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Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments,
significant provisions and basic structure.

The landmark SC judgement that has extended the right to safe and legal abortion up
to 24 weeks to unmarried and single women will go a long way in addressing
anomalies in India’s abortion law and ensure right to bodily autonomy. Analyse. (250

words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express , The Hindu

Why the question:

The historic judgment of the Supreme Court Bench led by Justice D.Y. Chandrachud that unmarried
women in a consensual relationship are also entitled to safe and legal abortion along with its strong
emphasis on women’s right to bodily autonomy without the need for authorisation from a third-party
to access abortion was welcomed as “progressive” and a “ray of hope” at a time sexual and
reproductive rights have come under threat globally.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the various issues in India’s abortion law and the impact of recent SC judgement on it.
Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:
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Introduction:

Begin by giving context.

Body:

First, write about the various issues Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Act 2021 as to
why the practise of illegal and unsafe abortions continues in the county — distinction between
married and unmarried, lack of awareness, discrimination, stigma, lack of counselling etc. Write
about its impact on the women

Next, write about how the recent judgement of SC will impact the above.

Conclusion:

Comment with a balanced way forward.

Introduction

Recently, the Supreme Court of India allowed an unmarried woman to end her pregnancy at 24
weeks, after the Delhi High Court refused to allow it, citing the provisions of the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act.

Body
Supreme court Ruling in extending right to safe and legal abortion

e Ittook an expansive view of the issue and interpreted MTP Act 2021, as the word partner
instead of husband, exhibiting the intention of the law of the land to not confine it to only
marital relationships.

e It also said that the petitioner cannot be denied the benefit of the law, on the ground that
she was unmarried, and that doing so would be contrary to the ‘object and spirit’ of the
legislation.

e Further, the bench directed the director of the All-India Institute of Medical Sciences
(AlIMS) to set up a medical board of two doctors to examine the woman (as per the
provisions of the MTP Act) to determine if it was safe and not a risk to the life of the mother
to terminate the pregnancy.

o Ifitistheir opinion that it is safe to do so, then AlIMS can conduct the procedure on
her.

Addressing anomalies

e While the law recognizes changes in a pregnant woman’s marital status with her spouses —
such as divorce and widowhood — it does not address the situation for unmarried women.

e ltisahighly regulated procedure whereby the law transfers the decision-making power from
the pregnant woman to the Recognized Medical Practitioner (RMP) and provides great
discretion to the RMP to determine whether abortion should be provided or not.

e The court noted that the Rules permit termination of pregnancies of up to 24 weeks in
seven specific categories, including survivors of rape or sexual assault, minors, in case of
physical disabilities and fetal malformation.

o The court said that unmarried women whose pregnancy is over 20 weeks may have
also conceived in a similarly vulnerable situation.

e Pregnancy within and outside marriage: The legislature has not just used the word
‘husband’. It has also used the word ‘partner’.
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o Sothe legislature is not just concerned about women who undergo pregnancy
within marriage, but outside marriage too.

o Medical risk is the same for both married and unmarried women

e Sec 3 of MTP Act: Section 3 (when pregnancies may be terminated by registered medical
practitioners) of 1971 Act allows women who are less than 20 weeks’ pregnant to
terminate if they had conceived due to the “failure of a family planning device”.

o The law presumes that such a pregnancy would be a cause of mental anguish and
constitute a “grave injury to the mental health of the pregnant woman”.

Conclusion

Access to abortion is critically tied to preserving and upholding the human rights of pregnant
women, girls, and others, and hence to attaining social and gender justice. Only expanding the
definition of women in the law can go a long way in making safe abortion a norm.

The uniform civil code (UCC) aims to provide protection to vulnerable sections as
envisaged by Ambedkar including women and religious minorities, while also

promoting nationalistic fervour through unity. Critically Analyse. (250 words)
Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India

Why the question:

Gujarat Home Minister Harsh Sanghavi on Saturday (October 29) announced the formation of a
committee to implement a uniform civil code (UCC) in the state. In May this year, Uttarakhand
announced a committee led by retired Supreme Court judge Justice Ranjana Desai to carry out a
similar exercise. Assam and Himachal Pradesh, also ruled by the BJP, too have supported the idea of
a UCC.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about analyse the debate regarding introduction of the Uniform civil code.

Directive word:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a
balanced judgment on the topic.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by defining Uniform Civil Code (UCC) as per article 44.

Body:

First, explaining the aims and objectives behind UCC in India.

Next, discuss in detail the arguments for UCC in India — Mentioned in DPSP, uniformity of laws,
achieving equality, simplification of law, progressive measure etc.

Next, discuss in detail the arguments against the UCC in India — Lack of consensus, against cultural
diversity, right of minorities, tribal customs etc.

Conclusion:

Conclude by giving a balanced opinion regarding UCC.

Introduction

w
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A Uniform Civil Code is one that would provide for one law for the entire country, applicable to all
religious communities in their personal matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption
etc. It proposes to replace the personal laws based on the scriptures and customs of each major
religious community in the country with a common set of laws governing every citizen.

Article 44 of the Constitution lays down that the state shall endeavor to secure a Uniform Civil Code
for the citizens throughout the territory of India.

Body
Background

e Recently, Gujarat Home Minister Harsh Sanghavi announced the formation of a committee
to implement a uniform civil code (UCC) in the state.

¢ In May 2022, Uttarakhand announced a committee led by retired Supreme Court judge
Justice Ranjana Desai to carry out a similar exercise. Assam and Himachal Pradesh, also ruled
by the BJP, too have supported the idea of a UCC.

UCC helps in achieving the following

¢ Promotion of secularism: One set of laws to govern the personal matters of all citizens
irrespective of religion is the cornerstone of true secularism. A secular republic needs a
common law for all citizens rather than differentiated rules based on religious practices. It
would help end gender discrimination on religious grounds and strengthens the secular
fabric of the nation.

e Protection of Vulnerable & Women’s Rights: It will protect the vulnerable sections of
society. Women have been denied via personal laws in the name of socio cultural-religious
traditions. Therefore, UCC could bring all communities together to ensure Women the Right
to a dignified life and control over their life as well as body.

e Gender justice:The rights of women are usually limited under religious law, be it Hindu or
Muslim. Many practices governed by religious tradition are at odds with the fundamental
rights guaranteed in the Indian Constitution. Courts have also often said in their judgements
that the government should move towards a uniform civil code including the judgement
in the Shah Bano case.

e Prevents religion-based discrimination: Personal laws differentiate between people on
grounds of religion. A unified law having the same provisions regarding marital affairs would
provide justice to those who feel discriminated against.

e Ending unjust customs and traditions: A rational common and unified personal law will help
eradicate many evil, unjust and irrational customs and traditions prevalent across the
communities. For example, Law against Manual scavenging. It might have been a custom in
the past but in a mature democracy like India, this custom cannot be justified.

¢ Indian laws do follow a uniform code in most civil matters —Indian Contract Act, Civil
Procedure Code, Sale of Goods Act, Transfer of Property Act, Partnership Act, Evidence Act
etc. States, however, have made hundreds of amendments and therefore in certain matters,
there is diversity even under these secular civil laws.
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e Justice Prathiba M Singh of Delhi HC stated that the modern Indian society was gradually
becoming homogenous, the traditional barriers of religion, community and caste are slowly
dissipating and thus UCC ought not to remain a mere hope.

e Eases Administration: UCC would make it easy to administer the huge population base of
India.

Challenges facing the passage of UCC:

e Violation of fundamental rights: Religious bodies oppose uniform civil code on the ground
that it would be interference into religious affairs which would violate fundamental rights
guaranteed under article 25 of the constitution.

¢ Reduces diversity: It would reduce the diversity of the nation by painting everyone in one
colour. Tribals have their unique customs and traditions as per their culture. Replacing their
customs and traditions with a unified law may lead to the identity crisis of the tribals. This
may further lead to social tension.

e Communal politics: It would be a tyranny to the minority and when implemented could
bring a lot of unrest in the country.

e Threat to Multiculturalism: Indian society has a unique identity in the form of its being
multiculturalism, and unified law might do away with these unique characteristics of this
nation.

o Affects Majority as well: For example, even Hindus themselves have separate Hindu laws for
themselves. Thus, it is not merely a question for minorities but it also affects the majority.

e Lacking Political Will: Bigger issues have been resolved by the BJP Government like Ayodhya
Dispute, repeal of Article 370, so with adequate will from the political community, UCC could
also be implemented

e Sensitive and tough task: Such a code, in its true spirit, must be brought about by borrowing
freely from different personal laws, making gradual changes in each, issuing judicial
pronouncements assuring gender equality, and adopting expansive interpretations on
marriage, maintenance, adoption, and succession by acknowledging the benefits that one
community secures from the others. This task will be very demanding time and human
resource wise. The government should be sensitive and unbiased at each step while dealing
with the majority and minority communities. Otherwise, it might turn out to be more
disastrous in a form of communal violence.

e Time is not yet suitable for this reform: Considering a major opposition from Muslim
community in India over this issue overlapping with controversies over beef, saffronization
of school and college curriculum, love jihad, and the silence emanating from the top
leadership on these controversies, there needs to be given sufficient time for instilling
confidence in the community. Otherwise, these efforts towards common will be
counterproductive leaving minority class particularly Muslims more insecure and vulnerable
to get attracted towards fundamentalist and extremist ideologies.

Way forward
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o Major sensitization efforts are needed to reform current personal law reforms which should
first be initiated by the communities themselves.

e Current institutions need to be modernized, democratized and strengthened for this change.
Sincere efforts towards women empowerment have to be taken for all women of all
religions.

e UCC can only emerge through an evolutionary process, which preserves India’s rich legal
heritage, of which all the personal laws are equal constituents.

e The social transformation from diverse civil code to uniformity shall be gradual and cannot
happen in a day. Therefore, the government must adopt a piecemeal approach and no knee-
jerk decisions.

e Thereis need for deliberations and discussions among members of various communities to
reach a common ground.

Conclusion

The guiding principles of the Constitution itself visualize diversity and have tried to promote
uniformity among peoples of different denominations. A uniform law, although highly desirable but
may be counterproductive to the unity and integrity of the nation. Hence, only those elements of
customs and traditions should be brought into a unified law that causes injustice to individuals. In a
democracy and rule of law, a gradual progressive change and order must be brought about.

Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act.

Analyse the reasons behind low voter turnout in the elections across the country.
Suggest steps to improve voter participation in the electoral process and measures
that Election Commission of India (ECI) can take in this regard. (250 words)
Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

Election Commission had signed MoUs with over 1,000 corporate houses undertaking to monitor
“electoral participation of their workforce” and publish on their websites and notice boards those
who do not vote.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the reasons for the low voter turnout and steps needed to improve it.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context and citing statistic.

Body:

First, write in detail about the various reasons behind low voter turnout — lack of willingness,
economic compulsions, ideological reasons etc.

Next, write about the measures that are needed to improve the voter turn out and measures that ECI
can take in this regard — systematic voter education, registration, ease of access etc.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.
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Introduction

Voter turnout refers to the number or percentage of eligible voters who cast their ballots. A high
turnout is indicative of the vitality of democracy, while a low turnout is associated with voter apathy
and mistrust of the political process. The Lok Sabha elections of 2019 registered the highest-ever
voter turnout of 67.47%, till date.

Recently, the Election Commission had signed MoUs with over 1,000 corporate houses undertaking
to monitor “electoral participation of their workforce” and publish on their websites and notice
boards those who do not vote.

Body
Reasons behind low voter turnout in elections across country

e Widespread disillusionment with politicians and parties alike is one reason given by political
observers.

e Inevery election, there will be those who do not vote out of conviction or for ideological
reasons.

e More importantly, there are millions of daily wage workers, and many homeless and ill.

e shifting of polling stations and voters from one division to the other has created
considerable confusion, which might prompt a few more to abstain.

e Non-distribution of voter slips has contributed in an unexpected way. Polling stations of
quite a few voters have been inexplicably shifted to other divisions, and due to lack of voter
slips, they could not figure it out.

o Afew others choose to remain home rather than travel to the changed polling station.

e Experts also cite population dynamics and migration as one of the reasons for the low
turnout, especially in urban seats

e Loss of employment in city could be one more prominent reason for the low voter turnout.

e During Covid times, Covid curbs that advised the elderly to avoid crowded places and the
plethora of weddings on Sunday may have also played a role in keeping some people away
from the polling booths.

e Post the COVID-19 pandemic, several business establishments have either shut down, or
removed large number of employees from the jobs.

e Several daily wage labourers voluntarily shifted out of the city, which may have brought
down the number of voters, some observers say.

e IT employees, on the other hand, moved to their native places following the option to work
from home, which may explain the very low turnout in rural circles

Measures undertaken

e Scientific Approach:Voting is not a homogeneous entity. All the people who vote or not
vote, don’t have a same reason. ECl has developed a scientific base to research on voting
behaviour of people.
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o g.inJharkhand, two elections back, when certain people didn’t vote, a survey was
conducted to find the reason.

e Addition of ‘'NOTA’option has further enabled the people to realise importance of their vote
in elections. By choosing NOTA, voters have right to not to choose any nominated candidate.

e National Voters’ Day:To ensure that new voter or the 18+ who gets registered, finds a way
to understand that ‘voting is an important responsibility, and at certain point of time, s/he
has to go to vote.

e ECIis continuously taking care to ensure the access to polling station to Divyangs,people in
far-off places and for distant remote placed voters.

¢ Model Polling Boothshave been developed to facilitate women, children and old people.

e Systematic Voter’s Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP):To fill the gaps in the
areas where people do not participate, fail to participate or don’t come and join
enthusiastically. The program is basically, to educate voters and to ensure their effective
participation in elections.

e Ensuring flexibility in Indian Election System:Whenever people or political parties have a
complaint regarding anything, ECI always have a solution for that. Recently, when
transparency in EVMs was in question, ECl introduced VVPAT machines.

e For decriminalization of Indian Elections,ECI and the Court has ensured together that the
candidates declare their criminal record and any cases, pending or not.

Measures to improve voter participation

e Some challenges like financing of elections, unfair use of social mediain elections and proxy
voting for NRIs are yet to be addressed.

e Measures should be undertaken by government to facilitate inter-migrantsto vote in the
place, where they are living.

e Employers must be encouraged to create similar facilities in their offices. They are legally
obliged to close their establishments on poll day

e The EC’s consistent assertion that motivation and facilitation, rather than compulsion, are
the best ways to address the issue

e The voter education programme must motivate the youth to participate in democracy by
registering as voters, voting in every election and voting ethically —that is, without
inducement.

e It has to involve schools and colleges to take the registration facility to the doorstep by
introducing voter clubs, campus ambassadors and youth icons and placing drop boxes in
colleges for new applications.

e Protection of elector’s identity and affording secrecy is therefore integral to free and fair
elections and an arbitrary distinction between a voter who casts and a voter who does not

e
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cast his vote is violative of Article 14. Thus, secrecy is to be maintained for both categories of
persons.

e Political class and ECI need to come together to find the ways and means to decriminalize
the elections.Entry of the criminals into politics should be taken in more serious manner.

e Indian Democracy will get strengthened, when all political parties, stakeholders including
media take their responsibility seriously and help each other in strengthening democratic
institutions like Electoral System.

Conclusion

The noble objective of enhanced voter participation can be best achieved through systematic voter
education, amply demonstrated by the ECI in elections in all the states and Union territories since
2010 when a voter education division was set up.

Structure, organization and functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary.

There needs to be a better, broad-based and transparent method of appointing senior

judges to the High Courts and the Supreme Court. Examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu, Insights on India

Why the question:

Once again the collegium of the Supreme Court of India is in the news, and once again for the wrong
reasons. This time, it is because of the difficulty that its five judges have in getting together for one
meeting.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the process of selection of SC and HC and evolution of the process of the appointment
of Judges to the SC and the reforms that are needed to the existing collegium system.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context of collegium system.

Body:

Frist, show evolution of appointment process. Mention, in brief, the three judges’ cases and NJAC act,
2014.

Next, write about the reasons which call for reforms to the existing collegium system. Opaqueness,
lack of accountability, lack of representation from weaker sections, slow pace of appointments and
lack of public faith etc.

Suggest reforms to overcome the above issues that are affecting the collegium system.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

The judges of the Supreme Court and High Court in India are appointed by President as per article
124(2) and 217 of the constitution. In such appointment, the President is required to hold
consultation with such of the Judges of the Supreme Court and of the High Courts in the States as he
may deem necessary for the purpose.
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Body
Evolution of collegium system

Collegium system is the system of appointment and transfer of judges that has evolved through
judgments of the Supreme Court, and not by an Act of Parliament or by a provision of the
Constitution.

e First judges case: In S P Gupta Vs Union of India, 1981, the Supreme Court by a majority
judgment held that the concept of primacy of the Chief Justice of India was not really to be
found in the Constitution.

o The Constitution Bench also held that the term “consultation” used in Articles 124
and 217 was not “concurrence”— meaning that although the President will consult
these functionaries, his decision was not bound to be in concurrence with all of
them.

o The judgment tilted the balance of power in appointments of judges of High Courts
in favour of the executive. This situation prevailed for the next 12 years.

e Second judges case: In the Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record Association Vs Union of
India, 1993,a nine-judge Constitution Bench overruled the decision in S P Gupta, and devised
a specific procedure called ‘Collegium System’ for the appointment and transfer of judges in
the higher judiciary.

o Ushering in the collegium system, the court said that the recommendation should be
made by the CJl in consultation with his two senior most colleagues, and that such
recommendation should normally be given effect to by the executive.

e Third judges case:In 1998, President K R Narayanan issued a Presidential Reference to the
Supreme Court over the meaning of the term “consultation” under Article 143 of the
Constitution (advisory jurisdiction).

o  The question was whether “consultation” required consultation with a number of
judges in forming the CJI’s opinion, or whether the sole opinion of CJI could by itself
constitute a “consultation”.

o Inresponse, the Supreme Court laid down nine guidelines for the functioning of the
quorum for appointments and transfers — this has come to be the present form of
the collegium, and has been prevalent ever since.

Issues with the collegium system

e Credibility of the SC: Controversial collegium system of judicial appointments undermines
the independence of judges and raises doubts about the credibility of the highest court.

o There is a failure to make an assessment of the personality of the contemnor at the
time of recommending his name for elevation.

o Example: The controversy over the proposed elevation of Justice P.D. Dinakaran of
the Karnataka High Court to the Supreme Court by the collegium of the Chief Justice

I
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and four senior-most judges of the Supreme Court was criticized for overlooking
apparently suitable judges by the collegiums

o The judiciary off late has been caught in many such situations of credibility crisis off
late.

o The executive has little or no role in the appointment of judges as a result.

o Lack of Transparency: Justice ] Chelameswar once wrote a dissenting verdict, criticising the
collegium system by holding that “proceedings of the collegium were absolutely opaque and
inaccessible both to public and history, barring occasional leaks”.

o The lack of a written manual for functioning, the absence of selection criteria, the
arbitrary reversal of decisions already taken, the selective publication of records of
meetings prove the opaqueness of the collegium system.

o Noone knows how judges are selected, and the appointments made raise the
concerns of propriety, self-selection and nepotism.

o The system often overlooks several talented junior judges and advocates.

e Lack of Consensus among Members: The collegium members often face the issue of mutual
consent regarding appointment of judges.

o The shadow of mistrust between the members of the collegium exposes the fault
lines within the judiciary.

o Forinstance, recently retired CJI Sharad A. Bobde was perhaps the first chief justice
to have not made even a single recommendation for appointment as SC judge due
to lack of consensus among the collegium members.

¢ Unequal Representation: The other area of concern is the composition of the higher
judiciary. While data regarding caste is not available, women are fairly underrepresented in
the higher judiciary.

e Delay in Judicial Appointments: The process of judicial appointment is delayed due to delay
in recommendations by the collegium for the higher judiciary.

¢ Nepotism: Unfortunately, in some cases, it has not covered itself with glory. There have
been cases where the nearest relative of Supreme Court judges has been appointed as a
high court judge, ignoring merit.

o During the regime of Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi, judges far lower in the combined All
India Seniority of High Court judges were appointed to SC, and the reason assigned
was that those selected were found more meritorious.

e Supreme court is overburdened: The Supreme Court did not realise the burden it was
imposing on the collegium of selecting judges for the Supreme Court and High Courts and
transferring them from one High Court to another.

o An administrative task of this magnitude must necessarily detract the judges of the
collegium from their principal judicial work of hearing and deciding cases.
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e NJAC, A Missed Opportunity: The National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) could
guarantee the independence of the system from inappropriate politicization, strengthen the
quality of appointments and rebuild public confidence in the system.

o The decision was struck down by the SC in 2015 on the ground that it posed a threat
to the independence of the judiciary.

Reforms needed

e The need of the hour is to revisit the existing system through a transparent and
participatory procedure, preferably by an independent broad-based constitutional body
guaranteeing judicial primacy but not judicial exclusivity.

o The collegium members have to make a fresh start and engage with each other.

o Atransparent process adds accountability that is much needed to resolve the
deadlock.

o Individual disagreements over certain names will continue to take place, but care
must be taken that the institutional imperative of dispensation of justice does not
suffer.

e The new system should ensure independence, reflect diversity, demonstrate professional
competence and integrity.

e The system needs to establish a body which is independent and objective in the selection
process.

o Inseveral countries of the Commonwealth, National Judicial Appointment
Commissions have been established to select judges.

o Such judicial commissions have worked with success in the U.K., South Africa and
Canada.

e Setting up a constitutional body accommodatingthe federal concept of diversity and
independence of judiciary for appointment of judges to the higher judiciary can also be
thought of as an alternate measure.

e There should be a fixed time limit for approval of recommendations.

e Asof now, instead of selecting the number of judges required against a certain number of
vacancies, the collegium must provide a panel of possible names to the President for
appointment in order of preference and other valid criteria.

¢ New memorandum of procedure:

o After the Second and Third Judges Cases, a Memorandum of Procedure had been
formulated to govern how the process of how the Collegium would make
recommendations to the Executive.

o The government therefore suggested that a new MOP be drafted and finalised for
appointment of SC judges and the Executive to get a veto over candidates for
national security reasons in this new MOP.
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Conclusion:

Till 1973, from appointing senior-most judge of Supreme Court as CJI to gradually developing a
‘collegium system’ through precedence established by the Supreme Court judgements in three
Judges’ case to appoint judges of the Supreme Court, the ‘collegium system’ evolved so far has
ensured ‘independence of the judiciary’. Further, the working of the collegium system under the
protocol of MOP is hitherto the best possible way to appoint a judge of the Supreme Court of India.
However, with the need of time, a more efficient system surely needs to be found so that
appointment procedure could be fairer and the judiciary will have the best possible minds as judges.

For the constitutional democracy to function well, the governor’s position is
paramount and his/her non-partisan behaviour is very essential to uphold the true

spirit of federalism. Comment. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu , Insights on India

Why the question:

Giving temporary relief to the eight Vice-Chancellors of the Universities, the Kerala High Court on
Monday declared that the Vice-Chancellors can continue in services until they are removed as per the
law by the Governor in his capacity as Chancellor of the universities after getting their explanations in
response to the showcase notice issued to them.

Key Demand of the question:

To critically write about the issues with respect to office of the governor and his/her role in ensuring
true spirit of federalism.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Give brief introduction of Governor in Indian Polity.

Body:

First, first the significance of the post of Governor as enshrined in the Indian constitution.

Discuss the issues related to abuse of post of Governor in federal polity failing to the functions
impartially and efficiently and why the tag of ‘agent of centre’ is being associated with the office of
governor. Substantiate with examples.

Next, Explain the misuse of Article 356, Power of Reserving bill, Partisan role in Hung assemblies etc.
with examples of recent times.

Conclusion:

Conclude with way forward to overcome the above.

Introduction

Article 154 of the Constitution envisages Governor as the executive chief of the state. All executive
actions are taken in his name. B R Ambedkar called the office of the Governor as the “office of
dignity”. He is not an agent of the Centre, but the governor’s post in an independent Constitutional
office. His office is the linchpin of Indian Cooperative Federalism.

Giving temporary relief to the eight Vice-Chancellors of the Universities, the Kerala High Court on
Monday declared that the Vice-Chancellors can continue in services until they are removed as per
the law by the Governor in his capacity as Chancellor of the universities after getting their
explanations in response to the showcase notice issued to them.

Body
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Need for relook into Governor’s post

e Gubernatorial powers: Misusing the powers of Governor E.: In Maharashtra, Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari had stalled the election of Speaker since the post fell vacant in
February 2021. He had refused to accept the recommendation of the Council of Ministers on
the nomination of 12 members to the Legislative Council, until the matter reached the High
Court.

e Locking horns with Government:: West Bengal Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar has made
allegations of impropriety in welfare schemes, questioned Government claims about
investments in the State, and taken up the cudgels for the Opposition BJP. He has been
summoning the Chief Secretary and the Director General of Police on a regular basis, and
when they do not turn up, taking to Twitter and often tagging the Chief Minister.

e Governor’s appointment: Article 155says that governor should be appointed (not elected)
from amongst persons of high status with eminence in public. The elected government at
the state is not even consulted while making appointment of the Governors. Further
successive governments have reduced this important constitutional office to a sinecure and
resting place for loyal and retired / about to retired / about to retire politicians apart from
docile bureaucrats.

e Appointment and dismissal of the Chief Minister: Governor appoints Chief Minister, other
ministers, Advocate General, Chairmen and members of the State Public Service Commission
in the state. After elections in the state, there is a convention to invite the largest party to
form government in the state. This convention has been flouted many times at the whim of
the governor. E.g.: The recent episode Maharashtra where Governor inducted a new
government at 5:00 am without ascertaining the requisite numbers for the government.

e Reservation of Bills for Consideration of President: As per Article 2000f the Constitution,
the governor can reserve certain types of bills passed by the State Legislature for the
President’s consideration. Centre, through the governor in case of different parties ruling,
used this provision to serve partisan interests. In Tamil Nadu, Governor R.N. Ravi has not
acted upon the T.N. Admission to Undergraduate Medical Degree Courses Bill, adopted by
the Assembly in September 2021. the indefinite delay in taking a decision amounts to
undermining the legislature, and is unjustifiable.

e Misuse of Article 356: Article 356is the most controversial article of the Constitution. It
provides for State emergency or President’s rule in State if the President, on receipt of
report from the Governor of a State. But since the SR Bommai case, this has been sparsely
used.

e Removal of the Governor:Article 156says that the governor will hold office during the
pleasure of the President for five years. The governor has no security of tenure and no fixed
term of office. This prevents to uphold neutrality of the governor, fearing retribution. E.g.:
The mass changing of the governors of state whenever a new government comes to power
at Centre..

Recommendations made regarding the Governor Posts

Sarkaria Commission Report Recommendations
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e “The Governors tenure of office of five years in a State should not be disturbed except very
rarely and that too for some extremely compelling reason. It is very necessary to assure a
measure of security of tenure to the Governor’s office.”

e Governor should be an eminent person and not belong to the state where he is to be
posted.

e State chief minister should have a say in the appointment of governor

e Governor should be a detached figure without intense political links or should not have
taken part in politics in recent past.

e Governor should not be a member of the ruling party.

e Governor should be removed before his tenure only on the grounds as if aspersions are cast
on his morality, dignity, constitutional propriety, etc.

The National Commission to Review the Working of the Constitution recommendations:

e Governor’s appointment should be entrusted to a committee comprising the prime minister,
the home minister, the speaker of the Lok Sabha and the chief minister of the concerned
state.

e If they have to be removed before completion of their term, the central government should
do so only after consultation with the Chief Minister.

The Punchhi commission recommendations

e The person who is slated to be a Governor should not have participated in active politics at
even local level for at least a couple of years before his appointment.

e For office of Governor, the doctrine of pleasure should endand should be deleted from the
constitution. Governor should not be removed at whim of central government. Instead, a
resolution by state legislature should be there to remove Governor.

e There should be provisions for impeachment of the Governor by the state legislature along
the same lines as that of President by President.

¢ The convention of making the Governors as chancellors of universities should be done away
with.

e The commission recommended for “localising emergency provisions” under Articles 355 and
356, contending that localised areas— either a district or parts of a district — be brought
under Governor’s rule instead of the whole state.

The Supreme Court’s interpretation

e In 2010, a constitutional bench of the Supreme Court interpreted these provisions and laid
down some binding principles (B.P. Singhal v. Union of India), the Supreme Court held:

e President, in effect the central government, has the power to remove a Governor at any
time without giving him or her any reason, and without granting an opportunity to be heard.

e
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e However, this power cannot be exercised in an arbitrary, capricious or unreasonable
manner. The power of removing Governors should only be exercised in rare and exceptional
circumstances for valid and compelling reasons.

¢ The mere reason that a Governor is at variance with the policies and ideologies of the
central government, or that the central government has lost confidence in him or her, is not
sufficient to remove a Governor. Thus, a change in central government cannot be a ground
for removal of Governors, or to appoint more favourable persons to this post.

e Such a decision, to remove a Governor can be challenged in a court of law.
Conclusion

Despite several commissions appointed by Government themselves and the Supreme Court
guidelines, the post of governor is misused again and again.

It is, however, time for a thorough review of the Governor’s powers and the process of appointment
and removal.

e New rules and conventions may need to be put in place so that Governor’s constitutional
mandate is strengthened.

o All part conference to review the role of the Governors, the powers exercised by him and
the manner in which he should be appointed and removed.

e The Constitution should be amended and security of tenure must be provided to the
Governors. The judgment of the Supreme Court delivered in B. P. Singhal case is the law of
the land and the Government should respect it.

e The Governors should be treated with dignity, and should not be fired only for political
considerations.

e The Constitution of the land prohibits the arbitrary exercise of power and the Government is
not an exception to the equality law.

The elevation of a person of Indian origin — Rishi Sunak-as the prime minister of the
U.K is an opportunity for both India and U.K to work closely together on global issues

and implement the roadmap 2030 for bilateral relations. Discuss. (250 words)
Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Hindu, Insights on India

Why the question:

Rishi Sunak has won the race to be the leader of the Conservative Party and will become Britain’s
next Prime Minister — the third this year.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the development and opportunities for India-U.K ties under P.M Rishi Sunak.
Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.
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Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context.

Body:

First, in brief, trace the relationship between India and U.K since independence.

Next, write about the current major bilateral issues between the both and various challenges in it.
Next, write about the opportunities provided by the election of Rishi Sunak to implement roadmap
2030 and address global issues together. Suggest ways to develop them further.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

India and the United Kingdom share a modern partnership bound by strong historical ties. India’s
multifaceted bilateral relationship with the UK intensified with its up-gradation to a Strategic
Partnership in 2004. The Roadmap 2030 for India-U.K. future relations was launched last year. The
bilateral relationship, while warm, has been under-performing in many respects. Hence, the
imperative to more closely align strategic and economic interests.

India’s bilateral relations with the U.K. may well be poised to see greater two-way exchanges as Rishi
Sunak was installed as Britain’s first Indian-origin Prime Minister on Tuesday, scripting an
impressive political comeback in British politics..

Body
Recent developments in India-UK relations

e Despite the challenge posed by the Ukraine crisis, the India-UK relationship has been on an
upward trajectory, exemplified by the conclusion of a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
in 2021.

e The agreement also established a 2030 Roadmap for India-UK relations, which primarily
outlines the partnership plans for the bilateral relationship. Its a vision to revitalise and re-
energise trade, investment and people-to-people ties.

e The UK and India have agreed to strengthen their cooperation in the maritime domain as
the UK will joinIndia’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative and become a major partner on
maritime security issues in Southeast Asia.

e InlJanuary 2022, India and the UK managed to conclude the first round of talks for an India—
UK Free Trade Agreement.

e The negotiations reflected shared ambitions to secure a comprehensive deal between
the fifth (UK) and sixth (India) largest economies in the worldas technical experts from both
sides covered over 32 sessions encompassing 26 policy areas.

Major challenges in Indo-UK bilateral relations
e Colonial Prism:

o India’s post-colonial engagement with Britain has been riddled with multiple
contradictions. India’s lingering post-colonial resentmentsand the UK’s
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unacceptable claim for a special role in the Subcontinent generated unending
friction.

o The consequences of Partitionand the Cold War made it harder for the two
countries to construct a sustainable partnership.

o However, the recent regional and international upheavals provide a new basis for
mutually beneficial engagement.

e Pakistan:

o Pakistan also has been one of the major obstacles in the bilateral relations of India
with Britain. Britain’s advocacy of Pakistan has always been a matter of concern for
India .

o Unlike the US and France, which are committed to an “India first” strategy in South
Asia, the UK remains torn between its new enthusiasm for India and the inertia of its
historic tilt towards Pakistan.

e Britain’s Domestic Politics:
o The domestic dynamics of Britain have also tended to sour ties with India.

o It was areigning assumption in Delhi that the Labour Party was empathetic to India
while the Conservative Party was not. Although this view turned out to be quite the
opposite, antipathy towards India existed in one way or the other.

o The Labour Party had become rather hostile on India’s internal matters, including
on Kashmir.

Measures needed

e A post-Brexit Britainneeds to make the best of its historic ties; having walked out of Europe,
the country needs all the partners it can find and a rising India is naturally among the top
political and economic priorities.

o Both India and the UK are serious in overcoming legacy issuesand engaging in
robust dialogues to promote cooperation on strategic and defence issues both in
the Indo-Pacific as well as at the global level.

o India meanwhile has become supremely self-assured in dealing with the UK; with
the Indian economy set to become larger than Britain’sin the next couple of years,
it is and shall be no longer defensive about engaging Britain.

e Britain remains the fifth-largest economy, a permanent member of the UN Security Council,
a global financial hub, a centre of technological innovation, and a leading cyber power. It
has a significant international military presence and wide-ranging political influence.

o India should try harder toleverage these British strengths for India’s strategic
benefit.

o The forthcoming visit of the British Prime Ministerto India signifies the importance
of India’s role in the dynamically changing global order as the latter prepares itself
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to host multiple foreign leaders in the upcoming months and the G20 presidency in
2023.

o Inthe upcoming visit,furthering the negotiations on the India-UK FTA should be one
of the key focus areas.

o The newer areas of cooperation — namely,fintech, market regulation, sustainable
and green finance, and cyber security could emerge as the new frontiers of this
engagement.

Way forward

¢ India needs to recognise the lack of harmony between different strands of the relationship.
Long joint statements and unreachable ambition are not the answer. Arriving at common
ground on issues troubling India should be the foremost concern

e This relationship has had many beginnings. Just to stay in the game, we have to concede to
geopolitics. Britain (post- Brexit) and India (with the China challenge) need partners. Given
India’s difficulties amid the pandemic, Britain has early advantage

¢ Hence, the need to bank on the profound ties of culture, history and languageto further
deepen relations between India and UK

Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and
responsibilities of various Constitutional Bodies.

The Constitution of India places the post of the Attorney General for India (A-G) on a
special footing. The A-G is the Government of India’s first law officer, and has the right

of audience in all courts of the country. Elaborate. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Live Mint

Why the question:

Senior Advocate Mukul Rohatgi has declined the government’s offer to be Attorney General (A-G) for
India after “second thoughts”. Rohatgi, who had earlier agreed to take up the position.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about roles and responsibilities of the Attorney General for India.

Directive word:

Elaborate — Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context of Article 76 (2).

Body:

Write about the role of attorney general of India is? — The Attorney General is necessary for advising
the Government of India on legal matters referred to them. They also perform other legal duties
assigned to them by the President.

Discuss in detail the role and responsibilities. Provide recent examples if possible.
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Conclusion:
Conclude by summarising.

Introduction

The Constitution of India places the post of the A-G on a special footing. The A-G is the Government
of India’s first law officer, and has the right of audience in all courts of the country.

Article 76(2) of the Constitution says “it shall be the duty of the Attorney-General to give advice to
the Government of India upon such legal matters, and to perform such other duties of a legal
character, as may from time to time be referred or assigned to him by the President”.

Body
Functions

e The AGI is necessary for advising the Government of India on legal matters referred to
them.

e They also perform other legal duties assigned to them by the President.

o The AGI has the right of audience in all Courts in India as well as the right to participate in
the proceedings of the Parliament, though not to vote.

e The AGI appears on behalf of the Government of India in all cases (including suits, appeals
and other proceedings) in the Supreme Court in which Gol is concerned.

e They also represent the Government of India in any reference made by the President to the
Supreme Court under Article 143 of the Constitution.

e The AG is assisted by a Solicitor General and four Additional Solicitors General.
Powers of AG
e The AG can accept briefs but cannot appear against the Government.

¢ They cannot defend an accused in criminal proceedings and accept the directorship of a
company without the permission of the Government.

e The AG is to be consulted only in legal matters of real importance and only after the Ministry
of Law has been consulted.

e All references to the AG are made by the Law Ministry.
Limitations to his powers
The AG:

e should not advise or hold a brief against the Government of India

e should not defend accused persons in criminal cases without the permission of the
government of India

e
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e should not accept appointment as a director in any company without the permission of the
government

Conclusion

Unlike the Attorney General of the United States, the AGI does not have any executive authority.
Those functions are performed by the Law Minister of India. Also, the AG is not a government
servant and is not debarred from private legal practice.

Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies.

In order to protect the rights of the vast consumer class, it is pertinent to increase the

number and effectiveness of consumer courts in the country. Examine. (250 words).
Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: Live Mint, Insights on India

Why the question:

In the country, there are currently 629 District Consumer Courts and 35 Consumer Disputes Redressal
Commissions where one can file a claim for compensation of up to 320 lakh against consumer goods
producers, sellers, and service providers of different kinds. The unpleasant reality is that 4,029 of the
550,000 cases currently pending before these courts and commissions are 22 years old.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about making consumer courts more accessible and effective in order to protect the
interests of the consumer.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by briefly mentioning aims and objectives of The Consumer Protection Act, 1986.

Body:

First, write about the major features of The Consumer Protection Act, 1986 and changes introduced
by the amendment of Consumer Protection Act, 2019.

Next, write about the various challenges faced by the consumers in accessing and effectively utilising
consumer courts and its outcome.

Next, suggest ways to overcome the challenges.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

In the country, there are currently 629 District Consumer Courts and 35 Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commissions where one can file a claim for compensation of up to 20 lakh against
consumer goods producers, sellers, and service providers of different kinds. The unpleasant reality is
that 4,029 of the 550,000 cases currently pending before these courts and commissions are 22
years old.
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Body

Consumer Protection Act: Comparison

Consumer issues in India

In India, there is an urgent need to rein in industries that take advantage of government
schemes.

The attitude of some multinational corporations is worse. Consider automobile
manufacturers.

Their security standards differ significantly between developed countries and developing
countries such as India.

The ones in the developed countries are concerned with our hard-earned money, but do not
concern themselves with our lives, safety, or the environment.

It is not uncommon to receive an SMS informing you that money has been withdrawn from
or deposited in your bank account, or that your alternate phone number has been activated.
An electricity company may send you messages requesting that you pay an outstanding bill.

Way forward

Misleading ads, tele-marketing, multi-level marketing, direct selling and e-commercepose
new challenges to consumer protection and will require appropriate and swift executive
intervention to prevent consumer detriment.

Arm-twisting of weaker parties:Certain issues such as the appointment of mediators to
settle disputes are contentious as this would lead to arm-twisting of the weaker parties and
may encourage corruption.

Need to strengthen CCPA:Addressing these issues is necessary to ensure that the new
amendments bring about definitive improvements in the CCPA.

Need to fill vacancies at the district commission level:The existing vacancies at the district
commission level would undermine the effective implementation of the Act.

Guidelines for celebrity endorsements:Countries such as the UK, Ireland and Belgium have
specifically banned celebrity endorsement of unhealthy foods. The impact of such
restrictions has been reported to be significant.

Conclusion

The time has come to increase the number and effectiveness of consumer courts in the country. The
powers of regulatory agencies and commissions require an urgent boost as well. Protecting the

rights of the vast consumer class against which we are defending our economy is critical for the

economy’s survival and long-term growth as well.
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Value addition
Significance of Consumer Protection Act 2019

e |tseeks to enhance the protection of consumers’ interestsand timely settlement of their
grievances.

e ThroughCentral Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) it empower citizens to seek redressal
at appropriate level.

e [t promotes rights of consumers through punishment against misleading advertisementsand
adulteration of products.

e Product liability provision to deter manufacturers and service providers from delivering
defective products or deficient services will ensure safety and health of Indian citizens.

e |tincludes redressal of complaints for online bought goods too.

e Consumer protection Bill seeks to give consumers more power and justice by targeting not
only consumer dissatisfaction but also misleading advertisements. This seeks to further
timely action consumer rights through appropriate mechanisms.

Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and
issues arising out of their design and implementation.

Agnipath scheme will lead to a leaner military, savings in pensions but can also unlock

a socio-political transformation. Critically analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: Insights on India

Why the question:

The question is part of the static syllabus (Revision) of General studies paper — 2 and mentioned as
part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about Agnipath scheme, its benefits and risks.

Directive:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When “critically’
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a
balanced judgment on the topic.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin the writing about aims and objectives of Agnipath scheme for recruiting soldiers.

Body:

Frist, discuss the key features of the scheme — recruitment, salary, duration and post tenure etc.
Next, write about the major benefits from the scheme.

Next, write about various concerns associated with the scheme in the short term and long term
Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction
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Agnipath Defence Policy Reform is a government scheme launched to recruit young men and
women in the Indian Armed forces. The Agnipath scheme was announced by the defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on June 14th 2022.

Body
About the Agnipath scheme

e Agnipath is a new defence recruitment model that would allow “patriotic and
motivated”youth to serve in the armed forces for a period of four years.

e The process of recruitment will commence in 90 days.

o The planis to recruit about45,000-50,000 personnel below officer rank in the three
services every year through a biannual exercise with a six-month gap.

e As per the Agnipath scheme, this year there will be aplanned intake of about 46,000 young
men and women.

e Soldier recruited through Agnipath scheme will be known as ‘Agniveers’.

e This scheme will be the only form of recruitment of soldiers into the three defence services
Armed Force, Indian Navy and Air Forces, hereon.

e Enrolment of Agniveers to all three services will be througha centralized online system, with
special rallies and campus interviews at recognised technical institutes such as the
Industrial Training Institutes, and the National Skills Qualifications Framework. The Model is
based on an all-India merit-based selection process.

Objectives

e Itaims at providing an opportunity to the patriotic and motivated youth with the ‘Josh’ and
‘Jazba’ to join the Armed Forces.

e Itis expected to bring down the average age profile of the Indian Armed Forces by about 4
to 5 years.

e The scheme envisions that, the average age in the forces is 32 years today, which will go
down to 26 in six to seven years.

Various benefits to Youth

e Upon the completion of the 4-years of service, a one-time‘Seva Nidhi’ package of Rs 11.71
lakhs will be paid to the Agniveers that will include their accrued interest thereon.

e They will also get a Rs 48 lakh life insurance cover for the four years.
e In case of death, the payout will be over Rs 1 crore,including pay for the unserved tenure.

e The government will help rehabilitate soldiers who leave the services after four years.They
will be provided with skill certificates and bridge courses.

e Furure Ready Soldiers:It will create “future-ready” soldiers.

e
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¢ More Employment Opportunities: It will increase employment opportunities and because of
the skills and experience acquired during the four-year service such soldiers will get
employment in various fields.

e Higher Skilled Workforce: This will also lead to availability of a higher-skilled workforce to
the economy which will be helpful in productivity gain and overall GDP (Gross Domestic
Product) growth.

Issues related to the scheme

e Difficult to Find Another Job:The ‘Agnipath’ scheme opens the way for recruitment of about
45,000 soldiers into Army, Navy and Air Force in the first year but on a short-term contract
of four years. After the completion of the contract, 25% of them will be retained and the rest
will leave the forces.

o The four years of service will mean other jobs will be out of reach after that, and
they will be left behind their peers.

¢ No Pension Benefit: Those hired under the ‘Agnipath’ scheme will be given a one-time
lumpsumof a little more than Rs 11 lakh when they end their four-year tenure.

o However, they do not receive any pension benefits.For most, seeking a second job
is essential to support themselves and their families.

e Training May Remain Unutilized: Forces will lose experienced soldiers.

o The jawans joining the Army, Navy and Air Force will be given technical training so
that they are able to support the ongoing operations. But these men and women
will leave after four years, which could create a void.

Conclusion

Despite the reservations, there is potential for future employment to these youth as the defence
industry is ready to take off in a huge manner in India. Once this happens, the industry will have
readily skilled youth for the jobs and hence there is also future to these youths. At the same time,
national security is ensured.

To what extent has the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) led to improvement in

access to cleaner cooking fuels especially in rural areas. Critically analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: moderate

Reference: Insights on India

Why the question:

The question is part of the static syllabus of General studies paper — 2 and mentioned as part of
Mission-2023 Secure timetable.

Directive word:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature
of the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’
is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a
balanced judgment on the topic.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by writing about aims and objectives of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY).

Body:
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In the first part, write about the achievements of Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY).

Next, write about statistic which highlight the shift from traditional forms of fuel to LPG.

Next, write about the various impediments like affordability, administrative issues, low value for
women’s labour etc poor face while accessing LPG which causes them to continue to use firewood
and cow dung as fuel.

Write the measures that need to be taken to enhance and promote the usage of LPG. Mention the
aspect of integrating other forms clean energy apart from LPG which is accessible and affordable.
Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

The sustained rise in the price of LPG cylinders has been burning a hole in many a household budget
for more than a year now. The price of LPG refills has risen by more than 50% to over X900
per cylinder in November 2021 compared to around X600 over the past year.

With no refill subsidies in place since May 2020, there is genuine concern about many households
now slipping back to using polluting solid fuels for cooking, such as firewood and dung cakes.

Body

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana: Key features

e Ujjwala 1.0: Under Ujjwala 1.0, the target was to provide LPG connections to50 million
women from the below poverty line (BPL) households, by March 2020. However, in August
2018, women from seven other categories were brought under the purview of the scheme.

o Inthe first phase of the PMUY, 8 crore poor families, including from the Dalit and
tribal communities, were given free cooking gas connections.

o The LPG infrastructure has expanded manifold in the country. In the last six years,
more than 11,000 new LPG distribution centres have opened across the country.

e Ujjwala 2.0: Under Ujjwala 2.0, an additional 10 million LPG connections will be provided to
the beneficiaries.

o Government has also fixed a target of providing piped gas to 21 lakh homes in 50
districts.

Performance of Ujjwala
e So far over 9 crore connections under Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana has been released.

e  PMUY beneficiaries have availed 14.17 crore free refills under the Scheme, across the
country, as per the same reply filed by Union Petroleum Ministry in Lok Sabha.

e PMUY 2.0 was launched on August 10, 2021, and the target of one crore connections were
provided within six months by January 2022.

e  Per capita consumption of PMUY beneficiaries has increased from 01 refills in 2019-20 to
3.66 refills in current Financial Year (till February 2022).

e The release of 8 crores of LPG connections under the scheme has also helped in increasing
the LPG coverage in the country from 62 per cent on May 1, 2016, to 99.8 per cent on April
1, 2021.
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e The first independent impact assessment of the Ujjwala programme by IIT Kanpur
researchers highlighted its benefits in terms of saving of lives and reduction in air pollution.

o Reduction in Death: Greater penetration and usage of LPG as a cooking fuel is
estimated to have prevented at least 1.5 lakh pollution-related premature deaths in
the year 2019 alone.

o Reduction in pollution: It also avoided at least 8 million tonnes of PM2.5 emissions
in 2019 (13% reduction in air pollution deaths)

Structural impediments in Ujjwala Yojana

Cost issues: A RTl application revealed that in the last financial year, 90 lakh beneficiaries of
government’s flagship welfare scheme Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana did not refill their cylinders.
And over 1 crore beneficiaries refilled their cylinders only once.

e Consumers were paying market price for refills till the loan repayment for stove and first
refill was made. This led to some consumers not going in for such refills.

e Around30% of Indian households continue to rely on biomass as their primary cooking fuel,
mainly due to high LPG prices.

o The practice of biomass usage is predominantly concentrated in rural areas,
particularly among States such as Bihar, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha and West Bengal.

e Given the loss of incomes and livelihoods during the novel coronavirus pandemic, the
ability of households to afford LPG on a regular basis has taken a further hit.

Administrative issues: Laxity in identification of beneficiaries was noticed as 9,897 LPG connections
were issued against Abridged Household List Temporary Identification Numbers (AHL TINs) where
names of all family members and the beneficiary were blank in the Socio-Economic and Caste
Census (SECC)-2011 list.

e lLack of input validation check in the I0CL software allowed issue of 0.80 lakh connections to
beneficiaries aged below 18 years.

e Issuance of connections to unintended beneficiaries.

e Inadequacies in the de-duplication process: Out of 3.78 crore LPG connections, 1.60 crore
(42%) connections were issued only on the basis of beneficiary Aadhaar which remained a
discouragement in de-duplication.

e 59 lakh connections were released to beneficiaries who were minor as per the SECC-2011
data, which was in violation of PMUY guidelines and LPG Control Order, 2000.

Logistic issues: Lack of LPG cylinder bottling plants near rural areas and connectivity issues especially
in the tribal areas.

e Last-mile connectivity and delivery still poses a great challenge.

e Delay of more than 365 days was noticed in installation of 4.35 lakh connections against
stipulated time period of seven days.
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o Adequate efforts were not made in distributing the small 5-kg cylinders for encouraging
usage.

Safety and Behavioural issues: Safety has been another concern about distribution of LPG
connection, especially to BPL families. Lack of awareness and safety amenities in beneficiary
households have increased the likelihood of accidents.

e Cow-dung cakes lying around the house all the time. Hence, LPG cylinders are used on
special occasions or during some kind of emergency or when it’s entirely too hot to burn
wood.

e The CRISIL report also noted that 37% of households in rural areas procure cooking fuel or
free.

e Agency: Most rural women do not have a say in determining when a refill is ordered, even
though the connection is in their name.

Conclusion and way forward
e The scheme should be extended to poor households in urban and semi-urban slum areas.

e Subsidy reinstatement: There is a need to reinstate the subsidies on LPG refill for low-
income households.

o Atthe current refill prices, an average Indian household would have to spend
around 10% of its monthly expense on LPG to meet all its cooking energy needs.

¢ Identifying true beneficiaries: The Government can also explore diverse approaches to
identify beneficiaries.

o This may include limiting the subsidy provision to seven to eight LPG refills annually
and excluding well-to-do households using robust indicators.

o Forinstance, lowering the income-based exclusion limit for LPG subsidy to %2,50,000
a year from %10 lakh a year or excluding families owning a non-commercial four-
wheeler vehicle can significantly reduce the number of eligible beneficiaries.

e Home delivery of LPG: Only half the rural LPG users receive home delivery of LPG refills,
while the rest have to travel about five kilometres one way to procure a cylinder.

e Gaps in the doorstep delivery of LPG cylinders are also present in urban pockets,
particularly in slum areas. These need to be rectified.

The government has taken various measures towards achieving Development Goals
(SDGs) by 2030. Analyse their performance. What course corrections are required to

meet the targets?

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: Live Mint

Why the question:

The underlying statistics for assessing global progress of SDGs across a wide range of very fuzzy goals
and targets is less than perfect, but the Jeffery Sachs-lead data is the most consistent, global and
long-term coverage that the world has.

Key Demand of the question:
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To write about India’s performance with respect to SDG’s and changes required to achieve the target.
Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context about 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that are to be achieved by
2030.

Body:

First, mention the important SDGs in brief and write about the various measures taken in order to
achieve them.

Next, evaluate India’s performance toward achieving various SDGs by 2030 and mention the
shortfalls.

Next, write about the various course corrections that are required in order to ensure that SGDs are
achieved by 2030.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

The Index for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) evaluates progress of states and Union
Territories (UTs) on various parameters including health, education, gender, economic growth,
institutions, climate change and environment. First launched in December 2018, the index has
become the primary tool for monitoring progress on the SDGs in India. It has also fostered
competition among the states and UTs by ranking them on the global goals.

All the States managed to score above 50 points in SDG implementation, with 13 States featuring in
the ‘Performer’ category and 15 in the ‘Front Runner’ category (the second-highest position) in NITI
Aayog’s 2020-21 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) India Index.

Body

Progress of Indian States in achieving SGD Goals

e India stepped into the ‘Front Runner’ category with a score of 66 points, though it dropped
two ranks in the ordinal scale.

e However, our neighbouring countries performed better than us.

e The country’s overall SDG score improved by 6 points — from 60 in 2019 to 66 in 2020-
21 — on accounts of improvement in performance in providing facilities including clean
water and sanitation, affordable and clean energy among others.

e  While Kerala retained its rank as the top with a score of 75, Himachal Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu both took the second spot with a score of 74. Bihar, Jharkhand and Assam were the
worst performing states in this year’s India index.

e Chandigarh maintained its top spot among the UTs with a score of 79, followed by Delhi
(68).

e Mizoram, Haryana and Uttarakhand are the top gainers in 2020-21 in terms of improvement
in score from 2019, with an increase of 12, 10 and 8 points, respectively.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 35



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS

e Whilein 2019, 10 states/UTs belonged to the category of front-runners (score in the range
65-99, including both), 12 more states/UTs find themselves in this category in 2020-21.

e Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Mizoram, Punjab, Haryana, Tripura, Delhi,
Lakshadweep, Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh graduated to
the category of front-runners (scores between 65 and 99, including both).

Challenges persisting

e SDGs on eradication of poverty and hunger, measures related to the availability of
affordable, clean energy in particular, showed improvements across several States and
Union Territories.

o The campaign to improve the access of households to electricity and clean cooking
fuel has been shown to be an important factor.

o  While this is cause for cheer, the Index reveals that there has been a major decline in the
areas of industry, innovation and infrastructure besides decent work and economic growth,
again made worse by the lockdowns imposed by the governments seeking to tackle the
COVID-19 pandemic.

e But the stark differences between the southern and western States on the one hand and the
north-central and eastern States on the other in their performance on the SDGs, point to
persisting socio-economic and governance disparities.

o These, if left unaddressed, will exacerbate federal challenges and outcomes, as seen in the
public health challenges during the second wave across some of the worse-off States.

Course corrections needed

e Many others, such as ‘no poverty’, ‘quality education’, ‘decent work and economic growth’,
‘industry, innovation and infrastructure’, and ‘climate action’, need a lot more work so that
the country can be pulled up to the ‘Front Runner’ category from the ‘Performer’ category.

e Partnership is the key to achieve this.

e The current level of collaboration with States, UTs, civil society organisations and businesses
should be further enhanced by overlooking any differences in political ideologies.

e Thereis a need to aggressively implement SDG localisation efforts at the
district, panchayat and village levels so that implementation feedback from the field is
available, besides enabling true internalisation of the SDGs by the community.

e Only work at the community level can make SDGs truly achievable and deliverable.

Conclusion

India’s push in the right direction in achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) related to
clean energy, urban development and health has helped it improve its overall SDG score from 60 in
2019 to 66 in 2021. India must continue to aggressively take up the goals as a challenge for New
India by 2030.
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The proposed convergence between the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) and the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana (PMKSY) in order restore degraded land and reversing desertification in the

country can create employment whilst restoring environment. Discuss.

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

With limited funds to deal with the gargantuan task of restoring degraded land and reversing
desertification in the country, the government is now planning to bring convergence between the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) and the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY).

Key Demand of the question:

To write about advantages that convergence between MGNREGS and PMKSY will offer.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving objectives of both MGNREGS and PMKSY.

Body:

First, write about the statistic related to unemployed and land degradation in India.

Next, write about the advantages that convergence between MGNREGS and PMKSY will offer
especially with a special emphasis on job creation and restoration of degraded lands.

Next, write about the various bottlenecks the above convergence can face and steps to overcome it.
Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

With limited funds to deal with the gargantuan task of restoring degraded land and reversing
desertification in the country, the government is now planning to bring convergence between the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) and the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY).

According to the Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas published by the Environment Ministry
in 2021, at least 30% of India’s total geographical area is under the category of “degraded land”. At
the same time, unemployment was said to be at a 45 year high in India. Ensuring convergence will
tackle both problems with one solution.

Body
Objectives of MGNREGS

e MGNREGA is one of the largest work guarantee programmes in the world which was
launched in 2005.

e The primary objective of the scheme is to guarantee 100 days of employment in every
financial year to adult members of any rural household willing to do public work-related
unskilled manual work.
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o Unlike earlier employment guarantee schemes, MGNREGA aims at addressing the causes of
chronic poverty through a rights-based framework.

e At least one-third of beneficiaries have to be women.

e Wages must be paid according to the statutory minimum wages specified for agricultural
l[abourers in the state under the Minimum Wages Act, 1948.

Objectives of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana

PMKSY is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme (Core Scheme) launched in 2015. Centre- States will be
75:25 per cent. In the case of the north-eastern region and hilly states, it will be 90:10.

e Convergence of investments in irrigation at the field level,
e To expand the cultivable area under assured irrigation (Har Khet ko pani),
e Toimprove on-farm water use efficiency to reduce wastage of water,

e To enhance the adoption of precision-irrigation and other water saving technologies (More
crop per drop),

¢ To enhance recharge of aquifers and introduce sustainable water conservation practices by
exploring the feasibility of reusing treated municipal based water for peri-urban agriculture
and attract greater private investment in a precision irrigation system.

Convergence of MGNREGS and PMKSY

e The employment scheme will work in tandem with the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana to help take up treatment of about 30% more land than feasible with the current
scheme size.

e Under the latter, activities such as ridge area treatment, drainage line treatment, soil and
moisture conservation, rainwater harvesting, nursery raising, afforestation, horticulture
and pasture development are done. The Union government now wants the States to
undertake these activities using MGNREGS funds, which go towards both material and
wage components.

e The Rural Development Ministry is now hoping that by making use of the MGNREGS, which
for the financial year 2022-23 has a budget of X73,000 crore, the government can scale up
the area to be covered.

e By the Ministry’s own estimate, a convergence with the MGNREGS could help take up
treatment of about 30% more land than feasible with the current scheme size.

Conclusion

There is a need for better coordination between various government departments and the
mechanism to allot and measure the work. This is one of the best welfare schemes in recent years
and it has helped the rural poor. However, government officials need to take the initiative to
implement the scheme and must not block the work. The government must ensure that work is
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provided notwithstanding the demand and should expand the scheme and focus on value addition
and multiply community asset works.

Jal Jeevan Mission has shown a lot of inter-state disparities in providing access to safe
and adequate drinking water to all. A renewed focus towards addressing the
disparities and creation of long-lasting infrastructure is of utmost importance.

Comment. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Hindu, Insights on India

Why the question:

One of the most significant commitments of the Narendra Modi government is to ensure piped water
to every rural household by 2024. Under the Jal Jeevan Mission, led by the Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation, 10.2 crore rural households, or about 53% of the eligible population, now have
tap water access.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the shortcomings of Jal Jeevan Mission and suggest measures to improve its
performance.

Directive word:

Comment— here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall
opinion thereupon.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by writing about the aims and objectives of Jal Jeevan Mission.

Body:

First, write about the various achievements of Jal Jeevan Mission. Substantiate with facts and figures.
Next, write about the various shortcomings of Jal Jeevan Mission in ensuring availability of safe
drinking water.

Next, suggest ways to overcome the limitations.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

One of the most significant commitments of the current government is to ensure piped water to
every rural household by 2024. Under the Jal Jeevan Mission, led by the Department of Drinking
Water and Sanitation, 10.2 crore rural households, or about 53% of the eligible population, now
have tap water access.

Body
About Jal-jeevan mission

e The chief objective of the Mission is to provide piped water supply (Har Ghar Jal) to all
rural and urban households by 2024.

e It also aims to create local infrastructure for rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge
and management of household waste water for reuse in agriculture.

e The Jal Jeevan Mission is set to be based on various water conservation efforts like point
recharge, desilting of minor irrigation tanks, use of greywater for agriculture and source
sustainability.
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The Jal Jeevan Mission will converge with other Central and State Government Schemes to
achieve its objectives of sustainable water supply management across the country.

The mission ensures:
o Functionality of existing water supply systems and water connections.
o Water quality monitoring and testing as well as sustainable agriculture.
o Conjunctive use of conserved water.
o Drinking water source augmentation.
o Drinking water supply system, grey water treatment and its reuse.

Implementation: The Mission is based on a community approach to water and includes
extensive Information, Education and Communication as a key component of the mission.

o JIMlooks to create a jan andolan for water, thereby making it everyone’s priority.

o The fund sharing pattern between the Centre and states is 90:10 for Himalayan and
North-Eastern States, 50:50 for other states, and 100% for Union Territories.

Inter-state disparities in access to safe drinking water

The Government commissions annual surveys to evaluate the success of the scheme. A
recent audit, by a private agency, found that around 62% of rural households in India had
fully functional tap water connections within their premises.

The survey, however, revealed wide disparities in achievement. Tamil Nadu, Himachal
Pradesh, Goa and Puducherry reported more than 80% of households with fully functional
connections while less than half the households in Rajasthan, Kerala, Manipur, Tripura,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram and Sikkim had such connections.

About 75% of households received water all days of the week, and only 8% just once a
week. On average, households got water for three hours every day.

Moreover, the report mentions a problem of chlorine contamination.

Though 93% of the water samples were reportedly free of bacteriological contamination,
most of the anganwadi centres and schools had higher than the permissible range of
residual chlorine.

Way forward

Adopt innovative technologies: The government need to adopt innovative technologies,
especially sewage treatment, in-situ combustion/energy production from human excreta,
etc. This will reduce the consumption of freshwater to flush tanks, often seen in urban areas.

With the massive deployment of sensor-based loT systems for measurement & monitoring
of water supply, testing of water samples for quality and dashboard for data integration and
analysis will ensure transparency, assured service delivery, and grievance redressal.

Water Security for Development: India should work on groundwater replenishing methods
without polluting the sources. Further, village communities and users/owners should start
water budgeting to understand and improve water-use efficiency by changing water usage
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patterns, shifting to less water-consuming crops, and/ or switching to micro-irrigation, i.e.,
drip and sprinkler systems.

e Even asmall reduction in agricultural use will enhance water availability for drinking and
domestic purposes, enhancing the longevity and functionality of water supply systems.

e Convergence with other schemes: To ensure the long-term sustainability of JJM, the mission
has to converge with other schemes such as MGNREGS, Atal Bhujal Yojana, Pradhan Mantri
Krishi Sinchayee Yojana, etc., to dovetail resources at the village level.

Conclusion

The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted the progress of the scheme but with the economy now close to
pre-pandemic levels, it is likely that the challenges of labour and material have softened somewhat
to aid the progress of the scheme. The Centre should liaise better with States that are falling behind
in targets and ensure that the infrastructure created as part of the scheme is long lasting and not
merely to meet election targets.

Hate speech is the root of many forms of violence that are being perpetrated and has
become one of the biggest challenges to the rule of law and its democratic ethos.

Examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express , Indian Express

Why the question:

The Supreme Court empowering the police in Delhi, UP and Uttarakhand to initiate action against
loose cannons indulging in hate speech suo motu irrespective of their religion, could end up being a
double-edged weapon.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the consequences of hate speech and ways to address it.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by defining hate speech.

Body:

First, write about the impact of hate speech on society,

Next, write in detail about various legal and constitutional measures that have been provided for
curbing hate speech. Write about how far they have been successful or unsuccessful in achieving the
desired results.

Finally, write about what can be done in future by government, judiciary, civil society etc so as to
reduce instances of hate speech.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction
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The term hate speech is understood as any kind of communication in speech, writing or behaviour,
that attacks or uses pejorative or discriminatory language with reference to a person or a group
based on their religion, ethnicity, nationality, race, color, descent, gender or other identity factor.

The Law Commission, in its 267th report on hate speech, said such utterances have the potential to
provoke individuals and society to commit acts of terrorism, genocide, and ethnic cleansing.

There is no international legal definition of hate speech, and the characterization of what is ‘hateful’
is controversial and disputed.

Body
Impact of hate speech on the society

e Hate speech is a discursive process of pushing marginalised groups outside of social,
economic and political spheres of society by disseminating hate propaganda and
encouraging discrimination.

e Atits most harmful, it is widely recognized as a precursor to ethnic cleansing.

e Internal Security: The Muzaffarnagar riots of 2013 was triggered by a fake video that incited
communal passions. In the West, hate speech combined with fake news on minorities has
induced an anti-immigration sentiment (e.g. : France, ltaly, Greece)

¢ User homophily and Bubble phenomenon: Users with matching political views exchange
one-sided information and opinions that suit their own convictions, reinforcing them even
further, even if those were based on false information. E.g. : Twitter prompts users to follow
those who express similar views or posts.

¢ Igniting extremist sentiments: Fake news’ perpetuates, previously locally found, extremist
ideas and groups together dangerously like-minded people e.g. — Neo-Nazis in Germany,
Separatists in Kashmir.

e Mob lynching: Rumours of child lifting in Jharkhand led to mob lynching on innocent victims.

e Violence: An atmosphere of violence and chaos is created directly or indirectly. The
Christchurch Terror attack on a mosque by an extremist was a result of Islamophobia (a
direct result of hate speech).

e Misinformation and disinformation due to hate speech and fake news have led to riots as
seen in the Delhi Riots case 2020.

Measures needed
Measures:

e The world’s biggest social media companies, including Facebook, Google, Twitter and
ByteDance, are exploring an industry-wide alliance to curb fake news on their platforms in
India.

e The Election Commission of India must tie up with tech companies to identify the creator of
such news.

e Educating the end-users.
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e The government should bring out a policy framework on the possible harm due to the
internet messaging platforms to engage at a deeper level.

e Imposing hefty fines, like in Germany the Social media companies face fines of up to €50m if
they persistently fail to remove illegal content from their sites.

Way forward

e Clarity and technological upgradation is needed to deal with this and a mechanism to get down
such material, which is prone to disturb social setup.

e Improving the level of training in equality and non-discrimination among police forces and
legal bodies, improving research and encouraging reporting of such content.

e Indian government has been pushing for internet platforms to locate their servers in the
country, which might help address dangerous speech in real time.

e Generating contra-narratives on social networks and raising public awareness through
campaigns to tackle extremism.

e There can be an internationally accepted law that places the responsibility on social media
companies like Facebook to tackle hate speech by deleting obviously illegal content within 24
hours if there is a request from the Government of a particular nation.

e Social media platforms need to take responsibility to ensure transparency, accountability and a
system of rules and guidelines that users can recognize as standards, and which when enforced
in a regularized fashion can begin to act as precedents. Thus, users, police and civil society actors
will have a clear sense of what kind of material is likely to be taken down.

e Public authorities must be held accountable for dereliction of the duty of care and also for non-
compliance with this court’s orders by not taking action to prevent vigilante groups from inciting
communal disharmony and spreading hate against citizens of the country and taking the laws
into their own hands.

e Therefore giving a proper definition to hate speech would be the first step to deal with the
menace and other initiatives such as spreading awareness amongst the public is the need of
the hour.

Development processes and the development industry —the role of NGOs,
SHGs, various groups and associations, donors, charities, institutional and other
stakeholders.

NGOs work to promote and improve the social and political conditions of the society
on a broad scale. However, various provisions of the Foreign Contribution Regulation
Act (FCRA) hinder their performance. Critically analyse. (250 words).

Difficulty level: Moderate.

Reference: Indian Express
Why the question:
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The Ministry of Home Affairs has cancelled the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) licence
of Rajiv Gandhi Foundation (RGF) and Rajiv Gandhi Charitable Trust (RGCT), organisations that are
associated with the Nehru-Gandhi family, for alleged violations of the provisions of the Act.

Key Demand of the question:

To understand the importance of NGOs and the impact of of FCRA on NGOs.

Directive word:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyze, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of
the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When “critically’ is
suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a
balanced judgment on the topic.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Briefly mention the role of NGOs in civil society.

Body:

Explain the three changes brought about by the amendment to FCRA and how it would impact the
normal functioning of NGOs and on the other hand mention the intent behind such a legislation.
Mention the rationale behind such regulation.

Conclusion:

Conclude by stressing on striking a balance between promotion of NGOs and ensuring National
security.

Introduction

The Ministry of Home Affairs has cancelled the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) licence
of Rajiv Gandhi Foundation (RGF) and Rajiv Gandhi Charitable Trust (RGCT), organisations that are
associated with the Nehru-Gandhi family, for alleged violations of the provisions of the Act.

An amended FCRA was enacted under the UPA government in 2010. The law was amended again by
the current government in 2020, giving the government tighter control and scrutiny over the receipt
and utilisation of foreign funds by NGOs. A legal challenge to the 2020 amendments was rejected by
the Supreme Court in April 2022.

Body

Role of NGOs in India

India has nearly 3.4 million NGOs, working in a variety of fields ranging from disaster relief to
advocacy for marginalised and disadvantaged communities. There the role and responsibilities are
immense in developing country like India, which can listed as follows:

e Bridging The Gap:NGOs endeavour to plug gaps in the government’s programmes and reach
out to sections of people often left untouched by state projects. For example, providing aid
to migrant workers in Covid-19 crisis.

e Also, they are engaged in diverse activities, relating to human and labour rights, gender
issues, healthcare, environment, education, legal aid, and even research.

¢ Role of an Enabler:Community-level outfits and self-help groups are critical for bringing any
change in the ground

e Acting as a Pressure Group:There are political NGOs that mobilise public opinion against
government’s policies and actions.
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e The Centre for Social Impact and Philanthropy in its report has pointed out that there will
not only be an increase in school dropouts and child marriages but also a decrease in
immunisation and access to healthcare due to the economic downturn economic downturn
induced by Covid-19.

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment, 2020:
o It seeks to prohibit ‘public servants’ from receiving any foreign funding.

e |t proposes to reduce the use of foreign funds to meet administrative costs by NGOs from
the existing 50 per cent to 20 per cent.

e It seeks to “prohibit any transfer of foreign contribution to any association/person”.

e It proposes to make Aadhaar cards a mandatory identification document for all office-
bearers, directors and other key functionaries of NGOs or associations eligible to receive
foreign donations.

e It seeks to allow for the central government to hold a summary inquiry to direct bodies with
FCRA approval to “not utilise the unutilised foreign contribution or receive the remaining
portion of foreign contribution”.

e And to limit the use of foreign funds for administrative purposes. This would impact research
and advocacy organisations which use the funding to meet their administrative costs.

Government Guidelines for NGO’s and issues

e The amendments to the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA) enacted last year that
among others made it compulsory for NGOs to open a bank account in Delhi has
crippledthe work of many organisations who are unable to receive foreign funds.

e The amendments have made the FCRA, 2010 more stringent, with prohibition of transfer of
funds from one NGO to another, decrease of administrative expensesthrough foreign
funds from 50 per cent to 20 per cent, making Aadhaar mandatory for registration, and
giving the government powers to stop utilisation of foreign funds through a “summary
enquiry”.

e Registered NGOs can receive foreign contribution for five purposes — social, educational,
religious, economic and cultural. An FCRA registration is mandatory for NGOs to receive
foreign funds. There are 22,591 FCRA registered NGOs.

e The petitioner argued that it applied to open the account before the March 31 deadline but
the administrative delays on the part of the bank and the Ministry severely restricted its
activities including providing COVID-19 related relief and paying of urgent salaries of staff
and also affected its charitable and educational activities.

e Any organisation seeking registration under the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA)
must have operated for at least three years and spent “a minimum amount of Rs 15
lakh on its core activities for the benefit of society during the last three financial years”.

e Any organisation seeking prior permission for receiving a “specific amount from a specific
donor for carrying out specific activities or projects” shall “submit a specific commitment
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letter from the donor indicating the amount of foreign contribution and the purpose for
which it is proposed to be given”.

e The Centre has said that if the value of foreign contribution is over Rs 1 crore, it may be
given in instalments “provided that the second and subsequent instalment shall be released
after submission of proof of utilisation of 75 per cent of the foreign contribution received in
the previous instalment and after field inquiry of the utilisation of foreign contribution.”

¢ Inthe newly notified rules, the Centre has made an insertion in Rule 9 — which deals with
obtaining registration or prior permission to receive foreign funds — which makes the
process more cumbersome for NGOs.

Conclusion

The legislation will have far-reaching consequences on the fields of education, health, people’s
livelihoods, gender justice and indeed democracy in India. There is no denying the fact that there are
black sheep in the sector. But sincere adherence to the existing framework could easily weed them
out. The new laws will overload the NGOs with new bureaucratic tasks and open the floodgates for
arbitrary action by the authorities.

Role of civil services in a democracy.

The civil service is the engine room of modern government as they play a crucial part

in making policies that reflect the needs of the public. Discuss. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Easy

Reference: Insights on India

Why the question:

The question is part of the static syllabus (Revision) of General studies paper — 2 and mentioned as
part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the roles played by civil services in the modern government and its role in making
policies which are public centric.

Directive:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by mentioning the role of civil services in the modern day.

Body:

First, in detail, write about the roles performed by the civil services which makes it the engine room
of modern government — basis of government, policy making & implementation, services to people,
continuity in administration etc.

Next, write about the role of civil services in people centric policies. Substantiate with examples.
Conclusion:

Conclude by summarising.

w
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Introduction

The role of Civil Servants across the domains of policy making and policy implementation is critical to
the development process. They assist in identifying major policy areas such as preparing

major policy proposals, analysing various alternatives and solutions to societal problems requiring
urgent attention, dividing the major policies into sub-policies, determining program of action

and suggesting modification in the existing policy on the basis of its experience on the
implementation front.

Body
Civil service as engine room of modern government

e They engage in collection of relevant data and information in order to identify core issues.
The type of information required, the extent of substance in the information so collected
and assimilation of the information is the task of the Civil Servants.

o They then assist the government in terms of providing relevant data for
substantiating policy proposals.

e Owing to their enormous administrative expertise and capability of the civil services, they
are privy to various problems and issues facing the country.

o Their knowledge and experience so acquired is then put to use by assuming the role
of the ‘think-tank’ of the government.

o The Civil Servants assist the political executive in identifying policy issues by
suggesting the nature of problems and the need for taking them up for
consideration at higher levels.

e The civil service engages itself in examining the issue taken up for policy formulation, it
frames and reframes policy proposals keeping in view its viability, future prospects,
resources available, acceptability, etc.

o ltis also the responsibility of the civil services to analyze policy proposals in relation
to the provisions of the Constitution, the laws framed by the Parliament, and other
existing rules and regulations.

o Inthis way the civil services help in framing sound and effective policies.

e Civil servants are responsible for implementing the laws and policies of government.
By carrying out laws, it regulates the behaviour of the people in society.

o The ideals and objectives of government may be very popular, the plans for national
development may be extremely progressive and the resources of the country may
be abundant, but without civil services, not much can be achieved.

o An efficient civil service can avoid waste, correct errors, limit the consequences of
incompetence or irresponsibility while implementing laws and public policies

Various roles and responsibilities

e Setting right developmental goals and priorities in areas of education, health,
communications etc. Formulation and implementation of strategies and programmes for the
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development and modernisation of the nation. E.g., Formulation of plans at district, state
and national levels.

e Creation of new administrative organisations and improving the capacity of the existing
ones for the developmental purposes.

e To develop agriculture, civil servants have to properly manage community resources such
as land, water resources, forests, wetlands and wasteland development. E.g. the
District Collector of Dewas, Umakant Umrao helped the farmers in Madhya Pradesh to fight
against drought by constructing over 16,000 ponds.

e To facilitate industrial development, infrastructural facilities such as roads, electricity,
communications, market centres etc. have to be provided. In these countries, the civil
service manages government owned business, industrial enterprises and public utility
services. IAS officer Ritu Maheshwari, installed new electricity smart meters to tackle the
prevalent electricity theft in Kanpur.

o Development and mobilisation of natural, human and financial resources and their proper
utilization for accomplishing developmental objectives. P Narahari, as district collector in
Madhya Pradesh, worked towards building a barrier-free environment that ensures
that people with disabilities can move about safely and independently.

e Securing the support of the people for developmental activities by involving them in the
process of development by creating appropriate attitude towards the socio-economic
changes that are taking place in society. IAS Officer, Smita Sabharwal, popularly known as
‘the people’s officer’, launched a campaign called “Fund Your City” in Warangal. She
appealed to residents to help her build the infrastructure of Naxal-affected areas, which
resulted in the construction of traffic junctions and foot over-bridges.

Conclusion

The citizen has become the focal point of the administrative and development discourse. As one of
the foremost agents of governance, the Civil Services form the connecting bridge between state and
the society. This interface is critical to both administration of programs and acquiring inputs as
feedback.

This gains currency especially since policy areas are interlinked in multiple ways and citizen has
become the core focus. Most government programs are today managed by the civil services and
allow citizens access to quick and personalized grievance redressal mechanisms. Hence, they assume
importance particularly in terms of eliminating the gulf between expectations of the electorate and
the outcomes of government initiatives.

One of the most troublesome governance issues is that of frequent transfers of civil
servants. Do you think a fixed tenure for civil servants is the way forward to ensure

continuity in administration leading to good governance? (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Insights on India, Insights on India

Why the question:

The question is part of the static syllabus (Revision) of General studies paper — 2 and mentioned as
part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable.

Key Demand of the question:
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To write about the issue of frequent transfers of civil servants and if fixed tenure can lead to good
governance.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by giving context.

Body:

First, write about the drawbacks and impact associated with the frequent transfer of civil servants.
Next, write about the advantages of having a fixed tenure of the civil servants in a particular posting
— continuity, impartial decision making, insulation from pressure, increased efficiency etc.

Next, write about the disadvantages of having a fixed tenure of the civil servants — complacency,
shrinking accountability etc.

Conclusion:

Conclude by starting your opinion on the above issue and way forward to achieve continuity.

Introduction

An analysis of the executive record (ER) sheets of thousands of IAS officers reveals that the frequent
transfers in service are normal. But, frequent transfers have an adverse impact on their morale. This
will lead to a decline in productivity and efficacy. Eg: IAS Ashok Khemka has been transferred more
than 50 times. Pradeep Kasni has been transferred 65 times.

Body
Frequent transfer of civil servant: Background

e The Civil Services Survey report noted: frequent transfers has been a concern for most
respondents as it adversely affected job satisfaction, children’s education, and family
togetherness and placed officers at the mercy of corrupt influences.

e A Central government database on transfers of Indian Administrative Services (IAS) officers
who sit atop the bureaucracy in the Centre and in states shows that the average duration of
their posting in the last five years was 464 days.

e The good part about this reading is that over the last 20 years, this number has improved the
most in the last five years, and this improvement has been both at the Centre and in states.

e The bad reading is that a bureaucrat is still averaging only about 15 months in a posting,
which is a considerable distance away from the standard of three to five years that is
commonly spoken of in organizational and human resource contexts.

e The analysis of the SUPREMO (Single User Platform Related to Employees Online)
database of the Department of Personnel and Training, Government of India, shows that the
average posting spell of civil servants in India is only about 15 months.

e Job transfers are a huge matter for governments and their employees, a source of constant
worry for employees and apparent satisfaction for governments.

Fixed tenure advantages to civil servants for good governance

e Many respondents suggested a fixed tenure of at least 2 to 3 years for all civil servants
(except officers of suspect integrity) to ensure accountability and maximise their impact on
the job.
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e While fixed tenures have not materialised, the reduction in the last five years in the
number of transfers, and a corresponding increase in average tenures across both Centre
and states, is a silver lining.

e Buttrue, and lasting gains, calls for systemic reforms, and that is not visible at the moment.
The undermining of transfer guidelines has been a major shortcoming of personnel
administration in India. The Second Administrative Reforms Commission has highlighted it.

e The Fifth Pay Commission had recommended that no premature transfer should be allowed
and that there should be fixation of a minimum tenure for each post. This would
ensure longevity in schemes and reforms and impact at grassroots level in case of reforms
taken.

e Lesstransfers also mean, more motivation to show real progress by civil servants and thus
working towards betterment and welfare of people.

Conclusion

Good governance and better administration of development is often offered as a plausible solution
to conflict management. At the heart of this solution are public administrators. Civil servants, no
matter how dedicated, innovative and efficient they may be, need a stability of tenure to govern
well.

A healthy working relationship between Ministers, MPs, MLAs and civil servants is critical for good
governance. Therefore, the state needs to take every stakeholder of governance in confidence.

India is rapidly integrating technology in both governance and in delivering goods and
services. All this requires a civil servant who is not just committed but also has the

competence to deliver on this evolving mandate. Elaborate. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Easy

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

The civil services have remained at the epicentre of all government activities in India, both as agents
of policymaking as well as the executive hand that delivers and implements those policies. This
unique moment of Amrit Mahotsav is the appropriate time for the civil services to pause, reflect and
strategise on the approaches needed to shape its future. People-centric governance is no longer
aspirational but is rapidly becoming the national imperative.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the need of competent and committed civil servants to achieve good governance and
ways to do so.

Directive word:

Elaborate — Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context.

Body:

First, write in detail about the various issues in the Indian Civil service and how it is adversely
impacting the governance.
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Next, write about the importance of competence and commitment in civil servants and how this will
lead to achievement of good governance.

Next, write about the ways to achieve the above.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward

Introduction

E-governance, digital governance is the integration of technology with governance in delivery of
goods and services.

The role of Civil Servants across the domains of policy making and policy implementation is critical to
the development process. They assist in identifying major policy areas such as preparing

major policy proposals, analysing various alternatives and solutions to societal problems requiring
urgent attention, dividing the major policies into sub-policies, determining program of action

and suggesting modification in the existing policy on the basis of its experience on the
implementation front.

Body
Importance of competent civil servants in governance

o They engage in collection of relevant data and information in order to identify core issues.
The type of information required, the extent of substance in the information so collected
and assimilation of the information is the task of the Civil Servants.

o They then assist the government in terms of providing relevant data for
substantiating policy proposals.

e Owing to their enormous administrative expertise and capability of the civil services, they
are privy to various problems and issues facing the country.

o Their knowledge and experience so acquired is then put to use by assuming the role
of the ‘think-tank’ of the government.

o The Civil Servants assist the political executive in identifying policy issues by
suggesting the nature of problems and the need for taking them up for
consideration at higher levels.

e The civil service engages itself in examining the issue taken up for policy formulation, it
frames and reframes policy proposals keeping in view its viability, future prospects,
resources available, acceptability, etc.

o Itis also the responsibility of the civil services to analyze policy proposals in relation
to the provisions of the Constitution, the laws framed by the Parliament, and other
existing rules and regulations.

o Inthis way the civil services help in framing sound and effective policies.

e Civil servants are responsible for implementing the laws and policies of government.
By carrying out laws, it regulates the behaviour of the people in society.

o The ideals and objectives of government may be very popular, the plans for national
development may be extremely progressive and the resources of the country may
be abundant, but without civil services, not much can be achieved.
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o An efficient civil service can avoid waste, correct errors, limit the consequences of
incompetence or irresponsibility while implementing laws and public policies

Civil servants achieving their objectives

e Setting right developmental goals and priorities in areas of education, health,
communications etc. Formulation and implementation of strategies and programmes for the
development and modernisation of the nation. E.g., Formulation of plans at district, state
and national levels.

e Creation of new administrative organisations and improving the capacity of the existing
ones for the developmental purposes.

o To develop agriculture, civil servants have to properly manage community resources such
as land, water resources, forests, wetlands and wasteland development. E.g. the
District Collector of Dewas, Umakant Umrao helped the farmers in Madhya Pradesh to fight
against drought by constructing over 16,000 ponds.

e To facilitate industrial development, infrastructural facilities such as roads, electricity,
communications, market centres etc. have to be provided. In these countries, the civil
service manages government owned business, industrial enterprises and public utility
services. IAS officer Ritu Maheshwari, installed new electricity smart meters to tackle the
prevalent electricity theft in Kanpur.

e Development and mobilisation of natural, human and financial resources and their proper
utilization for accomplishing developmental objectives. P Narahari, as district collector in
Madhya Pradesh, worked towards building a barrier-free environment that ensures
that people with disabilities can move about safely and independently.

e Securing the support of the people for developmental activities by involving them in the
process of development by creating appropriate attitude towards the socio-economic
changes that are taking place in society. IAS Officer, Smita Sabharwal, popularly known as
‘the people’s officer’, launched a campaign called “Fund Your City” in Warangal. She
appealed to residents to help her build the infrastructure of Naxal-affected areas, which
resulted in the construction of traffic junctions and foot over-bridges.

Conclusion

Indian civil servants should strive to make India’s civil services the best in the world. They need to
come out with innovative ideas and solutions to deliver public services to the satisfaction of every
citizen. At the same time, the right ecosystem should be created to ensure that they have a
meaningful career and are able to fulfill their responsibilities without fear or favour.
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Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services
relating to Health, Education, Human Resources.

To meet India’s healthcare challenges and transform it into a world leader in the field
in the next 25 years, we must act now to transform education, expand care and

research. Discuss.

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India

Why the question:

The Covid-19 pandemic has shown the world our capability to handle mega problems. With good
leadership and active community participation we became self-sufficient in terms of PPE, ventilators
and vaccines.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the healthcare challenges and ways to overcome it.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 54



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/india75-looking-at-100-the-dream-of-a-healthy-nation-8190156/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-health-sector/

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS "

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving a statistic related to the current state of healthcare in India.

Body:

First, write about the various issues in the healthcare system of the country and substantiate with
facts and examples.

Next, write about the measures that are needed to address the above issues in order to make India
as a world leader in global healthcare.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

Healthcare provisions in India is grossly inadequate and access to healthcare is highly
inequitable. Lack of efficient public healthcare and burden of out-of-pocket health expenditures
reduces people’s capacity or disables them from investing in the human capital of their children.

In India, a large portion of the population is below the poverty line, therefore, they do not have easy
access to primary health and education. There is growing inequality across social groups and income
groups which translates itself into poor socio-economic mobility.

Body
Healthcare challenges in India

¢ Finance: At about 1.3% of the national income, India’s public healthcare spending between
2008 and 2015, has virtually remained stagnant. This is way less than the global average of 6
per cent. It is a herculean task to implement a scheme that could potentially cost Rs 5 lakh
per person and benefit 53.7 crore out of India’s 121 crore citizenry, or roughly about 44% of
the country’s population. Over 70 per cent of the total healthcare expenditure is accounted
for by the private sector.

e Crumbling public health infrastructure: Given the country’s crumbling public healthcare
infrastructure, most patients are forced to go to private clinics and hospitals. There is a
shortage of PHCs (22%) and sub-health centres (20%), while only 7% sub-health centres
and 12% primary health centres meet Indian Public Health Standards (IPHS) norms.

e High Out of Pocket Expenditure: Reports suggest that 70% of the medical spending is from
the patient’s pockets leading to huge burden and pushing many into poverty. Most
consumers complain of rising costs. Hundred days into the PMJAY, it remains to be seen if
private hospitals provide knee replacement at Rs 80,000 (current charges Rs 3.5 lakh) bypass
surgery at Rs 1.7 lakh (against Rs 4 lakh).

e Insurance: India has one of the lowest per capita healthcare expenditures in the world.
Government contribution to insurance stands at roughly 32 percent, as opposed to 83.5
percent in the UK. The high out-of-pocket expenses in India stem from the fact that 76
percent of Indians do not have health insurance.

e Doctor-Density Ratio: The WHO reports the doctor-density ratio in India at 8 per 10,000
people as against one doctor for a population of 1,000. To achieve such access, merely
increasing the number of primary and secondary healthcare centres is not enough.
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e Shortage of Medical Personnel: Data by IndiaSpend show that there is a staggering shortage
of medical and paramedical staff at all levels of care: 10,907 auxiliary nurse midwives and
3,673 doctors are needed at sub-health and primary health centres, while for community
health centres the figure is 18,422 specialists.

o Rural-urban disparity: The rural healthcare infrastructure is three-tiered and includes a sub-
center, primary health centre (PHC) and CHC. PHCs are short of more than 3,000 doctors,
with the shortage up by 200 per cent over the last 10 years to 27,421. Private hospitals don’t
have adequate presence in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities and there is a trend towards super
specialisation in Tier-1 cities.

e Social Inequality: The growth of health facilities has been highly imbalanced in India. Rural,
hilly and remote areas of the country are under served while in urban areas and cities,
health facility is well developed. The SC/ST and the poor people are far away from modern
health service.

e Poor healthcare ranking: India ranks as low as 145th among 195 countries in healthcare
quality and accessibility, behind even Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.

¢ Commercial motive: lack of transparency and unethical practices in the private sector.

o Lack of level playing field between the public and private hospitals: This has been a major
concern as public hospitals would continue receiving budgetary support. This would
dissuade the private players from actively participating in the scheme.

e Scheme flaws: The overall situation with the National Health Mission, India’s flagship
programme in primary health care, continues to be dismal. The NHM'’s share in the health
budget fell from 73% in 2006 to 50% in 2019 in the absence of uniform and substantial
increases in health spending by States.

Measures needed

e Toengineer an inclusive and sustainable growth for India, the social infrastructure like
education, health and social protection are being given utmost priority by the Government

e The gaps in the expenditure on social infrastructure like health and education should be
closed by strengthening the delivery mechanisms of the government initiatives.

o Protecting and investing in people’s health, education, and skilling is vital for
reducing income inequality, and sustained inclusive economic growth.

e India needs to increase its spending on health and education. As recommended by
the National Health Policy 2017 and the NEP 2020, India needs to increase its spending on
health and education to at least 2.5 % in 6 % of GDP respectively from its current levels.
Enhancing policies to maintain and even increase health and longevity will therefore be
necessary.

e The current situation calls for more and better schools, especially in rural areas. It also calls
for better transportation links between rural areas and regional urban hubs.

e India has to invest more in human capital formation at all levels, from primary education to
higher education, cutting-edge research and development as well as on vocational
training to increase the skill sets of its growing working-age population.

e
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o The flagship schemes such as Skill India, Make in India, and Digital India have to be
implemented to achieve convergence between skill training and employment generation.

e Bridging the gender gaps in education, skill development, employment, earnings and
reducing social inequalities prevalent in the society have been the underlying goals of the
development strategy to enhance human capabilities.

¢ Improved infrastructure, skill development, access to easy finance, reducing barriers to
entrepreneurship and forums for mentorship of emerging entrepreneurs in partnership
with corporates are some of measures.

o Decentralized models of development: Social policies for each state must be differentiated
to accommodate different rates of population growth. The populations in south and west
India are growing at a much slower pace than in the central and eastern states.

Conclusion

A multi-pronged approach is imperative to reap the demographic dividend. There is also a need

to engage with the youth and create an enabling environment for entrepreneurship. The
demographic dividend offers them a unique opportunity to boost living standards, but they must act
now to manage their older populations in the near future by implementing policies that ensure a
safe and efficient transition from the first demographic dividend to the second demographic
dividend.

In the Indian context, conversations around mental health are fast gaining a
stronghold with various government policies and many private organisations working

towards it. Discuss. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate.

Reference: India Times, Insights on India

Why the question:

World Mental Health Day is here. The day is observed around the world to raise awareness about the
significance of mental wellness.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the various efforts at improving mental health in the country.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving an overview of mental health set up in India and trends in mental health disorders.
Body:

First, write about the various initiatives taken in this regard such as — national tele-mental health
programme, its features and the potential benefits from it. Write about the various efforts of private
organisations.

Next, write about the need to reach masses and destigmatise mental disorders in the society —
mention the steps that must be taken in this regard — creating awareness, accessible treatment,
promoting well-being, harnessing AYUSH etc.

Conclusion:
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Conclude by writing a way forward of measures needed to further strengthen mental health in India.
Introduction

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), mental health is a state of well-being in which
the individual realizes his or her own abilities, can cope with the normal stresses of life, can work
productively and fruitfully, and is able to make a contribution to his or her community.’

Like Physical health, Mental health is also important at every stage of life, from childhood and
adolescence through adulthood.

Body
Mental health: India

e Recentreports published in Lancetrevealed that one in seven people in India had a mental
disorder ranging from mild to severe in 2017.

e Also, the proportional contribution of mental disorders to the total disease burden had
doubled between 1990 and 2017.

e Mental disorders include depressive and anxiety disorders, schizophrenia and bipolar
disorder.

e This situation was generally worse in the southern Statescompared to the northern States
due to the nature of development, modernisation, urbanisation and other factors not
understood yet.

e Depressive disorders were more prevalent among females than maleswhich could be due
to sexual abuse, gender discrimination, stress due to antenatal and postnatal issues and
other reasons.

Various measures to address issue of mental health in India

e Constitutional Provision: SC has held healthcare to be a fundamental right under Article
210f the Constitution.

¢ National Mental Health Program (NMHP):To address the huge burden of mental disorders
and shortage of qualified professionals in the field of mental health, the government has
been implementing the National Mental Health Program (NMHP) since 1982.

o The Program wasre-strategize in 2003 to include two schemes, viz. Modernization of
State Mental Hospitals and Up-gradation of Psychiatric Wings of Medical
Colleges/General Hospitals.

e Mental HealthCare Act 2017: It guarantees every affected person access to mental
healthcareand treatment from services run or funded by the government.

o It has significantly reduced the scope for the use of Section 309 IPC and made the
attempt to commit suicide punishable only as an exception.

e Kiran Helpline: In 2020, the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment launched a 24/7
toll-free helpline ‘Kiran’to provide support to people facing anxiety, stress, depression,
suicidal thoughts and other mental health concerns.
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Conclusion and way forward

¢ Mental health situation in Indiademands active policy interventions and resource allocation
by the government.

e Toreduce the stigma around mental health,we need measures to train and sensitize the
community/society.

e When it comes to providing the right care to patientswith mental illness, we need mental
health care intervention to the patients, we need innovative models to deepen the
penetration of services and staff.

o One such model is Accredited Social Health Activist (ASHA)by the ministry of health
and family welfare.

¢ India needs a constant stream of funds for educating and creating awarenessabout mental
health and chronic issues around it.

e The need of the hour is to provoke masses to learn about mental health through campaigns
like Swach Mansikta Abhiyan.

The National Credits Framework (NCrF) aims to achieve equivalence between general
and vocational education and allow learners to exit and re-enter the education
ecosystem at multiple points. State your opinion on its potential to be a game changer

for the education sector. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate
Reference: The Hindu
Why the question:
In a bid to integrate academic and vocational or skill-based education, Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on October 19 unveiled the draft report on the National Credits Framework
(NCrF) and invited nationwide public consultations and suggestions on the proposed educational
credits system.
Key Demand of the question:
To write about NCrF, its features, potential and limitations.
Structure of the answer:
Introduction:
Begin by writing about the aims and objectives of National Credits Framework (NCrF).
Body:
First, write in detail, the various features of National Credits Framework (NCrF).
Next, write about the potential of National Credits Framework (NCrF) to be a game changer got the
Indian education sector.
Finally, write about its shortcomings and limitations.
Conclusion:
Conclude by writing a way forward.
Introduction

The Ministry of Education recently unveiled a draft ‘National Credit Framework’ (NCrF) in a bid to
integrate academic and vocational or skill-based education. It aims to bring the entire education
system, from school to university, into the academic ‘credit’ regime and has sought public view.
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One of the main objectives of the NCrF is to bring skilling and vocational learning to the
mainstream, by creating equivalence of a vocational education and skilling program with general
education programs with or without any additional academic learning.

Body
About National Credit Framework (NCrF)

e The new framework is a part of the National Education Policy. According to the framework,
an academic year will be defined by the number of hours a student puts in. Credits will be
provided to them accordingly at the end of each academic year.

o The framework has been formulated under the University Grants Commission
(Establishment and Operation of Academic Bank of Credits in Higher Education) Regulations,
notified in July 2021.

e Credit System

o The report of the high-level committee on the NCrF, put out in public domain,
proposes credit levels from class 5 onward itself — which will be credit level 1, going
up to credit level 7 and 8 with post-graduation and a doctorate, respectively.

o Credit levels will increase by 0.5 for every year of learning.

e Academic Bank of Credit:

o The recently introduced Academic Bank of Credit (ABC)for higher education will be
expanded to allow for end-to-end management of credits earned from school
education onwards and will also include vocational education and trainings, it is
envisaged.

e Earning Credit

o The total ‘Notional Learning hours in a year’ for assignment of Credits will be 1200
hours. A minimum of 40 credits may be earned for 1200 hours of learning every year
with 20 credits per semester of six months. Each Credit will come with 30 hours of
learning- 30 hours per credit.

o Notion learning hours in the context of NCrF means time spent not just in classroom
teaching, but also in a range of co-curricular and extracurricular activities.

o The list of such activities includes sports, yoga, performing arts, music, social work,
NCC, vocational education, as well as on-the-job training, internships or
apprenticeships.

e Easy Entry and Exit:

o The credit transfer mechanism will also enable a student/ learner to enter and exit
the educational ecosystem, both general and vocational,at any point of time.

o Insuch cases due weightage is given to work experience gained or any other training
undertaken by the learner.

¢ Due Attention to Co-Curricular Activities:
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o The new credit framework will not have any hard separation between Curricular
and Co-Curricular,or various discipline and will count in performance on -classroom
teaching/learning/laboratory work/class projects; Sports and games, etc.

¢ Aadhaar-enabled student registration:

o An Aadhaar-enabled student registration will take place. After student registration,
an Academic Bank of Credit (ABC)account will be opened.

o The deposit of degree and credits will take place in those accounts. There will be a
knowledge locker along the lines of DigiLocker.

Significance of NCrF
For students

e It would work as ‘an umbrella framework for skilling, re-skilling, up-skilling, accreditation &
evaluation” encompassing educational & skilling institutions and workforce.

e Ensures flexibility in the duration of study/ courses through multiple entries and exit/work
options

e Paves way for creditisation of all learning hours, including academic, vocational and
experiential learning

e Gives the provision for lifelong learning — any time anywhere learning

e The NCrF system also supports educational acceleration for students with gifted learning
abilities and recognition of prior learning for the workforce that has acquired knowledge and
skills informally through traditional family inheritance, work experience or other methods.

For institutions
e Brings about a unification of higher education institutions
e Promotes multidisciplinary education
e Promotes stronger collaboration between institutions
e Increases the focus on research and innovation
For government
e Assists the government to increase the enrolment of students
e Helps to fulfil the national vision of complementing the demographic dividend
e Aids in transforming India into the Skill capital of the world

e The credits for knowledge acquisition, hands-on training, and positive social outcomes will
be a key step for achieving 100% literacy in the next 2-3 years and go towards making India a
S5 trillion economy.

For industry

e Allows students to attain NSQF-approved foundational skills
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e Helps students be more employable
e Allows integration of educational upskilling through micro credentials
Conclusion

Thus, the NCrF aims to blur the lines or remove the “hard separation” between curricular,
extracurricular, or co-curricular, among arts, commerce, and sciences, or between vocational or
academic streams.

The Surrogacy Act and the Assisted Reproduction Technology Act impinge upon right
to privacy, reproductive autonomy, and falls short in recognising non-traditional

families. Critically analyse. (250 words).

Difficulty level: Moderate.

Reference: Indian Express

Why the question:

The Surrogacy (Regulation) Act 2021 and the Assisted Reproductive Technology (Regulation) Act
2021 (ART Act) came into force early this year. The Acts aim to regulate the multimillion-dollar
industry of reproductive medicine, stipulate who can access assisted reproductive technologies and
procedures such as in vitro fertilisation and surrogacy, the conditions under which gamete donation
and surrogacy can take place, and specify requirements for clinics to operate.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the various issues in the Surrogacy Act and the Assisted Reproduction Technology Act
and measures to rectify it.

Directive word:

Critically analyze — When asked to analyze, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of
the topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. When ‘critically’ is
suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the topic and give a
balanced judgment on the topic.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Briefly by giving context.

Body:

First, write about the major features of Surrogacy Act and the Assisted Reproduction Technology Act
and recent changes introduced in them.

Next, mention in detail as to how the above result in impinging upon right to privacy, reproductive
autonomy, and falls short in recognising non-traditional families.

Next, mention the steps that are needed to rectify the above shortcomings.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

The Surrogacy (Regulation) Act 2021 and the Assisted Reproductive Technology (Regulation) Act
2021 (ART Act) came into force early this year. The Acts aim to regulate the multimillion-dollar
industry of reproductive medicine, stipulate who can access assisted reproductive technologies and
procedures such as in vitro fertilisation and surrogacy, the conditions under which gamete donation
and surrogacy can take place, and specify requirements for clinics to operate.
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The Acts allow only married infertile couples and certain categories of women to avail of ARTs and
surrogacy. Sale of gametes and any payment to the surrogate mother, other than insurance
coverage and medical expenses, has been prohibited. Clinics and banks offering ART procedures
have to be registered.

Body
Objectives of Acts

¢ India has emerged as a hub for infertility treatment, attractingpeople from the world over
with its state-of-the-art technology and competitive prices to treat infertility.

e Soon enough, due to prevailing socio-economic inequities, underprivileged women found
an option to ‘rent their wombs’and thereby make money to take care of their expenses —
often to facilitate a marriage, enable children to get an education, or to provide for
hospitalisation or surgery for someone in the family.

e Once information of the availability of such wombs got out, the demand also picked up.

e Unscrupulous middle meninveigled themselves into the scene and exploitation of these
women began.

e Several instances began to emerge where women, in often desperate straits, started lodging
police complaints after they did not receive the promised sum.

e Otherissues also began to crop up. For instance, in 2008 a Japanese couplebegan the
process with a surrogate mother in Gujarat, but before the child was born they split with
both of them refusing to take the child. In 2012, an Australian couple commissioned a
surrogate mother, and arbitrarily chose one of the twins that were born.

Issues with the ACT
e As per the Surrogacy Act,a married couple can opt for surrogacy only on medical grounds.
e It also prescribes an age-criteria for both the man and woman.

e Though the law allows single women to resort to surrogacy, she has to either be a widow
or a divorcee.

o Single men are not eligible.

e The Bill raises questions over the reproductive rights of a woman. The right to life enshrines
the right of reproductive autonomy, inclusive of the right to procreation and parenthood,
which is not within the domain of the state, warranting interference of a fundamental right.

e Only a close relative of the couple can be a surrogate mother.She should have been
married, with a child of her own. She can only be a surrogate mother once.

e Even at the Bill stage, there was some apprehension about the too restrictive regulations.
For instance, it does not allow single (never been married) women, or men, or gay couples
to go in for surrogacy.

Corrective steps that are needed to rectify the same

e
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e For surrogacy to happen, we need embryos, and embryos are cultured in various In-Vitro
Fertilisation (IVF) laboratories.

o So regulation of surrogacy must be preceded by law on Assisted Reproductive
Technology (ART) which is now realised.

e Rather than penalising surrogacy, the person providing a womb for surrogacy must
be secured with a contract, ensuring proper, insurance and medical checks.

e The Standing Committee had recommended a model of compensated surrogacywhich
would cover psychological counselling of the surrogate mother and/or her children, lost
wages for the duration of pregnancy, child care support, dietary supplements and
medication, maternity clothing and post-delivery care. The Bill should, at the very least,
incorporate these provisions.

¢ Right to privacy of donor as well as surrogate mother should be protected.
e Surrogacy should bemade inclusive for all class of people irrespective of their sexuality
Conclusion

Although the bill bans commercial surrogacy, it falls short to effectively tackle the larger social,
physical, psychological, emotional and economic issues that continue to challenge the welfare and
safety of both the surrogate mother and the child. The rights of surrogate mother and child born
must comprehensively be formulated, along with that ART must be regulated thoroughly.

Issues relating to poverty and hunger.

Why does poverty continue to remain a massive challenge in India? Examine the
various measures taken by the government to achieve Sustainable Development Goal-

1. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Insights on India

Why the question:

The question is part of the static syllabus (Revision) of General studies paper — 2 and mentioned as
part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the challenges associated with poverty and to evaluate the performance of various
measures taken to alleviate poverty.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Describe the giving statistic regarding the current status of poverty in India.

Body:

First, write about the various challenges associated with eradication of poverty in India.
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Next, giver context about SDG-1: zero poverty. Evaluate the pros and cons of the various poverty
alleviation measures in India — Swarnjayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY), National Social
Assistance Programme, Land Reforms, MGNREGA and various PDS initiatives etc.

Suggest measures to overcome the above the limitations of the above.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

According to World Bank, Poverty is pronounced deprivation in well-being, and comprises many
dimensions. It includes low incomes and the inability to acquire the basic goods and services
necessary for survival with dignity. Poverty also encompasses low levels of health and education,
poor access to clean water and sanitation, inadequate physical security, lack of voice, and
insufficient capacity and opportunity to better one’s life.

In India, 21.9% of the population lives below the national poverty line in 2011. In 2018, almost 8%
of the world’s workers and their families lived on less than US$1.90 per person per day
(international poverty line).

Body
Poverty : A massive challenge in India

e Population Explosion: India’s population has steadily increased through the years. During
the past 45 years, it has risen at a rate of 2.2% per year, which means, on average, about 17
million people are added to the country’s population each year. This also increases the
demand for consumption goods tremendously.

e Low Agricultural Productivity: A major reason for poverty in the low productivity in the
agriculture sector. The reason for low productivity is manifold. Chiefly, it is because of
fragmented and subdivided land holdings, lack of capital, illiteracy about new technologies
in farming, the use of traditional methods of cultivation, wastage during storage, etc.

¢ Inefficient Resource utilisation: There is underemployment and disguised unemployment in
the country, particularly in the farming sector. This has resulted in low agricultural output
and also led to a dip in the standard of living.

e Low Rate of Economic Development: Economic development has been low in India
especially in the first 40 years of independence before the LPG reforms in 1991.

e Price Rise: Price rise has been steady in the country and this has added to the burden the
poor carry. Although a few people have benefited from this, the lower income groups have
suffered because of it, and are not even able to satisfy their basic minimum wants.

¢ Unemployment: Unemployment is another factor causing poverty in India. The ever-
increasing population has led to a higher number of job-seekers. However, there is not
enough expansion in opportunities to match this demand for jobs.

Achievements in poverty alleviation over the years

w
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o Decline in Extreme Poverty: Extreme poverty in India was 3% points lower in 2019
compared with 2011, as poverty headcount rate declined from 22.5% in 2011 to 10.2% in
2019, with a comparatively sharper decline in rural areas.

o Slight moderation in consumption inequality since 2011, but by a margin smaller
than what is reported in the unreleased National Sample Survey -2017.

o The extent of poverty reduction during 2015-2019 is estimated to be notably lower
than earlier projections based on growth in private final consumption expenditure
reported in national account statistics.

o The World Bank defines “extreme poverty” as living on less than USD 1.90 per
person per day.

e Rural vs Urban Poverty: Poverty reduction was higher in rural areas compared with urban
India as rural poverty declined from 26.3% in 2011 to 11.6% in 2019, while in urban areas
the decline was from 14.2% to 6.3% in the corresponding period.

o Rural and urban poverty dropped by 7 and 7.9% points during 2011-2019.

o Urban poverty in India rose by 2% in 2016, coinciding with the demonetisation, and
rural poverty rose by 10% in 2019.

e Small Farmers: Smallholder farmers have experienced higher income growth. Real incomes
for farmers with the smallest landholdings have grown by 10% in annualized terms between
the two survey rounds (2013 and 2019) compared to a 2% growth for farmers with the
largest landholding.

o The growth inincomes of smallest landholders in rural areas provides more evidence
of moderation in income disparity in rural areas.

o Smallest landholders comprise a larger share of the poor population. This income
includes wages, net receipt from crop production, net receipt from farming of
animal farming and net receipt from non-farm business. Income from leasing out
land has been exempted.

Measures needed
¢ Immediate support package will need to quickly reach both the existing and new poor.

o  While existing safety net programs can be mobilized to get cash into the pockets of
some of the existing poor relatively quickly, this is not the case for the new poor.

o Infact, the new poor are likely to look different from the existing poor, particularly
in their location (mostly urban) and employment (mostly informal services,
construction, and manufacturing).

o theidentification of poor and vulnerable groups is need of the hour.

o India should consider fixing a universal basic income in the post-Covid period
through a combination of cash transfers, expansion of MGNREGA, and introduction
of an urban employment guarantee scheme

e Employment generation for the masses:
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o Alarge fiscal stimulus along with intermediate informal employment insurgency
through MGNREGA and other employment generation programmes are urgent to
rein the adverse impact of covid-19 on the welfare of the masses.

e Multilateral global institutions must support the developing nations:

o Oxfam is calling on world leaders to agree on an Emergency Rescue Package of 2.5
trillion USD paid for through the immediate cancellation or postponement of 1
trillion in debt repayments, a 1 trillion increase in IMF Special Drawing Rights
(international financial reserves), and an additional 500 billion in aid.

e An effective response in support of poor and vulnerable households will require significant
additional fiscal resources.

o Providing all the existing and new extreme poor with a cash transfer of $S1/day
(about half the value of the international extreme poverty line) for a month would
amount to $20 billion —or $665 million per day over 30 days.

o Given that impacts are likely to be felt by many non-poor households as well and
that many households are likely to need support for much longer than a month, the
sum needed for effective protection could be far higher.

e Decision-makers need timely and policy-relevant information on impacts and the
effectiveness of policy responses.

o This can be done using existing, publicly available data to monitor the unfolding
economic and social impacts of the crisis, including prices, service delivery, and
economic activity, as well as social sentiment and behaviours.

o Inaddition, governments can use mobile technology to safely gather information
from a representative sample of households or individuals.

o Phone surveys can collect information on health and employment status, food
security, coping strategies, access to basic services and safety nets and other
outcomes closely related to the risk of falling (further) into poverty.

Conclusion and wayforward

e The Global Multidimensional Poverty Index-2018 released by the UN noted that 271 million
people moved out of poverty between 2005-06 and 2015-16 in India. The poverty rate in the
country has nearly halved, falling from 55% to 28% over the ten-year period. Still a big part
of the population in india is living Below the Poverty Line.

e Rapid economic growth and the use of technology for social sector programs have helped
make a significant dent in extreme poverty in the country.

e Despite rapid growth and development, an unacceptably high proportion of our population
continues to suffer from severe and multidimensional deprivation. Thus, a more
comprehensive and inclusive approach is required to eradicate poverty in India.
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Numerous socio-economic indices are negatively and disproportionately impacted by
hunger and malnutrition. Suggest short-term and long-term solutions to address this

issue. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Insights on India

Why the question:

The question is part of the static syllabus (Revision) of General studies paper — 2 and mentioned as
part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about causes and impact of hunger and malnutrition and ways to tackle it.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving a statistic regarding Hunger and malnutrition in India.

Body:

Describe the impact of hunger and malnutrition in India — status of child mortality, stunting and
wasting in India, loss of demographic dividend, extreme poverty etc.

Next write about the causes — there are social factors like early marriage etc all of which contribute
to the undernourishment, stunting and wasting of children.

Next, write about the measures that are needed to overcome hunger and malnutrition in the country.
Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

India has 5,772,472 children below five years affected by severe wasting, the most in the world,
alerted UNICEF. It had been reported in 2017 by the National Health Survey that approximately 19
crore people in the country were compelled to sleep on an empty stomach every night.

Underweight is most common among the poor, the rural population, adults who have no education
and scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. Hence it clear that hunger and malnutrition is also a
direct consequence of socio-economic status of people in India.

Body
Malnutrition in India

e India, currently has the largest number of undernourished people in the worlde. around
195 million.

e Nearly 47 million or 4 out of 10 children in India do not meet their full human potential
because of chronic undernutrition or stunting.

e 9% of children under 5 years are stunted and 20.8% are wasted, compared to the Asia
average of 22.7% and 9.4% respectively.

e Rate of overweight and obesity continues to rise, affecting almost a fifth of the adults, at
21.6% of women and 17.8% of men.

e Inequities in food and health systems increase inequalities in nutrition outcomes that in turn
can lead to more inequity, perpetuating a vicious cycle.

Causes of hunger and malnutrition in India
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e Poverty: Poverty restricts the food choices and has been the causative factor of hunger
related deaths.

o If the persistent high prices of food items and the regional disparities in terms of
development, especially the backwardness among the hilly and tribal areas also
taken into account, the percentage of people who cannot afford balanced nutrition
will be much higher in India.

e Poor access to safe drinking water: Safe and tap drinking water is still a luxury in many parts
of rural India and urban slums/shanties. Unsafe water causes water borne diseases and
children are prone to it more than adults.

e Issues with agriculture: The change from multi to mono cropping systems limits the diversity
of agricultural products.

o Inclination towards cash crops and changing food habits result in malnutrition,
undernutrition and even micro-nutrient deficiencies.

o Local cuisine such as millets are not being consumed causing nutrient deficiencies
and anaemia.

e Food wastage: Food wastage is also an emerging challenge that undermines the efforts to
end hunger and malnutrition. According to the FAO, the global volume of food wastage is
estimated at 6 billion tonnes of primary product equivalents.

e Poor health services: The relationship between poverty and access to health care can be
seen as part of a larger cycle, where poverty leads toill health and ill health maintains
poverty.

¢ Insufficient education and training: In developing countries, children do not have access to
basic education because of inequalities that originate in sex, health and cultural identity. It
has been revealed in reports that illiteracy and lack of education are common factor that
lead to poverty and in turn hunger.

e Covid-19 impact: The momentum set by this entire nutrition movement was disturbed once
Covid lockdowns led to the shutting of schools, Anganwadi centres, Nutritional
Rehabilitation Centres.

o Further, frontline workers had to be engaged in Covid-related work that took
precedence over their daily duties, which entailed identifying, referring and
monitoring children suffering from severe acute malnutrition and moderate acute
malnutrition among other nutrition-strengthening activities.

e States tried to cope to the best of their abilities by replacing hot-cooked meals with dry
ration or cash transfers.

e Moreover, indirect forces triggered by the pandemic such as disruption in food systems,
dried-up income sources, job losses and consequent financial hardships also mean that
access to nutrient-rich food might have reduced among economically vulnerable people.

Measures needed to tackle hunger
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e  Agriculture-Nutrition linkage schemes have the potential for greater impact in dealing with
malnutrition and thus, needs greater emphasis.

o Recognising the importance of this link, the Ministry for Women and Child
Development launched the Bharatiya Poshan Krishi Kosh in 2019.

o Thereis a need to promote schemes directed to nutrition-agriculture link activities
in rural areas. However, implementation remains the key.

e Early fund disbursement: The government needs to ensure early disbursement of funds and
optimum utilisation of funds in schemes linked to nutrition.

¢ Underutilisation of Resources: It has been pointed out many a times that expenditure made
under many nutrition-based schemes is considerably lower than what was allocated under
them. Thus, emphasis needs to be on implementation.

e Convergence with other Schemes: Nutrition goes beyond just food, with economic, health,
water, sanitation, gender perspectives and social norms contributing to better nutrition. This
is why the proper implementation of other schemes can also contribute to better nutrition.

o The convergence of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Jal Jeevan Mission with schemes
pertaining to nutrition, will bring holistic changes to India’s nutrition scenario.

¢ Mid-Day Meal Scheme: The Mid-Day Meal Scheme aims to enhance the nutrition of school
children by providing a balanced diet in schools.

o By including milk and eggs in each states’ menu, preparing a menu based on climatic
conditions, local foods etc. can help in providing the right nutrition to children in
different States.

Conclusion

Welfare measures must continue to reach the most vulnerable population and children and mothers
must be at the centre of the focus to target hunger and malnutrition. Achieving zero hunger
requires agriculture and food systems to become more efficient, sustainable, climate-smart

and nutrition—sensitive. It is important to look at the future of food production to achieve the zero-
hunger goal. Human resource capacity building is the key as is access to education and health
services and empowering the poor through partnerships.

Value Addition
Government welfare measures

e Eat Right India: An outreach activity organised by the Food Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) for citizens to nudge them towards eating right.

e  Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana: A centrally sponsored scheme executed by the
Ministry of Women and Child Development, is a maternity benefit programme being
implemented in all districts of the country with effect from 1st January, 2017.

e Food Fortification: Food Fortification or Food Enrichment is the addition of key vitamins and
minerals such as iron, iodine, zinc, Vitamin A & D to staple foods such as rice, milk and salt to
improve their nutritional content.
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e National Food Security Act, 2013: It legally entitled up to 75% of the rural population and
50% of the urban population to receive subsidized food grains under the Targeted Public
Distribution System.

e Mission Indradhanush: It targets children under 2 years of age and pregnant women for
immunization against 12 Vaccine-Preventable Diseases (VPD).

e Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Scheme: Launched on 2nd October, 1975, the
ICDS Scheme offers a package of six services to children in the age group of 0-6 years,
pregnant women and lactating mothers.

o Supplementary Nutrition,

o Pre-school non-formal education,
o Nutrition & health education,

o Immunization,

o Health check-up and

o Referral services.

e POSHAN Abhiyaan: Also called National Nutrition Mission, was launched by the government
on the occasion of the International Women’s Day on 8th March, 2018.

e The Abhiyaan targets to reduce Stunting, undernutrition, Anaemia (among young children,
women and adolescent girls) and reduce low birth weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% per annum
respectively.

e |talso targets to bring down stunting among children in the age group 0-6 years from 4% to
25% by 2022.

The National Food Security Act (NFSA) with the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna
Yojana (PMGKAY) add-on during the pandemic is a star achievement of our 75 years of

independence. Elaborate. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Live Mint, Insights on India

Why the question:

At a time when central banks all over the world are into a round robin of interest rates hikes, in a
context of impending recession in several major world economies, an unending war, and uncertainty
about energy availability and pricing going into the northern hemisphere winter, the only cheering
news was India’s further extension for three months upto the end of December 2022 of free food
under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY).

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the achievements of NFSA and the PMGKAY.

Directive word:

Elaborate — Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:
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Begin by writing about the aims and the objectives of NFSA and PMGKAY.

Body:

First, in brief, write about the major features of NFSA and PMGKAY.

Next, write about the achievements of NFSA and PMGKAY since its inception. Cite statistics to
substantiate. Highlight the role of PMGKAY in the pandemic times.

Next, write a few limitations of NFSA and PMGKAY and suggest ways to improve it.
Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

India has been celebrating the Azadi Amrit Mahotsav for some weeks, with listings of the several
milestones that stand out over the last 75 years of Independent India. The biggest of them all was
the Food Security Act, which encoded in law the right to defined amounts of subsidized food for
75% of the rural population and 50% of the urban population. The magnitude of this food
guarantee in a country the size of India became possible only because it cohered with a long-
standing price support incentive to farmers to grow our major foodgrain cereals, rice and wheat.

Body
Background
NFSA : National Food Security Act
e 5Kgs of foodgrains per person per month at Rs. 3/2/1 per Kg for rice/wheat/coarse grains.

e The existing AAY household will continue to receive 35 Kgs of foodgrains per household per
month.

¢ Meal and maternity benefit of not less than Rs. 6,000 to pregnant women and lactating
mothers during pregnancy and six months after the child birth.

e Meals for children upto 14 years of age.

e Food security allowance to beneficiaries in case of non-supply of entitled foodgrains or
meals.

e Setting up of grievance redressal mechanisms at the district and state level
PMGKAY

e PMGKAY is a part of the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package (PMGKP) to help the poor
fight the battle against Covid-19.

e The scheme aimed at providing each person who is covered under the National Food
Security Act 2013 with an additional 5 kg grains (wheat or rice) for free, in addition to the 5
kg of subsidised foodgrain already provided through the Public Distribution System (PDS).

e It was initially announced for a three-month period (April, May and June 2020), covering 80
crore ration cardholders. Later it was extended till September 2022.

e Its nodal Ministry is the Ministry of Finance.
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e The benefit of the free ration can be availed through portability by any migrant labour or
beneficiary under the One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) plan from nearly 5 lakh ration
shops across the country.

Achievements of NFSA and PMGKAY
e It was the first step by the government when pandemic affected India.
e The scheme reached its targeted population feeding almost 80Cr people.

e |t has proven to be more of a safety net to migrant people who had job and livelihood
losses.

e This has also ensured nutrition security to children of the migrant workers.

Limitations of NFSA and PMGKAY

e Expensive: It's very expensive for the government to sustain and increases the need for an
abundant supply of cheap grains. In 2022, India has had to restrict exports of wheat and rice
after erratic weather hurt harvest, adding to pressure on food prices, and rattling global
agricultural markets.

¢ Increase Fiscal Deficit: It could pose a risk to the government’s target to further narrow the
fiscal deficit to 6.4% of gross domestic product.

¢ Inflation: The decision on the program could also affect inflation. The prices of rice and
wheat, which make up about 10% of India’s retail inflation, are seeing an uptick due to lower
production amid a heatwave and patchy monsoon.

Conclusion and way forward

e There should be an all-encompassing database for migrant workers and their family. This
should accurately capture the data on migration.

e The One Nation One Ration Card should be implemented in true spirit by all the states.

e Along with food security, there should be a sustainable income support through schemes
like MGNREGS accompanied by free vaccines in nearest future.

e The leakages in PDS should be minimized through modernize PDS.

e Toavoid leakages, there should be food-token system.

What ate the causes for urban poverty in India? Discuss the measures that can be

taken in order to end urban poverty in the country. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate
Reference: Live Mint, Insights on India
Why the question:

w
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India lifted about 415 million people out of multidimensional poverty between 2005-06 and 2019-21,
according to the Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI), an initiative of UNDP and Oxford Poverty and
Human Development Initiative.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about causes of urban poverty and steps that are needed in order to end it.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving statistic about the numbers of urban poor in India

Body:

First, mention the various causes of poverty in Urban areas and how it is much more severe than the
rural areas.

Next, write about the measures that are needed in order to end urban poverty — minimum wages,
social security, food and nutritional security and rehabilitation and resettlement, Housing etc.
Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

Urban poverty in India is over 25 percent; close to 81 million people in urban areas live below the
poverty line. Over the years, due to high migration, the poverty in the country is transiting largely
from rural to urban. To make rapid economic progress, India needs to improve the well-being of the
workforce that migrates to cities in the hope of a better life.

Body
Causes for urban poverty
e High vulnerability

= |ndian cities are vulnerable to multiple disasters like urban floods, urban heat islands, air
pollution, inaccessibility of potable water etc.

Proliferation of slums

* |and to people ratio in cities has been exacerbated.

= thereis lack of hygienic and sanitation in slums

Non-inclusive development

= Urban poor are not receiving the benefits of the development —rich are getting richer with
development while poor are getting poorer.

= |ndiais quite far behind in inclusivity index.

Development at the cost of poor

= The peri-urban areas where tribes live are being occupied for establishments of industries
without proper compensation and rehabilitation.

Implications

e
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=  People living in slum areas are also prone to suffer from waterborne diseases such as typhoid
and cholera.

=  Women and children living in slums are prone to become victims of social evils like prostitution,
beggary and child trafficking.

= Hunger, malnourishment, lack of quality education, high infant mortality, child marriage, child
labour are some of the social problems prevalent for urban poor.

Concerns / Challenges

= Urban commons like lake, urban forests, green areas in Cities are adversely affected due to the
need for development.

= As per asurvey people in mega cities spend more time in office than home. Family life has been
affected adversely.

=  Municipal bodies have lost revenues after the introduction of GST as entry tax and octroi are no
longer with them.

=  While anincrease in property tax is an option, this alone will not suffice.
=  Stamp duty is a big revenue source in urban areas but it’s not directly available to local bodies.

= Contrary to B R Ambedkar’s hope that urbanisation will break caste hierarchies, our large cities
are among the most segregated.

Conclusion & Way Forward

= The focus on urban employment generation programmes should be in coordination with local
governments.

= A major local initiative would be to design and implement employment-intensive investment
policies.

= There is a need to prioritise urban infrastructure.

= A labour-intensive approach to building municipal infrastructure can be a cost-effective
alternative to capital intensive-approach as wage rates are low.

= |nfrastructure investments would spur employment, generate earnings and contribute to small
enterprise formation.

= Construction of low-cost housing can be carried out using labour-intensive methods, while
yielding substantial benefits for urban dwellers.

= There is need for an urban employment scheme oriented toward building large-scale medical,
health and sanitation infrastructure in cities and towns across India.

= Skilling, upskilling, and re-skilling opportunities must be readily available for poor households in
ways that enable them to combine work with skill upgradation.

=  Focusing on rural development and to enhance services like education, health, electricity and
water and sanitation services are effective means to control rural to urban migration.
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Do you think there is need for a central anti-superstition law in order to deal strictly
with crimes associated with superstition, occult practices and black magic? (250

words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

The brutal murders of two women as part of “ritualistic human sacrifices” in Pathanamthitta district
of Kerala have left the country in shock. And in the absence of a comprehensive law to counter such
inhuman acts, the call for a strict anti-superstition law has only grown louder.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the need for an anti-superstition law across the country.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving the statistic related to crimes due to superstitious practise.

Body:

First, write about the prevalence of superstition, occult practices and black magic in the Indian
society and how it impacts the society in the absence of an anti-superstition law.

In the next part, write about the various measures taken by state governments like Maharashtra and
Karnataka to deal with the same and how a central law can be effective curbing superstitious beliefs
effectively.

Next, write about the impediments to enactment of such a law.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

Superstition is a kind of blind belief in supernatural powers that don’t have any scientific
explanations behind that. Superstitions in India are a serious problem. Superstitions in India are not
a fresh introduction. It has been prevalent for decades. The brutal murders of two women as part
of “ritualistic human sacrifices” in Pathanamthitta district of Kerala have left the country in shock.

Body
Current measures against superstition
e Section 295A of the Indian Penal Code:

* [tcriminalizes “deliberate and malicious acts intended to outrage religious feelings of
any class by insulting its religion or religious beliefs”.

e Article 51 A (h) of the Constitution of India:

» |t lists “to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform”
as a fundamental duty for every Indian citizen.

e Article 25:

* [t guarantees freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of
religion.

e Article 21:

* |t guarantees protection of life and personal liberty. No person shall be deprived of his
life or personal liberty except according to procedure established by law.
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Need for a central anti superstition law

¢ InIndia many people link religion with superstitions. Many believe age old beliefs as the truth
without necessary rational outlook.

e When some scientists and well educated person believes in superstitions it gives legitimacy to
the people to follow it.

e Also In India still many are uneducated. The development and fostering of scientific temper is
neglected entirely in Indian education system where reasoning is put behind.

e Moreover people tend to look for godmen to get their problems solved especially in rural areas
where adequate public health infrastructure is unavailable.

¢ Sometimes people who are facing problems and have personal issues etc are superstitious as
they want faster resolutions.

e Even hard-core cynics can occasionally fall prey to superstitions like, if the stakes are high and
the effort implemented is low, many rational people say they don’t believe, but they also don’t
want to take a chance.

e People prefer to take the safer route believing in superstitions in order to avoid any adversity,
harm or injury. This is the reason why most superstitions are associated with fear of some harm
that may strike the person if he or she does or fails to do a particular thing.

e The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), which maintains data on crimes in the country,
provides data for deaths due to witchcraft and human sacrifices.

e As perthe 2021 report, six deaths were linked to human sacrifices, while witchcraft was the
motive for 68 killings. The maximum number of witchcraft cases were reported from
Chhattisgarh (20), followed by Madhya Pradesh (18) and Telangana (11). Kerala saw two cases of
human sacrifice.

e In 2020, India saw 88 deaths due to witchcraft and 11 died as part of ‘human sacrifices’, as per
the NCRB report.

e The cognizance of human sacrifice is in the Indian Penal Code (IPC) only after the murder is
committed.

e The present IPC is not equipped to take care of all crimes committed on account of black magic
and other superstitious practices.

e Thus, legislation has the capacity to act as a deterrent.
Conclusion & Way forward

e Secular temptations and anxieties of money and power in the modern world explain better
perhaps the rise in need-based rituals for placating deities than inner tendencies within religion.

e lacking access to proper health care and poverty will also make victims fall to such methods.

e If the executive is serious about curbing such practices, active implementation and enforcement
of existing laws need to be made more effective. Studies in criminology have already established

]
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that certainty of punishment curbs the rate of crime and not the type or the quantum of
punishment.

e The enforcement machinery needs a major overhaul to make criminal justice more accessible.
e Moral resources for replacing unacceptable practices are explored within tradition.
e Inhuman practices in the name of religion in the country are a cause of worry.

e In Maharashtra, there were several cases where people murdered or brutally injured others and
held them responsible for some deaths in their families, merely on suspicion.

e So, alaw to prevent exploitation in the name of religion is necessary.

The current challenge is to develop technologies that adequately deliver the food and
nutritional needs of the country while also addressing climate change imperatives.
Analyse. (250 words).

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Hindu, The Hindu

Why the question:

For the second time in two years, the Ministry of Women and Child Development on Saturday
rejected the Global Hunger Index (GHI) that ranked India 107 among 121 countries.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about addressing hunger and nutritional needs of the country while tackling climate change.
Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by citing the present status of hunger and malnutrition in the country.

Body:

First, write about the major causes behind hunger and malnutrition in the country as India tries to
manage that with combating climate change.

Next, suggest ways to overcome the above challenges and ensure food and nutritional security while
tackling climate change related issues.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

India has been ranked 107 out of 121 countries (under the “serious category”) on the Global Hunger
Index released by Concern Worldwide and Welthungerhilfe. For the second time in two years,

the Ministry of Women and Child Development rejected the Global Hunger Index (GHI). India, with
one-sixth of humanity, will have to play a critical role to achieve the SDG target of zero hunger. India
was accorded a score of 29.1 out of 100 (with O representing no hunger), placing it behind Sri Lanka
(66), Myanmar (71), Nepal (81) and Bangladesh (84). It referred to the index as “an erroneous
measure of hunger”.

Nutrition and agricultural production are not only impacted by climate change but also linked to
environmental sustainability. The degradation of soil by the excessive use of chemicals, non-
judicious water use, and declining nutritional value of food products need urgent attention.
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Body
Present Status
e India shares a quarter of the global hunger burden.

e Four out of 10 children in India are not meeting their full human potential because of
chronic undernutrition or stunting.

o NFHS-5 shows many states have not fared well on nutrition indicators.

e India’s food system faces negative consequences of the Green Revolution technologies.
Concerns / Challenges in Indian Agriculture

o Adequate food production is fundamental to attaining the goal of zero hunger.

¢ India has had an inspiring journey towards better production and achieving self-sufficiency
and is now one of the largest agricultural product exporters in the world.

e During 2021-22, the country recorded $49.6 billion in total agriculture exports — a 20%
increase from 2020-21.

e However, recent climate shocks have raised concerns about India’s wheat and rice
production over the next year.

e Given climate shocks and extreme weather phenomena, it is important to place a greater
focus on climate adaptation and resilience building.

e While Indian agriculture is getting adversely impacted by climate change, it also is a
significant contributor to GHG emissions.

e Agriculture sector contributes 14% of the total emissions.

e Crop-residue burning has become a huge problem in parts of the country.

e This is mainly propelled by monoculture and ecologically unsustainable farm practices.
e Excessive use of chemical pesticides and fertilisers pollutes the environment.

e According to FAO estimates, 40% of the food produced in India is either lost or wasted in
every stage of supply chain from harvesting, processing, packaging, and transporting to the
end stage of consumption.

Addressing the threats of climate change

e Crop diversification to climate-resilient and yet remunerative, especially in those areas
where the existing practices are ecologically unsustainable.

e Incentivising farmers during the transition along with a robust value chain can facilitate the
diversification process.

e Climate-smart interventions like conservation agriculture, organic farming and agro-
ecological approaches can address the environmental concerns while ensuring food security
and nutrition.

e
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e Soil management practices include o zero-tillage or no-till farming, o crop rotation, o in-situ
crop harvest residue management/mulching, etc.

e The natural farming practices can effectively bring synergy towards ecosystem services and
biodiversity conservation.

e Use of botanical pesticides, green-manuring, biological pest control, etc. are nature-friendly
and such practices lead to eco-conservation.

Way forward

¢ Modifying consumer behaviour forms an essential ingredient to transform Indian food
systems.

e Breeding of staple crops that are rich in essential micronutrients like Iron, Zinc, etc., should
be a top priority for the agriculture research system.

e The government must ramp up its investments in agri research and innovation.

e POSHAN Abhiyaan, India’s national nutrition mission, can play an effective role in addressing
the issues of persistent malnutrition by bringing all relevant ministries and stakeholders
together.

¢ Winning the fight against food loss and waste can save India $61 billion in 2050 through
increased industry profitability and reduced food insecurity, as well as reduced GHG
emissions, water usage, and environmental degradation.

e The linear model of “take, make, dispose” is not economically or ecologically sustainable.

e Shifting towards a circular economy can enable India progress towards the SDGs including
halving food waste by 2030 and improving resource efficiency.

e Circular model can reduce food waste and enable a shift towards zero hunger.

e Through circular economy principles, India can transform the way the economy uses
resources through reusing, recycling, redistributing food.

e IfIndiais to meet the Zero Hunger SDG meaningfully, it has to shed climate-harming agri-
policies.

e Thus there is a need for transformation towards sustainable, nutritious and resilient food
systems to achieve the goal of zero hunger.

Despite the giant strides made at poverty alleviation, the task of ending poverty

remains daunting for India. Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu, Insights on India

Why the question:

As many as 41.5 crore people exited poverty in India during the 15-year period between 2005-06 and
2019-21, out of which two-thirds exited in the first 10 years, and one-third in the next five years,
according to the global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) released on Monday.

Key Demand of the question:
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To write about the challenges associated with poverty and to evaluate the performance of various
measures taken to alleviate poverty.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Describe the giving statistic regarding the current status of poverty in India.

Body:

First, write about the various challenges associated with eradication of poverty in India and the
progress made so far as mentioned in the above report.

Next, evaluate the pros and cons of the various poverty alleviation measures in India — Swarnjayanti
Gram Swarozgar Yojana (SGSY), National Social Assistance Programme, Land Reforms, MGNREGA
and various PDS initiatives etc.

Suggest measures to overcome the above the limitations of the above.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

According to World Bank, Poverty is pronounced deprivation in well-being, and comprises many
dimensions. It includes low incomes and the inability to acquire the basic goods and services
necessary for survival with dignity. Poverty also encompasses low levels of health and education,
poor access to clean water and sanitation, inadequate physical security, lack of voice, and
insufficient capacity and opportunity to better one’s life.

In India, 21.9% of the population lives below the national poverty line in 2011. In 2018, almost 8%
of the world’s workers and their families lived on less than US$1.90 per person per day
(international poverty line).

Body
Poverty : A massive challenge in India

e Population Explosion:India’s population has steadily increased through the years. During the
past 45 years, it has risen at a rate of 2.2% per year, which means, on average, about 17
million people are added to the country’s population each year. This also increases the
demand for consumption goods tremendously.

e Low Agricultural Productivity:A major reason for poverty in the low productivity in the
agriculture sector. The reason for low productivity is manifold. Chiefly, it is because of
fragmented and subdivided land holdings, lack of capital, illiteracy about new technologies
in farming, the use of traditional methods of cultivation, wastage during storage, etc.

¢ Inefficient Resource utilisation:There is underemployment and disguised unemployment in
the country, particularly in the farming sector. This has resulted in low agricultural output
and also led to a dip in the standard of living.

e Low Rate of Economic Development:Economic development has been low in India
especially in the first 40 years of independence before the LPG reforms in 1991.

e
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e Price Rise:Price rise has been steady in the country and this has added to the burden the
poor carry. Although a few people have benefited from this, the lower income groups have
suffered because of it, and are not even able to satisfy their basic minimum wants.

¢ Unemployment:Unemployment is another factor causing poverty in India. The ever-
increasing population has led to a higher number of job-seekers. However, there is not
enough expansion in opportunities to match this demand for jobs.

Achievements in poverty alleviation over the years

e Decline in Extreme Poverty:Extreme poverty in India was 3% points lower in 2019
compared with 2011, as poverty headcount rate declined from 22.5% in 2011 to 10.2% in
2019, with a comparatively sharper decline in rural areas.

o Slight moderation in consumption inequality since 2011, but by a margin smaller
than what is reported in the unreleased National Sample Survey -2017.

o The extent of poverty reduction during 2015-2019 is estimated to be notably lower
than earlier projections based on growth in private final consumption expenditure
reported in national account statistics.

o The World Bank defines “extreme poverty” as living on less than USD 1.90 per
person per day.

e Rural vs Urban Poverty:Poverty reduction was higher in rural areas compared with urban
India as rural poverty declined from 26.3% in 2011 to 11.6% in 2019, while in urban areas
the decline was from 14.2% to 6.3% in the corresponding period.

o Rural and urban poverty dropped by 7 and 7.9% points during 2011-2019.

o Urban poverty in India rose by 2% in 2016, coinciding with the demonetisation, and
rural poverty rose by 10% in 2019.

e Small Farmers:Smallholder farmers have experienced higher income growth. Real incomes
for farmers with the smallest landholdings have grown by 10% in annualized terms between
the two survey rounds (2013 and 2019) compared to a 2% growth for farmers with the
largest landholding.

o The growth in incomes of smallest landholders in rural areas provides more evidence
of moderation in income disparity in rural areas.

o Smallest landholders comprise a larger share of the poor population.This income
includes wages, net receipt from crop production, net receipt from farming of
animal farming and net receipt from non-farm business. Income from leasing out
land has been exempted.

Measures needed
¢ Immediate support package will need to quickly reach both the existing and new poor.

o While existing safety net programs can be mobilized to get cash into the pockets of
some of the existing poor relatively quickly, this is not the case for the new poor.
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o Infact, the new poor are likely to look different from the existing poor, particularly
in their location (mostly urban) and employment (mostly informal services,
construction, and manufacturing).

o theidentification of poor and vulnerable groups is need of the hour.

o India should consider fixing a universal basic income in the post-Covid period
through a combination of cash transfers, expansion of MGNREGA, and introduction
of an urban employment guarantee scheme

¢ Employment generation for the masses:

o Alarge fiscal stimulus along with intermediate informal employment insurgency
through MGNREGA and other employment generation programmes are urgent to
rein the adverse impact of covid-19 on the welfare of the masses.

e Multilateral global institutions must support the developing nations:

o Oxfamis calling on world leaders to agree on an Emergency Rescue Package of 2.5
trillion USD paid for through the immediate cancellation or postponement of 1
trillion in debt repayments, a 1 trillion increase in IMF Special Drawing Rights
(international financial reserves), and an additional 500 billion in aid.

¢ An effective response in support of poor and vulnerable households will require significant
additional fiscal resources.

o Providing all the existing and new extreme poor with a cash transfer of $1/day
(about half the value of the international extreme poverty line) for a month would
amount to $20 billion —or $665 million per day over 30 days.

o Given that impacts are likely to be felt by many non-poor households as well and
that many households are likely to need support for much longer than a month, the
sum needed for effective protection could be far higher.

e Decision-makers need timely and policy-relevant information on impacts and the
effectiveness of policy responses.

o This can be done using existing, publicly available data to monitor the unfolding
economic and social impacts of the crisis, including prices, service delivery, and
economic activity, as well as social sentiment and behaviours.

o Inaddition, governments can use mobile technology to safely gather information
from a representative sample of households or individuals.

o Phone surveys can collect information on health and employment status, food
security, coping strategies, access to basic services and safety nets and other
outcomes closely related to the risk of falling (further) into poverty.

Conclusion and way forward

e The Global Multidimensional Poverty Index-2018released by the UN noted that 271 million
people moved out of poverty between 2005-06 and 2015-16 in India. The poverty rate in the
country has nearly halved, falling from 55% to 28% over the ten-year period. Still a big part
of the population in India is living Below the Poverty Line.
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e Rapid economic growth and the use of technology for social sector programs have helped
make a significant dent in extreme poverty in the country.

e Despite rapid growth and development, an unacceptably high proportion of our population
continues to suffer from severe and multidimensional deprivation. Thus, a more
comprehensive and inclusive approach is required to eradicate poverty in India.

The country is characterised by the coexistence of agricultural bounty and widespread
hunger and malnutrition. Examine the reasons for the same and its impact on various

socio-economic indicators. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India.

Why the question:

The sensational use of the word hunger is abhorrent given the facts. But there is no denying that in
India, nutrition, particularly child nutrition, continues to be problematic. Unlike the GHI, the National
Family Health Survey (NFHS) does a good job of providing comparative state-level data including the
main pointers that determine health and nutrition

Key Demand of the question:

To write about causes of hunger and malnutrition despite agricultural surplus and impact and ways
to tackle it.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving a statistic regarding Hunger and malnutrition in India.

Body:

First, write about the causes of hunger and malnutrition despite agricultural surplus- inequalities,
poverty, there are social factors like early marriage etc all of which contribute to the
undernourishment, stunting and wasting of children.

Next, describe the impact of hunger and malnutrition in India — status of child mortality, stunting and
wasting in India, loss of demographic dividend, extreme poverty etc.

Next, write about the measures that are needed to overcome hunger and malnutrition in the country.
Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

India has 5,772,472 children below five years affected by severe wasting, the most in the world,
alerted UNICEF. It had been reported in 2017 by the National Health Survey that approximately 19
crore people in the country were compelled to sleep on an empty stomach every night.

Underweight is most common among the poor, the rural population, adults who have no education
and scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. Hence it clear that hunger and malnutrition is also a
direct consequence of socio-economic status of people in India.

Body

Malnutrition in India
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e India, currently has the largest number of undernourished people in the worlde. around
195 million.

e Nearly 47 million or 4 out of 10 children in India do not meet their full human potential
because of chronic undernutrition or stunting.

e 9% of children under 5 years are stunted and 20.8% are wasted, compared to the Asia
average of 22.7% and 9.4% respectively.

e Rate of overweight and obesity continues to rise, affecting almost a fifth of the adults, at
21.6% of women and 17.8% of men.

e Inequities in food and health systems increase inequalities in nutrition outcomes that in turn
can lead to more inequity, perpetuating a vicious cycle.

Causes of hunger and malnutrition in India

e Poverty: Poverty restricts the food choices and has been the causative factor of hunger
related deaths.

o If the persistent high prices of food items and the regional disparities in terms of
development, especially the backwardness among the hilly and tribal areas also
taken into account, the percentage of people who cannot afford balanced nutrition
will be much higher in India.

e Poor access to safe drinking water: Safe and tap drinking water is still a luxury in many parts
of rural India and urban slums/shanties. Unsafe water causes water borne diseases and
children are prone to it more than adults.

e Issues with agriculture: The change from multi to mono cropping systems limits the diversity
of agricultural products.

o Inclination towards cash crops and changing food habits result in malnutrition,
undernutrition and even micro-nutrient deficiencies.

o Local cuisine such as millets are not being consumed causing nutrient deficiencies
and anaemia.

e Food wastage: Food wastage is also an emerging challenge that undermines the efforts to
end hunger and malnutrition. According to the FAO, the global volume of food wastage is
estimated at 6 billion tonnes of primary product equivalents.

e Poor health services: The relationship between poverty and access to health care can be
seen as part of a larger cycle, where poverty leads to ill health and ill health maintains
poverty.

e Insufficient education and training: In developing countries, children do not have access to
basic education because of inequalities that originate in sex, health and cultural identity. It
has been revealed in reports that illiteracy and lack of education are common factor that
lead to poverty and in turn hunger.

e Covid-19 impact: The momentum set by this entire nutrition movement was disturbed once
Covid lockdowns led to the shutting of schools, Anganwadi centres, Nutritional
Rehabilitation Centres.
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o Further, frontline workers had to be engaged in Covid-related work that took
precedence over their daily duties, which entailed identifying, referring and
monitoring children suffering from severe acute malnutrition and moderate acute
malnutrition among other nutrition-strengthening activities.

e States tried to cope to the best of their abilities by replacing hot-cooked meals with dry
ration or cash transfers.

e Moreover, indirect forces triggered by the pandemic such as disruption in food systems,
dried-up income sources, job losses and consequent financial hardships also mean that
access to nutrient-rich food might have reduced among economically vulnerable people.

Measures needed to tackle hunger

e Agriculture-Nutrition linkage schemes have the potential for greater impact in dealing with
malnutrition and thus, needs greater emphasis.

o Recognising the importance of this link, the Ministry for Women and Child
Development launched the Bharatiya Poshan Krishi Kosh in 2019.

o Thereis a need to promote schemes directed to nutrition-agriculture link activities
in rural areas. However, implementation remains the key.

e Early fund disbursement: The government needs to ensure early disbursement of funds and
optimum utilisation of funds in schemes linked to nutrition.

e Underutilisation of Resources: It has been pointed out many a times that expenditure made
under many nutrition-based schemes is considerably lower than what was allocated under
them. Thus, emphasis needs to be on implementation.

e Convergence with other Schemes: Nutrition goes beyond just food, with economic, health,
water, sanitation, gender perspectives and social norms contributing to better nutrition. This
is why the proper implementation of other schemes can also contribute to better nutrition.

o The convergence of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Jal Jeevan Mission with schemes
pertaining to nutrition, will bring holistic changes to India’s nutrition scenario.

e Mid-Day Meal Scheme: The Mid-Day Meal Scheme aims to enhance the nutrition of school
children by providing a balanced diet in schools.

o By including milk and eggs in each states’ menu, preparing a menu based on climatic
conditions, local foods etc. can help in providing the right nutrition to children in
different States.

Conclusion

Welfare measures must continue to reach the most vulnerable population and children and mothers
must be at the centre of the focus to target hunger and malnutrition. Achieving zero hunger
requires agriculture and food systems to become more efficient, sustainable, climate-smart

and nutrition—sensitive. It is important to look at the future of food production to achieve the zero-
hunger goal. Human resource capacity building is the key as is access to education and health
services and empowering the poor through partnerships.

Value Addition

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 86



https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS ‘,

Government welfare measures

e Eat Right India: An outreach activity organised by the Food Safety and Standards Authority
of India (FSSAI) for citizens to nudge them towards eating right.

e Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana: A centrally sponsored scheme executed by the
Ministry of Women and Child Development, is a maternity benefit programme being
implemented in all districts of the country with effect from 1st January, 2017.

e Food Fortification: Food Fortification or Food Enrichment is the addition of key vitamins and
minerals such as iron, iodine, zinc, Vitamin A & D to staple foods such as rice, milk and salt to
improve their nutritional content.

e National Food Security Act, 2013: It legally entitled up to 75% of the rural population and
50% of the urban population to receive subsidized food grains under the Targeted Public
Distribution System.

e Mission Indradhanush: It targets children under 2 years of age and pregnant women for
immunization against 12 Vaccine-Preventable Diseases (VPD).

e Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Scheme: Launched on 2nd October, 1975, the
ICDS Scheme offers a package of six services to children in the age group of 0-6 years,
pregnant women and lactating mothers.

o Supplementary Nutrition,

o Pre-school non-formal education,
o Nutrition & health education,

o Immunization,

o Health check-up and

o Referral services.

e POSHAN Abhiyaan: Also called National Nutrition Mission, was launched by the government
on the occasion of the International Women’s Day on 8th March, 2018.

e The Abhiyaan targets to reduce Stunting, undernutrition, Anaemia (among young children,
women and adolescent girls) and reduce low birth weight by 2%, 2%, 3% and 2% per annum
respectively.

e [talso targets to bring down stunting among children in the age group 0-6 years from 4% to
25% by 2022,

In the ongoing conflict between the military junta and the resistance in Myanmar, the
U.N is pre-occupied with Ukraine, the ASEAN has been ineffectual, and India is
treading a fine line. Russia and China have rushed in. Critically examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: Indian Express
Why the question:
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ASEAN foreign ministers were meeting in Jakarta on Thursday to discuss their options in Myanmar,
where the military is using increasingly violent methods to suppress the armed resistance against its
February 2021 takeover.

Directive word:

Critically examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question.
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the
topic and give a fair judgment.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin giving context regarding Indo-Myanmar relations.

Body:

In the first part, mention about the importance of Myanmar to India’s Act East Policy.

Next, write the various options to ensure the return of democracy in Myanmar. Using U.N and
ASEAN, Bilateral diplomacy etc. Throw light on the role of Russia and China.

Next, write about the other measures of outreach that must be explored by India for a successful Act
east policy.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

Myanmar (formerly called Burma) military grabbed power in a coup, third time in the nation’s
history since its independence from British rule in 1948. Military (also called Junta and Tatmadaw)
has alleged that the general elections held in November 2020 were full of irregularities and that
therefore, the results are not valid. This marked the end of Myanmar’s short-lived experience with
democracy which began in 2011, when military implemented parliamentary elections and other
reforms.

Twenty months on, the junta has not been able to establish full control over the country. Many of
Myanmar’s ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) have joined armed civilian groups called People’s
Defence Force (PDF), which are allied to the self-declared National Unity Government (NUG) in exile.

Body
Geo-strategic significance of Myanmar for India

e Geopolitical interests: Myanmar sits at the intersection of India’s ‘Neighbourhood First’
and ‘Act East’ policies, and therefore is an essential element in India’s practice of regional
diplomacy in the Indo-Pacific, and serves as a land bridge to connect South Asia and
Southeast Asia.

e Strategic location: It serves as a buffer between India and China. Myanmar has coastal
access to the Bay of Bengal. It connects Bangladesh, China and the restive North-eastern
states of India. It is also close to India’s Nicobar archipelago.

e National security: Myanmar-China border has become the epicentre of local armed
separatist groups operating on Myanmar soil, and Indian groups, ranging from ULFA in
Assam to the NSCN (IM) in Nagaland.

e Economicinterests: India has interests in natural resources of Myanmar and also developing
certain projects like India—Myanmar—Thailand trilateral highway and Kaladan multi-modal
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project which is to link India’s landlocked north-eastern States to the Myanmar Port of
Sittwe, located in the Bay of Bengal. Instability in Myanmar will be a roadblock to these
ambitions.

e Countering China: A weakened Myanmar falling into the clutches of China as a satellite state
will pressurize India to do Beijing’s bidding in regional affairs.

Approach to be taken by India

e India faces the most challenging dilemma on how to respond to the military coup in
Myanmar. India supports the process of democratic transition in Myanmar.

e Though India has expressed deep concern over recent developments in Myanmar, cutting
off from the Myanmar military is not a viable option as India has significant economic and
strategic interests in Myanmar and its neighbourhood.

e The dual power centres of the military and the civilian government that existed in Naypyitaw
until recently, suited India.

e While India’s national interests clearly lie in dealing with whoever is in power in
Myanmar, India would find it difficult to openly support the junta given the strong western
and American stance.

e Onthe other hand, it can ill-afford to offend the junta by actively seeking a restoration of
democracy there.

e India should continue to engage with the present regime in Myanmar working towards
mutual development of people of both the countries while it should support sharing
experiences in constitutionalism and federalism to assist Myanmar in resolving the
prevailing stalemate.

Conclusion

India is left with very few clear policy options. And yet, it must continue to maintain relations with
the government in power in Myanmar while discreetly pushing for political reconciliation in the
country. In the meantime, the focus must be on improving trade, connectivity, and security links
between the two sides.

Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-
governance- applications, models, successes, limitations, and potential; citizens
charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures.
Corporate social responsibility (CSR) though may have increased in terms spending
but there remain many issues which restrict it from achieving its full potential. Suggest

measures to ensure CSR funds are impactful across the country. (250 words)
Difficulty: Moderate
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Reference: The Hindu, Insights on India

Why the question:

Ever since the establishment of the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) regime in India under
Section 135 of the Companies Act 2013, CSR spending in India has risen from 10,065 crore in 2014-
15 to 24,865 crore in 2020-21. But there is no data to verify whether this increase is commensurate
with the increase in profits of Indian and foreign (having a registered arm in India) companies.

Key Demand of the question:

To wrote about the issues with CSR and steps needed to make it more effective.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by defining CSR and its evolution in India.

Body:

First, write about the various aims and objectives behind CSR in India.

In the next part, write about the various issues in CSR — lack of community participation in CSR
activities, need to build local capacities, issues of transparency and non-availability of clear CSR
guidelines.

Next, write about the various measures that are needed to make CSR more effective.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

The term “Corporate Social Responsibility” in general can be referred to as a corporate initiative to
assess and take responsibility for the company’s effects on the environment and impact on social
welfare.

In India, the concept of CSR is governed by clause 135 of the Companies Act, 2013. India is the first
country in the world to mandate CSR spending along with a framework to identify potential CSR
activities.

Body
Background: CSR in India

e The CSR provisions within the Act is applicable to companies with an annual turnover
of 1,000 crore and more, or a net worth of Rs. 500 crore and more, or a net profit of Rs. 5
crore and more.

e The Act requires companies to set up a CSR committee which shall recommend a Corporate
Social Responsibility Policy to the Board of Directors and also monitor the same from time to
time.

e The Act encourages companies to spend 2% of their average net profit in the previous three
years on CSR activities.

e The indicative activities, which can be undertaken by a company under CSR, have been
specified under Schedule VIl of the Act. The activities include:

o Eradicating extreme hunger and poverty,
o Promotion of education, gender equality and empowering women,

o Combating Human Immunodeficiency Virus, Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
and other diseases,
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o Ensuring environmental sustainability;

o Contribution to the Prime Minister’s National Relief Fund or any other fund set up
by the Central Government for socio-economic development and relief and funds for
the welfare of the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes, other backward classes,
minorities and women etc.

Benefits of Corporate social responsibility to the firms

e CSRincreases employee engagement: Giving back to the community is a virtuous circle in
which engaged employees are enriched by volunteering opportunities that further engage
and encourage them.

e Contributes to the United Nations’ 17 Sustainable Development Goals

e Presents press opportunities: It provides more marketing for firms and increases brand
engagement with the public.

¢ Increases customer retention and loyalty: CSR gives a company a chance to showcase
consistency and win loyalty, which ultimately converts into customer retention and
increased sales.

e CSR improves employer branding: It’s increasingly important for companies to have a
socially conscious image. Consumers, employees, and stakeholders prioritize CSR when
choosing a brand or company, and they hold corporations accountable for effecting social
change with their beliefs, practices, and profits.

Issues pertaining to CSR

¢ Finding Right Partners: Despite growing awareness about the significance of CSR
compliance, the challenges remain in identifying the right partners and projects, as well as
in selecting projects that are long-term impactful, scalable, and are self-sustaining.

e Lack of Community Participation in CSR Activities: There is a lack of interest of the local
community in participating and contributing to CSR activities of companies.

o Thisis largely attributable to the fact that there exists little or no knowledge about
CSR within the local communities as no serious efforts have been made to spread
awareness about CSR.

o The situation is further aggravated by a lack of communication between the
company and the community at the grassroots.

e Issues of Transparency: There is an expression by the companies that there exists lack of
transparency on the part of the local implementing agencies as they do not make adequate
efforts to disclose information on their programs, audit issues, impact assessment and
utilisation of funds.

o This reported lack of transparency negatively impacts the process of trust
building between companies and local communities, which is a key to the success of
any CSR initiative at the local level.
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¢ Non-availability of Well Organised NGOs: There is non-availability of well organised NGOs in
remote and rural areas that can assess and identify real needs of the community and work
along with companies to ensure successful implementation of CSR activities.

Measures needed

e Beyond just allocating funds, the companies shall conduct regular reviews on progress of
CSR compliance and put in place some measures for a more professional approach towards
the same. Also, they should set clear objectives and align all the stakeholders with them.

e Itis equally important to let their NGO partners know of their business needs.

o The latter should know that companies which award money from their CSR budgets
are sincere about the causes they pick.

e The Companies must also refresh the roles of Board, CSR Committee, CFO and set-up new
SOPs including a defined process for fund utilisation, determine applicability of impact
assessment, prepare a detailed checklist of processes with the owners and timelines and
formulate an annual action plan.

e The government must ensure that the activities included in the CSR Policy of a company are
implemented by it.

e ltisalso the responsibility of the government to address the issues of non availability of the
NGOs and create awareness in the society about the significance of the CSR and its
activities.

e The government plans to use technology tools such as Artificial Intelligence and Machine
Learning to do data mining of the mandated reports to bring changes to its policy on CSR.

o Leveraging technology to improve the oversight of India Inc is welcome, but this
should be applied to the financial and governance aspects of companies before
moving on to their social obligations.

Conclusion

More CSR decision-makers are shifting their focus from compliance with CSR laws to the social
impact they are making. CSR funders are following several themes to make this transition, such as
hiring professionals, coming together in collaboratives, and defining and publishing their impact
metrics to hold themselves accountable. The idea is to move beyond signing cheques to recognising
that, ultimately, what’s good for Indian society is also good for business.

The steady increase in backlog of appeals or complaints of the Right to Information
(RTI) Act is @ major setback to the transparency regime in the country. Analyse. (250

words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

A good 17 years after India got the Right to Information (RTI) Act, the transparency regime in the
country remains a mirage with nearly 3.15 lakh complaints or appeals pending with 26 information
commissions across India.

Key Demand of the question:
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To write about the impact of backlogs in RTI cases and ways to address them.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context.

Body:

First, write in detail about the various reasons behind increasing backlogs in RTI cases and
complaints.

Next, write about the impact that these backlogs will have on the transparency regime of India —
barriers to information, limitations on accountability, corruption etc.

Next, write about the ways to overcome the above and dispose cases in a timely manner.
Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

A good 17 years after India got the Right to Information (RTI) Act, the transparency regime in the
country remains a mirage with nearly 3.15 lakh complaints or appeals pending with 26 information
commissions across India.

According to a report by the Satark Nagrik Sangathan, the backlog of appeals or complaints is
steadily increasing in commissions every year.

Body
Reasons for backlogs

¢ Incremental backlogs: The backlog of appeals or complaints is increasing in commissions
every year. The number of appeals and complaints pending in 2019, from data obtained
from 26 information commissions was 2,18,347. In 2022 the number was 3,14,323.

e The large backlog of cases has resulted in a long waiting time for disposal.

e States with high backlogs: The highest number of pending cases was in Maharashtra (at
99,722), followed by Uttar Pradesh (at 44,482), Karnataka, the Central Information
Commission and Bihar.

e Defunct information commissions: Two information commissions—Jharkhand and Tripura—
out of 29 across the country have been completely defunct for 29 months and 15 months
respectively.

e Lack of enough manpower: Several information commissions, including the Central
Information Commission, are working at reduced capacity with less than the stipulated
number of members being in office.

e Another report mentions that one-fourth of information commissioner posts are vacant and
there are only 5% (only 8) women information commissioners in the country.

Measures needed
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e Training of officials:The Indian information law, rated as one of the strongest in the world,
needs to be bolstered by raising awareness amongst the people and organising rigorous
training of government officials.

e Code of conduct: A code of conduct must be evolved for the central and state information
commissioners.

e |tis imperative for the commissioners tokeep a strict distance from government heads and
officialdom.

e Astrong political system is a must for the RTI regime to flourish.

e Itisimperative to ensure freedom of the press and democratic institutions, punish errant
officials and maintain complete autonomy of the information commissions, in the interest of
the people and the nation at large.

Conclusion

Proper functioning of information commissions is crucial for people to realise their right to
information. The report shows that in several commissions a large backlog of cases has built up,
resulting in a long waiting time for disposal, as governments have failed to make appointments of
information commissioners in a timely manner. The report also flags concerns regarding tardy
disposal rates in several commissions and the lack of transparency in their functioning. There is an
urgent need for the transparency watchdogs to function in a more effective and transparent
manner.

Value addition
RTI Act

e Theright to information is a fundamental right under Article 19 (1) of the Indian
Constitution.

e In 1976, in theRaj Narain vs the State of Uttar Pradesh case, the Supreme Court ruled that
the Right to information will be treated as a fundamental right under Article 19.

o The Supreme Court held that in Indian democracy, people are the masters and they
have the right to know about the working of the government.

e Thus the government enacted the Right to Information Act in 2005which provides
machinery for exercising this Fundamental Right.

e-Governance has certainly come a long way since its inception leading to successful
implementation of digital technologies. The next step is to move beyond providing
services and become an instrument for good governance, transforming into a two-
way channel of communication between the Government and its Citizens. Discuss.
(250)

Difficulty level: Moderate
Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India
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Why the question:

In three weeks flat, the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances got rid of files
which, in real estate terms, would occupy 37.19 lakh sq ft or 84.94 acres. Now, that is more than
twice the area on which the Taj Mahal rests.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the ways to transform e-governance in to good governance.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start by giving context.

Body:

First, begin by describing various factors that led to digitisation of India — digital India, Sakshar
bharat Abhiyan, Improvement in ICT services and infrastructure, Penetration of 4G and prometon of
UPI

Next, write about the impact of the above — India has the world’s fastest-growing and most vibrant
start-up ecosystem, GST and tax compliance, technology-driven vaccination programme and
governance initiatives. Substantiate with facts and examples.

Next, mention the steps that are needed to transform it into good governance.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

E-Governance is basically associated with carrying out the functions and achieving the results of
governance through the utilization of what has today come to be known as Information and
Communications Technology. It is basically the application of ICT to the processes of Government
functioning in order to bring about ‘Simple, Moral, Accountable, Responsive and Transparent’
(SMART) governance.

Body:
Background

The Indian bureaucracy is working overtime to despose of its moth-eaten and irrelevant files. In
three weeks flat, the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances got rid of files
which, in real estate terms, would occupy 37.19 lakh sq ft or 84.94 acres. Now, that is more than
twice the area on which the Taj Mahal rests.

Potential of e-governance in India

¢ Increased effectiveness and efficiency:Improved government services in terms of
accomplishing the government purpose and functioning

e Better services:E-government can provide quick and timely services to stakeholders

e Transparency by dissemination and publication of information on the web: This provides
easy access to information and subsequently makes the system publicly accountable. Also as
the web enables the free flow of information, it can be easily accessed by all without any
discrimination.
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e Accessible anytime and anywhere: As e-government services are provided through web-
enabled technology they can be accessed anytime and anywhere

o User-centred ICT enabled services:The services are primarily intended for the use of
citizens, businesses, and the government itself

o Reduced cost and time: As the services are provided through internet they are effective in
terms of time and cost

e Economic Development: The deployment of ICTs reduces the transaction costs, which
makes services cheaper. For example, rural areas suffer on account of lack of information
regarding markets, products, agriculture, health, education, weather, etc. and if all this could
be accessed online would lead to better and more opportunities and thereby prosperity in
these areas.

e Social Development: The access to information empowers the citizens. The informed
citizenry can participate and voice their concerns, which can be accommodated in the
programme/ project formulation, implementation, monitoring and service delivery. Web-
enabled participation will counter the discriminatory factors affecting our societal
behaviour.

¢ Reduced bureaucracy: E-government minimizes hierarchy of authority for availing any
government services

e Automation of Administrative Processes: A truly e-governed system would require minimal
human intervention and would rather be system driven.

e Enhanced communication and coordination between government organizations: An
automated service can be accessed by different organizations coordination and further
communication became relative

e Paper Work Reduction: An immediate impact of automation would be on the paperwork.
Paperwork is reduced to a greater extent with communication being enabled via electronic
route and storage and retrieval of information in the electronic form. All this has led to the
emergence of less paper office’.

e Quality of Services: ICT helps governments to deliver services to citizens with greater
accountability responsiveness and sensitivity. Quality of services improves, as now the
people are able to, get services efficiently and instantaneously.

e Elimination of Hierarchy:ICT has reduced procedural delays caused by hierarchical processes
in the organisation. Through Intranet and LAN, it has become possible to send information
and data across various levels in the organisation at the same time.

e Change in Administrative Culture: Bureaucratic structures have been plagued by
characteristics aptly described by Victor Thompson as ‘bureau-pathology’. From the day s of
New Public Administration, efforts have been made to find ways to deal with the
pathological or dysfunctional aspects of art.

e Strategic Information System: Changing organisational environment and increasing
competitiveness have put pressures on the performance of the functionaries. Information
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regarding all aspects needs to be made available to the management at every point to make
routine as well as strategic decisions.

Some of the e-Governance models implemented in India: Customs and Excise (Government of
India); Indian Railways; Postal Department; Passport/Visa; Bhoomi — Automation of Land Records
(State Government of Karnataka); Gyandoot: Intranet in Tribal District of Dhar (State Government
of Madhya Pradesh); e-Mitra — Integrated Citizen Services Centre/ e-Kiosks (State Government of
Rajasthan) etc.

Way forward

e Building a congenial environment is a sine qua non for successful implementation of e-
Governance initiatives. This should be achieved by

e Creating and displaying a will to change within the government

e Providing political support at the highest level

¢ Incentivizing e-Governance and overcoming the resistance to change within government
e Creating awareness in the public with a view to generating a demand for change.

e The benefits of e-governance depends upon adoption by government employees and
citizens themselves.

e This will bring various departments to collaborate with each other — and also with
nongovernmental partners — to create a virtuous cycle of co-creation, learning, and
efficiency.

e A beginning has been made through government-to-citizen services using Common Service
Centres, advice to agriculturists, digital payments of welfare benefits through bank accounts
etc.

Conclusion

Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam, former President of India, has visualized e-Governance in the Indian context to
mean: “A transparent, smart e-Governance with seamless access, secure and authentic flow of
information crossing the interdepartmental barrier and providing a fair and unbiased service to the
citizen.”

Thus, e-Governance has led to better access to information and quality services for citizens;
Simplicity, efficiency and accountability in the government and expanded reach of governance. In
the light of wide range of e-Governance initiatives that have been carried out in India with varying
degrees of success as well as the diversity of conditions in the country, the report recognizes that e-
Governance projects have to be designed for specific contexts and environments
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India and its neighbourhood relations

From the Indian perspective, discuss the relevance of ‘no harm rule’ in order to
promote environmental and developmental policies while not causing damage to the
environment of neighbouring countries or of areas beyond the limits of national

jurisdiction. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

With the devastating effects of climate change visible, riparian states across the world must comply
with all the procedural duties pursuant to the ‘no harm rule’

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the relevance of ‘no harm rule’ to promote environmental policies and preventing
damage.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by defining ‘no harm rule’

Body:

First, write about the aims and features of the ‘no harm rule’.

Next, write about the ways ‘no harm rule’ has resulted in a country’s sovereign right to exploit their
own resources pursuant to their own environmental and developmental policies, and the
responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the
environment of other States or of areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.

Next, write about limitations of the ‘no harm rule’.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward in order to deal with the present changes.

Introduction

The no-harm rule is a widely recognised principle of customary international law whereby a State is
duty-bound to prevent, reduce and control the risk of environmental harm to other states.

States have, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of international
law, the sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant to their own environmental and
developmental policies, and the responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction or
control do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of areas beyond the limits of
national jurisdiction. (Rio Principle 6)

Body
International law

e In accordance with customary international law, no state has to use its territory in a manner
that causes harm to another state while using a shared natural resource; this amounts to
saying that there is a binding obligation on all states not to release water to cause floods in
another co-sharer of the river water.

e This obligation gives rise to other procedural norms that support the management of floods,
which include notification of planned measures, the exchange of data and information, and
also public participation.
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e The International Court of Justice (ICJ), in the Pulp Mills on the River Uruguay (Argentina vs
Uruguay) case (2010), upheld that conducting a transboundary environmental impact
assessment (TEIA) of a planned measure or projects on the shared water course is part of
customary international law.

o Infact, the ICJ noted that the acting state must notify the affected party of the
results of TEIA to “enable the notified party to participate in the process of ensuring
that the assessment is complete, so that it can then consider the plan and its effects
with a full knowledge of the facts”.

Relevance of no-harm rule for India

o Closer home, there is the case of China being the upper riparian in the Brahmaputra, which
spans India and Bangladesh, enjoying apparent leverage vis-a-vis lower riparian India. During
the monsoon, flooding has been the recurrent feature in the last several decades in Assam.

o India faces other woes in the form of the construction of dams by China.

o China’s excessive water release, as a “dam controller”, in violation of customary
international law has the potential to exacerbate flooding in Assam in future.

¢ India’s main concern is that there is no comprehensive sub-basin or all basin-level
mechanism to deal with water management of Brahmaputra.

e Neither India or China are party to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Non-
Navigational Uses of International Watercourses (UNWC) 1997 or the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) on the Protection and Use of Transboundary
Watercourses and International Lakes 1992 (Water Convention).

e Inthe absence of any mechanism, India relies on its memorandum of understanding (MoU)
with China in 2013 with a view to sharing hydrological information during the flood season
(June to September).

e The MoU does not allow India access to urbanisation and deforestation activities on the
Chinese side of the river basin.

e  With the MoU in the background, India by becoming a party to either the UNWC and the
Water Convention could lay the groundwork for a bilateral treaty on the Brahmaputra but
subject to the reservation that it should not insist on the insertion of a dispute settlement
mechanism provision.

Conclusion

Governments of respective countries should command the developers of transboundary river
infrastructures to conduct EIA and SIA in all project-affected communities of state borders and share
the report so that preventive and precautionary measures can be taken.

Strong diplomacy, coupled with enhancing military capabilities to counter Chinese
aggression in borer areas should be the way going forward to deal with China. Discuss.

(250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate
Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India
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Why the question:

While repeatedly demonstrating its penchant for “salami-slicing”, at sea as well as on land, China
continues to stake its claim to Arunachal Pradesh as “Southern Tibet.” Its determined hostility to
India in international forums leaves little room for the hope that “strategic patience” will resolve
bilateral problems.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the ways in which India has to deal with China.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context regarding the Indo-China situation.

Body:

Present Background on recent India-China relations; Continuing stand-off: no signs of resolution,
disengagement has stalled and talks been fruitless. Rupture bilateral relationship: Political relations
are marked by hostility and distrust.

Strategic lessons for India: intensifying strategic competition with China, China more likely to be
deterred with threat of political costs rather than material costs, Indian Ocean Region (IOR) is the
key, rather than LAC.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

India-China relationship is dotted with competition, cooperation, and discord. China’s attempt to
raise its economic and political profile in the subcontinent was seen as a challenge to India’s
authority in the region. India’s military engagements with the U.S. and Japan (China’s main strategic
rivals) were seen as a serious challenge to Chinese security.

Likewise, China increased its aggression towards India in recent times, reaching the peak with the
Galwan Valley clash in 2020. The disengagement is still in the work and is ongoing.

Body
India China border dispute

e The border between India and China is not clearly demarcated throughout and there is no
mutually agreed Line of Actual Control (LAC).

e The LAC s the demarcation that separates Indian-controlled territory from Chinese-
controlled territory. India considers the LAC to be 3,488 km long, while the Chinese consider
it to be only around 2,000 km.

¢ India used the Johnson Line and claimed Aksai Chin as its own. China, however, do not
recognise it and instead accepts McDonald Line which puts Aksai Chin under its control.

e The disputed boundary in the Eastern Sector (Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim) is over the
McMahon Line (in Arunachal Pradesh) decided in 1914 in a meeting of Representatives of
China, India, and Tibet in Shimla.

o Though the Chinese representatives at the meeting initiated the agreement, they
subsequently refused to accept it.
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o The Tawang tract claimed by China was taken over by India in 1951.
Chinese aggression in recent times

e Galwan Clash: Chinese soldiers crossed the LAC around the Galwan River valley during May
2020.

o There were reports of Chinese soldiers having moved into Indian territory at
multiple locations in eastern Ladakh across the LAC leading to high levels of tension
between India and China.

o Inthe events that followed at least 20 Indian soldiers were killed in a clash with
Chinese forces. It was the first deadly clash in the border area in at least 45 years.

e China’s dominance in the South China Sea and its policy of “Debt-Trap diplomacy”, “Island-
encirclement” and “String of Pearls” show that there is no adherence to morality.

¢ India-China fault lines: At the Galwan Valley in Ladakh, China has violated the status quo
intruding into territory that is clearly on the Indian side of the Line of Actual Control, or LAC.

e Taiwan-China conflict: Island encirclement against Taiwan and forceful takeover are
becoming more of a reality considering Chinese navy and air force activities in the region.

e Hong-Kong unrest: The ‘one country two systems’ in Hong Kong is dead and with it, the
pretence that the same could be applied for the peaceful unification of Taiwan.

o Eg: Extension of national security law to Hong-Kong and recent warning to Taiwan
on possibility of war if it shores up defence weapons.

e South China Sea: China claims 90% of south China sea as its sovereign
territory, continuously terrorising Vietnam, Philippines wrt Paracel and Spratly islands.

¢ Belt and Road initiative: It is the 21 century Marshall Plan, through which China aims
to dominate the world.

e  String of Pearls: China has security and economic compulsions to develop its bases in India
Ocean Region (IOR) to secure its communication lines. Its eagerness to establish China
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is to develop strategic
communication alternatives

e Salami Slicing: Continuously nibbling at neighbours’ land, at times even claiming an entire
area on some dubious historicity, it successively builds up its military control over areas vital
to its overall strategic designs. The annexation of Aksai Chin in the 1950s and repeated
Chinese incursions into Indian territory are the executions of the same strategy.

Diplomacy and military resolve to deter China

¢ Indo-pacific diplomacy: India is also stepping up its strategic partnership with like-minded
Indo-Pacific partners like US, Japan, Australia etc.

o Thus, we will see a far greater partnership between India and the United States on
issues of mutual interest—which is likely to have a substantial China component. O

o Thisis seen in India being vocal about recent QUAD meet.
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e Quad-plus: India will also likely look to build greater cooperation through configurations
such as the “Quad plus” (expanding the existing grouping of Australia, India, Japan, and
the United States to include New Zealand, South Korea, and Vietnam).

¢ Indian ocean is the key: New Delhi must invest in and develop its strategic assets—like the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, for instance—to project power across the Indian Ocean.

e To weather a potential People’s Liberation Army (PLA) attack, India has placed greater
emphasis on infrastructure hardening; base resiliency; redundant command, control, and
communications systems; and improved air defence.

e India has grown closer to the US military in recent years, with Washington calling India a
“major defence partner” while increasing bi- and multilateral training.

o Inthe event of an India-Chin war, US intelligence and surveillance could help New
Delhi get a clearer picture of the battlefield

Conclusion and way forward

e The big picture is that China could no more afford to take India for granted and that ‘checks
and balances’ were now recognised as a legitimate instrument for preventing ‘military’
conflicts in the post- Cold War era.

e Yet, the crisis unfolding along the LAC appears on one level to be a continuation of the
trends witnessed in foregoing years.

e Also, even if the current tensions were to be resolved in the near term, India’s security
perceptions about China are forcing India to undertake some force restructuring to maintain
constant vigilance along the LAC, especially in the western sector.

e Thus, India must be proactive to resist any Chinese transgressions and at the same time
utilise its diplomatic skills to tone down the tensions.

Value addition
Dispute settlement agreements

e A series of five agreements signed between India and China to address disputes arising over
the LAC:

e 1993 Agreement on the Maintenance of Peace and Tranquility along the LAC
e 1996 Agreement on Confidence-Building Measures in the Military Field Along the LAC

e 2005 Protocol on Modalities for the Implementation of Confidence-Building Measures in the
Military Field Along the LAC

e 2012 Agreement on the Establishment of a Working Mechanism for Consultation and
Coordination on India-China Border Affairs

e 2013 Border Defense Cooperation Agreement.

e These agreements provide a modus operandi for diplomatic engagement at the military and
political levels, as well as a set of “status quo” commitments both sides can return to in case
of escalation
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It is claimed that since the Constitution does not fix any timeline for the Governor to
decide the question of assent, he can wait for any length of time without doing
anything. Not fixing any time line does not and cannot mean that the Governor can

indefinitely sit on the Bill that has been passed by an Assembly. Examine. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

When Article 200 of the Constitution is clear about providing certain options for the Governor to
exercise when a Bill reaches him from the Assembly, he is required to effect one of the options
mentioned

Key Demand of the question:

To write about role of governor in giving/withholding assent to bills passed by state legislature.
Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context about article 200.

Body:

First, write in detail about the various options with the Governor with respect to a bill passed by the
state legislature.

Next, write about the drawbacks on indefinitely sitting on the bill (pocket veto) and issues arising
from such action.

Next, write about the possible solutions to the above issue.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward.

Introduction

The makers of the Constitution of India did not anticipate that the office of the Governor, meant
to “preserve, protect and defend the Constitution and the law”, would metamorphose into the
most controversial constitutional office rendering the constitutional praxis rugged.

Though the original Draft of the Constitution provided for either the direct election or the
appointment of the Governor (Article 131 of the draft which was to become Article 155).

But the Constituent Assembly chose a third alternative for the appointment of the Governor by the
President, so as to avoid confrontation with the elected executive.

Body

Although Article 154(1) of the Constitution vests in the Governor the executive power of the
State, he is required to exercise that power in accordance with the Constitution. In other words, the
Governor can act only on the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers.

Governor’s powers regarding bill passed by state legislature

Ordinary Bills
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When a bill is sent to the governor after it is passed by state legislature, he can:
e Give his assent to the bill, or
o Withhold his assent to the bill, or
e Return the bill (if it is not a money bill) for reconsideration of the state legislature.

However, if the bill is passed again by the state legislature with or without amendments, the
governor has to give his assent to the bill or

e Reserve the bill for the consideration of the president. In one case
such reservation is obligatory, that is, where the bill passed by the state legislature
endangers the position of the state high court.When the governor reserves a bill for the
consideration of the President, he will not have any further role in the enactment of the

bill.
o Ifthe bill is returned by the President for the reconsideration of the House or
Houses and is passed again, the bill must be presented again for the presidential
assent only.
o Ifthe President gives his assent to the bill, it becomes an act.
o This means that the assent of the Governor is no longer required.
Money Bill

e Every money bill, after it is passed by the state legislature (unicameral or bicameral), is
presented to the governor for his assent.

e He has three alternatives:
o He may give his assent to the bill, the bill then becomes an act.

o He may withhold his assent to the bill, the bill then ends and does not become an
act.

o He may reserve the bill for the consideration of the president.

e Thus, the governor cannot return a money bill for the reconsideration of the state
legislature.

e Normally, the governor gives his assent to a money bill as it is introduced in the state
legislature with his previous permission.

e When the governor reserves a money bill for the consideration of the President, he will not
have any further role in the enactment of the bill.

e If the President gives his assent to the bill, it becomes an Act.

e This means that the assent of the governor is no longer required. The President also cannot
return a money bill for the reconsideration of the state legislature (as in the case of the
Parliament).

Critical analysis of such powers of Governor
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o Delays in granting assent: The governors sometimes sat over the Bills without giving assent
or returning the Bills for an indefinite period, even though the Constitution required it to be
done as soon as possible.

o The governors were also taking months together to reserve the Bills for the assent
of the President even though it was to be done immediately.

o This erodes the authority of the legislatures and the governors, though heads of the
state executive, are appointed by the Union government.

e Exceptional situations: In addition to above illustrated powers, the governor can also
reserve the bill if it is of the following nature:

o Ultra-vires, that is, against the provisions of the Constitution.
o Opposed to the Directive Principles of State Policy.

o Against the larger interest of the country.

o Of grave national importance.

o Dealing with compulsory acquisition of property under Article 31A of the
Constitution.

e (Case studies

o Tamil Nadu Assembly in September, 2021 passed a bill seeking exemption for
students from the state from the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET)
required for undergraduate medical college admissions.

= This Bill has been with Governor since then without rejection or acceptance.
» [ndecision can prove costly.

o Manipur Speaker had not decided on defection, until Supreme Court forced him
and bound him by giving a time frame. Justice can be denied in such cases to those
who are affected.

e Against the spirit of Constitution: Withholding of assent, though an option, is not normally
exercised by Governors because it will be an extremely unpopular step.

o Besides, withholding assent to a Bill by the Governor, an appointee of the President,
neutralises the entire legislative exercise by an elected legislature enjoying the
support of the people.

Conclusion

Giving assent to a Bill passed by the legislature is a normal constitutional act performed by the
Governor. But of late, even such normal acts have become a source of confrontation between State
governments and the Governors. The conduct of Governors in certain States follows a definite
pattern which causes a great deal of disquiet to elected governments as well as to those who have
faith in the constitutional order.
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Under Article 361, the President or a Governor is not answerable to any court for anything done in
the exercise and performance of their powers and duties. But when a Governor does not take any
decision on a Bill which is put up for his assent, he is not acting in exercise and performance of the
duties cast upon him.

What is China’s wolf warrior diplomacy? How does it affect India? What should be the

appropriate Indian response to it? (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu, Insights on India

Why the question:

XiJinping’s worldview carries with it an inherent contradiction — that of a world that is
simultaneously China’s to lead and one that is apparently full of external threats. This paradox, more
than any other factor, has shaped China’s diplomacy in the past decade.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the ways in which India has to deal with China.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by defining China’s wolf warrior diplomacy.

Body:

In the first part, address as to how China under President Xi Jingping has undergone a paradigm shift
with respect to foreign policy especially in ‘wolf warrior diplomacy’ as compared Deng Xiaoping’s
‘keep low profile’.

Next, mention the essential components of ‘wolf warrior diplomacy’ such as linked to a threat
perception and being victimized, agenda of indoctrination, Personality cult, Aggressive nationalism,
Responsibility of saving the world and No room for dissent in the own party etc.

Next, mention as to how the ‘wolf warrior approach’ became more aggressive after the Pandemic.
Bring out the impact of the policy on China and its relations with the global powers and India.

Next, write about the ways in which India should respond to it.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

China’s assertive new diplomatic approach in the Xi Jinping era has come to be dubbed “wolf warrior
diplomacy”, marked by a muscular posture in pursuing China’s interests.

“Wolf-warrior diplomacy,” named after famous Chinese movies, describes offensives by Chinese
diplomat to defend China’s national interests, often in confrontational ways. It reinforces a
presumed transition of Chinese diplomacy from conservative, passive, and low-key to assertive,
proactive, and high-profile.

Body
China’s brazen display of wolf warrior diplomacy

¢ India-China fault lines:At the Galwan Valley in Ladakh, China has violated the status quo
intruding into territory that is clearly on the Indian side of the Line of Actual Control, or LAC.

e Taiwan-China conflict:Island encirclement against Taiwan and forceful takeover are
becoming more of a reality considering Chinese navy and air force activities in the region.
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e Hong-Kong unrest: The ‘one country two systems’ in Hong Kong is dead and with it, the
pretence that the same could be applied for the peaceful unification of Taiwan.

o Eg: Extension of national security law to Hong-Kong and recent warning to Taiwan
on possibility of war if it shores up defence weapons.

e South China Sea: China claims 90% of south China sea as its sovereign territory, continuously
terrorising Vietnam, Philippines wrt Paracel and Spratly islands.

¢ Belt and Road initiative: It is the 21%'century Marshall Plan, through which China aims to
dominate the world.

e  String of Pearls:China has security and economic compulsions to develop its bases in India
Ocean Region (IOR) to secure its communication lines. Its eagerness to establish China
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is to develop strategic
communication alternatives

e Salami Slicing: Continuously nibbling at neighbours’ land, at times even claiming an entire
area on some dubious historicity, it successively builds up its military control over areas vital
to its overall strategic designs. The annexation of Aksai Chin in the 1950s and repeated
Chinese incursions into Indian territory are the executions of the same strategy.

Why wolf warrior diplomacy?

e Soaring Nationalism:Since 2010, when China’s GDP overtook Japan’s as the world’s second
largest, the Chinese have become more confident and China’s foreign policy has become
more assertive.

e China as a great power:The latest diplomatic offensive is also part of the official effort to
project China as a great power leading the global fight against the COVID-19. China’s image
suffered during the crisis due to its bungled handling of the outbreak at the early stage.

e With the assertive and ambitious Belt and Road Initiative and Maritime Silk Road,China has
consolidated its influence over the Indian neighbours as almost all the neighbour sans
Bhutan have shown the keen interests in joining.

India’s response

e Military exercise:A number of joint naval and air exercises have been undertaken by
regional countries not only amongst themselves, but also with other powers specially the US
and the UK.

o The aim is to practise inter-operability of fighting equipment and manpower against
a common enemy along with joint tactics and cooperation to meet a common
military goal.

o The aimis to send a firm message to China, that its days of expansionism are coming
to an end.
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Countering BRI: The BRI promises economic security but not human security by providing
funds to developing countries with a debt trap.

o Herein, theQuad can play a vital role as it is a group of democratic countries.

o It should provide a choice to the nations as to where they want to borrow the
money for development purposes from and also be a part of the supply chain.

¢ Indo-pacific diplomacy: India is also stepping up its strategic partnership with like-minded
Indo-Pacific partnerslike US, Japan, Australia etc.

o Thus, we will see a far greater partnership between India and the United States on
issues of mutual interest—which is likely to have a substantial China component. O

o Thisis seen in India being vocal about recent QUAD meet.

e Quad-plus:India will also likely look to build greater cooperation through configurations such
as the “Quad plus” (expanding the existing grouping of Australia, India, Japan, and the
United States to include New Zealand, South Korea, and Vietnam).

¢ Indian ocean is the key:New Delhi must invest in and develop its strategic assets—like the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, for instance—to project power across the Indian Ocean.

e To weather a potential People’s Liberation Army (PLA) attack, India has placed greater
emphasis oninfrastructure hardening; base resiliency; redundant command, control, and
communications systems; and improved air defence.

e India has grown closer to the US military in recent years, with Washington calling India a
“major defence partner” while increasing bi- and multilateral training.

o Inthe event of an India-Chin war, US intelligence and surveillance could help New
Delhi get a clearer picture of the battlefield

Conclusion

Wolf-warrior diplomacy is already hurting China’s foreign policy, since it has generated pushback,
such as Australia’s calls for an independent probe into the coronavirus’ origins. China’s soft power is
weak globally; a belligerent approach will further damage China’s global image.

A more powerful China should be more confident and receptive to constructive criticism. Striking a
balance between firmly defending national interests and enhancing soft power is a great challenge
in Chinese diplomacy today.

Indus Waters Treaty is often cited as an example of the possibilities of peaceful
coexistence that exist despite the troubled relationship between both neighbouring

countries. Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu, Insights on India

Why the question:

Michel Lino has been appointed as the Neutral Expert and Sean Murphy has been appointed as
Chairman of the Court of Arbitration regarding the Kishenganga and Ratle hydroelectric power
plants.
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Key Demand of the question:

To write about the significance and shortcomings of Indus Waters Treaty between India and
Pakistan.

Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context about the Indus Waters Treaty.

Body:

First, write about the major provisions of the Indus Waters Treaty between India and Pakistan.
Next, write about the successes of Indus Waters Treaty in ensuring peaceful coexistence despite
troubled relations between the both countries and its significance.

Next, write about the various issues in the Indus Waters Treaty which have affected both the parties

and possible solutions to it.
Conclusion:
Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

The Indus system comprises of main Indus River, Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi, Beas and Sutlej. The basin is
mainly shared by India and Pakistan with a small share for China and Afghanistan. Under the treaty

signed between India and Pakistan in 1960, all the waters of three rivers, namely Ravi, Sutlej and

Beas (Eastern Rivers) were allocated to India for exclusive use. While, the waters of Western rivers

- Indus, Jhelum, and Chenab were allocated to Pakistan except for specified domestic, non-

consumptive and agricultural use permitted to India as provided in the Treaty. India has also been
given the right to generate hydroelectricity through run of the river (RoR) projects on the Western

Rivers which, subject to specific criteria for design and operation is unrestricted.
Body

Reasons behind success of Indus Water Treaty

e First, the treaty has unequal sharing of the waters. Pakistan has been allocated ~80% of the

Indus basin waters.

e Experts have termed this the most generous water sharing treaty. It is the only water-

sharing pact in the world that compels upper riparian State to defer to the interests of the

downstream State.
e Second, it prevents India from building any storage systemson the western rivers.

e Even though the treaty lays out that under certain exceptional circumstances storage

systems can be built, Pakistan deliberately stops any such effort. The extensively technical

nature of the treaty allows Pakistan to stall legitimate Indian Projects.

e Third, the basin’s size and volume is getting altered by climate changeand this alteration is
going to intensify in future. There would be instances of more high-intensity rainfall as well

as long stretches of scanty rainfall.

e There would be a high influx of water due to glacial melt. The contribution of glaciers in the

Indus basin is higher than in the Ganges or Brahmaputra basins.
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e Achange in the flow conditions may classify as ‘change of circumstances’ which can justify
renegotiation or termination in the future.

e Fourth, the recent report of the Standing Committee of Water resources noted that canals in
Punjab and Rajasthan (Rajasthan Feeder and the Sirhind Feeder) had become old and were
not maintained properly. This had resulted in the lowering of their water carrying capacity.

e Thus, the water from the Harike Barrage on the confluence of the Beas and Sutlej in Punjab
was usually released downstream into Pakistan. Pakistan is getting more waters than its
entitlement in the Eastern Rivers.

Way forward for India

e India should take steps to completely utilize its entitlement of waters of Western Rivers. The
infrastructure to utilize the waters has remained under-developed in J&K.

o Some experts suggest that in case of escalation of hostilities by Pakistan in future, India
can suspend the meetings of Permanent Commission. If the first state of dispute redressal
is not functional, the subsequent two steps of 3-tier dispute redressal don’t kick in. Thus
India can use this as a pressure tactic on Pakistan.

e India should explore the possibility of using climate change as a ‘change in circumstances’ to
initiate conversation on renegotiation of the IWT. This will also put pressure on Pakistan.

e Experts in India and Pakistan should assess how much of the waters in the Eastern and
Western rivers are snow or rain-fed within their respective territories. Such estimates would
add to the accuracy of each side’s dependence on the other in sharing the waters of these
rivers.

e As per the standing committee of water resources, the canal systems in Punjab and
Rajasthan should be repaired to increase their water carrying capacity.

Conclusion

The Indus Waters Treaty is considered one of the most successful water-sharing endeavours in the
world today. However, there is a need to update certain technical specifications and expand the
scope of the agreement to address climate change.

Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure,
mandate.

New Delhi’s call for a structural overhaul of global multilateral institutions
incorporates institutional accountability and a wider representation of the developing

countries. Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: The Hindu , Insights on India/

Why the question:

Indian External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s visit to the United States (September 18-28) has set
the stage for an expansive range of bilateral and multilateral diplomacy by India. It is a unique visit
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as it seeks to achieve a vast list of objectives led by the Indian delegation’s participation in the High-
Level Week at the 77th Session of the United Nations General Assembly, which opened on September
13.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the need for overhaul in multilateral institutions and reforms needed in it.

Directive:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context.

Body:

First, write about the various issues present within the major multilateral institutions like — UN,
UNSC, WHO, WB and IMF etc — which renders them ineffective and undemocratic.

Next, write the potential of reforms — with respect to archaic membership structure, dominance of
global powers, , structural inequality, ignoring needs to developing countries.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a way forward to achieve reforms.

Introduction

At the heart of India’s participation in the 77th General Assembly is the call for a ‘reformed
multilateralism’ through which the United Nations Security Council should reform itself into a more
inclusive organisation representing the contemporary realities of today. India’s call for this structural
overhaul of global multilateral institutions incorporates institutional accountability and a wider
representation of the developing countries.

Body
Current issues in multilateral institutions

e Breakdown of multilateralism: The COVID-19 pandemic was a weak moment for UN’s
multilateralism. It highlighted the UN’s institutional limitations when countries closed their
borders, supply chains were interrupted and almost every country was in need of vaccines.

o WHO was accused of catering to developed nations bidding, especially China by
acting slow and not blaming China.

e Developing nations stepping up: Countries of the global South, including India, which
stepped up through relief efforts, drug distribution and vaccine manufacturing, have
created space for a more inclusive UN, particularly through its Security Council (UNSC)
reform.

o World Bank and IMF are puppets of USA and the European nations. This led to
China establishing alternatives for the two institutions.

e Wars in 21 century: Second,N.-led multilateralism has been unable to provide strong
mechanisms to prevent wars.

o Eg: The shadow of the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war has loomed large over several
deadlocks in U.N.S.C. resolutions since the war broke out in February this year.
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e Paralysis in decision making: With the West boycotting Russia, the veto provision of the
U.N.S.C. is expected to reach an even more redundant level than in the past. As such, a
reformed multilateralism with greater representation could generate deeper regional stakes
to prevent wars.

o WTO has been stalled for many years now over Doha development agenda.

e Chinese dominance: Finally, China’s rise, belligerence, and aggression which has been on
display through its actions in the South China Sea, the Indo-Pacific region, and now
increasingly globally, have also underscored the limitations of the U.N.-style multilateralism.

o China’s growing dominance could lead it to carve its own multilateral matrix
circumventing the West, economically and strategically.

o Theinternational isolation of Russia and Iran as well as increasing the United States’
Taiwan-related steps could usher in these changes more rapidly than expected.

e China’s control of multilateral organisations, including the U.N., is only increasing — most
recently seen in the unofficial pressure China exerted on the former U.N.’s human rights
chief, Michelle Bachelet, to stop the release of a report by the U.N. Human Rights Council
on the condition of Uyghurs in China. Moreover, China’s unabashed use of veto power
against India continues at the U.N

o Eg:Inthe most recent case, it blocked a joint India-U.S. proposal at the U.N. to
enlist Sajid Mir, a top Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) operative involved in directing the 2008
Mumbai attacks, as a ‘global terrorist’.

Potential for reforms

e Multilateralism should promote international law, democracy, equity and justice, mutual
respect, right to development and non-interference in internal affairs of any country without
double standards.

e It should make instruments of global governance more inclusive, representative, and
participatory to facilitate greater and more meaningful participation of developing and least
developed countries.

e It should be based on inclusive consultation and collaboration for the benefit of all, while
respecting sovereign independence, equality, mutual legitimate interests and concerns.

e It should strengthen the capacities of individual states and international organizations to
better respond to new and emerging, traditional and non-traditional challenges.

e Indian approach to multilateralism: NORMS: NORMS stands for New Orientation for a
Reformed Multilateral System.

o India will work constructively with partners to bring innovative and inclusive
solutions to foster development and for greater involvement of women and youth
to shape a new paradigm.

o Afirst and vital step is the reform of the United Nations Security Council. It must
reflect contemporary realities to be more effective.

Conclusion and way forward
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e There is no easy way out for immediate consensus-building among nations over the
limitations of these multilateral institutions.

e For this, non-alignment or ad-hoc coalitions could never be the answer.

e Issues-based coalitions are the best answer and Health is the easiest framework to work
upon.

e Lastly, there are many mini-laterals that should unite for a global commonality.

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCOs) purpose is increasingly in question,
considering the fact that there are serious internal disagreements and suspicions

within the group. Analyse. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Insights on India

Why the question:

The question is part of the static syllabus (Revision) of General studies paper — 2 and mentioned as
part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the issues in SCO and its impact on the overall efficacy of the organisation.
Directive word:

Analyse — When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by writing about aims and objectives of SCO.

Body:

In the first part, write about the various disagreements withing the SCO — India-China, Russia-China,
Impact of Ukraine war, lack of consensus etc

Next, Highlight the importance of SCO for India — focus on the advantages that India can gain in
bilateral relations and in the larger Eurasian region.

Next, write the measures that need to be taken to enhance the efficacy of SCO.

Conclusion:

Conclude with a way forward.

Introduction

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) is a permanent intergovernmental international
organization. It's a Eurasian political, economic and military organization aiming to maintain peace,
security and stability in the region. It was created in 2001. The SCO Charter was signed in 2002, and
entered into force in 2003.

Body
Disagreements within SCO

e The SCO faces the challenges of improving cohesion, better managing relations with
external parties, enlargement, variations of economic cooperation between member states,
a slow pace of decision making and poor quality decision implementation.

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 113

w


https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/09/18/shanghai-cooperation-organisation-sco-3/

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS ‘o’

e Inthe recent summit in Samarkand, support for Russia’s agenda differed between certain
countries, with Turkey, China and Iran displaying some degree of understanding. India’s
agenda focussed on its concern about the impacts of the Ukrainian war on the world
economy.

e The Shanghai Cooperation Organization is often stated as a club of autocrat powers. The
members follow the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of other states.
However, China and Russia adhere this principle rhetorical basis but not in reality.

e China and Russia are the primary drivers of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization but
have different visions for this organization. Although they share common interest of
regional stability within the organization but at the same time their geopolitical interests pull
them in different directions.

¢ India has presented consistent opposition to the violation of sovereignty and territorial
integrity by the BRI’s China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) through Indian territory in
Jammu and Kashmir

e But, the meetings of SCO have endorsed Russia’s initiative to connect the SCO with the
Eurasian Economic Union and ASEAN, placing the predominantly East-West connectivity
alignment of China’s BRI alongside the North-South connectivity alignment of Russia’s
proposal

e Despite the establishment of the SCO’s Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS), the SCO
has not taken visible counterterrorism measures against the main threat facing its
members, which emanates from terrorists and terrorist entities located in the Af-Pak region

e China and Pakistan have deliberately tried to bring bilateral issues into SCO. This violates
the well-established principles and norms of the SCO Charter. Such acts are
counterproductive to the spirit of consensus and cooperation that define this organisation
and should be condemned.

Significance of SCO for India

e India acquired the observer status in the grouping in 2005 and was admitted as a full
member in 2017.

o Discuss differences with other members on the sidelines: SCO hosts have encouraged
members to use the platform to discuss differences with other members on the sidelines

e Bilateral meeting with Pakistan: It was on such an occasion that the Prime Minister of India
held a bilateral meeting with the former Pakistani Prime Minister in 2015 in Ufa.

¢ Negotiation of five point agreement with Chinese counterpart: Foreign Minister of India
negotiated a five-point agreement with his Chinese counterpart on the sidelines of
the Moscow conference in 2020.

e Strategic autonomy and multi-alignment: India is also a part of the ‘Quadrilateral’ grouping
with the U.S, Japan and Australia.

o Its association with the grouping of a rather different nature is part of its foreign
policy that emphasizes on principles of “strategic autonomy and multi-alignment”.
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e Connectivity and stability across borders: India’s membership of SCO can help in achieving
regional integration, promote connectivity and stability across borders.

¢ Fulfilling energy demand: India being an energy deficient country with increasing demands
for energy, SCO provides it with an opportunity to meet its energy requirements through
regional diplomacy.

o Talks on the construction of stalled pipelines like the TAPI (Turkmenistan-
Afghanistan-Pakistan-India) pipeline; IPI (Iran-Pakistan-India) pipeline can get a
much needed push through the SCO.

e Economic ties:Central Asian countries provide India with a market for its IT,
telecommunications, banking, finance and pharmaceutical industries.

e Geopolitical: Central Asia is a part of India’s Extended Neighbourhood, SCO provides India an
opportunity to pursue the “Connect Central Asian Policy”.

o Helps India fulfill its aspiration of playing an active role in its extended neighborhood
as well as checking the ever growing influence of China in Eurasia.

o Platform for India to simultaneously engage with its traditional friend Russia as well
as its rivals, China and Pakistan.

Way forward

¢ Important group for India: India considers the SCO as an important regional group to
promote cooperation in various fields based on universally recognised international norms,
good governance, rule of law, openness, transparency and equality.

e Addressing the concerns of members: Need of working group to address the concerns of all
entities, considering the territorial integrity of each nation involved.

¢ More measures against terrorism: Despite the establishment of the SCO’s Regional Anti-
Terrorist Structure (RATS), the SCO has not taken visible counterterrorism measures against
the main threat facing its members.

o There is a need for the Summit to play a central and coordinating role to enforce the
Council’s sanctions against concerned entities.

e Engagement: It provides a platform for India to simultaneously engage with its traditional
friend Russia as well as its rivals, China and Pakistan and provides India an opportunity to
pursue the “Connect Central Asian Policy”.

e Agreements on connectivity and high-efficiency transport corridors: Samarkand summit is
expected to have agreements on connectivity and high-efficiency transport corridors and a
roadmap for local currency settlement among member states.

e SCO’s rising international influence:The significant round of expansion by inclusion of Iran
and Belarus shows SCO'’s rising international influence and that the principles of the SCO
charter are widely accepted.
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Do you think the Non-Proliferation of nuclear weapons (NPT) has been effective
enough to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons? State your opinion. (250

words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: Insights on India, Insights on India

Why the question:

The question is part of the static syllabus (Revision) of General studies paper — 2 and mentioned as
part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the efficacy of NPT in preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons.

Directive:

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving the aims and objectives of NPT and context of its inception.

Body:

First, write about the successes of NPT in preventing the proliferation of nuclear weapons — cite
examples to substantiate your points.

Next, write about the limitations of the NPT in the checking the growth and spread of the nuclear
weapons — Cite facts and examples.

Conclusion:

Conclude by writing a balanced opinion regarding NPT.

Introduction

The Non-Proliferation of nuclear weapons (NPT) is a multilateral treaty aimed at limiting the spread
of nuclear weapons including three elements — Non-proliferation, Disarmament, Peaceful use of
nuclear energy. The treaty was signed in 1968 and entered into force in 1970. The Treaty does

not affect the right of state parties to develop, produce, and use nuclear energy for peaceful
purposes. India is one of the only five countries that either did not sign the NPT or signed but
withdrew.

The Tenth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT) in last week of August 2022 in New York.

Body
Effectiveness of NPT in preventing proliferation

e Talks between the US and Russia: Arms control talks between the U.S. and Russia did take
place and succeeded in bringing collective arsenals from about 65,000in the early 1980s to
less than 12,000

e Four countries have tested and developed nuclear arsenals: In the last 50 years, only four
more countries have gone on to test and develop nuclear arsenals — India, Israel, North
Korea and Pakistan, despite apprehensions that by the 1980s, there would be close to 25
nuclear powers.

e Reagan-Gorbachev declaration: All that the five nuclear-weapon-states parties to
the NPTreiterated at the conference., the 1985 Reagan-Gorbachev declaration that ‘a
nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought'.
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Limitations with NPT

Consensus document: Since 1970, when the NPT entered into force, only four of the 10
review conferences have concluded with a consensus document.

Differences among members: the United States, the United Kingdom and Russia were
earlier always on the same page, but now Russia has adopted a different point of view.

o The difference in 2022 was that it pitched Russia against the West.

No discussions: No meaningful discussions or negotiations on nuclear disarmament have
ever taken place in the NPT framework.

Failure of Disarmament Process: The NPT is largely seen as a Cold War era instrument that
has failed to fulfil the objective of creating a pathway towards a credible disarmament
process.

System of Nuclear ‘Haves’ and ‘Have-Nots’: NNWS criticizes the treaty to be discriminatory
as it focuses on preventing only horizontal proliferation while there is no limit for vertical
proliferation.

NWWS also feels that the restrictions on Peaceful Nuclear Explosion (PNE) technology are
one-sided.

Withdrawal from ABM treaty: S withdrew from the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty
in 20020n the grounds that it unduly constrained its missile defence activities.

US withdrawal from INF: In 2019, the U.S. decided to quit the Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces (INF) Treaty.

o It had obliged both the US andRussia to get rid of all ground-launched missiles with
a range of 500-5,500 km.

Way forward

Rising energy demands have led to a growing number of countries pursuing nuclear energy,
and many countries wish to be energy-independent, in order to ensure a sustainable and
dependable domestic energy supply. As clean energy, development, and peaceful
coexistence are essential for every country.

Thus, the challenge for the international community will be to reconcile states’ desire for
energy independence with their desire to both reduce the intrusiveness of IAEAsafeguards
and diminish the possibility of proliferation.

Also, NNWS welcomesNew START and other initiatives, but is anxious to see more concrete
actions on reducing the role of nuclear weapons in national security doctrines, reducing alert
levels, increasing transparency, and other steps.

More regions in the world (preferably comprising NWS) should enter into an arrangement of
establishing Nuclear-weapon-free zones.

Further, Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons is a step in the right direction for
nuclear disarmament.
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India’s Presidency of the G20, SCO and UNSC is a historic opportunity for reinventing

the United Nations. Discuss. (250 words).

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: The Hindu

Why the question:

India’s Presidency of the Group of 20, UN Security Council (UNSC) in 2022, and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in 2023 when major powers are not even talking to each other and
India alone, now the fifth largest economy, is interacting with each of them, presents a historic
opportunity.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about how India’s presidency of G20, SCO and UNSC offers an opportunity and how India
should harness it.

Directive word:

Examine — When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context.

Body:

First, write about India’s presidency of G20 and how India must use this as an opportunity to address
multilateral issues.

Next, write about the SCO and how this can be used to further India interests in the region while
resolving bilateral issues with China and Pakistan.

Next, write about how at UNSC India can push for reforms and try resolving major geopolitical crises.
Conclusion:

Conclude by summarising how all the above could lead to reinventing UN.

Introduction

The United Nations Secretary General (UNSG), Antdnio Guterres, made a candid assessment of
global governance. He addressed the United Nations General Assembly and said the “world is in big
trouble”, “gridlocked in colossal global dysfunction”, even the “G20 is in the trap of geopolitical
divides”. “In a splintering world, we need to create mechanisms of dialogue to heal divides” and
“only by acting as one, we can nurture fragile shoots of hope” for a “coalition of the world”. This is a

call for fresh thinking.

India’s Presidency of the Group of 20, UN Security Council (UNSC) in 2022, and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in 2023 when major powers are not even talking to each

other and India alone, now the fifth largest economy, is interacting with each of them, presents a
historic opportunity.

Body
Current issues faced by the world

e Breakdown of multilateralism: The COVID-19 pandemic was a weak moment for UN’s
multilateralism. It highlighted theUN’s institutional limitations when countries closed their
borders, supply chains were interrupted and almost every country was in need of vaccines.
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o WHO was accused of catering to developed nations bidding, especially China by
acting slow and not blaming China.

e Developing nations stepping up: Countries of the global South, including India, which
stepped up through relief efforts,drug distribution and vaccine manufacturing, have
created space for a more inclusive UN, particularly through its Security Council (UNSC)
reform.

o World Bank and IMF are puppets of USA and the European nations. This led to
China establishing alternatives for the two institutions.

e Warsin 21%century: Second,N.-led multilateralism has been unable to provide strong
mechanisms to prevent wars.

o Eg: The shadow of the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war has loomed large over several
deadlocks in U.N.S.C. resolutions since the war broke out in February this year.

e Paralysis in decision making:With the West boycotting Russia, the veto provision of the
U.N.S.C. is expected to reach an even more redundant level than in the past. As such, a
reformed multilateralism with greater representation could generate deeper regional stakes
to prevent wars.

o WTO has been stalled for many yearsnow over Doha development agenda.

e Chinese dominance: Finally,China’s rise, belligerence, and aggression which has been on
display through its actions in the South China Sea, the Indo-Pacific region, and now
increasingly globally, have also underscored the limitations of the U.N.-style multilateralism.

o China’s growing dominance could lead it tocarve its own multilateral matrix
circumventing the West, economically and strategically.

o Theinternational isolation of Russia and Iran as well as increasing the United States’
Taiwan-related steps could usher in these changes more rapidly than expected.

e China’s control of multilateral organisations, including the U.N., is only increasing — most
recently seen in the unofficial pressure China exerted on the former U.N.’s human rights
chief, Michelle Bachelet,to stop the release of a report by the U.N. Human Rights Council on
the condition of Uyghurs in China. Moreover, China’s unabashed use of veto power against
India continues at the U.N

o Eg:Inthe most recent case,it blocked a joint India-U.S. proposal at the U.N. to
enlist Sajid Mir, a top Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) operative involved in directing the 2008
Mumbai attacks, as a ‘global terrorist’.

e Despite the G7 having accepted the need for transfer of funds at Rio in 1992, the promise
made in 2009 to provide at least 100 billion dollars per year in climate finance remains
unfulfilled.

e Coalition of the world— There divide between the Atlantic powers and the Russia-China is
deepening.

India’s historic opportunity
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Just as the ‘Rio principles’continue to guide climate change, vasudhaiva
kutumbakam, or ‘world as one family’, focusing on comparable levels of wellbeing can be
the core of a set of universal socio-economic principles for a dialogue between the states.

To the current global consensus around equitable sustainable development, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has added a clearer societal purpose to flesh out a universal civilisational
principle.

o He emphasised‘Lifestyle for Environment’ seeing climate change as a societal
process and combating it devoid of trade-offs characteristic of the Climate Treat

o He has also offered India’s payments and linked digital ID technologywithout IPR
restrictions.

Redefining ‘common concerns’in terms of felt needs of the majority rather than interests
and concerns of the powerful will shift the focus of a much slimmed down United Nations
squarely to human wellbeing, and not as an add-on.

Re-inventing United Nations

At the heart of India’s participation in the 77th General Assembly is the call for a ‘reformed
multilateralism’through which the United Nations Security Council should reform itself into
a more inclusive organisation representing the contemporary realities of today.

India’s call for this structural overhaul of global multilateral institutions incorporates
institutional accountability and a wider representation of the developing countries.

Indian approach to multilateralism: NORMS: NORMS stands for New Orientation for a
Reformed Multilateral System.

o India will work constructively with partners to bring innovative and inclusive
solutions to foster development and for greater involvement of women and youth
to shape a new paradigm.

o Afirstand vital step is the reform of the United Nations Security Council. It must
reflect contemporary realities to be more effective.

Conclusion and way forward

There is no easy way out for immediate consensus-building among nations over the
limitations of these multilateral institutions.

For this, non-alignment or ad-hoc coalitions could never be the answer.

Issues-based coalitions are the best answer and Health is the easiest framework to work
upon.

Lastly, there are many mini-laterals that should unite for a global commonality.

India’s Presidential statement could introduce ‘vasudhaiva kutumbakam’ in the UNSC in December.
The SCO Summit will precede the G20 Summit and acceptance of overarching principles will support
acceptance by the wider G20

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpocchCX9GEIwaile4HLjwA

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia Page 120

w


https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia

INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS

Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or
affecting India’s interests.

India and Russia have to navigate a complex geopolitical landscape while deepening

ties. Comment in the light of recent developments. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Insights on India

Why the question:

The question is part of the static syllabus (Revision) of General studies paper — 2 and mentioned as
part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the changes in Indio-Russian relations in the recent past in the light of changing geo-
political developments.

Directive word:

Comment— here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall
opinion thereupon.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by giving context of ‘all weather’ friendship between India and Russia.

Body:

In the first part, Highlight the strength of the relationship — Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership, the long history, defence partnership, nuclear power plants etc.

Next, bring out the issues in the relationship by dividing them into geopolitical, geostrategic and at
bilateral level — Russia-Pakistan, Russia-China, and USA-India, Changes in Afghanistan, Ukraine war
and issues emanating from them.

Discuss how should India and Russia navigate the tides moving forward.

Conclusion:

Conclude by commenting on their current nature of evergreen friendship.

Introduction

Russia’s war on Ukraine has decisively shaped international opinion. Indian foreign policy is also
going to be affected in a profound manner. While there has always remained a pro-Russian popular
sentiment in India, rooted in Moscow’s support during the Cold War era, particularly against the pro-
Pakistani diplomatic activism by powerful Western countries in the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC), a majority of Indians today seem taken aback by Russia’s misadventure against a sovereign
country.

Body
Complex issues facing India while balancing Moscow and the West
e ‘China’ problem: There are understandable reasons for India’s (subtle) pro-Russia position.

o An aggressive Russia is a problem for the U.S. and the West, not for India.
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o North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) expansion is Russia’s problem, not
India’s.

o India’s problem is China, and it needs both the U.S./the West and Russia to deal
with the “China problem”

e Geopolitics rather than emotions: There is today a sobering recognition in New Delhi about
the weakening of the U.S.-led global order and the rise of China as a counter-pole,
geographically located right next to India.

o withdrawal from the region and its decline as the principal system shaper has
complicated India’s place in regional geopolitics.

o Neighbouring China as the rising superpower and Russia as its strategic ally
challenging the U.S.-led global order at a time when China has time and again acted
on its aggressive intentions vis-a-vis India, and when India is closest to the U.S. than
ever before in its history, throws up a unique and unprecedented challenge for
India.

e Beyond all weather friendship: For India, Russian ties are important. It must be recalled
that Ukraine was against India during 1998 nuclear tests and had spoken against India with
issue of Kashmir.

o India’s Russia tilt should be seen not just as a product of its time-tested
friendship with Moscow but also as a geopolitical necessity.

o Ifin the future there is Chinese aggression or Pakistan tries adventurism on India,
India will need all hands on the deck. Russia being the most important.

e Russia’s support to solve continental problems: There is an emerging dualism in
contemporary Indian strategic Weltanschauung: the predicament of a continental space
that is reeling under immense pressure from China, Pakistan and Taliban-led
Afghanistan adding to its strategic claustrophobia; and, the emergence of a maritime
sphere which presents an opportunity to break out of the same.

o Defence supplies: New Delhi needs Moscow’s assistance to manage its continental
difficulties through defence supplies, helping it ‘return’ to central Asia, working together at
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) or exploring opportunities for collaboration in
Afghanistan.

o Russia, to put it rather bluntly, is perhaps India’s only partner of consequence in the
entire Asian continental stretch.

o Therefore, having Russia on its side is crucial for India, more than ever.

o Moscow may or may not be able to moderate Chinese antagonism towards New
Delhi, but an India-Russia strategic partnership may be able to temper New Delhi’s
growing isolation in a rather friendless region.

Way forward for India
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e India’s past record has been maintaining balance between the West and Russia. On January
31, India abstained on a procedural vote on whether to discuss the issue of Ukraine.

¢ New Delhi had then articulated its position on “legitimate security interests” that echoed
with a nuanced tilt towards the Russian position, and had abstained along with Kenya and
Gabon.

e Despite abstention, India has reiterated and has called for cessation of violence in no
ambiguous terms.

e India has also quoted the international charter on sovereignty, highlighting that all nations
must respect the same, intended towards Russia.

e For India, Russian ties are important. It must be recalled that Ukraine was against India
during 1998 nuclear tests and had spoken against India with issue of Kashmir.

e Hence strategic autonomy is the way forward as India has been doing.
Conclusion

India’s position also shows the unmistakable indication that when it comes to geopolitics, New Delhi
will choose interests over principles. And yet, a careful reading of India’s statements and positions
taken over the past few days also demonstrates a certain amount of discomfort in having to choose
interests over principles.

However, New Delhi’s response to the recent crisis, especially its “explanation of vote” at the
UNSC indicates a careful recourse to the principle of strategic autonomy: India will make caveated
statements and will not be pressured by either party. In that sense, India’s indirect support to the
Russian position is not a product of Russian pressure but the result of a desire to safeguard its own
interests.

India and EU should not let divergence of views on some issues overwhelm the

convergence of views on other areas. Elaborate. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Moderate

Reference: Insights on India

Why this question:

The question is part of the static syllabus (Revision) of General studies paper — 2 and mentioned as
part of Mission-2023 Secure timetable.

Key Demand of the question:

To write about the need for great cooperation between India-EU in critical areas and ways to achieve
it.

Directive word:

Elaborate — Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts.
Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Start with brief background of the context of the question.

Body:

Explain first that after limited economic gains from its FTAs with Asian partners, India is reassessing
its FTA options. While a good beginning has been made with the UK, India must also renegotiate with
the EU—the bloc is very important for India as far as trade relations are concerned, and an FTA with
the EU is, thus, based on sound reasoning.
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Discuss that FTAs need to be designed in a manner that they enhance complementarities amongst
partners and overcome regulatory hurdles that inhibit trade. Account for potential of India —EU trade
relations.

Present the challenges before India in realizing this potential.

Conclusion:

Suggest way forward and conclude.

Introduction

India-EU relationship dates back to 1960s when India was the first country to establish relationship
with European economic union which later evolved into common market -European union. For more
than a decade, the EU and India partnership had been slow-moving and fragmented, struggling to
maintain momentum. India was acknowledged as a strategic partner in 2004. But seventeen years
on there is still no mutually agreed set of clear priorities. The EU-India relationship fails to
acknowledge each partner’s individual realities. Today’s changed circumstances provide the two
sides with a new set of opportunities to move forward on the long-stalled agenda of stronger ties
between India and European Union.

While India celebrates its 75th year of Independence, it also celebrates 60 years of diplomatic
relations with the European Union (EU). A cooperation agreement signed in 1994 took the bilateral
relationship beyond trade and economic cooperation..

Body
Various facets of India-EU bilateral relations:
e Trade and Investment:

o The EU is India’s largest trading partner, accounting for 12.9% of India’s overall
trade. Further the trade in services have almost tripled in last decade.

o Overall, the EU is the second largest investor in India, with €70 billion of cumulative
FDI from April 2000 to March 2017, accounting for almost one quarter of all
investments flows into India.

e EU and India remain close partners in the G20 and have developed a regular macroeconomic
dialogue to exchange experience on economic policies and structural reforms.

e Energy Cooperation:EU — India Clean Energy and Climate Partnership.

e Research and Development:india, participates in international ITER fusion. India also
participates in research and innovation funding programme ‘Horizon 2020’

e Environment and Water:The EU and India also cooperate closely on the Indian Clean Ganga
initiative and deal with other water-related challenges in coordinated manner.

e Migration and mobility:The EU-India Common Agenda on Migration and Mobility (CAMM) is
a fundamental cooperation agreement between India and EU.

¢ Development cooperation:Over €150 million worth of projects are currently ongoing in
India.

India and the EU have been keen to maintain the momentum in their bilateral interactions due to
the opportunities
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e The EU wants to pivot away from China. It recently signed a Comprehensive Agreement on
Investment with China, which has drawn a lot of flak and its ratification has now been
suspended because of diplomatic tensions.

e The European Parliament remains overwhelmingly opposed to this deal after China imposed
sanctions on some of its members, in response to the EU imposing sanctions against China
for its treatment of the Uyghur Muslim minority in the Xinjiang region.

e With the EU being India’s largest trading partner and the second-largest export destination,
the economic logic of strong India-EU economic relations is self-evident.

e The virtual summit saw India and the EU launching an ambitious “connectivity partnership”
in digital, energy, transport, and people-to-people sectors, enabling the two to pursue
sustainable joint projects in regions spanning from Africa, Central Asia to the wider Indo-
Pacific.

e Exports to EU: India has an untapped export potential of $39.9 billion in the EU and Western
Europe. The top products with export potential include apparel, gems and jewellery,
chemicals, machinery, automobile, pharmaceuticals and plastic.

e India benefits from tariff preferences under the EU’s Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) for several of these products.

e Infact, India is among the major beneficiaries of the EU’s GSP, with exports under the GSP
valued at nearly $19.4 billion in 2019, accounting for nearly 37% of India’s merchandise
exports to the EU.

¢ New emerging world order after COVID-19:As EU seeks to move away from a global supply
chain that is overly dependent on China, India can emerge as its most natural ally.

e There is a significant untapped potential to expand India-EU bilateral trade relation through
an FTA.

e The FTA will deliver on enhancing India’s market access in key services.

e For this to happen, regulatory barriers in cross-border supply as well as provision of services
through temporary movement of professionals will need to be addressed.

Concerns in India-EU ties

e Stalled EU-India BTIA: It is being negotiated since 2007 and both sides have major
differences on crucial issues such as: —

o EU’s demands: significant duty cuts in automobiles, tax reduction on wines, spirits
etc, a strong intellectual property regime, relaxation in India’s data localisation
norms, protection to all its items with Geographical Indication etc.

o India’s demands: ‘Data secure’ status (important for India’s IT sector); Ease norms
on temporary movement of skilled workers, relaxation of Sanitary and Phytosanitary
(SPS) and Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) norms etc.

e Trade imbalance: India accounts for only 1.9% of EU total trade in goods in 2019, well
behind China (13.8%). Trade imbalance is expected to further increase with ratification of

e
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the European Union Vietnam Free Trade Agreement (EVFTA) and the EU-Vietnam
Investment Protection Agreement, which will make Indian exports less competitive.

e India’s perception of EU:It views EU primarily as a trade bloc, preferring bilateral
partnerships with Member States for all political and security matters. This is evident from
lack of substantive agreements on matters such as regional security and connectivity.

e Brexit:ltis unclear how U.K.’s withdrawal from EU will affect India’s relation with EU as
whole.

¢ Human Rights concerns of EU: The European Parliament was critical of both the Indian
government’s decision to scrap Jammu and Kashmir’s special status in 2019 and the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act.

Way Forward

e To translate their common values into common action, EU and India in can work in third
countries to consolidate democratic processes and build capacities of transitioning regimes
through strengthening electoral and parliamentary institutions.

e EU can collaborate with India to facilitate connectivity and infrastructure projects in third
countries, particularly smaller states in South Asia that often fall prey to power politics and
fiscal instability resulting from China’s loans and political influence as part of its BRI.

e Thus, as highlighted by EU strategy on India, adopted in 2018, India EU should take their
relations beyond “trade lens”, recognizing their important geopolitical, strategic
convergence.

India’s Indo-Pacific strategy works in tandem with its Act East Policy, with ASEAN
Centrality as its basis. Discuss its significance and limitations for India. (250 words)

Difficulty level: Tough

Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India

Why the question:

On August 8, 1967, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) was formed in Bangkok. Its
founding members were Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore, and Philippines. Many
commentators have pointed out that South Asia has important lessons to learn from ASEAN.

Key Demand of the question:

To understand the role of strategic partnership with ASEAN and its mutual benefits and limitations
for both sides.

Directive word:

Discuss — This is an all-encompassing directive — you must debate on paper by going through the
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for
and against arguments.

Structure of the answer:

Introduction:

Begin by mentioning the historic engagement of India-ASEAN relationship.

Body:

Bring out the importance of geographical proximity of the ASEAN countries and its strategic, security
and economic implications to India. Also mention about the sociocultural dynamics, mobilisation of
group level funds and promotion of domestic infrastructure projects based on few examples.

Next, write about the inter-link between India’s Indo-Pacific strategy works in tandem with its Act
East Policy.
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Next, write about the implications of the above on India.

Conclusion:

Conclude by stating that a good relation with ASEAN nations is crucial for India, in order for India to
look beyond its neighbours, in its global diplomatic journey.

Introduction

Under the AEP, the India-Japan strategic partnership has been lifted to an entirely new level,
underscoring the importance of Indo- Pacific cooperation. India believes in an Indo-Pacific that is
free, open and inclusive, and one that is founded upon a cooperative and collaborative rules-based
order. ASEAN’s centrality remains the abiding contemporary characteristic of the Indo-Pacific at the
regional level.

India has placed the Indo-Pacific at the heart of its engagement with the countries of south,
southeast and east Asia to counter China.

Body
India’s of strategic partnership with ASEAN

e India’s relationship with ASEAN is a key pillar of her foreign policy and the foundation of Act
East Policy. India and ASEAN already have 25 years of Dialogue Partnership, 15 years of
Summit Level interaction and 5 years of Strategic Partnership with ASEAN.

e Economic Cooperation: ASEAN is India’s fourth largest trading partner.India’s trade with
ASEAN stands at approx. 10.6% of India’s overall trade.

o India’s export to ASEAN stands at 11.28% of our total exports. The ASEAN-India Free
Trade Area has been completed.

o ASEAN India-Business Council (AIBC) was set up in 2003 to bring key private sector
players from India and the ASEAN countries on a single platform.

e Socio-Cultural Cooperation:Programmes to boost People-to-People Interaction with ASEAN,
such as inviting ASEAN students to India, Special Training Course for ASEAN diplomats,
Exchange of Parliamentarians, etc.

e Delhi Declaration: To identify Cooperation in the Maritime Domain as the key area of
cooperation under the ASEAN-India strategic partnership.

e Delhi Dialogue:Annual Track 1.5 event for discussing politico-security and economic issues
between ASEAN and India.

e ASEAN-India Centre (AIC):To undertake policy research, advocacy and networking activities
with organizations and think-tanks in India and ASEAN.

Linkages between India’s Indo-Pacific strategy and Act East Policy

e Political Security Cooperation:india places ASEAN at the centre of its Indo-Pacific vision of
Security and Growth for All in the Region.

e Act East consequently represents the securitization of India’s eastward engagement, reflects
a wider scope that encompasses the Indo-Pacific region, and heralds a greater urgency.
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o Itis meant to preserve a favourable balance of power by ensuring a free, open, and
inclusive Indo-Pacific.

¢ The Indo-Pacific region is also highly heterogeneousin terms of economic size and level of
development.

o There are significant differences in security establishments and resources.

o More than tariff barriers, the non-tariff measures (NTMs) act as a major impediment
to trade in this region.

o Strengthening of India’s relationship with ASEAN also implies strengthening of the
foundation of Indo-Pacific.

¢ Indo-pacific was inherently a construct to counter Chinese aggressionin the region, aided
by USA and other nations. Without ASEAN, it will fall short of its objectives as many ASEAN
nations have disputes with China regarding South China sea and disputed islands.

e A greater cooperation with ASEAN under Act East and Indo-pacific can lead to rebalancing of
relations in Asia.

Challenges remain

¢ The Quad does not inspire confidence because of its long history of differences and the slow
development of its security orientation.

e Perhaps that was also one of the reasons for thecreation of AUKUS, a kind of supplementary
arrangement to inspire more confidence and message the US intent of relying on a plethora
of relationships that it enjoys.

e Asean is unable to understand the nature of the relationship between India and
China which brings close economic cooperation between the two giants and yet amassive
trust deficit.

o Sino-Indian relations remain a bugbear for Asean.

o Except for the Singapore think tanks which find a fair presence of Indian
intelligentsia, the other Asean nations do not have the benefit of listening to and
constantly appreciating the Indian standpoint on the relationship between India and
China.

e Asean is not convinced by India’s exit from theRegional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) after eight long years of negotiation.

o India was always convinced that its interests were not served because it would get
swamped by Chinese exports and upset the already tenuous trade deficit.

Conclusion

ASEAN centrality would be a major driving force for speeding up cooperation within the Indo-Pacific.
India will continue to play a key role in stabilising and fostering co-operation in the region. The Indo-
Pacific would not only strengthen economic relations, but would, also enhance regional capacities
while dealing with the region’s complex security challenges.
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