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PAPER- I-A: Political Theory and Indian Politics  
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Permanent Revolution 
Syllabus: PSIR Paper 1A: Political Ideologies, Marxism 

PYQs 

1. “Revolution in Permanence” [Paper I/2022/10 Marks] 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Permanent Revolution is a theoretical concept in Marxist and Trotskyite school of thought 
that emphasizes on the strategy to be followed by the revolutionary class, the proletariat and 
the relationship to be maintained with the opposing sections of the society. The theory 
shows that only working class can lead a socialist revolution and is considered an antidote 
to the possibility of allyship and leadership from the bourgeois forces towards that goal. 
Permanent revolution thus is the strategy followed by the revolutionary class pursuing its 
own interests independently and without compromise or alliance with other sections of the 
society.  

The theory is based on the works of Karl Marx and Fredrich Engels. It is considered to be 
popularized by Leon Trotsky later on. 

PERMANENT REVOLUTION 

Marx has opined that “the battle cry” of the proletariat should be “The Permanent 
Revolution” as against the revolutionary process that the bourgeoise class is trying to stall 
and end (1850 Address of the Central Committee to the Communist League). Marx and Engels 
advocated permanent revolution as the proletarian strategy of maintaining organizational 
independence along class lines and a consistently militant series of political demands and 
tactics. In the 1850 address he held that, 

“While the democratic petty bourgeois wish to bring the revolution to a conclusion as quickly 
as possible […] it is our interest and our task to make the revolution permanent, until all more 
or less possessing classes have been forced out of their position of dominance, the proletariat 
has conquered state power, and the association of proletarians, not only in one country but 
in all the dominant countries of the world, has advanced so far that competition among the 
proletarians in these countries has ceased and that at least the decisive productive forces are 
concentrated in the hands of the proletarians.” 

It is to be understood that the demands of petty bourgeois are limited as they attempt to 
install democratic institutions and are not revolutionary enough. Thus, once they are 
satisfied, for example by overthrowing of feudal cliques, the petty bourgeois attempts to stall 
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and end the revolution before it gets any more revolutionary and challenges their own 
position. Further, they continue to perpetuate capitalist interests and stall challenges from 
the working class. It is in this light that the Proletariat has to march ahead to go beyond 
democratic stage and challenge the status quo. Trotsky insisted that, while a bourgeois-
democratic revolution was needed, it would have to be brought about by the working class 
and could pass over immediately into socialist revolution in an “unbroken chain”. 

To further understand the context of the concept, it is important to revisit Marx. Karl Marx 
envisioned a two-step process of revolution in the establishment of a Socialist society. The 
Stage 1, Democratic Revolution is to be led by bourgeois or petit bourgeois against the feudal 
nobility. This was attained when the Tsarist regime was overthrown in Soviet Union by the 
Provisional Government in the February Revolution establishing democratic institutions. The 
Socialist Revolution as envisaged by Marx was made possible when the proletariat rose to 
power by challenging both the remnants of feudal nobility and the capitalist hegemony of the 
bourgeoise class. This was made possible with the Bolshevik October Revolution of 1917 
when the proletariat emerged as the Stage 2 of the Revolution.  

 

  

Marx thus holds that the petty-bourgeoisie will "seek to ensnare the workers in a party 
organization in which general social-democratic phrases prevail while their particular 
interests are kept hidden behind, and in which, for the sake of preserving the peace, the 
specific demands of the proletariat may not be presented. Such a unity would be to their 
advantage alone and to the complete disadvantage of the proletariat. The proletariat would 
lose all its hard-won independent position and be reduced once more to a mere appendage of 
official bourgeois democracy". 

Stage 1
• Bourgeois-Democratic Revolution

Stage 2
• Proletarian-Socialist Revolution
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Therefore, under Marxist scheme of things, the Socialist Revolution should be thus forged 
independently and autonomously by the proletariat themselves in such a way as to bring 
about permanent revolution.  

Trotsky inspired from the 1850 Address of the Central Committee to the Communist League 
writes “The permanent revolution, in the sense which Marx attached to this concept, means 
a revolution which makes no compromise with any single form of class rule, which does not 
stop at the democratic stage, which goes over to socialist measures and to war against 
reaction from without; that is, a revolution whose every successive stage is rooted in the 
preceding one and which can end only in complete liquidation.”  

 

   

KARL MARX LEON TROTSKY JOSEPH STALIN 

 

TROTSKYITE VIEW OF PERMANENT REVOLUTION 

To understand the Trotskyite view of permanent revolution, it is important to understand the 
important concepts of Trotskyite thought: 

Leon Trotsky is known for this theory of “COMBINED AND UNEVEN DEVELOPMENT”. 
According to Trotsky’s view of this theory, a backward country need not pass through the 
same sequence of stages already achieved by the advanced countries. Because of the nature 
of the global capitalist system, conditions of uneven development can also provide ripe 
grounds for revolution. For example, Soviet Russia was not as ‘industrially developed’ as that 
of England at the time for Revolution to happen as Marx predicted. The revolution can also 
take place even when it combines elements of both backward and advanced countries.  
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The Trotskyite theory of Permanent Revolution is formulated 
in the wake of 1905 Russian Revolution to explain what class 
would need to lead the coming revolution in Russia. Trotsky 
outlined the theory of permanent revolution from his cell while 
awaiting trial for his participation in the Petersburg Soviet of 
1905. Trotsky agreed with the other Russian Marxists that it 
would be initially the bourgeois-democratic in character in 
order to overthrow the Tsarist regime. In the book, RESULTS 
AND PROSPECTS, Trotsky analyzed how the conditions unique 
to Russia meant the working class would need to join the 
peasantry to overthrow the feudal class. Following Marx’s 
ideas, Trotsky asserted that it would be up to the working class 
to carry forward the struggle against the remnants of feudal 
despotism and open the way to social advancement in 
countries where capitalism had developed late, such as Russia.  

 

Trotsky further opposed the Stalin view of ‘Socialism in one country”. Trotskyism thus 
became the primary theoretical target of Stalinism in Russian Communist Circles in 1920s and 
1930s. Trotsky’s theory of “permanent revolution” held that, historically, an economic 
system had to be seen as a world system rather than a national one. All national economic 
development was affected by the laws of the world market, even though such regional factors 
as location, population, available resources, and pressure from surrounding countries made 
the rate of development different in each country. Thus, in Trotsky’s view, the Russian 
Revolution, to be permanently successful, would have to depend on revolutions in other 
countries, particularly in western Europe in order to combat the global capitalist hegemony. 

Feudal 
Nobility

•Feudal Nobility is challenged 
by the Petty Bourgeoise

Petty 
Bourgeoise

•Contends against the Feudal Nobility. 
Establishes Democratic instituitons, but 
continues to carry on capitalist interests 
and dismiss working claass interests

Proletarait 
(The Working 

Class)

• Need to continue the 
'permanent revolution' to 
prevent the hegemony of 
petty bourgeoise
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Trotsky thus opposed monolithic party that the Communist Party turned under the aegis of 
Stalin and called for more democracy inside and outside the party. Trotsky opined that the 
degradation and inability to sustain the Soviet Revolution was because the Revolution was 
not permanent in the sense that such a movement did not happen in all countries, at one 
time. This allowed for the world capitalist system to subdue the socialist revolution. Further, 
under the guidance of Stalin the idea of “socialism in one country” showcasing sense of 
complacency, self-sufficiency and self-centeredness of Stalin regime which declared that the 
sustenance of revolution solely depended on internal factors and are not dependent on 
revolutions elsewhere is major contention.  

SOURCES & FURTHER READING 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Permanent_revolution 

https://www.leftvoice.org/an-introduction-to-trotskys-theory-of-permanent-revolution/ 

https://www.triple-c.at/index.php/tripleC/article/view/985/1235 

MAINS QUESTION FOR PRACTICE 

1. Establish the importance of Trotskyite thought in the Marxist movement.  
2. Compare and contrast Trotsky’s views with his contemporaries.  
3. What is ‘combined and uneven development’. Explain its relevance in the pursuit of 

permanent revolution. 
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PAPER- I-B: Indian Government and Politics  
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Decline of Parliament 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 1-B: Principal Organs of the Union Government: Envisaged role and actual 

working of the Executive, Legislature and Supreme Court.  

PYQs 

1. Comment on the decline of Indian parliament. [2013/10 Marks] 

2. How does the parliament determine and influence the making of India's foreign 
policy? [2015/10 Marks] 

 

CONTEXT 

 The British political scientist, W.H Morris-Jones referred to Indian Parliament’s 
functioning in 1957 as “unmistakably a story of success.”  

 The Voter Turnout currently is comparable to the parliamentary elections in the 
developed countries like the United Kingdom and the United States at 67% at the latest 
17th Lok Sabha Elections, 2019. This shows higher voter engagement and electoral 
legitimacy accorded to the Parliamentary institutions.  

 Despite these commendable factors, we are seeing a decline in the role and 
importance of Parliament. 

 

Decline: Evidence? 

A. WORKING OF PARLIAMENT 
 Number of meetings on average per decade. The decline is almost 50% from the 

1950s.  
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1950s 2010s 

125-130 days per year 65- 70 days per year 

 Sittings of parliament has also significantly declined. Mandated hours that is a full 
term of Lok Sabha has 2689 hours. 16th Lok Sabha of 2014-19 saw only 40% of 
attendance. 

 The role of Standing Committee is to ensure that the bills are thoroughly 
scrutinized and are not passed in haste. The referral of bills to standing committees 
is declining drastically over years. (PRS Legislative Research) 

14th Lok Sabha 15th Lok Sabha 16th Lok Sabha 17th Lok Sabha 

60% 71% 27% 13% 

 
 The number of interruptions and adjournments have increased from 5.28% in 11th 

Lok Sabha to 41.6% during the 15th Lok Sabha. 
 The assurances made by the ministries in the Parliament were fulfilled to a near 

100% till 1998. Between 2004 and 2014, 99.38 per cent assurances were 
implemented. After 2014, this has dropped down to 79 per cent, with 2021 seeing 
the lowest ever record of less than 30 per cent assurances being implemented.  

 The recent Monsoon Session 2022 (July-August) is the 7th Consecutive session that 
has been cut short.  

 In the Lok Sabha, the post of the Deputy Speaker has been kept vacant for the past 
3 Years. 

 The practice of overriding normal parliamentary procedure route by enacting 
Ordinances has been practiced often. This is in direct contravention to many 
Supreme Court Judgements especially the DC Wadhwa Case, 1987 where the court 
held that ordinance is to be promulgated only in exceptional cases. Further the 
repromulgation of ordinances, court ruled is a ‘fraud on constitution’ as directed in 
the Krishna Kumar Singh Case, 2017. (Statistical Handbook 2021 published by the 
Union Parliamentary Affairs Ministry) Example: Farm Bills, 2019 

2004-2014 61 Ordinances 

2014-2021 (less than a decade) 76 Ordinances 

 

B. SOCIAL INCLUSION 
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 The number of women in the parliament though is increasing over years, still falls 
short of the global average.  Currently there are 78 Women MPs versus 464 Male 
MPs in the 17th Lok Sabha. India is ranked 153 out of 190 in the International 
Parliamentary Union rankings for Women in Parliament. PRS Legislative Research 
finds that the rate at which number of women MPs are increasing is slow. The 
continuous stalling of the 108th Constitutional Amendment Bill reserving 33% for 
Women adds to this trend. 

 The number of Muslim Parliamentarians in the 17th Lok Sabha has increased by 4 
candidates reaching a total of 27 candidates from the community. On the other 
hand, there is not a single MP from the ruling party in the parliament.  Further, the 
Muslim population in India is at 14.2% but disproportionately has only 4.42% MPs 
in the latest Lok Sabha according to research in the New Indian Express.  

 
C. PROFILE & ROLE OF PARLIAMENTARIANS 

 According to the Self-sworn affidavits submitted by the candidates, the number of 
MPs with Criminal Charges is increasing drastically in the Parliament. MPs with 
serious criminal charges like rape, terror charges, murder is also on the rise.  
(Association of Democratic Reforms). The report further informs that there has 
been a 109% increase in the number of MPs with declared serious criminal charges 
since 2009. The Nexus of criminals and politics as reported by the Vohra 
Committee of 1993 continues till today.  

4.
4
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24
.6
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WOMEN IN PARLIAMENT (IN %)
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 The influence of Money power in the electoral process of the MPs is increasing. 

Further, 88% of winners are declared crorepatis. The chance of winning for a 
crorepati candidate in the Lok Sabha 2019 is 21%, whereas the chance of winning 
for a candidate with assets less than Rs. 1 crore is 1%. (Analysis of Criminal 
Background, Financial, Education, Gender and other details of Winners, ADR 2019). 

 Each MP now is representing the needs of more people in the constituency. Due to 
the 2002: 84th amendment of the constitution has stalled the next delimitation 
exercise till 2026, the number of people each MP is representing has increased 
substantially from 8 lakh to in 1952 to 25 lakh in 2019. This reduces the focus 
accorded to the constituent citizens and declines the citizen reach to their MP. (PRS 
Research) 

 The Younger MPs in the age bracket of 25-40 years has been gradually declining 
from the first Lok Sabha at 26% to 12% in the 17th Lok Sabha.  
 

D. RAJYA SABHA AS ‘STEPNEY TYRE’ 
 The requirement that Rajya Sabha members belong/reside to the state they 

represent in the house was done away with by an amendment to the 
Representation of the People Act in 2003, allowing strategic placement and 
control of members as opposed to the intended purpose of having a second house, 
which was representation and accountability. This also opened back door for entry 
of MPs with money and muscle power into the parliament. 

 The Money Bill route has been taken often to remove the scrutiny of Rajya Sabha. 
For example, as done in the Aadhar Bill.  

 
E. FOREIGN POLICY 

43

34

30

29

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50

17th Lok Sabha

16th Lok Sabha

15th Lok Sabha

% of MPs with Serious Criminal Charges % of MPs with Criminal Charges
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 Unlike German Bundestag, where German troop movements and mandates are 
strictly controlled; India like UK has no legal requirement for parliamentary 
approval on matters of foreign policy. 

 Treaties could be entered without the need for vote in Parliament. War could be 
declared without formal authorization by the parliament. 

 The parliamentary standing Committee on External Affairs guides but with limited 
mandate as it is advisory in nature 
 

F. OTHER FACTORS CAUSING DECLINE OF PARLIAMENT 
 Poor Research support to the MPs 
 Insufficient Secretarial staff 
 Commercialization of politics 
 Erosion of Ethics in politics 
 Lack of professionalism in politics 
 Influence of Caste in candidate selection 
 Commitment of MPs to the welfare of people in their constituencies 
 Biased role of Officers of Parliament (Speaker & Deputy Speakers of Lok Sabha, 

Chairman & Vice Chairman of Rajya Sabha) 

Despite the many shortcomings, there are few factors that call for celebration: 

 Increasing Education Level of the MPs is a call for appreciation. The following table 
shows the educational attainments of the current Lok Sabha.  

 There is increase in the number of First term MPs in the current Lok Sabha. This 
ensures representation to hitherto unrepresented sections or to newer ideologies and 
fresh perspectives. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS TO OVERCOME THE DECLINE OF PARLIAMENT 

A. Legislative Measures 
 Passage of Parliament (Enhancement of Productivity) Bill, 2017 that mandates 

a minimum number of days for which parliament shall be in session. 
 NCWCR has recommended 100 days per year of functioning for Rajya Sabha 

and 120 days of functioning for the Lok Sabha. (More number of sittings will 
prevent the bills from lapsing at the end of the term and will also facilitate wider 
discussion on the bills) 

 Performance-related pay: linking salaries of the members to their attendance 
and performance 

 Reviewing the Anti-Defection Law: MPs have to tow the party lines and disrupt 
the parliament as anti-defection law gives sweeping control to the political 
parties over its members. 

 To improve the working of parliament, the constitution of an independent fiscal 
watchdog along the lines of Congressional Budget Office of USA is 
recommended to enhance the financial propriety of the governments.  

B. Implementation Measures 
 Strict enforcement of Code of Conduct: Lok Sabha has code of conduct for MPs 

since 1952, it needs to be updated and strictly enforced 
 Informed training of the members: Such Institutionalized arrangements will 

help reduce knowledge gap among members from different fields, thus leading 
to healthy parliamentary discussions. 

 Building broad consensus on the proposals introduced: This can be done by 
Pre-legislative scrutiny. Bills should be made publicly available or sent to 
respective Parliamentary Standing Committees before they are introduced in 
the legislature 

C. Innovative Measures 
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 Concept of Opposition Days: Wherein opposition set the agenda for discussion 
in the Parliament. Eg. In the UK, 20 out of 100 days are assigned for the 
opposition. Similar is the case in Canada 

 ‘Parliament Disruption Index’ (mooted by Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairperson 
Harivansh in 2019): to monitor disruptions in Parliament and State legislature 

 Productivity Meter: To measure the number of hours that were wasted on 
disruptions and adjournment 

 Formulate Annual Calendar of Sittings: Indian Parliament can emulate the 
practice of forming an annual calendar for various legislative businesses for that 
year (the USA, UK and Canada have such practice) 

 This will help government better plan the legislative business and 
reach out to the opposition. It will also give time for the opposition to 
read the proposals, thus reducing the misunderstanding and resultant 
disruption of parliament 

 Providing research support to the parliament such as LAMP Fellowship by PRS 
Legislative.  

 Enhancing the library facilities, providing digital library, research assistants in 
order to help make parliamentarians take informed decisions. 

D. Technological Measures 
  Provision of videoconferencing facilities at the Parliament. 
 Monitoring by Citizens: Sustained evaluation of performance of MPs and the 

parliament at regular intervals van be done by pressure groups and NGOs. 

BOOKS 

When Crime Pays by 
Milan Vaishnav 

 

 

 The book talks about the nexus of politics money and muscle 
power 

 The supply of criminals, Vaishnav argues is due to the collapse of 
election finance regime and breakdown of law and order 

 Criminals join politics for self-preservation, protection and 
potential financial benefits they stand to gain by holding office. 
This causes “vertical integration” where criminals rather than 
bearing the cost of maintaining politicians that help them cover 
their tracks; criminals themselves become politicians to achieve 
self-preservation. 

 Criminality gains credibility as voters elects them for their ability 
to get things done at all costs and supply what is demanded by 
the voters. 
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 He thus argues for the need to curtail the demand and supply of 
criminal politicians in the electoral market place 

 

CONCLUSION 

Democratic disruption of parliament is not always bad and can favor garnering democratic 
accountability. When Parliament is used by the executive to ignore issues and subvert 
discussions, in such situations, obstruction of parliament is not in the favor of democracy. 
Thus, government should give more opportunities to the opposition and try to bring 
consensus on critical national issues, to avoid unnecessary parliamentary disruption. 

Sources & Further Reading:  

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/main-article/decline-of-parliament-638351.html 

https://prsindia.org/parliamenttrack/vital-stats 

https://www.newsclick.in/continuing-decline-parliamentary-democracy-india 

https://theleaflet.in/the-decline-of-the-parliamentary-process-in-india/ 

MAINS QUESTION FOR PRACTICE 

1. Has Parliament as an institution seeing decline in the recent years? Examining the 
evidences recommend measures.  

2. Evaluate the decline of the Parliament.  
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THE HIJAB VERDICT 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 1-B: Fundamental Rights 

IN NEWS 

A two-judge bench of the Supreme Court has recently delivered a split verdict on the 
Karnataka government’s ban on wearing hijab in state pre-university colleges. 

BACKGROUND  

 

ABOUT CURRENT SUPREME COURT HIJAB VERDICT – SPLIT VERDICT 

1. SUPPORT FOR HIJAB WEARING - One of the judges held that ‘secularity’ meant ‘tolerance 
to diversity’. 
 He said that asking a pre university schoolgirl to take off her hijab at her school gate is 

an invasion on her privacy and dignity. 
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 It is violative of the Fundamental Right given to her under Article 19(1)(a) and 21 of 
the Constitution of India. 

 He referred to submissions that the hijab ban has led to dropout or transfer of 
students affecting their education. 

 He also countered that although school was a public place, it was not correct to draw 
a parallel between a school and a jail or a military camp. 
 

2. SUPPORT FOR HIJAB BAN - The other judge said ‘secularity’ meant ‘uniformity’ and 
upheld the Karnataka High Court ruling validating the ban on wearing hijab in classrooms. 
 He views that hijab would affect the creation of a homogenous group of students and 

would create a segmented society. 
 He rejected the argument that denying students the right to wear a headscarf also 

denies them the right to attend classes as it is a voluntary act of the students. 
 He held that adherence to uniform was a reasonable restriction to free expression that 

reinforced equality. 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS RELATED TO RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

 The Preamble of the Constitution states that India is a secular country. 
 Article 25 to 28 of Part-3 (Fundamental Rights) of the Constitution confers Right to 

freedom of religion. 
 Article 25(1) - Guarantees the freedom of conscience and the right freely to profess, 

practice and propagate religion. 



   News2Notes    PSIR  

 
NIKHIL K GOWDA InsightsIAS PSIR Faculty   18 
 

 However, the state can restrict the right for grounds of public order, decency, morality, 
health and other state interests. 

 Article 26 - Talks about the freedom to manage religious affairs subject to public order, 
morality and health. 

 Article 27 - States that no person shall be compelled to pay any taxes for the promotion 
or maintenance of any particular religion. 

 Article 28 - Talks about the freedom as to attendance at religious instruction or religious 
worship in certain educational institutions. 
 

SUPREME COURT RULING – ESSENTIAL RELIGIOUS PRACTICE 

1. In Bijoe Emmanuel vs State of Kerala (1986), students of the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
denomination were allowed to abstain from singing national anthem as it was claimed 
to contradict their religious faith. 

2. In 2004, the Supreme Court held that the Ananda Marga sect had no fundamental right 
to perform Tandava dance in public streets, since it did not constitute an essential 
religious practice of the sect. 

3. The Supreme Court of Canada in Multani case (2006) upheld the right of a Sikh student 
to wear a Kirpan while attending the class, without harming others. 

4. In 2016, the Supreme Court upheld the discharge of a Muslim airman from the Indian 
Air Force for keeping a beard, distinguishing the case from that of Sikhs who are 
allowed to keep a beard. 

 

WAY FORWARD 

 In the prevailing political climate, the Karnataka government mandating either a 
prescribed uniform or any dress that was “in the interest of unity, equality and public 
order” was seen as a majoritarian assertion in the garb of enforcing secular norms, 
equality and discipline in educational institutions. 

 A verdict that legitimizes this non-inclusive approach to education and a policy that may 
lead to denial of opportunity to Muslim women will not be in the country’s interest. 

 Reasonable accommodation should be the course as long as the hijab or any wear, 
religious or otherwise, does not detract from the uniform. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Constitution guarantees freedom of religion as a fundamental right but it is not a 
sacrosanct right and can be curtailed on some grounds. The recent judgment is a testimony 
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to this and should be followed in letter and spirit until the final Judgment by the Supreme 
Court. 

SOURCE - https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/hijab-verdict-what-is-the-bijoe-
emmanuel-case-the-sc-referred-to-8206270/  

EXPERT VIEWS 

 

 

Karnataka High Court 

 

 Petitioners have miserably failed to meet the threshold 
requirement of pleadings and proof as to wearing hijab is an 
inviolable religious practice in Islam and much less a part of 
'essential religious practice'. 

 

 

 

 
 

 "Secularism is applicable to all citizens, therefore, 
permitting one ... community to wear their religious 
symbols would be antithesis to secularism." 

 

 

JUSTICE SUDHANSHU 
DHULIA 

 
 

 "Wearing hijab should be simply a matter of choice. It may 
or may not be a matter of essential religious practice, but it 
still is, a matter of conscience, belief, expression." 
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Awarding Legal Rights to Non-humans 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 1-B: Fundamental Rights 

IN NEWS 

A report titled ‘Law in the Emerging Bio Age’ have proposed giving legal rights to plants, 
animals, and non-living entities for building meaningful human-environment relationships. 

WHAT IS THE NEED FOR AWARDING LEGAL RIGHTS TO NON-HUMANS 

A legal right is an interest accepted and protected by law. Any debasement of the legal right 
is punishable by law. 

NEED: 

 Use of modern tech - Integration of life sciences with modern technology through 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs), genetic engineering, gene editing, etc. has 
been gaining significance. 

 Human-environment relation - Granting legal rights would recalibrate human-
environment relationships. 

 Ethical conduct- It would bring ethical conduct to the field. 
 Accountability- This era will require legal intervention to hold researchers accountable 

for the impact of their work on the environment. 
 Climate change- The climate change and exploitation of natural resources requires 

laws  

EFFORTS TAKEN BY DIFFERENT COUNTRIES IN THIS REGARD 

 Ecuador is the first country in the world to recognise the rights of nature and individual 
wild animals. 

 Ecuador- In 2008, Ecuador approved a Constitution that grants tropical forests, islands, 
rivers and air, legal rights to exist, flourish and evolve. 

 The wild species and their individuals have the right not to be hunted, fished, captured, 
collected, extracted, kept, retained, trafficked, marketed or exchanged. 

 Bolivia- In 2011, Bolivia provided legal status to Mother Earth and all its components, 
which includes human beings through the Law of the Rights of Mother Earth. 

 This includes 
o The right to life and to exist. 
o The right to continue vital cycles and processes free from human alteration. 
o The right to pure water and clean air. 
o The right to balance. 
o The right to pollution-free living. 



   News2Notes    PSIR  

 
NIKHIL K GOWDA InsightsIAS PSIR Faculty   21 
 

 New Zealand- In 2017, New Zealand passed the Whanganui River Claims Settlement Bill, 
which granted legal personhood to river Whanganui which is respected by 
the Maori people. 

 Bangladesh- In 2019, the Dhaka High Court in Bangladesh recognised the river Turag as a 
living entity with legal rights and held that the same would apply to all rivers in 
Bangladesh. 

 United Nations- In 2009, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution 
proclaiming April 22 as ‘International Mother Earth Day’. 

 Later, it adopted a resolution on Harmony with Nature. 
 In 2018, the rights of wild rice were recognized. 

 

 

INDIAS STAND 
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 Constitution- Article 51-A (g) of the Indian Constitution lays down that it is the 
fundamental duty of every citizen to protect wildlife and have compassion for all living 
creatures. 

 However, such duties are not enforceable by law. 
 Legal rights to water bodies- The Uttarakhand High Court in 2017 granted the river Ganga 

and its longest tributary Yamuna the legal right to be protected and not be harmed. 
 However, the Supreme Court has ruled that Ganges and Yamuna rivers cannot be viewed 

as living entities. 
 In 2020, the Punjab and Haryana High Court passed an order declaring the Sukhna Lake 

in Chandigarh city as a living entity, with rights equivalent to that of a person. 
 Legal rights to animals- In 2018, the Uttarakhand High Court ruled that the entire animal 

kingdom has rights equivalent to that of a living person. 
 While other legal acts such as the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 and the Cruelty to 

Animals Act of 1960 exist, they do not recognize animals as individual living entities. 

CRITICISMS OF AWARDING LEGAL RIGHTS 

 In Ecuador, indigenous groups worried that granting nature rights in the country’s 
constitution would block their access to the natural resources that they relied on. 

 Since the interests of nature and humans often conflict, recognizing the rights of nature 
would entail non-negotiable bans on using non-humans as resources. 

WAY FORWARD 

 Neo-Pantheism: It is like enshrining, the idea of pantheism into 21st-century legal 
frameworks. It amounts to essentially granting personhood rights to non-human entities. 

 Beyond Numinous Rights: The rights given to non-human entities must not be seen from 
the limits of culture and religious beliefs. 

 Repositioning Laws: It is a moral duty and legal obligation of the state to protect the 
rights of animals and change animals’ legal status based on changing morality and existing 
legal principles. 

SOURCE - https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-climate/bolivia-new-
zealand-legal-rights-non-humans-8208813/  

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/oct/14/why-im-sceptical-about-giving-
legal-rights-to-animals-trees-and-rivers 
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PAPER-II-A: Comparative Politics and International 
Relations 
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For India, a Complicated SCO Summit 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 2A: Regionalization of World Politics; SCO 

IN NEWS 

Recently, Samarkand, Uzbekistan hosted the 22nd Summit of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization for its member states and Council of Heads. It was a complicated SCO summit 
for India due to conflict at various levels that complicates India’s engagement, from Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine to simmering Sino-Indian tensions. 

 

KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SUMMIT 

 The Samarkand declaration advocated “commitment to peaceful settlement of 
differences and disputes between countries through dialogue and consultation”. 

 They stress that the principles of mutual respect for sovereignty, independence, 
territorial integrity of States, equality, mutual benefit, non- interference in internal 
affairs, and non-use or threat of use of force are the basis for sustainable development 
of international relations. 

 The member countries are planning to develop common principles and approaches to 
form a unified list of terrorists, separatist and extremist organizations whose activities 
are prohibited on the territories of the SCO member states. 

 Russia is also looking at more customers for its gas as Western countries look to cut their 
dependence on it. 

 Russia suggested that the organisation should think about holding its own big athletic 
event. 

INDIA SPECIFIC HIGHLIGHTS 
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 PM Narendra Modi called on the SCO to develop reliable and resilient supply chains to 
offset the disruptions caused by Covid-19 and the Ukraine crisis and said better 
connectivity and granting "full rights" of transit facilities by member states is important 
to achieve the goal. 

 The city of Varanasi has been nominated as the first-ever SCO Tourism and Cultural 
Capital during the period 2022-2023.  

SHANGHAI COOPERATION ORGANISATION (SCO) 

 About: 
o It is a permanent intergovernmental international organisation. It was created in 2001. 
o The SCO Charter was signed in 2002, and entered into force in 2003. 
o It’s a Eurasian political, economic and military organisation aiming to maintain peace, 

security and stability in the region. 
o It is seen as a counterweight to NATO(north Atlantic treaty organization), It is a nine-

member economic and security bloc and has emerged as one of the largest transregional 
international organizations. 

 Official Languages: Russian and Chinese. 
 Permanent Bodies: SCO Secretariat in Beijing. 
 Executive Committee of the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) in Tashkent. 
 Chairmanship: It is by rotation for a year by Member States. 
 Genesis: 

o Prior to the creation of SCO in 2001, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia and Tajikistan 
were members of the Shanghai Five. 

o Shanghai Five (1996) emerged from a series of border demarcation and demilitarization 
talks which the four former Soviet republics held with China to ensure stability along the 
borders. 

o Following the accession of Uzbekistan to the organisation in 2001, the Shanghai Five was 
renamed the SCO. 

o India and Pakistan became members in 2017. 
 Current Members: Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India and 

Pakistan. 
 Iran is set to become a permanent member of the SCO in 2023. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDIA AT THE SCO 

 India became a full member in 2017.  
 Since joining SCO as a full member, India has been making positive contributions to the 

SCO processes, deliberations and its outcomes.  
 India has already made significant efforts to enhance cooperation in traditional 

medicine, science and technology, and startups and innovation.  
 This edition of SCO also becomes important in the light of India assuming rotational 

annual presidency of the SCO at the end of the summit. 
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 SCO can also be a vocal platform for New Delhi to push the agenda of regional and cross-
regional connectivity that could force Pakistan to moderate its views and approach to 
linking Central Asia and South Asia.  

 It can also be a platform where India can push for the Chabahar port project and 
International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC). 

COMPLICATIONS FOR INDIA AT SCO 

 There are new lines of fracture emerging within SCO  as there is growing unease among 
the member states at the continuing conflict in Ukraine.  

 Many states, especially the former republics of the Soviet Union, are deeply anxious 
about Russia doing a “Ukraine” on them.  

 These republics are looking to establish other partnerships — especially with China and 
Turkey, and to a lesser extent with India to enhance their strategic autonomy from 
Putin’s Russia and safeguard their sovereignty and territorial integrity.  

 Managing the affairs of the SCO that has been long dominated by Russia and China would 
have been challenging for India at any time, but the current turbulence will make it even 
harder for Delhi.  

WAY FORWARD 

 India must devote full attention in the coming year of its SCO presidency to push through 
new connectivity initiatives with Eurasia.  

 The entry of Iran into the forum opens the door for greater connectivity; so does the 
mobilization of regional support for transit to Central Asia through Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. 

 The churn in Eurasia offers India new opportunities to raise its current limiting standing 
in the region. 

MAINS PRACTISE QUESTION  

Q. What are the aims and objectives of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization? What 
importance does it hold for India? 

SOURCE - https://thediplomat.com/2022/09/for-india-a-complicated-sco-summit/  
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SCHOLAR’S VIEW 

 

 

Asoke Kumar Mukerji 

Former Permanent 
Representative of India to the 

United Nations 

 

 

 “India is well placed to collaborate with like-
minded SCO members in identifying areas of 
convergence, particularly in the socio-economic 
sphere”. 

 
Pradeep Kumar Rawat 

Ambassador 

 
 “India since its accession to Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation (SCO) has actively participated and 
has provided substantial support to various 
mechanisms across diverse domains in the forum. 
Friendship and Cooperation and core principles of 
SCO Charter – ‘equal partnership based on mutual 
trust and respect, dialogue and consensus-based 
decisions’ are more relevant today than ever.” 

 

Shivshankar Menon 

Former National Security Advisor 
of India 

 

 “India’s membership of the SCO has given a big 
thrust to its regional policy. Indian policy is rooted 
in the region and has a regional outlook. 
Membership of the SCO has given a regional 
presence and an opportunity to observe trends in 
the region, particularly in the energy market .An 
active role by India will strengthen their multi 
vector foreign policies and these countries 
perceive Indian role as a soft balancer in a region 
where geopolitical competition.“ 
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I2U2 Initiative 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 2A: Regionalization of World Politics; I2U2 

IN NEWS  

 The first-ever I2U2 Virtual Summit was held compromising of India, Israel, the UAE, and 
the US. 

 

BACKGROUND 

 I2U2 is a diplomatic group of the India, Israel, the UAE and the United States. 
o It stands for India-Israel-UAE-USA. 
o US Secretary of State Antony Blinken has used the I2-U2 moniker for the four-member 

grouping. 
 The grouping was launched in October 2021 when the first virtual meeting of the foreign 

ministers of India, Israel, the US and the UAE took place. 
 The new grouping is described as an international forum for economic cooperation. 
 This grouping is already being termed as a New Quad’ or the ‘Middle-Eastern Quad’. 
 Objective – To generate synergies that go beyond government level cooperation. 

FACTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR NEW GROUPING 

1. Abraham Accord: 
o The new grouping was possible only after the resumption of formal diplomatic 

relations between Israel and the UAE, through the Abraham Accord. 
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2. Under the Abrahamic accords promoted by the Trump Administration, the UAE, Bahrain, 
Sudan and Morocco set up formal ties with Israel in 2020. 

3. Tackling Turkey’s Regional Dominance: 
o The new Quad can be termed as a result of converging interests between India, the 

UAE, and Israel amidst Turkey’s assertive claims for the leadership of the Islamic world. 
4. US Pivot to Asia: 
o The summit comes at a time when US is seeking to lessen its footprint in the Middle 

East as part of its pivot to East Asia to tackle China’s rise. 

ABRAHAM ACCORDS 

 The Israel–UAE normalization agreement is officially called the Abraham Accords 
Peace Agreement. 

 It was initially agreed to in a joint statement by the United States, Israel and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) on August 13, 2020. 

 The UAE thus became the third Arab country, after Egypt in 1979 and Jordan in 1994, 
to agree to formally normalize its relationship with Israel as well as the first Persian 
Gulf country to do so. 

 Concurrently, Israel agreed to suspend plans for annexing parts of the West Bank. The 
agreement normalized what had long been informal but robust foreign relations 
between the two countries. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SUMMIT: 

 The grouping focused on the food security crisis and clean energy during their meeting  
 They also discussed innovative ways to ensure longer-term, more diversified food 

production and food delivery systems that can better manage global food shocks. 
 The leaders welcomed India’s interest in joining the United States, the UAE, and Israel in 

the Agriculture Innovation Mission for Climate initiative (AIM for Climate). 

FOR INDIA: 

 The grouping unveiled initiatives focused on food security and clean energy, including:  
 UAE will invest $2-billion programme to develop a series of integrated food 

parks across India. 
o Food parks will incorporate state-of-the-art climate-smart technologies to reduce 

food waste and spoilage, conserve fresh water, and employ renewable energy sources. 
o The Indian government will provide appropriate land and facilitate farmers’ integration 

into the food parks. 
 I2U2 will invest in a hybrid renewable energy project in Gujarat. 
o It will consist of 300 megawatts (MW) of wind and solar capacity, complemented by 

a battery energy storage system. 
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BENEFITS FOR INDIA 

 More flexibility to India in the region: 
o India has always supported peace and stability in West Asia which is considered as 

India’s extended neighborhood. 
o The new “Quad" will give India the flexibility to engage more freely with Israel and 

India’s partners in the Gulf region. 
o This grouping is also a strong manifestation of the changes in West Asian geopolitics. 

 Diplomacy shifts from bilateral to regional mechanism: 
o This platform strengthens India’s strategic desire to adopt a regional foreign 

policy strategy towards West Asia, transcending its bilateralism. 
o Earlier, there were three pillars to India’s West Asia policy — the Sunni Gulf 

monarchies, Israel and Iran. 
o However, with the Abraham Accord, the gulf between the Sunni kingdoms and Israel 

is being narrowed. 
o As a result, India faces fewer challenges to a regionalist approach. 

 Strategic interests: 
o While Israel is a trusted defense partner of India, the UAE is amongst the top oil 

exporters to India. 
o With India undertaking an overhaul in its defense infrastructure and the critical energy 

scenario prevailing in the world, this engagement is quite significant. 

CRITICISMS 

 The formation of this group is criticized for having the USA’s hidden agenda to “contain” 
Iran in the geopolitics of West Asia. 

 India never ever got entangled in the intra-regional issues in West Asia and critics want 
India to refrain from being part of this alliance.  

WAY AHEAD 

 The investments proposed in the recent summit will help maximize crop yields and, in 
turn, help tackle food insecurity in South Asia and the Middle East. 

 Such projects also have the potential to make India a global hub for alternate supply 
chains in the renewable energy sector. 

 Each of these countries are technological hubs, including India, which is the massive 
consumer market.  

 There are a number of areas where these countries can work together, whether its 
technology, trade, climate, COVID-19, and potentially even security as well. 
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SOURCE - https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions/2022/jul/30/what-is-for-india-in-
i2u2-2482043.html  

https://www.orissapost.com/i2u2-heres-how-india-stands-to-benefit/  

EXPERT VIEWS 

 

 

Arindam Bagchi 

Official Spokesperson 
of the Ministry of 

External Affairs of India 

 

 

 The aim of the grouping is clearly to build more efficient 
cooperation in spheres where both regions can aid each 
other’s economic security. For India, it leverages its good 
relations with Israel, the Gulf, and the US alike to build 
economic exchanges that are mutually beneficial with next to 
no downsides on the horizon. 

 

 

Narendra Modi 

Prime Minister of India 

 

 

 "By mobilising our mutual strength, capital, expertise and 
markets, we can speed up our agenda and make important 
contributions to the global economy. Amid increasing global 
uncertainty, our cooperative framework is also a good model 
for practical cooperation. 
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PAPER-II-B: India and the World
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Indian States’ Role in Foreign Policy 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 2B: Indian Foreign Policy; Determinants of foreign policy 

 CONTEXT 

The List system in India mentioned in Article 246 of the constitution calls for Seventh 
Schedule that places ‘Foreign Affairs; all matters which bring the Union into relation with any 
foreign country’ and other foreign policy matters under the Union List. This constitutionally 
narrows the space provided for the state to influence foreign policy. 

PUTTING THE PERIPHERY AT THE 
CENTER: INDIAN STATES’ ROLE IN 
FOREIGN POLICY 

In this article written for Carnegie India, 
Dr. Happymon Jacob argues that while 
the role of states in the Indian foreign 
policy making has traditionally had almost 
no role, this trend might be changing. He 
notes of 2 important reasons for the 
increasing role of states in the foreign 
policy formulation: 

1. Economic Liberalization 
2. Emergence of Coalition 

Governments; Rising influence of 
regional parties 

These two reasons he argues have created an environment conductive for states to 
proactively engage the central government on foreign policy issues that affect their interests. 

The policy of ‘Para Diplomacy’ has been followed in the current Narendra Modi government 
where the role of states in foreign policy negotiation was seen not as a hindrance but as an 
useful asset for pursuing the country’s interests abroad. This can be seen with the 
establishment of the States Division within the Ministry of External Affairs showing the 
willingness to mainstream regional voices in foreign policy matters in 2014.  

While many measures have been taken by the current administration to integrate states into 
foreign policy making, these efforts are ad hoc and functionalist than holistic and structurally 
transformative. The engagement with states is limited to promoting economic development 
and FDI, with less focus on strategic security issues. 

FACTORS SHAPING INDIA’S FOREIGN POLICY 
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The Constitution of India is unambiguous in bestowing the central government, with nearly 
absolute powers when it comes to the dual areas of foreign policy and defense.  

One important exception concerns the redrawing of borders, in which case the matter needs 
to be referred to the respective state legislature(s). Apart from this exception, all the 
legislative matters related to foreign policy, including international, interstate trade are in 
the mandate of the Union government.  

Exception Example: When the Modi government pushed to conclude a land boundary 
agreement (LBA) with its eastern neighbor Bangladesh in June 2015, it had to ensure that 
key border states, such as Assam and West Bengal, were on board.  

 

 

 

EVOLUTION OF STATES’ ROLE IN FOREIGN POLICY 

Jawaharlal Nehru 
& the Congress 
System 

 

 States had no role in the country’s foreign policy 
 Nehru’s own cabinet colleagues had no prominent role to play 

in it 
 Huge majority of Congress Party, leading to the ‘Congress 

System’ prevented any disputes to the Nehruvian Policy 
consensus. 
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 While Nehru wrote to chief ministers on foreign policy issues, 
it was mostly for informing them than consulting them. 

 Phase of political centralization thus limited states’ role in the 
foreign policy making 

After Congress 
System Decline 

 Amitabh Mattoo and Happymon Jacob argue that the 
following 4 reasons were important for weakening central 
control over foreign policy: 

1. Some states, such as Jammu and Kashmir, enjoy a special 
constitutional status that may enhance their political leaders’ 
influence on foreign policy (now revoked) 

2. Certain state leaders have the political clout to informally 
shape foreign policy making. 

3. Central coalition governments have empowered state 
governments and leaders to have a greater say on foreign 
policy because such coalitions are composed of regional 
parties, many of them located in a single state. 

4. Finally, although the constitution has not undergone change, 
the forces of globalization have created new practices and 
possibilities that have already given the states a greater role 
and will continue to do so in the future. 

Onset of Economic 
Liberalization 

The end of license raj, which involved governmental control over 
economic matters caused greater involvement of states in foreign 
business, economic policy.  

 

INSTANCES OF STATES’ ROLE IN FOREIGN POLICY 

1. Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, and other states have regularly 
organized investor summits in order to gain foreign investment. The then Andhra 
Pradesh Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu has been a key player in this regard. In 
April 2015, the Union government asked him to lead a high-level Indian delegation 
to China on its behalf. 

2. The opposition by the West Bengal government to a potential Teesta River treaty 
between India and Bangladesh has prevented the materialization of Teesta River 
Agreement. 

3. India-Bangladesh Land Boundary Agreement by the way of 100th Constitutional 
Amendment Act was concluded with the concurrence of West Bengal government.  

4. Shiv Sena, one of the then key coalition members of BJP has opposed the Jaitapur 
Nuclear Power Project. Similarly, then Chief Minister of Jayalalithaa has opposed the 
Kudankulam Nuclear Power project for which eventual negotiations by the Prime 
Minister brought her to consensus. 

5. The government of Kerala, fearing local political fallout, strongly argued for an India-
hosted trial of two Italian marines who stood accused of killing two fishermen off 
the Kerala coast in 2012. This led to a diplomatic standoff between India and Italy, 
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for which New Delhi was forced to pay a price: Italy exercised its veto power to block 
India’s entry into the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR). Italy’s move was 
likely a direct response to India’s decision to arrest and try the Italian marines in an 
Indian court. 

6. When the United States sponsored a resolution at the UNHRC in Geneva seeking 
accountability for the deplorable excesses the Sri Lankan security forces perpetrated 
against the minority Tamil population at the end of the country’s civil war, the Indian 
government, under pressure from the Tamil Nadu state government and various 
local political parties, had to support the resolution, which represented a significant 
departure “from their normal practice of not voting for country-specific 
resolutions”. 

7. In November 2013, then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh decided not to attend the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in Colombo under 
pressure from leading parties in Tamil Nadu. Clearly, the pressure applied by the 
state worked because Singh ultimately decided to skip the Colombo meeting, even 
though alienating Sri Lanka proved to be strategically costly because it helped drive 
Sri Lanka closer to China. 

8. Partnering with states to promote smart-city diplomacy with other countries. Sister-
city agreement between Kyoto and Varanasi is a case in point. And with China, 
similar city- and state-level agreements have been signed between Aurangabad and 
Dunhuang, Chennai and Chongqing, Hyderabad and Qingdao, and Karnataka and 
Sichuan. 

9. The intervention of then Gujarat Chief Minister by writing a letter to the then Prime 
Minister to refrain from ‘giving away’ Sir Creek to Pakistan prevented potential 
resolution of Sir Creek Issue. 

10.  Given the deep cultural similarities between Rajasthan (in India) and Sindh (in 
Pakistan), the central government under Manmohan Singh was willing to open the 
Munabao- Khokhrapar land route for trade, but the Rajasthan state government did 
not show great enthusiasm for the endeavor, given its fears that Hindu families may 
migrate from Sindh to Rajasthan. 

 

ROLE OF BORDER STATES IN FOREIGN POLICY MAKING & SECURITIZATION OF INDIA’S 
BORDERS 

Periphery or Border States are important in the foreign policy making as they act as connector 
between the central government and the neighbouring countries or regions. 

For instance, India’s China policy has potential implications for Arunachal Pradesh, Jammu 
and Kashmir, and Sikkim. India’s Pakistan policy has implications for Gujarat, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Punjab, and Rajasthan; India’s policy toward Nepal has implications for Bihar, 
Sikkim, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, and West Bengal; India-Bangladesh relations has 
implications on Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Tripura, and West Bengal. 
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These great Himalayan linkages can be seen as a constraining factor or as a great regional 
foreign policy connector. Potential relations, for example, can be forged with the Punjab-
Punjab connect (India & Pakistan Relations). 

WAY FORWARD: INSTITUTIONALIZING INDIAN STATES’ FOREIGN POLICY ROLE 

 Strengthen existing coordination mechanisms such as the Inter-State Council and 
National Development Council. 

 Allow state governments to place personnel in new and existing institutions, 
empowering state-level officials to coordinate with Indian central government officials 
and foreign diplomats in state capitals, foreign capitals, and New Delhi. Indeed, the 
MEA already has branch secretariats in key state capitals such as Chennai, Guwahati, 
Hyderabad, and Kolkata.  

 Institutionalize ways for top officials in the Ministry of External Affairs to regularly 
meet and consult with their leading counterparts in state governments. 

 State governments should consider creating their own institutional frameworks to 
engage the central government on foreign policy issues. For instance, the state 
government of Kerala has a Department of Non-Resident Keralites Affairs headed by a 
secretary-level officer. 

 A potential accord called the Center-State Investment Agreement (CSIA), which 
would help the central government better implement any bilateral investment treaty 
it signs with foreign countries. CSIA, in other words, would help the central 
government coordinate with states on matters relating to the management of foreign 
direct investment (Finance Minister’s 2016 Budget Speech) 

EXPERT/SCHOLAR VIEWS 

Amitabh Mattoo 

 

“The Constitution gives the central government in 
New Delhi virtually exclusive jurisdiction over foreign 
and defense policy. The states have, with some 
notable exceptions, played little role in formulating or 
implementing the country’s foreign relations” 
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National Commission to Review 
the Working of Constitution 

(NCRWC) 

 

In its final report, the commission thoughtfully 
recommended “that for reducing tension or friction 
between States and the Union and for expeditious 
decision-making on important issues involving States, 
the desirability of prior consultation by the Union 
Government with the inter-State Council may be 
considered before signing any treaty vitally affecting 
the interests of the States regarding matters in the 
State List.” 

 

C. P. Bhambhri 

 

C.P. Bhambhri argues that “India is likely to pay a very 
heavy price if it makes foreign policy a football game 
where ‘regionalists’ begin to dictate and decide the 
directions of policy.” 

Sanjoy Harazika 

 

Establishing a “foreign policy unit” for the minister of 
external affairs and the chief ministers of the 
country’s northeastern states to meet and weigh in 
on foreign policy issues including “trade and security” 
as well as “migration and navigation.” This unit, as 
Hazarika argues, could be developed as part of the 
North Eastern Council, which falls under the Ministry 
for the Development of the North Eastern Region. 

 

SOURCE : https://carnegieindia.org/2016/10/10/putting-periphery-at-center-indian-states-
role-in-foreign-policy-pub-64724 

MAINS QUESTION FOR PRACTICE 

1. Do States in India have a constructive or obstructive role to play in influencing the 
foreign policy? Illustrate with suitable examples. 
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India-Russia Trade Relations 
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 2B: India and the Global Centers of Power; Russia 

FACTUAL CONTEXT 

 In 2020, Indian exports to Russia amounted to a meager 1.1% of India’s total 
exports. The biggest category has been packaged medicines.  

 In 2020, 1.6% of Indian imports originated from Russia. High value products like 
nuclear reactors, gas turbines and potassic fertilizers are included in import basket. 

 Compared with 2019, 2020 saw higher trade volume. More trade volume is 
expected to accrue through 2022 and beyond especially due to rising imports of 
Russian oil.  

 Only 3% FDI inflow from Russia. Russian investment fails to fulfill the transfer of 
knowledge factor as part of FDI inflow.  

 

Indo-Russia trade relations has focused on 3 key areas: 

 India’s dependence on Russian miliary products 
 India’s energy cooperation with Russia especially in terms of constructing nuclear 

reactors 
 Growing purchases of Russian Oil and interest in Natural gas (especially after CAATSA 

and the need to diversity sources of oil and gas away from volatile Middle East) 

Analysis of the trade Relation: 

 Growing imports of Russia Oil is only a temporary move especially since it is an attempt 
by desperate Russia to get quick income by offering at a special discounted price. The 
trend might not continue once Russian economy bounces back. 
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 Though the volume of trade is low between the countries as compared to China or 
USA, the latter don’t hold as much strategic value of trade basket as the trade with 
Russia.  

 Russian defense exports are cheaper as compared to other sources. Thus, significant 
part of defense imports to India shall be sourced from Russia in the coming years. 

Source: https://thediplomat.com/2022/10/on-clay-feet-political-bonhomie-wont-save-
india-russia-trade/ 

QUESTION FOR PRACTICE: 

1. Examine India-Russia economic relationship in light of ongoing Russia-Ukraine War. 
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India’s Act East Policy and the Northeast: Bridging Spaces or 
Widening Schisms? 

Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 2B: India and South Asia; India's "Look East" policy 

CONTEXT 

The focus on North East India is crucial for inclusive and balanced growth of the country, 
and Act East Policy is a crucial step in this direction. 

ABOUT ACT EAST POLICY 

 The ‘Act East Policy’ was announced in November 2014 at the 12th ASEAN-India Summit 
in 2014 held in Myanmar. 

 Act East Policy is the successor of Look East Policy which was promulgated in 1992. 
 Unlike Look East which focused on Economic Cooperation with ASEAN nations, Act East 

focuses on the extended neighborhood in Asia-Pacific and involves Security cooperation 
as well. 

 It aims at promoting economic cooperation, connectivity, trade cultural ties and 
developing a strategic relationship with countries in the Indo-pacific region with 
a proactive and pragmatic approach and thereby improving the economic development 
of the North Eastern Region (NER) which is a gateway to the South-East Asia Region.    

 AEP provides an interface between North East India including the state of Arunachal 
Pradesh and the ASEAN region. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR NORTH EAST INDIA FROM INDIA’S ACT EAST POLICY 
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1. Economic & Connectivity- 
 The region will directly benefit from the economic projects with ASEAN like Kaladan 

multi modal project and Free trade agreement with ASEAN. 
 Infrastructure connectivity projects like Urja Ganga project will connect North east 

Grid with National Grid.  
 National waterway 2 will boost affordable intra-region connectivity. 
 The ASEAN region and Japan can act as a ready market for industries in the North east 

region. 
2. Cultural- 

 The ancient cultural connectivity between North east region and ASEAN will act a key 
for people to people connectivity and promote regional peace and inter-government 
relationship. 

 Further, India has historical connectivity with Eastern region through spread of 
Buddhist values in South East Asia, Japan and China. 

3. Strategic- 
 The eastern region is significant in the changing geopolitical scenario in which 

significance of Indo-Pacific is growing.  
 North east is the key to connect with the region in the changing scenario. 
 The border dispute as considered by China in the North east region required better 

cooperation with other regional countries and also boosting infrastructure in the 
region. 

4. Political- 
 Multiple means of Institutional framework are promoting India’s cooperation with the 

region which acts as a bridge among nations. 
 India has been cooperating with not only democracies but also Military rule in 

Myanmar reflects flexibility in partnership. 
 India has been able to do surgical strikes in Myanmar against anti-India groups due 

to smooth cooperation between the two. 

IMPEDIMENTS FOR NORTH EAST IN HARNESSING OPPORTUNITIES 

While the policy is well intentioned, there are certain challenges that need to be tackled at 
domestic as well as international levels to make it a success. Some of the impediments are- 

1. Political- 
 Chinese intervention in the region as the country considers some areas as part of 

China. 
 China has gained round among ethnic Chinese across the region. It is also assumed that 

certain anti- India groups has linkages with groups in Myanmar and China. 
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 Naga peace talks have not been successful and people protest against AFSPA 
regularly. 

2. Economic- 
 First, unstable political environment in the region pushes away economic investments 

in the region from the eastern partners. 
 Second, the pandemic has further tightened the domestic spending in the region. 

3. Others- 
 China views India as a rival in the Indo pacific region and it pushing infrastructure 

connectivity in border areas at a faster pace.  
 Secondly, deep pockets of China make it easy to connect the region through its projects 

like Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 
 Inadequate connectivity of the region with the mainstream. 

SUGGESTIONS TO IMPROVE THE RELATIONS 

 The government should complete the tasks promised in the Delhi Declaration 2018. 
This includes: 

 The digital connectivity projects in Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam.  
 the Trilateral Highway (TH) and 
 The Trilateral Motor Vehicle Agreement (MVA). 

 There must be empowering of states by the government to play a better role under the 
Act East Policy. For instance, a Northeast branch of NITI Aayog can be set up to bridge 
the gaps between the Centre and States while implementing the Act East. 

 The government should also focus on regional groupings like BIMSTEC which is a natural 
connector of South and Southeast Asia.  

 Countries must enhance the negotiation process to conclude BIMSTEC MVA, BIMSTEC 
coastal shipping agreement, and BIMSTEC TFA (Trade Facilitation Agreement). 

 The development cooperation projects for the Act East should be put in fast-track 
by avoiding cumbersome documentation and bureaucratic procedures. For this, EXIM 
Bank of India should open its branches in all South, Southeast and East Asian countries. 

 Further, coordination between Prime Minister’s Office, Ministry of Finance, and 
Ministry of External Affairs needs to be enhanced for timely implementation. 

 The government should reap the low hanging fruits in India- Southeast Asia countries.  
 For instance, international flights can be started from Imphal to other countries for 

boosting medical tourism. Imphal’s Shija Hospital has already become a favourite 
destination of Myanmar people for health check-ups. 

 The country should expand the outreach of Act East policy by adding neighbouring 
countries like Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. This would enable better development of 
India’s Eastern and Northeastern states. 
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CONCLUSION 

India must take a fresh look at its Act East policy and the impacts of unsatisfactory economic 
performance and sectarian politics at home. The country must revamp its policy in such a 
way that its soft power enhances in the Southeast Asian region. This would produce 
multiplier effects in achieving the intended objectives of Act East policy. 

SOURCE- https://thewire.in/politics/bridging-spaces-widening-schisms-look-east-policy-northeast 

EXPERT VIEWS 

 

Fareed Zakaria 

Indian-American journalist 

 

 The Look East policy was first intended as an 
economic strategy to boost India’s trade and 
investment relations with the Southeast Asian 
region. Over the years, it not only expanded its 
geographical reach but has also assumed significant 
strategic and political dimensions. With Modi’s 
adoption of the Act East policy, the strategic factor 
has assumed greater salience. 

 

 

S. Jaishankar 

Minister of External Affairs of 
India 

 
 The North East region instead of being considered 

merely as a frontier, will then be thought about as a 
hub in itself. Its resources and skills will get larger 
and ready markets, in and out supply lines will be 
shorter, access will be diverse and manifold, and 
intensity of economic activities will rapidly and 
deeply capture many more segments. 

 

Ram Nath Kovind 

Former President of India 

 

 Look East Policy was upgraded to Act East Policy, 
which brought about a paradigm shift and marked a 
significant change in the potential role of the 
northeast region. Emphasis was placed on increased 
connectivity, security, stability and development. 



   News2Notes    PSIR  

 
NIKHIL K GOWDA InsightsIAS PSIR Faculty   45 
 

India-UK  
Syllabus: GS 2; PSIR: Paper 2B: India and the Global Centers of Power; UK 

IN NEWS 

The Diwali timeline for an FTA was announced enthusiastically by the former prime minister 
of the UK during his visit to India. But the Diwali draft completion deadline was not achieved 
due to deadlock in the final stages of the India-UK free trade agreement (FTA) negotiations. 

 

INDIA-UK FTA 

 There are nearly 600 U.K. companies in India employing more than 3,20,000 people. 
 Products manufactured in India, by companies like JCB and Hindustan Unilever, 

are exported to over 110 countries across the globe supporting the vision for 
an Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

 Also, India is already a big investor into the U.K., especially in dynamic sectors such 
as fintech, electric vehicles and batteries. 

 In 2020-21, India was the U.K.’s second largest source of investment in terms of number 
of projects. 

 However, given the size of the two economies — the fifth and sixth largest in the world 
— India-UK trade relationship in particular has underperformed. An FTA will change that. 
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FREE TRADE AGREEMENT 

 A free trade agreement is a pact between two or more nations to reduce barriers to 
imports and exports among them.  

 Under a free trade policy, goods and services can be bought and sold across 
international borders with little or no government tariffs, quotas, subsidies, or 
prohibitions to inhibit their exchange. 

 The concept of free trade is the opposite of trade protectionism or economic 
isolationism. 

 

HOW A FREE TRADE AGREEMENT WORKS? 

1. In the modern world, free trade policy is often implemented by means of a formal 
and mutual agreement of the nations involved. However, a free-trade policy may 
simply be the absence of any trade restrictions. 

2. A government doesn't need to take specific action to promote free trade. This 
hands-off stance is referred to as “laissez-faire trade” or trade liberalization. 

3. Governments with free-trade policies or agreements in place do not necessarily 
abandon all control of imports and exports or eliminate all protectionist policies. In 
modern international trade, few free trade agreements (FTAs) result in completely 
free trade. 

 In the U.S. and the E.U., free trade agreements do not come without regulations and 
oversight. 

 

SIGNIFICANCE OF INDIA-UK FTA 

1. Democracy and diaspora: 
o Both India and the UK are vibrant democracies, with a partnership built on shared 

history and rich culture.  
o The diverse Indian diaspora in the UK, who act as a “Living Bridge”, adds further 

dynamism to the relations between the two countries. 
2. Better productivity: 
o The FTA with the UK is expected to provide certainty, predictability and transparency 

and will create a more liberal, facilitative and competitive services regime. 
3. Export: 
o FTA negotiations with the UK are expected to increase our exports in Leather, Textile, 

Jewellery and processed Agri products.  
o India is also expected to register a quantum jump in the export of Marine Products 

through the recognition of 56 marine units of India. 
4. Market access: 
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o The Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAs) on Pharma could provide additional 
market access.  

5. Service Sector: 
o There is also great potential for increasing exports in service sectors like IT/ITES, 

Nursing, education, healthcare, including AYUSH and audio-visual services.  
o India would also be seeking special arrangements for movement of its people 

6. Employment: 
o The Agreement would help generate direct and indirect employment in both nations. 

7. Value Chains: 
o The FTA will also contribute in integrating value chains and help augment the mutual 

efforts to strengthen the resilience of supply chains. 

REASON FOR DELAY IN FINALIZATION OF FTA 

1. Bitter Past:  
o The bitter legacies of the Partition, anti-colonial resentment and Britain’s prejudices 

and its perceived tilt to Pakistan have long complicated the engagement between 
India and the UK. 

2. Political Negativity:  
o While there is no way of fully separating South Asian and British domestic politics, 

India’s problems have been accentuated by the British Labour Party’s growing political 
negativity towards India. 

3. WTO related issues:  
o Interim FTA that do not convert into full FTAs can also face challenges from other 

countries at the World Trade Organization(WTO) because the latter only permits for 
the preferential treatment between countries which have bilateral agreements 
between them. 

4. Domestic Politics:  
o The large South Asian diaspora in the UK transmits the internal and intra-regional 

conflicts in the subcontinent into Britain’s domestic politics. 
5. Engagement with EU:  

o The UK needs to sort out its own internal deliberations on the future of its trajectory 
with the EU.  

6. Data Localization: 
o Data localization and UK companies being allowed to bid for Indian government 

contracts are among the issues causing a possible deadlock in the final stages of the 
India-UK free trade agreement (FTA). 

7. Visa Concessions  



   News2Notes    PSIR  

 
NIKHIL K GOWDA InsightsIAS PSIR Faculty   48 
 

o UK has “reservations” over India being offered some sort of “open borders” visa 
concessions. 

8. Negotiations on key issues of mobility/migration and tariffs are expected to continue 
towards a non-time-bound second phase of the agreement. 

WAY FORWARD 

 Towards Stronger Indo-UK Ties: Through its Indo-Pacific tilt, the U.K. is finally carving out 
a direction and purpose to its post-Brexit foreign policy. And it is this prioritization that 
has opened up a new window for New Delhi and London to quickly finalize their FTA. 
o India is showing a newfound flexibility in engaging with its partners on trade. 

Moreover, strategic partnerships without strong economic content would have no 
meaning in the Indo-Pacific, where China’s economic clout is growing by the day. 

o It is a unique “now or never” moment and the two sides seem willing to seize it 
despite the challenges. 

 Opportunities for India: India has an extraordinary opportunity to transform its economy 
and society in the next 30 years. 
o Freer trade with the U.K. will help through greater access to a highly open and 

competitive market, offering valuable opportunities for India’s booming companies 
— for example giving Bengaluru’s start-ups direct access to London’s capital 
markets. 

o Lower barriers coupled with greater regulatory certainty would incentivize new 
small and medium-sized enterprises to export their goods and services. 

MAINS QUESTION 

Q. Discuss the importance that the launch of formal Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between 
India and UK holds for the two countries. 

SOURCE - https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/india-uk-fta-talks-face-deadlock-
over-data-report/2705041/  
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STATS OF MAINS: 
 PRS India Annual Review of State Laws 2021 Report has estimated the functioning of 

State legislators.  
 In 2021, state assemblies met on an average of 21 days only. 
 17 states have met for less than 20 days. {Kerala has the highest attendance of 

61days, Odisha 43 days and Karnataka 40 days} 
 44% of bills in state legislatures were passed within a day. 
 8 states passed Bills were passed on the same day they were introduced. 
 Less than 10% of the Bills were referred to committees for examination. 
 75% of Bill's received assent from the Governor within a month. 
 Kerala promulgated 144 ordinance other states have averaged 5 

 PRS India Police Reforms in India Report, CAG and Bureau of police research and 
development, 
 Expenditure on police accounts for 3% of Central and State government budgets. 
 There is 24% vacancies in state police forces and 7% in central police forces. 
 The Sanctioned police strength is 181 police per 1 lakh persons. But the actual 

strength is 137 police. (UN recommends 222 police per lakh persons) 
 Crime per lakh population has increased by 28% over the last decade. 
 Only 47% cases secured convictions under Indian Penal code. Law commission has 

observed that this is due to poor quality of investigations. 
 CAG (Comptroller Auditor General of India) Audits have found shortages in 

weaponry with state police forces. For example Rajasthan and West Bengal had 
shortages of 75% and 71% respectively in required weaponry. 

 The Bureau of Police research and Development has noted a 30.5% deficiency in 
stock of required vehicles. 

 Funds dedicated for modernization of police infrastructure are not utilized fully. For 
example only 14% funds were utilized by states. 

 Global Cyber security Index released by: ITU (International telecommunication union) 
o India has ranked 10th in the index and has received 4th position in the Asia Pacific 

region. 
o US is at 1st, UK 2nd and Saudi Arabia & Estonia at 3rd 
o The Index is based on 5 parameters: 
o Cyber security, Legal measures, technical measures, organizational measures, 

capacity development, and cooperation 
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