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Topic: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 
relating to Health, Education, Human Resources. 
 

Importance of Mother Tongue in Education 
 
Introduction  

• India is a land of linguistic diversity and the languages differ in their dialects every 100 kms. 

• The National Education Policy (NEP), 2020, says that wherever possible the medium of instruction in 
schools until Grade V — preferably until Grade VIII — should be the mother tongue or regional 
language. 

 
Importance of Mother Tongue as foundational language 

• Mother tongue is the very first language that one hears, understands and gets familiar with. 

• Thus, it plays important role in shaping feelings, emotions and thought processes. 

• Several psychological, social and educational experiments proved that learning through the 
mother tongue is faster and more effective.  

• Incomplete first language skills often make learning other languages more difficult. Thus it will lower 
the drop-out rate. 

• Mother tongue is critically important for cognitive, psychological and personality development, 
education and learning. 

• Educating children in their mother tongue will also build a strong home-school partnership in their 
learning.  

• Parents will be able to participate in their child’s education and make the experience of learning for 
the students more wholesome. 
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Should primary education be in mother tongue or in English? 

• Every language spoken in the world represents a special culture, melody, colour and is an asset. 

• Several psychological, social and educational experiments proved that learning through the mother 
tongue is deeper, faster and more effective. 

• Much of a child’s future social and intellectual development hinges on the milestone of mother 
tongue. 

• Incomplete first language skills often make learning other languages more difficult. 

• Children of migrant families are finding themselves at crossroads, being unable to master either the 
first or the second language they are forced to study in. 

• Gandhiji warned: “If the English educated neglect as they have done and even now continue, as 
some do, to be ignorant of mother tongue, linguistic starvation will abide.” 
 

Concerns / Challenges  

• It might not be possible for all languages to become the medium of instruction. 

• The use of mother tongue in schools widen the divide between those who can communicate in 
English and those who cannot. 

• Providing technical education in regional languages requires teachers proficient in undertaking 
classes in the vernacular medium. 

• It might not be financially viable because of the lack of funds and lack of trained staff. 

• The initial investment in bilingual programmes can be high because of the additional cost of 
developing new learning material. 

• Another challenge is selecting which mother tongues become the medium of instruction in a school 
and which do not.  

 
Government and Private Initiatives 

• The need to build an effective multilingual education system across diverse streams and disciplines 
is imperative. 

• In this context, the collaboration between the AICTE and IIT Madras to translate some courses on the 
central government’s e-learning platform, Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds 
(SWAYAM) into regional languages is commendable.  

• Such tech-led initiatives will serve to democratise higher education. 

• At the same time, the decision of the AICTE to permit Tech programmes in native languages, in tune 
with the NEP, is a historic move. 

• Google’s Project Navlekha in India: the project is aimed at increasing the online content in Indian 
local languages. 

 
Way Forward 

• When it comes to education in mother tongue and local languages, we can take the cue from 
European countries as well as Asian powers such as Japan, China and Korea, among others. 

• People should be made aware of the professional viability of pursuing degrees in native languages.  

• To maintain any native language, it is necessary that it is spoken.  

• The inclusion of languages in the digital world and the creation of inclusive learning content is vital. 

• Remote learning based on the mother tongue should be incorporated into education systems in 
order for all learners, especially those from linguistic minorities, to access education during school 
closures and beyond. 
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