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Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and 

Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

India’s age-old dictum of ‘Atithi Devo Bhava’ can be realised by the draft National 

Tourism Policy 2022 which can lead to sustainable, responsible and inclusive tourism 

in line with our civilisational ethos. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu , Business Standard  
Why the question: 
Earlier this month, the Dhauladhar ranges in the Himalayas were the setting for a gathering of State 
Tourism Ministers — a first-of-its-kind meeting to discuss, debate and deliberate on modes and 
mechanisms to develop tourism in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the potential of national tourism policy in promoting tourism in the country. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
First, write about the India’s ‘Atithi Devo Bhava’ policy – its meaning and present-day relevance. 
Next, mention the major features draft National Tourism Policy 2022 and what it seeks to achieve 
with regards to promoting tourism. Write its potential and limitations. 
Next, write about the various measures that are needed to promote sustainable, responsible and 
inclusive tourism in the country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
Introduction 

Sustainable tourism is defined by the UN Environment Program and UN World Tourism Organization 

as “tourism that takes full account of its current and future economic, social and environmental 

impacts, addressing the needs of visitors, the industry, the environment and host communities.” 

  

Body 

Draft National Tourism Policy 
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• Framework: Draft on National Tourism Policy 2022 aims at improving the framework 

conditions for tourism development in the country. 

o Supporting tourism industries, strengthening tourism support functions and 

developing tourism sub-sectors. 

o Impetus to digitalisation, innovation and technology through the National Digital 

Tourism Mission and skilling through the Tourism and Hospitality Sector Skill 

Mission. 

o The policy also gives a special impetus to private sector participation through public-

private-partnerships (PPP) 

• Guiding Principles : Promoting sustainable, responsible and inclusive tourism in line with our 

civilisational ethos From Gautama to Gandhi, India has always spoken about the inherent 

need to live harmoniously with nature and within our means. 

o The National Green Tourism Mission aims at institutionalising green approach. 

Tourism potential in India 

• Employement generation: India has huge tourism potential. If capitalised properly it can 

emerge as one of the leading sectors to contribute to GDP and also has the potential to 

augment employment. 

• The Pandemic cost and recovery: The pandemic has caused conspicuous losses for this 

sector but over the past few months, all the major tourism indices such as domestic air 

passenger traffic, hotel occupancy and tourist footfalls have shown signs of recovery and are 

going back to pre-pandemic levels. 

• Short term estimate: By 2024, in short term the country is estimated to contribute USD 150 

billion to the GDP from tourism, USD 30 billion in Foreign Exchange earnings and can get 15 

million foreign tourist arrivals.. 

• Medium term by 2030: It is estimated to grow at seven to nine per cent Compound Annual 

Growth Rate in the coming decade. In the medium term, that is 2030, the tourism-related 

goals are USD 250 billion GDP contribution; 137 million jobs, 56 million foreign tourist 

arrivals and USD 56 billion in foreign exchange earnings. 

• Visionary schemes: The visionary schemes like Swadesh Darshan or Dekho Apna Desh have 

the potential to increase tourism value while maintaining cultural integrity and ecological 

sustainability of the places. 

• Dekho Apna Desh: Dekho apna desh rolled out in 2020 envisages encouraging domestic 

tourism, urging people to visit places in India. India is a land of rich cultural heritage 

  

Conclusion 

If the goal of positioning of India as one of the world’s best tourism destinations by 2047, there is 

need to integrate various schemes of different ministries. Need to involve various stakeholders, and 

local communities; necessary interventions at urban and rural level should be a priority. 
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Value addition 

Types of tourism 

• Domestic tourism: Refers to activities of a visitor within their country of residence and 

outside of their home (e.g. a Indian visiting other parts of India) 

• Inbound tourism: Refers to the activities of a visitor from outside of country of residence (e.g. 

a Spaniard visiting Britain). 

• Outbound tourism: Refers to the activities of a resident visitor outside of their country of 

residence (e.g. an Indian visiting an overseas country). 

 

Durga Puja was included in UNESCO’s ‘Representative List of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage of Humanity’ last year. But like most major festivals, Durga Puja is not just a 

cultural extravaganza; it is also an economic lifeline. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
There is added enthusiasm in the celebration of Kolkata’s Durga Puja after its inclusion as the 14th 
entry from India in UNESCO’s ‘Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity’ last 
December. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain sea floor spreading and its relation with global warming. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
First, write about the cultural significance of Durga Puja – its origins, evolution, nature of celebration 
etc. 
Next, write about the economic importance of the festival of Durga Puja – festivity, artistry, culture, 
entertainment, shopping, and food and drink. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
  

Introduction 

UNESCO’s List of Intangible Cultural Heritage is a coveted list is made up of those intangible 

heritage elements that help demonstrate diversity of cultural heritage and raise awareness about 

its importance. The list was established in 2008 when the Convention for Safeguarding of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage came into effect. 

According to unesco.org, “cultural heritage does not end at monuments and collections of objects. It 

also includes traditions or living expressions inherited from our ancestors and passed on to our 

descendants, such as oral traditions, performing arts, social practices, rituals, festive events, 

knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe or the knowledge and skills to produce 

traditional crafts”. 
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Body 

About Durga Puja 

• Durga Puja in Kolkata, one of largest cultural carnivals and street art festival of the country, 

recently received an important international recognition by making it to UNESCO’s 

Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 

• Durga Puja is a classic fusion of religion and culture, regarded with a lot of pride and 

celebrated predominantly by the Bengali community. 

• During this time, intricately-designed clay models of the Goddess are worshipped in 

‘pandals’ and pavilions where people get together. 

• Folk music, culinary, craft, and performing arts traditions are a part of the celebration. 

Durga Puja as an economic lifeline 

• Durga Puja is a gigantic event and an opportunity for millions to earn their livelihood. People 

spend generously by shopping, eating out and travelling. 

• A 2013 ASSOCHAM study estimated the size of the Durga Puja industry at ₹25,000 

crore, around 3.7% of West Bengal’s GDP at that time. And it projected a compound annual 

growth rate (CAGR) of about 35%, which was much higher than that of West Bengal’s GDP. 

• A recent British Council study focused on 10 creative industries and indicated that a 

₹32,377 crore creative economy, accounting for 2.58% of the State GDP, was generated 

during the 2019 Durga Puja in West Bengal. 

• In the Economic Weekly article, Puja sales were portrayed as one of the most reliable 

criteria for gauging the incomes of the people, although statisticians and economists might 

prefer other sophisticated indices. Today, a ‘K’-shaped post-pandemic economic recovery is 

envisaged by different experts. 

Conclusion 

Durga Puja in West Bengal is a cultural extravaganza unmatched in the scale at which it is organised. 

There are about 36,000 registered community Durga Pujas in West Bengal and 2,500 community 

Pujas in Kolkata. 

Families across generations have been involved round the year in idol-making, lighting and 

illumination, crafts and designs for Durga Puja. The festival is the sole source of earnings across the 

year for many families. 

India’s age-old dictum of ‘Atithi Devo Bhava’ can be realised by the draft National 

Tourism Policy 2022 which can lead to sustainable, responsible and inclusive tourism 

in line with our civilisational ethos. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu , Business Standard  
Why the question: 
Earlier this month, the Dhauladhar ranges in the Himalayas were the setting for a gathering of State 
Tourism Ministers — a first-of-its-kind meeting to discuss, debate and deliberate on modes and 
mechanisms to develop tourism in India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To write about the potential of national tourism policy in promoting tourism in the country. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
First, write about the India’s ‘Atithi Devo Bhava’ policy – its meaning and present-day relevance. 
Next, mention the major features draft National Tourism Policy 2022 and what it seeks to achieve 
with regards to promoting tourism. Write its potential and limitations. 
Next, write about the various measures that are needed to promote sustainable, responsible and 
inclusive tourism in the country. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
 

Introduction 

According to UNICEF, early childhood is defined as the period from conception through eight years 

of age. Early childhood care and education (ECCE) is more than preparation for primary school. It 

aims at the holistic development of a child’s social, emotional, cognitive and physical needs in order 

to build a solid and broad foundation for lifelong learning and wellbeing. Target 4.2 of SDG 4 aims 

that by 2030, to ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood development, 

care and pre-primary education. 

Body 

Need for ECCE 

• Early childhood is a time of remarkable growth with brain development at its peak. 

• It is crucial to the overall development of children, with impacts on their learning and even 

earning capabilities throughout their lifetimes. 

• Over 85% of a child’s cumulative brain development occurs prior to the age of 6, indicating 

the critical importance of appropriate care and stimulation of the brain in a child’s early 

years for healthy brain development and growth. 

• In a recent study by the Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy, 45% of the 650+ households surveyed 

in urban Maharashtra reported that they prioritise their older child’s education over ECE. 

• Studies have found that the act of making conversation with your child in the early years 

has significant gains on language skills they develop. 

• It is, therefore of the utmost importance that every child has access to quality early 

childhood care and education (ECCE). 

Benefits of ECCE 

• The overall aim of ECCE will be to attain optimal outcomes in the domains of physical 

and motor development, cognitive development, socio-emotional-ethical development, 

cultural/artistic development, and the development of communication and early language, 

literacy, and numeracy. 

• It also includes a focus on developing social capacities, sensitivity, good behaviour, courtesy, 

ethics, personal and public cleanliness, teamwork and cooperation. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/social-justice/issues-related-to-education-sector/early-childhood-care-and-education/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 11 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

• These years lay the foundations for her/ his learning and holistic development. 

• Children will be better prepared for primary school and will reach better education 

outcomes. 

• Quality ECCE also helps reduce repetition and drop-out rates. 

• Positive outcomes are even more pronounced among children from vulnerable groups. 

• It helps promote human resource development, gender equality and social cohesion, and to 

reduce the costs for later remedial programmes. 

• An overview of 56 studies across 23 countries found impacts on health, education, cognitive 

ability, and emotional development. 

Challenges associated with institutionalising ECCE in India 

• One of the major issues of ECCE is the unavailability of trained teachers. 

• Only 12.7% schools comply with the law’s requirements, and at the pace seen since RTE 

became law in 2010, it will take decades to achieve full coverage. 

• Anganwadis are currently quite deficient in supplies and infrastructure for education. 

• As a result, they tend to contain more children in the 2-4 year age range and fewer in the 

educationally critical 4-6 year age range. 

• Anganwadis also have few teachers trained in or specially dedicated to early childhood 

education. 

• Private pre-schools often consist of formal teaching and rote memorisation with limited 

play-based learning. 

• Poor financial support to education has thwarted the progress, for instance, only 2.7% of 

GDP was alloted in 2017-18. 

• A 2017 study by the Ambedkar University showed that “a significant proportion of children 

in India who completed pre-primary education, public or private, did not have the needed 

school readiness competencies when they joined primary school. 

  

Conclusion 

The proposal to extend RTE’s scope to younger children through early childhood education is, 

however, wholly positive. The move suggested in the draft National Education Policy to put children 

three years and older in a stimulating nursery environment is a welcome logical measure. Education 

reform is vital to prepare for a future in which cutting-edge skills will be necessary for continued 

economic progress. Changes to the RTE Act that will prepare all children for a more productive 

schooling phase can help make India’s educational system morally fair and more egalitarian. 

  

Value addition 

Draft NEP and ECCE 
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• The draft National Education Policy (NEP) developed by a committee chaired by K. 

Kasturirangan was shared for public comment. 

• The NEP proposal to infuse the existing child development schemes, which are primarily 

nutrition-oriented, with a learning component is in line with this thinking on holistic 

development. 

• The Policy projecting an expansion of the Right to Education Act to cover the three years of 

preschool before Class 1. 

• It suggests a new integrated curricular framework for 3 to 8-year olds with a flexible system 

based on play, activity and discovery, and beginning exposure to three languages from age 3 

onwards. 

• The policy aims to provide High-quality early childhood care and education for all children 

between the ages of three and six by 2025. 

• This will be done within schools and anganwadis, which will take care of the overall well-

being of the child. 

• These institutions will also provide similar support to families for children younger than three 

years of age—within their homes. 

• This policy will result in a massive positive multiplier effect on society. 

 

The development of science and technology in ancient India can offer wisdom and key 

insights to present day scientific advancements. Examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: The Hindu , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
The Indian Space Research Organisation, along with the Ministry of Science and Technology (MoST), 
is set to organise a two-day conference themed ‘Akash Tatva’ (the element Akash) in Dehradun that, 
according to Science Minister Jitendra Singh, would expose “youth of India to the wisdoms of ancient 
science along with modern scientific advancements”. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the contributions of Ancient India to science and technology and the present-day 
learnings from it. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Briefly explain about India’s ancient and medieval of development in science. 
Body: 
Explain that one of the oldest civilizations in the world, the Indian civilization has a strong tradition of 
science and technology. Ancient India was a land of sages and seers as well as a land of scholars and 
scientists. India was actively contributing to the field of science and technology centuries long before 
modern laboratories were set up. Mention a few examples. 
Next, mention the major contributions of science and technology in the ancient India. 
Next, write about what we can learn from the successes and limitations of ancient science and 
technology. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude with significance and relevance of such discoveries and inventions even in today’s times. 
 Introduction 

India has a rich heritage of science and technology. The dependence on nature could be 

overcome by developments in science. In ancient India, religion and science worked in close 

proximity. India belongs to one of the oldest civilized cultures with a long tradition in science and 

technology. Her history of science can be studied in a different context compared to that of other 

modern civilizations 

Body 

• Astronomy: Jyotishvedanga texts established systematic categories in astronomy but the more 

basic problem was handled by Aryabhatta (499 AD). His Aryabhattiya is a concise text containing 

121 verses. It contains separate sections on astronomical definitions, methods of determining 

the true position of the planets, description of the movement of the sun and the moon and the 

calculation of the eclipses. 

• Mathematics: The town planning of Harappa shows that the people possessed a good 

knowledge of measurement and geometry. By third century AD mathematics developed as a 

separate stream of study. Indian mathematics is supposed to have originated from the 

Sulvasutras. 

o Brahmagupta’s Brahmasputa Siddhanta is the very first book that mentioned ‘zero’ as a 

number, hence, Brahmagupta is considered as the man who found zero. He gave rules 

of using zero with other numbers. 

o Aryabhatta discovered algebra and also formulated the area of a triangle, which led to 

the origin of Trignometry. 

• Medicine: From 600 BC began the period of rational sciences. Takshila and Varanasi emerged as 

centres of medicine and learning. The two important texts in this field are Charak 

Samhita by Charak and Sushrut Samhita by Sushruta. 

• Metallurgy: The vedic people were aware of fermenting grain and fruits, tanning leather and 

the process of dyeing. By the first century AD, mass production of metals like iron, copper, 

silver, gold and of alloys like brass and bronze were taking place. The iron pillar in the Qutub 

Minar complex is indicative of the high quality of alloying that was being done 

The development of science and technology in ancient India can offer wisdom and key insights to 

present day scientific advancements: 

• Ayurveda: The plants and herbs mentioned in Charaka Samhita is relevant even today and is the 

foundation of Ayurveda. 

o In the last few decades there has been growing interest in alternative forms of therapy 

globally. 

o There are attempts by biomedical and Ayurvedic researchers to correlate Ayurvedic 

understanding of the nature of disease with modern biomedical concepts 

• Yoga: Many western nations have adopted Yoga for mental and physical well-being. More 

research is being done in this regard. 
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o Yoga has been found to lessen symptoms of depression and anxiety, ease chronic back 

pain, lower stress levels, boost brain function and improve heart health. 

• Decimal system: What we use as the modern decimal system was compiled in its entirety in 

India. Although other cultures had introduced some features of the numeric system beforehand, 

it was completed in India by the 9th century AD. 

• Chandrasekhar Limit: Indian Nobel Prize-winning physicist Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar 

discovered the calculation used to determine the future of what would happen to a dying star. 

o If the star’s mass is less than the Chandrasekhar Limit it will shrink to become a white 

dwarf, and if it is great the star will explode, becoming a supernova. 

o It is said that he was influenced by ancient astronomical texts. 

• Physics and nuclear energy: The concept of atom can be traced to Acharya Kanad. Kanad 

founded the Vaisheshika school of philosophy where he taught his ideas about the atom and the 

nature of the universe. Today India is one of the few countries that possesses nuclear 

technology. 

Conclusion 

As illustrated above, modern sciences that exists today in India and elsewhere has roots to the 

ancient scientific past of India. Many advancements in fields of science and technology can be traced 

to the basic foundational knowledge that exists in India. In medieval times, this knowledge was 

disseminated through translation of ancient Indian books by Arabs and Persians. Such developments 

are believed to have taken India’s wisdom to Europe and other western nations. 

Ancient and medieval India are full of remarkable precedents in water conservation 

techniques. Discuss with examples.  (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
There are several examples — in water management for instance — of how our ancestors showed 
they were part of a super generation. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the development of water conservation techniques during ancient and medieval India. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
First, write about the development and progress of water conservation techniques in the ancient 
India – from Harappan water harvesting to post-Gupta structures such as Ghatiyantra etc. 
Substantiate with examples. 
First, write about the development and progress of water conservation techniques in the Medieval 
India – during Sultanate, Mughal period, Chola and the Vijayanagar period. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising and their relevance in the present-day. 
Introduction 
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Ancient Indians understood the art of water governance. Most of India’s traditional water 

management has been at the community level; relying upon diverse, imaginative and effective 

methods for harvesting, storing, and managing rainfall, runoff and stream flow.  Many Indian cities, 

including Delhi and Bangalore, face a water crisis, especially that of freshwater. A World Bank study 

puts the plight of the country in perspective: 163 million Indians lack access to safe drinking water; 

210 million Indians lack access to improved sanitation; 21% of communicable diseases are linked to 

unsafe water. 

Body 

Traditional water conservation methodologies in Ancient & Medieval times 

• Archaeological evidence shows that the practice of water conservation is deep rooted in the 

science of ancient India.  

• Excavations show that the cities of the Indus Valley Civilisation had excellent systems of water 

harvesting and drainage. The settlement of Dholavira, laid out on a slope between two storm 

water channels, is a great example of water engineering.  

• Chanakya’s Arthashashtra mentions irrigation using water harvesting systems.  

• Sringaverapura, near Allahabad, had a sophisticated water harvesting system that used the 

natural slope of the land to store the floodwaters of the river Ganga. 

• When Kempegowda began to work on his dream city of Bengaluru, his mother only had two 

pieces of advice — ‘ Keregalam Kattu, and Marangalam Nedu (Build lakes, plant trees’).  

• The Pallavas had a separate body for lake management called the “ Eri Varyam”.  

• King Rudradaman of Junagadh, Gujarat, spent all of his personal fortune repairing the 

embankments of lake Sudarshana when it was destroyed in a cloud burst.  

• The Rani Ki Vav (or the queen’s stepwell) in Gujarat was built by queen Udayamati which some 

say was in memory of King Bhimdev — also a symbol of love, wherein a heritage structure 

quenches the thirst of millions. 

• The illustrious Karikala Chola created the great anicut of Kallanai (Tamil Nadu), one of the oldest 

water regulatory structures and a heritage irrigation structure that is still in use today. 

• Raja Raja Chola I built over 5,000 dams and set up a water ministry. Some such as the 

Uyyakondan channel (985-1013 AD) are still functional. 

Other traditional water conservation structures: 

• Katta: 

▪ Katta is a temporary structure made by binding mud and loose stones available locally. 

Built across small streams and rivers, this stone bund slows the flow of water, and stores a 

large amount (depending upon its height) during the dry months.  

▪ The collected water gradually seeps into ground and increase the water level of nearby 

wells. In coastal areas, they also minimize the flow of fresh water into the sea. 
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▪ It is a cost effective and simple method, used widely in rural areas. Series of stone bunds 

built one behind the other have proved to be more effective than modern concrete dams 

in some villages, as these local structures can be easily repaired by farmers themselves. 

• These water soak pits called as Madakas in Karnataka, Pemghara in Odisha and Johads in 

Rajasthan, are one of the oldest systems used to conserve and recharge ground water. Water 

from Johads is still been widely used by farmers to irrigate fields in many parts of India. In fact, 

the arid state of Rajasthan has seen a drastic improvement in water conservation due to the 

revival of Johads 

• Bawaris are unique stepwells that were once a part of the ancient networks of water storage in 

the cities of Rajasthan. The little rain that the region received would be diverted to man-made 

tanks through canals built on the hilly outskirts of cities. 

▪ The water would then percolate into the ground, raising the water table and recharging a 

deep and  intricate network of aquifers. 

• In Himachal Pradesh, kuhls(surface water channels) have been used since ancient times to carry 

glacial waters from rivers and streams into valley fields. These kuhls need to be desilted and 

fortified to prevent them from breaking during torrential rainfall. 

• Jhalaras are typically rectangular-shaped stepwells that have tiered steps on three or four sides. 

These stepwells collect the subterranean seepage of an upstream reservoir or a lake. Jhalaras 

were built to ensure easy and regular supply of water for religious rites, royal ceremonies and 

community use. The city of Jodhpur has eight jhalaras, the oldest being the Mahamandir Jhalara 

that dates back to 1660 AD. 

• Ahar Pynes are traditional floodwater harvesting systems indigenous to South Bihar. Ahars are 

reservoirs with embankments on three sides that are built at the end of diversion channels like 

pynes. Pynes are artificial rivulets led off from rivers to collect water in the ahars for irrigation in 

the dry months.  Paddy cultivation in this relatively low rainfall area depends mostly on ahar 

pynes. 

• Another effective traditional water management system is bamboo drip irrigation, practiced in 

the tribal pockets of the Khasi and Jaintia hills of Meghalaya. In this, a network of bamboo 

pipes of varying diameters, lengths and positioning is used to harvest water from hill springs or 

streams. This can be adopted on a larger scale wherever possible. 

• Nagaland’s Zabo is also a great way of collecting run-off in community tanks/ponds. Rainwater 

that falls on forested hilltops is led by channels that deposit it in pond-like structures created on 

the terraced hillsides. The channels also pass through cattle yards, collecting the dung and urine 

of animals, before ultimately meandering into fields at the foot of the hill. 

Role of traditional water conservation structures in India at present: 

• Ecologically safe engineering marvels of water conservation have existed in India for nearly 

1,500 years, including traditional systems of water harvesting, such as the bawari, jhalara, nadi, 

tanka, and khadin. 

• They continue to remain viable and cost-effective alternatives for replenishing depleted 

groundwater aquifers.  
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• With government support, they could be revived, upgraded and productively combined with 

modern rainwater-saving techniques such as anicuts, percolation tanks, injection wells and 

subsurface barriers. This may be a far more sustainable approach to alleviating the water 

scarcity crisis across India. 

• The basic concept underlying all these techniques is that rain should be harvested whenever and 

wherever it falls. 

Conclusion 

These ecologically safe traditional systems are viable and cost-effective alternatives to rejuvenate 

India’s depleted water resources. Productively combining these structures with modern rainwater-

saving techniques, such as percolation tanks, injection wells and subsurface barriers, could be the 

answer to India’s perennial water woes. 

Evaluate the role of UNESCO in promoting world peace through international 

cooperation in arts and culture. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
UNESCO has to combine swadeshi and swaraj to create new cultures of peace. A culture bereft of 
peace is no longer democratic. A reinvented UNESCO is part of the Satyagraha of the future. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write evaluate the role of UNESCO in protection and promotion arts and culture. 
Directive word:  
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence.  You must appraise the worth of 
the statement in question. There is scope for forming an opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing about the aims and objectives of UNESCO 
Body: 
First, write about achievements of UNESCO in promoting and protection art and culture of India. Give 
various projects and missions undertaken by UNESCO. Give examples to substantiate. 
Next, write about the shortcomings of the UNESCO and ways to overcome them. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
  

 Introduction 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization is a specialized agency of the 

United Nations (UN) based in Paris. Its declared purpose is to contribute to peace and security by 

promoting international collaboration through educational, scientific, and cultural reforms in order 

to increase universal respect for justice, the rule of law, and human rights along with fundamental 

freedom proclaimed in the United Nations Charter. It is the successor of the League of Nations‘ 

International Committee on Intellectual Cooperation. 

Body 

Objectives of UNESCO 
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• It promotes intellectual co-operation and mutual understanding of peoples through all 

means of mass communication; 

• Gives fresh impulse to popular education and to the spread of culture; 

• Maintains, increases and diffuses knowledge; 

• Encourages scientific research and training; 

• Apply sciences to ensure human development and the rational management of natural 

resources. 

• Attaining quality education for all and lifelong learning 

• Mobilizing science knowledge and policy for sustainable development 

• Addressing emerging social and ethical challenges 

• Fostering cultural diversity, intercultural dialogue and a culture of peace 

• Building inclusive knowledge societies through information and communication 

• Focuses on global priority areas – “Africa” and “Gender Equality”. 

Roles and responsibilities 

• Education transforms livesis at the heart of UNESCO’s mission to build peace, eradicate 

poverty and drive sustainable development. 

o The Organization is the only United Nations agencywith a mandate to cover all 

aspects of education. 

o It has been entrusted to lead the Global Education 2030 Agendathrough Sustainable 

Development Goal – 4. 

• Protecting Our Heritage and Fostering Creativity: It is becoming a fact that no development 

can be sustainable without a strong culture component. 

o UNESCO has adopted a three-pronged approachto make culture takes it rightful 

place in development strategies and processes: 

o Spearheads worldwide advocacyfor culture and development. 

o Engages with the international communityto set clear policies and legal frameworks 

o Works on the ground to support governments and local stakeholdersto safeguard 

heritage, strengthen creative industries and encourage cultural pluralism. 

• Science for a Sustainable Future: Science equips us to find solutions to today’s acute 

economic, social and environmental challenges and to achieving sustainable development 

and greener societies. 

o UNESCO works to assist countries to invest in Science, Technology and Innovation 

(STI),to develop national science policies, to reform their science systems and to 

build capacity to monitor and evaluate performance through STI indicators. 

• World Heritage Convention and List: World Heritage Convention –1972links together the 

concepts of nature conservation and the preservation of cultural properties. 
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o The Convention defines the kind of natural or cultural sites (World Heritage Sites) 

which can be considered for inscription on the World Heritage List. 

o The States Parties of convention are encouraged to integrate the protection of the 

cultural and natural heritage into regional planning programmes, set up staff and 

services at their sites, undertake scientific and technical conservation research. 

o It explains how the World Heritage Fundis to be used and managed. 

India and UNESCO 

• India has been a founder memberof UNESCO, having ratified UNESCO’s Constitution on 4th 

November, 1946, while still under colonial rule 

o Further, India has played a leadership rolein supporting the implementation of the 

priorities of UNESCO in its different agendas relating to education, science and 

culture 

• India has been continuously re-electedto the UNESCO Executive Board since 1946 

o Recently, India won the re-election to the executive board of the UN’s cultural and 

education organisation for the 2021-25 term 

• India iscurrently a member of 19 of its UNESCO’s Conventions, including those on natural 

and cultural heritage, education, and intellectual property rights. 

o Among the more recent ratifications include the Convention of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage in 2003, the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity 

of Cultural Expressions in 2005and the Convention Against Doping in Sports in 

2005 

  

Conclusion 

UNESCO’s mission is to contribute to the building of a culture of peace, the eradication of poverty, 

sustainable development and intercultural dialogue through education, the sciences, culture, 

communication and information. 

UNESCO works to create the conditions for dialogue among civilizations, cultures and peoples, based 

upon respect for commonly shared values. It is through this dialogue that the world can achieve 

global visions of sustainable development encompassing observance of human rights, mutual 

respect and the alleviation of poverty, all of which are at the heart of UNESCO’s mission and 

activities. 

Considering the unique features of Indian arts, we must not just sustain these art 

traditions but build on them. Examine. (250) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
Recently, a dedicated report of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Education (2021–22) has 
very elaborately discussed issues in arts education and given some important recommendations. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the need to building upon the rich heritage of Indian arts. 
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Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give the context of rich Indian arts. 
Body: 
First, write about unique features of Indian arts in detail and its rich cultural legacy since time 
immemorial. 
Next, write about the need to shift from sustaining these art forms to build on them to ensure they 
remain of source of livelihood, provide opportunities etc. Suggest steps to do the same. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
  

Introduction 

India has a vast basket of living and diverse cultural traditions, traditional expressions, intangible 

cultural heritage comprising masterpieces which need institutional support and encouragement with 

a view to addressing areas critical for the survival and propagation of these forms of cultural 

heritage. Preserving our heritage is enshrined as a Fundamental Duty in our Constitution. 

Body 

Unique features of Indian Arts 

• Traditionally, fine arts, performing arts, and visual arts have played a significant role in 

setting agendas and shaping narratives. 

• More importantly, with an increasingly frightening spectre of the flattening of the world, it is 

these disciplines of knowledge that help any society retain its cultural identity. 

• In the context of India, it is an undeniable fact that a plethora of rich and colourful art 

traditions have made this great nation stand apart from the rest. 

• All our major dance traditions and our music—both vocal and instrumental—have 

traditionally been seen as dedicated to the worship of gods and goddesses. 

• They essentially have a spiritual foundation. 

• While the importance of STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) cannot 

be undermined, it is the education of different arts that plays a major role in creative 

thinking. 

Ways to sustain the art traditions of India 

• Strengthening Legislations and Initiatives: 

o The Antiquity Act of 1947, Antiquities and Art Treasures Act of 1972 particularly provide 

for the prevention of smuggling and illegally dealing in antiques. 

o Recent bill to amend The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 

which allowed construction within 100m of the protected monuments should be 

avoided. 
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o In 2015, the ministry launched an initiative of e-ticketing services in over 116 

monuments under the ASI and launched an initiative to digitise cultural resources. 

• Strengthening institutions: 

o The CAG report on Preservation and Conservation of Monuments and Antiques clearly 

indicates that the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) for this purpose needs to be more 

proactive and vigilant in its efforts and the ministry needs to develop an aggressive 

strategy for the same 

o Tapping of the Public —Private Partnership models for sustenance of Arts and Crafts. 

o Setting up at least one museum in each district with different chambers for visual and 

other forms of art, architecture, science, history and geography with regional flavour. 

o Artistes from the field of architecture, sculpture, painting, handicrafts, puppetry, music, 

dance, theatre, and literature will be graded by the Centre on the basis of their 

performance. 

• Cultural awareness: 

o Curriculum modification – Identification and inclusion of heritage as an asset in school, 

Open departments of Heritage management on the lines of Ahmedabad University 

o Introduction of a compulsory offline and online training for tourism purposes willing to 

undertake ventures. 

o Heritage depiction and promotion through immersive technology & augmented reality 

o Re-Classify heritage and announce awards for people with exceptional heritage sense. 

o Greater involvement of universities in schemes promoting arts and culture as well as 

inclusion of Fine Arts as a subject in universities. 

• Adaptive reuse of heritage sites: 

o Restoring the historical sites in the form of festivals and inducing festivity link 

perceptions. 

o Recognizing ‘cultural heritage tourism’ as an upcoming industry by building cultural 

resources with an adaptation of scientific and technological knowledge to local 

circumstances as well as forming partnerships between local and global bodies. 

Conclusion 

It is the duty of every citizen to value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture. The 

art and culture of our nation are a vast continuum, evolving incessantly since time immemorial. 

Naturally, preservation and conservation of India’s rich cultural heritage and promotion of all forms 

of art and culture, both tangible and intangible, including monuments and archaeological sites, 

anthropology and ethnology, folk and tribal arts, literature and handicrafts, performing art of music-

dance-drama and visual arts of paintings-sculpture-graphics is essential and assumes a lot of 

importance. 
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Harappan civilisation along with its remarkable features of architecture and town 

planning also has contributions towards India’s diverse maritime heritage. Elaborate. 

(250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday evening reviewed the construction of the National 
Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC) site at Gujarat’s Lothal via video conferencing. “There are many 
such tales of our history that have been forgotten,” the PM said. “Lothal was not only a major 
trading centre of the Indus Valley Civilisation, but it was also a symbol of India’s maritime power and 
prosperity 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write Harapan architecture, urban planning and maritime heritage of Harapan civilisation. 
Directive word:  
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by context about Harappan architecture. 
Body: 
First, write about various remarkable features of Harappan architecture and town planning – urban 
planning, baked brick houses, elaborate drainage systems, water supply systems etc. Cite examples. 
Next, write maritime features of Harappan towns and cities and how they have contributed towards 
India’s diverse maritime heritage. Cite examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
  

Introduction 

A flourishing civilisation emerged on the banks of river Indus in the second half of the third 

millennium BCE and spread across larger parts of Western India. A marked feature if this civilisation 

was the vivid imagination and artistic sensibilities. Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro were the two major 

cities if this civilisation. 

Body 

Background 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently reviewed the construction of the National Maritime 

Heritage Complex (NMHC) site at Gujarat’s Lothal via video conferencing. 

• “There are many such tales of our history that have been forgotten,” the PM said. 

• He added that Lothal was not only a major trading centre of the Indus Valley Civilisation, but 

it was also a symbol of India’s maritime power and prosperity 

Features of Indus Valley Civilization 

• Town planning Architecture 

o Layout: The town were laid out in a rectangular grid pattern and the roads ran in 

North-South and East-West direction cutting each other at right angles. 
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o Construction: The big roads divided the city into many blocks and smaller lanes were 

used to connect housed to the main roads. Harappan used burnt bricks of standard 

dimension for construction. 

o Types of buildings: Dwelling houses, public buildings and public baths are commonly 

found. 

o Planning: The city was divided into two parts. An upraised citadel in the western 

part was used for buildings of large dimensions, such as granaries, administrative 

buildings and courtyard. 

▪ The elite class stayed in the citadel part of the town. 

o Granaries had strategic air ducts and raised platforms for storage and protection 

from pests. Eg: The great granary in Mohenjo-Daro and 2 rows of 6 granaries in 

Harappa. 

• Public Baths: This is a remarkable feature of the civilisation which indicated the importance 

given to ritualistic cleansing in the culture. Eg: The Great Bath of Mohenjo-Daro 

o There are no cracks or leaks in the great bath which shows the engineering acumen 

of the Harappan people. 

• Drainage system: This is the most striking feature as small drains ran from small houses and 

were connected to larger drains running alongside the main roads. They were covered 

loosely to do periodic maintenance. Cesspits were placed at regular intervals. 

• Use of seals:Seals were primarily used for commercial purpose. They were mostly square 

and rectangle but circular and triangular were also used. 

o Some seals were used as amulets as well as they were found on dead bodies. 

o Pictographic script on seals have been found which might have been used for 

educational purposes. 

o Eg: Unicorn seal, Pashupathi seal made of Steatite. 

• Bronze casting: There was a wide scale practice of bronze casting. They were made using 

the lost wax technique or Cire Perdue. Eg: Bronze dancing girl of Mohenjo-Daro, broze bull 

of Kalibangan etc. 

• Pottery: There were plain and painted pottery (Red and Black pottery). They were mainly 

used for household purposes for storage, decorative purposesand some for straining liquor 

as they have perforations. 

• Jewellery and clothing: Both men and women wore ornaments like necklaces, fillets, 

armlets and finger rings. Girdles, anklets were worn only by women. 

o Beads made of amethyst, quartz, steatite etc were quite popular as was evident 

from excavation on Chanudaro and Lothal. 

o For fabric cotton and wool was used. Spindles and whorls were made from 

expensive faience as well as cheap clay. 

Maritime heritage 
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• Dockyard: 

o Lothal in Gujaratis now called Manchester of Indus-Valley. 

o Here ship remains and instruments for measuring angles were also found. 

o Lothal had the world’s earliest known dock, connecting the city to an ancient 

course of the Sabarmati river. 

o the National Institute of Oceanography in Goa discovered marine microfossils and 

salt, gypsum crystals at the site, indicating that sea water once filled the structure 

and it was definitely a dockyard. 

Conclusion 

The Indus valley civilization was the largest of all the four civilizations of the time and was 

contemporary to the Mesopotamian civilisation. The features of Indus-Valley such as the planned 

network of roads, houses and drainage systems indicate the planning and the engineering skills that 

developed during those times. 

Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until 

the present- significant events, personalities, issues. 

Defining colonialism, examine the social and economic impact of colonialism on India. 

(250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Live Mint , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
It was hardly surprising that when Queen Elizabeth II died on 8 September, chatter around the 
Kohinoor diamond immediately broke out in the context of how the British monarchy looted India. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about colonialism, its social and economic impact on India. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by defining colonialism. 
Body: 
First, write about the social impact of colonialism in India. Write both the positive and negative 
impacts witnessed in the society of colonial India. 
Next, write about the economic impact of colonialism in India. Write about the drain, the 
deindustrialisation, the economic stagnation as well positive impact of colonial rule. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a balanced opinion. 
  

Introduction 

Colonialism or colonization is the “the system or policy of a nation seeking to extend or retain its 

authority over other people or territories”. Colonialism implies domination of people’s life and 

culture. The main goal of colonialism is extraction of economic benefits from the colony. 

Body 

India and colonialism 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.livemint.com/opinion/columns/not-just-kohinoor-colonial-rule-bled-our-economy-in-worse-ways-11664297421314.html
https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-history/colonialism/social-and-economic-impact-of-colonialism-on-india/


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 25 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

• Vasco da Gama’s discovery of a new sea route to India in 1498 started the process of direct 

Indo-European commerce. 

• The Portuguese soon set up trading-posts in Goa, Daman, Diu and Bombay. 

• The next to arrive were the Dutch, the English and finally the French. 

• The internal conflicts among Indian Kingdoms, the technological superiority of Europeans 

and financial benefits of commerce enabled the European traders to gradually gain political 

and military influence and appropriate lands. 

• Although all European powers controlled various regions of southern and eastern India, 

ultimately they lost all their territories in India to the British, with the exception of the few 

outposts, like French of Pondichéry, the Dutch port in Travancore, and the Portuguese 

colonies of Goa, Daman, and Diu. 

  

Social and Economic impact of Colonialism 

• Deindustrialisation of markets: the effect on third world countries of social and economic 

change caused by skewed industrial revolution of first world countries. This led to rising 

unemployment in various sectors of economy of various nations. 

• Boost to Mercantilism: Mercantilism, in a way, was both the cause as well as the effect of 

colonialism. Mercantile economic policies were definitely an impetus for the start of 

colonization. But subsequently, the benefits due to colonial exploitation further reinforced 

the ideology of mercantile capitalism and augmented its spread across Europe. As a result, 

these countries saw very rapid increase in trade volume while colonies suffered 

proportionally. 

• Economic impact of colonialism is the ‘drain of wealth, led to control over production and 

trade, the exploitation of natural resources, and the improvement of infrastructure. 

• Political deprivation: No rights for Indians in political administration. Laws and regulations 

made for British welfare. Role of Indians in administration very miniscule. Decision regarding 

welfare of Indians taken by administrators in Britain. 

• Slave Trade: To effectively utilize the resources, colonizers needed immense amount of 

labour. During the initial years, the European settlers met labour requirements by enslaving 

the native populations. However, the decline in the native population led to importing slaves 

from Africa which emerged as a lucrative alternative. 

• Social inequality: Indians were treated as inferior compared to British. Interest and tradition 

of Indians were not respected. People forced to follow British social order and Indians not 

given due respect. Equality between Indians and British non-existent. 

• Columbian Exchange: The term Columbian Exchange refers to the widespread exchange of 

plants, animals, culture, human populations, technology, and ideas that occurred between 

the new world (Americas) and the Old World (Eurasia) in the 15th and 16th centuries, as a 

result of European colonization and trade. 
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Conclusion 

Thus colonialism denotes a set of unequal relationships between the colonial power and the colony, 

and often between the colonists and the indigenous population; relationships in which the colonists 

acquire benefits (disproportionally), at the expense of the local population. 

  

Value addition 

Factors that led to colonialism 

• Economic Consideration: The countries like England, France, Spain and Portugal established 

their colonies primarily for the economic benefits. 

• Mercantilism: The policy of Mercantilism was based on the premise that the economic 

development of the mother country (Metropolis) was most important and the colonies 

should be governed in such a way that they lead to the benefit of the mother country. 

• European Rivalry: The exploration and colonization was started by Spain and Portugal. 

Gradually, other countries like France and England also entered the race. Acquiring new 

colonies became a thing of national pride. Moreover, due to various economic benefits of 

colonization, a stage of ‘competitive colonialism’ started among the European powers. 

• To Spread Christianity: During the Age of Discovery; the Catholic Church started a major 

effort to spread Christianity in the New World by converting indigenous peoples. As such, the 

establishment of Christian missions went simultaneously with the colonizing efforts of 

European powers such as Spain, France and Portugal. 

• Push Factors: The enclosure movement, taking land out of cultivation and converting it into 

pastureland for sheep, was creating a surplus population. Sheep raising, more profitable 

than traditional agriculture, required fewer labourers. The new lands in America gave these 

unemployed a place to work. 

In the changing global situation and rising global issues, Gandhi’s vision may be the 

panacea for the planet. Critically examine. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Live Mint , The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Mahatma Gandhi was attentive of the fact that world peace is not possible without the spiritual 
growth of humanity. So far, the 22 years of the 21st century have not been peaceful. Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine represents the biggest threat to peace in the world since the end of the Cold War. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the importance and present day relevance of Gandhian thought and ideas as well as 
their limitations. 
Directive word:  
Critically examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we have to look into the topic (content words) in 
detail, inspect it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. 
While doing so we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
When ‘critically’ is suffixed or prefixed to a directive, one needs to look at the good and bad of the 
topic and give a fair judgment. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
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Begin by giving a brief orientation to Gandhian vision. 
Body: 
First, write about the key features of the Gandhian core philosophy. 
Next, write about the ways in which Gandhian ideals and teachings could be applied to present day 
global politics and they could be used to solve major global issues. Substantiate with examples. 
Next, write about the shortcomings of Gandhian philosophy. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising the importance of Gandhian philosophy. 
  

Introduction 

Gandhiji was a thinker, writer, public intellectual, political activist, political theorist and, above 

all, a philosopher who invented a new philosophical way of life. As a philosopher, he undoubtedly 

deserves to be ranked alongside the Buddha and Socrates. 

The Gandhian strategy is the combination of truth, sacrifice, non- violence, selfless service and 

cooperation. Gandhi was Indian lawyer, politician, social activist, and writer who moulded the 

character of the struggle for freedom in India, and impressed his own ideals upon the new governing 

class that came into power when the English went home. 

Body 

Gandhian principles and approach 

• Non-violence and Truth: These principles are needed more than ever. Truth can dispel hate 

speech, fake news that leads to mob lynching as seen in various cases. Non-violence on the 

other hand can prevent lynching and rising clashes between communities altogether such as 

the Delhi riots in February 2020. 

• Satyagraha: Gandhi ji called his overall method of nonviolent action Satyagraha. It means 

the exercise of the purest soul-force against all injustice, oppression and exploitation. It is a 

method of securing rights by personal suffering and not inflicting injury on others. 

o Instances of Republic Day violence by farmer protests in 2021 would be avoided 

if Non-violent Satyagraha was adhered to as in the case of Non-cooperation and 

Civil disobedience movements during freedom struggle. 

• Trusteeship: Trusteeship is a socio-economic philosophy that was propounded by Gandhi ji. 

It provides a means by which the wealthy people would be the trustees of trusts that looked 

after the welfare of the people in general. 

o The dichotomy between rich and poor can be bridged if every individual considers 

himself are a trustee and helps those in need. 

Relevance in contemporary times 

• World Peace: Non-Violence is a key component of Gandhianism, which was the great 

weapon used by Gandhiji during the freedom movement of India against British Raj. 

o Perhaps the wars in current times such as Russia-Ukraine would not occur. 

• Gandhiji believed non-violence and tolerance require a great level of courage and patience. 

In a world that is moving through the phases of war marred by violence and terrorism, there 
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is a significant requirement of Gandhian idea of non-violence more and more today than the 

past days. 

• Classless Society: As the Caste system is still prevalent in the Indian society, the Gandhian 

philosophy is useful to create a casteless society where everyone is treated equally 

irrespective of their caste. 

o Racism in the west, caste-based violence in India are some examples where we need 

the imagination of Gandhi’s classless society. 

• Gandhian Socialism: Gandhian view of socialism is not political but more social in its 

approach, as Gandhiji thought of a society with no poverty, no hunger, no unemployment 

and education and health for all. These values reduce conflict and strife and will lead to 

prosperity for all. 

  

Conclusion 

These Gandhian ideologies will continue to act as the lighthouse for people around the world 

and  Indian policy makers alike. From poverty alleviation to Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and universal 

health care (Ayushman Bharat) to skill India programs everywhere the core inspiration comes from 

Gandhianism. 

Ambedkar was not only a messiah of the downtrodden but also as one of the greatest 

Indians of the modern age. Discuss.  (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
B.R. Ambedkar is rarely imitated and his techniques of fighting stronger foes are almost never used 
by Indians. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the political, social and intellectual contributions of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by writing a few introductory lines regarding Dr B.R Ambedkar. 
Body: 
Discuss his role and contributions; His role as a social reformer, chairman of the draft committee of 
the Indian Constitution, and first law minister of the country is well-known. He was an educationist, 
economist, jurist, politician, journalist, sociologist and social reformer and worked in the fields of 
culture, religion and spirituality. 
Highlight his efforts towards championing the causes of downtrodden and the vulnerable. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising and his present-day legacy. 
  

 Introduction 
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Dr B.R Ambedkar was born on 14 April 1891 in the town and military cantonment of Mhow in the 

Central Provinces (now in Madhya Pradesh). The nation is celebrating the 131st birth anniversary of B 

R Ambedkar. He is one leader from the pre-independence times who has gained phenomenal after-

life recognition, respect and popularity, not only as a messiah of the Dalits but also as one of the 

greatest Indians of the modern age. He was a nation-builder with a difference. Unlike Gandhi, Nehru, 

Subhas Bose and Bhagat Singh, he didn’t fight against British imperialism. 

Body 

Dr. Ambedkar: Messiah of the downtrodden classes 

• Ambedkar was the voice of the Depressed Classes on every platform. As their representative 

at the Round Table Conference, he championed the cause of labour and improving the 

condition of peasants. 

• During the Bombay Assembly’s Poona session in 1937, he introduced a Bill to abolish the 

Khoti system of land tenure in Konkan. 

• In Bombay, the historic peasant march to the Council Hall in 1938 made him a popular 

leader of the peasants, workers, and the landless. He was the first legislator in the country to 

introduce a Bill for abolishing the serfdom of agricultural tenants. 

• His essay titled ‘Small Holdings in India and their Remedies’ (1918) proposed 

industrialisation as the answer to India’s agricultural problem and is still relevant to 

contemporary debates. 

Dr. Ambedkar’s role and contributions 

• His primary fight was against the evil of untouchability and casteism in the Hindu 

community. 

• Ambedkar worked to embed the objectives of liberty, equality and fraternity and the 

concept of dignity of the individual at the heart of the Constitution. 

• Babasaheb always advocated for providingequal rights to women. Women have been given 

the same fundamental right to Equality as men in the Constitution drafted by him. 

• Ambedkar was the voice of the Depressed Classes on every platform. As their representative 

at the Round Table Conference, he championed the cause of labour improving the condition 

of peasants. 

• During the Bombay Assembly’s Poona session in 1937, he introduced a Bill to abolish the 

Khoti system of land tenure in Konkan. 

• He was the first legislator in the country to introduce a Bill for abolishing the serfdom of 

agricultural tenants. 

• His essay titled ‘Small Holdings in India and their Remedies’(1918) proposed industrialisation 

as the answer to India’s agricultural problem and is still relevant to contemporary debates. 

• The Reserve Bank of India was conceptualised from the Hilton Young Commission’s 

recommendation, which consideredAmbedkar’s guidelines laid out in The Problem of the 

Rupee: Its Origin and Its Solution.  
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• As a member of the Bombay Assembly,he opposed the introduction of the Industrial 

Disputes Bill, 1937, as it removed workers’ right to strike. He advocated for “fair condition of 

life of labour” instead of securing “fair condition of work” and laid out the basic structure of 

the government’s labour policy. 

• Ambedkar out rightly opposed the communist labour movements, their extraterritorial 

loyalties and their Marxian approach of controlling all means of production. 

• As chairman of the Constitution’s drafting committee, he took meticulous measures to build 

a just society through liberty, equality and fraternity. 

• Morality, Equality, Self-respect and Indianness were the four most important ideals of 

Babasaheb’s vision.  

• Lord Buddha’s message of compassion and harmony was the basis of his life and politics. 

• Babasaheb stressed the need for politics based on the cultural values of morality and 

harmony. 

• He was a severe critic of Mahatma Gandhi and the politics of the Indian National 

Congress for fighting only the external evil of foreign rule while ignoring the cancerous 

disease within the Hindu community. 

Conclusion 

Today our legal system is progressing on the path suggested by him on many issues like property 

rights for women. This shows that Babasaheb’s visionary thinking was far ahead of his time. 

Ambedkar’s thinking and legacy are reflected in the pro-people, pro-poor welfare policies and 

programmes of the government 

Colonialism may have been political philosophy but impact of colonisation was 

experienced differently across regions, classes and castes across the world. Analyse. 

(250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: The Hindu , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
A popular theme at seminars this autumn is de-colonisation. The concept notes explaining the theme 
treat it like a new deodorant — much required, of course, and expected to cure a chronic problem for 
good. Not that earlier generations had ignored it, but perhaps they lacked determination and 
propitious circumstances. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about colonialism, its social and economic impact across the world. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by defining colonialism. 
Body: 
First, write about the social impact of colonialism. Write both the positive and negative impacts 
witnessed across the world. 
Next, write about the economic impact of colonialism. Write about the drain, the deindustrialisation, 
the economic stagnation as well positive impact of colonial rule. 
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Next, account for differences in colonialism across the world. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a balanced opinion. 
  

Introduction 

Colonialism or colonization is the “the system or policy of a nation seeking to extend or retain its 

authority over other people or territories”. Colonialism implies domination of people’s life and 

culture. The main goal of colonialism is extraction of economic benefits from the colony. 

Colonisation was experienced differently across regions, classes and castes. 

Body 

Various impacts of Colonialism 

• Deindustrialisation of markets:the effect on third world countries of social and economic 

change caused by skewed industrial revolution of first world countries. This led to rising 

unemployment in various sectors of economy of various nations. 

• Boost to Mercantilism: Mercantilism, in a way, was both the cause as well as the effect of 

colonialism. Mercantile economic policies were definitely an impetus for the start of 

colonization. But subsequently, the benefits due to colonial exploitation further reinforced 

the ideology of mercantile capitalism and augmented its spread across Europe. As a result, 

these countries saw very rapid increase in trade volume while colonies suffered 

proportionally. 

• Economic impact of colonialismis the ‘drain of wealth, led to control over production and 

trade, the exploitation of natural resources, and the improvement of infrastructure. 

• Political deprivation: No rights for Indians in political administration. Laws and regulations 

made for British welfare. Role of Indians in administration very miniscule. Decision regarding 

welfare of Indians taken by administrators in Britain. 

• Slave Trade: To effectively utilize the resources, colonizers needed immense amount of 

labour. During the initial years, the European settlers met labour requirements by enslaving 

the native populations. However, the decline in the native population led to importing slaves 

from Africa which emerged as a lucrative alternative. 

• Social inequality: Indians were treated as inferior compared to British. Interest and tradition 

of Indians were not respected. People forced to follow British social order and Indians not 

given due respect. Equality between Indians and British non-existent. 

• Columbian Exchange:The term Columbian Exchange refers to the widespread exchange of 

plants, animals, culture, human populations, technology, and ideas that occurred between 

the new world (Americas) and the Old World (Eurasia) in the 15th and 16th centuries, as a 

result of European colonization and trade. 

 How colonialism varied across Globe 

In settler colonies, emigrants—often whole families—moved abroad in large numbers. They 

established permanent homes in the modern-day United States as well as Australia, Canada, New 

Zealand, and South Africa throughout the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries. 

Settlers constructed their own farms, schools, and churches in those lands while often maintaining 
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economic and political ties with their mother country. But in creating those communities, settlers 

killed and displaced indigenous people. In what became the United States, the indigenous 

population fell by 57 percent between 1700 and 1820. 

In extractive colonies, empires cared less about building settlements and more about transferring as 

much wealth as possible to the homeland. In certain instances, extractive colonies emerged through 

foreign conquest; other times, they came about through negotiation and alliances with local leaders. 

Slavery was common in many of these colonies. Britain, France, Portugal, Spain, and others used 

enslaved labor in the Western Hemisphere to grow coffee and sugar and mine gold and silver 

beginning in the fifteenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth centuries. Extractive colonies became even 

more prevalent in the nineteenth century as Europe colonized new parts of the world. In colonial 

Mozambique, for example, the Portuguese developed a network of railways in the late 1800s to 

transport vast quantities of coal and other minerals from inland mines to coastal ports. 

Conclusion 

Thus colonialism denotes a set of unequal relationships between the colonial power and the colony, 

and often between the colonists and the indigenous population; relationships in which the colonists 

acquire benefits (disproportionally), at the expense of the local population. 

Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country. 

Analyse the lessons learnt from the Sino-Indian War of 1962. What changes were 

introduced subsequently after the war?  (250) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The 1962 India-China war (it began on October 20), there is no indication of its observance in which 
India lost so many of its brave men — (as in one report) 1,383 soldiers killed, 1,047 wounded, 1,696 
missing and over 400 prisoners of war with the Chinese. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the consequences and changes introduced after Sino-Indian War of 1962. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give the context of the outbreak of Sino-Indian War of 1962 and its outcome. 
Body: 
In the detail, mention the consequences of Sino-Indian war on various fronts like Political, Foreign 
Affairs, Defence and Military, and Ideological etc. 
Next, write about the changes that were brought in to prevent such a debacle from happening. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing the bitter lessons learnt in 1962 are relevant in modern day geopolitics. 
  

Introduction 

China launched a swift and massive invasion in October 1962 on Aksai-chin 

area  in  the  Ladakh  region  of  Jammu  and  Kashmir  and NEFA  (North  Eastern  Frontier  Agency). 

The first attack lasted one week and Chinese forces captured some key areas in Arunachal Pradesh. 
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The second wave of attack came next month. While the Indian forces could block the Chinese 

advances on the western  front  in  Ladakh,  in  the  east  the  Chinese  managed  to 

advance  nearly  to  the  entry  point  of  Assam  plains.  Finally, China declared a unilateral 

ceasefire and its troops withdrew to where they were before the invasion began. 

Body 

Lessons learnt from Sino-Indian War of 1962 

• First, the war of 1962 sealed the fate of the Tibet issue as an eternal source of tension in 

Sino-Indian relations. This has had both strategic and tactical consequences. 

• Strategically,the Dalai Lama’s presence in India, which the war made de facto irreversible, is 

a constant strain on Sino-Indian relations and the embodiment of the unresolved status of 

the Tibet issue. 

• For Beijing, the Dalai Lama’s government in exile in Dharamsala has been a constant 

challenge to its rule in Tibet. For Delhi, it has been a symbol of Beijing’s refusal to grant real 

autonomy to Tibet. 

• On a tactical level, Sino-Indian relations have been held hostage by events in Tibet and the 

relationship between the Chinese government and the Tibetans. 

• 1962 has bequeathed to China and India the border dispute that started the war and has 

made resolving it a Herculean task. Thus to this day China continues to claim the Indian 

state of Arunachal Pradesh, while New Delhi lays claim to the Chinese-controlled Aksai 

Chin territory. 

• A series of incidents- including Indian officials visiting the disputed areas, Beijing refusing to 

issue visa’s to Indian officers stationed in the disputed area, and official Chinese references 

to Arunachal Pradesh as “South Tibet”- have rekindled the dispute and led to a new cycle of 

accusations and tensions. 

• The territorial dispute has led to dangerous militarization of the Sino-Indian border, 

especially in disputed areas. Both sides have built transportation infrastructure, airstrips, 

and outposts and have deployed large numbers of troops to the border, including a Tibetan 

paramilitary special force employed by India’s intelligence service. 

• The result has been frequent stand-offs and even occasional skirmishes between Indian 

and Chinese soldiers, as seen during last year’s Galwanvalley clashes. 

• The border war has instilled deep mistrust and a strong sense of rivalrybetween the two 

sides. 

• To this day, Beijing suspects that India, with the help of the U.S., strives to undermine its rule 

in Tibet in order to balance against China’s growing power. These suspicions have only been 

heightened by India’s hosting of the Dalai Lama and the recent improvement in U.S.-Indian 

relations. 

• For its part, India still sees China as a nationalist, aggressive power which seeks to dominate 

Asia and one that might once again strike unexpectedly, just as it did in 1962. 

• These stereotypes, often propagated by jingoistic media, have proved a major obstacle to 

building a strong and stable Sino-Indian relationship. 
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Changes introduced after war: 

• The war of 1962 has also charged Sino-Indian relations with a strong sense of rivalry which 

has shaped the foreign policies of both countries. 

• Seeking to balance the other side, each country has forged relationships that act as a 

counterpoint to the other; most notably, Beijing’s “all weather friendship” with Islamabad 

and Delhi’s partnership with Moscow. 

• The rivalry has also led both sides to compete for influence in their peripheries, especially in 

Burma and Nepal, and to resent the spread of the other’s influence close to their borders. 

• Hence, Delhi has often obsessed over Chinese penetration in South Asia and its purported 

“string of pearls” around India’s maritime borders, while Beijing has resented India’s growing 

involvement in Southeast Asia and especially in the South China Sea. 

Conclusion 

Nearly a half a century since the brief war occurred, it continues to cast a long shadow over Sino-

Indian relations. The legacy of the war enhances the inherent competition between China and India. 

While growing trade and cooperation mitigate this competition, a long list of factors, such as the 

security dilemma engendered by the militarization of disputed Sino-Indian border, keep it alive. 

Kargil war was a symbol of India’s proud, valour and steadfast leadership and also had 

key lessons for our border security. Discuss. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
India has always viewed war as the last resort, but the armed forces have the strength and strategies 
to give a befitting reply to anyone who casts an evil eye on the nation, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said on October 24. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the symbolic importance of Kargil war and lessons from it for our border security. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
In the first part, write about the symbolic significance of Kargil war and how it continues to serve as a 
symbol of indomitable courage. 
Next, write about lessons learnt from the Kargil war regarding border security and mention the 
recommendations of The Kargil Review Committee (KRC). 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

Kargil War was fought between May-July of 1999 in the erstwhile Kargil district of Jammu and 

Kashmir along the Line of Control (LoC) in which India emerged victorious. Post Indo-Pak war of 

1971, there have been many military conflicts between India and Pakistan. Both the 
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countries conducted nuclear tests in 1998 which further escalated tensions and finally the Kargil 

War in 1999. 

PM Modi celebrated Deepavali in Kargil with the Indian Army and said that India has been dealing 

with its enemies, both external and internal, with force.  He reiterated that India has always viewed 

war as the last resort, but the armed forces have the strength and strategies to give a befitting reply 

to anyone who casts an evil eye on the nation. 

Body 

Significance of Kargil war 

• One of the significant wars fought in the Indian history, Kargil war, was fought between May 

to July 1999 in the Kargil- Drass sector of Jammu and Kashmir when the Pakistani troops had 

unlawfully  invaded certain areas alongside the Line Of Control (LoC). 

• This three month long combat between the two nations has been deeply entrenched in the 

minds of both the nations. 

• Kargil war represents an example of high-altitude warfare in mountainous terrain and 

constitutes significant logistical problems for the counter sides. 

• In the war, ‘Operation Vijay’ was launched by the Indian Army to recapture the Indian 

territories from Pakistani intruders in the Kargil-Drass sector in 1999. 

• ‘Operation Vijay’ an Indian Army mission achieved ultimate success for India and the Air 

Force called the mission ‘Operation Safed Sagar’. 

• Kargil was yet another failure of Pakistan’s grand strategy. 

• Pakistani military force came to be seen as a substantial cause of the problems in India-

Pakistan relations. 

• India confirmed its belief that Pakistan was an adventuristic, reckless, untrustworthy state. 

• Kargil motivated India to reconsider whether to engage Pakistan diplomatically on Kashmir 

Issue. 

• Kargil also strengthened the widespread perception that India’s intelligence infrastructure 

has endemic deficiencies. 

Lessons learnt from the Kargil war regarding border security 

• The Indian Army, with the help of the Indian Air Force, wrested back the glaciated heights of 

Kargil, in the Ladakh sector, from the Pakistan Army. 

• The era of stand-off weapons had dawned on the sub-continent, and the time for close 

combat was over. 

• Had it not been for Israeli tech support in the form of litening pods that laser-painted the 

targets and guided the bombs fired from the French Mirage 2000s, the duration of war 

would have been extended until a ceasefire agreement, which the Pakistan Army was 

looking for in its favor. 

• The use of Israeli Searcher Mark I and II drones for reconnaissance of intruder positions in an 

airspace dominated by IAF fighters helped both the Indian infantry and artillery to target 
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intruder bunkers. The use of laser-guided bombs by IAF — in Muntho Dalo in the Batalik 

sector and on Tiger Hill in Drass in June 1999 — was the turning point of the war. 

• Indian intelligence agencies must be empowered by the political leadership, unlike what had 

been done under the IK Gujral regime prior to the Kargil war. 

• The defanging of India’s external intelligence agency, Research and Analysis Wing, under the 

Gujral Doctrine ensured that actionable intelligence was not available before the onset of 

war. 

• However, RAW proved its mettle in June 1999 by intercepting a conversation between 

Musharraf in Beijing and his chief of staff General Mohammed Aziz to show the world that it 

was the Pakistan Army that had intruded in Kargil, not Kashmiri militants. 

• Apart from the permanent perfidy of Pakistan, the other lesson that need to be 

implemented is theatrization of military commands and operational synergy within 

national security agencies to counter growing threat of religious radicalization, 

cyberwarfare, and espionage from adversaries. 

• Even though cold start war and integrated battlegroups have been internally discussed by 

the national security planners, the theatrization of commands is hanging fire as a section of 

the top brass believes that India is one theatre and hence there should be one command. 

• Just like military jointmanship for integrated full spectrum warfare, India needs an 

integrated intelligence mechanism to counter terror, cyber and espionage threat to the 

country. 

• India needs to add teeth to its counter-intelligence capabilities as the penetration from 

northern and western neighbors with pliable proxies within grows by the day. 

Recommendations of The Kargil Review Committee (KRC) 

• The four member committee set up by the government to review the events leading up to 

Kargil headed by noted defence analysts and convenor of the National Security Council 

Advisory Board K. Subrahmanyam must consider the following military aspects while 

examining the intrusions. 

• Military command and control and its failure to anticipate the Kargil intrusions; improper 

threat appreciation. 

• Acquisition of equipment and weapons for the military. 

• Systemic intelligence problems; at the level of the information gathering agency and at the 

decision making level where information is processed for taking policy decisions. 

• Need  for  promoting  Jointness  within  the  Services 

• Restructuring  the  Ministry  of  Defence 

• Chief  of  Defence  Staff 

• Common  Law  for  the  Defence  Services 

• Joint  Training  for  the  Services  Personnel 

• Foreign  Training  for  the  Services  Personnel 
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• Joint Intelligence 

• Cross Attachments 

Conclusion 

Over the last eight years, the government has worked on implementing reforms in the armed forces 

by deploying new technologies, developing infrastructure in border areas and opening up positions 

for women in the forces. The induction of women in the armed forces will boost our strength. Prime 

Minister Modi also said that ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ most important to the nation’s security and the 

country’s dependence should be minimal on foreign weapons and systems. 

 

 

 

History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial 

revolution, world wars, redrawal of national boundaries, colonization, 

decolonization. 

At Cuba, the Cold war almost blew hot and the confrontation is often considered the 

closest the Cold War came to escalating into a full-scale nuclear war. Examine. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
Earlier this month, US President Joe Biden said that his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin’s veiled 
threat of using tactical nuclear weapons against Ukraine marked the first prospect of nuclear 
“armageddon” since the Cuban missile crisis. A day later, his administration said there was no 
evidence for this claim. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about Cuban missile crisis and its impact on Cold war. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by giving context of the Cuban missile crisis. 
Body: 
First, write about the events leading to the Cuban missile crisis. 
Next, write about how the Cuban missile crisis could have led to outbreak a full-fledged nuclear war 
and its possible ramifications. 
Next, write about the steps that were taken to diffuse Cuban missile crisis and emphasise on 
diplomatic solutions. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by mentioning the key lessons learnt from the crisis.     
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Introduction 

Cuba got involved in the Cold War after Fidel Castro seized power from the USA backed dictator 

Batista in 1959. In 1961, USA broke diplomatic ties with Cuba which resulted in the relationship 

between the USSR and Cuba getting better. In 1961, Castro announced that he was a Marxist and 

Cuba was a socialist country. 

Earlier this month, US President Joe Biden said that his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin’s veiled 

threat of using tactical nuclear weapons against Ukraine marked the first prospect of nuclear 

“armageddon” since the Cuban missile crisis. A day later, his administration said there was no 

evidence for this claim. 

Body 

The major reasons for the Cuban Missile Crisis were 

• Cuba was under threat of military invasion from the USA, so the USSR wanted to help as a 

gesture of solidarity with Cuba which was an ally of the Soviet Union. 

• The USSR lost the lead in developing Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs), so it was 

looking for an opportunity to encircle the USA from a close range. 

• In 1959, the USA deployed Jupiter missiles in Turkey. It threatened the security of the USSR, 

hence, Cuba seemed to be an ideal place to initiate counter-strike against the USA. 

• The Soviets felt uneasy about the number of nuclear weapons that were targeted at them 

from Western Europe and Turkey, and deployment of missiles in Cuba could be used for 

bargaining with the West. 

Despite lasting for a few days, the Cuban Missile Crisis had important consequences 

• The world came to realise how easily a nuclear war can be started. 

• A hotline was introduced between USSR and USA to allow swift consultations. 

• In 1963, the USA, the USSR and Britain signed a Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, agr eeing to carry 

out nuclear tests only underground to avoid polluting the atmosphere any further. 

• The Cuba-USSR relationship was extremely cool for several years as Cuba felt betrayed. 

Conclusion 

The crisis came to an end after an appeal was made by the Secretary-General of the UN. The USSR 

agreed to withdraw the missiles and destroy the launching sites in Cuba, and in return, the USA 

agreed not to invade Cuba again. 

The Cuban Missile Crisis was an important event in the Cold War era, which made the world realize 

the threat posed by the weapon race of USA and USSR, and it proved to be a kick-start for the 

movements to make the world safe from the horrors of a nuclear war. 

What is anti-Semitism? What are the ways that it manifests across the world and its 

impact? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
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With the rise of the right in Europe, the escalation of ethnic tensions in the Middle East, and the 
increasing anonymity provided by social media platforms, anti-Semitism is once again a pressing 
matter of concern. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about anti-Semitism, its political, social and economic impact across the world. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by anti-Semitism. 
Body: 
First, write about the different ways anti-Semitism manifests across the world – racial, religious, 
social, economic and political. 
Next, write about the impact of anti-Semitism and mention the various historical events that have 
resulted in grave tragedies such as holocaust due it. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing ways to end anti-Semitism. 
 

Introduction 

Anti-Semitism refers to any form of prejudice against the Jewish people. It can also describe 

prejudice against speakers of the Semitic languages including the likes of Arabs and Ethiopians. The 

term ‘anti-Semitism’ was coined in 1879 by the German agitator Wilhelm Marr to designate the anti-

Jewish campaigns in central Europe at that time. The term itself is a misnomer as Semitic designates 

a language group, not a race. 

Body 

The ways in which Anti-Semitism manifests 

• Racial anti-Semitism, most commonly associated with the Nazis, stems from a belief that Jews 

are a distinct, inferior race with inherent genetic traits. This form usually manifests in the belief 

that Jews need to be exterminated altogether. 

• Religious anti-Semitism traces its roots to the early days of Christianity and is accompanied by a 

notion that Jews should be converted to other faiths. 

• Social anti-Semitism is a form of exclusion of Jews from social situations. An example of the 

practice was reported in in 1959 that claimed that Jews in America were routinely excluded from 

golf and sports clubs. 

• Economic anti-Semitism, the most prevalent amongst the biases, posits that Jews have a 

disproportionate degree of control over global and national financial institutions, and that their 

stronghold over those institutions ought to be diminished. 

• Political anti-Semitism is the attempt to keep Jews out of power. It is often conflated with anti-

Zionism, a movement that denies the Jewish right to a national homeland. 

Impacts  

Antisemitism is a security issue for Jewish communities and individuals in regions across the world 

and the driving force of a range of violent extremist ideologies. Like all forms of intolerance and 

discrimination, antisemitism has a profound impact on the whole of society, undermining 

democratic values and human rights. In recent years, the changing geopolitical climate and media 
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environment have led to a situation where open antisemitism is no longer confined to extremist 

circles and has become increasingly mainstreamed. 

In the past 

• Persecution of Jews  

▪ From the Protestant reformer Martin Luther in 1543 to the French philosopher Edmund 

Burke in 1790, Jews were positioned as scapegoats for several societal ills. 

▪ Jews have systematically been driven out of countries including England, Yemen, Brazil, 

Portugal, Spain, Hungary, and Egypt. 

• Ban in Russia 

▪ Until 1772, Jews were banned from living in the Russian Empire altogether. 

▪ Between 1880 and 1910, 2.5 million Jews fled from Russia to the US after anti-Semitism 

became the official government policy under the rule of the Czars. 

• Holocaust in Germany 

▪ Völkisch nationalists believed that the German race was superior to all other races. 

▪ They considered Jews to be alien people who belonged to a different race and blamed 

them for undermining the German way of life. 

▪ The rise of the Nazi party culminated in the death of over 6 million Jews by the end of the 

Second World War. 

In contemporary times 

• The recent incidents of rising anti-Semitism include 

▪ Far-right demonstrations in the US 

▪ Attacks on synagogues in Sweden 

▪ Arson attacks on kosher restaurants in France. Kosher cuisine is food that complies with 

strict dietary rules in Judaism. 

▪ Increase in crimes against Jews in the UK 

• The problem has also been exacerbated by social media. 

Ways to tackle  

• Addressing antisemitism through education is therefore both an immediate security imperative 

and a long-term educational investment to promote human rights and global citizenship. 

• To recognize antisemitism as a problem to be addressed internationally; 

• To develop education programmes that address antisemitism in a framework of human rights 

and global citizenship; 

• To build the capacity of educational systems to address antisemitism, conspiracy theories and all 

other forms of hate speech; 
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• An increased investment in social cohesion. 

 

What was the Cold War? How did it manifest across different dimensions and conflicts 

around the world? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
It is time to revisit the sobering lessons of the Cuban Missile crisis (October 1962) during the Cold War 
that brought the world to the edge of nuclear Armageddon, as the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. engaged in 
an eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation 
Key Demand of the question: 
There were different arenas (Korea, Vietnam, etc.) of the cold war. Apart from these different arenas, 
mention the different fields (ex: space race, sports) in which the cold war played out. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin your answer by defining cold war. 
Body: 
First write about the different fields in which the cold war ended up playing out – diplomacy, 
espionage, space race and propaganda etc. 
Next, write about weaponised aspects of the cold war – weapons race, the different places where the 
two superpowers technically battled each other (Korea, Vietnam etc.). 
Write about the impact of the above. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by Summarising. 
  

Introduction 

Cold war was a sequence of events after the World War II (1939-45) till the disintegration of 

the USSR in 1991, whereby the two super powers, USA and USSR, competed for hegemony in 

domains of economy, science and technology, politics and military. Each side adopted policies to 

strengthen itself and weaken the other falling short of an actual war. 

Body 

Various domains of cold war 

● Ideologies: Nations in the Soviet and Chinese spheres were governed by They also 

featured command economies, in which production and distribution is rigidly controlled by the 

government. 

▪ US-led block was the capitalist block which stood for liberal values of democracy and 

freedom. They saw communism as a threat to the liberal world. 

● NATO vs Warsaw Pact: US formed NATO (1949) after the West Berlin Blockade because the 

capitalist bloc found itself unprepared for a military conflict. 

▪ Warsaw pact (1955) was initiated by USSR in response to NATO admitting West 

Germany. 

▪ It was signed by USSR and all satellite states except Yugoslavia. 
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▪ Under Warsaw Pact, the members promised to defend each other against any attack from 

outside and the armies of all members came under overall control of Moscow. 

● Arms race began in earnest when USSR developed the Atomic Bomb in 1949. 

▪ Thereafter, US planned and produced the much more powerful Hydrogen Bomb. 

▪ By 1953, USSR also caught up and developed the Hydrogen Bomb. 

● Space race: Space exploration served as another dramatic arena for Cold War competition. 

Russia launched its first satellite in 1957, called Sputnik. 

▪ In 1959, the Soviet space program took another step forward with the launch of Luna 2, 

the first space probe to hit the moon. 

▪ In April 1961, the Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became the first person to orbit Earth, 

traveling in the capsule-like spacecraft Vostok 1. 

▪ December 1968 saw the launch of Apollo 8, the first manned space mission to orbit the 

moon. By landing on the moon, the United States effectively “won” the space race that 

had begun with Sputnik’s launch in 1957. 

Cold War manifestation across the world 

● Berlin Wall erection and blockade: After WWII, Germany was divided into the Soviet-occupied, 

communist East and the Ally-occupied, democratic West. 

▪ Though this division was initially administrative, the nation split into separate states 

(West Germany and East Germany) in 1949. 

▪ Immediately preceding the division of Germany was the year-long Berlin blockade. The 

aim of the blockade was to starve the West Germans, but this was overcome by Allies 

through airlifting supplies. 

▪ Berlin Wall was erected, which was called the descent of the iron curtain and start of 

cold war. 

● Korean War of 1950- 1953: After World War II, Korea was divided into the Soviet-backed North 

and US-backed South. 

▪ A Northern invasion of the South sparked the Korean War (1950-53), in which the South 

was supported by a US-led UN coalition. 

▪ Just when this coalition had taken most of the Korean Peninsula, China joined 

the USSR in support of the North, driving the Americans back southward to the 38th 

parallel; this line has served as the boundary between the two Koreas ever since. 

● Vietnam War: The most prolonged and destructive Cold War conflict was the Vietnam War 

(1954-75). Post war the nation was divided into the communist, USSR/China-backed North and 

non-communist, US-backed South. 

▪ The US resorted to brutal campaigns of carpet bombing (area bombing) 

and defoliation (destruction of foliage, typically with napalm or herbicides). 

▪ Yet even these extreme measures failed. 
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▪ The US ultimately withdrew, North Vietnam invaded the South, and the nation was 

Millions had been killed 

● Cuban Missile Crisis: The apex of Cold War tension was the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962, when 

the US discovered that Russia was building nuclear launch sites in Cuba. 

▪ President Kennedy ordered a naval blockade of the island, and for a few days nuclear 

war seemed imminent. reunited under communist 

▪ An agreement was reached, however, in which Khrushchev removed the weapons from 

Cuba in exchange for the American removal of warheads in Turkey, as well as a 

guarantee against future American invasion of Cuba 

● Afghan invasion by Soviet: The foremost conflict of the late Cold War was the Soviet War in 

Afghanistan (1979-89), in which Soviet forces attempted to defend the reigning communist 

government of Afghanistan from anti-communist guerrillas. 

▪ The guerrillas, furnished with weapons and funding provided by the US and 

sympathetic Muslim nations, maintained a bloody stalemate throughout the conflict 

(such that this war has been dubbed the “Soviet Vietnam”). 

▪ The guerrillas toppled the communist government a few years after the Soviet 

withdrawal. 

Conclusion 

The cold war was a period of hostilities between nations who were aligned with the two blocs. Post-

cold-war American supremacy remained for a long time, making it a unipolar world. Today Russia is 

no longer a major threat to USA. China’s rise in the past two decades is a simmering conflict in the 

waiting. The friction between USA and China has been touted as the Cold war 2.0 

 

Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India. 

What is neurodiversity? Discuss the benefits of having a neurodiverse workforce and 

measures needed to promote neurodiversity at workplaces. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
2019 McKinsey study revealed that companies with gender diversity were 25% more likely to have 
above-average profitability while those with ethnic diversity out-rival their competitors by 36%. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about neurodiversity, its benefits and ways to achieve neurodiversity at workplaces. 
Directive word:  
Discuss – This is an all-encompassing directive – you must debate on paper by going through the 
details of the issues concerned by examining each one of them. You must give reasons for both for 
and against arguments. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by describing neurodiversity and its features. 
Body: 
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First, write about the benefits offered by neurodiversity – Organisations embracing neurodiversity 
enjoy a competitive edge in several areas such as efficiency, creativity, and culture. 
Next, write about the way to promote neurodiversity at workplaces. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by way forward. 
Introduction 

Neurodiversity in the workplace refers to including people with neurodivergent conditions such 

as attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder, autism spectrum disorders, dyslexia, dyspraxia, 

dyscalculia and Asperger’s Syndrome. Harvard Health Publishing defines neurodiversity as a notion 

that every person interacts and experiences their surroundings differently; there is no right way of 

thinking, learning, or/and behaving. These differences should not be construed as defects or 

disorders. 

Body 

Background: Neurodiverse workforce 

• According to a recent report, nearly 2 million people in India suffer from this neurological 

and developmental disorder and are therefore identified as autistic. 

• Another study by Deloitte estimates that nearly 20% of the world is neurodiverse. 

• In the U.S., it is estimated that 85% of people on the autism spectrum are unemployed 

compared with 4.2% of the overall population. 

• Hence, there is an urgency to create a work environment that welcomes neurodiverse 

individuals. 

• It is unjust that even with all the necessary skill sets and degrees, these persons are denied 

a job because they may react to situations differently from non-neurodiverse persons. 

While part of the problem could be lack of awareness about neurodivergent conditions, it is 

time organisations created a more accommodating environment. 

Benefits of having a neurodiverse workforce 

• Organisations embracing neurodiversity enjoy a competitive edge in several areas such 

as efficiency, creativity, and culture. 

• A study by JPMorgan Chase shows that professionals in its ‘Autism at Work’ initiative made 

fewer errors and were 90% to 140% more productive than neurotypical employees. 

• Moreover, studies have shown that teams with both neurodivergent and neurotypical 

members are far more efficient than teams that comprise neurotypical employees alone. 

• Neurodivergent individuals possess excellent attention to detail and an uncanny ability to 

focus on complex and repetitive tasks over a more extended period than their neurotypical 

peers. 

• A study by the University of Montreal found that in a test involving completing a visual 

pattern, people on the autism spectrum could finish their task 40% faster than those who 

were not on the spectrum. 

• Additionally, people with dyslexia have more robust spatial reasoning — they can think 

about objects in three dimensions and analyse such objects even with limited information. 
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• They have problem-solving capabilities which allow them to see multiple solutions to a 

problem. They are often out-of-the-box thinkers with average or above-average intelligence. 

Measures to promote neurodiversity in workplace 

• Hiring neurodiverse people: Companies such as Deloitte, Microsoft, SAP, JPMorgan Chase, 

and E&Y have introduced neurodiversity hiring programmes. 

o Eg: Indian-origin companies Hatti Kaapi and Lemon Tree Hotels have also included a 

neurodiverse workforce. 

• Proactive leadership: Management Human resources and leadership teams must work 

together to ensure that the workplace is mindful of and cooperative towards neurodiverse 

individuals. 

• Inclusion: The process of building an inclusive culture includes customising interviews, 

ensuring day-to-day assistance for these specially abled individuals, and providing proper 

infrastructure so that they can perform at their optimal levels. 

• Removing barriers: Organisations must not only remove barriers that obstruct the progress 

of such individuals but also create conducive conditions for them to achieve their true 

potential. 

• Mentorship: Mentorship programmes can benefit some, while others might require 

professional training on shared social and communication skills. Many employees with 

neurodiversity may find the hustle and bustle of a traditional office disturbing. Therefore, 

neurodivergent friendly offices catering to the employees’ diverse sensory responses can 

help ensure that these employees are comfortable in office spaces. 

Conclusion 

However, creating the right environment is an ever-evolving exercise that requires openness and a 

will to change on the employer’s part. This flexibility can result in exceptional benefits with minimal 

or no additional costs. To ensure higher profitability and be respected as a responsible employer 

globally, companies need to widen their definition of inclusivity by providing higher participation of a 

neurodiverse workforce. 

Acknowledging and promoting linguistic diversity in the country will lead to social 

inclusion and national solidarity. Analyse.  (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
The Official Language Committee, headed by Home Minister Amit Shah, recently submitted its report 
to President Droupadi Murmu. It recommended that Hindi be made the medium of instruction in 
Central institutions of higher education in Hindi-speaking States and regional languages in other 
States. This has reignited a debate on the imposition of Hindi. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the importance of linguistic diversity and its role in building national solidarity and 
social inclusion. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
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Introduction:  
Briefly explain what linguistic diversity is. 
Body: 
First, in detail comment upon the Need and importance of preserving linguistic diversity – Cultural 
Identity, Cultural Diversity, glimpse of our past etc. Write about the links between promoting 
linguistic diversity and social inclusion and national solidarity. 
Next, Discuss the Government efforts in this direction in terms of statutes, provisions in the 
constitution, technological measures etc. 
Next, write about the limitations of the above. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward to overcome the limitations. 
Introduction 

India is one of unique countries in the world that has the legacy of diversity of languages. The 

Constitution of India has recognised 22 official languages. Multilingualism is the way of life in India as 

people in different parts of the country speak more than one language from their birth and learns 

additional languages during their life time. 

Though officially there are 122 languages, Peoples Linguistic Survey of India has identified 780 

languages, of which 50 are extinct in past five decades 

Body: 

Need and Significance to preserve India’s linguistic diversity: 

• Ecological diversity. 

• Cultural diversity through oral traditions, stories, songs, poetry, and rituals passed down from 

generation to generation. 

• Languages express identity 

• Languages are repositories of history 

• Language contribute to the sum of human knowledge 

• Languages are interesting in themselves 

• improved cognitive abilities in children when they are taught in their mother tongue in primary 

school 

Provisions that safeguard the wealth of Indian languages: 

• In addition to these scheduled and classical languages, The Constitution of India has included the 

clause to protect minority languages as a fundamental right. It states” Any section of the citizens 

residing in the territory of India or any part of thereof having a distinct language, script or 

culture of its own shall have the right to conserve the same.” 

• The language policy of India provides guarantee to protect the linguistic minorities. Under the 

Constitution, provision is made for appointment of Special Officer for linguistic minority with the 

sole responsibilities of safeguarding the interest of language spoken by the minority groups. 

• In the post-independence era, Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL), based in Mysore was 

assigned to carry out an in-depth survey of languages. 
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• In 1991 the Census of India listed 1576 mother tongues’ with separate grammatical structures 

and 1796 speech varieties that is classified as other mother tongues’. 

• Another unique feature of India is the concept of protecting the interest of children to get basic 

education in their mother tongue. The Constitution provides” it shall be the endeavour of every 

State and of every local authority within the state to provide adequate facilities for instruction in 

the mother tongue at the primary stage of education to children belonging to linguistic minority 

groups”. Thus, even before the United Nations declared the International Mother Language 

Day (February 21) the founders of the Indian Constitution gave top priority to teaching in 

mother tongues’, enabling the child to develop its full potential. 

• In 1956 reorganisation of states in India was carried out with linguistic boundaries that had its 

own script. Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, the then home minister played key role in formation and 

amalgamation of states based on linguistic attributes. 

• The language policy of India has been pluralistic, giving priority to the use of mother tongue in 

administration, education and other fields of mass communication. The Language Bureau of 

Ministry of Human Resource Development is set up to implement and monitor the language 

policy. 

• According to UNESCO, Internationalised Domain Names (IDNs) can help to foster the growth of 

local languages online by allowing Internet users to use non-Latin scripts to access domain 

names. 

• The internet can be used to raise awareness about the issues of language extinction and 

language preservation. 

Conclusion: 

Linguistic diversity has been a critical aspect of the multiculturalism that has been the defining 

characteristic of India through the ages. Diversity is undoubtedly strength of our democracy. The 

cultural bonds need to be strengthened through enhanced and continuous mutual interaction 

between people of varied regions. This encourages reciprocity and secures an enriched value system 

of unity amongst people of different States. 

Suggest ways to break down barriers and opposition which hinder inter-caste couples, 

pre and post their marriage. 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
Despite a Supreme Court directive, only Delhi, Haryana and Punjab have proper shelters for inter-
caste, inter-faith couples facing opposition from families and community 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about ways to end opposition to inter-caste marriages. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
First, mention that issues faced by inter-caste couples pre and post marriage – opposition, social 
boycott, harassment, honour killings etc. 
Next, write about the measures that are needed to be taken before the marriage in order to promote 
acceptance. 
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Next, write about the measures that must be taken after the marriage to ensure protection of the 
couple. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
Introduction 

Traditionally, marriage in Hindu society was a sacrament but after the passage of Hindu Marriage 

Act 1955 it can be treated as a contract. However, still marriages primarily take place on the 

traditional grounds of Jatis (caste) and up-jati (sub-caste). That means marriage is inextricably linked 

to Jati Vyavastha (caste system) with its roots in the religion. 

Inter-caste marriages can be one of the significant steps to reduce the caste-prejudices, abolish 

‘untouchability’ and spread the values of liberty, equality, fraternity etc in the society. 

  

Body 

Issues faced by inter-caste couples pre and post marriage 

• Honor killings: Extreme caste attachment is main reason for these crimes and is a result of 

people marrying without their family’s acceptance, especially when it is between members 

of two different castes or religious groups. 

o The killers justify their actions by claiming that the victim has brought dishonor upon 

the family name or prestige 

• Opposition: In Indian society caste is given high importance and it is generally expected that 

children marry within their own caste to those selected by their parents. The idea of young 

people finding their life partners on their own is frowned upon even today. It is still seen as a 

matter of shame. 

• Social boycott: There have been many cases of inter-caste couples facing social boycott. For 

eg :A newly married couple in East Sikkim were allegedly socially boycotted by their own 

community in the Dalapchand village of East Sikkim allegedly over their inter-caste marraige. 

• Familial boycott: Parents themselves disown their children and disband them from family 

and property on marrying outside caste. 

• Harassment: The intercaste couple faces harassment on daily basis especially in rural India. 

The existence of Jaat Panchayats add to this nuisance. 

Measures needed to promote acceptance of inter-caste marriage 

• Government schemes:For instance, Ambedkar Scheme for Social Integration through Inter-

Caste Marriages is a case in point. 

o The objective of the scheme is to appreciate the socially bold step, of an Inter-caste 

marriage, taken by the newly married couple and to extend financial incentive to 

the couple to enable them to settle down in the initial phase of their married life. 

• Normalising inter-caste marriage: We live in 21 st century and it is high time there is more 

acceptance of inter-caste marriage. Behavioural nudge is required by people in power and 

having influence. 
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• Promoting inter-caste marriageis the most ethical thing to do as it would dilute the poison 

of casteism that has gripped the Indian society for centuries. 

• Encouragement: Such marriages should be encouraged because they help in narrowing 

religious and caste-based biases, and reducing cultural differences. These marriages 

promote economic equality as diffusing caste/community lines will open new avenues and 

opportunities for all castes. 

Conclusion 

Inter-caste and inter-religious marriages would help to reduce the differences between castes and 

religions, promote harmony, and tolerance would increase. Next generation might almost be free 

from hatred. Different castes and religions coming together, brings various cultures together as well. 

It will promote harmony among people and reduce cases of communal riots, lynching, exploitation 

based on caste and religion. Most importantly, this would reduce human loss. 

 

  

 

 

Role of women and women’s organization; population and associated issues, 

poverty and developmental issues, 

The demographic dividend has transformational potential but inconsistent and 

incoherent policies aimed at realising it may result in a lost opportunity. Analyse.  (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
Too often, India’s demographic dividend conversations have focused much on the dependency ratio 
and not enough on the policies and other factors involved. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about demographic dividend, impediments to achieving and ways to overcome it. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining demographic dividend and its various features. 
Body: 
First, write about the various impediments to achieving the dividend – demographic dividend may 
turn into a liability in the absence of enough jobs and the required skilled workforce etc. 
Next, suggest ways to overcome the limitations. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
  

Introduction 
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Demographic dividend, as defined by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) means, “the 

economic growth potential that can result from shifts in a population’s age structure, mainly when 

the share of the working-age population (15 to 64) is larger than the non-working-age share of the 

population (14 and younger, and 65 and older).” India has one of the youngest populations in an 

aging world. By 2020, the median age in India was 28 years. Demographics can change the pace and 

pattern of economic growth. 

  

Body 

Background 

• Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) in 2018 revealed that India’s unemployment rate was 

the highest (6.07%) in four decades. 

o The latest PLFS suggests that the numbers now are not so drastic, with the overall 

unemployment rate at2% in 2020-21 compared to 4.8% in 2019-20 and the labour 

force participation rate (LFPR) increasing to 41.6%, up from 40.1% in 2019-20. 

• In terms of the more widely used statistic internationally, the current weekly status of 

unemployment, the figure of5% for all persons in 2020-21 is still worrying. 

• The study on demographic dividend in India by United Nations Population Fund 

(UNFPA) throws up two interesting facts. 

• The window of demographic dividend opportunity in India is available for five decades from 

2005-06 to 2055-56, longer than any other country in the world. 

• This demographic dividend window is available at different times in different states because 

of differential behaviour of the population parameters. 

• Since 2018, India’s working-age population (people between 15 and 64 years of age) has 

grown larger than the dependent population (defined as children aged 14 or below as well 

as people above 65 years of age). 

• This bulge in the working-age population is going to last till 2055, or 37 years from its 

beginning. 

• This transition happens largely because of a decrease in the total fertility rate (TFR, which is 

the number of births per woman) after the increase in life expectancy gets stabilised. 

• Many Asian economies — Japan, China, South Korea — were able to use this ‘demographic 

dividend’, defined by the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) as the growth potential 

that results from shifts in a population’s age structure. 

Issues hindering demographic dividend leverage 

• Jobless growth: There is mounting concern that future growth could turn out to be jobless 

due to de-industrialization, de-globalization, the fourth industrial revolution and 

technological progress. As per the NSSO Periodic Labour Force Survey 2017-18, India’s 

labour force participation rate for the age-group 15-59 years is around 53%, that is, around 

half of the working age population is jobless. 
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• Asymmetric demography: The growth in the working-age ratio is likely to be concentrated in 

some of India’s poorest states and the demographic dividend will be fully realized only if 

India is able to create gainful employment opportunities for this working-age population. 

• Lack of skills: Most of the new jobs that will be created in the future will be highly skilled 

and lack of skill in Indian workforce is a major challenge. India may not be able to take 

advantage of the opportunities, due to a low human capital base and lack of skills. 

• Low human development parameters: India ranks 130 out of 189 countries in UNDP’s 

Human Development Index, which is alarming. Therefore, health and education parameters 

need to be improved substantially to make the Indian workforce efficient and skilled. 

• Informal nature of economy in India is another hurdle in reaping the benefits of 

demographic transition in India. 

  

Leveraging demographic dividend as an opportunity 

• Building human capital: Investing in people through healthcare, quality education, jobs and 

skills helps build human capital, which is key to supporting economic growth, ending 

extreme poverty, and creating a more inclusive society. 

• Skill development to increase employability of young population. India’s labour force needs 

to be empowered with the right skills for the modern economy. Government has established 

the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) with the overall target of skilling/ up 

skilling 500 million people in India by 2022.. 

• Education: Enhancing educational levels by properly investing in primary, secondary and 

higher education. India, which has almost 41% of population below the age of 20 years, can 

reap the demographic dividend only if with a better education system. Also, academic-

industry collaboration is necessary to synchronise modern industry demands and learning 

levels in academics. 

o Establishment of Higher Education Finance Agency (HEFA) is a welcome step in this 

direction. 

• Health: Improvement in healthcare infrastructure would ensure higher number of 

productive days for young labourforce, thus increasing the productivity of the economy. 

o Success of schemes like Ayushman Bharat and National Health Protection 

scheme (NHPS) is necessary. Also nutrition level in women and children needs 

special care with effective implementation of Integrated Child Development (ICDS) 

programme. 

• Job Creation: The nation needs to create ten million jobs per year to absorb the addition of 

young people into the workforce. Promoting businesses’ interests and entrepreneurship 

would help in job creation to provide employment to the large labourforce. 

o India’s improved ranking in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business Index is a good 

sign. 

o Schemes like Start-up India and Make in India , if implemented properly, would 

bring the desired result in the near future. 
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• Urbanisation: The large young and working population in the years to come will migrate to 

urban areas within their own and other States, leading to rapid and large-scale increase in 

urban population. How these migrating people can have access to basic amenities, health 

and social services in urban areas need to be the focus of urban policy planning. 

o Schemes such as Smart City Mission and AMRUT needs to be effectively and 

carefully implemented. 

  

Conclusion 

India is on the right side of demographic transition that provides golden opportunity for its rapid 

socio-economic development, if policymakers align the developmental policies with this 

demographic shift. 

To reap the demographic dividend, proper investment in human capital is needed by focussing on 

education, skill development and healthcare facilities. 

Government jobs remains a preferred choice for the youth in the country as it offers a 

higher social status and job security. However, the over-emphasis on government jobs 

keeps the youth out of private work for too long and hurts consumption. Examine. 

(250) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
Last week, pictures and videos of youth travelling through the north Indian state of Uttar Pradesh to 
write the exam for the Uttar Pradesh Preliminary Eligibility Test (UPPET) went viral. It is estimated 
that around 3.8 million candidates had registered for it, with some of them literally hanging on for 
their lives from trains to reach their exam centres. Railway stations were chock-a-block and so were 
train bogies. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the reasons for over-emphasis on government jobs and its implications on the youth. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Give the context of Indians preferring government jobs. 
Body: 
First, write about reasons why government jobs are preferred more than private jobs by the youth of 
India – Job security, Less pressure at work place, Better work-life balance, More holidays and leaves, 
Government accommodation, Social recognition etc. 
Next, write about the implications of the over-emphasis on government jobs by youth on the society 
and the economy. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
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Introduction 

Government jobs are most preferred among youth due to various factors like Job security, good pay 

scales, job availability at residential place, fixed timing and social prestige. To secure these jobs, 

most of the aspirants spend their youthful age of 22-27 in preparing for the various competitive 

exams like civil services, teachings. These people can’t be unemployed neither they can be called as 

employed. 

Body 

Reasons for the demand of Government jobs 

• Job security in govt sector 

• India resides mostly in rural areas the rural youth are not well trained in niche skills so they 

are not favourite for companies who require specialised skills. 

• Potential employees are growing faster than employment, both in urban and rural areas. 

The caste agitations in various states also point to an underlying jobs anxiety 

• Private sector has not been able to generate enough employment opportunities for people 

in India. 

• Hire and fire policies in private sector. 

• Lack of awareness and soft skills in the rural youth to grab the opportunities in services 

sector 

• pressure, targets, appraisal system in MNCs 

• lack of entrepreneurial skills 

• lack of financial capabilities to start new startups, as parents prefer their kids to have a 

secured income 

• Redtapism causing undue delay while establishing new startups 

Impact on economy 

• This aspiration is adversely hitting the employment of these youths as they keep trying till, 

they reach the cut-off age and then they are forced to join the formal workforce. 

• Increased competition from youths narrows their chances. 

• The employability of such youths also gets affected because they often get depressed or do 

not indulge completely and willingly into the new job which affects their performance while 

other colleagues perform better than them. 

• This may also lead to no increments further aggravating the condition. 

• less consumption implies less demand for goods and services in the Indian economy. That 

means businesses do not need to expand their capacity. 

• Data from the Reserve Bank of India tells us that the capacity utilization of manufacturing 

companies in India has largely been less than three-fourths for close to a decade now. This 

leads to the creation of fewer private-sector jobs. 
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Measures needed 

• Greater investment in infrastructure development to increase demand of engineers, 

managers and workers. 

• Doing away the stringent labor laws that doesn’t allow private companies to expand in terms 

of labor force 

• Handholding and easy entry norms for new entrepreneurs opting for self-employment 

through Start up India 

• Focusing on labor intensive jobs like construction, leather industry and agro-processing 

under Make in India 

• Encouraging more youths to take up self-employment via Start-up and Stand-up initiatives. 

• Development of railways, ports – to create more jobs- sagar mala project is in progress to 

ensure this goal 

• Close monitoring of vacancies and filling them as pointed out by the Seventh Pay 

Commission. 

• Regulating the private and unorganized sector so that equitable benefits are provided to all 

sectors. 

• Facilitate requisite skill development via Skill India initiative 

• Govt can start specialised university for defence, postal, insurance, and logistics and can 

create skilled manpower- this skilled human resource can be utilised for make in India, 

logistics will help e commerce, postal will help communications and so o 

• encourage women entrepreneurs in the fields of food processing, textiles, Handicrafts and 

child care products etc. 

Conclusion 

Improving employment ratios by job creation would ensure that precious years of human capital 

doesn’t remain underutilized and they are absorbed as part of labor force in order to reap benefits 

of demographic dividend. 

 

 

Urbanization, their problems and their remedies.  

Despite various measures aimed at addressing the issue of solid waste management, 

it continues to be a major issue in urban areas. Analyse.  (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Indian Express , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
This monsoon, several parts of India have found themselves literally swimming in filth and sewage. 
Gutters have choked with garbage, plastics being the primary culprit. Single-use plastic carry-bags 
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have been singled out for particular attention and regular meetings have been held to educate – as 
well as admonish — people about their use. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the need for Solid waste management and successes and limitations of the various 
measures aimed towards i. 
Directive word:  
Evaluate – When you are asked to evaluate, you have to pass a sound judgement about the truth of 
the given statement in the question or the topic based on evidence.  You must appraise the worth of 
the statement in question. There is scope for forming an opinion here. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by defining solid waste management. 
Body: 
First, write about the need for solid waste management in the country. 
Next, write about the various issues in the solid waste management – funds crunch, low sectoral 
development & lack of know-how. 
Next, write about the various measures to tackle it – Solid waste management rules, Swachh Bharat 
Mission (SBM) 2.0 etc. Write their and successes and limitations. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
  

Introduction 

Solid waste management (SWM) refers to the process of collecting and treating solid wastes. It 

also offers solutions for recycling items that do not belong to garbage or trash.  In a nascent effort 

to look beyond toilets and kick off its ODF+ phase — that is, Open Defecation Free Plus — focussing 

on solid and liquid waste management, the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (SBA) has included the 

prevalence of plastic litter and water-logging in villages as indicators of cleanliness in its 2019 rural 

survey. 

Body 

Current Situation of SWM in India: 

• As per the SBM 2.0 guidelines, the total quantity of waste generated by urban areas in India 

is about 32 lakh tonnes daily. This adds up to 4.8 crore tonnes per annum. 

• Of this only about 25% is being processed; the rest is disposed of in landfills every year. 

• Given that the waste dumpsites have been operational since the early 2000s, more than 72 

crore tonnes of waste need to be processed. 

• Most cities have confined themselves to collection and transportation of solid waste. 

Processing and safe disposal are being attempted only in a few cases. 

• The CPCB report also reveals that only 68% of the MSW generated in the country is 

collected of which, 28% is treated by the municipal authorities. Thus, merely 19% of the 

total waste generated is currently treated. 

• According to a UN report, India’s e-waste from old computers alone will jump 500 per cent 

by 2020, compared to 2007. 
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• Disappearance of urban water bodies and wetlands in urban areas can be attributed to 

illegal dumping of Construction & Demolition waste. 

Some of the major issues concerning solid waste management are: 

• Absence of segregation of waste at source. 

• Lack of funds for waste management at ULBs. 

• Unwillingness of ULBs to introduce proper collection, segregation, transportation and 

treatment/ disposal systems. 

• Lack of technical expertise and appropriate institutional arrangement 

• Lack of infrastructure and technology 

• Lack of involvement from the private sector and non-governmental organisations 

• Indifference of citizens towards waste management due to lack of awareness 

• Lack of community participation towards waste management and hygienic conditions 

• Lack of sewage management plan. 

• About 70% of the plastic packaging products turn into plastic waste within a short period. 

• Unorganized vendors and markets, existence of slum areas and Corruption are other issues 

plaguing MSWM. 

Measures needed 

• State governments should provide financial support to ULBs to improve their waste 

management system under various schemes and programs. 

• Initiatives like Smart Cities Mission, AMRUT should provide significant funding to improve 

civic services infrastructure. 

• The key to efficient waste management is to ensure proper segregation of waste at 

source and to ensure that the waste goes through different streams of recycling and 

resource recovery as stated in the Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016. 

• Waste to energy is a key component of SWM. Installation of waste-to-compost and bio-

methanation plants would reduce the load of landfill sites 

• There is a need to encourage research and development so as to reinvent waste 

management system in India. 

• The focus should be on recycling and recovering from waste and not landfill. Further, it is 

important to encourage recycling of e-waste so that the problem of e-waste 

• Public- Private Partnership models for waste management should be encouraged. 

• Construction and demolition waste should be stored, separately disposed off, as per the 

Construction and Demolition Waste Management Rules, 2016. 

• Responsibilities of Generators have been introduced to segregate waste in to three 

streams, Wet (Biodegradable), Dry (Plastic, Paper, metal, wood, etc.) and domestic 

hazardous wastes (diapers, napkins, empty containers of cleaning agents, mosquito 
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repellents, etc.) and handover segregated wastes to authorized rag-pickers or waste 

collectors or local bodies. 

• Sensitization of citizens as well as government authorities, community participation, 

involvement of NGOs. Littering should be prohibited. 

• International Best practices should be emulated. South Korea is one of the few countries to 

separate and recycle food waste. It has also launched landfill recovery projects such as 

the Nanjido recovery project which have successfully transformed hazardous waste sites 

into sustainable ecological attractions. 

Conclusion 

Municipal solid waste management (MSWM) is one of the major environmental problems of Indian 

cities. The need of the hour is scientific, sustainable and environment friendly management of 

wastes. 

The increase in urban population across India has led to changes in land use without 

considering natural land contours and weather patterns. The need of the hour are 

sustainable cities, which can mitigate the impact of urban settlements Elaborate. (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Live Mint 
Why the question: 
The first two weeks of September saw parts of India’s startup hub, Bengaluru, submerged under 
water. Excessive rainfall in a La Nina year, coupled with urban expansion built over natural water 
pools (lakes) resulted in multiple low-lying areas seeing several feet of waterlogging. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the impact of rampant changes in land use policies and need to have sustainable 
cities. 
Directive: 
Elaborate – Give a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the context. You must 
be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
First, write the impacts of increasing urban population and resulting changes in land use patterns. 
Cite statistic and examples to substantiate the points. 
Next, write about the remedies for the above-mentioned problem which will result making Indian 
cities more sustainable and resilient to vagaries of climate change. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with way forward to overcome the above. 
  

Introduction 

Mindless and rampant urbanisation has wreaked havoc in India.  A similar situation was observed 

during floods in Chennai and Mumbai in recent years—a clear sign that urban planning and 

development must take into account nature and climate. 
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Currently, India’s nearly 30% population lives in urban areas and it is expected to rise upto 50% by 

2050. Being a developing country with a huge population pressure India is facing many challenges 

due to rural to urban migration. To contain these challenges and to make a proper trajectory 

towards new India, Sustainable urban planning is an important aspect. 

Body 

In absence of sustainable urban planning India is facing manifold challenges: 

• Rise in Slums: Few of the Asia’s largest slums are in Delhi and Mumbai where unplanned 

urbanisation led to polluted water, health issues and rising rate of crimes. 

• Urban flooding: Floods in Mumbai and Chennai are examples of urban flooding. These are 

results of unsustainable urbanisation. 

• Rising number of accidents: Fires in buildings and deaths in various urban accidents are daily 

routine in Indian cities. 

• Degrading environment: According to WHO report, out of 20 most polluted cities, 14 are in 

India. 

  

Significance of sustainable urbanization: 

• Safe drinking water: According to a report by NITI Aayog, 21 cities will run out of 

groundwater by 2020. To avoid further worsening of such crisis we need careful urban 

planning. 

• Affordable housing: One of the largest government programmes is to provide affordable 

housing to citizens. Sustainable urban planning will help to manage land resources in 

equitable way. 

• Urban sewage and solid waste management: In India less than quarter of the waste 

generated gets proper treatment. For rapidly growing urban agglomerations we need 

planning to manage this rising challenge. 

• Transportation and communication: Sustainable urban planning will provide efficient and 

eco-friendly public transport facilities to overpopulated urban cities of India. 

• Sustainable urban planning will also help in equitable resources distribution and affordable 

service delivery. 

• It will also help in creating sustainable environment and disaster management. 

Government efforts towards sustainable urbanization: 

• Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) as a step towards 

harnessing the agglomeration economies of the urban centres and making cities engines of 

growth. 

• It envisages convergence across various initiatives such as Amrut, Smart Cities, Hriday 

(National Heritage City Development and Augmentation Yojana), Pradhan Mantri Awas 

Yojana and Swachh Bharat. 

• Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana for affordable housing with credit linked subsidy. 
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• Smart cities Mission- It is an urban development programme launched by the government 

of India with the mission to develop 100 cities across the country and making them citizen 

friendly and sustainable. 

Way forward: 

• India needs to work on achieving the goals set by United Nations under SDG-11 to be 

achieved by 2030. 

• Need for Comprehensive National urban plan for effective and timely implementation of 

policies and schemes 

• Ensure access for all through adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic services and 

upgrade slums, transport systems for all, improving road safety, notably by expanding public 

transport. 

• Give special attention to the needs of those in vulnerable situations, women and children, 

persons with disabilities and older persons. 

• Reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of cities, including by paying special 

attention to air quality and municipal and other waste management. 

• Provide universal access to safe, inclusive and accessible, green and public spaces. 

• Support positive economic, social and environmental links between urban, peri-urban and 

rural areas by strengthening national and regional development planning 

• Substantially increase the number of cities and human settlements adopting and 

implementing integrated policies and plans towards inclusion, resource efficiency, mitigation 

and adaptation to climate change, resilience to disasters, and develop and implement, in line 

with the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

Conclusion: 

The announcement of a new urbanisation policy that seeks to rebuild Indian cities around clusters of 

human capital, instead of considering them simply as an agglomeration of land use, is a welcome 

transformation. We need to empower our cities, with a focus on land policy reforms, granting urban 

local bodies the autonomy to raise funds and enforce local land usage norms. 

 

 

 

Effects of globalization on Indian society  

Do you think the conferment of a Nobel peace prize on certain individuals and 

organisations, strengthen the voices of peace and human rights globally and in India? 

State your opinion. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
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By choosing a Belarusian human rights campaigner and two civil liberty-focused organisations from 
Ukraine and Russia for this year’s Nobel Prize for Peace, the Norwegian Committee has once again 
offered its redoubtable support for voices that are critical of the authoritarianism and militarism of 
Moscow and its allies. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the how conferment if Nobel prize can strengthen voices of human rights and 
limitations associated with it. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
First, write about the significance of the conferment of a Nobel peace prize on certain individuals and 
organisations – creating awareness, recognising dissent, inspiring others etc. 
Next, write about the limitations of the above – lack of support at ground level, politicised awards, 
authoritarian regimes etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by giving a balanced opinion 
  

Introduction 

By choosing a Belarusian human rights campaigner and two civil liberty-focused organisations from 

Ukraine and Russia for this year’s Nobel Prize for Peace, the Norwegian Committee has once again 

offered its redoubtable support for voices that are critical of the authoritarianism and militarism of 

Moscow and its allies. 

Body 

Background: Current Nobel Peace Prize winners and their context 

• This is the second year in a row that Russians who demand accountability and respect for 

human rights from authorities have been chosen for the Prize. 

• In 2021, Dmitry Muratov, editor-in-chief of the Russian Novaya Gazeta, one of the few 

independent newspapers in Vladimir Putin’s Russia, was a co-winner of the Prize for his 

“efforts to safeguard freedom of expression”. 

• This year,Memorial, an organisation that has been documenting alleged state abuses in 

Russia since 1987, shared the Prize with Ales Bialiatski, the Belarusian activist, and the 

Center for Civil Liberties (CCL) in Ukraine. 

• Memorial is one of the few independent NGOs in Russia that continue to demand 

accountability from the country’s rulers. 

• It has a database of both the victims and perpetrators of state abuses that date back to the 

Stalin era. 

• Bialiatski, who is the founder of the rights group called Viasna (Spring), has been 

campaigning for democracy in Belarus since the 1980s. The CCL, which was founded to 

promote democracy in Ukraine, is known for documenting Russia’s alleged war crimes in 

Ukraine. 
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Critical analysis 

• The Nobel Peace Prize was first presented in 1901 and is today considered one of the most 

prestigious – and sometimes controversial – awards. 

• The selection process has at times been marred by accusations of sexism, racism and the 

award committee being Eurocentric. 

• So far, 109 individuals have won the peace award but only 18 were women, including 

Mother Teresa in 1979 and Aung San Suu Kyi in 1991. 

• The award has been criticised for itspremature or faulty understanding of peace or for 

being politically motivated. For example, Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed won the 

prize in 2019 for ending the 20-year conflict between Eritrea and Ethiopia by establishing a 

peace agreement. However, a conflict started in northern Ethiopia in November 2020, and 

Abiy has been criticised for human rights violations and war crimes committed by his forces 

in the Tigray region. 

• Similarly, Obama’s award of 2009 faced a wave of criticism. He received the prize in the first 

year of his presidency, which some considered too early. But it raised questions about the 

selection due to the Obama administration’s involvement in wars in Libya, Afghanistan, 

Pakistan, Iraq and Yemen. 

• Other controversial winners include an award given in1994 to Palestinian leader Yasser 

Arafat, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres for 

their work on the Oslo Peace Accords. 

• However, sometimes recognizing those individuals and organizations who stand up for 

human rights in an authoritarian set up, can lead to human rights protection in other parts 

of the world. It may stir a global action against human rights abusers. 

  

Conclusion 

The Peace Prize has often been criticised as a political award shorn of credibility, but it could 

strengthen the voices of peace and human rights globally. 

 

Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism. 

Examine as to how the practise of manual scavenging is rooted in caste. What lessons 

can we learn from Mahatma Gandhi and Dr B.R Ambedkar’s life in order to end this 

inhuman practice?  (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: The Hindu 
Why the question: 
Bezwada Wilson, 56, born in Kolar to manual scavenger parents, has dedicated his life to the cause of 
eradicating the demeaning practice in India. He leads the Safai Karmachari Andolan, a movement for 
and with sanitation workers, women, men and children, whose social background and economic 
marginality push them into a type of labour that should have been eliminated long ago. 
Key Demand of the question: 
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To write about the caste discrimination and its role in the practice of manual scavenging and lessons 
from life of Gandhi and Ambedkar to eliminate this practice. 
Directive: 
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction: 
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
First, Present few facts about manual scavenging in the country and its association with caste 
system. Explain why it is more of a social evil in our country. Discuss the efforts of the government to 
curb such a system and highlight the lacunae in the measures taken by the government. 
Next, write about lessons we can take from the life of Mahatma Gandhi and Dr B.R Ambedkar to put 
an end to this practice. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward. 
Introduction 

Manual scavenging refers to the practice of manually cleaning, carrying, disposing or handling in any 

manner, human excreta from dry latrines and sewers. The practice of manual scavenging is linked to 

India’s caste system where so-called lower castes were expected to perform this job. Manual 

scavengers are amongst the poorest and most disadvantaged communities in India. 

Body 

Background 

• Manual scavenging is violative of Article 21 of the Indian Constitution that 

guarantees ‘Right to live life with dignity’. 

• The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation 

(Amendment) Bill, 2020 proposes to completely mechanise sewer cleaning, introduce ways 

for ‘on-site’ protection and provide compensation to manual scavengers in case of sewer 

deaths. 

o It is still awaiting cabinet approval. 

Manual scavenging: Rooted in caste 

• Caste leads to the division of labour as well as labourers. Dalits often face discrimination 

when seeking employment in sectors that are considered “pure”. 

o Manual scavenging or cleaning of dry latrines, for instance, is a job that the Dalit 

classes have been burdened with. 

• They are expected to carry loads of human excrement, and clear sewage for little or no 

income. They are trapped in a vicious cycle of poverty and social exclusion. 

• Although banned under the Prohibition of Employment of Manual Scavengers Act, 2013, the 

inhumane exercise still continues. 

o According to government data, 97% of manual scavengers are Dalits – about 42,594 

manual scavengers belong to SCs, 421 belong to STs and 431 belong to OBCs. 
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• The statistics are a disturbing reminder of our collective failure to rise above caste 

lines and provide dignity of labour to all. 

  

Lessons from Mahatma Gandhi and Dr Ambedkar: Ending manual scavenging 

• Gandhi tried to bring about change through moral betterment, while Ambedkar looked for 

systemic reform 

• Gandhi insisted that everyone clean latrines in his ashram. He did not make exceptions for 

family and friends, nor any exemptions on grounds of caste, age and religion. 

• Babasaheb was the only one to advocate that Dalits, especially women, must absolutely 

abandon manual scavenging, that there is no justification for it. 

• Many may have tried to claim dignity of labour in manual scavenging, or argued that it is a 

necessary part of human life in any social structure. Ambedkar took the veneer of 

respectability off this horrible practice. 

Way forward 

• Implementation of Existing Welfare Policies: The government’s response reflects a deep 

sense of apathy. It needs to realise that denial only contributes to the delay in solving the 

problem. Sewer deaths are still a reality. 

o India is still a long way from the rehabilitation of manual scavengers. The 

government scheme provides for one-time cash assistance of Rs 40,000, skill 

development training, and capital subsidy for self-employed projects. 

o Effective implementation of these schemes is needed. 

• Stringent and Integrated Laws: If a law creates a statutory obligation to provide sanitation 

services on the part of state agencies, it will create a situation in which the rights of these 

workers will not hang in the air. 

o As of now, the provisions for punishment are both weak and more importantly, as 

highlighted by activists, there have been next to no serious legal 

proceedings against people and organisations accused of engaging workers for 

manual scavenging. 

o There are demands by activists that the law needs to be read along with the SC & 

ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989 in order to strengthen it. 

• Behavioural Change: To address the social sanction behind manual scavenging, it is required 

first to acknowledge and then understand how and why manual scavenging continues to be 

embedded in the caste system. 

o It is important to understand that manual scavenging is not just a problem of 

technology or financial assistance but also of social prejudice. 

o The state must accept the role of caste and should actively solve it. We must show 

impatience and a sense of urgency and should not make equality, justice and the 

dignity of labour wait any longer. 
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• Social Awareness: To end the problem of Manual Scavenging, it is obsessively necessary to 

work from the core of the problem. Lack of skills for doing another job and discrimination 

from the society itself are the reason they all are engaged in such kind of occupations. 

o It is a collective responsibility of the governments at all levels, NGOs, health officers 

and social communities to create awareness among the manual scavenger 

community regarding health issues, hygiene practices, and sanitization processes. 

o The general public should also be made aware of legal implications regarding 

employment of manual scavenging. 

Conclusion 

Work is fundamental to how we realise our destiny in this world, to provide economically for oneself 

and one’s family is central to dignity — a lack of it leads to alienation and stunted human growth. 

Form a critical assessment of the major political philosophies of twentieth and twenty 

first century. How have these political philosophies shaped the world order?  (250 

words) 
Difficulty level: Tough 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The extraordinary protests by women in Iran. The growing repression needed to sustain the 
Communist Party Congress in China. Anxieties over the quality of liberal democracy. The looming 
political crisis in South Africa. These all seem like disparate, unconnected anxieties. But in a larger 
historical arc, they suggest that we might be in the midst of a global legitimation crisis 
Key Demand of the question: 
To critically analyse the major political philosophies of modern world history and their impact on 
world order. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context regarding the major political philosophies of twentieth and twenty first 
century. 
Body: 
First, write about the achievements as well as shortcomings of major political philosophies – 
communism, capitalism, socialism, colonialism, liberalism etc. 
Next, write about the various ways in which the above shaped the global world order in the present 
times. Substantiate with examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
Introduction 

The extraordinary protests by women in Iran. The growing repression needed to sustain the 

Communist Party Congress in China. Anxieties over the quality of liberal democracy. The looming 

political crisis in South Africa. These all seem like disparate, unconnected anxieties. But in a larger 

historical arc, they suggest that we might be in the midst of a global legitimation crisis. The 

normative horizons within which politics was conducted in different parts of the world are 

simultaneously being questioned. 

Body 

Critical assessment of political philosophies of 20th and 21st century 
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• Capitalism: From a political perspective, capitalism is a system of laissez-faire (freedom). 

Lawfully, it is a system of objective laws that is rule of law, in contrast, to the rule of man. In 

financial terms, when such freedom is applied to the domain of production its result is the 

free market. 

o In a capitalist system, the factories fuel the economy, and a wealthy few own the 

factories. 

o This created the need for a large number of people to work for the factory owners. 

In this environment, the wealthy few exploited the labourers, who had to labour to 

live. 

• Socialism: Socialism is a political and economic ideology that believes in the public 

ownership of means of production and distribution based on a plan formulated by a central 

authority. 

o Socialism depends altogether upon the history of mankind for a record of its growth 

in the past and bases its future upon knowledge of that history in so far as it can be 

accurately traced up to the present time. 

o Socialism was initiated in the late 18th-century by a knowledgeable and working-

class political movement that disapproved of the effects of industrialization and 

private ownership on civilization. 

• Communism: In layman’s terms, communism is the political system in which the 

community owns and controls entities like factories, farms, services, etc. intending to treat 

everyone equally. 

o Communism is based on the goal of eliminating socioeconomic class struggles by 

creating a classless and stateless society in which everyone shares the benefits of 

labour and the community controls all property and wealth. 

o It is a form of government most closely associated with the ideas of Karl Marx, a 

German philosopher, which he outlined in The Communist Manifesto (1848). 

o Many philosophers have argued that Communism offers an idea of unattainable 

perfect future, and keeps its subjects in thrall to it by devaluing the past and the 

present. 

o It asserts to represent a universal truth which explains everything and can cure every 

ill and any apparent deviations or under-performance are explained away by 

casuistry and emotional appeals. 

Shaping the world order 

• Today, the historical words capitalism, socialism, and communism do not fully capture the 

economic systems of nations. 

• New words are also used to describe economic systems- free market system; mixed 

economy; command economy. 

• In the Western world and other countries like India, the horizon was broadly some version 

of liberal, representative constitutional democracy. 
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• In a large part of the world, from Pakistan to Egypt, there was a quest for some version of 

modern Islamic constitutionalism, reconciling the sovereignty of God with the requirements 

of the modern world. 

• In Africa, the political and moral aspiration of politics was shaped by trying to think of a 

political form that could be an effective bulwark against the creation of the colour line and 

imperialism in the organisation of the world system. 

• And China has, for the better part of its recent history, been shaped by the idea of the party-

state as a distinctive political form. 

  

Conclusion 

In other words, communism, socialism, and capitalism are in sync with modern national economics 

falling somewhere in the middle, or mixed zone of the different types of economies. 

Therefore, a clear understanding of the historical developments, meaning, political associations, and 

synonyms of these three words is essential. 

India is historically secular. Democracy and plurality go hand in hand in the country 

and provide the Indian society the vibrancy that one sees within it. Comment. (250 

words). 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express ,  Insights on India 
Why the question: 
Several groups which are inimical to India’s interests have come together to put out a huge 
advertisement in a leading American newspaper which is full of innuendoes and falsehoods about 
India with a clear aim of creating social divisions and promoting unrest. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about secularism and pluralism in the India society. 
Directive word:  
Comment– here we must express our knowledge and understanding of the issue and form an overall 
opinion thereupon. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by defining secularism in the Indian context. 
Body: 
First, write about the how India has been a secular entity rights since ancient and medieval times. 
Cite examples to substantiate. 
Next, write about how India secularism, pluralism and democracy have shaped the nation and 
provide the society with solidarity in diversity. Cite examples. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
  

Introduction 

India always followed the great tradition of ‘Sarva dharma sambhava’ i.e. all religions are 

harmonious with each other and lead to God and thus one can follow the path he or she chooses. 

Tolerance and harmony is a weave through Indian philosophy, culture and society since ages. 
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Body 

India is historically secular 

• Born out of the great Hindu Vedic Dharmic tradition,  between 200 BC and 300 CE, Buddhism 

swept through the length and breadth of the Indian sub-continent catching the imagination 

of the rulers and the people alike. 

• India from a 100% Hindu nation became a Buddhist majority nation and remained so for 

nearly 500 years. 

• Many Emperors and Kings converted to Buddhism and so did vast majority of the subjects 

but never did the converted rulers or their subjects persecute followers of the old faith i.e. 

Sanatana Dharma or Hinduism, as we know it popularly. 

• The Guptas, who were Hindus, reined greater part of India from 320 CE to 550 CE. They not 

only ushered in India’s golden age but also presided over a golden Hindu renaissance. 

• Being staunch Hindus they gave impetus to Vedic Hinduism but also continued to patronize 

Buddhism by donating and supporting various Buddhist monasteries and universities. The 

state supported and promoted all denomination of faiths with an even hand. 

• Even during the period of Islamic invasion and occupation starting earnestly in 1200 CE many 

Hindu kings during these very disturbing times continued to maintain Dharmic equanimity 

and promoted religious tolerance and equality. 

• The Vijaynagar Empire (1336 CE to 1565 CE) the bulwark of Hindu resistance to Islamic 

onslaught in the Deccan and Peninsular India had a sizeable Muslim population residing 

within the city wall as well as in various parts of the empire but never during the 

interminable strife with the Bahamani Muslim sultans were these minorities mistreated. 

• In fact, the rulers of Vijaynagar provided them patronage and privileges during their festivals 

and daily life. Whereas all the while neighbouring Bahamani Sultans persecuted and 

mistreated their Hindu subjects. 

• Parsees, the fire worshipping Mazdians of Persia arrived in India around the 10 century 

escaping Muslim persecution in Iran. Parsees were welcomed and integrated into India 

society with local Raja’s patronizing their fire temples and have gone on to contribute to 

India inversely proportional to their small numbers. 

Democracy and plurality go hand in hand in the country 

• In the diverse society of India, pluralism is crucial for its smooth functioning. 

• A pluralist democracy, allowing the masses the freedom of association, is necessary for the 

democratic culture to flow. 

• India has experienced life from every conceivable angle, height and depth. 

• India’s cultural life has a rare quality of richness, variety, and maturity. 

• One of the most glorious aspects of India’s pluralist cultural history is the treatment that her 

states and people gave to the religious and minority groups that came to India as refugees. 
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• Be it the Tibetans under the leadership of HH Dalai Lama or the recent refugees from 

Myanmar, India has been a safe refuge. 

• Our  age-old traditions of tolerance and hospitality, attracted them and they found their 

hopes and aspirations fulfilled. 

• We have intense pride for Ajanta caves, the Kashi temple, the Taj Mahal, Gommatesvara of 

Shravanabelagola, the Golden Temple of Amritsar, etc. 

• Though they embody different faiths, there is a sense of the emotional experience of being 

Indian. This explains the plurality of beliefs. 

• Concerning language, India never had a monopoly on one language. 

• Various local, regional, national and international languages are spoken and learnt by 

Indians. 

• We have the willingness to learn different languages. 

• Indian culture encourages the learning abilities of several streams at a time and does not 

discard one for the other. 

• We do not adhere to the policy of worshipping one God throughout India or following one 

religion with one or two sects. Each community and caste have different Gods to worship 

and follow their customs and traditions. 

• At present, Indian democracy is unique for its multi-political party system. Thus, society is 

seen as different from the position and political power. 

• We also notice that an Indian lives with many identities, such as you can be a Bengali or 

Tamilian, Goan, a Hindu, Muslim or a Christian, etc. They all have their identities within the 

structure of homogeneous living. 

Way forward 

• Since secularism has been declared as a part of the basic structure of the Constitution, 

governments must be made accountable for implementing it. 

• Define the word “minority”. The concept of secularism is based on recognition and 

protection of minorities. The two cannot be separated. 

• Setting up of a commission on secularism for ensuring adherence to the constitutional 

mandate on secularism. 

• Separation of religion from politics. It is of such urgency that no time should be wasted in 

bringing this about. 

• It is the duty of the secular and democratic forces to rally behind those political forces that 

really profess and practice secularism. 

• In a secular state, religion is expected to be a purely personal and private matter and is not 

supposed to have anything to do with the governance of the country. 
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Examine the reasons for the high rate of crimes against women. Suggest ways to have 

a zero-tolerance approach towards crimes against women in order to build safe, 

resilient and inclusive spaces for women. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: The Hindu , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
Reported violence against women is the proverbial tip of the iceberg; it conceals more than it reveals. 
But what it reveals can sometimes shock the collective conscience of a nation, especially a heinous 
crime that plays out in broad daylight as an assault on a young woman. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the reasons for unabated crimes against women and steps that are needed to tackle 
this chronic problem. 
Directive word:  
Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context and mention the NCRB data on increasing cases of rape in India 
Body: 
In the first part, mention the reasons for this chronic issue. Legal loopholes, social conditioning, 
culture of violence, Caste dynamics etc. 
Write the steps that are the need of the hour. Effective implementation of Laws, investigating agency 
and prosecution more proficient, awareness, gender sensitisation etc. Debate about provision of 
death penalty for Rape. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward. 
  

Introduction 

The latest National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) paints a frightful picture of a steady rise in rape 

cases.  According to National Crime Records Bureau statistics, a whopping 4,28,278 lakh crimes 

against women happened in 2021. 

These horrific, unrelated crimes point to a common denominator: India remains unsafe for 

women. The Delhi gang rape of 2012, which led to stricter laws, is now a distant memory, as horrific 

cases of sexual violence continue to shock the country. 

Body 

Crimes against Women: Statistics 

In 2019, 400,000 cases of crimes against women were reported, up from about 378,000 in 2018. 

These account for only 10% of the crimes against women. The conviction rate for rape cases is a 

dismal 30%. 

Reason for crimes against women in India 

• Entrenched Patriarchy: India is a deeply patriarchal society. Popular culture equates 

masculinity with sexual aggression and encourages men and boys to bully and harass 

women, even rape them, to “tame” them and teach them a lesson. 
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• Gender and caste violence: Raping Dalit women takes thismisogyny further. A Dalit woman 

is raped not just to punish and humiliate the woman but also her family and community. It is 

aimed at underscoring the powerlessness of Dalit men and the larger Dalit community to 

protect “their” women. 

• Justice system: It is a social fact that the criminal legal system often merely re-arranges a 

system of illegalities. For example, rape survivors are routinely pressurized to “compromise” 

illegally and turn hostile in trials, failing which they may be threatened or even killed. 

• Humiliation to victim:Victims, instead of getting justice, had to face several unnecessary 

humiliating questions. 

• Crime in home:Most crimes still happen within the confines of homes & victims are raped by 

people they know well like relatives/friends/etc, most of these cases don’t even make it to 

the statistics. 

• No preventive measures:In case of any crime committed against women, the discussion 

always goes towards punishment for the crime only, but never towards the prevention of 

crime. 

Rethinking policies to make safer spaces for women 

• Law enforcement must swiftly bring the perpetrators to book and state governments must 

ascertainareas of high crime rates and double safety protocols in those areas. 

• Men and young boys must be brought into the conversation to dismantle patriarchy and 

power structures that destroy the lives of women. 

• Plugging Gaps in Justice Delivery: The most severe gaps in the justice delivery system are 

reporting a police complaint. Therefore, the focus of the criminal justice system needs to 

shift from sentencing and punishment to the stages of reporting, investigation, and victim-

support mechanisms. In this context, the following measures must be ensured: 

o The victim reports a case without any fear. 

o Police to conduct a sound investigation. 

o Victim protection throughout the trial. 

o Making testification as easy and as quick as possible. 

o Allocation of resources and more robust implementation of the law than is currently 

evident. 

• Sensitisation At a Broader Level:Despite the ever-increasing ambit of the death sentence, 

there has been little effort to address prejudices in society. 

o Addressing the prejudicesin the society against sexual offences requires 

sensitisation of functionaries of the justice system & more importantly society. 

• Victim protection: Adequate protection must be given to the victim until the case is closed 

to ensure they are not threatened. 

Conclusion 
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Crimes against women are on the rise in recent times. Safety of women is of utmost important to 

ensure that the society will prosper. The extent of violence against women in India is shameful, and 

shows little sign of abating. While, as a community, it is possible to pass laws to criminalise the 

violence, law alone will not ask men to respect the opposite gender. What needs to be ingrained in 

the society is this “stronger people don’t put others down; they lift them up”. The year 

2012 brought a drastic change in the way the State and society began viewing the epidemic of 

sexual violence; nine years later, India still has a long way to go. 

  

 

 

 

Salient features of world’s physical geography. 

Explain the concept of sea floor spreading. How does the sea floor spread impact 

global warming? (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Down to Earth , Insights on India , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
Seafloor spreading, caused by an upwelling of magma, has led to episodes of global warming in the 
geologic past; the spread rate has slowed down in last 19 million years, but could gather momentum. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To explain sea floor spreading and its relation with global warming. 
Directive word:  
Explain – Clarify the topic by giving a detailed account as to how and why it occurred, or what is the 
context. You must be defining key terms wherever appropriate and substantiate with relevant 
associated facts. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by describing sea floor spreading. 
Body: 
Explain the causative factors of the sea floor spreading. Explain the mechanism involved. 
Seafloor spreading and other tectonic activity processes are the result of mantle convection. Mantle 
convection is the slow, churning motion of Earth’s mantle. Convection currents carry heat from the 
lower mantle and core to the lithosphere. Convection currents also “recycle” lithospheric materials 
back to the mantle. Use suitable diagrams to explain the processes involved in sea floor spreading. 
In the second half of the answer, explain the relation between sea floor spreading – upwelling of 
magma and its impact on global warming. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
  

Introduction 

Seafloor spreading is a process that occurs at mid-ocean ridges, where new oceanic crust is formed 

through volcanic activity and then gradually moves away from the ridge. The idea that the seafloor 

itself moves (and carries the continents with it) as it expands from a central axis was proposed. 

by Harry Hess. 
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Body 

  

Mechanism of sea-floor spreading 

• According to this theory, the intense heat generated by radioactive substances in the mantle 

(100-2900 km below the earth surface) seeks a path to escape, and gives rise to the 

formation of convention currents in the mantle. 

• Wherever rising limbs of these currents meet, oceanic ridges are formed on the sea floor 

and wherever the failing limbs meet, trenches are formed. 

• Seafloor spreading is a process that occurs at mid-ocean ridges, where new oceanic crust is 

formed through volcanic activity and then gradually moves away from the ridge. 

• Seafloor spreading helps explain continental drift in the theory of plate tectonics. When 

oceanic plates diverge, tensional stress causes fractures to occur in the lithosphere. 

• Basaltic magma rises up the fractures and cools on the ocean floor to form new sea floor. 

• Older rocks will be found farther away from the spreading zone while younger rocks will be 

found nearer to the spreading zone. 

Seafloor spreading impact on global warming 

• Seafloor spreading, caused by an upwelling of magma, has led to episodes of global warming 

in the geologic past; the spread rate has slowed down in last 19 million years, but could 

gather momentum. 

• Since new ocean floor or crust is created during such seafloor spreading, to maintain the 

planetary balance, the Earth returns a similar area into the deep mantle elsewhere by 

pushing the older seafloor towards subduction zones, where the heavier tectonic plate sinks 

below a lighter one into the Earth’s interiors. 

https://t.me/insightsIAStips
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA
https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/seafloor.png


INSTA SECURE SYNOPSIS 

   

Telegram: https://t.me/insightsIAStips  Page 73 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpoccbCX9GEIwaiIe4HLjwA 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/insightsonindia 

• Scientists have long known that seafloor spreading rates impact CO2 levels. Faster spreading 

plates have more volcanic activity and inject more CO2 into the water, some of which 

eventually ends up in the atmosphere. 

• At subduction zones, the gas is removed from the surface when organisms such as corals 

and plankton die and sink to the bottom of the seafloor. Their shells, made of calcium 

carbonate, combine with sediments to form limestone that ferry the trapped carbon into the 

mantle. 

• However, even here, some of the carbon escapes into the atmosphere when rocks melt at 

subduction zones. The CO2 in the interiors then charts its journey back into the atmosphere 

at mid-ocean ridges, continuing the cycle. 

Conclusion 

The seafloor spreading theory is one hypothesis introduced to suggest a mechanism of controlled 

CO2 levels in the atmosphere, causing the observed variations between warm CO2-rich greenhouse 

intervals and cold CO2-depleted global cooling intervals. This theory focuses the control of CO2 

levels on plate tectonic processes. During plate tectonics, carbon is cycled endlessly between the 

Earth’s interior and its surface. It is this cycling of carbon in different stages that defines whether 

global warming or global cooling intervals predominate. 

  

  

Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic 

activity, cyclone etc. 

Human-caused climate change is affecting hazards now, such as decreasing the 

frequency of tropical cyclones while increasing their intensity. Analyse. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Down to Earth , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
A tropical cyclone has formed in the Bay of Bengal over the weekend and is due to hit the Indian state 
of Odisha. If the past is any guide, Cyclone Sitrang may bring flooding, destroyed crops, collapsed 
buildings and loss of life. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the causes for increasing frequency of Tropical Cyclones, and their possible negative 
effects and role of climate change in it. 
Directive word:  
Analyse – When asked to analyse, you must examine methodically the structure or nature of the 
topic by separating it into component parts and present them in a summary. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context. 
Body: 
First, write about the various causes behind the decreasing frequency of cyclones and rising intensity 
– Surface temperatures intensification of cyclones, conducive wind shear for cyclones, climate change 
etc. 
Next, write about the role of climate change in regards to this Also, write about its impact. 
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Conclusion: 
Conclude by writing a way forward to address this issue. 
Introduction 

Cyclone is a region of low atmospheric pressure surrounded by high atmospheric pressure resulting 

in swirling atmospheric disturbance accompanied by powerful winds. They occur mainly in 

the tropical and temperate regions of the world. Recently cyclonic storm Sitrang made an early 

landfall in Bangladesh causing a surprise among meteorologists. 

Climate change will have opposite effects on the frequency of strong tropical cyclones along the 

western and eastern coasts of India by 2050. The frequency will reduce in the Bay of Bengal, 

traditionally known for its powerful storms, while it will increase in the Arabian Sea, a calmer body of 

water in this regard, a new study published in Science Advances has estimated. 

Body 

Impact of Climate change on tropical cyclones 

● Warming of the surface ocean from anthropogenic (human-induced) climate change is likely 

fuelling more powerful Tropical Cyclones. 

● The destructive power of individual Tropical Cyclones through flooding is amplified by rising sea 

levels, which very likely has a substantial contribution at the global scale from anthropogenic 

climate change. 

● In addition, Tropical Cyclones’ precipitation rates are projected to increase due to enhanced 

atmospheric moisture associated with anthropogenic global warming. 

● The proportion of severe Tropical Cyclones has increased, possibly due to anthropogenic climate 

change. 

● However, most climate model studies project a corresponding reduction in the proportion of 

low-intensity cyclones, so the total number of Tropical Cyclones each year is projected to 

decrease or remain approximately the same. 

● Studies have shown that some 2.1 to 3.1 per cent of the total number of tropical cyclones 

expected to strike in the near future, could be strong. 

● Globally, the risk of strong tropical cyclones is expected to become more than double by 2050. 

The Gulf of Mexico is not likely to see the same trend, according to the analysis. 

● The studies associated with temperature suggest that the Indian Ocean is warming, particularly 

the Arabian Sea, which is doing so at the fastest rate. 

● Previously, tropical cyclones in the Arabian Sea were restricted to Gujarat. 

● In the past decade though, Kerala and Karnataka have also become more vulnerable to cyclones. 

A recent example is ‘Ockhi’. 

● The Arabian Sea is quickly responding to climate change signals, heating rapidly and driving more 

and more cyclones, and excessive rainfall, although, experts still do not understand how much of 

a performance climate change must work on Ockhi. 

● The rise in Arabian Sea surface temperature makes it warmer than other seas all through this 

period. 
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● Global warming adds to climate variability and weather changes. 

● A sophisticated climate model to compare the conditions in 2015 to conditions in 1860, keeping 

in mind the carbon footprints. The findings suggest that 64 per cent of the cyclone risk in the 

Arabian Sea was due to climate change. 

● The coastal areas surrounding the Arabian Sea are at specific risk since the geographical location 

offers cyclones nowhere to go but the land. 

Steps to be taken to mitigate impact of disaster 

● Coastal belt plantation: Providing a cover through green belt sustains less damage as forests act 

as a wide buffer zone against strong winds and flash floods. Without the forest the cyclone 

travel freely inland. 

● Hazard mapping: Meteorological records of the wind speed and the directions give the pattern 

of occurrence of cyclone for particular wind speeds. A hazard map will illustrate the areas 

vulnerable to cyclone in any given year and estimate the severity of the cyclone and various 

damage intensities in the region. 

● Land use control: It can be designed so that least critical activities are placed in vulnerable areas. 

Location of settlements in the flood plains is at utmost risk. Citing of key facilities must be 

marked in the land use. Policies should be in place to regulate land use and building codes 

should be enforced. 

● Engineered structures:  This needs to be built to withstand wind forces. Good site selection is 

also important. Majority of the buildings in coastal areas are built with locally available materials 

and have no engineering inputs. Good construction practices should be adopted such as: 

▪ Cyclonic wind storms inundate the coastal areas. It is advised to construct on stilts or on 

earth mound. 

▪ Houses can be strengthened to resist wind and flood damage. All elements holding the 

structures need to be properly anchored to resist the uplift or flying off of the objects. 

For example, avoid large overhangs of roofs, and the projections should be tied down. 

▪ A row of planted trees will act as a shield. It reduces the energy. 

▪ Buildings storing food supplies must be protected against the winds and water. 

▪ Protect river embankments. 

▪ Communication lines should be installed underground. 

▪ Provide strong halls for community shelter in vulnerable locations. 

● Flood management:  Torrential rains, strong wind and storm range leads to flooding in the 

cyclone affected areas. There are possibilities of landslides too. Flood mitigation measures must 

be incorporated. 

● Improving vegetation cover: The roots of the plants and trees keep the soil intact and prevent 

erosion and slow runoff to prevent or lessen flooding. 

▪ The use of tree planted in rows will act as a windbreak. 

▪ Coastal shelterbelt plantations can be developed to break severe wind speeds. 
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▪ It minimizes devastating effects. 

● Improved early warning systems are a must to ensure preparedness. 

Way Forward 

● Develop a Climate Risk Atlas to map critical vulnerabilities such as coasts, urban heat stress, 

water stress, and biodiversity collapse. 

● Develop an Integrated Emergency Surveillance Systemto facilitate a systematic and sustained 

response to emergencies. 

● Mainstream risk assessment at all levels,including localised, regional, sectoral, cross-sectoral, 

macro and micro-climatic level. 

● Enhance adaptive and resilience capacityto climate-proof lives, livelihoods and investments. 

● Increase the participatory engagement of all stakeholders in the risk assessment process. 

● Integrate risk assessment into local, sub-national, and national level plans. 

Conclusion 

Global warming has presented us with new challenges such as rapid intensification of cyclones, 

which need to be closely monitored at higher resolution and accuracy using on-site platforms such 

as buoys and moorings. Improving the Indian Ocean Observing System (IndOOS) and incorporating 

the global warming signals in the weather models can help us tackle the challenges of intense 

cyclones in the future. 

 

 

 

Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and 

the Indian sub-continent); 

The natural resources that form ocean ecosystems can play a significant role in the 

socio-economic growth and development of nations. Elaborate. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Easy 
Reference: Down to Earth , Insights on India 
Why the question: 
West Africa has a variety of marine and coastal ecosystems, found within the Atlantic Ocean. This is 
one of the most diverse and economically important fishing zones in the world and provides an 
income for many through fishing, shipping, logistics and mining. But unregulated and unsustainable 
exploitation has degraded the ecosystems severely. Threats have come from land based sources of 
pollution, insecurity and piracy, illegal and harmful fishing practices and climate change. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the resource richness of the ocean ecosystem and its socio-economic implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Begin by giving context regarding the major resources present in the ocean. 
Body: 
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First, draw a neat diagram showing major resources across oceans of the world. Write in detail the 
economic implications of the resources mentioned in the introduction. 
Next, write about the social importance of marine resources – Fishing, Marine Biotechnology, 
Minerals, Tourism & Leisure and Education and research etc. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude by summarising. 
  

Introduction 

The natural resources that form ocean ecosystems can play a significant role in the socio-economic 

growth and development of nations. But unregulated and unsustainable exploitation has degraded 

the ecosystems severely. Threats have come from land based sources of pollution, insecurity and 

piracy, illegal and harmful fishing practices and climate change. 

Body 

  

Importance of natural resources in ocean ecosystem 

• Oceans cover three-quarters of the Earth’s surface, contain 97% of the Earth’s water, and 

represent 99% of the living area on the planet. 

o Oceans protect biodiversity, keep the planet cool, and absorb about 30% of global 

CO2 

o At least3-5% of global GDP is derived from oceans. 

• Blue economy, through sustainable use of oceans, has great potential for boosting the 

economic growthby providing opportunities for income generation and jobs etc. 

• It can support food security, and diversification to address new resources for energy, new 

drugs valuable chemicals, protein food, deep sea minerals, security etc. 

• It is the next sunrise sector. 

o Sunrise Sector is a sector that is expanding rapidlyand is expected to be increasingly 

important in the future. 

• Fishery: Marine fisheries wealth around Indian coastline is estimated to have an annual 

harvestable potential of 4.4 million metric tonnes. 

• Minerals: Oceanscontain vast amount of minerals, including the cobalt, zinc, manganese and 

rare earth materials. These minerals are needed for electronic industry to make smart 

phones, laptops and car components etc. 

• Energy resources: The main energy resources present in Indian Ocean are petroleum and 

gas hydrates. Petroleum products mainly includes the oil produced from offshore regions. 

Gas hydrates are unusually compact chemical structures made of water and natural gas. 

• Salts: Seawater contain economically useful salts such as gypsum and common salt. Gypsum 

is useful in various industries. 

• Manganese Nodules and Crusts: Manganese nodules contain significant concentrations of 

manganese, iron and copper, nickel, and cobalt all of which have a numerous economic use. 
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Challenges 

• The threat of sea-borne terror  such as piracy and armed robbery, maritime terrorism, illicit 

trade in crude oil, arms, drug and human trafficking and smuggling of contraband, etc. 

• Natural Disasters occurs every year like tsunamis, cyclones, hurricanes typhoons, etc leave 

thousands of people stranded and property worth millions destroyed. 

• Man-Made problems : Oil spills, climate change continue to risk the stability of the maritime 

domain. 

• Impact of climate change: Changes in sea temperature, acidity, threaten marine life, 

habitats, and the communities that depend on them. 

• Marine pollution  in form of excess nutrients from untreated sewerage, agricultural runoff, 

and marine debris such as plastics 

• Overexploitation of marine resources  such as illegal, unreported, and unregulated 

extraction of marine resources. 

  

Conclusion 

The Ocean is one of Earth’s most valuable natural resources. It provides food in the form of fish and 

shellfish—about 200 billion pounds are caught each year. 

Ocean resources provide jobs, goods, and services for billions of people around the world and have 

immense economic importance. Sustainable development is of immense importance to ensure 

livelihoods of billions of people. 

 

Geographical features and their location-changes in critical geographical 

features (including water-bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the 

effects of such changes. 

Examine as to how climate change is impacting the Indian monsoon. Suggest adaptive 

measures to ensure shifting patterns in monsoon activity over the Indian subcontinent 

doesn’t affect its economic sectors. (250 words) 
Difficulty level: Moderate 
Reference: Indian Express 
Why the question: 
The heavy October rainfall over North and Northwest India underscores the changing patterns of 
monsoon activity over the subcontinent. Driven by climate change, the ‘normal’ has shifted, and the 
country may soon have to make adjustments in a range of sectors. 
Key Demand of the question: 
To write about the impact of climate change on monsoon and adaptations needed to reduce its 
negative impacts. 
Directive word:  
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Examine – When asked to ‘Examine’, we must investigate the topic (content words) in detail, inspect 
it, investigate it and establish the key facts and issues related to the topic in question. While doing so 
we should explain why these facts and issues are important and their implications. 
Structure of the answer: 
Introduction:  
Start by introducing Indian monsoon and its importance briefly. 
Body: 
Write about the impact of climate change – both monsoon deficit and too much monsoon in 
counterproductive in the Indian scenario. Mention the drawbacks of the too much surplus in 
monsoon such as floods, crop damage, increased pest infestation and disease, low outputs etc with 
supporting examples. Also, include the indirect costs incurred such as increased imports and reduced 
exports. 
Conclusion: 
Conclude with a way forward to deal with climate change impact and mitigate it.    
  

Introduction 

Monsoons are seasonal winds which reverse their direction with the change of season. The monsoon 

is a double system of seasonal winds. They flow from sea to land during the summer and from land 

to sea during winter. Monsoons are peculiar to Indian Subcontinent, South East Asia, parts of Central 

Western Africa etc. Indian Monsoons are Convection cells on a very large scale. They are periodic or 

secondary winds which seasonal reversal in wind direction. 

Persistence of intense La Nina conditions, the abnormal warming of East Indian 

Ocean, negative Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD), southward movement of most of the monsoon 

depressions and lows and pre-monsoon heating over the Himalayan region and melting glaciers are 

causes of the variation. 

  

Body 

Factors that influence formation of South west monsoon are: 

• The differential heating and cooling of land and watercreates a low pressure on the 

landmass of India while the seas around experience comparatively high pressure. 

• The shift of the position of Inter Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ) in summer, over the 

Ganga plain (this is the equatorial trough normally positioned about 5°N of the equator. It is 

also known as the monsoon-trough during the monsoon season). 

• The presence of the high-pressure area, east of Madagascar, approximately at 20°S over the 

Indian Ocean. The intensity and position of this high-pressure area affect the Indian 

Monsoon. 

• The Tibetan plateaugets intensely heated during summer, which results in strong vertical air 

currents and the formation of low pressure over the plateau at about 9 km above sea level. 

• The movement of the westerly jet streamto the north of the Himalayas and the presence of 

the tropical easterly jet stream over the Indian peninsula during summer. 

• Position and strength of the Tropical Easterly Jet (African Easterly Jet). 
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• Southern Oscillation (SO):Normally when the tropical eastern south Pacific Ocean 

experiences high pressure, the tropical eastern Indian Ocean experiences low pressure. But 

in certain years, there is a reversal in the pressure conditions and the eastern Pacific has 

lower pressure in comparison to the eastern Indian Ocean. This periodic change in pressure 

conditions is known as the SO. 

• Indian Ocean Dipole,which is sustained variations in the difference between tropical 

western and eastern Indian Ocean surface temperatures 

• Madden-Julian oscillation, an oceanic-atmospheric phenomenon which affects weather 

activities across the globe. It brings major fluctuation in tropical weather on weekly to 

monthly timescales. 

Effects of climate change on the Indian monsoons: 

• The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) has clearly sighted that2022 has seen the 

second highest extreme events since 1902. 

o An alarming case asincidents of floods and droughts have increased, there is more 

evidence coming our way on how global warming has been impacting the Indian 

monsoon. 

• Research shows thatglobal warming increases the fluctuations in the monsoon, resulting in 

both long dry periods and short spells of heavy rains. 

• Aerosols absorb solar radiationdue to which less of it reaching the surface of the Earth. 

• This leads tocooling of land, reducing the contrast of temperature between sea and land, 

thereby weakening the atmospheric circulation that sustains the Indian Monsoon. 

• Not only this, changes in circulation in the Indian subcontinent affect air-sea interaction 

which is the binding factor between Asia and the Indian Ocean. 

• Climate change is altering the nature of the Indian monsoon,turning it into an erratic and 

destructive force. 

• Since 1951, the monsoon circulation has weakened, especially in regions like the Western 

Ghats and the Indo-Gangetic plains.Simultaneously, however, incidents of localised heavy 

rainfall have increased. What has also increased is the duration of dry spells between rainy 

days during the monsoon. 

  

Measures needed 

• Deploying lower-carbon Energy: 

o There are four main types of low-carbon energy: wind, solar, hydro or nuclear 

power. The first three are renewable, which means these are good for the 

environment – as natural resources are used (such as wind or sun) to produce 

electricity. 

o Deploying lower carbon energy would help address both domestic and international 

climate challenges while simultaneously improving the economic well-being of 

India’s citizens. 
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• Mainstreaming Renewable energy: 

o India’s energy mix is dominated by coal powered electric generation stations as of 

now. 

o The need of the hour is increase the share of renewable energy in this energy mix. 

• Focus on Energy Efficiency: 

o Will need energy efficient buildings, lighting, appliances and industrial practices 

tomeet the net-zero goal. 

• Increased usage of Biofuels: 

o Can help reduce emissions from light commercial vehicles, tractors in agriculture. 

o In aviation, the only practical solution for reducing emissions is greater use of 

biofuels, until hydrogen technology gains scale. 

• Transition towards Electric vehicles: 

o This will further help curb the carbon emissions. 

• Carbon Sequestration: 

o India willhave to rely on natural and man-made carbon sinks to soak up those 

emissions. Trees can capture 0.9 billion tons; the country will need carbon capture 

technologies to sequester the rest. 

• Carbon Pricing: 

o India, which already taxes coal and petroleum fuels, should consider putting a tax on 

emissions to drive change. 

Conclusion 

India is one of the most vulnerable nations to the ravages of climate change, and what makes our 

experience unique in many ways is that the country faces severe challenges on nearly every climate 

metric: be it sea level rise, the melting of Himalayan glaciers, an increase in the number of 

destructive cyclones or extreme heatwaves. In many ways, these separate impacts have come 

together to shape the destiny of one of the most awe-inspiring weather phenomena on the planet, 

the Indian monsoon. 

  

Climate change is set to inescapably alter the ocean temperatures around the Indian neighborhood. 

So, giving more importance to understanding the vagaries of the NE monsoon should be among 

India’s key priority in adapting to climate change. India needs to step up research to improve the 

performance of the monsoon prediction models. Preparedness is the best way forward. 
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