
Dolphins return to 
the Ganga in UP

WWW.INSIGHTSONINDIA.COM

31 OCTOBER - 05 NOVEMBER 2022

WEEKLY CURRENT AFFAIRS

•The Gangetic River dolphins can only 
live in freshwater, are blind & catch their 
prey in a unique manner, using ultrason-
ic sound waves. 
Bangladesh. 
 
• The global population of the Ganges 
Dolphin is estimated at around 4,000, 
and nearly 80% are found in the Indian 
subcontinent.
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GS1
Salient features of Indian Society

WHERE DOES INDIA STAND ON 
ANTI-SUPERSTITION AND BLACK 

MAGIC LEGISLATIONS?

Context:  
In the aftermath of the alleged human sacrifice of two women in 
Kerala, the ruling CPI (M) in the state has stressed the need for new 
legislation to curb such superstitious practices. 

Prevalence of superstitious killings in India: 
• NCRB Data:  According to NCRB data for 2021, six deaths 

were linked to human sacrifices, while witchcraft was the 
motive for 68 killings.

Legal provisions against superstitions in India:
• There are no nationwide legislations to deal with su-

perstitious practices, certain sections of the Indian Penal 
Code enlist penalties applicable for such incidents.

• Article 51A (h) of the Indian Constitution makes it a fun-
damental duty for Indian citizens to develop a scientific 
temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform.

• Drugs and Magic Remedies Act of 1954 also aims to tack-
le the debilitating impact of various superstitious activi-
ties prevalent in India.

State-specific laws:
• Bihar: The Prevention of Witch Practices Act 1999 (1st 

state)
• Jharkhand in 2001 the Prevention of Witch (Daain) Prac-

tices Act.
• Maharashtra: Maharashtra Prevention and Eradication 

of Human Sacrifice and Other Inhuman, Evil and Aghori 
Practices and Black Magic Act, 2013 which banned the 
practice of human sacrifice in the state.

• Karnataka: too effected a controversial anti-superstition 
law in 2017 known as the Karnataka Prevention and Erad-
ication of Inhuman Evil Practices and Black Magic Act.

Judicial precedence:
• In 2019, a district court in Chandigarh sentenced a man 

to life imprisonment till his natural death for brutally slit-
ting the throat of a four-year-old girl in the name of hu-
man sacrifice.

Need for a country-wide Anti-superstition/ Black Mag-
ic Act:

• Violates Right to equality and right to life under Articles 
14 and 21 of the Indian Constitution respectively.

• Negative effects on public order and health of citizens: 

Creates a sense of fear and insecurity.

Reasons for such practices:
• Superstitious cultural beliefs and religious practices
• Unscientific practices such as quackery and faith healing
• Patriarchal norms 
• Attempts to take land and property or when women re-

fuse sexual advances.

Conclusion:
Bringing Legislation
Coupled with efforts to increase awareness among the mass-
es through information campaigns
Roping in community/religious leaders to debunk the myths 
surrounding such practices. 

Insta Links
Prelims link

• Article 51
• Fundamental rights 
• Seventh Schedule 

Mains Links:
Q. Critically analyse the causes and consequences of the 
continuing practice of superstitions in India. (10M)

Role of women

 
ASHA WORKER’S VISION FOR IN-

DIA@100

Context: 
This article depicts the views of an ASHA worker on how she envi-
sions India on its completion of 100 years of Independence. 

Concerns of an ASHA worker about rural health ser-
vices:

• Lack of information: preoccupied with the fear of sep-
aration and quarantine, ASHA workers were accused of 
“getting the locals caught” during the Covid-19 pandemic.

• Communication: Channels of communication between 
the government and the rural population need to be ro-
bust. 

• Lack of resources: Medical facilities are understaffed and 
lack adequate equipment for basic life-saving procedures 
like deliveries, HIV testing kits etc.

Key issues for ASHA workers:
There are two critical issues for ASHA workers:

1. They are not having a fixed income for their work. A fixed 
income would give them stability in a job where they 
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spend between eight to twelve hours daily. 
2. ASHA workers are recognised as “volunteers” currently: 

Recognising ASHA workers as “workers” allows them dig-
nity and protection, and helps them to be taken seriously 
— by the state, the gram panchayat responsible for the 
disbursal of funds, and patients.

Who are ASHA (Accredited Social Health Activist) 
workers? 
ASHA workers are volunteers from within the community (under 
NRHM 2005) who are trained to provide information and aid peo-
ple in accessing the benefits of various healthcare schemes of the 
government.  

• They act as a bridge connecting marginalised commu-
nities with facilities such as primary health centres, 
sub-centres and district hospitals. 

ASHA workers in the country: 
There are around 10.4 lakh ASHA workers across the coun-
try. 

• The largest workforces of ASHA workers are in states 
with high populations – Uttar Pradesh (1.63 lakh), Bihar 
(89,437), and Madhya Pradesh (77,531). 

• Goa is the only state with no such workers. 

ASHA workers- Roles and Functions: 

                    

Recognition: 
• ASHA (Accredited Social Health Activist) workers have 

received the Global Health Leaders Award-2022 in the 
backdrop of the 75th World Health Assembly. 

• They were named a “Guardian of the Year” by Time mag-
azine in 2020. 

Way forward:
• These kinds of recognitions have given them some lever-

age to circumvent the system and seek funds for people 
in the community. 

• Giving ASHA workers due recognition would help them to 
work on the ground and connect with people.

ASHA workers are most crucial for Gov-
ernment’s idea pf ‘Preventive Healthcare’. 

National Health Mission:
• National Health Mission (NHM) was launched by the gov-

ernment of India in 2013 subsuming the National Rural 
Health Mission and the National Urban Health Mission. 

• The NHM envisages achievement of universal access to 
equitable, affordable & quality health care services that 
are accountable and responsive to people’s needs.

Insta Link: 
We have covered ASHA Workers in detail in our previous ar-
ticle, to see that please click here.   

Prelims Link:
With reference to the National Rural Health Mission, which of 
the following are the jobs of ‘ASHA’, a trained community health 
worker? (2012)
1. Accompanying women to the health facility for antenatal care 

check-ups
2. Using pregnancy test kits for early detection of pregnancy
3. Providing information on nutrition and immunisation.
4. Conducting the delivery of the baby
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Ans: (a)

Mains Link:
Empowering the ASHA workers to truly integrate the multiple roles 
of community mobiliser, activist and provider of first-contact care 
will ensure holistic developmental outcomes at the grassroots lev-
el. Discuss. 

GS2
Indian Constitution

UNIFORM CIVIL CODE (UCC)

Context: 
Gujarat announces plan to bring in UCC

Meaning of UCC: 
UCC is one that would provide for one law for the entire coun-
try, applicable to all religious communities in their personal 
matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption, 
guardianship etc (laws based on scriptures and religious 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/05/24/asha-workers-honoured-by-who/
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texts)

Article 44: 
State shall endeavour to secure a UCC for the citizens 
throughout the territory of India.

From the past: 
Origin traced to Romans: Governed themselves based on civil 
law, not holy texts.
Mesopotamia’s Ur Nammu: Oldest code in history 

Lex Loci Report, 1840 - It stressed the importance and neces-
sity of uniformity in the codification of Indian law, relating 
to crimes, evidence and contract. However, it exempted the 
personal laws of Hindus and Muslim personal laws from being 
codified.

Queen’s Proclamation,1859 – Absolute non interference in reli-
gious matters. As a result, criminal laws have been codified as is 
commonly applied across the country whereas personal laws con-
tinue to be governed by separate codes based of different com-
munities.

UCC in Civil matter - Indian Contract Act, Civil Procedure Code, 
Sale of Goods Act, Transfer of Property Act, Partnership Act, Evi-
dence Act etc. 

As states have made amendments to these acts, there is diversity 
within the secular civil laws as well.

Is India ready for UCC?
1. Need for uniformity of laws and ease of administration
2. Uplift women who are being subjugated by archaic reli-

gious laws
3. Justice to oppressed religious communities who are dis-

criminated with religious sanction.
4. Bias in personal laws of every faith in India – Unequal suc-

cession laws of almost all faith irrespective of how differ-
ent the religious practices are.

5. Goa UCC working effectively despite population diversity
6. Many Islamic countries have reformed personal laws to 

suit the ideas of the time: Turkey has abolished polygamy, 
Jordon and Egypt have banned triple talaq etc.

7. Western democracies follow a common civil code

Why Risky?
1. Concerns of misuse by religious forces
2. Misinterpretation by politicians
Way ahead
Build Consensus by bringing together experts from all communi-
ties and faiths together to draw the best from the respective tra-
ditions and practices. Such a code should be made applicable to 
modern times. 

Parliament 

STATUS OF SRI LANKAN TAMIL 
REFUGEES

Context: 
The Supreme Court will hear petitions challenging the Citi-
zenship (Amendment) Act (CAA). 

Background of the Issue: 
For over four decades, nearly 30,000 Indian-origin Tamils 
have been classified as stateless persons, based on techni-
calities. The recent Citizenship act will need to be amended 
to include them under it. 

After the Civil-War steps by India for Indian-Origin 
Tamils:

• Welfare: Refugee welfare and rehabilitation
• Refugee status: To both Indian-origin Tamils and Sri Lank-

an Tamil refugees
• Illegal migrants’ as per the CAA 2003: Indian-origin Tam-

ils who arrived after 1983 without authorized channels or 
proper documentation were declared illegal migrants. 

Judicial stand:
• P. Ulaganathan vs Government of India (2019): Continu-

ous period of statelessness of Indian-origin Tamils affects 
their fundamental right under Article 21. The Union Gov-
ernment has the power to grant relaxation in conferring 
citizenship.

• Abirami S. vs The Union of India (2022): Principles of the 
CAA, 2019, would also apply to Sri Lankan Tamil refugees.

Global practices:
• The United States: Immigration and the Nationality Tech-

nical Corrections Act retroactively grant citizenship to all 
children born to an alien father and citizen mother.

• Brazil: Through Constitutional Amendment of 2007 ret-
roactively granted citizenship to children under jus san-
guinis (ethnicity/nationality of 1/both parents)

Way forward:
Given their genealogical link to India, the Government of India 
needs to consider extending citizenship benefits to them in accor-
dance with Indian bilateral obligations and international humani-
tarian principles and international conventions.
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Constitutional provisions:
• Article 5: All those domiciled and born in India were 

given citizenship.
• Article 6: It provided the rights of citizenship of certain 

persons who have migrated to India from Pakistan.
• Article 7: Provided Rights of citizenship of certain mi-

grants to Pakistan.
• Article 8: Provided Rights of citizenship of certain per-

sons of Indian origin residing outside India.
• Article 9: Provided that if any person voluntarily ac-

quired the citizenship of a foreign State will no longer 
be a citizen of India.

• Article10: Every person who is or is deemed to be a 
citizen of India under any of the foregoing provisions 
of this Part shall, subject to the provisions of any law 
that may be made by Parliament, continue to be such 
citizen.

• Article 11: It empowers Parliament to make any provi-
sion with respect to the acquisition and termination of 
citizenship and all matters relating to it.

Insta Links:
CAA 2019
Citizenship (Amendment) Act Rules

Prelims links:
Q. With reference to citizenship, consider the following state-
ments:

1. If any person voluntarily acquires citizenship of a foreign 
state, he/she will no longer be a citizen of India.

2. Parliament along with respective state legislatures can 
make laws with respect to the acquisition and termina-
tion of citizenship.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 only 
B. 2 only 
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)

Issues relating to poverty and hunger.

THERE HAS BEEN A PERSISTENT 
DECLINE IN POVERTY IN INDIA

Context: 
The recent release of National Family Health Survey (NFHS) data 
for 2019-21 allows a detailed examination of progress in reducing 
absolute poverty and related variables such as nutrition.

Background:
• The NFHS survey is an attempt to provide estimates of a 

multidimensional poverty index (MPI). 
• Its calculation is based on poverty estimations based on 

10 different parameters.
• The deprivation index for each indication is the percent-

age of people who are deprived as per that indicator.

What does the above data show - The pace of decline in pov-
erty accelerated post-2014. For example, the MPI declined at a 
compounded annual average rate of 4.8% per year in 2005-11 and 
more than double that pace at 10.3% a year during 2011-21. 

Government initiatives taken during 2011-21:
• A major factor behind the inclusive nature of growth is 

the focus of government policies on each of the individ-
ual indicators.

• Under the Swachh Bharat Mission, over 110 million toi-
lets were constructed.

• Saubhagya Yojana managed to electrify every village and 
household. 

• Jan Dhan Yojana made financial inclusion a reality in In-
dia, especially for women.

• Ujjwala Yojana nearly halved (from 26 to 14%) depriva-
tion in just five years. 

• Awas Yojana: less than 14% are now deprived. 
• Jal Jeevan Mission - an ambitious project of ensuring uni-

versal access to piped water, rural piped water coverage 
increased to 54% (from 17% in 2019) and is expected to 
meet the 100% target by 2024.

Issues with the above data:
• The aggregation of the 10 indicators into one index in-

volves legitimate issues of weighting.
• The Global Hunger Index (GHI) shows a worsening of 

hunger in India between 2014-21, contradicting the con-
siderable improvement recorded in the NFHS data.

Way ahead:
• A proactive use of fiscal policy combined with effective 

targeting will ensure that the benefits of growth are more 
equitably distributed across a wider class of citizens. 

• A rights-based approach rather than an entitle-
ments-based approach will help the government in deliv-
ering a dignified standard of living to all.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/10/31/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-31-october-2022/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/01/10/citizenship-amendment-act-rules/
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The National Family Health Survey (NFHS):
• It is a multi-round, large-scale survey done in a repre-

sentative sample of households across India to collect 
reliable and up-to-date information on fertility, family 
planning, mortality and maternal and child health.

• Ministry of Health and Family Welfare designated the 
International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS) as 
the nodal organisation in charge of providing coordina-
tion and technical guidance for the NFHS.

• NFHS was funded by the United States Agency for In-
ternational Development (USAID) and the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 

• Fifth Survey (NFHS-5): The NFHS-5 National Report, 
which began in 2019, documents the transition from 
NFHS-4 (2015-16) to NFHS-5 (2019-21).

Insta Links:
Poverty and Unemployment

Mains Links: 
Q. Why does poverty continue to remain a massive challenge in 
India? Examine the various measures taken by the government to 
achieve Sustainable Development Goal 1. (15M)

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements

US NATIONAL SECURITY STRATE-
GY (NSS)

Context: 
The United States has launched its National Security Strat-
egy (NSS). 

• U.S. Presidents are mandated by the Goldwater-Nichols 
Department of Defense Reorganization Act of 1986.

What does NSS reflect?
• National security agenda
• Asses the cost that the country will have to bear.
• Inform about the country’s nuclear posture and missile 

defence.

NSS about Russia and China:
• Counter China as its strategic Competitor and Russia as 

a Disruptor
• To tackle external challenges for the U.S. by out-compet-

ing China and constraining Russia
• Opposition to any unilateral change to Taiwan’s status by 

China
• A contested Indo-Pacific region: China vs a host of dem-

ocratic partners.
• Downgrade the Russian economy, military, soft power 

and influence globally, expects India and Japan to fill gaps.

NSS and India:
• Both as a bilateral and multilateral partner In the In-

do-Pacific
• Has kept India’s status as the largest democracy and a 

major defense partner.
• India’s possible integration in important global forums 

such as the G7.

Insta Links:
India, America and the China challenge
National Security Strategy

Mains Links:
Q. India and the USA are two large democracies. Examine the ba-
sic tenets on which the two political systems are based. (UPSC 
2018)

CHINA-PAKISTAN ECONOMIC 
CORRIDOR: THE BUMPY ROAD 

TRAVELLED SO FAR

Context: 
In reference to the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), In-
dia’s External Affairs Minister recently reiterated that connectivity 
projects should respect sovereignty and territorial integrity.

About the China–Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC):
• CPEC is a sea-and-land based corridor started in 2013, 

with a collection of infrastructure projects (hydroelec-
tric-nuclear projects, railways, highways, economic cor-
ridors) that are under construction throughout Pakistan. 

• It is intended to link Kashgar in China’s Xinjiang province 
to Gwadar deep sea port close to Pakistan’s border with 
Iran.

Significance of the project:
• For Pakistan: 

	 It intends to build modern transportation net-
works, various energy projects and SEZs in or-
der to rapidly modernise Pakistan’s essential 
infrastructure and strengthen its economy.

• For China: 
	 Energy security: It is aimed to secure passage 

for China’s energy imports from the Middle 
Eastern countries (Gwadar lies close to Strait of 
Hormuz) by avoiding existing routes from the 
Straits of Malacca.

	 Strengthening trade ties with Europe: By devel-
oping Gwadar port in the Arabian Sea, as well 
as connecting this port to Xinjiang Province 

	 National security and economic development 
of the Xinjiang region thus reducing militant in-
fluence on Muslim separatists.

	 Geopolitical aspirations: The CPEC is part of 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-economy-3/poverty-and-unemployment/poverty/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/10/19/editorial-analysis-india-america-and-the-china-challenge/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/security-issues/national-security/national-security-strategy/
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China’s larger regional transnational Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI), formerly known as One 
Belt One Road (OBOR) initiative. (Land-based 
New Silk Road and the 21st century Maritime 
Silk Road)

Concerns for India:
• Impinges on India’s sovereignty and territorial integri-

ty: CPEC passes through the disputed area of PoK, thus 
threatening the sovereignty of India. 

• Participation of other countries: decision to extend CPEC 
to Afghanistan 

• Chinese dominance: A dominant China in neighbourhood 
and world would go against India in gaining a permanent 
chain in UNSC and other matters of international concern.

• Dilemma - to participate or not: Given the hype sur-
rounding the benefits that the CPEC will bring to the re-
gion, several experts argue that India must engage with 
China and Pakistan creatively.

Way ahead:
• At this moment, India must develop a holistic outlook 

based on a serious reassessment of the possible benefits 
and drawbacks of the CPEC project.

• India could expedite work on its own strategic projects, 
such as the BCIM (Bangladesh, China, India, and Myan-
mar Economic Corridor), Chabahar Port and the Asia-Afri-
ca Growth Corridor.

SCO: It is an eight-member multilateral political-economic-secu-
rity organisation, established in 2001 in Shanghai, China by the 
leaders of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uz-
bekistan. 

In 2017, at the historic summit in Astana, India and Pakistan offi-
cially joined SCO as full- members.

Insta Links:
Prelims Link:
1. What is Shanghai Five?
2. When was SCO charter signed and when it entered into force?
3. SCO founding members.
4. When did India join the group?
5. Observers and dialogue partners of SCO.
6. Permanent bodies under SCO.
7. Official languages of SCO.

Mains Link:
Q. Discuss the objectives and significance of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation. (10M)

GS3
Indian Economy 

HOW RBI FELL BEHIND THE 
CURVE IN CONTAINING INFLA-

TION

Context: 
The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of the Reserve Bank 
of India (RBI) will convene to formulate its response to the 
Government about the high rate of inflation in the country.

What is inflation?  
The general rise in the price level of goods and services 
is called inflation. The RBI is the authority to control inflation 
under RBI Act 1934.

Inflation targeting by RBI: 
• The Inflation targeting regime of 2016 compels RBI to re-

tain the inflation target of 4%, with a tolerance band of 
+/- 2 percentage points (2%- 6%)

• If the central bank fails to meet the inflation target for 
three consecutive quarters, it is required to provide the 
following information to the government:

	 reasons for the failure to achieve the inflation 
target;

	 remedial actions proposed to be taken; and
	 an estimate of the period within which the in-

flation target shall be achieved.

Composition of MPC: 
The MPC has six members including the RBI Governor — 
three each nominated by the RBI and the government, who 
meet every two months.

Limitation of monetary policy in curbing inflation
• Incomplete transmission; - policy rate changes by RBI 

isn’t reflected in lending rates of banks.
• Policy rates are not market linked - resulting in banks ne-

gating RBI set rates.
• Cost-push inflation; - due to disruption in the supply 

chain of the produce e.g., Russian-Ukraine war
• Ineffective against supply shocks; - RBI’s policies can sta-

bilize inflation only caused due to demand shocks. (Food 
inflation due to supply bottleneck can’t be rectified by 
RBI)

• Limited financial inclusion – status is limited in India
• Indians, unlike Americans, earn before spending and do 

not live by credit.
• Fiscal policy - The Central and State Governments can 

play a progressively active role to help curb inflation by 
framing new policies.

• Globalisation – concerns of currency uncertainty, import-
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ed inflation 

Insta Links
Prelims link

• What is inflation?
• CPI vs WPI
• GDP Deflator
• Monetary Policy Committee
• Powers and functions of RBI
• SLR vs CRR

Mains Links:
What is inflation targeting? Form a critical assessment of in-
flation-targeting by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in the 
Indian economy.

Q. If the RBI decides to adopt an expansionist monetary policy, 
which of the following would it not do? (UPSC CSE 2020)
1. Cut and optimize the Statutory Liquidity Ratio
2. Increase the Marginal Standing Facility Rate
3. Cut the Bank Rate and Repo Rate
 Select the correct answer using the code given below:

[a) 1 and 2 only
[b) 2 only
[c) 1 and 3 only
[d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (b)

PROBLEMS IN INDIA’S GROWTH 
STORY

Context: 
COVID-19 pandemic is receding and economies are on 
the path of re-growth with similar bullishness for the Indian 
economy but the worrisome issue is that the slowdown in 
India began much before the pandemic.

]Indicators of structural issues:

Probable reasons:
• Economic disruptions prior COVID era like demonetization 

and GST reforms.
• Economic Survey 2020-21 also points out the debt for-

bearance by RBI and other regulators after the 2008 
Global Financial crisis that led to NPA (Non-Performing 
Assets) crisis. (Forbearance is a form of repayment relief 
involving the temporary postponement of loan payments, 
typically for home mortgages or student loans)

• The NPA crisis also had the cascading effect of low credit 

supply. 
• Youth employability is low due to a lack of skills and 

vocational training in formal education.
• Low manufacturing base: Decline of agriculture led to 

gross rural-to-urban migration. However, this youth 
could not be absorbed into higher productivity due to a 
lack of skill (needed in the service sector) and industrial 
base.

• The investment rate in the economy fell from nearly 40% 
in FY14 to 32.2% in FY20. 

• Needful measures:
• Shift the policy focus from a few rich corporations to 

small businesses, farmers, and ordinary labourers. 
• Focussing on the skilling of youth and re-skilling of 

employed workers to increase employment as well 
as productivity.

• Capacity building and welfare measures to provide basic 
amenities.

• Improving credit supply by rationalisation of public sec-
tor banks and pushing for last mile reach of formal credit 
via institutions like NABARD.

• Leveraging diplomatic might to include India in global sup-
ply chains, attract FDI and long-term credit from Global 
Development Finance institutions (World bank, AIIB, 
NDB, et al)

Conclusion: 
Recent steps like the PLI (Production Linked Incentive) 
scheme for the manufacturing sector and various skill-
ing programs paired with COVID-led welfare measures have 
the potential to turn around growth and make ‘the India story’ 
a reality. India’s current already outpaces most developed 
and developing economies and hence, it has the potential.

Insta Links
Growth Matters but Income level matters more
 

Mains Link
Q. “Economic growth is a precondition for inclusive growth”, Do 
you agree? Analyse.
 

Prelims Link
Q. With the reference to the Indian economy after the 
1991 economic liberalization, consider the following 
statements: (UPSC 2020)
1. Worker productivity (per worker at 2004-05 prices) 

increased in urban areas while it decreased in rural 
areas.

2. The percentage share of rural areas in the workforce 
steadily increased.

3. In rural areas, the growth in the non-farm economy 
increased.

4. The growth rate in rural employment decreased.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 and 4 only

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/07/15/insights-into-editorial-growth-matters-but-income-levels-matter-more/
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(c) 3 only
(d) 1, 2, and 4 only
Answer: B
After the LPG reforms of 1991, it is inevitable that the 
rural/agriculture workforce would start shifting towards 
urban/non-Agri sectors. So, 2 is wrong and 3 is correct. 
The steady transition to urbanization over the years is 
leading to the decline in the rural share of the population, 
workforce and GDP of the country. 4 is correct.

Science and Technology

THE WIND SECTOR IN INDIA 
NEEDS AN OVERHAUL

Context: 
Globally, India has the fourth-highest installed capacity to 
generate wind energy. 

Key facts:
• The country’s total installed capacity was 41.67 GW as on 

September 30, 2022.
• The Indian government set a target for 175 gigawatts 

(GW) of renewable energy capacity by 2022. 
• The goal included achieving 60 GW of onshore and 5 GW 

of offshore capacity for wind energy.
• What is Wind Energy?
• Wind energy is the kinetic energy associated with the 

movement of atmospheric air. 
• Wind turbines transform the energy in the wind into me-

chanical power, further converting it to electric power to 
generate electricity.

India’s Potential for wind energy:

According to estimates by the National Institute of Wind Energy 
(NIWE) and the World Bank Group- The country has the potential 
for more than 602 GW of onshore wind energy at 120-metre hub 
height and 100 GW of fixed and floating offshore. 
The state of Gujarat has the highest Wind Energy potential, fol-
lowed by Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh, 
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh

Challenges in meeting targets:
1. Failing in to meet targets: With 37.5 GW of onshore wind 

power installed at the end of 2019, India may fall short of 
its 2022 targets due to pricing, payment risk mitigation, 
transmission capacity and land use challenges.

2. Issues with the Bidding process: Current bidding is based 
on tariffs derived from the site plant load factor (the ratio 
of average power generated by the plant to the maximum 
power that could have been generated in a given time)

3. Policy issues: Gujarat and Tamil Nadu are the highest PLF 
states and to realise better tariffs, most projects are being 

planned in these states only (60 per cent in Gujarat and 
30 per cent in TN).

4. The issue of land availability: In Gujarat, this issue may 
have been covered, but the greater issue of grid planning 
persists.  

5. Infrastructure Issues:  Apart from the concentration of 
projects that create severe pressure on land, the cre-
ation of infrastructure for power evacuation leads to a 
choking situation. 

6. Investors’ unwillingness: In spite of the availability of land 
and infrastructure in other states, investors do not prefer 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Maharashtra as the pro-
posed projects cannot compete with projects in Gujarat 
and Tamil Nadu due to PLF and economic constraints.

Steps have been taken to promote the installation of 
wind capacity in the country:

• Technical support including wind resource assessment 
and identification of potential sites through the National 
Institute of Wind Energy, Chennai.

• In order to facilitate the inter-state sale of wind pow-
er, the inter-state transmission charges and losses have 
been waived off for wind and solar projects to be commis-
sioned by March 2022.

• Issued Guidelines for Tariff-Based Competitive Bidding 
Process for Procurement of Power from Grid Connected 
Wind Power Projects.

• National Wind-Solar Hybrid Policy (2018): To provide 
a framework for the promotion of large grid-connected 
wind-solar PV hybrid systems. 

• National Offshore Wind Energy Policy (2015): To devel-
op offshore wind energy in the Indian Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) along the Indian coastline.

Way forward:
Under the circumstances, major original equipment manufac-
turers have resorted to exporting turbines and components 
as the domestic market is going down south. Encouragement 
of captive and group captives with annual banking and inter-
state trading under Green Open Access will accelerate ca-
pacity addition.

Mains link:
Q. What do you understand by ‘curtailment of power’ in the en-
ergy sector? How is it affecting the generation of renewable en-
ergy in India? (250 words)

Environmental Conservation

COP26 A YEAR LATER: WHERE DO 
LAST YEAR’S CLIMATE PLEDGES 

STAND?

Directions: 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-geography-2/indian-economic-and-human-geography/energy-resources/non-conventional-resources/wind-energy/
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This Article discuss the current update on outcomes of the 
COP26. Go through it once, you can use it for value addition.

Context:  
A year ago at the U.N. climate talks in Glasgow, Scotland, 
countries, banks and business leaders announced a slew of 
climate plans and pledges.

Outcomes of the Glasgow Climate Change Conference 
and current updates on it:

• National emission plans: Nearly 200 countries agreed 
at the COP26 summit to improve their emissions-cutting 
pledges, called Nationally Determined Contributions or 
NDCs. (But only two dozen countries have so far done so)

• Deforestation: More than 100 countries pledged to end 
deforestation by 2030 (Instead, deforestation fell last year 
by just 6.3%).

• Amazon deforestation last year hit its highest level since 
2006.

• Methane pledge: To date, 119 countries, and blocs in-
cluding the United States and the EU pledged to slash 
methane emissions by 30% from 2020 levels by 2030 (But 
only 15 of them have come up with concrete plans to do 
so)

• Quitting fossil fuels: Around 20 countries including Ger-
many, and the United States pledged to stop public fi-
nancing for fossil fuel projects abroad by the end of 2022, 
except in “limited” circumstances that comply with cli-
mate goals.

• $100 billion by 2023: Rich countries’ failure to deliver 
promised finance to poorer nations has eroded trust at 
recent climate talks and made collective progress harder.

• Greening business: Launched ahead of last year’s 
U.N. talks, the Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net Zero 
(GFANZ) acts as the umbrella group for financial services 
firms looking to reach net-zero emissions across their 
portfolios. 

• Data reporting standards: Announced during COP26, the 
International Sustainability Standards Board (ISSB) was 
set up to establish baseline standards for the reporting of 
environmental data from companies globally. 

Insta Links
Prelims link

• COP 26
• UNFCC
• Paris agreement
• India’s stand at COP26
• Nationally determined contributions (NDCs)

Mains Links:
Q. ‘Climate Change’ is a global problem. How India will be affect-
ed by climate change? How Himalayan and coastal states of India 
will be affected by climate change? (UPSC CSE MAINS 2017)
Q. Climate risks may become irreversible despite taking actions. 
Should the focus be also on adaptation along with mitigation? 
Critically comment. (10M)

AIR POLLUTION IN DELHI-NCR

Context: 
Delhi pollution
 

Reasons for Delhi NCR region facing extreme particu-
late pollution:
Geographical reasons:

• Location of Delhi: It lies to the northeast of the Thar 
Desert, to the northwest of the central plains and to 
the southwest of the Himalayas. As winds arrive from 
the coasts, bringing with them pollutants picked up 
along the way, they get ‘trapped’ right before the Hi-
malayas.

• Cold temperature during winter: facilitate trapping 
of pollutants are ground level.

• Lack of wind esp. after the end of the monsoon stag-
nates the pollutants.

• Dust Storm: - that originate in middle east contribute to 
40% of dust.

Anthropogenic factors:
• Stubble burning: in neighbouring state to prepare 

field for next crop cycle.
• Manufacturing activity, Power Generation, Con-

struction, and Transport
• Lack of citizen Activism
• Regulation is limited to banning industrial activities 

but is not focussed on hand-holding the transition 
to green energy choices. 

Impact 
• On Adult: 12.5 per cent of deaths in India occurred 

due to air pollution
• On children: More than 116,000 infants in India died 

within a month of birth in 2019 due to air pollution 
• On Mother: impacts placenta and foetus
• On Education: Lost hours due to the closure of 

schools.
• On Economy: Closure of industries, limits on the con-

struction activity etc.

  
Steps Taken by the government

• Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) [C. Mehta vs. 
Union of India (2016)] for implementation under dif-
ferent Air Quality Index (AQI) categories.

• National Clean Air Programme (NCAP)- aims at 
reducing the concentration of PM10 and PM2.5 in 
the atmosphere by at least 20% by the year 2024, 
with 2017 as the base year for comparison.

• To mitigate stubble burning: Turbo happy seeders 
and bio-decomposers, collecting and using stubble as 
fuel in boilers, to produce ethanol, or simply burning 
away alongside coal in thermal power plants, fungi 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/11/02/cop26-climate-conference-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/02/11/why-does-india-need-a-transition-strategy-away-from-fossil-fuel/paris-agreement/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/05/air-pollution-in-delhi-ncr/
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cocktail to decompose stubble by ICAR.
• Other measures: mobile enforcement teams to check 

vehicular pollution, public awareness campaigns, in-
vestment in mass rapid transport systems, and phas-
ing out old commercial vehicles.

• Delhi’s “Green War Room” signalling the fight 
against the smog, is analysing satellite data on farm 
fires from Punjab and Haryana to identify and deal 
with the culprits.

• Cleaner transport: Push for electric vehicles

Conclusion
Facing a growing environmental and health calamity, antipollu-
tion efforts are being strengthened. But to succeed, the different 
levels of government must harness the political will to invest 
more, coordinate across boundaries, and motivate businesses and 
residents to do their bit.

 

Insta Links:

Air Pollution
 
Mains Links:
Q. How is air pollution measured and tracked in India? What are 
the recent changes introduced to air pollution measurement? 
(15M)

 
Prelims Links
In the context of WHO Air Quality Guidelines, consider the fol-
lowing statements (UPSC 2022)

1. The 24-hour mean of PM2.5 should not exceed 
15 ug/m3 and the annual mean of PM2.5 should 
not exceed 5 ug/m3.

2. In a year, the highest levels of ozone pollution 
occur during periods of inclement weather.

3. PM10 can penetrate the lung barrier and enter 
the bloodstream.

4. Excessive ozone in the air can trigger asthma.
Which of the statements given above is correct?

(a) 1, 3 and 4
(b) 1 and 4 only
(c) 2, 3 and 4
(d) 1 and 2 only
Answer – B

Q. Which of the following are the reasons/factors for exposure to 
benzene pollution? (UPSC 2020)

1. Automobile exhaust
2. Tobacco smoke
3. Wood burning
4. Using varnished wooden furniture
5. Using products made of polyurethane

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2 and 4 only
(c) 1, 3 and 4 only
(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
Answer: D

Disaster management.

HOW SUSPENSION BRIDGES 
WORK AND THE TRAGEDY IN 

MORBI

Context: 
The century-old cable suspension bridge in Gujarat’s Morbi, 
collapsed into the river, sending hundreds plunging into the 
water. The bridge was a tourist attraction and had long been 
hailed as a magnificent engineering marvel. 

Technical reasons for the collapse of the 19th Century 
pedestrian bridge are: 

1. Overcrowding 
2. Crowd-induced vibrations 
3. End of the ‘service life’ 

Probable cause of such disasters: Coming out of the long 
restrictions on travel necessitated by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, people all over the world appear to be binging on travel 
and outings. 

How to mitigate such kinds of disasters: Safe and Sus-
tainable Tourism

• Tourist and pilgrimage centres around the country should 
carry out safety and environmental audits to ensure that 
crowd management and safety protocols are in place.

• Development of new centres where large numbers of 
people are expected should account for such contingen-
cies. 

• The rapid pace of road and infrastructure development 
in ecologically sensitive areas such as the Himalayas 
should be in accordance with topographic limitations.

• Tourism promotion campaigns must include creating 
safety awareness among visitors and local officials.

• More must be done to regulate the flow of travellers ac-
cording to the infrastructure capacity of particular desti-
nations. 

What is a suspension bridge? 
Suspension bridges suspend the roadway by cables, ropes 
or chains from two tall towers.

How does it work?
Suspension bridges depend on the balance of the forces 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/environment/environment-pollution-and-control/air-pollution/
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of compression and tension.
• The design ensures that the load on the suspension cables 

is transferred to the towers at the two ends, which trans-
fer them further by vertical compression to the ground by 
way of the anchorage cables.

• All of this balancing has to happen within the permissible 
weight restrictions for the bridge. 

                         

Way forward:
• Any bridge opened for public transport should conform to 

prescribed standards and specifications and is safe in all 
respects to be carrying passenger traffic.

• There should be a mechanism to audit the development 
work of bridges across the country. 

• There should be proper guidelines detailing the dos and 
don’ts.

History of the ‘Jhulto Pul’ Bridge:  It was a pedestrian sus-
pension bridge that was inaugurated in 1879. The bridge 
was made during the reign of Sir Waghji Ravaji, the Thakur 
Sahib of Morbi. Sir Waghji is credited with planning and build-
ing the entire city of Morbi.

Morbi: Morbi in Gujrat is famous for its ceramic industry. The 
district is dotted by several hundred ceramic-producing fac-
tories, mainly medium and small-scale units. Around 70 per 
cent of India’s ceramics are produced in Morbi.
Machchhu river: Machchhu is a small river that rises in the 
Madla Hills and flows 130 km into the Rann of Kutch. 

Indian Bridge Management System
Mains Ques:
Discuss the recent measures initiated in disaster management by 
the Government of India departing from the earlier reactive ap-
proach. (CSE 2020)

Various Security forces and agencies and their mandate.

CDS MUST PROCEED WITH CAU-
TION

Directions: 
This Article has been taken from the Indian Express Editorial. 
Go through it once, you can use it for value addition.

What is CDS?
• He is the single-point military adviser to the government 

as suggested by the Kargil Review Committee in 1999.
• CDS oversees and coordinates the working of the three 

Services.
• Upper age limit for the CDS has been fixed at 65 years.
• He will function as the Principal Military Adviser to the 

defence minister and also as the Permanent Chairman 
of, the Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC).

• The CDS will be a member of the Defence Acquisition 
Council and Defence Planning Committee.

Challenges before India’s newly appointed CDS:
• Management of two live borders, force-modernisation, 

competing budgetary claims and new personnel policies, 
and pressure to expedite the creation of new joint com-
mand structures.

What is integrated theatre command? 
• An integrated theatre command envisages a unified com-

mand of the three Services, under a single commander, 
for geographical areas that are of strategic and security 
concern.

• The commander of such a force will be able to bear all 
resources at his disposal — from the Army, the Indian Air 
Force, and the Navy — with seamless efficacy.

• The integrated theatre commander will not be answer-
able to individual Services.

• What are joint commands?
• It is a unified command in which the resources of all the 

services are unified under a single commander looking at 
a geographical theatre.

• Functions of joint command:
	 The commander of a joint command will have 

the freedom to train and equip his command.
	 He will have the logistics of all the services at 

his beckoning.
	 However, the three services will retain their in-

dependent identities as well.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/01/02/indian-bridge-management-system/


Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 15

                          

(Fig: General Bipin Rawat is no more) 

Why the new CDS must move with caution?
• The threat of China: Any conflict with China will demand 

forces/resources from 4-6 of India’s 14 single-service, and 
two tri-service commands (none of them co-located), as 
well the space and cyber agencies and the Special Forces 
division. 

• Inter-service rivalry:  there exists inter-service rivalry 
among the forces which is delaying the establishment of 
joint commands.

• Operational guidance issue: while the component com-
manders may retain a linkage with their chiefs, the ques-
tion of who will provide operational guidance to the the-
atre commanders still remains open.

• Air power: the indivisibility of air power has been a bone 
of contention among the officials of defence forces.

• What needs to be done?
• Integrating the service command:  into 4-5 geographic or 

threat-based theatres and placing necessary forces under 
a single commander charged with the conduct of opera-
tions.

• Reconciling service rivalry: the service chiefs have to rec-
oncile themselves to the reality that once theatre com-
manders assume the “war fighter” role,

	 they will be divested of operational responsibil-
ities, and 

	 assume the “raise-train-sustain” functions, in-
volving recruitment and training of personnel 
as well as the acquisition of combat wherewith-
al.

• Nudging IAF: The IAF’s reluctance to share assets must 
be tempered by the fact that the theatre air assets will 
be deployed on the advice of and by the IAF component 
commanders.

• Recasting of present staff colleges: as a “Joint Services 
Staff College” with changes in its curriculum to produce 
“joint staff officers,” ready to serve in sister-service HQs, 
learning in the process to function as future component 

commanders and theatre commanders.

Insta Links
Prelims link

• About the tri-service command of India
• Kargil review committee.
• Shekatkar committee
• Power and functions of CDS

Mains Links:
1. The Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) is responsible not only 

for the integration of the armed forces but also for solving 
issues in planning, budgeting and force structuring for a 
military based on a coherent strategic vision. Analyse.

2. What are Integrated Theatre Commands? Discuss the 
prospects and challenges faced in the implementation of 
integrated theatre commands for India.

GS4
Application of Ethics

ISSUES WITH PRIVACY BREACH

Context: 
Recently, Indian cricketer Virat Kohli’s hotel room was captured, 
recorded and posted on the media, without his consent. This has 
created a huge public uproar.

The Internet has brought about dramatic changes in the percep-
tion of the world around an individual. The use of technology to 
connect to larger society has brought in new challenges and de-
bates on the ethicality of their use.

Recent trends of privacy breaches: 
• Increasingly, the private lifestyle is brought into the pub-

lic sphere.
• Public interference in the personal life of the celebrity or 

influencer. 
• Issues with the Changed landscape of privacy:
• Privacy breaches disturb trust and run the risk of diluting 

or losing security, it disrespects law and violates ethical 
principles.

• Development of business models that profit from the 
privacy of the individuals. Ex: Reality shows like Bigg Boss

• Growing uncertainty due to the blurring of private and 
public life.

• Imbalance in the desire for publicity and revulsion over 
too much celebrity-ness.

• Difficult to ensure a balance between the two- private 
and public spheres. 

Public sphere beyond ideas of privacy:
1. There is increasing surveillance of public life by the State, In-

stitutions, etc. Ex: Surveillance cameras, health care facilities, 
prisons, etc.
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2. Media through newspapers, press, cinemas, etc. have helped 
capture the outside world beyond the immediate public 
sphere.

Despite these changes, personal life continues to be protected by 
laws e.g. Right to Privacy (under Article 21 after K. Puttaswamy 
judgement). Also, public life also has allowed the citizens to exer-
cise the Right to Freedom (Right to speech and expression U/A 
19). In cases where public and private life converges, the ethical 
precepts and morality of individuals define and alter reality.

Mains Link:
Q1. What are the basic principles of public life? Illustrate any three 
of these with suitable examples. (2019)

ETHICAL ISSUES CONCERNED 
WITH TESLA’S AUTOPILOT 

Directions: 
This Article has been taken from the Hindu. The article discuss-
es the moral dilemmas associated with the increased adoption of 
self-driving cars.

Context:  
Autonomous vehicle manufacturer Tesla faces their biggest chal-
lenge since the launch of Autopilot in 2015 as a series of lawsuits 
and a criminal case over fatal Tesla accidents head to court.

What are Autonomous vehicles?  
A driverless car is a vehicle which can sense its surrounding envi-
ronment and can navigate without human input. It combines mul-
tiple sensors and techniques to perceive their surroundings like 
radar, laser light, GPS, odometer, computer vision, etc. 

Benefits associated with the use of Autonomous ve-
hicles:

                                  

Ethical issues involved
• Accountability: In the case of any crash, whether the car 

owner would be accountable or the manufacturer of that 
vehicle?

• Law vs Ethics: Autonomous cars are made to follow traffic 
rules strictly. But sometimes traffic rules have to be com-
promised.(Patient’s life vs traffic rules)

• Displaying human values: When the vehicle finds an in-
jured person or an old lady, will it stop to help them and 
display the qualities of compassion and empathy?

• Impacts on Environment: This will promote vehicle usage 
at a time when the objective is to reduce vehicles to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions

• Automation vs Human livelihoods: Job loss to drivers 
without compensatory skill development and job cre-
ation.

• Hacking/privacy vs security- There is a problem if a car is 
hacked and programmed for killing. Also, problems relat-
ed to the privacy of people.

                

Conclusion:
As the debate around Autonomous vehicles and ethics intensifies 
due to the increasing adoption of self-driving cars, we hope that 
strict laws and regulations will be developed that can finally an-
swer the questions in a correct, justifiable manner.

Insta Links
Prelims link

• Autonomous vehicles
• Internet of things
• Artificial intelligence
• Cloud computing

Mains Links:
What do you understand by Autonomous Vehicles? Discuss 
the ethical issues involved in using autonomous vehicles.
 

PAROLE AND THE POLITICAL PIR-
OUETTE

Context: 
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh, a prisoner in Rohtak’s Sunaria jail and 
the spiritual leader of the religious cult Dera Sacha Sauda was re-
cently granted a 40-day parole. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2016/11/30/insights-issues-autonomous-vehicle-technology/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/science-technology/communication-and-it-technology/iot-internet-of-things/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/science-technology/robotics/artificial-intelligence-and-robotics/
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Background: 
• While on parole has been meeting a number of politi-

cians, holding Satsang (spiritual discourses) for ardent 
devotees and Naam charchas (religious assemblies), and 
formally inducting new followers into the cult.

• The parole coincides with two crucial elections in Hary-
ana and panchayat elections and the Himachal Pradesh 
Assembly election.

Symbiotic relationship between Religion, Politics and 
backward class:

                         

Insta Links:
Ethics and Religion

Mains Links:
Q. Critically analyse religion as a source of ethical guidance. (10 
M)

Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institu-
tions; 

TWITTER EMPLOYEES LAYOFFS: 
ETHICAL ISSUES INVOLVED

Context: 
Twitter’s roughly 7,500 employees are expecting mass layoffs as 
new owner Elon Musk overhauls the social platform.

Background:
• A layoff or downsizing is the temporary suspension 

or permanent termination of an employee or a group 
of employees for business reasons such as personnel 
management or downsizing (cutting the size of) an 
organization.

• A class action lawsuit was filed by laid-off employees, al-
leging that Twitter has violated the law by failing to pro-
vide the requisite notice.

 Ethical issues involved:

• Balancing the interests of the two important stakehold-
ers – investors and employees

• Utilitarianism: Mass layoff’s impact on the well-being 
of the people as a whole must be considered. 

• Corporate governance and business ethics: man-
dates prior notice period.

• Responsibility: It is the legal obligation of an employ-
er to act in the best interest of its employees.

• Empathy: Elon Musk once stated in an interview that 
he experienced financial difficulties when unemployed. 
Thus, he should think from the standpoint of his employ-
ees.

                            
 

Insta Links
Q. What’s the importance of ethics and morals in work culture? 
Can ethics be enforced in the workplace? Examine. (10M)

https://www.insightsonindia.com/ethics-integrity-and-aptitude/ethics-and-human-interface/ethics-morals-and-religion/ethics-and-religion/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/05/twitter-employees-layoffs-ethical-issues-involved/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/05/twitter-employees-layoffs-ethical-issues-involved/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/fire_an_empol.png
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Content for Mains 
Enrichment (Eth-

ics/Essay):
SINGAPORE’S ENABLING VILLAGE

Context: 
Lessons from Unique ‘Village’ On Using Innovation to Support Per-
sons with Disabilities

As the newest integrated community space in Singapore, the En-
abling Village represents a fresh approach to social businesses and 
community building.  The Enabling Village combines retail, lifestyle 
and training for disabled members of the community in an all-ac-
cessible public space.

The success of the Enabling Village rests on the follow-
ing pillars:

• Universal design: Ramps for wheelchair users lifts installed 
at multi-storey blocks, and a barrier-free movement sys-
tem ensures that the space is accessible to persons with 
disabilities. 

• Something for everyone e.g., Braille lettering on the wash-
room doors, Tactile indicators on the floor, and a hearing 
loop system ensure all rooms are wired so the hearing aid 
can automatically connect with the room sound system. 

They also launched the Enabling Academy, wherein people can find 
job opportunities after taking up courses at the Enabling Village.

This arm of the project was created to provide diverse lifelong 
learning opportunities for persons with disabilities. 

CASE STUDY – MAWAT (FEMALE 
EDUCATION)

Direction: 
Example of how good governance helps in bringing social change/
nudging behaviour in society.

Context: 
The Haryana government’s decision to reserve half of Panchayat 
seats for women may have accelerated ongoing social change in 
the backward Nuh district.

Changes in Nuh District:
Not only are families getting their daughters to study but are also 
setting female education as the first condition of marriage.

Reduction in demands for dowry at the time of marriage. 
It has also made women assertive in tackling domestic violence.

CLIMATE JARGONS

GLASGOW PACT: Reached at the 2021 U.N. climate summit 
in Glasgow, Scotland. It highlights the 1st efforts towards phasing 
down of fossil fuel usage.

NATIONALLY DETERMINED CONTRIBUTIONS:  NDCs are 
the pledges that each country makes to reduce its emissions and 
adapt to climate change from 2020 onward. Countries have to up-
date and expand their NDCs every five years.

‘JUST TRANSITION’: The term used to describe a shift to a 
low-carbon economy that keeps the social and economic disruption 
of moving away from fossil fuels to a minimum while maximising 
the benefits for workers, communities and consumers.

                                 

CLIMATE FINANCE: 
Richer countries agreed in 2009 to contribute $100 billion together 
each year by 2020 to help poorer countries adapt their economies 
and lessen the impact of rising seas, or more severe and frequent 
storms and droughts.

                    
 
Common but differentiated responsibilities (CBDR), were enshrined 
in the Kyoto accord (1997). It says that developed countries, which 
produced more emissions in the past as they built their economies, 
should take the lead in fighting climate change.

‘LOSS AND DAMAGE’: 
Refers to the consequences of climate change that go beyond 
what people can adapt to, or when options exist but a community 
doesn’t have the resources to access or utilize them.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/04/content-for-mains-enrichment-ethics-essay-12/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/04/content-for-mains-enrichment-ethics-essay-12/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/04/content-for-mains-enrichment-ethics-essay-12/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/just_tran.png
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/cop_2.jpg
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Facts for Prelims

GS1
Indian Heritage and Culture

KUMARASAMBHAVAM 

Context: 
Kalidasa’s epic Sanskrit work Kumarasambhavam may have 
influenced Malayalam art and literature, and Kathakali dance.
Kumarasambhavam is an epic poem by Kālidāsa. It is widely re-
garded as the finest work of Kālidāsa as well as the greatest kāvya 
poem in Classical Sanskrit.
The work describes the courting of the ascetic Shiva, who is med-
itating in the mountains, by Parvati, the daughter of the Himalayas

                               

GURU GRANTH SAHIB

Context: 
The 10 Sikh Gurus had a strong link with classical music — each 
of the nearly 6,000 verses in the Guru Granth Sahib is based on a 
raag. 

What are Raags Sikhi?
Raags (a collection of pitches, kind of like a scale or mode in West-
ern music) are used in Sikh music simply to create a mood and are 
not restricted to particular times. A mood can be created by the 
music of the raag regardless of the time of day. There are a total of 
60 raags or melodies within the Guru Granth Sahib.
Guru Granth Sahib (central holy religious scripture of Sikhism) was 
composed predominantly of six Sikh gurus: Guru Nanak, Guru An-
gad, Guru Amar Das, Guru Ram Das, Guru Arjan and Guru Tegh 
Bahadur.

INDIGENOUS ART FORMS
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
24 artists have attempted to draw attention to the severity of cli-
mate change, at a time when experts are preparing for COP27 in 
Egypt.

Some of the art forms drawn are: 
• Bada Dev: A revered deity for Gond-Pardhan tribes, he is 

believed to reside in the Saja tree. The Gond are a Dravid-
ian ethnolinguistic group and are one of the largest tribal 
groups in India.

• Warli paintings:  Warli painting is a type of tribal art that 
is predominantly done by tribal people from Maharash-
tra’s North Sahyadri Range.

• Madhubani painting: Bihar 
• Mata ni Pachedi: Literally meaning ‘behind the mother 

goddess’, the painting is mainly done by the nomadic 
Vaghari community of Gujarat.

Festival in News

CHHATH POOJA

Chhath Puja, an ancient Hindu Vedic festival, is dedicated to the 
solar deity Surya and Shashthi Devi, for four days.

• Thanking them for bestowing life on earth, as part of the 
tradition, women (and some men too) fast for the well-be-
ing of their sons and the happiness of their families.

• Chhath Puja is also known as Pratihar, Dala Chhath, Chha-
thi and Surya Shashthi.

• Primarily observed in the states of Bihar, Jharkhand and 
Uttar Pradesh and even in Nepal.

• Does not involve idolatry. Devotees believe that the 
main sources of the sun’s powers are his wives, Usha and 
Pratyusha. 

• The festival finds a mention in both epics, Ramayana and 
Mahabharata. 

BONALU FESTIVAL

Context: 
Rahul Gandhi joins Telangana’s traditional Bonalu festival and 
picked up a heavy rope and whipped himself as he donned the 
avatar of ‘Potharaju”.
It is a traditional Hindu festival centred on the Goddess Mahakali 
from Telangana.
Potharaju, a key figure in the Bonalu festival, is the fearsome 
brother of the goddess Mahankali, who wields a whip to protect 
the goddess.

https://www.thehindu.com/entertainment/art/a-brush-for-change/article66086196.ece
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Modern History/Personality

PASUMPON MUTHURAMALINGA 
THEVAR

Context:  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tributes to the freedom fighter 
-- Pasumpon Muthuramalinga Thevar -- on the occasion of his guru 
pooja.

Pasumpon Muthuramalinga Thevar
• Born on October 30, 1908, in Tamil Nadu, he was a free-

dom-fighter, spiritual leader and was seen as a deity 
among the Mukulathor community.

• He regularly fought against the evils of the Hindu religion.
• Membership of congress: Thevar became a full-time 

member of the Congress party and attended the 1927 
Congress session at Madras as a volunteer when he was 
just 19. 

• Aide of Netaji: He was elected three times to the nation-
al parliamentary constituency of the All- India Forward 
Bloc.

• He supported the temple entry movement, helped the 
activist A. Vaidyanatha Iyer take Dalits to Meenakshi 
Temple in Madurai.

• He was instrumental in getting the Criminal Tribes act re-
pealed after continuous efforts in 1946.

                         

SARDAR PATEL

Context:  
All India Radio will broadcast its Annual Sardar Patel 
Memorial Lecture on October 31, National Unity Day.

Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel
• Vallabhbhai Jhaverbhai Patel (31 October 1875 – 15 De-

cember 1950), popularly known as Sardar Patel, was the 
first Deputy Prime Minister and Home minister of India.

• He was one of the main leaders of Kheda Satyagra-
ha (1918) and Bardoli Satyagraha (1928, Got the title 
“sardar” from Bardoli women)

• For his commitment to national integration, he is known 
as the “Iron Man of India”.

• He is also remembered as the “patron saint of India’s civ-
il servants” for having established modern all-India ser-
vices.

• The Statue of Unity, the world’s tallest statue, was ded-
icated to him on 31 October 2018 and is approximately 
182 metres (597 ft) in height.

• He was a major driving force behind the liberal industrial 
policy resolution of 1948.

• His role in convincing the Princely states to join the Indian 
Union post partition is celebrated.

• He headed the following committee of the Constituent 
Assembly:

	 Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights.
	 Committee on Minorities and Tribal and Exclud-

ed Areas.
	 Provincial Constitution Committee.

• In 2014, the Government of India decided to celebrate 
the birthday of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel as “National Uni-
ty Day” to honour Sardar Patel’s contribution to integrat-
ed India.

ELA BHATT

Context: 
Elaben Bhatt, 89, noted Gandhian, leading wom-
en’s empowerment activist and renowned founder of 
the Self-Employed Women’s Association (SEWA) 
passed away recently

Life of Elaben Bhatt:
• Born in Ahmedabad in 1933, she studied law and joined 

the legal cell of the Majur Mahajan Sangh or the Textile 
Labour Association (TLA).

• Bhatt founded SEWA in 1972, which has since worked at 
empowering women in various ways. 

• She was felicitated with the Padma Shri, the Padma Bhu-
shan, the Ramon Magsaysay Award, the Indira Gandhi 
Peace Prize and many other accolades.

• She was also a Member of the Rajya Sabha and of the 
Planning Commission of India in the 1980s. 



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 21

• She served as a World Bank advisor and addressed the 
United Nations General Assembly.

• She propounded the idea of ‘hundred-mile communities’ 
in her book Anubandh: Building Hundred-Mile Communi-
ties published in 2015. 

SEWA:
• Founded in 1972
• Creates an employment support programme for women
• Founded on the principle that “the poor don’t need char-

ity; they need an enabling mechanism to strive and come 
out of the vicious circle of poverty and vulnerability”

• Membership fee of just Rs 10 per month, it has network 
across many countries of South Asia, Africa and Latin 
America.

• It has helped rehabilitate women in personal, and even 
political or social crises, by empowering them through 
skilling and training.

• SEWA Bank was established to provide small loans to poor 
women— an initiative that was recognised by the Interna-
tional Labour Organisation as a micro finance movement.

• SEWA’s works have been an inspiration for government 
schemes like PM- SVANidhi.

EK JANAKI AMMAL

Context: 
125th birth anniversary of Edavalath Kakkat Janaki Ammal, a pio-
neering botanist and the first Indian woman to be awarded a PhD 
in the botanical sciences.
Born in Thalassery in the Kannur district of Kerala in 1897, she 
worked on making several intergeneric and interspecific hy-
brids involving sugarcane and related grass species.
Her association with the Save the Silent Valley movement – a 

campaign to stop a hydroelectric project from flooding the Silent 
Valley Forest in the Palakkad district of Kerala – was well-known.

Geography

PERIPHERALIZATION

Direction: 
The term is related to geography/Sociology. No need to overthink 
it. Just see it once. 

Context:  
According to a report by the Centre for Policy Research, recent re-
settlements of Delhi have set a new standard of peripheralization 
in its history.

A “periphery” means being situated on the fringes of a city, region 
or nation. In the social sense, “peripheralization” describes the 
production of peripheries through social relations and their spa-
tial implications.

It has been observed that new settlements in Delhi (2010, dis-
placement due to Commonwealth games and others) suffer from 
a new standard of peripheralization. These include: - poor access 
to basic services like water, healthcare, etc; inadequate housing 
provisions; located outside the ambit of ‘planned colonies.

What should have happened?
Resettlement must ensure the protection of the affected person’s 
human rights to adequate housing, land, work/livelihood, food, 
water, security of the person and home, health, education, and 
information.
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Tribes in News

WANGALA DANCE

Context: 
Members of the Garo tribal community perform the 
Wangala dance on the occasion of ‘The Rising Sun Wa-
ter Fest-2022.

About the Dance:
Wangala is also called the festival of “The Hundred 
Drums”, a harvest festival celebrated by the Garo 
tribe, who live in Meghalaya, Nagaland and Assam 
in India and Greater Mymensingh in Bangladesh. In 
this post-harvest festival, they thank the Misi Saljong 
the sun god, for blessing the people with a rich harvest.

                          

NATIONAL TRIBAL DANCE FESTI-
VAL

Context: 
African-origin Siddi Tribe who came to India 850 years 
ago, performed their cultural dance form at the 3rd Na-
tional Tribal Dance Festival in Raipur, Chhattisgarh.

About the National Tribal Dance Festival:
• It is one of Chhattisgarh’s grand festivals which celebrates 

diverse tribal communities and their culture not just in 
India but from across the globe.

Some major tribal/folk dances of India:
• Bagurumba, Bhortal Dance – Assam
• Bardo Chham – Arunachal Pradesh
• Raut Nacha – Chhattisgarh
• Fugdi – Goa
• Nati – Himachal Pradesh
• Ras Leela – Haryana
• Dumhal – Jammu and Kashmir
• Duffmuttu, Margamkali – Kerala
• Grida dance – Madhya Pradesh, etc.

Society and Social Justice

PERFORMANCE GRADING INDEX 
(2022)

Context: 
Department of School Education and Literacy (DOSE & L) of the 
Ministry of Education (MOE) has released the Performance Grad-
ing Index (PGI) for States/UTs for 2020-21 (4th edition), an index 
for evidence-based analysis of the school education system.

Related Information:
Unified District Information System for Education Plus current 
edition has added new indicators viz., digital library, peer learning, 
hard spot identification, number of books available in the school 
library, etc

As per the Report, the total number of students enrolled has in-
creased (about 25.5 crore in 2020-21); Gross Enrolment Ratio in 
higher secondary increased from 54% in 2021-21 to 58% in 2021-
22; Girls’ toilets (97.5% of schools); Drinking water:  98.2% of 
schools.

CHILD WELFARE POLICE OFFICER 
(CWPO)

Context: 
The Union Ministry of Home Affairs recently asked the 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/map_38.png
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States/UTs to appoint a Child Welfare Police Officer 
(CWPO) in every police station to exclusively deal with 
children as victims or perpetrators.

• As per the advisory issued by the National Commission 
for the Protection of Child Rights ( a statutory body under 
Ministry of Women and Child Development)

• The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) 
Act/JJ Act, 2015, calls for designating at least one officer, 
not below the rank of an Assistant Sub-Inspector, in every 
police station.

                 

GS2
Polity

AMENDMENTS TO THE INFORMA-
TION TECHNOLOGY (INTERME-

DIARY GUIDELINES AND DIGITAL 
MEDIA ETHICS CODE) RULES 2021

Context: 

The Ministry of Electronics and IT notified amend-
ments to IT Rules, 2021 aimed at protecting the rights 
of Digital Nagriks (citizens).

Key Amendments:
• Legal obligation on intermediaries: To prevent users from 

uploading content that intentionally communicates any 
misinformation or information that is patently false or 
untrue.

• Regional languages: For effective communication of the 
rules and regulations of the intermediary.

• Removing the words ‘defamatory’ and libellous, by leav-
ing it to judicial review.

• To deal with misinformation, and content that could in-
cite violence between different religious/caste groups.

• Respect rights accorded to the citizens under Articles 14, 
19 and 21.

• Grievance Appellate Committee(s): It will be established 
to allow users to appeal against the inaction or decisions 
taken by intermediaries on user complaints.

Criticism:
Grievance Appellate Committee (GAC): It will give 
the government greater powers in content moderation.

FIRST AMENDMENT ACT, 1951

Context: 
SC agrees to hear a PIL challenging the first amendment to the 
Constitution on the grounds of damaging the basic structure doc-
trine under changes made to the Right to Freedom of Speech and 
Expression.
Important provisions of the 1st Amendment of the Indian Con-
stitution

•  Amends Articles 15, 19, 85, 87, 174, 176, 341, 342, 372 
and 376.

               

The basic structure doctrine is a legal doctrine that the constitu-
tion of a sovereign state has certain characteristics that cannot be 
erased by its legislature. 
The Supreme court of India put forward this doctrine in the Kes-
avananda Bharati case, 1973; where using its judicial review and 
powers as an apex court can declare any law that it finds unconsti-
tutional void as well as declare any element as “basic structure”.

RIGHT TO VOTE

Context: 
The Supreme Court will examine a petition that imposes a blanket 
ban on under trials, persons confined in civil prisons and convicts 
serving their sentence in jails from casting their votes.

Key Highlights:
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• The ban lacks reasonable classification: Lack of classifi-
cation is anathema to the fundamental right to equality 
under Article 14 (Right to Equality).

As per the National Crime Reports Bureau (NCRB) report of 2021, 
there are over 22% (Convicts), over 77% (Undertrials, UP has max-
imum) and 0.6% détentes in Indian Prisons. 
Article 326: It provides that the election to the House of People 
and Legislative Assembly of States should be conducted on the 
basis of adult suffrage i.e., citizens who are 18 years of age are 
entitled to vote.
Section 62(5) of the Representation of the People Act, 1951:  It 
mandates that “no person shall vote at any election if he is con-
fined in a prison, whether under a sentence of imprisonment or 
transportation or otherwise, or is in the lawful custody of the po-
lice”.

TWO-FINGER TEST

(2022 Mains had question about Environment related 
judgement of SCs)

Context: 
The Supreme Court declared that any person conducting the in-
vasive ‘two-finger’ or ‘three-finger’ vaginal test on rape or sexual 
assault survivors will be found guilty of misconduct.
Two-finger test: The test is conducted to check whether the vic-
tim has had recent sexual intercourse, the victim of rape or sexual 
assault.

SC said: 
• The test has no scientific basis: It neither proves nor dis-

proves allegations of rape.
• Court also ordered the two-finger test to be removed 

from the syllabus of medical education.
• The court ordered that the guidelines be circulated to pri-

vate and government hospitals.
• 2013 SC order: Two-finger test and its interpretation vi-

olate the right of rape survivors to privacy, physical and 
mental integrity and dignity.

World Health Organization (WHO) guidelines: A rape test kit, de-
tailing tools are required to collect evidence of the sexual assault.
Section 53A in the Indian Evidence Act: The evidence of a victim’s 
character or her previous sexual experience with any person shall 
not be relevant to the issue of consent or the quality of consent in 
the prosecution of sexual offences.

VOTING FOR NRIS

Context: 
The Union government is considering ways to facilitate non-resi-
dent Indians (NRI), especially migrant labourers, to cast their votes 
remotely while ensuring the integrity of the electoral process.

GS 2 (Indian Diaspora)
Related laws: 

The government introduced the ‘Representation of the People 
(Amendment) Bill’ to amend the RPA to allow overseas Indians to 
vote by proxy. However, Bill lapsed with the dissolution of the 16th 
Lok Sabha.
Impact of remote voter facility on NRIs: NRIs would emerge as a 
decisive force in the country’s electoral politics.

What is the ‘Remote Voting’?
Voting takes place in person somewhere other than an assigned 
polling station or at another time, or votes may be sent by post or 
cast by an appointed proxy. 

• The Chief Election Commissioner has proposed to in-
clude the ‘remote voting facility’ in the upcoming 2024 
Lok Sabha elections.

• The project is being developed by the IIT-Madras using 
blockchain technology.
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ONE NATION, ONE ITR FORM

Context: 
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has proposed a single 
income tax return (ITR) form for all taxpayers. 

How many kinds of ITR forms are there now?
There are seven kinds of ITR forms, which are used by different 
categories of taxpayers. 
What is the change that has been proposed?
All taxpayers, barring trusts and non-profit organisations (ITR-7), 
will be able to use a common ITR form, which will include a sepa-
rate head for disclosure of income from virtual digital assets.
Benefits:

• In tandem with international best practices.
• The draft form aims to make it easier to file returns and to 

considerably reduce the time taken for the job by individ-
uals and non-business-type taxpayers.

CONVICTED LEGISLATORS AND 
THEIR DISQUALIFICATION 

Context:  
Two Uttar Pradesh legislators were convicted on criminal charges 
in recent days, but only one of them has been disqualified.

When does conviction attracts disqualification? 

• Section 8 of the Representation of the People Act (RPA), 
1951, contains provisions aimed at decriminalising elec-
toral politics. 

• There are two categories of criminal cases that attract 
disqualification upon conviction.

1. Offences that entail disqualification for a period 
of six years upon any conviction - If the punish-
ment is a fine, the six-year period will run from 
the date of conviction, but if there is a prison 
sentence, the disqualification will begin on the 
date of conviction, and will continue up to the 
completion of six years after the date of release 
from jail. 

2. All other criminal provisions form a separate 
category under which mere conviction will not 
entail disqualification - A sentence of at least 
two years in prison is needed to incur such dis-
qualification.

Is there legal protection for legislators against disqual-
ification?

• Under Section 8(4) of the RPA, legislators could avoid im-
mediate disqualification until 2013. 

• But In Lily Thomas vs. Union of India, the Supreme Court 
struck down clause (4) as unconstitutional, thus removing 
the protection enjoyed by lawmakers.
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Can the disqualification be removed?
• The Supreme Court has the power to stay not only the 

sentence, but also the conviction of a person.
• Power of Election commission: Under Sec. 11 of the Act, 

the EC may record reasons and either remove, or reduce 
the period of, a person’s disqualification. 

	 For instance, in Sikkim Chief Minister P.S. Ta-
mang case.

DEMAND FOR STATEHOOD

Context: 
There has been protests in Leh, Kargil for Statehood as Ladakh 
completes 3 years as U.T. There are also demands for Special status 
under the 6th Schedule.

Background: 
J & Kashmir Reorganisation Act was passed on August 5, 2019, 
which divided the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir into two 
parts: the Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. 

Insta link 
on the provisions of the Act here

Legal-Constitutional Provisions related to Statehood: 
6th Schedule: It provides for the administration of tribal areas in 
4 north-eastern states, namely Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, and 
Mizoram. The special status and administrative structure are cre-
ated for protecting tribal culture which has led to demands from 
many State/UTs to be added to it.
        

PAHARI ETHNIC GROUP

Context: 
The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) has cleared 
the way for the inclusion of the ‘Pahari ethnic group’ in the Sched-
uled Tribes list of the UT of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Constitutional provisions related to Scheduled Tribes:  
The constitution does not define the term or provide a criterion 
for recognition of Scheduled Tribes. Article 342 empowers the 
President of India to notify such tribes.

National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) was set up in 
2004 by inserting a new article 338A in the Constitution through 
the 89th Constitution Amendment Act, 2003.

Pahari Community are people speaking the local Pahari language 
and is a cover term for a number of heterogeneous communities 
inhabiting the Indian regions of Jammu and Kashmir, Uttarakhand 
and Himachal Pradesh.
Currently, Jammu and Kashmir has 12 communities that have been 
notified as STs.

Current Procedure of providing the Scheduled Tribe status to a 
community:

                      

CONSUMER PROTECTION RULES

Context: 
E-commerce companies might have to ask for the consumer’s con-
sent before sharing their personal data.
If implemented this would be a good move to prevent the misuse 
of personal data, especially in absence of personal data protection 
law.
About Consumer Protection (E-commerce) Rules
To prevent unfair trade practices in e-commerce. It was notified 
under the new Consumer Protection Act, 2019. These rules are 
mandatory.

HOW A GOVERNOR CAN BE 
SACKED

Context: 
TN government has sent a proposal to remove Tamil Nadu Gover-
nor R N, Ravi

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/08/06/jammu-kashmir-reorganisation-bill-2019/
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Governor’s appointment: Under Articles 155 and 156 of the Con-
stitution, a Governor is appointed by the President and holds 
office “during the pleasure of the President”.
Governor’s Removal: If this pleasure is withdrawn before the com-
pletion of the five-year term, the Governor has to step down. 
There is no provision for impeaching the Governor.
Supreme Court on Removal: (In BP Singhal vs Union of India 
(2010), the Supreme Court upheld that “no limitations or restric-
tions are placed on the ‘at pleasure’ doctrine”, but the power to 
remove can’t be exercised in an “arbitrary, capricious or unrea-
sonable manner”
Sarkaria Commission had recommended that Governors are not 
sacked before completing their five-year tenure, except in “rare 
and compelling” circumstances.

Government Initiative

MGNREGS

Context: 
An internal study commissioned by the Ministry of Rural Devel-
opment has asked for decentralization of the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), al-
lowing more “flexibility” at the ground level.
Gs-2 (Governance, Centre-State relations, Federalism)

Key Suggestions:
• Greater diversification of permissible works instead of 

listing the types of permissible works.
• Broad categories of works may be listed out: Flexibility 

should be given at ground level to select the type of works 
as per broad categories.

• Pay the funds to Gram Sabhas in advance, instead of cen-
tralization of funds.

• To avoid the frequent delay in fund disbursal, revolving 
funds can be utilized whenever there is a delay in the Cen-
tral funds”.

Concerns: 
• The delay in the material component: It forced beneficia-

ries to buy the construction material themselves to com-
plete the projects.

• Wages: The study also noted that the MGNREGA wages 
were far below the market rate in many States (in Jammu 
and Kashmir, the rate is ₹214 per day, while private con-
tractors offer ₹600-₹700 per day)

MGNREGA:
• The scheme was introduced as a social measure that 

guarantees “the right to work”. 
• The local government will have to legally provide at least 

100 days of wage employment in rural India to enhance 
their quality of life.

Key objectives:
• Generation of paid rural employment of not less than 100 

days for each worker who volunteers for unskilled labour.
• Creation of durable assets in rural areas such as wells, 

ponds, roads and canals.
• Reduce urban migration from rural areas.

Eligibility:
• Must be a Citizen of India to seek NREGA benefits.
• A job seeker has completed 18 years of age at the time 

of application.
• The applicant must be part of a local household (i.e., ap-

plication must be made with a local Gram Panchayat).

WAREHOUSING AND E-NWR

Context:  
Warehousing Development and Regulatory Authority (WDRA) has 
recently organised a seminar on “e-NWR – An Effective Tool for 
Promoting Pledge Financing”

Electronic Negotiable Warehouse Receipt (e-NWR): 
• The negotiable warehouse receipt (NWR) system was 

launched in 2011 allowing the transfer of ownership of a 
commodity stored in a warehouse without having to de-
liver it physically. 

• These receipts are issued in negotiable form, making 
them eligible as collateral.

• This has been enabled by enabling the financing of ware-
house receipts through the Warehouse (Development 
and Regulation) Act, 2007.

• The Warehousing Development and Regulatory Authority 
(WDRA) regulates the entire operation under NWR.
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WDRA
• It is a statutory body constituted in 2010 under the Ware-

housing (Development and Regulation) Act, 2007. 
• It is under the Department of Food and Public Distribu-

tion (DFPD).

GS3
Economy

INVESTOR EDUCATION AND 
PROTECTION FUND AUTHORITY 

(IEPFA) 

Context: 
IEPFA organises an Investor Education, Awareness and Protection 
Conference in Srinagar. 
Major: IEPFA Mascot “Fundoo”; “Niveshak Didi” (to guide 
investment esp. for women); “Niveshak Sarathi” (investor aware-
ness van) and “Investors’ Handbook”.
IEPFA was established in 2016 under the Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs. It administers the Investor Education protection fund and 
makes a refund of shares/unclaimed dividends/matured deposits 
to investors. 
IEPF is funded by amounts such as dividends, applications money, 
matured deposits etc, which have remained unpaid or unclaimed 
for a period of 7 years. The fund is maintained under the Consoli-
dated Fund of India (Article 266).

WORLD ENERGY OUTLOOK 2022

Context:  
According to the World Energy Outlook, the Russian-Ukraine war 
provides an unprecedented incentive to accelerate the transition 
to clean energy sources of fuel.

Key highlights: 
• Russia supplied 40 per cent of Europe’s natural gas 
• Fall in natural gas demand: Natural gas demand is expect-

ed to be 750 billion cubic metres lower than it is today by 
2050, driven by a switch from natural gas to renewables.

• Reduction in oil demand: Oil currently comprises 80 per 
cent of the global energy mix, but it may drop to 75 per 
cent by 2030 and around 60 per cent by 2050

• The demand for fossil fuels is expected to decline by 
2030.

• All these give opportunity for the world to shift to cleaner 
renewable fuels. 

World Energy Outlook: 
By the International Energy Agency annually
International Energy Agency (IEA): Established in 1974 as per the 
framework of the OECD. It is an autonomous intergovernmental 
organisation, which aims to ensure reliable, affordable and clean 
energy for its member countries and beyond. 
Composition: It has 30 members at present. The IEA family also 
includes eight association countries (including India). A candidate 
country must be a member country of the OECD.

Reports: 

• Global Energy & CO2 Status Report.
• World Energy Outlook
• World Energy Statistics
• World Energy Balances.
• Energy Technology Perspectives.

INDIAN STEEL INDUSTRY IS 
WORLD’S SECOND LARGEST

Context:  
PM recently emphasized that the Indian steel industry has be-
come the second largest, after China
According to the Department for Promotion of Industry and In-
ternal Trade (DPIIT):

• The total steel production capacity of the country at 
present is 154 million tons (MT).

• India produced 10.14 MT of crude steel in April 2022, 
making it the second-largest producer in the world.

• India has set a target to double the crude steel produc-
tion capacity from 154 MT per annum now to 300 MT 
per annum in the next 9-10 years in an order to boost 
indigenous capabilities.



www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

30

PLI SCHEME FOR TELECOM AND 
NETWORKING PRODUCTS 

The Ministry of Communications granted approval to 42 compa-
nies including 28 MSMEs under PLI Scheme for Telecom and Net-
working Products. 

PLI Scheme for Telecom and Networking Products: 
The production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for Telecom and 
Networking Products was launched by DoT in April 2021.
Objective: to boost domestic manufacturing in the telecom and 
networking products by incentivising incremental investments and 
turnover with a total outlay of ₹ 12,195 crores. 

About the PLI scheme:
The scheme aims to make India a global hub for manufacturing 
telecom equipment.

• Its eligibility criteria - the achievement of a minimum 
threshold of cumulative incremental investment and in-
cremental sales of manufactured goods.

• The incentive structure - ranges between 4% and 7% for 
different categories and years. (2019-20 will be treated 
as the base year)

• The minimum investment threshold for MSMEs has been 
kept at Rs 10 crore and for others at Rs 100 crore.

• Once qualified, the investor will be incentivised up to 20 
times of minimum investment threshold enabling them 
to utilise their unused capacity.

PIG IRON

Context: 
Data from the Steel Ministry, show that 84 per cent of Pig Iron 
came from Russia.
(to check dependency of world on Russia)
Pig iron (crude iron) is an intermediate product of the iron industry 
in the production of steel which is obtained by smelting iron ore in 
a blast furnace. It has a very high carbon content and is brittle and 
therefore needs further refining.
Low-grade ores comprised 92% of India’s total iron ore exports 
(mostly to China). India ranks seventh in the iron ore resources, in 
the world.

NEW SAFETY TESTS FOR ELECTRIC 
VEHICLES (EVS)

Context: 
EVs receiving subsidies under government schemes such as PLI for 
Automobiles, Advance Chemistry Cell and under FAME II will have 
to mandatorily undergo safety tests from April 2023 (As per the 
announcement by the Ministry of Heavy Industries). 

The test includes- Battery Pack, Battery Management System 
(BMS) and Cell Level tests. 
Currently, India has no centralized testing facilities and manufac-
turers themselves benchmark safety.
Ministry of Road Transports has released safety requirements for 
EV batteries under Central Motor Vehicles Rules, 1989. 

                    

TWIN TRANSITION

Context: 
World Economic Forum has highlighted this word as a key to sus-
tainable growth.
A twin transition basically means including digital/technological 
improvements with the Environmental sustainability goals.Lead-
ers can bring the digital and sustainability agendas together to 
future-proof their organizations.
Digitization could reduce global emissions by 20%, according to 
the World Economic Forum.
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EPFO

Direction: 
The details are technical in nature about actual salary and pension-
able salary and may not be relevant from the UPSC point of view.

Context: 
The Employees’ Pension (Amendment) Scheme, 2014 of the 
Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation was recently upheld by 
the Supreme Court of India, which exercised its extraordinary 
powers under Article 142 of the Constitution.

Choice of higher pension: 
Trade unions were resisting the government’s argument that work-
ers at all levels should have more liquidity. The SC, through its rul-
ing, has let the workers decide whether they should opt for the 
higher provident fund or choose higher pension pay-outs.

About Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation 
(EPFO):

• EPFO is a statutory organisation within the Ministry of La-
bour and Employment, Government of India, under the 
Employees’ Provident Funds and Miscellaneous Provi-
sions Act, 1952.

• It is responsible for regulating and managing provident 
funds in India, as well as managing social security agree-
ments with other countries that have bilateral treaties 
with India.

NSFDC

Context: 
Government may increase the authorised share capital of the Na-
tional Scheduled Castes Finance and Development Corporation 
(NSFDC) to Rs 2500 Cr (from presently 1500 Cr)

Authorized share capital is the number of stock units a company 
can issue as stated in its memorandum of association.

About NSFDC:
It is a 1989 non-profit company to provide loans through 
its Channelizing Agencies at concessional interest rates for self-
employment & economic development activities to scheduled 
caste groups. 
NSFDC also sponsors skill/entrepreneurial training programmes to 
assist the unemployed members of scheduled castes in wage/self-
employment. 
Examples - Mahila Samriddhi Yojana, Educational Loan Scheme, 
Stand-up India, Aajeevika Micro-Finance Yojana etc.

Report on Gig Workers – NASSCOM

Context: 
 The National Association of software and service companies 
(NASSCOM) has released a report on the status of Gig Workers.
The Code on Social Security, 2020 - a Gig worker is a person who 
performs work or participates in a work arrangement and earns 
from such activities outside of the traditional employer-employee 
relationship.

 Key findings from the report:
• Nearly (65%) of IT companies in India are employing gig 

workers this year.
• However, their share in the total workforce remains less 

than 5%.
• Focus on specialized skills requirement, employee de-

mand elasticity and cost optimization are enabling orga-
nizations to embed gig for technology roles.

• Top Giggable skills: Software development, UI/UX design, 
and data analytics.

Agriculture

CURCUMIN COMPOUND

Context: 
Researchers of the Transdisciplinary University of Health Scienc-
es & Technology (TDU), Bengaluru, have validated the immuni-
ty-boosting ability of the ‘Curcumin’ compound against mastitis 
in cattle.

Curcumin: 
It is a yellow pigment found primarily in turmeric. It is a polyphenol 
compound with anti-inflammatory properties and allegedly has 
the ability to increase the number of antioxidants that the body 
produces. 

Bovine mastitis: 
It is a condition with the persistent and inflammatory reaction of 
the udder tissue due to either physical trauma/injury or infections 
caused by various microorganisms including viruses, mycoplasma, 
fungus and bacteria.  
Symptoms: inflammation of the udder into a red-hard mass with 
pain, milk yield totally stops or is severely restricted, milk pro-
duced contains blood clots and has a foul smell.
Treatment: No vaccination is available against mastitis. Anti-in-
flammatory and antibiotic treatment is used as applicable.
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FERTILIZER SUBSIDY

Context: 
Considering the huge increase in the prices of fertilizers in the 
global market, the Centre has ‘doubled’ the Phosphatic and Potas-
sic (P&K) fertilizer subsidy for this Rabi season. 

Fertilizer pricing in India:
Under the Nutrient Based Subsidy (NBS) Scheme (2010), the pric-
es are fixed by companies (decontrolled) but a fixed amount of 
subsidy decided on an annual basis is provided on each grade of 
subsidized Phosphatic and Potassic (P&K) fertilizers, except for 
Urea, based on the nutrient content present in them, so as to keep 
the prices within reasonable level. 

Urea Pricing policy: 
Due to natural gas-based feedstock, the MRP of urea is statutorily 
fixed by the Government of India. The Centre pays subsidy on urea 
to fertiliser manufacturers on the basis of cost of production at 
each plant and the units are required to sell the fertiliser at the 
government-set Maximum Retail Price (MRP). 

How subsidies are paid?
The Direct benefit transfer (DBT) system was introduced in 2018. 
The retailer’s point-of-sale (PoS) machine is linked to the Depart-
ment of Fertilizers’ e-Urvarak DBT portal. Farmers purchasing 
fertilizers provide identity proof (Aadhar or Kisan Credit Card) to 
certify sales. Only sales registered on the e-Urvarak portal get DBT 
for the companies. 

Related News: India aims to end urea imports from 2025
India is the top importer of urea, and it imports ~ 30% of its aver-
age 35 million tons of annual consumption. 
To end this import dependence, India is to commission 5 new Urea 
plants by 2025 to add 6.5 million tons of capacity to its existing 32 
plants with a total 26 million tons of capacity.
Additionally, India is boosting nano urea production (target: 5 mil-
lion tons by 2025) to reduce consumption by improving consump-
tion efficiency.

Science and Technology

DNA TESTS FALL UNDER A GREY 
AREA

Context:  
More and more complainants are seeking DNA tests.
DNA analysis, also called DNA typing or DNA profiling, examines 
DNA found in physical evidence such as blood, hair, and semen, 
and determines whether it can be matched to DNA taken from 
specific individuals
National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Labora-
tories (NABL): It says it tests around 300-400 samples each month-
both private requests and court-mandated.

Supreme court on DNA tests:
• Compelling an unwilling person to undergo a DNA test: It 

would be a violation of his/her personal liberty and right 
to privacy under Article 21.

• Bhabani Prasad Jena, 2010: Judges cannot order genetic 
tests as a “roving enquiry”.

• Ashok Kumar Judgment (2021): Judges, before ordering a 
genetic test, should examine the “proportionality of the 
legitimate aims” being pursued.

What are DNA tests used for?
• Nab Criminals: It can also help to nab criminals and as a 

piece of evidence in a criminal case
• DNA profiles taken from the place of crime can be 

matched with the samples of criminals arrested even af-
ter several years.

• Identifying accident victims, missing people or identifying 
disaster victims.

• The identification of parents is also possible with the use 
of DNA profiling.

Criticism: 
Privacy issues: DNA profiling is being criticized as a technique that 
breaches an individual’s privacy. 

Process of DNA Profiling (see diagram below)

                             

https://www.thehindu.com/business/india-aims-to-end-urea-imports-from-2025-pegs-fy23-fertilisers-subsidy-at-272-bn/article66088095.ece
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Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA):
It is the hereditary complex molecule present in humans and al-
most all other organisms. It contains all of the information neces-
sary to build and maintain an organism including biological infor-
mation. DNA can be extracted from saliva, hair, blood samples, 
any small amount of the muscles or tissues of a person, or nail 
scraping.

• It was first identified by James Watson and Francis Crick 
in 1953. 

WHO FUNGAL PRIORITY PATHO-
GENS LIST (FPPL)

Context:  
The World Health Organization (WHO) has published a report high-
lighting the first-ever list of fungal “priority pathogens” – a cata-
logue of the 19 fungi that represent the greatest threat to public 
health, due to antimicrobial resistance cases rising.

WHO Fungal Priority Pathogens List (FPPL):
• It is divided into three categories: critical, high and me-

dium priority.
• Fungal pathogens are major threat as: Only four class of 

anti-fungal medicines are currently available; Fungal in-
fection are becoming more common (esp. after Pandem-
ic); Fungi are becoming more resistant to treatment. 

• Steps Needed: Effective Surveillance; Public Health Inter-
ventions; R&D and innovations. 

SALMONELLA

Context: 
Recent studies have found the emergence of multi-drug resistant 
Salmonella Typhimurium DT104 that causes infections in humans 
and cattle.

Salmonella
• They are gram-negative bacteria (containing double cell 

walls), hence, highly resistant to antibiotics.
• Most infections are due to the ingestion of food contam-

inated by animal faeces or by human faeces.
• Two main groups—typhoidal (zoonotic) and nontyphoid-

al (human to human)
• Recent studies reported an annual incidence of as many 

as 360 cases of typhoid fever per 1,00,000 people, with 
an annual estimate of 4.5 million cases and 8,930 deaths 
(0.2% fatality rate) in India.

In this cell structure of salmonella, you can see the thick cell 
membrane which protects it from anti-bacterial chemicals

MENGTIAN MODULE

Context:  
China launched the final component — the Mengtian module — 
of its permanent space station on October 31, 2022, from Hainan, 
the country’s southernmost island province.

Mengtian module: 
• Mengtian (literal meaning: Dreaming of the Heaven) was 

sent to the earth’s lower orbit, aboard the Long March-5B 
Y4 carrier rocket. It will finish the T-shaped structure of 
the space station.

• The other lab module Wentian was sent in July this year. 

Tiangong Space Station
• The space station will operate in low-Earth orbit at an al-

titude of 340-450 km above Earth’s surface.
• Tiangong, which means “heavenly palace”, is expected to 

become fully operational by the end of the year and is set 
to be operational for at least 10-15 years.

• It’s T shaped module having two arms – Wentian and 
Mengtian.

Significance of the space station:
• It will aid China’s aim to become a major space power by 

2030.
• It would be the country’s eye from the sky, providing the 

clock bird’s-eye view for its astronauts on the rest of the 
world.

• It replicates the International Space Station (ISS), from 
which China was excluded.

                          

LIFE ON MARS

Context:  
New research published on Astrobiology found that ancient bacte-
ria called ‘Conan the Bacterium’ (Deinococcus radiodurans) could 
survive 280 million years if buried under Mars’ surface - much lon-
ger than previously thought.
No evidence of surviving life on Mars is known to mankind:

• The surface of the Red Planet is dry and immensely cold 
with an average of -63 degrees Celsius.

• Also, its thin atmosphere and absence of a magneto-
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sphere let in cosmic radiation and solar winds.
• Thus, these factors paired with only a trace amount of 

water lead to inhabitability of life on Mars.

Mars is the fourth planet from the Sun and the second-smallest 
planet in the Solar System. Research in the past ten years has re-
vealed that some four billion years ago, Mars was more similar to 
our planet with flowing water and a thicker atmosphere. There-
fore, various missions to search for possibilities of life on Mars 
have been sent including:

• ISRO: Mars Orbiter Mission (Mangalyaan) (2013)
• NASA: Perseverance with Ingenuity helicopter (2020)
• CNSA (China): Tianwen-1 with Zhurong rover (2020)
• UAE: Hope (Al Amal) (2020)

HUMAN DNA IS 8 % VIRUS

Context:  
According to new research 8 per cent of our DNA consists of rem-
nants of ancient viruses.

Human Endogenous Retroviruses (HERVs):
• HERVs are a family of viruses within our genome with 

similarities to present-day exogenous retroviruses.
• By targeting germ cells (such as egg or sperm), these ret-

roviruses became incorporated into human ancestral ge-
nomes over the course of millions of years.

• The effects of HERVs on human health are still unclear. 
Some are toxic to humans, while others are healthy.

CORONAL HOLES

Context: 
NASA released an image taken by its Solar Dynamics Observatory 
(SDO) where the Sun seems to be “smiling” as a smiley-like figure 
was made due to the presence of dark coronal holes.

                                        

A coronal hole is a temporary region of relatively cool, less dense 
plasma in the solar corona where the Sun›s magnetic field extends 
into interplanetary space as an open field.

                        

Do you know?
NASA’s Solar Dynamics Observatory: Launched in 2010 as a part 
of the Living With A Star (LWS) program, it is a spacecraft that 
studies how solar activity happens and how that impacts the entire 
solar system. SDO takes observations of the Sun’s interior, surface, 
and atmosphere.

LI-ION BATTERY AND NEW AN-
ODE MATERIAL

Context:  
Researchers from IIT Gandhinagar and Japan discovered a new 
anode material which could be helpful in ensuring the life and ul-
tra-fast charging of lithium-ion batteries (LIBs).

New Anode Material:
It is a two-dimensional (2D) anode material, developed using 
Nano sheets derived from Titanium Diboride (TiB2). This anode 
had an ultra-fast charging capacity with a considerable discharge 
capacity at high-capacity retention. 

Batteries are comprised of 3 essential components:
• The Anode is the negative or reducing electrode that re-

leases electrons to the external circuit and oxidizes during 
an electrochemical reaction

• The Cathode is the positive or oxidizing electrode that ac-
quires electrons from the external circuit and is reduced 
during the electrochemical reaction.

• The Electrolyte is the medium that provides the ion trans-
port mechanism between the cathode and anode of a 
cell.
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INDIA’S FIRST DATA CENTRE 

Context: 
North India’s first hyper-scale data centre Yotta D1 was estab-
lished recently.

About Yotta D1: ‘Yotta D1’ features Internet peering exchanges 
and direct fibre connectivity to and from global cloud operators, 
making it extremely useful for global connectivity. It will help in 
accessing services like public cloud service, cyber security, and di-
saster recovery.

A data centre is a facility that centralizes an organization’s shared 
IT operations and equipment for the purposes of storing, process-
ing, and disseminating data and applications.

Need for and significance of the data centre:
1. To increase storage capacity.
2. It comes in the backdrop of Global Investors Summit 

2023 to create avenues for investment
3. The policy also takes care of building investor confidence 

by:
a. simplifying land allotment procedures
b. procedures for availing electricity. 
c. It will also provide financial and non-financial 

incentives to investors

Concerns: 
However, concerns about security of data prevail as centralisation 
of huge data would mean higher risks of cyber-attacks.

A comprehensive digital infrastructure envisions optimisation of 
resources. The data centre paves way for Industrial Revolution 4.0 
in India. However, concerns must be addressed through data de-
centralisation measures can also be taken including Edge Comput-
ing, etc.

SCIENCE BASED TARGETS INITIA-
TIVE (SBTI)

Context: 
It is a partnership between the UN Global Compact, the World 
Resource Institute, the World-Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and a 
global non-profit body CDP with the aim of driving climate action 
in the private sector.
Organizations are encouraged to set Net-Zero Science-based tar-
gets. SBTi is also the lead partner in the business ambition for the 
1.5-degree Campaign. 

CORDY GOLD NANOPARTICLES 
(COR-AUNPS)

Context: 
Cordy gold nanoparticles (Cor-AuNPs) - scientists from four Indian 
institutions, have recently received an international patent from 
Germany.
About Cor-AuNPs: These nanoparticles are derived from the syn-
thesis of the extracts of Cordyceps militaris (called super mush-
room) - a high-value parasitic fungus, and gold salts - ionic chemi-
cal compounds of gold generally used in medicine. 
Cordyceps militaris has proven medicinal and nutraceutical prop-
erties. The nanoparticles could make drug delivery in the human 
body faster and surer as the penetration in the cells is more when 
the drug particles are smaller. 

RISAT-2 SATELLITE

Context: 
ISRO’s RISAT-2 satellite, launched in 2009, has made an uncon-
trolled re-entry into the Earth’s atmosphere.
RISAT-2 was launched by the PSLV-C12. It is designed to monitor 
India’s borders and as part of anti-infiltration and anti-terrorist op-
erations.
India’s RISAT programme: a series of Indian ra-
dar imaging reconnaissance satellites built by ISRO.
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CRI

Context: 
International Counter Ransomware Initiative (CRI- 36 countries, 
India EU etc), will enhance “collective resilience” to ransomware, 
disrupt attacks, and counter illicit finance so as to underpin the 
ransomware ecosystem.
Ransomware is malware designed to deny a user or organization 
access to files on their computer. 
• CRI will establish an international counter-ransomware task 

force led by Australia to “coordinate resilience, disruption and 
counter illicit finance activities”. 

• India will establish a dedicated counter ransomware plat-
form, Malwarekosh, “to support, analyse, share and collabo-
rate on counter ransomware activities”.

LYCOPENE SENSORS
Context:  
A team of researchers from the Institute of Nano Science and 
Technology (INST), Mohali, has developed a nano-biosensor for 
detecting ‘lycopene’, a phytochemical with high commercial value.
Lycopene is a non-provitamin A carotenoid (responsible for giving 
colour) that is responsible for the red to pink colours seen in toma-
toes, pink grapefruit, and other foods.
Lycopene is a powerful antioxidant with many health benefits, in-
cluding sun protection, improved heart health and a lower risk of 
certain types of cancer.

BEIDOU SATELLITE SYSTEM

Context: 
China has announced plans to increase the global reach of its 
home-grown Beidou satellite navigation system, an alternative to 
America’s Global Positioning System (GPS).

About the Beidou : 
It is a constellation of 30 satellites in orbit, constructed and oper-
ated by China and currently in use in more than half of the world’s 
countries.
India’s Navigation with Indian Constellation (NavIC operational 
since 2018): NavIC is an indigenous navigation satellite system de-
veloped by ISRO. It has a constellation of 7 satellites with coverage 
up to 1,500 kilometres from India’s borders and was designed to 
reduce reliance on foreign satellite systems for navigation.

 

 Regional 
Navigation 
Satellite System

Global Navigation Satellite 
Systems

1. India’s 
NavIC

2. Japan’s 
QZSS

1. America’s GPS

2. Galileo from the Eu-
ropean Union

3. Russian GLONASS

4. China’s Beidou

Environment

GLOBAL CLIMATE OBSERVING 
SYSTEM (GCOS) CONFERENCE

Context: 
Experts from the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) confer-
ence have observed that the Climate observing system remains 
fragile and needs financing for strengthening and sustaining it.

Global Climate Observing System (GCOS) conference
GCOS conference was hosted by Exploitation of Meteorological 
Satellites (EUMETSAT). The Global Climate Observing System was 
established in 1992 as an outcome of the Second World Climate 
Conference. 

• Objectives: To ensure that the observations and infor-
mation needed to address climate-related issues are ob-
tained and made available to all potential users.

HARIT AAYKAR INITIATIVE

Context:  
Recently Income Tax Department launched the HARIT Aaykar ini-
tiative on the occasion of National Unity Day.

HARIT (Hariyali Achievement Resolution by Income 
Tax) Aaykar initiative 

• Launched by: Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
• Objectives: to increase the green cover by planting trees 
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and creating micro-forests in and around Income Tax De-
partment’s buildings and other public areas.

• The first of such micro-forests has been inaugurated near 
the Attari border in Punjab.

What are micro forests/ Miyawaki method?
• Developed by a Japanese botanist after whom it is named.
• It is a small, planted forest that maximises tree density 

and biodiversity.
• Achieving this goal requires planting a wide variety of 

plants in a fairly dense manner so that the plot of land 
has different layers of a forest such as shrubs and cano-
pies and not just trees.

• Plants typically require anywhere between eight to nine 
months of care before reaching a point where the micro 
forest becomes self-sustaining.

ACECLOFENAC

Context:  
Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI) has demanded a ban on 
using Aceclofenac in cattle after a new study showed that the drug 
metabolises into diclofenac in water buffaloes.

What was diclofenac?
• Diclofenac — an anti-inflammatory drug — was banned 

for veterinary use by the Government of India in 2006. 
	 It was found to be the main cause of a dramatic 

decline (99 per cent) of the vulture population 
across Asia.

• The drug caused accidental poisoning in raptors after 
they fed on carcasses of cattle injected with it.

What does the Vulture action plan 2020-25 says?

• It advocates the prevention of misuse of veterinary 
non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) by en-
suring their sale only on prescription.

• It also recommends that veterinary treatment should be 
given only by qualified veterinarians..

• It promotes the scientific manner of disposal of livestock 
carcasses so that vultures do not get exposed to the car-
casses of animals that died during treatment.

• The plan mentions Aceclofenac as ‘toxic’, asking the 
Drugs Controller General of India (DGCI) to ban its veter-
inary use — along with other drugs like nimesulide and 
ketoprofen.

Safer alternative for diclofenac and Aceclofenac: meloxicam and 
tolfenamic acid.

WORLD CITIES DAY
Context:  
On 31st October World cities day was observed.

World cities day: 
• UNGA designated 31 October as World Cities Day and it 

was first celebrated in 2014.
• Objectives: to promote the international community’s in-

terest in global urbanization, Sustainable urban develop-
ment across the world.

• Urban October was launched by UN-Habitat in 2014 to 
emphasize the world’s urban challenges and engage the 
international community towards the New Urban Agen-
da.

	 World Cities Day brings Urban October to an 
end on 31 October each year.

UN – Habitat
• The United Nations Human Settlements Programme 

(UN-Habitat) is the United Nations agency for human set-
tlements and sustainable urban development.

• It was established in 1978..
• It is mandated by the United Nations General Assembly 

to promote socially and environmentally sustainable 
towns and cities to provide adequate shelter for all.

• It has its headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya.

CSE REPORT ON NATURAL DISAS-
TERS

Context:  
According to a recent CSE report, India saw natural disasters al-
most every day in the first 9 months of 2022.

Key highlights of the report: 
• India recorded extreme weather events (include heat-

waves, cold waves, cyclones, lightning, heavy rainfall, 
floods and landslides) on 242 of the 273 days from Janu-
ary 1 through September 30, 2022.

• Most affected state: Madhya Pradesh
• Loss and Damage: 

	 Deaths: highest in Himachal Pradesh (359), fol-
lowed by Madhya Pradesh and Assam.

	 Lightning and storms were spread over 30 
states and claimed 773 lives.

	 Heat waves claimed 45 lives.
	 Damage: Assam reported the highest number 

of damaged houses and animal deaths.

• Worst hit Regions:  central and north-western India re-
ported the highest number of days (198 and 195 respec-
tively) with extreme weather events. 

• In terms of human lives lost, central India topped the list 
with 887 deaths, followed by East and North East India 
(783 deaths).
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• Reasons: Global warming-induced changes in the atmo-
spheric and water system around the world. 

Centre for Science and Environment is a Delhi-based non-profit 
organisation, with the aim to develop into an excellent resource 
centre with information on sustainable development issues.

UP GETS ITS FOURTH TIGER RE-
SERVE

Context: 
Ranipur Tiger Reserve in Uttar Pradesh has become the 53rd tiger 
reserve in India. As of right now, the Ranipur Wildlife Sanctuary in 
the Chitrakoot district has no tigers of its own

• The Ranipur Tiger Reserve in the Chitrakoot district is the 
fourth in the state.

•  The other tiger reserves in Uttar Pradesh include Dud-
hwa, Pilibhit, and Amangarh (a buffer of Corbett Tiger 
Reserve).

MUDUMALAI TIGER RESERVE 
BUFFER

Context: 
An invasive species, Senna spectabilis, an exotic tree, has taken 
over between 800 and 1,200 hectares of the buffer zones of the 
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR) in the picturesque Nilgiris hill dis-
trict.

What is the ‘Invasive species?
An invasive species is an organism that is not indigenous, or native, 
to a particular area. Invasive species can cause great economic and 
environmental harm to the new area.

Senna spectabilis: 
It was Introduced as an ornamental species and for use as fire-
wood from South and Central America. 

Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR): It is located in the Nilgiris District 
of Tamil Nadu state at the tri-junction of three states, viz, Karnata-
ka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu.

• It is a part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve (1st Biosphere 
Reserve in India).

• It is surrounded by Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (Kerala) 
in the West, Bandipur National Park (Karnataka) in the 
North, Mukurthi National Park and Silent Valley in the 
South.

                           

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR BIO-
SPHERE RESERVES

Context:  
November 3 will be the first ‘The International Day for Biosphere 
Reserves’, to be celebrated beginning 2022.

Biosphere reserves: 
• Biosphere Reserve (BR) is an international designation by 

UNESCO for representative parts of natural and cultur-
al landscapes extending over large area of terrestrial or 
coastal/marine ecosystems or a combination thereof.

• The World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) was 
formed in 1971, as a backbone for biodiversity conserva-
tion, ecosystem restoration, and living in harmony with 
nature. 

	 Nilgiris stretching over Tamil Nadu, Karnataka 
and Kerala was the first biosphere reserve of 
India designated by UNESCO in 2000.

• Spain has the maximum 53 biosphere reserves. 
• Governments alone decide which areas to nominate. Be-

fore approval by UNESCO, the sites are externally exam-
ined.
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Q. Which one of the following are Agasthymalai biosphere re-
serve? (UPSC CSE 2019)
a. Neyyar, Peppara and Shendurney wildlife sanctuaries and 

Kalakad Mundanthurai tiger reserve
b. Mudumalai Sathayamangalam and Wayanad wildlife sanc-

tuaries and silent valley national park
c. Kaundinya Gundla Bhrameshwaram and Papikonda wildlife 

sanctuaries and Mukurthi national park
d. Kawal and Shree Venkateshwara wildlife sanctuaries; and 

Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam tiger reserve

Answer: A

PANAMARAM HERONRY

Context:  
Panamaram heronry is set to get a fresh lease of life, thanks to the 
intervention of the Kerala State Biodiversity Board (KSBB) and the 
Panamaram grama panchayat.

Panamaram heronry: 

• It is an important site for breeding 9 species of water 
birds - black headed-ibis, purple heron, large egret, me-
dian egret, little egret, pond heron, night heron, and little 
cormorant.

• The heronry, formed on a sandbank on the Panamaram 
river (Wayanad district, Kerala) is covered with vegeta-
tion, predominantly bamboo groves.

a. Panamaram River is a tributary of the Kabani River 
along with Mananthavady, Babali, Noolpuzha and 
Nugu Rivers.

• Major threats: Destruction of bamboo groves after a 
massive blossoming of the plant and illegal sand-mining 
near the islet.

What is heronry?
• It is the breeding grounds of herons. 
• Herons are long-legged, long-necked, freshwater and 

coastal birds some of which are referred to as egrets or 
bitterns rather than herons.

• Herons, by evolutionary adaptation, have long beaks.
• IUCN: Least Concern

NAGALAND TO UNDERTAKE FIRST 
BIRD COUNT

Direction: 
Kindly refer to the 2nd Nov article on Amur Falcon “Amur falcon 
hunting banned in Manipur”

Context: 

Nagaland is undertaking the first avian documentation exercise to 
go beyond Amur falcons.
The four-day Tokhü Emong Bird Count (TEBC) coincides with the 
post-harvest Tokhü Emong festival of the Lothas, the Naga com-
munity that dominates Wokha district, also the most preferred 
stopover of the Amur falcons en-route from east Asia to southern 
Africa.
The TEBC falls within the Salim Ali Bird Count, a nationwide event 
conducted by the Bombay Natural History Society (an NGO).

POLAVARAM PROJECT

Context: 
The Polavaram Project Authority (PPA) is conducting a joint survey 
on the project’s backwater effect in Telangana.

About the Polavaram project:
• It is an under-construction multi-purpose irrigation proj-

ect on the Godavari River in Andhra Pradesh.
• The project has been accorded National project status by 

the Central Government of India and its backwater spreads 
into parts of Chhattisgarh and Odisha States.

• It gives a major boost to the tourism sector as the reservoir 
covers the famous Papikonda National Park, Polavaram 
hydroelectric project (HEP) and National Waterway 4

ADAPTATION GAP REPORT 2022

Context: 
UNEP’s Adaptation Gap Report 2022 says that global adaptation 
planning, financing and implementation efforts are insufficient to 
prepare the world for climate change related catastrophes.

Key Points:
• Progress on adaptation plans: A third of the 197 parties 

to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/02/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-02-november-2022/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/11/02/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-02-november-2022/
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Change (UNFCCC) have incorporated quantified and time-
bound targets for adaptation.

• Finance: Five-10 times lower than required and this gap 
continues to grow. 

Recommendation:
• Nature-based solutions to link mitigation and adaptation.
• Ensure a new business model for turning adaptation 

priorities into investable projects
• Ensure the availability of climate risk data and informa-

tion
• Implementation and operationalisation of early warning 

systems

About the Adaptation Gap Report:
• It has been published by UNEP since 2014.
• Aims to inform national and international efforts to ad-

vance adaptation.

About the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP):

• The UNEP was established in 1972 following the United 
Nations Conference on the Human Environment in Stock-
holm.

• UNEP, headquartered in Nairobi, Kenya.
• It publishes annually – the Emissions Gap Report, and 

the Adaptation Gap Report.

Species in News

DOLPHINS RETURN TO THE GAN-
GA IN UP

Context:  
Dolphins have started coming back to the Ganga River with im-
provement in the quality of its water through the Namami Gange 
Programme, with UP having around 600 dolphins.

Gangetic Dolphins
• Dolphins have been included in Schedule I of the Indi-

an Wild Life (Protection) Act 1972, in Appendix I of the 
CITES, in Appendix II of the Convention on Migratory Spe-
cies (CMS).

• IUCN Status: Endangered
• Identified under the centrally sponsored scheme, “Devel-

opment of Wildlife Habitat”.
• The Gangetic River dolphins can only live in freshwater, 

are blind and catch their prey in a unique manner, using 
ultrasonic sound waves.

• Distribution: Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand and West Bengal. 

• Habitat: They live in the Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna 
and Karnaphuli-Sangu River systems of Nepal, India, and 
Bangladesh.

• Significance: It is a reliable indicator of the health of the 
entire river ecosystem.

• The global population of the Ganges Dolphin is estimated 
at around 4,000, and nearly 80% are found in the Indian 
subcontinent.

Namami Gange programme: 
The Namami Gange programme was launched in 2014 with the 
objective to rejuvenate Ganga by adopting an integrated approach 
which focused on the interception and diversion of sewage by tap-
ping the drains flowing into the river Ganga.

Q. Which one of the following is the national aquatic ani-
mal of India? (UPSC CSE 2015)

(a)  Saltwater crocodile

(b)  Olive ridley turtle

(c)  Gangetic dolphin

(d)  Gharial

Ans: (c)

                                  

TERAI ELEPHANT RESERVE 

Context: 
Centre has approved setting up Terai Elephant Reserve (TER) at 
Dudhwa-Pilibhit in Uttar Pradesh.
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About the reserve:
                         Elephant reserves are created under Project Elephant, 
a centrally sponsored scheme launched in 1992. Tamil Nadu and 
Assam have the highest number of elephant reserves with five each.
Other recently created elephant reserves in news:

• Lemru, Chhattisgarh 
• Agasthymalai, Tamil Nadu.

Asiatic Elephant (IUCN: Endangered) is recognized as a National 
Heritage Animal, protection under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife (Pro-
tection) Act, 1972 and Appendix I of CITES. India has the largest 
population of Asian elephants with 30,000 wild and 3,600 captive 
ones.

AMUR FALCON HUNTING 
BANNED IN MANIPUR

Context: 
The hunting, killing and sale of amur falcons have been banned in 
Manipur.

• Locally known as Akhuipuina, the amur falcons arrive 
mainly in Manipur and Nagaland on its southbound mi-
gration from breeding grounds in North China, Eastern 
Mongolia and far-east Russia en route to its wintering 
grounds in South Africa. 

Related laws:
The Manipur Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 has made it clear that 
these migratory birds cannot be hunted, sold or killed. Those who 
disobey it will be pulled up.
The migratory bird is protected under the Wildlife Protection Act 
1972 and included under Schedule IV. 

                                     

Amur falcon: Scientific Name: Falco amurensis, Breeds in South-
east Russia and northern China, Migrates west through India and 
across the Arabian Sea to Southern Africa.

IUCN Red List Status: Least Concern

RHINO HORNS ARE SHRINKING

Context:  
According to a study, published in People and Nature by the British 
Ecological Society, the horns of rhinoceroses may have become 
smaller over time from the impact of hunting.

One-horned Rhinos
• Also known as Indian rhino, it is the largest of the rhino 

species.
• It is identified by a single black horn and a grey-brown 

hide with skin folds.
• Food: They primarily graze, with a diet consisting almost 

entirely of grasses as well as leaves, branches of shrubs 
and trees, fruit, and aquatic plants.

Protection status
• IUCN Red list: Vulnerable
• Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule I.
• CITES: Appendix I

Other conservation efforts: 
• The New Delhi Declaration on Asian Rhinos 2019 signed 

by the five rhino range nations (India, Bhutan, Nepal, In-
donesia and Malaysia) for the conservation and protec-
tion of the species.

• MoEFCC efforts of DNA Profiling of all the rhinos in the 
country.

• Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020): launched in 2005 to 
increase the rhino population in Assam to 3,000 by estab-
lishing populations in new areas.

Other species of Rhinos
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Q. Consider the following statements: (UPSC CSE 2019)

1. Asiatic lion naturally found in India only
2. Double-humped camel is naturally found in India only
3. One-horned rhinoceros is naturally found in India only

Which one of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer:  A

Defence

MAKE-II ROUTE OF DEFENCE 
PROCUREMENT

Context: 
The Indian Army has approved five Project Sanction Orders (PSOs) 
for the development of niche technology by the Indian industry 
under the Make-II route of defence procurement.

Background:
• ‘Make in India’ gets a boost.
• The DPP was first initiated in 2002 by the Ministry of De-

fence.
• It was reformed in 2016, emphasising on indigenously 

designed, developed and manufactured weapon systems 
and eventually moving towards self-reliance in the field 
of defence manufacturing.

 ‘Make’ Procedure has the following two sub-catego-
ries:

• Make-I (Government Funded): Government - 90%, re-
leased in a phased manner, based on the progress of the 
program.

• Make-II (Industry Funded): Primarily for import 
substitution or innovative solutions, for which no 
Government funding.
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Our founder & director, Vinay Sir, with 120 toppers of UPSC CSE-2021 
at the Felicitation Ceremony conducted at Bengaluru.

Have you subscribed to our podcast channel yet?  
Join us every week & listen to stories that will 

reignite your imagination & inspire meaningful actions!
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