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General Studies-2; Topic: Government policies and interventions for development in 
various sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

 

Sustainable Development Goals 
 
Introduction 

• Kofi Annan once highlighted that the idea of sustainable development needed to be turned into a 
reality for the world population.  

• Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) comprises 169 targets that promise almost everything to 
everyone, from abolishing poverty, hunger, war and climate change to promoting eco-tourism and 
urban parks for the disabled. 

• It would be informative to take stock and see how well the world (and India) is faring on its SDG 
promises.  

 
World’s Performance  

• The world has steadily experienced an increase in its collective SDG achievement from 2000 to 2019, 
just before covid hit. 

• As the world has improved, with better education and fewer poor, our global SDG score has 
increased. 

• But we are nowhere near 100% completion of the SDGs by 2030, as promised by all nations, 
including India. 

• Part of this is due to the covid pandemic, which saw global progress completely stalled from 2019-
21.  

• On current trends before the covid pandemic, the world will complete its SDG promises only in 2078, 
almost half a century late. 

• This means that progress is more than four-times slower than had been promised. 
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India’s Performance  

• As compared to other parts of the world, India seems to be an outlier and performs better than 
World Bank income groupings would suggest.  

• While India starts out somewhat below its own lower-middle income group, it almost catches up, 
especially over the last four-year period before the covid pandemic. 

• On current 2015-19 trends, India is likely to overtake its lower-middle income country group before 
2030.  

• On current trends, the country is set to complete its SDGs around 2059. 
 
Reason for the slowness 

• Some of the promises, like the elimination of war, poverty, climate change, hunger and disease, are 
ambitious.  

• Promising everything makes it hard to focus—having 169 targets is effectively equivalent to having 
no priorities.  

• Most nations manifestly are unable to set aside sufficient resources to achieve all their promises.  

• Results show that nations are only spending enough to go at one-fourth of the promised speed. 
 
Way Forward 

• We should focus our resources more effectively. 

• Economic cost-benefit analysis can help identify policies where few resources can help a lot and 
highlight where even very large resources achieve little. 

• We should allocate more resources to the policies that will deliver the most effective return for an 
extra rupee, dollar or euro.  

• If we focus on just the 40 best targets, each rupee spent would deliver ₹21 of social benefits. 

• The world and India ought to focus on the most effective targets first.  
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