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1. Economy 
 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Standing Deposit Facility (SDF). 
 1. It has been introduced by Reserve Bank of India. 
 2. It aims to induce liquidity in the system to promote growth. 
 3. Like marginal standing facility (MSF), the SDF will be available on all days of the week, throughout the 
year. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
In 2018, the amended Section 17 of the RBI Act empowered the Reserve Bank to introduce the SDF – an 
additional tool for absorbing liquidity without any collateral. By removing the binding collateral constraint on 
the RBI, the SDF strengthens the operating framework of monetary policy. The SDF is also a financial stability tool 
in addition to its role in liquidity management. 
 
The main purpose of SDF is to reduce the excess liquidity in the system, and control inflation. 
 
Both the standing facilities — the MSF (marginal standing facility) and the SDF will be available on all days of the 
week, throughout the year. 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Colocation facility w.r.t National Stock Exchange (NSE). 
 1. Colocation facility allows stock brokers to place their servers in the data centre of NSE.  
 2. The benefit of colocation is that it allows faster access to the price feed (buy/sell quotes) distributed by 
the stock exchange. 
 3. Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) recently banned the Colocation facility. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
In August 2009, NSE introduced the colocation facility, which allowed brokers to place their servers in the data 
centre of NSE. Of course, there was a charge for this service, and only the big brokers can afford it. The benefit of 
colocation is that it allows faster access to the price feed (buy/sell quotes) distributed by the stock exchange. 
That is because the broker’s server sits right next to the stock exchange’s server and so the data has to only travel 
a very short distance from the exchange server to the broker’s server.  
 
No, it is not illegal. World over, stock exchanges provide colocation facility to brokers who are willing to pay for it. 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. As per the present rules, Global investors are not allowed to participate in initial public offering (IPO) of 
a company owned by the government. 
 2. As per the present FDI policy, the FDI ceiling for public sector banks is less than 50% on government 
approval route. 
 3. A Red Herring Prospectus is a document filed by a company to SEBI (Securities and Exchange Board of 
India) when it plans to raise money through initial public offering (IPO). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Global investors are allowed to participate in initial public offering (IPO) of a company owned by the government. 
Ex: LIC IPO. 
 
As per the present FDI policy, the FDI ceiling for public sector banks is 20% on government approval route. 
 
A Red Herring Prospectus, or offer document, is filed by a company to SEBI (Securities and Exchange Board of 
India) when it plans to raise money from the public by selling shares of the company to investors. The 
document is very useful to investors because it provides detailed information about the company’s business 
operations, financials, promoters and the company’s objective for raising funds by filing an IPOs.  
 
4) The funds allocated by the International Development Association (IDA) to countries depends on 
 1. Country’s income level  
 2. Performance record in managing their economies and ongoing IDA projects. 
 3. Lack of creditworthiness to borrow on market terms 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
IDA borrowers have significant needs for concessional funds. IDA must therefore make decisions about how to 
allocate scarce resources among eligible countries. 
Allocation decisions are based on several criteria, including each country’s income level and performance 
record in managing their economies and ongoing IDA projects. 
To be eligible for funds, countries must first meet the following criteria: 

» Relative poverty defined as GNI per capita must be below an established threshold (updated annually). 
In fiscal year 2023, this was $1,255. 
» Lack creditworthiness to borrow on market terms and therefore have a need for concessional 
resources to finance the country’s development program. 

In addition, countries are then assessed to determine how well they implement policies that promote economic 
growth and poverty reduction. 
 
Source 
 
5) Which of the following activities is/are promoted by Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)?  

1. Venture Capital Market  
2. Currency Futures  
3. Initial Public Offering (IPO)  
4. Insider trading  

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: a) 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://ida.worldbank.org/en/about/how-does-ida-work


INSTA EDITORIALS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           4                                                                                  

 
Initial public offering (IPO) is the process by which a private company can go public by sale of its stocks to general 
public. It is being promoted by SEBI. 
 
Currency futures are a transferable futures contract that specifies the price at which a currency can be bought or 
sold at a future date. Currency future contracts allow investors to hedge against foreign exchange risk. Thus, it is 
being promoted by SEBI. 
 
Start-up companies with a potential to grow need a certain amount of investment. Wealthy investors like to 
invest their capital in such businesses with a long-term growth perspective. This capital is known as venture 
capital and the investors are called venture capitalists. Thus, it is being promoted by SEBI. 
 
Insider trading is defined as a malpractice wherein trade of a company's securities is undertaken by people who 
by virtue of their work have access to the otherwise non- public information which can be crucial for making 
investment decisions. Thus, it is highly discouraged by the Securities and Exchange Board of India to promote 
fair trading in the market for the benefit of the common investor. 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding Exchange Traded Funds (ETF). 
 1. ETFs are passive funds listed and traded on stock exchanges like shares. 
 2. In an ETF, one can buy and sell units at prevailing market price on a real time basis during market 
hours. 
 3. Here the fund manager selects stocks based on customers choice.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs): 

• Typically, an ETF mirrors a particular index, which means the group of stocks in the ETF would be similar 
to those in the index that it is benchmarked to. 

• They are traded on stock exchanges like shares. 

• Usually, ETFs are passive funds where the fund manager doesn’t select stocks on your behalf. Instead, 
the ETF simply copies an index and endeavours to accurately reflect its performance. 

• In an ETF, one can buy and sell units at prevailing market price on a real time basis during market 
hours. 

 
7) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Import cover is the number of months of imports that could be paid for by a country’s Forex reserves.  
 2. The policy of Import substitution aims to change the economic structure of the country by replacing 
foreign goods with domestic goods. 
 3. RBI has declared that minimum two years of import cover is essential for the stability of Rupee. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Import substitution is a strategy under trade policy that abolishes the import of foreign products and 
encourages for the production in the domestic market. The purpose of this policy is to change the economic 
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structure of the country by replacing foreign goods with domestic goods. Post-Independence India adopted the 
policy of import substitution by imposing heavy tariffs on import duty.  
 
Import Cover measures the number of months of imports that can be covered with foreign exchange reserves 
available with the central bank of the country. Eight to ten months of import cover is essential for the stability 
of a currency. 
 
8) Which of the following ways can be used as sources of deficit financing?  

1. State Provident Funds  
2. Draw Down of Cash Balance 
3. Securities against small savings  
4. Internal debt  

Select the correct answer code:  
a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 1, 3, 4  
c) 2, 3, 4  
d) 1. 2. 3, 4  
 
Solution: d) 

 

 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding the functions of International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
 1. It assists in the establishment of a multilateral system of payments and the elimination of foreign 
exchange restrictions. 
 2. It assists member countries by temporarily providing financial resources to correct mal-adjustment in 
their balance of payments. 
 3. It promotes high employment and reduce poverty around the world. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA EDITORIALS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           6                                                                                  

 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is working to foster global monetary cooperation, secure financial 
stability, facilitate international trade, promote high employment and sustainable economic growth, and reduce 
poverty around the world.  
 
The main functions of the IMF are as given below:  
1) to facilitate international monetary cooperation;  
2) to promote exchange rate stability and orderly exchange arrangements;  
3) to assist in the establishment of a multilateral system of payments and the elimination of foreign exchange 
restrictions; and  
4) to assist member countries by temporarily providing financial resources to correct mal-adjustment in their 
balance of payments (BoPs).  
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) 
 1. The Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) is a preferential tariff system which provides tariff 
reduction on various products.  
 2. GSP comes under the purview of WTO. 
 3. GSP cannot be imposed on developing country. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Generalized System of Preferences, or GSP, is a preferential tariff system which provides tariff reduction on 
various products. The concept of GSP is very different from the concept of "most favored nation" (MFN). MFN 
status provides equal treatment in the case of tariff being imposed by a nation but in case of GSP differential 
tariff could be imposed by a nation on various countries depending upon factors such as whether it is a 
developed country or a developing country. Both the rules comes under the purview of WTO. 
GSP provides tariff reduction for least developed countries but MFN is only for not discriminating among WTO 
members. 
 
11) In an economy, the term for establishments having formal existence but with close to no operations or assets 

is called as 
 a) Tax haven 
 b) Benami property 
 c) Sick Industry 
 d) Ghost company  
 
 Solution: d) 
 
A shell corporation/ Ghost company is a corporation without active business operations or significant assets. 
These types of corporations are sometimes used illegitimately, such as to disguise business ownership from law 
enforcement or the public. Shell corporations act as tax avoidance vehicles for legitimate businesses. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding the recently launched Digital Banking Units (DBUs). 
 1. Digital Banking Units (DBUs) are specialised fixed-point business units/hubs housing minimum digital 
infrastructure for delivering digital banking products and services. 
 2. They will also act as digital financial literacy centres. 
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 3. Digital Banking Units need to provide both liability side products and services and asset products and 
services. 
 4. All domestic scheduled commercial banks can set up DBUs. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Digital Banking Units (DBUs), in layman’s terms, are specialised branches for delivering digital banking products 
and services. DBUs will be paperless, and they will also act as digital financial literacy centres. They are specialised 
fixed-point business units/hubs housing minimum digital infrastructure for delivering digital banking products and 
services. 
 
To begin with, 75 DBUs in 75 districts were recently launched. 
 
Both liability side products and services and asset products and services have to be provided at a DBU. On the 
liability side, the products and services include (i) Account opening: Saving bank account under various schemes, 
current account, fixed deposit, and recurring deposit account; (ii) Digital kit for customers: Mobile banking, 
internet banking, debit card, credit card, and mass transit system cards; (iii) Digital kit for merchants: UPI QR 
code, BHIM Aadhaar, POS, etc. 
 
On the asset products and services side, banks should offer (i) Making applications for and onboarding customers 
for identified retail, MSME, or schematic loans. This may also include end-to-end digital processing of such loans, 
from online application to disbursal; (ii) Identified Government sponsored schemes covered under the National 
Portal. 
 
Who can set up DBUs in India? 
All domestic scheduled commercial banks other than regional rural banks, payments banks, and local area 
banks can set up DBUs. In the first round of 75 DBUs, as many as 11 public sector banks, 12 private sector banks, 
and one small finance bank participated in the programme. 
 
Source 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding Base Year. 
 1. The base year is a representative year which must not experience any abnormal incidents such as 
droughts, floods, earthquakes etc. 

2. It gives an idea about changes in purchasing power and allows calculation of inflation-adjusted growth 
estimates. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The base year of the national accounts is chosen to enable inter-year comparisons. It gives an idea about changes 
in purchasing power and allows calculation of inflation-adjusted growth estimates. 
The base year prices are termed as at constant prices. This reduces all the data to a comparable benchmark, base 
year price. The base year is a representative year which must not experience any abnormal incidents such as 
droughts, floods, earthquakes etc. 
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14) Which of the following macroeconomic scenarios can impact foreign portfolio investments (FPIs) into India? 
 1. US Fed rate hike 
 2. Volatility in the prices of crude oil 
 3. Fall in US bond yields 
 4. Fall in dollar index  
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
On the macroeconomic front, the US Fed rates, volatility in the prices of crude oil, fluctuating US bond yields 
and the dollar index played a pivotal role in driving investment sentiment. 
 
Source 
 

 
2. Ecology and Environment 

 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Ocean acidification. 
 1. Ocean acidification is caused by uptake of carbon dioxide (CO₂) emitted by human activities.  
 2. Ocean acidification leads to increase in the pH of the ocean over an extended time.  
 3. It brings changes in species dominance, leading to ecosystem shifts in coastal waters. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Ocean acidity or ocean acidification is a reduction in the pH of the ocean over an extended time. It is caused by 
uptake of carbon dioxide (CO₂), a greenhouse gas emitted by human activities. The ocean’s average pH is now 
around 8.1, which is basic (or alkaline). But as the ocean continues to absorb more carbon dioxide, the pH 
decreases and the ocean becomes more acidic. 
This has contributed to the loss of corals on a global scale as their calcium skeletons are weakened by more acidic 
water. This also erodes and affects the formation of shells of shellfish. 
It has thus brought changes in relative species dominance, potentially leading to ecosystem shifts in coastal 
waters. 
 
Source 
 
2) Which of the following regions of India is the natural habitat of the `Great Indian Hornbill’? 
 a) Sand deserts of northwest India 
 b) Great Himalayan Range 
 c) Salt marshes of western Gujarat 
 d) Western Ghats 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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The great Indian hornbill is one of the larger members of the hornbill family. It is found in the Indian subcontinent 
and Southeast Asia. It is naturally found in Western Ghats. 
 
3) Which of the following technologies are considered as climate engineering approaches? 
 1. Direct air capture and carbon storage 
 2. Marine cloud brightening  
 3. Mirrors in space 
 4. Passive daytime radiative cooling  
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3  
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Climate engineering (also called geoengineering) is a term used for both carbon dioxide removal (CDR) and solar 
radiation management (SRM), also called solar geoengineering, when applied at a planetary scale. 
 
The following list is an example technologies that have been called climate engineering approaches:  
Carbon dioxide removal (CDR) 

• Biochar 

• Bioenergy with carbon capture and storage (BECCS) 

• Direct air capture and carbon storage (DACCS) 

• Enhanced weathering (EW) 
 
Solar Radiation Management (SRM) 

• Marine cloud brightening (MCB) 

• Mirrors in space (MIS) 

• Stratospheric aerosol injection (SAI) 
 
Passive daytime radiative cooling (PDRC)  
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding National Green Tribunal (NGT). 
 1. The exercise of power by the National Green Tribunal is always circumscribed by the receipt of 
applications.  
 2. The Tribunal performs vital roles that are preventative, ameliorative or remedial in nature.  
 3. NGT deal with all environmental issues both as original and also as an appellate authority. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Supreme Court has declared the National Green Tribunal’s (NGT) position as a “unique” forum endowed 
with suo motu powers to take up environmental issues across the country. 
 
“The exercise of power by the NGT is not circumscribed by the receipt of applications. When substantial 
questions relating to the environment arise and the issue is civil in nature and those relate to the Act, the NGT, 
in our opinion, even in the absence of an application, can self-ignite action either towards amelioration or 
towards prevention of harm,” a three-judge Bench held in a judgment. 
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The Tribunal has to perform equally vital roles that were preventative, ameliorative or remedial in nature. 
“The functional capacity of the NGT was intended to leverage wide powers to do full justice in its environmental 
mandate,”  
 
The judgment described the NGT “as a complimentary, competent, specialised forum to deal with all 
environmental multidisciplinary issues both as original and also as an appellate authority, which complex issues 
were hitherto dealt with by the High Courts and the Supreme Court”. 
 
“Unlike the civil courts, which cannot travel beyond the relief sought by the parties, the NGT is conferred with 
power of moulding any relief,” the court stated. 
 
Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
 1. The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), is an international agreement that 
acknowledges the differentiated responsibility of nations.  
 2. According to the agreement, rich countries must provide both the finance and the technology to 
developing nations to help tackle climate change. 
 3. UNFCCC explicitly mentions for compensation for loss and damage from climate disasters. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the 1994 international agreement that lays down 
the broad principles of the global effort to fight climate change, acknowledges the differentiated responsibility 
of nations. It makes it clear that rich countries must provide both the finance and the technology to developing 
nations to help tackle climate change. However, the UNFCCC does not mention loss and damage. 
 
In 2009, developed countries agreed to provide US$ 100 billion every year from 2020 to help developing nations 
fight climate change. However, they are struggling to fulfill this promise. 
It was after much struggle that developing countries and environment groups managed to establish a separate 
channel on loss and damages. The Warsaw International Mechanism (WIM) for Loss and Damages, set up in 
2013, was the first formal acknowledgment of the need to compensate developing countries struck by climate 
disasters. 
 
Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding ‘Loss and Damage’ with reference to climate change. 
 1. Loss and Damage refers to impacts of climate change that cannot be avoided either by mitigation or 
adaptation. 
 2. They also include not only economic damage to property but also loss of livelihoods, and the 
destruction of biodiversity and sites that have cultural importance. 
 3. A movement for Loss and Damage was first initiated during the 27th Conference of the Parties to the 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP27). 
Which of the above statement sis/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2  
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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COP27 will certainly be remembered as the COP of Loss and Damages (L&D). A nearly three-decade old 
movement, first initiated by the island nation of Vanuatu and the Alliance of Small Island States, has come to 
partial fruition.  
 
L&D refers to impacts of climate change that cannot be avoided either by mitigation (cutting greenhouse gas 
emissions) or adaptation (modifying practices to buffer against climate change impacts). They also include not 
only economic damage to property but also loss of livelihoods, and the destruction of biodiversity and sites 
that have cultural importance.  
 
Source 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Mangalajodi area. 
 1. Mangalajodi is recognised as globally important for the conservation of bird population, where the area 
is used for roosting and nesting by migratory birds. 
 2. It is located at the edge of the Kolleru Lake in Andhra Pradesh. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Mangalajodi area is located on the banks of Chilika lake — an important bird area (IBA). 
 
Mangalajodi is recognised as globally important for the conservation of bird population. The area is used for 
roosting and nesting by migratory birds. The area is 8.3 square km of marshy land with emergent vegetation. 
 
8) Which of the following best describes the term ‘Greenwashing’? 
 a) Non-Inclusion of ecological/ environmental costs in the Environmental Impact Assessment. 
 b) Ignoring the disastrous ecological consequences while undertaking infrastructure development 
 c) Making an unsubstantiated claim to deceive consumers into believing that a company’s products are 
environmentally friendly 
 d) Making mandatory provisions for environmental costs in government programmes 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
There is a growing tendency among firms and governments to mark all kinds of activities as climate-friendly, as 
something that would lead to emissions reduction, or avoidance of emissions. Many of these claims are 
unverifiable, misleading, or dubious. While they help in boosting the image of the entity, sometimes even helping 
them garner benefits, they do nothing in the fight against climate change. 
 
Greenwashing presents a false picture of the progress being made on the climate change front, thereby pushing 
the world towards disaster, while at the same time rewarding entities for irresponsible behaviour. 
 
Source 
 
9) Consider the following statements regarding Icebergs. 
 1. An iceberg is a large piece of freshwater ice that has broken off a glacier or an ice shelf and is floating 
freely in open water. 
 2. The ocean currents influence the movement of icebergs. 
 3. Icebergs carry dust which fertilises ocean plankton. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 b) 2, 3  
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
An iceberg is a large piece of freshwater ice that has broken off a glacier or an ice shelf and is floating freely in 
open (salt) water. 
 
Icebergs travel with ocean currents and either get caught up in shallow waters or ground themselves. 
 
On the other hand, there are some positives of an iceberg being stuck in the open ocean, since icebergs carry 
dust which fertilises ocean plankton, which draws up carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. 
 
10) The term Dendrochronology denotes 

a) Production of multiples of plants in the absence of seeds 
b) Method of determining the age of the tree  
c) Method of Plant tissue culture used to produce clones of a plant 
d) Alteration of the genome of a plant by the addition of new genetic material 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The most common method of determining the age of the tree is Dendrochronology – or tree-ring dating also 
called growth rings. Each year, roughly a tree adds to its girth, the new growth is called a tree ring. By counting 
the rings of a tree, the age can be determined.  
 

 
3. Geography 

 
1) Consider the following statements. 

1. The number of cyclones in the Arabian Sea before and after the monsoon has increased over the years 
and is attributed to climate change. 
2. The Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea generates half of the world’s cyclones.  

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The IPCC report shows that the number of cyclones in the Arabian Sea before and after the monsoon has 
increased over the years and is attributed to climate change. 
 
The Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea generate only 7 per cent of the world’s cyclones. However, their impact 
are huge as some of the most densely populated regions of the world, including some mega-cities, are 
susceptible. 
 
2) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Mauna Loa is the largest active volcano in the world. 
 2. Mauna Loa is part of Hawaiian archipelago.  
 3. Mount St. Helens is an active stratovolcano located in United States. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Mauna Loa is one of five volcanoes that together make up the Big Island of Hawaii, which is the southernmost 
island in the Hawaiian archipelago. It’s not the tallest (that title goes to Mauna Kea) but it’s the largest and 
makes up about half of the island’s land mass. It sits immediately north of Kilauea volcano, which is currently 
erupting from its summit crater. Mauna Loa last erupted 38 years ago. 
 
Mount St. Helens is an active stratovolcano located in Skamania County, Washington, in the Pacific Northwest 
region of the United States. 
 
Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Hawaii’s volcanoes and Japan’s Mount Fuji are examples for shield volcanoes. 
 2. The gas in the magma of Hawaii’s volcanoes tends to escape, and so lava flows down the side of their 
mountains when they erupt.  
 3. In composite volcanoes, the steep, conical slopes are built by the eruption of viscous lava flows and 
rock, ash and gas. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The gas in the magma of Hawaii’s volcanoes tends to escape, and so lava flows down the side of their 
mountains when they erupt. Hawaii’s volcanoes are called shield volcanoes because successive lava flows over 
hundreds of thousands of years build broad mountains that resemble the shape of a warrior’s shield. 
Shield volcanos are also found in California and Idaho as well as Iceland and the Galapagos Islands. Alaska’s 
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park has eight shield volcanoes including Mount Wrangell. Volcanoes like Mount St. 
Helens are called composite or stratovolcanoes. Their steep, conical slopes are built by the eruption of viscous 
lava flows and rock, ash and gas. Japan’s Mount Fuji is another example of a composite volcano. 
 
How do scientists monitor Mauna Loa? 
Scientists use tiltmeters to track long-term changes in the tilting of the ground, helping them identify when the 
ground is swelling or deflating. 
A rapid change in tilt can indicate when an eruption will occur. There’s also a thermal webcam at Mauna Loa’s 
summit that will identify the presence of heat. And satellite radar can keep track of ground swelling and deflation. 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding footloose industry in India. 
 1. These are generally non-polluting industries. 

2. These are highly labour-intensive industries. 
3. Factors like resources or transportation have very little effect on costs of these industries. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/where-will-mauna-loa-hawaiis-biggest-volcano-erupt-from-8248122/#:~:text=Mauna%20Loa%20is%20one%20of,of%20the%20island's%20land%20mass.
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/where-will-mauna-loa-hawaiis-biggest-volcano-erupt-from-8248122/#:~:text=Mauna%20Loa%20is%20one%20of,of%20the%20island's%20land%20mass.


INSTA EDITORIALS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           14                                                                                  

 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Footloose industry is a general term for an industry that can be placed and located at any location without 
effect from factors such as resources or transport. These industries often have spatially fixed costs, which means 
that the costs of the products do not change despite where the product is assembled. Diamonds and computer 
chips are some examples of footloose industries. These industries can be located at a wide variety of places, as 
these are not weight-losing nor raw-material-specific. These are generally not polluting industries. 
 

 
4. Government Schemes and Programmes 

 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. RTI Portal Gateway to the citizens is an initiative taken by Department of Personnel and Training. 
 2. Under the RTI law, information commissions are the final appellate authority and are mandated to 
safeguard and facilitate people’s fundamental right to information. 
 3. The RTI law mandated that one-third of the posts in the information commissions are to be occupied by 
women. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Right to Information Act 2005 mandates timely response to citizen requests for government information. It is an 
initiative taken by Department of Personnel and Training, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions 
to provide a– RTI Portal Gateway to the citizens for quick search of information on the details of first Appellate 
Authorities, PIOs etc. amongst others, besides access to RTI related information / disclosures published on the 
web by various Public Authorities under the government of India as well as the State Governments 
 
Under the RTI law, information commissions are the final appellate authority and are mandated to safeguard 
and facilitate people’s fundamental right to information. 
 
The report says two out of 29 information commissions across the country are completely defunct, four of them 
headless at the moment and only 5% of the positions being occupied by women. 
 
Source  Source 
 
2) Match the following initiatives by the Government of India. 
 1. Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana  A. focuses on more crops per drop  
 2. Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana:  B. promotes organic farming 
 3. Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana C. Maintenance of soil fertility 

4. Integrated Nutrient Management  D. Improving food access, especially for vulnerable 
populations 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1:B ; 2:A ; 3:C ; 4:D  
b) 1:A ; 2:B ; 3:D ; 4:C  
c) 1:B ; 2:A ; 3:D ; 4:C  
d) 1:A ; 2:B ; 3:C ; 4:D  
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/over-3-lakh-rti-appeals-pending-with-information-commissions/article65997518.ece?homepage=true
https://rti.gov.in/
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Solution: c) 
 
Some initiatives by the Government of India on better production include Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana, 
which promotes organic farming; Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana, which focuses on more crops per 
drop for improved water use, and Soil Health Management which fosters Integrated Nutrient Management 
under the National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture.  
 
For improving food access, especially for vulnerable populations, the Government of India drives programmes 
such as the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY), the Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman 
Yojana (PM POSHAN Scheme), and take-home rations. 
 
Source 
 
3) Tejaswini Rural Women Empowerment Programme was implemented in Madhya Pradesh by 

 a) Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) 
 b) World Food Programme (WFP) 
 c) International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
 d) World Bank 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Tejaswini Rural Women Empowerment Programme implemented by the UN-affiliated International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD) in Madhya Pradesh. 
 
Tejaswini programme showed that growing millets meant a nearly 10 times increase in income from ₹1,800 per 
month in 2013-14 to ₹16,277 in 2020-21, with better food security. Women were key to villages adopting millets, 
as they were able to demonstrate that millets were easier to grow and led to better outcomes. 
 
Source 
 
4) The National Food Security Act (NFSA) 2013 anchors which of the following  
 1. Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) 
 2. PM POSHAN scheme 
 3. Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) 
 4. PM Kisan Samman Nidhi 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 4 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
National Food Security Act (NFSA) 2013 anchors the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS), the PM 
POSHAN scheme (earlier known as the Mid-Day Meals scheme), and the Integrated Child Development Services 
(ICDS).  
 
Source 
 
5) The Government uses Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) to transfer funds to eligible beneficiaries in which of the 

following schemes? 
 1. PM Fasal Bima Yojana 
 2. PM Krishi Sinchayi Yojana  
 3. PM Awas Yojana 
 4. LPG Pahal scheme 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/food-day-as-a-reminder-to-leave-no-one-behind/article66017453.ece?homepage=true
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/food-day-as-a-reminder-to-leave-no-one-behind/article66017453.ece?homepage=true
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/food-day-as-a-reminder-to-leave-no-one-behind/article66017453.ece?homepage=true
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Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
In rural Bharat, DBT has allowed the government to provide financial assistance effectively and transparently to 
farmers with lower transaction costs – be it for fertilisers or any of the other schemes including the PM Kisan 
Samman Nidhi, PM Fasal Bima Yojana, and PM Krishi Sinchayi Yojana. The benefits received under the Mahatma 
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act and Public Distribution System drive the rural demand-supply 
chain. 
 
In urban India, the PM Awas Yojana and LPG Pahal scheme successfully use DBT to transfer funds to eligible 
beneficiaries. Various scholarship schemes and the National Social Assistance Programme use the DBT 
architecture to provide social security. DBT under rehabilitation programmes such as the Self Employment 
Scheme for Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers opens new frontiers that enable social mobility of all sections of 
society. 
 
From free rations to nearly 80 crore people under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana, fund transfers to all 
women Jan Dhan account holders and support to small vendors under PM-SVANidhi, DBT helped the vulnerable 
to withstand the shock of the pandemic. 
 
Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements. 
 1. India currently considers solar waste a part of electronic waste and does not account for it separately. 
 2. Generally the Solar panels have an estimated life of 100 years. 
 3. Recently the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy formulated policy on managing waste that results 
from used solar panels. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1 only 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
While India ramps up its solar power installation, it does not yet have a firm policy on managing waste that 
results from used solar panels or from the manufacturing process. 
 
India currently considers solar waste a part of electronic waste and does not account for it separately. 
 
Solar panels have an estimated life of 25 years, and given that India’s solar manufacturing industry took off 
around 2010 most of the installed systems were new and early in their calendar life cycle and therefore unlikely 
to generate a large quantity of solar waste.  
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding Goods and Services Tax Council. 
 1. Every decision of the Goods and Services Tax Council shall be taken by a majority of not less than three-
fourths of the weighted votes of the members present and voting. 
 2. The vote of the Central Government in the GST council meeting shall have a weightage of two-thirds of 
the total votes cast. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/how-direct-benefit-transfer-scheme-has-transformed-social-welfare-in-india-8217140/#:~:text=From%20free%20rations%20to%20nearly,the%20shock%20of%20the%20pandemic.
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 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Every decision of the Goods and Services Tax Council shall be taken at a meeting, by a majority of not less than 
three-fourths of the weighted votes of the members present and voting, in accordance with the following 
principles, namely: — 
 
The vote of the Central Government shall have a weightage of one third of the total votes cast, and 
the votes of all the State Governments taken together shall have a weightage of two-thirds of the total votes 
cast, in that meeting. 
 
8) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Academic credits are a recognition that a student has completed a course or unit of learning that 
corresponds to a qualification at a given level.  
 2. Currently there is no established credit mechanism for regular school education in India. 
 3. Academic Bank of Credits (ABC) is a digital repository of all credits earned by a student through all the 
forms, streams, and levels of learning.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Academic credits are a recognition that a student/learner has completed a course or unit of learning that 
corresponds to a qualification at a given level. Credits quantify the outcomes of learning.  
 
While there is currently no established credit mechanism for regular school education in India, there is a credit 
system under the open schooling system and a Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) for higher education. In order 
to “seamlessly integrate” the credits earned through school education, higher education and vocational & skill 
education, the Centre has drafted the National Credits Framework (NCrF) as an “inclusive umbrella Framework” 
under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 
 
What is the Academic Bank of Credits? 
All the credits earned by a learner through all the forms, streams, and levels of learning would be stored in the 
Academic Bank of Credits (ABC), which was introduced earlier this year just for higher education purposes. The 
ABC would be a digital repository of all credits earned by a student.  
 
Source 
 
9) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In India, Telecom service providers (TSPs) operate at the network level while the OTTs function at the 
software layer.  
 2. Telecom service providers (TSPs) are completely governed by the Information (Intermediary Guidelines 
and Digital Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 and the Information Technology Act, 2000. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-what-is-the-national-credits-framework-ncrf-and-how-does-it-propose-to-change-the-education-system/article66041140.ece#:~:text=It%20proposes%20that%20a%20learner,from%20800%20to%201000%20hours.
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 Solution: a) 
 
The draft Indian Telecommunication Bill, which reimagines and reshapes the digital architecture while creating 
possibilities for the start-up ecosystem. The proposed draft Bill brings together telecom operators (providers of 
physical infrastructure), Over-the-Top service providers (OTTs) and internet-based communication systems under 
one roof. 
 
Telecom service providers (TSPs) operate at the network level while the OTTs function at the software layer. 
The latter are governed by the Information (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 and the 
Information Technology Act, 2000, while TSPs are regulated by separate legislation, governing 
telecommunications, which is now being replaced via the proposed Draft Telecommunication Bill,2022. 
 
Source 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Mother Tongue Survey of India (MTSI). 
 1. The Mother Tongue Survey of India is a project that “surveys the mother tongues, which are returned 
consistently across two and more Census decades”.  

2. It was carried out by Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). 
 3. It also documents the linguistic features of the selected languages. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has completed the Mother Tongue Survey of India (MTSI) with field 
videography of the country’s 576 languages. 
 
According to the report, the Mother Tongue Survey of India is a project that “surveys the mother tongues, which 
are returned consistently across two and more Census decades”. It also documents the linguistic features of the 
selected languages. 
 
Source 
 
11) Consider the following statements. 
 1. According to the 2011 linguistic census, Hindi was the most widely spoken mother tongue in India. 
 2. The new National Curriculum Framework (NCF) for the foundational stages of education has 
recommended that mother tongue should be the primary medium of instruction in schools for children up to 
sixteen years of age. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2  
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
According to the 2011 linguistic census, Hindi is the most widely spoken mother tongue, with 52.8 crore people 
or 43.6 per cent of the population declaring it as the mother tongue. The next highest is Bengali, mother tongue 
for 9.7 crore individuals, and accounting for 8 per cent of the population. 
 
The new National Curriculum Framework (NCF) for the foundational stages of education has recommended that 
mother tongue should be the primary medium of instruction in schools for children up to eight years of age. 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/draft-telecom-bill-a-move-that-turns-back-the-clock-8245907/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/mother-tongue-survey-of-india-involving-576-languages-is-ready-8256733/
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Source 
 
12) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In India, the Department of Pharmaceuticals functions under the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare.  

2. More than two-third of the medical devices currently sold in the country are imported. 
3. India’s medical devices sector is regulated as per provisions under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act of 

1940. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Department of Pharmaceuticals functions under the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilisers. 
 
Nearly 80 per cent of the medical devices currently sold in the country are imported, particularly high-end 
devices. 
 
India’s medical devices sector has so far been regulated as per provisions under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act of 
1940, and a specific policy on medical devices has been a long-standing demand from the industry. 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991. 
 1. The Act declares that the religious character of a place of worship “shall continue to be the same as it 
existed” on January 26, 1950, the day constitution came into effect. 
 2. The Act bars the conversion of a place of worship of any religious denomination into a place of worship 
of a different religious denomination. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
What is the Places of Worship Act, and what are its provisions? 
The long title describes it as “An Act to prohibit conversion of any place of worship and to provide for the 
maintenance of the religious character of any place of worship as it existed on the 15th day of August, 1947, and 
for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto.” 
Section 3 of the Act bars the conversion, in full or part, of a place of worship of any religious denomination into 
a place of worship of a different religious denomination — or even a different segment of the same religious 
denomination. 
 
Section 4(1) declares that the religious character of a place of worship “shall continue to be the same as it 
existed” on August 15, 1947. Section 4(2) says any suit or legal proceeding with respect to the conversion of the 
religious character of any place of worship existing on August 15, 1947, pending before any court, shall abate — 
and no fresh suit or legal proceedings shall be instituted. 
 
Source 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY). 
 1. PMGKAY benefits cardholders of the Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY). 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 2. The food grains provided is over and above the regular monthly quota under the National Food 
Security Act (NFSA).  
 3. The PMGKAY does not cover Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) beneficiaries.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The extension of the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY), a scheme to distribute free 
foodgrains to the poor, for another three months. 
 
Aimed at providing an additional allocation of foodgrains (rice or wheat) from the central pool at five kilograms 
per person per month free of cost, the PMGKAY benefits cardholders of the Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) and 
Priority Households (PHH) categories, both falling under the National Food Security Act (NFSA). This is over and 
above the regular monthly quota under the NFSA, i.e., 35 kg per month per family for AAY and 5 kg per month a 
person for PHH. The PMGKAY covers even Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) beneficiaries.  
 
Source 
 
15) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) aims to create a seamless online platform that will 
enable interoperability within the digital healthcare ecosystem.  
 2. It will bridge the existing gap amongst different stakeholders of Healthcare ecosystem through digital 
highways. 

3. The National Health Authority (NHA) is the implementing agency for the Ayushman Bharat Digital 
Mission. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The National Health Authority (NHA), the implementing agency for the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission, has 
invited expressions of interest in developing innovative solutions that will help build a national digital health 
ecosystem. 
 
The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) aims to create a seamless online platform that will enable 
interoperability within the digital healthcare ecosystem. It will bridge the existing gap amongst different 
stakeholders of Healthcare ecosystem through digital highways. The mission has been conceptualized as a set of 
‘digital building blocks’. Each building block is seen as a ‘digital public good’ that can be used by any entity in the 
digital health ecosystem and provides key capabilities that enable the ABDM vision. 
 
Source 
 
16) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Domestic violence is a violation of human rights.  
 2. Domestic violence is a punishable offence under Indian law.  
 3. Intimate partner violence is not recognised as domestic violence under the Protection of Women from 
Domestic Violence Act 2005 (PWDVA). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Just ahead of the International Day for Elimination of All Forms of Violence against Women (November 25), the 
brutal murder and mutilation of a young woman by her partner has drawn attention to intimate partner 
violence, also recognised under the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005 (PWDVA) as a kind 
of domestic violence.  
 
Domestic violence is a punishable offence under Indian law. It is a violation of human rights.  
 
Source 

 
5. Science and Technology 

 
1) Consider the following statements regarding Nanotechnology. 
 1. Nanotechnology is the understanding and control of matter at the nanoscale, at dimensions between 
approximately 1 and 1000 nanometers. 
 2. Nanostructured materials can have different magnetic properties compared to other forms or sizes of 
the same material. 
 3. Stained-glass windows are an example of how nanotechnology was used in the pre-modern era. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Nanotechnology is the understanding and control of matter at the nanoscale, at dimensions between 
approximately 1 and 100 nanometers, where unique phenomena enable novel applications. 
 
Some nanostructured materials are stronger or have different magnetic properties compared to other forms or 
sizes of the same material. 
 
Although modern nanoscience and nanotechnology are relatively new, nanoscale materials have been used for 
centuries.  

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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2) Consider the following statements regarding the benefits of nanotechnology. 
 1. Nanoscale additives to fabrics can help them resist wrinkling, staining, and bacterial growth. 
 2. Nanoscale films on eyeglasses, computer and camera displays can make them water repellent and 
resistant to ultraviolet or infrared light. 
 3. Nanostructured ceramic coatings exhibit much greater toughness than conventional wear-resistant 
coatings for machine parts.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 

• Using nanotechnology, materials can effectively be made stronger, lighter, more durable, better electrical 
conductors, among many other traits.  

• Nanoscale additives to or surface treatments of fabrics can provide lightweight ballistic energy deflection in 
personal body armor, or can help them resist wrinkling, staining, and bacterial growth. 

• Clear nanoscale films on eyeglasses, computer and camera displays, windows, and other surfaces can make 
them water- and residue-repellent, antireflective, self-cleaning, resistant to ultraviolet or infrared light, 
antifog, antimicrobial, scratch-resistant, or electrically conductive. 

• Nanostructured ceramic coatings exhibit much greater toughness than conventional wear-resistant 
coatings for machine parts. Nanotechnology-enabled lubricants and engine oils also significantly reduce wear 
and tear, which can significantly extend the lifetimes of moving parts in everything from power tools to 
industrial machinery. 

• Nanoscale materials are also being incorporated into a variety of personal care products to improve 
performance. Nanoscale titanium dioxide and zinc oxide have been used for years in sunscreen to provide 
protection from the sun while appearing invisible on the skin.  

 
3) Consider the following statements regarding Energy produced from Nuclear Fusion. 
 1. Energy produced from Nuclear Fusion is similar to the way energy is produced in the Sun. 
 2. Nuclear fusion energy is low carbon, safer than how nuclear energy is produced at present. 
 3. A kilogram of fusion fuel contains about 100 million times as much energy as a kilogram of coal, oil or 
gas. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/
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 a) 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Scientists in the United Kingdom said they have achieved a new milestone in producing nuclear fusion energy, or 
imitating the way energy is produced in the Sun. Energy by nuclear fusion is one of mankind’s long standing 
quests as it promises to be low carbon, safer than how nuclear energy is now produced and, with an efficiency 
that can technically exceed a 100%. 
 
A kg of fusion fuel contains about 10 million times as much energy as a kg of coal, oil or gas. 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding LiDAR. 
 1. LiDAR is a remote sensing method that uses light in the form of a pulsed laser to examine the surface of 
the Earth. 
 2. LiDAR can be used to create 3D elevation map of a particular land.   
 3. LiDAR can detect pollutant particles of carbon dioxide, Sulphur dioxide, and methane. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Lidar, which stands for Light Detection and Ranging, is a remote sensing method that uses light in the form of a 
pulsed laser to measure ranges (variable distances) to the Earth. These light pulses—combined with other data 
recorded by the airborne system — generate precise, three-dimensional information about the shape of the Earth 
and its surface characteristics. 
LiDAR can be used to create 3D elevation map of a particular land.   
 
LiDAR wavelength is shorter. It operates in ultraviolet, visible region or near infrared. This helps to image the 
matter which is of the same size or larger than the wavelength. So LiDAR can detect pollutant particles of carbon 
dioxide, Sulphur dioxide, and methane. 
 
5) Kessler syndrome is associated with 

a) Gravitational lensing 
b) Space junk  
c) Meteor shower  
d) Black Holes 
 
Solution: b) 

 
The Kessler Syndrome is a phenomenon in which the amount of junk in orbit around Earth reaches a point where 
it just creates more and more space debris, causing big problems for satellites, astronauts and mission planners.  
 
6) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Vitamin D works more as a hormone and is key to maintaining metabolic functions and immune 
system. 

2. In the absence of vitamin D, the skeletal muscle is starved of energy, decreasing muscle mass. 
 3. The glucose absorbed from the food is converted into glycogen and stored in the skeletal muscle to 
produce energy after the food consumed is digested. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

http://www.insightsonindia.com/


INSTA EDITORIALS QUIZ 

www.insightsonindia.com                           24                                                                                  

 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Skeletal muscles normally brim with energy, yet they starve in the absence of Vitamin D, says recent research. 
This research demonstrates that glycogen stored in the skeletal muscles is not converted into a usable form of 
energy without Vitamin D. 
 
Usually, the glucose absorbed from the food is converted into glycogen and stored in the skeletal muscle. This 
stored energy reserve is used by muscles to produce energy after the food consumed is digested. However, in 
the absence of vitamin D, the skeletal muscle is starved of energy, decreasing muscle mass. 
 
We are becoming aware that vitamin D works more as a hormone than and is involved in a host of biochemical 
reactions. It is key to maintaining metabolic functions, immune system. 
 
7) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Quantum Technology is based on the principles of quantum theory, which explains the nature of 
energy and matter on the atomic and subatomic level.  

2. In India, the Centre has declared quantum technology as a “mission of national importance”. 
 3. National Mission on Quantum Technologies & Applications (NM-QTA) is being implemented by the 
Department of Science & Technology (DST). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Quantum Technology is based on the principles of quantum theory, which explains the nature of energy and 
matter on the atomic and subatomic level. It concerns the control and manipulation of quantum systems, with 
the goal of achieving information processing beyond the limits of the classical world.  
 
In 2019, the Centre declared quantum technology a “mission of national importance”. The government in its 
budget 2020 has announced a National Mission on Quantum Technologies & Applications (NM-QTA) with a total 
budget outlay of Rs 8000 Crore for a period of five years to be implemented by the Department of Science & 
Technology (DST). 
 
Source 
 
8) Consider the following statements regarding Indian Space Programme 
 1. Aryabhata was first Indian satellite and it carried scientific experiments to investigate X-ray astronomy 
and solar neutrons. 
 2. Mars Orbiter Mission was ISRO’s first interplanetary mission. 
 3. Chandrayaan-1 was India's first mission to Moon. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
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The first Indian satellite, Aryabhata, launched in 1975, carried scientific experiments to investigate X-ray 
astronomy, solar neutrons and supra-thermal electron density. 
 
Mars Orbiter Mission is ISRO’s first interplanetary mission to planet Mars with an orbiter craft designed to orbit 
Mars in an elliptical orbit. 
 
Chandrayaan-1, India's first mission to Moon, was launched successfully on October 22, 2008. 
 
9) Quantum technologies have applications in which of the following areas 
 1. Aero-space engineering 
 2. Numerical weather prediction 
 3. Securing the communications & financial transactions 
 4. Agriculture 
 5. Cyber security 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 3, 4, 5 
 c) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Quantum technologies are rapidly developing globally with a huge disruptive potential. Their applications which 
will receive boost include those in aero-space engineering, numerical weather prediction, simulations, securing 
the communications & financial transactions, cyber security, advanced manufacturing, health, agriculture, 
education and other important sectors with focus on creation of high skilled jobs, human resources development, 
start-ups & entrepreneurship leading to technology lead economic growth. 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding Vitamin D deficiency. 
 1. Vitamin D deficiency is often associated with rickets. 
 2. Vitamin D plays a crucial role in depression, mood swings, anxiety and sleep quality. 
 3. In rickets, the bone tissue does not correctly mineralise calcium and phosphorus, leading to softening 
of bones resulting in skeletal deformities. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Vitamin D deficiency is often associated with rickets. In rickets, the bone tissue does not correctly mineralise 
calcium and phosphorus, leading to softening of bones resulting in skeletal deformities. 
 
It plays a crucial role in depression, mood swings, anxiety and sleep quality. 
 
11) Consider the following statements. 
 1. As part of the normal metabolic process, proteins produced in the human body degrade, and in due 
course, new proteins are made to replace them. 
 2. When the protein degradation exceeds protein synthesis, a decrease in muscle mass occurs. 
 3. Typically, the protein synthesis is high when the digestion is completed. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
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 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
As part of the normal metabolic process, proteins produced in our body degrade, and in due course, new proteins 
are made to replace them. Usually, when the protein degradation exceeds protein synthesis, skeletal muscle 
atrophy or simply a decrease in muscle mass occurs. 
 
Typically, the protein synthesis is high when the digestion of the food is taking place and is slower during the 
post-absorptive state when the digestion is completed. 
 
12) Collision of black holes generate which of these?  

a) Electromagnetic waves  
b) Cosmic waves 
c) Gravitational waves  
d) Neutrino waves  
 
Solution: c)  

 
Gravitational waves are 'ripples' in space-time caused by some of the most violent and energetic processes in the 
Universe. The strongest gravitational waves are produced by cataclysmic events such as colliding black holes, 
supernovae (massive stars exploding at the end of their lifetimes), and colliding neutron stars. 
 
13) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Air traffic controllers (ATC) monitor the location of aircraft in their assigned airspace by radar and 
communicate with the pilots by radio. 
 2. Air traffic controller is the final authority for the safe operation of the aircraft and the pilot cannot 
deviate from the instructions given by ATC. 
 3. International Air Transport Association (IATA) assigns code name for airlines and airports for easy 
identification. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Air traffic control (ATC) is a service provided by ground-based air traffic controllers who direct aircraft on the 
ground and through a given section of controlled airspace, and can provide advisory services to aircraft in non-
controlled airspace. 
 
The primary purpose of ATC worldwide is to prevent collisions, organize and expedite the flow of air traffic, and 
provide information and other support for pilots. 
 
The pilot in command is the final authority for the safe operation of the aircraft and may, in an emergency, 
deviate from ATC instructions to the extent required to maintain safe operation of their aircraft. 
 
The Committee on Public Undertakings in its first report tabled in Parliament in January 2021 recommended 
changing the code name for Gaya airport, assigned by global trade body International Air Transport Association 
(IATA).  
The IATA assigns a two-character code name for airlines and a three-character code for airports for easy 
identification. These are also fundamental to the smooth running of hundreds of electronic applications. 
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14) The most common chemicals used for cloud seeding are 
 1. Potassium iodide  

2. Silver iodide 
3. Dry ice 
4. Sodium Chloride 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The most common chemicals used for cloud seeding include silver iodide, potassium iodide and dry ice. After 
promising research, the use of hygroscopic materials, such as table salt (Sodium Chloride), is becoming more 
popular.  
 
15) Consider the following pairs regarding Vitamin and mineral deficiency related diseases. 
 1. Vitamin A : Night blindness 
 2. Vitamin B1 : Beriberi 
 3. Vitamin C : Rickets 
 4. Iron deficiency : Anaemia 
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 
 a) 1, 2, 3  
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 

Types of Vitamins Deficiency Diseases 

A (Retinol) Night blindness 

B1 (Thiamine) Beriberi 

B2 (Riboflavin) Retarded growth, bad skin 

B12 (Cyanocobalamin) Anaemia 

C (Ascorbic acid) Scurvy 

D (Calciferol) Rickets 

K (Phylloquinone) Excessive bleeding due to injury 

Types of Minerals Deficiency Diseases 

Calcium Brittle bones, excessive bleeding 

Phosphorus Bad teeth and bones 

Iron Anaemia 

Iodine Goitre, enlarged thyroid gland 

Copper Low appetite, retarded growth 

 
16) Consider the following statements. 
 1. When compared to Earth, the moon is significantly depleted of volatile elements such as sodium.  
 2. Sodium is the only element that can be observed through telescopes in the lunar atmosphere. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
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 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
When compared to Earth, the moon is significantly depleted of volatile elements such as sodium. “The amount 
of volatiles on the moon today can be used to test formation scenarios of the Earth-Moon system. 
 
Sodium is the only element apart from potassium that can be observed through telescopes in the lunar 
atmosphere (its exosphere).  
 
Source 
 
17) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In India, the National Cancer Awareness Day coincides with the birth anniversary of C.V. Raman. 
 2. The discovery of radium and polonium, are known as the two most significant contributors to the fight 
against cancer.  
 3. Nuclear energy radiotherapy is one of the most widely used therapies for cancer treatment.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
National Cancer Awareness Day focuses on creating awareness of early diagnosis, precautions and treatment of 
Cancer. India began National Cancer Control Programme in 1975, focusing on establishing cancer treatment 
facilities in the nation. In 1984-85, the vision changed to focus on the early detection and prevention of cancer. 
 
National Cancer Awareness Day was first announced in September 2014. This day coincides with the birth 
anniversary of the Nobel Prize winner Marie Curie, a scientist born in 1867. 
 
She discovered radium and polonium, which are known as the two most significant contributors to the fight 
against cancer. Marie Curie’s work and discovery led to the development of nuclear energy radiotherapy that 
helps with cancer treatments. 
 
Source 
 
18) Which of the following are related to Genome editing techniques? 
 1. CRISPR-Cas9 

2. Hydrogen-Finger Nucleases 
3. Transcription Activator like effector Nucleases 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
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19) Consider the following statements regarding stem cells. 
 1. They can divide over and over again to produce new cells. 

2. As they divide, they can change into the other types of cell that make up the body. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
A stem cell is a cell with the unique ability to develop into specialised cell types in the body. In the future they 
may be used to replace cells and tissues that have been damaged or lost due to disease. 
 
Stem cells provide new cells for the body as it grows, and replace specialised cells that are damaged or lost. They 
have two unique properties that enable them to do this: 

• They can divide over and over again to produce new cells. 

• As they divide, they can change into the other types of cell that make up the body. 
 
20) Consider the following statements regarding Mucormycosis. 
 1. Mucormycosis is a fungal infection caused by a group of molds called mucormycetes. 
 2. Soil, plants, manure, and decaying fruits and vegetables are the common sources of infection.  
 3. It affects the sinuses, the brain and the lungs and can be life-threatening in diabetic and cancer 
patients. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Mucormycosis is a serious but rare fungal infection caused by a group of molds called mucormycetes. These 
molds live throughout the environment. It is caused by exposure to mucor mould which is commonly found in 
soil, plants, manure, and decaying fruits and vegetables. 
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It affects the sinuses, the brain and the lungs and can be life-threatening in diabetic or severely 
immunocompromised individuals, such as cancer patients or people with HIV/AIDS. 
 
21) Consider the following statements regarding Echolocation. 
 1. Echolocation is a process for locating distant or invisible objects. 
 2. The technique uses light waves. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Using the method, called ‘echolocation’, animals emit sounds that bounce off objects and come back to them, 
providing information about what is around them. This technique is used by animals such as dolphins, whales and 
bats to navigate their surroundings. 
 
22) Consider the following statements regarding Measles. 
 1. Measles is a highly contagious bacterial disease which affects mostly children.  
 2. There is no specific treatment for measles but there is a vaccine to stay protected from the disease. 
 3. Measles spreads by coughing and sneezing, close personal contact or direct contact with infected nasal 
or throat secretions.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 3 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Measles or as it is called ‘khasra’, is a highly contagious viral disease which affects mostly children. It is one of 
the leading causes of death and disability among young children. There is no specific treatment for measles but 
there is a vaccine to stay protected from the disease, which is both safe as well as cost effective. 
 
Measles spreads by coughing and sneezing, close personal contact or direct contact with infected nasal or 
throat secretions. So, isolation of these infected children is essential. 
 
Death due to measles are caused by the complications associated with the disease like blindness, encephalitis, 
severe diarrhoea and pneumonia. “The condition of an infected child turns severe in cases of poor nourishment, 
Vitamin A deficiency and if the child is immunocompromised.  
 
Source 
 
23) Consider the following statements regarding Toxoid vaccines 
 1. Toxoid vaccines use a toxin (harmful product) made by the germ that causes a disease. 
 2. They create immunity against the whole germ that cause a disease. 
 3. Toxoid vaccines are used to protect against Diphtheria and Tetanus. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
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Toxoid vaccines: 
Toxoid vaccines use a toxin (harmful product) made by the germ that causes a disease. They create immunity to 
the parts of the germ that cause a disease instead of the germ itself. That means the immune response is 
targeted to the toxin instead of the whole germ. 
 
Toxoid vaccines are used to protect against: 

• Diphtheria 

• Tetanus 
 

 
6. International Relations and Organisations 

 
1) Consider the following statements regarding International Energy Agency (IEA). 
 1. It was created to ensure the security of oil supplies following 1973-1974 oil-crisis. 

2. The IEA operates within the broader framework of the Organization for Economic Co-Operation and 
Development (OECD). 
3. India is a member country of International Energy Agency. 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
IEA – International Energy Agency 

• Created in 1974 to ensure the security of oil supplies, the International Energy Agency has evolved over the 
years. 

• The IEA was born with the 1973-1974 oil crisis, when industrialised countries found they were not 
adequately equipped to deal with the oil embargo imposed by major producers that pushed prices to 
historically high levels.  

• A candidate country to the IEA must be a member country of the OECD. 

• The IEA operates within the broader framework of the Organization for Economic Co-Operation and 
Development (OECD). 

• IEA member nations are required to store the equivalent of at least 90 days’ worth of oil, measured according 
to their previous year’s net oil imports. 

 
India is an Associated country. 
 
2) Faith for rights (F4R) movement, sometimes seen in news is associated with 

a) World Economic Forum (WEF)  
 b) Oxfam International 
 c) United Nations 

d) Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Faith for Rights, a UN-led movement which campaigns against incitement to national, racial or religious hatred, 
and exposes legislative patterns, judicial practices and government policies that undercut peaceful coexistence of 
different faiths. 
 
3) Which of the following country is not member of Indian Ocean Commission? 
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 a) Madagascar 
 b) Seychelles 
 c) India 
 d) Comoros 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Indian Ocean Commission (COI) is an intergovernmental organisation that links African Indian 
Ocean nations: Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius, Réunion (an overseas region of France), and Seychelles.  
 
India is an observing member. 
 
The IOC was created in 1982 in Port-Louis, Mauritius, and institutionalised in 1984 by the Victoria Agreement 
(Seychelles). 
 
4) Which of the following countries are not members of both BIMSTEC and SAARC? 
 1. Myanmar 
 2. Sri Lanka 
 3. Maldives 
 4. Bhutan 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The BIMSTEC member states – Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thailand. 
 
SAARC member states are Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 
 
5) Consider the following statements regarding North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 
 1. NATO membership is open to only those countries bordering Atlantic Ocean. 
 2. The Membership Action Plan (MAP) of NATO is a military code that prohibits attack on member 
countries by any of the NATO members.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
NATO membership is open to “any other European state in a position to further the principles of this Treaty 
and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area.” 
 
The Membership Action Plan (MAP) is a NATO programme of advice, assistance and practical support tailored to 
the individual needs of countries wishing to join the Alliance. 
 
6) Countries that are included in the FATF Grey list may face which of the following? 

1. Economic sanctions from World Bank 
 2. International boycott. 

3. Problem in getting loans from other countries. 
Select the correct answer code: 
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 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Grey List: Countries that are considered safe haven for supporting terror funding and money laundering are put in 
the FATF grey list. This inclusion serves as a warning to the country that it may enter the blacklist. 
Considered in the grey list may face: 

• Economic sanctions from IMF, World Bank, ADB. 

• Problem in getting loans from IMF, World Bank, ADB and other countries. 

• Reduction in international trade. 

• International boycott. 
 
7) Consider the following statements regarding United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 
 1. UNCLOS is a UN specialised agency that defines the rights and responsibilities of nations with respect to 
their use of the world's oceans and the management of marine natural resources. 
 2. International Seabed Authority (ISA) and International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) were 
established by the UNCLOS. 
 3. International Seabed Authority (ISA) was established to control all mineral-related activities in the 
international seabed area beyond the limits of national jurisdiction. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) defines the rights and responsibilities of nations 
with respect to their use of the world's oceans, establishing guidelines for businesses, the environment, and the 
management of marine natural resources.  
 
International Seabed Authority (ISA) was established to organize, regulate and control all mineral-related 
activities in the international seabed area beyond the limits of national jurisdiction (referred to as "the Area"), 
an area underlying most of the world's oceans. It is an organization established by the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea. 
 
The International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) is an intergovernmental organization created by the 
mandate of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea. It was established by the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea. 
 
8) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The United Nations Security Council is charged with maintaining international peace and security. 
 2. The United Nations General Assembly resolutions carry political weight but are not legally binding. 
 3. The permanent members of the Security Council have veto power in the General Assembly. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
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The Security Council is charged with maintaining international peace and security. 
 
General Assembly resolutions carry political weight but are not legally binding. Unlike the Security Council, no 
country has veto power in the General Assembly. 
 
9) Consider the following statements. 
 1. G20 is a major international grouping with its members accounting for more than 80% of global GDP. 
 2. Till now India has never hosted the G20 Leaders’ Summit. 
 3. India was not a member of the G20 during its inception, but joined later. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1 only 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
G20 is a major international grouping that brings together 19 of the world’s major economies and the European 
Union, with its members accounting for more than 80% of global GDP, 75% of global trade and 60% of global 
population. 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been leading India’s representation at G20 Summits since 2014. 
 
India has been a member of the G20 since its inception in 1999. India will be holding the G20 Presidency from 
December 2022 and will convene the G20 Leaders’ Summit in 2023 for the first time. 
 
10) Consider the following statements regarding 1960 Indus Water Treaty. 
 1. The treaty sets out a mechanism for cooperation and information exchange between India and 
Pakistan regarding their use of river water. 
 2. Washington-based World Bank is a signatory to the treaty. 
 3. Under the Indus Water Treaty (IWT), all the waters of Sutlej, Beas, and Ravi is allocated to India for 
unrestricted use.    
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
India and Pakistan signed the treaty in 1960 after nine years of negotiations, with the Washington-based World 
Bank being a signatory. The treaty sets out a mechanism for cooperation and information exchange between the 
two countries regarding their use of the rivers.  
 
Under the Indus Water Treaty (IWT), all the waters of the eastern rivers—Sutlej, Beas, and Ravi—amounting to 
around 33 million acre feet (MAF) annually is allocated to India for unrestricted use. The waters of western 
rivers—Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab—amounting to around 135 MAF annually have been assigned largely to 
Pakistan. 
India is permitted to construct the run of the river plants on western rivers with limited storage as per criteria 
specified in the treaty. 
 
Source 
 
11) Consider the following statements regarding the principle of non-refoulement under international human 

rights law. 
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 1. The principle of non-refoulement guarantees that no one should be returned to a country where they 
would face torture, cruel and inhuman treatment. 
 2. This principle applies to all migrants at all times, irrespective of migration status. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Under international human rights law, the principle of non-refoulement guarantees that no one should be 
returned to a country where they would face torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment and 
other irreparable harm. This principle applies to all migrants at all times, irrespective of migration status. 
 
12) India is part of which of the following global initiatives? 
 1. International North South Transport Corridors (INSTC)  
 2. Chabahar port  
 3. Belt and Road initiative 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Iran’s Chabahar port and the International North South Transport Corridors (INSTC) that India is a part of, 
aiming to improve bilateral trade with Central Asian countries.  
 
India has refused to join the Belt and Road initiative (BRI), comprising a series of infrastructure projects that 
pass through Pakistan, Afghanistan and Central Asia. 
 
Source 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). 
 1. The SCO Heads of Government meet is held annually to focus on the trade and economic agenda of the 
organisation and approves the SCO’s annual budget. 
 2. India has taken over as Chairperson of the SCO for 2023. 
 3. The bulk of India’s trade with SCO countries is with Russia. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The bulk of India’s trade with SCO countries is with China, which crossed $100 billion this year, while trade with 
Russia is less than $20 billion. Trade with Central Asian countries is less than $2 billion, and with Pakistan it is 
about $500 million. 
 
The SCO Heads of Government meet is held annually to focus on the trade and economic agenda of the 
organisation and approves the SCO’s annual budget. India has taken over as Chairperson the SCO, and will host 
leaders of all SCO countries, including China and Pakistan, at a summit in Delhi expected in mid-2023. 
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Source 
 
14) Consider the following statements regarding Group of Five (G5) countries. 
 1. The Group of Five (G5) encompasses five nations which have joined together for an active role in the 
rapidly evolving international order.  
 2. The G5 nations work to promote dialogue and understanding between developing and developed 
countries.  
 3. India is not part of G5 countries. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Group of Five (G5) encompasses five nations which have joined together for an active role in the rapidly 
evolving international order. Individually and as a group, the G5 nations work to promote dialogue and 
understanding between developing and developed countries. The G5 seek to find common solutions to global 
challenges. 
 
The grouping includes Brazil, China, India, Mexico, and South Africa. 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding Black Sea Grain Initiative. 
 1. The deal provides for a safe humanitarian corridor for the export of Ukrainian grains through the Black 
Sea, to tackle rising food prices. 
 2. The deal is brokered by the World Bank. 
 3. The deal put in place a Joint Coordination Centre (JCC) for oversight and coordination. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
What is the Black Sea Grain Initiative?  
The deal provides for a safe humanitarian corridor for the export of Ukrainian grains through the Black Sea, to 
tackle rising food prices due to the geopolitical conflict grappling the ‘breadbasket’ 
 
Ukraine is among the largest exporters of wheat, maize, rapeseed, sunflower seeds and sunflower oil, globally. 
Its access to the deep-sea ports in the Black Sea enables it to directly approach Russia and Europe along with 
grain importers from the Middle East and North Africa.  
 
The deal put in place a Joint Coordination Centre (JCC), comprising senior representatives from Russia, Turkey, 
Ukraine and the UN for oversight and coordination.   
 
All commercial ships are required to register directly with the JCC to ensure appropriate monitoring, inspection 
and safe passage. 
 
Source 
 
16) Which of these are the specialised agencies of the United Nations? 
 1. International Monetary Fund 
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2. International Fund for Agricultural Development 
3. International Telecommunication Union 
4. World Meteorological Organization  

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Specialized Agencies of UN: 

• FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

• ICAO: International Civil Aviation Organization 

• IFAD: International Fund for Agricultural Development 

• ILO: International Labour Organization 

• IMF: International Monetary Fund 

• IMO: International Maritime Organization 

• ITU: International Telecommunication Union 

• UNESCO: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

• UNIDO: United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

• UNWTO: World Tourism Organization  

• UPU: Universal Postal Union 

• WHO: World Health Organization 

• WIPO: World Intellectual Property Organization  

• WMO: World Meteorological Organization 

• World Bank Group 

• IBRD: International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

• IDA: International Development Association 

• IFC: International Finance Corporation 
 
17) Recently India was removed from the Currency Monitoring List that belongs to 
 a) China 
 b) Saudi Arabia 
 c) United States 
 d) Australia 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
India is among the few countries removed from the United States’ Currency Monitoring List, released by the 
Department of Treasury. In its biannual report to Congress, the US’ Treasury Department announced that it had 
also removed Italy, Mexico, Vietnam and Thailand from the list. 
 
Source 
 
18) Both India and Australia are part of which of the following? 
 1. Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) 
 2. Trilateral Supply Chain Resilience Initiative 
 3. Indo-Pacific Economic Forum (IPEF) 
 4. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 3, 4 
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 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The two countries are part of recently formed global cliques such as the four-nation Quad, the trilateral Supply 
Chain Resilience Initiative and the Indo-Pacific Economic Forum (IPEF). 
 
Source 
 
19) Consider the following statements regarding East Asia Summit. 
 1. Not all the members of ASEAN are members of East Asia Summit. 
 2. India is a member of East Asia Summit. 
 3. Since its inception, India has not hosted the East Asia Summit. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2 only 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
What is the East Asia Summit? 
Beginning in 2005, 16 participating countries comprised this grouping, with their first meeting in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. These members were the 10 ASEAN countries, Australia, China, India, Japan, New Zealand, and the 
Republic of Korea. ASEAN’s 10 member countries are Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. The United States and the Russian Federation joined at the 6th 
East Asia Summit in 2011. 
 
Simply, the EAS is an ASEAN initiative and refers to the annual Meeting of Heads of States/Governments of these 
countries, where they are able to discuss common concerns and interests. 
 
Its creation was based on the idea of enhancing cooperation among East Asian countries and those in the 
neighbouring regions. Six priority areas of cooperation were identified – environment and energy, education, 
finance, global health issues and pandemic diseases, natural disaster management, and ASEAN Connectivity. 
 
India has not hosted the East Asia Summit. 
 
Source 
 
20) Consider the following statements. 
 1. ASEAN is a political and economic union of 10 member states in Southeast Asia 

2. India is part of the ASEAN Plus Six grouping. 
 3. India does not have a Free Trade Agreement ASEAN. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1 only 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
ASEAN is a political and economic union of 11 member states in Southeast Asia. 
 
India is part of the ASEAN Plus Six grouping, which includes China, Japan, South Korea, New Zealand and 
Australia as well. 
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In 2010 a Free Trade Agreement was also signed and entered into force between India and ASEAN. 
 
Source 
 
21) India has the right to vote in the resolutions of 
 1. UN General Assembly  
 2. UN Security Council 
 3. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
 4. UN Human Rights Council  
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
All the above are correct. 
 

 
7. Polity 

 
1) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The Constitution of India prohibits the court from initiating proceedings against a Governor or the 
President for any act done in exercise of their powers. 
 2. The Constitution of India does not fix any timeline for the Governor to decide the question of assent to 
a Bill. 
 3. Governor’s action of withholding assent to a Bill cannot be struck down as unconstitutional by the 
courts. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Article 361 of the Constitution prohibits the court from initiating proceedings against a Governor or the 
President for any act done in exercise of their powers. They enjoy complete immunity from court proceedings. 
 
It may be noted that the Governor while declaring that he withholds assent will have to disclose the reason for 
such refusal. If the grounds for refusal disclose mala fide or extraneous considerations or ultra vires, the 
Governor’s action of refusal could be struck down as unconstitutional. This point has been settled by a 
Constitution bench of the Supreme Court in Rameshwar Prasad and Ors. vs Union Of India and Anr.  
 
Since the Constitution does not fix any timeline for the Governor to decide the question of assent, he can wait 
for any length of time without doing anything. Not fixing any time line does not and cannot mean that the 
Governor can indefinitely sit on the Bill that has been passed by an Assembly.  
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements. 
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 1. All power in a democracy ultimately belongs to the country’s people.  
 2. Finance Commission (FC) is a constitutionally mandated body that balances revenue power with 
expenditure responsibilities. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
All power in a democracy ultimately belongs to the country’s people. In India, one constitutionally mandated 
body that is designed to deliver on this promise, in a manner that balances revenue power with expenditure 
responsibilities, is the Finance Commission (FC). 
 
3) Consider the following statements. 
 1. In India, abstention from voting in general elections is protected as freedom of expression. 
 2. Systematic Voters Education for Electoral Participation is being implemented by the Union Ministry of 
Law and Justice. 
 3. Protection of elector’s identity is integral to free and fair elections and an arbitrary distinction between 
a voter who casts and a voter who does not cast his vote is violative of Article 14.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
The Supreme Court, in PUCL vs Union of India, 2013, (popularly known as the NOTA judgment) has held that 
abstention from voting and negative voting are protected as freedom of expression — a fundamental right 
(Article 19).  
 
The ECI has consistently held and practised this by implementing its flagship programme called SVEEP (Systematic 
Voters Education for Electoral Participation) since 2010. 
 
In PUCL vs Union of India, the Court said: “Protection of elector’s identity and affording secrecy is integral to 
free and fair elections and an arbitrary distinction between a voter who casts and a voter who does not cast his 
vote is violative of Article 14. Thus, secrecy is to be maintained for both categories of persons.”  
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Free and fair election is a basic structure of the Constitution of India and includes within its ambit the 
right of an elector to cast his vote without fear of reprisal. 
 2. Representation of People Act, 1951 defines “electoral right” as the right of a person to vote or refrain 
from vote at an election. 
 3. Granting a paid holiday to every person employed in any business, trade, industrial undertaking or any 
other establishment, is mentioned in the Representation of People Act, 1951. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
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 Solution: c) 
 
In PUCL vs Union of India, the Court said: “… free and fair election is a basic structure of the Constitution and 
necessarily includes within its ambit the right of an elector to cast his vote without fear of reprisal, duress or 
coercion.  
 
Section 79 D of the Representation of People Act, 1951 defines “electoral right” to mean the right of a person 
to… vote or refrain from vote at an election”. The same provision exists in the Indian Penal Code, vide Section 
171A (b). 
The law completely enables, but does not force, citizens to vote. Section135B of the Representation of People 
Act, 1951, grants a paid holiday to every person employed in any business, trade, industrial undertaking or any 
other establishment. 
 
Source 
 
5) The Protection of language, script and culture of minorities is provided under which of the following rights? 

a) Right to freedom 
b) Right to freedom of religion 
c) Right against exploitation 
d) Cultural and educational rights 
 
Solution: d) 

 
Cultural and educational rights (Articles 29–30) 
 
(a) Protection of language, script and culture of minorities (Article 29). 
 
6) Consider the following statements regarding None Of The Above (NOTA) provision in EVMs in India. 
 1. It was introduced according to the directions of Supreme Court. 
 2. ‘NOTA’ option enable the electors to exercise their right to reject without violation of the secrecy of 
their decision. 
 3. The right to say “none of the above” constituted a basic right of the voters. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
In 2013, the Supreme Court, in a landmark verdict, introduced ‘None of the Above’ or NOTA to allow voters to 
cast a “negative vote” to reject all candidates as unworthy. 
The court held that the right to vote as well as the right to say “none of the above” constituted a basic right of 
the voters, and said the option would foster “purity” and “vibrancy” in elections.  
 
The main objective of the ‘NOTA’ option is to enable electors who do not wish to vote for any of the candidates 
to exercise their right to reject without violation of the secrecy of their decision. The voter must be eligible to 
register a vote of rejection if they feel that the contesting candidates do not deserve to be voted for. The Right to 
vote granted to all citizens must allow the vote of disapproval. 
 
This symbol appears in the last panel on all Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs). 
 
7) Consider the following statements. 
 1. A foreign national who enters India on valid travel documents and stays beyond their validity can be 
considered as an illegal immigrant. 
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 2. Only the Union Government has the power to identify and deport foreign nationals who are in India 
illegally. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
In 2011, the Centre circulated to all states and Union Territories a Standard Operating Procedure to deal with 
foreign nationals who claimed to be refugees. 
An illegal immigrant can be a foreign national who enters India on valid travel documents and stays beyond 
their validity, or a foreign national who enters without valid travel documents. 
 
Section 3(2)(c) of the Foreigners Act, 1946 gives the Centre the right to deport a foreign national. The power to 
identify and deport foreign nationals who are in India illegally has been delegated to the states, Union 
Territories and the Home Ministry’s Bureau of Immigration. 
 
8) Consider the following statements. 

1. Access to justice for the weaker sections of the society is a constitutional mandate to ensure fair 
treatment under Indian legal system.  
 2. Equal justice and free legal aid is one of the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) under the Indian 
Constitution. 
 3. Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, was enacted by Parliament to organise Lok Adalats outside the 
formal adjudicatory system, to address the problems of crowded cases. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Access to justice for the poor is a constitutional mandate to ensure fair treatment under our legal system. 
Hence, Lok Adalats (literally, ‘People’s Court’) were established to make justice accessible and affordable to all. It 
was a forum to address the problems of crowded case dockets outside the formal adjudicatory system. 
 
The Constitution (42nd Amendment) Act, 1976, inserted Article 39A to ensure “equal justice and free legal aid”. 
To this end, the Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987, was enacted by Parliament and it came into force in 1995 “to 
provide free and competent legal services to weaker sections of the society” and to “organise Lok Adalats to 
secure that the operation of the legal system promotes justice on a basis of equal opportunity”. 
 
9) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Gram Sabha is a channel to include the less privileged section of society and ensure their participation 
in the village level governance. 
 2. Construction and maintenance of roads within the village is the responsibility of the Gram Panchayat 
(GP). 
 3. Gram Panchayats does not have the power to generate their own source of revenue and depends on 
the grants provided by the State Government as per the recommendations of the Finance Commission.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: c) 
 
Since all eligible voters of the village can participate in the Gram Sabha, it is a channel to include the less 
privileged section of society and ensure their participation in the village level governance wherein they can 
advocate their developmental aspirations.  
 
While connectivity of one village with another is beyond the jurisdiction of a GP, construction and maintenance 
of roads within the village is the responsibility of the GP.  
 
Most of the GPs are found reluctant to raise own source of revenue (OSR) in the selected sample. However, some 
of the GPs are able to generate OSR in the form of tax or non-tax revenue by renting shops, house tax and clean 
water fee. 
 
10) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The Supreme Court under Article 142 of the Constitution can pass any order to carry out for doing 
complete justice being in the public interest, while upholding the Constitution of India. 
 2. The concepts of faith, belief and worship as enshrined in the Preamble are the foundations of Articles 
25 and 26 of the Constitution of India. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Preamble in the Constitution gives prominent importance to liberty of belief, faith and worship to all citizens. 
The concepts of faith, belief and worship are the foundations of Articles 25 and 26 of the Constitution of India.  
 
The Supreme Court under Article 142 of the Constitution can pass any order to carry out for doing complete 
justice being in the public interest, while upholding the Constitution of India. 
 
11) Consider the following statements. 
 1. All India Service (AIS) officers are recruited by the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) and their 
services are placed under various State Cadres. 
 2. It is incumbent upon the members of All India Services to serve both under the State and the Centre. 
Which of the above statements is/are incorrect? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
AIS officers are recruited by the Union Government and their services are placed under various State Cadres, 
and it is incumbent upon the members of service to serve both under the State and the Centre. 
 
12) Consider the following statements regarding Law Commission of India. 
 1. The Law Commission of India is a statutory body that is constituted by a notification of the Government 
of India. 
 2. The Commission makes recommendations to the Government as per its terms of reference. 
 3. As per law, a new commission is constituted immediately after the expiry of the term of the previous 
commission. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
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 a) 2 only 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 1, 2 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Law Ministry describes the Law Commission of India as a non-statutory body that is constituted by a 
notification of the Government of India, with definite terms of reference to carry out research in the field of law. 
The Commission makes recommendations to the Government (in the form of Reports) as per its terms of 
reference. 
The Law Commission was first constituted in 1955, and has so far submitted 277 reports. According to the Law 
Ministry’s website, the “Law Commission of India provides excellent thought provoking and vital review of the 
laws in India”. 
 
The 21st Law Commission came to an end on August 31 2018. 
The 22nd Commission has been constituted two and a half years after it was approved by the Union Cabinet on 
February 19, 2020, just before the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic. A petition had been moved in the 
Supreme Court subsequently against the delay in constituting the 22nd Commission. 
 
Source 
 
13) Consider the following statements regarding the functions of Law Commission of India. 
 1. Identify laws which are no longer needed or relevant and can be immediately repealed. 
 2. Suggest legislations that might be necessary to implement the Directive Principles and attain the 
objectives set out in the Preamble of the Constitution. 
 3. Revise the Central Acts of general importance so as to simplify them and remove anomalies, 
ambiguities and inequities. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The release said that the Commission shall, among other things, “identify laws which are no longer needed or 
relevant and can be immediately repealed; examine the existing laws in the light of Directive Principles of State 
Policy and suggest ways of improvement and reform and also suggest such legislations as might be necessary to 
implement the Directive Principles and to attain the objectives set out in the Preamble of the Constitution”; and 
“revise the Central Acts of general importance so as to simplify them and remove anomalies, ambiguities and 
inequities”. 
 
Source 
 
14) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Democracy is one of the basic features of the Constitution of India. 
 2. In the Kesavananda Bharati case (1973) it was held that the basic features of the Constitution are 
unalterable. 
 3. The 103rd Constitutional amendment act provided the reservation in promotions for SCs and STs. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 2 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
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 Solution: b) 
 
Kesavananda Bharati (1973) held that the basic features of the Constitution are unalterable. Democracy is one 
of the basic features of the Constitution.  
 
Reservation in promotions for SCs and STs is yet to be implemented 27 years after the 77th Amendment was 
passed.  
 
Source 
 
15) Consider the following statements regarding Ninth Schedule of the Constitution of India. 
 1. The Ninth Schedule contains a list of central and state laws which cannot be challenged in courts. 
 2. Most of the laws protected under the Ninth Schedule concern agriculture/land issues. 
 3. The Ninth Schedule was part of the Original Constitution. 
 4. The laws cannot escape the “basic structure” test if inserted into the Ninth Schedule after 1973. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Ninth Schedule contains a list of central and state laws which cannot be challenged in courts. Currently, 284 
such laws are shielded from judicial review. Most of the laws protected under the Schedule concern 
agriculture/land issues. 
 
The Schedule became a part of the Constitution in 1951, when the document was amended for the first time. It 
was created by the new Article 31B, which along with 31A was brought in by the government to protect laws 
related to agrarian reform and for abolishing the Zamindari system.  
 
While the Ninth Schedule provides the law with a “safe harbour” from judicial review, the protection is not 
blanket. 
When the Tamil Nadu law was challenged in 2007 (I R Coelho v State of Tamil Nadu), the Supreme Court ruled in 
a unanimous nine-judge verdict that while laws placed under Ninth Schedule cannot be challenged on the 
grounds of violation of fundamental rights, they can be challenged on the ground of violating the basic structure 
of the Constitution. 
 
The court clarified that the laws cannot escape the “basic structure” test if inserted into the Ninth Schedule 
after 1973, as it was in 1973 that the basic structure test was evolved in the Kesavananda Bharati case as the 
ultimate test to examine the constitutional validity of laws. 
 
Source 
 
16) Consider the following statements. 

1. Members of Parliament (MPs) sitting in the Opposition can introduce Private Member Bills in the 
house. 
 2. All Union Territories have representation in the Rajya Sabha. 
 3. Elected members of the Legislative Assembly of a state take part in electing the members of Rajya 
Sabha from that state. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
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 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Private Member Bill is a bill introduced by a Member of Parliament (MP), who is not a minister. MPs sitting 
in the Opposition mostly bring Private Member Bills in the house.  
 
The Union Territories of Puducherry, Jammu and Kashmir and Delhi have representation in the Rajya Sabha, 
while other UTs are unrepresented. In these three UTs, elected members of the Legislative Assembly form the 
electoral college for electing the MP for Rajya Sabha from their places. 
 
17) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The practice of sealed cover that can be perused by the judge can be accepted only by the Supreme 
Court and not by the lower courts, for seeking information from government agencies. 
 2. The information is asked in a sealed cover when disclosure of information linked to an ongoing 
investigation could impede the investigation, and the disclosure of personal or confidential information could 
violate an individual’s privacy or result in breach of trust. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 2 only 
 c) Both 1 and 2 
 d) Neither 1 nor 2 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
What does the expression “sealed cover jurisprudence” mean? 
It is the practice followed by the Supreme Court (and sometimes lower courts as well) of seeking and accepting 
information from government agencies in sealed envelopes that can only be perused by the judges. 
 
In broadly two circumstances: when information is connected to an ongoing investigation, and when it involves 
personal or confidential information. The logic is that disclosure of information linked to an ongoing 
investigation could impede the investigation, and the disclosure of personal or confidential information could 
violate an individual’s privacy or result in breach of trust. 
 
Source 
 
18) Consider the following statements  

1. States are bound to provide reservation in appointments and promotions  
2. Reservation in promotion in public posts can be claimed as a fundamental right.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?  
a) 1 only  
b) 2 only  
c) Both 1 and 2  
d) Neither 1 nor 2  
 
Solution: d) 

 
Reservation in promotion in public posts cannot be claimed as a fundamental right. Articles 16 (4) and  
16 (4-A) of the Constitution does not confer individuals with a fundamental right to claim reservation in 
promotion. It only empowers the State to make a reservation in matters of appointment and promotion in favour 
of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes, only if in the opinion of the State they are not adequately 
represented in the services of the State.  
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• The Supreme Court has ruled that the states are not bound to provide reservation in appointments and 
promotions and that there is no fundamental right to reservation in promotions. State governments are not 
bound to make a reservation and have discretion in providing reservations. 
 

 
8. History, Art and Culture 

 
1) During the Chola empire, the word Kudumbu denotes 
 a) Servants of god and his disciples 
 b) Person in-charge of irrigation 
 c) Categorisation of Villages 
 d) Water regulatory structure 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
In 2020, Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the foundation stone laying ceremony of Parliament highlighted 
“historical evidence in the village of Uttaramerur... in Tamil Nadu” and how “stone inscriptions on the panchayat 
system prevalent during the Chola empire” explained how “every village was categorized as Kudumbu, which we 
call the ward today. One representative from these kudumbus was sent to the General Assembly, as it happens 
today”. 
 
Source 
 
2) 'Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas' is celebrated to mark the birth anniversary of  
 a) Rani Gaidinliu 
 b) Birsa Munda 
 c) Sidhu and Kanhu Murmu 
 d) Alluri Seetha Ram Raju 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Government of India has decided to celebrate November 15 as 'Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas' to mark the birth 
anniversary of Tribal Freedom Fighter "Birsa Munda" from year 2021 onwards, who was not only a freedom 
fighter but also social reformer and led tribal movement, namely Ulgulan (Revolt) against exploitative systems of 
British Colonial Govt. He is also known as Dharti Abba as he encouraged tribals to understand their cultural roots 
& observe unity. 
 
Source 
 
3) Recently the Government organised ‘Mangarh Dham ki Gaurav Gatha’ programme, that was a tribute to 

which of the following movements in the Indian freedom struggle? 
 a) Peasant Movement 
 b) Movement of the working class 
 c) Tribal uprising 
 d) None of the above 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Prime Minister attended a public programme - ‘Mangarh Dham ki Gaurav Gatha’ at Mangarh Hill, Banswara, 
Rajasthan, to pay homage to the sacrifices of the unsung tribal heroes and martyrs of the freedom struggle.  
 
Mangarh Hill holds special importance for the Bhil community and other tribes of Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Madhya 
Pradesh. During the freedom struggle where Bhils and other tribes engaged in a long stand-off with the British, 
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more than 1.5 lakh Bhils rallied at Mangarh Hill on 17th November 1913 under the leadership of Shri Govind 
Guru. Britishers opened fire at this gathering, leading to Mangarh Massacre where approximately 1500 tribals 
were martyred. 
 
Source 
 
4) Consider the following statements regarding Baliyatra. 
 1. Baliyatra is one of India’s largest open-air fairs. 
 2. The festival commemorates the old maritime and cultural links between the ancient Kalinga and Bali 
and other South and Southeast Asian regions. 
 3. The festival is held annually in Andhra Pradesh. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
Baliyatra, literally ‘voyage to Bali’, is one of the country’s largest open-air fairs, which is organised every year to 
commemorate the 2,000-year-old maritime and cultural links between ancient Kalinga (today’s Odisha) and 
Bali and other South and Southeast Asian regions like Java, Sumatra, Borneo, Burma (Myanmar) and Ceylon (Sri 
Lanka). 
 
The origins of the festival, which begins on Kartik Purnima (full moon night in the month of Kartik) can be traced 
back more than 1,000 years. The Bay of Bengal region had several ports, and sadhavas (traders) traditionally 
began their voyage across the sea on this auspicious day, when the winds were favourable for the boats, known 
as boita, to sail. 
 
According to historians, popular items of trade between Kalinga and Southeast Asia included pepper, cinnamon, 
cardamom, silk, camphor, gold, and jewellery. 
 
Source 

 
9. States 

 
1) Consider the following pairs of Nuclear power plants and their location. 
 1. Kakrapar Atomic Power Station : Maharashtra 
 2. Narora Atomic Power Station : Uttar Pradesh 
 3. Kaiga Generating Station : Karnataka  
 4. Tarapur Atomic Power Station : Gujarat 
Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched? 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 d) 2, 3, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
Tarapur Atomic Power Station (TAPS), Maharashtra 
Kaiga Generating Station (KGS), Karnataka  
Narora Atomic Power Station (NAPS), Uttar Pradesh 
Kakrapar Atomic Power Station (KAPS), Gujarat 
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10. Agriculture 
 
1) Which of the following are considered as Ex-situ crop residue management (CRM)? 
 1. Use of paddy straw for biomass power projects  
 2. Use of paddy straw as feedstock for 2G ethanol plants 
 3. Incorporation of paddy straw in the soil using heavy machinery 
 4. Use of paddy straw for co-firing in thermal power plants 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 2, 3, 4 
 c) 1, 2, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The Commission for Air Quality Management in National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas (CAQM) had 
developed a framework and action plan for the effective prevention and control of stubble burning. The 
framework/action plan includes in-situ management, i.e., incorporation of paddy straw and stubble in the soil 
using heavily subsidised machinery (supported by crop residue management (CRM) Scheme of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare). Ex-situ CRM efforts include the use of paddy straw for biomass power 
projects and co-firing in thermal power plants, and as feedstock for 2G ethanol plants, feed stock in CBG plants, 
fuel in industrial boilers, waste-to-energy (WTE) plants, and in packaging materials, etc. 
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Millets. 
 1. Millets are climate-smart crops that are drought-resistant, growing in areas with low rain and infertile 
soil.  
 2. They are hardier than other cereals. 
 3. They are less extractive for the soil and can revive soil health.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Millets — which fell out of fashion a few decades ago — have received renewed attention as crops that are good 
for nutrition, health, and the planet. Millets are climate-smart crops that are drought-resistant, growing in areas 
with low rain and infertile soil. They are hardier than other cereals, more resilient to changes in climate, and 
require less water to cultivate (as much as 70% less than rice), and less energy to process (around 40% less than 
wheat). Since they need fewer inputs, they are less extractive for the soil and can revive soil health. Additionally, 
their genetic diversity ensures that agrobiodiversity is preserved. 
  
Source 
 
3) Consider the following statements regarding Rice bran oil, which has gained popularity in recent times. 
 1. Rice bran oil is the oil extracted after the rice is dried and heated at high temperature. 
 2. It is rich in Oryzanol, which is proven to reduce bad cholesterol and increase good cholesterol. 
 3. This oil is rich in monounsaturated and polyunsaturated fats. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
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 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
It refers to the oil extracted from the extreme outer layer of rice called chaff. In recent times, it is being claimed 
as one of the healthiest cooking oils, because of its high smoke point of 232 °C (450 °F) and extreme mild flavour. 
These qualities make it apt for stir-frying and even deep-frying. 
 
Considered as a popular cooking oil in Asian countries, it has also been recommended by The American Heart 
Association and The World Health Organization (WHO), as a effective choice to keep cholesterol under control. 
 
It is rich in Oryzanol, which is proven to reduce bad cholesterol and increase good cholesterol. 
 
Rice bran oil has balanced fatty acid composition which includes saturated fatty acids, monounsaturated fats and 
polyunsaturated fats. This oil is rich in monounsaturated and polyunsaturated fats and is also free from trans-
fats. 
 
4) Consider the following statements. 
 1. The United Nations has designated 2022 as the 'International Year of Millets'.  
 2. India is the world’s leading producer of millets, producing around two-thirds of the world’s total 
production. 
 3. The government is implementing Sub-Mission on Nutri-Cereals (Millets) as part of the National Food 
Security Mission, to enhance the area, production, and productivity of millets. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 3 
 b) 2, 3 
 c) 3 only 
 d) 1, 2 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
India has led the global conversation on reviving millet production for better lives, nutrition, and the 
environment, including at the United Nations General Assembly, where it appealed to declare 2023 as the 
International Year of Millets. It is the world’s leading producer of millets, producing around 41% of total 
production in 2020. To enhance the area, production, and productivity of millets the national government is 
implementing a Sub-Mission on Nutri-Cereals (Millets) as part of the National Food Security Mission.  
 
Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Agriculture has been included in the State List in the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution of India. 
 2. Education including agricultural education and research has been included in the Concurrent List in the 
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution of India. 
 3. Department of Agricultural Research and Education (DARE) was set up in the Ministry of Agriculture to 
facilitate agricultural research and education and attend to matters related to Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research (ICAR). 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: b) 
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Agriculture was included in the List II (State List) in the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution. More 
importantly, agricultural education was detached from the other streams of higher education and attached to 
the occupied field of agriculture in List II. Thus, Entry 14 in List II reads: “Agriculture, including agricultural 
education and research…”; Entry 15 reads: “…veterinary training and practice”; and Entry 21 reads: “Fisheries”. 
 
Indeed, education was included in List III (Concurrent List).  
 
The ICAR has had a unique legal status. It was established in 1929 (“I”, then, stood for Imperial) as a department 
of the Government of India though it was also a society registered under the Societies Registration Act. After 
independence, the Department of Agricultural Research and Education (DARE) was set up in 1973 in the 
Ministry of Agriculture. The major functions of DARE were to facilitate agricultural research and education, 
coordinate between the Centre and the States, and attend to matters related to the ICAR.  
 
Source 
 
6) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Weeds are undesirable plants that compete with crops for nutrients, water and sunlight. 
 2. Glyphosate is non-selective herbicide, killing most plants coming into contact with it. 
 3. The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, has banned the use of glyphosate in India, owing to 
the health hazards and risk to human beings and animals.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Union Agriculture Ministry has restricted the use of glyphosate, a widely used herbicide. 
 
What is glyphosate? 
It is a herbicide used to kill weeds — undesirable plants that compete with crops for nutrients, water and 
sunlight. Since weeds basically grow at the expense of crops, farmers remove them manually or spray herbicides. 
 
Glyphosate is a broad-spectrum herbicide that can control a wide range of weeds, whether broadleaf or grassy.  
 
In general, though, the scope for glyphosate use is limited for the very reason that it is non-selective. Designed to 
kill all plants coming into contact with it, the chemical cannot ordinarily distinguish between crop and weed. 
Hence, it can be used in tea or rubber plantations, but not in fields where the crops and weeds are at almost the 
same level. 
 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, on October 21, issued a notification stating that “the use of 
glyphosate involves health hazards and risk to human beings and animals”. It has, however, not banned and 
only “restricted” its use. The spraying of glyphosate and its derivatives shall henceforth only be permitted 
through “pest control operators”. 
 
Source  
 
7) The economic cost of food grains to the Food Corporation of India is Minimum Support Price and bonus (if 

any) paid to the farmers plus 
a) transportation cost only 
b) interest cost only 
c) procurement incidentals and charges for godowns 
d) procurement incidentals and distribution cost 
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Solution: d) 
 
The economic cost of food grains procured by the FCI is a total of MSP and bonus (if any) paid to the farmers 
plus the procurement incidentals and distribution cost. 
The procurement incidentals are the initial costs incurred during procurement of food grains. The distribution 
costs include freight, handling charges, storage costs in godowns, losses during transit etc. 
 
 

 
11. Defence and Security 

 
1) Vikram-S, that was recently launched is 
 a) Indigenously developed surface-to-surface missile  
 b) India’s first Light Combat Aircraft 

c) India’s first privately developed rocket 
d) The first aircraft carrier built in India 
 
Solution: c) 

 
India’s first privately developed launch vehicle, Vikram-S, blasted off on its maiden flight from the Indian Space 
Research Organisation’s (ISRO’s) Sriharikota spaceport on November 18. The mission, named Prarambh, or ‘the 
beginning’, marks the Indian private sector’s first foray into the promising space launch market.  
 
The rocket has been developed by Hyderabad-based Skyroot Aerospace, a company that was started in 2018. It is 
called Vikram-S. It is named after Vikram Sarabhai, the founder of India’s space programme. 
“The Vikram-S rocket is a single-stage sub-orbital launch vehicle which will carry three customer payloads and 
help test and validate technologies in the Vikram series space launch vehicles. 
 
In a sub-orbital flight, the vehicle travels slower than the orbital velocity — which means it is fast enough to reach 
outer space, but not fast enough to stay in an orbit around the Earth.  
 
Source 
 

 
12. Reports and Indices 

 
1) Hunger Hotspots Outlook (2022-23) report is released by 
 a) Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
 b) World Food Programme (WFP)  
 c) International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) 
 d) Both a and b 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Hunger Hotspots Outlook (2022-23) — a report by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) and World Food Programme (WFP). 
 
Source 
 
2) Consider the following statements regarding Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI). 
 1. Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) is released by World Bank. 
 2. The global MPI constructs on indicators spanning health, education and standard of living.  
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 3. The MPI ranges from 0 to 1, and higher values imply higher poverty.  
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 2 only 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 3 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI): 
The report produced by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Oxford Poverty and Human 
Development Initiative (OPHI). 
 
The global MPI constructs a deprivation profile of each household and person through 10 indicators spanning 
health, education and standard of living. All indicators are equally weighted within each dimension. The global 
MPI identifies people as multidimensionally poor if their deprivation score is 1/3 or higher. 
 
The MPI is calculated by multiplying the incidence of poverty and the average intensity of poverty. The MPI 
ranges from 0 to 1, and higher values imply higher poverty.  
 
Source 
 
 

 
13. Maps / Places 

 
1) The Red Sea is a strip of water and an inlet of the Indian Ocean 

occupying the area separating the continent of Africa from Asia. The 
countries bordering the Red Sea are 

 1. Egypt 
 2. Djibouti 
 3. Ethiopia 
 4. Yemen 
 5. Saudi Arabia 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 3, 5 
 c) 2, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The six countries that border the Red Sea are the following: Saudi Arabia, 
Yemen, Egypt, Sudan, Eritrea, and Djibouti. 
 
2) The Mekong is a trans-boundary river in Southeast Asia. It passes through which of these countries?  
 1. Laos 
 2. Myanmar 
 3. India 
 4. Cambodia 
Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3 
 b) 1, 2, 4 
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 c) 1, 4 
 d) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 
 Solution: b) 
 
From the Tibetan Plateau the river runs through China's Yunnan Province, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, 
and Vietnam. 
 
3) Which of the following African countries share border with Indian Ocean? 

1. Tanzania  
2. Kenya 
3. Botswana 
4. Mozambique 

Select the correct answer code: 
a) 1, 2, 3  
b) 2, 4  
c) 1, 2, 4  
d) 1, 2, 3, 4  
 
Solution: c) 
 

 
 
 

14. Miscellaneous 
 
1) Renke commission, sometimes seen in news is related to 
 a) Sub-categorisation of OBC 
 b) Agricultural marketing. 
 c) Defence modernisation 
 d) Denotified tribes (DNTs) 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Who are de-notified, nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes? 
These are communities who are the most vulnerable and deprived. Denotified tribes (DNTs) are communities that 
were ‘notified’ as being ‘born criminal’ during the British regime under a series of laws starting with the Criminal 
Tribes Act of 1871. Nomadic and semi-nomadic communities are defined as those who move from one place to 
another rather than living at one place all the time. 
 
A National Commission for De-notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes (NCDNT) was constituted in 2006 by 
the then government. It was headed by Balkrishna Sidram Renke and submitted its report in June 2008, in which 
it said, “It is an irony that these tribes somehow escaped the attention of our Constitution makers and thus got 
deprived of the Constitutional support unlike Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.” 
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2) Chennai Declaration, sometimes seen in news is related to 
 a) Universal immunization of children against vaccine preventable diseases  
 b) Promoting Green Fireworks 
 c) Reducing Greenhouse gas emissions 
 d) Antimicrobial Resistance  
 
 Solution: d) 
 
The Chennai Declaration, a consortium of doctors and health-care institutions against Antimicrobial Resistance 
(AMR), was formed in 2012.  
 
3) Geographical Indication tags are typically given for 
 1. Agricultural products 
 2. Handicrafts  
 3. Wines and spirit drinks  

4. Industrial products  
5. Foodstuffs 

Select the correct answer code: 
 a) 1, 2, 3, 4 
 b) 1, 2, 3, 5 
 c) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
 d) 1, 2, 4, 5 
 
 Solution: c) 
 
The World Intellectual Property Organisation defines a GI as “a sign used on products that have a specific 
geographical origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that origin”. 
GIs are typically used for agricultural products, foodstuffs, handicrafts, industrial products, wines and spirit 
drinks. Darjeeling tea, Kullu shawl, Mysore agarbathi, champagne (France), Swiss watches etc are some of its 
examples. 
Internationally, GIs are covered as an element of intellectual property rights under the Paris Convention for the 
Protection of Industrial Property. They are also covered under the Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS) Agreement. 
 
4) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Indian women received universal suffrage during India’s independence. 
 2. India has ratified Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW). 
 3. India became the first country to deploy an all-women contingent to a UN Peacekeeping Mission. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1, 2 
 b) 1, 3 
 c) 2, 3 
 d) 1, 2, 3 
 
 Solution: d) 
 
Indian women received universal suffrage during India’s independence in 1947. During the drafting of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, India was instrumental in ensuring that gender sensitive norms were 
respected by changing the language from ‘all men are created equal’ to ‘all human beings are.... ’ India has also 
ratified key international conventions to end discrimination against women which include the Convention on 
the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). 
 
India has been sending women personnel on UN Peacekeeping Missions. In 2007, India became the first country 
to deploy an all-women contingent to a UN Peacekeeping Mission.  
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Source  Source 
 
5) Consider the following statements. 
 1. Special Marriage Act, 1954, provides a civil marriage for couples who cannot marry under their 
personal law. 
 2. The Supreme Court in K.S. Puttaswamy verdict decriminalised homosexuality. 
 3. Many countries have decriminalised homosexuality, but no country has legalised same-sex marriage. 
Which of the above statements is/are correct? 
 a) 1 only 
 b) 1, 2 
 c) 1, 3 
 d) 2, 3 
 
 Solution: a) 
 
The Special Marriage Act, 1954, provides a civil marriage for couples who cannot marry under their personal 
law.  
 
Same-sex marriage, which has been legalised in 30-odd countries, including the U.S.  
 
The K.S. Puttaswamy verdict (2017) which upheld the right to privacy and Navtej Singh Johar (2018) that 
decriminalised homosexuality. 
 
Source 
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