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Scientists have found the oldest (at 
least 2 million years old) known frag-
ments of DNA, just 600 miles from the 
North Pole that reveals that the region 
was once covered by a forest of pop-
lar and birch trees inhabited by mast-

odons, caribou and Arctic hares.
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GS1
Political philosophies like communism

 
MAHAPARINIRVAN DIWAS: COM-
PARING AMBEDKAR’S VIEWS ON 

BUDDHISM AND MARXISM

Direction: 
The article helps to understand the similarities and differences be-
tween Marxism and Buddhism.

Context: 
The death anniversary of Dr BR Ambedkar, the Father of the Indian 
Constitution, is celebrated on December 6 as the Mahaparinirvan 
Diwas. 

Parinirvan: 
It translates as “Nirvana” after death or liberation from the cycles 
of life and death.

Significance of December 6: 
Dr Ambedkar died on December 6, 1956, less than 2 months after 
converting to Buddhism and fulfilling his promise that “I will not 
die a Hindu”

                                 
Marxism is a social, political, and economic philosophy named 
after Karl Marx. It examines the effect of capitalism on labour, pro-
ductivity, and economic development and argues for a worker rev-
olution to overturn capitalism in favour of communism.

Ambedkar on Buddhism and Marxism: 
● Buddhism is superior to other religions and the Buddha’s 

path was superior to the prevalent religion-rejecting the-
ory, Marxism.

● Ambedkar has compared Buddhism to Marxism, claiming 
that while both seek the same end of a just and happy 
society, Buddha’s methods are superior.

Similarities

Buddhism Marxism

Basic philosophy: 
• Function of Religion: To 

reconstruct the world to 
make it happy and not to 
explain its origin or its end.

• All human beings are 
equal.

• Private ownership of 
property: Brings power to 
one class and sorrow to 
another.

• For a happy and fair soci-
ety: Sorrow is removed by 
removing its cause.

Communism: A socioeconomic 
order that involves the absence 
of private property, social class-
es, money and the state.

• Buddha established Com-
munism (on a very small 
scale) in Sangh without 
dictatorship.

Basic philosophy: 
• Function of philosophy: 

To reconstruct the world 
and not to explain the or-
igin of the world. 

• Private ownership: 
Brings power to one class 
and sorrow to another 
through exploitation. 

• For a happy and fair so-
ciety: Sorrow is removed 
by the abolition of pri-
vate property.

Communism: Dictatorship of 
the Proletariat (working class) 
is the ultimate goal.

Differences

Means to achieve a happy and 
fair society:

● Buddha was born a 
democrat and he died 
a democrat.

● Moral appeal: His 
path for believers con-
verts a man by chang-
ing his moral incli-
nation to pursue the 
path voluntarily.

● Bhikshus, for exam-
ple, give up all worldly 
goods, indicating the 
abolition of private 
property.

Importance of Religion: The 
only thing which could sustain 
the state is Religion.

Means: Violence and Dicta-
torship of the Proletariat. 

● Snatching private 
properties of the 
rich class by force/
violence and estab-
lishing the rule of the 
working class.

Religion is anathema (some-
thing intensely disliked)

Marxists’ criticism of the above comparison: Marx is so modern 
and Buddha so ancient.

Criticism of Marxism:
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● The Communists believe that the state will inevitably die. 
However, they do not address what would replace the 
state.

● Communists admit that their conception of the state as 
a permanent dictatorship is a flaw in their political ide-
ology.

Conclusion: 
● Ambedkar is often misunderstood as being anti-religious, 

despite the fact that he was highly spiritual and aware of 
the necessity of religion in public life.

● Marxists can reform Marxism if they keep their prejudices 
away and study the Buddha.

Insta Links: 
Buddhism

Mains Links:
Q. Examine Ambedkar’s critique of Marxism.

Prelims Links:
Consider the following statements:

1. Kushinagar is the place where the Buddha attained Ma-
haparinirvana, and is, therefore, an international Bud-
dhist pilgrimage centre.

2. Kushinagar has the highest population of Buddhists in In-
dia.

Which of the above statements is/are incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2

Solution: b)
 

Geophysical phenomena and environmental impact

HEATWAVES IN INDIA 

Context: 
A new report by the World Bank suggests India could soon be-
come one of the first places in the world to experience heatwaves 
that break the human survivability limit.
India has witnessed a concurrent increase in meteorological 
droughts and heat waves over the last 60 years.

About Heatwaves:
A Heat Wave is a period of abnormally high temperatures, more 
than the normal maximum temperature that usually occurs 
during the summer season.
About Human Survivability Limit:
The Human Survivability Limit refers to the rule of thumb, which 
states humans can survive three minutes without air, three days 
without water, and three weeks without food.

Heatwave in India
•	 In April 2022, India suffered an early spring heat wave 

that saw temperatures in New Delhi, topping 46 degrees 
Celsius.

•	 The month of March was the hottest ever recorded.
•	 The heatwaves would be devastating for many poor and 

marginalized communities across India, who live in inad-
equately ventilated, hot, and crowded homes without 
proper access to cooling.

•	 Only 8% of Indian households own air-conditioning units, 
according to an analysis presented in the India Cooling 
Action Plan (ICAP), 2019. 

Negative effects of Heatwaves:
On Indian economy

•	 By 2030, India may account for 34 million of the project-
ed 80 million global job losses from heat stress-associat-
ed productivity decline.

•	 Analysis by McKinsey & Company shows that lost labour 
from rising heat and humidity could put up to 4.5% of 
India’s GDP 

On food and public health
•	 India’s long-term food security and public health secu-

rity will depend on a reliable cold chain network. A sin-
gle temperature lapse in the journey can break the cold 
chain, spoiling fresh produce and weakening the potency 
of vaccines.

Human Health
•	 Heat conditions can alter human behaviour, the trans-

mission of diseases, air quality, and critical social infra-
structures such as energy, transport, and water.

Ecological impacts
•	 Heatwaves, without increases in precipitation, can lead 

to water shortages and increased stress for plants, par-
ticularly in arid regions.

•	 Animals are also highly impacted because of heat waves. 

Way forward to sustainability
•	 The most effective way to avoid the negative impacts 

of heatwaves is to mitigate climate change by reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) and minimising the rise 
in global mean temperatures. 

•	 New initiatives to create early warning and response sys-
tems and improved communication approaches can help 
to save lives and build resilience to heat waves.

•	 Decision-makers can employ a range of strategies and 
policies to modify social behaviour and reduce exposure 
to heat by closing schools or offices, which lack adequate 
air conditioning, ensuring availability of water, health 
care, and first aid, and extending access to pools, parks, 
and public cooling centres.

•	 Improved urban design and sustainable planning that 
increases access to green space and other cool environ-
ments (pools, air-conditioned spaces) and encourages 
white roofs.

Insta Links: 
Heatwaves

Prelims Link:
•	 IMD criteria for Heatwaves
•	 India Cooling Action Plan

https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-heritage-culture/religion/buddhism/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/04/07/what-are-heat-waves/
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Mains Link:
Q. What is a heatwave? Account for the increasing frequency 
and unprecedented heatwaves across multiple cities in India. 150 
Words

BEHIND MUMBAI’S UNUSUAL-
LY FOUL AIR, CHANGES IN WIND 

PATTERNS

Direction: 
The article mainly highlights how local winds like sea breezes could 
influence the pollution level of a place. 

 
Context: 
Over the last month, air quality in India’s financial hub, Mumbai, 
has been worse than in prior years, giving Mumbaikars a taste of 
what people in Delhi have become used to at this time of year.

Background: 
Since December 5, the AQI in Mumbai has consistently been in the 
“very poor” range (AQI > 300), according to the SAFAR (System of 
Air Quality and Weather Forecasting and Research) network.

Why is this unusual?
● This is not the first time Mumbai’s air has been so toxic, 

but it has never lasted more than 1-2 days.
● Though Mumbai generates pollutants in equivalent 

amounts as compared to Delhi, it has an important loca-
tion advantage.

	 Mumbai’s relatively clean air is the result of 
strong sea breezes that sweep air pollutants 
away from the land.

Reasons for this unusual pattern:
● Change in flow patterns: In Mumbai, winds move from 

land to sea for a few days and then from sea to land and 
this cyclic pattern usually repeats every 3-4 days. 

	 When the wind is not moving away from the 
land, air pollutants accumulate over the city. 
But then the wind direction changes, and it all 
gets cleaned.

	 This cycle is delayed this year. Instead of repeat-
ing every 3-4 days, it is happening after a week, 
even 10 days. 

	 Even when the wind direction turns favourable, 
the lack of adequate speed means that the air is 
not entirely cleaned.

Probable causes:
● Though the meteorological reasons behind this change 

needed to be probed, this can be attributed to some un-
usual global events like the third consecutive year of La 
Niña.

	 La Nina is an abnormal cooling of the Pacific 
Ocean that impacts weather events across the 
world.

● More construction activities: Large infrastructure proj-
ects, like the Mumbai Metro or the Coastal Road Project, 
could be generating significantly higher amounts of pol-
lutants.

	 This could be possible, as Mumbai is currently 
witnessing a rise in PM10 (particulate matter of 
the size of 10 micrometres or smaller) levels as 
well.

About SAFAR:
● It is an initiative of the Union Ministry of Earth Sci-

ences (MoES) launched in 2010 (for Delhi) for greater 
metropolitan cities to provide -

	 Location-specific information on air quality 
in near real-time and 

	 It’s forecast 1-3 days in advance.
● It is developed by the Indian Institute of Tropical Me-

teorology, Pune, and is operationalised by the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD).

● SAFAR framework considers almost all pollutant levels 
- PM10, 1, 2.5, CO, NOx, SO2, Volatile Organic Com-
pounds, etc., to compile the Air Quality Index (AQI).

● It promotes public awareness by educating the public, 
encouraging self-mitigation, and assisting policymakers 
in developing mitigation policies.
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Insta Links: 
Land and Sea Breezes

Mains Links:
Q. Explain local winds and how they impact the weather condi-
tion of a region? (250 words)

Prelims Links: 

Consider the following statements:
1. The air pressure is highest at sea level and decreases with 

height.
2. In nature, the air always moves from high-pressure areas 

to low-pressure areas.
3. Low-pressure systems are usually characterised by dry 

and settled weather.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2
b) 1, 3
c) 2, 3
d) 1, 2 and 3

Solution: a)

GS2
Parliament and State Legislatures

RESERVATION FOR DALIT CON-
VERTS: SC TO DECIDE ON HEAR-

ING PETITIONS

Direction: 
The article highlights the issues related to the inclusion/exclusion 
of communities in the SC list.

Context: 
The SC stated it would consider whether to wait for the Justice 
K.G. Balakrishnan Commission’s report or hear a series of peti-
tions seeking Scheduled Castes quota benefits for Dalit converts to 
other religions, notably Christianity.

Article 341 of the Indian Constitution:
● Clause (1): The President may with respect to any State/

UT and where it is a State after consultation with the Gov-
ernor, may notify the castes, races or tribes or parts of or 
groups within castes, races or tribes to be SCs in relation 
to that State/UT.

● Clause (2): Parliament may by law include or exclude 
from the list of SCs specified in a notification issued. 

Background:
● Earlier, the SC had sought the Union government’s posi-

tion on petitions challenging the Constitution (Scheduled 
Castes) Order of 1950.

● The Order allows only members of Hindu, Sikh and Bud-
dhist religions to be recognised as SCs.

● A group seeking inclusion under the Order, is required to 
show extreme social, educational and economic back-
wardness arising out of the practice of untouchability.

● The Union government rejected the possibility of includ-
ing Dalit Christians and Muslims and recently constituted 
a new Commission (under former CJI K.G. Balakrishnan) 
under the Commission of Inquiry Act, 1952 to re-examine 
their inclusion.
A case for inclusion:

● The existence of caste and caste inequalities among Indi-
an Christians and Indian Muslims. 

● The caste-based discrimination continues even after con-
version. 

● The 1st Backward Classes Commission’s report (1953), 
the Mandal Commission Report, the Ranganath Misra 
Commission Report, etc., highlight the same fact.

● In Sikhism and Buddhism, though casteism is not pres-
ent, they have been included as SCs. 

Arguments against inclusion:
● Christianity is an egalitarian religion which did not ad-

here to any caste system. As a result, a 1936 Imperial 
Order, specifically excluded “Indian Christians” from the 
Depressed Classes list.

● The Union government refuses to accept the reports as 
they lack empirical evidence to support their claims. 

● The government said that Dalits who converted to Chris-
tianity or Islam to escape caste discrimination could no 
longer claim the reservation benefits enjoyed by those 
who remained in the Hindu religious system.

● SC members had converted to Buddhism at the call of B.R. 
Ambedkar in 1956 on account of “some innate socio-po-
litical imperatives”. 

Insta Links: 
The criterion for SC status

Mains Links:
Q. Whether the National Commission for Scheduled Castes 
(NCSC) can enforce the implementation of constitutional reser-
vation for the Scheduled Castes in religious minority institutions. 
Examine. (UPSC 2018)

Judiciary

THE IMPASSE OVER THE AP-
POINTMENT OF JUDGES

Direction: 
The article discusses the issue of the appointment of judges to the 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-geography-2/indian-climate/winds/types-of-winds/local-winds/land-and-sea-breezes/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/10/06/the-criterion-for-sc-status/
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higher judiciary in the context of the 2015 SC’s verdict which struck 
down NJAC.

Context: 
The Vice President of India recently commented on the ongoing 
heated debate between the Central government and the Supreme 
Court over the matter of judicial appointments. 

Background: 
The VP questioned the SC’s 2015 decision, which struck down the 
National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) and the 99th 
Constitutional Amendment, 2014, on the grounds of endangering 
judicial independence.

                          

Changes brought by the Constitution (99th Amend-
ment) Act, 2014:

● In order to replace the collegium system, it introduced 3 
primary Articles. 

○ Article 124A, created a constitutional body - 
NJAC to replace the collegium system.

○ Article 124B, which conferred the NJAC powers 
to make appointments.

○ Article 124C, empowering Parliament to regu-
late the NJAC’s functioning.

Appointment procedure provided under the NJAC Act:
● The NJAC was to recommend the Chief Justice of India 

and Chief Justices of the HCs based on seniority, while SC 
and HC judges were to be recommended based on ability, 
merit and other criteria.

● Unlike the collegium system, the Act enables both ex-
ecutive and judicial members to serve on the NJAC and 
empowered any 2 members of the NJAC to veto a recom-
mendation.

Why was the NJAC challenged? 
● In 2015, the Supreme Court Advocates on Record Associ-

ation (SCAORA) filed a plea arguing that - 
○ The NJAC took away the primacy of the judicia-

ry’s collective opinion as it could be vetoed.

○ The amendment “severely” damaged the basic 
structure (independence of the judiciary) of the 
Constitution.

The Centre’s argument:
● The collegium that worked on an “intradependence” 

structure has “no transparency.”
● The Act did not deprive the judiciary of its primacy but 

rather diminished the executive’s power because the 
NJAC had only 1 member (Law Minister), as compared to 
3 SC judges.

● The amendment was “perfectly consonant” with the ba-
sic structure as it strengthened the independence of the 
judiciary, checks and balances and democracy. 

The SC’s 2015 ruling (4:1 majority) (4th Judge Case):
● The NJAC was unconstitutional and violated the basic 

structure of the constitution. 
● The Bench admitted that all was not well even with the 

collegium system and that the time was ripe to improve 
the system of judicial appointments.  

Criticism of the ruling: 
The NJAC came through a unanimously passed constitutional pro-
vision that reflected “the will of the people,” as both the bills were 
ratified by the required number of State Legislatures.
Current arrangement of judicial appointments:

● The collegium system was restored.
● The Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) - an agreement 

between the judiciary and the government (which came 
into existence after NJAC) that outlines the criteria for ap-
pointing judges to the SC and HCs.

Insta Links: 
Collegium system of appointments of judges to the HCs and the 
SC

Mains Links:
Q. Critically examine the Supreme Court’s judgment on ‘The Na-
tional Judicial Appointments Commission Act, 2014’ with refer-
ence to the appointment of judges of the higher judiciary in India. 
(UPSC 2017)

Prelims Links:
Q. Consider the following statements:

1. The Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) governs the ap-
pointment of members of the higher judiciary in India.

2. The MoP says that the Union Minister of Law and Justice 
would seek the recommendation of the outgoing Chief 
Justice of India for the appointment of the next Chief Jus-
tice of India.

3. Article 124 of the Constitution contains the provisions re-
lated to MoP.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) All of the above
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Solution: a)

Salient features of the RPA

WHAT ARE EXIT POLLS, AND 
WHAT RULES GOVERN THEM IN 

INDIA?

Direction: 
As exit polls are always in news in India, the article discusses all 
aspects of exit polls – meaning, regulatory backing, significance, 
and criticism.

Context: 
Exit polls for the Gujarat elections are now available, as the results 
of exit polls for a specific election are not permitted to be pub-
lished until the last vote has been cast.

About exit polls:
● Meaning: An exit poll asks voters, which political party 

they are supporting after they have cast their votes in 
an election. 

● History: In 1957, during the 2nd Lok Sabha elections, the 
Indian Institute of Public Opinion conducted such a poll.

● Conducted by: A number of organisations, often in tie-
ups with media organisations. 

● How does it differ from an opinion poll? Unlike exit polls, 
which are post-voting polls/surveys, opinion polls are 
held before the elections. 

Rules governing exit polls:
● In 1998, the Election Commission of India (ECI) issued 

guidelines under Article 324 of the Constitution, restrict-
ing media from publishing results of opinion and exit polls 
during a prohibited period.

● In 1999, the SC stated that in the absence of a statutory 
sanction, the ECI cannot impose any guidelines prohibit-
ing such polls.

● The inclusion of Section 126(A) in the Representation of 
the People Act, 1951, in 2010 imposed restrictions only 
on exit polls.

○ Section 126(A): No person shall conduct any exit 
poll and publish or publicise its results through 
the print or electronic media, during such period 
as the ECI may notify in this regard. 

○ Any person who violates the provisions of this 
section shall be punished with imprisonment 
for a term up to 2 years/ a fine/ both.

● Currently, exit polls can be telecast only after the conclu-
sion of the last phase of the election.

Common parameters for a good/accurate exit poll:
● Large and diverse sample size.

● A clearly constructed questionnaire with no bias.

Significance of exit polls: 
Gives an indication of -

● Who might secure the maximum votes 
● The issues, personalities and loyalties that have influ-

enced voters

Criticism of exit polls: 
● Political parties often allege that these polls are motivat-

ed or financed by a rival party. 
● The results can be influenced by the choice, wording, 

timing of the questions and by the nature of the sample 
drawn.

Insta Links: 
Exit polls

Mains Links:
Q. Differentiate between an opinion poll and an exit poll. Do you 
think these polls can impact free and fair elections by affecting 
voting patterns? Critically comment. (250 words)

Constitutional posts and Bodies.

COUNTING PROCESS AFTER POLL-
ING IS OVER

Direction: 
The article covers the process and apparatus involved during the 
counting of votes once polling is over.

Context: 
As Gujarat and Himachal Pradesh wait for the results of their As-
sembly elections, we will try to understand the process of counting 
votes. 

Background: 
For a country like India where each individual constituency can 
have lakhs of voters, counting votes is a complex process that re-
quires both pace and precision. 

Process of counting of votes:
Location:

● Ideally, all votes should be counted in one location in the 
constituency. But during General Elections, many count-
ing centres can be appointed. 

● The location(s) for counting votes is decided by the Re-
turning Officer (RO), with multiple centres being under 
the supervision of the Assistant Returning Officers (each 
centre under one ARO).

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/04/11/sansad-tv-perspective-exit-polls/
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Role played by the Returning Officer (RO):
● The RO is appointed for each constituency by the Elec-

tion Commission and is the highest authority (during the 
course of the election) in the constituency to peacefully 
and impartially conduct elections. 

● Generally, the District Magistrate is the ex-officio RO in 
Lok Sabha elections while the Sub-Divisional Magistrate is 
the RO in state assembly elections.

● With respect to the counting of votes, the RO has the fol-
lowing duties:

○ To designate the counting centres and get them 
approved by the Commission well in advance;

○ To send notice to the candidates about the place, 
date and time of counting of votes;

○ To appoint and train counting staff;
○ To count the votes and declare the result. How-

ever, ROs themselves do not count all votes but 
verify the counting at multiple stages. 

● They are the final authority in the matter of vote counting 
in an election. The EC also appoints AROs to assist the RO 
in carrying out all the duties. 

Other participants in the counting apparatus: 
● Counting Supervisors and Assistants: They should be ga-

zetted officers and are appointed by the RO. 
● Observers:

○ The EC appoints observers at each counting 
room, who are supposed to record the proceed-
ings and file a report. 

○ They are the eyes and ears of the EC on the 
ground, who ensure that all procedures are be-
ing followed and are also supposed to random-
ly verify votes counted for some EVMs in each 
round of counting. 

● Candidates and Counting Agents: Candidates who were 
on the ballot are also allowed in the counting room along 
with their representatives. 

● Security:
● While armed forces are typically not supposed 

to enter counting rooms, they are in charge of 
maintaining multiple layers of security, both at 
the 

○ Counting room 

○ Path through which EVMs are brought 
to the counting rooms from their strong 
rooms (where they are stored after 
polling). 

● The security forces, including CRPF and local 
police, are under the authority of the RO of the 
constituency.

Insta Links: 
Election Commission

Mains Links:
Q. In the light of recent controversy regarding the use of Elec-
tronic Voting Machines (EVM), what are the challenges before 
the Election Commission of India to ensure the trustworthiness 
of elections in India? (2018)

Government policies and interventions

PENDENCY FALLS IN THE RATE OF 
ADOPTION

Context: 
The pendency in the adoption of children has come down to 644 
from 905 over the last two months since the new Adoption Reg-
ulations were notified. 

•	 The new rules empowered District Magistrates to issue 
adoption orders, which were exercised by the judiciary 
earlier.

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) 
Amendment Bill, 2021:

•	 Section 61 of the JJ Act: Authorizing District 
Magistrates and Additional District Magistrates to issue 
adoption orders by striking out the word “court”.

Reforms made in the Adoption Rules:
•	 Pre- and post-adoptive counselling sessions for prospec-

tive adoptive parents by counsellors trained with the help 
of the National Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sci-
ences (NIMHANS).

•	 A complete health check-up is being done through the 
Chief Medical Officer (CMO) of the child before process-
ing the adoption. 

•	 Changes have also been made to the Child Adoption Re-
source Information and Guidance System (CARINGS) on-
line platform for adoption.

•	 If the child adjusts well to the foster family, it can adopt 
the child after two years of fostering (earlier it was five 
years).

Need for reforms:
•	 To prevent court-related delays during adoptions be-

cause of a large number of pending cases. 

Issues with Adoption in India:

https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/appointment-to-various-constitutional-posts-powers-functions-and-responsibilities-of-various-constitutional-bodies/election-commission/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/appointment-to-various-constitutional-posts-powers-functions-and-responsibilities-of-various-constitutional-bodies/election-commission/
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•	 Conflict - There is an anomaly on the legislature front as 
adoption is being governed by the Hindu Adoption and 
Maintenance Act of 1956, which is under the Ministry of 
Law and Justice while the aspects of Orphans are dealt 
with by the Ministry of Women and Child Development.

•	 Emotional trauma – Children face a lot of pressure in get-
ting adjusted to a new family and culture.

•	 Trafficking: The trafficking of such children is a challenge, 
especially in the eastern part of the country like Bihar, 
Jharkhand and West Bengal.

Laws governing adoptions in India:
•	 Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act, 1956 (HAMA): A 

“dattaka hom” ceremony or an adoption deed or a court 
order is sufficient to obtain irrevocable adoption rights.

•	 Juvenile Justice Act, 2015: Parents have to register 
on CARA’s portal after which a specialized adoption 
agency carries out a home study report.

Way Forward:
•	 Changing behavioural mindset related to “my child being 

of my blood”, which was initiated by banning commercial 
surrogacy in India. 

•	 Adoption rates will begin to increase both when there are 
enough children in the adoption pool, and when more 
parents are willing to adopt.

Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA)
•	 It has been set up as a statutory body of the Ministry of Wom-

en and Child Development.
•	 It functions as a nodal body for the adoption of Indian chil-

dren and is mandated to monitor and regulate in-country 
and inter-country adoption.

Insta Link:
The tedious process of Adoption

Prelims Link:
•	 CARA
•	 Juvenile Justice Act
•	 CARINGS Online Platform
•	 Hindu Adoption and Maintenance Act

 
Mains Link:
Q. Explain the rationale behind the recent Juvenile Justice 
(Amendment) Bill 2021 and account for its key features. 150 
Words

NEED TO UPGRADE SPORTS IN-
FRA IN VILLAGES FOR PODIUM 

FINISHES

Context: 
Recently, during a Parliamentary discussion on promotion of sports 
in India, MPs raised the issue of limited spending on sports, inade-
quate infrastructure and inclusivity. 

Background: 
● Sports being a ‘State’ subject, the responsibility for devel-

opment of sports, including opening sports schools, rests 
with the State/ UT governments. 

● India’s poor performance at international sporting events 
such as the Olympics, as evidenced by the country’s low 
medal record, is cause for concern.

Issues faced by the Indian sports sector:
● Inadequate funding: Though India is a 3.5-trillion econo-

my, it spent just Rs 11,482.77 crore (in the last 5 years) for 
the development of sports. 

● Inadequate infrastructure: Low number of sports acade-
mies, stadiums and equipment.

● Rural-urban gap: Most of the facilities are concentrated 
in urban India.

● Lack of inclusivity in sports: In terms of class, caste and 
gender.

Way ahead:
● There is a need to support talent from the villages.
● Mega events and sports in the urban and the practising 

academies should be concentrated in villages. 
● Making sports mandatory in schools and schools must 

have a sports ground and a sports teacher.
● Inviting CSR funding and Public Private Partnerships in 

Indian sports.
● Ensuring more participation of children, women, and 

trans-sportspersons.

Related news: The scheme of National Centre of Sports Science 
and Research (NCSSR)
Context: The scheme of NCSSR being implemented by the Union 
Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, aims to support high level re-
search education and innovation in respect of high performance 
of elite athletes.
About the scheme:

● It is implemented through the Sports Authority of In-
dia (SAI) - an Autonomous Body under the Ministry 
and selected universities/institutes/medical colleges in 
the country. 

● Under the scheme, medical care and management as 
well as rehabilitation of injuries of athletes at the SAI 
National Centre of Excellence (NCOE) and Target Olym-
pic Podium Scheme (TOPS) is undertaken. 

Other schemes to promote sports in India:
1. Fit India Movement: Launched in 2019, the move-

ment’s goal is to influence people’s behaviours and en-
courage them to live more physically active lifestyles.

2. Khelo India 2020 program: The government would 
train the athletes and their coaches to improve their 
performance on the world stage (Olympics). 

3. Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS): Its goal is to 
find, develop and prepare future medal contenders for 
the Olympic and Paralympic Games.

4. The National Sports Development Fund (NSDF): It 
gives athletes opportunities to train with renowned in-
ternational coaches, technical, scientific support. 

5. Mission Olympics 2024: To assist India in winning 50 
medals in the 2024 summer Olympics, NITI Aayog has 
developed a short- and medium-term action plan.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/12/the-tedious-process-of-adoption/
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Insta Links: 
National air sports policy

Mains Links:
Q. Analyse the importance of reviving the sports culture in In-
dia at the grass-root level by building a strong framework for all 
sports. (250 words)

Social Justice

FIVE SOCIAL SECTOR MINISTRIES 
JOIN PM GATI SHAKTI 

Context: 
Five key social sector departments – health, women and child 
development, rural development and panchayat raj, education, 
and housing and urban affairs – have joined the PM Gati Shakti 
Scheme, aimed at cutting India’s logistical costs

•	 Implementing agency: DPIIT (Department for promotion 
of Industry and Internal Trade) of the commerce and in-
dustry ministry.

How Gati Shakti will improve the functioning of these 
social sector departments:

•	 Improved Planning of the projects
•	 Improved coordination among departments e.g., con-

cerned departments can upload their GIS data (Geo-
graphic Information System) to be shared among other 
departments. 

•	 Improved monitoring of projects
•	 Improved evaluation of the impact of the projects. 

About PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan
PM Gati Shakti Master Plan (2021), is a Rs. 100 lakh-crore proj-
ects for developing ‘holistic infrastructure’. It aims to ensure the 
speed (Gati) and Power (Shakti) of infrastructure projects in the 
next four years, with a focus on expediting works on the ground, 
saving costs and creating jobs, and bringing down the logistics cost.

Gati Shakti scheme will give the necessary push to infrastructure 
development:

• Boost to infrastructure: A plug-and-play model for indus-
trial parks. It will subsume National Infrastructure Pipe-
line launched in 2019

• Helps solve logistical issues: India’s logistics cost burden 
is 13-14% of GDP, compared to 6-8% in more competitive 
economies.

• Curbs red-tapism: E.g., the Railways has started a ‘Com-
mon Drawing Approval System’ on an online platform, so 
all the approvals can be accessed on one portal.

• Increased coordination: Gati Shakti will bring together 16 
infrastructure-related Ministries.

• Incorporation of various projects from different min-
istries: Gati Shakti will incorporate the infrastructure 
schemes of various Union ministries and state govern-
ments: Bharatmala, Sagarmala, UDAN, inland waterways, 
dry/land ports, etc.

Insta Curious

Insta Links
PM GatiShakti — National Master Plan

Mains Links
Q. Gati Shakti will ensure integrated planning and implementa-
tion of infrastructure projects in the coming years, with a focus 
on expediting works on the ground, saving costs and creating 
jobs. Discuss. (250 Words) (UPSC Mains 2022) 

 
INDIA INEQUALITY REPORT 2022

Context: 
According to ‘India Inequality Report 2022: Digital Divide’ re-
leased by the NGO Oxfam India - growing inequalities based on 
caste, religion, gender, class, and geographic location are being 
worryingly replicated in the digital space in India.

Key Highlights of the report:
	Gender Divide:

•	 Women constitute only one-third of internet users in In-
dia

•	 61% of men-owned mobile phones compared to just 31 
% of women in 2021

	Rural-Urban Divide:
•	 Only 31 per cent of the rural population uses the Internet 

compared to 67 per cent of their urban counterparts.
•	 Maharashtra has the highest internet penetration, while 

Bihar has the lowest.
	Religion and Caste wise Divide:

•	 Sikhs have the highest likelihood of having a computer 
followed by Christians, Hindus and lastly Muslims.

•	 The tendency to use formal financial services is lowest 
for ST households, followed by SC households and OBC 
households.

	Division because of poverty:
•	 The chances of having a computer are higher with higher 

levels of education as well as income. 
•	 The likelihood of a digital payment by the richest 60 per 

cent is four times more than the poorest 40 per cent in 
India.

About Digital Divide:
The digital divide is a term that refers to the gap be-
tween demographics and regions that have access to 
modern information and communications technolo-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/06/08/national-air-sports-policy/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/01/19/pm-gatishakti-national-master-plan-2/
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gy (ICT), and those that do not or have restricted access. 

Determinants of Digital Divide:
•	 Low literacy and income levels. 
•	 Geographical restrictions.
•	 Lack of motivation to use technology.
•	 Lack of physical access to technology.
•	 Digital illiteracy.

Tackling Digital Divide:
•	 Create awareness about digital platforms.
•	 Enhance digital skills among the population.
•	 Investment to bridge the digital divide – create better in-

frastructure.

Indian Government Initiatives to tackle digital divide:
•	 Jan-Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM) trinity
•	 Bharat Net
•	 Digital Payments 
•	 Optical Fibre Network (NOF-N)

                                                                

Insta Link:
Digital Divide

Mains Link:
Q. What is the digital divide? What are its implications?  Examine 
how India and its states are faring in bridging the digital divide. 
150 Words

Issues Related to Health

ACTION AGAINST PHARMA POL-
LUTION

Direction: 
The article discusses pharma/drug pollution, its causes, effect and 
the way ahead to reduce it.

Context: 
According to a paper published in the journal The Lancet, pharma-
ceutical pollution is an overlooked but urgent issue that needs co-
ordinated action from across the pharmaceutical, healthcare and 
environmental sectors. 

About drug or pharmaceutical pollution:
● It is a form of water pollution, caused by pharmaceutical 

drugs and their molecules which reach the aquatic envi-
ronment (groundwater, rivers, lakes, and oceans) through 
wastewater. 

● It is now detected in waters throughout the world and its 
causes include -

○ Effluents from pharmaceutical manufacturing, 
○ Ageing infrastructure (such as water treatment 

plants which cannot filter our too small mole-
cules), 

○ Sewage overflows (drugs in urine and excreta) 
and 

○ Agricultural runoff (antibiotic use in livestock).

Effects:
● On human health: For example, Endocrine disruptor 

chemicals (EDCs) (e.g., Endosulphan) directly influence 
sex hormones.

● On aquatic life: A suspected contributor in fish kills, am-
phibian die-offs, etc.

Key highlights of The Lancet study:
● Almost 43% of the world’s rivers are contaminated with 

active pharmaceutical ingredients in concentrations that 
can have disastrous ramifications on health. 

● Medicines are a vital part of the human healthcare sys-
tem, so there is a need to find ways to use them without 
poisoning the environment.

                                 

Way ahead:
● Returning unused drugs to pharmacies rather than dis-

posing them off the sink or toilet. 
● The domestic pharmaceutical industry needs to take the 

lead in limiting antibiotic pollution. 
● Upgrading existing water treatment plants to use ad-

vanced oxidation processes that can remove small mol-
ecules.

Conclusion: 
Societal-wide action on reducing pharmaceutical pollution from 
human healthcare is the need of the hour.

Insta Links: 
India: Pharmacy of World

Mains Links:
Q. How does the pharma industry pollute the environment and 
what are the effects of this pollution? Examine. (200 Words)

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/13/sansad-tv-new-india-debate-india-pharmacy-of-world/
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Governance

BILL TO AMEND MULTI-STATE 
COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES ACT IN-

TRODUCED IN LS

Context: 
A Bill to amend the Multi-State Cooperative Societies Act was in-
troduced in the Lok Sabha recently.

Background:
•	 Multi-State Cooperatives: MSCS is a Cooperative Society 

with objects to serve the interest of the members in more 
than one State.

MSCS Act, 2002
•	 The MSCS Act was passed to govern such cooperatives 

whose members and areas of operation are spread 
across more than one state.

•	 At present, India has more than 1,500 multi-State coop-
erative societies.

Need for amendment:
•	 To strengthen governance, reform the electoral process, 

improve the monitoring mechanism, and ensure ease of 
doing business in multi-State cooperative societies.

•	 To improve the composition of boards and ensure finan-
cial discipline, besides enabling the raising of funds in the 
multi-State cooperative societies.

Key amendments suggested:
•	 To establish a “cooperative election authority”.
•	 To make provisions for the “appointment of cooperative 

information officer”.
•	 To appoint one or more “cooperative ombuds-

men” with territorial jurisdiction to inquire into mem-
bers’ complaints. 

•	 Insert a new Section related to the “establishment of the 
Cooperative Rehabilitation, Reconstruction and Devel-
opment Fund” for the revival of “sick multi-state coop-
erative societies”

•	 Insert Section relating to “concurrent audit” for such 

multi-state societies with an annual turnover or deposit 
of more than the amount as determined by the Centre.

•	 The merger of “any cooperative society” into an existing 
multi-state cooperative society.

Federal Issues concerning the bill:
•	 No provision of the Constitution makes way for merging 

a cooperative society, which is incorporated under State 
law with a Multi-State Cooperative Society. 

•	 The Centre is indirectly encroaching on the rights of 
State Co-operative Societies through the introduction of 
the clause concerning the merger.

•	 Beyond the legislative competence of the Union as State 
cooperative societies are within the exclusive jurisdiction 
of States.

Constitutional Provisions regarding Cooperative Societies:
•	 97th Constitutional Amendment Act 2011
•	 The right to form cooperative societies is a fundamental 

right (Article 19).
•	 New Directive Principle of State Policy on the Promotion of 

Cooperative Societies (Article 43-B).
•	 A new Part IX-B to the Constitution is titled “The Co-operative 

Societies” (Articles 243-ZH to 243-ZT). 

Creation of a new Ministry of Cooperation – which gave more ac-
knowledgement to cooperative societies.

Related news: The government is planning to set up a “National 
Cooperative Export Society” to help boost India’s exports.

Insta Link:
Urban, multi-State cooperative banks to come under RBI supervi-
sion

Mains Link:
Q. The concept of cooperatives builds on the idea of communities 
creating infrastructure by using local materials and family labour, 
which is a vital component of inclusive development. Elaborate. 
15M

India and its neighborhood- relations.

INDIA CENTRAL ASIA SECURITY 
MEET

Context: 
India hosted a conclave of top security officials from Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan with a focus on the evolv-
ing security situation in Afghanistan.

•	 This year was the 30th anniversary of the establishment 
of diplomatic ties between India and Central Asian coun-
tries.

About Central Asia:
It is a diverse region with a mix of upper-middle and low-income 
countries with major strategic importance.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/26/urban-multi-state-cooperative-banks-to-come-under-rbi-supervision/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/06/26/urban-multi-state-cooperative-banks-to-come-under-rbi-supervision/
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Key highlights of the meeting:
● Support for a peaceful, stable, and secure Afghanistan, 

emphasizing respect for its sovereignty, unity, and terri-
torial integrity and urging non-interference in its internal 
affairs.

● The participants supported India’s proposal to include 
the Chabahar port within the framework of the Interna-
tional North-South Transport Corridor.

● The communique also called for the early adoption of the 
UN Comprehensive Convention on International Terror-
ism (CCIT), which India had first proposed in 1996.

Why Central Asia is important for India:
● Historical reasons: Central Asia was a transit route “the 

silk route” for the continent.
● By acting as a bridge between Asia and Europe.
● As a bulwark against fundamentalism: Peace and stabil-

ity in the Central Asian region and adjoining Afghanistan 
are important in the fight against religious fundamental-
ism and terrorism.

● Against Non-State Actors
● Counterbalancing China’s belligerent attitude
● As a consumer market 
● For Energy Security

○ Kazakhstan has so far supplied a total of 9,000 
tons of uranium

○ The Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India 
(TAPI) and Iran -Pakistan-India (IPI) pipeline 
projects ensure energy security for India.

● For connectivity and trade: 
○ Development of the International North-South 

Transport Corridor (INSTC)
● Becoming a member of the Ashgabat Agreement
● War on Drugs: Drug trafficking poses a great challenge to 

the region; hence it is of utmost importance to check the 
drug menace by engaging with the stakeholders. 

● Soft power - sports, music, art, culture, and cinema to 
have a philosophical and moral high ground in the region.
Conclusion:

The vast scope for cooperation is evident from the fact that there 
is a huge level of unrealized potential that needs to be tapped. We 
need to revisit the Connect Central Asia Policy, which is based on 
- the 4Cs: 

International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) is a multi-
mode network of ship, rail, and road routes for moving freight be-
tween India, Iran, Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Russia, Cen-
tral Asia, and Europe.

The Ashgabat agreement is a multimodal transport agreement be-
tween India, Iran, Kazakhstan, Oman, Turkmenistan, and Uzbeki-
stan for creating an international transport and transit corridor 
facilitating the transportation of goods between Central Asia and 
the Persian Gulf.  

Insta Links: 
India Central Asia

Prelims Link:
•	 Central Asian Countries
•	 INSTC
•	 TAPI

Mains Link:
Q. India’s carefully calibrated strategy in the Central Asian region 
is guided by mutual reciprocal interests both in economic and 
strategic terms. However, recent events have brought up new 
challenges to India’s interests. Analyse. 250 Words

GS3
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning 

WHAT’S THE EFFECT OF THE RUS-
SIAN OIL PRICE CAP, BAN?

Context: 
Western countries, G7 and European Union have agreed to cap the 
price of Russia’s oil exports (to $60 per barrel) in an attempt to lim-
it the fossil fuel earnings that support Russia’s budget, its military 
and the invasion of Ukraine. 

What is the price cap?
A price-cap regulation is a form of economic regulation that es-
tablishes an upper limit on the prices that a utility provider can 
charge.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/india-central-asia/
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Impact of the price cap:
•	 Increase volatility in the Oil market: The price cap could 

have an uncertain effect on the price of oil as worries 
over lost supply through the boycott compete with fears 
about lower demand from a slowing global economy.

•	 Hurt Russia’s Finance: The price cap is meant to hurt Rus-
sia’s finances while avoiding a sharp oil price spike if Rus-
sia’s oil is suddenly taken off the global market.

•	 Insurance companies and other firms needed to ship oil 
would only be able to deal with Russian crude if the oil is 
priced at or below the cap. 

Impact on India:
•	 Buyers in India might not go along with the cap
•	 Russia or China or India could try to set up their own in-

surance providers to replace those barred by U.S., U.K. 
and Europe.

Counter-measures by Russia:
Experts say a $60 cap will not have much impact on Russia’s fi-
nances. Russia (the world’s No. 2 in oil production) has already 
rerouted much of its supply to India, China and other Asian coun-
tries at discounted prices after Western countries shunned it even 
before the EU ban.

•	 Russia has said it will not observe a cap and will halt de-
liveries to countries that do.

•	 Fear of Black Marketing: Russia also could sell oil off the 
books by using “dark fleet” tankers with obscure owner-
ship

Conclusion:
Experts view that the $60 cap is way too high. A $30 cap would 
“give Russia the financial crisis”. But “$60 is better than not agree-
ing at all”

Insta Links:

Prelims link:

1. What is a Price cap?
2. Balance of Payments
3. Balance of trade
4. About Petrodollar System

Mains Link:
Q. Policymakers have little control over the dollar and crude oil. 
It is impossible to take a call on how these prices will move. Ex-
plain.

THE UNIFIED PAYMENTS INTER-
FACE (UPI)

Direction: 
The article discusses UPI and the latest NPCI rules, which affect 
both major and small payment apps.

Context: 
The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has extended 
the deadline for platforms using UPI to meet its 30% market share 

cap by two years.

Background: 
The NPCI’s market cap rules limit any single payments app from 
processing more than 30% of UPI transactions in a month.

About Unified Payments Interface (UPI):
● UPI is a technology that consolidates various bank ac-

counts into a single mobile app (of any participating bank) 
-

○ Providing an instant real-time payment system, 
○ Allowing users to transfer money across multiple 

bank accounts without revealing details of one’s 
bank account to the other party.

● It was launched by the NPCI in 2016 in conjunction with 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and the Indian Banks As-
sociation (IBA). 

Features and benefits of UPI:

                                            

Performance of UPI:
● The UPI transaction value for the month of October 

(2022) touched a new high at Rs 12.11 lakh crore, with 
the transaction count touching 7.3 billion.

● According to the RBI’s Payment Vision 2025, UPI is expect-
ed to register an average annualised growth of 50%.

Why this extension? Taking into account the current usage and 
future potential of UPI, other existing and new participants (banks 
and non-banks) have adequate time to upscale their consumer 
outreach for the growth of UPI and achieve overall market equi-
librium.

Impact of this move: 
● The 30% limit will deny UPI payment services to millions 

of Indians, undermining the spectacular development 
narrative of Indian digital payments.

● It recognizes that existing and new UPI firms must commit 
more time, effort, and money to expand their own UPI 
market share.
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Who will benefit and who will suffer?
● Sufferers: PhonePe and Google Pay, which currently 

command a majority (80%) of the UPI market share. 
● Beneficiaries: Paytm (market - 15%), WhatsApp Pay and 

other market players. 

NPCI:
● It is an umbrella organisation incorporated in 2008 as 

a “Not for Profit” Company under the Companies Act 
1956 (now Section 8 of the Companies Act 2013).

● It is an initiative of RBI and IBA under the provisions 
of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007, for 
creating infrastructure for the entire Banking system 
in India for physical as well as electronic payment and 
settlement systems. 

Insta Links: 
UPI

Mains Links:
Q. What is the Unified Payments Interface (UPI)? What are its 
advantages over other cashless transaction methods? Why is UPI 
significant to the Indian economy?

Prelims Links:
Consider the following statements about Unified Payments Inter-
face (UPI):

1. It is an instant real-time payment system jointly devel-
oped by the National Informatics Centre (NIC) and the 
Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC).

2. It caters to the “Peer to Peer” collection request which 
can be scheduled and paid as per requirement and con-
venience.

Which of the given above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)
Refer: After Bhutan adopts India’s Bhim UPI

DIGITAL LENDING: NO CLARITY 
SAY BANK AND FINTECH

Direction: 
The article discusses the current digital lending ecosystem, the 
need to regulate it, RBI guidelines and confusion regarding it.

Context: 
Two months after the RBI issued guidelines on digital lending, 
Banks, non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) and fintech play-
ers are still awaiting clarity on many aspects, including the FLDG 

system.

First Loss Default Guarantee (FLDG): 
It is a lending model between a fintech and a regulated entity in 
which a third party guarantees to compensate up to a certain per-
centage of default in a loan portfolio of the regulated entities (REs 
- banks or NBFCs).

                        

Digital lending: 
● It involves giving and recovering loans through web plat-

forms or mobile apps by digital lenders.
● Lending Service Providers (LSPs) are engaged by the REs 

to carry out some functions of RE in connection with lend-
ers’ functions on digital platforms. 

● According to the RBI, as many as 600 out of 1100 lend-
ing apps currently available are illegal apps and stringent 
norms for digital lenders, including separate legislation 
to prevent illegal digital lending activities, are the need 
of the hour.

The guidelines on digital lending: 
● The RE will have to -

○ Disclose upfront the rate charged to the bor-
rower of a digital loan, 

○ Ensure that borrowers are aware of the products 
and 

○ Capture the economic profile of the borrowers 
before offering the loans.

● On FLDG, RBI advised the RE to follow directions on secu-
ritisation, especially, synthetic securitisation.

○ In synthetic securitisation, a bank buys credit 
protection on a portfolio of loans from an inves-
tor. 

○ This means that if a loan in the portfolio defaults, 
the investor reimburses the bank for losses on 
loans in the portfolio up to a certain amount, 
which is the amount invested.

● The RBI asked regulated entities like banks to ensure that 
LSP and Digital Lending App (DLA) comply with the guide-
lines.

Significance of the guidelines: They aimed at protecting custom-
ers from unethical business practices, such as mis-selling, breach 
of data privacy, unfair business conduct and charging of exorbitant 
interest rates. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/12/09/unified-payments-interface-upi-2/
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Why is there so much confusion?
● Guidelines are very stringent as far as the data storage, 

confidentiality, role and responsibility of digital partners 
are concerned. 

● For example, REs should ensure that LSPs or DLAs en-
gaged by them do not store the personal information of 
borrowers except for some basic minimal data. 

                                    

                       

Insta Links: 
RBI: Digital Lending Rules

CAG DATA ON PENSION BILLS 
FOR CENTRE AND STATES

Context: 
As per the latest data by CAG (titled ‘Union and State Finances at 
A Glance’ for 2019-20), expenditure on the pension has emerged 
as one of the major components of the Committed Expenditure of 

the Centre and states in recent years. 
•	 Committed expenditure on revenue account mainly con-

sisted of interest payments, expenditure on salaries, pen-
sions and subsidies.

•	 If the Committed Expenditure is higher, it means that the 
government has lesser flexibility to determine the pur-
pose for which revenue expenditure is to be incurred.

What does the report say:
•	 Expenditure on the ‘salary and wages’ of the Centre and 

three states – including Gujarat, Karnataka and West Ben-
gal – during 2019-20. 

•	 The Centre’s total Committed Expenditure accounted for 
37 per cent of its total revenue expenditure of Rs 26.15 
lakh crore in 2019-20

o 67 per cent on Interest Payment and Servicing 
of Debt

o 19 per cent on expenditure on Pensions and Sal-
ary

o 14 per cent Wages  
•	 Centre’s pension bill was 132 per cent of its expenditure 

on salary and wages in 2019-20

FRBM Act (2003)

• Aim: To make the Central government responsible for 
ensuring inter-generational equity in fiscal management 
and long-term macroeconomic stability.

• Fiscal Limits: The Act envisages the setting of limits on 
the Central and state government’s debt and deficits.

• The States have since enacted their own respective Finan-
cial Responsibility Legislation, which sets the same 3% of 
Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) cap on their annu-
al budget deficits.

• The NK Singh committee (set up in 2016) recommenda-
tion: The debt to GDP ratio should be 7% for the central 
government, and 20% for the state governments togeth-
er by the FY 2022 – 23. Fiscal deficit: By FY 2022 – 23, 
the fiscal deficit should be 2.5% of GDP.

Conclusion:
The recent political move of going back to the old pension scheme 
by some of the state governments such as Jharkhand, and Him-
achal Pradesh may aggravate the fiscal imbalance of the states. 
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Insta Links
•	 Utilize fiscal room to ramp up capital spending
•	 Five states need to take steps to stabilise debt levels: RBI
•	 Centre-State Relation

Prelims Links
Which of the following is/are included in the capital budget of 
the Government of India? (UPSC 2016)

1. Expenditure on acquisition of assets like roads, build-
ings, machinery, etc,

2. Loans received from foreign governments
3. Loans and advances granted to the States and Union 

Territories

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: D

Q. With reference to the Fourteenth Finance Commission, which 
of the following statements is/are correct? (UPSC CSE 2015)

1. It has increased the share of States in the central di-
visible pool from 32 per cent to 42 per cent.

2. It has made recommendations concerning sec-
tor-specific grants.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: A

Mains Links
Q. Increasing fiscal deficit of states is a cause of worry and there 
is a considerable need to focus on state government finances. An-
alyze. (250 words)

Employment

NEW LABOUR CODES GIVE A 
FREE HAND TO EMPLOYERS: 

UNIONS

Direction: 
The article covers issues faced by Indian labour policies, including 
4 new labour codes and suggests measures and best practices to 
overcome the challenges. Kindly read yesterday’s article on Linger-
ing crisis of Labour. 

Context: 
At the 17th Asia-Pacific Regional Meeting (APRM) of the ILO in Sin-
gapore, international workers’ groups criticised the Indian govern-
ment’s labour policies, including 4 new labour codes.

About the 4 Labour Codes:
● The Indian Parliament enacted 4 labour codes - the In-

dustrial Relations Code, 2020; the Code on Social Secu-
rity, 2020; the Code on Occupational Safety, Health, and 
Working Conditions, 2020; and the Code on Wages, 2020.

● These codes aim to consolidate and simplify the coun-
try’s current and overlapping labour laws by combining 
29 pre-existing labour laws into 4.

● Labour is a concurrent subject, hence, states must devel-
op their own rules and only then can the codes be fully 
implemented.

● There are suggestions of a phased implementation as the 
Ministry of Labour and Employment lays the groundwork 
for the 4 new labour laws.

Criticism of labour codes:
•	 Violate the tripartite agreements: Between workers, 

employers and the government and give a free hand to 
employers. 

•	 The provisions given in the Industrial Relations Code 
Bill will dilute the labour rights of workers in small 
establishments having less than 300 workers.

•	 Mandatory compliance of registration of all workers on 
the Shram Suvidha Portal may lead to exclusion of many 
beneficiaries.

•	 The Code does not emphasize social security as a right, 
nor does it make reference to its provision as stipulated 
by the Constitution.
Other issues: 

● 90% of India’s workforce belongs to the unorganised sec-
tor and there are persistent challenges of low-paid jobs 
and poor working conditions.

● Declining productivity growth has a negative impact on 
workers, and on the sustainability of enterprises - espe-
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cially MSMEs.

Measures of the Indian government to extend univer-
sal social security: 

● E-Shram portal: Helps in identifying workers in the unor-
ganised sector and prioritising their needs.

● Extending health coverage through ESIC.
● Care for migrants e.g., Government scheme of One Na-

tion One Ration card
Opportunities: India has the largest youth population in 
the world and the country is observing a technological 
and entrepreneurial boom with start-ups mushrooming 
across the country.

Way ahead:
● Need for a new social contract, which is based on the 

availability of decent jobs for all, fair wages, social pro-
tection, etc.

● Enhancing productivity will be critical to economic 
growth. For this, it is critical to harness digital, entrepre-
neurial skills.

● Recognizing Invisible Labour: A national policy for do-
mestic workers needs to be brought in at the earliest to 
recognize their rights and promote better working condi-
tions.

Best practice - Singapore’s Progressive Wage Model. This approach 
provides for raising wages in tandem with productivity growth 
achieved through upskilling workers and transforming businesses. 

Insta Links: 
Labour Codes

Prelims Links:
Which of the following laws is/are subsumed by the Code on So-
cial Security, 2020:

1. Employees Provident Fund Act, 1952
2. Maternity Benefit Act, 1961.
3. Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act, 1946.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) All of the above

Ans: (a)

THE LINGERING CRISIS OF LA-
BOUR POST-PANDEMIC

Direction: 
The article highlights crises in global and Indian employment sce-
narios, their impact and remedies. 

Context: 
The International Labour Organisation (ILO) recently published two 

that provided insight into the global employment scenario, includ-
ing wages, following the pandemic.

What does the report say?
•	 The Global Wage Report 2022-2023: The impact of twin 

crises - inflation and COVID-19 created a “striking decline” 
in real monthly wages and economic slowdown around 
the globe. 

•	 The Asia-Pacific Employment and Social Outlook 2022: 
The Asia-Pacific region lost about 22 million jobs in 2022. 

Scenario in India:
● According to the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation, the nominal wages rose to ₹17,017 per 
month in 2021 from ₹4,398 in 2006. 

● But when inflation is taken into account, real wage 
growth falls to -0.2% in 2021, down from 9.3% in 2006. 
(In contrast, real wage growth in China was around 2% 
(2019-2022).  

Impact of job loss and decrease in wages:
● Millions of workers will be in a dire situation: The in-

creasing cost of living has the greatest impact on lower-in-
come earners.

● Income inequality will rise.
● Poverty will rise: 75 to 95 million people were pushed 

into extreme poverty during COVID-19.

Remedies suggested by the ILO:
● Policy responses to the cost-of-living crisis: For example, 

in the bargaining process for future nominal wage adjust-
ments, prudent price estimates should be included.

● Strengthen labour market institutions and wage policies. 
● Governments should focus on the gender pay gap.
● There is an urgent need to address the negative effects 

of - 
○ Climate change; 
○ Increasing inequalities; 
○ Poverty, discrimination, violence and exclusion; 
○ The lack of vaccines, inadequate access to sani-

tation and essential healthcare for all;
○ Growing digital divide

Way ahead:
● A multilateral approach is key to solving the labour crises
● The creation of decent formal wage employment

Conclusion: 
The above issues need to be addressed for a more equitable dis-
tribution of wages and income - a key contributor to equitable and 
sustainable wage growth. 
How is the word “Wage” defined?
● It is the total gross remuneration (including bonuses) earned 

by employees during a given period for time worked/not 
worked (such as paid leaves).

● A nominal wage (not inflation-adjusted) is the amount paid by 
an employer in exchange for labour. A real wage, on the other 
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hand, has been adjusted for inflation. 
● If the nominal wage grows at a slower rate than the rate of 

inflation, purchasing power will decline.

Insta Links: 
India’s big problem of low-quality employment

Mains Links
Q. The covid-19 pandemic has adversely affected the economy 
leading to an increase in unemployment rates across the country. 
Discuss the steps that are needed to overcome this issue as the 
economy recovers. (250 words)

Prelims Links:
Q. Identify the institution based on the information given below:

1. Established as an agency for the League of Nations follow-
ing World War I.

2. Established by the Treaty of Versailles in 1919.
3. It became the first specialised agency of the United Na-

tions (UN) in the year 1946.

Choose the correct answer using the codes given below:
a) ILO
b) World Bank
c) WHO
d) IMF

Ans: a)

THE GREAT JOBS HUNT: TOO FEW 
INDIANS ARE EMPLOYED AND 

EVEN FEWER ARE EMPLOYED IN 
QUALITY JOBS

Context: 
Among other things, the quality of economic growth is best mea-
sured by how well it translates into good quality jobs - a metric on 
which India falls short.

Status of employment in India:
● As per the NSO’s Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) and 

CMIE’s Consumer Pyramids Household Survey, India’s un-
employment rate was 8% as of November 2022. 

● This means, around 3.5 - 3.9 crore Indians of working age 
population, who are willing and able to search for jobs, 
aren’t able to get one.

● The labour force participation rate (LFPR) - the fraction 
employed or looking for a job, is currently around 46% (in 
2021, in Brazil - 58%, Indonesia - 68%, all OECD - 60%). So, 
for every 100 Indians of working age, 54 do not partici-
pate in the labour force.

Issues related to employment in India:
● Lack of reliable jobs data: As such data helps the govern-

ment to make more informed policy decisions. 
● Problems in the available data: For example, 

○ The unemployment rate excludes a 24-year-old 
preparing for public sector jobs or a 35-year-old 
who has given up looking.

○ Silent on the quality and productivity of jobs. 
For instance, excludes data on disguised unem-
ployment - 5 people tilling a small field, when 
only 2 would be sufficient.

● Missing women - gender discrepancy is enormous: At 
19%, the female LFPR in India is even lower than Saudi 
Arabia. In 2019, only 30% of Indian females (81% - males) 
with tertiary education participated in the labour force 
(ILO).

○ It signifies both rising family incomes (females 
are not required to undertake jobs) and shortage 
of safe and secure, attractive jobs for women. 

○ This led to productivity losses, loss of new ideas 
and innovations.

● Increasing youth unemployment: It was 22% in 2019, 
28% in 2021 as compared to 18% in 2010. 

● Quality and number of non-agricultural jobs decreased: 
○ The PLFS indicates 46.5% of the labour force 

works in the agriculture sector today as com-
pared to 42.5% in 2019. 

○ This increase is not just a pandemic effect, as be-
tween 2018-2020, agricultural employment in-
creased by 3.4 crore while industry and services 
only by 93 lakhs. 

○ Regular salaried employees too have dropped 
from 24% in 2018-19 to 21% in 2020-21.

Recent initiatives to boost employment rate in India:
● Production Linked Incentives (PLI) scheme: 8 lakh jobs 

will be created over the next 5 years by directing subsidies 
into capital-intensive industries.

● Indian military’s Agnipath Scheme

Some employment Generation Schemes of Govern-
ment of India

Sr. 
No.

Name of the 
Scheme/ Pro-

gramme

Ministry Remarks

1 Atmanirbhar 
Bharat Rojgar 
Yojana (ABRY)

Ministry of La-
bour and Em-
ployment

It was launched with 
effect in 2020 as 
part of Atmanirbhar 
Bharat package 3.0 
to incentivise em-
ployers for creation 
of new employment 
along with social se-
curity benefits and 
restoration of loss of 
employment during 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
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2 Pradhan Man-
tri Rojgar Prot-
sahan Yojana 
(PMRPY)

“ It was launched in 
2016 to incentivise 
employers for cre-
ation of new employ-
ment. 

3 National Ca-
reer Service 
(NCS) Project

“ Project for transfor-
mation of the Na-
tional Employment 
Service to provide 
a variety of career 
related services like 
job matching, career 
counselling, vocation-
al guidance, informa-
tion on skill develop-
ment courses, etc. 

Programmes that have the potential to generate pro-
ductive employment 

1 Digital In-
dia

MeitY Digital India seeks to trans-
form India into a digitally em-
powered society and knowl-
edge economy. 

2 S t a n d 
up India 
Scheme

Ministry of 
Finance

Stand-Up India Scheme for 
financing SC/ST and/or Wom-
en Entrepreneurs. The ob-
jective of the Stand-Up India 
scheme is to facilitate bank 
loans for setting up a green-
field enterprise. 

3 Startup In-
dia

DPIIT, Min-
istry of 
Commerce 
& Industry

Startup India intends to ca-
talyse startup culture and 
build a strong and inclusive 
ecosystem for innovation and 
entrepreneurship in India. 

Challenges ahead: 
● 50 million job seekers will join the labour market over 

the next 5 years period and crores are already looking for 
jobs.

● The unexpected outburst of youth in response to the Ag-
nipath Scheme adds to the evidence that India is failing 
to create jobs.

Way ahead: 
Government, private sector and civil society must come together 
to find a sustainable way to create more and better jobs. 

Insta Links: 
Unemployment in India

Mains Links:
Q. Examine the causes behind unemployment in India. What 
measures are needed to ensure adequate job creation in order to 
reduce the rate of unemployment? (250 words)

ILO DECLARATION URGES COUN-
TRIES TO ENSURE LABOUR PRO-

TECTION

Direction: 
Look out for the previous articles on labour published recently- 
New labour codes give a free hand to employers: Unions and The 
lingering crisis of labour post-pandemic

Context: 
The 17th Asia-Pacific Regional Meeting (APRM) of the ILO set 
10-point priorities of national action for the members to deal with 
the issue of dwindling wages, inflation and unemployment.

Background: 
The tripartite (governments, employers and workers) declaration - 
the “Singapore Declaration”, adopted by the delegates agreed to 
address labour market challenges and find solutions to crises like 
the pandemic, natural disasters and economic uncertainty.

Highlights of the Singapore Declaration:
● The governments must strengthen governance frame-

works and ensure -
○ Labour protection through the promotion of 

freedom of association and the effective recog-
nition of the right to collective bargaining.

○ Rights of migrant workers, including improved 
accommodation, protection of wages and exten-
sion of social protection, etc. 

● It called for closing gender gaps through measures that - 
○ Increase women’s labour force participation, 
○ Promote equal pay for equal work and respon-

sibilities, and 
○ Promote women’s leadership. 

● Governments and social partners should urgently take 
effective measures to address allegations of serious vio-
lations of these rights.

Measures suggested in the declaration: Governments 
must -

● Develop inclusive labour market programmes and poli-
cies.

● Implement collective and determined efforts to acceler-
ate a smooth transition from the informal to formal econ-
omy.

● Facilitate the transition to peace, security and decent 
work in situations of crisis. 

● Recognise the impact of climate change and develop na-
tional plans that help build environmentally sustainable 
economies and societies.

● Frame policies to regulate labour migration to coordinate 
labour mobility and social protection and harness oppor-
tunities arising from labour migration.
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Way ahead in the declaration:
● Strengthening the foundation for social and employment 

protection, especially for workers in the informal econo-
my.

● The capacities and skills of the employer, worker repre-
sentatives and governments must be strengthened.

● Recognising that strong and representative organisations 
of workers and employers are key to achieving social jus-
tice and decent work.

Conclusion0: 
Social dialogue is key to building trust and resilient labour market 
institutions are essential to sustained recovery and inclusive and 
sustainable growth.  

International Labour Organization (ILO) is the only tripartite U.N. 
agency, since 1919. It brings together governments, employers 
and workers of 187 member States, to set labour standards, de-
velop policies and devise programmes promoting decent work for 
all women and men

Insta Links: 
New labour codes give a free hand to employers: Unions

Mains Links:
Q. What are the issues with current labour laws in the country? 
Examine the need for carrying out labour reforms to progress the 
performance of India’s manufacturing sector. (250 words)

Economics of animal-rearing.

SOCIO-ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF 
THE FISHERIES SECTOR

Direction: 
The article highlights the relevance of fish production for the econ-
omy and filling nutritional gaps. It also gives an overview of India’s 
fisheries sector.

Context:

According to a new study, small fish captured in lakes and the 
oceans of low and middle-income countries (LMIC) of Africa, Asia 
and the Pacific can help fill nutritional gaps.

Background:
● Over a billion people across the world depend heavily on 

fish and other aquatic foods for nutrition. 
● The majority of these people reside in the LMIC of Africa, 

Asia and the Pacific, often near rivers, lakes or the ocean.

Highlights of the study - Small Pelagic Fish Supply 
Abundant and Affordable Micronutrients to LMIC:

● Pelagic fish (herring, sardines and anchovies), which live 
in the upper layers of open water, are the -

○ Least expensive, 
○ Most nutrient-dense (in selenium, omega-3 fatty 

acids, zinc, iron and calcium) and 
○ Readily available fish.

● Cold-water species that are found close to the ocean 
floor, such as cod and flounder, are the most expensive.

Significance:
● These superfoods provide the micronutrients needed for 

human health and cognitive growth.
● Small fish could provide environmental, social and eco-

nomic benefits and help fill nutrient gaps in LMIC.
● The findings will help inform public health and fisheries 

strategies in areas with inadequate information on fish 
nutrition.

Challenges to the availability of these small fish: 
Overfishing, trade and the growing international demand for fish 
oil.

Way ahead: 
Creating equitable and sustainable regulations for managing small-
scale fisheries.
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Fishery sector in India:
Overview:

● Fisheries is a fast-growing ‘Sunrise Sector’ in India, 
which provides nutrition and food security to a large 
population and employment to over 28 million people.

● It occupies an important place in socio-economic 
development and has witnessed an average annual 
growth of 11% since 2014-15.

● The sector has reached record fish production of 142 
lakh tons in FY 2019-20, making India the second larg-
est fish-producing (7.56% of global production) coun-
try, contributing over 7.28% to the agricultural GVA. 

● The sector has immense potential for growth and it 
has been instrumental in sustaining the livelihoods, es-
pecially of vulnerable communities.

Schemes and programs:
● Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY)
● Implementation of the Fisheries and Aquaculture Infra-

structure Development Fund (FIDF) 
● Kisan Credit Card (KCC)
● Budget (2021-22) announcements -

○ Seaweed Park in Tamil Nadu
○ Development of 5 Major Fishing harbours as 

the hub of economic activities - Kochi, Chen-
nai, Visakhapatnam, Paradip, and Petuaghat

Recognising the sector’s enormous potential, the Indian gov-
ernment established a dedicated Ministry of Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry and Dairy in 2019.

               

Insta Links: 
Fishing Industry in India

Mains Links:
Q. Examine the potential of and problems faced by India’s fisher-
ies sector and measures taken to address these problems. (250 
Words)

Infrastructure: Energy

BILL TO AMEND ENERGY CONSER-
VATION ACT INTRODUCED IN RS

Context:
 The Union Minister of Power introduced the Energy Conservation 
(Amendment) Bill 2022 in Rajya Sabha. 

Background:
● The bill seeks to amend the Electricity Conservation Act 

2001 to include changes such as incentivising the use of 
clean energy through the issuance of carbon saving cer-
tificates.

● The Electricity Conservation Act 2001 - 
○ Specify norms and standards of energy effi-

ciency for appliances, industrial equipment and 
buildings.

○ Prohibit the manufacture/ sale/ purchase of 
equipment unless it conforms to specified 
norms.

○ Established the Bureau of Energy Efficiency 
(BEE). 

○ Empowers the Centre to issue energy savings 
certificates providing for a framework for en-
ergy trading - given to industries that consume 
less and can be sold to industries that consume 
more.

○ Violators attract a penalty of Rs 10 lakh and con-
sumers will be penalised as per their excess con-
sumption. 

○ Appeals will be heard by the appellate tribunal 
established under the Electricity Act, 2003.

Need to amend the above Act:
● To consolidate on the current Act’s success. According to 

BEE, measures for efficient energy use saved approx. 28 
million tonnes of oil equivalent energy in 2019-20.

● To facilitate the achievement of COP-26 goals to ensure 
faster decarbonisation of the Indian economy. 

Key features of the Energy Conservation (Amendment) 
Bill 2022:

● Carbon credit trading scheme:  Carbon credit implies a 
tradable permit to produce a specified amount of CO2 or 
other GHG emissions.  

○ The central government/ authorised agency may 
issue tradable carbon credit certificates to enti-
ties compliant with the scheme.  

● Obligation to use non-fossil sources of energy: Designat-
ed consumers (such as industries) may be asked to meet 
a minimum share of energy consumption from non-fossil 
sources.  

● New Energy Conservation and Sustainable Building 
Code: Unlike the old code, this will also apply to the of-
fice and residential buildings with consumption above a 
threshold.

● Standards for vehicles and vessels: The Bill expands the 
scope to include vehicles and vessels (ships, boats).  

● Strengthening BEE: By changing the composition of its 
governing council including representatives of industries 
and consumers. 

● Promoting green hydrogen: As an alternative to the fossil 
fuels used by industries.

● Penal provisions: Failure to comply with standards will be 
punishable with a penalty of up to Rs 10 lakh.

Main objectives of the Bill: 
● Its goal is to reduce GHG emissions and combat climate 

change.
● To expand India’s carbon market and promote the use of 

clean technology.
● To achieve its Nationally Determined Contributions 
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(NDCs), as outlined in the Paris Climate Agreement, by 
2030.

Key issues that need to be addressed:
● Appropriate Ministry to regulate the carbon credit trad-

ing scheme: The Ministry of Power/ the Ministry of Envi-
ronment?

● There is no clarity on whether renewable energy, ener-
gy savings and carbon credit trading schemes involve the 
same or different activities.

● Meeting non-fossil energy use obligations may adversely 
impact the competitiveness of the industry.  

Insta Links: 
An Insight - The Energy Conservation (Amendment) Bill, 2022

Mains Links:
Q. Evaluate the role that the Energy Conservation (Amendment) 
Bill, 2022 can play in ensuring greater use of renewable energy 
and enforcing penalties on industrial polluters for carbon emis-
sions. (250 words)

INDIA TO ALMOST DOUBLE ITS 
RENEWABLE POWER CAPACITY IN 

THE NEXT 5 YEARS

Context: 
According to International Energy Agency (IEA), renewable energy 
will comprise 90 per cent of global electricity capacity expansion 
in the next five years and much of it will be in India.

Reasons for such a spike:
The first truly global energy crisis, triggered by Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, has sparked unprecedented momentum for renewables. 
The favourable policies and market reforms the world over.

Key highlights of the report:
•	 China, the United States and India all to double their 

renewable capacity expansion in the next five years, ac-
counting for two-thirds of global growth.

•	 The global solar photovoltaic (PV) supply chain is diversi-
fying, but China will continue to dominate manufactur-
ing.

•	 Waste and residues are a key growth area for biofuels 
but require action to prevent a supply crunch

•	 Renewables become the largest source of global electric-
ity generation by early 2025, surpassing coal. 

•	 Solar PV’s installed power capacity is poised to surpass 
that of coal by 2027, becoming the largest in the world.

•	 Global wind capacity has almost doubled, with offshore 
projects accounting for one-fifth of the growth.

Initiatives taken by India to transition to renewables:
•	 The creation of a separate Ministry of New and Renew-

able Energy. 
•	 At CoP26, India committed 50% of its total power gener-

ation from Renewable Energy.
•	 The Production Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI) scheme is 

to enhance the manufacturing sector for the production of 
raw materials for renewable energy.

•	 India’s decision to achieve ‘net zero’ by 2070 has made 
reasonable progress by reaching nearly 110 GW of RE by 
the end of March 2022.

Challenges associated with Renewable Energy
•	 Shortage of Skilled Personnel
•	 High Installation Cost.

Insta Links:
Renewable Energy

Mains Link:
Q. Examine the various obstacles to an energy-secure India. How 
can the government ensure energy security while honouring its 
net zero commitments? 10M

Environmental Conservation

WHY HAVE COUNTRIES FAILED 
TO MEET THEIR BIODIVERSITY 

GOALS?

Context: 
Parties to the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD) are meeting in Montreal, Canada for a new global agree-
ment on halting environmental loss.

Many of the 24 conservation targets under discussion at the 15th 
Conference of the Parties (COP15) aim to avoid past mistakes and 
improve on the world’s last set of conservation goals — the Aichi 
Biodiversity Targets that expired in 2020.

What were the Aichi Targets?
The Aichi Targets, adopted during the 2010 CBD summit in Na-
goya, included goals such as reducing deforestation by at least 
half during the coming decade and curbing pollution so that it no 
longer harmed ecosystems.

To what extent were the Aichi Targets met?
Aichi was deemed a failure by the United Nations and the CBD 
secretariat called on parties to come up with another guiding doc-
ument to direct conservation efforts through 2030 and beyond.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/16/sansad-tv-bills-an-insight-the-energy-conservation-amendment-bill-2022/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/06/17/india-ranks-third-in-renewable-energy-installations-in-2021/
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Why did the Aichi Targets fail?
•	 Policy lacuna:

o Siloed approach of conservation: Integrating 
protected areas across landscapes and seascapes 
and in development sectors has been lacking.

o 15% of parties to the Aichi targets have still not 
created a national biodiversity strategy and ac-
tion plan.

•	 Implementation lacuna:
o Lack of financing for conservation
o Poor data collection
o Lack of standard uniform accounting tool for 

biodiversity services estimation: UN’s SEEA (Sys-
tem of environmental-economic accounting) has 
not been uniformly adopted by countries.

o Low awareness regarding government pro-
grams: especially among tribal communities due 
to issues such as language and accessibility bar-
riers.

o Poor capacity building esp. at the local level: 
In India, Biodiversity Management Committees 
(BMCs) (under Biological Diversity Act, 2002) are 
often ill-equipped to make informed decisions 
regarding biodiversity-related issues.

•	 Other reasons:
o Land degradation: Only 25% of land on earth is 

currently, free of the impacts of human activi-
ties and even this is projected to decline to less 
than 10% by 2050.

o Inability to control Plastic pollution
o Inability to form a common consensus on re-

ducing climate change
o Resource overuse and deforestation: It is esti-

mated that around 50% of the world’s mature 
forests have been cleared by humans.

o Over-population

India’s progress:
India amended its National Biodiversity Action Plan (NBAP) to cov-
er all 20 Aichi targets into 12 National Biodiversity Targets (NBTs). 
As per India’s 6th National Report, India is on track to achieve 9 out 
of its 12 NBTs.

Insta Link: 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

Mains Link:
Q. How does biodiversity vary in India? How is the Biological Di-
versity Act, 2002 helpful in the conservation of flora and fauna? 
(UPSC – 2018)

Prelims Link: 
Q. Consider the following international agreements (UPSC - 2014)

1. The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture

2. The United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
3. The World Heritage Convention

Which of the above has/have a bearing on biodiversity?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3
Solution: D - 1, 2 and 3. 

UN GROUNDWATER SUMMIT 
2022 

Direction: 
The article highlights the groundwater situation across the world 
and in India and efforts to conserve groundwater.

Context: 
The importance of groundwater protection and techniques for its 
sustainable use will be highlighted during the United Nations-Wa-
ter Summit on Groundwater 2022 in Paris, France.

Groundwater: 
● Water seeps through rocks and soil and is stored beneath 

the ground. Aquifers are the rocks in which groundwater 
is stored.

● This untapped resource accounts for only 0.62% of the to-
tal water and 30% of freshwater accessible on the planet.

● It is a vital resource that provides almost half of drinking 
water, 40% of water for irrigation and a third of water re-
quired for the industry worldwide.

● The role of groundwater in human development be-
comes bigger in the face of water scarcity affecting about 
2.7 billion people around the world. 

Background: 
● Groundwater management is imperative to meet the 

UN-mandated SDG 6 of providing clean water and sani-
tation for all.  

● The UN World Water Development Report (UN WWDR 
2022) titled ‘Groundwater: Making the invisible visible’ 
describes the challenges and opportunities associated 
with the development, management and governance of 
groundwater across the world.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/01/convention-on-biological-diversity-cbd/
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About the United Nations-Water Summit on Ground-
water 2022: 

● Organised by: UN-Water, UNESCO and the International 
Groundwater Resources Assessment Centre. 

● Objective: 
○ To raise awareness on groundwater conserva-

tion and to highlight the opportunities and chal-
lenges of groundwater management.

○ To mark the completion of the “Groundwater: 
Making the invisible visible” campaign run by 
UN-Water throughout 2022. 

● Main themes of the discussions: The 5 pillars of the SDG 
6 Global Acceleration Framework - data and information, 
capacity development, innovation, finance and gover-
nance.

About the “Groundwater: Making the invisible visible” 
campaign: It highlighted the role of groundwater in al-
leviating poverty, food and water insecurity and other 
socio-economic development hurdles. 

Groundwater situation in India:
● Groundwater is India’s most used water resource, ac-

counting for a quarter of total global groundwater ex-
traction.

● According to the 2021 CAG report, groundwater ex-
traction in India has exceeded the recharge rate, threat-
ening 80% of potable water over the next two decades.

Legal/constitutional framework in India:
● The archaic Indian Easement Act, 1882: Does not estab-

lish groundwater ownership and rights clearly.
● The fundamental right to water is recognised under Arti-

cle 21 (right to life) of the Indian constitution.
● Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA) is empowered 

by the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, to frame 
groundwater policies and programs. 

● Supreme Court: ‘Public trust doctrine’ - Making ground-
water a matter of private ownership would be unfair.
Challenges ahead: Climate change impacts pose a sig-
nificant danger to equitable, healthy, and pollution-free 
groundwater access.

Steps taken by the Indian government: 
•	 Atal Bhujal Yojana is a groundwater management scheme 

launched in 2019.
•	 Jal Shakti Abhiyan (JSA) (2019): It was launched in 256 

water-stressed districts in the country to improve water 
availability including groundwater conditions in these 
areas.

•	 Aquifer Mapping and Management Programme

                                                       

                                 

Insta Links: 
Making groundwater visible

Mains Links:
Q. Discuss the Status of Groundwater Depletion in the country 
and account for the associated problems and suggest measures 
on the lines of groundwater extraction norms that have been no-
tified recently. (250 words)

INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEET-
ING TO END PLASTIC POLLUTION 

CONCLUDES

Direction: 
The article highlights some of the effective ways to limit plastic pol-
lution and India’s efforts in this direction.

Context: 
The first session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee 
(INC-1) concluded in Uruguay. 

Background: 
● The INC-1 was convened and managed by the United Na-

tions Environment Programme (UNEP).
● The INC-1 came after a landmark resolution was endorsed 

at the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA), 
calling for the international legally binding instrument 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/04/06/insights-into-editorial-making-groundwater-visible/
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to promote sustainable production and consumption of 
plastics.

● According to the OECD, global plastic production was 460 
million tonnes (Mt) in 2019 (234 Mt in 2000) and during 
the same period, plastic waste doubled to 353 Mt from 
156 Mt. 

Extracts from the outcome document titled “Summary 
of plastic pollution science”:

● Recognised the links between plastic, human health and 
environmental health.

● Endorsed the Centre for Science and Environment (CSE)’s 
position that plastic pollution is rooted in the material’s 
life cycle - an offshoot of the linear take-make-dispose 
economy.

● Current trends need to be replaced by a circular econo-
my (CE) - a model of production and consumption, which 
involves reusing, repairing, refurbishing and recycling ex-
isting materials and products for as long as possible. 

4 strategic goals that can guide the transition to a cir-
cular economy:

● Reduce the size of the problem by eliminating and substi-
tuting plastic items.

● Ensure that plastic products are designed to be circular.
● Close the loop of plastics in the economy.
● Manage plastics that cannot be reused or recycled in an 

environmentally responsible manner.

Plastic Waste in India:
● The majority of plastic used in India today is for packaging 

and its production (the majority of which is single-use) is 
increasing each year. 

● According to the Union Minister of Environment, over 34 
lakh tonnes of plastic waste were generated in India in 
2019-20, which has doubled in the last 5 years.

● As a result, the government has notified the Plastic Waste 
Management Rules, 2016, which for the first time provid-
ed for Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR).

○ Under this, producers, importers and brand 
owners have been made responsible for collect-
ing waste generated by their products.

● What more needs to be done to tackle plastic pollution 
in the country?

○ Strengthening India’s plastic waste production, 
consumption and recycling inventory; 

○ Making brands disclose the number of plastics 
produced, collected, recycled and burnt each 
year; 

○ Integrating the informal sector into the formal 
value chain for plastic management; 

○ Designing product packaging with the ‘end-of-
life’ stage in mind.

                       

Insta Links:
 Beating plastic pollution
Effects of plastics on the environment

Mains Links:
Q. We need to slow the flow of plastic at its source, but we also 
need to improve the way we manage our plastic waste. Examine.

ACCESS AND BENEFIT-SHARING 
(ABS) MECHANISMS

Context: 
Access and benefit sharing, one of the three objectives of the Unit-
ed Nations Convention for Biological Diversity (CBD), is set to be 
discussed at its upcoming 15th Conference of the Parties (COP15).

What is ABS?
•	 Access and benefit sharing refers to the way in which 

genetic resources may be accessed, and how users and 
providers reach an agreement on the fair and equitable 
sharing of the benefits that might result from their use. 

•	 Article 15 of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 
sets out rules, which govern access and benefit sharing. 
Under these rules, the governments of countries have 
two key responsibilities: 

1. To put in place systems that facilitate access 
to genetic resources for environmentally sound 
purposes 
2. To ensure that the benefits resulting from their 
use are shared fairly and equitably between us-
ers and providers

Why are access and benefit sharing important?
•	 Access to genetic resources can lead to benefits for both 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/08/18/mission-2022insights-into-editorial-beating-plastic-pollution-on-plastic-waste-management-amendment-rules/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/05/22/effects-of-plastics-on-environment/
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users and providers. 
•	 Access and benefit sharing ensures that the way in which 

genetic resources are accessed and used
o maximizes the benefits for users, providers, and 

the ecology 
o help communities where they are found.

•	 To deliver a range of benefits; from basic scientific re-
search, such as taxonomy, to developing commercial 
products which contribute to human wellbeing.

Key agreements
•	 Prior informed consent (PIC): Permission given from the 

CNAs (Competent National Authority) of a provider coun-
try to a user prior to accessing genetic resources, in line 
with an appropriate legal and institutional framework. 

•	 Mutually agreed terms (MAT): An agreement reached 
between the providers of genetic resources and users on 
the conditions of access and use of the resources, and the 
benefits to be shared between both parties.

About CBD: 
The CBD is a multilateral treaty aimed at conserving biodiversity, 
its sustainable use and ensuring “fair and equitable sharing” of 
the benefits obtained through bioresources.

India’s participation:
•	 India became a signatory to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) in 1994. 
•	 In 2002, India became one of the first countries to en-

act a law, the Biological Diversity Act, to implement the 
treaty within its borders. This Act is decentralized for im-
plementation. 

Recent Issues:
Only 25 countries have provided 4,344 internationally recognized 
certificates of compliance (IRCC) to access resources in accor-
dance with CBD guidelines as of November 15, 2022.

Insta Link: 
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

Mains Link:
Q. Critically evaluate the implementation of the Biological Diver-
sity Act, 2002 which is meant to fulfil the objectives of the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity. 15M

Prelims Link:
•	 Convention on Biological Diversity
•	 Access and Benefit Sharing
•	 Nagoya Protocol
•	 Biological Diversity Act,2022

WILDLIFE (PROTECTION) AMEND-
MENT BILL 2022

Context: 
Rajya Sabha passed the Wildlife (Protection) Amendment Bill, 
2022 which seeks to conserve and protect wildlife through better 
management of protected areas and rationalise schedules which 
list out species under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

                                        

Features of the bill:
•	 Implement the provisions of the CITES

o CITES is an international agreement between 
governments to ensure that international trade 
in specimens of wild animals and plants does 
not threaten the survival of the species.

•	 Provides much more power at the hands of the Central 
Government:  

o The central government can designate a Man-
agement Authority, which grants export or im-
port permits for the trade of specimens.

o Central Government can regulate or prohibit 
the import, trade, possession or proliferation 
of invasive alien species (plant or animal spe-
cies which are not native to India and whose in-
troduction may adversely impact wildlife or its 
habitat)

o The central government may also notify a con-
servation reserve (typically act as buffer zones 
to or connectors and migration corridors be-
tween established national parks, and wildlife 
sanctuaries)

•	 Reduces the number of schedules from Six (currently) 
to Four now: Currently, there are six schedules: protect-
ed plants (one), specially protected animals (four), and 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/01/convention-on-biological-diversity-cbd/
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vermin species (one). The new bill removes the schedule 
for vermin species (Vermin refers to small animals that 
carry diseases and destroy food e.g., Monkeys, Nilgai)

Reduces the number of schedules to Four
Schedule I Animal species that will enjoy the highest level of 

protection
Schedule 
II 

Animal species that will be subject to a lesser de-
gree of protection

Schedule 
III 

Protected Plant species

Schedule 
IV

Specimens listed in the Appendices under CITES 
(scheduled specimens)

•	 Control of Sanctuaries to Chief Wildlife warden: The 
Chief Wildlife Warden is appointed by the state govern-
ment.

•	 Registration certificate for live specimens of scheduled 
animals: People possessing live specimens of scheduled 
animals must obtain a registration certificate from the 
Management Authority. 

•	 Voluntary surrender of captive animals: The bill provides 
for any person to voluntarily surrender any captive ani-
mals, without any compensation and consequent author-
ity over the animal) 

•	 Exception for ‘live elephant’: The Bill allows for Commer-
cial Trade In Live Elephants. The Bill, therefore, allows for 
commercial trade in elephants.

o This is contrary to the previous act (Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972) which specifically pro-
hibits trade in Wild Animals including captive 
and wild elephants.

•	 For sanctuaries falling under Scheduled Areas (where 
FRA 2006 is applicable and comes under the 5th Sched-
ule), the management plan must be prepared after due 
consultation with the Gram Sabha concerned

•	 States can declare areas adjacent to National parks and 
Sanctuaries as Conservation Reserve, for protecting flora 
and fauna, and their habitat.

•	 Increases the Penalties: For General violation (increases 
to Rs 1,00,000 from Rs25,000) and for specially protected 
animals (increases to 25,000 from Rs 10,000)

Issues with the Bill: 
•	 The exemption given to ‘live elephant’ for commercial 

trade: Parliamentary Standing Committee objected to the 
blanket exemption, recommending to limit it only to tem-
ple elephants kept for religious purposes

•	 Centre’s hold over ‘vermin’ declaration continues: Last 
year, Kerala’s requests for declaring wild boars as vermin 
have been turned down repeatedly by the Environment 
ministry.

•	 The bill severely curtailed the ability to graze across pas-
toral spaces esp. in the conservation areas

•	 Impact on tribal communities: The Van Gujjars are a 
semi-nomadic pastoral community (Uttarakhand, Uttar 
Pradesh and Himachal Pradesh) that may be impacted.

Conclusion 
The recent amendment has taken a progressive step to foster the 
participation of forest dwellers within national parks while deter-
mining the management plan. However, there is an imminent need 
to expand the definition of invasive alien species to include inva-
sive native species. Also, the amended bill should not disrupt the 
role of the State Board for Wildlife.

Additional Information
Constitution of Various Bodies:
The WPA act provides for the constitution of bodies to be estab-
lished under this act such as the National and State Board for 
Wildlife, Central Zoo Authority and National Tiger Conservation 
Authority.
 
Constitutional Provisions for Wildlife:
•	 The 42nd Amendment Act, 1976, Forests and Protection 

of Wild Animals and Birds was transferred from State to 
Concurrent List.

•	 Article 51 A (g) of the Constitution states that it shall 
be the fundamental duty of every citizen to protect and 
improve the natural environment including forests and 
Wildlife.

Insta Curious:
Did you know that, Given the highest legal protection in 1977, the 
elephant is the only animal in WLPA’s Schedule-I that can still be 
owned legally — by means of inheritance or gift.

Mains Links
Q. Critically analyse the features of the Wildlife (Protection) 
Amendment Bill 2022. (15M)

Prelims Links
Q. If a particular plant species is placed under Schedule VI of the 
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, what is the implication? (2020)
(a) A licence is required to cultivate that plant. 
(b) Such a plant cannot be cultivated under any circumstances. 
(c) It is a Genetically Modified crop plant. 
(d) Such a plant is invasive and harmful to the ecosystem.
Ans: (a)

Security challenges and their management

INDIA TO BECOME A HUB OF 
DRONE TECHNOLOGY

Context:  
Union Information and Broadcasting Minister said that India will 
become a hub of drone technology and will require at least 1-lakh 
drone pilots by next year while addressing the gathering after flag-
ging of the ‘Drone Yatra 2.0’.

About Drones:
•	 A drone or UAV (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) is a remotely 

controlled flying device.
•	 Drones have been divided into five categories based on 

their weight (existing rules) –
o Nano: Less than or equal to 250 grams, 
o Micro: From 250 grams to 2kg, Small: From 2 kg 

to 25kg, 
o Medium: From 25kg to 150kg, 



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 31

o Large: Greater than 150kg.

Rules regulating drones in India:
•	 In India, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 

governs the use of all (manned or automated) aerial ve-
hicles. 

•	 ‘The Drone Rules, 2021’, to regulate the use and opera-
tion of Drones or Unmanned Aerial Systems.

Application of Drones:

Risks associated with drones:
•	 Drones can be misused as weapons of Mass Destruction.
•	 Increased Risk of Armed Attacks.
•	 To smuggle arms, ammunition and drugs.

Way Forward:
•	 Balancing security and benefits associated with drones.
•	 Increase Investments in developing drones, which are saf-

er and cheaper.

Insta Links:
Use of Drones

Mains Link:
Q. Elaborate upon the security threats emerging from drones and 
suggest some measures to counter hostile drones. (150Words)

Facts for Prelims

GS1
Prize

DOMINIQUE LAPIERRE

Context: 
Acclaimed French author Dominique Lapierre dies at 91.
Dominique Lapierre’s deep India connection

•	 City of Joy was based on the slums near Howrah in West 
Bengal.

o Lapierre set up the City of Joy Foundation and 
donated a large share of his royalties to it to sup-
port humanitarian projects in West Bengal.

•	 Five Past Midnight in Bhopal: The Epic Story of the 
World’s Deadliest Industrial Disaster, traced the 1984 
Bhopal gas tragedy and the role of Union Carbide in it.

•	 Freedom at Midnight is the story of India’s struggle for 
independence and the great humanitarian tragedy of the 
Partition.

•	 Lapierre was awarded the Padma Bhushan, India’s 
third-highest civilian award, in 2008.

                             

Modern History/Personality

JAGADISH CHANDRA BOSE

Context: 
Ministry of Culture organized an “International conference on the 
contributions of J C Bose” on his 164th birth anniversary (1858-
1937).

His contribution to science:
•	 J C Bose discovered wireless communication and was 

named the Father of Radio Science
•	 He invented Crescograph to measure plant growth
•	 He did pathbreaking work on the ‘Millimetre range wave-

length Microwaves’

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/01/07/use-of-drones/
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•	 Bose Institute (1917) was established by him at Cam-
bridge University for modern research

His Contribution to India
•	 He was the teacher of S N Bose, Meghnad Saha, and P C 

Mahalanobis 
•	 He was responsible for the expansion of experimental 

science in India
•	 Freedom struggle: He opposed slavery and discrimina-

tion by Britishers using Satyagrah

                                                         

Geography

ARCTIC LANDSCAPE

Context: 
Two-million-year-old genetic material discovered in Greenland’s 
Permafrost. Also, there is research regarding the freeze and melt 
cycle of sea ice.
Scientists have found the oldest (at least 2 million years old) known 
fragments of DNA, just 600 miles from the North Pole that reveals 
that the region was once covered by a forest of poplar and birch 
trees inhabited by mastodons, caribou and Arctic hares

Another new study on the freezing and melting cycles of the Arctic 
Sea ice has found: 

•	 Arctic Ice and Climate change:
o The Arctic Sea ice is seasonal
o It forms in the winter when seawater freez-

es into massive floating ice blocks and thaws 
during the summer. 

o When sea ice is present, it insulates the ocean 
against heat loss

o The sea ice reflects sunlight into space, regulat-
ing ocean and air temperature and maintaining 

habitats above and below the water.
o Understanding the timings of thawing and 

freezing is crucial in knowing the heat budget of 
the ‘Atmospheric-ice-ocean’ system

o The Arctic Sea ice extent or cover has been on a 
decline, especially in late summer.

o The surface and bottom of the Arctic Sea ice of-
ten do not melt and freeze simultaneously

•	 Beaufort Gyre – Ocean current in the Arctic Ocean

Importance of the study: 
This is crucial to study the impact of climate change on the Arctic 
Ocean, as past reports show us temperatures in the Arctic are ris-
ing four times as fast as in the rest of the world.  

Places in News

MAPPING
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Society and Social Justice

SOCIAL HOSTILITIES INDEX (SHI)

Context: 
India tops the index on social hostilities relating to religion.

•	 The report was released by the Washington-based think 
tank Pew Research Centre

•	 The SHI measures acts of religious hostility by private indi-
viduals, organizations or groups. The index comprises 13 
metrics, including religion-related armed conflict or ter-
rorism and mob or sectarian violence.

•	 At 9.4 out of a maximum possible score of 10, India’s So-
cial Hostilities Index (SHI) in 2020 was worse than neigh-
bouring Pakistan and Afghanistan.

•	 The study has recorded the targeting of minorities in India 
during the pandemic.
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GS2
Polity

NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR 
BACKWARD CLASSES (NCBC)

Context: 
Hansraj Ahir assumes charge as NCBC chairperson.
Following the 102nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 2018, NCBC 
became a constitutional body, established under Article 338B of 
the Indian Constitution.

•	 The commission was the outcome of the Indra Sawhney 
case (1992) and was a statutory body.

About NCBC
•	 The Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and other Members 

of the Commission shall be appointed by the President.
•	 The conditions of service and tenure of office shall be de-

cided by President.
•	 The Commission shall have the power to regulate its own 

procedure.
•	 The commission considers inclusions and exclusions from 

the lists of communities.
•	 The commission has the same powers as a Civil Court.

                                                           

RIGHT TO CONVERSION

Context: 
SC offers to find the solution to ‘deceitful conversions’
The Supreme Court said it would examine veiled intentions behind 
religious conversions through allurement by offering food, medi-
cines, treatment, etc.

•	 Article 25: Freedom of conscience and free profession, 
practice and propagation of religion.

•	 The MHA has said that the right to freedom of religion 
does not include a fundamental right to “convert people 
to a particular religion”. 

Insta Links: 
Karnataka’s draft anti-conversion Bill

                                          

CONJUGAL VISITS FOR PRISON-
ERS

Conjugal rights refer to the concept of allowing a prisoner to spend 
some time in privacy with his spouse within the precincts of a jail. 

Positive impacts:
•	 Psychological health benefits for prisoners
•	 Preservation of marital ties
•	 Reduction in the rates of homosexuality and sexual ag-

gression within prisons

Rights:
•	 Conjugal visits are considered a fundamental right of the 

spouses of the prisoners
•	 Recognized as prisoner rights ( by UN and International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights)
•	 Part of a prisoner’s right to life and inherent dignity
•	 The right to maintain family and social relations for pris-

oners

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/12/20/karnatakas-draft-anti-conversion-bill/
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Different Interpretations: 
•	 Supreme Court on Conjugal Visits: “Visit prisoners by 

family and friends are solace in isolation”
•	 Madras HC (in Meharaj vs State (2022)): There have to be 

differential standards in the enforcement of Article 21 for 
law abiders and law violators. 

•	 Punjab model: The State guidelines clarify that conjugal 
visits are a matter of privilege rather than a right. As such, 
such rights will be restricted in time and will be denied for 
high-risk prisoners.

                                                                  

WHAT IT TAKES TO BECOME A 
NATIONAL PARTY IN INDIA? 

Context: 
With 12.9% seats, AAP is set to be recognised as the 9th national 
party by the Election Commission of India (ECI).

What is a National Party? (ECI Criteria)
•	 It is ‘recognised’ in at least four states; OR 

•	 if its candidates polled at least 6% of valid votes in any 
four or more states in the last Lok Sabha or Assembly 
elections and have at least four MPs in the last LS polls; 
OR

•	 if it has won at least 2% of the total seats in LS from not 
less than three states. 

What is a State Party?
•	 At least 6% vote share in the last Assembly election and 

at least 2 MLAs; OR
•	 6% vote share in the last LS elections from that state and 

at least one MP from that state; OR
•	 At least 3%of the total number of seats or three seats, 

whichever is more, in the last Assembly elections; OR
•	 At least one MP for every 25 members or any fraction al-

lotted to the state in Lok Sabha; OR 
•	 At least 8% of total valid votes in the last Assembly elec-

tion or LS election from the state.

Advantages of being a National Party
•	 Right to have reserved symbol for its candidates contest-

ing across the country
•	 Entitled to land or building for national headquarters at 

Delhi.
•	 Candidates need only one proposer to file nominations 

(2 in case of other parties)
•	 Get dedicated broadcast slots on Doordarshan and All 

India Radio during general elections.

•	 Can have up to 40 Star campaigners (20 for other parties)
•	 Expenditure on campaigning and star campaigners isn’t 

added to the candidate’s spending limit.

The Case of AAP-
•	 Delhi and Punjab – large vote share
•	 Goa – 6.77 % of the votes
•	 Himachal Pradesh – 1% of the votes
•	 Gujarat – 13% of the votes 

 

APPOINTMENT OF AD HOC JUDG-
ES 

Context: 
The Supreme Court suggested a less cumbersome and even “out-
of-the-box” thinking, including roping in senior lawyers to act as 
ad hoc judges in High Courts, to meet the rising tide of pendency.

Constitutional Provision – Article 224 A
•	 Under the Article, the Chief Justice of a High Court 

for any State may at any time, with the previous 
consent of the President, request any person who 
has held the office of judge of that court or of any 
other High Court to sit and act as a judge of the 
High Court for that State.

•	 Such a judge is entitled to such allowances as the 
president may determine. He will also enjoy all 
the jurisdiction, powers and privileges of a judge 
of the Supreme Court. 

What the SC says?
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•	 Retired judges willing to come back to the Bench 
will bring their experience in dealing with arrears.

•	 Once a Chief Justice recommends, the appoint-
ment should happen in a matter of days.

•	 Out-of-the-box thinking – roping in senior lawyers 
to act as Ah Hoc judges in High Courts to meet the 
rising tide of pendency.

Additional and Acting Judges – 
 The President can appoint duly qualified persons as addi-
tional judges of a high court for a temporary period not exceeding 
two years when: 

1. there is a temporary increase in the business of the high 
court; or

2. there are arrears of work in the high court. 
 
 The President can also appoint a duly qualified person as 
an acting judge of a high court when a judge of that high court 
(other than the chief justice) is: 

1. unable to perform the duties of his office due to absence 
or any other reason; or 

2. appointed to act temporarily as chief justice of that high 
court. 

 An acting judge holds office until the permanent judge re-
sumes his office.
 However, both the additional or acting judge cannot hold office 
after attaining the age of 62 years.

TEXTBOOKS IN INDIAN LAN-
GUAGES

Context: 
UGC forms a panel to work on textbooks in Indian languages for 
undergraduate and post-graduate courses in regional languages
UGC held meetings with international publishers to publish books 
in regional languages and help narrow the language divide in the 
higher education

Initiatives to promote regional languages: 
NEP2020 (promoting mother tongue), AICTE books on engi-
neering in regional languages, Madhya Pradesh: MBBS books in 
Hindi, Bar Council: Translating legal books in regional languages, 
The National Translation Mission (NTM) is being implemented 
through the Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL).

A language is considered regional when it is mostly spoken by peo-
ple who reside largely in one particular area of a state or country.
Article related to regional languages: 
Article 343(1) (the official language of the Union shall be Hindi in 
Devanagiri Script); Article 345 (the legislature of a State may by 
law adopt any one or more of the languages in use in the State); 
Article 347 (President has the power to recognize a language as 
an official language of a given state); Article 350A (instruction in 
mother-tongue at the primary stage); Article 350B( Special Officer 
for linguistic minorities); Article 351 (power to the union govern-
ment for the development of the Hindi language)

                                           

JOB RESERVATION FOR WOMEN 
IN UTTARAKHAND

Context: 
Uttarakhand has passed a bill giving 30% horizontal reservation 
for women in public services and posts, in addition to existing quo-
tas applicable in the state. 

What are ‘Horizontal Reservation’ and ‘Vertical Reser-
vation’?

•	 Vertical reservation - applies separately for each of the 
groups specified under the law. Ex- SC, ST, OBC

•	 Horizontal reservation - applies separately to each verti-
cal category, and not across the board. Ex- women, vet-
erans, the transgender community, and individuals with 
disabilities, cutting through the vertical categories.

Why did the bill end up in court?
•	 In 2006 Uttarakhand issued a government order to pro-

vide 30% horizontal reservation to women domiciled in 
the state, irrespective of their caste, creed, place of birth, 
place of origin, and social status.  

•	 It was challenged by women from outside the state be-
longing to the unreserved category who had appeared for 
the state civil examination.

•	 The Uttarakhand HC stayed the order and said the quo-
ta should be interpreted as a horizontal reservation for 
women irrespective of their domicile or place of resi-
dence.

State government’s argument to justify ‘Quota based on domi-
cile’ at the Supreme Court: The state’s terrain and climate forced 
its youth to migrate elsewhere in search of livelihood, leaving the 
responsibility to run the household and raise children to women. 
Hence, state made the initiative to include such women under the 
quota system. SC accepted this argument and lifted the stay by HC.
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Government Initiative and Policies

ESANJEEVANI

Context: 
National Telemedicine Service of India achieves 8 crore consulta-
tions

About eSanjeevani: 
e-health initiative of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, it 
strives to provide an alternative to conventional physical consulta-
tion via the digital platform.

•	 It has garnered the distinction of being the world’s largest 
government-owned telemedicine platform

It consists of two verticals – 
•	 1st vertical strives to bridge the rural-urban digital health 

divide by providing assistance to Ayushman Bharat (AB) 
scheme

•	 2nd vertical is the eSanjeevani OPD which uses technol-
ogy via smartphones, tablets and laptops to get doctor 
consultations in the comfort of the house. 

eSanjeevani is a part of the Ayushman Bharat Digital Health Mis-
sion. More than 45000 IDs have been generated via the eSanje-
evani application. 

    
  

PRINT AND DIGITAL MEDIA AS-
SOCIATION (PADMA)

Context: 
Print, digital self-regulatory news association gets govt’s approval.
Print and Digital Media Association (PADMA) has been approved 
as a self-regulatory body for publishers of news and current affairs 
across the country.

•	 It has been approved under rule 12 of the Information 
Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media 
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021

•	 The organization will look at grievances related to digital 
media news content on its platforms.

•	 The organization will be headed by former HC Judge Mool 
Chand Garg.

With Rule 12 of the IT Rules, 2021, the Ministry has approved 
nine self-regulatory bodies since May 2021. They include DIGIPUB 
News India Foundation, Confederation of Online Media (India), 
and NBF- Professional News Broadcasting Standards Authority, 
among others.

NATIONAL SINGLE WINDOW SYS-
TEM (NSWS)

Context: 
NSWS to help realize the Prime Minister’s vision of transforming 
red tape into the red carpet.

•	 The platform is built to serve as an advisory tool to iden-
tify approvals based on user input and is to be used for 
guidance purposes only. 

•	 It is a digital platform to guide you in identifying and ap-
plying for approvals according to your business require-
ments. 

•	 The system would lead to convergence of all Ministries/ 
Department and States/ UTs through the “whole of Gov-
ernment approach”.

SHE STEM 2022

Context: 
SHE STEM 2022 encourages students to ‘Unleash their imagina-
tion’ as part of the Sweden India Nobel Memorial Week.

•	 SHE STEM is an annual event to celebrate women in the 
fields of science, technology, engineering, mathematics, 
and sustainability.

•	 It is organized by the Embassy of Sweden in India in part-
nership with the Atal Innovation Mission, NITI Aayog and 
the German Centre of Innovation and Research.
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MAULANA AZAD FELLOWSHIP

Context: 
The Ministry of Minority Affairs has stopped the Maulana Azad Fel-
lowship — dedicated to pursuing higher education — to minority 
students, from 2022-23.

About the Fellowship: 
A 5-year fellowship provided by the Centre, in the form of finan-
cial assistance to six notified minority communities – Muslims, 
Christians, Buddhists, Jains, Parsi and Sikhs to pursue M Phils and 
PhDs

Why discontinued?
•	 Overlaps with other fellowship schemes for higher edu-

cation.
•	 Minority students are already covered under such 

schemes.

                                    

GHAR- GO HOME AND RE-UNITE

Context: 
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR), has 
developed and launched a portal namely GHAR - GO Home and 
Re-Unite (Portal for Restoration and Repatriation of Child).
GHAR:
The GHAR portal has been developed to digitally monitor and 
track the restoration and repatriation of children according to the 
protocol. 

NCPCR is a statutory body (set up in 2007) under the 
administrative control of the Ministry of Women & Child De-
velopment, Government of India
I

nsta Links: 
Juvenile Justice Care and Protection Act 2015, NCPCR

International News and Organization

PARIS CLUB

Context: 
The Paris Club is a group of officials from major creditor countries 
whose role is to find coordinated and sustainable solutions to the 
payment difficulties experienced by debtor countries.

•	 Founded in 1956 with headquarters in Paris (France).
•	 India is not a member of the club and acts as an ad-hoc 

participants.

EAGLE ACT: BILL TO ELIMINATE 
PER-COUNTRY QUOTA FOR 

GREEN CARDS

Context: 
This week, the House of Representatives in the US is scheduled 
to vote on the Equal Access to Green Cards for Legal Employment 
(EAGLE) Act of 2022

What is the current system?
Under the current system, there is a cap of per-country limit 
of 7% from a single country. As per the research, the employ-
ment-based green card backlog for skilled Indians reached 7.19 
lakh in September 2021, with an expected wait time of 90 years

What will the EAGLE Act do?
•	 Eliminate a per-country cap on employment-based green 

cards — a policy that disproportionately affects Indian im-

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/05/13/juvenile-justice-jj-act-2015/
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migrants
o If passed, this legislation would phase out the 

per-country caps over the course of nine years 
to ensure that eligible immigrants from less pop-
ulated countries are not excluded

o It will allow individuals who have been waiting in 
the immigrant visa backlog for two years to file 
their Green Card applications

•	 Scrap the discriminatory system: The per-country cap on 
Green Cards is a relic of a discriminatory system that ex-
cluded Asian immigrants entirely in the past

Benefits of eliminating such quotas:
•	 Will reduce the immigrant visa backlog
•	 Indian-Americans is set to benefit
•	 U.S. employers can focus on hiring people based on mer-

it, not their birthplace
•	 The bill would also keep families together by ensuring 

that children of employment-based immigrants do not 
age out of dependent status

What is a Green Card?
A Green Card, known officially as a Permanent Resident Card, is 
a document issued to immigrants to the US as evidence that the 
bearer has been granted the privilege of residing permanently.

GS3
Economy

ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES

Context: 
States to set up district-wise price monitoring centres for essen-
tial items.

•	 Essential commodities are the products, the supply of 
which, if obstructed due to hoarding or black marketing, 
would affect the normal life of the people.

The Department of Consumer Affairs (under the Ministry of Con-
sumer Affairs, Food & Public distribution) has a system of collecting 
prices of 22 essential food commodities in the country. 

•	 All states should set up price monitoring centres for crit-
ical goods in all districts. 

•	 The Centre is providing financial support to create 750 
price monitoring centres.

Essential commodities are regulated under the Essential Com-
modities Act, of 1955
•	 It aims to regulate the production, supply and distribution 

of, and trade and commerce in, certain commodities, in the 
interest of the general public.

•	 The central government may add or remove an essential com-
modity from the list through a notification.

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS): BIS is the National Standard 
Body of India under the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Pub-
lic Distribution. It was established under the BIS Act 2016.

•	 Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution is 
the ex-officio President.

•	 The main activities are standardization, marking and quality 
certification of goods.

•	 BIS is responsible for developing Indian Standards, imple-
menting voluntary and mandatory standards, such as Quality 
Control Orders, and providing quality assurance to consumers.

HOW IS TRAI PROPOSING TO 
HELP TELECOM CALLERS IDENTI-

FY SPAMMERS?

Context: 
TRAI has floated a consultation paper seeking comments on the 
‘Calling Name Presentation (CNP)’ feature. 

What is the Calling Name Presentation feature?
Provides individual, information about the calling party (like True-
caller), to ensure that subscribers can make an informed choice 
about incoming calls, thus avoiding harassment by unknown or 
spam callers. 

Concerns: 
•	 Regarding balancing the caller’s right to remain anony-

mous (Right to Privacy under Articles 14,19 and 21 as per 
the Puttaswamy judgement)

•	 Threaten Whistle-blowers

Way ahead: 
The feature has to be seen in parallel with Digital Personal Data 
Protection Bill 2022

                                                  

YK ALAGH

Context: 
The former Minister and Economist passes away at 83

About Mr ALAGH: 
•	 Remembered for being a democratic and follower of an 
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inclusive approach to development. 
•	 As the Chair of the Planning Commission Task Force, he 

constructed a separate poverty line for rural and urban ar-
eas for the first time, based on Nutritional requirements 
(less than 2400 calories in rural areas and 2100 calories in 
urban areas). 

•	 As the head of the Agricultural Prices Commission, he set 
up its econometrics cell which recommends MSP for dif-
ferent crops. 

•	 He chaired a High-powered committee whose report 
paved way for setting up cooperative businesses as “Pro-
ducer Companies”. 

POWER FROM SEA WAVES

Context: 
Researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT Ma-
dras) have invented an ‘Ocean Wave Energy Converter’ (OWEC) 
that can generate electricity from sea waves.

Mechanism:
The device is called Sindhuja-I. It consists of a floating buoy, a spar 
and an electric module. A vertically submerged floater absorbs 
wave energy (based on an Oscillating Water Column) which is con-
verted by a piston or linear generator into electricity. (See left di-
agram)

                                      

How will it benefit:
•	 It can help India’s coastal states and Islands such as Lak-

shadweep and Andaman and Nicobar produce 40-50 GW 
of wave energy. 

o Seawater stores tidal, wave and ocean thermal 
energy, making the harnessing of 40 GW wave 
energy possible in India

•	 The converter may help India achieve the climate 

change-related goal of generating 500 GW of renewable 
energy by 2030

Other ways to harness energy from the ocean: Ocean thermal en-
ergy conversion (OTEC) based on temperature difference (see im-
age: right image); Tidal energy converter; Offshore Wind turbines 
etc. 

EUROPEAN SECURITIES AND 
MARKETS AUTHORITY (ESMA)

Context: 
ESMA and UK derecognised 6 major Indian clearing houses from 
1st April 2023

What are Clearing Houses?
They are intermediaries between buyers and sellers of financial 
instruments

Why derecognised? 
Due to ‘No cooperation arrangements’ between ESMA and Indi-
an regulators (RBI, SEBI and IFSCA). Indian regulators don’t allow 
ESMA to regulate Indian Clearing houses as they feel the Indian 
regulatory system is robust enough

Impact of such derecognition: 
Indian clearing houses can’t provide clearing services to European 
clients
The European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) is an in-
dependent European Union (EU) Authority that contributes to 
safeguarding the stability of the EU’s financial system by enhanc-
ing the protection of investors and promoting stable and orderly 
financial markets.
                                             

RAZORPAY BECOMES 1ST PAY-
MENT GATEWAY TO SUPPORT 

CREDIT CARDS ON UPI

Context: 
With the aim to further strengthen digital payments and boost 
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India’s credit penetration, the platform announced its readiness 
to support Credit Card Transactions on Unified Payments Inter-
face (UPI).

Present scenario 
•	 UPI enables customers to make transactions through 

their bank accounts. 
•	 Linking credit cards with UPI will ensure that customers 

will no longer have to carry their credit cards with them 
at all times for payments.

•	 As per RBI’s data, despite growing steadily at the rate of 
30% over the last three years, remains primarily under-
penetrated with only 6% of Indians having access to a 
credit card.

•	 On the other hand, UPI has recorded over 731 crore 
transactions in Oct 2022 alone being used by more than 
40% of Indians.

•	 With RuPay credit cards being enabled on UPI, Razorpay 
merchants can begin accepting credit card payments on 
UPI, with minimal changes to their existing setup.

What are Payment Gateways?
It is a technology used by merchants to accept debit/credit card 
purchases from customers. It includes physical card reading devic-
es found in brick-and-mortar retail stores and the payment pro-
cessing portals found in online stores. 

DISTRICTS AS EXPORT HUB (DEH) 
INITIATIVE

Context: 
ODOP (One District One Product) initiative is operationally merged 
with the ‘Districts as Export Hub (DEH)’ initiative of the DGFT, De-
partment of Commerce, with DPIIT as a major stakeholder.

ODOP focuses on identifying products in the districts that have 
manufacturing and export potential. It comes under the Ministry 
of Food Processing Industries. 
Under DEH, a list of products and services with export potential is 
regularly updated for all districts of the country. It comes under the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

•	 District Export Promotion Committees (DEPCs) are to be 
constituted in each District, headed by a Collector.

•	 The primary function of the DEPC is to prepare and act 
on District Specific Export Action Plans in collaboration 
with all the relevant stakeholders from the Centre, State 
and District.

Related news: 
RoDTEP (Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products) 
Scheme has been now extended to chemical, Pharma, Iron and 
Steel. RoDTEP replaces the previous MEIS scheme which violated 
the provision of WTO. In RoDTEP (under the ministry of Commerce 
and Industry), exporters get the refund of the embedded duties/
taxes that are not rebated under other schemes. 

                                           

CIRCULAR TRADING

Context: 
The issue of circular trading could be taken up by the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) Council in its upcoming meeting. 

There are different forms of Circular trading:
Form 1: Circular trading refers to fraudulently availing input tax 
credit by traders by issuing invoices without availing any real goods 
or services. 
Form 2: Circular trading is a fraudulent scheme where sales orders 
are entered by a broker who knows that offsetting buy orders for 
the exact same number of shares at the same time and, at the 
same price, have either been or will be entered. This artificially 
shows boosts up sales. 
Form 3: Please see attached image
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Agriculture

BLACK SOIL

Context: 
As per the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) report “Global 
status of black soils”, black soils are under threat, with most losing 
at least half of their soil organic carbon (SOC) stocks (the carbon 
stored in soil organic matter).

What does the report say?
•	 Black soil is important for climate change mitigation: 

Soils remove carbon from the atmosphere and lock it up 
in soil organic matter (called carbon sequestration). Soils 
have been proposed as an important solution to mitigate 
human-induced climate change 

•	 However, black soils are quickly losing their SOC 
stocks. They have lost 20 to 50 per cent of their original 
SOC stock

Recommendation by the Report:
•	 Preserving natural vegetation on black soils such as 

grasslands, forests and wetlands and adopting sustain-
able soil management approaches on cropped black soils 
were the two main goals highlighted by the report.

                              

Science

PROFESSOR SUMAN 
CHAKRABORTY (FROM IIT, 

KHARAGPUR)

Context: 
A slew of technologies by Professor Suman Chakraborty, who re-
cently received the Infosys prize, along with his group, is helping 
community health workers deliver healthcare support to last-mile 
populations.

Affordable diagnostic technologies for remote, re-
source-constrained areas:

•	 COVIRAP: Nucleic-Acid Based Rapid Diagnostic Test for 
infectious disease detection 

•	 Diagnostics with Finger-Prick Blood on Paper Strip for 
blood tests

•	 A low-cost portable hand-held imaging device for early 
screening of oral cancer

•	 Folded paper kit for evaluating antibiotic resistance,
•	 A reagent-free anaemia detection technology

Technology

RANSOMWARE

Context: 
Investigators search for the source of a ransomware attack on 
AIIMS servers
Ransomware is a malware designed to deny a user or organization 
access to files on their computer.

Process: 
•	 The malware first gains access to the device. 
•	 Depending on the type of ransomware, either the entire 

operating system or individual files are encrypted. 
•	 A ransom is then demanded from the victim. 

Past attacks: WannaCry and Petya.

                            

OPEN AI’S CHATGPT

Context: 
The Artificial intelligence-powered chatbot has crossed one million 
users in less than a week.
What is OpenAI’s ChatGPT?

•	 OpenAI’s ChatGPT is a conversational chatbot which can 
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talk back almost as another human being would. 
•	 GPT stands for Generative Pre-trained Transformer 3, 

a kind of computer language model that relies on deep 
learning techniques to produce human-like text-based 
inputs. 

•	 Once a user signs up for ChatGPT, they can use the chat-
bot to have a conversation, and it is expected to give rea-
sonably intelligent answers in the form of an essay. 

•	 It is also a neural network, as a large network of comput-
ers can fine-tune its output of words based on feedback. 

•	 The chatbot can remember what the user said earlier in 
the conversation. 

•	 It also allows users to follow up on corrections. 

Advantage: 
seen as a replacement for basic emails, essays, CVs etc.

Limitations: 
•	 Could give incorrect or nonsensical answers
•	 Not powerful in specialized contexts
•	 Overuse of certain phrases due to training bias
•	 Racial and sexist biases reflected
•	 Incapable of writing fiction

Health

INVASIVE GROUP A STREP (IGAS)

Context: 
UK: Six children die of Strep A, a common bacterial infection.

•	 Group A streptococcal (GAS) infection is caused by strains 
of the streptococcus pyogenes bacterium

•	 The bacteria can live on hands or the throat for long 
enough to allow easy spread between people through 
sneezing, kissing and skin contact

•	 Most infections cause mild illnesses such as “strep throat” 
or skin infections

•	 It can also cause scarlet fever and in the majority of cases 
this clears up with antibiotics

•	 On rare occasions, the bacteria can get deeper into the 
body - including infecting the lungs and bloodstream. It 
is known as invasive GAS (iGAS) and needs urgent treat-
ment as this can be serious and life-threatening.

•	 It usually manifests as high fever, severe muscle aches, 
pain in an area of the body and unexplained vomiting or 
diarrhoea. 

                                          

BRAIN FOG AFTER COVID-19

Context: 
As per the new study changes in the gene activity in the brain of 
people with severe COVID-19 were found to be similar to that seen 
in old age neurological conditions such as ‘brain fog’.

What is Brain Fog?
Brain fog is characterized by confusion, forgetfulness, and a lack 
of focus and mental clarity. This can be caused by Old Age, over-
working, lack of sleep, stress, and spending too much time on the 
computer.

What have been the reasons cited?
As per the research, Genes that are linked to inflammation and 
stress were expressed more in the brains of people with severe 
COVID-19 than in others. Conversely, genes linked to cognition 
and the formation of connections between brain cells were less 
active.
                                      

GLOBAL PANDEMIC TREATY 

Context: 
Pandemic treaty draft negotiations to begin in Feb 2023. 

Background – 
•	 In December 2021, the World Health Assembly agreed to 

start a global process to draft the pandemic treaty. 
•	 The need for an updated set of rules was felt after the 

COVID-19 pandemic exposed the shortcomings of global 
health systems. 

•	 The Health Assembly adopted a decision titled “The 
World Together”

About the treaty-

•	 The document will help address global public health 
challenges made conspicuous by the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. 

•	 These include equitable distribution of vaccines and 
health services among and within countries, knowledge 
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and data sharing as well as realising capability-based re-
sponsibilities of various economies. 

•	 It also includes data sharing and genome sequencing of 
emerging viruses.

Article 19 of WHO’s Constitution

•	 Article 19 of the WHO Constitution gives the World 

Health Assembly the authority to adopt conventions or 

agreements on matters of health.

•	  A two-thirds majority is needed to adopt such conven-

tions or agreements.

•	 The WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 

was set up under Article 19 and it came into force in 2005. 

International Health Regulations (IHR)

                  

ANTI-BACTERIAL RESISTANCE

Context: 
Over 50% of life-threatening bacterial infections are becoming re-
sistant to treatment: the Global Antimicrobial Resistance and Use 
Surveillance System (GLASS) report of WHO.

Concerns as per the recent report: 
•	 8% of infections caused by Klebsiella pneumonia were 

resistant to carbapenems (the last resort antibiotic).
•	 Over 60% of Neisseria gonorrhoea, a common sexually 

transmitted disease, show resistance to ciprofloxacin.
•	 20% of E.coli isolates, common in urinary tract infections 

were resistant to ampicillin and co-trimoxazole.
•	 Bloodstream infections due to resistant E.coli, Salmonel-

la and gonorrhoea infections, have jumped by at least 15 
per cent compared to 2017 rates. 

Global Antimicrobial Resistance and Use Surveillance 
System (GLASS):

•	 Provides a standardized approach to the collection, anal-
ysis, interpretation and sharing of data by countries and 
seeks to actively support capacity building and monitor 
the status of existing and new national surveillance sys-
tems.

Insta Links:  
Antimicrobial Resistance: here’s what can be done

PATHODETECT KIT

Context: 
It is India’s 1st indigenous TB detection kit produced by Pune-
based Mylab

Using a single test, it can detect tuberculosis and multi-drug re-
sistance (against Isoniazid and Rifampicin). The test kit is low-cost 
and can be stored at room temperature. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/12/02/antimicrobial-resistance-heres-what-can-be-done-to-address-environmental-amr-in-india/
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Space

STEAM-PROPELLED SPACECRAFT

Context: 
‘World’s first steam-propelled spacecraft heads to the moon and 
beyond.

•	 EQUULEUS Spacecraft is a water-powered CubeSat space-
craft.

It was developed by Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA)
•	 Launched from NASA’s Orion spacecraft

The space mission will carry out a number of investigations, includ-
ing testing of the radiation environment to help determine what 
precautions future astronauts would have to take out in the deep 
space location.
Its planned orbital path will be the second Earth-Moon Lagrange 
point (EML2).

                                                 

SPACETECH INNOVATION NET-
WORK (SPIN)

Context: 
ISRO signed MoU with Social Alpha to establish SpIN

What is SpIN?
•	 India’s first dedicated platform for innovation, curation 

and venture development for the blooming space entre-
preneurial ecosystem.

•	 It is a one-of-a-kind PPP for start-ups and SMEs in the 
space industry.

•	 Provide a level playing field for all stakeholders to con-
tribute and collaborate.

•	 Also, the 1st SpIN innovation challenge was launched to 
develop solutions in areas like urbanisation, mapping, 
natural resources management etc. Selected start-ups 
can access ISRO and Social Alpha’s infrastructure and 
resources

KILONOVA

Context: 
The flash of light or a gamma-ray burst (GRB) was witnessed on 
December 11, 2021. The source was found to be an astronomical 
event called a kilonova. 
Kilonova explosions take place during the merger of two neutron 
stars or a neutron star and a black hole releasing Gamma-Ray 
Bursts (GRB)

What are GRBs?
Gamma-ray bursts (GRBs) are immensely energetic explosions that 
have been observed in distant galaxies. They are the most energet-
ic and luminous electromagnetic events since the Big Bang. Bursts 
can last from ten milliseconds to several hours
GRBs can be divided into two classes: 

•	 Long-duration (2 seconds to several minutes): mainly due 
to Supernova

•	 Short-duration (a few milliseconds to 2 seconds): mainly 
due to Kilonova 

Stellar black holes are made when the centre of a very big star falls 
in upon itself or collapses. When this happens, it causes a super-
nova — an exploding star that blasts part of the star into space.

Why this event was first of its kind?
Both kilonova and supernova produce GRBs ( Kilonova – short du-
ration, and Supernova- long duration). However, this new event 
(from a Kilonova), generated a GRB that lasted roughly 50 seconds 
(long-duration), puzzling scientists.
This breaks the long-held traditional GRB paradigm that massive 
star collapses produce long GRBs and supernovae and neutron star 
mergers produce short GRBs and kilonovae.
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INDIA’S SPACE HEADWAY
Source: The Hindu
Context: ISRO successfully conducted the Hot test of Scramjet 
and the ‘Blowdown test’ of a new Trisonic Wind Tunnel at Vikram 
Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC, Thiruvananthapuram).

Environment

WORLD SOIL DAY 2022

Context: 
World Soil Day (WSD) is observed every year on December 5, to 
highlight the value of healthy soil and to promote the sustainable 
management of soil resources

Background: 
UN designated December 5 2014, as the first official soil day 

Solutions for soil degradation:
•	 Regenerative agriculture: It is a conservation and reha-

bilitation approach to food and farming systems. It fo-
cuses on topsoil regeneration, increasing biodiversity and 
improving the water cycle

•	 Reversative agriculture (organic or natural farming) — a 
low-cost approach to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

o Organic farming does not use chemicals, but it 
does increase organic matter content, microor-
ganism population and plant availability of both 
micro- and macro-nutrients. 

SMALLER ANIMALS

Context: 
Contrary to the popular belief that saving large animals such as ti-
gers, polar bears, wolves or lion means saving an entire ecosystem, 
researchers have shown that small carnivores like Weasels, skunks 
and foxes have equal or greater impacts on the ecosystem they 
inhabit than larger species like wolves. 

What is an Ecosystem?
•	 An ecosystem consists of all the organisms and the phys-

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/vikram-sarabhai-space-centre-gets-a-new-trisonic-wind-tunnel/article66242037.ece
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ical environment with which they interact. These biotic 
and abiotic components are linked together through nu-
trient cycles and energy flows.

Importance of large animals in an ecosystem: 
•	 Large wide-roaming mammals, especially carnivores, play 

a key role in maintaining a healthy ecosystem since these 
species often have large ranges and may sit at the top of 
food chains. They keep the populations of other animals 
in check and protect important plant species, thereby fa-
cilitating carbon sequestration and protection of water 
bodies

How are even small animals important in an ecosys-
tem?

•	 Small organisms play an important part in the food chain 
and food web. For example, decomposers are mostly mi-
croorganisms and they help in decomposing dead and 
decaying matter. 

•	 The extinction of one organism can lead to another one 
related to the former for its survival.

•	 Ecosystem indicators: compared with larger species, 
small carnivores have shorter lives and use smaller areas. 
This allows them to respond quickly to even minor fluc-
tuations in temperature, habitat change and food avail-
ability.

United Nations biodiversity conference (COP15) will open in 
Montreal today, with an aim to create a new global framework for 
transforming humanity’s relationship with nature. 

GRI’S SELF-REPORTING OF ENVI-
RONMENTAL IMPACT APPROVED

Context: 
The Global Sustainability Standards Board (GSSB) has approved 
the exposure draft of the revised Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) 
Biodiversity Standard which will allow organisations to self-report 
their major impacts on biodiversity and its management

What role will these standards play?
These standards will play a major role in the COP15 (currently be-
ing held in Montreal) in deciding collective commitments for the 
Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. 

What is GRI?
The GRI is an independent global entity that helps businesses 
take responsibility for their impacts on biodiversity. GRI Standards 

(last revised in 2006) are designed to be used by organisations to 
report on their impacts on the economy, the environment and so-
ciety.

What is Biodiversity?
Biodiversity or biological diversity is the variety and variability of 
life on Earth. Biodiversity is a measure of variation at the genetic, 
species, and ecosystem levels.

                           

KOUNDINYA SANCTUARY SEES A 
MASSIVE SHIFT

Context: 
An 18-member herd of all female elephants from the forests of 
Gudiyattam and Pernambattu of Tamil Nadu are currently on the 
move in the Koundinya wildlife sanctuary zone in Chittoor district, 
apparently “in search of mates”.

NATURE POSITIVE FUND

Context: 
More than 100 experts have rejected the idea of this fund at the 
CoP15 on Convention on Biological Diversity in Montreal, Canada.
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Directions: 
The concept might be important for prelims. But negatives can be 
used as value addition in mains under climate finance.

What is Nature Positive?
Nature-positive is the term used to describe a world where nature 
– species and ecosystems - is being restored and is regenerating 
rather than declining

•	 It gives a Monetary valuation of nature’s ecological func-
tions.

•	 If the total monetary value remains constant, it means 
that nature remains stable.

•	 Ex – Carbon Trading was introduced in Kyoto to monetise 
carbon emissions, thus making efforts to reduce them.

Countries have rejected this Nature positive fund: 
•	 Misleading figures from the nature-positive fund could 

lead to wrong policy decisions and thus result in irre-
versible consequences.

•	 State companies and countries can’t destroy nature in 
one place and restore it elsewhere.

•	 The money from the fund may lead to land-grabbing of 
indigenous land in poor countries, causing human right 
abuse (Green Neo colonialism)

•	 Concerns about irrational changes in the financial mar-
kets

Way forward: 
Tighter environmental regulations

                 

Species in News

INTERNATIONAL CHEETAH DAY

Context: 
Social media fuels illegal trade in the species
International Cheetah Day is celebrated on December 4 to raise 
awareness about the need for helping cheetahs fight extinction.

Social media has significantly increased dealers’ ability to expand 
their audiences. 

•	 They also provide exotic pet owners with a platform to 
showcase their illegal purchases.

            

THREE HIMALAYAN MEDICINAL 
PLANTS ENTER IUCN RED LIST

Context: 
Three medicinal plant species found in the Himalayas have made 
it to the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.

•	 However, a recent assessment shows that deforestation, 
habitat loss, forest fires, illegal trade and climate change 
pose a serious threat to the species.

Meizotropis pellita - ‘critically endan-
gered’, known as Patwa, a perineal shrub, 
endemic to Uttarakhand, rich in antioxi-
dants, and used in essential oils.

Fritilloria cirrhosa: ‘vulnerable’, perennial 
bulbous herb, used in China for treatment 
of bronchial disorders, pneumonia and 
cough suppressant.

Dactylorhiza hatagirea- ‘endangered’, a 
perennial tuberous species endemic to 
the Hindu Kush and Himalayan ranges of 
Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, India, Nepal, 
and Pakistan, extensively used in the Indi-
an system of medicine to cure dysentery 
chronic fever, stomach ache etc.  
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CACTUS PLANTATION

Context: 
The government is promoting Cactus plantation and its economic 
usage.

About Cactus –
•	 It is a xerophytic plant which grows at a slower pace.
•	 It is adapted to grow in an arid and semi-arid climate

Economic advantages of promoting Cactus Cultivation 
– 

•	 Plantations of cacti will help in the restoration of 
degraded land

•	 Cactus can be used as– biofuel, food, fodder 
and in bio fertiliser production

•	 Contributing to employment and income gener-
ation for poor farmers.

•	 Help in achieving Nationally Determined Contri-
butions and Sustainable Development Goals

Other Facts –
•	 30% of India’s land is categorised as ‘Degraded 

Land’.
•	 The Watershed Development component of PM 

Krishi Sinchayi Yojana (WDC-PMKSY) aims to 
restore degraded land under the Department of Land 
Resources.

                                  

PYQ: 
Q. The government of India encourages the cultivation of ‘sea 
buckthorn’. What is the importance of this plant?   [ UPSC 2012]

1. It helps in controlling soil erosion and in preventing desertifica-
tion. 
2. It is a rich source of biodiesel. 
3. It has nutritional value and is well-adapted to live in cold areas 
of high altitudes. 
4. Its timber is of great commercial value. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Ans: (c) 
Seabuckthorn is a medicinal plant which has health-promoting 
properties. It can play a crucial role in preventing soil erosion and 
help nitrogen fix options in cold and desert areas.
  

Defence

NEW INDIAN NAVY CREST

Context: 
President of India has approved the introduction of a new design 
for the President’s Standard and Color and Indian Navy Crest for 
the Indian Navy on Navy Day on 04 Dec 2022.

The new design of the President’s Standard and Co-
lour comprises three main constituents – 

•	 National Flag in the upper left canton adjacent to the 
staff, 

•	 State Emblem undescribed with ‘Satyamev Jayate’ in 
Golden Colour on the upper right canton on the fly side, 
and 

•	 Navy Blue - Gold Octagon below the Golden State Em-
blem.

The new design of the President’s Standard and Colour highlights 
India’s glorious maritime heritage and also symbolises a powerful, 
courageous, confident and proud Indian Navy.
The Indian Navy Crest has been amended to replace the foul an-
chor with a Clear Anchor
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CONTENT FOR MAINS ENRICH-
MENT (ESSAYS/ETHICS)

In-
do-French 
partnership 
in Kaziran-
ga National 
Park as part 
of Indo-Pa-
cific Parks 
Partnership 
(I3P)

Measures taken for conser-
vation
•	 Artificial Highlands 

where animals can 
escape during floods

•	 Anti-poaching camps
•	 Alternative liveli-

hood training for lo-
cals

‘Goblin 
Mode’: Ox-
ford’s Word 
of the Year 
for 2022

2022 was the year of “gob-
lin mode,” defined by Ox-
ford as “a type of behavior 
which is unapologetically 
self-indulgent, lazy, slov-
enly, or greedy, typically 
in a way that rejects social 
norms or expectations.”

•	 goblinmode hashtag 
is often used as a con-
trast to the idealized 
manifestations of 
being one’s best ver-
sion.

•	 The dramatic rise of 
platforms like BeRe-
al where users share 
images of their uned-
ited selves, often cap-
turing self-indulgent 
moments in goblin 
mode. 

Google is 
launching 
a new 
anti-misin-
formation 
project in 
India

•	 The initiative will use 
“prebunking” videos 
– designed to count-
er false claims before 
they become wide-
spread – circulated 
on the company’s 
YouTube platform 
and other social me-
dia sites. It is aimed at 
preventing mislead-
ing information that 
has been blamed for 
inciting violence.

Ministry of 
Jal Shakti 
announced 
‘Water 
Heroes: 
Share Your 
Stories’ 
Winners

•	 Shri Mahender Singh 
Tawar, IAS (Gazia-
bad):  He organized 
Jan choupal among 
the people, issues re-
lated to pond revival 
are discussed, and 
people were motivat-
ed for Shramdaan. 
As Municipal Com-
missioner, Ghazia-
bad Green Bond was 
launched. 

•	 Ehsas, NGO: It pro-
motes the Rooftop 
Rain Water Harvest-
ing model. 

•	 Ms Neha Kushwaha: 
She started a planta-
tion campaign titled 
“Planting trees in the 
memory of ances-
tors”. 

Swayam 
Shikshan 
Prayog 
(Non-Profit 
organiza-
tion)

•	 Pune-based non-prof-
it Swayam Shikshan 
Prayog was ecog-
nized at the recently 
concluded COP27, 
for its efforts in help-
ing women farmers 
in the Marathwada 
region adopt cli-
mate-resilient agri-
cultural practices for 
over two decades.  

•	 The non-profit 
bagged the Local Ad-
aptation Champions 
Award in the capac-
ity and knowledge 
category at Sharm El-
Sheikh, Egypt.
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Global North and South

India recently assumed the pres-
idency of the G20 (for 2022 to 
2023). It said that India would be 
the “voice of the Global South, 
that is otherwise under-represent-
ed in such forums”.

The term global north and glob-
al south was developed by Em-
manuel Wallerstein to describe a 
global capitalist system that sepa-
rates countries into the core (the 
North), semiperiphery, and pe-
riphery (the South) based primari-
ly on their economic participation

•	 Global North: It encom-
passes rich and powerful 
regions such as North Amer-
ica, Europe, and Australia. 

•	 Global South refers to the 
countries of the rest of the 
world, most of which are in 
the Southern Hemisphere 
but also include countries 
from the Nothern Hemi-
sphere such as India. 

The commonality between Glob-
al South countries:
•	 Measuring similarly in 

terms of wealth, indicators 
of education and health-
care, etc. 

•	 Most have a history of col-
onisation, largely at the 
hands of European powers

•	 The region has been histor-
ically excluded from promi-
nent international organisa-
tions – such as UNSC, IMF 
etc. 

Other classifications: 
•	 First World, Second World 

and Third World coun-
tries, referring to countries 
associated with the Cold 

Community-driven water conser-
vation and Harvesting initiatives: 
(Case studies) 

Context: Delhi-based think tank 
Centre for Science and Environ-
ment documented some success 
stories of participatory resource 
management from two districts in 
Gujarat.

Rajkot and Amreli districts in Gu-
jarat have semi-arid climates and 
low water availability.

Initiatives taken:
•	 Cement Nala bund (CNB) 

constructed to harvest 
run-off water: This facili-
tated the percolation of the 
run-off into the sub-surface 
zones, augmenting ground-
water levels and soil mois-
ture

•	 The community took own-
ership right from planning 
and implementation to op-
eration and maintenance: 
The villagers also regularly 
monitored the progress 

•	 All structures were 
constructed by Shram 
Daan (voluntary labour): 
Over the course of six 
months, several households 
contributed daily for Shram 
Daan.

Impact:
•	 It improved agriculture by 

increasing cultivable land 
•	 Improved moisture-holding 

capacities and groundwater 
levels

•	 Improved crop intensity
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Our founder & director, Vinay Sir, with 120 toppers of UPSC CSE-2021 
at the Felicitation Ceremony conducted at Bengaluru.

Have you subscribed to our podcast channel yet?  
Join us every week & listen to stories that will 

reignite your imagination & inspire meaningful actions!



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 53



www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

54



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 55

DOWNLOAD THIS APP VISIT OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES

@insightsonindia

@insights_ias_

@insightsIAStips

@Insights_ias

@Podcast Channel

@insights IAS

3



www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

56



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 57


