pressure’ is central to a sportsperson’s life: 
the need to perform better or at least at par with a 
previous time; the juggling of time between sport and 
study; the stress of endorsements. However, women 
have added layers of pressure: 

• Gender Pay disparity: The first challenge that 
female athletes have to face is being paid half 
or less of what is given to their male counter-
parts. 

• Being objectified: From coaches to commenta-
tors, to the audience, women are looked at as 
commodities showcasing themselves for men’s 
pleasure, not as entities of potential and talent.
	Eg: India’s popular badminton player 

Jwala Gutta faced issues related to ob-
jectification and body shaming.

• Lack of access to facilities: A lack of access to 
adequate playing facilities near their homes, 
makes it more difficult for girls to engage in 
sports.

• Safety and transportation issues: Sports 
require a place to participate – and for many 
girls, especially in dense urban environments, 
that means travelling to facilities through un-
safe neighbourhoods or lacking any means to 
get to a good facility miles away. 
	Eg: Manipur is a sporting powerhouse, 

but 48 % of female athletes travel over 
10km to reach the practice facility

• Social stigma: Girls in sports may experience 
bullying, social isolation, and negative perfor-
mance evaluations. 

• Mental Health: Mental safety is essential. Insti-
tutes and coaches must provide access to sports 
psychologists. According to the IOC Mental 
Health in Elite Athletes Toolkit(2021), anxiety 
and depression are more common in women 
athletes.

• The disparity in Access to Quality Training & In-
frastructure:  The availability of quality, trained 
coaches may be lacking in their communi-
ty or these coaches may be more focused on 
the boys’ programs that have more money for 
training. Equipment and even uniforms aren’t 
funded for many girls’ programs at the same 
levels as boys. Thus, their ability to improve and 
enjoy the sport is diminished. 

• Inadequate Budget Allocated for Women in 
Sports: Budgets are being slashed in all sports, 
especially for women leading to poor infrastruc-
ture.

• Lack of positive role models: Today’s girls are 
bombarded with images of external beauty, 
not those of confident, strong female athlet-
ic role models. To some girls, fitting within the 
mould that they are constantly told to stay in is 
more important than standing out. 
	For instance, it is estimated that the 

prevalence of eating disorders among 
women athletes is 6% to 45%, while for 
men athletes it ranges from 0 to 19% 
[IOC Mental Health in Elite Athletes Tool-
kit (2021)].

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/10/01/as-india-ages-keeping-an-eye-on-the-elderly/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/10/01/as-india-ages-keeping-an-eye-on-the-elderly/
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Why girls need to be encouraged in sports:
• They learn important life skills such as team-

work, leadership, and confidence.
• It enhances their self-image
• Girls’ involvement in sports is related to higher 

levels of family satisfaction.
• High school female athletes have more positive 

body images than non-athletes.
• Reduces chances of diseases in the long run.

The ethical aspect of sexual harassment in 
sports:

• Lack of trust in the association.
• Reduce participation 
• Shows a lack of empathy and morals from the 

perpetrator’s side.

Few positive examples:
• The athletics federation has an internation-

al-level sportswoman (Anju Bobby George) as 
Vice President, which is the highest.

• PT Usha leads IOA now.
Insta Links: women-participation-in-sports
 

Demography

CHINA’S POPULATION DROP

Context: 
• According to China’s National Bureau of Sta-

tistics, its population fell to 1,411.8 million in 
2022, from 1,412.6 million in the previous year. 

• This is a landmark event, for a country that is 
soon set to be surpassed by India (as per UN 
projections, India’s population is expected to 
reach 1,428.6 million in 2023) as home to the 
greatest number of people.

What has been behind these shifts?
Mortality:

• A country’s population increases with a reduc-
tion in the relative number of deaths, while 
population growth slows/reverses with declin-
ing fertility rates.

• The crude death rate (CDR) - the number of per-

Case of Dutee Chand:
Dutee Chand was to be the first Indian woman in 
36 years to run a 100m at the Rio Olympics. Acting 
on an anonymous tip, she was asked to get tested 
for hyperandrogenism, wherein a woman’s body 
produces more testosterone than is acceptable 
under the International Association of Athletics 
Federations (IAAF) guidelines. Not only was she 
banned from competing against other women in 
the Commonwealth Games, but the world was 
also suddenly questioning her gender identity. 
Her personal life became a sham and her profes-
sional life was a mess. However, Dutee refused to 
cower down, and refusing therapy, has challenged 
the IAAF regulations at the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport in Switzerland.

Insta Curious: 
International Charter of Physical Education, Physical 
Activity and Sport by UNESCO affirms that ‘equal op-
portunity to participate and be involved at all supervi-
sion and decision-making levels in physical education, 
physical activity and sport, whether for the purpose of 
recreation, health promotion or high performance, is 
the right of every girl and every woman that must be 
actively enforced’. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/09/15/insights-mindmaps-fall-indias-exports-womens-participation-sports/womens-participation-in-sports/
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sons dying per year per 1,000 population - was 
23.2 for China in 1950 (22.2 for India). It fell to 
single digits of 7.3 in 2020 (7.4 for India).

• Another mortality indicator is life expectancy at 
birth. Between 1950 and 2020, it went up from 
43.7 to 78.1 years for China and from 41.7 to 
70.1 years for India.

Fertility:
• The total fertility rate (TFR) - the number of ba-

bies an average woman (aged 15-49) bears over 
her lifetime - was as high as 5.8 for China and 
5.7 for India in 1950. 
	According to its 2020 Census, China’s 

TFR was 1.3 births per woman.
	The TFR has fallen sharply for India too 

(from 3.4 to 2 between 1992-93 and 

2019-21).
• A TFR of 2.1 is considered as “replacement-level 

fertility” - a woman having two children replac-
es herself and her partner with two new lives. 

Why is India’s population increasing, while 
China’s shrinking?

• China’s One-Child Policy (1980 to 2015): This 
has helped China to prevent nearly 400 million 
births.

• Sustained lows necessary: De-growth requires 
TFRs to remain below replacement levels for 
extended periods and it will reflect only after a 
couple of generations.
	China’s TFR dipped below replacement 

first in 1991, which was almost 30 years 
before India’s. 

Potential implications of these shifts

For China For India

Negative: Decline in the working-age population 
(less tax revenues, savings potential - poor growth). 
That’s why China officially ended its one-child policy 
in 2016.
Positives: Overall labour supply still exceeds de-
mand.

Opportunity: The share of the working-age population 
will peak at 57% towards the mid-2030s.

Challenges: In the absence of meaningful employment 
opportunities for the youths, the demographic dividend 
can well turn into a demographic nightmare.

Mains Links: 
Q. Discuss the main objectives of Population Educa-
tion and point out the measures to achieve them in 
India in detail. (UPSC 2021)

Important Geophysical phenomena

DEEP-WATER CIRCULATIONS OF 
THE INDIAN OCEAN

Context: 
New studies have shown that the global overturning 
circulation controls ocean heat distribution and atmo-
spheric carbon dioxide levels, thus playing a critical role 
in global climate. 

What does the new study show?
Studies have indicated that tectonically driven changes 
in the ocean gateways such as the closure of the Central 
American Seaway (a body of water that once separated 
North America from South America), since the late Mio-
cene period, had a dramatic impact on the GOC.

What is Global Overturning Circulation (GOC)?
• It is the equatorward transport of cold, deep 

waters and the poleward transport of warm, 
near-surface waters. 
	Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circu-

lation (AMOC) is one part of this cir-
culation apart from Pacific Deepwater, 
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Southern Ocean Meridional Overturn-
ing Circulation etc. 

	AMOC has undergone exceptional 
weakening in the last 150 years com-
pared to the previous 1500 years. Cli-
mate models suggest that the AMOC 
will weaken over the 21st Century as 
greenhouse gases increase

• It is a Thermohaline circulation (THC) and dis-
tributes heat and nutrients throughout the 
world’s ocean basins.

Mechanism 
GOC carries warm surface waters from the tropics to-
wards the Northern Hemisphere, where it cools and 
sinks. It then returns to the tropics and then to the 
South Atlantic as a bottom current. From there it is dis-
tributed to all ocean basins via the Antarctic circumpo-
lar current.

Reasons behind the slowing down of AMOC 
The slowing down is anthropogenic impact, and these 
abrupt changes are destabilizing the AMOC, which 
could collapse the system. There are various reasons 
behind the current slowing down
1. Global warming can cause a weakening of the major 

ocean systems of the world. 
2. Melting of Glaciers - Arctic ice called the “Last Ice 

Area” has been melting. The freshwater from the 
melting ice reduces the salinity and density of the 
water. As the water is unable to sink as it used to, it 
weakens the AMOC flow.

3. Warming of the Indian Ocean - As the Indian Ocean 
warms faster and faster, it generates additional pre-
cipitation, thus reducing the precipitation in the At-
lantic Ocean, causing higher salinity in the waters of 
the tropical Atlantic. This saltier water, as it comes 
north via AMOC, will get cold much quicker than 
usual and sink faster.

Mains Links
Q. What is Atlantic Meridional Overturning Circulation 

(AMOC)? Why is it slowing down, and what are its im-
plications? (10M)

GS2
Issues and challenges pertaining to the federal struc-
ture

GOVERNOR-CM RIFT IN TN

Context: 
There has been a dispute between the Tamil Nadu Gov-
ernor and the state government recently.

Background:
• The Governor, while delivering his customary 

address to the House, omitted certain para-
graphs from the text prepared by the State gov-
ernment. 
	He left out the references to national 

and regional stalwarts and the phrase 
“Dravidian model of governance”. 

	He skipped describing Tamil Nadu as “a 
haven of peace” - in terms of the law-
and-order situation, its ability to attract 
foreign investments, etc.

• The CM moved a motion to take on record only 
the transcript distributed to legislators, prompt-
ing the Governor to walk out of the House.

• The state government has sought the Presi-
dent’s intervention to ensure that the Governor 
acts as per Article 163 (1) [Council of Ministers 
to aid and advise Governor] of the Constitution. 

What triggered the tussle?
• Since the Governor took office the ruling party 

(DMK) has demanded his resignation for failing 
to forward a Bill to the President.

• The Assembly passed a Bill to exempt govern-
ment seats in undergraduate medical and den-
tal courses from the National Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test (NEET).

• Even though the Bill is presently pending Presi-
dential assent, other Bills are awaiting the Gov-
ernor’s approval
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Similar instances in the past of Governor- State 
government tussles:

• In Kerala, at least three Governors had skipped 
sections during their Assembly address since 
January 1969.

• In 1965, the then West Bengal Governor, an-
noyed by the Opposition’s interruptions, walked 
out of the Assembly without addressing the 
House.

• In 1960, then-President Rajendra Prasad made 

certain corrections in the printed copies of the 
address.

• In 1988, then President R. Venkataraman, 
changed (in his address) the expression “My 
government” to “The government” as the origi-
nal practice was a part of the British legacy. 

• Former President Pranab Mukherjee (2012-
2017), did not shy away from making sugges-
tions at the appropriate for a.

Governor’s address - The larger issue

Meaning Constitutional provisions Convention Implications of Governor devi-
ating from the speech 

• It includes a re-
view of the previ-
ous year, goals for 
the session and 
policy and legisla-
tive measures that 
the government 
intends to execute 
in the next year.

• It is produced and 
submitted to the 
Governor in ad-
vance by the state 
government.

Article 176 (Special ad-
dress by the Governor): 
The Governor shall address 
the Legislative Assembly or 
both Houses (in the case of 
a State having a Legislative 
Council), assembled to-
gether at the 

• Commencement 
of the first session 
after each general 
election to the Leg-
islative Assembly 
and 

• Commencement of 
the first session of 
each year

Article 87: Special address 
by the President

The governor must 
read the entire speech 
without alteration be-
cause it is fundamen-
tally the message of 
the government, for 
which the governor’s 
office bears no respon-
sibility.

Widens the trust deficit

May lead to a Constitutional 
crisis

• Governor violating Arti-
cle 163.

• The state government 
may choose not to de-
fend the address, thus 
losing the confidence of 
the house.

Conclusion: According to the British constitutional law expert Ivor Jennings, the Governor can correct errors and 
suggest changes or revisions to the address, but the Cabinet has the final say.
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Related topic: History of TN
Context: TN Governor sparked a dispute by stating 
his preference for the word ‘Tamizhagam’ to refer to 
the state rather than Tamil Nadu.
Tamizhagam or ancient TN during Sangam Age:

                     
A short history of Tamil Nadu:

• Social activist E V Ramasamy/ Periyar (1879-
1973) started the Self-Respect Movement in 
1925 to reclaim the identity and self-respect 
of Tamils. 

• He envisaged an independent Dravida home-
land of Dravida Nadu, comprising Tamil, Ma-
layalam, Telugu and Kannada speakers.

• He launched a political party called the Dravi-
dar Kazhagam (DK) and opposed the imposi-
tion of Hindi and emphasised the need for a 
cultural identity of the Tamil nation.

• It was on January 14, 1969, that the Madras 
State was officially renamed Tamil Nadu, un-
der the then Chief Minister CN Annadurai, 
who was silent on the demand for an inde-
pendent Dravida Nadu.

• He instead decided to work for greater auton-
omy for Tamil Nadu and better cooperation 
among the southern states.

 
Insta Links: The office of the Governor

Mains Links: 
Q. Though not very useful from the point of view of 
a connected political history of South India, the San-
gam literature portrays the social and economic condi-
tions of its time with remarkable vividness. Comment. 
(UPSC 2013)

Judiciary

CASE FOR REFORMING COLLEGI-
UM: SUGGESTIONS BY LAW MIN-

ISTER

Context: 
The Union Minister for Law and Justice has written to 
the CJI suggesting that a nominee of the government 
should be included in the collegium that makes recom-
mendations for the appointment of judges. 

Background: 
The suggestion to the CJI comes in the backdrop of -

• An ongoing tussle between the government 
and the judiciary on the issue of the appoint-
ment of judges. 

• A Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) is pending 
finalisation.

What is the MOP?
• It is the official playbook agreed upon by the 

government and the judiciary and governs the 
collegium system of appointing judges.

• Since the collegium system evolved through a 
series of SC rulings (First (1981), Second (1993) 
and Third (1998) Judges Cases), the MoP is the 
bedrock of the process of appointments.

• The MoP was sought to be re-negotiated after 
the SC struck down (4:1) 2015 the National Judi-
cial Appointments Commission (NJAC).

• Draft MoPs, which include eligibility criteria, a 
new secretariat and a mechanism to deal with 
complaints against proposed candidates, were 
exchanged during 2015-17. 

The bone of contention in the MoP and SC’s 
take on the appointment process:

• The insertion of a “national security” clause 
that may prevent an appointment was a major 
point of contention.

• The SC in a 2017 judgement (a suo motu con-
tempt proceeding against Justice C S Karnan, 
then a judge of the Calcutta HC) highlights, 
	The need to revisit the process of selec-

tion and appointment of judges to the 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/03/12/insights-into-editorial-the-office-of-the-governor/
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constitutional courts.
	The necessity to establish an effective 

legal regime to deal with situations 
where the conduct of a constitutional 
court judge necessitates remedial ac-
tions (other than impeachment).

• The SC has initiated a contempt case against 
the government for not adhering to the time-
lines set out in the MoP and court rulings.

Government’s stand:
• The MoP is under finalisation by the Govern-

ment in consultation with the SC Collegium.
• The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Law 

and Justice voiced concern, given that the MoP 
had been pending for more than seven years.

What does the Law Minister’s suggestion im-
ply?

• Government representatives should be a part 
of the SC (CJI and four senior-most judges of the 
apex court) and HC (Chief Justice and two se-
nior-most judges of a particular HC) Collegiums. 

• A departure from the NJAC

The opposition to the suggestion:
• This remedy is a poison pill for an independent 

judiciary.
• A representative of the Government alone at-

tacks not only the independence of the judiciary 
but also the competitive balance between the 
ruling party and the opposition.

Insta Links: The impasse over the appointment of 
judges

INCLUSIVITY IN JUDICIARY

Context:
• The SC Collegium headed by CJI reiterated its 

decision to appoint five advocates as HC judg-
es, including a senior advocate (Saurabh Kirpal), 
who if appointed, could be India’s first openly 
gay judge

• Earlier the government had sought reconsider-
ation of these names

• The importance of diversity and inclusivity in 
the judiciary 

• Constitutional Morality vs Majoritarian and So-
cial Morality

• Transformative Constitutionalism and a Living 
Constitution

What are the objections made by the govern-
ment?

• A candidate’s sexual orientation and his “for-
eign-national” partner.

• An advocate sharing content critical of the PM 
on social media.

Government’s position behind these objections: Ac-
cording to the Union Law Ministry, despite the fact that 
homosexuality is no longer a crime in India, same-sex 
marriage is still not recognized in either codified statu-
tory law or uncodified personal law.

On what grounds Collegium reiterated its de-
cision:

• The SC (in Navtej Singh Johar case 2018), has 
established the constitutional position that ev-
ery individual is entitled to maintain their own 
dignity and individuality, based on sexual orien-
tation.

• It would be clearly contrary to the SC’s consti-
tutional principles to reject the candidacy on 
the basis of sexual orientation.

• There is no reason to believe that the candi-
date’s Swiss national partner would be hostile 
to India because his home country is friendly.

• All citizens have the right to free speech and 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/12/08/the-impasse-over-the-appointment-of-judges/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/12/08/the-impasse-over-the-appointment-of-judges/
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expression, and the views critical to govern-
ment do not disentitle a candidate from holding 
a constitutional office so long as s/he is a person 
of competence, merit and integrity.

Significance of appointing a judge of different 
sexual orientation: 

• His appointment will add value to the Bench of 
the Delhi HC and provide inclusion and diversi-
ty. 

• Diverse judges challenge and enhance one an-
other’s perspectives.

Significance of Diversity in our Judiciary:
• It refers to efforts to ensure that the composi-

tion of a nation’s judiciary reflects the diversity 
of the population it serves

• Eg: measures to increase the representation of 
women, minorities, SC/STs, Divyangjan and oth-
er vulnerable sections like LGBTQ community.

• “The social & geographical diversity must find its 
reflection at all levels of the judiciary as diversi-
ty on the bench promotes diversity of opinions 
& efficiency. People from different backgrounds 
enrich the Bench with their diverse experienc-
es.”: Former CJI Ramana.

Conclusion: 
Several judgments have advanced and advocated for 
the rights of the LGBTQIA+ community. We must not 
sacrifice constitutional morality at the altar of social 
morality. The SC’s decision to make public the Govern-
ment’s objections shed some light on the process, but it 
also heightens tensions with the Centre. Questions will 
be raised as to why the Collegium released only three 
objections, rather than all. 

The Collegium system and the process for appoint-
ing judges to the higher judiciary:

• The Collegium system (headed by the incum-
bent CJI) is the way by which judges of the SC 
and HCs are appointed and transferred. 

• The Collegium system is not rooted in the 
Constitution or a specific law promulgated 
by Parliament, rather it has evolved through 
judgments of the SC.

• The Government’s role:
	Names recommended for appoint-

ment reach the Government only af-
ter approval by the Collegium.

	The role of the government in this 
entire process is limited to getting an 
inquiry conducted by the Intelligence 
Bureau (IB) if an advocate is to be el-
evated as a judge in an HC or the SC. 

	The government may also object to 
and seek clarification on the Collegi-
um’s choices, but if the Collegium re-
iterates the same names, the govern-
ment is bound to appoint them.

Quotes:
“We cannot change history but can pave a way for a bet-
ter future. The Constitution is a living organism and it has 
to be given life. It is time to bid adieu to prejudicial percep-
tions deeply ingrained in societal mindset.”- Navtej Singh 
Johar v. Union of India

InstaCurious:
DOCTRINE OF MANIFEST ARBITRARINESS:
If a law is drastically unreasonable, capricious, irra-
tional or without adequate determining principle, 
excessive & disproportionate, it would be manifest-
ly arbitrary.
Eg: Navtej Singh Johar’s judgement held that Sec-
tion 377 was “manifestly arbitrary”
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Insta Links: Law Minister’s suggestion to CJI on the ap-
pointment of judges: The context and background
    

Issues relating to Health, Education

WHAT PLAGUES RURAL HEALTH-
CARE?

Context: 
According to the Union Ministry of Health & Family Wel-
fare’s Rural Health Statistics 2021-2022, India’s rural 
healthcare system continues to be plagued by a short-
fall on two critical fronts - doctors and infrastructure. 

The Indian healthcare system is divided into:
• Sub-centres (SC): These are the first point of 

contact for a patient, catering to a population of 
3,000-5,000. 

• Primary Health Centres (PHC): SC is succeed-
ed by a PHC, which is required to look after the 
daily needs of 20,000-30,000 people (50,000-
75,000 in urban areas).

• Community Health Centres (CHC): They provide 
referrals and access to specialists, catering to 
80,000-120,000 people (0.25-0.5 million in ur-
ban areas). 

 

Key highlights of the Rural Health Statistics 
2021-2022:

• There is a shortage of 83.2% of surgeons, 74.2% 
of obstetricians and gynaecologists, 79.1% of 
physicians and 81.6% of paediatricians.

• Less than half the PHC (45%) function on a 24x7 
basis. 

• Of the 5,480 functioning CHCs, only 541 have all 
four specialists.

• SC, PHC and CHC facilities are overburdened 
across the board, with SCs currently looking af-
ter more than 5,000 people, PHCs catering to 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/01/17/law-ministers-suggestion-to-cji-on-the-appointment-of-judges-the-context-and-background/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/01/17/law-ministers-suggestion-to-cji-on-the-appointment-of-judges-the-context-and-background/
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36,049 people and CHCs to 164,027 people. 
• This, coupled with a human resource shortage 

(like auxiliary nurse midwives - ANM), plagues 
access to adequate and quality healthcare.
	The shortage was most pronounced 

in Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Himachal 
Pradesh, Odisha and Uttarakhand.

	SCs, PHCs and CHCs had more staff in 
2021, at the height of the deadly sec-
ond wave of COVID-19, as compared to 
now. 

Other challenges faced:
• Low quality of care 
• Poor accountability
• Absenteeism: “Even if the personnel are pres-

ent, their level of participation in providing 
health services, may not be at desirable levels 
due to lack of supplies, inadequate infrastruc-
ture facilities, poor monitoring of the staff, and 
so on.”-Economic Survey 2018-19 

• Lack of awareness
• Limited access to facilities
• According to the National Health Profile (NHP) 

2019, there are only 1.5 government hospitals 
per 100,000 population in rural India, com-
pared to 3.5 in urban areas

Government initiatives to transform rural 
healthcare:

• Under Ayushman Bharat, the existing SCs and 
PHCs are being transformed into AB-Health and 
Wellness Centres (HWCs) to deliver preventive, 
curative, palliative and rehabilitative services 
which are universal, free and close to the com-
munity.

• PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure 
Mission (PM-ABHIM) envisages increased in-
vestments in public health to provide better ac-
cess to health in rural areas by:
	Strengthening of HWCs in villages and 

cities for early detection of diseases
	Support for Block Public Health Units 

(BPHU) in 11 high-focus States
	Integrated district public health labora-

tories in all districts, etc.
• National Ambulance Service under National 

Health Mission (NHM) for free transportation to 
health facilities.

Contribution of the National Rural Health Mis-
sion (NRHM):

• While there has been a decline in the past year, a 
huge improvement has been recorded as com-
pared to 2005, when the government launched 
the NRHM (now subsumed under NHM).

• For example, the number of allopathic doctors 
at PHCs has increased from 20,308 in 2005 to 
30,640 in 2022, which is about a 51% increase. 

Conclusion:
• The focus should be placed on improving rural 

healthcare infrastructure and human resourc-
es. This will ensure that Indians living in even 
the most remote areas have access to effective 
healthcare. 

• This would be in line with India’s commitments 
as a welfare state and would also aid in the 
achievement of SDG 3 - Health for All.

InstaCurious: 
Human Resources for Health (HRH)
As per WHO, Human Resources for Health (HRH) 
are defined as “the stock of all individuals engaged 
in the promotion, protection or improvement of 
population health”. This includes both public and 
private sectors and different domains of health 
systems, such as personal curative and preventive 
care, non-personal public health interventions, 
disease prevention, health promotion services, re-
search, management and support services
Health systems require human resources for health 
(HRH) to ensure healthcare for all. According to 
the World Health Organisation (WHO), HRH scarci-
ty primarily affects low- and lower-middle-income 
countries (LICs and LMICs) like India

Quote:
Dr Devi Shetty, one of India’s most renowned doc-
tors, remarked, “Beds do not treat people. Doc-
tors, nurses, and paramedics are the ones who do 
it.”
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Insta Links: Rural Healthcare

Mains Links: 
Q. Appropriate local community-level healthcare in-
tervention is a prerequisite to achieving ‘Health for 
All’ in India. Explain. (UPSC 2018)

BRIGHT SPOTS, AREAS OF CON-
CERN IN ASER 2022

Context: 
Following two years of school closures caused by 
Covid-19, the recently released 17th Annual Status of 

Education Report (ASER) for 2022 contains both bright 
spots and areas of concern.

Background:
• Pratham, a non-governmental organisation 

(NGO), has been surveying children aged 6 to 14 
and publishing ASER since 2005 to track trends 
in school enrolment, attendance, and reading 
and arithmetic abilities.

• This year’s report (published after 2018) sur-
veyed 7 lakh children in 19,060 villages across 
616 districts across the country.

ASER 2022

Bright spots Areas of concern

● School enrolment touched a record high 
(98.4% in 2022, 97.2% in 2018)

● The proportion of girls (aged 11-14) not en-
rolled has reduced (10.3% in 2006, 4.1% in 
2018, 2% in 2022)

● The percentage of children (aged 11 - 14) en-
rolled in government schools has risen from 
65% in 2018 to 71.7% in 2022

● A small, steady increase in the children avail-
ing private tuitions (from 26.4% to 30.5% be-
tween 2018-22)

● Improvement in the AVAILABILITY OF 
SMARTPHONES

○ In 2022, the availability of smart-
phones in the homes of enrolled stu-
dents has nearly doubled from 

● % of CHILDREN NOT GOING TO SCHOOL:
○ It has dropped to 2% or below for the 

first time in 2022
○ Even after prolonged school closures 

during the pandemic period, the pro-
portion of children not enrolled in 
school continued to decline between 
2018 and 2022.

● Drop in learning levels of foundational literacy 
and numeracy (FLN)

● For example, in 2022, the basic reading ability 
of children in Class 3 dipped by 6.8% points from 
27.2% in 2018 and the proportion of children in 
Class 3 who could do at least subtraction fell to 
25.9% (from 28.2%)

https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-rural-development/issues-related-to-rural-development-in-india/rural-healthcare/
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What can be deduced from the 
ASER 2022 findings?

Govt scheme to promote FLN Way ahead

Why has enrolment in govern-
ment schools increased? Improve-
ments in infrastructure; distribu-
tion of textbooks, midday meals 
during lockdown; job losses, and 
the closure of budget private 
schools in rural areas.

Why did private tuition increase? 
More flexible to adapt (If a person 
is unable to pay, they can pay lat-
er) and provided extra assistance 
to children when schools were 
closed.

• The National Education Policy 
2020

• The National Initiative for Pro-
ficiency in Reading with Under-
standing and Numeracy (NI-
PUN) Bharat

• Foundational Literacy and Nu-
meracy mission

• Integration between the Angan-
wadi and school systems is criti-
cal.

• Particularly the education com-
ponent of the Anganwadi system 
must be adequately funded.

Conclusion: 
FLN is critical for increasing the country’s productivity in 
terms of human capital. As a result, the government’s 
priority should be to raise learning and teaching stan-
dards.
Insta Links: Needed, education data that engages the 
poor parent

Mains Links:
Q. National Education Policy 2020 is in conformity with 
Sustainable Development Goal 4 (2030). It intends to 
restructure and reorient the education system in In-
dia. Critically examine the statement. (UPSC 2020)
Issues relating to poverty and hunger

MALNUTRITION RISKING CHIL-
DREN’S LIVES: WHO

Context: 
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), con-
flict, climate shocks, the ongoing impacts of COVID-19 
and rising living costs are rendering increasing numbers 
of children acutely malnourished. 

Malnutrition:
• Malnutrition refers to deficiencies, excesses or 

imbalances in a person’s intake of energy and/or 
nutrients. 

• It covers 2 broad groups of conditions - 
	Undernutrition: It includes stunting 

(low height for age), wasting (low 
weight for height), underweight (low 
weight for age) and micronutrient de-
ficiencies or insufficiencies (a lack of 
important vitamins and minerals). 

	Overweight: It includes obesity and 
diet-related noncommunicable dis-
eases (such as heart disease, stroke, 
diabetes, and cancer).

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/06/03/insights-editorial-analysis-needed-education-data-that-engages-the-poor-parent/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/06/03/insights-editorial-analysis-needed-education-data-that-engages-the-poor-parent/
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Findings of the WHO:
• The global food crisis is leading to a health crisis, 

resulting in a vicious cycle - malnutrition leads 
to disease and disease leads to malnutrition.

● Wasting/acute malnutrition, which is the dead-
liest form of undernutrition, is a major threat to 
children’s lives and their long-term health and 
development.

● More than 30 million children in the 15 
worst-affected countries suffer from this and 8 
million of these children are severely wasted.

● Meanwhile, critical health, nutrition and other 
life-saving services are becoming less accessi-
ble.

Efforts taken in this direction:
• Five UN agencies including WHO is calling for ac-

celerated progress on the Global Action Plan on 
Child Wasting. 

• These agencies are Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization (FAO), UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), World 
Food Programme (WFP) and WHO.  

• The action plan aims to prevent, detect and 
treat acute malnutrition among children in the 
worst-affected countries: Afghanistan, Burkina 
Faso, Chad, etc.

Way ahead:
• There is the need for urgent decisive and time-

ly action to prevent this crisis from becoming a 
tragedy. 

• Greater investment in support of a coordinated 
UN response is the need of the hour.

Malnutrition in India:
● Despite decades of investment to tackle this 

malaise, India’s child malnutrition rates 
(which contributes to a third of the global 
burden of undernutrition) are still one of the 
most alarming in the world. 

● The Global Hunger Index (2022), which is 
calculated on the basis of total undernourish-
ment of the population, child stunting, wast-
ing and child mortality, places India at the 
107th spot among 121 countries.

            

                               

Insta Links: Malnutrition

Mains Links:
 Q. Can the vicious cycle of gender inequality. poverty 
and malnutrition to be broken through microfinancing 
of women SHGs? Explain with examples. (UPSC 2021).
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Governance

THE CASE OF ONLINE CHILD 
ABUSE

Context: 
A study jointly conducted by CRY — Child Rights and 
You and Chanakya National Law University, Patna stat-
ed that online sexual exploitation and abuse (OCSEA), 
has extended its presence across India during the pan-
demic and the extent of such crimes is becoming a mat-
ter of concern.

Key findings from POCSO and Beyond: Under-
standing Online Safety during COVID Report - 

• Adolescent girls and boys within 14-18 years, 
belonging to the lower income strata were fig-
ured as the most vulnerable age group.

• Just 30 per cent of the parents said they would 
go to the police station and file a complaint, 
while 70 per cent ruled out that possibility.

• Only 16 per cent of parents claimed to be fa-
miliar with any OCSEA-related laws, indicating 
a lack of information and faith in the legal sys-
tem and law enforcement.

• Nearly 33 per cent of the parents among the re-
spondents reported that strangers approached 
their children via Online Platforms.

Laws on sharing of online Child Sexual Abusive 
Material (CSAM) in India: 

• In India, viewing adult pornography in private 
is not an offence.

• As per the Information Technology (IT) Act, 
2002, it is punishable to show children any por-
nographic content.

Current system of detecting CSAM in India:
• Help from foreign agencies
• Operation Megh Chakra and Operation Car-

bon: launched by the CBI.

India’s efforts so far:
• ‘Aarambh India’:  a Mumbai-based NGO, part-

nered with the IWF, and launched India’s first 
online reporting portal to report images and 
videos of child abuse. 

• National cybercrime reporting portal 
• Jairam Ramesh Committee made recommen-

dations on ‘the alarming issue of pornography 
on social media and its effect on children and 
society as a whole’. 

• State governments are increasingly adopting 
“Child-Friendly Policing” to encourage report-
ing of abuses.

Major Initiatives for Preventing Child Sexual 
Abuse in India:

• POCSO Act, 2012
• Integrated Child Protection Scheme
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• Child Abuse Prevention and Investigation Unit
• Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao
• Juvenile Justice Act/Care and Protection Act, 

2000
• Child Marriage Prohibition Act (2006)
• Child Labour Prohibition and Regulation Act, 

2016
• Operation Smile

Effects of Sexual Abuse on Child:
• Children fall for post-traumatic stress disorder 

diagnosis, depression, conduct disorders, at-
tention deficit hyperactivity disorder, and ob-
sessive-compulsive disorder.

• Strong feelings of hopelessness, suicidal ide-
ation, and suicidal attempt.

• Getting detached from family and friends.

Ethical aspects related to Child Abuse:
• Deteriorating moral ideologies in the society – 

rising cases of paedophilia.
• Parents trying to not open up with their chil-

dren or talk about this in society.

Insta Links:
• Child Abuse
• An online fight where children need to be saved

Bilateral relations

THE QATAR CONUNDRUM

Context: 

Eight former Indian Navy soldiers arrested by Qatari au-
thorities in August have been imprisoned in Doha for 
more than four and a half months.

Background:
• The eight veterans were in a defence services 

provider company owned by an Omani nation-
al, who was also arrested along with the eight 
Indians.

• Commander Purnendu Tiwari (retd) received 
the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman award 2019 (the 
only person from the armed forces to receive 
the honour) for his contributions to improving 
India-Qatar ties.

• According to the company’s website, it provided 
training, logistics and maintenance services to 
the Qatari Emiri Naval Force (QENF) - the naval 
branch of the armed forces of the State of Qatar. 

• The charges against the men have not been 
made public, but their solitary confinement has 
led to speculation of their detention in connec-
tion with a security-related offence.

India and Qatar - A history of friendly ties:
• Since diplomatic relations between India and 

Qatar were established in 1973, the two coun-
tries have maintained friendly relations.

• Since the visit of India’s PM (Manmohan Singh) 
in 2008, the first by an Indian PM, the relation-
ship has strengthened. 

• When the Qatari Emir (Sheikh Tamim Bin Ha-
mad Al Thani) visited in 2015, five MoUs entail-
ing cooperation in several fields were signed. 

• An agreement on prisoner repatriation was 
made, permitting citizens of India or Qatar who 
have been convicted and sentenced for a crime 
to be extradited back to their home country to 
serve the remainder of their prison sentence.

• The two sides have agreed to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 
relations in 2023.

Indian community: 
It is the largest expatriate group in Qatar which is esti-
mated to be around 800,000 Indians. They are contrib-
uting in a variety of areas, the most visible of which is 
the projects related to the Qatar 2022 FIFA World Cup.

InstaCurious: 
Article 19 of the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child (CRC) states the following:
States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, 
administrative, social and educational measures to 
protect the child from all forms of physical or men-
tal violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent 
treatment, maltreatment or Exploitation, including 
sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal 
guardian(s) or any other person who has the care 
of the child.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-children/child-abuse/
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Economic ties: 
In 2021, India was one of Qatar’s top four export desti-
nations, as well as one of the top three import sources. 
The bilateral trade is about $15 billion, with over $13 
billion in LNG and LPG exports from Qatar.

Defence co-operation: 
The India-Qatar Defence Cooperation Agreement, 
signed in 2008 and officially described as a “pillar” of 
Indian-Qatar cooperation, was extended for another 
five years in 2018. 

• The pact included training of the QENF by India, 
as well as mutual visits.

• Two editions of a joint naval exercise called Zair 
Al Bahr have been held.

Recent challenges in the relationship:
India-Qatar ties in perspective of India-Arab relations:

• The eruption of the Qatar diplomatic crisis in 
2017 complicated India’s relations with the Arab 
Gulf states. 

• The Indian government referred to the rift as an 
internal matter involving the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries. 

• The Saudi-led bloc’s closing of sea, land, and air 
borders appeared to present Delhi with hurdles 
in maintaining trading links with Qatar.

• However, the feared negative consequences of 
the dispute never occurred. After Delhi tempo-
rarily halted exports to Qatar, normal commer-
cial flows between the two countries resumed.

India is being painted as anti-Muslim: 
The first major test of the relationship (after 2017) was 
a ruling party’s spokesperson’s derogatory references 
to the Prophet on a TV show. Qatar was the first coun-
try to react and demand a “public apology” from India.

The jailing of the eight ex-Navy personnel: 
The second major challenge signalled that all is not well 
with the relationship.

Conclusion:
• The long custody of the veterans for reasons 

not yet in the public domain is a test for Indian 
diplomacy and its engagement with the Indian 
diaspora.

• The well-being of Indians abroad should be the 
priority by reaching out personally to individu-
als in need or their families.

Insta Links: Qatar’s isolation

Mains Links: 
Q. The question of India’s Energy Security constitutes 
the most important part of India’s economic progress. 
Analyze India’s energy policy cooperation with West 
Asian Countries. (UPSC 2017)

Prelims Links: (UPSC 2014)

Q. Turkey is located between
1. Black Sea and Caspian Sea
2. Black Sea and Mediterranean Sea
3. Gulf of Suez and Mediterranean Sea
4. Gulf of Aqaba and Dead Sea
Ans: 2

INDIA-MALDIVES RELATION

Context: 
The External Affairs Minister (EAM) of India visited 
Maldives when the presidential election in Maldives is 
around the corner.

Background:
• The incumbent president’s (Solih) announce-

ment to run for a second term, has been op-
posed within his party by former president and 
leader of the Maldivian Democratic Party (MDP) 
Mohamed Nasheed.

• Though Solih’s foreign policy expressly roots for 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2017/06/20/insights-editorial-qatars-isolation/
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“India First”, he is also careful about not alien-
ating China.

• Yameen had a pro-China tilt and has run an an-
ti-India campaign (‘India Out’ campaign recent-
ly) alleging that the MDP government has sold 
out to India and permitted Indian troops to be 
based on Maldivian soil.

What happened during the EAM’s visit?
• Inaugurated an international airport developed 

by India ($ 136.6-million) at Hanimadhoo in 
Haaa Dahaalu atoll. 
	This is India’s second largest infrastruc-

ture project after the ($500 million) 
Greater Male Connectivity project, 
which aims to connect the Maldives 
capital to three neighbouring highlands.

	Both are prestige projects for Delhi that 
compete in scale with the Chinese-built 
Male-Hulumale-Hulhule bridge and the 
Hulumale airport.

• Inaugurated an India-funded community cen-
tre In the Foakaidhoo island in the nearby Shavi-
yani atoll.

• Handed over two sea ambulances to the Mal-
dives Defence Ministry.

• In the Manadhoo island of Noonu atoll, the two 
sides signed three MoUs, including -
	A proposed collaboration between Co-

chin University and the Maldives Na-
tional University, and 

	A $100 million grant for “high impact 
community development” projects. 

• The focus of the discussion was on develop-
ment cooperation, capacity building and peo-
ple-to-people ties. 

Significance of Maldives for India:
• A country crucial to India’s interests in the Indi-

an Ocean. 
• In the past five years, Delhi’s Neighbourhood 

First and SAGAR (Security and Growth for All 
in the Region) policies have found expression in 
the improvement of ties. 

• Maldives is part of the India-driven Colombo 
Security Conclave. 

India’s message to Maldives:
• India is a committed partner in the Maldives’s 

journey of progress and transformation. 
• The “new disruptions” in the current geopoli-

tics has made the collaboration even more im-
portant.

Conclusion: 
• Maldives is an important player of India’s Indian 

Ocean diplomacy. As a result, India cannot take 
the Maldives’ anti-India campaign for granted. 

• India should use its goodwill to persuade both 
citizens and leaders of Maldives of the impor-
tance of India in Maldives’ development.

Insta Curious: China’s Debt-trap/cheque-book di-
plomacy vs. India’s development cooperation and 
an empowerment model of diplomacy 

Quotes:

“We are good neighbours. We are strong partners. 
We have mutually invested in development and 
progress. But we also together have responsibility 
for peace and security in the region.”- EAM Jais-
hankar

“Maldives–India relation, goes beyond diploma-
cy. Our values, our cultures, and our histories are 
intertwined, making it a traditional relationship. 
Our centuries-old relationship is grown with po-
litical trust, economic cooperation and coherent 
strategic policies between our two countries.”- 
Solih on his visit to India in 2021 
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Insta Links: India-Maldives relations

Mains Links: 
Q. Discuss the political developments in the Maldives 
in the last two years. Should they be of any cause of 
concern to India? (UPSC 2013)

Prelims Links: (UPSC 2014)
Which one of the following pairs of islands is sep-

arated from each other by the ‘Ten Degree Chan-
nel’?

1. Andaman and Nicobar
2. Nicobar and Sumatra
3. Maldives and Lakshadweep
4. Sumatra and Java
Ans: 1

International institutions, agencies and fora

BLACKLISTING OF TERRORISTS: 
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?

Context: 
• The UN Security Council’s (UNSC) 1267 Al Qae-

da Sanctions Committee added Abdul Rehman 
Makki to its list of designated terrorists upon 
China withdrawing its ‘technical hold’. 

• Pakistan-based Makki is the deputy chief of the 
terror outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba and the brother-in-
law of its founder (Hafiz Saeed).

Background: 
• During India’s two-year (2021-22) tenure at the 

UNSC, five names were designated under the 
ISIL and Al Qaeda Sanctions Committee includ-
ing Abdul Rehman Makki.

• These names faced a “technical hold” from Chi-
na, while the other 14 members (permanent + 
non-permanent) of the UNSC supported the list-
ing.

• India and the US have listed Makki as a terrorist 
under their respective national laws.

• In October 2022, Pakistan was removed from 
the FATF grey list.

What is the 1267 Al Qaeda Sanctions Commit-

tee?
• The committee is part of the UNSC and its job 

is to implement international sanctions against 
terrorists. 

• It was established as the Al-Qaida and Taliban 
Sanctions Committee in 1999 after UNSC Reso-
lution 1267 designated Al-Qaeda and the Tali-
ban as terrorist bodies. 

• In 2011, a separate committee was formed for 
the Taliban.

What does the UN’s blacklisting of terrorists 
imply? 

• Resolution 1267 was adopted under Chapter VII 
of the UN Charter and requires all UN member 
states to - 
	Freeze the assets, 
	Prevent the entry into or transit through 

their territories, and 
	Prevent the direct or indirect supply, 

sale and transfer of arms and military 
equipment to any individual or entity 
associated with Al-Qaida.

• It is conducive to enhancing international coun-
terterrorism cooperation in response to terror-
ist threats.

Significance for India:
• Threats from terrorist organisations in the re-

gion remain high. (Makki being linked to seven 
terror attacks in India)

• Listings and sanctions by the UNSC are effective 
tools to curb such threats and dismantle terror 
infrastructure in the region. 

• It validates India’s commitment to a zero-toler-
ance policy toward terrorism.

• It will also inspire India to press the internation-
al community to take credible, verifiable, and 
irreversible action against terrorism.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/india-and-its-neighborhood/india-maldives-relations/
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FATF:
● It is an intergovernmental organisation 

founded in 1989 on the initiative of the G7 to 
develop policies to combat money launder-
ing. 

● In 2001, its mandate was expanded to include 
terror financing.

● Headquarters: It operates from Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) headquarters in Paris.

● Member Countries: It has 39 members (in-
cluding India) including two regional organ-
isations - the EU and GCC (Gulf cooperation 
council)

● Sessions: Its plenary (decision-making body) 
meets three times per year.

● Lists under FATF:
○ Grey List: It serves as a warning for the 

countries considered a safe haven for 
supporting terror funding and money 
laundering.

○ Black List: High-risk countries and 
Non-Cooperative Countries or Territo-
ries (NCCTs) are put on the blacklist. 
E.g., Iran, the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea (DPRK) and Myan-
mar.

                      

Insta Links: Sanctions under the UN Security Council 
Resolution 1267

Mains Links: 
Q. Analyse the complexity and intensity of terrorism, 
its causes, linkages and obnoxious nexus. Also, sug-
gest measures required to be taken to eradicate the 
menace of terrorism. (UPSC 2021)

GS3
Indian Economy

MFIS PRIME ROLE IN INDIA’S 
ECONOMIC GROWTH 

Context: 
As per the study conducted by PricewaterhouseCoo-
pers (PwC) and the Association of Microfinance Institu-
tions of India, Microfinance institutions (MFI), will play 
a leading role in the growth process of India.

What are MFIs?
Microfinance institutions (MFIs) are financial compa-
nies that provide small loans to people who do not 
have any access to banking facilities. The definition 
of “small loans” varies between countries. In India, all 
loans that are below Rs. 1 lakh can be considered mi-
croloans.

The Origin:
Microfinance institutions (MFIs) came into being in the 
90s as banks’ reluctance to lend to those without credit 
history provided an opportunity to those willing to take 
the risk and organize rural communities.  
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Significance of microfinance institutions in the 
economy

• Empowerment of women: About 95 per cent of 
loan products extended by microfinance institu-
tions are given to women, as well as those with 
disabilities.

• Access to credit esp. for the poor: It has act-
ed as a financial support system to low-income 
households by offering credit access to six crore 
borrowers in the last few years.

• Poverty alleviation: Microfinance disrupts the 
cycle of poverty by making more money avail-
able. They provide easy credit and offer small 
loans to customers, without any collateral.

• Savings in rural households: It helps the poor 
and marginalized section of society by making 
them aware of the financial instruments avail-
able for their help and also helps in developing 
a culture of saving. 

• Creating employment
• Social benefits: Families benefiting from micro-

loans are more likely to provide better and con-
tinued education for their children and quality 
healthcare facilities for family members.

• Digitization: From 2017 onwards, the Indian 
MFI industry embraced the digital route by us-
ing online delivery channels, mobile banking 
and e-wallets.

Issues concerning MFI:
• Minimal or no regulatory structure breeds an 

environment where customers are increasingly   
dissatisfied with microfinance services, culmi-
nating in the Andhra Pradesh crisis in 2010.

• Regulatory role of RBI wrt MFIs: RBI more or 
less caters to commercial and traditional banks 
more than it helps MFIs. 

• Very little regulation exists for NGO-MFIs and 
Cooperatives

• Delinquency among microfinance borrowers 
• Dependence on commercial banks
• Over-indebtedness of MFIs
• MFIs have strayed away from their original pur-

pose of poverty alleviation and social empower-
ment to short-term profit-making. 

• MFIs are harassing their clients who are usually 
too desperate to turn away from the credit be-
ing offered. This is true even when credit comes 
with the catch of high repayment rates.

Way forward
• MFIs must adopt more flexible operating mod-

els, providing skills training, and offering ser-
vices such as the portability of accounts.

• RBI’s new regulatory framework for Microfi-
nance institutions: RBI has recently released 
its Consultative Document on the Regulation 
of the Microfinance sector aimed at protecting 
and empowering borrowers. 

• A diversified menu of microloan products 
linked to sustainable income generation activ-
ities via micro-enterprises or the creation of 
community-based pooled enterprises could 
make it more attractive and compatible with the 
requirements of women.

• Linking developmental initiatives to an insti-
tution (hand-holding) to nurture, monitor, and 
handhold those activities in the formative stag-
es is crucial for sustainability.

Conclusion
As per the World Bank estimates, more than 500 mil-
lion people have improved their economic conditions 
via microfinance-related entities. Strengthening the 
credit check and debt collection processes and educat-
ing the villagers about products and consequences is 
important. 

Insta links: Microfinance Regulations

Mains Links: 
Q. By highlighting the significance of microfinance in-
stitutions in the economy, analyze if the present reg-
ulatory framework can effectively manage these insti-
tutions. (15M) 

START-UPS ARE POWERING IN-
DIA’S SPACE ODYSSEY 2.0

Context: 
With the space sector opening up, start-ups have begun 
to rapidly transform the industry. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/03/16/microfinance-regulations/
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Measures for encouraging the private sector in 
the space programme:
• Indian National Space Promotion and Authorisa-

tion Centre (IN-SPACe) in Ahmedabad.
	IN-SPACe is an autonomous, single-win-

dow nodal agency; formed to promote, 
authorise, monitor and supervise the 
space activities of Non-Governmental 
Private Entities (NGPEs) in India.

	With the formation of IN-SPACE, over 
100 companies have come up in this 
sector and in 2022 they raised as much 
as $110 million.

• Reforms in the space sector enable more private 
players to provide end-to-end services.

• NewSpace India Ltd (NSIL), is mandated to transfer 
the matured technologies developed by the ISRO to 
Indian industries.

• Change in strategy: the present supply-based mod-
el has been changed to a demand-driven model, 
wherein NSIL shall act as an aggregator of user re-
quirements and obtain commitments.

• Regulatory regime: 
	The first to be updated was the Space-

Com and SpaceRS policies, further liber-
alizing the traditional Satellite Commu-
nication and Remote Sensing sectors, 
respectively, thus enabling entrepre-
neurs and industries to take up end-to-
end activities in these domains

Private players’ entry will support the Indian 
space Industry in the following ways: 

• Participation in the private sector will give rise 
to new innovations and technology.

• It will provide an opportunity to harness the tal-
ent pool in the country, by providing them with 
immense opportunities for exploration.

• A reduction in the cost of operation with effi-
cient practices, building a supply chain to ac-
commodate the downstream players.

• Also, it will allow procuring non-Indian orbital 
resources to build their space-based systems for 
communication services in and outside India. 

Private players find smaller satellite markets a 
more lucrative option.
Advantages of smaller satellites: 

• Smaller satellites use industry-grade rather 
than space-grade components. 

• These smaller satellites are parked closer to 
earth, where radiation is lower and have a 
shorter lifespan. 

• Moreover, while an INSAT class satellite will 
cost at least ₹400 crores, smaller satellites can 
be built for just ₹10 crores

• Above all, they do not need large launch vehi-
cles such as the PSLV or GSLV, which cost ₹300 
crore and ₹450 crores, respectively.

• Potential: According to European Space Agency 
data, anywhere between 70,000 to 100,000 sat-
ellites will be launched in the next 15 years and 
over 80% will be small satellites weighing less 
than 500 kg. 

Role of ISRO in the Private space industry: 
• The private sector will rely on ISRO for infra-

structure—be it launch facilities, tracking sys-
tems, technology transfers and capacity building

• ISRO will focus on non-commercial greater 
complexity scientific missions such as focusing 
on deep-space missions and putting an Indian in 
space through its Gaganyaan mission. 

• ISRO has set up NewSpace India Ltd (NSIL) to 
handle the commercial end of the business. 

• ISRO is the 6th largest space agency in the 
world and holds an exceptional success rate

• Indian Space Association (ISpA): ISpA aspires to 
be the collective voice of the Indian Space in-
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dustry. 
• The introduction of the Indian Space Activities 

Bill will give greater clarity to private players on 
how to be an integral part of the space sector.

Limitations of the private sector in space:  
• Policy Bottlenecks: India is yet to legislate spe-

cific space laws to regulate the private sector. 
Hence, ensuring openness and clarity about the 
working framework becomes difficult in the cur-
rent situation.

• Monopolization: Space is capital intensive in-
dustry, and only a few rich corporates can af-
ford the investment. Hence, accommodating 
all players and ensuring an equitable platform 
becomes difficult.

• Funding: India’s space budget of $1.7 billion (in 
2022) was minuscule compared to the US’s $30 
billion and China’s $14 billion (which includes $1 
billion from its private players).

• Profit Motive: Space in general, should be an 
enabler of Technological equity for citizens. This 
aspect becomes difficult to ensure when private 
entities operate with profit interest.

• Intellectual property issue: The lack of a robust 
space-centric IPR policy in India, raises issues 
regarding sharing and diversification of space 
resources.

Conclusion
At present, India needs a space policy, which can be 
clear and liberal on private players. With this proposed 
new policy for space, India wants to tap into the private 
sector, which could help the industry grow. 

Insta Links
Mains Links: 
Q. The mission Prarambh, marks the Indian private 
sector’s first foray into the promising space launch 
market, opening opportunities for the privatisation of 
space which is heavily dominated by ISRO. Discuss.

Prelims Links:
Q. With reference to India’s satellite launch ve-

hicles, consider the following statements: (UPSC 
2018)

1. PSLVs launch the satellites useful for Earth 
resources monitoring whereas GSLVs are designed 
mainly to launch communication satellites.

2. Satellites launched by PSLV appear to remain 
permanently fixed in the same position in the sky, 
as viewed from a particular location on Earth.

3. GSLV Mk III is a four-staged launch vehicle 
with the first and third stages using solid rocket mo-
tors; and the second and fourth stages using liquid 
rocket engines.

Which of the statements given above is/are cor-
rect?

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 
(c) 1 and 2 
(d) 3 only

Ans: A
The satellites in geosynchronous orbits appear to 

remain permanently fixed in the same position in 
the sky. Hence, statement 2 is not correct.

GSLV-Mk III is a three-stage launch vehicle with 
four liquid strap-ons. The indigenously developed 
Cryogenic Upper Stage (CUS), forms the third stage 
of GSLV Mk III. 

Industrial policy

FAKE NEWS REGULATION

Context: 
• The Ministry of Electronics and Information 

Technology (MeitY) proposed a draft rule - Rule 
3(1)(b)(v) of the amended version of the IT (In-
termediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics 
Code) Rules 2021.

• The proposed rule requires social media plat-
forms to take down content that has been “fact-
checked” by the Press Information Bureau’s 
(PIB) fact-check unit (or any other agency au-
thorised by the Central Government) as false.

Background: 
The amended version of the IT Rules 2021 was enlarged 
to include the removal of fake news from online inter-
mediaries.

The larger issue of fake news in India:
Meaning: 

• Fake news is any piece of misleading malicious-
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ly false information circulating through print 
media, electronic media or social media. 

•  ‘Yellow Journalism’ and ‘Tabloid Journalism’ 
are the terms used for fake news.

Motive:
• To increase their viewership and TRP through 

eye-catching headlines and cooked-up news. 
• To spread propaganda/personal agenda/image 

building/defaming someone.

Impact:
• Negative impact on law and order of the state 

as well as the safety and security of the citizens. 
(31 mob lynchings due to fake news of being 
child abductors)

• Breed communal hatred and disturbs the com-
munal harmony in a society.

• Affects the election outcomes via fabricated 
articles, audio, videos, and election campaigns.  
(Fake news accused of tampering U.S Presiden-
tial elections)

Laws to curb fake news:
• Section 66 D of the IT Act 2008 regulates offenc-

es related to electronic communication.
• The Disaster Management Act 2005 and the 

Epidemic Diseases Act 1897 (especially during 
Covid-19) regulate the circulation of fake news 
or rumours that can cause panic among citizens.

• The Indian Penal Code of 1860 regulates fake 
news that causes riots and information that 
causes defamation.

Challenges in curbing fake news:
• At present, there are a total of 692 million ac-

tive internet users in India, including 351 mil-
lion from rural India and 341 million from urban 
India (IAMAI Report 2022, titled – Internet in 
India).
	Due to end-to-end encryption of mes-

sages, third parties will not have any 
access to these messages. 

	Hence, such fake news comes to the at-
tention of the administration only if it is 
reported.

• There is no dedicated fake news law. 
• The use of internet shutdowns to curb the 

spreading of fake news has been an effective 
way.

Concerns related to Rule 3(1)(b)(v) of the 
amended version of the IT Rules 2021:

• Anything contradicted by the government might 
be used to justify-content takedowns.

• The PIB’s fact-checking unit (established in 
2019) verifies news about government minis-
tries, departments, and schemes.
	But it rarely explains why information 

has been identified as false or mislead-
ing and, on some occasions, it tweeted 
incorrect information.

Way ahead
• A very strict fake news law is the need of the 

hour.
• Linking Aadhar to social media accounts, as 

suggested by Attorney General could be help-
ful.

• Being a digitally responsible citizen -
	By just rechecking the information from 

some authentic sources 
	By applying common sense without 

getting biased 

Some best practices:
• Facebook has partnered with a fact-checking 

website to check the authenticity of messages 
circulating through it. 

• In 2018, Google news trained 8000 journalists 
in different Indian languages to spread aware-
ness about Fake news and fact-checking.

Insta Links: The picture is clear, it is top-down misin-
formation

Mains Links: 
Q. What are social networking sites and what security 
implications do these sites present? (UPSC 2013)

Environmental Conservation

HUMAN DISTURBANCE ALTERING 
HABITATS, ROUTINES OF ANI-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/06/25/insights-into-editorial-the-picture-is-clear-it-is-top-down-misinformation/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/06/25/insights-into-editorial-the-picture-is-clear-it-is-top-down-misinformation/
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MALS

Context: 
A new finding on animal behaviours
An animal must be at the right place, at the right time, 
to avoid predators, find food, and reproduce success-
fully.

• As an analogy: The interactions between the 
animals in a given ecosystem are like a theatrical 
production. For the production to be a success, 
each actor has to be on stage, in the right place, 
and they must act and deliver their lines at the 
right time.

Threats: 
• As per the new study, human activities might 

disturb these ecological interactions and in-
crease interspecies encounters.

• Impact of farms: Wild animals of different spe-
cies were more likely to come to human-altered 
landscapes, like farms than in more undisturbed 
locations, such as national forests.

• Frequent interaction can lead to intensifying 
competition for resources or increasing the risk 
of interspecies disease transmission.

• Even when the animals do not come face-to-
face, simply hearing or smelling a predator can 
have “dramatic effects” on the behaviours of 
prey species

What is an ecological niche?
In ecology, the term “niche” describes the role an or-
ganism plays in a community. 

What is an Ecosystem?

                            

In another study (DTE), it has been found that:
•	 Ants may be unable to adapt to global warming, 

leaving them highly vulnerable to the impacts of cli-
mate change.

•	 The insects are cold-blooded creatures, also called 
ectotherms. Their body temperatures depend on 
external sources like sunlight. Humans (endo-
therms), on the other hand, maintain their body 
temperature without relying on the environment.

Importance of Ants:
•	 Ants are often called “ecosystem’s engineers”. 

These insects move the soil during nest-building 
and foraging, affecting the level of nutrients in it.

Image Credit: Earth Reminder
Interesting facts about Ants

Images credit: Green Humor
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Insta Links
• Rubber plantations in Tripura affecting mon-

keys, vegetation, suggests paper
• Environment

Mains Links: 
Q. Conflict between people and animals is one of the 
main threats to the continued survival of many spe-
cies. Analyze the causes behind rising cases of man-an-
imal conflict. (15M)

Prelims Links
Q. Which one of the following terms describes not 
only the physical space occupied by an organism but 
also its functional role in the community of organ-
isms? (UPSC 2013)
(a) Ecotone
(b) Ecological niche
(c) Habitat
(d) Home range
Answer: B

Q. Which one of the following is the best description 
of the term ‘ecosystem’? (UPSC 2015)
(a) A community of organisms interacting with one an-
other
(b) That part of the Earth which is inhabited by living 
organisms
(c) A community of organisms together with the envi-
ronment in which they live
(d) The flora and fauna of a geographical area
Answer: C

PROTESTS OVER ESZ CLASSIFICA-
TION

Context: 
The creation of the Ecologically sensitive zones (ESZ) 
has sparked protests in Kerala and can be a hint of what 
is likely to occur in other parts of the country.

• ESZ Context: The problem begins with a notifi-
cation that ought to have been community-spe-
cific but which a ministry offered as a ‘one size 
fits all’ solution.

Background:
• Protected areas cover 5.26% of India’s land area 

as 108 national parks and 564 wildlife sanctuar-
ies notified under the Wildlife (Protection) Act 
1972 (WPA). 

• These protected areas are based on the ‘fortress 
conservation model’. For example, activities 
permitted in ‘reserve forests’ are not permitted 
in national parks and wildlife sanctuaries. 

• Surrounding these protected areas is an area of 
approx. 3.4% of the country’s land, falls under 
the ESZ regime. 

• Governments have notified 341 ESZs in 29 States 
and 5 UTs, while another 85 ESZs are awaiting 
notification. 

• Together, protected areas and the ESZs cover 
8.66% of India’s land area.

What are ESZ/Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFA)?
Meaning: ESZ is intended to protect ‘protected areas’ 
- national parks and wildlife sanctuaries - by effectively 
creating insulating layers around such protected areas 
where humans and nature can be at peace with each 
other. 

Objectives of creating ESZ:
• To create a shock absorber by regulating and 

managing the activities around protected areas. 
• To serve as a transition zone between areas of 

high protection and areas of lower protection.

Notified and regulated by: They are notified by the 
Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MoEFCC) and regulated under the Environ-
ment Protection Act 1986 (though the EPA does not 
mention the word ‘ESZ’).

Criteria to designate ESZ:
• Based on species (endemism, rarity, etc)
• Based on the ecosystem (sacred groves, frontier 

forests, etc) 
• Based on geomorphological features (uninhab-

ited islands, origins of rivers, etc)

Extent of ESZ:
• An ESZ’s distribution can vary in breadth and 

extent. For example, the extent of ESZ from the 
boundary of a protected area ranges from 0 to 
45.82 km (in Pin Valley National Park, HP). 

• The ESZs span notified forests outside protect-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/01/05/rubber-plantations-in-tripura-affecting-monkeys-vegetation-suggests-paper/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2023/01/05/rubber-plantations-in-tripura-affecting-monkeys-vegetation-suggests-paper/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/environment/
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ed areas, most of which could also come under 
gram sabhas’ jurisdiction under the FRA. 

Issues with ESZ:
Not in sync with FRA and PESA:

• The Forest Rights Act (FRA) 2006, recognises the 
customary and traditional rights (both individ-
ual and collective) of forest-dwellers on forest 
land, including inside protected areas.
	Under the FRA, a new category of for-

ests called ‘community forest resource’ 
(CFR) has been created and has to be 
managed by the Gram Sabhas.

• Similarly, the Provisions of the Panchayat (Ex-
tension to Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA) 1996, 
empower Gram Sabhas to safeguard and pre-
serve community resources on forest and reve-
nue lands in Scheduled Areas.

• However, the MoEFCC has shown no inclination 
to amend the Indian Forest Act 1927, the Wild-
life (Protection) Act and the EPA 1986 to comply 
with PESA and FRA.

The case of Kerala:
• The Western Ghats (WG) cover 48% of Kerala 

and nearly 30% of the state is covered by for-
ests.

• There is also a network of lakes, canals and 
wetlands, as well as a 590-kilometre-long coast-
line, all of which are governed by a set of envi-
ronmental conservation laws.

• This leaves little space for its 3.5 crore popu-
lation, which has a population density of 900 
people per square km (much higher than the 
national average).

• According to an SC directive, at least one km 
from the boundary of every protected area in 
Kerala should be marked as ESZ

• The Kerala State Assembly recently unanimously 
passed a resolution urging the Central Govern-
ment to exempt the state’s human settlements, 
farmlands, and public institutions from the ESZ’s 
scope.

Conclusion:
• Mining and other activities have long depleted 

the nation’s natural resources.
• As a result, the government’s role should not be 

limited to that of a “facilitator” of economic ac-
tivity.

• It must strive to achieve long-term sustainable 
development by balancing economic devel-
opment, environmental conservation and the 
rights of forest dwellers.

Insta Links: What are the Eco-sensitive Zones (ESZs)?

Mains Links: 
Q. How does the draft Environment Impact Assess-
ment (EIA) Notification, 2020 differ from the existing 
EIA Notification, 2006? (UPSC 2020)

Prelims Links: (UPSC 2014)
With reference to ‘Eco-Sensitive Zones’, which of the 
following statements is/are correct?

1. Eco-Sensitive Zones are the areas that are de-
clared under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

2. The purpose of the declaration of Eco-Sensitive 
Zones is to prohibit all kinds of human activities 
in those zones except agriculture.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
1. 1 only
2. 2 only
3. Both 1 and 2
4. Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: 4

ALIEN PLANTS AND TIGER HABI-
TATS

Context: 
According to a study conducted by the Wildlife Institute 
of India (WII), several alien invasive plants (like Lantana 
Camara, Parthenium hysterophorous, Prosopis juliflora, 

Insta Curious:
The fortress conservation model is based on the 
belief that biodiversity protection is best achieved 
by creating protected areas where ecosystems can 
function in isolation from human disturbance. It 
assumes that local people use natural resources 
in irrational and destructive ways, and as a result 
cause biodiversity loss and environmental degrada-
tion.
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etc) growing together can have a detrimental effect on 
the biodiversity in tiger habitats.

Invasive species:
• Invasive/introduced/alien/exotic species are 

any non-native species that significantly mod-
ify or disrupt the ecosystem it colonises. 

• Such species may arrive in new areas through 
natural migration, but they are often introduced 
by the activities of other species like Humans. 

Background:
• The study was conducted in Kanha Tiger Re-

serve (MP), comparing uninvaded native forests 
with old-growth invasions of single and multiple 
alien plants. 

• India’s biodiverse ecosystems are threatened by 
a variety of alien plants, introduced during Brit-
ish colonisation. Lantana alone has pervasively 
invaded 44% of India’s forests. 

• Apart from their spread in different ecosystems, 
little is known and even greater confusion when 
one asks about how alien plants impact native 
ecosystems. 

Highlights of the study: 
• Co-occurring invasive plants have a magnified 

cumulative impact than their individual impacts, 
causing ecological homogenisation in invaded 
regions. 

• Multiple alien species together affected soil nu-
trients and the abundance of rich grasses and 
herbs. 

• Depletion of the native plant populations → 
Reduced forage availability for herbivores like 
sambar and chital → diseases in the herbivores 
→ threaten the sustenance of tiger, leopard and 
dhole. 

What needs to be done? Prioritise restoration invest-
ments in the least invaded regions to retain native bio-
diversity and slowly upscale such restored habitats. 

Environmental pollution and degradation

NATIONAL CLEAN AIR PRO-
GRAMME

Context: 
Four years since the Centre launched the National 
Clean Air Campaign (NCAP), analysts found that prog-
ress has been slow and pollution has only incrementally 
reduced in most cities.
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The Launch: In January 2019, the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) launched 
the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) to prepare 
clean air action plans. 

The mandate of the National Clean Air Pro-
gramme (NCAP) - 

• The goal of NCAP (annual average ambient air 
quality standards at all locations in the coun-
try):  20%–30% reduction of PM2.5 and PM10 
concentration by taking 2017 as the base year 
for the comparison of concentration.

• Under NCAP, 132 non-attainment cities have 
been identified across the country based on the 
Air Quality data from 2014-2018.

• Preparation of the city-specific action plans in-
cluding measures to strengthen the monitoring 
network, reduce vehicular/industrial emissions, 
and increase public awareness.

• Implementation of the city-specific action plans 
to be regularly monitored by Committees at the 
Central and State level namely Steering Com-
mittee, Monitoring Committee and Implemen-
tation Committee.

Objectives of NCAP
• To augment and evolve effective and proficient 

ambient air quality monitoring networks across 
the country for ensuring a comprehensive and 
reliable database

• To have efficient data dissemination and pub-
lic outreach mechanism for timely measures for 
the prevention and mitigation of air pollution 

• To have a feasible management plan for the 
prevention, control and abatement of air pollu-
tion.

Performance of National Clean Air Programme: 
Positive

• Monitoring station: Out of the targeted 1500 
manual monitoring stations to be installed 
across the country, 818 have been installed.

• Region-specific programme: city-specific action 
plan has been developed for all the major cities 
of India. For instance, Delhi, Mumbai etc. 
	131 cities of the country have devel-

oped City Action Plans and Micro Ac-

tion Plans 
• PRANA web portal: The Portal for Regulation 

of Air Pollution in Non-Attainment Cities which 
provides all information related to various poli-
cies/programs/schemes/activities of the stake-
holders along with the progress made towards 
improvement in air quality across the country.

• Improvement: There has been an overall im-
provement in Particulate Matter concentration 
in 95 cities including 20 cities conforming to the 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards in the 
year 2021-22 compared to 2017.

The issue facing NCAP: 
• Unsatisfactory performance: The CSE in its national 

analysis of PM2.5 levels in cities for which data is 
available found that between 2019 and 2021, only 
14 of 43 (NCAP) cities registered a 10% or more 
reduction in their PM2.5 level between 2019 and 
2021.

	On the other hand, out of 46 non-NCAP 
cities, 21 recorded significant improve-
ment in their annual PM2.5 value with 
a 5% or more decline between 2019 
and 2021.

	There is hardly any difference between 
the performance of NCAP and non-
NCAP cities between 2019 and 2021.

• Funding issue: For disbursing funds, the Central 
Pollution Control Board, which coordinates the 
programme, only considers levels of PM10, the rel-
atively larger, coarser particles. However, PM2.5, 
the smaller, more dangerous particles, aren’t moni-
tored as robustly in all cities, mostly due to the lack 
of equipment. 

• Compartmentalizing rural-urban areas: The 
scheme focuses on air pollution mitigation within 
cities while ignoring rural air pollution thus com-
partmentalizing both. But cities like Delhi are signifi-
cantly affected by rural air pollution, hence making 
purely city-based efforts less ineffective.

• Sluggish improvement: The progress is even more 
sluggish in equipping all manual stations with PM2.5 
monitoring, where only 261 stations have PM2.5 
monitoring facilities.

• Almost a quarter of NCAP cities with real-time 
monitoring doesn’t meet the minimum data com-
pleteness requirement: In 2021, 15 out of the 63 
NCAP cities (24 per cent) did not meet the mini-
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mum data completeness requirement (60 days of 
valid 24-hour values in each quarter of the year). In 
2019, the number was lower: only 16 per cent did 
not meet the requirement.

• No carrying capacity studies: None of the 132 
non-attainment cities has completed their carrying 
capacity studies. Carrying capacity is the region’s 
ability to accumulate and disperse emissions while 
maintaining breathable air quality. 

	In 93 cities, the study is either undergo-
ing or at the MoU/proposal stage.

Conclusion
It is important that NCAP be made legally binding on 
responsible authorities while setting interim (WHO in-
terim targets) and long-term targets to achieve breath-
able air equivalent to WHO guideline levels over the 
next decade. 

Further, enhancing transparency in the allocation 
and utilisation of finances and tracking the indicators 
through publicly available information under the PRA-
NA web portal developed by CPCB can be a way for-
ward.

Mains Links: 
Q. Highlighting the major mandate and objectives of 
the National Clean Air Programme (NCAP), evaluate 
its performance in mitigating pollution in Indian Cit-
ies. (15M)

Prelims Links
Consider the following statements:
1. The National Clean Air Programme aims for a 

reduction in particulate matter concentrations 
in cities that don’t meet the National Ambient 
Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).

2. India’s National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS) meet the WHO’s existing standards.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
 
Solution: a)
The World Health Organisation (WHO) in its first-ever 

update since 2005 has tightened global air pollution 
standards in a recognition of the emerging science 
in the last decade that the impact of air pollution on 
health is much more serious than earlier envisaged.
 
The move doesn’t immediately impact India as the Na-
tional Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) don’t 
meet the WHO’s existing standards. The government 
has a dedicated National Clean Air Programme that 
aims for a 20% to 30% reduction in particulate mat-
ter concentrations by 2024 in 122 cities, keeping 2017 
as the base year for the comparison of concentration. 
These are cities that don’t meet the NAAQS when 
calculated from 2011-2015.

GS4
Influence and relation with thought and behaviour

GUIDELINES TO SOCIAL MEDIA 
INFLUENCERS

Context:
 The Centre has released endorsement guidelines for 
celebrities and social media influencers that mandate 
compulsory disclosure of monetary or material bene-
fits of a product or a brand they are promoting through 
their social media platforms. 

• The new guidelines emphasize the increased 
risk of consumers being misled by advertise-
ments and unfair trade practices by some indi-
viduals on social media platforms.

• Non-disclosure of brand affiliations by influenc-
ers may invite a penalty of up to Rs 50 lakh.

What is ‘Endorsement’?
• Endorsements are a form of advertising that 

uses famous personalities or celebrities who 
command a high degree of recognition, trust, 
respect, or awareness among the people. 

• Advertisers and clients hope such approval, or 
endorsement by a celebrity, will influence buy-
ers favourably. 
	For example, Sachin Tendulkar endors-

ing motorcycles and biscuits can influ-
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ence young men or children who look 
up to him as a role model.

How often do we follow influencers?
• A report by iCubesWire Survey, a digital media 

marketing company, suggests that a major per-
centage of Indians choose brands based on the 
suggestions by influencers. 

• 34 per cent of the respondents of the survey 
said they buy products or services after watch-
ing the social media posts of influencers. This 
content can be in the form of reels on Insta-
gram or videos on popular social media plat-
forms, including YouTube, Facebook, and Twit-
ter, among others.

Who should disclose: Individuals/groups who have 
access to an audience and the power to affect their 
audiences’ purchasing decisions or opinions about a 
product, service, brand, or experience, because of the 
influencer ‘ s/celebrity ‘ s authority, knowledge, posi-
tion, or relationship with their audience.

A material connection could include but is not 
limited to benefits and incentives, such as:

• Monetary or other compensation.
• Free products with or without any conditions 

attached, including those received unsolicited, 
discounts, and gifts.

• Contest and sweepstakes entries.
• Trips or hotel stays.
• Media barters.
• Coverage and awards.
• Any family, personal, or employment relation-

ship.

Acts against misleading advertisements in In-
dia:

• The new guidelines are in alignment with the 
Consumer Protection Act, of 2019, which was 
enacted to protect consumers from unfair trade 
practices and deceptive advertising.

• The department of consumer affairs published 
Guidelines for the Prevention of Misleading 
Advertisements and Endorsements for Mis-
leading Advertisements, 2022. The criteria 
for valid advertisements are outlined in these 
guidelines, as are the responsibilities of man-
ufacturers, service providers, advertisers, and 
advertising agencies. These guidelines also ad-
dressed celebrities and endorsers. It states that 
misleading advertising in any form, format, or 
medium is illegal.

Global Scenario:
• In the United States, the Federal Trade Commis-

sion (FTC) has guidelines for endorsements and 
testimonials in advertising, which also apply to 
social media. These guidelines require that any 
endorsements or testimonials be truthful and 
not misleading and that any material connec-
tions between the endorser and the advertiser 
be disclosed.

• In the UK, the Committee of Advertising Prac-
tice (CAP) and the Broadcast Committee of Ad-
vertising Practice (BCAP) provide guidance on 
advertising and sponsorship across all media, 
including social media influencer marketing.

• Unethical Aspects of Celebrity Endorsement – 
We had already covered this in one of our previ-
ous articles – Responsibility of Celebrity Endors-
ers – Find the link below.
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Insta Links:
• Regulating misleading advertisements
• RESPONSIBILITY OF CELEBRITY ENDORSERS

Mains Link:
Q. Do you think that the brand ambassadors of prod-
ucts should be held accountable for misleading adver-
tisements and endorsements? Examine. (250 Words)

Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and pri-
vate institutions

UAE’S SULTAN AL JABER AND THE 
CONTROVERSY

Context: 
The UAE, which will host this year’s annual climate 
change conference has named one of its ministers, Sul-
tan Al Jaber, who is also the CEO of an oil company as 
the president of the conference. 

• The fact that the CEO of an oil company has 

been named to preside over a conference on 
climate change when the world is attempting 
to move away from oil and other fossil fuels is 
being seen as a conflict of interest.

• This is the first time that anyone having a direct 
connection to the fossil fuel industry has been 
appointed as president of the climate change 
conference.

Conflict Of Interest:
A “conflict of interest” involves a conflict between the 
public duty and private interests of a public official, in 
which the public official has private-capacity interests, 
which could improperly influence the performance of 
their official duties and responsibilities.

In such a situation, the judgement of an individual 
could be impaired. A conflict of interest can exist in 
many different situations. Conflict of interest is seen 
as a moral issue and not strictly a legal one.

Mechanism to check Conflict Of Interest:
• Declaration: Office bearers may be required to 

disclose interests where they hold pecuniary 
interests (income from employment, share-
holding, and directorship) and non-pecuniary 
interests (membership of an interest group).

• Recusal: In some cases, the office bearers may 
be asked not to participate in the discussion or 
vote on a topic where there may be a conflict 
of interest.

• Incompatibility: Office bearers may be prohib-
ited from holding the office of profit or some 
types of private jobs. There may also be some 
restrictions related to post-tenure employ-
ment.

• Regulation of Gifts and Travel.

InstaCurious:
Ethical consumerism is the practice of making con-
scious & informed purchasing decisions based on 
a company’s social and environmental impact. It 
involves considering factors such as a company’s 
labour practices, environmental impact, and con-
tributions to society when making a purchase.
In the context of influencer marketing, ethical con-
sumerism relates to the choices that consumers 
make about which products and brands to support 
based on the values and practices of those brands 
and the influencers who promote them. Consum-
ers may be more likely to trust and support prod-
ucts and brands that are endorsed by influencers 
who align with their own values and ethical prin-
ciples.
Influencer marketing can also be considered eth-
ical when influencers themselves are transparent 
about their partnerships and disclose their rela-
tionship with the brands they promote, and when 
brands use influencer marketing to promote sus-
tainable, fair trade, or socially responsible prod-
ucts or services.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/06/24/regulating-misleading-advertisements/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/07/responsibility-of-celebrity-endorsers/
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Mains Link: 
Q. What is meant by conflict of interest? Illustrate with 
examples, the difference between the actual and po-
tential conflicts of interest (UPSC 2018).

Corporate governance

SOFTWARE SECTOR’S ANTYODAYA 
APPROACH

Context: 
Our software employers have always been more gen-
der inclusive than the rest of Corporate India, but mar-
ket challenges this year have made their recruitment 
more inclusive & forced a bold re-imagination of their 
people supply chains in five ways.

• Mahatma Gandhi often talked about Antyodaya 
(the rise of the last person in the line) and Sar-
vodaya (the rise of all). 

 ‘It is wrong to think that business is incompatible 
with ethics. I know that it is perfectly possible to 
carry on one’s business profitably, and yet honestly 
and truthfully.’ – Mahatma Gandhi

About Corporate Governance: 
• Corporate governance is a set of accepted prin-

ciples by the management of the inalienable 
rights of the shareholders as the actual own-
er of the corporation and of their own role as 
trustees on behalf of the shareholders. 

• Gandhian economics stands for a commitment 
to values, ethical leadership conduct, and trans-
parency and makes a distinction between per-
sonal and corporate funds in the management 
of a company.

The primary case for people’s supply chain diversity is 
always economic and social justice. 

Five areas of diversity:
Geographic diversity: 

• The map of our engineering education capac-
ity reveals three concentric circles of 28 cities 
(3,500 engineering colleges with 33% of capaci-
ty), 500 cities (with 2,334 such colleges with 35% 
of capacity), and the rest spread across India. 

• Less than 20% of incremental annual hires in In-

dia’s digital industry work in the place where 
they lived their lives. 

• Software employment is expanding beyond its 
current eight cities to 20 new places.

• Gender diversity:
• The Indian software industry is better than oth-

ers at employing women, who make up 34% of 
its employees and 25% of its managers. 

• Women are now about 50% of software en-
try-level recruitment. Given that women are 
clearly not 50% of engineering students, this 
flow difference indicates that the flexibility, 
safety, and work environment of the country’s 
software industry is a winning combination.

Cognitive diversity:
• Only 5% of the Indian software industry is 

staffed with non-engineers, but our research 
suggests that 15% of incremental hires are 
non-engineering graduates. 

• The industry is now hiring to acquire skills in 
management, design, languages, sociology, an-
thropology, psychology, etc. 

• This has been heralded by factors like the ad-
vent of ‘low-code/no-code’ platforms.

In the Imitation Game (a 2014 film), Alan Turing’s char-
acter says, “Sometimes it is the people no one can 
imagine anything of who do the things no one can 
imagine.”

Workplace diversity: 
• Pre-covid, only 5% of software employees did 

not do their daily work from a company office 
or client site. 

• However, research suggests the rise of remote 
working means this will rise to 20% in the next 
decade. 

• Contract diversity: 
• Software employers are moving to multiple 

concentric circles of employment contracts: 
full-time, permanent, part-time, consultant, 
gig, direct fixed term contract, third-party con-
tract, etc. 

• Contract diversity varies between six software 
employers: global service companies, Indian 
service companies, global captives, domestic 
market unicorns, Indian software as service 
companies, and Indian non-tech companies. 
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• Contract diversity creates better matches be-
tween employers and potential employees, 
besides raising longevity, memory, and produc-
tivity.

Great books, like The TCS Story by S. Ramadorai, 
Maverick Effect by Harish Mehta and Engineered in 
India by B.V.R. Mohan Reddy highlight how supply 
chain innovations helped India’s software exports 
become five times higher than our textile exports. 

Conclusion:
As India’s software industry prepares to hire more peo-
ple in the next 10 years than in the last 50, it has begun 
an incredible journey of Antyodaya in self-interest that 
will make its competitive advantage even stronger.

Jana Sangh co-founder Deen Dayal Upadhyay suggest-
ed, “The measurement of economic plans and econom-
ic growth cannot happen with those who have risen 
above on the economic ladder but of those who are at 
the bottom.”

Insta Curious: 
DEI Governance (Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
Governance): It refers to the practices and policies 
that companies put in place to promote diversity, 
equity, and inclusion within their organization. It 
ensures that the company’s decision-making and 
operations are inclusive and reflect the diversity 
of the stakeholders. It also helps to ensure that all 
employees and stakeholders are treated fairly and 
with respect regardless of their background.
The goal of DEI governance is to create a culture 
where everyone feels valued and respected, where 
different perspectives and ideas are welcomed, 
and where all employees have an equal opportu-
nity to succeed. This can include measures such as 
setting diversity targets for hiring and promotions 
and implementing anti-discrimination policies.

Insta Links:
ICICI Videocon fraud – An issue of Corporate Ethics

Mains Link:
Q. What are the diverse ethical challenges confronting 
corporates today? How focus on corporate ethics and 

corporate governance can help in addressing these 
challenges? Elucidate. (250 words)

BIG TECH NEEDS TO PAY NEWS 
PUBLISHERS FOR CONTENT: 

GOVT

Context: 
According to the Information and Broadcasting (I&B) 
Ministry, as creators of original content, publishers of 
digital news platforms should receive a fair share of the 
revenue from big-tech platforms that act as aggrega-
tors. 

Background: 
• The statement was made at the Digital News 

Publishers Association (DNPA) media confer-
ence. DNPA is the umbrella organisation for the 
digital platforms of 17 top news publishers. 

• Big Tech has enabled unparalleled reach, en-
gagement, and innovation in the news media. 
This has created an imbalance in bargaining 
power between Big Tech and News media plat-
forms.

Issues faced by the news industry: 
• Post-Covid the financial health of both the digi-

tal news industry and its parent - the print news 
industry, is under strain.

• This led to journalists losing jobs → journalism 
reducing in quality → a negative feedback loop. 

• The changing dynamics of the news publish-
ing industry (with technological changes), their 
businesses and their impact on the social lives 
of citizens have raised questions.

• It is obvious that if the traditional news industry 
continues to suffer, the future of journalism/
Fourth Pillar will suffer as well. 

Suggestions:
• A fair share of the revenue from the Big Tech 

platforms (aggregator of the content) to original 
creators.

• Political Will: Political support across party 
lines is essential in markets like India to lev-
el the playing field between Big Tech and the 
news media

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/12/27/icici-videocon-fraud-an-issue-of-corporate-ethics/
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• The upcoming Digital India Act will address this 
issue of disproportionate control and the imbal-
ance in the dynamics between content creation 
and content creators’ monetisation require-
ments – and the power that adtech companies 
and adtech platforms have. 

International Scenario:
• Best practices: Australia, Canada, France and 

the EU, through legislation and strengthening of 
their competition commissions have ensured a 
fair split of revenue among the creators of news 
content and the aggregators. 

• The Australian example: It has developed the 
landmark News Media Bargaining Code, which 
will ensure that news media businesses are fair-
ly remunerated for the use of their content by 
digital platforms, such as Google and Facebook. 
The code aims to address the bargaining pow-
er imbalance between news media businesses 
and these digital platforms by requiring them 
to negotiate payment for the use of news con-
tent.

• European Union: The Copyright Directive was 
adopted in 2019, which includes provisions 
that require digital platforms to negotiate fair 
and proportionate remuneration for the use of 
copyrighted content, including news.

• France: It passed a law to enforce the Europe-
an Copyright Directive— which granted ‘neigh-
bouring rights’ to intellectual property owners, 
potentially allowing news publishers to negoti-
ate agreements with Big Tech platforms for fea-
turing their content.

Way ahead: 
• A policy response to curb unfair competition, 

which is reducing revenues, profitability and 
funding for quality journalism.

• Political support is critical in markets such as 
India because, unlike in countries such as Aus-
tralia, the media market was not concentrated, 
reducing each publisher’s bargaining power.

Conclusion: 
In a liberal and large democracy like India, it is import-
ant to have diverse and vigorous news media. Thus, for 
quality journalism, credible content and good gover-
nance and to secure the future of the 4th pillar of our 

democracy, issues faced by the news industry need to 
be addressed as soon as possible.

InstaCurious:

Neighbouring rights are a type of intellectual property 
rights that protect the rights of performers, producers 
of phonograms, and broadcasting organizations. These 
rights are designed to ensure that the creators and per-
formers of creative works are fairly compensated for 
the use of their works. This concept of “ancillary copy-
right” or “neighbouring rights” creates a framework 
for news media to negotiate licensing fees with plat-
forms that use their content.

Insta Links: New India Debate - Role of Media In India

Mains Links: 
Q. Though 100 per cent FDI is already allowed in non-
news media like a trade publications and general en-
tertainment channels, the government is mulling over 
the proposal for increased FDI in news media for quite 
some time. What difference would an increase in FDI 
make? Critically evaluate the pros and cons. (UPSC 
2014)

Facts for Prelims

GS1
Indian Heritage and Culture

‘MUSIC IN THE PARK’ SERIES UN-
DER “SHRUTI AMRUT”

Context: 
SPIC MACAY organizes its very popular ‘Music in the 
Park’ series this year under the name “Shruti Amrut” 
in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture and the 
New Delhi Municipal Council. 

About SPIC MACAY:
• SPIC MACAY- The Society for Promo-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/19/sansad-tv-new-india-debate-role-of-media-in-india/
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tion of Indian Classical Music and Cul-
ture amongst youth is a voluntary youth move-
ment that promotes the tangible & intangible 
aspects of Indian & world heritage. 

• It organizes programs and workshops on Indian 
Classical, Folk Music and dance, Yoga, medita-
tion, crafts, and other aspects of Indian culture. 

• It is a movement started in 1977 and has chap-
ters in over 850 towns across the world.

THIRUVALLUVAR DAY

Context: 
The Prime Minister, has paid homage to Thiruvalluvar 
on Thiruvalluvar Day and recalled his noble thoughts. He 
also urged the youth to read the Kural.

About Thiruvalluvar:
• Thiruvalluvar, also called Valluvar, was a Tamil 

poet-saint.
• He contributed the Tirukkural or ‘Kural’ to 

the Sangam literature.
• Tirukkural is comprised of 133 sections of 10 

couplets each divided into three books: Aram 
(virtue), Porul (government and society), and 
Kamam (love).

PILGRIMAGE REJUVENATION 
AND SPIRITUAL HERITAGE AUG-
MENTATION DRIVE (PRASHAD)

Context: 
The citizens’ committee to save Chamundi Hills and its 
environment has resolved to seek permission from the 
heritage committee before beginning PRASHAD devel-
opment work on the hilltop.

Background:
• The Chamundi Hills, which are about 3,489 ft. 

above sea level, is located 13 km east of My-
sore, Karnataka, and the name comes from the 
Chamundeshwari Temple at the peak. 

• Given Chamundi Hills’ environmental sensitiv-
ity, there have been calls for its preservation 
through projects that are not harmful to the 
local ecology, such as encouraging the use of 
public transportation.

About the PRASAD Scheme:
• The Government of India launched the PRASAD 

scheme in the year 2014-2015 under the Minis-
try of Tourism. 

• This scheme focuses on developing and identi-
fying pilgrimage sites across India for enriching 
the religious tourism experience. 

• It aims to integrate pilgrimage destinations in 
a prioritised, planned and sustainable manner 
to provide a complete religious tourism experi-
ence. 

Games

INFORMATION RELATED TO 
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HOCKEY

Context: 
As the FIH Hockey World Cup kicked off in Odisha (in 
Bhubaneswar and Rourkela), here is little information 
about the game.  

About Hockey:
• Field hockey is a team sport played between 

two teams of 11 players each on a rectangular 
field with white lines on the blue AstroTurf.

• To score a goal, the scorer has to enter the op-
position D – the D-shaped box 16 yards in front 
of the goal. A shot from outside the D is not 
counted.

• Types of hockey hit: Scoop, Flick, Tomahawk 
(reverse backhand), Jink

• Fouls: The ball touching your feet, tackling from 
behind, third-party interference (two players 
are not allowed to tackle an attacking player at 
the same time), obstruction (when a player or 
a stick comes in between the ball and the other 
player) and dangerous play.

• Fouls are penalized in different ways: Free hits, 
Penalty Corners, Penalty strokes 

Is Hockey the National Game of India? 
Hockey was believed to be the national game of India 
for decades, but the Government of India has clarified 
that hockey isn’t and never was the official national 
game of India. In fact, India does not have a national 
game. 

India’s Performance in Men’s Hockey
• India was the first non-European team to be a 

part of the International Hockey Federation.
• India’s hockey team is the most successful team 

ever in the Olympics, having won a total of 
eight gold medals

• India also has the best overall performance in 
Olympic history with 83 victories out of the 134 
matches played. 

• They have also scored more goals in the Olym-
pics than any other team. 

• They are also the only team ever to win the 
Olympics without conceding a single goal, hav-
ing done so in 1928 and 1956.

• Major player: Major Dhyan Chand was an Indi-

an field hockey player, widely regarded as one of 
the greatest field hockey players in history.

Festival in News

MAGH BIHU

Context: 
Prime Minister greeted the people on the occasion of 
Magh Bihu.

About Magh Bihu:
• It is a harvest festival of Assam where people 

express gratitude for a good harvest and marks 
the end of the harvest season. 

• It believes in sharing the gifts of nature as a 
community and strengthening a sense of iden-
tity and belonging.

• The festival of Bihu has three forms: Bohag 
Bihu, Kati Bihu, and Magh Bihu. Each of these 
falls in the agriculture calendar.

This day is considered auspicious in the Hindu lunar 
year as well and is known as the Makar Sankranti, i.e., 
the day when the sun begins its northward journey or 
Uttarayan and transitions into the Hindu zodiac sign of 
Makara. 
On this day the Sun God is worshipped in various parts 
of India in the form of different festivals such as Pongal 
(Tamil Nadu), Maghi (Punjab), and Uttarayan (Guja-
rat).

Related News: Indian Express
Maghi Mela has been celebrated in the city of Sri 
Muktsar Sahib in Punjab for centuries in memory of 
40 Sikh warriors who were killed fighting the Mughals 
in the Battle of Khidrana in 1705. It was after this bat-
tle that Khidrana was named Muktsar, or the pool of 
liberation.

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-culture/maghi-mela-punjab-political-importance-explained-8381252/
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Gangasagar mela
Gangasagar Mela is known as the world’s second-larg-
est human congregation after Kumbh. The event is or-
ganized every year during Makar Sankranti. The mela is 
held at Sagar Island (West Bengal). Recently, West Ben-
gal has demanded National Mela status for Gangasagar 
mela.

Geography

NEW PLATEAU DISCOVERED

Context: 
A rare low-altitude basalt plateau housing 76 species of 
plants and shrubs from 24 different families was dis-
covered in the Thane region in the Western Ghats.

How Plateaus are the repository of informa-
tion:

• Plateaus in the Western Ghats are significant be-
cause of the predominance of endemic species. 
They are classified as a type of rock outcrop and 

provide a unique and challenging environment 
for species to adapt.

• These outcrops have seasonal water availabil-
ity, limited soil, and nutrients, making them 
ideal laboratories to study the effects of climate 
change on species survival. 

• It can help increase awareness of the conserva-
tion needs of rock outcrops and their immense 
biodiversity value in the global context.

                     

RARE DINOSAUR EGGS FOUND IN 
NARMADA VALLEY 

Context:  
A group of Indian researchers found rare cases of fossil-
ized dinosaur eggs — an egg within an egg — among 
256 newly discovered eggs from the Narmada Valley. 

About findings:
• The discovery suggests that Titanosaurs — one 

of the largest dinosaurs to have roamed the 
Earth — displayed a notable reproductive trait 
unique to modern-day birds.

• The egg has two yolks; this feature can be seen 
in birds, suggesting they share similar repro-
ductive traits.

Region where these fossils were found:
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• This region falls between the easternmost Lame-
ta exposures at Jabalpur in the upper Narmada 
Valley (central India) and Balasinor in the west 
in the lower Narmada Valley (western central 
India),

• Lameta exposure is a sedimentary rock forma-
tion known for its dinosaur fossils.

• The Bhedaghat-Lamheta Ghat in Narmada val-
ley has made it to the tentative list of UNESCO’s 
world heritages sites.

Places in News

MAPPING: 

GS2
Polity

STATE FINANCES: A STUDY OF 
BUDGETS OF 2022-23

Context: 
In its latest report titled ‘State Finances: A Study of 
Budgets of 2022-23’, RBI has warned that the reversion 
to OPS by some States poses a major risk on the “sub-
national fiscal horizon” and would result in the accu-
mulation of unfunded liabilities in the coming years for 
them.

• Among the States, Himachal Pradesh, Rajas-
than, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Punjab have 
so far restored the Dearness Allowance (DA) 
linked OPS for their employees.

Old Pension Scheme (OPS): It was discontinued in 
2004, however, it guaranteed life-long income 
after retirement. Typically, the insured amount is 
equal to 50% of the most recently drawn salary. 
The expenditure incurred on the pension is borne 
by the government.

National Pension Scheme (NPS):
The NPS is a voluntary and long-term retirement 
investment plan administered by the Pension Fund 
Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA), 
Ministry of Finance, Government of India.
It was launched in January 2004 for government 
employees and it was decided to discontinue defined 
benefit pensions/OPS for all employees who joined 
after April 1, 2004.

https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/6531/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/6531/
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Other Key points of the Report ‘State Finances: A Study 
of Budgets of 2022-23’: 

• States’ gross fiscal deficit will decline to 3.4% of 
GDP in 2022-23 (from 4.1% in 2020-21)

• States’ debt will decrease to 29.5% of GDP 
(from 31.1% in 2020-21)

• It has recommended increased allocation 
for capital formation esp. for sectors such as 
health, education etc. 
	Capital formation means- the allocation 

of resources for asset creation such as 
plants, machinery, and human capital. 
The rate of capital investment in India 
was 31.2% in 2021 (higher than BRICS)

Q. Who among the following can join the National 
Pension System (NPS)? (UPSC 2021)
(a) Resident Indian citizens only
(b) Persons of age from 21 to 55 only
(c) All State Government employees joining the services 
after the date of notification by the respective State 
Governments
(d) All Central Government employees including those 
of Armed Forces joining the services on or after 1st 
April 2004
Answer: C

EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY

Context: 
India-supported resolution ‘Education for Democracy’ 
gets adopted by the United Nations General Assembly 
(UNGA). 

• The resolution encouraged member states to in-
tegrate education for democracy into their ed-
ucation standards and curriculum. It also asked 
member states to close digital divides.

What is ‘Education for Democracy’?
Education for democracy focuses primarily on demo-
cratic rights and responsibilities and education for ac-
tive participation, in relation to the civic, political, so-
cial, economic, legal and cultural spheres of society.
Recently, the district of Kollam (Kerala) has become the 
country’s first constitution-literate district.

Government Initiative and Policies

ADVANCED TRAFFIC MANAGE-
MENT SYSTEM

Context: 
NHAI is implementing Advance Traffic Management 
System (ATMS) on national highways and expressways 
for managing incidents of road crashes and enforce-
ment of speed limit and other regulations on highways

What is ATMS?
ATMS involves a set of intelligently integrated roadside 
equipment that are connected to ensure a safe and se-
cure journey, including smooth traffic movement and 
timely reaction to untoward incidents.

About ATMS:
It is an integrated solution to manage highway traffic 
through real-time information and ensure safety. The 
system will check for a valid fitness certificate. It will 
leverage GIS technology and Network Survey Vehicle 
data for identifying safety issues on the highway
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NCERT NOTIFIES INDIA’S FIRST 
NATIONAL ASSESSMENT REGULA-

TOR

Context: 
National Council for Education Research and Training 
(NCERT) has notified India’s first national assessment 
regulator, PARAKH

About PARAKH: 
PARAKH has been launched as part of the implementa-
tion of the National Education Policy (NEP)-2020 that 
envisaged a standard-setting body:

• To advise school boards regarding new assess-
ment patterns and the latest research, and pro-
mote collaborations between them

• To facilitate students for self-assessment of 
learning outcomes

• To remove disparities in the score of students 
enrolled with different boards

About NEP 2020
The NEP 2020 intends to boost spending on education 
by enhancing the education budget to a level of 6% 
of the GDP. It has emphasised the use of the mother 
tongue or local language as the medium of instruction 
till Class 5 while recommending its continuance till Class 
8 and beyond. 

International News and Organization

NEW INITIATIVES AT VOICE OF 
GLOBAL SOUTH SUMMIT

Context: 
At the concluding session of the virtual Voice of Global 
South Summit, India unveiled three initiatives to assist 
the Global South in areas ranging from technology to 
health

• Aarogya Maitri project for providing medical 
supplies to any disaster-hit country 

• Global-South Scholarships for students from 
developing countries to pursue higher educa-
tion in India

• Global-South young diplomats forum to con-

nect officers of foreign ministries with other 
countries

• Global-South Centre of excellence for R&D
• Global-South Science and Technology for space 

and nuclear energy initiatives sharing

What is the global south?
The concept of Global North and Global South is used 
to describe a grouping of countries along socio-eco-
nomic and political characteristics. The Global South is 
a term often used to identify regions within Latin Amer-
ica, Asia, Africa, and Oceania.

•	 The global south consists of the poorest and 
least industrialized countries, which are mainly 
in the southern part of the world.

About the Summit:
India hosted the summit (as a president of G20) in a 
bid to articulate the views of the developing countries 
regarding the effects of the pandemic and the war in 
Ukraine.

•	 Aim: For bringing together countries of the 
global south and sharing their perspectives 
and priorities on a common platform across a 
whole range of issues.

•	 Theme: ‘Unity of Voice, Unity of Purpose’ 
•	 India is offering to become the voice of the 

Global South through the agenda of ‘respond, 
recognise, respect, and reform’.

•	 Voice of global South in the ongoing Crisis: Ac-
cording to PM Modi, the world is facing a lasting 
crisis and there is no clarity about how long this 
“state of instability” will last.

BHOPAL DECLARATION

Context: 
Bhopal Declaration was released after discussion in the 
two-day meeting of Think-20 under G20 in Bhopal

About the Declaration:
It was released after the Think20 (T20) meeting of G20 
countries’ think tanks and research centres.

Highlights of the declaration:
• To focus more on inclusive development
• Care for the welfare of every section of society 

in comparison to GDP
• Give special attention to children
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• Encourage the model of development led by 
women

• Bridge the gap between North and South 
• Work together to ensure the health of all
• Importance of localization in achieving G-20 

sustainable development goals
• Triangular cooperation of government, society, 

and private organizations

WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM INI-
TIATIVES

Context: 
Here we have clubbed all the initiatives announced (or 
highlighted) in this year’s ongoing World Economic Fo-
rum’s Summit at Davos (Switzerland)

• Giving to Amplify Earth Action (GAEA): WEF 
launched GAEA to allow over $3 trillion of fi-
nancing needed each year to reach net-zero, 
reverse nature loss and restore biodiversity by 
2050. 
	The fund is to be accumulated through 

Public-private and philanthropic part-
nerships (PPPP)

• FireAID Initiative: This project was first launched 
in January 2022. A recent report (released now) 
has highlighted its success. 
	It uses Artificial Intelligence to allow 

better prediction of wildfires and effi-
cient use of resources during firefight-
ing operations

	It creates a digital twin for fire response 
and management and allows firefight-
ers to test hypotheses of intervention 
measures

• WEF has highlighted that countries need to do 
three things to the utilization of Fourth Industri-
al Revolution

1. Become Resilient to enable growth, 
sustainability and inclusivity esp. in the 
Manufacturing sector and supply chains 

2. From speed to scale: Large technology 
adoption and workforce empowerment

3. Increase collaborations: Esp. with sup-
ply chain partners, industrial ecosystem, 
and public sector stakeholders.

•	 The Fourth Industrial Revolution conceptu-
alizes rapid change to technology, industries, 
and societal patterns and processes in the 21st 

century due to increasing interconnectivity and 
smart automation

About WEF:
The World Economic Forum is an international 
non-governmental and lobbying organisation based in 
Cologne, canton of Geneva, Switzerland. It was found-
ed in 1971 by German engineer and economist Klaus 
Schwab. It has broadened its vision to include providing 
a platform for resolving international conflicts and cli-
mate change.

GS3
Economy

EXPORTERS UNDER SCANNER 
FOR TAX SCHEME MISUSE

Context: 
As per the GST authorities, exporters are misusing the 
government’s duty drawback scheme (DDS) by claim-
ing it along with refunds of integrated goods and ser-
vices tax (GST).

What is the issue?
Over 100 exporters (mainly in apparel, drugs and leath-
er) have “illegally” drawn benefits from the integrated 
GST refund claims on exports while also claiming under 
DDS. 

• Duty drawback can be only claimed for com-
pensating unrelated taxes and duties and not 
for GST. 

What is Duty Drawback Scheme?
The Duty Drawback Scheme provides exporters with 
a refund of customs duty paid on unused imported 
goods, or goods that will be treated, processed or in-
corporated into other goods for export. 
Claims must be lodged within 4 years from the date the 
goods were exported.
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NATIONAL COAL INDEX

Context: 
While launching the sixth-round commercial coal 
mines’ auction for 141 coal mines, the ministry of Coal 
has decided to annually revise Performance Bank Guar-
antee (PBG) annually based on the National Coal Index 
(NCI) for the month of April at the beginning of the year. 

Why the revision in PBG?
Since the prices of coal fluctuate and have increased 
recently, the revision of PBG will ensure ease of doing 
business for companies and allow more investors in the 
coal sector. 

What is PBG?
It is a bank guarantee that needs to be submitted for 
each successfully auctioned coal mine by the winning 
entity. It shows that the entity has the capability to car-
ry on the mining activity. 

What is a coal auction?
After the cancellation of coal licenses by India’s su-
preme court, an auction-based regime was introduced 
in 2014, which allowed private sector participation. 
However, it was limited to captive usage in its own end-
use plants. The sector has recently been opened for 
commercial mining by the private sector.

What is NCI?
It is a price index reflecting the change in the price level 
of coal in a particular month relative to the fixed base 
year (2017-18 in this case)

•	 The ministry of coal has started the commercial 
auction of coal mines on a revenue-share basis 
using the National Coal Index 

NATIONAL TEXTILE CORPORA-
TION

Context: 
Union Textile Ministry will form a committee to speed 
up the redevelopment of land under nine mills of the 
National Textile Corporation (NTC) in Mumbai. 

• A total of 11 chawls exist on the lands of these 
nine mills, and residents of these chawls will 
now get 405 sqft houses as compared with their 
current 100-150 sqft houses, he said.

About NTC:
National Textile Corporation is a central public sector 
undertaking under the ownership of the Ministry of 
Textiles. It owns 23 working textile mills which pro-
duce yarn and fabric. The company was incorporated 
in 1968.

EXPECTED LOSS-BASED AP-
PROACH FOR LOAN LOSS PROVI-

SIONING BY BANKS

Context: 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) released the Discus-
sion Paper that proposed a framework for the adoption 
of an expected loss-based approach for provisioning 
against loan loss by banks in India.

About the proposed framework:
• RBI proposes to use an Expected loss-based 

approach for provisioning against loan loss by 
banks (This approach is in line with Internation-
al Financial reporting standards guidelines)
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• Banks would be allowed to design and imple-
ment their own models for measuring expected 
credit losses (although RBI will provide broader 
guidelines) for the purpose of estimating loss 
provisions in line with the proposed principles.

• To enable a seamless transition, as permitted 
under the Basel guidelines, banks will be pro-
vided with an option to phase out the effect of 
increased provisions on Common Equity Tier I 
capital, over a maximum period of five years.

• Regional rural banks and smaller cooperative 
banks (based on a threshold to be decided 
based on comments) are proposed to be kept 
out of the framework.

What is Provisioning?
Under provisioning, banks have to set aside or provide 
funds to a prescribed percentage of their bad assets. 
The percentage of bad asset that has to be ‘provided 
for’ is called the provisioning coverage ratio.

• It helps the bank balance the income and sur-
vive during bad times and is recorded in the in-
come statement as a non-cash expense.

What is CET 1 Capital?
Common Equity Tier 1 capital (CET1) is the highest 
quality of regulatory capital, as it absorbs losses imme-
diately when they occur. 

WATERWAYS NETWORK

Context: 
India’s eyes ₹35kcr investments by 
2047 to create a waterways network 

What is a waterway?
Waterways include linear water features such as riv-
ers, canals and streams, as well as water areas such as 

lakes, reservoirs and docks. 
Initiatives for the waterway network:

•	 111 waterways have been declared as National 
Waterways (NW) under the national waterways 
act 2016. Of this 13 are currently operational.

•	 CAR-D (Cargo Data) Portal for tracking all cargo 
and cruise movement on National Waterways

•	 PANI (Portal for Asset and navigation Informa-
tion) for information regarding waterways

Related News: 
MV Ganga Vilas is the first river cruise to connect Ut-
tar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal and Assam. 
It begins in Varanasi (UP) and concludes in Dibrugarh 
(Assam). This cruise will cover a distance of more than 
3,200 km across NW1 (Ganga-Bhagirathi-Hooghly), In-
do-Bangladesh Protocol (IBP) Route 1 and NW2 (Brah-
maputra).

 

ETALIN HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT 
(EHEP)

Context: 
The Forest Advisory Committee (FAC) has asked the 
Arunachal Pradesh government to file a fresh proposal 
for forest diversion and the construction of the EHEP.

Background: 
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• The FAC (under the MoEF&CC) order came amid 
reports of noncompliance with its conditions 
and widespread opposition to the project in the 
region.

• The HEP will necessitate the diversion of 
1,165.66 hectares of forest land and the felling 
of more than 280,000 trees in the area, which is 
one of the world’s mega biodiversity hotspots.

About the EHEP:
• The contentious 3,097-megawatt project is 

located in the Dibang Valley (a biodiversity 
hotspot), Arunachal Pradesh. 

• It was proposed (in 2008) to be developed as 
a joint venture between Jindal Power Ltd and 
the Hydropower Development Corporation of 
Arunachal Pradesh Ltd.

• The plan combined two run-of-the-river 
schemes with limited storage requiring con-
crete gravity dams on rivers Tangon and Dri - 
tributaries of Dibang river. 

• It ran into several controversies over concerns 
of ecological damage, forest invasion and tribal 
displacement (Idu-Mishmi tribes). 

Related News: IE
Context: The NGT has initiated cases taking suo motu 
cognisance of (The Indian Express) report on six mega 
projects where stringent clearance conditions to 
compensate for the high environmental impact were 
sidestepped.
Some of the projects are:

● Kulda-Tamnar coal link run by Mahanadi Coal-
fields Limited (MCL) in Odisha

● Tamnar thermal plant operated by Jindal 
Power Limited (JPL) in Chhattisgarh

● Dibang hydel project - a planned concrete 
gravity dam in Arunachal Pradesh

● Lower Subansiri hydel project - the biggest hy-
droelectric project undertaken in India so far 
and is a run-of-river scheme on river Subansi-
ri, Arunachal Pradesh

                   

GRAMEEN UDYAMI SCHEME

Context: 
MoS Shri Rajeev Chandrasekhar to attend the felic-
itation programme of 200 tribal women under the 
Grameen Udyami Scheme

• Under the programme, the endeavour is to 
multi-skill India’s youth and impart functional 
skills to them for enabling livelihoods

• Launched by: National Skill Development Cor-
poration (NSDC) 

About NSDC: 
NSDC is a non-profit public limited company established 
in 2008, under Section 25 of the Companies Act, 1956. 
The Ministry of Finance established NSDC as a Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) model.

• The Government of India, through the Minis-
try of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship 
(MSDE), owns 49% of NSDC, while the private 
sector owns the remaining 51%.

• The project is being implemented in six states— 
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, and Gujarat.

NSDC under the aegis of the Ministry of Skill Devel-
opment and Enterprises (MSDE) has supported the 
setting up of labs and classrooms through Sector Skill 
Councils (SSCs) in Seva Bharti Kendra Skill Development 
Center.

APPLICATION SUPPORTED BY THE 
BLOCKED AMOUNT (ASBA) SYS-

TEM
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Context: 
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) 
has released a consultation paper “Blocking of Funds 
for Trading in Secondary Market”

• It seeks to extend the ASBA system to the sec-
ondary market

What is the Primary and Secondary Market?

What is ASBA in the Primary market?
When an investor applies for shares in an IPO/FPO; he/
she deposits a security amount in a separate fund. It 
remains in the investor’s bank account and generates 
interest. If the allotment of shares occurs to the investor, 
then the funds are transferred to the company. If it 
doesn’t occur, the money remains with the investor.

• This is made possible by ASBA, wherein inves-
tors give authorization to banks to block funds 
available in his/her Bank accounts for purchas-
ing IPO/FPO. 

What is the reason behind this move by SEBI?
• ASBA system in the primary market aims to elim-

inate the need to transfer funds in advance to 
a broker. Therefore, it reduces the chances of 
misuse or losses caused by broker defaults.

• However, currently, in the secondary market, 
investors have to submit collateral or transfer 
funds in advance to the broker before executing 
a trade. This sometimes leads to misuse. 

About SEBI
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (statutory; 
founded in 1988; HQ: Mumbai) is the regulatory body 
for the securities and commodity market in India un-
der the ownership of the Ministry of Finance within the 
Government of India.

NATURE RISK PROFILE (NRP)

Context: 
The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and S&P Glob-
al launched ‘Nature Risk Profile’, a new methodology 
for analyzing companies’ impacts and dependencies on 
nature

• It was released at Davos World Economic Fo-
rum Summit

• Its methodology is based on Kunming-Montreal 
Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) 

Aim of NRP: The Nature Risk Profile is aimed at enabling 
the financial sector to measure and address nature-re-
lated risk by providing scientifically robust and action-
able analytics on nature impacts and dependencies.

Importance: 
With half of the world’s GDP highly dependent on na-
ture, biodiversity loss is a growing concern for global 
business leaders. According to the World Economic Fo-
rum’s 2023 Global Risks Report

                                            

About UNEP
The United Nations Environment Programme (HQ: 
Nairobi, Kenya) is responsible for coordinating re-
sponses to environmental issues within the United Na-
tions system. It was established by Maurice Strong, its 
first director, after the United Nations Conference on 
the Human Environment in Stockholm in June 1972.
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About S&P:
S&P Global Inc. is an American publicly traded corpo-
ration headquartered in Manhattan, New York City. Its 
primary areas of business are financial information and 
analytics.
About Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Frame-
work:
It was adopted last year (December 2022) and includes 
several targets for countries, businesses and other 
stakeholders for saving biodiversity including 30x30 
Deal, Money for Nature (ensure USD200 billion per 
year) etc. 

News Related to ongoing WEF 
The World Economic Forum (WEF) has chosen Hyder-
abad City (Telangana) to set up its Centre for the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution (C4IR) focused on healthcare and 
life sciences. It will be the 18th centre in WEF’s network 
of Fourth IR centres. 
Also, see yesterday’s FFP for initiatives launched in the 
WEF and about the 4th IR

CALLER NAME PRESENTATION 
(CNAP)

Context: 
Telecom operators have said that a proposal - CNAP - 
by the Telecom Regulatory Authority (TRAI) of India to 
display callers’ names could have privacy implications. 

Background: 
Currently, there are some applications (Truecaller) 
which offer a similar service. However, all of them are 
third-party apps and depend on crowd-sourced data. 

What is CNAP?
• The CNAP feature will allow users to know the 

identity of the person calling them. 
• The basic idea is that if people are aware of the 

person who is calling them, they can make an 
informed choice about those calls. 

• At the same time, such a feature could poten-
tially help in curbing harassment and other 
spam calls.

Concerns about CNAP:
• Privacy concerns: Given that handset manufac-

turers and OS providers have control over the 
data obtained through the CNAP, this could re-
sult in the breach of subscriber data privacy.
	Women, in particular, could be the most 

vulnerable
• Technical challenges: The time-division multi-

plexing (TDM) based interconnection between 
telcos does not support CNAP. Further, there are 
no standards for CNAP over 2G/3G networks.

• Could be inaccurate: Several people purchase 
SIM cards using forged identity cards and TRAI’s 
proposal to use SIM registration data might be 
fraught with inaccuracies.

ADDITIONAL TIER-1 BONDS AND 
THE CASE AGAINST YES BANK

Context: 
The Bombay HC quashed the write-off of Additional 
Tier-1 (AT1) bonds worth Rs 8,400 crore issued by Yes 
Bank Ltd, bringing relief to investors.

Background:
• Yes Bank, which was on the verge of collapse, 

was placed under a moratorium by the RBI in 
2020 and a new management and board were 
appointed as part of a rescue plan worked out 
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by the RBI. 
• The central bank allowed a write-off of Rs 8,400 

crore on AT1 bonds issued by Yes Bank after it 
was rescued by the SBI.

• A SEBI probe found that the bank facilitated the 
selling of AT1 bonds (as a ‘Super FD’ and ‘as safe 
as FD’) from institutional investors to individu-
al investors, who were not informed about all 
the risks involved in the subscription of these 
bonds.

What are AT1 bonds?
• These are unsecured bonds (issued by banks) 

that have perpetual tenor (no maturity date). 
These bonds are typically used by banks to bol-
ster their core or tier-1 capital.
	Tier I capital is a bank’s highest quali-

ty capital because it is fully available to 
cover losses and is made up primarily 
of share capital and disclosed reserves.

• They have a call option, which can be used by 
the banks to buy these bonds back from inves-
tors. 

• AT1 bonds are subordinate to all other debt 
and only senior to common equity. Mutual 
funds (MFs) were among the largest investors in 
perpetual debt instruments.

                                

GOOGLE AND CCI 

Context: 
The Supreme Court refused to stay the order passed by 
the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) 
directing Google to deposit 10% of a penalty of ₹1,337 
crore imposed by the Competition Commission of In-
dia (CCI).

What is the issue about?
• Google abused its dominant position in the An-

droid ecosphere (anti-competitive practices) by 
mandating the pre-installation of Google mobile 
services including Search, YouTube, Maps, etc. 

• As per CCI, Google can’t force equipment man-
ufacturers to pre-install Google’s app. It can’t 
restrict uninstalling its pre-installed apps. 

About NCLAT:
The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal is a tri-
bunal which was formed by the Central Government of 
India under Section 410 of the Companies Act, 2013, 
for hearing appeals against the orders of National Com-
pany Law Tribunal(s) (NCLT), with effect from 1st June 
2016.

• NCLT is a body having original Jurisdic-
tion. NCLAT is a body having Appellate Jurisdic-
tion.

Science and Technology

LASER TO GUIDE LIGHTNING 
BOLTS

Context: 
Scientists have used a laser beam to guide lightning 
for the first time, hoping the technique to help protect 
against deadly bolts -- and one day maybe even trigger 
them.
During a storm in the summer of 2021, the scientists 
were able to photograph their beam driving a lightning 
bolt for 50 meters.

About Lightning:
Lightning is a very rapid — and massive — discharge of 
electricity in the atmosphere, some of which is direct-
ed towards the Earth’s surface. 
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WHAT IS A ‘PANTRANSCRIP-
TOME’?

Context: 
A new study published in the journal Nature Methods, 
has proposed a “pantranscriptome,” which combines 
a transcriptome and a pangenome -- a reference that 
contains genetic material from a cohort of diverse in-
dividuals, rather than just a single linear strand.

About Pan Transcriptome:
• Using a reference genome from a single organ-

ism is not reliable and there exists considerable 
variation in the intra-specie genomes.

• This gave birth to the pan- genomics, which di-
vides the genome of the specie into three parts, 
core genome, dispensable genome, and unique 
genes.

• Transcriptome represents all the RNA mole-
cules present in a specie or in an organism.

• Building a pan-transcriptome is necessary for 
studying and analyzing complex genomes and 
variations between species.

How it works:
• RNA’s most commonly recognized function is to 

translate DNA into proteins, but scientists now 
understand that the vast majority of RNA does 
not make proteins, but instead can play roles 
such as influencing cell structure or regulating 
genes.

• When evaluating an individual’s genomic data 
for variation, scientists compare the individu-
al’s genome to that of a reference made up of a 
single, linear strand of DNA bases. 

• Using a pangenome allows researchers to com-
pare an individual’s genome to that of a genet-
ically diverse cohort of reference sequences all 
at once, sourced from individuals representing 
a diversity of biogeographic ancestry.

• This gives the scientists more points of compar-
ison for which to better understand an individu-
al’s genomic variation.

MERCURY’S SUPERCONDUCTIVI-
TY

Context: 
Superconductivity was first discovered in mercury, yet 
scientists required 111 years to explain how it becomes 
superconducting
In 1911, Dutch physicist Heike Kamerlingh Onnes disc
overed superconductivity in mercury. He found that at 
a very low temperature, called the threshold tempera-
ture, solid mercury offers no resistance to the flow of 
electric current.

                           
The Bardeen-Cooper-Schrieffer (BCS Theory) to ex-
plain the superconductivity of Mercury: Details of the 
theory are technical in nature and you may skip it from 
a UPSC point of view. 

About Mercury:
Mercury is a naturally occurring element that is found 
in air, water and soil. It is released into the atmosphere 
through natural processes such as weathering of rocks, 
volcanic eruptions, geothermal activities, forest fires, 
etc. It is the only metal which remains liquid at room 
temperature.



www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

54

                       

About Superconductivity: 
Superconductors are materials that conduct electricity 
with no resistance. Unlike the more familiar conductors 
such as copper or steel, a superconductor can carry a 
current indefinitely without losing any energy. 

• Advantages of superconductors: low power dis-
sipation, high-speed operation, and high sensi-
tivity

• Application: E.g., MRI machines, Particle accel-
erators, Power utilities, electronics companies, 
the military, and transportation.

Meissner effect
When a material makes the transition from the normal 
to the superconducting state, it actively excludes mag-
netic fields from its interior; this is called the Meissner 
effect.

Health

A NOVEL SPRAY TO PREVENT 
COVID-19 INFECTION

Context:  
Researchers have created new molecules that can be 
sprayed into the nose to block the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
from entering the lungs and causing infection.

About research:
• Engineers at the Johns Hopkins University in the 

US have now created thin, thread-like strands 
of molecules called supramolecular filaments 
capable of blocking the virus in its tracks.

• The key to this approach is the way that the fil-
aments carry a receptor called angiotensin con-
verting enzyme-2, or ACE2, which is also found 
in cells in the nasal lining, the lung surface, and 
the small intestine.

• The spike protein of the virus clicks into this re-
ceptor, much like a key going into a lock, allow-
ing it to enter the cell and replicate. Once the 
virus is locked into the cell, it prevents the cell 
from executing its normal functions, leading to 
and exacerbating infections.

• It is known to researchers that adding extra 
ACE2 into airways can block virus entry, essen-
tially preventing the virus from binding with 
ACE2 in the lungs.

• The team’s newly developed filament, called 
fACE2, serves as a decoy binding site for the vi-
rus, with each filament offering several recep-
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tors for the COVID-19 spike protein to attach to, 
and silences ACE2’s biological functions to avoid 
potential side effects.

INDIA CAN LEAD EFFORTS TO 
FIND A NEW TB VACCINE

Context: 
India needs to develop a new vaccine for tuberculosis, 
considering its accelerated timeline for TB elimination 
(by 2025) than the rest of the world.

• TB is the issue of equity: In India, the main risk 
factor for TB is undernutrition. TB incidence is 
higher in lower economic groups, especially in 
tribal and remote rural areas and in the urban 
poor. This becomes an issue of equity. 

• REACH, an NGO working in the area of TB
• Recently, WHO announced plans to establish a 

new TB Vaccine Accelerator Council to facilitate 
the licensing and use of effective novel TB vac-
cines.

• BCG is currently the only licensed TB vaccine. 

About TB:
Tuberculosis (TB) is a potentially serious infectious dis-
ease that mainly affects the lungs. The bacteria that 
cause tuberculosis are spread from person to person 
through tiny droplets released into the air via coughs 
and sneezes.

Space

‘SHUKRAYAAN’

Context: 
Professor at the Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) and advisor to its space science program, said 
that the organization is yet to receive approval from the 
Indian government for the Venus mission and that the 
mission could as a result be postponed to 2031.

Other countries’ mission to Venus:
• Both the U.S. and the European space agencies 

have Venus missions planned for 2031 —VERI-
TAS and EnVision, respectively.

ISRO had originally hoped to launch Shukrayaan I in 
mid-2023 but cited the pandemic when it pushed the 
date to December 2024. Other ISRO missions, including 
Aditya L1 and Chandrayaan III, have also been affected 
by manufacturing delays and commercial launch com-
mitments.
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SOLITARY WAVES NEAR MARS 

Context: 
Scientists have reported the first evidence of the pres-
ence of solitary waves or distinct electric field fluctua-
tions in the Martian magnetosphere. 
The study of these waves is crucial as they directly con-
trol particle energization, plasma loss, transport, etc., 
through wave-particle interactions.

About Solitary Waves:
• Solitary waves are distinct electric field fluctu-

ations (bipolar or monopolar) that follow con-
stant amplitude-phase relations. Their shape 
and size are less affected during their propaga-
tion. 

• These pulses are dominantly seen in the dawn 
and afternoon dusk sectors at an altitude of 
1000–3500 km around Mars. The dominant oc-
currence of solitary waves in the dawn and dusk 
sector is still a mystery and needs further inves-
tigation.

• As these waves are known to be responsible 
for the plasma energization and its transport 
in Earth’s magnetosphere, the team is further 
exploring their role in the particle dynamics in 
the Martian magnetosphere and whether such 
waves play any role in the loss of atmospheric 
ions on Mars.     

GIANT METREWAVE RADIO TELE-
SCOPE 

Context: 
Astronomers from McGill University in Canada and 
the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in Bengaluru have 
used data from the Giant Metrewave Radio Telescope 
(GMRT) in Pune to detect a radio signal originating 
from atomic hydrogen in an extremely distant galaxy. 

About Atomic Hydrogen:
• It is the basic fuel required for star formation 

in a galaxy. 
• When hot ionized gas from the surrounding 

medium falls onto the galaxy, the gas cools and 
forms atomic hydrogen. 

• It then becomes molecular hydrogen and even-
tually leads to the formation of stars.

Key Findings:
• Gravitational lensing was used, in which the 

light emitted by the source is bent due to the 
presence of another massive body between 
the target galaxy and the observer, resulting in 
the “magnification” of the signal.  

• The atomic hydrogen mass of this particular 
galaxy is twice as high as its stellar mass. 

• The results demonstrate the feasibility of ob-
serving atomic gas from galaxies at cosmolog-
ical distances in similar lensed systems with a 
modest amount of observing time.

• Opens up exciting new possibilities for probing 
the cosmic evolution of neutral gas through 
low-frequency telescopes.

JAMES WEBB TELESCOPE DIS-
COVERS ITS FIRST EARTH-SIZED 

EXOPLANET

Context: 
James Webb Space Telescope has discovered its first 
new exoplanet. The planet is named LHS 475 b, and it 
is roughly the same size as Earth.

About Exoplanets:
• Exoplanets are planets that orbit other stars 

and are beyond our solar system. 
• If an exoplanet is too close to the star, it might 

be too hot to sustain liquid water. 
• If it’s too far, it might only have frozen water. 
• When a planet is at a distance that enables it to 

have liquid water, it is said to be in the “Goldi-
locks zone”.
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Why study exoplanets:
• Broadens our understanding of other solar sys-

tems
• Helps us piece together information about our 

own planetary system and origin.
• To search for living organisms in the universe.

Environment

ASIAN WATERBIRD CENSUS 
(AWC) 2023

Context: 
 Wetlands International’s largest annual water bird cen-
sus named “Asian Water Bird Census” (AWC) 2023” 
began on January 7, 2023, across Asia and Australasia 
simultaneously and will conclude on January 22, 2023

About AWC: 
• AWC (started in 1987) is part of the Internation-

al Waterbird census coordinated by Wetland In-
ternational

• In India, AWC is coordinated by the Bombay Nat-
ural History Society (BNHS) (founded in 1883, 
an NGO) and Wetland International (NGO).

Significance:
 AWC supports the conservation of wetlands and water 
birds worldwide. AWC data is used to promote national 
water bird and wetland conservation and for other ini-
tiatives such as:

• Waterbird Population Estimates Programme 
(WI)

• Global Species Programme (Red List, by IUCN)
• Important Bird Area Programme (BirdLife inter-

national)

• Bonn Convention (for Migratory Species)
• Central Asian flyway Action plan

                                            

GOVT EXEMPTS KEY INFRA PROJ-
ECTS FROM WILDLIFE FUND 

RULES

Context: 
The Centre has exempted road, rail, and transmission 
line projects from having to deposit 2% and 0.5% of the 
total project cost towards the cost of the Wildlife Man-
agement Plan (WMP) and Soil and Moisture Conserva-
tion Plan (SMCP) in a move that will benefit developers, 
but which has been criticised by environmentalists

Previous guidelines:
The Union environment ministry under guidelines is-
sued on June 7, 2022 made it mandatory for all projects 
to deposit 2% of the total project cost towards the cost 
of implementation of WMP and 0.5% for SMCP, as the 
case may be, to obtain Stage-II (final forest) clearance 
under the Forest Conservation Act 1980 (FCA).
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Why are the changes now?
The government decided to tweak the guidelines for 
road and other linear projects such as rail lines, side-
walks, trails, and transmission lines after it was pointed 
out that these projects would end up paying for the en-
tire length of the project even though only a small part 
would pass through a forest

•	 Now the cost of WMP and SMCP will be propor-
tionate to extent of forest land involved instead 
of the total project cost

About FCA, 1980:
FCA regulated deforestation and aims to preserve the 
forest ecosystem of India and the integrity and territory 
of the forests. It prohibits the felling of forests for any 
non-forestry use without prior permission of the cen-
tral government. 

Climate Change

THE GLASGOW FINANCIAL ALLI-
ANCE FOR NET ZERO (GFANZ)

Context: 
The world’s largest banks and asset owners (members 
of GFANZ) that have pledged Net Zero actions are con-
tinuing to fund the expansion of the coal, oil and fossil 
gas industries.

About GFANZ:
The Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero (GFANZ) 
is a global coalition of leading financial institutions that 
claim to be committed to accelerating the decarbonisa-
tion of the economy. 

It was launched in 2021 by the UN Special Envoy on Cli-
mate Action and Finance and COP26 along with UNFC-
CC Race to Zero Campaign. It has over 550 members. 

About Race to Zero Campaign:
Race to Zero is the UN-backed global campaign rallying 
non-State actors – including companies, cities, regions, 
financial, educational, and healthcare institutions – to 
take rigorous and immediate action to halve global 
emissions by 2030 and deliver a healthier, fairer ze-
ro-carbon world in time.

Pollution and Waste

TECHNOLOGY FOR AIR QUALITY 
MONITORING SYSTEM (AI-AQMS 

V1.0)

Context:
  Under the ‘National programme on Electronics and ICT 
applications in Agriculture and Environment (AgriEn-
Ics)’- the Centre for Development of Advanced Comput-
ing (C-DAC),  in collaboration with TeXMIN, ISM, Dhan-
bad has developed an outdoor air quality monitoring 
station to monitor environmental pollutants.

• It will monitor parameters like PM 1.0, PM 2.5, 
PM 10.0, SO2, NO2, CO, O2, ambient tempera-
ture, relative humidity, etc., for continuous air 
quality analysis of the environment.

• The new Air Quality Monitoring System (AI-
AQMS v1.0) will soon be available for a wider 
market as the new technology is already trans-
ferred to JM EnviroLab for further commercial-
ization and deployment in different mining and 
cement industries.
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Related News:
 (MeitY) also launched the technology for biosensing 
systems for the detection of Endocrine Disrupting 
Chemicals in aquatic ecosystems (MEAN) for qualita-
tive and quantitative analysis of EDC content in water 
bodies. 

About EDC:
Endocrine-disrupting chemicals (EDCs) are substances 
in the environment (natural- air, soil, or water) or man-
ufactured (man-made) products that interfere with 
the normal function of the body’s endocrine system.
The most common EDCs are-

• Bisphenol A (BPA) - used to make certain plas-
tics and epoxy resins

• Dioxins - a byproduct in herbicide production 
and paper bleaching

• Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances 
(PFAS) - used in a non-stick pan, paper and tex-
tile coatings

• Phthalates - used to make plastics more flexible
• Phytoestrogens - found in plants that have hor-

mone-like activity, such as tofu or soy milk
• Triclosan - found in some anti-microbial and 

personal care products
• Endosulfan – an organochlorine insecticide that 

caused health hazards in the state of Kerala. 

POLLUTION MAP BASED ON 
ROADSIDE DUST

Context: 
Geologists at Jadavpur University have found that they 
can get a preliminary sense of the pollution in an area 
by collecting roadside dust and testing it with magnet-
ic fields. 

•	 The technique reveals the presence of different 
magnetic elements, and by tracing them back 
to specific sources of pollution, the research-
ers could tell which sources were dominating 
in different places.

About Environmental Magnetism:
•	 Their study is in the area of environmental mag-

netism – which is “magnetism as it depicts the 
impact of climate change, pollution and envi-
ronmental footprints on magnetic minerals 

present in environmental samples such as soil, 
dust, and sediments,”

• Environmental magnetism deals with the identi-
fication of ferromagnetic grains and their grain 
size with an aim to reconstruct the way they 
are associated with the various environmental 
processes. 

Species in News

SALTIE CENSUS 2023

Context: 
The population of saltwater crocodiles in the water 
bodies of Bhitarkanika National Park and its nearby 
areas in Odisha’s Kendrapara district has marginally 
increased in 2023, according to the annual reptile 
census. 

About the annual reptile census:
• Techniques used for the census: Spotlights at 

night, GPS, and Photographic Interpretation to 
measure the length and age of the crocodiles
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Crocodile conservation programmes in India:
• The Gharial, Mugger and Saltwater crocodile 

conservation programme: The breeding and 
rearing programme for three species of croco-
dilians — saltwater crocodile, mugger and gha-
rial — had been started in 1975 in 34 places in 
West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, 
Bihar and other states in India and Nepal.

• ‘BAULA’ PROJECT AT DANGAMAL: ‘Baula’ is the 
Oriya term for Saltwater Crocodile. Dangmal is 
in the Bhitarkanika sanctuary.

• CAPTIVE BREEDING OF CROCODILES AT NAN-
DANKANAN, Odisha

• Odisha is having the distinction for the existence 
of all three species of Indian crocodilians

GREATER SCAUP

Context: 
A rare species of duck, Greater Scaup, locally known as 
Sadangman, was recently sighted in Loktak lake in Ma-
nipur’s Bishnupur district after a gap of over 90 years.

About Greater Scaup:
• IUCN Status: Least Concern
• The greater scaup (Aythya marila) is a medi-

um-sized diving duck belonging to the family 
Anatidae.

• The greater scaup species is distributed in Asia, 
Europe, the United States, and Canada.

• It is a rare visitor to the Indian Subcontinent.
 

SPOT BELLIED EAGLE OWL

Context: 
A ‘Spot Bellied Eagle Owl’ (Bubo Nipalensis) was spot-
ted for the first time in the Seshachalam forest, and for 
the third time in Andhra Pradesh.

About Spot Bellied Eagle Owl:
• The bold predatory bird feeds on small rodents 

and lizards. 
• The bird makes a strange scream similar to hu-

mans and it is hence called the ‘Ghost of the 
Forest’ in India and ‘Devil Bird’ in Sri Lanka.

• It is a forest-inhabiting species found in the Indi-
an Subcontinent and Southeast Asia

• IUCN Status: Least Concern

KEWDA OIL

Context: 
The recent growth in demand for kewda oil has boost-
ed the revenue of families in the coastal pockets of 
Odisha‘s Ganjam district who have been eking out a 
living by preparing aromatic kewda oil for years.

About Kewda:
• Ganjam kewda (Pandanus fascicularis) oil is 

steam-distilled from the flower of the aromatic 
screwpine plant and used as an aromatic in the 
food industry and other sectors. 

• It is registered under the Geographical Indica-
tions of Goods (Registration and Protection) 
Act, 1999 by the Government of India.
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• Colour depends on the sex of the pine. While 
the male pines are colourful and are used in oil 
making, the female pines are green and later 
turn brown.

Defence

VILLAGE DEFENCE COMMITTEES 
(VDC)

Context: 
With heightened terror activity in Jammu, the CRPF is 
reviving Village Defense Committees that was disband-
ed in the early 2000s

What is a JK Village Defence Committee (VDC)?
• The VDCs were first formed in the mid-1990s as 

a force multiplier against militant attacks. The 
VDCs have now been renamed Village Defence 
Guards (VDG). 

• Each VDG will be provided with a gun and 100 
rounds of ammunition

• Persons leading the VDGs will be paid Rs 4,500 
per month by the government, while others will 
get Rs 4,000 each

Origin of the VDCs: 
The idea was taken from the 1965 and 1971 Indo-Pak 
wars when the government armed ex-servicemen and 
abled-bodied youth in villages along the border to guard 
against the infiltration of Pakistani spies. The same was 
used in 1995 when violence escalated in Kashmir. 

Controversies surrounding the scheme: 
•	 In the past VDCs have faced allegations of hu-

man rights violations and other crimes, includ-
ing murder, rape and extortion.

•	 SC judgement in the case of Salwa Judum (an-
ti-Naxalite militia in the Chhatisgarh): In 2008, 
the Supreme Court directed the state govern-
ment to stop supporting and providing alms 
to Salwa Judum. The state government has no 
right to provide arms to a civilian and allow him 
to kill someone else.

Government’s stand:
• The government is not absolving itself of re-

sponsibilities by arming civilians. 
• A State is empowered to empower its citizens. 

There are three aspects to this: 
	Protection
	Confidence building of a community
	Visibility of armed people that could 

act as a deterrence in case of an attack

VARUNA’ – 2023

Context: 
The 21st Edition of the Bilateral Naval Exercise be-
tween India and France – Exercise Varuna commenced 
on the Western Seaboard 
While the bilateral exercise between the two navies 
was initiated in 1993, it was christened as ‘VARUNA’ in 
2001 and has become a hallmark of the India – France 
strategic bilateral relationship.
The exercise facilitates operational-level interaction 
between the two navies to foster mutual cooperation 
for good order at sea, underscoring the shared commit-
ment of both nations to security, safety, and freedom of 
the global maritime commons.

List of exercises between India and France:

Army SHAKTI

Navy VARUNA

Air Force GARUDA
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LEOPARD 2 TANK

Context: 
Germany is under pressure to authorize sending Leop-
ard 2 tanks to Ukraine from other European nations.

• The Leopard 2 is one of the world’s leading bat-
tle tanks. Until now, both Ukraine and Russia 
have used Soviet-era tanks in battle, and the 
Leopards would offer a big step forward in ca-
pability.

What is a Leopard 2 tank?
• The Leopard 2 is one of the world’s leading bat-

tle tanks, used by the German Army for decades 
and by the militaries of more than a dozen oth-
er European nations, as well as by the armies of 
countries as far apart as Canada and Indonesia. 
It has seen service in conflict zones of Afghani-
stan, Kosovo, and Syria.

• The tank, which is powered by a diesel engine, 
features night-vision equipment and a laser 
range finder that can measure the distance to 
an object, enabling it to better aim at a moving 
target while travelling over rough terrain. 

Why does Germany have to approve the trans-
fer of Leopards owned by other countries?

• Re-exporting German-made tanks without per-
mission would be illegal.

• The contracts that a country signs to obtain 
weapons from German manufacturers or Ger-
man military stocks require them to request a 
re-export license from the federal government 
should they wish to send such weapons to an-
other country. (The United States has similar 
requirements, as do other countries, including 
Switzerland.)

Content for Mains 
Enrichment (Eth-

ics/Essay):
 
Society

A GENTLER WORKPLACE

Context: 
Recently Chief Justice of India (CJI) Chandrachud 
brought his daughters to Supreme Court.

Other examples of children in the workplace:                            

Fig: Jacinda Ardern (New Zealand’s prime minister) 
just became the first world leader to give birth in office 
in almost 30 years.

                      
Fig: Australian Politician Larissa Waters became 1st in 
the world to breastfeed her baby in Parliament. 
. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/04/content-for-mains-enrichment-ethics-essay-12/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/04/content-for-mains-enrichment-ethics-essay-12/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/04/content-for-mains-enrichment-ethics-essay-12/
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DATA POINTS: OXFAM REPORT

As per the latest Oxfam Report titled ‘Survival of the 
Richest’: 

• Global: Richest 1% bag nearly twice as much 
wealth as the rest of the world put together 
over the past two years

• India: The richest 1% in India now own more 
than 40% of the country’s total wealth, while 
the bottom half of the population together 
share just 3% of wealth between 2012 and 2021
	Female workers earned only 63% of 

male workers earning
	Since the Pandemic, billionaires’ wealth 

has surged more than 100%
	Suggestions: Introduce Wealth taxes 

and windfall taxes, and raise taxes on 
capital gains. 

What is Oxfam?
Oxfam is a British-founded confederation of 21 inde-
pendent charitable organizations focusing on the alle-
viation of global poverty, founded in 1942 and led by 
Oxfam International.

TRIBES GET DOCUMENTS 

Direction: 
This example can be used in governance case studies/
Ethics case studies as an innovative step. 

Context: 
Wayanad becomes the first district in the country to 
provide basic documents and facilities such as Aadhaar 
cards, ration cards, birth/death certificates, election ID 
cards, bank accounts and health insurance to all tribes-
people.

Works done by the administration:
• Akshaya Big Campaign for Document Digitalisa-

tion (ABCD) campaign organised by the Wayanad 
district administration for people’s awareness.

• Collaboration with different departments: It or-
ganised over 26 campaigns across the district so 
far with the support of the Revenue and Tribal 
Development departments, District IT Mission, 
and local administrative bodies

• Ensuring basic documents to all citizens be-
longing to the Scheduled Tribes communities 
and these documents are digitalised and saved 
in Digi Locker accounts opened for them

Benefits:
• People (mostly tribal) can avail themselves of 

the government incentives
• It will save them the time and effort of visiting 

several offices
• Digitalising the documents through DigiLocker 

will help the beneficiaries easily retrieve the 
documents in case they are lost or damaged

• Build trust between people and the govern-
ment.

Economy

‘NAVPRAVARTAN STARTUP ZONE 
CHANPATIA’

DM Kundan Kumar’s (DM West Champaran, Bihar) 
initiatives were recognized for start-up and innovation 
in the IE governance excellence award for setting up a 
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startup zone in Chanpatia for the migrant workers who 
returned to the district during the Covid-19 lockdown 
in 2020.

• The startup zone has 57 units set up by the 
skilled labourers returned from Punjab, Maha-
rastra, Gujarat and other states

Impact: Buoyed by the success of a start-up zone run 
by migrant workers in the Chanpatia block of West 
Champaran district, the Bihar government has helped 
entrepreneurs establish several textile units across the 
state. Set up in Muzaffarpur, Dhaka (East Champaran), 
Pandaul (Madhubani) and Fatuah (Patna), these units 
employ local residents, migrants and the rural poor, in-
cluding women.

Fig: Kundan Kumar: Previously he also won the PM’s 
award for excellence in Public Administration 2021

Ethics

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. (1929-
1968)

DOCTOR DIDIS OF JHARKHAND

Doctor Didis (or Pashu Sakhi) of around 1,000 wom-
en in all 24 districts of Jharkhand have been recruited 
since October 2013 for the last mile of livestock man-
agement
                           

Values that can be learnt:
•	 Social engagement and persuasion: They ad-

vise farmers on health checks of their livestock, 
vaccinations, deworming, hygiene, breeding, 
feeding and management of animal waste.

o These women go door to door when 
called.

•	 Collaboration: Jharkhand Government (under 
its Jharkhand Opportunities for Harnessing Ru-
ral Growth (JOHAR)) and central government 
(under National Rural Livelihood Mission) to-
gether with World Bank

•	 Capacity building of community resources: 
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The pashu sakhis receive a 30-day training pro-
gram (Introductory, Practical, and Higher) at 
three levels in seven-day instalments on how to 
care for poultry, goats, and pigs.

What is social capital?
Social capital is a set of shared values or resources that 
allows individuals to work together in a group to effec-
tively achieve a common purpose. 

                                 
Environment/ India related Keywords which can be 
used in the Answer writings (you may click on the link 
to know more about the context of the keywords):

• Healing, harmony, hope
• One earth, one family, one future
• LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment)
• India: The Mother of Democracy
• The universal message of oneness

What makes you happy?
Direction: 
The image shows examples of smaller things that can 
bring joy and happiness for a moment. Previously UPSC 
had asked Questions on ‘Happiness’ in the Ethics paper. 
You can cite these examples in your answer. 

Civil Servants and Values

FAIZ AHMED MUMTAZ (DISTRICT 
MAGISTRATE OF JAMTARA IN 

JHARKHAND)

He has triggered what could be called a ‘library move-
ment’ in the infamous ‘phishing capital of India’ (also 
shown in the recent Netflix series ‘Jamtara’). 

1. He has successfully renovated 118 dilapidated 
government buildings and converted them into 
public libraries.

2. He has launched community libraries in all 118 
panchayats across six blocks of the region
in the past five months. 

3. He started over 100 Libraries in 150 Days

Jamtara is also associated with the great social re-
former and educator Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, who 
spent the last two years of his life here dedicated to the 
upliftment of tribals and the less fortunate.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/opinion/a-presidency-of-hope-harmony-and-healing-101669820660288.html
https://newsonair.com/2022/12/02/one-earth-one-family-one-future-to-be-indias-moto-for-g20-presidency/
https://www.mygov.in/life/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1878688
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mandeeprai/2020/11/30/the-universal-message-of-oneness-equality--the-value-of-potential-makes-for-a-better-tomorrow/


www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

66

Fig: Faiz Ahmed Mumtaz

VISHAL SINGH (DM, MALKANGI-
RI, ODISHA)

He implemented a micro-irrigation project in 6 villages 
in Odisha’s Malkangiri district It helped over 300 farm-
ers grow a 2nd crop & increased household income by 
60%

CHANCHAL RANA (BALANGIR, 
ODISHA)

He implemented “Gender and Inclusion” in the Balan-
gir district. 
He successfully implemented the Sweekruti Scheme 
which aims to offer dignity, inclusion and livelihood to 
the transgender community and avail the members of 
the community of all social security schemes

SHARAD KUMAR DWIVEDI (GOV-
ERNANCE AWARD IN E-GOVER-

NANCE FOR WORK IN NORTH 24 
PARGANAS DISTRICT, WEST BEN-

GAL)

He enabled:
•	 Management of vehicle parking & movement
•	 Online system to unclog traffic at one of India’s 

busiest ports
•	 Reducing wait time from 39 days to 2 days

SUMIT GUPTA (GOVERNANCE 
AWARD IN SUSTAINABILITY AND 

DISASTER MANAGEMENT FOR 
WORK IN SOUTH 24 PARGANAS 

DISTRICT, WEST BENGAL)

Key work: 
•	 Mission Mangrove with sustainable develop-

ment goals



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 67

•	 Planting over 12 crore mangrove trees across 
4579 hectares to act as a bio-shield against cy-
clones

PAWAN KADYAN (GOVERNANCE 
AWARD IN SWACHHATA (CLEAN-

LINESS INITIATIVES) WORK IN 
COOCH BEHAR, WEST BENGAL)

Key work:
•	 Mission Nirmal Cooch Behar
•	 16 solid waste management units; plastic and 

liquid waste management unit set up
•	 1400 community sanitary complexes in place

DIVYA S IYER (GOVERNANCE 
AWARD, COLLECTOR PATHANA-

MTHITTA, KERELA)

Key work: 
•	 Crowd management at a key pilgrimage spot
•	 Coordinating with 52 stakeholder departments 
•	 Safety walks and landslide hazard mapping car-

ried out
•	 Last year she delivered a speech at the sixth 

International Film Festival of Adoor with her 

three-and-a-half-year-old son in her arms. 
o While critics pointed out the ‘propriety’, 

those backing Iyer, highlighted the mul-
tiple roles women play and their right to 
have their moments with their children.

 
 

HARICHANDANA DASARI (GOV-
ERNANCE AWARD IN PUBLIC 

AMENITIES, NARAYANPET, TEL-
ANGANA)

She is well-known for her work as an officer passion-
ate about the environment and a recycling champion 
(Eco-Warrior). She left her prestigious job at World 
Bank in London to come back to India and become an 
IAS officer. 

Key works: 
•	 Innovative toilet models 
•	 More than 11,000 public toilets were set up in 

3 months 
•	 Making Narayanpet an Open Defecation Free 

district

              

KRISHNANUNNI H (EXCELLENCE 
IN GOVERNANCE AWARD IN 
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HEALTHCARE, DM ERODE, TAMIL 
NADU)

Keywork: 
•	 Launch of Punnagai (smile in Tamil), a multi-sec-

toral tele-facilitation project
•	 5G wireless systems in Kathirimalai to deliver 

healthcare to tribals

KEYWORDS AND QUOTES

Direction: 
These keywords/Quotes can be used in Essay/Ethics/ 
and in the introduction and conclusion of GS answers. 

Quotes:
• On Education and World Peace:

	Maria Montessori (Italian physician and 
educator best known for the philoso-
phy of education): “Establishing lasting 
peace is the work of education; all poli-
tics can do is to keep us out of war”. 

	The need for education to play an ef-
fective role in nurturing “cultures of 
peace” is internationally acknowledged

	India at 100 will evolve from the certi-
tudes of a Vishwaguru to the resilience 
of a “Shreshta Shishya”, with the humil-
ity of the eternal seeker, ever learning, 
ever flowing, malleable enough to put 
her own truths to stringent scrutiny.

• ‘Writing as a form of Resistance’: Writing is 
a “form of resistance to forgetfulness, to dis-
traction, to neglect, to let what we know 
and what we remember to pass away”. 
by Nobel Laureate Abdulrazak Gurnah
	Usages: It can be used in an essay show-

ing the significance of literature/writing 

as a political tool

• You can carve your own path, Be your own kind 
of leader- Jacinda Ardern (New Zealand Prime 
Minister)
	Context: Jacinda Ardern has recently 

announced her resignation, at peak of 
her career. She is considered one of the 
best and most progressive world lead-
ers.

• Like in business, ‘ the customers are always 
right’, similarly in the government service also, 
the mantra should be that ‘the citizen is al-
ways right’ - PM Modi’s Speech at recently held 
Rozgar Mela
	Usage: The analogy can be used in the 

governance/Ethics/Essay paper as the 
way forward in public service. 

• ‘Imperfections need to be appreciated’
	Usages1: Education should not be tar-

geted at making perfect candidates, it 
should not be the poor imitation of the 
western system of education. India has 
such enormous diversity and imperfec-
tions need to be appreciated. 

	Usage 2: Individuals need to embrace 
their “flaws” and other peoples’ imper-
fections need to be appreciated. 
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Keywords: Cyborg

A cyborg is a being that is part human and part machine, 
or a machine that looks like a human being. Although 
no cyborg has been developed yet we are in the phase 
of development. 

Examples:
• The artificial pancreas is in the development 

phase
• People undergo neural stimulation to alleviate 

symptoms of diseases such as depression
• Louise Brown: The first child conceived in a pe-

tri dish. This may be 1st step towards a fully con-
ceived cyborg.

Keywords: 4 E’s Road Safety: - The main thrust of acci-
dent prevention and control across the world has been 
on 4 E’s vis

(i) Education

(ii) Enforcement
(iii) Engineering
(iv) Environment and 
(v) Emergency care of road acci-

dent victims
Keyword: 3C for Politicians/bureaucrats/reforms: Col-
lective Code of Conduct (3C)

Keyword: 3P for welfare schemes: Pro-Poor Public (3P) 
Welfare Schemes

Keywords: 5 F theme for textile– (Farm- Fiber-Facto-
ry- Fashion- Foreign) and #MySariMyPride (for textile 
promotion in India)

Keyword: 3 A’s of Judicial Pendency
•	 Adjournment (Forced adjournment at all tiers 

of the judiciary)
•	 Admission– HighAdmissions of new cases ag-

gravate the pendency
•	 Appeal- Most Governments and Bureaucrats 

opt for appeal against every single order to save 
their own reputation and to delay losses.

The issues related to frequent adjournments, admis-
sions and appeals must be addressed. Constitutional 
courts must first practise prudence on the three ‘A’s and 
then ensure it percolates down to magistrate courts.
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Keyword: The soft-touch approach
Similar to ‘Soft-power’ in international relations, 
‘Soft-touch’ is the ability to co-opt rather than co-
erce (contrast hard touch)

•	 Usage: Recently, the Union Ministry of Electron-
ics and IT released draft rules for online gam-
ing. The soft-touch approach (e.g., self-regula-
tion) could draw in much-needed investments 
to the sector and at the same time regulatory 
bodies will only curb the illicit players, ensuring 
a healthy ecosystem.

Keyword: ‘Demographic gravitation’
Similar to the classical physics concept of gravity – ‘De-
mographic gravitation’ refers to the linkages between 
the size of the population and the power dynamics 
shaping the relationship between nations, regions and 
generations

•	 Usage: Recent reports have predicted that India 
is set to surpass China in terms of the total pop-
ulation. India has high ‘demographic gravitai-
ton’ due to its large consumer base (Demand), 
young population base (Demography) and 
world’s largest Democracy (3 D).

Keyword: “Shadow Banning”
The term refers to the perception — real or imagined — 
that social media companies are taking stealth actions 
to limit a post’s visibility.

•	 Context: Last month, Elon Musk (Twitter’s new 
owner) — used the term to show that Twitter 
officials had debated blocking reporting from 
The New York Post on Hunter Biden, son of the 
current president, in October 2020.

•	 Usages: The term can be used in ethics/Essays 
to show the unethical use of technology to en-
force unarticulated rules secretly. It also goes 
against the principle of free speech and ‘con-
sent’. 
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Our founder & director, Vinay Sir, with 120 toppers of UPSC CSE-2021 
at the Felicitation Ceremony conducted at Bengaluru.

Have you subscribed to our podcast channel yet?  
Join us every week & listen to stories that will 

reignite your imagination & inspire meaningful actions!
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