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The practice has come into the limelight 
due to the recent, Kantara movie. 
 
What is Bhoota Kola?  
It is an annual ritual performance where 
local spirits or deities are worshipped.
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GS1
Post-Independent History

1962 INDIA-CHINA WAR
Source: The Hindu, Indian Express

Context: 
 The boundary dispute that led to the 1962 war with China remains 
unresolved. 

REASONS FOR THE WAR:
• Historical legacy: The border between India and China 

remain disputed from pre-independent India 
	 E.g. In the eastern sector, the McMahon Line 

had been drawn in 1914 without even a survey 
and taking China into confidence.  

• Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh: The main reason for 
the Indo-China war was a dispute over the sovereignty of 
the widely separated Aksai Chin and Arunachal Pradesh 
border regions.

	 Claim over territories: India claimed Aksai Chin 
to be part of Ladakh whereas China claimed it 
as part of Xinjiang.

• India’s intelligence failure: India remained unaware that 
this area was already in use by China. 

	 The Chinese built a 220-km-long road there 
only after the completion of the project was an-
nounced in 1957.

• Failure at leadership:
	 Tibet agreement in 1954: India consciously 

avoided discussions about the border, leaving 
the boundary question open.

	 The meeting between Nehru and Chinese Pre-
mier Zhou Enlai: It failed to bridge their differ-
ences. 

What went wrong in the war?
• India had misguided optimism about the ‘moral’ superi-

ority and peaceful intentions of the Chinese leadership: 

It resulted in a weak Indian Army that was ill-prepared 
and ill-equipped to face the realities of hard power.

• Underestimation of the strength of the Indian Air Force 
(IAF): which resulted in its offensive fleet not being used.

• Political interference in affairs was purely military mis-
management of events from the top. 

Result of the war: 
China emerged victorious. It occupied a large part of Ladakh 
and Arunachal but eventually returned to territories occupied in 
Arunachal but retained control of about 38,000 square kilometres 
of Aksai Chin in Ladakh. 

Impact: 
It severely demoralized the Indian army, showed its weakness ( 
eventually leading to war with Pakistan in 1965) and led to decades 
of handicapped relations with China. 

Agreement between India and China:
• ‘Maintenance of Peace and Tranquillity’ (1993)
• Military CBMs (1996)
• Political Parameters and Guiding Principles for the settle-

ment of boundary question (2005)
• Border defence cooperation (2012) 

Insta Links: 
India-China relations

Mains Links:
‘China is using its economic relations and positive trade surplus 
as tools to develop potential military power status in Asia’, In 
light of this statement, discuss its impact on India as her neigh-
bour. (UPSC Mains 2017)

World History

COLONIALISM AND DECOLONIZA-
TION

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
In an Editorial, the writer discussed the ghost of colonial legacy. 

To colonize is to settle in, and take control of, land outside your 
own borders. E.g. the British colonized India for over 200 years. 
Colonization was motivated by economics. European powers 
sought to expand their markets and acquire raw materials over-
seas. 

Decolonization is a process by which colonies become independent 
of the colonizing country. Decolonization occurred in response to 
independence movements in colonized territories when European 
powers determined that the benefits of maintaining colonies were 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-dire-need-to-talk-about-1962/article66027756.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/jawaharlal-nehru-jammu-kashmir-missed-chances-on-india-china-border-8219598/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/india-and-its-neighborhood/india-china-relations/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/colonialism-and-its-discontents-today/article66057793.ece
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not worth the costs.

Difference between Colonialism and Imperialism:
• Colonialism: The term colony comes from the Latin word 

colonus, meaning farmer. The practice of colonialism 
usually involved the transfer of population to a new 
territory, where the arrivals lived as permanent settlers 
while maintaining political allegiance to their country of 
origin. 

• Imperialism:  On the other hand, ‘Imperialism’ comes 
from the Latin term imperium, meaning to command.  
Thus, the term imperialism implies that one country exer-
cises power over another, whether through settlement, 
sovereignty, or indirect mechanisms of control.

Colonisation was experienced differently across regions, classes 
and castes. That is a prime reason why de-colonisation remains 
so elusive. 
Mercantilism: Mercantilism is an economic practice by which gov-
ernments used their economies to augment state power at the 
expense of other countries. 

The advent of the Industrial Revolution and Colonialism encour-
aged mercantilists to explore more areas, particularly in Latin 
America and Asia, which could serve both as a source of raw ma-
terials and prospective markets.

Britain enjoyed the greatest benefits of mercantilism between 
1640 and 1660 when the prevailing economic wisdom suggested 
that the empire’s colonies could supply raw materials and re-
sources to the mother country and subsequently be used as ex-
port markets for the finished products. 

British economic growth was propelled by raw materials supplied 
by its colonies so the nation could export finished products. Mer-
cantilism brought about slavery and an imbalanced system of 
trade. Thus, promoting colonialism and further fuelling the In-
dustrial revolution.  

Colonial Legacy in India:
English: 

• Removal of English is a big draw among political parties 
which promise to exorcise India’s mind, body and soul 
from the ghost of colonialism. 

• Majoritarian nationalism has picked up English as a 
de-colonisation plank. 

• Jotibarao Phule’s appreciation of English education was 
grounded in its potential to wipe out discrimination 
against the lower castes.

Public Policy: 
•	 Colonial public policy assumed that average citizens are 

docile and ignorant and that it is the state’s job to en-
lighten — and not just serve — them. 

•	 It has become a lot louder in the digital age, without mak-
ing much of an impact on the everyday reality of the cit-
izenry.

Conclusion:
Colonised societies suffered similar consequences, such as the 
drainage of wealth and the emergence of a state apparatus that 
the common people found difficult to identify with. Their fear of 
the state and the state’s distrust of the citizen ought to be the 
prime agenda for anyone pursuing de-colonisation.

Mains Link:
Q. Write a short note on the decolonization process in Africa. 
(10M) 

Geography:

CYCLONES GETTING FIERCER
Source: DTE

Context: 
Recently cyclonic storm Sitrang made an early landfall in Bangla-
desh causing a surprise among meteorologists.

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/cyclones-getting-fiercer-account-for-nearly-half-of-india-s-deaths-due-to-climate-related-disasters-85587
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Cyclone Sitrang:  
Cyclone Sitrang rapidly doubling its pace and making an early land-
fall in Bangladesh has been termed as ‘unusual’ by meteorologists. 

• Westerly winds might have played a role in the quicken-
ing of the cyclone system, which ultimately led to less de-
struction in West Bengal, India.

Changing characters of cyclones in India and how they are dam-
aging more now

• Affected regions: An NDMI study found Cyclones affect 
11 of India’s 36 states and Union territories.

	 There are 96 districts along the coasts officially 
declared cyclone-prone.

• More prone states: the Bay of Bengal is the theatre to 
more cyclones than the Arabian Sea. 

	 Odisha endured the most cyclones (20) more 
recently (2006-20) followed by West Bengal and 
Andhra Pradesh. 

• Death: According to NDMI Study, Cyclones accounted for 
48% of India’s overall human life loss due to climate-re-
lated disasters, followed by heat waves (26 per cent), 18 
per cent due to floods and 8 per cent due to cold waves.

	  Odisha had the highest toll.

• Proportionate increase in Arabian Sea Cyclones: In com-
parison to the Bay of Bengal, the proportion of Arabian 
sea cyclones was initially 1:4, but the study found that it 
has become 2:4 from 2001-2020.

• Effect of climate change:  Due to the increase in sea sur-
face temperature and ocean heat content, the intensity 
of cyclones is increasing along Indian coasts.

	 Frequency is rising in the Arabian Sea and re-
ducing in the Bay of Bengal, overall.

	 More severe cyclones: During 2000-2018, the 
frequency of severe cyclones has been increas-
ing at the rate of 1 event per decade.

What factors are responsible for Increase of cyclones in the Arabi-
an Sea area? 

• Surface temperatures in the Arabian Sea have increased 
rapidly during the past century due to global warming. 

• These warmer temperatures support active convection, 
heavy rainfall, and intense cyclones.

• The rising temperature is also enabling the Arabian Sea 
to supply ample energy for the intensification of cyclones.

• The Arabian Sea is also providing conducive wind shear 
for cyclones. 

• For instance, a higher level of easterly wind drove the de-
pression of Cyclone Ockhi from the Bay of Bengal to the 
Arabian Sea.

Concerns: This underlines the increasing risk of disasters hitting 
the west coast of India if the trend continues to hold over the years.

Insta Links
• Cyclone and anticyclones
• Bomb Cyclone

Mains Links:
Tropical cyclones are largely confined to the South China Sea, Bay 
of Bengal and Gulf of Mexico. Why? (UPSC CSE MAINS 2014)

Q. Consider the following statements: (UPSC CSE 2020)

1. Jet streams occur in the Northern Hemisphere only.
2. Only some cyclones develop an eye.
3. The temperature inside the eye of a cyclone is nearly 10 C 

lesser than that of the surroundings.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct:
(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 only
(d) 1 and 3 only

Answer: C

GS1 and GS2
Indian Society and Social Justice

THE DISMAL CASE OF SLASHING 
SCHEMES AND CUTTING FUNDS

https://www.insightsonindia.com/world-geography/physical-geography-of-the-world/climatology/cyclones-and-anticyclones/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/01/31/what-is-a-bomb-cyclone/
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Source: The Hindu

Context:  
The Union government has discontinued, subsumed, revamped or 
rationalised over 50% of existing central government-sponsored 
schemes over the past three years.

Rationalisation of schemes: 
• Union Ministry of Women and Child Development, there 

are just three schemes now out of 19 schemes, i.e., 
	 Mission Shakti, 
	 Mission Vatsalya, 
	 Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0. 

	 Mission Shakti itself replaced 14 
schemes which included the ‘Beti 
Bachao, Beti Padhao’ scheme.

• Under the Ministry of Animal Husbandry and Dairy, just 
two schemes remain out of 12. 

	 Additionally, the Ministry has ended three 
schemes which include Dairying through Coop-
eratives, National Dairy Plan-II, etc. 

• Under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, 
there are now three out of 20 (Krishonnati Yojana, the 
Integrated Scheme on Agricultural Cooperatives and the 
Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana).

	 While there is little information on the Nation-
al Project on Organic Farming or the National 
Agroforestry Policy. 

Reasons behind rationalisation:
•	 15th Finance commission has recommended the ratio-

nalisation of CSS schemes.
•	 It results in the optimum utilisation of available resourc-

es and better outcomes with area-specific interventions. 
•	 Promotes wider reach among targeted groups.
•	 Greater autonomy in fiscal space for states.

Challenges to existing schemes: 
For schemes that exist, there are challenges such as funding cuts, 
disbursement and utilisation of funds. 

• The utilisation of funds: As of June 2022, ₹1.2 lakh 
crore of funds meant for central government-sponsored 
schemes are with banks which earn interest income for 
the Centre.

	 For instance, under the Nirbhaya fund (2013) 
₹1,000 crores were allocated to the fund annu-
ally (2013-16) and remained largely unspent.

• Funding cuts: The allocation for the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) 
went down by approximately 25% in the FY22-23 Budget.

	 Even the fertiliser subsidy given by the govern-
ment is on the decline.

	 Allocation for NPK fertilisers (nitrogen, 
phosphorus, and potassium) was 35% 
lower than the revised estimates in 
FY21-22.

	 Funding for wildlife habitat development under 
the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change has declined: from ₹165 crores ( 
FY18-19) to ₹87.6 crores (FY20-21).

• Disbursement issue: for Accredited Social Health Activists 
(ASHA), who are the first responders, there have been de-
lays in salaries for up to six months.

Issues with budget cuts and underutilisation of funds:
• Turning down of scheme: A variety of women-focused 

development schemes across States are being turned 
down or ended. 

• Increased rural distress: The Economic Survey 2022-23 
has highlighted that demand for the scheme was higher 
than pre-pandemic levels as rural distress continues.

• Fertiliser shortage: Reduction in subsidies, when fertiliser 
prices have risen sharply after the Ukraine war, has led to 
fertiliser shortages and farmer anguish.

• Raises question on India’s climate targets: A pertinent 
question is about meeting climate change obligations in 
the face of funding cuts.

• Decline in confidence: Anecdotal cases show that actual 
funding disbursal for MGNREGA has often been delayed, 
leading to a decline in confidence in the scheme.

Way forward
• Rather than downsizing government schemes and cutting 

funding, one should right-size the government.
• Providing flexibility to State governments to ensure that 

the schemes benefit the targeted groups since they im-
plement the schemes.

• Involving stakeholders before the restructuring of the 
CSS.

• Decentralisation of decision-making in schemes so as to 
overcome inefficient administration.

• Addressing the disbursal problems, releasing sanction 
orders and underutilisation of funds problem.

• Capacity building for an efficient bureaucracy to meet to-
day’s challenge.

Conclusion:
Rather than having a target of fewer government schemes, we 
should raise our aspirations towards better public service delivery.

Mains Links:
It is generally accepted that centrally sponsored schemes (CSS) 
have failed to meet their objectives due to various factors. Crit-
ically examine these factors. What measures would you suggest 
to make these schemes work? Substantiate. (15M)

PROTECTION OF INDIAN MI-
GRANT WORKERS

Source: Indian Express

Context:  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-dismal-case-of-slashing-schemes-and-cutting-funds/article66061965.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/how-we-can-protect-migrant-workers-8227060/
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There has been massive reporting of exploitation and labour viola-
tions faced by Indian workers in the Gulf countries esp. the recent 
report points towards Indian migrants’ exploitation in Qatar. 

Migration to Gulf countries: 
• Globally, India ranks as number one in terms of interna-

tional migrants and remittances and six countries in the 
Gulf alone account for close to 50 per cent of Indian mi-
grants. 

• According to the Ministry of External Affairs, there are 
over 13.4 million Non-Resident Indians worldwide. 

	 Of them, 64% live in the GCC countries, the 
highest being in the UAE followed by Saudi Ara-
bia and Kuwait.

• Almost 90% of the Indian migrants who live in GCC coun-
tries are low- and semi-skilled workers, as per Interna-
tional Labor Organization estimates.

Issue faced by migrants: 
• Ill effects of Kafala system: It is a sponsorship system in 

the Gulf that enables employers to wield significant pow-
er over the lives of migrant workers.

	 The media have likened employment condi-
tions under kafala to “modern-day slavery.”

• Labour rights violations:  More recently, the media of-
fered wide coverage of labour rights violations at three 
events — the Dubai Expo, the construction of stadiums 
for the Qatar world cup and the Covid pandemic.

• Social security: Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries 
have been accused of not providing healthcare services, 
employment and social protection for workers. 

	 E.g witnessed during Covid 19 lockdown.

• Wage theft: The Return Migration Survey revealed that 
among 47 per cent who lost their jobs, 39 per cent have 
reported non-payment of wages and reduction in wages. 

	 Similarly, during the construction of the Foot-
ball Stadium in Qatar for the coming FIFA World 
Cup, there were several reports of non-pay-
ment of wages, contract violations and intimi-
dation of workers.

• Occupational safety: As per the reports published by The 
Guardian, 6,500 migrant workers from South Asia have 
died in Qatar in the last 10 years majority being Indians 
mainly due to occupational hazards. 

Efforts taken: 
• Reform by GCC countries in labour laws:  Much of this is 

symbolic and tries to project the region as migrant-labour 
friendly. 

	 However, the changes should be seen as a pos-
itive sign on the road to abolishing Kafala and 
other anti-labour laws.

• Emigration bill 2021: It envisages comprehensive emi-
gration management, institutes regulatory mechanisms 
governing overseas employment of Indian nationals and 
establishes a framework for the protection and promo-
tion of the welfare of emigrants.

	 The bill is yet to be passed.

• MoUs with GCC countries on domestic workers’ recruit-
ment and prevention of irregular recruitment has had 
very little impact. 

• Madad Portal:  It has enabled migrant workers from the 
country to file their grievances. 

	 According to the Ministry of External Affairs 
website, about 95 per cent of the registered 
grievances were resolved.

Efforts needed: - 
• Need for a joint effort to address the issues of migrants 

rather than playing a blame game during situations like 
the pandemic and migrant deaths. 

• Developing a collective conscience on global labour mo-
bility. 

• Building regional alliances: India should play a leading 
role in building regional alliances in the South Asia-GCC 
corridor. 

• Involving stakeholders: A joint effort of all stakeholders 
including government, trade unions, recruitment agents 
and civil society can bring notable changes.

Proposed Emigration Bill in 2021: It aims to integrate emigration 
management and streamline the welfare of emigrant workers.
It proposes to modify the system of the Emigration Check Required 
(ECR) category of workers (applying for an informal job and not 
passed the 10th class of schooling) applying for migration to 18 
notified countries. The proposed Emigration Management Author-
ity will be the overarching authority to provide policy guidance. It 
launches a new emigration policy division in (MEA) which will be 
referred to as the Central Emigration Management Authority.

Conclusion:
As much as the country of destination, the country of origin is re-
sponsible for the current situation. As a key player in the South 
Asia-GCC migration corridor, India should serve as a role model for 
South Asia. 

Mains Links:
Q. Indian Diaspora has an important role to play in South-East 
Asian countries’ economies and societies. Appraise the role of the 
Indian Diaspora in South- East Asia in this context. (UPSC Mains 
2017)

Health

GHI: WHY WE NEED TO FOCUS 
ON NUTRITION, NOT HUNGER

Source: Indian Express

Direction: 
We already covered this topic in detail last week (as well 
as click here). Here we are only including unique points.  
Context: 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/why-we-need-to-focus-on-nutrition-not-hunger-8234104/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/10/15/global-hunger-index-3/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/10/17/understanding-the-global-hunger-index/
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This is an editorial article which discusses the flaws in the meth-
odology of ranking used in GHI 2022 and compares it with NFHS. 

India’s criticism of GHI 2022: 
The Indian government has questioned the methodology of GHI. 

• GHI measures and ranks countries on a hunger index at 
the global, regional, and national levels, but not at the 
sub-national level where some Indian states fare better.

• The GHI’s stated aim is to reduce hunger around the 
world. But its methodology focuses disproportionately 
on less than five-year-olds.

Need of focus on NFHS: 
Unlike the GHI, the National Family Health Survey (NFHS) provides 
comparative state-level data, including the main pointers that de-
termine health and nutrition. 

• NFHS provides estimates of underweight, (low weight 
for age), stunting (low height for age) and wasting (low 
weight for height). 

• These conditions affect preschool children (those less 
than 6 years of age) disproportionately and compromise 
a child’s physical and mental development while also in-
creasing the vulnerability to infections. 

Issues related to nutrition:
1. The first child nutrition challenge relates to breastfeed-

ing. According to NFHS 5, Only 42 per cent of infants are 
breastfed within one hour of birth, which is the recom-
mended norm. 

2. The second issue relates to young child feeding practices. 
The latest National Family Health Survey (NFHS 5) shows 
that the improvement in maternal and child health in In-
dia has been marginal over the last two years. 

3. The third issue is the outcome of poor nutrition. Accord-
ing to NFHS 5, the percentage of stunted, wasted and un-
derweight children is 36 per cent, 19 per cent and 32 per 
cent respectively.

Mains link:
Q. How far do you agree with the view that the focus on the lack 
of availability of food as the main cause of hunger takes the at-
tention away from ineffective human development policies in 
India? (2018)

GS2
Governance

FCRA AND NGO
Source: Indian Express

Context: 
Recently, The Ministry of Home Affairs has cancelled the Foreign 

Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA) licence of the Rajiv Gandhi 
Foundation (RGF) and Rajiv Gandhi Charitable Trust (RGCT) for 
alleged violations of the provisions of the Act.

• The NGOs came under the scanner in July 2020 over the 
possible violations of the Prevention of Money Launder-
ing Act, the Income Tax Act and the FCRA.

What is the FCRA?
The “Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act” (FCRA) regulates for-
eign donations and ensures that such contributions do not ad-
versely affect internal security. 

• First enacted in 1976, it was amended in 2010 in which 
a slew of new measures was adopted to regulate foreign 
donations. 

• The FCRA act is implemented by the Ministry of Home 
Affairs.

• Under the new rules notified by MHA in 2015, NGOs 
are required to give an undertaking that the acceptance 
of foreign funds is not likely to prejudicially affect the 
sovereignty and integrity of India or impact friendly re-
lations with any foreign state and does not disrupt com-
munal harmony.

Applicability: 
The FCRA is applicable to all associations, groups and NGOs which 
intend to receive foreign donations. It is mandatory for all such 
NGOs to register themselves under the FCRA. 

Provisions of the Act:
• The FCRA requires every person or NGO wishing to re-

ceive foreign donations to be registered under the Act.
• To open a bank account for the receipt of foreign funds in 

the State Bank of India, Delhi is mandatory.
• These funds can be utilised only for the purpose for which 

they have been received, and as stipulated in the Act.
• The receivers of foreign funds are also required to file 

annual returns, and they must not transfer the funds to 
another NGO.

Who Cannot Receive Foreign Contributions? 
• The Act prohibits the receipt of foreign funds by:
• Candidates for elections,
• Journalists or newspaper and media broadcast compa-

nies, 
• Judges and government servants, 
• Members of the legislature and political parties or their 

office-bearers, and 
• Organisations of a political nature.

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/what-is-fcra-and-when-can-an-ngos-registration-be-cancelled-8227283/
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Registration under FCRA:
FCRA registrations are granted to individuals or associations that 
have definite cultural, economic, educational, religious, and social 
programmes.

• MHA makes inquiries through the Intelligence Bureau 
into the antecedents of the applicant and accordingly pro-
cesses the application. 

• The MHA is required to approve or reject the application 
within 90 days — failing which it is expected to inform the 
NGO of the reasons for the same.

• Once granted, FCRA registration is valid for five years.
• NGOs are expected to apply for renewal within six 

months of the date of expiry of registration. In case of 
failure to apply for renewal, the registration is deemed to 
have expired.

When is a registration suspended or cancelled?
The government reserves the right to cancel the FCRA registration 
of any NGO if it finds it to be in violation of the Act or the reasons 
if “in the opinion of the Central Government, it is necessary for the 
public interest to cancel the certificate”. Once the registration of 
an NGO is cancelled, it is not eligible for re-registration for three 
years. 

Mains Link: 
Q. Discuss the major provisions of the Foreign Contribution (Reg-
ulation) Act (FCRA) and the need for such legislation. 

SHOULD GOVERNMENTS SELL LI-
QUOR AND RUN LOTTERIES?

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Kerala Governor recently criticized the State government for rely-
ing heavily on liquor and lottery to generate revenue.

Should the government sell sin goods? No!
• The role of the state is to provide public goods: The con-

sumption of sin goods is instead linked with ‘public bad’.
• Negative effects of sin goods: Disproportionately impact 

the weaker sections of society.
• Public health concern: The rising demand for alcohol is a 

public health concern
• Revenue-maximizing objective: It takes precedence over 

the public interest.

How can the state play a positive role?
• Raising the tax rates and prices of sin goods: It will dis-

courage people from consuming them in the long run.
• Developmental programmes: Taxes collected from a sig-

nificant source can be used for development programmes.

Why is the State government increasingly dependent 
on taxes from sin goods?

• In 2019-20,  Own tax revenues, collected by the States, 
accounted for only 43.5% of the total revenues of all 
States/UTs combined.

• Financial devolution: State governments are heavily de-
pendent on financial devolution from the Center.

• There are only a limited number of goods and services, 
mainly alcohol and petroleum products, on which the 
State governments can independently set tax rates.

• Limited autonomy: The States enjoy limited autonomy in 
raising financial resources.

Way forward:
Measures to limit the consumption of tobacco: It should go hand 
in hand with steps for providing alternative livelihood opportuni-
ties for those engaged in tobacco farming and processing.
It is important to deploy other instruments too such as public 
campaigns against the abuse of intoxicants.
There is a limit to control demand simply through sin taxes: Gov-
ernment need to take lessons from the Temperance movement.
Temperance movement(1880s): It was the lower castes and tribes’ 
movement against the role of the British Imperial state in encour-
aging the sale of alcohol.
Rethink: 
How the rising demand can be influenced by some health cam-
paigns by the state.
Individuals take more responsibility for the social impact of their 
drinking.

Insta Links:
Alcohol Prohibition
The controversy around the Delhi excise policy

Mains Links:
Q. Do the government’s schemes for uplifting vulnerable and 
backward communities by protecting required social resources 
for them, lead to their exclusion in establishing businesses in ur-
ban economies? (UPSC 2014)

GS3
Economy 

OIL AND THE DOLLAR: INDIA’S 
TWIN CHALLENGES

Source: Indian Express, livemint

Context: 
Russia-Ukrain crisis and US Fed monetary tightening have impact-

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/should-governments-sell-liquor-and-run-lotteries/article66061856.ece/amp/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Alcohol-Prohibition.pdf
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/08/23/the-controversy-around-the-delhi-excise-policy/
file:///C:\Users\Insights%20Content%20Dev\Desktop\Oil%20and%20the%20dollar:%20India’s%20twin%20challenges%20|%20The%20Indian%20Express
https://www.livemint.com/opinion/columns/the-exchange-rate-will-soon-have-to-play-a-bigger-adjustment-role-11666112712410.html
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ed import-dependent countries like India. 

Correlation Between Oil and US Dollar: 
The U.S. dollar is the standard currency used to pay for oil global-
ly, prompted by an agreement between the U.S. and Saudi Arabia 
in 1945.  Countries that buy crude oil and those that produce it 
exchange DOLLAR in a system called the petrodollar system.

As the USA shifted from being a net importer to a net exporter of 
energy in 2020 and was the largest global producer in 2021. A rise 
in Oil prices helps the US earn more revenue and thus makes the 
US dollar stronger. 

India’s Oil Import/Consumption: India is the world’s third-largest 
oil consumer at around 5 million barrels a day (almost 86% of its 
need is imported), behind the US and China. The Middle East ac-
counts for 60% of all oil bought by India while Latin America and 
Africa are the other big supplier blocks.

Implications of High oil prices for India:
1. Increases the import bill: 

• Crude has a share of 30-33 per cent in total imports and 
any hike in prices increases the import bill, thus negative-
ly affecting India’s Current Account Deficit and increasing 
India’s fuel subsidies. 

	 A current account deficit indicates that a coun-
try is importing more than it is exporting

2. Inflation: 
•	 Any increase in Crude Oil prices directly increases Infla-

tion (unless subsidised by the government).

3. Inflation in imports:
•	 With a weaker Indian currency, all imported items will be 

more expensive in rupees, forcing the RBI to take further 
action. However, RBI’s measure will lead to a decrease in 
India’s forex reserves.  

4. Industries: 
•	 User industries of oil like chemicals, plastics and fer-

tilisers will face a problem again. Higher input costs will 
put pressure on profit margins and any pass-through will 
be inflationary.

5. States and centre’s tax revenue:
•	 The state governments will be better off as their VAT col-

lections would increase automatically with an increase 
in Oil prices. However, the Centre may not gain as the 
excise duty is a fixed rate e.g. Rs. 3.4 Per litre. 

6. Bond yields:
•	 Bond yields move up every time oil prices rise while stock 

markets turn volatile normally in the downward direction. 
As a consequence, economic uncertainty will intensify 
once again.

o The yield of a bond is the interest rate investors 
earn when they buy the bond.

Conclusion: 
The problem with rising oil prices and a declining rupee is that 
these are external to the system over which there is little control. 
The RBI’s intervention and protection of currency have their lim-
itations. These travails have to be responded to as they cannot be 
controlled.
Therefore, India needs to reduce its dependence on imported oil 
(e.g. use of renewables, use of bio-fuels) and also increase its ex-
port capacity to reduce any impact on its currency. Further India 
should go for increased use of the Indian Rupee for International 
trade. 

Related News:
Out of 34 currencies tracked by The Economist every week only 
four currencies - issued by Russia, Brazil, Mexico and Peru - have 
appreciated against the US dollar since October 2021. The Indian 
rupee depreciated by more than 10%. 

What Is Currency Depreciation?
Currency depreciation is a fall in the value of a currency in terms of 
its exchange rate versus other currencies. Orderly currency depre-
ciation can increase a country’s export activity as its products and 
services become cheaper to buy. However, Currency depreciation 
in one country can spread to other countries.

Factors affecting Indian Currency depreciation: 
• Structure of trade: India being the net importer of com-

modities, the price of its import basket has risen more 
than the price of its export basket, or a negative terms-
of-trade shock. This has led to more dollars going out and 
thus currency depreciating. 

• The state of the Current Account Balance (CAD):  Coun-
tries that have CAD are less likely to experience a sudden 
outflow of foreign money. India has a wide current ac-
count deficit right now (of about $120bn).

• Foreign exchange reserves: As the currency depreciates, 
RBI has to pump more dollars into the market to stabilize 
it. This reduces the forex reserve. 

• The extent of borrowing: Since external debt has to be 
paid in dollars, it means dollars will go out of the country 
with higher external debt. Thus depreciating currency fur-
ther. Indian government borrowed close to $10bn from 
multi-lateral agencies in FY 21. 
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Way forward:  
India still has adequate foreign exchange reserves in terms of 
standard metrics such as import cover, foreign debt that is due 
within a year and the stock of broad money. However, the substan-
tial fall in foreign exchange means that the exchange rate will have 
to play a bigger role in economic adjustment.

What Is the Balance of Trade (BOT)?
Balance of trade (BOT) is the difference between the value of a 
country’s exports and the value of a country’s imports for a given 
period. Balance of trade is the largest component of a country’s 
balance of payments (BOP).
Balance of Payments (BOP):
The balance of payments (BOP), is a statement of all transactions 
made between entities in one country and the rest of the world 
over a defined period, such as a quarter or a year. 
What Is the Current Account Balance?
The current account balance (CAB) is part of a country’s financial 
inflow and outflow record. It is part of the balance of payments, 
the statement of all transactions made between one country and 
another. 

Mains Link: 
Policymakers have little control over the dollar and crude oil. It is 
impossible to take a call on how these prices will move. Explain. 
(15M)

AN INCOME TAX LESSON FOR GST
Source: Indian Express

Context: 
Under the faceless tax regime, information about high-value trans-
actions of taxpayers is received by the tax department which is 
then used to issue notices under section 148 of the IT Act.  Recent-
ly, thousands of such notices were issued and taxpayers had to pay 
tax, interest and penalties. 

What is the faceless assessment scheme for Income 
Tax?

The faceless assessment scheme was launched in 2020 with the 
objective of promoting an efficient and effective tax administra-

tion, minimizing physical interface, increasing accountability and 
introducing team-based assessments. 
The scheme lays down the procedure to carry out a faceless as-
sessment through electronic mode.

Significance:
• An important aspect of the faceless tax regime is that 

even the first appellate authority — the Commissioner of 
Income-Tax (Appeals) — is now faceless, leaving no room 
for corruption. 

• The faceless tax assessment system has put everything 
online — from the filing of returns to assessment orders. 

• It has even done away with the need for huge storage 
facilities for the records of taxpayers.

If the faceless tax regime for direct taxes has resulted in signifi-
cant benefits, the main drawback of GST (indirect tax) is that it 
remains face-to-face. The same faceless system can be used to ra-
tionalize of GST regime and make it more efficient. 

The Goods and Services Tax (GST) has come into effect in India 
(2017), bringing an end to the era when traders and businessmen 
had to pay a host of different indirect taxes — excise duty, VAT, 
sales tax, service tax, octroi — at the same time. 

Mains link:
Q. Explain the rationale behind the Goods and Services Tax (Com-
pensation to states) act of 2017. How has COVID-19 impacted the 
GST compensation fund and created new federal tensions? (CSE 
2020)

WHY SPECTRUM NEEDS A 
CHANGE IN APPROACH

Source: Indian Express

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/an-income-tax-lesson-for-gst-8234112/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/why-spectrum-needs-a-change-in-approach-8235997/
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Context:  
On September 22, the government released the draft Indian Tele-
communication Bill, 2022, seeking to replace the colonial era Indi-
an Telegraph Act, 1885.

Draft telecommunication bill, 2022: 
• Updated and Consolidated Various laws: It is an attempt 

by the Department of telecommunication to update the 
extant regulatory framework and consolidate various 
legislations presently governing the telecommunication 
landscape in India.

• Repealed Old legislations: It looks to repeal three leg-
islations i.e. the Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, the Indian 
Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933 and the Telegraph Wires 
(Unlawful Possession) Act, 1950.

• Introduced technological advancements: The new regu-
latory framework aims to bring the law at par with tech-
nological advancements and remove obsolete provisions 
from the colonial era laws.

Status of spectrum policy in India: 
India liberalized the telecom sector in 1981. It had initially adopted 
first-cum first licence policy during the initial days of mobile tele-
phony. However, the 2G scam led to the replacement of the previ-
ous policy with the open auction of spectrum. 

• Achievement: Despite the recognised failure, India has 
billion-plus mobile subscribers, and 800 million internet 
users and hosts the second-largest telecommunications 
network in the world.

Existing issues concerning the spectrum policy of In-
dia:

•	 Digital divide: Effective access to the spectrum has re-
mained a significant barrier. 

•	 Huge potential but with technical limitations: Spectrum 
having the characteristics of a public good is also an inex-
haustible resource. 

	 But while spectrum per se is not depletable, 
there are technical limitations to its optimum 
utilization at a given point in time.

•	 High cost of spectrum acquisition: Since 2010, the gov-
ernment has consistently used auctions for spectrum 
allocation, this has increased government revenues but 
private companies have increased the rate of mobile tele-
phony to recoup the cost.  

•	 High reserve price: This has often led to low off-take of 
available spectrum and thus revenue loss for the govern-
ment. 

	 According to one estimate, spectrum cost in In-
dia is amongst the most expensive in the world.

•	 Inequity: Commercialization of the spectrum has resulted 
in some areas being underserved or unserved affecting 
quality and quantity.

What could be the fresh approach?
• Active promotion of the idea of ‘niche operators’: The 

draft bill incorporates practical provisions on the spec-
trum such as use it, share it or lose it – an awaited policy 
that, however, needs innovative support to be successful. 

• Correcting the cost of spectrum and promoting invest-
ment in underserved areas. 

• Adopting innovative methods:  E.g. Canada has initiated 
consultations on a non-competitive local licensing frame-
work to facilitate broadband connectivity in rural areas.

• Promoting transparency: The government should build 
an ecosystem that inspires trust so that transparency in 
the assignment can be secured at a reasonable price for 
operators with strict service obligations.

• Enhancing healthy competition

Conclusion:
The vision of “Digital India” can never be realised if affordable 
broadband connectivity remains only within the reach of a few.

What is spectrum?
Spectrum refers to the invisible radio frequencies that wireless 
signals travel over. Devices such as cell phones and wireline tele-
phones require signals to connect from one end to another. 

•	 These signals are carried on airwaves (medium of radio 
waves), which must be sent at designated frequencies 
to avoid any kind of interference.

•	 All these airwaves are sold for a certain period of time, 
after which their validity lapses, which is generally set 
at 20 years.

•	 The Union government owns all the publicly available 
assets within the geographical boundaries of the coun-
try, which also include airwaves.

In India, which of the following reviews the Independent regu-
lators in sectors like telecommunications, insurance, electricity, 
etc.? (UPSC 2019)

1. Ad Hoc Committees set up by the Parliament
2. Parliamentary Department-Related Standing Committees
3. Finance Commission
4. Financial Sector Legislative Reforms Commission
5. NITI Aayog

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
a. 1 and 2
b. 1, 3 and 4
c. 3, 4 and 5
d. 2 and 5

Ans: (a)

Justification:

In India, there are 24 Department Related Standing Committees 
that review the working of regulators within their respective de-
partments. Ad Hoc Committees set up by the Parliament may 
examine the working of regulators. The role of the Finance Com-
mission and NITI Aayog is advisory in nature and they do not 
review independent regulators.
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Agriculture: 

A CRISIS IS BREWING IN THE COF-
FEE INDUSTRY

Source: The Hindu

Context:  
Coffee cultivation is becoming an increasingly loss-making propo-
sition in India.

Status of Coffee production in India
• More than 75% of Indian coffee production is exported.
• India’s share in the global coffee market is less than 5%.
• The coffee community in India, comprises close to 4 lakh 

coffee growers, hundreds of large planters, and associa-
tions.

Problems being faced by coffee producers
• Erratic weather conditions are helping pests to breed and 

new diseases to emerge. 
	 fruit rot, stalk rot, root rot and other irreparable 

damage due to heavy rainfall and landslides.

• The volatility in market prices and the reduced influence 
of producers in the value chain render coffee cultivation 
an increasingly loss-making proposition. 

• Cost of financing: Most private banks insist that growers 
provide collateral for financing leading to interest rates 
being higher for small and medium-sized growers who 
lack collateral. 

• The rise in the cost of inputs year on year and the in-
crease in the cost of labour and benefits, constitute 60% 
to 70% of total plantation expenditure.

• Plantations face power cuts during the summer months. 
This makes irrigation expensive as the cost of diesel is 
high.

• Identity crisis: Indian coffee is still facing an identity crisis 
in global markets as Indian coffee was never considered a 
separate origin coffee. It was always used as filler.

Way forward: 
• Finding alternative sources of revenue and increasing 

domestic consumption 
• Branding and promoting Indian coffee better in the glob-

al market on the other.
• Inter-cropping: Growers should create additional revenue 

streams through inter-cropping or through innovative 
measures. 

• Considering the change in land use, the government 
could permit growers to plant alternate crops on land not 
suitable for coffee cultivation. 

• Sturdy and weather-resistant varieties of coffee may 
help.

Insta Links:
Coffee Promotion bill 2022 (check-in FFP)

Q. Which one of the following groups of plants was domesticated 
in the ‘New World’ and introduced into the ‘Old World’? (UPSC 
2019)
(a) Tobacco, cocoa and rubber
(b) Tobacco, cotton and rubber
(c) Cotton, coffee and sugarcane
(d) Rubber, coffee and wheat
Answer: A
Tobacco, cocoa, and rubber came to India through Europeans in 
the late medieval or early modern era and so these are the groups 
of plants that were domesticated in the ‘New World’ and intro-
duced into the ‘Old World’. All of them originated in South America

Environment Conservation

CLIMATE CHANGE AMPLIFYING 
HEALTH IMPACTS

Source: Indian Express

Context:  
Ahead of COP27, the Lancet report has said that the continued 
dependence on fossil fuels is compounding the health impacts of 
the multiple crises the world is facing.

Key highlights of the report:
• Impact on Vulnerable populations – the elderly and chil-

dren under 1 year of age - are at acute risk of heat stress, 
heat stroke, and other adverse physical and mental 
health manifestations.

• Wildfires: Drier and hotter weather is making conditions 
increasingly suitable for the start and spread of wildfires, 
putting people’s health and safety at risk. 

• Spread of diseases: Climate change is affecting the dis-
tribution and transmission of many infectious diseases, 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/28/mission-2023-insights-daily-current-affairs-pib-summary-28-july-2022/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-health/climate-change-amplifying-health-impacts-of-multiple-crises-says-the-lancet-report-ahead-of-cop27-8229812/
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including vector-borne, food-borne, and waterborne dis-
eases. 

	 The climatic suitability for the transmission of 
dengue increased by about 11% for Aedes ae-
gypti and 12% for Aedes albopictus from 1951–
60 to 2012–21

• Food insecurity:  On average, 29% more of the global land 
area was affected by extreme drought annually between 
2012–2021, than between 1951–1960.

• India specific: Highlights
	 Decrease in growth season: The duration of the 

growing season for maize has decreased by 2%, 
compared to a 1981-2010 baseline, while rice 
and winter wheat have each decreased by 1%.

	 Increased heat wave events
	 Increase in heat-related deaths: From 2000-

2004 to 2017-2021, heat-related deaths in-
creased by 55% in India.

	 Loss of labour hours
	 Vector-borne diseases

Mitigation measures needed:
• Adapting heat action plans in each city. For instance, the 

Ahmedabad heat action plan that has shown mortality 
can be reduced should be adapted everywhere.

• Focus on achieving Paris goal: A failure to tackle climate 
change would see heat extremes escalate even more dan-
gerously.

• Specific programmes such as shock responsive protection 
schemes, social assistance programmes for inability to 
work and lost wages due to heat and expanded workplace 
protections – are some practical solutions.

• Focus on Preventive measures like enhancement of 
green spaces (strategic planting and less pruning of trees 
to provide more shade). 

	 Healthy and green urban redesign will promote 
physical activity and deliver more friendly, live-
able cities. Today, just 27% of urban centres are 
classified as moderately-green or above.

• Burning of dirty fuels needs to be minimised as soon as 
possible to reduce the accompanying health impacts.

Mains Links:
Q. Discuss global warming and mention its effects on the global 
climate. Explain the control measures to bring down the level of 
greenhouse gases which cause global warming, in the light of the 
Kyoto Protocol, 1997. ( UPSC 2022)  

Science and Technology

GM MUSTARD

Source: The Hindu; Indian Express; Down to Earth

Context:  
The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) under the 
Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change rec-
ommended the “environmental release” of the transgenic hy-
brid mustard DMH-11 for seed production and conduct of field 
demonstration studies with respect to its effects, if any, on honey 
bees and other pollinating insects.

Dhara Mustard Hybrid (DMH-11):
Dhara Mustard Hybrid- 11( DMH- 11), was developed by Deepak 
Pental of Delhi University, through transgenic technology, in 2002. 
DMH - 11 was created through transgenic technology, primarily in-
volving the Bar, Barnase and Barstar gene systems.

• DMH-11 by crossing a popular Indian mustard variety 
‘Varuna’ (the barnase line) with an East European ‘Early 
Heera-2’ mutant (barstar).

• DMH-11 is claimed to have shown an average 28% yield 
increase over Varuna in contained field trials carried out 
by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR).

Cleared by GEAC, what next?
• The GEAC had cleared the proposal in 2017, but the Envi-

ronment Ministry vetoed (refused) it and suggested that 
the GEAC hold more studies on the GM crop.

• Now on October 18, GEAC allowed the environmental re-
lease of two varieties of genetically engineered mustard.

• So that it can be used for developing new parental lines 
and hybrids under the supervision of the Indian Council of 
Agriculture Research (ICAR).

• Field demonstration studies on the effect of GE mustard 
on honey bees and other pollinators were also permitted.

• Now the Union government will take the final call on 
whether to allow it for commercial cultivation. 

• Commercial use of DMH-11 will be subject to the Seed 
Act and related rules and regulations.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/geac-approves-commercial-cultivation-of-genetically-modified-mustard-yet-again/article66058092.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/understanding-gm-mustard-8231981/
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/agriculture/biotech-regulator-approves-gm-mustard-now-centre-to-take-a-call-85630
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/05/23/norms-eased-for-genetically-modified-crop-research/
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Fig. Arguments for & against GM Crops

Mains question:
Q. It is argued that genetically modified crops can solve the myr-
iad challenges associated with Indian agriculture. Discuss in light 
of GEAC’s approval of the environmental release of GM Mustard. 
(250 words)

GS4
Ethics

THE GREAT SIGNIFICANCE OF BE-
ING APJ ABDUL KALAM

Source: Hindustan Times

Various instances from the life of APJ Abdul Kalam – show the 
qualities of a good leader.

• Experience 1: On being appointed President of India 
(2002-2007), he turned Rashtrapati Bhavan from a mag-
nificent, somewhat distant symbol of state power into an 
accessible place that ordinary people could visit all year 
round.

	 Values: This incident shows the true value of a 
leader who is always reachable, humble, and 
understands the public.

• Experience 2: Once a letter came to the President from a 
public-minded person asking him to help three old ladies 
living in a dilapidated house in a village in Athavanadu in 
Kerala. Kalam called the district collector, who relocated 
the sisters to a safer place and provided all the necessary 
help.

	 Values: This experience shows that a leader 
needs to have compassion, be prompt, and act 
as the need arises.

• Experience 3: Unlike any other President before him, he 
would sit down to interact with Members of Parliament 
(MPs) over breakfast with accompanying presentations 
on developmental goals for their respective constituen-
cies.

	 Values: This experience shows that a leader 

always respects his teammates/ Juniors and 
value their opinion before taking any major de-
cisions.

Besides his relentless work to see India as a developed nation and 
his vision for India 2020, it is the sheer sense of possibility that he 
brought to millions of Indians. He made us confident that if we 
have the will, we could make it happen.

Insta Links: 
Values for Civil Servants from the life of APJ Abdul Kalam

Mains Link: 
Q. Highlight some of the Ethical values from the life of APJ Abdul 
Kalam, which can be of use in the personal and professional life 
of a public servant. 10M

Facts for Prelims

GS1
Arts and Culture:

BHOOTA KOLA
Source: Indian Express

Context:  
The practice has come into the limelight due to the recent, Kan-
tara movie.

What is Bhoota Kola? 
• It is an annual ritual performance where local spirits or 

deities are worshipped. 
	 It is believed that a person performing the ritu-

al has temporarily become a god himself. 

• This performer is both feared and respected in the com-
munity and is believed to give answers to people’s prob-
lems, on behalf of god. 

• There are several ‘Bhootas’ who are worshipped in the 
Tulu-speaking belt of Dakshina Kannada, Uttara Kannada 
and Udupi districts. 

	 It is usually performed in small local communi-
ties and rural areas.

• It has influenced Yakshagana folk theatre.
• Drums and music give company to the dancing and pooja 

rituals. 

What is this movie about?
The fictional story shown in the movie is inspired by the relation-

https://www.hindustantimes.com/opinion/the-great-significance-of-being-apj-abdul-kalam-101665839468416.html
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/06/28/what-was-apj-abdul-kalams-oath-for-civil-servants/
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ship shared between forests and their residents and takes place 
over almost two centuries.

TWO IDOLS STOLEN FROM TAMIL 
NADU WERE TRACED TO THE US

Source: The Hindu

Context:  
The two antique idols of Yoganarasimha and Ganesha belonging 
to Sri Venugopala Swamy temple, Alathur, Thiruvarur district, were 
traced to the Nelson-Atkins Museums, USA. They were suspected 
to be stolen fifty years ago and replaced with replicas.

Steps taken by the government to protect arts and ar-
tefacts from being stolen: 

• The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is the nodal 
agency to retrieve stolen or illegally exported art objects.

• India is a signatory to the 1970 UNESCO Convention on 
the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, 
Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property. 

	 India also ratified the convention in 1977.

• National Mission On Monuments And Antiquities: It 
aims to prepare a National database on Built Heritage 
and sites.

• National Manuscript Mission: It was established in 2003 
by the ministry of tourism to unearth and preserve the 
vast manuscript wealth of India.

COINAGE WITH IMAGES OF GODS 
AND GODDESSES

Source: The Hindu

Context:  
Recently there has been a demand from Delhi’s CM to put imag-
es of Goddess Lakshmi and God Ganesh on Indian currency notes 
along with Gandhi.

Images of gods and Goddesses on Indian coins: 
• Kushanas: According to historians, the Kushans, who 

hailed from the Central Asian region and ruled till the 3rd 
century AD, were the first to use the image of Goddess 
Lakshmi on their coins, along with Ardochsho, the Iranic 
Goddess of wealth. 

• Gupta rulers: Similarly, on the coins of the Gupta Empire 
one can witness forms of Durga, Laxmi and Ganga.

• Mohammed Ghori: Coins with Goddess Lakshmi issued 
by him after defeating Prithviraj Chauhan in the battle of 
Terrain in 1192 AD.

• Vijayanagara Kingdom: Harihara –II (1377-1404) intro-
duced coins that had Brahma-Saraswati, Vishnu-Lakshmi 
and Shiva-Parvati. 

• British Raj: The British East India Co. at Madras Presiden-
cy minted coins labelled as the Three Swamy Pagoda, 
which depicts Lord Balaji flanked by Sridevi and Bhudevi 
on either side.

• French and Dutch: The tradition of minting coins to 
win the confidence of local people continued when the 
French and Dutch minted coins showing Vishnu between 
1715 and 1774 and Goddess Kali in the late 17th century.

Related information: RBI Act, 1934 gives RBI the “sole right 
“ to issue banknotes whereas the Coinage Act 2011 give the 
union government the power to design and mint coins in var-
ious denominations. 

Do you know? 
•	 Numismatics is the study/ collection of currency (coins, 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/two-antique-idols-stolen-from-tiruvarur-district-50-years-ago-traced-to-us-museum/article66000081.ece
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banknotes, or money in some other form like beads, tokens, 
and related objects).

Q. In medieval India, the term “Fanam” referred to (UPSC 
CSE 2022)

(a) Clothing
(b) Coins
(c) Ornaments
(d) Weapons

Answer: (b)

RASKHAN AND TAJ BIBI
Source: Indian Express

Context:  
Recently tourism department of Uttar Pradesh has redeveloped 
the tombs of Raskhan and Taj Bibi (both devotees of Lord Krishna) 
as a tourist complex with an open-air theatre.

Who was Raskhan?
Raskhan or Syed Ibrahim Khan was a 16th-century Sufi Muslim 
poet born either in Amroha or Hardoi in Uttar Pradesh. 

• Raskhan was his pen name in Hindi. 
• In his early years, he became a follower of Sri Krishna and 

learned the religion from Goswami Vitthalnath and spent 
his life in Vrindavan.

• His poetry is in the form of Doha, Padawali and Savayya.
• Writings: Raskhan’s Khariboli writings are numerous, 

the five most important being the Sujana Raskhana, the 
Premavatika (most popular), the Danalila, the Astayama 
and a collection of Padas (rhymed couplets). 

Taj Bibi: aka the ‘Mughal Mirabai’, was born in the 17th century as 
the daughter of a Muslim nobleman Padna Khan. 

• Taj Bibi was married to Emperor Akbar and was appoint-
ed by the Mughals to protect the Gokul area.

• She wrote poetry during the Mughal time when the rul-
ing class belonged to the Muslim religion. 

100 YEARS OF SAKA PANJA SAHIB
Source: Indian Express

Context:  
October 30, marks 100 years of the Saka Panja Sahib incident.

What is Saka Panja Sahib incident?
On October 30, 1922, the Saka was about to stop the train and 
serve Langar to hungry Sikh prisoners of Guru Ka Bagh Morcha, 
who were taken to Attock for two and half years of Imprisonment. 

• The station master informed that the train won’t stop 

there and as a result, Sikhs protested by lying on railway 
tracks. 

• Bhai Karam Singh & Bhai Partap Singh Attained martyr-
dom in this incident.

	 Since then, both Sikhs are hailed as martyrs of 
Saka Panja Sahib who sacrificed their lives fight-
ing for the rights of Sikhs against the British.

Gurudwara Panja Sahib
• The history of the shrine Gurdwara Panja Sahib, in Hasan 

Abdal of Pakistan, is far older than the Saka Panja Sahib 
incident. 

• Maharaja Ranjit Singh and his general Hari Singh Nalwa 
got the gurdwara building constructed to commemorate 
Guru Nanak and his companion Bhai Mardana’s visit to 
the above site.

Ancient History

NEANDERTHALS

Source: Indian Express

Context: 
Nobel laureate Savante Paabo and his team-led study of neander-
thal DNA has given new insights into the family life of neander-
thals.

Neanderthal was a member of a group of archaic humans who 
lived in Eurasia in periods from 2 lakh to 24000 years ago(in the 
Pleistocene epoch). According to recent theories, all of them 
were either wiped out or merged into larger homo sapien groups.

What do recent studies suggest-
• They lived in close units of 14-20 members only.
• DNA evidence in the study of coalescence time suggests 

that nearly 60% of female members in neanderthal 
groups migrated from elsewhere.

• This is in contrast to earlier theories that men constituted 
a major migrant group.

• The sophisticated structure of skeletons suggests that 
neanderthals buried their dead.

Important terms to know
• Names to remember Chagyrskova and Okladnikova- 

limestone caves in Russia.
• Coalescence time: It is the time gap indicating how far in 

the past their most recent ancestors lived.

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/modi-calls-for-one-nation-one-uniform-for-police-who-decides-8235917/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-sci-tech/what-was-neanderthals-family-life-like-dna-grants-a-glimpse-8225715/
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Modern History

SHAURYA DIWAS
On the 76th Infantry Day, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today 
attended the ‘Shaurya Diwas’ programme organized by the Indian 
Army in Budgam.

Infantry Day is observed as a remembrance of the first military 
event of independent India, when the Indian Army repelled the 
first attack on Indian soil on October 27, 1947, in the Kashmir val-
ley. That is why every year on October 27, the Indian Army cele-
brates it as ‘Infantry Day’.

•	 This year both the Indian Army and the Air Force are going 
to celebrate this special day as “Shaurya Diwas” because 
this year is also the golden jubilee celebration of the Indi-
an Air Force’s Kashmir Air Base.

Maharaja Hari Singh of Srinagar signed the accession instrument 
on 26 October 1947, after which Jammu and Kashmir became a 
part of India. 

GS2
Polity

SC DIRECTIONS ON HATE SPEECH

Source: Indian Express

Context:  
Recently Supreme court has directed the police chiefs of Delhi, Ut-
tar Pradesh and Uttarakhand to take “immediate” suo motu action 
against any hate speech by lodging criminal cases without waiting 
for formal complaints.

What is Hate Speech?
Hate speech is an incitement to hatred against a particular group 
of persons marginalized by their religious belief, sexual orienta-
tion, gender, and so on.

• The Law Commission, in its 267th report on hate speech, 
said such utterances have the potential to provoke indi-
viduals and society to commit acts of terrorism, genocide, 
and ethnic cleansing.

Laws on hate speech in India
• India does not have a formal legal framework for dealing 

with hate speech, a set of provisions of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC), loosely defining hate speech, are invoked. 

• Section 295 of IPC: - it defines and prescribes punishment 
for deliberate and malicious acts, intended to outrage the 
religious feelings of any class by insulting its religion or 
religious beliefs.

	 Origin: it was brought in 1927 (Rangila Rasool 
case). Its antecedent lies in the “communal-
ly charged atmosphere of North India in the 
1920s.

• Section 298 IPC penalises ‘uttering, words, etc., with de-
liberate intent to wound the religious feelings of any per-
son.

• Section 153A IPC penalises ‘promotion of enmity be-
tween different groups on grounds of religion, race, place 
of birth, residence, language, etc., and doing acts prejudi-
cial to maintenance of harmony’.

• Section 66A of the IT Act: -  punishes sending offensive 
messages through communication services is added 
when such speech is made online.

• Part VII of the Representation of People Act, 1951 clas-
sifies hate speech as an offence committed during elec-
tions into two categories: corrupt practices and electoral 
offences.

Supreme court rulings on 295A:
• Ramji Lal Modi v State of Uttar Pradesh (1957): - Su-

preme Court upheld the law on the grounds that it was 
brought in to preserve “public order”. 

	 Public order is an exemption to the fundamen-
tal right to freedom of speech and expression 
and the right to religion recognised by the Con-
stitution.

• Baba Khalil Ahmed v State of Uttar Pradesh (1960): -  the 
Supreme Court said that the “malicious intent” of the 
accused can be determined not just from the speech in 
question but also from external sources.

• Baragur Ramachandrappa v State of Karnataka, (2007 ): - 
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The SC adopting a pragmatic approach ordered that pub-
lic order supersedes the individual interest of free speech.

OFFICE-OF-PROFIT CASE
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Jharkhand Governor said he has sought a “second opinion” in a 
case of office-of-profit amid the demand for dismissal of the Chief 
Minister.

Key Highlights:
Following a petition seeking CM’s disqualification from the Assem-
bly, the Election Commission sent its decision to the Jharkhand 
Governor.

• Second opinion: A second opinion is an opinion on a mat-
ter disputed by two or more parties.

What is an ‘office of profit’?
• If an MLA or an MP holds a government office and re-

ceives benefits from it, then that office is termed an “of-
fice of profit”.

• Disqualification: A person will be disqualified if he holds 
an office of profit under the central or state government, 
other than an office declared not to disqualify its holder 
by a law passed by Parliament or state legislature.

To read about Disqualification Proceedings under Office of profit: 
click here

PSYCHOLOGICAL TEST OF DEATH 
ROW CONVICTS IS ESSENTIAL

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Supreme Court said that the psychological evaluation of con-

demned prisoners by expert doctors, and access to them by mit-
igating investigators, are essential before the hearing begins on 
their appeals against the death penalty.

	 The Court was hearing appeals against the 
death sentence filed by convicts, presently 
lodged in Nashik Central Jail.

Key Highlights:
● These reports would provide:

○  Invaluable assistance for the Court to have an 
independent and holistic picture of the physical 
and mental condition of a person.

○ Background of the condemned person whose 
life hangs in balance.

● Mitigation experts need to be given access to the pris-
oners: To dig out any circumstances which may help the 
Court while it hears the appeal.

● Facets touching upon the character and behaviour of the 
appellant(s): It would be essential in order to have a com-
plete assessment of the matter.

Bachan Singh vs State of Punjab (1980): Doctrine of “rarest of 
rare: This verdict established the doctrine of “rarest of rare” crime 
in handing down capital punishment while mandating a compara-
tive analysis of serious circumstances in connection to the accused.

UAPA
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Prime Minister said that Central laws such as the Unlawful Activ-
ities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) had given an impetus to the system 
in a decisive fight against terrorism.

Passed in 1967, the law aims at the effective prevention of unlaw-
ful activities, and associations in India. The Act assigns absolute 
power to the central government, by way of which if the Centre 
deems an activity as unlawful then it may, by way of an Official 
Gazette, declare it so. It has the death penalty and life impris-
onment as the highest punishments.
 Under UAPA, both Indian and foreign nationals can be 
charged.

•	 It will apply to the offenders in the same manner, 
even if a crime is committed in a foreign land, out-
side India.

•	 Under the UAPA, the investigating agency can file a 
charge sheet within a maximum of 180 days after 
the arrests and the duration can be extended fur-
ther after intimating the court.

 As per amendments of 2019:
•	 The Act empowers the Director General of the Na-

tional Investigation Agency (NIA) to approve the 
seizure or attachment of property when the case is 
investigated by the said agency.

•	 The Act empowers the officers of the NIA, of the 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/office-of-profit-case-jharkhand-governor-ramesh-bais-says-he-has-sought-second-opinion/article66060217.ece/amp/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/08/26/disqualification-proceedings-under-office-of-profit/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/08/26/disqualification-proceedings-under-office-of-profit/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-says-psychological-evaluation-of-death-penalty-convicts-is-essential-before-hearing-their-appeals/article66062046.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/uapa-gave-an-impetus-to-fight-terror-pm-modi/article66064109.ece/amp/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/07/25/unlawful-activities-prevention-amendment-bill-2019/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/23/national-investigation-agency-nia-2/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/23/national-investigation-agency-nia-2/


Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 21

rank of Inspector or above, to investigate cases of 
terrorism in addition to those conducted by the DSP 
or ACP or above rank officer in the state.

•	 It also included the provision of designating an indi-
vidual as a terrorist.

PASMANDA MUSLIMS
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The Prime Minister appealed to make an outreach to de-
prived minority groups such as Pasmanda Muslims, espe-
cially in Uttar Pradesh.

The Indian Muslim community can be divided along three 
lines: Ashrafs (elite class)(15%-20%), Ajlaf (backward class), 
and Arzal (most backward class)

Pasmanda Muslims:
• Meaning ‘those left out’ or marginalized ( mostly in-

volved as barbers, weavers, potters etc). It is a collective 
expression for Ajlaf and Arzal(80%-85%)

• ‘Pasmanda’ is not a caste but a class: Representative of 
backward and subjugated castes within the Muslim com-
munity.

Constitutional Provisions for Minority:
Article 29:

● It provides that any section of the citizens residing in 
any part of India having a distinct language, script or 
culture of its own, shall have the right to conserve the 
same.

● It grants protection to both religious minorities as well 
as linguistic minorities.

● However, the SC held that the scope of this article is 
not necessarily restricted to minorities only, as the use 
of the word ‘ any section of citizens’ in the Article in-
cludes minorities as well as the majority.

Article 30:
● All minorities shall have the right to establish and ad-

minister educational institutions of their choice.
● The protection under Article 30 is confined only to mi-

norities (religious or linguistic) and does not extend to 
any section of citizens (as under Article 29).

Article 350-B:

•	 The 7th Constitutional (Amendment) Act 1956 insert-
ed this article which provides for a Special Officer for 
Linguistic Minorities appointed by the President of 
India.

•	 It would be the duty of the Special Officer to investi-
gate all matters relating to the safeguards provided for 
linguistic minorities under the Constitution.

Governance

I&B MINISTRY ADVISORY
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The I&B issued an advisory stating that no Ministry or department 
of the governments at the Center, States and Union Territories and 
their associated entities should enter into broadcasting or distribu-
tion of broadcasting activities in future.

Key Advisories:
● States broadcasting their content should do it through 

the public broadcaster, Prasar Bharati, and the entities 
distributing the broadcasting content.

● Advisory had been issued in view of:
○ Telecom Regulatory Authority of India’s (TRAI) 

recommendation (‘Arm’s length’ distance be-
tween broadcaster and the state to enhance its 
autonomy and independence)

○ Supreme Court judgment in the Cricket Associa-
tion of Bengal case

○ Law Ministry’s legal opinion
○ Sarkaria and Verghese Committee recommen-

dation - that power of the state for broadcasting 
could not be supported. 

● Power of legislation rests with the centre: On issues of 
“posts and telegraphs, telephones, wireless, broadcasting 
etc. and granting licenses in respect of “telegraphs and 
power.

Political implications of the move: It can impact Tamil Nadu’s Kalvi 
TV and Arasu Cable; Andhra Pradesh government’s IPTV; Kerela’s 
channels KITE VICTERS (for education)

Under the existing policy guidelines: Government universities, 
colleges, schools, Krishi Vigyan Kendras, certain autonomous bod-
ies and agricultural universities are eligible to set up community 
radios.

Prasar Bharti: It is a statutory autonomous body, under the Prasar 
Bharati Act. It is the Public Service Broadcaster of the country.

Related News:
News Broadcasters and Digital Standards Association (NBDSA): 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/making-sense-of-a-political-outreach-to-pasmanda-muslims/article66057879.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/state-governments-cannot-enter-into-broadcasting-on-their-own-ib-ministry/article66042027.ece/amp/
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News broadcasters and digital standards association have imposed 
a fine of Rs. 50K on ‘News 18 India’ for violating the ethical and 
communal standards in news broadcasting.
NBDSA
● NBDSA is an independent body which serves as a representa-

tive of private news channels, current affairs and digital broad-
casters.

● Its functions may expand to lobbying to promote, protect and 
secure the interests including the right of freedom of speech 
and expression of the news broadcasters, digital news media 
and other related entities.

● Composition: a chairperson(an eminent jurist) and other 
members(nominated by a majority of NBDSA board)

STATES SHOULD HAVE A UNI-
FORM POLICY ON LAW AND OR-

DER
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Union Home Minister said on that States should have a uniform 
law and order policy on certain crimes such as cross-border ter-
rorism and cybercrimes that transcend regional and international 
boundaries.

Steps suggested:
• To counter terror activities: Each State would have a Na-

tional Investigation Agency (NIA) office by 2024. 
• Centralisation of data on terror and other crimes: Fol-

lowing the principle of “one data, one entry”.
• Amendments would be presented in Parliament: Sug-

gestions have been received on revamping the Indian 
Penal Code (IPC) and Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC).

• Recently in line with his broader attempt to introduce a 
uniform set of policies across the country PM has suggest-
ed ‘One Nation, One Uniform’ for police forces.

Functioning of different agencies:
• NIA: Entrusted to maintain a national terror database
• Enforcement Directorate: maintains dataset on financial 

crimes
• Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB): database on narco 

crimes. 
• NATGRID: It brings datasets of 11 agencies on a common 

platform.

Law and order: 
● It is a State subject
● The Constitution provided that the Ministry of Home Af-

fairs (MHA) could intervene in matters concerning nation-
al security

● The Ministry from time to time sent advisories to States.

Who decides on uniforms for the police?
● Law and order are part of state subject:  Both ‘public or-

der’ and the ‘police’ are placed in List II (State List) of the 
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution: Thus, each state 
has the liberty to decide on the uniform. 

● Variation in Uniform: While police personnel in India are 
often associated with the colour khaki, their uniforms do 
differ in varying degrees in different regions. 

DISTRICT DEVELOPMENT COOR-
DINATION AND MONITORING 

COMMITTEES (DISHAS)
Source: PIB

Context: 
Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh presides over a DISHA meeting 
to review progress on various Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS) 
being implemented in the Kishtwar district.

About DISHA:
District Development Coordination and Monitoring Committees 
(DISHAs) have been formed to ensure better coordination among 
all the elected representatives in Parliament, State Legislatures 
and Local Governments (Panchayati Raj Institutions/Municipal 
Bodies) for efficient and time-bound development.

• It is a government-wide initiative that seeks to promote 
participative governance and deliberative democracy.

• Objectives: DISHA seeks to achieve this by facilitating a 
quarterly review of all development activity at the district 
level. 

• The Chairperson of a DISHA committee is the senior 
most Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha) elected from the 
district and nominated by the Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment.

• DISHA committee meetings will be held on a quarterly 
basis and will be attended by all elected representatives 
and officials from the district.

• District Collector is responsible for convening the meet-
ing and ensuring effective and timely follow up

DOPING VIOLATIONS
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Kamalpreet Kaur, the 26- year-old Indian discus thrower, was 
banned for three years after she tested positive for a prohibited 
substance earlier this year. 

•	 According to the Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) of World 
Athletics, 62 Indian athletes have been caught doping or 
in possession of banned substances.  Only Russia has re-
corded more doping violations than India with 87 ath-

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/states-should-have-a-uniform-law-and-order-policy-amit-shah/article66061935.ece/amp/
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1870490
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=GBMAEALO9.1&imageview=0&utm_source=epaper&utm_medium=sharearticle
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letes receiving punishment. 

How are anti-doping activities regulated?
World Anti-Doping Code (WADC) states an athlete is required to 
provide a sample at any time and at any place to an anti-doping 
organisation that commands authority to carry out anti-doping ac-
tivities in the country. 

•	 At international events, the organiser is expected to car-
ry out the testing, for example, the International Olym-
pics Committee (IOC) in the case of the Olympics.

•	 If tested positive for intake of any banned substance, 
the individual player, upon the decision of the organising 
body, is not only liable to be disqualified but also stands 
to forfeit all medals, points and prizes. 

•	 The punishment does not apply to other competitions 
that the athlete participated in unless it is established 
that the same drug was used to alter the performance 
capability of the other competitors too.

•	 As for team sports, in case two or more members of the 
team are found to violate the anti-doping code, the entire 
team could forfeit points and prizes and be disqualified.

What is WADA? 
Established in 1999, WADA is a global, independent anti-doping 
agency responsible for facilitating education, scientific research, 
development of anti-doping capacities, and ensuring compliance 
with the World Anti-Doping Code (WADC). 

•	 India has the National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA).

What is WADC?
WADC is the fundamental and universal document dictating the 
terms of administration and jurisprudence pertaining to all an-
ti-doping activities. 

International Relations

CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS (CMC)
Source: Indian Express

Context:  The world marks 60 years since the fateful events of the 
Cuban missile crisis. The US President recently invoked revisiting 
the Cuban missile crisis.

Reasons for the crisis: During the Cold war phase, USA and USSR 
were sceptical of each other moves. In retaliation to the USA plac-
ing Jupiter missiles in Turkey, USSR wanted to place its missile in 
Cuba (a socialist country and very close to the USA). This led to 
CMC. 

The Agreement: After UN intervention, the cri-
sis was averted with each side withdrawing its mis-
siles. Also, the USA agreed not to invade Cuba again.  

Consequences:  The agreement was seen as demoralizing for 
USSR, it led to the ouster of its president Khrushchev whereas 

John F. Kennedy was heralded for his statesmanship. The event 
highlighted the dangers of nuclear brinkmanship. Also, in 1963, 
the United States, the Soviet Union, and Great Britain signed a 
treaty banning atmospheric and underwater nuclear testing.

GLOBAL SOUTH
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
India will always stand with the Global South and seek to strength-
en the U.N. ‘s effectiveness, said the External Affairs Minister on 
the annual commemorative day of the United Nations.

•	 India’s focus on reformed multilateralism, rule of law, 
and a fair and equitable international system are aimed at 
ensuring the UN’s continued relevance. 

United Nations Day-October 24: It marks the anniversary of the 
entry into force in 1945 of the U.N. Charter.  On this day ratifica-
tion of this founding document by the majority of its signatories, 
including the five permanent members of the Security Council, the 
United Nations officially came into being.

Global South or South-South cooperation:
The phrase “Global South” refers broadly to the regions of Latin 
America, Asia, Africa, and Oceania, (regions outside Europe and 
North America), mostly (though not all) low-income and often po-
litically or culturally marginalized.

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-global/revisiting-the-cuban-missile-crisis-recently-invoked-by-biden-8219277/lite/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-global/revisiting-the-cuban-missile-crisis-recently-invoked-by-biden-8219277/lite/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-will-always-stand-with-the-global-south-eam-jaishankar-on-un-day/article66051663.ece?homepage=true
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‘INDIA’S EXPORTS TO CHINA
Source: The Hindu

Context:  
India’s trade equation with China has been improving in recent 
years with outbound shipments rising faster than imports

India’s Exports 
•	 Bilateral trade: China is the second largest trade partner 

of India, after the USA with trade flows between the two 
countries having grown 59% from about $72 billion in 
2014-15, to around $115 billion in 2021-22.

o From $11 billion in 2014-15, India’s exports to 
China has risen to $21 billion last year, while im-
ports stood at $94 billion in the same period

•	 Major import items: Intermediate goods account for 
more than a third of India’s imports from China, while 
capital goods constitute another 19%, with telecom and 
power sector equipment being the key drivers.

•	 India’s exports to China- Iron ore, Cotton, Copper, Dia-
monds, Oil seeds, Raw hides

•	 India’s dependence on such Chinese goods can be at-
tributed largely to 

o The gap between domestic production and de-
mand, 

o China is a manufacturing hub and has price com-
petitiveness due to economies of scale and sub-
sidies provided by its government.

•	 Recent steps: The production-linked incentive schemes 
for different sectors will help reduce the dependence on 
such imports over time.

o  Technical regulations framed for products such 
as toys, electronics, chemicals and fertilizers will 
check sub-standard imports.

COUNTER TERROR COMMITTEE 
(CTC)

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The international community should rise above political differenc-
es and defeat the challenge of terrorism, said the External Affairs 
Minister at the Special Meeting of the Counter Terror Committee 
of the UN Security Council.

The Counter-Terrorism Committee of UNSC: It was established 
by Security Council resolution 1373 adopted unanimously in the 
wake of the 9/11 terror attacks in the US. It aims at enhancing the 
legal and institutional ability of countries to counter terrorist activ-
ities at home and around the world.  

Points for the consideration of the Counter Terror 
Committee by the External Affairs Minister:

● Effective and sustained efforts to counter terror-financ-
ing

● Collaboration: Normative efforts of the UN need to be co-
ordinated with collaborations with fora like the Financial 
Action Task Force (FATF).

● International cooperation and concerted actions  against 
terrorists and their sponsors including the dismantlement 
of terrorist safe havens, etc

● Break Terrorism’s nexus: As transnational organised 
crime like arms and illicit drug trafficking is now estab-
lished”.

● UN Trust Fund for Counter-Terrorism: India will be mak-
ing a voluntary contribution of half a million dollars to the 
UN Trust Fund for Counter-Terrorism this year.

○ It was established by the Secretary-General in 
2009

Objectives of CTC:
● Financing: Taking steps to criminalize the financing of ter-

rorism
● Freezing: any funds related to persons involved in acts of 

terrorism
● Deny all forms of financial support for terrorist groups
● Suppress the provision of safe haven, sustenance or sup-

port for terrorists
● Share information with other governments on any groups 

practising or planning terrorist acts.

Related Article
Social media is now an important tool for militants
Source: Indian Express 
Context: The External Affairs Minister said that social media 
platforms and the internet are now often used for radicalisa-
tion and spreading propaganda to destabilize societies.

Key Highlights:
● Militants: They often use “tech, money and the ethos 

of open societies to attack freedom, tolerance and 
progress.

● Toolkit: Internet and social media platforms have 
turned into potent instruments in the toolkit of mili-
tant groups.

  

ETHIOPIA- TIGRAY CONFLICT
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The first formal African Union-led peace talks between an Ethiopi-
an government team and Tigray forces (since the war of 2020 with 
Tigray) are currently going on. 

Background of the Dispute:
Since 1994, Ethiopia has had a federal system in which different 
ethnic groups control the affairs of 10 regions. Tigray People’s Lib-
eration Front (TPLF) (the party in power in the Tigray region of Ethi-
opia)- was influential in setting up this system.

However, the reforms started by Nobel Peace prize winner Ethio-

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/external-affairs-minister-jaishankar-speaks-at-countering-the-use-of-new-and-emerging-technologies-for-terrorist-purposes/article66064545.ece/amp/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/jaishankar-unsc-delhi-terrorism-social-media-8236436/lite/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/ethiopia-its-past-and-current-challenges/article66054632.ece
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pian PM Abiy Ahmed (he ended a long-standing territorial dispute 
with neighbouring Eritrea) saw many of the top key Tigrayan gov-
ernment leaders being accused of corruption and being removed.

Tigray’s leaders saw Mr Abiy’s reforms as an attempt to cen-
tralise power and destroy Ethiopia’s federal system and revolted. 
The conflict started, when Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
ordered a military offensive against regional forces in Tigray. 

GS3
Indian Economy

INDIA’S GDP GROWTH MAKES 
THE SWITCH TO AN ECO-FRIEND-

LY PATH
Source: live mint

According to a recent RBI paper, India’s “green gross domestic 
product” (Green GDP) is growing faster than traditional GDP.

What is Green GDP?
“Green Gross Domestic Product” (Green GDP) is a term used gen-
erally for expressing GDP after adjusting for environmental dam-
age. This concept was introduced by China by publishing its first 
green GDP data for the year 2004 in 2006.

•	 In other words, Green GDP is a monetization of the loss 
of biodiversity caused by climate change. 

•	 It is calculated by subtracting resource depletion, and en-
vironmental degradation from the traditional GDP figure.

Related news:
Environmental Kuznets curve: The environmental Kuznets curve 
suggests that economic development initially leads to a deterio-
ration in the environment, but after a certain level of economic 
growth, a society begins to improve its relationship with the envi-
ronment and levels of environmental degradation reduces. From 
a very simplistic viewpoint, it can suggest that economic growth 
may good for the environment.

https://www.livemint.com/economy/indias-gdp-growth-makes-the-switch-to-eco-friendly-path-11666544161738.html
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THE FM’S CALL FOR INDUSTRIAL 
INVESTMENT

Context: 
Recently, the finance minister has asked industries to invest more 
in the manufacturing sector. The minister’s statement comes at a 
time when private investments have remained elusive in recent 
years or are limited to a few sectors. 

What is the current scenario?
•	 Gross fixed capital formation is primarily driven by the 

public sector.
•	 The share of manufacturing in the country’s GDP, too, has 

remained stagnant at about 16-17% for decades now (as 
against the target of 25%). 

•	 Demand in consumption is low (below the pre-pandemic 
level) but is expected to pick up. 

o As per an online survey, there is high purchase 
intention for cars and two-wheelers, a diverging 
trend for property, and moderation for some 
consumer durables including computers/lap-
tops, refrigerators, and ACs. 

•	 Household savings intention remains high with 56% of 
respondents indicating they plan to increase their savings 
by year-end.

Thus, there is greater optimism for economic rebounding and thus 
FM has called on industries to invest more to reap the benefits of 
a growing economy. 

What is Consumer Confidence Index?
The Consumer Confidence Index (CCI) is a survey that indicates 
how optimistic or pessimistic consumers are regarding their ex-
pected financial situation. If the consumers are optimistic, spend-
ing will be more, whereas if they are not so confident, then their 
poor consumption pattern may lead to recession.
•	 CCI is key to economic growth as consumption increases when 

they feel confident about the present economic situation and 
their own financial conditions. 

Gross capital formation (formerly gross domestic investment) con-
sists of outlays on additions to the fixed assets of the economy plus 
net changes in the level of inventories.

SECURITIES MARKET 
Source: The Hindu, Economic Times

Context:  
Recently SEBI has barred textile producer Bombay Dyeing and its 
promoters from accessing the security market for two years for 
misrepresentation of the financial statements of the company.

Securities are financial instruments issued to raise funds. The 
primary function of the securities markets is to enable to flow of 
capital from those that have it to those that need it. E.g. stocks, 
Bonds, Shares etc. 

Securities and Exchange Board of India: 
•	 It was established on April 12, 1992, in accordance with 

the provisions of the Securities and Exchange Board of 
India Act, 1992.  

•	 Its basic function is to protect the interests of investors 
in securities and to promote and regulate the securities 
market.

•	 Structure: consists of a Chairman and several other 
whole-time and part-time members.

•	 There exists Securities Appellate Tribunal (SAT)  consti-
tuted to protect the interest of entities that feel aggrieved 
by SEBI’s decision.

o It has the same powers as vested in a civil court. 
o Further, if any person feels aggrieved by SAT’s 

decision or order can appeal to the Supreme 
Court.

IRREGULAR TRANSACTIONS
Source: Business Standard

Context:  
So far 786 applications have been filed to recover over Rs 2.2 tril-
lion allegedly lost through irregular transactions by firms undergo-
ing the corporate insolvency resolution process. 

Irregular transaction refers to a transaction which has been initiat-
ed or concluded by the Agent outside the permitted or agreed-on 
procedure and policy.

Irregular transactions identified by IBC Code, 2016: 
•	 Avoidance transactions: This is the first set of transac-

tions. It comprises preferential transactions, undervalued 
transactions and extortionate transactions. 

o The Code mandates the liquidation process to 
disregard these transactions.

https://www.thehindu.com/business/companies/explained-why-did-the-market-regulator-fine-bombay-dyeing/article66058376.ece
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/stocks/news/sebi-bars-bombay-dyeing-ness-wadia-others-from-securities-market-for-up-to-2-yrs-imposes-fines-of-rs-15-75-cr/articleshow/95027699.cms?from=mdr
https://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/corporate-insolvency-rethinking-irregular-transactions-122102501086_1.html
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•	 Fraudulent transactions: This is the second set. It com-
prises fraudulent trading or wrongful trading. 

o The Code requires the liquidation process to re-
cover the loss made through these transactions.

IBC Code 2016
•	 It was enacted in 2016, replacing a host of laws, with the 

aim to streamline and speed up the resolution process of 
failed businesses.

•	 The code stipulates that the resolution process of a 
stressed company will have to be completed in a maxi-
mum of 270 days.

•	 The Code creates various institutions to facilitate the res-
olution of insolvency such as Insolvency Professionals, 
Information Utilities, Insolvency and Bankruptcy Boards 
etc. 

TREDS PLATFORM
Source: Business Standard

Context: 
The finance ministry has directed 92 operating central public 
sector enterprises (CPSEs) that have not onboarded the trade re-
ceivables discounting system (TReDS) despite the government’s 
mandate to do so.

•	 The government mandated in 2017 that all CPSEs get reg-
istered on the TReDS.

What is the TReDS Platform?
TReDS is an institutional mechanism set up to facilitate the dis-
counting of invoices for MSMEs from CPSE and corporate buyers 
through multiple financiers. 

Why? 
MSME receives orders but payment for the order is made only on 
delivery of the order. Meanwhile, they need capital to produce the 
order. Also, Delayed payments by the public (CPSEs) and private or-
ganizations result in a shortage of working capital for the MSMEs 
in their regular business operations. That’s where TReDs come in. 
Through this, MSMEs get instant short-term capital but at a dis-
counted rate based on the invoices. 

How does it work?
Invoice discounting is the working principle of TReDS. This involves 
three participants — MSME supplier, corporate/CPSE buyer, and 
financier. The process is as follows:

There are currently three TReDS based portals: RXIL (Receivables 
Exchange of India), M1Xchange, and Invoicemart.

CPSEs: They are those companies in which the direct holding of the 
Central Government or other CPSEs is 51% or more. 
•	 Department of Public Enterprises (DPE) which was relocated 

to the Ministry of Finance is the nodal agency for policies re-
lating to CPSEs.

GLOBAL INVESTMENT TREND 
MONITOR REPORT - 2022

Source: Down to Earth

Context: 
According to a recently released Global Investment Trend Monitor 
Report – 2022 by the United Nations Conference on Trade and De-
velopment (UNCTAD), the economic downturn brings down fund-
ing for climate mitigation and adaptation.

Key Findings:
• The number of climate mitigation and adaptation invest-

ment projects declined 7-12 per cent as the world grap-
ples with an economic slowdown. The gap between miti-
gation and adaptation financing was also huge this year.

• The funding was also lopsided: Over 700 renewable 
energy investment projects were located in Europe, ac-
counting for more than half of all projects.

Banking 

RBI MONITORING BANK 

Context: 
RBI has put Dhanalakshmi Bank under observation due to decreas-
ing capital-to-risk-weighted asset ratio(CRAR) of the Bank.

Role of RBI in the functioning of banks: Under the Banking regu-
lations act 1949, RBI has the duty to inspect and regulate all com-
mercial banks including Basel norms, CRR, SLR etc. 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/centre-directs-36-of-defaulter-cpses-to-join-treds-platform-122102701390_1.html
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/economic-downturn-eats-into-climate-mitigation-adaptation-funding-unctad-85658
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The capital-to-risk weighted assets ratio or capital adequacy ratio 
measures a bank’s financial stability by measuring its available cap-
ital as a percentage of its risk-weighted credit exposure.

Under the Basel norms, a bank must keep a minimum Capital to 
Risk Weighted Asset Ratio(CRAR) of 9% or higher.

• As NPA increases→ asset quality decreases→RWA in-
crease→ And so Bank would need to increase their CRAR 
to maintain the confidence of the market. 

	 In Dhanalakshmi bank, NPA increased but CRAR 
decreased. Hence RBI took it under direct ob-
servation, to see the anomaly. 

Basic Terms: 
Basel Norms: These norms were set by the member countries of 
the Bank of International Settlements to ensure global financial 
stability. 

The liquidity coverage ratio should be more than or equal to one. 
It means a bank has enough high-quality liquid assets(cash, gold 
etc) to survive a high-stress scenario of cash outflow(the bank run) 
for at least 30 days or more.

Prompt Corrective Action framework: Under PCA, all commercial 
banks are monitored for asset quality and capital sufficiency. Ac-
cordingly, they are classified into three risk categories(the higher 
the number higher the risk). All commercial banks and Non-de-
posit taking NBFCs are covered under the PCA norms of RBI. NAB-
ARD sets PCA norms for Regional Rural banks.

● Exit from PCA norms is possible only if no breach is de-
tected in 4 consecutive quarterly audit statements.

Mobilitization of Resources

INVITS
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The Government of India is increasingly using the InvIT route to 
monetise assets held by government entities and bring in broad-
based public shareholding. 

An Infrastructure Investment Trust (InvIT) are an in-between ve-
hicle that has features of stocks, bonds and mutual funds. It is a 
pooled investment vehicle like a mutual fund but applicable to the 
Infrastructure sector. 

•	 While mutual funds invest the sum received in financial 
securities, an InvIT invests the same in real infrastructure 
assets like roads, power plants, transmission lines, pipe-
lines etc. 

•	 They have regulated under the Sebi (Infrastructure In-
vestment Trusts) Regulations, 2014 and the Indian Trust 
Act, 1882.

Working: InvITs list on the bourses to raise money to acquire a 
portfolio of infrastructure assets that are already running and gen-
erating regular cash flows.

Agriculture

JAL JEEVAN MISSION
Source: PIB, Hindustan times

Context: 
The Gujarat government has achieved 100% tap water connec-
tions in rural areas under the Jal Jeevan Mission, the state water 
resources and water supply minister said.

Other States/UTs which have achieved 100 per cent: Hary-
ana, Goa, Telangana, Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Daman and Diu, 
Puducherry, and Andaman, and Nicobar Island

Jal Jeevan Mission:
• Launched in 2019
• Supply 55 litres of water per person per day to every 

rural household through Functional Household Tap Con-
nections (FHTC) by 2024.

• Implementation: It comes under Jal Shakti Ministry.
• Aims: It ensures functionality of existing water supply 

systems and water connections, water quality monitoring 
and testing as well as sustainable agriculture.

Salient features:

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/01/22/infrastructure-investment-trust-2/
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1871030
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/gujarat-achieves-100-household-tap-water-connections-under-jal-jeevan-mission-101666803721430-amp.html
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SUGARCANE PRODUCTION SHIFT-
ING FROM SOUTH TO NORTH: 

NSO REPORT
Source: Business Standard

Context: 
According to the latest National Statistical Office (NSO) report- Be-
tween 2011 and 2020 period Six sugarcane-producing northern 
Indian states saw a 42 per cent increase in their output value 
while that of five states from the south declined 32.4 per cent 
during the same period.

Reason for production shifting:
This northward shift in sugarcane production is on account of the 
larger irrigated area in the region and higher State Advisory Price 
(SAP) over and above the Centre’s Fair and Remunerative Price 
(FRP) being offered in the north, especially by Uttar Pradesh.

Sugarcane requires hot and humid climate (21-27 °C) with mod-
erate rainfall and deep rich loamy soil. Top Sugarcane Producing 
States: Maharashtra>Uttar Pradesh > Karnataka. Scheme for 
Extending Financial Assistance to Sugar Undertakings (SEFASU) 
and National Policy on Biofuels are two of the government initia-
tives to support sugarcane production and the sugar industry.

FRP is fixed under a sugarcane control order, in 1966. It is the min-
imum price that sugar mills are supposed to pay to the farmers. 
However, states determine their own State Agreed Price (SAP) 
which is generally higher than the FRP.

NSO: The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) merged with the 
Central Statistical Office (CSO) to form the National Statistical Of-
fice (NSO) in 2019. It comes under the Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation (MOSPI).

BASMATI RICE
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Five new varieties of seeds of Basmati rice, developed by a group 
of Indian scientists are all set to bring revolutionary changes in the 
way Basmati rice is cultivated in the country.

Highlights:
•	 Three of the five varieties can resist two common diseas-

es of paddy (one bacterial and one fungal). 
•	 The other two varieties can save 35% of water as the 

method of Direct Sowing of Rice (DSR) can be used to 
raise them. 

•	 These two seeds are resistant to herbicides too, helping 

the farmers control weeds more efficiently.

Basmati rice production in India:
India is known for its Basmati rice, with seven States — Jammu 
and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar 
Pradesh and Uttarakhand — earmarked for geographical indica-
tion (GI). 

• Basmati, known for its mouthfeel, aroma, and length of 
the grain when cooked and tasted, has a market abroad 
and brings about ₹30,000 crores in foreign exchange ev-
ery year.

• While 75% of the export is to West Asian countries, Euro-
pean Union countries also import Indian Basmati. 

• However, recently, the export to EU countries faced cer-
tain hurdles due to the increase in the pesticide residue 
levels in the rice from India.

GLYPHOSATE

Context: 
Government has restricted the use of the Herbicide glyphosate to 
authorized pest control operators, attracting criticism from indus-
try bodies.

Glyphosate: It is a non-selective herbicide (kills both ally types of 
plants).  It is also used to regulate plant growth and ripen specific 
crops. It is banned in 28 countries, including Australia, Canada, 
Brazil, Germany, Italy, Netherlands and Sri Lanka, as it may be car-
cinogenic (as per a WHO study) and remains as a residue in the 
environment for up to 6 months.

Usage of glyphosate in India: It is widely used in plantation agri-
culture. It is also used to control weeds in afforestation activities 
and in areas along irrigation channels, Railway tracks etc. It may 

file:///C:\Users\Insights%20Content%20Dev\Desktop\Sugarcane%20production%20in%20India%20shifting%20from%20South%20to%20North:%20NSO%20report%20|%20Business%20Standard%20News%20(business-standard.com)
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also be combined with BT cotton, leading to high usage in Deccan 
belts.

SANDALWOOD CULTIVATION
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Sandalwood spike diseases which hitherto were confined mainly 
to forest areas, started spreading to commercial areas.

Sandalwood spike diseases: 
•	 Cause: The disease is caused by phytoplasma — bacteri-

al parasites of plant tissues — which are transmitted by 
insect vectors.

•	 Origin: the disease was first reported in Kodagu in 1899.
•	 Symptoms: The sandalwood trees dry up once affected 

by SSD. Leaves turn thin and yellow and no new leaves 
will sprout. Within four years, the tree dies.

•	 Treatment: As of now, no cure exists for the disease. 
Hence, the infected tree has to be cut to reduce the 
spread of the disease.

•	 Concerns: Every year about 1% to 5% of sandalwood 
trees are lost due to the disease. 

o It could potentially wipe out the entire natural 
Sandalwood population if measures are not tak-
en to prevent its spread.

•	 Measures needed: A study conducted by the Institute 
of Wood Science and Technology(IWST), Bangalore and 
Pune-based National Centre for Cell Sciences has recom-
mended

o accreditation of commercial production of san-
dalwood seedlings through testing to ensure 
that the plants are free from SSD. 

o It has also called for a paradigm shift in policies 
handling sandalwood seedlings.

About Sandalwood:

Indian Sandalwood is a dry deciduous forest species native to Chi-
na, India, Indonesia, Australia, and the Philippines. Because it 
is strong and durable, S. album is mostly harvested for its timber. 
On IUCN Red List Status, it is Vulnerable. In India, it is also called 
“Chandan” and “Srigandha”. Sandalwood has a special place in In-
dian tradition where it is used from cradle to cremation.

In India, it is mostly grown in Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Bihar, 
Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Tamil 
Nadu.

Environment:

Climate Change

NDC SYNTHESIS REPORT-2022

Source: Down to Earth

Context: 
The Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) pledged by 
countries to arrest climate change are insufficient, noted a new 
report released by the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC).

NDC Synthesis Report-2022: The UNFCCC’s NDC Synthesis Re-
port is an annual summary of climate commitments ( known as 
Nationally Determined Contributions) made by countries and their 
impact on global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. 
	Updated NDCs are required by the ‘ratcheting mechanism’ of 

the Paris Agreements. As per this countries must revise their 
pledges to be more ambitious every five years.

Key Findings:
• Marginal progress has been made over the past year.
• The emission levels resulting from a hypothetical imple-

mentation of the latest NDCs are about 5 per cent lower 
in 2030, compared to the report’s previous edition.

• Cumulative CO2 emissions in 2020-2030, based on the 
latest NDCs, would likely use up 86 per cent of the re-
maining carbon budget.

• Conditional elements are NDC targets that are depen-
dent on the availability of financial, technical, and other 
forms of assistance, particularly in the case of developing 
countries.

	 For example, India has made one of its new NDC 
targets conditional. The country will switch 50 
per cent of its total power capacity to non-fos-
sil sources by 2030. This pledge depends on the 
“transfer of technology and low-cost interna-
tional finance, including Green Climate Fund 
(GCF).”

LIKE-MINDED DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES (LMDC)

Source: Indian Express

Context: 
Recently, 18 Like-Minded Developing Countries (LMDC), who usu-
ally present a common front at climate negotiations issued a state-
ment.

Highlights: 
COP 27 is scheduled to be held at Sharm El Sheikh in Egypt in No-
vember this year.  The LMDC statement reiterated the inequity in 
fund allocations for global warming mitigation efforts. 
Concerns Raised: Questions are being raised about the net zero 
emissions plans of several countries, and critics have alleged that 
these projects are a subterfuge for postponing immediate action. 
There are fears that the ParisPlans’ target for a New Quantified 
Goal on Climate Finance could be delayed beyond 2025. 

LMDC: The Like-Minded-Group of Developing Countries (LMDC) is 
a group of developing countries which have a similar stand in the 
United Nations climate negotiations.

https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/ShareArticle?OrgId=GBMAEAMOI.1&imageview=0
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/editorials/no-cop-out-on-climate-justice-8227848/
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Members of the LMDC: Bangladesh, Algeria, Bhutan, Belarus, 
Cuba, China, India, Egypt, Iran, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, Myan-
mar, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, the Philippines, Syria, Sudan, Vietnam, 
and Zimbabwe. 

EMISSIONS GAP REPORT 2022
Source: Down to Earth

Context:  
According to the recently released Emissions Gap Report 2022, 
current pledges by countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
would still leave the world warmer by 2.4-2.6 degrees celsius by 
the end of the century.

Key Findings:
• The top seven emitters (China, EU27, India, Indonesia, 

Brazil, the Russian Federation and the USA) plus interna-
tional transport accounted for 55 per cent of global GHG 
emissions in 2020.

• Collectively, G20 members are responsible for 75 per 
cent of global GHG emissions.

• Global average per capita GHG emissions:  The US at 
14 tCO2e, followed by Russia at 13 tCO2e, China at 9.7 
tCO2e, Brazil and Indonesia at about 7.5 tCO2e, and the 
European Union at 7.2 tCO2e

	 India remains far below the world average at 
2.4 tCO2e.

• The updated pledges by countries (NDC) under the Paris 
Agreement only reduce the projected greenhouse emis-
sions by 1 per cent by 2030.

Emissions Gap Report 2022 (by UNEP): It provides an overview 
of, the Emissions Gap, the difference between where greenhouse 
emissions are predicted to be in 2030 and where they should be to 
avert the worst impacts of climate change. 

POLLUTER PAYS PRINCIPLE

Source: Down to Earth

Context: 
The National Green Tribunal has slapped thousands of crores 
of fines on seven states on Supreme Court directions, totalling 
around Rs 28,180 crore and about Rs 2,000 crore in other cases 
over waste. 
The ‘polluter pays’ principle is the commonly accepted practice 
that those who produce pollution should bear the costs of man-
aging it to prevent damage to human health or the environment.
How does NGT calculate the penalty amount? 

• The NGT has equated the amount of penalty fixed on the 
states based on the “polluter pays principle” to environ-
mental compensation and the cost of restoration.

• The compensation for untreated liquid waste (sewage) 
was determined to be Rs 2 crore per million litres per 
day (MLD) and Rs 300 per tonne for unprocessed legacy 

waste.
• The interesting thing is that it is the responsibility of the 

states to keep track of violations committed, as per the 
polluter pays principle while calculating the penalty.

Almitra H Patel vs the Government of India, 1996
•	 It is regarding the scientific treatment and manage-

ment of solid waste and sewage. 
•	 The SC passed comprehensive orders in 2000 and 2004 

over handling waste, but the states did not follow 
through. 

•	 Then SC referred the case to the NGT in 2014, saying 
the tribunal had expertise in the matter.

What will happen to the fine amount? 
• NGT has ordered the chief secretaries of all the states 

to deposit this penalty amount in two separate accounts. 
This money will be used for time-bound sewage and solid 
waste treatment.

• National Mission for Clean Ganga and the Union Minis-
try of Housing and Urban Affairs has also been asked to 
monitor the fund.

Pollution and Waste

COMPRESSED BIO GAS (CBG) 
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The first bio-energy plant of a private company in the Sangrur dis-
trict of Punjab will produce Compressed Bio Gas (CBG) from paddy 
straw, thus converting agricultural waste into wealth.

Benefits of CBG plant:
• From paddy stubble, CBG valued at ₹46 per kg as per the 

SATAT scheme will be produced. 
• Paddy straw from one acre of the crop can yield energy 

output (CBG) worth more than ₹17,000 — an addition of 
more than 30% to the main output of grain. 

• Slurry or fermented organic manure from the plant (CBG) 
will be useful as compost to replenish soils heavily deplet-
ed of organic matter and reduce dependence on chemi-
cal fertilizers.

• The CBG plant will also provide employment opportuni-
ties to rural youth in the large value chain. 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/emissions-gap-report-2022-pledges-to-cut-greenhouse-gas-emissions-way-off-track-85656
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/environment/states-fined-thousands-of-crores-over-waste-but-how-did-ngt-calculate-the-penalty-amount--85660
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-renewable-energy-revolution-rooted-in-agriculture/article66054028.ece


www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

32

Compressed Bio-Gas (CBG) is produced naturally through the 
process of anaerobic decomposition (without oxygen) of biomass 
sources like crop residue, cattle dung, sugarcane press mud, sew-
age treatment plant waste, etc. 

• It has the potential to replace Compressed Natural Gas 
in automotive, industrial, and commercial uses in the fu-
ture. 

Other Waste-to-Energy technology:
• Landfill Gas (LFG) recovery: Methane gas is extracted 

from solid waste deposited in a landfill.
• Torrefaction: It involves heating straw, grass and sawmill 

residue to over 250-degree C. 
• Polycrack Technology: It converts feedstocks into hydro-

carbon liquid fuels, gas, carbon, and water. 

‘BLUE FLAG’ CERTIFICATES.
Source: Indian Express

Context:  
Two more Indian Beaches both in Lakshadweep, (Minicoy Thundi 
beach and Kadmat beach) get coveted International Blue Flag Cer-
tification. India now has 12 Blue Flag beaches.

Blue Flag certification is a globally recognised eco-label accord-
ed by the “Foundation for Environment Education in Denmark” 
based on 33 stringent criteria.
Certification awarded by an international jury comprising mem-
bers of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), Unit-
ed Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO), and Interna-
tional Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), besides FEE. It 
was started in France in 1985.

• Certification is awarded annually. 
• Benefits: Neat and clean beaches are an indicator that 

the coastal environment is in good health and the Blue 
Flag certification is a global recognition of India’s conser-
vation and sustainable development efforts.

What is the ‘Blue Flag Beach’?
The ‘Blue Flag’ beach is an ‘eco-tourism model’. It marks our 
beaches as providing tourists and beachgoers with clean and hy-
gienic bathing water, facilities/amenities, a safe and healthy envi-
ronment, and sustainable development of the area.

Species in News

BATS EVICTED FROM MANIPUR 
CAVE FOR TOURISM

Source: The Hindu

As per a zoological study that recorded new fauna in Manipur, A 
colony of bats was evicted from a Manipur cave system with a Pa-
laeolithic past to make it tourist-friendly.
Horseshoe bat
Horseshoe bats, (genus Rhinolophus), are any of more than 100 
species of large-eared insect-eating bats.

•	 The researchers recorded Blyth’s horseshoe bat in the 
Khangkhui cave during two extensive field surveys cover-
ing nine districts of Manipur in 2019 and 2021.

•	 This bat was one of 12 new species added to Manipur’s 
mammalian fauna. 

IUCN Status: Over a third of bat species are considered threatened 
or data deficient. 

Importance of Bats: Bats play an essential role in pest control, and 
pollinating plants. In the tropics and subtropics, bats act as very 
efficient seed dispersers and are responsible for much of the re-
generation of forests following deforestation.

Khangkhui cave: The Khangkhui, locally called Khangkhui Mang-
sor, is a natural limestone cave about 15 km from Ukhrul, the 
headquarters of Ukhrul district of Manipur. The cave was home to 
Stone Age communities.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/bats-evicted-from-prehistoric-manipur-cave-for-tourism-study/article66057384.ece
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HUMPBACK HIGHWAY
Each year, an estimated 40,000 humpback whales leave the freez-
ing waters of Antarctica on the world’s longest mammal migration.

They make their way up Australia’s east and west coasts to the 
tropics before returning, calves in tow, a couple of months later. 
However, they get caught up in the fishing gear nets and get in-
jured or die.  

Humpback whales (currently least concern at IUCN) were hunted 
to near extinction last century. Since bans on whaling, however, 
the local population has bounced back into the tens of thousands, 
experts say.

Named after the distinctive hump in front of their small dorsal fin, 
humpback whales often feed in large groups and are famous for 
their singing ability.

 

CHEETAH AWARENESS PROGRAM
Context: Cheetah Awareness Programme being organized by the 
National Museum of Natural History

National museum of natural History (1972): It is an institution de-
voted to environmental education and depicts the country’s rich 
natural heritage and natural history(geology, botany and zoolo-
gy). It works under the ministry of environment forest and climate 
change

Cheetah reintroduction program in India
● Under the action plan for the introduction of cheetahs in 

India, India will introduce over 50 cheetahs in the next 5 
years.

● In the first phase * cheetahs are introduced in Kuno Na-
tional Park(Madhya Pradesh)

● Other prospective sites include
○ Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary(Madhya Pradesh)
○ Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary(Madhya 

Pradesh) 
○ Shahgarh bulge in Jaisalmer, (Rajasthan)
○ Mukundara Tiger Reserve as fenced enclo-

sure(Rajasthan)
● Cheetah are the only large mammal to have gone extinct 

from India due to hunting or habitat loss
● African cheetahs not only have large genetic diversity(ide-

al for rehabilitation)
● They are also believed to be the original lineage for Asiatic 

cheetahs.

Health 

Global TB Report 2022

Source: Down to Earth

Context:  
The World Health Organization’s (WHO) 2022 Global TB report, 
stated that the COVID-19 pandemic has set back years of progress 
on nearly every TB indicator. 

Global TB Report 2022: 
It provides a comprehensive and up-to-date assessment of the TB 
epidemic and of progress in prevention, diagnosis and treatment 
of the disease, at global, regional and country levels. This is done 
in the context of global TB commitments, strategies and targets.

•	 New cases in 2021 — an estimated 10.6 million people 
— increased by above 4 per cent from 2020 while the 
burden of drug-resistant TB (DR-TB) increased by three 
per cent in the same duration.

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/tb-battle-took-a-backseat-during-covid-19-pandemic-cases-drug-resistance-go-up-finds-who-85647
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Highlights of the report about India:
• Position of India: It is in the 36th position in terms of inci-

dence rates (from largest to smallest incidence numbers).
• India’s TB incidence(2021): It is 210 per 1 Lakh popula-

tion.
	 In the baseline year 2015 (incidence was 256 

per lakh of the population)

• Better than the global average: There has been an 18% 
decline.

	 Global average-11%. 

Steps taken by India for TB elimination:
• Mandatory notification policy: To ensure all cases are re-

ported to the government. 
• Intensified door-to-door Active Case Finding drives: To 

screen patients and ensure no household is missed.
• Indigenously-developed molecular diagnostics: It has 

helped expand the reach of diagnosis to every part of the 
country today.

• National Prevalence Survey: The WHO Report notes that 
India is the only country to have completed such a survey 
in 2021.

• During 2020 and 2021: India made cash transfers of 89 
million dollars to TB patients through a Direct Benefit 
Transfer programme.

• Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyan: To provide 
additional nutritional support to those on TB treatment, 
through contributions from the community.

Tuberculosis (TB):

Infectious disease is usually caused by Mycobacterium tuber-
culosis (MTB) bacteria. Tuberculosis generally affects the lungs, 
but it can also affect other parts of the body. Prevention of TB in-
volves screening those at high risk, early detection and treatment 
of cases, and vaccination with the Bacillus Calmette-Guérin (BCG) 
vaccine. Every year, TB kills approximately 220,000 people in India 
and 1.6 million people worldwide.

HOMEGROWN CAR-T CELLS 
‘CURE’ 8-YEAR-OLD’S LEUKAEMIA
Source: TOI

The eight-year-old got the treatment as part of the safety trials for 
India’s first indigenously made CAR-T cells — a joint effort between 
IIT-Bombay and Tata Memorial Centre, Mumbai.

What is CAR T-cell therapy?
It is a type of treatment in which a patient’s T cells (a type of im-
mune cell) are changed in the laboratory so they will bind to cancer 
cells and kill them. 

• CAR-T cells are a new form of, immunotherapy, itself a 
fledgling branch of cancer treatment. 

• It entails re-engineering the body’s T immune cells with 
some genetic material so that they selectively target can-
cer cells for destruction.

Working:
In this therapy, Blood from a vein in the patient’s arm flows through 
a tube to an apheresis machine (not shown), which removes the 
white blood cells, including the T cells, and sends the rest of the 
blood back to the patient.

• Then, the gene for a special receptor called a chimeric 
antigen receptor (CAR) is inserted into the T cells in the 
laboratory. 

• Millions of CAR T cells are grown in the laboratory and 
then given to the patient by infusion. The CAR T cells 
are able to bind to an antigen on the cancer cells and kill 
them.

Space

SAMPURNANAND OPTICAL TELE-
SCOPE(SOT)

Source: Live Mint

Context: 
Sampurnanand Optical Telescope completed 50 years of opera-
tions

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bacteria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lung
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaccination
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/ukhand-guv-felicitates-astronomers-encourages-scientists-at-commemoration-of-50-yrs-of-telescope-11666358628479.html


Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 35

About SOT: 
Name after the former chief minister of Uttar Pradesh Dr Sampur-
nanand, the 104-cm Sampurnanand Telescope, situated at ARIES, 
Manora Peak in Nainital. It was installed in 1972.
Some landmark observations by SOT: Discovery of rings of Ura-
nus, and additional rings around Saturn, afterglows of Gamma-ray-
bursts (GRBs) and micro-lensing events etc. 

OVERHAUSER (OVH) MAGNE-
TOMETER

Source: Mint

Context:  
Indian scientists have developed an indigenous Overhauser Mag-
netometer, one of the most accurate magnetometers extensively 
used by all magnetic observatories around the world. 

India’s First Indigenous Overhauser Magnetometer:
• It is developed by the Indian Institute of Geomagnetism 

(IIG), an autonomous research institution under DST, 
Government of India.

• It is installed at the Alibag Magnetic Observatory (MO) 
and has the potential to reduce India’s reliance on com-
mercial OVH magnetometers for geomagnetic field mea-
surements.

• It accurately reproduced the geomagnetic diurnal vari-
ations accurately and precisely showed the signatures 
of various space weather events such as geomagnetic 
storms, sudden impulses, etc.

Overhauser Magnetometer: A magnetometer is a device that 
measures the magnetic field or magnetic dipole moment.

• Our earth is a gigantic magnet. Experiments show that 
variations in the Earth’s magnetic field are linked to a vari-
ety of weather phenomena.  As a result, scientists all over 
the world can consistently measure changes in the Earth’s 
magnetic field. 

• OVH magnetometers are known for their higher accura-
cy, higher sensitivity, and efficient power consumption 
and hence find applications in all magnetic observatories 
worldwide as well as in international space programs. 

SATELLITE PHONES
Source: Indian Express

Context: 
Recently, A senior executive of Saudi Arabian oil company Sau-
di Aramco with an unauthorised satellite phone was arrested in 
Uttarakhand under sections of the Indian Telegraph Act and the 
Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act.

What’s wrong with carrying a satellite phone?
• It’s not legal to carry a satellite phone in India unless you 

have permission.
• Restrictions on the possession and use of these phones 

were tightened after the Pakistani terrorists who attacked 
Mumbai in November 2008 used these devices to keep in 
touch with their Lashkar-e-Taiba handlers.

What do these rules say?
•	 Section 6 of The Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act, 1933 

makes it illegal to possess “any wireless telegraphy appa-
ratus, other than a wireless transmitter.  

What is a satellite phone? 
A satellite phone is a telephone that can connect to orbiting sat-
ellites. 

• Similar to terrestrial mobile phones, they can connect to 
voice and short messaging services as well as low band-
width Internet access.

• Satellite phones can connect from anywhere as they are 
directly connected to satellites around the world and do 
not depend on terrestrial mobile networks.

• Satellite phones usually cover most of the planet with 
fairly robust connectivity.

NAVIC
Source: The Hindu

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is working on a se-
ries of improvements to the ‘NavIC’ so that more people are moti-
vated to install and use it. 

What is NavIC?
NavIC (Navigation with Indian Constellation), or the Indian Region-
al Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS), is a constellation of seven 
satellites that can be used to track location. 
It is akin to the American GPS, the European Galileo and the Rus-
sian GLONASS Navigation systems. 

• The first of these satellites (IRNSS-1A) was launched in 
2013 and the latest in 2018. 

• Though available for use in mainland India as well as a 
range of 1,500 km around it, it isn’t in wide regular use 
in India primarily because mobile phones haven’t been 
made compatible to process its signals. 

• The Indian government has been pressing manufacturers 
to add compatibility and has set a deadline of January 
2023 but media reports suggest this is unlikely before 
2025.

• Currently, NavIC satellites orbit the earth in a geostation-
ary or geosynchronous (GEO) orbit or about 36,000 km 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/indian-scientists-develop-first-indigenous-overhauser-magnetometer-11666868844808.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-sci-tech/satellite-phones-saudi-aramco-executive-jailed-chamoli-8230381/


www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

36

from earth. 

1ST COMMERCIAL LAUNCH FOR 
LMV-3

Source: Business Standard

Context: 
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), recently, success-
fully launched its heaviest rocket Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM-3) 
from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota.

Highlights:
• LVM-3 has placed 36 satellites of the UK-based OneWeb 

satellite communications company into the Low Earth Or-
bit (LEO).

• The launch of the LVM-3 — with its largest-ever payload 
of 5,796 kg —also marked India’s entry into the global 
commercial launch service market.

• The launch is also the first for LVM3-M2 to place the sat-
ellites in the Low Earth Orbit (up to 1,200 km above the 
earth) unlike Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO).

LVM3-M2 (previously known as GSLV-MK III): It is a three-stage 
launch vehicle consisting of two solid propellants S200 strap-ons 
on its sides and a core stage comprising L110 liquid stage and C25 
cryogenic stage.

•	 The vehicle is also dubbed as one of the heaviest for its 
ability to carry satellites up to 8,000 kg.

•	 The newest rocket is capable of launching 4,000-kilogram 

class of satellites into GTO and 8,000 kgs of payloads into 
LEO.

•	 GSLV-Mk III had four successful missions in the past.

OneWeb:
OneWeb Ltd is a global communication network powered from 
space, enabling internet connectivity for governments and busi-
nesses. India’s Bharti Enterprises is a major investor and share-
holder OneWeb. 

Low earth orbit (LEO):
•	 A low earth orbit (LEO) satellite is an object, generally, a piece 

of electronic equipment, that circles around the earth at lower 
altitudes than geosynchronous satellites.

•	 LEO satellites orbit between 2,000 and 200 kilometres above 
the earth. LEO satellites are commonly used for communica-
tions, military reconnaissance, spying and other imaging ap-
plications.

PILLARS OF CREATION

Context: 
NASA has issued a second image of the famous “Pillars of Cre-
ation” taken by the James Webb Telescope. The new image has 
been taken by Webb’s Mid-Infrared Instrument (MIRI)- showing 
the outer skin of the Eagle Nebula. One week back the image was 
taken by Webb’s Near Infrared Cam (NIRCam)- showing the inte-
rior details of the Nebula.

A nebula is a giant cloud of dust and gas in space where new stars 
are formed (“star nurseries”)

file:///C:\Users\Insights%20Content%20Dev\Desktop\Isro%20launches%2036%20OneWeb%20satellites%20in%20first%20commercial%20launch%20for%20LMV-3%20|%20Business%20Standard%20News%20(business-standard.com)
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Defence

DIRTY BOMB
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Russia intends to raise at the United Nations Security Council its 
accusation that Ukraine is planning a “dirty bomb” attack.

Dirty Bomb: 
A dirty bomb combines radioactive material with explosives, in-
tended to cause harm by spreading radioactive material that can 
contaminate an area and poison the human body. 

Material used in Dirty Bomb: 
Cesium-137, RDX(Explosives) like Cobalt-60(High-energy gamma 
emitters)

India’s position to detect Dirty Bombs:
• Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC): It has devel-

oped systems such as the aerial gamma spectrometry 
system which can be used to detect even shielded and 
hidden devices. 

• Other technology: BARC has developed technology that 
can detect elements from solid and liquid industrial 
wastes, as most of these radioactive elements can dis-
solve in water.

HAWK AIR DEFENCE EQUIPMENT
Source: The Indian Express

The United States is considering sending older HAWK air defence 
equipment from storage to Ukraine to help it defend against Rus-
sian drone and cruise missile attacks.

•	 The HAWK interceptor missiles would be an upgrade to 
the Stinger missile systems - a smaller, shorter-range air 
defence system - that the United States has already sent 
to blunt Russia’s invasion.

What is the HAWK air defence?
HAWK, short for ‘Homing All the Way Killer’, entered service with 
the US Army in 1959, during the Vietnam war. 

• It underwent several upgrades, including a major one in 
1971 that produced the so-called I-HAWK (or improved 
HAWK), with a kill probability of 85%.

• The HAWK system was the predecessor to the PATRIOT 
missile defence system. 

• US forces largely stopped using HAWK from the early 
years of the new century. 

Content for Mains 
Enrichment

Polity

ECI PROPOSAL ON MCC
Recently Election Commission (EC) proposed to amend the Mod-
el Code of Conduct to guide political parties to disclose how they 
plan to finance promises made in election manifestos and assess 
the impact on fiscal sustainability.

Benefit of the proposal:
•	 Will stop the misleading by the party by quoting imagi-

nary figures of raising additional resources just before an 
election.

•	 Will stop the process of copying promises and unneces-
sary competition between parties, resulting in making 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/russia-to-raise-ukraine-dirty-bomb-accusation-at-un-diplomats-say/article66052038.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-sci-tech/russia-ukraine-war-hawk-air-defence-equipment-8229957/
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“illogical and exaggerated” announcements. 
•	 Will check the “veracity” of the figures given by parties 

and help in better fiscal management 

Distinction between freebies and welfare measures: E.g. Schemes 
for reaching electricity to a poor household may be called welfare 
measures. But waiving their electricity usage charge or giving 
them free electricity is a freebie.

Political parties’ response: Most political parties have called the 
EC’s proposal on electoral freebies an overreach of its constitu-
tional mandate - political and policy matters do not fall under its 
purview.

Freebies are “part of the of a vibrant democratic system”. Only 
people have the wisdom to give their decision by the way of elec-
toral punishment or electoral acceptance. Neither the Election 
Commission, nor the Government, nor indeed even the Courts, 
have jurisdiction to…regulate such issues. 

What should be done? 
Parties should place emphasis on voter empowerment and capaci-
ty building rather than making people more dependent on govern-
ment measures.

Governance

GOVERNANCE SCHEME BY AP

Agriculture sector: Rythu Bharosa Kendras: 
They are a one-stop solution to all farmers’ needs and grievances. 
RBKs sell pre-tested quality seeds, certified fertilisers and animal 
feed. Farmers can purchase or hire farm equipment, and even sell 
their produce at the prevailing MSP in the RBKs. 

•	 10,778 RBKs Rythu Bharosa Kendras have been set up. 
•	 There is an agriculture graduate and agriculture scien-

tists available through each RBK.
•	 The entire village is e-cropped and geo-tagged: The list is 

displayed for social audit. 
•	 ₹13,500 per annum to farmers to support farm costs.

Education sector:
● Nadu-Nedu programme: All the schools have been up-

graded
○ Every school will have 12 types of basic infra-

structure. 
● Mid-day meals menu: It is nutritious and changed every 

day and week to ensure variety.
● Vidya Kanuka(kit for kids): Comprising a bag, bilingual 

textbooks (one page Telugu and one page English), note-
books, uniform, and an Oxford dictionary.

● Tie with Byju’s: Students starting from Class 4 are entitled 
to have Byju’s content.

● Mothers are given an incentive of about ₹15,000 per 
year as per the attendance of their child under Amma 
Vodi.

● Higher education: There is 100% fee reimbursement. 
○ Also, ₹20,000 for the kids to take care of lodging 

and boarding every year in two instalments.

Development in Health Sector:
● Digital interface: Village clinic has a digital interface 

through which doctors are available.
● Teaching hospitals: They are connected to village clinics, 

taking care of preventive care and curative care
● Aarogyasri scheme: All types of cancers are covered and 

practically 99% of procedures are under this scheme. 
● Family doctor concept: Every Mandal will have two PHCs 

and each PHC has two doctors and one ambulance.
○ One doctor will sit in the PHC for consultancy, 

and the other doctor hops into the ambulance 
and goes to the designated villages.

Environment 

SUJIT PATWARDHAN
Sujit Patwardhan, India’s sustainable urban transport champion. 
Since the mid-1990s, environmental activist Sujit Patwardhan had 
been working on sustainable people-centric cities- focusing on 
walking, cycling and public transport.
Values: Courage and Vision to challenge the misplaced policies and 
Perseverance to fight for the environment. 

SUSTAINABILITY FOR BUSINESS 
AND ECOLOGY

What is sustainability? 
Sustainability consists of fulfilling the needs of current generations 
without compromising the needs of future generations while en-
suring a balance between economic growth, environmental care 
and social well-being.

Sustainability in Business: Making the production process environ-
mentally sustainable helps in economic sustainability as well.  

Tools Businesses can use for environmental sustainability:
•	 Moving to Cloud computing: According to the studies, 

both small and large enterprises can reduce their per-us-
er carbon footprint from 30% to 90% by just moving to 
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cloud computing. 
o Cloud computing is the delivery of computing 

services over the Internet (“the cloud”) to offer 
faster innovation, flexible resources, and econo-
mies of scale.

•	 Use a ‘sustainability calculator’ to track greenhouse gas 
emissions arising from their cloud use. 

•	 Banking: E.g., Flowe (a digital bank in Italy) went beyond 
banking to integrate green living and personal health 
goals into its services. Thus, including sustainability in 
business goals can help improvement in banks. 

Ethics

HONESTY SHOPS
In a unique experiment in Kerala’s Ernakulam district, ‘honesty 
shops’ have been opened on 15 school campuses to help inculcate 
virtues among children.
There is no salesman at the counters and students can drop the 
money for each item in the collection box kept on a table. They can 
walk in, choose the item of their choice and pay for it based on the 
price list displayed.
This is part of the Student Police Cadet (SPC) project (launched in 
2008) have been conceived to inculcate better civic sense among 
students and mould them as responsible youth who will react pos-
itively to the demands of society.
Values: It provides students with a chance to experience the virtue 
of honesty. It teaches valuable lessons on trust, truth and integrity 
to students.

Disability

IMPROVING ACCESS TO ENTER-
TAINMENT CONTENT

Source: The Hindu

Tools that help make entertainment content dis-
abled-friendly:

● Audio description: Visual aspects of the content being 
spoken out for the benefit of those who cannot see.

● Subtitling: Auditory components of the content being dis-
played in textual form for the benefit of those who cannot 
hear.

The Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act: Government 
to take measures to ensure that “persons with disabilities” have 
access to electronic media by providing audio description, sign 
language interpretation, subtitling and close captioning.

Work by Saksham(NGO):
• Audio-description: It pioneered audio description for 

films in India. It started the audio description of the film 
Black.

• XL Cinema: It has developed an app called XL Cinema 
which syncs audio-described tracks with movies.

What more needs to be done? 
Sensitization that making disabled-friendly content is the right 
thing to do morally, legally and commercially. Citizens with dis-
abilities must demand accountability from the government, film-
makers, streaming platforms and others in the entertainment eco-
system. And I&B Ministry must promptly notify the Accessibility 
Standards for Television Programmes for Hearing Impaired.

Sports

EQUAL PAY FOR MEN AND WOM-
EN CRICKETERS

Source: Indian Express

Direction: 
This example can be mentioned in sports ethics, Women empow-
erment, Sports Governance etc.

Context: 
BCCI declares equal pay for men and women cricketers across all 
three formats for the 1st time in India

The first country to do so was New Zealand in July 2022. Similarly, 
the Committee of Administrators that runs the affairs of the Table 
Tennis Federation of India, said in May 2022 that it would offer 
equal prize money for men and women in all the national zon-
al tournaments – including national championships across age 
groups.

Why men are paid more in sports?
They play more games per season, and they get more advertise-
ments and corporate sponsorship based on the size of their audi-
ences. 
However, it has been argued that a basic equal fee could motivate 
more women to join and view sports, and eventually command a 
similar following as the men’s matches.

Other measures: 
ILO’s Equal Remuneration Convention and Equal Pay International 
Coalition, Gender Gap Index (India 135/146 in 2022)

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/improving-access-to-entertainment-content/article66056773.ece/amp/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-sports/how-bccis-pay-equity-change-for-womens-cricket-compares-with-other-sports-8235148/
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MAPPING
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Our founder & director, Vinay Sir, with 120 toppers of UPSC CSE-2021 
at the Felicitation Ceremony conducted at Bengaluru.

Have you subscribed to our podcast channel yet?  
Join us every week & listen to stories that will 

reignite your imagination & inspire meaningful actions!



www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

42



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 43



www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

44

DOWNLOAD THIS APP VISIT OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES

@insightsonindia

@insights_ias_

@insightsIAStips

@Insights_ias

@Podcast Channel

@insights IAS

3



Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 45



www.insightsonindia.com

Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

46


