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The Union Ministry of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) 
has granted an in-principal clearance for 
the diversion of 130.75 sq km of forest 
in Great Nicobar Island for the Nicobar 
project. The project is implemented by 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrat-
ed Development Corporation (ANIID-
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GS1
Modern Indian history 

 
NADAPRABHU KEMPEGOWDA

Direction: 
Just go through the life of Nadaprabhu Kempegowda and his 
achievements. Revise the Vijaynagar Kingdom.

Context: 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled the statue of Nadaprabhu 
Kempegowda installed at the Kempegowda International Airport 
in Bengaluru. Called the Statue of Prosperity, it weighs 220 tonnes 
and has a sword with a weight of 4 tonnes.
The structure has been termed the “first and tallest bronze statue 
of a founder of a city” by the World Book of Records.

About Kempegowda:
He was a 16th-century chieftain under the erstwhile Vijayanagara 
Empire. He is credited with laying the foundation of what is today 
known as Bengaluru city in 1537. He is revered in parts of southern 
Karnataka, especially by the Vokkaliga community which is domi-
nant in the Old Mysuru.

His Achievements:
• Against Social Evils: He abolished the practice of cut-

ting the fingers of the left hand of an unmarried woman 
during a custom known as Bandi Devaru.

• Infrastructure: He is also known to have developed 
around 1,000 lakes in the city to cater to drinking and ag-
ricultural needs.

• Literature: The ruler knew multiple languages, besides 
Kannada, and even authored a Yakshagana play in Telugu 
named Gangagaurivilasa. 

About the Statue:
Ram Vanji Sutar, renowned sculptor and Padma Bhushan awardee, 
designed the statue. Mr Sutar had also built the Statue of Unity in 
Gujarat and the statue of Mahatma Gandhi in Bengaluru’s Vidhana 
Soudha.  

Insta Links: 
Vijaynagara Empire

Mains Link:
Q. Krishnadeva Raya, the King of Vijayanagar, was not only an ac-
complished scholar himself but was also a great patron of learn-
ing and literature. Discuss. (UPSC 2016)

Prelims Link: 
Q . With reference to Indian history, which of the following state-
ments is/are correct?
1. The Nizamat of Arcot emerged out of Hyderabad State.
2. The Mysore Kingdom emerged out of Vijaynagara Empire.
3. Rohilkhand Kingdom was formed out of the territories occupied 
by Ahmad Shah Durrani.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below.
(a) 1 and 2
(b) 2 Only
(c) 2 and 3
(d) 3 Only
Answer: A
 

Issues related  to women 

HOW IS INDIA PLANNING TO END 
CHILD MARRIAGE

Direction: 
Gives a glimpse of the issue. Aspirants can make notes in brief. 

Context: 
UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme to End Child Marriage team is 
on a visit to India to witness state interventions which have helped 
reduce the prevalence of child marriage. 

Child marriage - marriage solemnized between two people where 
the female is below the age of 18 years or the male is below the 
age of 21 years. 

Status of child marriage in India
UNICEF says, with on third of all cases, India is home to the larg-
est number of child brides in the world. While there has been a 
decline in the incidence of child marriage nationally (from 54% in 
1992-93 to about 23% (2020-21)) and in nearly all states, the pace 
of change remains slow, especially for girls in the age group 15-18 
years. 

• Pandemic has increased the instances of Child Marriage. 
• Child marriage is more prevalent in rural areas (48 per 

cent) than in urban areas (29 per cent).
• States with a large population of tribal poor have a higher 

prevalence of child marriage.

Reasons for the prevalence of child marriage in India 
• Lack of education: Level of education determines the age 

of marriage. Around 45% of women with no education 
and 40% with primary education married before the age 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/medieval-indian-history/vijayanagara/


Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 5

of 18 (NFHS-4).
• Patriarchal attitudes: Child marriage is often seen as a de-

fence against premarital sex, and the duty to protect the 
girl from sexual violence and harassment is transferred 
from father to husband.

• Declining sex ratio: The declining sex ratio has led to the 
growth of a practice known as Atta Sata where a daughter 
is exchanged for a daughter-in-law, irrespective of her age 
(evident in rural parts of northern states)

• Ineffective implementation of the law: Lack of proper age 
documentation, lack of protection for the human rights of 
children, ineffective implementation of laws like PCMA, 
2006 is also a major hurdle in eliminating child marriages.

• Economics of marriage - Girls are often seen as a liability 
with a limited economic role. In poor communities, mar-
rying off a daughter means one less mouth.

• Cultural practices -The practice is closely associated with 
pious occasions such as Akha Teej in Rajasthan when 
mass child wedding takes place.

Other determinants of Child Marriage:

             

 

Consequences of child marriage:
• It violates children’s rights
• Results in more infant and maternal deaths
• Stunted growth (NFHS-5: prevalence of child stunting is 

35.5% in 2019-21)

Laws and policy interventions:
• Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006
• Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012
• Centralised schemes like the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
• West Bengal’s Kanyashree scheme offers financial aid to 

girls wanting to pursue higher studies
• Bihar and other States have been implementing a cycle 

scheme to ensure girls reach safely to school, and U.P. has 
the scheme to encourage girls to go back to school.

Raising the legal age of marriage as a tool to curb child marriage: 
Recently the cabinet has approved increasing the marriage age of 
women from 18 to 21. If implemented, it will bring the age of mar-
riage for both men and women to par.

How the raising the age will help to curb Child mar-
riage 

• Increasing marriage will delay the women’s responsibili-
ty which is attached to marriage – Marriages come with 
gender specific responsibilities to women which includes 
child baring. Thus, increasing the marriage age will delay 
this responsibility and give a chance to women for self-de-
velopment. 

• Ensures gender equality in the marriage age - Different 
ages of marriage promote the Stereotype that wives must 
be younger than their husbands.

• Outlaw child marriages and prevent the abuse of minors
• Enormous benefits on social and economic fronts include 

lowering the Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR), improve-
ment of nutrition levels and more opportunities for wom-
en to pursue higher education and careers. 

Limitation of the measure to curb the child marriage 
• Limited success of the legal measures in the past 

	 According to NFHS-5 (2019-21), the prevalence 
of underage marriages remains high, with 23% 
of women between 20 and 24 years of age mar-
ried before the age of 18. 

	 At the same time, the detection of such mar-
riages remains low, with only 785 cases regis-
tered under the law in 2020.

• Laws cannot be the shortcut towards social reforms – So-
cial reforms should be brought through improving social 
indicators like health, education and awareness of the ill 
effects of child marriage. At the same time incentivises 
the girl child as well as parents towards the late marriage. 

	 For example - It is found that the decline in child 
marriages was not a result of the law penalis-
ing it as much as more women getting educated 
and employed. 

• Laws without wide societal support often fail to deliver, it 
will only lead to more illegal cases coming up.

• Possible increase of sex-selective abortions - Increasing 
the legal marriage age without changing patriarchal social 
norms can result in parents feeling even more ‘burdened’ 
by what they view as an additional responsibility of the 
girl child, which in turn could lead to an increase in sex-se-
lective practices.

Way forward 
• Investing in girls’ education- According to the NFHS-4, 

the median age of marriage increases from 17.2 years for 
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women with no schooling to 22.7 years for women with 
12 or more years of schooling. 

• Economic and social empowerment of girls- Financial 
empowerment of women has proven to alter the family 
structure by giving women more role in decision making.

• Targeted social and behavioural change communication 
(SBCC) campaigns

• Ensuring mandatory registration of all marriages, births, 
and deaths through a system, as a means to track mar-
riages and the age of marriage.

• Raising social awareness on health, nutrition, regressive 
social norms and inequalities

• Child Marriage Free Villages like Odisha which now has 
over 12,000 such villages

• Financial incentives to tribals brides for postponing mar-
riages has declined child marriages in Odisha.

• Shivraj Patil Committee report in 2011: Ensuring that 
Child Protection Committees and Child Marriage Prohibi-
tion officers are doing the job and activating community 
support groups

Case study:
Karnataka: 
Percentage of child marriages in Karnataka (from 42% in 2005-06 
to 21.3% in 2019-20). Several thousand child marriage prohibition 
officers have been notified in Karnataka and 90,000 local gram 
panchayat members have been oriented to spread awareness of 
child marriage.

Conclusion 
One should not address a problem immediately by legislation. One 
needs to understand the core societal issue. Girls need to get equal 
opportunities in terms of health, education, and living. Bringing in 
more women to the workforce like in South Korea and Japan can 
also help to improve gender imbalance and solve issues of early 
marriages

Mains Links:
Q. Bring out the reasons for the prevalence of child marriages in 
India. Will the raising of the legal age of marriage for girls help 
mitigate the issue? Discuss. (15M)
 

GS2
Structure, organization and functioning of the Judiciary

COLLEGIUM SYSTEM OF AP-
POINTMENTS OF JUDGES TO THE 

HIGHER JUDICIARY

Context: 
Recently, the Union Minister of Law and Justice criticised the col-

legium system under which appointments of judges to the High 
Courts (HC) and the Supreme Court (SC) are made, as opaque. 
Background: The National Judicial Appointments Commission 
(NJAC) was a proposed body which would have been responsible 
for the recruitment, appointment and transfer of judges to the HCs 
and SC. It was established by amending the Constitution of India 
through the 99th Constitutional Amendment Act-2014. However, 
in 2015 it was struck down by the SC on the grounds of endanger-
ing judicial independence.

About the Collegium system:
• It is the way by which judges of the SC and HCs are ap-

pointed and transferred. 
• It is a five-member body, which is headed by the incum-

bent Chief Justice of India (CJI) and comprises the four 
other senior most judges of the court at that time. 

	 A High Court collegium is led by the incumbent 
Chief Justice and two other senior most judges 
of that court.

• Judges of the higher judiciary are appointed only through 
the collegium system and the government has a role only 
after names have been decided by the collegium. 

	 Names recommended for appointment by a 
High Court collegium reach the government only 
after approval by the CJI and the SC collegium.

	 The role of the government in this entire process 
is limited to getting an inquiry conducted by the 
Intelligence Bureau (IB) if a lawyer is to be ele-
vated as a judge in a HC or the SC. 

	 The government may also object to and seek 
clarification on the collegium’s choices, but if the 
collegium reiterates the same names, the gov-
ernment is bound to appoint them.

• The collegium system is not rooted in the Constitution or 
a specific law promulgated by Parliament, rather it has 
evolved through judgments of the SC.

The evolution of the Collegium system - Three Judges 
Cases:

• S.P. Gupta & Others v. Union of India, 1981: The opinion 
of the CJI had no primacy over the opinion of the Chief 
Justice of the HC, thus, both have equal importance in the 
consultation process.

• Advocate on Record Association v. UoI, 1993: The court 
overruled the above case and held that in the matters of 
appointment and transfer of Judges the view of CJI has 
the greatest significance. 

• In re Presidential Reference case (1998): The recommen-
dation made by the CJI without following the consultation 
process for appointment of SC and HC Judges is not bind-
ing on the government.

Criticism of the Collegium system:
• According to the critics, the system is non-transparent, 

since it is seen as a closed-door affair with no prescribed 
norms regarding eligibility criteria, selection procedure. 

• The system is opaque and not accountable. Judges do not 
appoint judges all over the world, but in India, they do.
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Way ahead: 
The Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) - an agreement between 
the judiciary and the government (came into existence after NJAC 
was struck down) that outlines the criteria for appointing judges to 
the SC and HCs, must be followed in letter and spirit.

Insta Links: 
The Court and the problem with its collegium

Mains Links:
Q. Critically examine the Supreme Court’s judgment on ‘National 
Judicial Appointments Commission Act, 2014’ with reference to 
appointment of judges of higher judiciary in India. (UPSC 2017)

A COURT OF THE FUTURE: 
FINE-TUNING MECHANISMS OF 
ACCOUNTABILITY WITHIN JUDI-

CIARY

Direction: 
This was an editorial article. You may take a few points from the 
way forward as innovative measures. 

Context: 
The Supreme Court of India renders ultimate judgment on deci-
sions not only of the High Courts (18 for 28 states + 8 UTs) but also 
national and state tribunals operating throughout India.

Related Constitutional provisions (Article 141): 
• The law declared by the Supreme Court shall be binding 

on all courts within the territory of India. This means, 
there is hardly any area of legislative or executive activity 
that escapes the scrutiny of the highest court.

Precautions SC needs to take in the future:
• Preserve its independence: It is best protected by the 

judges themselves through institutions established by 
statutes or judicial decisions. For example, the Collegium 
system.

• Efficient court/case management: 
	 It is important for reducing the backlogs of pend-

ing cases (over 4.5 crores across all courts in In-
dia).

	 The SC had drawn up a fine blueprint for case 
management. For example, fast track, normal 
track and slow track - to be 3 three different 
tracks. However, most of the HCs have not im-
plemented this blueprint due to their autono-
mous constitutional status.

Way ahead:
• A system of judicial accountability by enacting a law.

	 Best practice: The USA’s Judicial Councils Act, 
1980 confers powers on bodies composed of 
judges to take action against a judge charged 

with misconduct.
	 Judicial governance demands judges to be ethi-

cal: They must make annual financial disclosure 
statements public, rather than confidentially to 
their respective chief justices. It is done by jus-
tices of the US Supreme Court.

• Integrated court/case management: It is time that the SC 
be given direct responsibility for the functioning of the 
HCs, allowing not just the HCs but also the SC to function 
as an effective court.

Conclusion:
• As India’s highest court, the SC must strive to retain public 

trust in the established courts.
• This can be accomplished if judges set an example of the 

highest moral-ethical conduct for all. 
• “What a great man does, other men do; the standard he 

sets up, by which the others move.”(Annie Besant transla-
tion of the Third Discourse in the Bhagavad Gita)

Insta Links: 
Independence of Judiciary

Mains Links:
Q. What do you understand by ‘Judicial Independence’? How can 
the independence of the judiciary be provided and protected in 
India? Critically examine.

INCLUSION OF DALIT CHRIS-
TIANS, DALIT MUSLIMS IN SC LIST

Context: 
Case for the inclusion of Dalit Christians and Dalit Muslims on the 
list of Scheduled Castes is being heard in the Supreme court.

Central Government justification for the exclusion of 
Dalit Christians and Dalit Muslims from the Scheduled 
Castes list are: 

•	 “Foreign” origins of Islam and Christianity as opposed to 
Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism (although the govern-
ment has not directly said so).

•	 The identification of Scheduled Castes is centred around 
a specific social stigma [and the connected backwardness 
with such stigma] that is limited to the communities iden-
tified in the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950

•	 Scheduled Castes converts to Buddhism embraced Bud-
dhism voluntarily at the call of Dr Ambedkar in 1956 on 
account of some innate socio-political imperatives. The 
original castes/community of such converts can clearly 
be determined. However, this cannot be said in respect 
of Christians and Muslims who might have converted on 
account of other factors.

•	 Article 14 forbids class legislation but does not forbid clas-
sification.

Who is included in the Constitution Order of 1950?
•	 The Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order of 1950 
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recognised only Hindus as SCs.
•	 Amendments 1956 and 1990:

o Included Dalits who had converted to Sikh-
ism (1956)

o Included Dalits who had converted to Bud-
dhism (1990).

o Both amendments were aided by the reports 
of:

	 Kaka Kalelkar Commission in 1955
	 High Powered Panel (HPP) on Mi-

norities, SC/ST in 1983.

Why are Dalit Christians excluded?
•	 The practice of “untouchability: It was a feature of 

the Hindu religion and its branches, not Islam or 
Christianity.

•	 The Registrar General of India: had cautioned the 
government that SC status is meant for communities 
suffering from social disabilities arising out of the 
practice of untouchability.

•	 A mandate in rules for inclusion: Framed in 1999, it 
requires RGI approval.

•	 Clause (2) of Article 341 for inclusion: Dalits who con-
verted to Islam or Christianity belonged to different 
caste groups, as a result of which they cannot be 
categorised as a “single ethnic group (required for 
inclusion)”.

Case for inclusion:
•	 Several Independent Commission reports have docu-

mented the existence of caste and caste inequalities 
among Indian Christians and Indian Muslims.

•	 Casteism: Even in Sikhism and Buddhism, casteism is 
not present and yet they have been included as SCs.

•	 Advocate representing Dalit Christian bod-
ies: Empirical evidence did not exist for including Sikh 
or Buddhist converts either and yet they were 
included as SCs.

Registrar General of India:
•	 Established in 1949 under the Ministry of Home Af-

fairs.
•	 To develop a systematic collection of statistics on the 

size of the population, its growth, etc.
•	 Later, this office was also entrusted with the respon-

sibility of implementing of Registration of Births and 
Deaths Act, 1969 in the country.

•	 It arranges, conducts and analyses the results of the 
demographic surveys of India including the Census of 
India and Linguistic Survey of India.

Insta Links:
Scheduled Caste

National Commission for Scheduled Castes 

Mains Links:
Q. Whether the National Commission for Scheduled Castes 
(NCSC) can enforce the implementation of constitutional reser-
vation for the Scheduled Castes in religious minority institutions. 
Examine. (UPSC 2018)

Prelims Links:

•	 National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC)
•	 Registrar General of India
•	 Article 341
•	 Minorities
•	 Kaka Kalelkar Commission

Q. With reference to National Commission for Scheduled Castes 
(NCSC), consider the following statements;

1. It is a statutory body that works to safeguard the in-
terests of the scheduled castes (SC) in India.

2. The Commission has powers to set up special courts 
for the speedy trial of offences under the Civil Rights 
Act.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Government policies and interventions.

GUIDELINES FOR UPLINKING AND 
DOWNLINKING OF SATELLITE 

TELEVISION CHANNELS IN INDIA, 
2022”

Context: 
The Union Cabinet has approved the “Guidelines for Uplink-
ing and Downlinking of Television Channels in India, 2022”.

Key Highlights:
• Ease issue of permissions to the companies/ LLPs regis-

tered in India for Uplinking and Downlinking of TV Chan-
nels

• Setting up of Teleports/ Teleport Hubs
• Use of Digital Satellite News Gathering (DSNG)/ Satellite 

News Gathering (SNG)/ Electronic News Gathering (ENG) 
systems

• Uplinking by Indian News agencies

https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-sc-st/scheduled-caste/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-sc-st/national-commission-for-scheduled-castes/
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• Temporary Uplinking of a live event
• Companies/LLPs having permission to uplink and down-

link a channel.
• Mandatory encryption: The TV Channels Uplinking in 

frequency bands other than C band are mandatorily re-
quired to encrypt their signals.

• Net worth requirement for Companies/LLPs holding per-
missions, to be as per the Guidelines at the time of re-
newals.

• Security deposit: To ensure payment of dues.

Themes for Public service broadcasting:
• Education and spread of literacy
• Agriculture and rural development
• Health and family welfare
• Science and technology
• Welfare of women
• Welfare of the weaker sections of society
• Protection of the environment and of cultural heritage
• National integration.

Importance of Guidelines:
• Ease compliance: New Guidelines ease compliance for 

Television Channels
• No prior Permission for Live Telecast of Events
• Uplink foreign channels: Indian Teleports may uplink For-

eign Channels
• Obligation to telecast content in National/Public Interest

Advantages emanating from the revised guidelines:
• Ease of compliance for the permission holder: Only prior 

registration of events to be telecast live would be neces-
sary.

• No prior permission for change of language or conversion 
of mode of transmission from Standard Definition (SD) to 
High Definition (HD) or vice versa

• A company/LLP can use News gathering equipment other 
than DSNG, such as optic fibre, Bag back, mobile, etc.

• Ease of Doing Business: 
	 Specific timelines for grant for permission
	 Limited Liability Partnership (LLP) entities can 

also seek permission
	 A news agency can get permission for a 5-year 

period (one year at present)
	 A channel can be uplinked by using facilities of 

more than one teleport/ satellite (one teleport/
satellite at present)

• Simplification and Rationalization:
	 One composite set of Guidelines
	 Structure of the Guidelines has been system-

atized
	 Penalty clause: Separate nature of penalties 

have been proposed for different types of con-
traventions (uniform penalty at present).

Insta Links:
Content regulation on TV, other platforms

Mains Links:
Q. Has digital illiteracy, particularly in rural areas, coupled with 
lack of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) accessi-
bility hindered socio-economic development? Examine with jus-
tification. (UPSC 2021)

Issues relating to Children.

THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN 
FROM SEXUAL OFFENCES (POC-

SO) ACT

Context:
• The POCSO Act brings tribals in the Nilgiris into conflict 

with the law, as youth under the age of 18 in relationships 
within or outside marriage are subject to the Act’s strin-
gent provisions.

• In another case, the High Court of Karnataka recently stat-
ed that the Law Commission of India will have to rethink 
the age criteria in the POCSO Act for having consensual 
sex.

About the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences 
(POCSO) Act:

• The Union Ministry of Women and Child Development led 
the introduction of the POCSO Act in 2012.

• The Act was designed to protect children from sexual as-
sault, sexual harassment and pornography offences, as 
well as to provide for the establishment of Special Courts 
for the trial of such offences.

• The Act was amended in 2019 for enhancing the punish-
ments for specific offences in order to deter abusers and 
ensure a dignified childhood.

Salient features:
• A gender-neutral law: The POCSO Act defines a child as 

“any person” under the age of 18.
• Not reporting abuse is an offence: Any person (except 

children) in charge of an institution who fails to report the 
commission of a sexual offence relating to a subordinate 
is liable to be punished. 

• No time limit for reporting abuse: A victim can report an 
offence at any time, even a number of years after the 
abuse has been committed.

• Maintaining confidentiality of the victim’s identity: The 
Act prohibits disclosure of the victim’s identity in any form 
of media, except when permitted by the special courts es-
tablished under the act. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/02/08/ib-ministrys-powers-to-regulate-content-on-tv-other-platforms/
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• New obligations under the POCSO Rules 2020:
	 Any institution housing children or coming in 

regular contact is required to conduct a period-
ic police verification and background check of 
every employee. 

	 Such an institution must impart regular training 
to sensitise its employees on child safety and 
protection. 

	 The institution has to adopt a child protection 
policy based on the principle of zero tolerance 
for violence against children.

POCSO Act’s performance in comparison to global 
standards:

• A 2019 Economist Intelligence Unit report ranked India’s 
legal system for safeguarding children from sexual abuse 
and exploitation as the best of the countries surveyed.

• On this metric, India outranked the United Kingdom, Swe-
den and Australia.

 

Concerns:
• Despite the existence of such comprehensive child sexual 

abuse law, the scale of such abuse is staggering. 
	 According to a recent survey, one in every two 

children is a victim of sexual abuse in India. 
	 In the vast majority of cases, the perpetrators 

are known to the victim, causing the victim to 
be hesitant to approach authorities for redress.

	 Incidents of child abuse have also risen expo-
nentially since the Covid-19 pandemic, with the 
emergence of new forms of cybercrime. 

• The general level of awareness or knowledge on the part 
of minor girls and boys of the POCSO Act remains severely 
inadequate in the country.

	 Child marriage is common among certain tribal 
groups in the country, resulting in the criminali-
sation of 17-18 years old youths due to a lack of 
knowledge of the POCSO Act.

Way ahead
Recently, the Karnataka HC has directed the State Education 
Department to set up a mechanism for educating students, at 
least from Class IX onwards about the act and its provisions.

Insta Links:
Expanding the scope of the POCSO Act

Mains Links: 
Q. To put an end to child sexual abuse, the scope of the POCSO 
act must be enhanced not narrowed. Critically comment in the 
light of recent judicial rulings on POCSO.

Bilateral, Regional and Global Groupings and Agreements

INDIA’S COUNTER-TERROR DI-
PLOMACY AND CHALLENGES 

AHEAD

Context: 
The decision to host the United Nations Security Council’s 
Counter-Terrorism Committee (UNSC-CTC) is one of several 
events planned by the Government of India to strengthen its 
counter-terror diplomacy.

How India is strengthening its counter-terror diploma-
cy?

• Last month (October), the Special Meeting of the UN-
SC-CTC was hosted by India in Mumbai and Delhi, focus-
sing on new and emerging technologies.

• Later this month (November), New Delhi will host the 
third edition of the No Money for Terror (NMFT) confer-
ence for tackling future modes of terror financing. 

• Next month (December), India will chair a special briefing 
on the Global Counter-Terrorism Architecture, looking at 
the challenges ahead.

Challenges ahead for India: 
• The foundation of the Global War on Terrorism (GWOT) is 

an unequal approach: 
	 For example, 

	◦ USA’s counter-terrorism efforts post-9/11 
attack differs from its recent approach to 
negotiate with the Taliban and then with-
drew from Afghanistan.

	◦ Pakistan was recently removed from the 
Financial Action Task Force (FATF) grey list.

	 This shows that counter-terrorism cooperation 
will become less cooperative in the future and 
counter-terrorism regimes such as UNSC Reso-
lutions 1267, and 1373, will become ineffective.

• Increasing global division over the Russia-Ukraine conflict:
	 It is not only shifting the focus from terrorism 

but is also blurring the definition of what con-
stitutes terrorism. 
	◦ For example, drone attacks by Yemeni 

Houthis on the UAE’s oil infrastructure 
were condemned as terrorist attacks while 
drone attacks on Russian ships in a port 
used for loading grain were not.

	 This division has rendered the UNSC unable to 
pass any meaningful resolutions as they are 
vetoed either by Russia, western members or 
China.
	◦ For example, India’s proposal for the Com-

prehensive Convention on International 
Terrorism (CCIT) has made very little prog-
ress due to a lack of consensus over the 
definition of terrorism.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/05/27/insights-into-editorial-expanding-the-scope-of-pocso/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/11/27/to-put-an-end-to-child-sexual-abuse-the-scope-of-the-pocso-act-must-be-enhanced-not-narrowed-critically-comment-in-the-light-of-recent-judicial-rulings-on-pocso-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/11/27/to-put-an-end-to-child-sexual-abuse-the-scope-of-the-pocso-act-must-be-enhanced-not-narrowed-critically-comment-in-the-light-of-recent-judicial-rulings-on-pocso-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/11/27/to-put-an-end-to-child-sexual-abuse-the-scope-of-the-pocso-act-must-be-enhanced-not-narrowed-critically-comment-in-the-light-of-recent-judicial-rulings-on-pocso-2/
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• Emerging technologies used for terrorism purposes:
	 Drones, biowarfare and Gain-of-Function (GoF) 

research to mutate viruses and vectors, artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) systems and robotic sol-
diers makes it easier to perpetrate mass attacks 
while maintaining anonymity. 

	 Terror financing uses bitcoins and cryptocur-
rency and terror communications use the dark 
web.

Way ahead:
• Terrorist acts of the future will grow more and more le-

thal. Thus, developing a global consensus on - 
	 What constitutes terrorism,
	 Regulating the use of emergent technologies by 

all responsible states is the need of the hour.

• Reducing global inequality, food and energy shortages, 
and adverse impacts of climate change and pandemics 
needs to be on the top of the agenda of the international 
community.

Conclusion: 
As the host of these counter-terrorism meetings, India must 
set the global narrative of not only fighting the “last war” on 
terrorism but also preparing for the next.
Insta Links: Terrorism Measures- Institutional and Legal 
Framework

 
LOSS AND DAMAGE FUNDING 
OFFICIALLY INCLUDED IN THE 

COP27 AGENDA

Context: 
At the 27th Conference of Parties (COP27) to the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 
Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, countries have agreed to discuss pro-
viding financial support to address loss and damage caused 
by climate change.

Background:
● Human induced climate change has already warmed 

the earth by 1.1 degrees Celsius, and millions of peo-
ple are now feeling the effects of rising temperatures 
and extreme weather events.

● This means that certain climate change losses and 
damages are unavoidable.

● The decision to discuss loss and damage at COP27 
follows recent climate disasters in Europe (worst 
drought in 500 years), Pakistan (worst ever flooding) 
and heat waves in many regions of the world.

About Loss and damage:
● It is used in UN climate negotiations to express the 

effects of climate change that outweigh people’s 
ability to adapt.

● It is disproportionately affecting vulnerable commu-
nities, making addressing the issue a matter of cli-
mate justice.

● While the UNFCCC has not defined loss and damage 
precisely, it is caused by extreme weather events (cy-
clones, droughts, heatwaves) and slow-onset changes 
(sea level rise, desertification, ocean acidification).

● Climate change damages can be classified as eco-
nomic losses or non-economic losses (such as loss of 
life).

Evolution of the concept:
● The appropriate response to loss and damage has 

been debated since the early 1990s when the UNF-
CCC was founded.

● Establishing accountability and compensation for 
loss and destruction has long been an aim for the 
most vulnerable Least Developed Countries Group.

● However, historically blamed for the climate catastro-
phe, rich countries have overlooked the concerns of 
vulnerable countries.

● Warsaw International Mechanism (WIM) on Loss and 
Damages was founded in 2013 with no funding mech-
anism.

● However, during the 2021 COP26 climate summit in 
Glasgow, a 3-year task force was established to con-
sider a funding arrangement for loss and damage.

Significance of including loss and damage in the main 
agenda of COP27:

● This will have the effect of mainstreaming the issue, 
requiring more frequent talks and progress.

● This has reignited the fight for justice on behalf of 
communities that have lost their livelihood.

Challenges:
● Inclusion on the formal agenda is just the beginning 

and the actual provision for climate disaster compen-
sation is still a long way away.

● Getting the rich and developed nations to contribute 
money has been a challenging battle. 

● Also, calculating loss due to climate change is diffi-
cult.

Way ahead:
● The COP27 must agree to create a Loss and Damage 

Finance Facility to help people and nations recover 
from the effects of climate change.

● India-backed Mission LiFE - a global mass effort to 
re-establish the delicate balance between man and 
nature - must be the primary strategy for combating 
climate change.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/security-issues/terrorism/terrorism-measures-institutional-and-legal-framework/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/security-issues/terrorism/terrorism-measures-institutional-and-legal-framework/
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Insta Links: 
We need a forest-led COP27

Effect of policies and politics

COULD INDIA BE A MEDIATOR BE-
TWEEN RUSSIA AND UKRAINE?

Context: 
During his first visit to Moscow since Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, India’s External Affairs Minister expressed strong 
support for dialogue and diplomacy to restore peace.

India’s reaction to the conflict:
● Expressed concern without openly condemning Rus-

sian actions.
● Emphasised the importance of the UN Charter - the 

sanctity of territorial sovereignty.
● The economic impact of the war on the “Global 

South”-the developing and less developed countries 
in Latin America, Asia, Africa and Oceania

● As a result, India strongly favours a return to dialogue 
and diplomacy. 

Why is India regarded as the best mediator?
● Neutral player: As India has walked the diplomatic 

tightrope, it has won credibility on both sides.
● Successful diplomatic involvement earlier: 

○ Preventing the attack on the nuclear power 
station at Zaporizhzhia in eastern Ukraine.

○ During the Black Sea grain shipment, discus-
sions to intervene with Russia.

● Leader of Global South: Mexico had suggested that 
the PM of India, Pope Francis and the UN Secre-
tary-General should mediate the Russia-Ukraine cri-
sis.

● Good relations with Moscow and the West: India can 
use this unique leverage to put pressure on Russia to 
end its war in Ukraine.

● Geopolitical aspirations: Peace-making might help In-
dia gain a permanent seat on the UN Security Coun-
cil.

Challenges ahead for India to be a mediator:
● Understanding the dynamics: Between Russia and 

Ukraine, Russia and the European players, Ukraine 
and European partners and move ahead cautiously.

● Experience: India has effectively negotiated in bilat-
eral and multilateral formats, but negotiating in a cri-
sis is a different question.

● Risk-taking ability in its immediate region is proven 
(surgical strikes in Pakistan), but entering a geopolit-

ical crisis of this size is different.
● Credibility: The West sees India as closer to Russia, 

as India keeps buying Russian oil at discounted prices 
despite the west’s criticism.

● Cannot afford a slide in relations with Russia:
○ Both India-Russia has strategic ties in nucle-

ar, space, defence, energy, and connectivity 
- sectors.

○ Also, India cannot afford a closer strategic 
relationship between Russia and China.

Conclusion: 
The Russia-Ukraine crisis has entered a new phase, in which 
Indian diplomacy could aid in a range of realistic ways to ad-
dress the stated challenges.

Insta Links:  
Globe-changing reverberations of the Ukraine war

Mains Link:
Q. The Ukraine conflict seems to have reached a deadlock. How 
can Indian diplomacy participate and contribute to the peace ef-
forts in the Russia-Ukraine war? Examine. (15M)

GS3

e-technology in the aid of farmers

FAO’S STATE OF FOOD AND AGRI-
CULTURE REPORT 2022 

Context: 
According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), ag-
ricultural automation might exacerbate inequality if technol-
ogy is inaccessible to small-scale producers and other mar-
ginalised groups.
Agriculture automation covers all the practices that help with 
planting and harvesting with the aid of machines and other 
devices.

Background: 
The recently released FAO’S State of Food and Agriculture re-
port 2022 looked at how agricultural automation can contrib-
ute to achieving sustainable development goals. 

Highlights of the report:
● With agricultural automation, food production be-

comes more efficient and environment friendly.
● It comes with the threat of deepening inequalities as 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/10/13/we-need-a-forest-led-cop27/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/29/editorial-analysis-globe-changing-reverberations-of-the-ukraine-war/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/29/editorial-analysis-globe-changing-reverberations-of-the-ukraine-war/
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technology becomes inaccessible to small farmers.
● Agricultural automation can lead to unemployment 

in places where rural labour is abundant and wages 
are low. 

● There are wide disparities in the spread of automa-
tion between and within countries. (Japan had more 
than 400 tractors per 1,000 hectares of arable land, 
compared with just 0.4 in Ghana in 2005)

Recommendations given in the report on how to min-
imise risks:

● Sustainable rental mechanisms – making automation 
affordable

● Automation should be avoided in labour-abundant 
regions. Instead,  focus should be on creating an en-
abling environment for adopting automation. 

● Social protection should be provided to the least 
skilled workers, who are more likely to lose their jobs 
during the transition.

Case Study - 
TROTRO Tractor in Ghana: It is a platform that connects farm-
ers and tractor operators and through thousands of tractor 
owners can provide tractor-hire services to farmers.
Krishi Yantradhare in Karnataka provides rental services to 
promote mechanisation of agriculture.

Way ahead:
● Technological progress and increased productivity is 

crucial for eliminating rural distress.
● Automation needs to be inclusive and should pro-

mote sustainability.

Insta Links:
e-Technology in the aid of farmers

Infrastructure

WHAT THE VANDE BHARAT TRAIN 
SAYS ABOUT THE LOPSIDED PRI-
ORITIES OF INDIAN MODERNITY

Context:  
With the latest edition of the Vande Bharat train, India made 
a huge leap into the future of mass transportation. However, 
it has also raised questions, as the poor may not be able to 
afford these trains.  

Examples of skewed priorities of new India:
● Medical facilities: Medical tourism Vs lack of doctors 

in Primary Health Centres.

● Education: Prestigious Universities Vs Inability of 
school children to read and understand the curric-
ulum. 

● Food security: Overflowing FCI godowns Vs Millions 
of hunger and stunted children.

● Road safety: The most basic rules of road safety such 
as breaking a red light are not enforced.

● Sports: Rich sports leagues Vs dismal global perfor-
mance at global competitions.

● Infrastructure: Ultra-modern infrastructure on river 
banks vs pollution toxicating rivers to slow death.

Reasons behind these mismatches: 
Conflict in choosing between Modernisation vs universal ac-
cess to basic things. 

Way ahead - Realising the journey to development: 
● Prioritise investment in high-quality primary health 

care and primary education, and basic infrastructure 
(like sanitation, and public transportation). 

● Focus on simple and fundamental things that India 
overlooks.

About Vande Bharat Express:
● The Vande Bharat Express/Train 18 is a semi-high-

speed, electric multiple units (no separate locomotive) 
trains launched in 2019 and is operated by the Indian 
Railways on 5 routes (as of November 2022). 

● It was designed and manufactured by the Integral 
Coach Factory (ICF), Chennai under the Make in India 
initiative. 

● Superior features of this new-age train: Reclining 
seats, automatic fire sensors, CCTV cameras, Wi-fi with 
on-demand content, etc.

Insta Links: 
Infrastructure

Mains Links:
Q. “Investment in infrastructure is essential for more rapid and 
inclusive economic growth.” Discuss in light of India’s experience. 
(UPSC Mains 2021)

https://www.insightsonindia.com/agriculture/e-technology-in-the-aid-of-farmers/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-economy-3/infrastructure/
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Science and Technology- applications and effects in everyday life

NEW HOPE FOR MALARIA VAC-
CINE

Context: 
The World Health Organization’s (WHO) recently approved 
RTS, S/AS01 (Mosquirix) developed by GlaxoSmithKline for 
immunising children against malaria was a big milestone after 
decades of gradual progress.

About Malaria disease:
Malaria is a mosquito-borne infectious disease that affects 
humans and other animals. It is caused by the bite of the 
female Anopheles mosquito that is infected with a malarial 
parasite. 

There are five kinds of malarial parasites out of which Plas-
modium falciparum (parasite is responsible for 70% of cas-
es in India), and Plasmodium vivax (globally, the commonest 
ones).

Need to develop vaccine:
● According to the WHO’s World Malaria Report 2021 -

○ Globally, there were an estimated 241 mil-
lion malaria cases in 2020 in 85 malaria-en-
demic countries. 

○ India - 1.7% of malaria cases and 1.2% of 
deaths globally.

○ Most of this increase came from countries in 
the WHO Africa Region, which accounted for 
95% of cases.

○ Malaria deaths increased by 12% globally in 
2020 compared with 2019, the majority of 
whom are children under the age of five.

● Given the parasite’s very complex life cycle that cor-
relates with protective immunity has been difficult.

● 

About the RTS, S/AS01 (Mosquirix) vaccine:

Decoding the name of the vaccine:
○ RTS - it was engineered using genes (repeat 

(‘R’) and T-cell) of the protein of the Plasmo-
dium falciparum malaria parasite together 
with a viral surface antigen (‘S’) of the hepa-
titis B virus (HBsAg).

○ This protein was then mixed with addition-
al HBsAg to improve purification, hence the 
extra “S”. 

○ To boost immune responses, all pro-
tein-based recombinant vaccines rely heav-
ily on a strong adjuvant (help vaccines work 
better). RTS, S is formulated with an adju-
vant called AS01 developed at GSK.

                                                                                                             

Case of India - Why hasn’t India been more successful 
in developing such vaccines?

● There is a significant gap in the establishment of safe 
and scientifically robust control human infection 
models for diseases such as malaria or influenza.

What is required: 
● Touted as the pharmacy of the world, India should be 

able to lead the world in vaccine development and 
production.

● Long-term funding, and regulatory and logistic pro-
cesses is required for hassle free working of scien-
tists. 

Insta Links:
RSTV: IN-DEPTH- MALARIA VACCINE

Mains Link:
What is Mosquirix, the first malaria vaccine to get the WHO’s 
backing?

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/05/21/rstv-in-depth-malaria-vaccine/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/10/07/what-is-mosquirix-the-first-malaria-vaccine-to-get-the-whos-backing/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/10/07/what-is-mosquirix-the-first-malaria-vaccine-to-get-the-whos-backing/
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Environmental Conservation

GOVERNMENT NOTIFIED 
E-WASTE (MANAGEMENT) RULES 

2022

Context: 
The government has notified E-waste (management) rules 
2022, which will come into force from 1 April next year and 
apply to every manufacturer, producer, refurbisher, disman-
tler and recycler of e-waste. 

Key provisions of the Rules:
•	 Restricted the use of hazardous substances in manu-

facturing electrical and electronic equipment having 
adverse impact on human health and the environ-
ment.

•	 Increased the range of electronic goods.
•	 Targets fixed: Producers of electronic goods have to 

ensure at least 60% of their electronic waste is col-
lected and recycled by 2023. Companies will report 
these on an online portal. 

•	 Extended Producer Responsibility Certificates: This 
will allow the offsetting of e-waste responsibility to 
a third party. 

•	 ‘Environmental compensation’ to be imposed on 
companies that don’t meet their target.

•	 Role of State Governments: Earmarking industrial 
space for e-waste dismantling and recycling facilities, 
undertaking industrial skill development and estab-
lishing measures for protecting the health and safety 
of workers engaged in the dismantling and recycling 
facilities for e-waste.

•	 Role of manufacturers: Make the end product recy-
clable. 

•	 Role of Central Pollution Control Board: Conduct ran-
dom sampling of electrical and electronic equipment 
placed on the market to monitor and verify the com-
pliance of reduction of hazardous substances provi-
sions.

Impact of E-Wastes: 
Toxins’ harmful health impact on humans includes damage to 
the brain, heart, liver, kidneys and skeletal system. They can 
also have a significant effect on neurological and reproduc-
tive systems, resulting in sickness and birth abnormalities.

•	 E-Waste refers to all items of electronic and electri-
cal equipment (EEE) and its parts that have been dis-
carded by their owner as waste without the intent of 
re-use. India is the third-largest e-waste generator in 
the world after China and the USA (Global E-waste 
Monitor 2020). 95% of e-waste in India is recycled by 
the informal sector.

Background of the Issue:
Under E-Waste Management Rules 2016, it is mandatory for 
the organization to comply with the Extended producer re-
sponsibility of recycling e-waste. Complying with that, most 

firms outsourced recycling to organizations called Producer 
Responsibility Organizations (PRO). CPCB has registered 74 
PROs.

In May 2022, Environment Ministry issued a draft notifi-
cation that does away with PRO and dismantlers and vests 
all responsibility of recycling with authorized recyclers, only 
a handful of whom exist in India.
Now, Authorized Recyclers will source a quantity of waste, 
recycle them and generate electronic certificates. Companies 
can buy these certificates equivalent to their annual 
committed target and thus do not have to be involved with 
engaging PROs and dismantlers.

Conclusion:
Recent government data shows that E-waste recycling has 
doubled in the country from a rate of 10% in 2017-18 has 
risen to 20% in 2018-19. What is needed is a sound market-
based incentive that encourages both demand and supply-
side factors to voluntarily adopt e-waste recycling. In this 
respect, the e-waste clinic at Bhopal is a pilot project wherein 
e-waste will be collected door-to-door or could be deposit-
ed directly at the clinic in exchange for a fee, which needs to 
be studied for its success.

Insta Links
E-Waste management 

Mains Links
Q. The Electronic waste, or e-waste, is one of the fastest-growing 
waste streams worldwide. Discuss the measures that are needed 
for the safe disposal of e-waste in the country. (250 Words)

Prelims Link
Q. Due to improper/indiscriminate disposal of old and used com-
puters or their parts, which of the following are released into the 
environment as e-waste? (UPSC 2013)

1. Beryllium
2. Cadmium
3. Chromium
4. Heptachlor
5. Mercury
6. Lead
7. Plutonium

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
(a) 1, 3, 4, 6 and 7 only
(b) 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 only
(c) 2, 4, 5 and 7 only
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7
Answer: B

https://www.drishtiias.com/daily-updates/daily-news-analysis/ngt-asks-for-action-plan-on-e-waste-in-three-months
https://www.insightsonindia.com/environment/environment-pollution-and-control/waste-management/e-waste/
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DYNAMIC GROUND WATER RE-
SOURCE ASSESSMENT 2022 RE-

PORT

Direction: 
Water is always an important and favourite topic of UPSC. 
Always have notes prepared on the different aspects of water 
use. 

Context:  
An assessment report on groundwater by the Central groun
d water board and States/UTs was released recently. (Under 
Ministry of Jal Shakti)

Key findings:
•	 India is the largest user of Groundwater (GW) ( ac-

counting for 1/4th of total withdrawal)
•	 87% of GW is used for Irrigation
•	 GW extraction has declined and the number of 

over-exploited units (extraction > recharge) has de-
creased. 

•	 Currently, 67% of GW units are safe (extraction< 70% 
of recharge), 14% Overexploited and 4% at the Crit-
ical level.

•	 Extraction is very high in Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan 
etc. 

Reasons for use of ground waters in irrigation- 
•	 Erratic monsoon - Successive droughts and erratic 

rainfall have led to excess extraction of groundwater.
•	 Subsidy: Low prices or free electricity offers an incen-

tive for the unchecked lifting of groundwater.
•	 Green revolution caused the overuse of groundwater.
•	 Water-intensive crops: Government encourages 

farmers to produce water-intensive crops like rice 
and sugarcane through increased minimum support 
prices (MSP).

Problems associated with such rampant use: - 
•	 Lowering of the water table: The World Bank predicts 

that by 2032, around 60 per cent of aquifers in the 
country will be in a critical state.

•	 Reduction of water in streams and lakes: A substan-
tial amount of the water flowing in rivers comes from 
the seepage of groundwater into the streambed. De-
pletion of groundwater levels may reduce water flow 
in such streams.

•	 Land subsidence: A lack of groundwater limits biodi-
versity and dangerous sinkholes result from depleted 
aquifers.

•	 Increased costs for the user: As the depleting ground-
water levels lower the water table, the user has to 
delve deep to extract water. This will increase the 
cost of water extraction.

•	 Deterioration of water quality: Groundwater that is 
deep within the ground often intermingles with salt-
water that we shouldn’t drink.

•	 Saltwater contamination can occur ( western Indian 
states)

•	 Interrupts water cycle: Groundwater depletion inter-
rupts the ‘natural’ water cycle putting disproportion-
ately more water into the sea.

•	 Impacts food security: As large aquifers are depleted, 
the food supply and people will suffer.

Additional Points:

Concept of Participatory irrigation management (PIM)

PIM is hinged around developing cooperation with and in-
volvement of farmers in the operation, management, and 
maintenance of the irrigation systems at secondary and ter-
tiary levels through the “Water User Associations” (WUAs). 

One Water Approach: 

                                         

Conclusion
The effective answer to the groundwater crisis is to inte-
grate conservation and development activities, from water 
extraction to water management, at the local level; making 
communities aware and involving them fully is therefore crit-
ical for success.

Insta Links
Growing water crisis and One water Approach (OWA)

Mains Links
Q. Bring out the problems associated with groundwater irrigation 
in India. Critically analyse the role of Participatory Irrigation Man-
agement (PIM) in improving agricultural production on a sustain-
able basis. (15M)

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/09/15/growing-water-crisis-and-one-water-approach-owa/
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Prelims Link
Consider the following statements: (UPSC 2015)

1. The Accelerated Irrigation Benefits Programme was 
launched during 1996-97 to provide loan assistance 
to poor farmers.

2. The Command Area Development Programme was 
launched in 1974-75 for the development of wa-
ter-use efficiency.

Which of the statements given above is/ are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: B

GS4
Application of Ethics

DEATH IN US GENE THERAPY 
STUDY – ETHICAL ISSUES

Context: 
The lone volunteer in a unique study involving a gene-editing 
technique has died – this has raised concerns regarding the 
cause behind and ethical issues behind gene editing technol-
ogy.

Terry Horgan, a 27-year-old died last month. He was under 
trial with a gene-editing tool called CRISPR to treat Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy, the rare, genetic muscle-wasting disease 
which is caused by a mutation in the gene needed to produce 
a protein called dystrophin.
About Gene Editing: 

It is a type of genetic engineering in which DNA is inserted, 
deleted or replaced in the genome of an organism using arti-
ficially engineered nucleases, or “molecular scissors.  
Ethics of Gene Editing:

                           

Insta Links:
Q. What are the ethical concerns involved in gene editing tech-
nology? Discuss. (10M)

Facts for Prelims

GS1
Indian Heritage and Culture

GURU NANAK

Context: 
The 553rd birth anniversary of Sikh Guru Nanak Dev is cele-
brated on November 8, 2022.

Guru Nanak Dev: 
• He was the founder of Sikhism and the first of the ten 

Sikh Gurus. 
• He establishes a unique spiritual, social and political plat-

form based on equality, fraternal love, goodness, and mo-
rality through the notion of ek Onkar (one God).

• His remarks are recorded in the Guru Granth Sahib - Sikh-
ism’s holy text.
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• His birth is commemorated as Guru Nanak Gurpurab all 
across the world.

                    

Prize

NATIONAL FLORENCE NIGHTIN-
GALE AWARDS 2021

Context: 
President presented the award to the nursing profession.
Florence Nightingale was a British Nurse, Statistician and so-
cial reformer, born in Florence, Taly (1820). 

• Her effort during Crimean War (1854-56), by curing pa-
tients, calculating mortality data and showing how im-
provements made in sanitary methods would reduce the 
number of deaths, won her recognition. 

• She is also known as the land with the lamp and the 
founder of modern nursing. 

National Florence Nightingale Awards was instituted in 1973 
by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to recognize 
meritorious service rendered by nursing professionals in India
To mark the 200th anniversary of Florence Nightingale, WHO 
announced the year 2020 as the year of the Nurse and Mid-
Wife. 
                                                             

PULITZER PRIZE

Context: 
A Jammu and Kashmir political party recently stated that the 
people of J&K are being punished for excelling in life follow-
ing the repeal of Article 370, as evidenced by preventing a 
Kashmiri journalist (Sanna Mattoo) from accepting the Pulit-
zer Prize in person.

Background: 
• Reuters news agency’s four Indian photographers - Dan-

ish Siddiqui, Adnan Abidi, Sanna Irshad Mattoo and Amit 
Dave have won the 2022 Pulitzer Prize for feature photog-
raphy for their coverage of India’s Covid-19 crisis.

• In 1937, Indian-American journalist Gobind Behari Lal, a 
member of the Ghadar Party in America, became the first 
Indian to receive the Pulitzer Prize for journalism.

About the Pulitzer Prize: 
• It is an annual award for achievements in newspapers, 

magazines, online journalism, literature, and musical 
composition. 

• It was established in 1917 by provisions in the will of Jo-
seph Pulitzer (a newspaper publisher) and is administered 
by Columbia University, US.

Article 370 of the Indian Constitution:
• It exempted J&K from the application of the Indian Consti-

tution (except Article 1 and Article 370 itself) and permit-
ted the state to draft its own Constitution. 

• It restricted the Indian Parliament’s legislative powers in 
respect of J&K. 

• For extending a central law on subjects included in the 
Instrument of Accession (IoA), mere “consultation” with 
the state government was needed, however, in the case 
of other matters, “concurrence” of the state government 
was mandatory. 

Modern History/Personality

RAJA RAMMOHAN ROY

Context: 
The Raja Rammohun Roy Library Foundation of the Ministry 
of Culture recently organised a dance drama program titled 
‘Yugpurush Raja Rammohun Roy’ based on the theme ‘Nari 
Samman.’

Background: 
● The program, was organised at Kartavya Path and In-

dia Gate (Central Vista). 
● A one-year-long celebration was launched by the 
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Ministry of Culture, Government of India on May 22, 
2022, on the occasion of the 250th birth anniversary 
of Raja Rammohun Roy, as part of the Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav.

                                                         

Q. In collaboration with David Hare and Alexander Duff, who of 
the following established Hindu College at Calcutta? (2009)

(a) Henry Louis Vivian Derozio 
(b) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 
(c) Keshab Chandra Sen 
(d) Raja Rammohan Roy
Ans: (d)

SRI KANAKA DASA, MAHARSHI 
VALMIKI, MAULANA AZAD, 

ACHARYA KRIPALANI

Context: 
The Prime Minister of India paid tributes to saint poet Sri 
Kanaka Dasa, Maharshi Valmiki, Maulana Azad and Acharya 
Kripalani (for multiple reasons).

About these personalities:
● Kanaka Dasa (1509–1609) was a Haridasa saint and 

philosopher, who was a renowned Carnatic music 
composer, poet, reformer and musician.

● Maharshi Valmiki is celebrated as the harbinger-poet 
in Sanskrit literature. He is revered as Adi Kavi - the 
first poet, and author of Ramayana (the first epic 
poem).

● Abul Kalam Azad (1888 - 1958) was an Indian inde-
pendence activist and a senior leader of the Indian 
National Congress. He was also the first Minister of 
Education in the Indian government. His birthday is 
celebrated as National Education Day.

● Jivatram Bhagwandas Kripalani (1888-1982), popu-
larly known as Acharya Kripalani, was an Indian pol-
itician best known for his presidency of the Indian 
National Congress during the 1947 power transfer.

                                                       

AFZAL KHAN

Context:
The Supreme Court sought reports on the demolition drive 
around Afzal Khan’s tomb from Maharashtra’s Satara district 
administration.

About Afzal Khan:
● He was a general who served the Adil Shahi dynasty 

of Bijapur Sultanate in India and played an import-
ant role in its southern expansion by subjugating the 
Nayaka chiefs who had taken control of the former 
Vijayanagara territory.

● In 1659, the Bijapur government sent Afzal Khan to 
subjugate Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, where he was 
defeated and killed at the Battle of Pratapgad (near 
Satara).

About Adil Shahi dynasty: 
It was founded by Yusuf Adil Shah, that ruled the Sultanate 
of Bijapur, centred around present-day Bijapur district, Kar-
nataka from 1489 to 1686, when it was eventually conquered 
by Emperor Aurangzeb and was integrated into the Mughal 
Empire.
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CHATRAPATI SHIVAJI MAHARAJ

Context: 
The Maharashtra government said that it is working to return 
“Jagdamba” - Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s sword, from Lon-
don to India by 2024, the 350th anniversary of the Maratha 
ruler’s coronation as Emperor of his empire.

Background: 
● Shivaji IV presented the sword (not a genuine gift 

as the British extracted it through coercion) to King 
Edward VII, then Prince of Wales, during his tour of 
India in 1875-76.

● Lokmanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak made the first effort 
to bring back the sword when he went to London.

Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
● Shivaji Bhonsale I (1630-1680), popularly known as 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, was a Maratha ruler 
from the Bhonsle clan.

● From the declining Adil Shahi sultanate of Bijapur, 
Shivaji carved out his own independent kingdom, lay-
ing the foundation of the Maratha Empire.

● At Raigad Fort in 1674, he was formally crowned Ch-
hatrapati (Emperor) of his empire.

                    

Geography

BEAVER BLOOD MOON

Context: 
Earth, moon and sun will align to produce a total lunar eclipse 
for the last time until 2025.
A total lunar eclipse occurs when the Earth casts its shadow 
completely over a full moon, blocking the reflection of all di-
rect sunlight from the lunar orbit and dimming the colour of 
the moon to a reddish hue, hence the term “blood moon.”

This is only possible when the orbits of the Earth, moon and 
sun align so that the moon is directly behind Earth relative to 
the sun.

Why red?
The reddish appearance of the lunar surface – the moon does 
not entirely disappear from view – is caused by rays of sun-
light around the outer edge of the eclipse shadow, or umbra, 
being filtered and refracted as it passes through Earth’s at-
mosphere, bathing the moon indirectly in a dim copper glow.
The degree of redness depends on atmospheric conditions 
that vary with levels of air pollution, dust storms, wildfire 
smoke and even volcanic ash.
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Places in News

MAPPING
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T
ribes in News

JANJATIYA GAURAV DIWAS

Context: 
To commemorate the contribution of the tribal freedom 
fighters, the Ministry of Education is celebrating the ‘Janja-
tiya Gaurav Divas’.
The government had declared 15th November as ‘Janjatiya 
Gaurav Divas’ dedicated to the memory of brave tribal free-
dom fighters.
15th November is the birth anniversary of Birsa Munda who 
is revered as Bhagwan by tribal communities across the coun-
try. 

About Birsa Munda:
•	 Birsa Munda was an iconic freedom fighter, social re-

former, and revered tribal leader of the country, who 
fought bravely against the exploitative system of the 
British colonial governmet.

•	 He organized and led the tribal movement, giving a 
call for “Ulgulan” (Revolt, 1899-1900) to the tribals. 

Society and Social Justice

NIVESHAK DIDI

Context: 
India Post Payments Bank (IPPB), conducted India’s First Float-
ing Financial Literacy Camp with an initiative called ‘Niveshak 
Didi’ to promote Financial Literacy.
‘Niveshak Didi’ initiative is based on the ideology of wom-
en for women as in rural area women feel more comfortable 
sharing their queries with a female itself.
The Floating Financial Literacy Camp was conducted among 
the local residents around the world-famous Dal Lake of Sri-
nagar, J&K. 
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GS2
Polity

EWS QUOTA CONSTITUTIONAL

Direction: 
We will give a descriptive analysis of the judgement in the 
coming days. 
Context: The Supreme Court upheld the validity of reserva-
tion to economically weaker sections (EWS) of society among 
the general category by a majority judgment of 3:2.

Arguments by Judges: 
Favours: 
The state can make special provisions and the exclusion 
of SEBCs (STs, SCs, and OBCs) doesn’t violate the equality 
code. Reservation should have a deadline to usher in an egali-
tarian society. Efforts should be made to eliminate the causes 
of backwardness.

Against the quota: 
Reservation on the basis of economic criterion is per se valid, 
but excluding others who are backward (SC/ST/OBC/SEBC) is 
a violation of the basic structure. All the poorest, regardless 
of caste or class, are discriminatory. 

Government’s View: 
The 10% quota was not an addition to the 50% ceiling on the 
reservation. It said the EWS quota was an “independent com-
partment”. The government has assured to increase seats by 
25% in its institutions to accommodate the EWS quota.

Background: 
The 10% EWS quota was introduced under the 103rd Con-
stitution (Amendment) Act, 2019. It inserted Article 15 
(6) and Article 16 (6). Economic reservation in jobs and ad-
missions in educational institutes for Economically Weaker 
Sections (EWS) among forward communities.

 
                            

22ND LAW COMMISSION

Context: 
After two and a half years, the 22nd Law Commission of India 
has been constituted with Justice (retd) Rituraj Awasthi as its 
head. Commission would have a tenure of three years.
Terms of reference of 22nd Law Commission:

•	 Identify laws which are no longer needed or relevant 
and can be immediately repealed

•	 Examine the existing laws in the light of Directive 
Principles of State Policy and suggest ways of im-
provement and reform 

•	 Suggest such legislation as might be necessary to im-
plement the Directive Principles 

•	 Revise the Central Acts of general importance so as 
to simplify them and remove anomalies, ambiguities 
and inequities

The Law Commission of India is a non-statutory body that is 
constituted by a notification of the Government of India, with 
definite terms of reference to carry out research in the field 
of law. 

•	 The Commission makes recommendations to the 
Government (in the form of Reports) as per its terms 
of reference.

•	 The Law Commission was first constituted in 1955 
and has so far submitted 277 reports.

                                                

50TH CHIEF JUSTICE OF INDIA 
(CJI)

Context: 
Justice D Y Chandrachud was sworn in as the 50th Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) by the President of India.
Important benches D Y Chandrachud has been part of:

● Ayodhya land dispute
● Right to Privacy
● Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act (include un-

married women for abortion)
● Decriminalising same-sex relations (Sec 377)
● Validity of the Aadhaar scheme

https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Reservation.png
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● Sabarimala temple entry of women

Appointment of CJI:

                                                

ELECTORAL BOND 

Context:
A day after the Centre approved the issuance of the 23rd 
tranche of electoral bonds, the move came under fire from 
the Opposition, civil society groups and activists.
Background: 

● The Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) had 
filed a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) petition in the 
Supreme Court, requesting that the 2018 Electoral 
Bond Scheme be scrapped outright.

○ Electoral bonds can be purchased from se-
lect State Bank of India branches by any In-
dian person or corporation incorporated in 
India under the scheme.

● The timing of the issuance is being questioned in 
light of the upcoming Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat 
Assembly elections and the case has been slated for 
hearing in the SC on December 6.

                                              

ARTICLE 142 OF THE INDIAN CON-
STITUTION

Context:
The Supreme Court, invoking its exceptional jurisdiction un-
der Article 142 of the Constitution, ordered the early release 
of all six remaining convicts in the Rajiv Gandhi assassination 
case.

Background:
● Former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi was assassinat-

ed on the night of May 21, 1991, in Sriperumbudur, 
Tamil Nadu.

● In the case, the TADA or Terrorist and Disruptive Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act trial court initially convicted 
26 people to death. 



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 25

● In 1999, a few years after the TADA Act was repealed, 
the SC upheld the conviction of only 7, releasing the 
rest.

● The recent SC order noted that none of those con-
victed was a part of the nucleus of the assassination 
team.

About the Article 142: 

                                            

AADHAAR

Context: 
Government has recently changed Aadhar rules saying that 
Aadhaar holders will be able to update their supporting doc-
uments every 10 years from the date of enrolment.

Aadhaar is a 12-digit unique identity number (the world’s 
largest database)  that can be obtained voluntarily by the cit-
izens of India and resident foreign nationals who have spent 
over 182 days in twelve months immediately preceding the 
date of application for enrolment, based on their biomet-
ric and demographic data. 

It is Collected by the Unique Identification Authority of In-
dia (UIDAI), a statutory authority established in January 
2009 by the Government of India, under the jurisdiction of 
the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, fol-
lowing the provisions of the Aadhaar Act, 2016.

                      

RULE OF LAW INDEX 2022

Context: 
World Justice Project released this report, saying the global 
Rule of Law has declined for the fifth year in a row.

•	 India has been ranked 77 (out of 140 countries)
•	 Topped by Denmark

Key observations:
•	 Authoritarian trends that predate the pandemic con-

tinue to erode the rule of law
•	 Checks on executive power are weakening and re-

spect for human rights is falling
•	 Rule of law is a key underpinning of democracy, 

which is faltering in many countries around the world

The rule of law is the political philosophy that all citizens and 
institutions within a country, state, or community are ac-
countable to the same laws, including lawmakers and leaders.
The World Justice Project (WJP) is an independent, multidis-
ciplinary organization working to create knowledge, build 
awareness, and stimulate action to advance the rule of law 
worldwide. 

                                                   

REPORT ON MUNICIPAL FINANC-
ES

Direction: 
You can mention this in GS main answers
Context: Recent RBI report on municipal corporations high-
lighted that there has been no appreciable improvement in 
their functioning despite the institutionalization of the struc-
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ture of local governance in India showing their inefficiencies.

Findings:
•	 Most municipalities only prepare budgets and review 

actuals against budgeted plans but do not use their 
audited financial statements for balance sheet and 
cash flow management, resulting in significant inef-
ficiencies.

•	 State governments have not set up state financial 
commissions (SFCs) in a regular and timely manner 
even though they are required to be set up every five 
years.

•	 Municipal Finance is dominated by Property tax col-
lection (about 50% of total collection)

•	 Capital expenditures of municipalities are minimum 
while revenue expenditures rising 

Recommendations by RBI:
•	 Should adopt sound and transparent accounting 

practices 
•	 MCs should explore different innovative bond and 

land-based financing mechanisms to augment their 
resources.

•	 Municipalities in India need to balance their budgets 
by law (similar to FRBM)

•	 Any municipal borrowing needs to be approved by 
the State government

•	 Create pooled financing mechanism and credit rating 
system

                                                     

Government Initiative and Policies

DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITIES

Context:  
UGC has come up with new UGC (Institutions Deemed to be 
Universities) Regulations, 2022 thus replacing the previous 
2019 guidelines. The new regulation is in line with New Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) 2020. 

Deemed-to-be-university is an accreditation granted to high-
er educational institutions in India by the Department of 
Higher Education, which imparts the academic status and 
privileges of a university. There are over 150 such institutions 
currently. 

Now institutions need not be in existence for a minimum of 
20 years before they can apply for the tag of “Deemed to be 
Universities”.

The basic criteria for institutions to have this tag is having 
multi-disciplinary programmes and courses (more than 5); ac-
creditation of over 3.1 CGPA by NAAC three years in a row etc. 

MGNREGA

Context: 
Union Rural Development Ministry has removed the exist-
ing cap of 20 simultaneous works per gram panchayat and 
increased it to up to 50, on account of the large size of the 
gram panchayat.

Other contentious issues: 
Centre is alleged to owe ₹19 crores for social audit in MGN-
REGA, but it has given only ₹2.69 crores till now; the Gov-
ernment has reduced person days under MGNREGA, thus im-
pacting the job security of the poor in the states. 
Previously, the Centre had accepted various recommenda-
tions of the Parliamentary Standing Committee. 

About MGNREGS:
•	 It guarantees “the right to work”, by legally providing 

at least 100 days of wage employment in rural India.
•	 Implementation: The Ministry of Rural Development 

(MRD) in association with state governments. It is 
a centrally-sponsored scheme.

•	 Within 15 days of submitting the application or 
from the day work is demanded (demand-driven 
scheme), wage employment will be provided to the 
applicant, and allowances in case employment are 
not provided.

•	 Social Audit of MGNREGA works is mandatory
•	 Gram Sabha and the Gram Panchayat approve the 

shelf of works under MGNREGA and fix their priority.
                                    

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/08/23/mgnregs/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/08/23/mgnregs/
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NATIONAL SC-ST HUB SCHEME

Context:
Recently a review meeting for the scheme was conducted by 
the Union Minister of MSME.
The scheme aims to support SC/ST entrepreneurs by mandat-
ing 4% procurement by the CPSE, providing credit-linked cap-
ital subsidy, Special marketing assistance etc. It is being im-
plemented by National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC), 
under the Ministry of MSME. 

                                                         

DIGI YATRA’S DATA PRIVACY

Context: 
NITI Aayog seeks clarity from the Centre on Digi Yatra’s data 
privacy especially related to passenger data storage, com-
pliance with the laws, the trustworthiness of the ecosystem 
governing Digi Yatra, and a flight boarding system that uses 
this technology 

•	 DigiYatra (facial recognition technology) has been 

operationalised at many Indian airports. The govern-
ment ‘s Digi-Yatra policy is to give a ―seamless, has-
sle-free, and paperless journey experience to every 
air traveller in India.

•	 It is an industry-led initiative coordinated by the Min-
istry of Civil Aviation. 

•	 Digi Yatra is a completely voluntary scheme- Where 
the passengers sign up and consent to use Digi Yatra 
for the purpose of check-in and boarding, this agree-
ment would have the legal character of a voluntary 
agreement for the temporary collection, temporary 
storage, and use of data.

Niti Aayog recommendations: Perform Algorithmic audits, 
and cyber security audits, prior to system deployment etc. 
Kindly click this link for coverage of FRT technologies

                    

PROTECTED SYSTEM/CRITICAL 
INFORMATION INFRASTRUCTURE

Context: 
The websites and applications related to the decennial Cen-
sus exercise and the National Population Register (NPR) were 
recently notified as a “protected system” or “Critical Infor-
mation Infrastructure” under the Information Technology (IT) 
Act, 2008.

About Critical Information Infrastructure/protected 
system:

● According to the IT Act, Critical Information Infra-
structure means the computer resource, the destruc-
tion of which, shall have a debilitating impact on na-
tional security, economy, public health or safety.

● The IT Act states that the appropriate Government 
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, declare 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/08/22/delhi-polices-use-of-facial-recognition-technology/
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any computer resource directly or indirectly affecting 
the facility of Critical Information Infrastructure, to 
be a protected system.

● The notification means that any tampering or unau-
thorised access to the data associated with such a 
protected system will be punishable by 10 years of 
imprisonment.

CITIZEN PERCEPTION SURVEY 
(CPS)

Context:  
As a part of the Ease of Living Index, the Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) launched CPS to directly capture 
the perception of citizens with respect to the quality of life.
The Ease of living index and Municipal Performance Index are 
tools to assess the quality of life and the impact of various 
initiatives for urban development in the city - by MoHUA
CPS (1st conducted in 2020) carries 30% weightage in the 
Ease of Living Index and is undertaken by the National In-
stitute of Urban Affairs (a think tank) and Quality Council of 
India (a Non-Profit organization). 

Related News: 
MoHUA has initiated the “Transport4All Challenge”, to en-
hance the mobility experience of all citizens and focus on dig-
ital innovations. 
                                              

DIGILOCKER

Context: 
DigiLocker has successfully completed its second level of in-
tegration with Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM). Dig-
iLocker users can now digitally store health records and link 
them with Ayushman Bharat Health Account (ABHA)

About DigiLocker:
● DigiLocker is a secure cloud-based document storage 

and exchange platform launched in 2015 under the 
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology.

● DigiLocker can be used now as a health locker for 

storing and accessing health records.

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM):
● Launched in 2021, ABDM will connect the digital 

health solutions of hospitals across the country with 
each other. 

● The Digital Ecosystem will also enable a host of oth-
er facilities like Digital Consultation, Consent of pa-
tients in letting medical practitioners access their 
records, etc. 

                                         

ATAL NEW INDIA CHALLENGE 
(ANIC)

Context: 
Women Centric Challenge under ANIC has been launched to 
address the issues faced by women in different spheres of life 
using technology-based innovations. 
ANIC is part of the Atal Innovation Mission (by Niti Aayog). 
AIM provides funds (up to 1 Cr) through grants to any Indi-
an company which comes up with innovations to solve sec-
tor-based challenges of national importance and social rel-
evance. 
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International News and Organization

G20 LOGO: SIGNIFICANCE OF LO-
TUS

Context: 
India is set to assume the presidency of G20. In this context, 
it unveiled the logo, theme and website of India’s G20. 

•	 Lotus: India’s national flower, Lotus having 7 petals, 
represent seven continents of the globe and also sev-
en notes of music.

•	 G20: It is the vibrant colours of India’s National Flag- 
Saffron, white and green. 

•	 Blue Earth: Represent India’s pro-planet approach to 
life, one in perfect harmony with nature. 

G20 (formed in 1999 (in view of the Asian Financial Crisis)) 
aims to secure global economic security. The presidency ro-
tates every year. The work is coordinated by representatives 
of G20 countries, known as ‘Sherpas’- who work together 
with the finance ministers and central banks of respective 
countries. 

                                                

EXTRADITION

Context: 
Extradition of Nirav Modi to India has been approved by the 
UK high court.

Nirav Deepak Modi is an Indian businessman and fugitive 
who was charged by Interpol and the government of India 
for criminal conspiracy, corruption, money laundering, fraud, 
and embezzlement in August 2018.

India-UK has an extradition treaty signed in 1992. In India, Ex-
tradition Act 1962 governs extradition laws and the Ministry 
of External Affairs is the central authority to handle all extra-
dition cases. The request for extradition can be initiated even 
in cases of under-investigation, or under-trial, apart from a 
convicted criminal. 

                                   

AMENDMENT TO FOREIGN 
TRADE POLICY (FTP)

Context:
The government has allowed invoicing and settlement of ex-
porters/importers in the Indian Rupee.

•	 Earlier, exporters could avail of export promotion 
schemes only if the payments were done in freely 
convertible currencies

This will help in the Internationalization of the Indian Ru-
pee (increasing the use of the local currency in cross-border 
transactions). Currently, while the dollar accounts for 88% 
of international trade, Rupee accounts for less than 1.7% of 
global trade.

Other measures for the Internationalization of the Rupee are 
the Currency Swaps Agreement, Cross-border borrowings in 
the Indian Rupee, and RBI’s framework of trade settlement 
in the Rupee. 

                                     

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/10/22/internationalization-of-rupee/
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GS3
Economy

EXCELLENCE IN URBAN TRANS-
PORT

Context:
Navi Mumbai (best public transport system for its city bus 
service), Ahmedabad (most sustainable transport system for 
its BRTS), Lucknow, and Delhi bag awards for excellence in ur-
ban transport; Chennai awarded for Best Intelligent Transport 
System (ITS) in the 15th Urban Mobility India (UMI) Confer-
ence and Expo

•	 Kolkata was adjudged the city with the best non-mo-
torised transport system for its cycling infrastructure 
in the new town Kolkata project 

•	 Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Ltd: best passen-
ger services and satisfaction in Metro rail

The conference was organised by the Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Affairs in collaboration with the Government of Kerala 
on the theme– ‘Azadi@75–Sustainable Aatma Nirbhar Urban 
Mobility’.

                                              

INDIA-UK FREE TRADE AGREE-
MENT

Context: 
Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) has warned that the propos-
al on intellectual property (IP) rights in the draft India-UK FTA 
may hurt the global supply of generic medicines. 
India-UK FTA started in 2007 and has been stuck on several 
contentious issues including migration, patent laws and tar-
iffs. 

A generic drug is a pharmaceutical drug that contains the 
same chemical substance as a drug that was originally pro-
tected by chemical patents.
MSF or Doctors Without Borders is an international human-
itarian medical non-governmental organisation (HQ: Paris, 
France) best known for its projects in conflict zones and in 
countries affected by endemic diseases.
                       

Q. ‘Doctors Without Borders (Médecins Sans Frontiers)’, often in 
the news, is (2016)
a) A division of the World Health Organization
b) A non-governmental international organization
c) An inter-government agency sponsored by European Union
d) A specialized agency of the United Nations
Answer: B

FCRA

Context: 
According to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) annual re-
port (2021-22), the FCRA was amended in 2020 to discourage 
expenditure by non-governmental organisations (NGOs) on 
unproductive items.
About the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA):

● The FCRA was enacted during the 1976 Emergency to 
restrict foreign donations to individuals and organi-
sations so that they could operate in conformity with 
the values of a sovereign democratic republic.

● In 2010, the FCRA was amended to consolidate the 
law on the use of foreign funds and was amended 
again in 2020, giving the government tighter control 
over the receipt and use of foreign funds by NGOs.

● It is implemented by the MHA, which can prohibit the 
use of foreign funds for any activities detrimental to 
the national interest.

RECORD HIGH CURRENCY IN CIR-
CULATION
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Context:
Despite the increase in digitization, cash with the public is 
at a record high of over 30 lakh cr, six years since demoneti-
sation (over 71% higher than the level for November 2016). 
Demonetisation is the process by which the demonetised 
notes cease to be accepted as legal currency for any kind of 
transaction.
Reason for a high amount of Cash in circulation: 

•	 Simple and more reliable mode of payment. 
•	 Cash is less traceable compared to the digital trans-

action, thus the preferred mode to avoid taxes. 
•	 People in smaller towns and villages prefer Cash 

since they lack digital literacy and financial inclusion.
The government has claimed that demonetization gave a 
“major push to the digital economy” in 2020. Undisclosed 
assets worth Rs 7,877 crore were seized,” and undisclosed 
income worth “Rs 87, 200” has been admitted. 
                                  

PURCHASE OF GOLD

Context: 
Central Banks the world over are buying Gold as the econom-
ic uncertainty grows. 
As per the World Gold Council, Indian Central Bank (RBI) 
bought over 191 tonnes of gold worth Rs 85,010 crore in Q3 
2022.

Reasons: 
The current global inflation (Energy and Food prices) and risk 
of recession have led to growing uncertainty in the world eco-
nomic situation. 

•	 The demand for gold increases during inflationary 
times due to its inherent value and limited supply. 

•	 As gold carries no credit or counterparty risks, it 
serves as a source of trust in a country, and in all 
economic environments, making it one of the most 
crucial reserve assets worldwide.

However, higher gold imports carry the risk of a high current 
account deficit (CAD) and Gold is also the preferred mode of 
avoiding taxes for Hawala Operations. 
The World Gold Council is the market development organi-
sation for the gold industry. It works across all parts of the 
industry, from gold mining to investment, with the aim of 
stimulating and sustaining demand for gold.

                                 

SOVEREIGN GREEN BONDS

Context: 
The Union Finance Ministry has approved the final sovereign 
green bond framework, the issuance of which is designed to 
collect funds for public sector projects that will assist reduce 
the economy’s carbon intensity.

About the sovereign green bond:
● The government issues sovereign green bonds to 

fund projects related to climate adaptation and mit-
igation and investors interested in such projects can 
purchase sovereign bonds.

● Holders of sovereign green bonds may also enjoy tax 
benefits. 

● Aside from sovereign green bonds, green bonds were 
first introduced in 2007.

About the sovereign green bond framework:
● The Ministry of Finance has constituted a Green Fi-

nance Working Committee (GFWC) including mem-
bers from relevant line ministries and chaired by the 
Chief Economic Advisor, to support the Ministry with 
selection and evaluation of projects. 

● To support these projects, the government will issue 
bonds, whose proceeds will be deposited to the Con-
solidated Fund of India (CFI), from where it will be 
made available for eligible green projects.

● Following the passage of the Finance Bill, the Minis-
try of Finance would notify the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) of the amount of eligible green expenditures for 
which proceeds from green bonds can be used.

SELF-RELIANT INDIA FUND (SRIF)
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Context: 
SEBI’s SRIF will provide Rs 5000cr to MSMEs to give impetus 
to the industry. 

•	 SRI is Category II Alternative Investment Fund (AIF) 
launched in 2020 to provide growth capital to MS-
MEs.

                                            

MARKET INFRASTRUCTURE IN-
STITUTIONS (MII)

Context: 
SEBI Committee constituted for ‘Strengthening the gover-
nance of market infrastructure institutions (MIIs)’ has pro-
posed stricter regulations for enhancing the accountability 
and transparency of MIIs like stock exchanges, depositories 
and clearing houses.

Key proposals: 
•	 Reviewing the policy on safekeeping and sharing of 

information held by MIIs
•	 Reviewing the requirements related to the appoint-

ment and role & responsibility of directors on the 
board and key managerial persons (KMPs)

•	 Developing effective metrics for monitoring 
•	 Revisiting the code of conduct and code of ethics for 

directors of the governing board.

What are the MIIs?

Stock exchanges (e.g. BSE), depositories and clearing hous-
es are all Market Infrastructure Institutions and constitute a 
key part of the nation’s vital economic infrastructure. 

Importance: 
MIIs are systemically important in India as these institutions 

have seen exponential growth in terms of the market capital-
ization of listed companies, capital raised and the number of 
investor accounts and their values.

Terms Used:
•	 A depository is a facility or institution, such as a building, 

office, or warehouse, where something is deposited for 
storage or safeguarding e.g. banks, or institutions that 
hold securities.

•	 Clearing houses help validate and finalise securities 
trades and ensure that both buyers and sellers honour 
their obligations.

CURRENCY MONITORING LIST

Context: 
The US Department of Treasury removed India along with Ita-
ly, Mexico, Thailand and Vietnam from its Currency Monitor-
ing List of major trading partners.
About the US Currency Monitoring List:

● The list closely monitors the currency practices and 
policies of some of the US’ major trade partners.

● Once on the list, an economy will remain there for at 
least two consecutive years. India had been on the 
list for the last two years.

Implications: 
Being on the list means being labelled as ‘Currency Ma-
nipulator’. This is a label given by the US government to 
countries it feels are engaging in “unfair currency practic-
es” by deliberately devaluing their currency against the 
dollar.

INTEREST-FREE BANKING

Context: 
Pakistan will introduce interest-free banking. 
Islamic banking refers to banking activity that conforms to 
laws and values laid down by Islamic law or Sharia. The ba-
sis of Islamic finance is the rejection of usury (the levying of 
unreasonable high interest rates) while lending money, along 
with the requirement that there must not be any engagement 
with immoral businesses.

Riba is the Islamic term for interest charges on loans. Under 
Islamic law, a Muslim is prohibited from paying and accepting 
interest on a predetermined rate.
Shall help enhancing financial inclusion.
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SOLAR ENERGY CORPORATION 
OF INDIA (SECI)

Direction:
As this article is a fact, go through Solar Energy Corporation 
of India – its mandate and significance. 

Context: 
The delegation of Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI) 
headed by its Managing Director visited COP 27, Sharm El 
Sheikh, Egypt.

About SECI:
•	 It is the only Central Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) 

dedicated to the solar energy sector.
•	 A not-for-profit company established in 2011 under 

the Companies Act 1956. 
•	 Nodal Ministry: Ministry of New and Renewable En-

ergy.
•	 Functions: Responsible for implementation of a 

number of government schemes, the major ones 
being the Viability Gap Funding Schemes for large-
scale grid-connected projects under NSM, solar park 
scheme and grid-connected solar rooftop scheme

Related News:
International Solar Alliance released “Our Solar Future: Road-
map to mobilise $1 trillion by 2030” at COP27 in partnership 
with World Resource Institute and Bloomberg. It emphasis-
es doubling the annual solar investment from 2021 through 
2030. 

Agriculture

BASMATI RICE

Context:  
Government will disallow the blending of more than 15% 
non-basmati rice with basmati rice for the product that is 
sold as blended ‘Basmati’ Rice. 

Reasons behind the move: 
To ensure that the purity of Indian Basmati Rice doesn’t di-
lute due to excessive blending. Rice blended with more than 

15% non-basmati rice will be called ‘blended Rice’ instead of 
‘blended Basmati Rice’. 

Basmati rice has its origin in the Indian subcontinent and has 
a unique fragrance (due to 2-acetyl-1-pyrroline). India is the 
largest producer (over 70% of global production). GI tag has 
been provided to Basmati grown in some of the states such as 
Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttarakhand etc. 

•	 2-Acetyl-1-pyrroline is an aroma compound and fla-
vour that gives freshly baked bread, jasmine rice and 
basmati rice, the spice pandan, and bread flowers 
their customary smell.

           

                             

FODDER-CENTRIC FPOS

Context: 
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has decided to 
promote FPOs, primarily fodder-centric, and animal husband-
ry activities as a secondary activity (fodder plus model).
This will be under the scheme of formation and promotion 
of 10,000 Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs) and imple-
mented by National Dairy Development Board (NDDB).

•	 NDDB will form 100 FPOs during 2022-23.
Previously, the Wholesale Price Index-based fodder infla-
tion soared to a nine-year high of 25.5 per cent in August 
2022. 

NDDB is a statutory body, founded by Dr Verghese Kurien, 
formed with the objective to boost, finance and support pro-
ducer-owned and controlled organisations in the dairy Indus-
try. NDDB implements National Dairy Plan (NDP) as a central 
sector scheme. 
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ACTION PLAN TO PROMOTE EX-
PORTS OF MILLET

Context:  
Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Develop-
ment Authority (APEDA) has prepared an action plan to pro-
mote Indian millet exports commencing December 2022. 

•	 Currently, the share of export of millets is nearly 1% 
of the total millet production

Action plan:
•	 Role of Indian missions abroad in the branding and 

publicity of Indian millets, and identification of inter-
national chefs as well as potential buyers.

•	 Targeting Ambassadors of Foreign missions in India 
for showcasing various millet-based products, includ-
ing Ready to Eat millet products.

•	 Millet promotional activities in various countries 
through food shows, Buyer sellers meet etc. 

•	 Promotion of Indian millets in International Food fes-
tivals

•	 The government’s five-year strategic plan for the pro-
motion of millets is underway.

•	 Centre has created the Nutri Cereals Export Promo-
tion Forum

•	 The government is also mobilizing start-ups for ex-
port promotion of value-added products in the Ready 
to Eat (RTE) and Ready Serve (RTS) category 

UN declared 2023 as the International Year of Millets (IYoM) 
(India-led proposal) 

•	 It will help popularize Indian millets as well as its val-
ue-added products across the world and make it a 
people’s movement.

                                        

NATIONAL FISHERIES DEVELOP-
MENT BOARD

Context:
National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB), was one of the 
organizations to be awarded the “India Agribusiness Awards 
2022” for the best Agribusiness Award under the Fisheries 
Sector.

About National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB)
The National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB) was es-
tablished in 2006 as an autonomous organization under the 
administrative control of the Department of Fisheries, Minis-
try of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Government 
of India to enhance fish production and productivity in the 
country and to coordinate fishery development in an inte-
grated and holistic manner.
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SOIL CARBON SEQUESTRATION

Context: 
Recently ICRISAT (International Crops Research Institute 
for The Semi-Arid Tropics) has published a study revealing 
how the right combination of fertilizer, biochar, and irriga-
tion could potentially increase soil carbon by as much as 300 
per cent and help mitigate climate change. 
Other Findings:

•	 Biochar increased carbon value in the soil by 130-300 
per cent over 30 years.  

•	 Optimal use of fertilizers increased the carbon and 
output by up to 30 per cent.

Soil carbon sequestration is a process in which CO2 is removed 
from the atmosphere and stored in the soil carbon pool. This 
process is primarily mediated by plants through photosynthe-
sis, with carbon stored in the form of SOC.
•	 Building up soil carbon can help cut greenhouse gas con-

centrations in the air. It also improves soil quality
Biochar: It is a charcoal-like substance that burns organic 
material (biomass) from agricultural and forestry wastes in a 
controlled process called pyrolysis. 

                                           

Science and Technology

BAILEY K. ASHFORD MEDAL

Context:
For his outstanding research and contributions to tropical 
medicine, prominent Indian physician and scientist Dr Sub-
hash Babu has received the prestigious Bailey K. Ashford 

Medal for 2022. In its 82-year history, the award has never 
been given to an Indian scientist or an Indian institution for 
work.

The American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene (AST-
MH), the largest scientific organization in tropical medicine in 
the world, present the medal annually to one or more mid-ca-
reer researchers for distinguished work in tropical medicine.
He is the Scientific Director of the ICER (International Centre 
for Excellence in Research)-India Programme. He is a pioneer 
in research on helminth infections and tuberculosis.

INDIAN BIOLOGICAL DATA CEN-
TRE (IBDC)

Context: 
The Union Ministry of Science and Technology has dedicated 
to the nation India’s first national repository for life science 
data - the Indian Biological Data Centre (IBDC).
About IBDC:

● Supported by the Department of Biotechnology 
(DBT), it has been established at the Regional Centre 
of Biotechnology (RCB), Faridabad, Haryana. 

● As per the BIOTECH-PRIDE guidelines of the Govern-
ment of India, it is mandated to archive all life sci-
ence data generated from publicly-funded research 
in India.

● It houses the ‘Brahm’ High-Performance Computing 
(HPC) facility and has a data ‘Disaster Recovery’ site 
at National Informatics Centre (NIC), Bhubaneshwar.

VACCINE MARKET REPORT 2022

Context: 
WHO has released this report to capture the implication of 
COVID-19 on global vaccine markets.
As per the report, the Vaccine supply is concentrated in hands 
of a few countries and a few manufacturers e.g. only 10 man-
ufacturers provide 70% of the vaccine doses (excluding the 
COVID vaccine). Africa received only 3% of the total COVID 
vaccine doses.
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Key recommendations: Invest in new vaccine technologies 
esp. for the WHO list of priority pathogens, ensure transpar-
ency in terms of IPR, equitable distribution of vaccines, and 
prioritize global public health (as per Immunization Agenda 
2030).

                                          

Space

FALCON HEAVY ROCKET

Context: 
Recently, Elon Musk-owned SpaceX launched the Falcon 
Heavy rocket into a geosynchronous Earth orbit from NASA’s 
Kennedy Space Centre in Florida, U.S. 

The Falcon Heavy rocket:
● About: 

○ It is a rocket system of SpaceX that debuted 
in 2018, with other two Falcon Heavy mis-
sions launched in 2019.

○ SpaceX claims Falcon Heavy to be the most 
powerful rocket in the world, with a lifting 
capacity of around 64 metric tonnes into or-
bit, which is twice the payload of the Delta 
IV Heavy.

● Current mission: This is the fourth launch of the giant 
rocket system, carrying satellites to space for the U.S. 
military in a mission named U.S. Space Force (USSF)-
44. 

                                            

MISSION PRARAMBH

Context: 
Vikram-S, India’s first privately developed launch vehicle, is 
set to take off from the Indian Space Research Organization’s 
(ISRO) launchpad in Sriharikota as part of Mission Prarambh 
(the beginning).

About Mission Prarambh: 
It is a mission under which Vikram-S - India’s first privately 
developed launch vehicle by Hyderabad-based Skyroot Aero-
space will carry 3 customer satellites (2 Indian and 1 foreign) 
in a sub-orbital flight.

● Suborbital flights travel at a slower rate than orbital 
velocity - velocity at which a body revolves around 
the other body. 

● A tribute to Vikram Sarabhai - founder of the Indi-
an space programme, the launch vehicles have been 
crafted specially for the small satellite (between 
5-1000 kg) market.
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C-DOT

Direction: 
Nothing much in it. Just know a few points about C-DOT. 

Context: 
Department of Space, the home ministry and other key minis-
tries plan to leverage the Centre for Development of Telemat-
ics (C-DOT) capabilities for the ongoing 5G rollout.
C-DOT  (established in 1984) is an autonomous Telecom R&D 
centre of the Department of Telecommunications. It is a reg-
istered society under the Societies Registration Act, of 1860. 
It is also a registered public-funded research institution with 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research(DSIR), 
Ministry of Science & Technology, Government of India.

CHALLENGER SPACESHIP

Context:  
NASA’s Kennedy Space Center has announced the recovery of 
debris from the Challenger spaceship that exploded 73 sec-
onds after liftoff killing all seven astronauts aboard in 1986. 
The purpose of the shuttle mission was to deploy a large com-
munications satellite, and deploy and retrieve an astronomy 
payload to study Halley’s Comet.

In 2003, another space shuttle Columbia got lost during the 
spacecraft’s re-entry into Earth’s atmosphere. Among the de-
ceased was the Indian-origin Astronaut, Kalpana Chawla. 

Environment

NICOBAR PROJECT

Context: 
The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change (MoEFCC) has granted an in-principal clearance for 
the diversion of 130.75 sq km of forest in Great Nicobar Is-
land for the Nicobar project. The project is implemented by 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrated Development Cor-
poration (ANIIDCO).

Concern Raised: 
8.5 lakh trees will have to be cut in Great Nicobar for this 
project. Endemic species such as the Nicobar shrew, the Nico-
bar long-tailed macaque, the Great Nicobar crested serpent 
eagle, the Nicobar paradise flycatcher and the Nicobar mega-
pode may be impacted. 

Great Nicobar:
Great Nicobar is the southernmost island of the Nicobar Is-
lands Archipelago. It has the Great Nicobar Biosphere Re-
serve. The Mongoloid Shompen Tribe, about 200 in number, 
live in the forests of the biosphere reserve, particularly along 

the rivers and streams.

                                                      

INDIA’S UPDATED NDCS INSUFFI-
CIENT

Context: 
As per the report of Climate Action Tracker (CAT), India will 
meet their NDC and overachieve it. Still, the targets need to 
get more ambitious to reach the 1.5°C target.

Targets announced by India in COP26:
•	 2070 Net Zero target 
•	 Reducing the emission intensity of its GDP by 45% by 

2030 from 2005 level
•	 Getting 50% of its cumulative electrical power in-

stalled capacity sourced from Renewable sources of 
energy by 2030 

A committee on Just Transition setup under sustainable 
growth pillar of India-US Strategic Clean Energy Partnership 
has suggested setting up Green Energy Transition India Fund 
to shift away from non-renewables such as coal. 

Climate Action Tracker (CAT) is an independent scientific anal-
ysis produced by two research organisations tracking climate 
action since 2009
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Climate Change

WORLD HERITAGE GLACIERS 
(WHG) SENTINELS OF CLIMATE 

CHANGE

Context: 
Recently, UNESCO and IUCN released this report, which out-
lines 50 world heritage sites and provides suggestions for 
their protection.

World Heritage glaciers cover almost 10% of the Earth’s gla-
cierized area and play a crucial role in sustaining life on Earth. 
However, they are retreating at an accelerated rate because 
of climate change. 

E.g., of world heritage glaciers: Dolomites of Italy and on 
Tanzania’s Mount Kilimanjaro, as well as the world’s highest 
glaciers (near Mt. Everest) and the longest glacier (located in 
Alaska).

Key observations:
•	 A third of the glaciers on the UNESCO World Heritage 

list is under threat, regardless of efforts to limit tem-
perature increases.

•	 Glaciers have been retreating at an accelerated rate 
since 2000 due to CO2 emissions, which are warming 
temperatures – and are responsible for nearly 5% of 
observed global sea level rise.

•	 It was still possible to save the other two-thirds if 
the rise in global temperatures did not exceed 1.5°C 

compared to the pre-industrial era.

Suggestions: 
•	 Urgently need to cut greenhouse gas emissions and 

invest in nature-based solutions, which can help miti-
gate climate change and allow people to better adapt 
to its impacts

A World Heritage Site is a place that is listed by UNESCO for 
its special cultural or physical significance. The list of World 
Heritage Sites is maintained by the international ‹World 
Heritage Programme›, administered by the UNESCO World 
Heritage Committee.

MANGROVE ALLIANCE FOR CLI-
MATE (MAC)

Context: 
Spearheaded by the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in partner-
ship with Indonesia, MAC was launched at the COP27 Summit 
in Egypt to scale up and accelerate the conservation and res-
toration of the mangrove forests.

•	 India along with Australia, Japan, Spain and Sri Lanka 
have joined it as partners. 

Mangrove forests, also called mangrove swamps, mangrove 
thickets or mangals, are productive wetlands that occur in 
coastal intertidal zones. Mangrove forests grow mainly at 
tropical and subtropical latitudes because mangrove trees 
cannot withstand freezing temperatures.

Mangroves in India: 
Mangrove cover in India is about 0.15% of the total geograph-
ical areas. (West Bengal> Gujarat> Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands). Largest mangrove forest in India is Sundarbans (UNE-
SCO world heritage site) followed by Bhitarkanika (Odisha).
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INTERNATIONAL DROUGHT RE-
SILIENCE ALLIANCE (IDRA)

Context: 
Spain and Senegal led 30 countries and 20 organisations to launch 
the International Drought Resilience Alliance (IDRA) at COP27, 
with the aim to help each other to be better prepared for future 
droughts. 

Drought-prone districts in India comprise nearly 1/6th of 
this country in terms of area. These areas receive an annual 
rainfall of around 60 cm or less.
Drought represents the most serious hazard to livestock and 
crops in nearly every part of the world. It ranks among the 
greatest threats to sustainable development.

The 2022 droughts in Europe, United States, Australia, Chile, 
the Horn and southern Africa, showed that no country or re-
gion is immune to their impacts.

                                              

COALITION FOR DISASTER RESIL-
IENT INFRASTRUCTURE (CDRI)

Context: 
The World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) recently an-
nounced a 5-year program - Executive Action Plan of Early 
Warnings for All - to carry forward the proposal of Coalition 

for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI). Under the pro-
gram, a $3.1 billion investment has been proposed between 
2023-27 to improve infrastructure and capacity building.

About CRDI:
● CRDI is an international forum backed by India and 

launched by India during the UN Secretary General’s 
Climate Action Summit in New York in 2019.

● CDRI (secretariat in New Delhi) is an endeavour to 
bring countries together to share and learn from ex-
periences in protecting essential infrastructure from 
disasters.

About WMO:
● It is a specialised agency of the United Nations (head-

quartered in Geneva, Switzerland) responsible for 
promoting international cooperation on atmospheric 
science, climatology, hydrology and geophysics.

                                              

CLIMATE FINANCE

Direction: 
There will be 100s of reports coming up, not all reports are 
important. Go through it once. No need to remember, unless 
the report is well-known.

Context: 
A report ‘Finance for Climate Action’ was prepared by the In-
dependent High-Level Expert Group on Climate Finance (CF) 
(the group was launched in COP26)

Findings: 
•	 Over 90% of the CF is focused on Mitigation and just 10% 

on adaptation measures
•	 Most of the CF is in form of loans and some at high-inter-
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est rates (only 16% of CF are low-cost)
•	 Most CF benefits the donor countries rather than poor
•	 Developing countries need $2 trillion annually to tackle 

climate change

Pollution and Waste

GREENWASHING

Context: 
The U.N.’s chief called for an end to a “toxic cover-up” by compa-
nies as a sweeping report said they cannot claim to be net zero if 
they invest in new fossil fuels, cause deforestation or offset emis-
sions instead of reducing them.

Examples of Greenwashing:
•	 Coca-Cola Company — one of the biggest plastic 

polluters in the world — is the official provider and 
supporter of the year’s biggest climate change con-
ference. 

•	 Instead of reducing emissions itself, Switzerland is 
going to other countries — ones that have very low 
emissions (e.g., Ghana) — to help them reduce car-
bon emissions and earn carbon credit to fulfil their 
own obligation of carbon reduction.

•	  At last year’s global climate summit in Glasgow, Scot-
land, Bolivian President Luis Arce called the idea tan-
tamount to “carbon capitalism.”

Greenwashing is the process of conveying a false impression 
or providing misleading information about how a company’s 
products are more environmentally sound. Greenwashing is 
considered an unsubstantiated claim to deceive consumers 
into believing that a company’s products are environmentally 
friendly.

                    

AEROSOL POLLUTION

Context: 
According to a recent study of the Bose Institute in Kolkata, 
aerosol pollution in West Bengal is expected to increase by 
8% (worst after Bihar) and remain in the “very sensitive” red 
zone for aerosol pollution. 

Background - Aerosol pollution:
● Aerosols are extremely small solid particles or liquid 

droplets (typically less than 1 μm), suspended in the 
atmosphere.

● Aerosols can be natural (fog or mist, dust, etc) or an-
thropogenic (particulate air pollutants, mist from the 
hydroelectric dams, perfume from atomizers, smoke, 
etc).

● Aerosol optical depth (AOD) is a quantitative esti-
mate of the amount of aerosol in the atmosphere 
that can be used as a proxy for PM 2.5 measurement.

● High aerosol amounts include particulate matter 
(PM2.5 and PM10) among other pollutants as well as 
sea salt, dust, black and organic carbon. 

Highlights of the study:
● Vehicular emissions, construction-driven dust (a re-

sult of over urbanization), vehicular driven dust and 
solid fuel burning remained the top sources of aero-
sol pollution mostly in big cities.

● Introduction of BS-VI fuel standards and up-gradation 
of engines, ban on 15-year-old vehicles, reduction in 
the thermal power plant emissions could effectively 
reduce aerosol pollution.

Species in News

BLACK HONEYBEE

Context: 
A new species of endemic honeybee named Apis karinjodian 
or Indian black honeybee, has been discovered in the West-
ern Ghats, taking the species of honeybees in the world to 11.
About the new species:

● Classified as near threatened (NT) in the IUCN Red 
List, the distribution of Apis karinjodian ranges from 
the States of Goa, Karnataka, Kerala and parts of 
Tamil Nadu. 

● The research has given the country’s apiculture a 
new direction as it is home to three species of cav-
ity-nesting honey bees: Apis indica, Apis cerana and 
Apis karinjodian.
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SNOW LEOPARD

Context: 
The first-ever snow leopard recording from the Baltal-Zojila 
region has renewed hope for the elusive predator in higher 
altitudes of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh.

Background:
● So far, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand have com-

pleted the Snow Leopard Population Assessment of 
India (SPAI). 

● Camera trapping exercises have also raised expecta-
tions for other rare species such as the Asiatic ibex, 
brown bear and Kashmir musk deer in India’s far 
north.

About the Snow leopard:
● The snow leopard (Panthera uncia) is a felidae (a 

family of mammals in the order Carnivora) in the ge-
nus Panthera.

● It is native to the mountain ranges of Central and 
South Asia, ranging from eastern Afghanistan, the Hi-
malayas and the Tibetan Plateau to southern Siberia, 
Mongolia and western China.

● It is listed as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List.
● It is a good indicator species (whose presence, ab-

sence or abundance reflects a specific environmental 
condition) as it quickly reacts to habitat disturbanc-
es.

HIMALAYAN GRAY LANGUR

Context: 
According to a study, changes in altitude make the Himalayan 
Gray Langur - a primate species - pick between flowers and 
fruits as dietary options beyond usual leaves in the same Hi-
malayan habitat.

About the species:
● The Himalayan Gray Langur or the Chamba Sacred 

Langur (Semnopithecus ajax) is a colobine (leaf-eat-
ing monkey) and is an Endangered species globally on 
the IUCN Red List.

● They inhabit areas between 2,200-4,000 metres and 
in the Indian Subcontinent, their distribution is re-
ported from Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir 
and from Pakistan and Nepal.

                                                         

Defence

UN RESIDENT COORDINATOR

Context: 
Siddharth Chatterjee, who rose to become the United Nations 
(UN) Resident Coordinator for China, is currently leading the 
UN and its 26 agencies in China.

Background: 
● A National Defence Academy (NDA) graduate and for-

mer 10 Para special forces officer, Siddharth Chatter-
jee fought for the Indian Peace Keeping Force (IPKF) 
in Sri Lanka and battled insurgencies in Nagaland.

About the UN Resident Coordinator (RC):
● S/he is the highest-ranking representative of the UN 

Development System at the country level. 
● RCs lead UN Country Teams and coordinate UN sup-

port to countries in implementing the 2030 SDG 
Agenda.

● The Resident Coordinator is the designated represen-
tative of and reports to the UN Secretary-General.
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Content for Mains 
Enrichment (Eth-

ics/Essay):
 

Culture

TRIBAL CULTURE PRESERVATION 
AND INTEGRATION

Context:
 The Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI) has recreated 
the huts of several communities at its different regional cen-
tres, especially those of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups 
(PVTGs).

• These huts are made using authentic design, and tradi-
tional materials, and are often with participation from 
tribal communities.

• The initiative revives such traditional craftsmanship and 
maintain the cultural heritage of the tribe.

	 For instance, Jarawa hut, called a chadda, has 
traditional baskets, bows and arrows, and other 
artefacts. The Shompen hut contains a store of 
a paste made using the pandamus fruit which 
members of the tribe eat during food shortage. 

The zonal anthropological museums of AnSI are important 
tourist destinations and the construction of these tribal huts 

within the museum premises will help to increase the interest 
of visitors and sensitise them about the indigenous tradition-
al tribal culture.

NUSHU: THE SECRET LANGUAGE 
MEN DON’T KNOW

Direction: 
This example can be used in – the preservation of culture.

Context: 
Nushu – a 400-year-old script invented to allow women to 
communicate with each other without men’s understanding 
– has taken on new significance today.

Initially scrawled on the ground with wok ashes using tree 
branches, the script was later written on folding fans or em-
broidered on handkerchiefs, and evolved into poetr
Nushu – a secret language invented in China’s Hunan prov-
ince, to help peasants in secluded villages deal with condi-
tions in which their feet were bound and they were confined 
to their chamber rooms.

While Nushu is being preserved as a cultural artefact, it 
meant much more to its practitioners – and its role is still 
important today. 
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Social Justice

CHILD-FRIENDLY POLICE STA-
TIONS – KERALA

Direction: 
This initiative can be mentioned in GS answers as well as eth-
ics/essays – as a case study.

Context: 
Kerala will shortly have over 142 full-fledged child-friendly 
police stations (CFPS), giving it a head start over the rest of 
the country in child-centric policing (also Odisha)
An extensive training has been designed in association with 
the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) for enhancing 
skill sets and bringing about attitudinal and mindset changes 
in officers entrusted with managing the stations.
The idea is to bring a paradigm shift where it is supposed to 
fill five different roles as the situation demands — 

•	 That of an enforcer of children’s rights,
•	 A mentor, 
•	 A promoter of child rights,
•	 A knowledge and reference centre for all activities 

related to the care and protection of children,
•	 A facilitator for inter-agency partnerships and civil 

society engagement.
                                                                      

Women Empowerment

WOMEN FRIENDLY WORKSPACES

Context: 
A video of a civil servant (Divya S Iyer, District Collector, 
Pathanamthitta) in the southern Indian state of Kerala hold-
ing her three-year-old son in her arms while delivering a 
speech at an event went viral, starting a lively debate on so-
cial media. 

Concerns that working women face in our society: 
•	 Working mothers especially poor daily-wage labour-

ers and domestic helpers are forced to take their chil-
dren to work every day.

•	 The reintegration of working mothers after maternity 
is an issue in today’s highly ambitious workplace.

Instances from around the globe:
•	 New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern brought 

her infant to the UN General Assembly
•	 Australian Senator Larissa Waters breastfed her baby 

in parliament – highlights how “workspaces needed 
to change and become more accommodating”.

Four major stakeholders in the case of working wom-
en:

•	 The partner
•	 The family
•	 The workspace 
•	 Society at large

Steps Needed:
•	 Parenting being Gender Neutral, not associated only 

with women.

•	 The need for equal parenting, wherein each parent 

does interchangeable roles of childcare (helps break 

gender stereotype).
•	 Accommodate Workspaces
•	 Policy intervention to provide adequate childcare op-

tions for women workers 

Government steps:
•	 Increased maternity leave from 84 days to six months 

and by introducing paternity leave. 
•	 Creche facilities are getting installed in public and 

private facilities. 
•	 MGNREGA has regulations for the provision of crèch-

es at worksites
Working women do not require sympathy or a paternalistic 
mindset. But we need to provide them with a positive space, 
both physically and mentally, to perform well. There is a need 
for greater sensitisation.
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Agriculture

MRIDA
A social entrepreneurship initiative, Mrida seeks to facilitate 
sustainable and scalable, holistic development at the Bottom 
of the Pyramid. It launched a new gaming app ‘Mrida’, to pro-
mote behavioural change among farmers.

                                                               

Health

BLUE THERAPY

Context: 
Ten years after researchers first found that “blue spaces” 
could be good for us, the concept is proving to be a powerful, 
practical tool for mental health.

Importance of Nature for Humans:
The loss of human-nature interaction has been linked to a 

rising tide of mental health disorders. A growing body of ev-
idence indicates that human health (mental and physical) is 
intrinsically linked to nature.

Just looking at natural scenery has been found to cause rap-
id beneficial psychological and physiological changes in sal-
ivary cortisol, blood flow, blood pressure and brain activi-
ty. Meanwhile, contact with microbes in the environment 
can “train” our immune systems, reinforcing the good micro-
bial communities on our skin and in our airways and guts.

Education

THE UNIVERSITY OF LIFE OR SYA-
MANTAK

Direction: 
This can be used as an example for bringing practical changes 
in the education system/improving the quality of education 
etc.

Context: 
“The University of Life” is a residential community centre. 
Processes of self-designed organic learning run by the resi-
dents of the Syamantak community.
The University of Life, or Syamantak, is the brainchild of 
Sachin Desai and his wife.  The unconventional school has no 
fixed curriculum and exams; just as there is no set pattern to 
life, the school aims to make its students ready for any chal-
lenge life throws their way. 

The school also has an entrepreneurial venture called Swayam, 
where students make natural and preservative-free products like 
wood apple syrup, raw jackfruit pickle, turmeric powder, and soap 
made out of natural ingredients.
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UTTEJAM - “IGNITING THE MINDS 
OF STUDENTS, TEACHERS & PAR-

ENTS”
Direction: 
This example can be mentioned in Ethics and Essay as good 
initiatives taken by civil servants for the benefit of citizens. It 
is good to mention the name of Civil Servants who have done 
notable initiatives in your answer as it shows authenticity.

Context: 
UTTEJAM is an initiative started by Dr A. Sharath to improve 
the quality of education in his then-district Jagtial (Telanga-
na) for which he was awarded the Excellence award in 2019.
Uttejam helps in motivating SSC students and teachers to en-
hance their performance. Students who are weak in subjects 
receive extra classes for one hour before school starts and 
one hour after school hours. 

To ensure that students do not remain hungry while they are 
in the extra classes after school hours, they are provided with 
some nutritious snacks like poha or upma or tomato baath. It 
fuels up the students for the next one or two hours.
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Our founder & director, Vinay Sir, with 120 toppers of UPSC CSE-2021 
at the Felicitation Ceremony conducted at Bengaluru.

Have you subscribed to our podcast channel yet?  
Join us every week & listen to stories that will 

reignite your imagination & inspire meaningful actions!



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 47



www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

48



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 49

DOWNLOAD THIS APP VISIT OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES

@insightsonindia

@insights_ias_

@insightsIAStips

@Insights_ias

@Podcast Channel

@insights IAS

3



www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

50



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 51


