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GS1

Arts and Culture 

THE GRANDEUR OF THE CHOLA 
EMPIRE

Source: The Hindu

Later Chola Dynasty
Chola dynasty ruled from 850 to 1279 AD from Vijalaya Aditya I to 
Rajendra III, up to the end of the dynasty.

Sources of History: 
• Literary sources, such as Tamil literature flourished during 

this period. 
	 A rise in bhakti saints and compilation of hymns 

reflect sociocultural features of that period       
	 Muvarula, and Kamba Ramayanam, the great 

epic, belong to this period.

• Uttarameruru Inscription issued by Pranthaka Chola gives 
details of the election to local self-government bodies.

Famous rulers: 
• Rajaraja I (985 – 1014 A.D.)- engaged in naval expeditions 

and emerged victorious on the West Coast, Sri Lanka and 
conquered the Maldives in the Indian Ocean.

	 He completed the construction of the famous 
Rajarajeswara temple or Brihadeeswara temple 
at Tanjore in 1010 A.D.

• Rajendra I (1012-1044 A.D.) - founded the city of Gan-
gaikondacholapuram, annexed complete Ceylon, got the 
title Pandita Chola and constructed the famous Rajes-
varam temple.

• Rajendra III - the last Chola king who was defeated by Jat-
avarman Sundarapandya II

• On the ruins of the Chola empire, Pandya and Hoysala 
kingdoms came into existence.

Administration: 
Chola Empire was divided into mandalams and each mandalam 
was into valanadus and nadus.

• In each nadu there were a number of autonomous villag-
es.

• The royal princes or officers were in charge of mandalam.

• Various units of land measurement are kuli,ma, veli, pat-
ti, padagam, etc.

• The tax rates were fixed depending on the fertility of the 
soil.

Architecture: 
Chola art saw the culmination of Dravida temple art. 

• They followed the architectural style of the Pallavas. 
• They used material of stone instead of bricks due to their 

greater durability. 
• The temples had a Garbhaghriha(Deity room); Vi-

mana(Brihadeshwara Temple); Shikhara(Stone weighing 
90 tonnes); Mandap. 

	 Metal Art(Nataraja at Chidamabaram Temple) 
Lofty Gates

	 Presence of a water tank is the unique feature 
of Chola architecture.

Chola bronze sculptures: The well-known dancing figure of Shiva 
as Nataraja evolved and fully developed during the Chola Period.

• The bronze casting technique and the making of bronze 
images of traditional icons reached a high stage of devel-
opment during this period.

Insta Links:
Chola empire

Mains Links: 
Q. Chola architecture represents a high watermark in the evolution 
of temple architecture. Discuss. (UPSC MAINS 2013)

GS1 and GS2
Indian Society  and Social Justice

ADDRESS STIGMA IN MENTAL 
HEALTH

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The Lancet released a new report calling for radical action to end 
stigma and discrimination in mental health on World Mental 
health day.

Mental health: 
It is a state of well-being in which the individual realizes his or her 
own abilities, can cope with the normal stresses of life, can work 
productively and fruitfully, and is able to make a contribution to his 
or her community.

Key Highlights of the Report:

https://www.thehindu.com/books/the-grandeur-of-the-chola-empire-one-of-the-longest-ruling-dynasties-in-south-india/article66004245.ece
https://www.insightsonindia.com/medieval-indian-history/chola-empire/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/lancet-commission-issues-call-to-urgently-address-stigma-in-mental-health/article65993774.ece/amp/
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• Negative impact: 90% of people living with mental health 
conditions feel negatively impacted by stigma and dis-
crimination.

• Worsening: 80% said stigma and discrimination can be 
worse than the condition itself. 

• Role of media: 90% of those surveyed felt that media 
could play a major role in reducing stigma.

• One in eight people, nearly one billion people globally, 
are living with a mental health condition.

• There was an estimated 25 per cent rise in the prevalence 
of depression and anxiety in the first year of the pandem-
ic

Negative Impact of Stigma:
• The consequence of stigma related to mental health vio-

lates basic human rights e.g. reduced job and education 
opportunities

• Social exclusion: It can cause social exclusion and disem-
powerment of people with mental health conditions.

• Healthcare access: Problems in accessing healthcare
• Employment: challenges in securing employment
• Early death: Increased likelihood of health complications 

leading to early death.

Suggestions by Commission:
• Immediate action by: governments, International orga-

nizations, employers, healthcare providers, and media 
organizations

• Active contributions from people with lived experience: 
work together to eliminate mental health stigma and dis-
crimination.

Indian context:
• Reduction in stigma: There is a gradual reduction of stig-

ma in the country, and it continues to be a real and pres-
ent problem.

• Women with a diagnosis of severe mental disorder: 
Women and their family members do face more stigma

	 It has ramifications for marriage and employ-
ment.

Ways to reduce stigma:
• Social contact between people: with and without lived 

experience of mental illness is the most effective way to 
reduce stigma and discrimination.

• All countries take action to decriminalise suicide: Reduc-
ing the stigma around suicide and leading to fewer occur-
rences.

• Employers: They should have access to educational op-
portunities, work participation and return-to-work pro-
grammes.

The Lancet Global Health Commission: It is a group of 30 academ-
ics, policymakers, and health system stakeholders from 18 coun-
tries. The Commission reviews current knowledge, produces new 
empirical work, and offers policy recommendations.

Insta Links:
Mental Health at Work

Mains Links: 
Q. Appropriate local community-level healthcare intervention is 
a prerequisite to achieving ‘Health for All ‘in India. Explain. (UPSC 
2018)

GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX
Source: The Hindu 

Context: 
India ranks 107 out of 121 countries  (under the “serious catego-
ry”) on the Global Hunger Index released by Concern Worldwide 
and Welthungerhilfe. Earlier India’s rank was 101 (2021)

Globally:
• Progress against hunger has largely stagnated in recent 

years.
• The 2022 GHI score for the world is considered “moder-

ate”. There has been a slight improvement: 18.2 in 2022 
from 19.1 in 2014

India on the index: 
• Serious Category: India’s score of 29.1 is in the ‘serious’ 

category.
• Neighbouring countries: India also ranks below Sri Lanka 

(64), Nepal (81), Bangladesh (84), and Pakistan (99). 
• Afghanistan (109): It is the only country in South Asia 

that performs worse than India on the index.
• India’s child wasting rate (low weight for height):  It is 

19.3 %, worse than the levels recorded in 2014 (15.1 %).
• Undernourishment: It has risen in the country from 14.6 

% in 2018-2020 to 16.3 % in 2019-2021.
• Improvement in child stunting and child mortality be-

tween 2014 and 2022: 
	 Child stunting has declined from 38.7 % to 35.5 

%.
	 Child mortality has also dropped from 4.6 % to 

3.3 %.

Reasons for the fallout globally: 
Conflict, Climate change, Economic fallout of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and Ukraine war

Some Related Initiatives by India for reducing hunger:
• Eat Right India Movement
• POSHAN Abhiyan
• Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana
• Food Fortification
• National Food Security Act, 2013
• Mission Indradhanush

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/10/04/mental-health-at-work/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-ranks-107-out-of-121-countries-on-global-hunger-index/article66010797.ece/amp/
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• Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) Scheme

Basics of GHI:
The GHI score is calculated on a 100-point scale reflecting the 
severity of hunger. Zero is the best score (no hunger) and 100 
is the worst. Each set of GHI scores uses data from a 5-year pe-
riod. The 2022 GHI scores are calculated using data from 2017 
through 2021.

Indicators:
● Inadequate Food Supply (1/3 weightage): Undernourish-

ment
● Child undernutrition (1/3):
	Child stunting (1/6)
	Child wasting (1/6)
•	 Under 5 Child mortality (1/3) 

Concern Worldwide is an international humanitarian organisa-
tion dedicated to tackling poverty and suffering in the world’s 
poorest countries.
Welthungerhilfe is one of the largest private aid organisations in 
Germany, independent of politics and religion. 

Important definitions:
•	 Child mortality rate(under-five mortality rate):  It refers 

to the probability of dying between birth and exactly five 
years of age expressed per 1,000 live births.

•	 Stunting: It is defined as low height-for-age. It is the result 
of chronic or recurrent undernutrition.

•	 Undernourishment:  It is a measure of the proportion of 
the population facing chronic deficiency of dietary energy 
intake.

•	 Child Wasting: Wasting refers to children whose weight is 
low-for-their height.

Insta Links: 
Global Hunger Index:

Mains Links: 
Q. Despite the Consistent experience of High growth, India still 
goes with the lowest indicators of human development. Examine 
the issues that make balanced and inclusive development elu-
sive. (UPSC 2019)

GS2

Polity

ISSUES AND RECENT REFORMS IN 
THE SUPREME COURT

Source: The Hindu

Chief Justice of India (CJI) has written to the government recom-
mending his successor in the post, as per the convention of senior-
ity, Justice D Y Chandrachud will take over as the next CJI. Howev-
er, it will have an unusual collegium: instead of five members, it 
will have six.

What is a 5+1 collegium?
Apart from CJI, there are 4 senior-most judges in the collegium 
system. Normally, the next CJI is among these four judges. Howev-
er, this time, since Justice Chandrachud’s tenure is for 2 years, the 
next potential CJI is not among the 4 senior-most judges. There-
fore, to accommodate the next CJI in the collegium, the collegium 
is expanded to 5+1. 

Collegium system:
• It is the system of appointment and transfer of judges that 

has evolved through judgments of the SC.
• The SC collegium: It is headed by the CJI and comprises 

four other senior-most judges of the court.
• HC Collegium: It is led by its Chief Justice and two other 

senior-most judges of that court.
• Ordinarily case: 

	 one of the four senior-most puisne Judges of 
the Supreme Court would succeed the Chief 
Justice of India

• Situational: If the situation is such that the successor 
Chief Justice is not one of the four senior-most puisne 
Judges, he must invariably be made part of the collegium.

Background of Collegium system: 
● First Judges Case (1981):  It declared that the “primacy” 

of the Chief Justice of India (CJI)’s recommendation on 
judicial appointments and transfers can be refused for 
“logical reasons.”

o The ruling gave the Executive primacy over the Judiciary 
in judicial appointments for the next 12 years.

● Second Judges Case (1993):  SC introduced the Colle-
gium system, holding that “consultation” really meant 
“concurrence”.

o It was not the CJI’s individual opinion, consultation with 
the two senior-most judges in the SC.

● Third Judges Case (1998):  SC on President’s reference 
expanded the Collegium to a five-member body, com-
prising the CJI and four of his senior-most colleagues.

                  

Issues with the Collegium system:
● Extra-constitutional or non-constitutional body: brought 

in force by judgments of the Supreme Court. 
● No seat for Non-Judge: There is no seat in the collegium 

for any non-judge neither from the executive, the Bar etc. 
This violates the principle of checks and balances. 

● Opaqueness: lack of transparency as meetings are held 
behind closed doors.

● Nepotism: Scope for nepotism.
● Overlooks talent: Overlooks several talented junior judg-

es and advocates.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2021/10/18/global-hunger-index-2/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cji-lalit-sets-a-frenetic-pace-in-sc/article65985910.ece/amp/


Weekly Current Affairs Magazine

www.insightsonindia.com 7

Issues with judicial appointments:
● ‘Biased’ Collegium: Experts allege that successive collegi-

ums not putting forth names disliked by the Government.
● No one from ‘distinguished’ Jurist: There have been no 

appointments from the category of distinguished jurists 
(under Article 124) 

● Preserve of judges: Appointments to the top court seem 
to be the preserve of judges from the High Courts with a 
handful of appointments from the Bar.

Steps taken in recent years: 
● Constitution benches: Five Constitution Benches were 

formed. 
● Administrative changes: transparent and prompt listing 

of cases
● All the judges get an opportunity to voice their opinion: 

Major decisions are taken now in the Supreme Court after 
Full Court meetings.

● Live-streaming: Of Constitution Bench hearings.

However, there are a few concerns:
● Almost 60 to 70 cases are listed before every Bench: It 

has raised questions about whether judges are able to 
cope with the work pressure.

● Sudden listing of cases, leads to less time for lawyers to 
prepare their briefs for their cases. 

Way forward:
● Transparency: There is a need to revisit this and secure a 

better, broad-based and transparent method of appoint-
ing senior judges to the High Courts and the Supreme 
Court.

● Constitutional mandates of effective checks and balanc-
es must be adhered to ensure accountability even for the 
judiciary. 

Constitution bench:
It consists of at least five judges of the court who sit to decide any 
case involving a substantial question of law as to the interpreta-
tion” of the Constitution of India or for the purpose of hearing any 
reference” made by the President of India under Article 143.

● This provision has been mandated by Article 145 (3) of the 
Constitution of India. 

● The Chief Justice of India has the power to constitute a 
Constitution Bench and refer cases to it.

Insta Links: CJI

Mains Links: 
Q. Critically examine the Supreme Court’s judgment on ‘The Na-
tional Judicial Appointments Commission Act, 2014’ with refer-
ence to the appointment of judges of the higher judiciary in India. 
(UPSC 2017)

Prelims Links:
Q. Other than the Fundamental Rights, which of the following 
parts of the Constitution of India reflect/reflect the principles 
and provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(1918)? (UPSC 2020)
1. Preamble
2. Directive Principles of State Policy
3. Fundamental Duties 

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) and 2 only
(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (d)

• Article 3 of UDHR = Preamble of India= “EQUALITY of sta-
tus and of opportunity; assuring the dignity of the individ-
ual and the unity and integrity”.

• Article 22 of UDHR= DPSP= economic, social, and cultural 
rights are indispensable for human dignity and the devel-
opment of the human personality.

• Article 29 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
mentions duties.

Governance 

RULES REGARDING ONLINE GAM-
ING 

Source: Indian Express

Context:  
A task force set up by the Ministry of Electronics and Information 
Technology has prepared a final report of its recommendations to 
regulate the online gaming industry in India.

What is online gaming?
An online game is a video game that is either partially or primarily 
played through the Internet or any other computer network avail-
able.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/structure-organization-and-functioning-of-the/judiciary/sc/acting-chief-justice/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-sci-tech/india-online-gaming-industry-rules-laws-task-force-8197042/
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What are the types of online gaming?
1. e-sports (well-organized electronic sports which include 
professional players),  
2. Fantasy sports 
3. Casual games: these can be either skill-based (mental 
skill) or chance based (based on a random activity like a roll of a 
dice) online games.

How big is the online gaming market in India?
• Revenue generated: The revenue is estimated to reach 

$5 billion in 2025.
• Growth:  CAGR of 38% between 2017-2020, as opposed 

to 8% in China and 10% in the US. 

Law on online gaming in India
• State subject: Online gaming so far has been a state sub-

ject, but state governments are finding it extremely diffi-
cult to enforce certain rules like geo-blocking certain apps 
or websites within the territory of their state. 

• Applicability issue: there is a concern that rules passed in 
one state are not applicable in another, which has caused 
inconsistency in regulation.

• Lack enough power: State governments also do not have 
enough blocking powers like the Centre to issue blocking 
orders for offshore betting sites.

Societal concerns that can emerge with the prolifera-
tion of online gaming—

• Increased suicidal incidents: people are losing large sums 
of money on online games, leading to suicides in various 
parts of the country. 

• Uncertainty: For online gaming businesses, inconsistency 
has led to uncertainty. 

• Other concerns: there is currently no regulatory frame-
work to govern various aspects of online gaming compa-
nies such as having a grievance redressal mechanism, im-
plementing player protection measures, protecting data 
and intellectual property rights, and prohibiting mislead-
ing advertisements.

• Lately, the government of Rajasthan,Tamil Nadu, Telan-
gana, Andhra Pradesh, and Karnataka brought laws to 
regulate online games, specifically fantasy games. How-
ever, they were quashed by High Courts. 

What are the recommendations of the task force?
• Central-level law for online gaming should apply 

	 Casual games with no real money element in 
the form of stakes may be kept outside the 
scope of such rules.

• Creating a regulatory body for the online gaming industry
• A three-tier dispute resolution mechanism, similar to 

that prescribed under the Information Technology Rules, 
2021 for online streaming services.

• Any online gaming platform – domestic or foreign– need 
to be a legal entity incorporated under Indian law.

• Regulating Body: MeitY may act as a nodal ministry to 
regulate online gaming, except for the e-sports category 
on which the Department of Sports can take the lead.

	 Information and Broadcasting Ministry can reg-
ulate advertisements, code of ethics relating to 
content classifications, etc. 

	 Consumer Affairs Ministry can regulate the sec-
tor for unfair trade practices.

What did the task force say about offshore betting 
apps?

• On the aspect of prohibiting games of chance, gambling 
websites, or apps being played online, the proposed Dig-
ital India Act can include it in the list of prohibited user 
harms that will not be permitted.

Regulation in other countries:
• China: They limit children to just three hours weekly of 

online games time – an hour between 8 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday most weeks.

• South Korea: The Shutdown Law prohibits online game 
companies from providing services to youth under the 
age of 16 between midnight and 6 a.m. 

Insta Links:  Online gaming

Mains Links: 
“Internet gaming has turned worse than drugs”. Do you agree? 
Critically examine the statement in light of the announcement 
made by the World Health Organization (WHO) to include “gam-
ing disorder” as a mental health condition. (250 words)

MISSION KARMYOGI: AN AT-
TEMPT TO CHANGE THE FACE OF 

CIVIL SERVICES
Source: Indian Express

Context: 
It is an Editorial article and gives good insights into the features 
and some good examples of Mission Karmyogi. You may note it 
down. 

“Mission Karmayogi”- National Programme for Civil 
Services Capacity Building (NPCSCB)
It aims to transition civil services from ‘Rules based’ to ‘Roles 
based’ Human Resource (HR) Management by aligning work al-
location of civil servants by matching their competencies to the 
requirements of the post, thereby leading to “an effective citi-
zen-centric civil service”

Its features are:
• ‘On-site learning’ to complement the ‘off-site’ learning: 

will ensure a citizen-centric approach to governance.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/04/sansad-tv-perspective-online-gaming-landscape-regulation/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/mission-karmyogi-an-attempt-to-change-the-face-of-civil-services-8207338/
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	 E.g. Under the Mission, nearly 95,000 railway 
staff, including all ticket conductors, reservation 
and freight clerks and station masters are being 
trained in better service delivery.

• Create an ecosystem of shared training infrastructure 
e.g. learning materials, institutions, and personnel. 

• Setting up an Integrated Government Online Train-
ing-iGOT Karmayogi Platform: to provide curated digital 
e-learning material for capacity building. 

	 Using the “70-20-10” formula: Seventy per cent 
of adult learning comes from job experience, 20 
per cent is a result of peer-to-peer sharing, and 
only 10 per cent comes from classroom teach-
ing. 

• Creating a Dashboard view of Key Performance Indica-
tors (KPI) at the iGOT portal for appropriate monitoring 
and evaluation of civil servants

• Accountability and Transparency in Governance: through 
real-time evaluation and constant training  

• PM’s Public Human Resources (HR) Council: will provide 
direction to the task of Civil Services Reform and capacity 
building 

• Collaborative and common ecosystem: will end the cul-
ture of working in silos, reduce duplication of efforts and 
bring out a new work culture that will focus on the indi-
vidual as well as institutional capacity building.

• Capacity Building Commission: will assist the PM Public 
Human Resources Council in approving the Annual Capac-
ity Building Plans

	 E.g. Cross immersive learning for the ministry 
staff in the Civil Aviation Ministry’s Annual Ca-
pacity Building Plan. Public officials were sent 
to private airlines/airports to observe their 
managerial practices. 

• Ensuring efficient service delivery: work will be assigned 
as per specific role competencies (right man for the right 
job)

• Bridging the gap between generalization and specializa-
tion: which exists due to a lack of mid-level training at all 
levels. 

• Efficient, effective and empathetic civil services: For in-
stance, Inspector Inian, an SHO from Puducherry, after 
undergoing soft skills training under mission karmyogi, 
said that after receiving a mother’s complaint, he used his 
professional skills to find her lost child. 

	 This, he remarked. gave him far more joy com-
pared to promotions or salary hikes.

• Mission Karmyogi is different in emphasising the democ-
ratisation of learning across all levels of civil services (all 
the class)

• “Whole Government” approach: Training resources are 
being shared across departments and silos are being bro-
ken. 

Conclusion: 
Mahatma Gandhi likened public service to being a trustee of pub-
lic resources. Civil servants are uniquely positioned to play a role in 
lifting more than 170 million out of poverty into prosperity. What 
is needed is professional bureaucracy i.e. bureaucratic in form and 

structure and non-bureaucratic in attitude and spirit. 

Insta links:
Mission Karmayogi

Mains Link: 
Q. Mission Karmayogi aims at making Indian Civil Servants in-
novative, proactive and technology-enabled while making them 
empowered with specific role competencies and high efficiency. 
Discuss.
Tags: Governance, Mission Karmayogi, Civil Services

HOW TO STRENGTHEN DECEN-
TRALIZED GOVERNANCE

Source: The Hindu 

Context: 
It has been 30 years since the 73rd amendment, which envisages 
a three-tier Panchayat Raj System at the village, intermediate and 
district levels.

Issues since 30 years: 
• No regular conduction of elections: the state election 

commission doesn’t enjoy full power and is merely em-
ployed for the conduct of the election process

	 E.g. After a gap of over 10 years, the Tamil Nadu 
urban local body polls were conducted in a sin-
gle phase on February 2022

• Lack of Effective Devolution of power: The devolution of 
power and authority to Panchayati has been left to the 
discretion of states.

	 Some of the important subjects like fuel and 
fodder, non-conventional energy sources, rural 
electrification including distribution of electrici-
ty etc. have not been devolved in certain states.

• Insufficient Grants or Funds distributed: Despite the con-
stitutional empowerment, the local bodies face problems 
of inadequate finance to carry out various activities as-
signed to them.

	 The state finance commission is not constituted 
on regular basis in some states.

• Much of the money given is inflexible:  Even in the case 
of untied grants mandated by the Union and State Fi-
nance Commissions

	 Use is constrained through the imposition of 
several conditions

• Excessive control by bureaucracy: in some states gram 
Panchayati are placed a subordinate position.

• Infrastructural Challenges: Some of the Gram Panchaya-
ti do not have their own building and they share space 
with schools, Anganwadis centres and other places. Some 
have their own building but without basic facilities like 
toilets, drinking water, and electricity connection.

• Poor Oversight- There is poor oversight to check if the 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/09/03/mission-karmayogi-national-programme-for-civil-services-capacity-building-npcscb/
https://epaper.thehindu.com/Home/MShareArticle?OrgId=GSKACKB0D.1&imageview=0
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existing rules are being violated. 

Steps taken :
• E-Gram Swaraj portal: launched by the Ministry of Pan-

chayati raj, aim to bring better transparency in planning 
and program implementation.

• Rashtriya Gram Swaraj Abhiyan (RGSA): to address the 
challenges faced by the rural local bodies and increased 
fund flow to Village Panchayati.

• Panchayati empowerment and accountability incen-
tives: is a central sector scheme aimed at incentivization 
states for devolving funds, functions and functionaries.

• Criminal elements and contractors: They are attracted 
to local government elections, because of large sums of 
money flowing to them.

• States have devolved powers with respect to five core 
functions(As per the Fourteenth Finance Commission by 
the Center for Policy Research): Water supply, Sanitation, 
Roads and communication, Streetlight provision, and 
Management of community assets to the gram pancha-
yats

Way forward
According to II ARC:

•  Panchayati should be categorically declared to be an 
“institution of self-government” and exclusive functions 
should be assigned to them.

• To avoid delay in local body elections, the state election 
commission can be empowered to undertake delimita-
tion exercise and the government can provide the board 
guidelines for delimitation either by law or by rules. 

Other measures needed:

• Gram sabhas and wards committees in urban areas have 
to be revitalized: Consultations with the grama sabha 
could be organized through smaller discussions where ev-
erybody can really participate.

• Local government organizational structures have to be 
strengthened: Local governments must be enabled to 
hold State departments accountable and to provide qual-
ity, corruption-free service to them

• One cannot have accountable GPs, without local taxa-
tion: The connection between tax payment and higher 
accountability is well known and it needs to be strength-
ened.

Conclusion
The Panchayati Raj system in India should be strengthened as it 
captures local needs and ensures responsive governance. The 
implementation of the 73rd Amendment Act of the Constitution 
should be done in an efficient manner such that the objectives of 
the Act will be achieved.

Insta Links: 73rd amendment act

Mains Links:
Q. The local self-government system in India has not proved to 

be an effective instrument of governance”.Critically examine the 
statement and give your views to improve the situation. (UPSC 
2017)

HOW THE GOVERNMENT IS TRY-
ING TO CONTROL BIG TECH

Source: Indian Express

How government is trying to control BigTech?
• Draft telecom bill: it proposes to bring OTT communica-

tion platforms under its ambit, subjecting them to rules 
similar to those governing telecom operators, including 
licencing. 

• By putting Caps on market shares of payment platforms 
• Personal data protection bill: proposed data localisation 

norms are guided by the desire to exercise greater control 
over cross-border data flows. 

	 Increasing data storage requirements and im-
posing strict restrictions would only increase 
the compliance burden of Big Tech.

• Provisions of the e-commerce bill: seem to have been 
drafted to shield domestic players, while handicapping 
foreign-owned e-commerce platforms.

	 Fall-back liability clauses for instance or the 
imposition of restrictions on flash sales are 
all meant to restrict the operations of for-
eign-owned platforms.

Concern regarding government regulations: 
• Inefficiency in the market: It could well lead to an era of 

inefficient, uncompetitive goods and services. 
• It goes Against the government stated desire to build 

and nurture a vibrant digital economy. 
• Wrong precedent: Continuing with this approach would 

be a mistake esp. given India needs investment. 
• Will hurt consumers at last as services may be restricted 

by Big Tech, following government regulations. 

Thus, by imposing such onerous regulations, these bills seek to tilt 
the balance of power rather than create a level playing field. And in 
all of this, a few domestic players stand to benefit the most.

Mains Links: 
Q. Social media needs regulations but not to the extent that it is 
difficult for them to do business in India. Comment. (10M)

IMPORTANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS
Source: PIB

Context: 
The Vice President stressed that human rights are quintessential 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/functions-and-responsibilities-of-the-union-and-the-states-issues-and-challenges-pertaining-to-the-federal-structure-devolution-of-powers-and-finances-up-to-local-levels-and-challenges-therein/devolution-of-powers-and-finances-up-to-local-levels-and-challenges-therein/73rd-amendment-act-panchayati-raj/
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/an-attempt-at-tilting-the-balance-of-power-how-the-government-is-trying-to-control-big-tech-8209210/
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1867101
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for the flourishing of democracy and urged every citizen to work 
for the protection and promotion of the human rights of others 
at the 30th Foundation Day celebration of the National Human 
Rights Commission
Human rights are moral principles or norms for certain standards 
of human behaviour and are regularly protected in municipal and 
international law.

Promotion and protection of human rights: 
• Article 51 A (g): Every citizen to protect and improve the 

natural environment and have compassion for living crea-
tures.

• Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 (as amended in 
2019) provided for the constitution of a National Human 
Rights Commission at the Union level, which steers the 
State Human Rights Commission in States and Human 
Rights Courts.

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights: It is an interna-
tional document adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA). It establishes the rights and freedoms 
of all members of the human race.

• Human Rights Day is celebrated on 10th December all 
around the world.

• Freedom in the World 2021 report released earlier this 
year downgraded India’s status from ‘Free’ to ‘Partly 
Free’.

• Human Rights Council: The Human Rights Council is an in-
ter-governmental body within the United Nations system 
responsible for strengthening the promotion and protec-
tion of human rights.

• Amnesty International: An international organisation of 
volunteers who campaign for human rights. 

Steps taken for the preservation of human rights:
• Governance systemic reforms and affirmative initiatives: 

particularly in the Health and Economic sectors.
• Inclusive growth: It is also antidotal to violation of human 

rights.
• Banking network: 400 million getting into banking net-

works and over 200 million families benefiting out of free 
cooking gas connections.

Challenges to human rights:
• Conflicting definition of what forms human rights: E.g. 

while the world has condemned Chinese persecution of 
the Uighur community for human rights violations, China 
sees it as anti-terror/ anti-separatist measures. 

• Silence: Silent and voiceless existence of the majority of 
our citizens

• Corruption: Human rights get compromised in the face 
of corruption.

Importance of Human rights:
• Flourishing of Democracy: Human rights are quintessen-

tial for flourishing democracy.  
• Democratic values: They are of no significance in the ab-

sence of human rights. 

• Dignity: Nurturing human rights is the nectar of dignity 
and dignified human existence.

• Positive ecosystem: Flourishing human rights generates 
a positive ecosystem that facilitates optimal utilisation of 
human talent. 

• Development: It brings about holistic development.
• Indian culture: The pro-human rights foundational spirit 

of Indian culture, is reflected in Brihad Aranyaka Upani-
shad.

National Human Rights Commission of India (NHRC), is a statutory 
body established in 1993, under the provisions of The Protection 
of Human Rights Act, 1993. It is responsible for the protection and 
promotion of “rights relating to life, liberty, equality and dignity 
of the individual guaranteed by the Constitution or embodied in 
the International Covenants”.
 
Composition:
•	 The chairperson is  retired chief justice of India or a judge of 

the Supreme Court.
•	 They are appointed by the President on the recommendations 

of a six-member committee consisting of:
•	 Prime Minister (head), Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Deputy 

Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, Leaders of the Opposition in 
both the Houses of Parliament and Union Home Minister.

Term and removal:
•	 They hold office for a term of three years or until they attain 

the age of 70 years, whichever is earlier.
•	 The President can remove them from office under specific cir-

cumstances.

Insta Links: NHRC

Mains Links: 
Q. Critically examine the roles and responsibilities of the National 
Human Rights Commission. (10M)
Tags: Governance, Social Justice, Human Rights

DOES INDIA NEED A POPULATION 
POLICY?

Source: The Hindu

Context:

The United Nations published data to show that India would sur-
pass China as the world’s most populous country by 2023.  Accord-
ing to the 2018-19 Economic Survey, India’s demographic divi-
dend will peak around 2041.

Do we need a population policy? Yes.
● The previous Population policy was designed way back in 

2000.

https://www.insightsonindia.com/polity/statutory-regulatory-and-various-quasi-judicial-bodies/national-human-rights-commission/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/does-india-need-a-population-policy/article66005869.ece/amp/
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● Include Ageing: There is a need to tweak and add ageing 
to our population policy focus.

● Focus on Reproductive health: Focusing on other chal-
lenges that go along with enhancing reproductive health.

● Policy that enhances population as resources: For India’s 
development, and ensures that the population is happy, 
healthy, and productive.

● Move away from the two-child norm: Need to move 
away from the focus on the two-child norm.

Steps that need to be taken amid rising population:
● Family welfare: Move from a family planning approach to 

a family welfare approach. 
● Empowering men and women: Being able to make in-

formed choices about their fertility, health and well-be-
ing.

● Skilling: Learning new skills.
● Economic planning: that ensures good jobs, agricultural 

productivity, etc.
● Public policy: Making sharp changes in public policy to 

manage the population.
● Focus not on the fertility rate but on creating a situation 

in which slow changes in the family size take place in the 
context of a growing economy.

● Planning for equal consideration: Every fifth Indian by 
2050 will be over the age of 65. 

○ So planning for this segment merits equal con-
sideration.

● Invest: In adolescent well-being to reap the benefits
● Improve employment opportunities: For young women 

and increase the female employment rate. 
● Social support: Elderly women need economic and social 

support networks.

Insta Links: 
India to surpass China as the most populous country in a year

Mains Links: 
Q. Despite Consistent experience of high growth, India still goes 
with the lowest indicators of human development. Examine the 
issues that make balanced and inclusive development elusive. 
(UPSC 2021)

Prelims Links:
Q. Which of the following is/are the principal UN organs?

1. UN Security Council
2. The Economic and Social Council
3.  The Trusteeship Council and the Secretariat
4. World Health Organization (WHO)

Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only
(b) 2, 3 and 4 only
(c) 1 and 2 only
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4

Ans: (a)

The United Nations (UN) has six main organs: The General Assem-
bly, Security Council, Economic and Social Council, Trusteeship 

Council, International Court of Justice

International Relations

FATALITIES AMONG U.N. PEACE-
KEEPING FORCES RISING

Source: The Hindu, Hindustan Times

Context: 
The number of fatalities among United Nations Peacekeeping 
Forces (UNPKF) in direct attacks is growing, said U.N. Undersecre-
tary-General Jean-Pierre Lacroix.

• India: It is among the highest contributors of troops to 
the UN PKF, and has the highest fatality suffered by any 
country among “blue helmets.

Reasons for the Sudden increase in deaths:
• Soldiers not ready for ‘peace enforcing’
• No exit strategy
• Deteriorating geo-security environment during peace-

keeping operations.
• Increasing distrust in the global body such as the UN 

India’s formula to address challenges UN peace mis-
sions face:

• Clear and realistic mandates for Peacekeeping missions 
and matched with adequate resources.

• Countries involved in peacekeeping operations must set 
the mandate.

• Peacekeeping missions should be “deployed prudently(-
carefully) with full recognition of their limitations”.

• Establishing trust and smooth coordination between a 
peacekeeping mission’s leadership and the host state to 
achieve the goals of operations.

• Introducing advanced technology in peacekeeping mis-
sions to overcome security challenges.

• Collective endeavours and performance of all mission 
components, the military, civilians, and its leadership 
should be considered while evaluating a mission.

• Regional approach and UNSC support: It is imperative for 
resolving armed conflicts and building collective security 
against transnational threats.

• Exit strategy: Peacekeeping missions should factor in an 
“exit strategy from their very inception.

• India support “Unite Aware” platform to enhance the 
safety of peacekeepers. 

UN Peacekeeping (founded in 1945):
It deploys troops and police from around the world, integrating 
them with civilian peacekeepers to address a range of mandates 
set by the UN Security Council (UNSC) and the General Assem-
bly. It aims to assist host countries in transitioning from conflict 
to peace. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/07/12/india-to-surpass-china-as-the-most-populous-country-in-a-year-un/
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/interview/need-to-ensure-that-our-peacekeepers-are-better-equipped-trained-and-prepared-says-un-official/article65989282.ece/amp/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-proposes-10-point-formula-to-address-challenges-un-peace-missions-face-101662530923162-amp.html
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•	 1st peacekeeping operation was sent in 1948 to Israel-Pal-
estine to observe the armistice agreement. 

•	 Three basic principles it follows are: - consent of the parties; 
impartiality; and non-use of force 

Insta Links: 
UN Peacekeeping forces

Mains Links: 
Q. The proposed withdrawal of the International Security Assis-
tance Force (ISAF) from Afghanistan in 2014 is fraught with major 
security implications for the countries of the region. Examine in 
light of the fact that India is faced with a plethora of challenges 
and needs to safeguard its own strategic interests. (UPSC 2013)

Prelims Links:
• UN Peacekeeping 
• UNSC

Q. With reference to non-permanent members of the UNSC, con-
sider the following statements:

1. Asia has the highest representation among all continents.
2. The representation of Latin America and Europe is the 

same.
3. The total number of non-permanent members is 10.

Which of the statements given above is/are not correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 1 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Ans: (a)

GS3
Economy

HOW CHINA REDUCED POVERTY; 
LESSONS FOR INDIA

Source: Indian Express

Context:  
Last week, the World Bank released its latest report on global 
poverty. That stated that covid pandemic and war in Ukraine have 
caused an outright reversal of poverty reduction. 

What is extreme poverty? How is it defined?
The World Bank (WB):  Anyone living on less than $2.15 a day is 
considered to be living in extreme poverty. About 648 million peo-
ple globally were in this situation in 2019.

The very first international poverty line — a dollar a day — was 
constructed in 1990 using the 1985 prices. It was then raised to 

$1.08 a day in 1993, $1.25 a day in 2005 and $1.90 a day in 2011. 
The $2.15 one is based on 2017 prices.

What has the World Bank stated about India’s poverty levels?— 
According to the WB, India is the country with the highest number 
of poor people (over 5 crores in 2020).

What did China achieve?
The World Bank found that between 1978 and 2019,  China lifted 
765 million (76.5 crores) people from extreme poverty in the last 
4 decades.

• In 2021, China declared that it has eradicated extreme 
poverty.

• Life expectancy at birth went from 66 years in 1978 to 77 
years by 2019

• he infant mortality rate dropped from 52 in 1978 to 6.8 
per thousand infants in 2019.

How did China do it?

Learning for India from China’s approach to eradicate 
poverty:

• Effective governance, involving decentralized implemen-
tation arrangements, with significant scope for local ex-
perimentation.

• Promoting a high degree of competition among local 
governments to achieve coherence.

• Investment in Education and Healthcare. 
• Social protection policies for poor households and includ-

ed specific programs in social assistance, social insurance, 
social welfare, and other targeted social policies

• Area-based approach, targeting poor regions and villag-
es as a whole, to a set of interventions targeted at poor 
households.

• Creating economic opportunities as a means to escape 
poverty.

Insta Links:  
Poverty and Unemployment

Mains Links: 
Q. ‘Despite the implementation of various programs for eradica-
tion of poverty by the government in India, poverty is still exist-
ing.’ Explain by giving reasons. (UPSC Mains 2018)

https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/important-international-institutions-agencies-and-further-structure-mandate-etc/un/un-peacekeeping-forces/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-economics/world-bank-china-india-poverty-8199825/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/indian-economy-3/poverty-and-unemployment/poverty/
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NON PERFORMING ASSETS
Source: Indian Express

What are NPAs: 
A non-performing asset (NPA) is a loan or advance for which the 
principal or interest payment remained overdue for a period of 90 
days.

Banks are required to classify NPAs further into Substandard, 
Doubtful and Loss assets.

1. Substandard assets: Assets which have remained NPA for 
a period less than or equal to 12 months.

2. Doubtful assets: An asset would be classified as doubtful 
if it has remained in the substandard category for a period 
of 12 months.

3. Loss assets: As per RBI, “Loss asset is considered uncol-
lectible and of such little value that its continuance as a 
bankable asset is not warranted, although there may be 
some salvage or recovery value.”

Trends in NPA
By the late 2000s, NPAs (as a percentage of gross advances) had 
decreased to less than 3.5 per cent. The downward trend, howev-
er, did not continue as NPAs began to rise in 2011 and peaked at 
11.18 per cent in the fiscal year that ended in 2018. NPA has now 
reduced to about 6% (2022)

Reason behind the rise in NPA during the period of 
2011 -16— 

• Poor management and governance issues stemming 
from government ownership of Public sector Banks.

• Higher exposure to commodity-sensitive markets such 
as iron and steel and textiles.

• Difference in the Business model: E.g. Public Sector banks 
(PSBs) have to cater to rural and poor segments as well. 

• Fall in international commodity price: The rise in NPAs 
from 2011 onwards coincides with the fall in international 
commodity prices, thereby reducing the revenue of many 
Indian firms. 

Thus, a large proportion of NPAs arose because of exogenous 
shocks, which have nothing to do with management and gover-
nance issues in public sector banks only.

 

Agriculture

 
ORGANIC FERTILISER: A MUST 
FOR THE NEXT GREEN REVOLU-

TION
Source: DTE 

Context:  
With the right policy interventions, India can become the hub of 
organic fertiliser production

What are organic fertilisers?
• Organic fertilisers are derived from animal products and 

plant residues containing sufficient nitrogen.
• Organic fertiliser can be categorised into two segments, 

according to government rules: 

1. Bio-fertilisers are composed of living microorganisms 
attached to solid or liquid carriers and are useful for 
cultivable land, as these microorganisms help in in-
creasing the productivity of soil and/or crops. 

2. Organic manure refers to partially decomposed or-
ganic matter like digestate from a biogas plant, com-
post and vermicompost, which provides nutrients to 
the soil/crops and improves yield.

The penetration of organic fertilisers is low: The proportion of or-
ganic fertilisers of the overall fertiliser consumption was only 0.34 
per cent for 2019-20. 

• With the promotion of biogas production, the govern-
ment can reap the benefits of its bi-product — fertiliser. 

Potentials of organic fertilisers in India: 
• Utilisation of Solid waste: India produces more than 

150,000 tonnes of municipal solid waste (MSW), (Accord-
ing to the National Solid Waste Association of India and 
the Central Pollution Control Board. )

	 Considering collection efficiency of 80 per cent 
and the organic part of MSW to be 50 per cent, 
the total organic waste generated per day in In-
dia comes to around 65,000 tonnes per day.

	 Even if half of this is diverted to the biogas in-
dustry, the government can leverage this by the 
reduction in import of fossils and fertilisers.

• Using Biogas/gobar gas plants effluents: these plants not 
only produce biogas but also organic fertilisers are known 
as digestate.

	 Digestate can help realise the vision to have a 
second green revolution.

• Increase Soil fertility: Digestate can provide organic car-
bon to the continuously depleting soil, apart from its 
standard nutrition value. 

	 In India at present, bio-fertiliser production is 
just over 110,000 tonnes and 34 million tonnes 
of organic manure, composed of farmyard ma-
nure, city compost and vermicompost, among 
others. 

Why India needs to promote the production of organic 
fertilisers?

• Popularity:The popularity of organic farming has grown 
in the domestic market in recent years. 

• Market size: The market size for Indian organic packaged 
food is expected to grow at a rate of 17 per cent and cross 
Rs 871 million by 2021. 

• Growing awareness: The significant rise of this sector is 
linked to growing awareness about the harmful effects of 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/why-npas-are-not-just-about-bank-governance-8203244/
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/agriculture/organic-fertiliser-a-must-for-the-next-green-revolution-85470
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synthetic fertiliser on soil, rising health concerns, expand-
ing urban population base and an increased consumer 
expenditure on food goods. 

SATAT Scheme: Bio-compressed natural gas (bio-CNG) and solid or-
ganic manure or digestate can be produced in large quantities un-
der the SATAT programme, under which more than 5,000 projects 
have been started across the country by the industry. 

Since organic manure can be improved with the use of bio fer-
tilisers to meet nutrient requirements, both biofertilizers and or-
ganic manure have the potential to eliminate the usage of synthet-
ic fertilisers completely. 

Mains Links: 
Sikkim is the first ‘Organic State’ in India. What are the ecological 
and economical benefits of an Organic State? (UPSC Mains 2018)

Environment

LIVING PLANET REPORT 2022
Source: DTE, Indian Express

Context:  
Recently WWF released its biennial Living Planet report 2022 
showing trends in global biodiversity and the health of the planet. 

Key highlights of the report: 
• Population decline in wildlife: There has been a 69 per 

cent decline in the wildlife populations of mammals, 
birds, amphibians, reptiles and fish, across the globe in 
the last 50 years. 

	 Freshwater species populations globally were 
reduced by 83 per cent. 

	 Cycads — an ancient group of seed plants — are 
the most threatened species, while corals are 
declining the fastest, followed by amphibians.

• Region-specific Assessment: The highest decline (94 per 
cent) was in the Latin America and the Caribbean region.

	 Africa recorded a 66 per cent fall in its wildlife 
populations from 1970-2018.

• Mangroove: it continues to be lost to aquaculture, agri-
culture and coastal development at a rate of 0.13 per cent 
per year.

	 Mangrove loss represents a loss of habitat for 
biodiversity and the loss of ecosystem services 
for coastal communities.

• Corals: About 50% of warm water corals have already 
been lost and warming of 1.5 degrees Celsius will lead to 
a loss of 70-90% of warm water corals.

• Sharks: The global abundance of 18 of 31 oceanic sharks 
has declined by 71% over the last 50 years.

	 By 2020 three-quarters of sharks and rays were 
threatened with extinction.

• Other highlights:
	 Rivers: Only 37% of rivers that are over 1,000 

km long remain free-flowing in their natural 
state.

India-specific highlights:
• The Himalayan region and the Western Ghats are the 

most vulnerable regions in the country in terms of biodi-
versity loss.

• Sundarbans: 137 km of the Sundarbans mangrove forest 
have been eroded since 1985, reducing land and ecosys-
tem services for people living there.

• The country has seen a decline in the population of the 
likes of honeybees and 17 species of freshwater turtles 
in this period.

Challenges cited by Report:
• Habitat loss and barriers to migration routes
• Six Key threats to Biodiversity loss - are habitat degra-

dation and loss, exploitation, the introduction of invasive 
species, pollution, climate change and disease.

• Land-use change is still the biggest current threat to na-
ture.

• Overexploitation and pollution: Many mangroves are 
also degraded by overexploitation and pollution, along-
side natural stressors such as storms and coastal erosion.

• Climate change will impact key areas, such as water re-
sources, agriculture, natural ecosystems, health and the 
food chain. 

•  Agriculture is the most prevalent threat to amphibians 
whereas hunting and trapping are most likely to threaten 
birds and mammals.

What needs to be done? 
• Interlinkage: biodiversity loss and climate crisis should be 

dealt with as one instead of two different issues as they 
are intertwined.

• All-inclusive collective approach: so as to put us on a 
more sustainable path and ensures that the costs and 
benefits from our actions are socially just and equitably 
shared.

• A nature-positive future needs transformative, 
game-changing shifts in how we produce, how we con-
sume, how we govern and what we finance.

What is the Living Planet Report?
Published by the international non-profit World Wide Fund for Na-
ture every 2 years. Prepared in collaboration between WWF Inter-
national and the Zoological Society of London. ZSL was founded in 
1826 and is an international conservation charity.

WE NEED A FOREST-LED COP27
Source: The Hindu

Context: 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/living-planet-report-2022-wildlife-populations-decline-by-69-in-50-years-85438
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A study published in the journal Science said earth may have al-
ready passed through five dangerous tipping points due to the 
1.1°C of global heating caused by humanity to date.

Issues with current climate mitigation strategies
• Technology not yet developed: Technology at the re-

quired scale is unprepared to deal with the climate chal-
lenge.

• Limited sources for renewables: electricity (non-emitting 
electricity generated by hydropower, renewables or nu-
clear fission), carbon capture and storage (CCS) or bio-
mass. 

	 The total demand for those resources required 
by the plans discussed at COP26 cannot be met 
by 2050.

• Ignores forest economies: Tech-centric mitigation con-
versations leave forest economies and their conservation.

• Vague pledge: E.g. Countries may easily attempt to 
achieve their ‘net zero deforestation goals’ through 
monoculture farming. But this won’t be of much help.

What does the research say?
• In 2003, Ken Caldeira at the Carnegie Institution found 

that the world would need a nuclear plant’s worth of 
clean-energy capacity every day between 2000 and 2050 
to avoid catastrophic climate change. 

Why we need a forest led- mitigation effort:
• Absorption of CO2: Forests absorb a net 7.6 billion met-

ric tonnes of CO2 a year. 
• Cooling: A new study has found that their biophysical as-

pects have a tendency to cool the earth by an additional 
0.5%. 

• More effective: The conservation of forests, along with 
other nature-based solutions, can provide up to 37% 
of the emissions reductions needed to tackle climate 
change.

	 Scientists, in a commentary in Nature, have 
stated that naturally preserved forests are 40% 
more effective than planted ones. 

• Cheaper: green infrastructure (salt marshes and man-
groves) is 2-5 times cheaper 

What are the other measures that can be taken?
• The IPCC Land Report estimates that land serves as a 

large CO2 sink. 
• Preserving earth’s cyclical processes by protecting ter-

restrial ecosystems and natural sinks and transformative 
agricultural practices under the leadership of indigenous 
people and local communities.

Thus, Technology, at best, can assist us, not lead us, on the path-
way to a sustainable, regenerative and equitable world.

Insta Links: 
State of forest report, Forest Ecosystem, India’s stand at COP26

Mains Links: 
Discuss the measures required to realize the climate change tar-
gets that India had declared to achieve by 2070.

Facts for Prelims
Arts and Culture

2,000-YEAR-OLD ROSETTA STONE
Source: Indian Express

Context:  
According to a Reuters report, the UK is being asked to return the 
Rosetta Stone.

What is the Rosetta stone?
• The Rosetta Stone is a large stone slab with inscriptions 

on it and is believed to be a piece of a bigger rock. It has 
inscriptions in three scripts, all of which convey a decree 
or public message. 

• This is similar to how in Ancient India, King Ashoka or-
dered stambhas or edicts that had messages of Buddha’s 
teachings and news about victory in a war inscribed. 

• Significance of Rosseta stone: 
• It holds the key to understanding Egyptian hieroglyphs
• Archeological significance: stone’s age is at well over 

2,000 years. 

MAHABALESHWAR TEMPLE COR-
RIDOR

Source: Financial Express

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2022/01/14/state-of-forest-report-2021/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/environment/environment-degradation-and-issues/forest-ecosystem/
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/travel-tourism/ujjains-mahakal-corridor-ahead-of-pm-modis-inauguration-tomorrow-heres-all-you-need-to-know-about-rs-850-crore-mahakal-lok-project/2706270/
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Context:
PM will inaugurate the Mahakaleshwar Temple Corridor project, 
worth ₹856 crores.

• The corridor measures over 900 metres in length and will 
house around 200 statues and murals of lord Shiva and 
goddess Shakti, among other religious figures.

Significance: 
It will help make Ujjain the central node for promoting religious 
tourism to connect people with culture and traditions, creating 
livelihood opportunities and contributing to the city’s economy. 

ABOUT MAHAKALESHWAR TEMPLE- 
Mahakaleshwar temple is one of twelve Jyotirlingas, dedicated to 
Shiva, in the ancient city of Ujjain (Shipra River). 

• Kalidasa, the great Sanskrit poet of the Gupta times, 
mentioned the rituals of the temple in his works in Megh-
adūta, and in Rghuvansam describes the temple as ‘Ni-
ketana’. 

• The temple complex was destroyed by Iltutmish during 
his raid of Ujjain in 1234-35. The present structure was 
rebuilt by the Maratha general Ranoji Shinde in 1734 CE 
(reign of Baji Rao I) in the Bhumija, Chalukya (star-shaped 
plan) and Maratha styles. 

• It is the only Jyotirlinga facing the South (other jyotirlin-
gas) facing east. 

• 12 Jyotirlingas (representation of Shiva) are Somnath 
and Nageshwar (Gj); Rameshwar (TN); Baidyanath 
(Jharkhand); Vishwanath (Varanasi); Bhimashankar, Tri-
yambakeshwar and Grishneshwar (MH); Kedarnath (Ut-
trakhand); Omkareshwar (MP) and Mallikarjuna (Andhra).  

UJJAIN CITY (previously known as Avantika) has the status of a 
devotional epicentre. It was also one of the primary cities where 
students went to study holy scriptures.

BUDDHIST CONVERSION DAY 
Source: The Hindu

Context:  
Every year Dussehra is also celebrated as Ashoka Vijaya Dashami 
to commemorate Buddhist Conversion day.

Why Vijaya Dashami is celebrated on Buddhist Con-
version day?

• On October 14, 1956 (Dusshera), B. R. Ambedkar along 
with more than half a million followers embraced Bud-
dhism in Nagpur, Maharashtra. 

• The 22 vows he delivered during the conversion ceremo-
ny initiated a radical escape for the convert from the Hin-
du caste and cultural folds. 

What is Navayana Buddhism?
• In the post-event deliberation, Ambedkar called his 

version of Buddhism Navayana (followers are called 
neo-Buddhists), differentiating it from the Mahayana and 
Vajrayana traditions of Buddhism.

What is the demographic status of neo-Buddhists in 
India today?

• The Buddhist population is a mere 0.70%, of which 87% 
are neo-Buddhists. Further, a large majority of it (around 
80%) resides in Maharashtra (5.8% of the total popula-
tion).

• There has been a decline in the growth rate of Buddhists 
in India in recent years.

Consider the following statements:                                (UPSC PYQ 
2019)
1. Deification of the Buddha
2. Trading the path of Bodhisattvas
3. Image worship and rituals 

Which of the above is/are the feature/features of Mahayana 
Buddhism?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3

Answer: D

Prizes 

NOBEL PRIZE FOR ECONOMY

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-the-ashoka-vijaya-dashami-controversy/article65998519.ece
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A bank run occurs when many clients withdraw their money from 
a bank because they believe the bank may cease to function in the 
near future. 

• E.g. 1930 Economic crisis was majorly due to the Bank 
Run. Previously it was believed that bank failures were 
“consequences” and not the “cause” of the financial cri-
sis. 

The economist recommended that countries have deposit insur-
ance provisions ( e.g. India provides Rs 5 Lakh deposit insurance) 
to build trust and prevent a bank run. 

Modern History 

TANA BHAGAT MOVEMENT

Context: 
Tribals of the Tana Bhagat sect are demanding complete self-rule 
in the Latehar district of Jharkhand. They are a sect of the Oraon 
Tribes and are ardent followers of Gandhian philosophy. 

Tana Bhagat Movement

Tana Bhagat movement(started in April 1914), under the leader-
ship of Jatra Bhagat, to stop the evil practices which were taking 
place in the Oraon community of Chotanagpur and to oppose the 
exploiting Jamindars policies. 

NANAJI DESHMUKH
Source: Times of India

Context:  
Nanaji Deshmukh was born on 11th October 1916 in Maharash-
tra’s Hingoli district.

His contribution:
• Social Reformer, educationist, and politicians (Janata Par-

ty)
• Established Chitrakoot Gramodya Vishwavijyalaya (In-

dia’s 1st rural university)
• Influenced by: Lokamanya Tilak and his nationalist ideol-

ogy.
• He actively participated in Acharya Vinoba Bhave’s 

Bhoodan
• Deshmukh was the main force behind social activist Jay-

aprakash Narayan’s agitation for total revolution.
• In 2019, the President of India, conferred the Bharat 

Ratna upon him (posthumously) for his services to the 
nation.

• Values: Compassion, Service to people, Patriotism, polit-
ical acumen. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/who-was-bharat-ratna-nanaji-deshmukh-all-you-need-to-know-about-the-social-reformer/articleshow/94774996.cms
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JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN
Source: Indian Express

Context:  
Union Home Minister unveiled a 15-foot statue of Jayaprakash 
Narayan or JP on his 120th birth anniversary at the socialist icon’s 
birthplace, Sitab Diara village in Bihar’s Saran district.

Contributions:
• Political activity: founding member of the Congress So-

cialist Party (CSP) in 1934.
	 He formed the Socialist Party ( which was 

merged with J B Kripalani’s Kisan Mazdoor Praja 
Party to form the Praja Socialist Party in 1952).

• He led the Sampoorn Kranti (Total Revolution) move-
ment organised during Indira Gandhi’s regime (during the 
National emergency in 1975).

• He was disillusioned with political parties and called for 
communitarian democracy. 

	 Parties, he believed, were centralised and sus-
ceptible to moral and financial corruption.

Values: Patriotism, Socialism, Selflessness, perseverance for jus-
tice. 

Geography 

THE LINGERING MONSOON
Source: Indian Express, DTE

Context:  
Recurring rains in October call for a change in monsoon definition.

Why call for a change in the monsoon definition?
• Shifting patterns in monsoon activity: Incessant rain over 

Delhi and several other parts of North and Northwest In-
dia over the last few days.

• Change in Monsoon month: The monsoon season, earlier 
confined neatly to the four-month June-September peri-
od, is clearly spilling over into October now.

	 The country as a whole received 67 per cent 
more rainfall from October 1-10.

• Revision in withdrawal dates: Three years back the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) revised the expected 
dates of onset and withdrawal of the monsoon for several 
regions of the country. 

	 The rainfall happening after 30 September 
is counted as ‘post-monsoon rainfall’, even 
though the rainfall is mainly happening due to 
weather systems that form during the monsoon 
season. 

• This is happening for the third year in a row i.e. 2020, 
2021 and 2022.

• Is it climate change?
• Yes, climate change is responsible for the change in rain 

patterns and erratic rainfall.  
• Global warming: Due to global warming, oceans continue 

to remain warm even after the traditional monsoon sea-
son is over. As Warmer ocean currents help the formation 
of monsoon winds.

	 A warmer atmosphere has a greater capaci-
ty to hold water resulting in a  heavier down-
pour than would be expected otherwise thus, 
increasing instances of extreme rainfall events.

What are its impacts?
• Forecasting challenges.
• Impact on Agriculture (sowing season and cropping pat-

tern) and water availability (drinking and electricity gen-
eration).

• Implications for dam management.
• Disaster-related challenges.

UNITED NATIONS WORLD GEO-
SPATIAL INFORMATION CON-

GRESS
Source: The Hindu

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-politics/jayaprakash-narayan-the-man-the-movement-and-his-proteges-8204915/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-climate/changing-patterns-of-monsoon-heavy-october-rainfall-northwest-india-8203273/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/prime-minister-narendra-modi-addresses-second-united-nations-world-geospatial-information-congress/article65995867.ece
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Context:  
At the inaugural of the second United Nations World Geospatial 
Information Congress (UNWGIC), in Hyderabad, the PM of India 
called the technology a tool for inclusion.

What is Geospatial technology?
• Geospatial technology uses tools like GPS (Global Posi-

tioning System), GIS (Geographic Information System) 
and Remote Sensing for geographic mapping and anal-
ysis.

What are the Uses of Geospatial technology?
• The PM GatiShakti Master Plan is being powered by geo-

spatial technology, as is the Digital Ocean platform.
• It is also being used in schemes like SVAMITVA and hous-

ing.
• How technology is a tool for inclusion?
• South Asia satellite is facilitating connection and commu-

nication in India’s neighbourhood.
• Opening of the drone sector and space sector to private 

entities.
• JAM trinity has delivered welfare benefits to 800 million 

people seamlessly.
• What is the potential of India’s geospatial economy?
• Potential growth: India’s geospatial economy is expected 

to cross ₹63,100 crores by 2025 at a growth rate of 12.8%. 
• Employment opportunities for youth as companies like 

Swiggy, and Amazon use it to conduct their delivery op-
erations smoothly.

• Make in India: allows Indian companies to use NaVic in 
Apps.

• Crisis management like in CoVid Vaccination and flood 
control.

• Land records management.

Society and Social Justice

TELE MENTAL HEALTH ASSIS-
TANCE AND NETWORKING 

ACROSS STATES (TELE-MANAS)
Source: PIB

Context: 
On the occasion of World Mental Health Day, the Tele Mental 
Health Assistance and Networking Across States (Tele-MANAS) 
initiative of the Union Ministry of Health & Family Welfare was 
launched.

Tele-Manas is a 24X7 call centre,  which aims to increase access to 
mental healthcare across the country, including the hard-to-reach 
areas. The country-wide network will provide counselling, consul-
tation with a specialist, and e-prescriptions.

Key Highlights:
• Centres of excellence: The programme includes a net-

work of 23 tele-mental health centres of excellence, with 
NIMHANS being the nodal centre.

• Technical support: Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 
Bengaluru and National Health Systems Resource Center 
(NHSRC) 

• Use: 
	 It will help in providing immediate mental 

healthcare services
	 It will facilitate a continuum of care. 

• Linking Tele-MANAS with other services:
	 National teleconsultation service, e-Sanjeevani, 

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission, mental 
health professionals etc

BETI BACHAO BETI PADHAO 
SCHEME

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Central government announced the inclusion of the skilling of girls 
in non-traditional livelihood (NTL) options in the ‘Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao’ scheme.

Non-Traditional livelihood: It includes sectors and jobs where the 
participation of women is and has historically been conventionally 
low or absent e.g. mobile repairing, LED making, renewables main-
tenance etc. 

Other measures: 
• Launched BBP activity calendar and district score card to 

rank performance
• Ministry of Skills and Ministry of youth have coordinated 

with BBBP. 
• Increasing the enrolment of girls in secondary education, 

particularly in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics) subjects.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1866498
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/skilling-of-girls-in-non-traditional-livelihoods-included-in-beti-bachao-beti-padao-scheme/article65998460.ece/amp/
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• Non-traditional vocations:  Girls will be given skill training 
in non-traditional vocations, making them torchbearers 
of a women-led Aatmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant India).

New aims in the scheme:
• Secondary education: Ensuring a 1% increment in enrol-

ment at the secondary level
• Skilling: girls and women every year
• Raising awareness: about safe menstrual hygiene
• Child marriage: Promulgating elimination of child mar-

riages

BBBP was launched in 2015 to address declining Child Sex ratio. It 
has been expanded to cover all districts and is being implemented 
as a sub-scheme under Sambal (under Mission Shakti).         

ANDHRA’S SALT PROJECT
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
World Bank has provided the loan to Support Andhra’s Learning 
Transformation (SALT) project. 
The project aims to transform the state’s school education system 
by focusing on improving foundational learning, professional de-
velopment of teachers, early childhood education etc. 

PRIME MINISTER’S DEVELOP-
MENT INITIATIVE FOR NORTH-

EAST REGION (PM-DEVINE)
Source: PIB

Context: 
PM-DevINE, was announced in the Union Budget 2022-23 to ad-
dress development gaps in the North Eastern Region (NER).

Objectives:
• Fund infrastructure convergently, in the spirit of PM 

GatiShakti
• Support social development projects: Based on felt 

needs of the NER
• Enable livelihood activities: for youth and women
• Developmental gaps: Fill the development gaps in vari-

ous sectors.

Key Highlights:
• Efforts will be made to complete the PMDevINE projects 

by 2025-26.
• Funding: It will have 100% Central funding.

• Implementation: PMDevINE will be implemented by the 
Ministry of DoNER through the North Eastern Council or 
Central Ministries/ agencies.

• End-to-end development: It will provide an end-to-end 
development solution instead of isolated projects. 

• No duplication of projects: It will ensure that there is no 
duplication of project support under PMDevINE with any 
of the other schemes of  MDoNER or those of any other 
Ministry/ Department.

MGNREGS 
Source: The Hindu

Context:  
A study conducted by the Centre for Sustainable employment, on 
the impact of MGNREGA during the COVID-19 pandemic, has re-
vealed that the wages earned under the Act helped compensate 
for income loss by 20 to 80%.
However, around 39% of all job card-holding households interest-
ed in working under the MGNREGA did not get a single day of 
work in the COVID year of 2020-21.

• As of 2022-23, there are 15.4 crores, active workers, un-
der the MGNREGA.

MGNREGA
•	 MGNREGA is a right-to-work programme that guarantees 100 

days of employment to every rural household (not individual) 
that demands work. 

•	 Implementation: The Ministry of Rural Development (MRD) 
in association with state governments. It is a centrally-spon-
sored scheme.

•	 Within 15 days of submitting the application or from the day 
work is demanded (demand-driven scheme), wage employ-
ment will be provided to the applicant, and allowances in case 
employment are not provided.

•	 Social Audit of MGNREGA works is mandatory
•	 Gram Sabha and the Gram Panchayat approve the shelf of 

works under MGNREGA and fix their priority.

THE WORLD UNIVERSITY RANK-
INGS

Context: 
The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) has retained the top position 
among Indian institutes in the latest round of Times Higher Educa-
tion (THE) rankings.

Key Highlights:
● University of Oxford: Globally, it has emerged as the best 

institute among 1,799 universities from 104 countries, 
according to a statement issued by THE.

● Boycott by IITs: THE ranking has been boycotted by most 
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) for the third consec-
utive year over transparency concerns.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/world-bank-extends-unconditional-loan-of-250-million-for-salt-project-in-andhra-pradesh/article65994092.ece
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1867097
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/mgnrega-wages-helped-compensate-covid-19-income-loss-by-up-to-80-study/article66005556.ece
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Parameters for ranking: Teaching (30%), Research (30%), Citations 
(30%), International outlook (7.5 %),Industry outcome (2.5 %). In 
teaching and research, 15% weightage each is based on a “repu-
tational survey”

Polity

WHY HAS THE ELECTION COM-
MISSION FROZEN THE SHIV SE-

NA’S SYMBOL?
Source: Indian Express

Context:  
Recently The Election Commission barred the Shiv Sena factions 
led by former CM Uddhav Thackeray and current Maharashtra CM 
Eknath Shinde from using the party name and its election symbol.

How are symbols allotted to political parties?
As per the guidelines, to get a symbol allotted:

• A party/candidate has to provide a list of three symbols 
from the EC’s free symbols list at the time of filing nomi-
nation papers.

• Among them, one symbol is allotted to the party/candi-
date on a first-come-first-serve basis.

• How does the ECI decide who gets the symbol?
• Whenever parties split, there are chances of a dispute 

arising over claims to its election symbol. 
	 The ECI adjudicates the matter, using Para 15 of 

the Symbols Order, 1968. This decision is bind-
ing on them. This applies to disputes in recog-
nized national and state parties.

• For splits in registered but unrecognized parties, the ECI 
usually advises the warring factions to resolve their differ-
ences internally or to approach the court.

NO MORE PROSECUTIONS UN-
DER SECTION 66A

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The Supreme Court ordered States and police forces to stop pros-
ecuting free speech on social media under Section 66A of the In-
formation Technology Act which was declared unconstitutional by 
the court in a judgment.

Section 66A:
• It empowered police to make arrests over what police-

men, in terms of their subjective discretion, could con-

strue as “offensive” or “menacing” or for the purposes of 
causing annoyance, inconvenience, etc.

• It prescribed the punishment for sending messages 
through a computer or any other communication device 
like a mobile phone or a tablet, and a conviction could 
fetch a maximum of three years in jail.

SUPREME COURT DELIVERS SPLIT 
VERDICT ON KARNATAKA HIJAB 

BAN
Source: The Hindu, Indian Express 

Context: 
The Supreme Court delivered a split verdict on whether Muslim 
students should shed their hijabs at their school gates.

• Split verdict:The split verdict means that the matter will 
now be placed before the Chief Justice of India for further 
directions 

• Ban to continue: The ban on the hijab in Karnataka class-
rooms will remain in place.

Justice H. Gupta upheld Karnataka’s prohibitive gov-
ernment order: 

• Apparent symbols of religious belief: cannot be worn to 
secular schools maintained from State funds.

• Secularity’ meant uniformity: manifested by parity 
among students in terms of uniformity.

• Not amount to the denial of education: However, if the 
students were refusing to attend classes, it would not 
amount to the denial of education by the state.

Justice Sudhanshu Dhulia:
• Secularity: meant tolerance to “diversity”. 
• Wearing or not wearing a hijab to school: It is ultimately 

a matter of choice (Article 19(1)(a))
• Asking the girls to take off their hijab:

	 It is an invasion of their privacy (Article 21)
	 It is an attack on their dignity
	 It is a denial to them of secular education.

• Article 25: 
	 It does not speak of Essential Religious Practice.
	 If the belief is sincere, and it harms no one, 

there can be no justifiable reasons for banning 
the hijab in a classroom.

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-politics/election-commission-frozen-shiv-senas-symbol-8198279/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/no-more-prosecutions-under-section-66a-says-supreme-court/article66002464.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-delivers-split-verdict-on-hijab-row-case-likely-to-go-to-a-larger-bench/article66004319.ece/amp/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/supreme-court-hijab-ban-verdict-8205503/
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Related Judgement:
Bijoe Emmanuel & Ors vs State Of Kerala & Ors)(1986): The court 
allowed the claim of some students following the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses faith to remain silent during the singing of the national an-
them in their school in Kerala on account of their religious belief.

LANGUAGES PANEL RECOMMEN-
DATIONS AND A FRESH ‘HINDI 

IMPOSITION’ ROW
Source: Indian Express

Context:  
A report submitted by the Official Language Committee headed by 
Home Minister (though not released yet to the public) to President 
Droupadi Murmu has triggered angry reactions.

Some reports suggest that the reports seek to make Hindi a medi-
um of instruction in higher education, in High Courts and in official 
use. 

However, States like Tamil Nadu and Kerala are exempt as per The 
Official Languages Act, 1963 and the Rules and Regulations (of the 
Act), 1976. 

• The law is implemented only in ‘A’ category states, in 
which the official language is Hindi.

Constitution had decided that both Hindi and English should be 

used as official languages for the first 15 years of the Republic. 
But, in the wake of intense anti-Hindi agitations in the south, the 
Centre announced that English would continue to be used even 
after 1965.

With the active promotion of Hindi being mandated by Article 351 
of the Constitution, the Official Language Committee was set up 
to review and promote the use of Hindi in official communications. 
The first Report of the Committee was submitted in 1987.

Categories of states for official language implementation:
1. Category ‘A’ – It includes states which have Hindi as their offi-

cial state language like Bihar, Rajasthan etc.
2. Category ‘B’ – it includes mainly those state which has Hindi as 

its second official language. E.g. Punjab, Gujarat etc.
3. Category ‘C’- Other states, where the use of Hindi is less than 

65 per cent. Tamil Nadu, Kerala etc.

EC DROPS ORDER TO ENROL OUT-
SIDERS IN J&K

Source: The Hindu

Context:  
The Jammu election officer has withdrawn an order directing te-
hsildars to enrol outsiders living in the Jammu district for over a 
year as voters for the upcoming assembly election. 

Why are electoral rolls being revised?
• Delimitation Commission: The ECI is working on fresh 

electoral rolls in J&K after the J&K Delimitation Commis-
sion earlier this year carved out seven new Assembly con-
stituencies in the UT, six going to the Jammu division and 
one to Kashmir, under the Jammu & Kashmir Reorganisa-
tion Act adopted in 2019.

	 Jammu now has 43 seats against 47 in Kashmir.

• The ECI has decided that it will also include any person 
who has attained the age of 18 years on or before Octo-
ber 1, 2022, in the fresh electoral rolls.

J&K has been under governor’s rule since 2018 and saw the 
last Assembly elections in 2014.

AMENDMENTS IN THE MULTI-
STATE COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES 

ACT
Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The Union Cabinet has approved the Multi-State Cooperative So-
cieties (Amendment) Bill, 2022, which seeks to amend the Multi-

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/languages-panel-recommendations-and-a-fresh-hindi-imposition-row-8205219/
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/ec-drops-order-to-enrol-outsiders-in-jk/article66007683.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cabinet-okays-amendments-in-multi-state-cooperative-societies-act-to-bring-transparency/article66000876.ece/amp/
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State Cooperative Societies Act, 2002, to bring transparency in the 
sector and reform the electoral process.

Key Highlights:
● 97th Constitutional Amendment: The Bill will incorporate 

the provisions of the 97th Constitutional Amendment.
● Improve the composition: It seeks to improve the com-

position of the board and ensure financial discipline
● Raising of funds: Enabling the raising of funds in the 

multi-state cooperative societies.
● Setting up of: Cooperative Election Authority, Coopera-

tive Information Officer, and Cooperative Ombudsman
● The amendments have been introduced to: Improve 

governance, Reform the electoral process, Strengthen 
monitoring mechanisms, and Enhance transparency and 
accountability.

97th Amendment Act:
•	 Article 19(1) (c): The word “cooperatives” was added after 

“unions and associations” in Article 19(1)(c) under Part III of 
the Constitution. 

•	 Article 43B: It was added in the Directive Principles of State 
Policy (Part IV) regarding the “promotion of cooperative so-
cieties”.

Related news:
Amul would combine with five other cooperative societies to form 
the Multi-State Cooperative Society (MSCS). MSCS will ensure the 
export of the products after its certification so that profit can go 
directly into the bank accounts of the farmers.

AMUL stands for Anand Milk Union Limited. Formed in 1946, Amul 
is an Indian dairy state government cooperative society, based in 
Anand, Gujarat. It is a cooperative brand managed by Gujarat Co-
operative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd. (GCMMF). Verghese 
Kurien (father of the white revolution in India) is credited with the 
success of Amul’s marketing.

India is the top milk producer and has the highest cattle population 
in the world. Uttar Pradesh is the highest milk-producing state in 
India ( about 18% of the total).

WILL ELECTORAL BONDS REVEAL 
FUND SOURCE?

Source: The Hindu 

Context: 
The Supreme Court asked the government whether the electoral 
bond system reveals the source of money pumped in to fund po-
litical parties.

Key Highlights: 
Free and fair elections are central to democracy: It is the Basic 

Structure and an opaque way of funding political parties that de-
stroys the concept of Article 324, the petitioner argued.

Two other important and interconnected issues in the 
petition:

● RTI: whether political parties are under the ambit of the 
Right to Information Act.

● Amendments to the Foreign Contributions Regulations 
Act: Subsidiaries of foreign companies would not be 
treated as foreign sources.

Who can purchase electoral bonds?
● Citizen of India: Electoral Bonds may be purchased by a 

person who is a citizen of India or incorporated or estab-
lished in India. 

● Single or jointly: A person being an individual can buy 
Electoral Bonds, either singly or jointly with other indi-
viduals. 

Eligibility:
● Political Parties registered under Section 29A of the Rep-

resentation of the People Act, 1951, which secured not 
less than one per cent of the votes polled in the last Gen-
eral Election to the House of the People or the Legislative 
Assembly of the State.

● Authorized bank: The Electoral Bonds shall be encashed 
by an eligible Political Party only through a Bank account 
with the Authorized Bank.

● State Bank of India (SBI): It has been authorized to issue 
and encash Electoral Bonds.

Governance 

RTI PLEAS PILE UP AT INFORMA-
TION COMMISSIONS

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Nearly 3.15 lakh RTI complaints or appeals are pending with 26 
information commissions across India.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/does-electoral-bonds-system-provide-from-where-the-money-comes-sc-asks-government/article66009637.ece/amp/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/over-3-lakh-rti-appeals-pending-with-information-commissions/article65997518.ece/amp/
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Key Highlights:
• The highest number of pending cases in Maharash-

tra(99,722)
• Defunct commission: 29 information commissions across 

the country are completely defunct
	 Four of them headless at the moment
	 Jharkhand and Tripura have been completely 

defunct for 29 months and 15 months respec-
tively.

	 Only 5% of the positions are occupied by wom-
en.

• Analysis of penalties imposed: It shows that the commis-
sions did not impose penalties in 95% of the cases where 
penalties were potentially imposable.

• Lack of transparency: The report flags concerns regard-
ing disposal rates in several commissions and the lack of 
transparency in their functioning.

• Digitisation. Only 11 information commissions out of 29 
provide e-filing facilities for RTI applications or appeals, 
but only five are functional.  

Transparency International report:
• Vacant posts: One-fourth of information commissioner 

posts are vacant
• Women: There are only 5% women information commis-

sioners in the country. 
• Information commissioners: Out of a total of 165 posts of 

information commissioners, 42 are vacant, including two 
chief State information commissioners.

Information commissions receiving the maximum 
number of RTIs:

• Central government 1.19 crore
• Maharashtra( 86.06 lakh
• Tamil Nadu 36.99 lakh
• Kerala 32.82 lakh.

International Relation

WHAT IS INTERPOL AND WHAT IS 
ITS RED NOTICE?

Source: Indian Express

CONTEXT- 
INTERPOL has rejected India’s request for red notice against 
Khalistan separatist Gurpatwant Singh Pannun (Canada-based 
founder and legal advisor of pro-Khalistan outfit Sikhs for Justice ) 
as there is not sufficient information. 

REASON BEHIND REQUEST: 
Mr Pannun has been listed as a “terrorist” under Indian UAPA law. 

INTERPOL: 

INTERPOL known as the ‘International Criminal Police Organisa-
tion’, is an international organization and a UN agency that facili-
tates worldwide police cooperation and crime control. Headquar-
tered in Lyon, France.

• It was Formed in 1923.
• India has been a member since 1956. 
• India’s Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), is the na-

tional coordinating agency with INTERPOL. 

RED NOTICE -  It is a request to locate and provisionally arrest in-
dividual pending extradition. It is issued by the General Secretariat 
at the request of a member country or an international tribunal 
based on a valid national arrest warrant. Apart from ‘red notice’, 
INTERPOL also issues 7 other notices i.e - Black notice, yellow no-
tice etc.

The 90th General Assembly of Interpol, the world’s largest police 
body with 195 members, will be held in New Delhi from 18 to 21 
October. The General Assembly is the international policing organ-
isation’s top governing body and meets once a year to take key 
decisions.

CSTO
Context: 
Kyrgyzstan cancelled its military exercises for Collective Security 
Treaty Organization (CSTO) to be held this month. 

The Collective Security Treaty Organization (est. In 1992) is an 
intergovernmental military alliance in Eurasia consisting of six 
post-Soviet states: Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Rus-
sia, and Tajikistan.

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/interpol-rejects-delhi-red-corner-request-for-khalistan-separatist-gurpatwant-singh-pannun-8203347/
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Economy

DECLINE IN CORPORATE INVEST-
MENT 

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
Despite the government bringing down corporate tax (from 30% to 
22% and to 15% for new manufacturing companies), India’s invest-
ment rate (though among the highest in the world) has declined to 
about 31% of GDP as an average of 2015-16 to 2019-2020 from its 
peak of 39% in FY2012. 

• Corporate sector accounts for only about half of total in-
vestments, amounting to about 15% of GDP.

• Private investment ( corporate + individuals) accounts for 
close to 75% of total capital formation in the economy

CAUSES OF THIS DECLINE- 
• Slowing down of the global economy, post-2008 global 

financial crisis, and present fear of slowdown due to the 
Russia-Ukraine war and US Fed tightening. 

• Sluggish growth of the Agriculture sector
• Low investment sentiments in the corporate sector
• Stagnant public investment: Its contribution to GDP is 

only around 2.2%.

REFORM UNDERTAKEN- 
1. In the budget 2022-23, the outlay for capital expenditure 

stepped up sharply by 35.4% to Rs.7.50 lakh crore from 
Rs.5.54 lakh crore in the current year.

2. National Infrastructure Pipeline.
3. PM GATI SHAKTI scheme.
4. National Monetization Pipeline 
5. Focus on investment in productivity-enhancing infrastruc-

ture.

FOREIGN DIRECT PRODUCT RULE
Source: Indian Express

Context: 
Recently, US officials applied the foreign direct product rule to Chi-
na’s advanced computing and supercomputer industry to stop it 
from obtaining advanced computing chips.

What is the Foreign Direct Product Rule? 
It enables US regulators to extend their technology export control 
powers far beyond America’s borders to transactions between for-
eign countries and China.

• It was first introduced in 1959.
• It essentially says that if a product was made using Amer-

ican technology, the US government has the power to 
stop it from being sold – including products made in a 
foreign country.

Significance of the move: It may stop advanced chip use in Chinese 
supercomputers, which can be used to develop nuclear weapons 
and other military applications.

What other countries are included in this rule: The rule is current-
ly applied in Russia and Belarus. It was imposed in protest against 
the invasion of Ukraine.

GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY PLAT-
FORM

Source: Livemint

Context: 
International Finance Corp has launched the Global Food Security 
Platform to support the private sector for sustainable production 
and delivery of food stocks to countries affected by food instability.

• This 6 billion USD financing facility will help boost the 
flow of food supplies and other important commodities 
like fertilizers to vulnerable communities.

What is International Finance Corporation (IFC)?
•	 It is an international financial institution (est. in 1956 as 
a private sector arm of World Bank Group) that offers investment, 
advisory, and asset management services to encourage private 
sector development in developing countries.
•	 It is a member of the World Bank Group and is headquar-
tered in Washington, D.C., United States.

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/why-india-inc-is-not-taking-a-hanuman-leap/article65988981.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-global/us-fdpr-china-curbs-tech-sector-supercomputer-8197353/
https://www.livemint.com/news/world/ifc-launches-financing-platform-to-respond-to-global-food-crisis-11664871022576.html
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OECD’S CROSS-BORDER REPORT-
ING FRAMEWORK FOR CRYPTO 

ASSETS
CONTEXT- OECD has given final shape to the Crypto-Assets Report-
ing Framework (CARF). It will enable the cross-border report and 
exchange of information regarding crypto assets.

NEED FOR SUCH A FRAMEWORK- Crypto assets are by definition 
borderless and it requires cross-border collaboration to prevent its 
misuse and regulate them properly.

POSSIBLE BENEFITS - 
1. Entities or individuals providing services in crypto assets 

will be obliged to report under CARF.
2. Will create a level playing field among countries regard-

ing the use and investments of crypto assets.

IMPACT ON INDIA: 
India has introduced a 30% tax on gains made from cryptocurren-
cies in Budget 2022-23. Now with CARF in place, India can frame its 
overarching taxation and regulatory framework for crypto assets.

OECD originated in 1948, as the Organisation for European Eco-
nomic Co-operation (OEEC). It was renamed the OECD in 1961 
when USA and Canada joined it. It has 36 member nations. IN-
DIA is not an OECD member but has had a cooperation program 
since 1997. Its objective is to foster economic development and 
cooperation and fight poverty through the promotion of economic 
stability.

IMF’S LATEST WORLD ECONOMY 
REPORT

Source: Indian Express

Context: 
The central message of the International Monetary Fund’s latest 
World Economic Outlook (WEO) is worst is yet to come for the 
world economy.

Key highlights of the report
• More than a third of the global economy will contract 

this year or next, while the three largest economies—the 
United States, the European Union, and China—will con-
tinue to stall.

• Inflation remains the most immediate threat to current 
and future prosperity.

• Global inflation is now expected to peak at 9.5 per cent 
in late 2022.

• IMF has sharply cut the forecast for global growth — from 
6.0 per cent in 2021 to 3.2 per cent in 2022 and 2.7 per 

cent in 2023- weakest in the decades. 
• Cause of challenge to the global economy: Russian inva-

sion of Ukraine, broadening inflation pressures, and the 
slowdown in China.

What does it mean for India?
• IMF has downgraded India’s growth forecast to 6.1% for 

the next fiscal year (2023-24), it has maintained that India 
“is still a bright spot” for economic growth. 

• India’s GDP growth rate is better and inflation is not as 
high. 

Indian economy is facing a mix of cyclical and structur-
al challenges - 

• Cyclical challenges: Slowdown in private consumption ( it 
contributes 60% in GDP); declining rural and urban wag-
es; decline in savings ( from 32% (2011) to 29% (2019-
20)); decline in gross fixed capital formation ( from 34% 
(2011) to 30% (2019-20)); high NPAs in the banking sector 
(nearly 7% now)

• Structural challenges:  Sluggish agricultural sector 
growth (around 3%); Suboptimal skill of Human Resourc-
es (only 5% of our workforce is formally trained); 4 labour 
codes have still not been implemented uniformly; and 
transitional effects of big-ticket reforms- demonetisation 
and GST rollout.

IMF’S Suggestions: 
• Contain a high level of debt and provide government fis-

cal support in a targeted and time-bound manner.
• Follow tight monetary policy.
• Implement structural reforms: E.g. manufacturing sector 

reforms, doing away with labour market rigidities etc.

What is World Economic Outlook?
It is a survey by the IMF that is usually published twice a year in 
the months of April and October.  It analyses and predicts global 
economic developments during the near and medium term. Other 
report published by IMF is the Global Financial Stability report.

DOOM LOOP
Source: Economist

Context: 
Many economists have warned that Europe may be headed for a 
doom loop
The doom loop is the circle of vulnerability where a country’s 
banking system can be severely hurt by volatility in the economy. 
A country is at risk of a doom loop when a shock to one part of its 
economic system is amplified by its effect on another. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-economics/imfs-latest-world-economy-report-red-flags-for-india-8205196/
https://www.economist.com/the-economist-explains/2022/06/22/what-is-the-doom-loop-in-the-euro-zone
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Note: In ethics/psychology: A doom loop is a negative belief cy-
cle, where a series of beliefs, actions, and reactions work to rein-
force negative beliefs and unwanted behaviours.

REVERSE AUCTIONS (RA)

Context: 
Government may scrap the reverse auction process for wind and 
solar projects. 
A reverse auction is a type of auction in which sellers bid for the 
prices at which they are willing to sell their goods and services. 
It is the opposite of a regular auction, where a seller puts up an 
item and buyers place bids until the close of the auction, at which 
time the item goes to the highest bidder.

NATIONAL MINERAL EXPLORA-
TION TRUST (NMET)

Source: PIB

It is a non-profit autonomous body constituted under the Mines& 
Minerals (Development Regulation) Amendment Act, 2015, with 
the aim of boosting mineral exploration activities in the country.

• A mining lease holder pays an NMET sum equivalent to 
2% of the royalty. 

It funds various Notified Exploration Agencies to carry out explo-
ration projects across the country.

AUCTION UNDER HELP
Source: Live Mint

Context: 
Several Oil and Gas and coal-bed methane blocks were 
offered under the HELP auction. 

What is HELP?
The Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP) replac-
ing the erstwhile New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP) was ap-
proved in March 2016.
The main features of HELP are a Revenue Sharing Contract, single 
Licence for exploration and production of conventional as well as 
unconventional Hydrocarbon resources, Open Acreage Licensing 
Policy (choice of blocks for investors), marketing & pricing free-
dom, no oil cess, year-round bidding, etc.

Environment 

MAINSTREAMING BIODIVERSITY 
IN FORESTRY REPORT

Source: FAO

Context: 
FAO released this report with the aim of embedding biodiversity 
considerations into policies, strategies, and practices to promote 
the conservation and sustainable use of natural resource. 
Key recommendation of the report:
•	 Recognizing contributions of indigenous people and en-
hancing the equitable sharing of benefits.
•	 Preventing natural forests into forest plantations.
•	 Control overharvesting of plants and wildlife
•	 Mainstreaming biodiversity
•	 Providing compensation for reduced production due to 
the adoption of natural ways of farming e.g. organic farming
•	 Use of CSR commitments for biodiversity conservation. 

Greenwashing exercise

Context: The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) Conference of Parties 27’s (CoP 27) Egyptian 
presidency named Coca-Cola Company — one of the biggest 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx?PRID=1866519
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/centre-offers-42-oil-and-gas-blocks-for-exploration-development-122101101098_1.html
https://www.fao.org/3/cc2229en/cc2229en.pdf
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plastic polluters in the world — as the official provider and sup-
porter of the year’s biggest climate change conference.

Activists and commentators have called Coca-Cola’s sponsorship 
of the world’s biggest climate summit a ‘greenwashing exercise’

Greenwashing is the process of conveying a false impression or 
providing misleading information about how a company’s prod-
ucts are more environmentally sound. Greenwashing is considered 
an unsubstantiated claim to deceive consumers into believing that 
a company’s products are environmentally friendly.

INTERNATIONAL E-WASTE DAY
Source: DTE

Context:  
International E-Waste Day is held on October 14 every year as an 
opportunity to reflect on the impacts of e-waste. Theme: ‘Recycle 
it all, no matter how small!’. It was started by: Waste Electrical 
and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) Forum (since 2018.)

The focus of this year International E-waste Day
• Hoarding of small, unused, dead or broken plug-in and 

battery-operated products.
• What does the survey report conducted by WEEE say on 

E-waste?
• One out of every six electronic products in an average 

European household is hoarded.
• Roughly 5.3 billion mobile/smartphones will drop out of 

use this year. 
• The electronics would reach a height of around 50,000 

km if stacked flat and on top of each other. 
• Mobile phones/ smartphones have valuable gold, copper, 

silver, palladium and other recyclable components.

What is WEEE Forum?
It is an international association of 46 e-waste producer responsi-
bility organisations. 

THE GROWING EFFECT OF LIGHT 
POLLUTION ON MIGRATORY 

BIRDS
Source: Livemint

Context: 
Every year, light pollution contributes to the death of millions of 
birds.

What is light pollution?
• Light pollution, or artificial light at night, is the excessive 

or poor use of artificial outdoor light, which can have se-
rious environmental consequences for humans, wildlife, 
and our climate.

What are the components of light pollution? 
Components of light pollution include:

• Glare: visual sensation caused by excessive and uncon-
trolled brightness.

• Skyglow: Brightening of the night sky over inhabited ar-
eas

• Light trespass: it occurs when spill light is cast where it is 
not wanted.

• Clutter: Bright, confusing and excessive groupings of light 
sources.

What are the main causes of light pollution?
• Light pollution is a side effect of industrial civilization. 
• Its sources include building exterior and interior lighting, 

advertising, commercial properties, offices, factories, 
streetlights, and illuminated sporting venues.

Impact on birds: 
Induce Migration mistiming, change migration patterns, Change 
seasonal behaviours, and disrupt biological clocks. 

Suggested measures: 
shielding sources of artificial light to avoid light spillover, Using 
non-reflective, dark-coloured surfaces, Using lights with reduced 
or filtered harmful wavelengths and using adaptive light controls 
to manage light timing, intensity and colour. 

TN NOTIFIES INDIA’S 1ST SLEN-
DER LORIS SANCTUARY 

SOURCE- THE HINDU

CONTEXT - 
Tamil Nadu government has notified the Kaduvur slender loris 
sanctuary, spread across Karur and Dindigul districts.

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/waste/international-e-waste-day-over-5-billion-phones-will-become-waste-this-year-85475
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/amul-will-merge-with-five-other-cooperative-societies-amit-shah-11665362576064.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/tamil-nadu-government-notifies-indias-first-slender-loris-sanctuary-at-kadavur/article66000494.ece
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SLENDER LORIS:
● They are small nocturnal mammals and they are arboreal 

(spend most of their life on trees).
● They act as a biological predator of pests in agricultural 

crops and benefit farmers. 
● They are native to India and Sri Lanka. They are found 

in tropical forests, shrub forests, semi-deciduous forests, 
and swamps.

● IUCN status - ENDANGERED.
● CITES status - Appendix II
● Schedule I Of the Wildlife Protection Act

RELATED NEWS- 
India’s first Dugong conservation reserve (in Pali Bay) is also in 
Tamil Nadu.

Q. Which of the following are the most likely places to find the 
musk deer in its natural habitat? (UPSC 2020)
1. Askot Wildlife Sanctuary
2. Gangotri National Park
3. Kishanpur Wildlife Sanctuary 
4. Manas National Park
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
 (a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 and 4 only
(d) 1 and 4 only
ANS- A

Musk deer largely can be seen in Himalayan states. States such 
as Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, 
and Arunachal Pradesh. It inhabits high alpine environments above 
altitudes of 2,500 m. Both the parks- Askot and Gangotri are in 
Uttarakhand. 

SLOTH BEAR
SOURCE - THE HINDU

CONTEXT: 
The First World Sloth bear day was observed on 12th October.

SLOTH BEAR - They are ‘endemic’ to the Indian subcontinent and 
almost 90% of their population is concentrated in India (almost 
throughout India) with small numbers in Sri Lanka and Nepal. They 
are omnivorous.  They do not hibernate.

● IUCN status - Vulnerable 
● Schedule I in Wildlife Protection Act.
● CITES - Appendix I.

OTHER BEAR SPECIES FOUND IN INDIA -
1. Asiatic Black Bear - they are found across the Himalayas. They 
are Vulnerable in IUCN.
2. Himalayan Brown Bear- They are endangered in IUCN. Found in 
India, Pakistan, Nepal, China etc.
3. Sun Bear- They are a very rare and elusive animal, and are only 
found in north-east India. They are vulnerable in IUCN.

Q. In India, if a species of tortoise is declared protected under 
Schedule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, what does it im-
ply? (UPSC 2017)
(a) It enjoys the same level of protection as the tiger.
(b) It no longer exists in the wild, a few individuals are under cap-
tive protection, and now it is impossible to prevent its extinction.
(c) It is endemic to a particular region of India.
(d) Both (b) and (c) stated above are correct in this context.

ANS- A

It enjoys the same level of protection as the tiger. Wildlife (Pro-
tection) Act, 1972 Act provides for the protection of a listed spe-
cies. Schedule I is endangered species. 
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Science and Technology

DISTRESS IN ODISHA’S ‘VILLAGE 
OF WIDOWS’

Source: The Hindu

Context: 
The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) has ex-
pressed concern about widows whose husbands died following 
exposure to a pyrophyllite grinding unit in Madarangajodi vil-
lage in Odisha.

Key Highlights:
● The labor court awarded compensation: To the com-

plaints of a few women. But those who worked in the 
grinding unit continue to face slow deaths, Member, 
NCST.

PYROPHYLLITE:
● Inhalation: High concentrations may cause mechanical 

irritation and discomfort. 
● Pneumoconiosis: In the absence of crystalline silica, py-

rophyllite can cause low-category pneumoconiosis (in-
terstitial lung disease ).

Uses of PYROPHYLLITE: 
As a filler in paper, plastic, paint, insecticide, and pharmaceutical 
industries.

NCST:
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes is an Indian constitu-
tional body that was established through the Constitution Act, of 
2003 (by amending Article 338 and inserting a new Article 338A).

LEAD POISONING
Source: DTE

Context:  
A report by Niti Aayog and the Council of Scientific & Industrial 
Research (CSIR) has found that India bears the world’s highest 
health and economic burden due to lead poisoning.

Key highlights of the report
• Most affected states: Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya 

Pradesh, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and Andhra Pradesh.
	 Some 23 states have an average BLL that goes 

beyond five micrograms per decilitre (μg / dl) — 
the standard used to gauge poisoning.

• Affected children: As per the 2020 UNICEF report half of 
India’s children were poisoned by lead

What is lead poisoning?
It is a medical condition caused by increased levels of heavy met-
al lead in the body and its interference with a variety of body 
processes resulting in toxicity to many organs and tissues (called 
plumbism)

What are the factors that contribute to lead poison-
ing?

• Battery recycling.
• Occupational sources such as lead mining, smelting, 

welding, soldering and automobile repatriating. 
• Other inconspicuous sources include adulterated spices, 

cosmetics and traditional medicines.

What needs to be done?
• Identifying at-risk populations through BLL monitoring, 
• Investigating sources of elevated BLLs and healthcare 
• Workforce training to sensitise them to monitor, detect 

and treat lead poisoning.
• R&D: Undertake targeted research and intervention stud-

ies to identify potential newer sources

Insta Facts:
• Lead in the body is distributed to the brain, liver, kidney 

and bones. It is stored in the teeth and bones, where it 
accumulates over time.

• Lead in bone is released into the blood during pregnan-
cy and becomes a source of exposure to the developing 
foetus.

• WHO has identified lead as 1 of 10 chemicals of major 
public health concern.

• WHO has joined with the United Nations Environment 
Programme to form the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead 
Paint.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/national-scheduled-tribes-body-concerned-over-continued-distress-in-odishas-village-of-widows/article65984879.ece/amp/
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SMART CONTRACTS
Source: The Hindu

Context:  
Smart contracts let you execute automated actions on blockchains 
and are the backbone of the crypto industry. 

What are smart contracts?
The crypto ecosystem sits on top of distributed ledgers, which 
are broadly called blockchains. Apart from recording and verify-
ing transactions, some crypto blockchains like Ethereum let users 
launch agreements or special actions that execute on their own. 

• These are known as smart contracts and to create them 
effectively, programming languages are a must.

Who relies on Smart contracts?
Crypto exchanges, decentralized apps (dApps), the automated 
buying or selling of orders, and even NFT-based games often rely 
on smart contracts to run smoothly.

What if it fails
• A smart contract failure can cause platform outages, and 

exploitation of the codes could devalue the entire eco-
system. 

• Important languages of programming for cryptos
• C++, Java, Solidity, Rusk, Python Rholang, PHP, and Has-

kell.

Q. With reference to “Blockchain Technology”, consider the fol-
lowing statements: (UPSC CSE 2020)
1. It is a public ledger that everyone can inspect, but which no 

single user controls.
2. The structure and design of the blockchain are such that all 

the data in it are about cryptocurrency only.
3. Applications that depend on the basic features of block-

chain can be developed without anybody’s permission.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 2 only
(d) 1 and 3 only

Answer: D
Blockchain is a shared, immutable ledger that facilitates the pro-
cess of recording transactions and tracking assets in a business 
network. An asset can be tangible (a house, car, cash, land) or 
intangible (intellectual property, patents, copyrights, branding). 
It is free and can be used to develop several applications includ-
ing cryptocurrency.

STRONG HYBRID ELECTRIC VEHI-
CLES (FFV-SHEV)

Context: 
1st of this kind of project has been launched by the Ministry of 
Road and Transport

Flexi-fuel vehicles(FFV) can run on Petrol as well as a blended Pet-
ro-ethanol mixture. FFV- Hybrid electric vehicles can run on a com-
bination of 100% Petrol or Petrol+ ethanol/methanol or Electric 
power.

Hybrid EVs can be:
• Full hybrid (can use electric and combustion engine at the 

same time or independently)
• Mild hybrid (starter generator linked to a li-ion battery to 

run air conditioning or other devices)
• Strong hybrid (batteries can be recharged completely by 

the engine or regenerative braking)
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PADDY STRAW PALLETISATION 
AND TORREFACTION

Source: The Hindu, PIB

CONTEXT-  
MoEFCC has released guidelines for the grant of financial support 
(of Rs50 Cr) for the establishment of paddy straw pelletisation and 
torrefaction plants.

Features of the grant: 
•	 Under the scheme, the Centre will fund new pelletisation 

plants (the usual cost is ₹35 lakh) to a maximum of ₹70 
lakh subject to capacity. 

•	 Torrefaction plant (usual costs ₹70 lakh), is eligible for 
maximum funding of ₹1.4 crores.

THE NEED - Every year, over 27 million tonnes of paddy straw is 
generated in Punjab and Haryana, many of which are usually burnt 
which adds to the air pollution.
PELLETISATION - Pelletizing is the process of compressing or mold-
ing a material (rice straw) into the shape of a pellet. 
TORREFECTION - Torrefaction is a thermal pre-treatment technol-
ogy. It produces a solid biofuel product that has superior handling, 
milling and co-firing capabilities compared to other biomass fuels. 
Torrefaction is costlier but it can deliver a product whose energy 
content is much higher and can substitute for more coal in a pow-
er plant.

BENEFITS -
• Paddy straw made into pellets or torrefied can be mixed 

along with coal in thermal power plants. These saves 
coal as well as reduces carbon emissions

• Will reduce straw burning and improve the AQI in NCR 
and states like Punjab and Haryana.

• Employment generation and energy security

CARBON DATING
Source: Indian Express

Context:  
Recently a court in Varanasi has rejected a plea requesting car-
bon dating into the structure (claimed to be shivling) found inside 
Gyanvapi Mosque.

What is Carbon dating?
Carbon dating is a widely-used method to establish the age of or-
ganic materials. The dating method is based on the fact that Car-
bon-14 (C-14), an isotope of carbon with an atomic mass of 14, is 
radioactive, and decays at a well-known rate.

• Developed by: American physicist Willard F. Libby.

How does it work?

The most abundant isotope of carbon in the atmosphere is C-12. 
A very small amount of C-14 is also present. The ratio of C-12 to 
C-14 in the atmosphere is almost static and is known. The changing 
ratio of C-12 to C-14 in the remains of a plant or animal after it 
dies can be measured, and can be used to deduce the approximate 
time when the organism died.

However, carbon dating cannot be used to determine the age of 
non-living things like rocks (or Shivlings).

Other methods: 
• Radiometric dating methods: Here, instead of carbon, de-

cays of other radioactive elements that might be present 
in the material become the basis for the dating method.

• Cosmogenic nuclide dating: It is regularly applied to study 
the age of ice cores in polar regions.

Defence

WEAPON SYSTEMS BRANCH 
Source: Hindustan Times

Context: 
The Indian Air Force has established a new Weapon Systems 
Branch for its officers, which is aimed at the unification of all 
weapon system operators in specialist ground-based systems and 
airborne platforms under a single stream. 

• It will have a new cadre manning four specialized streams 
— surface-to-surface missiles, surface-to-air missiles, re-
motely piloted aircraft, and weapon system operators in 
twin and multi-crew aircraft.

Significance:
• This is the first time since Independence that a new oper-

ational branch has been created in the air force.
• The new branch will result in a saving of more than ₹3,400 

crore due to reduced expenditure on flying training.
• It will unify all weapon systems operators of the IAF 

under a single entity for operational employment of all 
ground-based and specialist airborne weapons.

• The branch will induct specialized cadre officers for han-
dling the latest weapon systems, they said. 

MAA BHARATI KE SAPOOT WEB-
SITE

Source: PIB

Context: 
The defence minister launched the ‘Maa Bharati Ke Sapoot’ web-
site (www.maabharatikesapoot.mod.gov.in) for contribution to 
the Armed Forces Battle Casualties Welfare Fund (AFBCWF).

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/energy-and-environment/government-to-help-set-up-paddy-straw-pellet-units-to-curb-stubble-burning/article66006419.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-sci-tech/what-is-carbon-dating-how-does-varanasi-court-order-impact-dispute-8208790/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/iaf-gets-new-branch-for-weapon-systems-101665252452839.html
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1867859
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Key Highlights:
• Online: The website will enable people to contribute on-

line directly to the fund. 
• Conventional system: Besides online donation, the con-

ventional systems of donations will continue.

AFBCWF:
• It is a Tri-Service fund, which is utilized to grant immedi-

ate financial assistance to the families of soldiers/sailors/
airmen who lay down their lives or get grievously injured 
in active military operations.

• The Indian Army on behalf of the Ministry of Defense, the 
Department of Ex-Servicemen Welfare, is maintaining an 
account for the fund.

SUBMARINE LAUNCHED BALLIS-
TIC MISSILE (SLBM) TEST

Source: PIB

Context: 
Nuclear-powered INS Arihant carries out successful launch of SLBM

Significance: 
It will help in a robust, survivable and assured retaliatory capability 
in keeping with India’s policy to have ‘Credible Minimum Deter-
rence‘ that underpins its ‘No First Use’ commitment.”

• It increases the second-strike capability of India and thus 
boosts its nuclear deterrence.

India’s nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine (SSBN) pro-
gramme is a closely guarded project. INS Arihant was the first boat 
under the SSBN project followed by another boat, INS Arighat. 
SSBN programme is a key element of India’s nuclear deterrence 
capability.

About INS Arihant:
• INS Arihant, a 6,000-tonne submarine is the lead ship of 

India’s Arihant class of nuclear-powered ballistic missile 
submarines built under the Advanced Technology Vessel 
(ATV) project. About:

• It completed India’s nuclear triad (the capability to retali-
ate against a nuclear strike from land, air and sea).

• INS Arihant is propelled by an 83 MW pressurised 
light-water reactor at its core with enriched uranium fuel. 
K-4 (range 750km) and K-15 (3500 Km) have been de-
signed to be operated from the Arihant class of subma-
rines.

‘Ship Submersible Ballistic Nuclear Submarine’ (SSBN). SSBN’s 
are those class of submarines which can go deep be-
neath the ocean making them virtually undetectable for 
months, they also carry nuclear-tipped ballistic missiles. 

Space

CHANDRAYANN-2 GAUGES SODI-
UM CONTENT ON MOON’S SUR-

FACE
Source: The Hindu.

Context: 
Scientists from the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) have 
mapped out the global distribution of sodium on the Moon’s sur-
face.

Methodology used: They used the CLASS instrument (Chan-
drayaan-2 large area soft X-ray spectrometer) carried by the sec-
ond Indian Moon mission, Chandrayaan-2.

Findings:  There are sodium atoms that are weakly bound to the 
lunar surface.

• When compared to Earth, the moon is significantly de-
pleted of volatile elements such as sodium.

• Sodium is the only element apart from potassium that 
can be observed through telescopes in the lunar atmo-
sphere (its exosphere).

Significance
• This new map of sodium would enable an understanding 

of the surface-exosphere connection.
• It can also be used as a tracer of the volatile history of 

the moon.

Why are we interested in studying the moon?
• The Moon is the closest cosmic body at which space dis-

covery can be attempted and documented.
• It is also a promising test bed to demonstrate technolo-

gies required for deep-space missions.
• The Moon provides the best linkage to Earth’s early his-

tory.
• It offers an undisturbed historical record of the inner So-

lar system environment.

Chandrayaan-2 (sent in 2019) was the second lunar exploration 
mission developed by the Indian Space Research Organisation, af-
ter Chandrayaan-1 (2008). It consisted of a lunar orbiter, and also 
included the Vikram lander, and the Pragyan lunar rover, all of 
which were developed in India.

ISRO’S OWN NEXT-GEN LAUNCH 
VEHICLE (NGLV)

SOURCE-THE HINDU

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/chandrayaan-2-gauges-sodium-content-on-moons-surface/article65980715.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/isros-next-gen-launch-vehicle-may-assume-pslvs-role/article66005152.ece
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CONTEXT- 
ISRO is developing a Next-Gen Launch Vehicle(NGLV) intended to 
replace PSLV.

FEATURES OF NGLV: -
• 3 Stage, reusable heavy lift vehicle.
• Use semi-cryogenic propulsion for booster stages.
• 10-tonne payload capability to Geostationary Transfer 

Orbit.
• Cost efficient
• Simple, robust design allowing bulk manufacturing.

POTENTIAL USES: 
Launching communication satellites, Deep space missions, Future 
human space flight and cargo missions, ISRO is intending to de-
velop a business model for NGLV to launch commercial as well as 
national missions.

ISRO’S LAUNCH VEHICLES: -
• Satellite Launch Vehicle (SLV): first rocket developed by 

ISRO for a small satellite 
• Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV): 1st launch was in 

1994. It is the first Indian launch vehicle to be equipped 
with liquid stages.

• Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV): The in-
digenously developed Cryogenic Upper Stage (CUS), forms 
the third stage of GSLV Mk II.

• Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV): SSLV is targeted 
at rising global demand for the launch of small and mi-
cro-satellites. SSLV is meant to offer cost-effective launch 
services for satellites up to 500 kg.

• Reusable Rockets: ISRO has also developed a reusable 
rocket, called RLV-TD (Reusable Launch Vehicle Technol-
ogy Demonstrator) which had a successful test flight in 
2016.

Related News: 
ISRO has proposed to create dedicated satellites for supporting ag-
riculture under Bharat Krishi Satellite Programme and Earth Ob-
servation Council. 
•	 A minimum of two satellites will be needed for adequate cov-

erage of the country’s agricultural area.
•	 Currently used satellites for agriculture: Resourcesat (for crop 

production forecast); Cartosat (topographic mapping); RISAT 
(weather imaging)

•	 Earth Observation Council will address current deficiencies 
like a discontinuity in observation, low utilization of available 
remote sensing data, and lack of data processing and dissem-
ination.

QUESTION: -
Q. With reference to India’s satellite launch vehicles, consider the 
following statements: (UPSC 2018)

1. PSLVs launch satellites are useful for Earth resources monitor-
ing whereas GSLVs are designed mainly to launch communica-
tion satellites.

2. Satellites launched by PSLV appear to remain permanently 
fixed in the same position in the sky, as viewed from a partic-
ular location on Earth. 

3. GSLV Mk Ill is a four-staged launch vehicle with the first and 
third stages using solid rocket motors; and the second and 
fourth stages using liquid rocket engines.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 and 3
c) 1 and 2
d) 3 only
Ans: a) 1 only
Satellites launched by GSLV, not by PSLV appear to remain perma-
nently fixed in the same position in the sky due to their geosyn-
chronous nature. GSLV Mk lll is a 3 staged launch vehicle with two 
solid strap on motors, one liquid core stage and a high thrust cryo-
genic upper stage.

BARIUM IN EXOPLANETS
Source: DTE

Context:  
Scientists have detected barium in the upper atmosphere of two 
giant exoplanets for the first time.

What is Barium?
It is two and a half times heavier than iron and is the heaviest-ever 
detected element. Barium salts are used in fireworks to generate 
green lights.

Where was this detected?
• WASP-76b (640 light-years away from the Earth) and 

WASP-121b (900 light-years away) —orbit their host stars 
WASP 76 and WASP 121.

• This discovery of barium is surprising because heavy el-
ements like barium are expected to quickly fall into the 
lower layers of the atmosphere, given these exoplanets 
have high gravity.

What is an exoplanet?
An exoplanet is any planet beyond our solar system. Most orbit 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/waste/international-e-waste-day-over-5-billion-phones-will-become-waste-this-year-85475
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other stars, but free-floating exoplanets, called rogue planets, or-
bit the galactic centre and are untethered to any star.

Why study exoplanets?
The search for exoplanets is driven by the possibility that life may 
exist beyond Earth.

Content for Mains 
Enrichment (Essay/

Ethics)

Culture 

AN INDIAN STATE’S HARMO-
NIOUS APPROACH TO LIFE - 

TLAWMNGAIHNA.
In Mizoram in northeast India, harmony and sustainability of so-
ciety – rather than economic wealth – are the most valued objec-
tives in life. Mizos have a word for it: Tlawmngaihna.

Tlawmngaihna is a code of conduct. At the very basic level, it 
means being honest, kind and helpful to others. But on a larger 
level, it’s about being selfless. 

In Mizo, there is a saying, ‘sem sem dam dam, ei bil thi thi’ (those 
who hoard will perish but who share will live).
This code of conduct also helped them survive during the COVID 
pandemic too.

Health

DIGITAL DETOX: INDIA VILLAGE 
GOES OFFLINE DAILY TO HELP 

PEOPLE TALK
Source: BBC

Context: 
A village in India’s Maharashtra state has declared “independence” 
from two modern-day addictions - television and mobile internet. 
At least, for a couple of hours every day.

A siren goes off at 7 pm every evening in Vadgaon village in Sangli 
district, an indication to all residents to switch off their TV sets 
and mobile phones. This can be written as a way forward – an ex-
ample of how to detach from modern-day urban life.

Adverse Impact of Media on Young

FRIENDSHIP BENCHES
Source: Indian Express

A joint project by the World Health Organization (WHO) and Qatar 
on World Mental Health Day (10th October) was the installation of 
friendship benches to give importance to health, from mental to 
physical health, and the importance of sports in it. 

The ground-breaking Friendship Benches project was first initiated 
in Zimbabwe with the support of WHO.

Other initiatives for Mental health: FIFA-WHO #REACHOUT cam-
paign and the “Are You OK?” project of Qatar.

Agriculture

CASE STUDY: AGRICULTURE: 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-63169149
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/world-mental-health-day-who-fifa-installs-friendship-benches-to-promote-mental-health-awareness-85384
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RYTHU BHAROSA KENDRAS 
(ANDHRA PRADESH)

Set up for the first time in the country, the RBKs are unique seeds-
to-sales, single-window service centres for farmers that have 
been set up across the state. RBKs facilitate interaction between 
farmers, agriculture scientists, and agriculture extension officers 
right at the village level.

Facilities: sell pre-tested quality seeds, certified fertilisers, and an-
imal feed, can hire farm equipment, give a sample for soil testing, 
process crop insurance, support systems of e-cropping, geo-tag-
ging and even sell their produce at the prevailing MSP in the RBKs.

Success: Several farmers have changed their cropping patterns, 
and helped in the elimination of spurious seeds and uncertified 
and dangerous fertilisers. Over 10,700 RBKs — multi-functional ki-
osks with digital Aadhar authentication equipment — have been 
set up across the state. 
The Centre has recently nominated the RBK concept for the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation’s “Champion’’ award. 

Environment

MAKING LADAKH WASTE FREE
Source: DTE

Context: 
PlanetFirst Recycling, a waste management social enterprise, de-
cided to tackle the growing problem of waste in Ladakh. PlanetFirst 
has set up a scrap buying and selling network and organic waste 
composter connected to all satellite Solid Resource Management 
Centres, run by the administration of the Union Territory.

The team was able to pull in TOMRA, inventors of Reverse Vend-
ing Machine(RVM), a Norwegian company to present this unique 
and modern collection mechanism being followed all over Europe 
for efficient waste recovery.

The model involves setting up a deposit for consumers on all pack-
aging materials. Once the packaging material is returned, the de-
posit collected will be returned to the consumer. This system en-
courages source segregation and collection of scrap from all strata 
of society.

REVERSE SHOPPING
Source: Hindustan Times

Context: 
In a bid to promote, reverse shopping, sporting goods giant De-
cathlon has decided to reverse its name for a month. Now three 
cities in Belgium will have stores with a board that will read “NOL-
HTACED”!

Reverse shopping basically means that customers can resell old 
or unused sporting goods back to the store, and the company 
will then repair the item and resell them in some form under 
warranty. The move is to promote general awareness of environ-
ment-friendly practices.

LEGAL RIGHTS TO NATURE
As the world fights climate change and the exploitation of nature, 
countries like Ecuador, Bolivia and New Zealand have awarded le-
gal rights to natural entities. 

• Ecuador: The first country in the world to recognise the 
rights of nature (in 2008). It granted tropical forests, is-
lands, rivers and air, legal rights to “exist, flourish and 
evolve”.

	 April 2022: Ecuador became the first country to 
grant legal rights to individual wild animals. 

• Bolivia: Bolivia granted all nature rights equal to that of 
humans in 2011. It established the Law of the Rights of 
Mother Earth, which redefined Mother Earth as “an indi-
visible community of all living systems and living organ-
isms, interrelated, interdependent and complementary, 
which share a common destiny.”

• New Zealand’s Whanganui River: First in the world to be 
given legal status

• India:
	 Article 51-A (g): It is the fundamental duty of 

every citizen to protect wildlife and have com-
passion for all living creatures. 

	 Uttarakhand High Court (2017), granted the riv-
er Ganga and its longest tributary Yamuna the 
legal right to be protected and not be harmed. 
However, SC stayed it due to various legal and 
administrative issues and said it was unsustain-
able.

	 Wildlife Protection Act of 1972 and the Cruelty 
to Animals Act of 1960 do not recognize ani-
mals as individual living entities.

A compelling shift from competition to cooperation between hu-
mans and living systems for future survival is currently an under-
explored area, with the question of how India is preparing for the 
“bio age” still remaining.

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/waste/how-one-social-enterprise-is-working-to-make-ladakh-waste-free-85448
https://www.hindustantimes.com/business/decathlon-reverses-its-name-to-nolhtaced-in-3-belgian-cities-here-s-why-101665680058894.html
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Our founder & director, Vinay Sir, with 120 toppers of UPSC CSE-2021 
at the Felicitation Ceremony conducted at Bengaluru.

Have you subscribed to our podcast channel yet?  
Join us every week & listen to stories that will 

reignite your imagination & inspire meaningful actions!
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